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Sll^T>Ai" 


Not tho ond of 
the work! 


T ills K w»h rcfcreiKi; lo 
the cover story AJt¥rih*> 
rrwi (18—24 December). 
The Ii^iun voter hus uguin 
proved to he more discern* 
hig and clc4ir*headcU than 
ihc media und ihc unaly&is 


give him credit for. Shmgg* 
off prcdiciiOBs of "hung 
assemblies und peck* 
to •M6k"nces.ifaeeiectorv 
(e of Andhra Pradesh md 
Kamauka have handed 
down categorical verdkb. 

To be sure. H is a maa&sve 
voce againsi Congress (I) in 
those two states, but to con* 
strut It as a negative vote 
will be too simpljsik. The 
voters have made a positive 
choice of what they permv- 
cd to be this credible regional 
aJternaiive. 

The Congress has to worry 
about its image. itscredibiH' 
ty with the people and aboui 
its luck of ability lo win the 
voles of people from di verse 
vcciions 1 ^ society. For 
almost lhree*and-u*ha]f 
decodes the Congress pany 
W9S aMe to cut across rcMg* 
ion and caste identities and 
command votes from the dif* 



feitni classes of society and 
the minorities all over the 
country. Today, each ^ 
these segments have becoiw 
vote banks with specirtc pan* 
its claimini sole propricior- 
ship. 

I feci that the Congress is 
(he only party that can anest 
(his pernicious process of 
atomised identity of the Indi* 
m voter. It has to pull hself 
together, close ranks and 
remaiQ united if it is to stay 
in power, 

tUftoj IC Jttn, Sn^uftnegar, 
(Waef gan ge r; 


M Your covers^ Afivrrhe 
rout nude for stimulaling 
reading. Notonly did it incor* 
porate a close hiok at the sta¬ 
tes jndi viduelly. it also Com¬ 
prised on analytical insight 
into the state of affairs 
within the Congres.s(l> party 
following iLs humiliation at 
the hustings. 

Now. the lime has finally 
come for Narasimha Roo to 
really Ju something. The par* 
ty prcsidcM's policy of 
duing nothing in the hepe 
that tilings woukl sort them* 
selves out has finally come 
to nought. As a result of 
Rao's inaction, the Congress 
has lost a lot of credibility. 
This w as clearly reflected 
in the thrashing that the party 
received in the iwuth. 

The Congress is now 
increasingly being identified 
as a party where corruption 
is out only rampant but 
benignly loleraiicd by the 
high command. Thus, it is 
impenKive (hat those mifti* 
sters who have been indkied 
(or ctirruption—Kalpnaih 
Rail 6. Stankaranand and 
RofflOih war Thakur— sub¬ 
mit their resignations with¬ 
out any delay. 

Only if (he public pereqv 
dun ab^ the Congress 
chiui^ will it be possible 
for the party to avoid funber 
humiliation during the 
Febniary elections, 
SurnffBagto. MawOaM 


Aliforalott 


ani Shankar Aiyar*s 
article Slanding up for 
socialism (4—10 Dum¬ 
ber) paints a wrmg picture 
of economies. In his typical 
style, he has even overruled 
his brother, Swaminathan 
S.A. Aiyv, who I cooKider 
to be an astute Joumalisi 
with a fair for economic 
affairs. 

The concept of Nehruvian 
socialism is nebulous 
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because there is no such 
science. The interpretation 
of (his concept is hence leh 
open to the writer, Nehru 
was not an economic and his 
paradigm for economic deve¬ 
lopment was based on the 
kind of socialism to be found 
in erstvdtile USSR and 
Chino, which has been accep¬ 
ted as being a mistake by all 
and is. for all precucal pur¬ 
poses, a defunct doctrine 
today. 

Swialism in India meant 
the creation and expansion 
of a clumsy public sector 
whkb has excelled in ineffi¬ 
ciency and overstalfing, not 
lu nieailton running at a low. 
To elevate socitlisot to tite 
pctsiiloftof prunacy, the priv¬ 
ate sector was severely 
restricted from ex^ndi ng. 
Hence, the Nehruvian brand 
of socialiim was responsible 
for curbing (he growih of the 














private sector throMsh the 
ubiquitous licensing system. 

Mr Aiyar inadvenendy 
puts his foot in his mouih by 
saying that the big industrial* 
ists benefined from t2>e bribe* 
raj: by saying so be acknow* 
ledges that the regimes of 
both Indira and Rajiv thrived 
on Ibis kind of funding. 
Further, to say the ne^ of a 
public sector a la Nehruvian 
socialism was to eschew the 
growth of feudalism in India 
is as absurd a.s the view 
expressed by many politicia¬ 
ns even today that all our pre¬ 
sent economic ill s are due to 



nolMni to writo homo 


the British! 

Mr Aiyar wrongly conclu¬ 
des that there is no opposi¬ 
tion between the concepts of 
Nehruvian socialism and 
liberalisation. This only 
exposes his limited knw* 
ledge on the two issues 

atodOASoOoeMap aompov 
/ Wi ofaohfr e j 

■ Standing up for socialism 
isaAingeniousbutratherfra- 
gi le defence of India’s econo¬ 
mic policies before the Man- 
mohan Singh era. Ihe cen¬ 
tral teivt of Mr Aiyar’s arti¬ 
cle was to point out the few 
success stories in the pri vate 
sector before the Manmohin 
era, and to ufdwld these as 
sufficient proof of the wis¬ 
dom of th^p^icies. 
However, most economists 


would tf gue (hat the success 
of those companies was des- 
pte (he ikcose-quota-pennti 
nj. not because^ it. 

Hk fundamental flaw 4 ^ 
thepR-19dl policies was 
not that foreign compeduon 
was held at bey but inter- 
nal competition was stifled 
by the govemmem's arrog¬ 
ant belief that i i could plan 
the aiiocatiofl of resources in 
a manner superior to market 
forces. 

Strangling the healthy for¬ 
ces of conqxtiiion at home 
for nearly fi ve decades has 
severely damaged our econo¬ 
my.si nee it encouraged busi¬ 
nesses with little iiueresi in 
product and process innova¬ 
tion and more in cultivating 
friendihtpi with hrremicreis 
and p(Mi(ician^. The new 
beginning that Narasimha 
Rao and Manmohan Singh 
are offering the country 
ought to be recognised, laud¬ 
ed and taken full advantage 
of. 

Ctttvya garven. Mew 


The swami boom 


T hit refers to the aitick on 
godmen by V ir Sanghvi 
treason ofthegodmon ,11 
— ITDcMRiber). 

It is amazing to see how 
educated, lop cfricitds prostr¬ 
ate themselves in front of 
these sdf-proclainied swa- 
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bsfruadow la an empty wofd 


mis. The grtaicsi handicap 
of our leaders is that they 
are Hind followers of these 
'dodgy swamis*. The hosan¬ 
nas given by the leaders pro¬ 
vide a pedestal for publkily 
for these godmen. and comm- 
onpeople'are hence forced to 
form a good opinion about 
(hem and re%pect them. The 
smooth-tongued swamis are 
nothing but commercial 
saints. 

There has ddl niicly been 
abocm of 'swamis" in 
(he last three decades. Like¬ 
wise money too has never 
Slopped pouring in from 
their patrons, making (he 
godmen very wealthy. Even 
people from the Western 


coumricik. looking for a 
stress-free and spiritually 
i ncii ned It fe. arc tumi ng to 
and encouraging these 
godmen. 

Of lute, muny sadhun 
have been involved in sea* 
scandals and other dubious 
activities, and have been 
caught rcd-handcd. I feel 
(hut the religious paradox of 
these swamis need a redifin- 
ing and our gullible people 
ui awakening. 

Alnpb OamMUwt. 0#M 

Children of a 
ioMorgod 

is is with reference to 















team inyihing from hi«iory 
or our pasi miaukes? 

B.L Rpongta. Jaipur 


It is all ve^ easy (Oban 
(he products like carpets 
ma^ by child labourers, but 
has anyoM ever thought that 
by doing this they aredepriv* 
ing (he chi Idren of their food 
and means of sustenance. 

Why can we not whole* 
heartedly try io remove beg* 
ging, child labour irKl other 
forms of child exploitatioo 
from the country? We can 
stand aside and see a child 
dying from starvation but we 
raise ahue and cry if he is ear* 
ning his own bread because 
human rights come in the 
way. It seems to be that we 
only believe in the slogan 
'Lotig live hypocrisy ". 
Rairm$h Btiw, N9wO$tht 


AdMdMid 

Ahrabani Baku's article 
^pDinf^gae must begta 
(II —17 December) dis¬ 
plays her uner ignorance of 
relations between the peo(4e 
of India ond Pakistan and 
even Bangladesh, at the 
gmss-roui level. It is not 
someihiiig that Mam Shan¬ 
kar \ !> jr \)r any one else can 
remed) h> writing a book 
here or by auending a semi* 
nar there. 

Both iltese Islamic counir* 
ies are now, in large measu* 
re. devoid of non-Muslims, 
while the Muslim popula¬ 


tion in Ind ia has thrived not 
only in number but also in 
terms of political duut. 

Since the creation of the (wo 
wings of Pakistan, measures 
were taken by (heir authorit¬ 
ies to cleanse their lands of 
all non-MusUm population, 

1 r we do not know that (hen 
we are kidding ourselves. 
The Enemy Property Act 
still eusts—in this scena¬ 
rio, Nvhodoes Shrabani Basu 
think would like to (revel 
across the common fnmtier? 
Simply saying (hat (he pan¬ 
ics involved should son out 
(heir problems by talking is 

n MMm; will taut 
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taking a very sim^isiic view 
of the situation. 

AOho$h.r$M»$(U$A) 

TtM arMt dlvld« 


T lie cover story Whar weta 
wrong <11 -^17 Decem¬ 
ber) pro^sied a sad demise 
for the Bharatiya Janata Par¬ 
ty (BJP) and its president 
L.K Advani. In keeping 
with the general trend in the 
English media, all BJP mem¬ 
bers have been projected as 
intelleciual pygmies. 

The English media have 
throughout been extremely 
vociferous in decrying the 
demolition of (he disputed 
structure « Ayodhya as the 
worst calamity dtai befell 
our nation. Hw raid on 
Nadwa by tte CBl has recent¬ 
ly been add&l to this list. 
These sajne media, however, 
are signifiCAtly silent about 
dte plight of (he three lakh 
Hindus who have been 
(hiowD out of Kashmir and 
turned into refugees in their 
own country. Nor at they 
concer n ed abooi the tbou- 
sands (^perished In the 
Bombay ^s(s. These h^pe- 
nings. rt seems, wen not eda- 
mitous enough for the media 
which pride thermclves on 
beini champiofu of human 
rights. 

Will we, as a nf ion. never 


Not omtorsod 


W e invite your attention 
to the article entitled 
Cominfs to her aid,(l 3 — IP 
November) coniribuicd by 
MrSreedharPillaj. 

Inthis connection we 
would like to clarify that Mr 
T. Majeedisnot. norhadhe 
ever, been associated with 
WHO in any manner and the 
claim made by him ihat 
WHO has tested his herbal 
medicine is falw. In fact, in 
another similar case in the 
recent past he has been 
instructed by our Head¬ 
quarters Legal Department 
to refrain from m^ng any 
such claim, and he has given 
the undertaking in writing to 
dosa 

We dull appreciate it if in 
future the facts are verified 
from (he agencies concerned. 
OrM.X. $fufK MMOrepmaaoia* 
tfvaeefndia.iUMf0*ffrr 


Sreedhar PIflal ra^ea 


r loU me that WHO 
has tested his herbal medici’ 
w. which is what / wrote in 
mystery. The WHO letter 
proves that Mq/eed was a 
con 













■ TbeKedof^tioar 

tediy lauiftoA 1b)n^y to 

<hepty. 

P.V.)^AMSMllAK*P>y 

piimeiirdMtr. 

oddnssiKtCene^umM 

K • * * * 
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4|.‘nw IS a mpmiMd 
: 4Br • mlar Mniiive 


plmnini hot. One or two 
kadoniit cacMgh. 
oiborwase ibe p«iy wm'l 
succeed. 

BalTmcXEMT. SWr 
there cn to 

hifh-prefiU Uodere m his 
poffy 

m Filmstss cauKK seove 
votes. SiiKC (he ElPtowao 

netaOet^'*» 

^peuhogtnohimeta 

<ictor). 

UlooPmadYadav. 
BUbrCM.A^m 
fl tfu e rf f o^Wew 
StatniMA Smte 10 

etejm 

■ If fl»4kitfM0 daMBds 
U, I wfll e«ier the «BM to 
dBi^eTKIH 


oiked mUHdi to join 

poiitict 

B The word 'iotefral 
secwity' b a imnomef 
oow. Hilf of our ioterTMl 
ptobteDs bive exiefMt 
roots. 

ShammRoy CHOWDHUrf. 
ehi^^army stag 

B WhM we reeUy need is 
to devel^ e swe of tuAd 
ad «ififtoech ifi fihich 
pobey'fflikersttd 
bofesuoApebikcad 
private moQ^nlifis will 
ttetcofftoCMnprenemhtp. 

SsnAiTMSL VK-based 
SfUindusiriiilist 

B Aaharis ao kader .of 
ML Worse, be's not A 
bowkPs capuis. In ta, 
be'Aclueieie about 


BI can deliver quality, not 
miracles. 

MaNI JiATMM.ctUbraied 
fUm director, when asked 
how hefeb about the 
tremendous expectations 
of the audience from his 
films 


BI was probably born 
wi(hAhtfd>on. No 
wonder. 1 love womn wbo 
pUy hard to gel. 

ChuNKV PA>1T)EY./Uni star 
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The problems are his 
own fault 


No mittcr how 
much both sides 
miy deny ii. there 
is now no doubt 
ihei something hes 
gone seriously 
wrong between 
Namimha Reo 
ahd Sonia Gandhi. 
The (WO may no( 
be open enemies, but an atmo8|ihm of 
mutual distrust and suspicion clouds 
their relationship. 

It is hard lo see how this could have 
happened Rao was Sonia's candidate 
for the prime minislership. After she tur¬ 
ned down the Congress presidentship, 
dw Jei the Wortung Committee know 
that Narasimha Rao would be a suitable 
choice And «he backed him for the 
pttme ministership, instructing Con- 
pt4i loyalists to ensure that he ~ and 
not Shartd Pawar—got the job. 

Initially, the media got things wrong. 
Rao was said to have been the caf>didate 
of a coterie. In foci, (he coterie counted 
for little. As Prime Minister, Narasimha 
Rao quickly sidelined or sacked many of 
them withMi damaging his own posi¬ 
tion. But because he could count on the 
support of 10 ianpath, he went from 
strengd) to strength. 

This wu harder to do in 1991-92 than 
it may appear today. Now. we are used 
to treating (he Phme Minister as a 
ma.s(er manipulator who can negotiate 
his way out of most jam^. But in 1991. 
Rao was perceived as a colourless dodde¬ 
rer who headed a minority government 
and had got (he job by accident the 
Congress(I) won its mandate because of 
Rajiv Gandhi's posthumous efforts and 
not because of anything tlw Narasimha 
Rao did. 

R so was grateful for the job and for 
ihefuppM. Outwardly, he manag¬ 
ed (begsycophancy that Congressmen 
regard as loyally. He wouMa'i let Sonia 
call MUtim but wpuld insist on making 
(he journey to 10 Janpath himself. He 
never quite worked up the courage to 
call her Mrs Gandhi or even. SeniaJ I. To 
thia day. be addre$.ses her as Madam 
And his staff were instn^ted to per* 
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RAO VS 


form the link favours that 10 Janpalv 
might request. If a Rigiv Gandhi loyalist 
needed some help with his bunplow. 
then V. George would be on the phone to 
Khandekar or some other Race Coarse 
Road factotum and the work would be 
done. 

Sonia seemed grateful enough for this 
show of loyalty but it was here that Rao 
made his major miscilcuIttMn. He treat¬ 
ed Sonia as sotnebody who had lo be 
'managed*. He believed that the 
forelock tugging and the link favours 
for Congressmen would be enough to 

keep her happy. 

He was wrong. Sooia has always had 
a singk-point agenda: R^iv Gartdhi's 
memory. And anybody wito ignores that 
agenda or belittles it cannot hope to 
retain her support no matter how many j 
botes he cdl/her Madam. 

Rir reasons that have always sOXiCk i 
me as inexplicable. Rao did nothing to 
respect Sonia's agenda 


There were Che little slights. Rajiv had 
intended (o name the Panchayaii Raj and 
NagV P^l ika schemes after his gra^a- 
iher. When Cmgressnten suggested that 
one of them could be named ther Rajiv, 
Rao dismissed the pr^osal. Other sug¬ 
gestions were simiiariy disregarded. 

Rajiv loyalists complained dug Rao 
was attempting to pretnd thai his prede¬ 
cessor as Congress preaideni had never 
existed. They pointed to the Prime Mini- 
sier's decision to deny V. George a 
Rajya Sabha nceninaiMfl at the last 
moment. The dental was made more 
humiliating by its timing: George's 
name was placed on the Ii SI and he recei V- 
ed cofi^atulations and then. Rao had it 
sijuek off. They pointed out that all of 
R^v'i men were out of the Cabinet: 
M.L.. Poiedar. MaAavtao Scindia. P. 
Chtdambattm. etc. 

T he simmertni reaeatment over (here 
iligbo finally exploded over the 
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major issue of fixing responsibilicy for 
Rajiv Gandhi's assaasirMion. 

The Venna CommiMiofl confirmed 
what everyone knew: Rajiv could have 
been saved if adequate security had been 
provided. This should have led the 
govemmenl and the Congreas to hcM 
those who denied Rajiv that sccurily 
responsible. 

But incrediMy, the government did 
nothing. Or even worse. N hauled up 
M.K. Narayanao. one of Rajiv's most 
tmsted officen, and tried to pin re^oosi- 
bllity on him Nor was the Congress 
vocal in its condemnation of V.P. Singh 
and tinse who had left Rajiv vulnerable. 
Tina was left to the Mam Shankar 
Aiyan and OBdatnbarvna. 

Worse was to fi^low. A second com* 
mission set up to investigate the conipi* 
racy behind Rqjiv'a rtwrder — thei^n 
Corrunisiion ^ found that Nmaimhi 
Rao would not ki it function. It was deni¬ 


ed access to documents, did not get the 
offtcen it warned and even bask hdlit- 
ies were rendered uoavailafc^. 

Infbnnal complaints to Nansimha 
Rao yielded no results. Even after ten 
mi nisaers wrofe to the home minisier urg¬ 
ing (he government to cooperate with 
iain. nothing happened. 

W hy should a man sdn is willing to 
tug his forelock before. Madam 
refuse cooperation on such bask issues? 
Thai is one of the great enigmas of Indi¬ 
an politics. 

Had Narasiinha Rao i^n the iine 
(hat he was Prirw Minisier and that 
Sooit comed for nothing, then be 
would have been within his hghu to tell 
the Rajiv loyalists to go to bell. But the 
paradox b that Rao swears undying 
h^aliy and then acts in a manoer is 
caJculated toettt doubuon that loyally. 

tah^ he gawinely betkves that 
the Congress should rid iisdf of its Rqliv 


haofover. Certainly, when R. Venkata- 
nman launched his skuy little attack 
on Rajiv's memory, the Mme Minister 
did noi belkve that Congress dwuld 
defend Rajiv's naim. For three full 
days, he refused to let the AlCC spokes¬ 
man criticise Veokataraman and relent- 
ad only after 70 MRi rigned a petition 
attiring the former Presldeni. 

4 

The problem with this is that Rao 
lacks tlw credentials to renounce the 
Rqjjv legacy. Whatever his faults. Rajiv 
Gmdhi led Che Congress to its biggest* 
ever victory and he conducted the cam¬ 
paign that placed Rao io oftke. Narasim- 
ha Rao. il b now dear, cannot win any 
election. He owes his very position to 
the dynasty dut he b now trying to 
belittle. 

h is instructive that for (he first two 
years of Rao* B tenure, dtere were no pro* 
blerru with Sonia. It was only after the 
Bharatiya lanata P«ty (BIP) lost the 
1993 Assembly ekdioni that the Prime 
Minister began to regard himself as an 
imperial figure. 

Over the last ye». he has forgoUen 
that he owed his early success to his in sti* 
tutknal. consensual approach. Instead, 
he and hia courtiers have tried to force 
his personality cult on the countiy; bixar- 
It because his very strength was that he 
lacked personality — at leaM of the 
ofTeiksive, imperil variety. 

The problems with Sonia Garnlhi are 
symptomatic of a deeper problem with 
Narasimha Rao’s prime ministership. It 
is no aeddettt that the differences only 
developed sfter he began to believe that 
he was so invincible that he needed to do 
nothing and that every issue could be 
'managed'. 

Sonia Caruttii's concerns, it is now 
clear, cannot be managed by simply call¬ 
ing her Madam and playing humUe- 
humble to her face while disregarding 
her priorities once herbal is turned. 

h u 1 lesson that Narasimha Rao has 
leamt the hard way. Widi a bit of luck, 
he will now also learn that Ittok's pro¬ 
blems cannot be 'maniiged'. The tkao- 
ral defeats. Ae proUems with Sonia Gan- 
Ai and the eniiiely avoidAle crisis over 
sugar em erg e from the same failing: 
Rao't unwillingness to actuall y do anyth¬ 
ing ex<^ make poua noises, secure in 
the belief Aai he is invincible. 

Now that he has come to terms with 
his vulnerability, it is lime that he also 
came to terms wiA his failings. • 







Ladle in the eye 


The brutal and total blinding of a visually-handicapped student stuns Delhi 


A a bizarre Dickeosiin twin. 
Milhilcsh Kumar, a 20>year*old 
student of the Senior Secondary 
School for the Blind in Kinpway 
Can^, Delhi, weoi to ask for 
mc«e. Insi^ (4 ^viag hin a bdping, 
themes boy Aew into a rage and gored 
Mhhileah'fi right eye with the ladle be 
was doling out food. 

The pain was sharp and piercing. 
Something began oozing (nja his eye 
and drippieg to his hue a^ neck. It tast¬ 
ed salty. Mithilesh could sense that be 
had bio badly hurt but wasn’t sure of 
what bid actujdly happened. He asked 


the suffers, who Ind gMhered around 
him, whether it was Mo^ 

Only ooe of them replied. He said U 
was water, that there wm nothing to 
worry about, and walked aw^. 

Mithileid) kfi the mess with lus other 
bliCHl fneods. “Chaiu, chaiit mere pair 
per gir foba tha. PkU maine apne dotf. 
/tfko tiioda, ihoda dikhia hoi. te pc^h- 
ha ki dekh yaar. usne kaha the parti gir 
raha hai par hafud dard ho raha hoi 
(The fluid w^ dripping oo oy feet as I 
was watlong. So I asked one of tny p«t)‘ 
ally bliod htends u> check. The rnffer 
h«l said it was water, but it was hurting a 


hH)." said Mithilesh. who had partial 
vuoain his right eye. oniil the Inddeot 
OQ15 December. 

Socneone gave him a handkerchief to 
soak the Mood. But it just wasn’t 
enough. Several soaked handkerdiiefs 
later, some of the students to^ Miihi- 
lesh to an office clerk. Shivr^ 
Cbaudhry, to ask for help. He refused 10 
do anything, and so did A.N. Das. the 
bealih ofRm tt the hostel, saying that 
nobody was ftae. He said they should 
lake Mithilesh to a dispensary. 

The boys did jnt that. Escorted by 
Prtaham hidiak, one of Mitiulesb’i 












idboolmciea «dih psiial visioru ibe 
boyi (ode an tuio-rii^riitw a&d fusbed 
him to the Bar Hindu Rao Hospital aeve* 
Ti] kUometres away. 

MithikshHeye bad been badly dama* 
led. On 16 December, docton p erform- 
ed an openukn and out tlw orpn. 
Yet.nobodyhomifaehosteladnumttra- 
lion viahed jhe bocpiial. 

Later, fecuperatiAi in hia dank room 
b the Kingsway Camp hoatd, Mithileeh 
was ptailoeophlcal ab^ life. 'IVhen the 
doom asU to sign on the form. I just 
said that life and death is beyond our 
hands. The doctors got 
very angry and asked me 
to be more oprinuatic, ' 
said the boy hw Rnifir. 

Bihar. 

In a strange way, Mithi* 
tesh seems lo have heed¬ 
ed that last-minute admo¬ 
nition before the opera¬ 
tion. Instead of choking 
with unshed tears over 
the incident and railing 
against an unjust world 
which has taken away 
whatever hide vision he 
had, Mithilesh is determi¬ 
ned to fight for his nghts. 

He has not informed 
his parents and famify in 
Bihar as yei. "M lo 4Hm 
katne ka mausam hat 
Abhi unko pareshan 
kama ihetk nahin hat 
(This is the harvest sea¬ 
son. It would not be pro¬ 
per to worry diem now)," 
he said, and went on to 
ask a mess worker, who 
happened to walk into the 
room, why he didn't get 
his boiled egg and juice 
as advised by the doctor. 


Suhader wasn't arouod. but Suresh, 
the mesa helper, was. ”1 am new in diis 
^ace. I came hoe otdy five mcsite ago 
and don't recogw anybody," said 
Milhilcah. recouittmg the eveau of diH 
aAemooo. "Sureab probably got intoy- 
ed with me because of that” 

He asked Sureab for some vegetables, 
sayrng thm be was in a huny. He toM 
him that he had lo reach Piharganj at a 
eertaiii tune BDd wouldn't be abk to lake 
bit exams if be was Uie. T also told hinv 

'If you «e busy. I'll go nd take it 
myself.” said Midttleah. 


4 ^ureah. who lad been working at the 
Vtneii as a helper for several months, 
has been absconding since the incident. 
The pcdice. who were iracUve till the 
story fait the newspapers, are still look¬ 
ing for him; the Directmate of Social 
Welfare is itill to begin its ertqiury (in 
fact, it tock noa of & incident only a 
wedt laer); and the hostel authorities 
an yet to visit Mithiksh in his room. 
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"We get repeated complaints of the 
staff harassing the inmates or beating 
them up. Over the last three years, we 
have been getting one such complaint 
every two months, said S.K. Rungta. 
general secretary of the National 
Federation of the Blind 


But (he macabre incident ii only a cli¬ 
mactic outcome of the horrible state of 
affain in (he hostel for the blind run by 
^ the Delhi administntion- 
* *1 directonic of social 
1 welfare. JYk administra¬ 
tion nms two schools for 
the Mind in the city. And 
the situation in both is 
alarming. 

"We get repealed com- 
li^nU of (he staff harass¬ 
ing the inmates or beating 
tkim up. Over the last 
three yean, we have been 
getting one such com- 
plaini every two 
months," said S.K. Rung¬ 
ta. general secretary of 
the National Pederation 
of the Blind. The pro¬ 
blem is that this is seen as 
a punishment posting by 
both (he staff and the 
government, Insteid of 
looking after the stu¬ 
dents. (he staff spends all 
its energy in pilfering 
fcodsiuff from the 
kitchen.’ 


T tie coniidence has come M a price. 

Mithilesh was perhaps not as sure 
when he went for lunch with tiuec others 
at 1.30 pin on 15 December. Mithilesh 
was in a bit of a hurry. He had to rush to 
his school in Pahargaj to mngc for a 
writer for the exams the next day. 

He went and sat on tus seat and asked 
for lunch. Nobody respooded. Ten 
minutes later, he asked for food again, 
and someone came and put some chapat- 
tlson his plate. But there were no vegeta¬ 
bles. AflCT another wait, he weru to (he 
counter shouting for Sunoder. the natn 
c^. 


Suresh didn't take too kindly ^ ^ 
suggestkm and staned pushing him 
around. "I also got angry and asked him 
to take his hwds off me. At this, he said, 
'You want a spoon? Here take it.' and 
shoved die ladle into my eye," Mithilesh 
recalled in I deadpan vrece. 

A crowd had gaboed on bcanng the 
commotion, and Suresh initiiJIy tried to 
pass the row by saying that Mithiksb 
had beaten hun up. But no one believed 
him because Mithilesh was alre^y Mee- 
ding profusely. !t is anoihff maner, 
however, that nobody thougM it fit to 
tell bim exactly bow aenom his tiguries 
were. 


This, combined with 
the callousness of the offi¬ 
cers running the place, 
has made for an institu¬ 
tion which has bred 
hostility and resentment. The place, 
rather inappropriately called Seva Kutir, 
is dark and dingy; the hostel rooms are 
dirty and swept only whM some VIP is 
visiting; the bathrooms are smelly and 
never cleaned. 

The discomfreis are only a pan of the 
picture. Tbe students say corruption is 
rampant: instead of hiring regular hel¬ 
pers. beggars from a nearby home for 
destitutes ^ also run by the Delhi admi¬ 
nistration — are brought to clean uten¬ 
sils and help in the kitchen. Besides, 
(here have been umpteen incidents of 
strangers entering the rooms and walk¬ 
ing away with the belongings of the 
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boarders. 

Iht last time the students complained 
dx ' were thrashed *A few days ago, 
one of our peons came checking the 
rooms ai night. We only told him to 
knock or identify himself before commg 
into the room b^use we can't see who 
the person is. InsteKl of trying to under¬ 
stand the proUem. particulariy in the 
light of the numerous inddents of theft, 
he got angry and started hittiagtheboy,’' 
said Shiv Narain, i student. 

The only thing that has kept the stu- 
denu* moi^high is their unify and soli¬ 
darity. In October, the 110 students of 
tlw hostel began a hunger strike demand¬ 
ing tl» dismissal or. at least, the transfer 
nf the principal. G.S. Rsthod Ihey call¬ 
ed off the strikeonly after the administra¬ 
tion assured them that some action 
would be taken. 

Of course, nothing has been done. 
And the students' charter of demands 
in which they alcsed for studio recording 
facilities in the hostel to help them in 
exams, sports equipments and an end to 


the fakecertificaie racket — is gauiering 
dust 

The administration has responded 
with its usual platitudes. While principal 
Rathod was not avaolabk for conunou, 
ocher staHers said that the root of the pro¬ 
blem was overcrowdirtg. Other allega¬ 
tions of harassmem were simply dismiss¬ 
ed as being bMleis. 

Butthettudenis arc rM helpless in the 
face of this elaborate cover-up. What 
h ai ye ned (o Mithilesh has only streng¬ 


thened their resolve to get justice. 
"People ace mistaken if they think we 
are heljriess just because we can't see. 
We have to fight against this injustice, ” 
said a boy peunting to iHeir play field lit- 
lered with glass which hadn’t \icca clear¬ 
ed desfMie repeated reminders. 

Will we have to wait for another 
Mithilesh before we begin to see wlw is 
going so obviously wrong? • 
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The day of the judges 


A High Court ruling declaring the boycott of Parliament illegal puts 
both the Bangladesh government and Opposition in a spot 

T he recent political crisis in iod. They also (otncd the Opposition would be biased. For. the latter had l^n 
Bangladesh, caused by the boy- dcm«d for a neotn] ctnaktt govern- the president of the Bagerhat unit of (h( 
co» of five consecutive ses- mem 'Ulegal* and directed the MPs to ruling Bangladesh Naiiuna) Party 
sions of Parliament by 154 join the l^slaoue wiifain three days of (BN?)jusibefore his appointment in ear- 
ODOOSitUm MPs. has siven the summooinc of the next session. ly 1994. 


T he recent political crisis in 
Bangladesh, caused by the boy¬ 
cott of five consecutive ses¬ 
sions of Parliament by 154 
OppositUm MPs, has given 
rise to a situation that is unprecedented 
in the constitutional history of South 
Asia. 

First, the Commonwealth Secretary- 
General directly intervened by sending 
over his emissary in an unsuccessful bid 
to start a dialogue between the contend¬ 
ing parties. And now, in a Wzarre turn of 
events, the judkiary finds itself ri^ in 
Che midst of che country's boiling pol id¬ 
eal caiddroo. 

On 11 Decembeft a tw^mendw 
[Mtaka High Court Division Bench 
decreed ihe Opp^dofl boycoQ of Pirlii- 
ment illegal and unconsticudonal. The 
judges even asked the government of 
Khaleda Zia to recova through *legal 
process* all allowances and benefits 
drawn by the MPs during the boycott per¬ 


iod. They also termed the Opposition 
demand for a neotnl caret^ier govem- 
mem 'illegal* and directed the MPs to 
•join the l^slaoue within three days of 
the summooing of the next session. 

The highest appellate division of the 
Supreme Court, however, soothed dte 
Opposition by staying the opermion of 
the judgement till 15 Janiiaiy, when a 
rive-member Ben^ headed by the Chief 
Justice will beer the case. Sabita Ranjan 
Paul, a constitutional expert, however, 
tenned the judg^nenc 'unprecedented 
in history*. 

Earlier. Bangladesh Chief Justice Sha- 
habuddin Ahmed lejected on 6 Decem¬ 
ber a joint plea by three Opposition 
groups for a larger Bench to hev the writ 
pedtioa against dteir boycott of 
Parliament, 

He turned down arguments of the 
Opposition thtf the verdict to be given 
by Juaikt Kasi A.T. Monwaniddin. one 
of the two judges hearing the petition. 


would be biased. For. the latter had ifiibn 
the president of the Bagerhat unit of ih( 
ruling Bangladesh National Party 
(BN?) just before h i s appointment i n ear¬ 
ly 1994. 

But even the ^)position leaders 
could not guess what would happen 
nexL On 11 Decemb e r, after delivering 
the judgement. Justice Monwaivddin 
went back to his New Baily Road resid¬ 
ence in Dhaka to find his co-tenant's car 
damaged by home -made bombs. 

The co-teoani, Mosharraf Hossain, is 
(he president of (he Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi 
Samlty (Nationalist Lawyers' Associa¬ 
tion). a ruling party front. It is suspected 
that the uoidmufied youths mi a motor 
cycle, who threw the bombs, mistook 
his car for the judge* s. 

In an ovcnealous move, the judge 
immediaiely calledjoumalists lohis resi¬ 
dence to explain his judgement. He had 
by his side Fazlul Haq Mllon. president 
the BNP's student wing. Jatiyatad- 
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Rolling In riches 


The enviable pay-packets of Bangladeshi MPs 


«kiiLH>RaJ judges in ihe Supreme Court 
was not approved by the PF^deni. 

It was Sheikh Mujib. Bangladesh's 
first President and father of Opposition 
leader Hasina, who. through the fourth 
amendment of Ux Consiituticm. did 


I t's unlikely that the Bangl^eah 
government will proceed on the 
High Court's suggestion for recove* 
ry of salariei and allowances drawn 
^ the boycotting MPs as this will 
only complicate the situation. But il 
'is interesting to note that the total 
amount drawn by the concerned MPs 
during this period is to The tune of a 
staggering Taka 20 mili ion (Tk I «Re 
0 . 80 ). according to estimates of the 
Parliament secretariat. 

While dw per capita income of a 
Bangladeshi is USS 250 (Rs 7.750). 
the Member of Parliament he elects 
becomes an insunt millionaire. 

bach of ihc country's 330 MPs 
draws an amount of Tk 14.200 (USS 
.335 orRs 10.385) every month. This 
includes Tk 6.000 as salary. Tk 4.000 
fortele^dione.Tk 1.500ticomiimen* 
cy allowance. Tk 1.500 for maimtiiK 
ing office in the constituency. Tk 
1.000 a.^ entertainment allowance 
and Tk 200 as medical c apcnscs. 

Over and above this, an MP is 
ciiiiiled to Tk 250 for attending every 
session of Parliament. He gets the 
same amount for each of three days 
preceding and following a session. 
The lawmaker gets a similar amount 


hadi Chhatru Dal. and other leaders of 
the puny. A pillar Bengali daily. 
Jaoakuutha. I'nmi paged the judge's 
reading out the verdict w hh Mikm 
siandingby his side. 

This was enough to set the powder 
keg al i ght. The Opposj i ion parties held a 
mcming chaired by Sheikh Husina and 
asked Presideni Ahdur Riihman Ki>wa'>. 
Ihc appointing authority for Judges, to 
immcdulcly sack Justice M<>nwarvddin 
for gross misconduct 

Hven ihc staunchest suppr'iners 
Prime Minister Khaleda /lu were shock¬ 
ed ui thcaciion.s o| the Judge, ds they fell 
rhai h(* h.xl Mied in n pajiisun manner 

B UI why did the Chief Justice. Shaha- 
huddin Ahmed, allow judge Mon* 
waruddin to hear the petition ? 

According to observers, C'hicf Jusiice 
Ahmed paid Khaleda hack in her own 
coin. Justice Monwaruddin is otk i>r the 



for aiiending a meeting of a parlia¬ 
mentary funding commitiee or a sub¬ 
committee. There are 115 fuch 
commitieec. 

According to an eatimaie by the 
Aew]y*croaied Parliament soerttari- 
at, (he 154 Opposition MPk. who boy- 
cotied five sessions of Parfiarnem in 
1994 to pres.s for a neutral caretaker 
gos'cmmcnt. got Tk 22.500 each for 
66 sittings despite staying away from 
(he legislature. 


nine controvenial judges «q)poinicd by 
President Biswas in consultation with 
the Prime Minister and with (he ^ )pt o - 
val of law minisicr Mir/a Golam Hafir. 
He did iMM seek any assent tn>m Justice 
Ahmcti. 

Justice Ahmed ulso look cacqUHW 
when his recomincndaiHMi for Ihc 
uppointmcni of three sensor lawyers os 

Jotka Kad A.T. MMwareMla {lift) 
with IMP Indtf MIIm aMrmlni thi 
prtsK a pvtisan ttaad? 



Cliiti Jaftica smiiaMdiii AbiHd 
llaft): aethfi joileiaMly? 

away with the provision of consuliai inn 
with the Chief JuMicc for appoint men i 
of judges. Prime Minister Khalcdu 
husband, President ^iaar Rahman, on 
assuming power, had restored it vcrhally. 

Justice Shahuhuddin Ahmed made 
history in 1991 by conducting Ihc freest 
and fairest ever pariiamcniary election 
in Bangladesh us the acting Resident of 
a carctake r govern meni. 

He. however, refused to hand over 
power to Khideda after Ihc BNP won (he 
ciccurai. saying ihai the presideniiul sys¬ 
tem. under which he had assumed office 
on 6 December, 1990. had no room for 
handing over power to the PM. 

But both Khaleda and Hasina agreed 
to implernmt the resolution adopted 
jointly by all anti-Enhad parties on 1 
November, 1990, and changed the form 
of government from a presidential to a 
pariiameniary one. through the 11 th and 
12 ih consiiiutional amendments. 

After Khaleda assumed power with 
(he support of 18 Jamaai MPs. Ahrned 
relumed to his curlier job as Chief Justi¬ 
ce. Hisreiiremeni is due on .3] January, 
1995. 

Bui Justice Ahmed has probably not 
been aMe to forgive Khaieda 7.ia for 
slighting him, and has delivered his last 
mdNtcr* stroke through his judgement of 
6 December. 1994. preparing grounds 
forihcfuiurc imbroglio. • 

Mm JWMRgfr/nMcg 








Scam scandal—or spice ? 



KilJpcuilh has gone hccanse Gian Pn- 
kash pronounced him \'niird> n^>p(mvl• 
hlc" for Ihc sugar "crisis'*. Rcasc mA< 
Ihc word: not ihc sugar ''scam'*; w* ihc 
}iUgar*mixSdle*';noi ihesugar'scandar 
— bui ihe sugar "crisis". Yci. the nioiiu 
and ihcir marioneiies have heen 
insistently punraymg Kaipnath as the 
mafia don ihc treasury hmhes rather 
than the victim of circumstances he 
could not have foreseen when he nppi’s* 
cd imporis fie the soke of impons, 1 hat. 
in fact, is the genesis of the sugar "cfi* 
sis*, even if Gian Pnkash has gUvsscJ 


over this m(Tst germane fact. 

The problem with habus making ' piv* 
h mi nary administrative enquiries'* is 
their penchant for hyperbole. Tbe> gel 
seized hy the desire io go down in hisUv 
ly as a kind (»!'ersatz iuslice V. Knshiiu 

Iyer nr Justice Chandrachud — judges 
King in words and shon in ihoughl. Ji is 
the syndrome which pcmKalcs the Oian 
Prakash Repitfi. 

THE KICK'OPP point of the crisis was | 
that at Ihc end of September sugar ' 

M<vks were several lakh tonnes lower 


UKay, so we vc 
got poor Kaipnath 
Rai's scalp. Whai 
have we gamed? 
And what have we 
luM? Well, wliai 
we've gained Is 


head. True, but as I 
asked in Parlia¬ 
ment, has the head been worth the hunt? 
And what have we lost? Weil, that's a 
rather more complicated tale. Lei's get 
on with it. 


The media have 
been insistently 
portraying 
Kaipnath Rai a$ 
the mafia don of 
the treasury 
benches rather 
than the victim of 
circumstances 
he could not have 
foreseen 


v.<' 





















(hin they had been in the same month 
(be previous year. The sugar stock posi* 
(ion at $ep(ember-end has traditio^Iy 
been (he amber I i^t which akrts govern* 
merit to the need to deckle whether 
j mports wiU or will not be required. 

The Cabinet Committee on Prices 
(CPP) met within a fonnight of the end 
of September. 11 days to be precise, on 
11 October. 1993. and decided that Kalp' 
nath should examine whether “marginaJ 
imporu" might not be required. 1 get 
both these nuggets of infonnation from 
the Gian Prakash Report (as indeed (get 
all the facts I am going to adduce from 
the same npon and that report only). 

Having noted the facts, however, 
Gian Prakash fails to highlight tteir 
significance. One, that the CCP did act 
with despatch in recognising the amber 
signal. Second, thai no one at that stage 
suggested that we go ia for the massive 
15 lakh tofines we eventually imported; 
DO more than "marginal impofts** were 
coniemplated. 

ft does not Inquire a Gian Prakash to 
ask oneself why. given the lower stock 
poaidon In September 1993, only ‘mar- 
giml impons" were even considered. 



Pint off. sugar imports are a damned 
expensive business: they not only requi* 
re vast otolays of foreign exchange, diey 
also generally inv^ve huge subsidies to 
cover the g^ between die high prices at 
which sugar is traded ia (he intemadona] 
market and (he rmSveiy much lower pri • 
ces at whi^ sugar is made available to 
(helndlaficoQsuRier. 

Second, there was nodang In the 


amber light to suggest that any major 
shortage was in the offing. Imports were 
not required to be more than "marginal" 
because, in October 1993. it was phmari • 
ly a question of abundant caution rather 
than an inescapable imperative. 

THIS UWMMINT is reiitforeed by 
four other facts which Gian Prakash has 
mined without, apparently, recognising 
their signihcancc. One, that (he ministiy 
of agriculture wu optimistic about the 
prospects for the sugar crop. Second, 
that the Indian Sugar Mills Association 
(1SMA) dtared chat optimism. Third, 
(hat the optimism was reflected in refill¬ 
ed sugar output in October 1993. when it 
rou by over 21 per cent, and rose again 
the following month (November l%3) 
by afonber 16 per cent And fourth, dial 
tte ministry o( finance was not going 
whittle doira its fatemus little ho^ 
foreign exchange or kiss goodbye to its 
despcjtte bid to coaiaio (he budget defi¬ 
cit by shelling out the vast mocriah requi¬ 
red even for margini] impons unless a 
cnai-iron ctae wu made out for import¬ 
ing tugv here ir)d now. 

Thus, while the CPP-conunissioned 













lady w«s uodef pceptrutoi, the fanner, 
f^raented by die mittiury of i^ricuhu- 
ns (he produm, reprcaented by ISMA. 
the coneuflter, represented by KaipAtih, 
and you and I, represeoted by Manmo- 
han Singh, weie ^1 of one mind ^ (bat 
imports were not requiied. 

Oian Pnkasb ti»o points out that 
shortages, if any, would manifesi them* 
selves in the m0;et only in Rud'1994; 
the lead time for imports being a mere 60 
d^s, a final decision to in^iort could 
ce^y be postponed lo the spring of 
1994 withmi any harm being cauaed to 
anyone. So, you c«i, if you wish, add 
Gian Prakash (kicking a^ sereammg) 
to the listof pe^k who do not see any 
overwhelming necessity to import on 6 
December, when the CCP met to const' 
der Kalpnath's ruminations on the 
subject. 

There were two concerned panks 
who disagreed. One was the food secreta* 
ry. back^ up by expens in his depart¬ 
ment. The other was the minister of slate 
for civil supplies, the noble A.K. Anto¬ 
ny, worthy successor to Shakespeare's 
Mark Antony. Their objection pnveiu* 
ed a decision from being taken. Neither 
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did Kalpnaib — and the anu*iinpon 
lobby—prev^;oordid Anooy aadlhc 
pro-iiBpon prevail. That being oo impe¬ 
rative to import or deaisi from imparts, 
the mailer waa kept under watch till fir¬ 
mer information was tvuiabk about the 
acntal size of (he su garcane crop. 

IMANWHU, MUUYAM Sin^ 
Yadav, my humskakat, became cluef 
minister of Unv Pradesh. His victory 
souoM it death-knell of the VHP and 
ittco^d'etat in Ayodhya. It also sound¬ 
ed (he death-koell of sales tax in UP. 

What 00 oite knew was that it was 
also going to sound the death-knell of 
one ^ the key emtehes on which the refi • 
oed sugar industry ia India has always 
Tcated: govemcnent regulation of tht 

unnufli of sugarcane (h« can be diveii- 

ed by the farmer away from the giant refi¬ 
ned sugar industry to the cootge indus¬ 
try that converts sugarcane imo what is 
variously described in difTerem parts of 
India m gur. Mandsarr or jaggery. 

Ciao Prakish meniiotis this in his 
r eport—but then glosses over it. I fail to 
understand why. After all. this was the 
otain point ma^ by Kalpnath Rai when 


‘• 1 ^ 


he first defended hb position in Paxlia- 
mem under intensive fire during the 
monsoon seasiort I daresay it must 
have continued to be the main point of 
his defence before Gian Prskash. Yet. 
Gian Prakash glides over the point — 
neither accepting It, nor rejecting it, 
merely gl iding over it os if he were on ice- 
skater rather than a former CAG. 

Uttar Pradesh is our single-largest pro¬ 
ducer of sugarcane. If. in whai it docs 
with Its su|arcarK. UP mainioins its 
traditional ratio of sugargjtr. then a giv¬ 
en (Quantity of sugarcane can be colcuiai* 
ed to yield a given quantliy of refined 
sugar. Muloyam Singh simply changed 
the goal posts. 

In one fell swoop, in mid-January 
1994, Mulayam Singh suddenly rescind¬ 
ed (he decades-old order which had regu¬ 
lated tte share of the sugorcane crop that 
the fanner was oblig^ to sell to the 
sugar facioncs. So much was this in the 
farmers* own interest that lakhs of ton¬ 
nes of cone that would normally have 
found their way to the fuciories were 
diverted instead to small village industr¬ 
ies making gur and other native 
sweeteners. 
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WITNM A few of thti coovuiuon. 

CUu ilated in wnting tbai he 
fivourtd impccte ^ on 24/1/94, if, like 
me. you ire a stickler for dates, the due 
of hb second note to die CCP. HU ami- 
imports rebellion bed lasted all of 49 
days. His diange of heart was occasion¬ 
ed by a decision taken in Lucknow of 
whkh neither he nor anyone else had an 
inkling on ld/i2/93—but which every¬ 
one in die sugar business understood the 
significance of the mimne Muliyam 
changed die rules ^ the game. 

If there were an ounce of fairness in 
the media and their manoneoes, surely 
someone should have looked into this 
angle—at least after Kaipnath pleaded 
this defence in extenuation of his stand 
in the House in August 1994. Tragically. 
Che media and their markmcnes have 
(ransformed our democracy into a 
RonuD cdosseum. 

The spectaton gather in die stadium 
as the gladiators come into the arena. 
And Just as the screaming mobs of 
Rome would urge die Roman Emperor 
to give the signal for the victorious gladi¬ 
ator to finally kill his brother- 
competitor. so also do our media and 
their mariooetics scream for Mood 
revenge in the political aieoa. 

That* 1 think, is the tragic loss we have 
suffered on 22/12^ in the dismissal of 
Kqilnath Rai to satisfy the Mood-lust of 
the media and their marionetts. Kalp- 
nath Rai is dispensibic. but are reason 
and fuiplay also dispensible? 

Mil CONSIDDI also the monl import 
of Mulayam Singh's decision. The poor 
case fanner of India prefers to sell his 
cane to gar producers. The really poor of 
India eat gur, not sugar. Should we not 
be thinking of the impoverished kisan 
and the really poor consumer? Yes. you 
might say. but what of the consumer 
wto does eat sugar? Many such con¬ 
sumers. you mighi add, are also poor. or. 
at any rate, not affluent. For them, we 
have the Public Disoibution System 
(PDS). 

The PDS is fed by an enomiousiy 
complicated system of 'levy sugar* and 
"free-sale sug^. 1 would not wish to 
poliuta this journal fot family readuig 
with the details, but "levy sugar" is what 
dw mills ate forced to sell to government 
at low prices for subsidised sale duough 
the n)S; "free-sale sugar* is what the 
mill-owners can flog in the open market 
at whatever prices tte market will bear. 

Whti it CP? decided post- 
Mulayam, at its meeting on 9 Match, 
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1994. was diat there was an^le sugs 
avadaMe, or could be made ivaHiMe. to 
ineet (i>S needs through to the next set* 
son. If there was any reason to in^ion at 
aD. that would be for frce-sale sugar 
only And in the open mwket, Mulayam 
ootwitbstandrag. even Gian Prakash 
concedes that there was "no panic*; pri¬ 
ces would rise, but it was 00 ^e's ex]M- 
tatioQ that die anticipated price rise 
would requite anyone to push any 
pank-butioB. 

The CPP. therefore, decided on 9 
March to put sugar io^orts on Open 
Genera] Licence (OGL) to that private 
tnden could import the marginal quatui- 
ties required to offiei the marginal 
increase in open market prices then anti- 
dpaied. 

1WO MONIMi Uter. however, the 
open market price of sugar shot up to Rs 
15'Ri 17 per kilo. There were two proxi¬ 
mate causes for this, for one of which 
Kaipnath was not responsible and for 
one of which he was. The cause for 
which he bears no responsibiNty was 
STC's failure to effect imports in time. 
Since then was no such deUy on the part 
of MMTC. we are talking of. perhaps, a 
cou^ of lakh tonnes that might have 
found their way into the open market in 
May had STC acted with greater 
despatch. 

Tbe other cause for which Kaipnath 
must bear sole responsibility is that he 
cut down the sugar release into (he free- 
sale market in May 1994 by 2.25 lakh 
tonnes. This represents about 0.25 per 
cent of India's annual consumption of 
sugar. That is why 1 suggested in (be Lok 
Ssi^ that the Prime Minister award Kal • 
pnalh 0.25 per cent of the punishment 
demanded by the Opposition! 

By June 1994. open market prices 
uantd falling. By the time the monsoon 
was over, the crisis was over. At no lime 
during tbe crisis was the issue ^ce of 
PDS sugar raised. ITien what the hell is 
the fuss about? More to the point, why 
did no one in the media even allude to 
any of this? Was it not because Kaipnath 
did not go to Doon School and does not 
speak ^gtish in the refined accents of 
Karen TIutpar, who I saw last night on 
ty^itness mercilessly bullying the 
poor gsmrar from Mau^hosi? 

"Miechlef, thou art afoot." as Mark 
Antony (and. who knows, perhaps A.K. 
Antony too) said. "Now take whin cour¬ 
se thou wilt." • 

(Tht MMH VI MB OAmn »» tfOM MO 
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False alarni 

The Kashmir issue failed to cut any ice at the OIC summit in Casablanca 


■ If jutiilaekm io (hts 

coontfy over the 
fiasco ctf Pildsun's 
resoJulion at the UN 
Human Rights Com¬ 
mission io Geneva 
wts unseemly, paihe* 
dc is the only wnf6 lo 
describe Benoair Bhutto's exultation 
over her "triumph " in persuading the 
Casablanca summit of the Orgamsarion 
of Islamk Conference (OIC) to Issue a 
prO'Pakisiani "special declaration' on 
Kashmir. 

This, according to her. has 'intematlo* 
tialised" the Kashmir Issue. Indeed, she 
has gone so far as to cKai m that (be earlier 
exertions at the UNHRC and the UN 
General Assembly that had blown up 
into Pakistan's own face were really 
"carefully planned" moves in pursuance 
of her "stntegy" to "comer" India 
internationally! 

The beleaguered Pakistani Prime 
Minister is welcome to whatever sdf* 
congratulation she thinks she can get 
away with. In her country she is in even 
dec^r political trouble than P.V, Nara- 
simha Rao is here even though, unlike 
him, she has lost no elections. What mat* 
ters is that people in this country should 
not magfii^ what has happened at Casa¬ 
blanca the way Benazir hu done. 

It is gratifying, therefore, that the offi¬ 
cial spokesman of the external affairs 
ministry took his time to react to the OIC 
declaration and made a short, dignifted 
statement deploring the QIC's "one¬ 
sided and distorted* view of the situa¬ 
tion in Jammu and Kashmir. He rubbed 
in that the Casablanca summit had taken 
no cognisance erf Pakistan's "perpetra- 
licHi of terrorism" in Indian territo^ nor 
of New Delhi's willingness to hold talks 
on Kashmir, repeatedly turned down by 
Islamabad. 

The South Block's emphasis on 
"trans-border" terrorism by Pakistan is 
both appropriate and timely. In our pre¬ 
occupation with Pakistan, we must not 
overlook that leading members of th^ 
OIC themselves are exasperated with ter¬ 
rorism and Islamic extremism directed 


against thems^ves. The summit's host. 
King Hasian of Morocco, and several 
other heads of states. Including the Presl- 
dents of Egypt and Algeria, denounced 
terrorism and extremism in no uncertain 
terms. 

This sentiment is boursd to grow even 
within the Islamic organisation for the 
sln^ reason ihai more and more mem¬ 
ber governments are certuog under pres¬ 
sure from Islamic extremists and 
fundamentalists. 

Ironically, the PLO (Palestine Libera¬ 


tion Organlaatloo). enjoying auUMomy 
in Gaza, as a prelude to eventual sove¬ 
reignty. b undW attack from the extrem¬ 
ist Hemas whkh gets support from seve¬ 
ral OIC members. 

It is on the basis of dus sentiment (hat 
this country should try to build its rela¬ 
tions with the more responsible OIC 
m«nbers. rather than treat every orte in 
Che OIC IS implacably hostile. 

Above all. New jnusi nor make 
tbe of investing the OIC with 

undue impoitance or influence. It is a 
deeply-divided body. It has no previous 
success (0 boast of. Any fumit success 
seems even more unlikely. On the burn¬ 
ing question of Bosnia, it it unable to 
come forward with anything except the 


stale suggestion of lifting the arms 
embargo on "Muslim Bosnia". 

It is 2so noteworthy (hat the Casablan¬ 
ca declaration on Ki^mir is no dift'er- 
ent from the formulation adopted by the 
OIC foreign minlsiers in Islamabad In 
September. Immediately after the Isla¬ 
mabad mlnisierlal contoncc. the OIC 
countries had gone to (he UN General 
AasemMy whm (hey had refused to go 
along wl^ Pakistan. 

There has been some criticism of 
New Delhi's decision to let the Hurriyal 


leaders from Kashmir go to Casablanca. 
It is misplaced. Tlus action lock (be 
wind out of Pakistani sails. What Is 
more, the Huniyai leaders saw for them¬ 
selves (hat most OIC countries did not 
bother aboiu them or Katiimir. For their 
part, they took a position (hat irked Paki¬ 
stan because of (heir emphasis on inde¬ 
pendence. The "prime minister" of Azad 
Kashmir immediately endor^ them, 
adding to Islamabad' s discomfi rure. 

I( is, of course, clear that the Hurriyat 
leaders went (o the OIC in their indivi¬ 
dual capacity, not in a icpresentative 
capacity. But then they were in good 
company. Rulers of most of the .^2 OIC 
countries have no repreMoiaUve capaci¬ 
ty at all. « 
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Tamil Nadu chirf 
minister Jayalalitha 
and Governor Channa 
Reddy are embroiled 
in a bitter feud 




0 l984,theDMKaDd1he AIAD- 
MK. in repreaenltfions lolhc Juni* 
ce R.5. Stfkafis Cocnmiuioa on 
centre-MJte re3atjoDS,hidbodical- 
M (he post of Govenor superflu¬ 
ous end wani^ it scnpped 

Now, efler ten yeen. with duef miiu- 
ster ityaUlithi and Coventor M. Oun- 
lU Re^y locked In a Nner fight, the 
AlADMR government in Tamil Nadu 
seems hell*ben( on making the post tho> 
roughly redundm. and this u posing pal* 
pihle threats of a coosdluiional 
breakdown. 

The chief minister his shuffled her 
ministry without consulting the Cover* 
nor, hm invoked a state love mme nt 
business rule to slop files being sent to 
Raj Bhaw for approval and has grant* 
ed the slate chief secretary an esiensioo 
of service without the Governor's 
consent. 

The cunent bout of confrontaiion. 
however, began with Jayalalitha forwar¬ 
ding on 8 October to Rij Bhavan a file 
on changes in the ponfdios of some 
ministers. At least two of them. E 
Madhusoodanan and K. Lawrence, had 
continued in the ministry, thanks only lo 
the soured relations between Jayalalitha 
and Reddy. The cold war bet^Uen the 
two had kept the chief minister away 
from Raj Kiavan. and any Cabinet 
reshuffle would require her to meet the 
Governor personally and recommend a 
change in ponfbikis. 

It*5 thw strained ties that would 
account largely for the fact that the same 
chief minister, who shuffled her Cabinet 
or reallocated portfolios eighl times in 
her first 16 moolhs that h^ the ptiant 
Bhishma Narain Sin^ as Governor, did 
no such thing In the 23 months since 
Reddy look over. This, despite 
MiK ministers were hwg- 
causing her great pdiikal 



It is in this back^ound that the file 
reUiing lo the portfolio shuffle was sent 
to Reddy throu^ a junior offkial. Peev¬ 
ed at thb 'breach convention' Reddy 
sat on the files. 

Widi the files awaiting clearvKe. 
some miiusiers had sivted getting 
cocky — a fta borne out by the way 
they went about manipulating (he AIAC^ 
MK's internal elections at the district 
kvd. 

Ansious 10 pm dieae ministers in thdr 
place and lo send out clear signals to 
Reddy, JayaJalidia has t^n the extraor¬ 
dinary step of making use of some state 
govenuneiu business niks. 

ExpUoaikM (I) to rule 5 of (he Tamil 
Nadu Govenmeot Business Rules, 


1978. says. "In cases where ordos allou- 
ing business have to be issued urgently, 
the allotment may be made by the chief 
minister and iht cases circulated to the 
Governor iher issue of oiders.*’ It is (his 
rule lhat was invoked by her to bypass 
the Governor. 

Though allotment of portfcdics falls 
within (he purview of (he Governor’s 
powen unda Article 166(3) of (he Con¬ 
stitution, official sources claim (hat this 
rule h^ been invoked earlier by almost 
every ^ef minister from K. Kamar^ to 
M.C. Ramachandran. In all such cases, 
however, the orders had been issued 
ooly when the Govemor was out of the 
state. 

But in the present case, the Governor 


^ AIADMK seems hell-bent on rendering the Governor redundantj 
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WAS very much m Midras till the ifter- 
noon of [6 November, before leavini 
for Pondkheoy (Chaona Reddy holds 
addiciona] charge astheli-Oovemorof 
PoralkherTy). The executive order on 
reallocaiion came a couple of Noun later. 

Accordittg to R^ Bbavan sources* 
Chaona Reddy blew h» top over the real- 
location order on bis return to Madras 
later that night. Over the next two or 
three days, there were bectsc legal par¬ 
leys. before the Governor was finally 
advised that the goveenmeni order could 
be legally valid that he had better rati¬ 
fy it. This he did on 21 November, a full 
five days after a copy of the order re^ly 
cd Bhavao. 


I t was aAer das that the stale CabiiKt 
met 00 (7 Nov em ber and decided lo 
invoke lule 3S<4) of (he stale govern- 
meni business rules and secMoriai 
insifuctionSk* which vest the du^ mini¬ 
ster with powers to regulate files need- 
ing gubemaiorial approval. 

Under this mle. the state govemmeot 
can issue orders and then send copies of 
the orders to the Governor for infonna- 
lion. With dii&k all movemeM of files 
fiom the stale secretartei to Ra| Bhavan 
stopped. 

Taking lecoorse to this rule, the state 
govenMDent then went oo lo effect the 
transfer and poaring of Uvee seiuor IAS 
officers, even thou^ A/tideSlOof the 
Conadbtkin dearly lays down dui 


* e very person who is a member of a dvil 
service a state or holds any civil post 
in the stile holdaoffice duringthe ;4em- 
re c4 the Governor*. En^ihaaislQg the 
phrase ^pleaiae of tltt Governor'. Chan- 
na Reddy bad been stonewalling repeat¬ 
ed queries about the files sent to him 
about two months ago. 

BiM dtf legal opinion now given to the 
fovsnniciM IS that 'pleasure of the 
Governor' should be interpreted as *pka- 
sure of the government* and not the 
Governor as an iodivkluBj. It is this, thal 
\m helped the Jayalaliiha government's 
controvesstal decision to stretch the 
term of its chief secretary N. Harib* 
haskarby six months. The file itlating lo 
(his was sent to Raj Bhavan on 26 Octo¬ 
ber and it merely said. 'Thiru N. Harib- 
haskar. chief secretary to the govern¬ 
ment of Tamil Nadu, n given extenxlon 
of service for six months.” 

ITUs one-liner, according lo Raj Bha¬ 
van sources, sent Reddy throu^ the 
roof, especially as he h^ objected lo 
Haribhmkar's appointment as chief 
secietary in view of the latter's alleged 
role in die multi-crore coal import scan¬ 
dal . that rocked the state last year. 

Haribhaskar, chairman of the Tamil 
Nadu Elecihcity Boanl at that time, was 
facing alkgaiions of per^al involve¬ 
ment in the destruction or removal of 
some crucial and damaging pages from 
the flic relating to the i mpon. Despite ini - 
lial objections. Reddy had given Jayald I- 
iha an excuse by noting In the file that 
she could go ahead with the appmnt- 
ment If she was insistent. 

But when it came to extending Hanlv 
hekar's term. Reddy pul his foot down, 
and on 26 November, returned the file lo 
the government stating, "It would not be 
appropriate to give extension to him.” 

There was absolutely no valid rea¬ 
son given for the extension, which Is a 
must even for non-controvenlal offi¬ 
cers, and more so in the case of an twicer 
(ike Haribhaskar. Already, the morale in 
the stale bureaucracy is quite low, as 
thete is a widespread feeling that only a 
handful of officers are being favoured 
and rewarded. That is why the Governor 
rejected the proposal.” says the Raj Bha¬ 
van smivce. 

But that hardly mattered. On 29 
November, the government announced 
Ihfl Haiibhaskar' s term had been extend¬ 
ed in 'public interest' and that the order 
had been issued under rule 16 (IHe) of 


andUie^stateappearstobeheadingfor^^ 
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the Alt India Service Rulee. Curiously, 
the order was signed by Haribhaskai 
himself and was dated 25 November.^ 
day before Ibe Raj Bbavan faceted the 
extension. 

Sources in the stale secretarial aay 
that ifae order gniulng extension migM 
have been anie-daled, to it appear 
that the govemmeni had been for^ to 
issue the order before the Governor's 
rejection came. The sources point out 
two things in this coolex t. 

Rrst, except in one or two instances, 
the caders granting extension had been 
issued just a few days before the officer 
concerned was due to return, though he 
might have been informally idd tbtM it 
before. 

Secondly, the Haribhaskar extension 
order bean the initials of the section ofTi- 
ccr. but no date, though il is mandatory 
for every officer handling a government 
nie to a^x his initials with the date. 

U nderstandably, Jayalalitha's actions 
have caused fluttere in legal and 
political circles. Reddy, for his pan. has 
already sent in a strongly^wonkd report 
to both the Prime Minister and the Piw- 
dent, white state guvemmeni sources 
confirm that a copy of the rep o rt has 
been sent to the 4iicf secretary by the 
Rashtrapati B ha van for comments. 






How the power struggle 
began 


Uibea M. Ghimi Reddy took 
Wover Ron Bhjshma Planin 
Rmgh it ihe OowerMT of Taod 
Nadu 23 l aoaifai ago^ R w widely 
fall in Oppoa Ri oB cM pi dwt chief 
iniaRff Jqralalifhahad Mlrntfaid It 
Hk Oon^an-AIAIMIC 
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Reddy aac oyv on file cuoceitm^ 
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TheMGR-ADMK 
leader feels that 
(heextendon 
given to 
HaHbhaskaris 
Illegal. He feels 
that the legal 
validity of the 
ordeis issued by 
the officer is going 
to be questiofied 


S. THIRUNAVUKKARASU 


Defending the govemmeot tctaoo. 
senkv minister and AlADMK deyuy 
general secretary S.D. Sofflasuodanm 
pCMOu out that ite tussle over the files 
had lad its genesis at Rai Bhavan and 
that the govenunent had taken such 
extreme measures only lo ensure 
smooth functioning of the 
administraiKM). 

*Whai else can the gov er n m ent do if 
the Governor sits on all the files that are 
sent to him for approval? (f we had to 
wail indefinitely for the Governor's con* 
sent for each and evoy action, the admi* 
nisiration would have come to a stand- 
still. Maybe, that is what the Governor 
wanted to do to please his CoogreM bow 
MS.*’ says Somasundaram. 

Bui Opposition parties are already cla¬ 
mouring that there Is a breakdown In the 
Slate. "All norms have been ihrown to 
Ihe winds. There seems lo be an Idi 
Amin government ruling the slate.” says 
DMK chief M. fCarunanidhi. 

h^iniing out that his was ihe first par¬ 
ty to say that the insiituiion of Governor 
was redundant. Kaninanidhl says lhai 
this. boNvevcr. had ikm slopped M.G. 
Ramachandrun or him from according 
due respect to ihc Governor. 

"In (kc. during my three terms as 
chief minister, I have gone out of my 
way to maintain cordial relations with 


the Governor. On one occasion, when 
(he (hen Governor expressed his displea¬ 
sure aboul Ibe opendon of police Intelli¬ 
gence ofTscen In Raj Bhavan. I promptly 
called on him. dianiased his eomplaint 
and settled Ihe matter. As long as (he 
ConsiJtuiion provides for the olTice of 
the Governor, the chief minister cannoi 
afford (o have ego problems, for. the ulti¬ 
mate sufferers will be neither the CM 
nor Ihe Governor bul the people of the 


sine.” says Kaninanldhi. 

Echoing similar senlimenlk, Male 
Congress president V.K. Ramamurthi 
says. *This Is a blatant vi^ation of (he 
0 ^ of office that Jayalaliiha had taken 
when she was sworn as chief minister. 
For this reason alone, she should be 
dismissed.” 

MGR'ADMK leader S. Thirunavuh* 
karasu. who maintains that the exten¬ 
sion accorded lo HanbhasJuu is illegal. 


Thus, (he AaaaDihly aeasloo was 
tadinkafly kept alive by (has utove. 

By Dot proroguing (he AaaenMy Aod 
reconvening tt in Jamory 1994 as a 
coadnaadon of the bat aearioo of 
1993. Jay^fedM tried to deny Reddy 
Ms conultutional opportunlq' ^ 
addreuing the fiat sMsIoo the 
AaseaAly eveiy year. 

But she had to give in. when 
Reddy, hii coottdudaital 

audnriKy. refused to fix the doe for 
proMBdiif the stem budget for 
1994-9S. 

And when Cbanna Redcfy did 
address die AsaeoMy. foe s peech, 
devoid of foe dustoaory Ucany of 
Punichl Thalaivi, was repeatedly 
interrupted by jean froR^ foe AlAO- 
MKmeofoersevefyiirDeltaMatioo- 
cd iayMalifo#s name. 

b foe h a w regaam. foe feud hoi 
opeoad on a diffaent firoM. Omm 
lUddy, as chaocdlor of aQ uMvaraM- 
dea b foe state, r ej aaed a pud of 




teatotgyqbt 



MafouDolvertky. 

This row kepi foe 
atjf witho u t 
BWR fou II 


Mifow Uaiver- 
■ad abo saw 


GoromoA law lo g o s an all foeumver- 
sibet. Ihb Bdl Mer afla m^hl lo 
strip foe G ov ei nor ci his chancellor¬ 
ship ud hud the post over to the 
ciaW nlnisiff. 

NuaiOy, Reddy kepi sHdog on 
this Bin whkfo if yei to get bs Bsseoi 
or fod of foe PicsideBL 

Ofoer Id bardlialB foe 

Governor aendiAg ministers 

Jayalalitha and Reddy 
fought over Ihe 
appointment of the 
vice-chancellor of Madras 
University. Hence, the 
institution was without a 
head for nearly 11 months 


to vadoui disoici headi|ianm lo 
ca lehr da iUpbuUc Day, aod u ord 
iadniction has been hraed to dl 
drpmtaMs aska^ foetn aol to real 
otf uy of ifadr a^tcnumi or halls 
fixaoy fuaetbe in vduch Reddy any 
partlcipaie. 

The Ude pdice, too. laoumcd a 
sunmUance on foe Rid Bhavw and 
senior ounisttn started vlli^uig 
Reddy, lo fact, one mmisler, S. Km- 
issued a s ia em en t claiming 
that te lower-level staff of 1^ Bha- 
vu were subjected to physied and 
vertol abuse by foe Governor. 

Uody. a Tkmil fifia, KMffmtan. 
p refowed by /aydaliiha acolyte KX 
kunjumin of Gentleman fai^ is ihe 
dearest Index to foe depth of aotagoA- 
ism between foe twa 

The SDOvk ccntiea around foe pr^ 
tigoeda'r saecess igdnst a pki 
h a tch ed by a Govesoor todosiabilise 
foe chief mioiaar by mstigatiiig vk>- 
lence, No doubt, foe Governor In foe 
movie (pl^ed ky Oirish Kanod) is 
taa AadhnPridealL 
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ap. ji bOMAd to 
raise a goes boo nwk 
over the legal validity of 
every order that Harib- 
ha&k^ signs. How can an 
order be legal if i( ts sigiit 
ed an officer whose 
teDure In office is illegal? 

The right thing for Hvih* 
haskar would be to 
resign, rtot only to save 
himself (he embarras- 
smenL but also to uphold 
the Consbludon and the 
law." 

Concurring wilh'Danj- 
navukkarasu's views, 
leading expert oo consti* 
luUonal law Dr K.P. 

Krishna Shelly assou 
that under Article 310 of 
the Constitution, only ibe 
Governor has the powers 
lo pass orders on maners 
rel^ng to the office of> 
dvil service personnel! 

"Even under rule 16 (I) 
of the All India Service 
Rules under which the 
extension order is sup¬ 
posedly issued, it it impe¬ 
rative thai the reason 
qualifying the case for Xh* 1 
Ok * in the interest of the inci 
people* criterion is spelt throw 

out. But ihis has not been AmUll 

done in the present case. |l^ 

On that couni akne, the _. . 

order becomes ul$ro rtOUM 

Dr Sheity also points out, "The 
powers given to (he Governor (under 
Article 310) by the Comiiiution cannot 
be taken away by mere slate government 
rules or orders issued undei state govem- 
nem rules. This is a classic case where 
any citizen can flic a quo warranto peti¬ 
tion in the court and even see the court 
allowing such peiitioft.* 


I n fact. Haribhaskar’s extension nd 
the changes in ponfdios have already 
been challenged in the Madras High 
Court, aiM} in her counter-affidavit to 
one of the peUlions. Jtyalalidu has 
eaaerieri that there is no cold war bet- 
wee^W and the Covemr. The aJkga- 
lions dBUmkiM ex ists a cold war between 
me arj||vGovemor is misconceived 
andinjfilple." she has said. 

BnH^pId war does exist, and the 
(wn flnilBstitutional functionaries 


M KAPUNANIDHI 





The DMK chief »ys: "All norms have been 
thrown to the winds. There seems to be an Idi 
Amin government ruling in the state." Though 
he feeb that the institutioD of the Governor b 
redundant, he favours cordial relations with him 


«e not on taDuog (onu and lake gnat 
pains to avoid ca^ other even when forc¬ 
ed to be a (he same place. 

What is surprising is that Jayalalitha 
has chosen to go oo the offensive now. 
The timing hm spawned theories in pol i • 
ika) dicles, and the chief among tftem 
cen tr es round a couple of lecem ofxkn 
handed down by Supreme Court 
These orders rel^ to the petitions given 
by Janata heiy president Dr Subrarrami- 
am Swamy aid a group of leaders led by 
Tamil Nadu Congress chief Rama- 
imiTthi seeking the Goventor's permis¬ 
sion to f a us c cu te Jayalalitha on charges 
ofcoouption. 

Hie Supreme Court in a receni inter¬ 
im order, has asl^ Ibe Kate govcmmeni 
to mtimme to j| its deeixion withio a 
month. Though Reddy has not yes taken 
any decision on ihispcsHion and nor has 
reeved any signal from Prime Minister 


nlAICC(AII India Con¬ 
gress CoouTuttce) preai- 
deoi F.V. Nansunha 
Rao, Opposidon parties 
fed that the current oon- 
fronration mi^ force his 
hands against the chief 
ffluuster. 

A senior niliog party 
leader requesting ano- 
nymity, however, points 
out that Jaydalilha is tak¬ 
ing a calculated ride. "Ifs 
a pre-emptive strike. 
Even if (he Governor 
gives the permission lo 
proaecuie, we can claim 
that it was a pofitically- 
motivaied decision, arid 
not octe based on prims 
facie evidence. After all. 
most of (he charges died 
by Swamy and Rama- 
muithi htti been listed by 
Karunanidhi also, and hit, 
petition fw permission to 
prosecute was rejected by 
Governor B.N. Singh as 
being prime facie 
untenable" 

Another reason cited 
for Jayalalitha* s seeming- 
|.^ ly reckless attiiude is ihe 

prospect of a Congress 
U) Ml defeat in Amhira, which 
hough would put Rao on the 
defensive and might 

“ make Reddy lum his 
itll nun attention to politics in his 
home Stale. 

But there are also some latent 
dangers. The stand-off may spawn 
unbargdned for coosequencea. a nexus, 
perhaps, between ChMcia Reddy and 
chief election commissioner T.N. 
Seshan. 

Jayalalitha. who tried to prevent 
Seshan ftom deciding on a disqualifica¬ 
tion petition against her by Subramani- 
am Swamy, Is targeting him again for 
his remarks on C.N. Annadurai and 
MGR in his biography. 

While on his viui to Madras on 27 
Noverrdter, the CEC had been conHoed 
to the airport by irate AIADMK mobs 
for more Oiao seveo hours, a fuming 
Seshan has already said (hat (he state 
government will face the consequences 
for his contiDcmesu. 

]f Reddy and Seshan can get together. 
Jayalalitha* I days may well be 
numbered. • 


^ • 
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One his to do with assessing die degree 
<jf sutonoiny (hit will have lo be given (o 
Kist¥mr io dtt Dew polibcil scenario. 
The other has (o do witt identifying milU 
tani outfits and their leaden with whMn 
(he govenunent can open 1 dialogue. 

I( is of uonost in^iofiance (hit the 
govenunent consults some of the rnillr* 
int leaden before imtiating a political 
process ie the Valley. So far, Firooq 
AbduDah was the vindisputed kader of 
the Kashmiri people, but of Uie hisoedi' 


A state of paralysis 

# ^ __ 


Whatever Nira* 
simhi Rao is doing 
these deys seems 
to be going terribly 
wrong. Only e few 
months back, he 
took charge of 
Kashmir affairs, 
but during this per¬ 
iod the situation in 
the Valley has only gone from bad to 
worse. And home ministry ofTicials are 
extremely upset with the way the Prime 
Minister's Office (PMO) 
has been handling Kash¬ 
mir: files are piling up 
and Naraximha Rao is too 
busy with other ihings to 
turn his attention towards 
Lhii^troubicd state. 

In fact, not a single 
meeting on Kashmir has 
been held by the PMO 
since llw lime Rao took 
charge of Kashmir The 
PM has asked Bhuvanesh 
Chaturvedi. a minister in 
the PMO. to iook after the 
matter, but home minls- 
vy sources say that he 
knows very iitile about 
the situation in the Val- 
iey. And except for R. 

Venugopal. the speciai 
secretary to the Prime 
Minister, no one seema 
bothered about Kashmir. 

Things have come to 
such a pass that home 
ministry officiaJs say (hat 
despite the fight between 
S.B. Oiavan and his 
junior minister. Riyesh Pilot, crucial 
decisions were being taken. Now, eve 
rything has come lo a siaodsdll. Union 
home .secretary K. Padmanabhaiah, who 
happens to be the secretary in charge o( 
Kashmir, has already prepared an action 
^ao to inidaie a poUtical process in the 
Valley, but this is yet to be improved by 
the mo. 

All this is coming in the way of a poss¬ 
ible solution to the Kashmir imbroglio. 
The resignation of Agun Singh from (he 


Union Cabinet will put further pressure 
on Rao and he will not have any lime to 
spare for Kashmir affairs. If this is tiK 
situation, the Prime Minister should 
hand over charge of the Valley to some 
senior minister. Or he could appoint a 
minister in charge of Kashmir. And if 
Rao is noi keen (odo eilher. he should at 
ieast five full authority to his principal 
secretary to take deci^ons on Kashmir 
on his behalf. 

At the moment, the Centre will have 
to lake puick deciskm on iwo maoers. 


bility has suRerad somewhat. &ut since 
be is ■ naiionilisi to the core. Abdullah 
is still acceptable to a Urge seaion of the 
Kashmiri youths. 

The otto two Kashmiri leaden that 
the Cemre should cultivate are Shabtnr 
Shah and Yasin Malik. True, they still 
nurture militam views, but they are not 
pro-Pakistan. The government wilt have 
to ensure their partkciapcion in the electo¬ 
ral process if the polls are to have any 
meaning. 

For all this to happen. It is necessary 


Fimq /UdHilah 
mitlMiiidls|NitaS 
iMrieroIttie 
Kashmiris at OM 
time, bit hU 
crftfHrillt)! has 
sittereS 


slNcabsha 
■aUoaalM to tba 
ears, Abdiilah is 
still aeesptabla to 
I largo soethm of 
the Kashiyri yeaths 


to revan^ the present Kashmir admi¬ 
nistration. Governor K.V. Krishna Rao 
is simply not the person to be in charge 
at Utis crucial juncture. 

*[1)^ arc several names which crop 
up for (he lop job in Ka^mir. Among 
them are Ra}^ Pilot, Arif Mohammad 
Khan, I.K. Gujral or even Gary Saxena. 
And Karan Singh will make a very effec¬ 
tive minisier in charge of Ka^mir 
should Narasimha Rao be looking for a 
candidate for that job. • 


It’s time Narasimha Rao turned his attention towards Kashmir 
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Sonia’s 
differences 
with Rao come 
to the fore 

■ Can the 

Congress 

recover? 


I t was a move that his critics said he would never have the 
guts to make. Late in the night of 20 December, Aijun 
Singh grew extremely agitated at a meeting of the 
Congress Working Committee (CWC). As Narasimha Rao 
tried to secure approval for two p^^ulist packages, Singh 
diverted the agenda to the party's declining credibility. 

Rao listened while Sharad Pawar and R.K. Dhawan tried to 
dilute the effect of Aijun Singh's words. Sitaram Kesri even 
launched an oblique attack on the human resources development 
minister. 

Singh had had enough. "If this is how the government is going to 
function," he said. *thm I do not see how I can continue to be a part 
of it. ] would raiherresign and serve the party as a common worker." 

When the meeting bre^ up. Singh was still smouldering. He 
went home in a huff without having withdrawn his threat to resign. 
Other members were uncertain of what to do next. Party 
spokesman Vithal Gadgil was told to say—completely 
dishonestly—that the meeting had been cordial and had limited 
itself to discussing populist packages. 

Narasimha Rao wondered whether his chief rival had in fact 
thrown down the gauntlet. His aides assured him that the threat was 
an empty one. Aijun Singh had made similar noises in the 
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ARJUN SINGH'S FRIENDS 
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fftenmb of ihe Ayoiityt demofkion. 
But vfan ii one lo the mnch. he had 
b^kaidowo. 

The aett monini. the Prime Mini* 
ue'% Offkt (?MO) waited anioudy 
for a fonnal refl^BMioB teoer. When 
Dooe w«i forOtcomin^ ii aiked friends 
10 call Aijun Singh’s staff and check 
whether the human resources minisier 
had actuaUy resigned. Singh's staff said 
tbM they l«d po knowledge of any 
resignatioQ. 

When iounalists gee through to 
Aijun Sin^ a difTiculi enough feat 
be^se he was refvsmg to take calls ^ 
he d>d nos help maoen by refusing to 
comme n t. 

By (he evening of the 21 tt. the FVime 
Mimster’s men heaved a sigh of relief. 
The speculation was unwarmted Yes. 
Aijun Singh had let off )team at (he Wee• 
king ComnuDee meeung but no. he did 
not have the guts to acuyiy sKpdown. 

This wu to prove lo be a major 
niacakvltfion. 


H ad Aijufl Singh iraended to resign 
all aloog? Had he gone 10 Ihe Work¬ 
ing Committae hoping » force a con- 
fomalioo? Was it signifKant that he had 
called on Sonia GvidN just before he 
attended the (oeeiinf? Or had he simfdy 
let hh temper run away whh him? 

Ajjun Singh will noc^arutU seems 
unli^ly dial the oulh will ever em erge. 
Bui what isclear is (hM be had despaired 
of getiiiig (he party to ever focus on the 
caises of the Assembly defoaa. He had 
waicbed. appalled, as Narasimha Rao 
had changed the agenda to the sugar 
scam aod had kaged for some way of 
rcfocusaiog aBeotioo on (he central cri¬ 
sis of the Congrea. 

His mignackm proved to be the per- 
fta means of doi^ so. For all of die 
21st, wondered what he was up to. 
Some spmihtfd that he would hold 
NarasiinhaRjo respondMe for his failu¬ 
re 10 take aakn agaisst corrupt mini- 
sien and the prei^ built up for Rao to 
make some pre-err^tive move 
HKtoU^ngday — *22 December 
— Narasimhi Rao reacted with uncha¬ 
racteristic finmess. Al6 pm. he teve to 
Ras buipaii Bhavvi and old PresideaM 
Shaokar Diyal Shanna that he had decid¬ 
ed to accept the resignidons of Kalpoaih 
Rai (over the sugar man) artd Rarnesh- 
«« Thakur md B. Shmkanrund <over 
(heaecufitkasenV 
That eveniai. the Congreo was jubi¬ 
lant Rao wai seen at having taken the 


ing the minisiers he had proved that he 
could be decisive when the occasion 
detnanded. 

Unfortunately for the party, that waa 
not bow the country saw ii. Almoel with¬ 
out exceptioo, (he nitioul press took 
the line thM h was (he ihre« of Aijun 
Singh’s resignation that had forced Rao 
to do whit he had held off doing for so 
long. Even as (he human resources imni- 
sier refused to confirm or deny that he 
had resigned,, (he press gave him (he cre¬ 
dit for die ouaer of (he corrupt mioisteri. 


Still, the Rao carr^ remained opti- 
miscic. On 23 December. K acted as 
though Ajjun's challenge had faded and 
the Prime Minister had rec^oired the 
initiative. This confidence waa only den¬ 
ted when Aijuo Singh's private secreta¬ 
ry wrote pmonal leticn to the media 
inviting journalists to apress brie^ng it 
2J0 pm on 24 Decemha. 

Iht Intelligence Bureau (IB) mfboD* 
ed the Prime Miniiter*t Oflke that 
Singh's bouaebold had arranfed for a 
maiaive ahonkma to be e re c te d on the 
sprawling lawns of hii official 
wtodomofArjunSifigh'ssaila.Byiack-1 bungalow. A cmerer had boan asked to 
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was paired with bravado: "Who eves 
even if be resigns? Not one MP wilt join 
him." 

It was symptomatic of the state of the 
Nansimha Rm cunp that when Aijun 
Singh's six^aod-a-half page reaignaikn 
letter was hand deiivefed to ? Race CouT' 
sc Road 11 2.10 pm, the Prime Minister 
was asleep. Nob^y dared wake him up 
«to receive the ianer. 

The coQsequeocc wu th« at 3 JO pm. 
when a bleary>eyed Nanaimha Rao 
Anally opened the envelope, it was dl 
over fatf the ihoucing. Ajjun Sifigh'i 
preM conference had ended, the news 


So it was on (his occasion. Jitendrt 
Prasad, Nansiraha Rao's pcdiiicai secre* 
ary. Congress general secretary ianar* 
dhM FVn^. and general fKtocum Pn* 
oab Mokhojee manned the t el ephcwe 
lines requesting ministers, chief mini* 
Acts end kadecs to issue MttcmcDts coo* 
demnlng Aijiio Sin^ nd singing Nan* 
aifliba f^'s pnitea. 

Almost wtihota eaceptioo. each siaie- 
Bwni was (hiM in Congress qKak: eve* 
tybody deaenbad the resifMdon as 
'untatunaie* though ibme ^the moie 
eolourful nunisien used mere coiourful 
phrases. Siunm Kasi accused Aijun 


provide enormous qumtiUes of pioeap* 
piepasiTKa. choedaa eclairs, ^getable 
patties and potato crisps. Clearly, this 
was going to be no ordinsy tea party. 

And yet. though nearly every journal¬ 
ist in Delhi believed that Arjun Sin^ 
was on the verge c4 announcing his 
reatg^on, Narasimha Rao's peopk 
remained supremely complacent. "He 
will never resign," they sneered. "All 
that will happen is dot be will make 
some stupid Aaiement about the future 
of the C^gress party." The ignorance 


agencies had flashed the news of hb 
resignaacnmidgroupeofMVSwaeco]- 
kctingtopkastmegy. 

Finally, the ThaJuir had proved the 
sleeping Thomases wrong. 

T he Congress’fim response 10 spy cri* 
sis is 10 pass a resdutioa. This rac^tfr 
npaningless litany of diches serves to 
shore up the leadership's confidence 
and gives the new^iapers a side bar lo 
cany alongside the maifi front-page 
story. 


KamMiaRMk 
•onMtUSoda 
GndUiibiddRi 
Arjui Skigli ifalnl 
liii.lifKt,tiwii 
bidaigSindi 
apMPamr, 
RhMi sIn don^ 
mittomai 
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5»ingh of junning away from the bank, a 
rather extraordinary characteriutioo 
considering that he had just dectared 
war. Bhajan LaJ called him a blackmai¬ 
ler. though it was not clear what dus 
meant. Most obscure of alt. was V.C. 

Shukia, who seemed to compare him to 
Hony Houdmi by calling him an 
escapist. 

Prasad. Poojary and Pran^ (informal¬ 
ly referred to as the three Ps of the Rao 
comp) ^ided to call a meeting oi the 
council of ministers. Because many 
people believed that Sonia Gandhi was 
behind Aijun Singh, it was though best 
to hold this meeting at the resi^nce 
Ohulam Nahi Azad. an amiable figure 
who was once close to Rajiv Gandhi. 

At (he meeting, the assembled mini¬ 
sters grinned loyally for the Doordar- 
shan cameris utd deferred to Kamal 
Nath who emerged as the draftsman ^ 
the group. Ii was Nath—a former Aijun 

Singh protege — who encouraged (be Apparendy. this was the work of Pranab less lelepbooe in hand), the other tislc- 

rrumsicfs to issue a swmg swmeiu. Mukheoee. mems had begun pouring in. 

though the final draft contained its share By ihe lime Doordarshan showed the 

of Congress speak. Atjun Singh’s rea- ministen perched awkwardly on Chu- The only people who look Arjun 
sons for resigning were described as lam Nabi’s sofas (with the exception of «Singh’s side were N.D. Tiwari andMak- 

'baseless, mischievous and pernicious', Naih, who lounged comfoitaWy. cord- han Lai Fotedar. There was a bizant sta- 


















Madhya Pradesh was an obvioua prio¬ 
rity. Pv ill of Christmas Eve nighu 
Kamal Nuh manned his cordless (e)^* 
coe phoning is many Madhya PradMh 
MPs arid MLA$ as possible. He also 
dtified a statement of support for Nan* 
simha Rio on behalf of chief minister 
Digvijay Singh, faxed it to Indore for 
Di^j^'s pmual and then released it 
to the pnas. By Oviiimas Day. Nath 
was able to claim that Aijun Singh had 
no support in Madhya Pradesh. 

The Prime Minister’s men were worri* 
ed about MadKavrao Scindla. The 
Madhya Prateh strong^ has. steered 
clear of factional politics since the 
Assembly election lo his state and Aey 
were concerned that he might maintain a 
discreet lileiwe. 

They were relieved when Scindia him¬ 
self phoned Rao and said that he was oa 
his side Later, he backed this by issu¬ 
ing a personal statement in which he hit 
out at Atyun Singh for damaging the Con¬ 
gress by turning his resignation into a 
public spectacle 

Rao's people were less fortunate with 
Sharad Pawv. Over the last week, the 
Prime Minisia's camp had clutched at 


lement from Vyjayanthimala Bali 
which appeared to beck Singh, but the 
very next day she issued another one in 
support of Rao and denounced the 
earlier suiiemeni as * expressing my per* 
sonal views.' whatever that meant. 

C-. 


btMdMlMte 

acesptthe 

MipuUoiiof 
IfronfvMI] 
KUpmHiRai,! 
ShtakamianS tnd 
R i we iI n M rTiMimr. 

SUtlMIMMril 
COMilllil Ml tM 

hen* doing this 
ondorproHure 
froM Aijun Siii^ 


T he importaai prioriiy for the mO 
was to curtail thel^iiical fallout. 
The ritual expressions of support were 
all very well, but Narvimha Rao was 
more concerned ^oui the backing he 
received in certain impoftani ouaners. 


COVER STORY 













COVCR STORY 



, N.D. Tiwari on his aUUmce with Arjim Singh, the Mulayam Singh government : 
andwhyhebelievesSonia'sentTywouldrevitalisetheCongress- 


hwasM very Um$ ago that vett- 
rm Congress UatUr Naram Dolt 
Ttwaii to grow oat his 

troditioml doclUty and aistrt him' 
toff. His recent actions have not ordy 
surprised alt and sundry, hut they 
have also caused much disamditure 
and emba rrastmru to the parry chief 
and Prime hfhitter P.V. Narutimha 
Poo. 

His recent teaming up with Om- 
gress ’rebel" Arjun Singh and his 
“confidentior parleys with Sonia 
Gondhi, combined with hit oft- 
repeated threats to tfuii tlu paily 
positions he was occupying, had gh'- 
en rise to all kinds of speculation. 

in an exclusive interview to 
Svamr, he spoke at iength on these 
issues. 

Excerpts: 

Sunday: What haf prompted you 
to take such an offensive stind 
agitol the Prime Mlnirter? 

N.D. Tlwari: I have never meant any 
offence to (ha Prime Miniuer. I fail 
to imdefsland why everything I do is 
misconstrued 1 have dways express* 
ed full faith in Ins leadership. 

Q: Then what led you to Join hands 
with Arjao iUngh. who has virtual¬ 
ly turoM Into a rebel? 

A: What do you mean by joining 
hands? We have always beco toge¬ 
ther. And in today's contexi. perhaps 
we shtfe some common views as far 
as the need to strengthen the party is 
concerned. I don't know why Mr 
AijuD Singh's action is being taken 
ase''(ebdHou&'acr. 

What do you thhik was the 
main reason b^lnd the Coogrem 
dehada In the AsKsnbty electhms 
in JhAn Pradedt amd 

Kirdga ? 

A:/Kv was what 1 hdvt baes 
iaHMig. needed to be foand ooL 


-Xf. ■>• 


Serious imiueptcikn was also requir¬ 
ed by all ua to aaJyse the cau^ 
for the reverses. And what we need lu 
also do is 10 find the remedial 
tneasuies. 

Q: Do you M that Sonia Gandhi's 
active pardripa^ la the pftrty 
organkadoo could work l&e a 
magk wmd m briag ti»e put? 
backtottfar 

A: Of course. Ihave always maiDiaIn* 
adthaL 


Q: Did you tali that to her In your 
reccDt meeting with her in New 
Ddhl? 

At Yes, I <&L But that was just a reiic- 
radon of an AlCC resedutiou pas^ 
shrtflly after the ddnJse nf Rajiv 
GanAi. 

Q: What dee did you dlmai with 
her? 

M Well, i\ wit a confidential meet- 
log and I caDoot ipell out ev^ detail 
ofourttiacMilon. 
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Qi «c fva lii'tdmimCm ! 
yOTK/teMd for ifot ftwlMlfif ! 
Ibf MoIIqvb SlogSY*^ iQitWtt* 
QMDt t» Utif 

Ar Wdli I Ittv'e t^ntdy wfcd M 
,rv«n witfidnwtl nppMi lo bit 
iiaMrity lovomm 

Q: You first isve tn uMmitfum to 
mlgR fion ifi porty oAkct you 
were Mdlng — prciideoi of 
UFCCiMaiber oTCWC ndMo* 
ber of AlCC — If euppoft to 
Molayam was not withdrawn by 
5] Dcccnber. But nibectjnently, 
yoa dwMC lo retract Whal doe* ^ 
thleowati? 

A: 1 Aimply mean to prm my polhi 
thei without withdrewit of luppOT to 
(he Mul^am government which is 
functioning in ibsolMe vartsnee 
with (he priociples end policies of the 
Congress, re vi val of our party i % )us( 
non possi^. However, in vtew of (he 
pirating erif it within the Congress 
now, I considered i (peitinenc u> defer 
my decision to quit (he ofTket) have 
holding, for i do ikk wish (o idd 
10 (he cnsiK. 

Q: F.ariler akw. you once threaten* 
ed lo tender your redgnelion from 
the pnsitiun of (IPC'C chief, only to 
withdraw the offer... 

A: Well, you can yourself assess the 
scriousoesH of (he demand by (he fact 
(hut at»recent meeting of our party 
block level chiefs in Lucknow, they 
even accused me of shadow-boxing, 
when I (lied to impress upon them 
that lhave never lagged behind in voi¬ 
cing their concern over continued 
su(^K>n to the .SamajwaJl Pany* 
Babujan Samaj Party coalition. 1 the¬ 
refore. offered to resign from all 
posts held by me in the party organiu- 
tiOD. In any caae. t bave never banker- 
ed after positions and even my stepp¬ 
ing down would not tne» ibal my 
roleaaapa/iy soldier would suffer. 1 
would always lernain at active artd 
devoted to (he cause of foe paity. 

Q: But Iwveo'tMieof your eeidor 
party leadm oppoecd em> aiove 
of yoors in thetdirectloB? 

At i don't deny (hat. But such leaden 
who wanted foe party's suppon to 
MuUyam to continue endkaaly were 
only in a small minority. Their logk 


waa,MMea^'«cdbfi«euld 
sdy a^.tbp COogres^proepetta in. 
ofoer ttifofjlit wasUk^ toantag» 
nise (be ei^ OBC and mlnoriiy 
votera.. 

But I wduBl we to them how 
continued wt yon to foe Mulayam 
govsnnent helped dm ie the sou- 
tiiem stales. A^ why must it be 
beUeved (hai foe entire OBC aod 
imoorhy populatioA was behind 
Mulayam mi Kanshi Ram alone. In 
any case, h was high time we realised 
that Congress could not be (ailing 
behind (hr Samaiwadi Party, which 
iuclf was a (ail of (he BJP. For (hit 
would be hkc commilung sukkk. 

Qi Why do you folak die Prtee 
MlnMer was oet wttttng (o cooce- 
de your d emand ^ whkh was bawd 
00 a fon&al reaefutloo pamed by 
foaUPCC? 

A: Idon'tfoiflkfotf ttfoecaae. *n» 
Prime Mifllsier has promised to con¬ 
sider (he issue ■ foe next CWC mee-' 
ting, 1 un sure he loo is inieresied in 
foe revival of foe party in the 
country's most populous state 

Q: WooM you agree that nurry of 
Rao'sdedsloB were not coodndve 
to the interetf of (be party as a 
whole, jrscludlng (be d^y Id tak¬ 
ing action agalisl aooie corrupt 
miabslers. Hasn't that also contri¬ 
buted to tarnishing foe Image of 
foe Congress government 
A: I am oot in the government, so I 
have no business to comment on foal. 
And I have said ii earlier also foal 
there was no question of Mr Rao not 
being bothered about (he party's ove¬ 
rall iuterests. 

Q: * Have yuii urged the Jala Com- 
misikM to s^ out foe detaBi of 
foe pohMa raised by Arjon Sliigb la 
coaoeetkw with foe imiv Caadhl 
wnamlnaftoo caae? 

A: Yes. I have, because 1 felt fost 
since Mr Aryun Singh had drawn 
etceouon to cotaiB vital potos. it 
would be pcnhient to them 
piddtc and find out if dme was any 
kind of l«-up in foe ioveeogatks. 
Hour can we ignore or be las about 
tnythioi to do with foe assisaination 
of our deqdy beloved leader? a 


Pauiif’s apparem drowning 

men clutch at ^tras^ s. Thcyh^ believed 
that the Arjun threat s^^uld hi^ic^^lis* 
cd by Pa war's backing,'* ^ 

In the event, Pa war th^ 

enibuMashc. He cnticiscd Arjun 
bui only hecuu^c his a'signaiion would 
nuke It harder for Pawar lo win Maha- 
niNhiru in (hr lonhcoming elections. As 
for the Narasimhu Rao issue, he was 
moa* circumspect Kven though Pranah 
Miikhcrjec hiiU Jrafted ihc official Mate- 
mcni describing Arjun Singh's critic* 
I Sills as miH'bicvous, Pawar UKik (hr 
line (hat they' w ere worth considering. 

Ihis divergence from I he party line 
sencti notice ihui tK* Maharashtra chief 
minister could niH be taken for granted. 



SBtlih ShgniMi: hit illtncd i|Wkg 

VOhMIltl 

He w^xild hack Rao against Arjun. but 
he was mn happy with the way the party 
w»s being run. 

Moa' intriguing was the role of 
Rajesh Pilot. Over the last month. Delhi 
has rebounded to gossi]i about (he grow¬ 
ing differences between Rao and Pilot. 
Many of Rao's people now openly alle¬ 
ge that the IB raid w Nadwy. a Muslim 
educatu>nal institution in Lucknow, was 
ordered by Pilot. They further allege that 
Pilot did this with the deliberate aim of 
alienating the Muslims from the Con¬ 
gress in ihe run-up to (he Assembly 
elections. 

Thus, a WHS no surprise that Pilot 
nrlused to show up at the meeting called 
by (he three Ps at Ghulam Nahi Azod's 
residence. He did nt^ sign the official sia- 
lemcm and poured scorn on ibosc who 
had signed if 










InsiL'nd, he visited NjniMMihu KiH* 
and uild hmi Arjun Sirij^h Kad raised 
imponani issues a;id ihut the puny need' 
ed to ininiNiicct Rji'S inen piampily 
pul him doN^n us un enemy aiKl there mus 
ulk of moving: him frmn ihc iHimc 
portfolio, 

B ui while these displays of Uiyalty 
and disloyalty created predictHbie 
irvmOTS at Race Course Rond, ihc h)|! 
guosuon remained, whut did S^mia Gan* 
dhi really think? 

I Arjun Sin^h was careful never to use 
Sonia's name >n bis resignation pnss 
conference. Yet. bis letter dragged in 
many of the issues that arc assixiaieJ 
with lOionputh. He mode much of Non* 
i)imhu Rao's scanduhHis refusal inciKipe* 
rale with the probes into Rayiv OuiKlhrs 
assassination. And when ajourruhsi ask > 

; ed him about Bofors. at his press confe* 
rcnce. he raised his voice slightly and 
proclaimed the Gandhi family's 
innocence. 

It was significant ihal even as the state* 
mcni mania went into overdrive, the 10 
Janpaih loyalisis were either quiei or 
ambivalent. Satish Shurma's name 
appeared in accounts of the ministerial 
statement but this was cither a mistake 
or a forgery. 

Shamia had not attended the meciing 
at ATod’s residence and hod signed no 
statement. Later. Roo loyalists claimed 
thai Sharma had spoken to the Rnnkr 
Minister on the telephone and said that 
he was on his s ide. his pan, the pci r«>* 

leum mini.Mcr kept his m<Hiih shut 
Nor were ihc other loyalists willing u» 
condemn Arjun Singh There were m> 
statements from S.S, Ahluwalia or Mam 
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Shankar Aiyar. P. Chidamhaiam mode 
ambiguous remarks which seemed to 
suggest that Atjun Smgh might have had 
a point after all. And the old dissident 
gang of Sheilsr Dixit, M.L. Fotedar and 
Naiwor Singh used their proximity U> 10 
I ianpath to distance Simia from Narasim* 
ha Ruo. 

But w'hai was Sonia’satiilude .’ 
Traditionally. MPs and party workers 
visit 10 Janpath and meet V. George. 
Rajjv Candhrs loyal private secretary, 
who now functions in ilie same capacity 
for Soma. George's views are usually 
passed off as being 10 Janpalh's. the 
implicatiiKi being that the MPs and wor¬ 
kers have met Sonm personally even if 
they haven’t. 

U is no secret that George is hosiile to 
Norasiinhu Riu» and he is also regarded 
us u fnend of Arjun Singh's. Thu s. w hen 


COVCH STOtY 



SHARADfAWAR He criticised only the timing ol Ariun Singh’s resignation, 
makir^ n clear that he thought Singh s criticisms were worth consideration 


Nansimha K«Hfv men uic axilionicd 
with views ihai arc s.ikI lo cincigc Inmi 
10 Junpalh. ihcy always dismiss iliciii as 
cnionaiing rnan (*ci*rgc and mu h<Hn 
Soma. 

This time. howcNci. the iiV- 
only'Ck'utgc h)p<itliCMs dul rKU seem to 

fit Ihc fiKls Suih sciiHn k*a*icis uv N I) 
Tiwon. vs’Ihi calkd piTSiHuiil) on Soma, 
said that sIk waseviK*iiK*ly perturbed hy 
the decline in the k'ongrcss’ lortuncs 
Others pointed oul chat she hod shed her 
earlier reticence and was ih>w i|ime open 
lu discussions i m pol iiieal siihjcc is. 

Many speculated ttui Ar)un Singh 
would mu havv hud the guis ic> bunch j 
fnmial attack on the Congress IcolIci- 
ship without having cleared 11 with 
Soma And even if she did not encoura¬ 
ge him. Ok* cjr.ainly iruidc noallcmpl lo 
dissuade him. 

V isitors to Race (\iursc Rood say that 
NanjMinhn R w> has lost hi v old et|ua 
nmiJiy on the subjeii of S<inia Gandhi. 
While his public posture is to say ihai 
there are no differences between Race 
Course Road and Jonpoih. he is much 
levs confideri in pnvatc. 

He now senses ihol Soma i s un wi 11 mg 
to hack li*ni for much longer and won- 
ders what he has done lodeHTvv this. In 
tact, he lus done a grcol deal 


I viT ('< w/ u ruai s .s. v i Ills 

iiKreastngly imperiM pt'isona and his 
(Ctusal to Uke hcc cmics'ins sc i mu sly, 
huvr omagiHiiscd hci far mote ihaii he 
seems li> realise. 


AttheimetH^of 
Rao loyalists held at 
Ghulam Nabi Azad’s 
(right) house, 
Kamal Nath, a 
former AijunSir^ 
man, emerged as 
the draftsman of 
the group 
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Thi^ wsb eruHigh fur Hhmaiiyj J:ma(a 
Pany (BJP) MP JiIsn^udi Singh Ui call u 
prc^s conference ai which he (Jcilaicd 
iKai for ihc fi rsl I i me (he gov cm i ik nl hiid 
confevsed iha(»( had cmOcikc of Quai 
imcchi's involvemeiu. 

PrtdiciaNy. Sonia saw red. Her udvi* 
!«rs told her that Kuo was liiimg pre* 
emptive action before (He clcciorai 
dcfeaii^. By raising (he 'iubiec i of Bolors 
and of Qkiadntcchi's involvemeni. he 
was 1 lying lo scare her off froi n poJ i( ics. 

Shukla later claimed ihut he had only 
been trying to head off a parliamcniary 
slomi. And the Prime Minister's men 
said (hat Sonia was being over* 
sensitive. So what if Sharmu nwiniuncd 
Quaitrocchi who wus close to her? He 
even mentioned the Hinduiav who were 
ckM to Narasiinha Kao. 

ThikvxFdanaiioA failed to reduce ilte 
mutual distrust between 10 funpuih and 
7 Race Course Road and Sonia» school* 
ed in pol iiics by mjisie r coti spi rator I nd i • 
ra Gandhi, was unw'tlling to aaept the 
innocuous explanation. Worse still, Kao 
didn'l even try particularly hard lo re;is* 
sure her. 


RAJCSH PILOT: He didn t Sign the statement issued in support of flao. but 
visited (be PM to focus on important issues and the need for introspection 


B UI what would Sonia gain by hack¬ 
ing Aiyun Singh? AfiCT all. Nurusim- 
nu. jddiiion;d-diavioi of CRI, (old the ha Rao was her choice (o lead dK Con* 
MPs (lui OiiuvH' GuaitciKchi wus one gress. At that stage, vHe could easily 
i»f ihosc wlH» hdJ nkd ap(K*.ds against have imposed Arjun Singh on (he parly 
revealing ihe Eksfors papers. instead. So why elevate Rao and then 

seek to replace hi m with Si ngh? 

'Hk answer seemed to be that Sonia 
, v backing Singli against Rao Sbe 

' " * ' • was unimpressed by Rao'sproicitationV 

of loyally and penurbed by his inubrliiy 
1 to run the party. But she was not Iwcking 
I one faction of the Congress again.st ano* 
tber. For her to do that would be (o 
accept a di min uiion of ht*r role to hecom- 
't 1 ng JuM another fact ional leader. 

^ But equal I y, she w'as not hack in g Ra<i 

» cither. A year ago, she might have tried 

jir to dissuade minisicrs fnvin raising (he 

V bannerofrtvidiagjinsi the Prime Mini* 

p^€T\ that Rho has a'avcd 
concents verit )us ly und Uns tn • 
cd U> impose his owu personaliiy cull 
'|K (and hts son I on the party she secs no 

f sontugoouiol her way Uifroieci him. 

Moreover, (here arc 
ideology. Rajiv Gandhi would almosi 
cenainly have dismissed the Kalyun 
Singh government in the run«(ip to Ihc 
' ~ Ayodhya demolition. While R;io 

ft* believes in the soft approaih to secuta 

r rism, Simla, in comnHin with the rest of 

ibe Gandhi family, prcfcis u more 
*. Vj aggressive line. In (hat sense, she is in 


'fhe I'inul Now was delivered by V (' 
Slink la ai the start of (lie lust parliuniciira- 
ry session Sbiikij mviied Opp(>siii«Hi 
VI IN foi 3 hoelliig by ('eniial Ruicau ot 
I ridi u (('H h ot I le luls i >n i he sensn i ve sub. 
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Dlnqav Shi^ te MMt tiN cMtf 
■iilitgiililpttWitHiifh 

CM, and acctpied (he dq)uly dpef 
mioutenhip in bad wjll be 
hap py enough to mobilise (he 
backwards jfl (he CL?. 

But (bis is KM the last of 
Digvijay's worhea. At the Centre. 
Naraairnha Rao's polHical adviser, 
Jittndra Prasad, is said 10 have 
inituaed moves to appoint the 
preaeitt Coveraor of UP. Moiital 
Vore» iiducf nunister of Madhya 
fradaskt Ibe aim is to ward ofT the 
pouMbty of an Aqua 
Singh^sponsored r^teJI ion in the 
CLP. htotUaf Varals a known 
oiy o naitof AijaftSfl^ 

h is an uneasy head ihai currently 
wears the chief miaimer's oown, Ai 
die daieof wnd&g. Aijuo Singh was 
la hit vtllaga in Mwi. aOafing ttts 
nodwr*# fttneral ilies. Digv^y 
Singh was unatde to decide whedter 

mdwvvr way yon look M H. 

: 'gvijaySm^feeemstoheini 

ttiSkf liiuaioA. • 


vymp^ithy with Arjun Singh when he 
says thul Rao has seared uwey (he 
Muslims. 

But finally, the houom line is about 
realpt/fnik. Sonia's prohlemss with Rao 
can he rcsols’ed Rut what happens if the 
Congress loses the neat round of Assem- 


HOME AlfAIRS 


Arjun Singh and Digvij<^ Singh to be headed for a 

showdown in Matffrjfi Pradesh 


F or (he Madhya Pr^eah chief 
minister. Oigvijay Singh, the 
time has come whM he must make a 
choke. In an interview to Sunday 
not so long ago. Singh had said that 
he didn't think the "Prime Minister 
; and AQun Singh were puilmg in 

J iffetent dfatciiotu." Bui now he 
fids himself in a position where be 
' hoi 10 chooseween (he man 
wiihem whose support he would 
never have become CM. and the man 
whom he must owe allegiance to. if 
he wanu to k^ his chair. 

Digvvay Sin|fi had only recently 
. daacmdhunaeifas''thespediof 
diw on Aijim Singh’s fBei". Hie 
cIMmiidiicr’s eonfuiiOQ k 
iq^pareni fhxn the contradlciory 
atatemenls he hu been making 
following Aijun Singh's resignation. 

On the one hand, he told Hindi 
newspapers that "Atjun Singh's 
quidJng will not have much effect, 
either at New Delhi, or Bhopal, 
politically for the party." But on the 
other, he quickly added ihai. "His 
resignation is imtirMly and 
unfortuhite.'' In a few hours, he 
^tanged this lo say: *The issues 
riised by him need (o be looked into 
seriously * And the last position 
taken by him was: The decision to. 
leave tlM Cabioet is his. but in view 
of the forthcoming elections in five 
states, he should cooperate with (be 
Prime Minister to ensure a Coogress 
vic^ so chat staMKty can be 
maintaiDed in the country." 

Digvijay Singh's dilemma stems 
frrena bask insecurity about his 
standing in the Congress Legislature 
Party which he heads as chief 
mmlstCT. AltiKMJgh it may be 
premature to believe that Aqud 
S ingh's supporters will try to unseat 
him From (he chief minisrentup. it is 
(hat the backwards may 
their move after the nesl round of 
Asaonbfy electkms i f Aijon Singh is 
doubcftiW Digvijay's Icy ally. 

SubhAah Yadav, an Aijuu Singh 
loyaKst was Iwpi ng 10 become 


hly and imly w^ris .in 

Mahara^hlra.' 

In Ihai v«.Ne. SharaJ Pa war would 
almosi ccrtamly iiitcmpi lo dislodge 
Niiratimha Rao. And, the victoi ot 
Muharashiia. he could wdl succeed 

* This Miudiion IS dearly unucccpluhlc 
to Sonia Handhi WKiiicvvr her reserva¬ 
tion b about Kao. she cannot hear the 
thought i»rShared Paw.irH.s Prime Mlni- 
stri. Noi only did Kujiv loath Pit war, hul 
there IS no doubt ihai the Maharashtru 
strongman will do his best lu destroy the 
Uandhi legocy should became to power 

And yet, how can she stop Pawar 
from taking over? In 1991, she actively 
intervened to hack Rao against Puwar. 
At ihaitime. she succeeded. But in 199^ 
if Ran i& perceived as an ekctonil liabi* 
lily, then she w j 11 be hard pf^sAed to eon* 
vince Cmgressmcn that he makes a bei- 
ler leader than PWar. 

That explains why she is making no 
move tu discinjrage Arjun Singh Bven 
if the Congress faces an electoral dis* 
aster next year. Aijun .Singh will (hen 
appear (o Ik the obvious altemative to 
Narasimha Rao. And with Sonia Gan* 
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dhi's backing, he could easily take on 
Pawar. 

Somehow, thiit explanation — self 
evident though il may he has noi 
struck Nurasimha Rao. He still womes 
that Sonia is backing Aijun against him. 
In tael, she is backing Arjun against 
Pawar 

A rjun Singh is not dis* 
pinted by the failure 
of MPs to resign en 
ftuisse in his support. The 
Rao camp holds that the 
absence of such resigna¬ 
tions proves that be ha.s 
no soppon within the par* 

1y And that he is not in a 
petition to spill the 
Owigrcss. 

Such a view misses the 
wood foi the tax's. Singh 
never intended to topple 
Ktio overnight or hoped 
to spill (he parly in a mat* 
icr of 0 lew hours. His 
gnmcissiihilei 
He kruiws I hat the Con* 
gass may well Jo badly 
in die next round of 
Assembly clcelinns. He 
knows also ihal Pawar 
may well win M«tha' 
rashtni. If he hadn't made 
liis move now and had 
wailed nil March, (lien he 
would have missed his 
opportuaily. Pawar 
winild have btvn seen as 
the ohvKHis uhcrrutivc. 

By resigning now. he has positioned 
hiinscK as the allcmalivc. His mtcniion 
is not to .split (be Conga*ss or to topple 
Rao He merely wants to be identified as 
an alternative leader if Kao's own lailu 
res cause ihe party to UK>k for a change 
1T>crcforc. ii> claim lhai the revidi ha.s 
failed because MPs have not backed 
A rj u n SI ng h i.s to in iss the pom i. What i s 
more significant is that the mber pnme 
mini Siena I contenders have taken care 
not to buck Rao against Aijun Singh s 
cniicisms. Pawar and lAloi have openly 
staled that they agree wiib Singh's damn¬ 
ing charge-sheet against (he regime. 
And even Sc India’s statement is notably 
si lent on the content of A ijun .S mgh's let* 
icr while il waxes eloquent on the man¬ 
ner of his rcsigmitiun. 

Narasiniha Kao has between now and 
March to refurbish his image and h> 
b(^ that the Congress will fare better in 
the next round of elections. This is not 


impossible. The parly will certainly lose 
Bihar artd fare hadly in Gujarat, even 
(huugh the recent municipal elevttortt in 
(hat we&tem state suggest that reports of 
(he Congress' death may have been pre¬ 
mature. 8ui the real baidc will be fought 
in Oriun. If .» seenv» po»ibk. the parly 


wins hock ihe slate uikI it also docs well 
in Shanid Pawar's Maharashtra, then 
.Rao could claim (hal iherc is no real 
crisis. 

At the same time, be now has an 
opportunity to rid himself of his image 
as an arrogant old man who d<ics 



MAOHAVXW SCINtNA: He phoned R30 to assure him of his support and later issued a 
statement hrtting out al Arjun Singh for turning his resignation into a public spectacle 


nothing. If he effects a Cabinet reshuffle 
and includes Ihe clficicni and honcNi 
minislcrs who have fallen by the waysi¬ 
de during his term, dien he cxxild return 
to the glonesof his fiisi tew months. 

His djsiani, capricious style csiuld 
also do wiih some changes. MPs com¬ 
plain (hal he has become inaccessible 
and that decisions arc taken by 
bureaucrats and by non-polincal extra 
constitutional centres of auihi'rity from 
Andhra. 


TteWritilgiUftiwiiian 
wRkKT.RMihw’s 
lamtefldevktoiybAiiiflira 
PraMk And If Congress 
ttffsnislBlirhleinthe 
next roond of AttenUy pols, 
Rao nty Ml hM to vaude 7 
Race Como Road my soon 


Till now, Rao has refused to take this 
criticism seriously. Bui time is fast runn¬ 
ing out. Ai^vn Smgh hus »lrcudy chal¬ 
lenged him and Sharad Pa war is ready 
for (he kill. 

tf Narasimha Rao docs noi act now. 
(hen ihcsCiHiuld he his lusi lew monihs 
as Prime Mlnisicr of India. • 
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Giani Zail Singh 


1916^1994 


i«inj Zaii Singh, tndia'fs 
seventh President, was the 
fir.M —• and io far only 
.Sikh (0 RSC to rhU exalted 
ofUce. He also hud the dis- 
liiH'iion lo he the first individual with ur 
extremely modest, indeed deprived, 
beginnings to become the head of state 
of 800 million people. In America, they 
talk of 'From a log cabin U> the While 
House”. Giaciiirs wa.s a ease of ' Trom a 
mud hut to Ru5birapatl Bhdvan". The 
ithkI hut in which he was bom in 1916 
still stands in the .Sandliwun village in 
Faridkol. once a princely stiiie. now un 
indisiinguishablc part ot Punjab, 

Given I he cireu instances of Ins family 
— they were Ramgarhia Sikhs with car* 
pentry as their vocation • young /ail 
Singh's formal education was episixlic 
aikd lirruicd. He did pass ihc niatricidU' 
lion examination hut learnt very I ink 
English <This was rK'ver to cramp his 
style, however. As he so ahunilanily 
demoAsitilled during his da//hng eui 
ecr. frmn the larger uncvcrsiiy ol life and 
poliiics he lud acspiircd much grcaler 
knowledge and wisckmt than Harvard or 
Oxbridge could have nnparted to him.) 

After schiH>l leaving, he trained him¬ 
self to he a firanthi. ifx* professional 
reciter of the Stkh holy scnpiiircs. liui 
before he er>uld emhati on this career. 
Mahatma Gandhi's call lor Ihc 
country's lihi’raiion from kveigii rule 
intervened 

Y<njng /ail Singh plunged mio the 
freednm struggle with /cal. Needless tii 
add lhai for his pains he was consigned 
to jail. Those who luivc had no dircci 
km I w ledge i »f princely siuies t if yore can¬ 
not realise how hombic the cond turns 
ill prisons there used to he. 

Jaw«iKarlal Nehru had sonu* ide.i, for 
he was briclly impfisoned in Nahha. a 
sUtk not fur from /ail Singh's hat* 
tlcgfound, Fandkot Undersiandahly, 
Gianiji was proud of his role as a "hum* 
ble" panic I pant in the freedom struggle. 
He used to sjy ibal he w<iuld like to be 
remembered a.s a freedom tighicr rather 
ihan a.s a former President. 

By the time frccikini came and Ihc 
clutch of princely staler in Punjab was 
formed into a unii caJIcd PKPSl' (Pau- 
ala and F^st Punjab Slater Union), Zail 
Singh had caught rhe attention of Sardar 
Patel. Ihc Iron Man of the Nehru govern* 
rncni. who lightly controlled the Con¬ 
gress party nuchine. 

This, to cvciyone's xurprisc, includ¬ 
ing hiv own. /ail Singh became a mini* 
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ster in PbPSU and Uicr in Punjab when 
PfIPSU wiis merged wiiblhc bigger pro¬ 
vince os pun (if Males re<ir^nisjiU>n in 
ihe mid* Pi flics. The rest, j\ ihcy say, is 
hisiory. 

I I was aflcT I he I ndi ru wave <if 1971 ihal 
/ail Singh hevame chief minister uf 
Punjab and, with her, went into (he poUii- 
cal wihlcmcKs in 1977 Meanwhile, dur¬ 
ing (he Hmergency. he had endeared 
hi I DSC If Id S unjay. Indira's increasingly 
jiDwcrlul yiiungcr son. 

Ifigh respect fur him or 
noslalgia ft>f Ins wunn* y 
heaned persdnulny is no ^ 
reason lo falsify recent 
history or lo sUir over the 
Hip side of Ciianiji's 
yCkirs m |M)wcr. lirsi as 
('nion hoisK* mmislcr and 
then us P^•slllelU, 

Sarijay s iriHucncc 
was cicaily mm hie in ihc 
s^»mcwh.ii surprising 
oppoininiciK of /ad 
Singh as home niinisicr. 

The siu and unpivununis 
< (ingressman Itom hind* 
kol, who |i;h1 walked 
Ironi (he IXdhi railway 
s union lo I he icsiikmec of 
P.iief suddenly loiind 
hiniselt in ilic chuir of Hh' 
tiKloiiiil.ihle S.iidnr 
Not evcrsihing ihai 
h;i)i|Viie(l in (he Inmic 
nuoisiiy diiong (tianiji's 
lemire was tree lioin con- 
iroveisy l*ot insiance. 
his decision (o deal lemenil) uith an 
cgregunisly erring IAS prohalmncr led 
1(1 the resignation of the directiir of ihe 
Academy of Administration m Mussoo- 
nc. (hanip's otplunaiion for his mini* 
siry's decision, as gisen u»me. was (hat 
one should be "sinci. but never harsh". 

More damaging was Ihe iiissle hci- 
ween Gianiji. as home minister, and the 
then Congress chief rnmisier of Punjab. 
Darhara Singh, which contributed not a 
little to (he sleep dcierioiation of the 
situation in Punjab, created by ibe AkaJi 
ugiiaiioii iiTxJ the aincoiniiunt terrorism, 
ihai wa5 to tumicni (he country and Gta* 
niji personally and for which, after Ope¬ 
ration Blue Star. Indira Gandhi had to 
pay with her life. 

Arguably. iHt foe-year period Giuni* 
Ji was President was the most lurKiIcni 
interlude In the liixiory of mdepeiideni 
India though his successor, R. Venkata* 

IUiA*v i rM-wvyiMft 


rdman. also hud to cope with cniremelv 
dilTicult limes, 

Indira (landhi's decision to elevate 
<nani Zait 5>ingh lu the highest office 
I his country lias lootTcr had caused even 
greater surprise Hum his earlier appoint¬ 
ment as hoflv minister Nor was the 
xiiuation improved when, in a hurst id* 
gruiiludc. be dcclarvJ that he would hap¬ 
pily sweep Ihc n<H*r should she want 
him ui. 


in the pa‘MiJeniial chair, he duly mainiai- 
iKXl iIk* dignity of his high ofTicc and did 
so With the charm and grttcc raiiiiliar lo 
whoever hud the ofporluniiy lo kmrw 
him He was easily aceessihk. very bos- 
piuhle and cRiremcly warm-hearted 
Rehind hfs apparem rusticity, there 
was an acute ar^ diH'emmg mind that 
i'nub]ediiim(|uiekly to grasp the heart of 
every matter hiought before him. In 
earthy Punjabi or eloquent I'rdu. replete 
wjih supei^y appropnatc couplets, be 
could he a siimulatmg convTrsatKMialist 
and a spellbinding ^leaker 

T he military action at AinnLsar's Gold¬ 
en Temple, (hen converted into a 
heavily-fitfiHied citadel of secession 
and terror, was toGianiji a trauma, both 
personal and national. As a lifelong beli¬ 
ever and practising Sikh, he was 
shattered. 

B ut he al so had a duty lo the nation as 


head of state. While recording a TV 
addn*ss to the country. he wept repea¬ 
tedly. Ill the end. hosvcver. GUniji show¬ 
ed himself to be ihc President of all Indi¬ 
ans. not of his co-religionisis alone. 

The Sikh community shunned him. 
1hc Akuli hard-liners "excommunica¬ 
ted" him He duly apologisert to the Ak<tl 
Takhi But the strain between him and 
the seal of the Sikh religious authoniy 
persisted. He remained elose to the top 
of the temmsts’ hit-list. 


(iianiji's rvile in swearing in Rajiv 
Gandhi as his slain mother's successor 
IS well known. But he and the young 
Prime Minister were not destined to gel 
along with each other. The fuuli lay on 
both Sides Ka|iv showed the President 
scant respect, niani]! reciprocaied in 
kind 1he Bofors scandal offered the Pre- 
sidcni an opportunity to threaten Rajiv 
w 1 ih di sm)N>al . li w us a clear and danger¬ 
ous stretching of the pas idem lal 
pow'ers. Gianiu had the good sense to 
withdraw fnim (he brink. 

Retircmcri brought out the best in 
Giamji Thousumis. who came into con¬ 
tact with him. discovered to their joy 
that this son of India had not allowed 
power u> go to his head. At the lime of 
his death. Giani 74il Singh was reported 
to have completed and polish^ his 
memoirs These should be published as 
soon us possible • ' 

Mar 


but this was a temporary phase. Once 
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The no-nonsense boss 

Profiling Salman Haidar, the foreign-secretary designate 


C ome March and Sooth Block will witness a 
change of guard. On ! March. 1995. Salman 
Haidar will take over as the foreign secretary 
from Krishnan Srinivasan. And already, the 
ministry of evtemal affairs (MRAHs gearing 
itself up to welcome its new boss, 

" I r Sal man H aidar says you' re a good officer, you don' i 
need a sanction frsMTi God,' said one of the junitirs of tbi' 
foreign-secretary designate The pessimists in the foreign 
office eapect files to fly — Haidar has absolutely no time 
for slipshod work, works on a 'short fuse' and will think 
nothing of flinging papers across the room if he's not satis¬ 
fied, the opcimists are hr^mg that with his assuming offi¬ 
ce, the curtain will come down on an era of ohscssKm with 
personalities. 

Haidar is an heir to the unmatched professionalism of 
his two immediate predecessors—J,N. Ihxit and K. Srini* 
vasan. Even the worst critic s of the two concede that Paki • 
Stan got a drubbing in Geneva largely because of Mam 
Dixit's aggressive .shrewdness followed by the steely per 
.suasion of Kns Srimvasan. 

But Haidar inhents ■ foreign office m turmoil — the 
middie-of*the*rosd official in the MBA is running scared 
because internal affairs are incnasingly becoming an 
important factor, 

AND THIS IS (he crux of the problem. 

The world will change very little in the next few 
months. The United States will keep up its rclentksx pres¬ 
sure on the world, economic problems will multiply. Paki¬ 
stan will continue to try and embamisv Indta. Kashmir will 
still be a sore point with the advocates i)rhuman rights. 

But what will the domestic set-up \ntk like? Will India 
have another foreign minister in the Cahinci’^ tAs it iv 
things are going to he pretty confusing if we're to have two 
Salmans in the foreign office). Will it be ngged to control 
the foreign secretary or be supportive of him’’ 

Or will the current phase of liaison with the Prime Mini¬ 
ster's Office continue, with sometimes disastrous consequ¬ 
ences — like (he Prime Minister’s principal secretary. 
A.N. Vertna, accepting "non-papers" on nuclear matters 
from the US deputy sccreiary o( state. Strobe Talhtiti. 
when he was here in April last year, when foreign secretary 
Snnivasan did the same before the London conference 
which was never held because somcrvic blew the whistle 
on it. 

ProfesaionaK. however good, can't do very difficult 
things with equanimity and aplomb. Haidar was spidies- 
man in the exiemal publicity division — a thankless jtm 
that gets you few bouquets and turns friendly journalists 
into enemies—from l9R3io 19B5 
He was chief of protocol during a period when diplo¬ 
macy was equated with ceremony and pomp-~ 1984-85 to 
1987 saw Rajiv Gandhi liecome Prime Ministe* of <hc 
country. 


R^iv’s preoccupation with his imemaiional image was 
matched only by Sonia Gandhi's punctiliousness about 
(lowerx and sealing arrangements. Haidar sailed through 
all this where lesser men wiaild have wilted 

PNIDWAYTHROUMhis stint as deputy high ctimmissio* 
nrr in Umdon. the government in India changed I'hc V.P 
Singh government sent Kuldip Nayar as ils high commis¬ 
sioner to RnglatMl Pidiiical appointments are ii cross the 
foreign sers ice has to hear. 

Haidar could have let the high commissioner stew in his 
<nvn juice. Instead, he understood whai the new high com¬ 
missioner was tiying to do and crtcouragcd his boss' 
efforts to hii*1d contact with rhe gns.s mois 
In the few months ihat the two were logethcr m 
England, Haidar steered Nayar gently through a minefield. 
They citioyed a rapport which later imnslaicd iiself as one 

*tf SDlmDD Haklar Mys yon'r# a 
goo^ pfflear, you naad a 
panctioa from CMmI," aaltf ona of 
the junlora of the 
foroign DOC ratary daal^ata. 
Haidar has abaolutaly no tima for 
•llpahod work, works ona "short 
fuss" and will thlidc nothing of 
flinging papors aeroas tho room If 
ha*s not satisflad 


of the most popular teams the Asian community has seen 
in the Indian high commission m England in recent ye«irx 
Haidar hasn't served at either of the two 'Jhoms' which 
mark the road to ftieeign secretaryship — Pakistan or Sn 
Lanka. But he has been in China and earlier on in his car¬ 
eer. at ihc UN in New York. He' s had experience in mu Iti la¬ 
teral and hi lateral work. However, hi' s ul so done ul I the di r- 
ly work that a diplomat has lo do i n his I i fet i me 
Haidar's own favourite posting was Thimpu, Bhutan, 
where he was posted av the ambassador (1980-83). He 
adiiiils that it wasn't a key diplomatic assignment, but as 
he puts It t'le posting was 'very special 

About himself. Haidar is scif-deprecaimg u> a I'auli — 
he enjoys music but ha.s no particular talent for it. likes 
theatre and plays some ten nis .. and yes. he* s turned vegeta- 
nan of late. 

All this led on offieeT in the iureign office to remark: 
"Well, wc could do with » liitle less theatrics around 
here' • 
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A topsy-turvy 


LMrly a yur when 
SanKkjw«Ji Party (SP> 
chief Mubyajn Singh 
Yadav staged an increJi- 
, bk come U> power in 

Uiiur JVtfdesh, everyone was skqtticul 
that his coalil ion gi ivcmnn: nt w j i h B ahu* 
jun Sunuj Pany (HSPj. propp^'O up w ith 
ar) cxlcrrul suf^iit from (he C’ongies- 
sfl) and Jjnuiu Dal would nut Iasi 
very long. Political pundits had not giv* 
en him riKirc than six months. Uui as the ' 
doughty wn'sl[er4unM:dp>litician cirni* 
pleted one year in olTice m y IVcemhcr. 
all the doubts over his survival, have 
vanished. 

h has not huen an easy tenure though. 
Right from the beginning. MuUyam fac* 
cd one problem utler aruMher. Hut he 
linally managed to survive uM tlie crises. 
Rightly or wrongly. Mulayam Singh's 
reactions U> the various political deve* 
lopmenis were always in •Kcordanec 
with the need of the situation So. if he 
swallowed the humiliation heaped on i 
him by his own coalition partners. Kan* 
shi Ram and his stormy second* 
in*commund Muyttwuii. he also came 
down hard on dissidents m his own par¬ 
ly. Incredibly, Miilayamcvcn wiKied the 
('imgressfl) when be mx'dcd its supptxi 

Simultaneously, he has been success 
ful in keeping the Opposition disunited 
through if divide and rule policy. In fas t, 
apart from the Bharatiya Janala Party 
(RIP), m which he uni Id not make any 
inroads, every other parly was at rhs* 
receiving end of Miilayam's mani¬ 
pulations. Ihc fragrtKntU' 
tir>n of the Jl> in the stale The \ 

h;is largely been attrihui- , 

edtoMulayam Thcchiel IDItlL 

minixier did noi even 
spaa* the CPJ. a relatively 
unimportant party in UP hdfSSS 

politics, from his clever BSP 

nuchmalions. His casieM 

prey was the Congressfl) Mayaw 

(hough, whose "power- 

hungry and money- 

hungry’' leaden were like thl^ 

puppets in Mulayam's wilhitni 

hands. Some senior UP 

Cungressmen like Pra- tOthcgf 

mod Tiwah. Amnr Ki/vi, 




Naresh Agarwal and Akhilesh Chandra 
Das hecanK* such hcnefivianes <d 
Mulayam Singh's largesse that they 
were unhesitatingly lalxdicd as 
" M u lay a m *s Congressmen", 

In fad. (he chief minister als4i manag¬ 
ed to create a small rift in the B.SP as 
well, by iiLsIigating the resignation of 
the stale's then education minister 
Masooa Ahmad, who virtually msc in 


The UP chief 
minister was 
constantly 
harassed By the 
BSP leader 
Mayawati (rigBOt 
who repeatedly 
threatened to 
withdraw support 
to the government 



revolt against his mentors Kanshi Ram 
and Mayainwsiii Moreover. Miilayam 
Singh also niartagcJ to win over two 
BSP ministers to his |>any. 7hc enraged 
Kunshi Kam Mayawaiidtio. jmiiiediulc- 
ly traineil their guns at him aiKl even 
ihrealcticd (o topple the govern meni. 
But Mu I ay am was quick to patch up 
with them. The duo however continued 
lo ncddic (he chief minister over trivial 
I matters throughout the 
piist one year. 

However. Mulayum is 
least ps^nurhed over the 
I humiliation hurkd at him 
by the BSP leaders. He 
says: "By making irrcs- 
< ponsibic statements, one 
hxiscs one's own credibi¬ 
lity and if aJ] of us reacted 
in (he same language <u 
(hey (Kanshi Ram and 
^ Mayawati) arc doing. 
I whw will we end up " 
S Mu I ay am Singh has appa* 
» renily also made it clear 
} 1<» Mayawati that all ihc 









tenure 


UP chief minister Mutayam Singh Yadav 
survives several crises to complete a year 
in power 



The agitation in the hill districts of UP demanding creation of 
Uttarakhand proved to be the biggest problem for Mulayam Singh 

Yadav during 1994 


TruiKar power" (hui she iscn|4>ym|! 
wooti] voniitiuc it's lon^ ;is MuLiyam 
renioimt in |>ower irt III*. 

Now ih.K ih(' HSI* h;is lulled to iimU 
It's pn*seiiee leli in (he Assemhly elce- 
(Kins ol tlw two southern sUles. Ihe puny 
ieaiiciship is ilmiking m Icnns of ftv* 


up his sleeve When (he full of (he s(u(c 
ivern nM'ni secnied i iiiimncni. 

Miiluyuin's ci>niuiis in (he Congrcssfl) 
hiph comiiunJ cnsurvil his povem- 
OKnt's survivul 

Polidcul crisis wus mx MukiyJin's 
only worry (hough A legal crisis alsti 


mall sing the jIIijiicc wUh Muluynni for gri|>ped his govcmnicni mcran “uiijck" 
(he ekedons in (he five slates scheduled on dx' ludpcs in ihc Allahuhjii High 
lor h'ehruury llniil ycs(i*r (’tun premises *ll>c Supn*mc i'ourl 

day. hoih Kjiishi Kum und May.iwjd look u very serious view ol Ihe nuiicr 
hud been udumani :iNhii nol having any and Ihc (Vn(rjl Bureau of Invcsliguiion 
trvck wilh Muiuyam anywhere oiiisMie ((’Kh was asked hi probe Ihc incidcni 
i he state, rh is c 1 1 nihd<iw n hy BS P sun'Iy Bi i( once .iguin ihc w i ly M ulayam Singh 


adds uni'ilier fe.iiher to Mulayaiirsvup. 

T he ( ongresMl), especially ihc pres 
cm LUiur IViidcvn siuic unti chief 
Nar.iin Ihiii Tiwan. h:is also CTc;i(cd 
enr>ugh problems for Muiay.mi Singh iii 
Ihc pjsi lour months. Tiwun in loci, goi 
Ihc llP(’ongicss<*omniir(cc (llK'CHo 
pjss urcsitliukmon 11 Sepicmhcr I'avou* 
ring die wididrawiil of (he pony's sup* 
port u» Muluyaiu's minoiiiy govern- 


oeicd fusi Wiihou( wasting any dim', hi' 
ordered puniiivi’ iiedon agiiinsi u luiiri- 
hcrol olficiols This swill jiliitfi. in loti, 
convinced Iheaiuns ihoi ihcchkf cm Mi¬ 
ster had nothing hi do wi(h IIk' whole 
affair ami ihi>sc 'guiliy' had already 
heen labeniolask by him 


T he higgcxC probkiii ihai Muljyain 
laced in his hrsi yc.ir in olfuc 
however, has hern ihc IJliuiakhaml agi 


nxMil. 1 he stale uiui ulso wHight iIk dis- (anon ikil ik'vek^sl in dx* Male's hill 
missal of (he govermneiii in a seturaic dis(ru*is.'I'hcik'iiund lorascpanile stale 
re sol iM kin. ctanprisirig iIh' Male' s eight Ini I il i sira (s 

Bui Mulayam .Singh had amrilK'i aev was nothing new. hut whal aggiavaied 


rhe ensrs wus ihe Yaduv govcmrr>cm's 
decision l(> enforce ihc new rcservudon 
puhey for ihc Other Backward Classes 
(OHCs) ini he hills The hill pcriple argu¬ 
ed (hat since ihc ORC population in Utta¬ 
rakhand was barely 2.5 per cem, (he 27 
per cent mscrvaiiiyn for them wouUI 
omouni to depriving Ihc loculsofavaila- 
hJe jobs. They. Ihcicforc. sough! suila- 
hie amendnK'nt in the policy* 

Mulayam refuscil to c<inccdi' iho 
demand He luiwcvcr. readily agreed l<ir 
an independent hill Male arnl even made 
formal rcconimcndatiim (o Ihe ('ernre in 
Ihis regard. As on experienced polilici- 
an, he kiK'w fully well that carving out 
on independent Uttarakhand out ot UP 
would nol pul him ai any loss whut* 
siK’ver .Since the area is donnnat 
ed hy the KJP. Mulayam 
m of kirdly has any political 

slakes Ml ihc region. Kor 
I Singh ihc momcnl, ihc halt is in 
Congress’ court and 
Malayum seems to have 
wa.shcd h IS hand off 11 . 

In the midsi <rf all these crises, the 
chief minister K.is taken a major step lo 
bring alxHM «i radical change in ihc sta¬ 
te's industrial sector. He has loured all 
over the country to aiIntel investors. 
While several nk'inoraiidunis \if under- 
siHTiding have been signed, an invcM- 
mcni to Ihc tune ol Ks KkUlB crurc is 
expected to he m.Kie in the Male- 
Mulayam Singh hus alni launchid an 
image-building campaign by (elicdai- 
nig leading personalities like Amilahh 
Bachchan. iaya Bochelian. Ka| Bal^ir 
anil Rrsniilluh Khan svith a sUUe awards, 
possiMy lo seiHi home the rik'ssagc (bat 
he IS niH jusi a poliiicitin hut aJs<v u 
slalesinari. 

1 1 lias Kvii a topsy turvy year t<^r ilie 
ditughly poliiK lan. Despiie poliiu'.il sei- 
h.tcks aj>J unending senes of hurilles, 
the 55•year-old chief minister hus been 
sleaddy Ni idling up a nan i mil I prolilc 
tor himself This was eviikm v tKn Ik' 
mode small mrouds into iIh' poliiics 
Aiwlbr.i I'loik’sh and Kamaiaka. Tiv 
road aU‘*Ki is even more lough and h(»w 
Ik nuiHHM'vcrs his way w<hiM be iiiicf 
cshnglowalch • 
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Stroke OF 

LUCK 


NiKonly diU 

smile on Hnitn l.an. West 
Indies' star hatsman. she 
also posed prominently 
beside him aftcc (he 
Cari bheans (hrashed India 
ti> square (he series al 
ChoiHligarh. 

Lady I ^k. as I ^'s 
Trinidadian girifriend ; 

[ xascJ is h'vin^y cal led 
by him and his colleagues .' 
joined (he (earn India * 

was already one-up in the 
thrce-Tcsi series. Not only 
did l^scPs presence do 
wonderMol^'s 
pcriixniuncc -wbohii 
Urm in the final Tesi ai 
Chandigarh- -italso 


Brian Lara (right) wWi lanMl and 

worked iLs magic on the 
sagging iiHirale of (he team 
which went onto witi the 
fast match. 

[.easel truly deserved 
(Ik' sobriquet. Well (hut's 


In THE 


PICTURE 


Thunks u> 
Rahul 

Khanna's one* week 
break, MTV Asia hud (he 
opportunity to have 
nKxIcl-lumed-acrrcsS'tum* 
cd-veejay Idalis DeLeon 
hosting programmes 
between 19 and 25 
December on 
Doordarshan. 

For all those who went 
gaga over (he pretty 
veejay and are dying to 
know more about her. 
check this out. IdalisHrM 
appeared on MTV IIS us 
part oi the dance-music 
trio. Seduction, and 


became a rage as much 
for her sultry voice as for 
hcr.sexapp^ 

To add to her 
achievements, Ida!is has 
corned severat lead roles 
in off-Broadway shows 
like The Gwnmg 
Ra\iia and enjoys writing 
music. 

And Hnally, ifyouarc 
wondeiing whether her 
name has anything to do 
with u particular 
souih-lndian dish, die 
uaswer is no. Idalis is the 
Greek word for wise. 
Street w ise some wou Id 
say. 


The 

OTHER 

WOMAN 

Behind 
every 

successful man there is a 
vktrtnan.But behind N T. 
Kama Ruo there are two: 
lakshnii Parruihi und 
jaya Pruda. 

While wife Lakshmi 
Parvathi wa.s perfomiing 
her duty, it was iuya 
Prada who added the 
much-needed colour and 
nude up for Kenuka 
Choudhary's absence 
during the election 
cuinpuign. 

The fact that the two 
hud mil cuinpuigned 
together had been 
miscon.strucd. Jay a 
explained. "I'hat's 
because the supremo felt 
we hud to divide the state 
between us.‘ 


And now ihui NTR is 
ch ief mm i si er, i t \ t i me ti' 
lewurd Jay.i Prada. 
Rumours have it that (he 
chief will iH>minaic 
her to ihe Rujyu Sabhu. As 
lor Jay a. she says it's up to 
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Ccmpil ^faySHAmJATAU 


I Ik* ' NupruiMo" to JcckW 
when* >h<'hclnpi»s. 

Hu( ihc Up|)er House 
could s'crtairdy do witli 
NOiiw glamour even if 
ii was an ou 1 * 0 1 'work 
heroine. 



; Ub T^ntfvttinr: «MI a Mt 

wliat one thiKjght befure 
I Mil goi out lo a pretty 
maiden during a chanty 
match at Sydney soon 
aQcr. But was (A:asel 
around? 


World’s envy, india’S pride 


§v.N Aishwarya 
Rai; World's 
Envy. India's Pride. Don't 
bbme us fur stealing Ibe 
punchline oi ilK*Onida 
TV ad, for we are sun; that 
the green devil will not 
mind sharing the honour 
with the green-eyed 
beauty. 

The giri,wh<»did her 
ouiUry proud at Sun City, 
came home to a nvusing 
wcktinie. Riutograpbcrs 
went berserk w ith the 
flashhuIlK, fircLraikers 

rent the air and her fans 
spilled tin to the stands ol 
BoinKiy to catch a 
glimpse of Ash. 

Miss World, howrever. 
had h\ vk* with another 
Rai (Kalpnathllograb 
the headlines While 
KaJpnaih indicted in 
the sugar scandal, the 
only thing Aishwarya was 
guilty of was Hashing 
saccharine*sweet smiles 
al all and sundry. 

Thai included Prime 
Minister Narasirnha Kao, 
whtnn she met in the 
capital. And rK>. Ash has 



Write 

TRACK 

Dom 

Mttracs, 
who has been 
selected l<v the Sahitya 
Akodemi awaid ftir his 
volume of poems titled. 
Strrndip. is honest 
Honest enough to ndmii 
that it is not his best work 
and wonder how ntany 
people have actually n;ad 
the four'part sonrM 


no doubts il I Hi he 0 idn' t 
pou 11 n the course (>f Ihc i i 
meeting. 



sequerkv. undumlcTstiXKJ | 

it. 

Moraes' iMKik, which 
had been piibUshed in 
1^), had used a 
symbology laully reliant 
on myth. And even 
tb«>ugh Serendip was 
praised by IvHh English 
and Amoriran p<H*K, 
"nobody in India sccnK*d 
to have iindcrstiHKl wh;il! 
was trying to say". 

At least that's what Ihc 
5h*y car-old ixiciiliinks 
* - yes. even a I ter get ling 
the prestigious a Will d* • 
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If yZmiwi d ilnwlc. mire than 
((10,< ^ p^c’jvK* 1 *1 IN Wi\ hj UiU - 

gt, (he firsi liisn in (he Nar- 
maJa valley deveUtpmem pnh 
gramme ciMuaructcd in 
MuJhya had been ninning 

from pillv to post in gel NuitaMe ctwn* 
pensMion for the Iws of (heir wurevs of 
livelihood. Though the oustees had heU 
iurvcral <knionMfatium« iheir protests 
fell on deaf can. So much so, (hat the 
government refused to even meet them 
and discuss the issue, not lo spedt of 
according (he oustees (he Maius of 
project •affected persons 
Thus, it was not with much optimism 
(hat the Bargi oustees regarded (he team 
led by Justice S. M. Daud, a retired judge 
of the Bombay High Court, which hdd 
come to investigate their pligN The 
team spent a ji umber of days in the val* 
Icy, net scores of project-arfecicd per 
sons, examined (heir living condilioos 
and litok their views on compensation 
sought from the guvcmmoil. 'We coo- 
pcraicd, hut rather reluctantly, as we did 
not really see much coming out uf this 
invcsiigotiofi But then, what was the 

harm in trying’?*' rvcouolN one <4 the 
oustees. I*i n^ly, (hei r patience hore fruit. 

The report sharply criticised the 
govcmmciu’s indifference Uiwords the 
prsihiem and indk iod it for severe viola¬ 
tions of (he human rights U fv«>ple liv< 
ing ui the submergence /one li pulled 
up the government severely for inenm* 
petenct arid negligence 


VOICE OF 


The Indian People's Tribunal indicts the Centre 
forfailing to take care of the Narrmula oustees 

and Lalur victims 


I Once puMished. (he repnn had the 
4k.siKd cffeci on (he government Mini¬ 
sters and hurcaucrais agreed io meet the 
leaders Ilf (he agitation, and aftcrncgixia 
iHins. the government coru'cdud one of 
the main demands of (he ousiccs - the 
status of projcct'afTcclcd perMms, nor¬ 
mal in other projects coming up on the 
Narmada, including the cnntrovcnial 
Sardar Sarovar Project. 

The report arvl its immediate impact 
brought cheer not only lo (he B^gi 
ULsiern. bui aNo to members of a flcdgl' 
ing human righb and environmental 
organisalion. (he Indian People s Tribu¬ 
nal on Environment and Human Rights 
<IPT| fkirmedunS June, IMU.I.aiemee 
ling of envimomentalists and human 
n^ls activists in Bangalore, the trihu 
mil. oiincrt ai bringing iusIhx closer (o 
the have-nots 

Say^ Colin Gonsalves, a lawyer and 
ccKxmvcnor of the IPT. This was hasi* 
caMy an expression of people's feelings 
i>f dissaiisfactioo with (lie existing judi¬ 


cial procx'sscs where the courts arc u 11 res¬ 
ponsive lo the abuses of environmciilal 
arid human rights of people It is also an 
altcnutivc indeju:niJcnl body «hich will 
investigaic these violations' 

Agren IX'epika D'Souzu. an IHT 
eourdinalur, The cixiits ul issues 
from the point of view of ihc slate oribe 
employers. When pn^tls arc planned, 
(he human costs are never tocludcJ, 
even though they arc a cHiicul compon¬ 
ent of the prr^l cost. We want the 
judges and the enutts to say that the legul 
approach of today is backward, rciro- 
grtssivc and anti-people,'' 


T I>o idea of Ihc IFf goes buck lO 

August IW2, when the national mcc- 
ling uf Nannuda suppod groups in New 
Delhi considered iIh* issue. Afier several 
meetings aemss the couniry. NfiOs 
from varkKJs padv gathered in BangHlo- 
nc for a convcniion on human rights and 
cnvirunmcni. where the tPT was formal¬ 
ly inauguraied. 

MNDaVI 








AlOlCl#T|^ 



unal needs to 

e torture after the bombings 



I AXTIKjl \Ki'.; Theregortcriticisedttiesuspension 
of relief measures in Latur, and forced tbeir resumption 


PROTEST 


irr IN MruclurcU, hkitc tn teas, on Uw 
inicm^lional Purmancm Pcuple\Tnbu- 
iidl. U tuiifuurrmijtH pan*! • (hep>encnl 
KxJy which consiMs t>r puipic affixtcd 
hy I Ik UipsKjcJ policies. lh« council of 
rvprcseniaitves of ^ixvgglc group and 
cnviriKimenial organihaiiorih ffiMTi all 
over Iho Kiuniry. a irihunal contpnvtng 
indepcndcni judged academicians, cco- 
DumisisandjoimuiiMs ihH will jnve&Ug* 
ate the various complaints and a vcrcta* 
rial ihai will cnnrdinaie ihc funcikming 
of the orgitmsaiion. 

The tribunal began work in rij^i cam 
csl wjlliin a couple of months afler the 
Bangalore meet, lls ^lr^l repod was done 
by Justice Daud for the Bargi omiees. 
.Sirtcc then, various retired Judges have 
undertaken invest! gatiom into seven 
complaints from several pans of the 
country. All seven reports have been 
releasied publicly and copies were also 
suhmifted to relevant 3uihorilie« wltove 
areas of functioning were invesiigaied. 

One report that (he (KT likes moat to 
talk abuui is that on the relief measures 
undertaken in the canhquakC'Nirickcn 
areas of talur and Osmanabad in Maha* 
rashira. The repnn prepared by Justice 
K.A Jabagirdtf. a retired jud^ (»f the 
Bombay High Court, had found seven! 

UMDAVI rjufUfiWh 


boles m the relief measures iniiiaiciJ by 
Ihc govemmem. 

Hollowing (he submivsKW of (he 
repod, ihe govtrmncnl did come oul 
wiih aclanikalion. answering (he (jues- 
iM ms raised in (he report. It also rxssumcii 
rdi«l measures in ihc afTcctcd areas. 
Later, Ihc repotl funned (he basis of u 
public interest litigation filed m (he Bom¬ 
bay High Court by a few NOOs. seeking 
greater relief for affecicd families. 

Vhough ftv a .Stan (he IPX seems to 

I have done a fan job, it has (he same 
drawbacks thai other voluniary human 
rights organisations have. Its repmts 
have a limited impact on a thick -sk I nned 
bureaucracy. 

*Wc (cll (he people very clearly that 
(he IPT will not have a magic wand that 
will put an end tu all their miseries. It is 
just another attempt to highlight (heir 
esmdition and Iving justice to them,” 
explains Gonsalves. 

But Ihe IPT has failed to Lcklc curtain 
critical areas. Torture m police custody, 
women's issues, public health «uid 
labour issues are the main subjects 
where ihc tribunal has not initialed any 
investigations. 

This has kd to a rather kipsided silua* 


ikm a.s six of the seven investigations 
(kmc hy ihc inbunal were in svcslcm 
India and only one in the north. 'I1w east 
and (he south have largely remained i hi i 
of ihc ixibunat ’ s reach, 

The IPT i s al so fuc i ng a severe crunch 
(d funds and manpower. "Hvcn though a 
large number of people have Joined (he 
organisation, we still need more man 
power and moic funds to he fully opera* 
iKvtal." says ()'Sou/a. 

But the inhual dclinilely needs to pul 
more eRort in (vro critical questions that 
await answerTs in Bombay wlierc the 
orgamsatiun is based. Ihc large*scale 
violence used by the Bombay Police dur* 
ing the December 1992 and January 
]99!t nots. when more than 700 
Muslims wvre killed in police firings or 
stabbed and huml alive by Sena goons. 

The second area to he investigated is 
(he large number of complaints of pr^ice 
(oflure in the aftermath oF the serial 
h(^b Ma.sis in Manrh 1993 Hundreds 
of persons were Ukti (k'taincd illegally 
by the police and there have been several 
ca.sos of thirdHlegrcc methods used by 
(he police. 

The fPT also needs lo gd more pro¬ 
active and get involved in invesugatioas 
on iLs own rather than wait for an NGO 
to come forward, because in several inst* 
Hflccs of severe human rights violations, 
(he alfcctcd persons are too disorganis* 
cd and loo pour to hr able to protest for 
iheir rights. • 
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The last wilderness 


The tourism potentials of Assam *s hill districts go abegging 



GUWAHATrl 


LUMDING 


with diMinci cuhural cKarw:icrs Nearly 
13 hig ami small tnhal ciwimunilics. 
im^luding ihc Dimasas, Kukis. Nagas. 
Umars. Kartxs ami 1 iwas. ctxMSi in Ihc 


THE. 

HIGHLAND 

fUlLWAY 


j^awltng hill spunely 
populated adjacent 
distrkis. 

U's apily. thus, that the 
Assam govemmeni and 
the Ccnlrc have both 
been cold to the region's 
lounsm potential. The 
tcHirist bungalows main' 
laincd hy the state im not 
habitable, private hotels 
dctn'i exist and ordinary 
iravcllcrs just have 
nowhere to stay. 

Yd, given ihi.s quaini, 
nui of*ihe-workl railro^ii 
and Stations small 
erM>ugh lu i(x>k IDlipulian 
in mcintpolitan eyes, the 
region should have 
drawn people thirsting 
for a sight itf such virgin 
larKis. And reai'hing there 
is not a pri>hlcni. for Si I- 


Thiiqniiit 

rallreari 


skMW have drawn 
pMpletliirstlHgfor 
asifMatsart 
vfigli tends 


char, the hendquaricrs of Cachar distr¬ 
ict and the journey's starting pmnt. is 
air*linkcd to Calcutta. 

And it i.stt sad fixKnotc to the subject, 
indeed, that this last frontier of the wild 
is turning into a haunted terrain, where 
guerrillas with their killing machines 
nrerge with the jungle chiaroscuro. 
Naga insurgents of the Natumal Social* 
isi Council of Nagaland arc active 

The guvcmmcni has neglected this 
region fax tui long. And ii may, well, 
have slippixl (Hit of its hand. • 


Ii 


I f you can't afford a 
tnptoHrayil to see the 
Amazon, lake a ride 
to l.utnding from Silchar, 

Assam, for a feel of the 
rain forests, it’s one of 
India'.s most fascinating 
raiintads creeping along 
the mountains, pairing 
through 36 tunnels ajtd 
culling across some of 
the last patches of printal 
Indian wilderness. 

There is no telling how 
tong this 20IVplus km 
metre gauge run would 
take, l.jitchcd on to a die* 
sel locomotive, the train 
leaves mmdescript Sil* 
char at 9 am. And two 
hours later, shortly after it 
chugs past the menacing 
Rarak, you are among ihe 
mounuiins. 

It is a slow train that seldom gucs 
beyond 4() kmph. The bends are luo 
sharp and fnxiucnt for faster pace. So. 
Silchar and Lumding are a gemd ten 
hours npaxi. However, Ihc lime can 
stretch, if sliding boulders Nock the 
tracks. But longer (he journey, the mer¬ 
rier it is. 

For. few parts in the country offer 
vistas so rich in matte, moi.st and 
imprcgruble forests thick with lowering 
bamboos, creepers and broad-leaved 
trees, with crashing cataracts and f^* 
flowing rivers racing through the gor¬ 
ges. I n fi ne. 1 1 IS a natural ist \ paradise 
that should have figured boldly in Indi¬ 
a's tourism map. Yet. t( remains a Imk- 
known destination despite its natural 
and ethnic attractions. 

Hk* hi 11 town of I la flong. w hkh with 
a lirile spnicmg up should be a jewel in 
Assam's crown, lies halfway to l^im* 
ding As the hea(k|uar1as of North 
Cachar Hills district, it can serve as a sta¬ 
ging point for those ka*n l(» explore the 
natural wonders of the mountains. 

And not just that, the hills, rising 
Mcflply to the we.st in Manipur and Nagu 
IskI and gently sloping down to 
Assam's Karhi Afiglong district in the 
north, is home to myn^ ethnic groups 
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■ Sound advice 

F or some time. 

London-based 
non-resident Indian (NRIj 
industrialist Swraj Paul has 
been aski ng for the creation 
of a new progressive 
economic culture that cares 
and appreciates 
entrepreneurship in the 
liberalised era 
At the twoday NRMndi;i 
World Convention held in 
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would favour an 
uutH>1-ihc*coun settlement 
However, the RBI h»v 
relused to consider Peerless’ 
appeal on the grounds that 
by (knng so. it would violate 
Uk provisions already set by 
it and has referred the matter 
to the S upreme ('ourt 
With no prospect of an 
early settlement, a 
delegation of the 
Cm;-backed All-India 
Peerless Employees llnion 


r 



Swr^ PmI: nil for a naw 
oeonomie esrttum 

New Delhi feccnily. Paul 
said. "Economic reforms 
onented 1 owa^lv 
high-tneome gnnips can 
prcnJusC rcmurkuhlc n*sults, 
hul the exclusion of lower 
mcomc gfsiupN is morally 
wrong, economically 
unhealthy «md politically 
destabilising, " he said 


■ Troubled 
times 

A few months ag<». small 
finance and investment 
companies were being 
huuied up for irrcgulanties 
by the Reserve Bank of India 
<RB1). 

This time, (he Rtil has a 
dispute with Peerless, one of 
the countryMargcsl 
non*banking companies 
over "pr<K'Cssmg charges’. 

The issue is pending with 
the Calcutta High Court and 
it is reported that Peerless 



POLICY OF THE WEEK 


Pa raff ft markf'ting of liquid petrotetm gas fo 
f^et goi’^mment suf>p<frt 

When the government deci ded (n allow 
parallel marketing of liquified 
petmlcum gas<I.PG)by pnvair 
companies iwovearNags*. about 11 4 
million people tm the w aiting list lor 
domestic gas hcavt-O a sigh of relief 
Many new companies were floated 
ovcmighi w ith or without proper infrasinKiurr. and some 
gullible ciisiomerv were taken for yiKle by fly-bv-nighi 
mcketeers Bur that was lusi half the problem 
Thereat trouble lies in (be foci (hat dcspiic a massive 
demand-supply gap. the pnvatc operators have not been 
aMe to cash in on the demand The reason' the price 
differential of domestic gas ^Mnle the 
government-awrH‘d OHnpanics supply gas at heavily 
subsidised pnccs. pnvate mo/keters ore unable ti* match 
the differential. As a result ol ibis, many of the new 
entrants polled out of the busiooss 

But (hw is some hope in sight Vijay L. Kclkar. 
secretary, Union mmistrv ot petroleum and natural gas, 
say& ihai the govemmeni i>. dciermmed lo keep the 
consumers supplied, and that (he pnvate sector would get 
the gov'cmmeni's full suppsKi. including (anker facilities 
A c km 1 wledging i he for cread ng addi iional port 

facilities to handle imports of LPG. Kelkar said (he pnvate 
sector should addass the issue ot transporting (he prixiuci 
fmm porrs lo the interior areas of thi' country. 


met finance minister 
Manmohan Smgh, 
requesting him to intervene 
in the mailer. Bui u is still 
not clear which side the 
fi nance mini sicr w i J1 be vm. 

■ Out of the 
woods 

T hen: is gianl news for 
people who arc keen to 
mvcsi in leak planumon 
schemes The government is 
considering tK* iiunHluctKm 
ol a c<unprchensiveaKle of 
regulatums liir this industry 
These days, the 
investment schemes offered 
by leak plariiaiion 
companies have become 
very fHipiilar Hui since ihis 
industry is unregulaicd. 
mme unscrupulous 
companies have been 
making a fast buck by 
dupin g the I r euston wrs 1 n 
order to flush ouI ihcse 
raskciccrs, several big 


, t 
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h«t 

companies under the banner 
of All India Teak Planters 
Assoclotior) have made 
rirprescniat Kills lo the 

govemmeni for regulatory 
guide lines. 

The guidelines w ill co\ cr 
issues hkc mmimum equity 
stake, raising funds iiom the 
public, disckisurcs to be 
mo^k in I hi' prospccru*. 
mcihoJof iiivcstnviii. 
minimum pn>nK»lcr"s 
holding .ind mandators iisk 
iW Of Ic'f crop fill lure • 
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Romesb Chauhon finds 
himself in a spot as 
\ Coca-Cola threatens to 
j pull out of the 
partnership 


O i> WcdncMijv. 21 Decern* 
hct. RiiTiK>kh Chauhun and 
his hnrfhcr, FVdkash, land* 
od in rk'\hi Tmin Bombay, 
lirsi sioppb'd ii> consult 
(heir litwycr. (' I. S;irccn, in his Vasunt 
Vih.ii resuk'nu, then IukJ u vs'< irking 
luik'h d( ilic Hyau Rcgcrk'y and came 
home to find 54 imemew i\H|ucsts frum 
themed in 

Back in Bom hay. ihe ik*ws had Kruk* 
cn otii ihai the strategic all ranee her ween 
('ncd'C'ola and Parle was off The hro* 
(hers hAd sold such brands asThums Up. 
Ciira, Lmwu ami Mau/a to Ci<3*(*o]a 
IW <1 siaggcnng USS 60 million on IK 
Septemher, IW.V As part of the agree* 
mem, P.irle wjb given the first nghi of 
relusul of hoiilmg nghis for Pune and 
Bangaliire. On 20 December, ihis year. 
Coca*Colu's India country, manager. 
J.tydcv Ruja. wrote a letter rejecting that 
right 

Ncxi da>, aimiher letter arrived from 
Rtija. Ramesh Chauhan had also been 
returned by Coca*C\ila a.s a consultant 
lor five years with a fee of USS 125.000 
per year. Raja said that while payment 
for the first year was being released. 
Coca*Colu was scrapping the rest of the 
agiiXMoeni 

Chauhan then instructed the man 1^* 
ing the telephone mcsvigr.s to call m 
rcporim of SIX major yiewsp^icrs "Pra- 
kash (<>ok the evening Highi back to 
Bombay hecausc he had to go on a fami¬ 
ly vacation." said C'hauhan. "I got down 
to giving intcrsiews ' 

Next day. the Coke*Parle scrap wa& 
on page inw ol newspapers Seeing that, 
others followed with interviews. Soon, 
he was on television networks And in 
uihicr a week, he was being interviewed 
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foe (he /nJitt 9ustn<M ffe/iorr on the 
BBC. 

“I've nothing to low.’ he said, sitting 
in the verandah ovcrlsK^mg his garden 
in Shsfttt Niketan. *l've nothing to 
swry. I'm through worrying about mar¬ 
ket share, percentages, who to fix and 
how to fix. I’ma vnyi dangerous man to 
lake on ai>w ** It was the vame old 
Ramevh Chauhan danng from the 
trcnchrs. 

B ut rypKally. 9% with so much that 
has 10 do with Chauhan, things were 


not all biiick and white. Trouble stuoed 
on 11 November lust year, when some 
Coke officials stumbled upon an unspe 
cified quantity of the eonccntT<iles used 
for manufacturing Thunis Up, Limc;i, 
Gold Spot and Citra in Parle's giant tHm- 
iing plant at Vile Parle m Bombay. 

7>is set off alarm bells in Atiutiiu m 
the US. headquaners of the Coca-Cola 
Company, and at its main India oil ice at 
(he World Trade Centre in Cuffe Pumclc. 
Soft-drink biggies, worldwide, make :i 
bulk of (heir prufKs from selling con¬ 
centrates to hcKtlerx. Here, according to 












ihc ^U)T>. w;is Kjmesh ('hauh.m nunu- 
faclurmi* iinJ h(>iilin^ fht>se \anie nm- 
cvnirjics whose ri>rinuljs he h.iJ M>ld Iti 
C\iCii'C*ol;i loi U.S$ fi(J mi I hoc:. Sudi 
pall^ 

Cocu-C ola appurciilly coniinucd u> 
inve»uguic ihc inaiict anU reached the 
ccflclusion ihal P;<ric had been manufaC' 
(unnp (he c\inccn(ralc 'Dii'i had Ihc 
pdicnuul of upsiHiing ihc (’okc apple* 
cait. noionly in lndi>i hui worldwide. 'If 
Chnuhim coikui luvd M make his ow n c*on* 
cciuraic" saul un indcpciHlviii cmisul* 
lam, "he wiuld no more he a mere hot* 


iler f<>r C'<^* hui emerge as a risul lie 
loukj sfll (he concciMrale seereily lo 
olhcT hotilers al a lower price. *l1iis was 
nm («nly a vudation «>( paicni hui plain 
Irjud * 

Aikl il Coca f'ola didn't aci apainsi 
Par le. ('oke ’ s 57 hoK Icrs across (he coun 
try w<x»l«J do ihc ^nK ihinp, ihc argu* 
iiient inside the company wcni "Hence. 
('iKa<'t^j had lo aci Uniph and he seen 
10 K' acimp so/ said a source And i( 


Coca-Cola, which 
launched its product in 
India with much fanfare 
iasl year, now feels 
funda menially diffrrenl 
about Parle. Its managers 
choose to see Ramesh 
Chauhan as a *'mere 
bottler'*, not the 
''strategic partnirr" of 
yore 


•a CtMulMii: MtMnl to worry T 


did. Nm onl y was the ci >n su I lancy ug rce 
incni scrapped arHl (he l*ir>i 
nglil td refusal rcjcTicd, OK'<«*C\>la did 
onoiher thing. 

In SefKemlK'f IW. when Timms Up 
anil die rcsi seere sohh CoctfCola and 
Park* hod iigrecd losei upu join(*\‘cniiiiv 
hnsiness invcsimenl CiMiip^iny called 
CtKa-CnIa Hark Hnierprises 
wiih un iSiuity of Rs f>4 croie. hnlf euclf 
iXMiiiflg I roll I 0)iiuhari Coke, wjih 
(Tuuhan js chMirinun 

CC'PI: WIKI Id have served .is ;i sort of 
CCnirul pisd, which wtnild lend money 
lo Coke'shim lets fiK upgrading/cxptind* 
ing dvn pbnis over *i pcnml of iinie. 
Thai ligure. wiihoui any < okc support, 
viiHis (»uno Ks X enne every year The 
idea was to convert ihe debt inUi equity 
os Cl a period nf lime This iiicMiit dial 
CCPf*. could hold ihe stiuies of the hoi* 
ilers and Chauhan, as ehamiian, W'ould 
gel to wield a great ui7u>unl i>l levcnige 
with Coke’s hollling iwlwork 

When It wus confirmed iluii Purle was 
making ciwiecTilrales when il slKHildn’l 
he. Coke dci idcd ( o choke off Ihe ('('PI- 
prsijcci. So, as ii stands now, Cluiuhan 
has been ikmied all three spinoils froni 
ihc Septrmher I'W.I agieenieiu 


T its has iinpered 
Kuinesh Chauhan He 
says (hat the eoncvnlrale 
isMte was discussed and 
M:ll1ed w'lih CiK’.i-('ofa. 
and he thinks thai 
wasjusi on CM'im' locun* 
cel the consoliuncv con* 
true I. nTuse boiiling 
rights for Pune and 
Bangalore and abort the 
juinl'veniurc enn^ony. 

’'I sawCi»ca*Cola as an 
honourahh* company 
whose verbal, Ici alone 
w nltci I Ciiini n ri ins'iiis 

could he Imsied and 
thai's why I chose ihein 
over Pepsi who first came 
lo buy my brands," he 
said "Now I'm nol a; all 
sure All three arc part of 
Ihc wniten agaerneni. 
How can they buck on 
any ofihem’’" 
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BUSINESS 



• Stick to th«poftKk>n that 
Parts la a mara bottiar in Mhi 
and Bombay. 

• Thraatan Parts with 
cwicalling exiating Kcencaa. 

• Follow up the caveat, 
directing Parte to give one 
copy of all papers it might put 
up In a lawsuit, by filing a case 
itsetf. 

• Push to take the case for 
arbitration before the 
International Chamber of 
Commerce in Parts. 

• Settle out-of-court 



Chuuhun's sidt) vboui Ihc corKcnira- 
is (Mtly :i iililc differeni (nmt CiAe\ 
but enough lo clear him, ‘Wc all ulemg 
had I he ciwcvmrdies." he said. 'Ii was 
CuM'Colcj’s job in then due diligence (o 
(dl us whm ludo wah ihc nuicrul, who 
lo ^11 a to. We couldn’t sell il in ihc 
open market 

"Our trialing plunts in four places 
were visited on 20 to 40 occasions by 
Ci)ca'<~,ola orOcuK Tiiey hiid seen it in 
our sales bonks. There was nothing clan* 
destine or secret about il. Ilul not ooce 
Jill (hey potni il out Alstv, *c hud vild 
ihc I'ormufa. not the maivnaK. They had 
loieJI us what lodo wah it 
"We have nrx disobeyed a smgle 
instruction uf ihcirs." C'haiihan cunii* 


nued, ‘We don't work chat way. We 
leave the plant to the monogcfs. The 
managers had no insicuctlum about the 
concentrates, cither from us or from 
I hem. Their legal depurtmem sends us 
such (nng lists of ihing.s to do. We had to 
change names of our companies. Why 
not rhbi? 

“I don't say we arc not guilty.'' said 
C'hjuhan, *We paid up whatever was 
1 heir loss in proTit * This port was oegnt i* 
iitcil on X and i^ December by ihcir 
luwyri Sarven, who went to Bombay. 
From the mher side was Jaydev Raya 


up his act. not me." expostulated 
Chauhan. 

OrTicially, Coca*Ci>la has not com¬ 
mented on Chauhan's diauibe. A fax (o 
iaydev Raja to his Bombay otTiee remai* 
unanswered. Said a market analyst: 
*1 would ima|ii)c they are under insmic* 
iKins from Atlonia not to reply to press 
i|ucrKs.l think one of Coke's siralegiesis 
to show that karnesh Chauhan has viola¬ 
ted the spirit of the agreement by shoot¬ 
ing hiK mouth off to the press.” At) that 
the Noft*dnnk giant foxed to newspaper 
ofTiccs was a bland statement a'lieratmg 

ASHOcC C-MMWANTf 



Watrtbuthig Cnea^ola: thn Mttnra war* apMt wtth tbu Mfl^rlnlt gUnt 


Honked by Coke's Indian and Amereiun 
la*)crs. 

‘I told them that we wanted the whole 
thing sorted out.’'said Surren 'They ask¬ 
ed tor damages and I said 'No. you’re 
cm II led to loss of profiis' , I dcpi»si led R s 

4.57 crorc The accounts departments i>r 
Rartc and CiAc ore c^iktiloting how 
much wc really owe Coca -Cola, but F m 
not paying damages,’ 

After This payment. Raja wnuc a let- 
icr hack on ilw same day. *nk.' operative 
part reud: ~...*ihe ivsuc regarding manu¬ 
facture of beverage ha^es/cuncenirates 
by their (Purlc) hoitliiig plants for cap¬ 
tive consumption stands closed.* In a 
week afi jr this came the two Idlers un 
siR'cessive Jays cutting uui Romesh 
Cluiuhan irom written commitments. 
"Jaydev Raja is die m» who has to clean 


a continuing business relatiorship with 
Parle. 

B ut Chauhan won't let go without a 
fight. He has wntlcn agreemenLs for 
everything ihal Coca-Cola is doing him 
out of The teller fn>m C’oca-Cola giving 
him first right of refusal f.ir boiiling 

Market sources in 
Bombay say that 
Coca-Cola is in no hurry 
and is plotting every move 
agaiast Parle. Coke's 
animus for Chauhan is 
deep 
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BCI^MCSS 


in Pune and Bangalcn wa& signed 
by Neviile [sdell. He » Ci4:c's senior 
vice-president for the Middle-East and 
Africa and the man who convinced 
Chauhan to come over lo Coke. 

The agreemeni, appointing Chai 4 ^ 
as con su lunr»has no cait clause. 1 n 11 . he 
is given a rued-term appomtmeni of 
five years. If Coca*Cola doesn’t want 
him as a consulumi ii has u> pay US S1.5 
million. "Instead, they )usi terminated 
his services," said Sarcen "He had never 
expressed any wish not u* he cunsulicd." 

He also says that the first year's fee. 


f k >4 


that should have come in on the first 
anniverary of the agiecment. that is. 1 1 
November, was handed over only on 19 
December. 

Bui .Sareen is most upset about the 
non-selling up of ihc joint-ventuie cum* 
pany. "I would say that ihc clemcni o( 
greed conics in here." he says. "CCrc 
would have been a money-earner, and w 
ii was. .SO per ceni td the prufits would 
have come lo Parle. Bui C'oca*C(da 
wants 100 pertvni profits for itself. So. 
It doesn't wanr Puric m theCCVE. 

'In the new ccooomic policy." says 


is. 


> 

_ » 


• T«k«k6oail«ctlon«iQilo«t 
CocB*Col« for brMGh 
written aorMnwit*. 

• Bypm India mnnogM of 
Coca-Cola and try to oonvknea 
tMr boaaaa in Attanta about 
the bad deal 9ivan to Parie. 

e Tbraaten Coca-Cote with 
cfoairro bottlino unite In 
Bombay and DattM, etpactetty 
Bombay, whara ft la tha aola 
bottter for Coha. 

• Taka companaatfon mor>#y, 






Sareen. not himself an economiM, you 
cui repairiate all your pMfits. including 
capital costs. In America, how much can 
you get on your invcstnicni? The bank 
role i.s three per cent Here you can take 
hack the cake with the icing. How much 
do you think Coca-Cola invested when 
it was first here? Just Ks 7 lakh, and it 
took bock millions of dollars. That is all 
Coca*C<^a is interested in doing." 

SarcM adds that (he other reason why 
Coca-Cola did not warn a joint veniure 
with Parle was hci’ause it wanted total 
coAtrul on Ihc upgradation of bon ling 
faci lilies " Accordi ng to a Coca-Col a sU- 
lemeni." he says. 'Kittlcrs have already 
been made to spend Rs 1 2^ crorc. The 
hot pan <if that money must have grmc 


lunoAvi 








BUSINESS 


WARRING PARTNERS 


But Ramesh Chauhan denies having fallen out with 
brother Prakash over Coca-Cola 


ways. PrakAsb owns Pirie Agro, 
wl^ m«kes Frooli. and Rnsih 
beads Bislori, whkh is tbt 
Itfgesi'SeniDf minenl water in the 
eounvy. They are equal paruwrs in 
two group companies. Pide 


Ramesh Chauhan differ with 
l^vother Prakash about how lo 
handle ihe laiey Coca-Cola-Parte 
bailie? Two fituncial dailies have 
repi>rMd this hut Chauhan denies li 
The Fiftonciul faprrii quoted 
Chauhan as ^ying that he was 
working on a acpanuion plan with 
Prakusb to secure the future of their 
children. Ramesh has one daughter 
and Prakash has three. 

"Once they get married and the 
aofU-in'Iaw come into the picture, 
there are hound to be diftoncei,” he 
was quoted as having said in a report 
from Bombay. "So. Prakash and I 
have decided to di vide up the 
cumpunies to prepare for the future.* 
in it he also accused Coca-Cola of 
trying to divide the brothers. 

In Delhi, Chauhan told Sitnoay 
that the whole report was rubbish. 
”We have ditTerences." he admitted. 
'But that doesn't mean there is a 
conflict, ll is having different 
viewpoints. What's wrong with 
ihaiT' 

Bui was Coke trying to .split them? 
‘I can't say,’' he said. 'We are both 
sufficiently mature and intel I igeni 
We do not have a difTerent ^iproach 
to handling Coca-Cola. No one can 
do a Robert Give on us and divide 
us." 

But repoct> of di fferenccA between 
the brothers have been there much 
before this. Si/Miay reported, more 
than a year ago, that i f (be deal with 
Cokt in which ihey sedd their 
premier brands hadn't come about, 
the two would have split. 

They are really two different 
pcrvns Prakash is very media-.shy. 
He ham' t spoken once ihnuigh all 
(hi^ row with CiKU-Cola. It is 
Ramesh whodocstall Ihe 
media courimg and political flung, 
Prakasb runs the Bombay bocUing 
plam, which is the iarjpsi in India. 
ar>d sees to the marketiag. Working 
fnjrn Delhi, Kamosh dues all (he 
India-wide strategiHing 
At kasr, that is bnw it when 



Parle owned Thumx Up. Umca. 

Citn and so on. "He was (he 
foof-soldicr and I gave airuiver.* 
.said Chauhan smiling, "DonT 
underegliniate whatever he dkl All 
our major laink hcN. whether of 
Tbums Up. I .ioKaor Citra. occurred 
in Bombay.* 

But even whi^ they were each 
doing their jobs «^cndidiy. there 
were reports that Prakash wajueJ 
out. Market wwrccs My that be 
wa>it'( a battle ram hkc RamcMi. who 
Inved al I his wars with ftrsi Pepsi and 
(hen Coke, and that he pmsured 
Ramesh to xdl out. Chaulun deniea 
this. *I( was ray idea to make a deal 
with Coca-Cola," he reveals. 

May he. ^uilready, both 
bnxhi^ are going Ihcir sepanie 


Beverages Lid and Delhi Bottlcn 
Ltd, and if there were to be a sptii. 
(his is where i l could get na.'ssy. 

'Ccdiecan'i realise how 
cmrqilicaied (he ownership Alrvcturc 
of th^ companies are." said 
Ouuhan. Tarle Beverages is held 
by Parle Eapona, which is in turn 
hdd by Parle Flavours & Fragrances. 
The fint option to buy rests with the 
other person. Probably Coca-Cola 
docs know this «xl thin is why 1 
don't think they would think in Mrms 
ofst^ruing.' 

lW u psfeefly pussibk. Even 
so, tbe bOB in Bombay U that Coke 
is working on Prakash to part w^s. 
Right now ihou^ Rarneab ClMuhaD 
doean’t lock worried. Knowing him. 
even if he was be wouldn't show k. 
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eUSJNESS 


uul of ihc country foe buying machi nes 
— utiheir behest." 

He also says ihai when Coca-Cola ask¬ 
ed boiikrv to increase the bolile sjTe 
Irom 250 ml lu ?00 ml. the argun«ni 
thill wa.s given wasihai this should mean 
more to the consumers, "Except that for 
every SO ml exird, the bottler had to pay 


Pepsi Foods: there is some 
rumour that Parle might 
switch over to this 
ctMnpany, but Ramesh 
Chauhan denies this 


uftccunomical. 

Temporary closuar mighi rix:k t\'kc. 
though. The comp^my uill huic in pu> 
RsK ascviroi per case broughi Iromoui- 
side to sell in And }UM lum, 

there urr rH>oiix.T pinnis in ihi* eiiv use!I 
thai C’oiii*Cii|j cun coiisulei taking 
(>vcr. It IS nvgnti.Uing Coi Mlling uihis 
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RamMh CMutan with Mn hrothor 

erahith (airtmiw at tha 
tauachof CoewCola In IMil: Avtri 
In tha family? 


Orkc ftiiw for Ihc ci>ftccntrale.” he say^. 
The NHilcrs losi while Coke nude pro* 
fils, Wor^. they made the hoiilerx rHu- 
cc prices fnwn Rs ^.50 lo R^^ 5, Now, 
they are very angry w ith Coca-Cola. " 
Will Ihc hotileis come m un a Parle 
suit against Coca-Oila? "Mayhe. why 
nui ?" asks Sareen. " 11 . that is. we file a 
suit, Bullcun'ltell you what wears like¬ 
ly to do. Wait and sec." 

T hat IS CtKij-Cola's game tou. Market 
'(Hirvcs in Bombay say that the sofi- 
dnnk giant is in no hurry and is plotting 
every move. Coke’s animus for Chau¬ 
han IS deep. The hvff in Bombay is lhat 


it is only after Coca'C'okj ihrcotcncd 
fUmesh Chauhan with w ithholdcng Ihc 
consultant’) fee even Rir the lira tvar 
ihai be agreed to |u\ up lor ilv ctwh omr- 
ate manufactiirc 

TheollKr ihingCiike was upset ;dioul 
was that Ranicsh Ouuhon was heiiig 
seen to unKHiisc h«iuler> against it. t)n 
cnocc than tme tveaskm. Chauhan hod 
apparcmly resisted C oke, for msiani.e. 
when pnccs per bottle were reduced hy 
50p. (he Park chief opposed saying that 
bottler margins would he aflectcd. Thai 
is when It seems be tried lo untonisc ihc 
bottlers against Cc^e. Much id whni 
lawyer Sorecn says musi have come 
from hcanng Cluuhan. 

But Chau.han has a gtiodcase against 
Coca-Cola Alsu, he is Coki’'s sede hot- 
Uer in Bomhav. The Vik rarie plant 
makes seven million cases. Fori) m ihe 
scrap wiih Cole, there was news ihai 
Chauhan would eonsiiler eUwing the 
plant or switch to bod ling for Pepsi. 
F^psi MHifves say that the Duke plani 
they bought is emnigh u* meei tbcir pnv- 
ductwfl and that another would he 


m hJiK ami nearby places. .is ri emri 
trust Rmnesh CHiuhiin alivr i)iis 

I .asi week, htiw c' i' I, C hauhan euicgt^ - 
rieall) ruled mil eilher cU^Ninj' Ihe Vik 
Park pl.tiii tir swiichiiig m another pro- 
duel. "I am ikH going m uve niyscif, ' lie 
said "Noway. ITiai is a H’parak* iSsuc. 1 
iMily wdni Coca-Cisia lolullil itsemitjac* 

tual agneenKnts" 

('oca-Cola, hosvever. feels tuiHiamoi' 
tally diftcreni about P;iflc now. Us mana- 
gets eboir>c to see Ramesh Chauhan as a 
'mere MiIct", noi Ihc ' siraicgu' p;m« 
ncr“ lit y(«. The magic has gone out of 
the relationship, il it was ever there. 
Sateen, the Parle lawyer, is not averse in 
.in oui-of-court fmamiul seitlciiKmi 

Bui if you vnnsider Cisca-Cola s repu- 
taikm and i is battery of I aw yers. i i mi gli i 
pUimh for lAking ihc ease all the way lo 
the Imcmatiotal Chambet of Commer¬ 
ce in Pans lor arbiiraium. Ociirly, u is 
hallle of wills now Ramesh Chauhan o 
good at ihai son of thing. Hut has he goi 
the stay ingpi'Wer .’ • 

ttm¥tr wilH bur^MU 
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Omiss 


The M. C. Jain 
Commission probing 
Rajiv Gandhi’s 
assassination jimis 
itself hamstrung 


F I pn(>nihi> vfi i;t » wai. consri • 

luti'd 10 probe ihe conspimey 
tichind Rujiv Gandhi's assas¬ 
sination, the Jam ('ommis* 
(ion of Inquiry has fHiled lo 
tiftke off. In fuel, ihc one-injn panel is 
lighting for iivown ^urvlval. 

The reason: the inaniUnns of New 
Delhi's North and South Blocks eye u 
with suspicion. And. in rcudiaiion, the 
commission's outspoken s'haimijn, 
iusikv Milap ('hand Jam, a retired Oner 
Justice < if l')cl hi H igh C 'ourt .hast h rcale- 
ned to do sontei hing u npi ccedeni rd 1 1 I t 
iK* veil of secrecy rnmi a niajor assassi¬ 
nation ease and ideniir> ihcsonspir^tr^rs. 
People only get lo know ihc iJeritioes 
of those who pull the trigger «ir set 


Itallv OmM: victim of • eoniplrocy 


app^ to be a proxy for semoM 
having a veued iniereiq in nnishing 
ihk cofttfiuMion. 


I am not to act 


Justice Af.C Jain on the probe 


Q: 1W mcsiu the comnilsalon 
can go into Ihe flotftngxof SIT? 

At Yes. J have ciled seveoJ authurit* 
ie» on Uw subject In my ordere, Bot aa 
a result of die realraintt puf on (he 
commission by the High Coun, tise 
ennunission is uoable ro get (he SIT 
documeotJk. 

The conunissioft hos lo satisfy 
itself whether the SIT pvmied aU tte 
clues cOTcaly and wheta any )oo' 
pholes remained in the iRvesiigakiQS. 

Q; You have and agaio hun* 
basted the central gortniment for 
MR cooperating with the eonab- 
doA, even (bou^ II b Ihdr own 
creattoiL How do yoa find the cen* 
tral govemmeiu*a attitude mw? 
A: *IYicre appears io be some dunge 


SlJNDAV: Are you salbflcd with the 
commlielQn’s progress? 
JuellcwM.C. Jain; Not at all. Much 
more could have been done by now. 
But because of this Delhi H rgh Court 
order, vhluaily 50 per cent of our 
efforts have been affKied. This order 
is the main obstacle before the com* 
missioc. Now. I am not free to act. 


probe from ihe yew I9S1 has been 
defended. Our reply al so ciie^i Supre* 
me Court judgements in whkb (he 
court has held that enquiry commis¬ 
sions have the power to go into poli¬ 
ce invosiigaiionv. 

Our reply before the High Court 
also stales that ihc petitioner, 
Mushuq Ahmed (who las sought 
(he quaking of the commission on 
(he ground (hat n amouocs lo a paral¬ 
lel enquiiy and was bound to affect 
the ongMg trial proceedii^s in 
Madras in Ae R^iv assassinaikm 
case) has no focus sfMdi in filing the 
petition. We have also mainuined 
that Ihe petition has no legs and n 


Q: What Is the coounbshm d<4ng 
about the order? Are you challeog* 
iof It in the High Court or tte 
Supreme Court? 

Al We have aJteady filed a detailed 
reply before the Hi^ Court in which 
^ CMtihistion'i d^iiiofl to start its 
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on of enquiry 


bombs otT (oelimindie p^iliucal IciHkrv. 
Bui rarely are they ihe real imsieniniids 
who pUn the killings. 

Juilicc iain has created conNicmuii4jn 
in certain circles by anruHjncing his 
inicnijon to post«monem the probe cairi- 
ed out by the Special tnvcsugaiing 
Team (SIT) and Miying (hit. "il need 
be'i the commission will conduct its 
own investigation abroad. 

Certain pressure grou^K In the LHiion 
g(»vemnieni view ihc conunissiofi as a 
ptneniial Krunkcnsivin's monster But il 
is a Catch*22 siiuaiion in whKh theCvii* 
treeannoi undo its own crvatiiHi wittymt 
raising doubts o1 n cover up The rvti 
Wsl thing *t van do. luiuvsvi. is place 
ohsincivs 10 hirkki ihe coinmission's 
woik 01 Ime It <|u;ished ihoHigh a couii 
onler 

And this is pivviss’K whai iIk* govern* 
mciu lias invd Jonv ln*m behind* 
1 1 le* scenes An ixi . ui e .kB «•vale. 
Miishtoti AhnuM. moved IVIhi Ihgh 
<*oun earlier l.isl year pksHliii): lhat (U* 
commission sh^mld l\ dishuinkd as n 
umkHinicd to a puialk l pioK* AIuiksI 
contended m his piiMu mteiesi pen* 
l luiT that the con 11 ni ss uat w i hi Id sci f i hi s* 
Iv pivjudice (he i Hip imp trial m ibv 

in the vviitoil governnKid's atiiiudc 
now. Bui the main problem is the 
High CuuTl order because of which 
we are not gelling the alMmportaiu 
SIT papers. 

Q; ^ut 40 months hive eUpfted 
since the enramtsaion was set up 
ind still it has not even begun il< 
real work: the prubi into the coru* 
piracy'. Does it not annoy you2 
A: 1 have mode my anitoyance clear 
during the (tfucoeJingv. 

Q: Have you at any stage Ihou^l 
it 9one strtwg or radl^ st^ to 
prwyour potot? 

A: What]drUofitep? 

Qt Like tendeefne your realfna- 
lim while inaUog your diefUit 
dear. Then had bitn Instaaces 
like this in lh« past, (he aoet recent 
exairqde belnf that (he Jusikx 


Rajis Gdndhi a^^sinaiiun cav:. He 
argued that SIT had already tiled an 
exhaustive chaigC'^heci folkwving a 
cianpfi.^nsi\e inscstigatiofl. und ihai 
its findings could not bcchallcngrd. 

T his surprising iiuvrsciMion took 
place 1(1 May last yaai and llic court 
obliged by passing an micnnuirdci nar* 
nvwing down the voimMission's scope 
anil juiisdu'iuHi li Was bain^J from tak¬ 
ing I *>K I as ihv Hlaning svai !• v its |inihe 
into the cvewis leading io the jsssssina 
iKtA llhc commissum decided li> do so 
bevausc that was the year w hen the Libe* 

Juotleo M.C. Jaki: ‘nkMo H no 
Quotllon of my roil^knf 
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Madou (n(|uir> coiambslun into 
the Mvhato Justice 

^doa hud reragffvd in disgust say¬ 
ing that he had felt l^eMrd Id a 
glided cage. 

Tbcw IS no questiou ul my 
rs.sigiilDg. Judges arc noi imexested 
in prcH&urc ucucs. R&igoatiuii 
means resigrkUkjQ. 

As fur ihe conspiracy probe, all 
na’Cssary steps srv being token to 
ensuiv that the probe begiru into (he 
conspiracy with all iu ranh5('Mion' 
Id the R^iv Gandhi asuKdnaikii 
Hut U why I am pumuiiii the 
erugury. 


ml ion Tigers nt Tamil Eelam, the terror* 
isi out Hi vhaigc-shceicd by the CBl lor 
mdsiemtinding and carrying out the 
a^sassinaiion. hnd emerged as a Torce to 
reckon «iih,) 

Instead, ilic High Cnun directed the 
cointnission in sun its probe finm 2^ 
July. I9M7. iIk day ihc IPKJ'acvunl was 
signed by Rajiv Gandhi and Ihe then Sri 
luflkan I’residcni, J. Jayawardene, 

Tlie cHXin also said ihai the cvMuiniii* 
sion w < HI Id nni gi M lUi > \ Ik* role of i n Jiv i * 
duals aiul agencies alreoely cnveied by 
the charge slicei The Tamil N;uJii and 
ihe central governments interpreted this 
lomcan thai the Jmn ('ommission could 
not proK* tV aciivmesolTlw I.TTb. 

The AlADMK yovvrnmcni's siarxJ 
was hainiiig. b was seen us yet anoiher 
'proot' of Ms " NO fine vs* inwards Ihe 
I.TTE. uUhoiigh Ja\ala1ilha had been 
swc|H II' piw.cr on the* crvsi of an anti* 
l.TTK wave And, surprisingly, it was 
supported b) ilK f Vntfi*. 

Tl suggests ihat Ihc Jam C'oinmission 
has Ih*s\miic ,1 poiiiic.d plat form," said 
li I. Wjdehra. tlu* first person lo chal¬ 
lenge the High C iKjri tnder pass4*d on 
MnsUijif AhiiK'd’s (Vliuoii 

'fhe High( iHiri hiid, inciJoil.illy, giv* 
en itssirdci wiihoui tiearnig ihc comini&* 
Sion’s counsel; it had onW heard the 
counsels tor tlk* ( eiilre and Ihe Tamil 
N.idu govemineiM 

Whig ts imue curious is that nobinty 
diaxlly ari vvicil hy ihc inicrim order has 
challenged It solar. 

U was Witdchrj who challctiged the 
ofOcr and siHight die resioraiion of the 
cxinimission’s powers. Wudehra says 
the commissiiHi .ind the trial cvHin have 
independent juiisJiciiuns and both 
could funciioi) simuluneviusly. He bus 
cited scveial SupmuK* Cuuri judge* 
riKitls rcg.irdingihis. 

Wudehra. the A ICC and three Con- 
gre,ss(l( MPs have been tni pleaded by 
chu HighcNiun a.s ^Ktnies iii ihe Mushiu^^ 
Ahmed case ‘Bui where were these 
peo|4e hdbre I iiu»«l Ihe High Oiurt '' 
asked W'adchra. 

The High f'ourt is sthetluled lo hear 
the ease on .^t) January. And on that day. 
Ihe faieol the commission and Mushtov 
Ahmed* spent ion would be decided • 

$Hsm*/N0W IMM 
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RAJOEEPSARDESAI 



N T. Riima R<u) is 
a scMTinambuUsi's 
nighimare. The 
Telugu De»am 
supremu begini^ 
hjs day well before 
Lhe 5un ha& nsen 
ever the Banjara 
Hiiis. Afier hi% 
knockout victory 
in the Andhra Pradesh Assembly elec* 
(iuns» it IS rouiiiK to find <lroopy>eyed 
bureaucrats^ poUticians and journos mill¬ 
ing ariHind Mr Rama RaoS residence at 
5 am. while the master of the house » as 
redolent as Hyderahadi biryani. Quite 
obv iously, (hr morning' s yoga, w hokso- 
me diet of bad<t<ims and wuiegic layers 
of foundation keep physical infirmities 
I I n abeyance. 

I The early* to*bed and early • io*ri se ruu* 

I lire rather unusual furpoliiiciiinv. Our 
nftifx are owl-like creatures, sipping on 
eWu conccniraies at nocturnal durbois. 
Bur then. NT Rama Rao has always 
been an unusual pohlkian. Holder of the 
record for starring in the largest number 
of mythological films, he has proved to 
he a miracle man offscreen tm. Every 
time the chattering classes have wriiien 
him oft', he has shown an uncann) knack 
of bouncing back. 

When he first entered politics people 
scoffed ui his aiiempisto woo the voterv 
with stage'managed performances that 
included da'ssing up as Lord Krishna 
and other divinities who featured in his 
nims And yet. within a yeurof his politi* 
cal debut, he was sitting in the chief mini¬ 
ster's After his fall in 1989. most 
pundits discounted his chances of mak¬ 
ing a comeback. And when he went 
^cad and mamed a woman almost half 
his age. the critic^ mocked at NTK's see¬ 
mingly despenitu utTcmpis u» discover 
the elixir ot youth 

tven now. government servants in 
Hyderabad make derisive remarks ahuut 
(he ‘‘kilchcn-cabincr which is running 
the slate's affairs. I'hey lament NTR's 
frequent memory lapses, describe bis Rs 
2-pcr-kg rice scheme as worthy of 
Muhammad'bm-Tughlaq and fear that 
the state will he pushed on the mad to 
rum As a senior huruuubmt told me. 
The circus is back in town and we will 
all have to perfomi trape/e acts to sur¬ 
vive," Adds a local journal I SI, "Even the 
press conferences arc a joke. The man 
says one thing one day. and something 
quite Jiffcrcni the next' 
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N TR as Go d 

The triumph of a personality cull 



But while NTR's eccentriciues make 
II difficult to lake him s^iously, it is 
impossible not lu. After all. NTR holds 
the unique distincikx) of being the only 
pohiktan to have bested three Congress 
Prime Ministers Indira. Rajiv and 
now. P.V. Narwimha Rao. Indeed, in 
his more depressing moments < and (here 
IS no shoflage of them now). PV might 
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(ake s^olace in (he fact lhai hts more nied 
predecessors alMt cam upon Amuiged' 
dona in Andhra, 

T he mosi popular explanaiion fur the 
NTR phenomenon is to dismiss it as 
a victory for populism. Bui such facile 
assumptions fail to recognise that in the 
Indian potiiiuil context, ptipuli&m is 
univerNai. Every political pun> in the 
country ntuiinely resorts to populist gim* 
mickry, be it through slogans of xanhi 
htHiio or loan mflu announccin^ts. In 
(he specific instance of Andhra, (he Con* 
grexs too had offered 10 kg of frre nee to 
families with <choolchildren. This 
would hase involved an equally large 
subsidy as NTK's rice scheme. The key 
really is that when confronted with cork 
petitive iKjpuUsm, the voter trusted NTK 
more I’hc Congress governtnenCs cor* 
rupiion wainlals cimjIJ ni>l have helped 
A lypisMl rcsptHise was that tif u nck« 
shijw tin VC r w1h> said, ’'NI'H smh 
makes pfomiscs. ('tmgress makes 
money.* 

IVnf Indcrkuni ol the Centre uf Eco< 
nomic and Snciol Siudioi m Hydcr;^iad 
reels tliat ilw figure of Ks 2 hod a certain 
nuigical quality uiiikhcd lo ii As he 
remarks, "Both pariK’s wcie giving rke, 
bul jKopIe assiKiaied Ks 2 with NTR’s 
prevtous govrntmciK. 'lliat number had 
remained on Kip of ihcir minds.'* 


NTR is a school dmp-out while PV is a 
multiple degree holder, one of (hem is 
camera*fhendly, the other is pout* 
conscious; one of them spins dreams, 
the other is a cynic: one losrs a stage. the 
other is the archetypal backmom opera* 
tor. NTR is an oversiTCd cinema legend 
whi Ic PV is a mere mortal. 

B> chottsing NTR. Ihc Andhra voter 
has once again proved the impoitana’of 
the personality cult in Indian politics li 
IS perhaps a remnant of our Iciidal iiadi* 
tjons that we vote for rulers with larger* 


exanqilc, N1*R*s marriugc lo L.«ikshini 
Parvati mighi have been disap^oved of 
hy the chattering classes hui the masses 
were cnihusiasiic about it. Aflcr all, did 
mrt (he Clods have several consorts? 

NTR has been asiute enough lu reco* 
gnise that ii is possible to manul'acturc a 
pru'poor image,espcci^illy for a eel luk Md 
id(d. in a region where cinema is such an 
integral pari of popular culiurc. Hence, 
the conslunl eHoh t(> act out his screen 
roles in leal Me as the honest, chariliiNc 
do'grxxicrevcnif the reality is rather dif* 
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How does an uncharismatic person like Narasimha Rao confront NTR? 
At 74, it is perhaps too late for PV to learn the skills of showmanship 


Indeed, if N*rK were allowed to pani* 
cip>\le m ihe Ad Club Awards, he would 
have probably walked away with the 
copywriier-of'the-ycar pn/e. Hts elec* 
tion speeches were blessed w iih the skil¬ 
ls of any successful communicator — 
simplicity and directness. Contrast this 
widi PV* s attempts K> Icclurc the elector¬ 
ate aNsji the new ecrntomic policies. 
For the audience in benighted Rayalsee- 
ma, mcniion of .Singapore*s foreign 
investment plans musi have seemed like 
a whole lot ormuinho-Jumbo. It Is not so 
much then the new' economic policies 
that were rejected as the Prime Mini¬ 
ster's failure to relate them to Ihc basic 
needs of his coasthuents. 

Maybe, this has something (o do with 
PV*s popular image when compared 
with NTR. Look all over Ihc DcecuAund 
it is unlikely that you will ever find a 
more contrasting pair of I'elugu huirk/r. 


than*life iinagCN who promise rna sound 
policies and inodcralc aims, but deliver' 
arkc I root all sulfcniig l.ike die rnonar- 
chs of ytve wIk^ rallied (he subjects 
to wants a common goal, the Indian 
votes for the mad (or wnman) of cha- 
nsnu and fhctufic mihcr than for an i nd i - 
vidua! ret^cwriiting wodhy details ol 
government policy, hsvn if these . 
leaders foal to delu ci or become uuthi in - 
tarian. they remain eternal symbols of ' 
hope I3S Indira lummi was. Kt exam* , 
pleK 

L ittle wttrHier then, tlut while NTK's 
‘ht/urre*' IvhavHHir may outiagctlic 
elite. Real India finds u rather ' 
appealing. This is hevausc. h> ikh play¬ 
ing by the csJAvcnhonal rules of politicul 
behaviour, NTR conveys the impression ; 
ofheing anexira*po]itical authority wJmi 
IS more than just a chief ininisuf hnr 


Icreni The onginal master of this, of 
course, was ihe late MGR, who was able 
to marry his ^mscfcen and offscreen ima¬ 
ges u» the point where they hecame 
indistinguishable His legacy has been 
successfully earned forward by JayaJati- 
iha. 

So. how docs an uncharisinutic, rule 
IxMik-bound dcii>tx;rai like Niirasimha 
Rao cimfroni such personal ity •oriented 
pi>liiics'’ At Ihc age of 74. it i> perhaps 
K »o) ate for PV to leant t he ski I Is of show • j 
manship. But 1 ant told that none other ' 
than Mditcsh DItati is direct mg hint m a ! 
•Cong I ess pony piximoiamjl film Bhati | 
enjoys a icpulaiion lu the I1lm industry 
fi»r getting wooden heroes to act. It he 
can gel PV u> do likewise, then perhaps 
he mighi have salvaged another sliding 
career. • 

(ThfNvar riavoniin wtt»•9t>"g 

mtvmmwV ifVMn* as#nAr a*/«'anNp* 






C lose 01 ) ihc heeK oi ihe Con¬ 
gress party's roul in (he 
south, il hus lamled iiseir in 
a mess in yet dm'xhcr stale. 
When ihc CciUre foiNicO a 
four*membcr Congressil) ministry m 
Manipur last fonnigiht. il was well aware 
(hai (he pievailm^ poliiieal uncenainiy 
in the state will ruH allow it to last And 
yei, (he Congress high command lorccd 
(he then Govcmuc. U. Gen. (Rcuj.t 
V.K. Nayar, lo swear m seteran leader 
Rishang Kehhinga» chief minisier. 

The cofl sequences of ihi s hecamc o i * 
dent wiihln ten days of (he ministry assu< 
ming olTice on December. <)n 22 
December, a day before ihc tnal of 
iirengih in the Assembly was lo take 
place. Keishing ujkI hiv ('abmei ci>lk* 
goes called on Naya; and requeskd him 
to postpone II by live days since ihc rub 
ing combine was noi sure about wm* 
ning. Nayar, the unbending ajTnyitbin 
lhai he is. refused lo comply. A despera* 
ie Keishing then got in touch with ihe 
Cuflgrevsd) high CiKnmand m New 
Delhi and asked it (o put pressurcon the 
Governor. 

A senior Congress!I) politician 
(Nayar declines to say who he wasj pro* 
mpily got buck to the gcrKrul and told 
him lotki what Keishing wanted Raiher 
than give in to wHut he thought was an 
unfair demand, Nayar scut in his papers, 
throwing the state into an unprecedented 
constitutional crisis. Lmcr speaking to 
SlNUAY at Calcutta during a brief sui- 
pover on his way buck lo New Delhi. 
Nayar said (hai he quit after a "lui of 
thought". He admitted that there was a 
lot of pressure shi him lo give Keishmg 
more time '*But I (old them, giving four 
more days or a week is not going Ui 
change the situation ' .Since there was a 
divergence of views between (he Centre 
and the Govemm. Nayar resigned. 

The "siluatioo" that the fnemer(iover 
nor referresj to was bnsughc about by a 
decision taken by the controversial 
Manipur Assembly Speaker. H. Pora- 
bau Singh, two day.s beft^rc Keishing 
met Nayar. Borabahu Singh, who 
belongs to the Oppositiivi Manipur 
Peoples Party (MPP), had served dis- 

qualificoiivn notices on 2!t MLA\back¬ 
ing the Keishing ministry ojk) theieby 
reduced the ruling combine to a cnino- 
ni>. Thc.se MLAs had in Ihc meantime 
moved the Cuwahati High Court seek* 
ing a stay on the Speaker’s order. 

Aware of ihc situation, Keishmg was 
clearly seeking more lime ir> sort out (he 
me.is (hai his govemmeni had landed in. 



THE MESS IN 
MANIPUR 


The Rishang Keishing government loses the 
trial of strength, hut remains in power 


Nayar. however, believed ihat a live- 
dav repnevu by the chief mini- 

sict would no( huve seen any change in 
the ground situaiion Borabobii Singh, 
who has a history of giving sonv erm- 
iroversui decisions — he. in (act. hccu* 
me the first Speaker o( a stole Assembly 
to appear before ihc Supreme Court two 
yeois 4igt> m a contempt ciLse wvs hell¬ 
bent on making life difficull fur the nil* 
ing party Hk disqualiflcatKm of the 2^ 
members wa* in cunfurmiiy widi hU 
carlicT stand -hai these memlm had no 
right Ki remain Ml.As since ihey had 
changed parties a number tif times and' 
had thus invited penal action under the 
Anii*Oeleciion Act. 


B ivabahu Singh's actions apart, Gen. 

Nayar had stated m his rejiori to the 
Cenlic in early December lhai the 'be^t 
itpdon in (he sUle would he to go m l or a 
fresh mandate under President's Rule'. 
Ignoring his recommcndalkin. (he Cen* 
trc. desperate lo make up lor the sou¬ 
thern debacle, decided to i mpose a minis* 
try even though il knew that (be term of 
the Assembly is only till end •February 
I'hc events which unfolded on 22*23 
December therefore need to be seen 
againai this background. Though Gen. 
Nayar had quit on 22 December eve* 
ning. the Speaker decided to go ahead 
with the special session of the Assembly 
ihe nexi day during which Keishing had 
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lo pri>vc his ni3ji>riiy. In whai is pcrt);4>s 
I he tirsi tr>.s(;inL\! in tfxJia's kgisUtvc 
hisUTy. ihc AN‘»cmhly mcl ujihiHit ihe 
nil mg p^iny ML An hvmg prcscni m ihc 
Ihxisc whim ilie niciiii>n lo prove ihe 
imijoniy of ihe govcminent was pui \o 
vole. 

Predictably, the rnolion was Utst and 
everyone i bought that the Kishang Kei- 
shmg nmiisuy had ceased lo exist. Bui 
nio.st had a*cokncd without the Tact that 
Ihe session in which (he v<Hc was taken 
was iegally and constiiutionally not 
valid s ince the slate did noi have a Cm v cr- 
nor ai ihal niomcru. in fact, Ihc Ciover- 
nor or ncighKiunng Nagaland. ()udh 
Narain Srivnsiava, look the oath of ofTi* 
ee just after the trial of strength look 
placv m the A.ssembly. The House wa> 
Ihea'forc ’prorogued" hy ihe new Gover¬ 
nor. AikJ hence Ihe Keishing nnnisiry 
still survivets. 

As Nayar was leaving Imphal after an 
eventful tenure. Snvastava c«mvcneJ 
another special session of the As^mbly 
on 9iunuary when another trial ofsircng* 
ih would lake place. Rut as the former 
Governor pointed out. there i& no reason 
to believe that 'time wilt alter anything*. 
If BorahabuSingh rtill insisuthai the 33 
niernbcrs sopponmg the ministry will 


ftalpvr SpMker H. Bor»Mu Slhfli: 
iMMlig htsgnnN 

not be allowed to vote, tfwn the inly 
option thai Srivasiavu has is lo divsiilve 
the Assembly and ask Keishiog to conn- 
ftue as the “caretaker* chief mmisier. 

Such a step would inevitably mviic a 
spaic of protests from the Of^isiiion. 
both M the C'enirc and m the stale. 
Already, the MPP and other Oppositisn 
panics in Mampui have ihreaiertcd to 
resign nt i f Keishnig i s al low cd to 

continue as iIk'CM. If that huppi-os. tlw 
(kivemor will have lUtIc option hui ui 
rccimuncnd President's Rule m M.ini* 
pur. It would thus he hack u» s<|uari* one 

inilw troubled stale. 

E ither way, Cien. N’ayar wxwld stand 
vindicuis’d since he had all along 
been preset thing such a rvmedy. He still 
moiniatns that the situaiNtn in Manipur 
requires deft huiHJIing m all levels. Anyo> 


ne deal mg with the slate will have K> cno • 
sidcr two major aspects 
One. the sensiitvify <kf the Kuki-Naga 
ethnic conflict aitd two. ihcescuUition in 
undergfiHind activity, especially ol ihc 
Naiumalist Sociulisi Qxinsil of Naga 
land (NSCN). Nay ar conceded iliai the 
ground situaiion in ihc inicrior of 
ihc suit was far ln>in nisrmal. "You 
must understand that foi combating ihe 
Mlualion m Manipur at least 30*23 more 
para*niiliiary companies and iwo to 
ilucc baiialions oldie army are required 
hut Ih is IS yci lo be ful 111 knl. * 

Om, Nayar, who had spccificaJly 
named Keishing and a lew other poUlici- 
alls to he in league with the underground 
elements in his report to the President 
before ccnlral rule was impiiscd in Mani* 
pur on 31 December IW. si^hkJ by ht» 
statement. * Rut why stngfeoul Kei^lng 
alone? llicre are several others loo who 
arc involved with the insurgents," he 
claimed. 





Despite his reservattofts, 
Governor Najar (left) bowed 
to the Centre's wishes and 
made (lishang Keishing the 
chief minister. But within 
todays, Gen. Nayar had 
signed and the Keishing 
ministry was facing 
uncertain times 


The forme/ Governor, who had at one 
lime commanded the crucial K Mouniain 
Di visum- which was tiv main force m 
combaling the insurgency in Nagaland 
and .Manipur belVwe it Wits moved om to 
Kashmir — .uid has authored a hook on 
insurgency, claimed that he had brought 
the situation m the state to a "reasimuMc 
level of acceptam e' ihrimgh a ecuroc 
and slick policy. In forcing the general 
to quit, iIk Centre has perhaps comptvan* 
ik’d the SI I uaii (Ki. 'ITic posi • Si % lies hi sti 
ry of the rwMih'casi is replete with such 
blunders on the pan of the Cenire. • 
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MEDIA MUSINGS 


V. GANQAOHAfI 


LANDMARK 

JUDGETvffiNT 

A British court's verdict is likely to have 
far-reaching implications on the rights of 

the media 



ihe Hniwh Higtk 
Own in ii\ 

1h;il tiwre 
was no legial hasis tcir 
supprchsin^ ihc n^h( 
of the prc^s U> name 
(he winner of a pnvute 
loncry'^ The winner, by (he way. scix)f» 
edA whs>pping IA million pewnds. From 
the moment the juckpoi result was 
announced. British tabloids were after 
the identity of the winner. 

1*he rule is that anyone who buys a lot* 
tery ticket can opt to remain anonymous, 
shou Id they w in. But those w ho nrgunisu 
the lottery are always keen that the win* 
ner'a photograph be splashed all over 
the media and he makes it on the small 
screen. 

The tabloid newshqunds 
loose. Some of them 
handsome rewords to 
readers who could provi' 
de a due or two about the 
identity of the winner. 

The court jud|emcni 
gave them a further boost. 

Once it become known 
(hat the winner was a 
Mu.slim ol Indian t>hgin, 
the tabloids went to lossn. 

Some of the coverage had 
8 racist tinge. Strangely 
enough, some of the 
publkaiions became 
moralistic and annouiK* 
cd they would respect the 
winner's desire to remain 
anonymous. But then, 
they wctii on ui print 
every single detail about 
hint and his family. 


were let 
offered 



readers were infunned atvwi hi« is'li* 
gion. country of origin, family dcijtls, 
jub. weekly earnings. hiHi'« and garden, 
cv and even the (|ualiiy of his wife* 
curry. 

In Ihcir quest h* scnsaiion. the Hn- 
(ish media appear to have clearly vadai* 
ed the m irms rel acing to the pn vacy of an 
indivklual. The 'lucky' winner of Ih mil* 
lion pounds is not going to find life easy 
He may have to live in fc^r of kidnap' 
pers. the Muslim clergy whH'h frowns 
on lottery winners (whit arc hrackiHcd 
with gamMersl and hunks of relaiivcs 
and fhends desiring a share of (he txxHy 

The rigN of privacy 4 ^ often vktlaicd 
in the media. Names of women who had 
been raped an mentioned in news 
reports, even if they happen (o he 
minors One had hoped that the judicia¬ 
ry would protect the privacy of an indiv 1 • 


dual, hui after whai happened in the Hri* 
tish lottery case, that hope is )r>si. 


Beauty and brains 


except his nume. The 
64*'“' ‘ ’ 



BualwiiltatM 


How docs ajinimiilisi get mu iced'm 
a press ctwfcrencc'* In ourminiry, the 
senhe stands 

up and instead of asking a 
quesuon, delivers a Icctu* 
cc hipping that the TV 
caincras art focussed on 
him. In a poJiticiil pre.ss 
conference, ihc ambition 
of every journalist is lo 
cmhamiss the politician 
and trap him into making 
damaging admissions 
Bui beuuiy queens are 
noi poUticinns. Yet. both 
Sushinila Sen and. more 
recently, Aishwarya Kai. 
at their press conferences 
were bombarded with 
questions on topics they 
knew little uhoui. Per¬ 
haps. (he Journalists want* 
ed ui impress the beauty 
queens with their 

aunoATi .TMNvyim 
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scatm in the stale and incd to frame foT' 
mer c hkf mini^r Veem^ Moily. was 
prcMnied as the future Indian ho^ and 
the brain behind the Janaia Dai s inum* 
phin KamaiaJia 

Cramneni in| on the chaits ai ihe Deve 
Gowda swcanng'in and the assault on 
Hegde. /V Aston Age observed ‘NoUt* 
ing could have preveiued Hegdc from 
becoming the chwf minister and. 


Ramakrfshna Heycle, the man who tapped the 
tetephones of friends and foes alike, ent*ineered 
massive land scams in the state and tried to frame 
Veerappa Moily. was presented as the future Indian 
hope by 77ie Asian Age 


indeed, if he had taken the oath on Mon¬ 
day. the Janata Dal could have looked 
forward to five yean of power and the 
people of the state to five years of decent 
adminisiratiun." 

Well. Hegde had nut even bothered lo 
contest the state AsMmMy polls. And 
the unfominaie people of Karnataka had 
more than five years ufHcgdc rule in (he 
past li is all right for ThrAiftm Agt in 
attack Deve Ckiwdj. hur how quickly 
leading political commcntaiurs forget 
(he misdeeds of certain politKians! 
Should (heir nicmones be so selective? 


wide knowledge. 

Aishwarya Rui was quesiinned on the 
mip.K i of cccHuimic refonns, ihe hei^i 
ol I he Namuila Dam, whether GATT 
would destroy InOm. Sonia Gandhi's 
mcl illation lowurds politics and.ofcour* 
se. how she wu) planning to spend the 
pri/c money, Vhe Kai presence was so 
overwhelming thji one of the scribes 
addressed hur as Sushmitnl 

Much ol the coverage was favoura¬ 
ble, but the Indian frixiipagcd a 

story about Aishwaiya who kept (he 
children ol a Bombay orphanage wait¬ 
ing for more than two ht>urs. She was to 
have shared ihcir special ^unch. but like 
all other VV'lPs, took her own time in 
reaching the place. The kids, of coune, 
had to wail hungry. Tht Times of India. 
naiurally, skipped this item which also 
found a place in The Asian Axe. 

The groat Indian hop» 

The Asian Age has a new hero. Or it 
has rcsurrccicd an old hero. Ramakhsh- 
na Hegdc of Karnataka The man who 
itippkd the telephones of friends and 
Iocs alike, engineered massive land 

UiNOAvi 


That was why it was surprising that the | 
editors of The Week Anniversary Speci¬ 
al appeared to be ignorant of one ol the 
most famtHis quote.s of the Bard: 

'The faull. dear Brutus, is not in our 
stars 

But in ourselves, ihut we arc ' 
underlings.’ | 

The speei u) issue had 162 page s i nclu * [ 
ding the ads. Out of these 12 pages were i 
devoted to astrologi¬ 
cal forecasts for 199?. 
Sushi I Chatun edi. the 
wed- kntwn astrologer, 
was roped in lo do a fore 
cast on the political lonu- 
ncs of leaders Iroin sari- 
Otis parties This was 
spread over six pages. 

Newspapers make smdc rclcrcncus 
whenever polmcians consult astioio- 
gers That was why I was a bit surpiiscd 
thai a wcll-kMwn puh|»caii<m from the 
enlightened south gusc so much spcicc 
of its special anmversurv issue to 
astrology. 


What the stars foretell 

Shakcspeoie. one feels, ought to be 
more popular in the enlightened state of 
Kcfala than in the rest of the country. 






ChiwdMi MHw: Ifa |t tmioked 


Changing tun#t 

Joumalisih. once they reach is cenum j 
stage in tbcir profession, want to he luV | 
en seriously ^ feci that poli tical cxis ei - I 
age IS the best way to reach their gokil. I 
tSc political editor or the chief political | 
c'OfTCspiwdeni are posts which are much | 
sought alter. The journalist mbs < 
shoulders with the high and mighty, 
walks ahmg die corridors of pviwer and 
produces cliche-ridden copies u hich he 
hopes would tirmly establish him 
among thinkers Naturally, he would 
look down or mumlaik? issues like 
sports, films and efiiedainment. I 

Thi& being the trend. I was plt»saiu)y | 
surprised to read Chandan Mura’s i 
tainment. The Himiustm Timesi. TxI's | 
gel musical', an account of the most 
popular film tunes of 1994 Gosh, hcit' 
w'as someone who had pontilicaicd on 
the poll ouicume in Andhra and Kamuta- 
ka. stooping so low to write on ihc physi¬ 
cal vigour of Tu cheez hadi hain masi 
masf os the deceptive quality of 
Aashufui mein had guzer Jiuinv to 
sneak up your vocal chords in ungutrrJ- 
cd moments But (he piesc was highly 
readable, as readable as Mura’s com 
menis on the Congress vs Telugu Desam 
bullies in Andhra Pradesh 

Media Mmtngs wj.shcs its rciidcis ,\ 
Happy New Year. • 





UPDATE 


Round one to Phoolan 


A Delhi High Court ruling stalls the screening o/Bandit Queen 


I t bcems ut be u lliungly (numphoni 
end lo I he csemful tM»cUe ntoaih:^ 
that Iasi year has been (or Phix)laA 
Devi. 

In an unprecedented ruling, a divtbtoo 
bench ol the Delhi High Cimry ruled ihji 
8<in/iif Queen, (he controversial Him on 
' Plmol jn De s r s 1 1 (c, could ni« he exhi hii* 
cd anywhere in erthei Iin censored or 
'unccoMired version, until lire Kirwl svr* 
diet is ddivered <m 1 4 Khruao'. 1^5 
Justice V, Jam also ruled ihai Rritain's 
Channel Four (tor whom the Hlni was 
made), the film's prcKJucei Hohb> Bedi 
and dirccior Shclshar Kupur could noi 
screen the film at any lilm rcstisal 
Funher. ihe c<»un restraimnl them from 
I proiiioling. advenising and prttducmg 
the rdm in uny formal till the Imal 
decision. 

Ii IS inmical ihai the results of the 
Oscar awards lor which Qiuvii is 

u strong C(4iicnder in tfk* tmcign him 
category, will he announced on (he vime 
dale as ihc vcrdici. The film had earlier 
been cleared by a spcctui |ury iix its 
I nomination (o die Oscars as it had >iot 
I been released m (he country «if its Iangu.i- 
I gc —India. 

Harlicr when ihc Central Biurd s»I 
Film Ceitifjcaiion (CBFX‘) had clear¬ 
ed fiumUi Queen Icn a 
commcreiul lelease in 
I India with ten cuts. Shell* 
har Kupui tiud decided 
agtunst releasing Ihe fihu 
here. 

Observed Justice Jam 
in his 37-page judge* 
meni. The producer. 
dirccU)! and Qisiribulorot 
(he Him are present in ihis 
court, (he suhiect maiicr I 

and shooting ol (he film u_ 

has taken place in India, The 
actors and aclrecses are Indian. heiKv 
ihe dclcudants ;ire bound bv dw orders 
passed hy* ihis court.' 

Be.si<ks this tlie i'haiuiei hour nci 
work, which has ccelusisc rights lo ihe 
nim, IS aivi hound hy tlx* orders pssed 
by Ihc Delhi High Court, as therv is a 
cxxle ol conduct fi>r TV opiTaiors in ihe 
United KingdiMii which prohihiK ihc 
scicenihg ot any niiiicnal adversely 


affes'img ihe pnvacy of the individual 
And acctsrding in the ruling, enough 
damage has already been done to Phoo¬ 
lan with the lilm hueing hecn sciecncd 
in a number of film festivals abroad 
Says Jam. "No anuuni of money can 
compensate for the indignilirs, uutuic, 
feelings of guilt and shame which base 



strange (hat inspite of repeated demands 
by the plamti fT. the y chose not u> show i i 
10 her despite the fuel that the film is bas¬ 
ed tm her life." 

PhiMlan Devi had also objected to the 
cHKitenift of Ihe film alleging that the 
dilector was passing off Hgments of his 
mugination as events that hud aciually 


Enough damage h»s 
already been done to 
Phoolan with 
the screening 
of the film in film 
festivals abroad. Said 
Justice Jaint*'No 
amount of money can 
compensate for the 
indignities or feelings of 
guilt and shame which 
have been ascribed to 
the piamtifT in the film" 



at 



Phoplaii Devi: Iwr 
ohiKhoas to the 
f I ha*s contents 
mdo her 00 to 
Mart 


been «iM;rilwd to the plaiiHi 11 .n the film. * 

Phoolan Doi had moved an inierim 
up^ilication m September when Bobby 
Bcdi hud telused lo show ha ifunJir 
Qum’H. Afti^r repealed tajucsUi. 8cdi 
had ag ecd ;u show Pho^dan ihe censor¬ 
ed veisiun htn by then she had losi inicr* 
esi and instead moved the Delhi High 
Court Ui resirain (he .screening of the 
lilm 

Aeevirding lo lustke Jain. *lt is 


happened in ho' life She had also denied 
vV'Ci having spoken k» Mub .Sen. on 
whose biogra|>liy (Ik* ChainicI Four film 
was based And at best, Ihe eontraci 
whKh she lud signed with Bobby Bed* 
I S BV Video Graphics Private LimiVed 
was l(K j ’‘doeumcnuiry film” on 
her N^ich di d not giv*c (he di rector the lie - 
citLC lodo w'hal he felt like wiih the suh- 
jeet material 

The Delhi Hi^ Court upheld (his 
point as well. According to tlw judge* 
iiient It eaniKH be said (on ihc basis of the 
dueuments on record) ihai Phoolan Devi 
liad 'consented and given licence to the 
ikfendams u> make the film in any man* 
iicr they Uked. including exhibiting 
sexual olHise which has been shown in 
graphic detail by ihedefendanis'. 

Phoolan mighi think she has won hull 
I the battle, but the siiBscs being as high as 
' they ore, this is certainly not the of 
fhc controversial issue. • 

rMW/Mew MM 
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In the face of the 
immineni reiuni of 
MTV. Channel V 
^ears itself lo he 
different 



Vs 

linMt) precranmc director 
Sonya Sippy: deioiopreK a 
character of its OOTi 




for variety 



ix immlh'* «gi>, when STAR 
anmKjnccd Us ha'uk*up 
wiih MTV. iccny-lx^jpcrs 
dll ovcrlndui g«ispi*d tfi uni- 
sim. helieving (hul Mtc cml 
i»1 ihc w^trld was near. Ku( STAR vion 
pullhciTi <Hii ofihcir misery hyaniMKinc 
ing ('hannci V -- il»c music chaimel Uh 
Asia. 

No rruUlcr that Ihc new channel was » 
clone of hfrv nghi frum Us /^ny gni* 
phics lo Uk siylc i»f Us Vis and Ihc ir^’ 
mart: editing style, ihc crsi while Ians of 
MTV were m ly K m > graicfu I lo he rcium* 


eO their daily ia«sc lU p*^. Nv Ihc lintc 
being. ai least, ii diih)*l mallet whether 
(he logi) read MTV. i>r just plai n V, 
bui cloning in ihc highly cieaiiw 
media world means a short htmeymoon 
and V. wise Ici ihi v had other plans.} ii ip 
|Mng ofT the MIV handw agon as s4Xin as 
(hey cstaMidicd themselves as » music 
ch^n< 1. V is now hcgrnning «»develop 
achmaclc. id Us own. 

01 co». rsc. Ilw basic sly h* i s 'll 11 MTV 
lodn away wilh that migh tv too radi* 
cal a move hui ihc credU ror Ihc new 
conccpiualisaliun ol the programmes 


certainly g<rs to V’s programmci s, Ihc 
ii(q)cnn<isl i|ucslion now is, will Ihcir 
game plan succeed’^ 

C luire Marshall, channel manager for 
V in Hung Kong, believes it will. 
"When we created Channel V within 
ilifce weeks of MTV leaving the net¬ 
work. nobody expected us to be anyth¬ 
ing other Ihw an accident. But we've 
pfi)vcd ourselves. We knew exactly 
whoi wt needed (0 he when we were 
with M1*V, But we c^mldn't he that 
because MTV docs not have ihtil veUv 

•WMMTi 











cily. MTV's phiU>s«>(Ay is inicmaikmal 
programming,, li has a very Westerni¬ 
sed,. d very American image. They pick 
up Western youth trends and establish 
those us lik TKHin in their programming 
But a lot of whiit they produced Had m* 
relation to the Asian content. It was a 
copycat culture for Asian yuulh. So we 
had to go Asian, vrehad to localise * 

(ioing Asian nalu* 
rally meant tapping 
what M;irshall refers 
to as the "home* - 

gn>wn music 

industry", which is 
essentially Western 
in origin hut has a ^ •u. 

keen fluvour of Asia. • They're jlH 

The whole idea i»f Indian market 

the channel being ffierket There 

Asia specific was anycomniitm 

"sOf rwth i ng we want pop scene 
cd to do when we 

CKJicd Oyt". says « Shows likt 

Marshall, -owl that 
wh a s,K-c«s. 
lh.l M v,«Mh.'nuiu- 
ral way logo Hul all that pop p! 

iht'n we ii^ pro- culeafterap 

hJems with ihecitor 
imms spread of 
STAK's beam and 
we realised that we 
were only going to 
be ii viable altcmii 
tivc once we split the 
K‘:ims." 


'India-^Kciric' Is the new huz/phrasc 
M V and explains the sudden mhux of 
priigrammcs like //or. Thr 

Grtat Indian ilftmorajj^vunjit SArm. 
Flashhafk. Fk Ka Ttm and Vthe 

Hosted by Indiaits and akOHxl Kmards 
u primarily IikJImi audiemx;. the shows 
have an enihustasiic following at pre¬ 
sent. A fact afTirmed by Dun Aiyco. V\ 


Some like it not 


Arguments for and against Channel V 


THE THRUST 


^ They're I u$lU|:^ino jtitoihe 
Indian market because it is a big 
market Theredoesn'tseemtobe 
any comniitmeni to the Indian 
pop scene 

* Shows like ManovargyanA: are 
gimmicky. Who cares whai a 
edeb rity s mus ic tastes a re ^ And 
all that pop psychology gels too 
cute after a point 


PARRY 


^ The pop industry m China, 
Taiwan and Hong Kong is more 
developed than that m India. 
Channel V will be 
instrumental in pushing 
Indian pop ahead, and Iridkan 
b^swTlnothndVas 
inbmidating to approa eh as MTV. 


manager, who said, "Wilh MIV. we 
were able lo gel only three of iHir ten 
potent ihI viewers Now we eati gel 
nK»rv.'‘ li(»w m;aiy more is ivri yc( elenr. 
hul Marshall cnigniuiieully says. "We 
didn't svM pntgrammes like this whi*n 
we wen* with MTV,, hul if money talks, 
ihcn we aie 4 raging success " 

No douN pan ol the sweess is due lo 

the liKl thal ihc 

shows arc new and 
oil heal. Kuby Kh:i 
. I. Ii4\ boldness. 

’• ' Meghnn Reddy s 

pcfiness .ind Anish 
Vrivedrs whackh 
ness have kept Indi 
^ in China, an viewers curious 

mg is more up U> rmw hut there 

in India. ^ already some 

whi> hi*lirve Ihul if 
the shows continue 

kI Indian 

he seen as stupul 
insieiMi of ciiie and 

)achasMTV. 



f 


Indni IS Asia’s 
see Of id lurgesi mar¬ 
ket behind China a 

Indian adsemsing * 

on STAR In iw3 tfosa rolled IRt 

accounted ftiran cMi- 

mated US $ 12-H • Somehafd 

milliiKi and the tor* fahS Say that tl 

get idi July 19V5 is wouldhavebe 

reputed to be US $ MTV. They fee 

20 million. So the (ndia*spec 

STAR’S decisioit to andressntihe 

s^tl Its beam into a 
northern and sou* 

(hem OIK 

made a lot of sense. 

Ad revenufraside, India is a more repu 
(able and Mable market than China. V is 
only too aware of the Chinese govern 
ment' 8 propensity to clamp down on pnx- 
grammes wi(hiMK wanting as it did with 
(he BBC hruadcusis on STAR. (STAR 
was reportedly losmg US $30 rrtillioa a 
year alWr this). So it was no wonder Ihai 
V focussed theh programming even 
more tin India. 


V 

/ V 


* It's a hamburger and masala 
dosa rolled into one. 

^ Some hardcore Western pop 
fans say that they'd hoped V. 
would have been a look-atike of 
MTV. They feel disenchanted by 
the lndia*specifTC programmi^ 
and resent the onslaught of Hindi. 


^ V watchers are considered as 
people with a sense of fun and 
humour Vis promoted as 
'something that you relate lo 
rather than aspire to*->ihe major 
ditterence between it and MTV 

^ It's not about Weslemisation 
or lndianfiabon...it's music wiih 
an aflthide thal's to reflect the 
attitude ol the audience. 
Obviously, in tfus case, (hat has to 
be Indian. 

* V doesn't plan to neglect 
Western music aftogether. They 
are engineering a coNaboration 
with four German companies 
which have banded together 
under the name of Viva to create 
their own music base. 
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■offonand , 

fully rhJtlcn the 

, , , wave a I icr Uic break 

i relal^ „p mtv. v 

)—the major ^vais m he ui ihe 

it and MTV issn wds agu in. 

Oti the INK hand, 
eslemisation they have an auJien 

S music Wilh cc ol milhons hut nn 

i to reflect the orher, the*y m 

not quite sure wlv> 

jse.ihathasto >hcaii<ii<iKri> ■•v,.-. 

wefs arc in Ihr age 
gmup ol 11-30. 
We're hruKlcning 

D neglect ^y^f don’t 

gethe r. They jll^l want ii > catch i he 

)NabOr3tion teenagers.' Thai is 

ompanies («» v^gue a state* 

together from 4 channel 

fiva to create 

^ leader in miivc 

videos in Asia. 

This hayy pKiiire 

aUdlCHCC 

funhers the imprcssjor that V's pro* 
grammerv arc not so much in ii>uch with 
ihcir audience ^ they w<Hjld like to he 
and the <ipinions ol the channel rclles t 
this. Avid watchers can't spaity what 
(bey Ukc about ihe shows However, its 
cndcs have very spn ific arguiiKnis 
iSffbiti}. 

B ut there w more dimensions u> V's 
*lndia*xpccirK’* thrusl than just a 


I..TJVWV1M 






cthiice of music. V's proihicdon of iH 
lodian shows is yl| in studios in 
Domhdy. funher proof of ihc clunneK’ 
I'ommiicDCfll i.s seen in ik'»r pfans iir sci 
up its own prodiK,iion (h^usc xrt the dty 
And V has poiu: j step t u r1 her by i nsi i- 
in^ crcai^vc ukn\ from ihc 
InslUutc of iX'vi^n iNIJJ) and ihc Film 
and Television Jnsliiulc ol India thTll) 
produce mjicoal (iir iheehamwl 
V IS in Ihc pnKcss of eJtryiiigoul rnar< 
kci Tvsc«irch lo ascenmn I heir imdieiKcN 
lasies and also to pci some Icv'dhuek 
aiNnii CKishng programmes {ihc suidy 
wUI he eompitficd viiiKiinie in 
mid They aa* also iJcvcHipm^r a 


means to c&press their own nteniiiy". 

Plainly put. this means ihai Indian 
youth arc on a perpetual buying sjvce 
and arc incrciisiAply hrand-cunscious • - 
u heaven sent eombinatHMt lor udveni* 
sers The lopk* is simple: young pv^'ipk 
waieh V, ihcrvromaJvciiiscTN would do 
well lo adverii'w on the channel. 

Marshall agrees thal rrujor Indian 
adsenisers have shown un interest in 
heoig asvviated with V. So lar. Video- 
con jihI HPi. ore the two sialwons of V 
HH, iv the biggest Indian adseniH:reon* 
inbuiing IIS S I 7 milium loSTAR. of 
whK’h 7 miUHm are for 0\r. iThough 
ilicre .irv iuiihkiis ihai HI*I is pliuiiiing 


het ween MTV and STAR was due to the 
faei that neIiher was making money, ami 
U'sohvious that STAR expects V to he a 
money-spinner.. especially ctinsidcrtng 
ihai hfl'V is set to a* lauiH'h its 24-hour 
channel early next year. 

Marshall herself is nol very eunc'cm- 
cd wKh the Ijsi. "C'onipciitioii is heal¬ 
thy." she says. "We’ve g<ii tui jjfohlem 
with thal AmJinanyeuse, we're nol try* 
ing to Iw M* rV and ws*' re not t ry i ng to iv 
'/ax We’re ihc music vhsinncl for Asia. 
Whk'lievcr ditxvlion ihai lakes us, is 
when: we'a* going. We’re mu pigeon* 
holing ourselves * 

ITk' most surprising ol V’s coinpeh' 




- j 



pctiple imtcr an indusi/y term for 
measuring <)udicnce read kins and tastes. 

From the oilvertising point of view. :i 
youih onenied chimners decision lo gi» 
imliH specific IS a shrewd one and very 
much m keeping with ghdial iremJs. 
More than ever before, advertisers arc 
wi an ng I he > oulti. Tlieir pi >ic nl lal as enn - 
sumers is recognised h> iIk ex tern ttiat 
MTV even cimdueicd a iiKirkct survey 
inio the "changing lace of young Indian 
adults". Tlie survey reports licit "young 
Induin consumers are assertive, well* 
informed and have the rm>iivaiion and 


to withdraw its spnnviriiipid ihri. 


T hea‘ IS no doubt that STAR has taken 
a chance in bunching V OfUl the chan¬ 


nel will have to live up to hope lhai 
the parent company has invested m iL 
The cost of ninniflg STAR is reputed to 
be US S ly) millnin The loial od reve¬ 
nue fi r 19*71 was i;s S ^J2 millHin (of 
w hich S ?.>millHin was through founder 
advertising) Snuivcs My ihoi (beexpect¬ 
ed ad reveniM; is not likdy locrovs $ 100 
mdlHm. 

Add lo this the fact that Ihc break-up 


V’s channel manager, 
CIsure Marshall, says, 
"Wedidn’lsell 
prograinmes like this 
when we were with 
MTV, but if money 
talks, then we are a 
raging success'* 
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Flashback focuses on 
Hindi film songs and is 
hosted by film 
personality Javed 
Jaffrey—part of V’s 
attempt to be India-specific 

"TTh; pn>Mcm is w« can'r seem Id du il 
fast eiXKigh We really wani lo move out 
lo Madras and Calculi a and all oihcr 
<ireas - buiirsjusi a question old me. 
Our repunalisaiion would also mean 
u&ing VJs wIk) speak in regional 
langudgcs.* 

/knd when ihcy do decide lo take ihu 
ptun|K and wean ihemsclvcs olT Hindi 
films, then perhaps wc will be ahW lo 
jiiach grcaicr c^^^c^cc loihcir promises 
s»f being "fulunsiK'". "unviHivcniiiinar 
and'a wltok nev/conevpr • 


lors is Doordarshan. Sup^rhii Mutfohlu And /ec\ formula, Uw. wasnol enti' BolIywiMid specific. Thcr^^s been an 
has ihc highest ratings of all pmgrum- rely tfiginai. Their kka was definitely all-oui aiiempt in concMlmic^n Indian 
ines. But, says Rak^ Sharma, senior une whose time come Consid^ hands playing WesternV'P or in rcgiu* 
producer with V in Bombay. The rat* these indicaiions: rinancially, ihc film nahsctheprognimiiK's. Tiiia inidilmri of 
ings war is a secondary issue with us. industry was in ihc doldrums, there was film in India has given V in^hcod sIh/i 
W e're noi inieresicJ in ctmipeiinp with an absence ol good cinema, ihc vklco lhai it needed, 
eiihcr Supt-rhU Muqahh or Hiilips Tttp hooni was on and audiences as a whole But (he channel is siill young and 
Ten. Neither iJk* Zee nor (he Doordir* prcfei red lo slay oituKoe The Mluation pnxJuccT> promise much nioa* in Oic 
shun uudtcr.ee t11 III with our viewers p«^ was uilor-madc and /cc was smart coming morn hs S<Htn, STAK will have 
fik. We >c IcH ik I ng ai people who would cm ugh lo sci/c ihc < tppon unity eight more transponders ji 1 1 s d isp isal 

bo interesicd in VS iin/sic with V\ Secondly. V's Mk*u iiT King India This means Ihui ihe> wril. ultiinaicly. i 
HI I il ude." specifH.', so far. bus hecu u> conccniraic have ll>c i ipimn ol ^2 c han ne I s. M arv ha 11 

V's coiKcnlralion on things Indian IS on ihc Hindi film scene, shols Iniin is hopcfullhat ihis will be Ihc chance for 
aciually a very logical slep and noi os Hindi movKs. in;crvitsv\ of Hindi nim V to ludher regionulisc ihcir progianv 
much of a new cons’cpi as V would have storsi film persoiuliiics os pn^ramme mes.' Wc want lomos’e .iway ln>mpla>' ; 
us believe. hosts lndia*spixir»c has been more like mg only Hindi film music." she says, j 

f irsily, V had I he example of /cc lo 
follow A Tier years ol IXiord<u .futii’s 
d ul I l ui e. A:c s< m m i capi u red a h lyal an Ji- 
ence wiih iis itaily <»ffenngs iif ch4rtiy 
game >how hosts fiv i>wn hramJ of 
Hiriglish and (he p;inacfie wnh whieh iis 
anchors condia l Ihcir sh«»ws ^ 

had never Kviisecnon 
Indian TV he I ore 
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A new kind of salesman is persuading you 

to hu\ his wares 


ptHiu IS only imc *4 Ihe a'asons Tdr ihc 
sucvcss nl ihcsi* Ndksriicn "KoflHf. 
Milcsmcn Ihc oIIky were 

;iNMmKnl lo hv «inly insur4fHc 
;irKl no imk wjnh*d lo be M Ik red h> 
I hell I." expUsiAN %aapy HaLshi. imma* 
gi;r.lmpul** M4riciin^ “Si»ii*s refresh* 
in^ for peofdc to see ihin(ts on suir iliui 

are light ;iiiUaiirAiise * Impulse M.irkc 

I in)!. 'shKh us set up ik'urly is^o ycurs 
ugo, rHtw sells iivci icn proOiK K (somk 
of ihcin, like it>y piawA. urc iiiipon«l 


T he suit is well ironed. The lie is 
lo place, and S4) iv ihc smile 
The only ihin|; winch is .slight* 
ly iHii of syne with e<^ir>iic 
loniuliiy is iIk teddy hc;ii 
clutched in his arms 

Rut uppuniKms such us these ua; ikh 

all ihul unusual jnyiiii»re 

(io to the hustling Omnuu^hi RIac 
ureu in Delhi andchoAces are I hat .1 well* 

Jrcs.sed. Knt!lish*speukmg ytiuih in his 
mid*20s will come up and wish yiHi u 
pMKJ day, and ihcn prom* 
ptiy whipiHJl uieddy hear 
* * or ;i eusserole. or cook 
hooks ^ iry and per 
suude yiHj to these 

You may refuv the 
ofter but the politedemea* 
iH>ur an 

imprcs.sion. 

At tn»ssiii^s. 

outside Cl nemuhad.s or m 
corpoTule offices them* 
sclvcs> the enterprising ^HHD 
enircpftneur is fas* beco- SAAiav CH 0 tJtWA«Y(. 
ming a common sight m MtUngahMltMiic 
Delhi. Not only is he ciwiic i iig ptopit to h 
courteous, he also has k »-«' ■ ■' ■■■ — ■ 


*The SAHfAY <MMMt|(nan«p»'. biwuiM '^IRs 

r sattrfKtwa you get ii win i Winloi p—iiieto mlh inponMlethatTtllgl 


variety of goods 10 inicresl you in. Toys 
knife scis, scissvs and other kitchenwa¬ 
re. cducatiuniJ books, ecKyetopacdias 
shawls, sans and even financi^ goods 
like credit curds and loans art now being 
peddled on the streets. 

And iKii only arc these innovulive 
s^esmen targeting the usual markeiirg 
outlets, they are alu> on the hiokiiul for 
the noi 'SChUsual centres which they can 
then tap. Such as the red*lighi ureas of 
Delhi sG.B Road. 

The lug ic the y go by is si mplc; everyo- 
nc's a cuMomer And whin could be 
more convcnicni for ihc cusiomer than 
to have the goods del i vc red where he in'* 

Bui ihc convenience of the purchase 


from CTiinal and has over KO pcopk: on 
the staff. 

M ost of thee young people aa' 
graduates, hut MMne of them arc 
even MBAs and civil servants. The 
best thing about this job is llic salisfac* 
lion that you gel in convincing pec^le 
who are rushing from ooe shop u> smo¬ 
ther. 10 buy your stufT." says Sanjav 
Choudhary. a 23 yrar-okl (|ual ified engi* 
neer who loi4 up door*uvdoor sales a 
year-ibid*a half ago. 

Adds Khushwanl Singh .Sudhi, a 
24*ycar*old MBA fmm IIM. Bangakirt. 
who left his cushy joh with Bailihoi 
Industries to join Impulse, This is a 


vc^y result-(inenicd job 1 1 all depends 
on yiHir uoativiiy and powers to 
convince people. There is also no limit 
to what you can earn/' 

Apart from a fixed .salary, there is j 
commission varying from ten to 30 per 
eeni on the sales; and some agencies do 
not gi VC a fi xcd sal ury at uJ I. The commi s- 
sioAs are inc^nii vc enough. Sui\j ay Chou* 
dhary siaried out with an earning of Rs 
3.i)00 (only on commissions), "and then 
as the salesk picked up. so did the cur* 
nings." he adds. 

All iheiK enthusiastic youngxicrx are 
earning five-figure pay cheques and 
afWr spending a year*arKl*a‘haLlf on Ihc 
field, some of them arc moving 10 mana* 
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Xhe 

enterprising 
salesman is 
fast becoming 
a common 
sight in Delhi. 
Ever 

courteous, he 
peddles goods 
ranging from 
toys and 
kitchenware to 
credit cards 
and loans 



XHOi HASJkA ''Ih» Of SAfTf A BHAMWA^ ''Cooiyfesd)' It MW 

# — lo o por w n hw iw ii fotod wldittM tucrooM h loofcliif for huibiwiit apyodih 

npluiiton diwct coin" xwoboAy iqiloiitin Ok retovaul doUfetoOKw*’ 

gcriul levels with higher solurics anJ up twe company and pnmKKe hs pin well dressed anil cun ciinvcrsc m 

gn*aicr perks. duels f<ir a speeifK pcritid and ihen iinglish. in ordci to lurgci Ihe upper* 

*'Yes, (he pnifilc of ihe salcspccson move on lo anmher eompuny." says middle cliiss. Tlv^’ is usuiilly u dress 

has improved^''says 23 *ycar*o]d Manoj Kasija. In ihe Iasi ihrec years, he has vdd code (light shirts unJ loniiul irousers 

Hasija, propneior. Winner Markchng. Volfann ketchups. Top Nuis with lies i 

'^rhis is because <if two reasons. Whal caiihcwnuis nude hy (he Muolchand san.sor .s^j 

with the increase in brand names, pm* group and The llefhshop range of And so 

ducts lend to get lost on the shelves. So. cosmctic&. sell yoi» s 

dnor-rn>dnor Kalett helps in treating an. promise ti 

awareness about specific products. ^^(hers I j ke Mafkin als^i deal with pro* y< hit oITk 

"The uthcr reason h a direct offshoot w^duciA of a specific con^iany. but the you kfum 

of the firvi. With the increa.se in empha difference lies in Ihe produeis them* acccni sui 

ait on direct soles, the i|uality of people selves — tiwy only deal with financial than the / 

also improves.” services like cv Iws. credit cards and unc of ihe 

Mujinj Hasija has 30 people working invrsfmeni schemes. MaiVin came up And t^ 
for hi m who sell spec i fie products like iwo years ago. thonly after Cii ihank had you over * 

jams and ketchups. *Tbe idea is to take siart^ ped^ing their credit cardv and Prfy 9 $M 


loans through direct selling (Now iHhef' 
banks like Hong Kong und l>hangfil^ 
and Standard Ouiriercd arc doing the.', 
same). 

Points out Sapna Bhardwaj. proprie* 
tor Malkin. 'TIkuc wus on obvious mar* 
kd for such sclKincs livery body is now 
kwking for invcNinKoi opponunities 
und what could he bctier ihan huvmg a 
persttn come lo you und explain all the 
lelevarii del ails'' We've given out loans 
for cars, hovws and sold any number (if 
credit card sshe adds. 

As Hilling financial services is slight* 

1 y more di fllcull than teddy hears. Bhard* 
wj] offers an extensive in-houH‘ train* 
ing programme to its new recruits, who 
are all graduates 

With the trend catching on really fast, 
ii isn't surprising ihai prolessors at the ' 
ihrvc*year*old National Institute of 
Sales iNfSiclaiinihat training in direct 
sales has bccufiK' the imist sougbi ulicr 
coutss* at the insinuts' In the last three 
years. NlS has trained over stu¬ 
dents .V Its cenirts in Delhi, Bangalore, 
Hoinhay and (lianshgarfi 

The increase in direct 
sales has a lot to do with 
the acceptuhtlny irf the 
direct salcMiinn "Pcsiple 
are noi so suspicious <>l 
dnor*to-diKii saJesinc n 

anymore, burlier, these 
g^Kids we^‘ thought to be 
siibsiandanJ, as they were 
cheaper ihaii those sold 
on the market dwlvcs," 
says Rhunlwuj "Now, 
the SAlcsnien carry visit¬ 
ing caols and belong lo 
csuhlishcd organisa- 
ladyliMw iHnis." 

ippftriilCi Besides wliK'h, must 
»to thaw*’ tvf these compomes make 

I ■■■■■ ■ sure that the salesmen are 
well drc'sscd anil cun converse m 




(hers like Mafkin also deal with pro* 


Volfarm ketchups. Top Nuts with tics and closed shoes for men. and 

cashcwmiis nude by the Muolchand san.s or for women), 

group and The llefhshop range of And so what if they sonK'iimcs try ui 
cusmctid. sell yoi»M.*ts of howls us 'bowels' and 

promi!ic to HK-er you at Ihe 'hac ksldc' of 

O thers I ikeMafkin also deal with pro* your olTicc wuh some more giHnls - 
liuetA of a specific coir^iany. but the you kiHTVr whai they mean And if the 
difference lies in Ihe producis them* accent sumciimcs ^ems imia' im^Kuicd 
sdvc% *-* they only deal with financial than the Amcncan howcl' sets, .11 least 
services like cv Iws. credit cards and unc of them carries a guai'aniee 
investment schemes. MaiVin came up And (4) yc«, wime of them cun howl 
two years ago. shortly after Cit ihank had yiw over - con ipletcl y. • 
stwvuS ped^ing (heir credit cards and 
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IKHAASBAA 



•^ 5 ^ Bobby 


ow ihc 
PCHijH HKuti- 
Dcol 
affjtr In o^ficJ- 
«i{|y liver 
Dh;irjnwmlra 
hu>> finally fuufKl (he to 
sl jjz olT bi s y I nifl^cr noo* v i* x - 
^iiirrronJ in piint. Until 
now. Hk cm lie IXhi^ ruiiiily 
prcicnilciJ lli.it u girt calUxI 
Pivijj didn't exisi Bui then, 
llicy h.ive h;ul a liK ot practi¬ 
ce at tliul. fcrruiiihcr whai a 
g( H X.I job f hey il i J or igm in iig 
Neefitiii all those ycarsV 



Now that the danger ol the 
Hhati buhe officiully hcconi' 
ing a fX'ol ts over. Gunmi 
Dhuram is going around 
growling that if I’lHija had 
anything to say ahoui his 
1 amity, she shoiiUI do so to 


peaking <if 
Prx^a Hhaii. 
phe seems U) 
have Jreided 
to get tM 1 with 
her life, for¬ 
getting the two year micrtu- 
de With Bobby like a hod 
dream. Unfiviunaicly. even 
III this aitciupt. there's no 
way that Duiddy's iLirling 
girl can get away fruin her 
ptisl. 

At the of /him 

Fum Aiir With. » III in with 
winch cx-acirevs Padniini 
Kolila|)oii nukes her ilehut 
as producer, ISNiguxiim' faix* 
rolAC with the ill her hen Moe 
ol the iiHwu*. Ravcviu Tan- 
don iX'dic.iied loMowers of 
film gossip will a’liiciiiber 
that Kaveena's ex- 


his face. Arnl then, face llic 

conscs|iH.nn es 

We* a* sore Bhalt is tower¬ 
ing under her duvei even as 
you read this. Bui Dharoni 
should stand warned dkii ihc 
lady has a scry devoted 
lather. ArnJ what's more, a 
father w ho has made a < areer 
of retelling a'al-lirc Morics 
iHt cetJuloid. And God 
knows he has enough to gn 
on if he decides in do aft Arrh 
on the OeoK. 



c always 
th<iught that 
Aiuip JuMa 
ssas tK* /w</- 
Omfi of 
Mfujans. But 
11 now turns out that he is the 
king of all bigamists instead. 

It Shekliur Kapoor's girl* 
Incnd. .Suchitra Krishna- 
iiuirthy s .iccouni is anyth* 
mg lo g<»hy. AiHip has mam* 
crl an already iiiarcied 
wriUl.io Medha K:i;MHif. ilie 
esirangerl wife of Shekhar 
shlxi has soiucwhu; incxpii- 
«alilv faded to gel a disoa'c 
Kdorc lying Ihe knot ag.iiii 
Bui Aruip needn't wiirry. 
Shekhill was so relieved lo 
K* I id of his wife in the first 



place, that he's not going to 
nuke an isauc of a second 
iimrrijgc dial rcaMy isn't a 
inorrugc 




hoytrH'nd. Kaiiul Satlaruih. 
had laiKled in liei mills fresh 
Uofii tlic perlumcd etiihraee 
ol ISiojii. 

But no. we have to disjp* 


pmni yiHiiHiihisoiie Sparks 
did nol By. ifuHigli one has to 
ad mi I iluit the vihss hs*iwceii 
the two ladies were, lo say 
the least, icy. 


tut IS It hei- 
ween Mani- 
sha Koirala 
and Nagaryu* 
na'^ Gossips 
insist that the 
iwi> id them luve been hav¬ 
ing a mllieking affair l:u 
away fftnii iIk prying eyes ol 
Nag's wife. Amula. And thai 
they have been sighted doing 
all manner ^if ruughty things 
141 both .Swii/erland and 
Hong Kong. 

Whale vet the truth of that 


mailer, it is clear Itui Aoi.ihi 
doesn’l hailvmr .my suspic* 
i«His at all Us lar as her bus 
hand's ridehly g4ics. .She has 
been sighted aeniiiipanying 
him lo various fund urns m 
liydeiahud. and ilie tw<» of 
them U>i»k ijuiic the devoted 
couple 

And whi* knows, perhaps 
they are. And the Maiiisha's 
of the world arejusl pass¬ 
ing faneic.s, which A mala 
allows hci hushanii lo indul¬ 
ge in. • 
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TV REVIEW 


$HU0HRA GUPTA 


Home-g^xiwn enteitainiiieiit 


There is nothing like our very own desi soaps 


□ If y(HJ were l<Miking 
for lUJJiwthing new in 
ihe new ycur. Oim'i go 
anywhere near No 
Onr bui Ytm which h 
mahing bul u Mexican 
xoap duhhed in 
bnglivh and Hindi 

Over a decade ago. we hod u> lake Ics* 
^ons from (he onginal anick in Mexico 
and Jo u Num Lig. Manohur 5hyam 
Joshi has been working 
preiiy much non slop 
since then. And iixUy we 
arc in u re lulls ely ci>m* 
tollable Miuaiion where 
we luve the opdon hci* 
ween soap A and R on 
boiJi c hunnel s of Dix>rdu r- 
shiin, and even the priMi- 
cgcol soupr.Duiul Kon 
clkannels Hi.. Jam and 
Zee 

When I )iK)rdurshjn 
tlnided lo take Ihe said* 
litc channels nnous^y, it 
beefed up iis l1lni-bascd 
componeniv; n also 
began d major revamp of iis soaps IiX 
taken the naiional ehaiinel (and Meiio) 
two siilid years o1 commissioning new* 
ukni lobe able u> oiler a real allcmaiive 
to Ihe sale Mile soaps* Ihc B R. (ttopras 
and the Ramanand Sugiirs are still 
going strongs but ranged ulocigsidc. on 
equally prime sKhs. are the IVepti 
Nasals and the Mahesh Rhaiis. 

Quasi•CV/i/ro/i«ir clones are all very 
well for momeniary umusemeni (will 
Ow compere drown out the pariia- 
panis again, just as preuy hai slonc-dcuf 
i>urga Jasraj docs all ihe lime on Zee's 
but loyal viewership iscrt'a* 
led largely ihr^iugh soups, DoordarsKan 
has finally realised this, and is trying 
very hard to even the score. 

hor those who ;ire inextricably involv¬ 
ed in the gomgS'On in Campus, Toro kit 
K unilahcint C/jx s^mps alJU it hasn’t 
made u blind diflerencc. NiH yet. Rut 
iho«A^ who are bereft of Ihe jt>ys of the 
satel hte chan nel s, in lent it malJy < ir other* 
wise, are beginning lo lUKice a slight 


change in quality. 

Witness Mini, played by Kitu (iidwa* 
ni. and bod man K.K in ihc hugciv sue * 
ctvsiul Dnordarshan snap. Jttmfm .She 
has deserted lier husband und babe, to tv 
with her lost:r. and the laci that she 
hasn'i displayed any os’erwlielniing 
signs of guilt (except perhaps, to w^'s| 
her chi Id fmm her hushaod) <mly adds u > 
her aura of delicious w Kkcdiicss 

Those who can remember that far 






Todayjndian viewers 
are in a relatively 
comfortable position 
where they have (he 
option of choosing from 
soaps like 
Junoofi» Campus 
and Taia, three of the 
numerous serials 
available on the different 
channels 

hack will Tccalt how of the Hum 
L>i{ girls was shown to have sunk 
beyond redemption after she had dis¬ 
played a dc^re to beconn' un actress. 
Sounds pretty lume. now. in the face i>l 
al I ihosc girls w ho arc sh >wn calml y run- 
ning through onr nun alter another to 
ruach the top. 

Clearly, we have gone far ahead of ihc 


days of fhiu h'n. We certuiidy do noi | 
need an old. lailercd (it has un «intiquc | 
feel lo it) Mexican s(>up. even il il hu>* 
vumpiiKHis a^ure siainaves, sleepy \ 
eyed blondes, and maks hiirstmg with ^ 
machismo, and inousiuclK's. We have 
enough gorgeous men. uod women, of 
our own, ’fhank ytxi 

Meanwhile, those m New iJclhi who 
live within ^ kilonK'ires ol Pu;lianK'nt 
House have K'cn pru ilegcd in receiving 
liHig periods of live proceedings ol the 
winter session We ihouglii this uixild 
bean impn»veriH'ni on the oiiehounnon 
ning hu I lei ins where ull is dullness and 







pWv>s 




decorum. 

Alas, ti’sonly moieiif die sanie, The* 
re's rnnhing edilying uboui ihe 
exchange\ between the ehaii aivl ihe 
M Ps: Ihc onl y thi ng aht >u i the U mger tele * 
cast IS that you gel ihai miK'h long to 
admire 1 l>c sanooiil elegance ol some ol 
iHir heller Jix'sscd nu’mbi'rs of 
ParliaiiKni • 
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FIRST OF 
HIS KIND 


9 

} 





An liulian Inihy i.s horn with fhe help of the 

latest infertility treatment * 


4 . 




hi juhil.icioii iM KininiiVt 

SlM|;h KjlplH’s MMCV l*k VKl- 

lIc M .h IS ;i NS s\*K si Ik c Ki s w 11 c. 
Hivu, (k*livti»\l Ilk'll tirst 
diilJ h\ a v;h*s:ium(i sciihwi. 
hui I III' cu'ircnu'iii h<tsiri ss<iiii nff 
Thcs urc to lumc Ik* ^ 2 Ih ko 
Lun 

As ljr .IS tk* (MIUlls .IK* lOIKVIlk'll, 

I.UN IS ik h:ih> ik'y h.iM* siaiicJ icii 
years Uh. 

Dut liUlc I MS' has a uiiki Km chiK 
than hisfiiimh Ifisikklors |H«siKJi) ihhi 
sidcr him ns much ihcir Kih) iis his 
pHTcnis. 

The hinh of the luby has iiiarkcsi n 
TirsK m Indiuii medicine hccmisc he is 
the firM Indijn hahy to he bom hy the 
inrertiliiy treat nvni calk'd 
iniracyluplasimc spcriii injeclUm tICSI) 
more simply knnswn ns micromiinipiil.i* 
lion (S<'chf)\i 

Naturally, Rajput's exultation ^oes 
beyond ihai of an i>rdin.a>' ness paient 
For a long i i me. i he M*ycai old cn* 
mlnal lawyer and his .^0*yrjr-old wife 
could not Stan a (amily and hi< rs'lief at 
the birth is almust tangible "We have 
been mamed for icn year< and sscrv un:o 
bic to have a child," he says. "Wc ncs'Cf 
iri ed any i nl en 1 1 11 > treatment because m * 
dtkior pve us any solid hope. Tkn wc 
met Dr Firu/a Parikh who boiAivd our 
conFdencc. She w as the one who recom¬ 
mended ICSI lous.” 

TIk ICSJ treatment is relatively new 
in the field of infcrtdny researeh, I he 
ijjNt ‘ ucccssful ICSI birth being as kk ■ 
ent us in bcigium I'hc icvhnkiuc 

already claims a surprisingly high rate 
of success in imprcgnaiion. the Belgian 
studies claiming as h>gh a success rate as 
60 per cent, whereas the Indian studies, 
which deal with a larger segment of tk’ 
populaiion, claim u success rale of }ft 
per ecni. World figurs's lor the nuiiiher 
<»f existing K'SJ ktbics an* not 


yet known hut PanMi 
SUNS dial of (Ik* Ttk) K'Sl 
IKegiUHK Ks 111 Ki lgium. 
3tNIIUVCllcllN0K*tt 

P m I o| rk* re.ivHi lor 

Iks sUCiCSs IS tk' 
i UK** M * HMie sekvii vvru'ss 
ol tk' iiieikxl rnlike ik* 
lesi iiik* hub)* nKiluid. 
whieli iiuidves pulling 
iin egg in a pciriHlish ol 
semi'n sample and ik'n 
waiting for ik' sperm to pcnelmte the 
egg. tk U 'SI nirikid narrow s the chan¬ 
ce facior b) chiKising one kalthy egg 
and luie speim and iniecting the speim 




inio I he egg Tins Mini tliffeance ki* 
Nveen Ihe iwo icchniiiiies is whai gives 
hope lo iiK'n wiih :i sperm eiiunt as low 
as .1 niilhiMi 


EYE OF THE NEEDLE 

How ICSI brings new hope to infertile couples 


I CSI. nr intracytopla&mic f^rm 
injection, K ihc new star in the 
infenihly trcaiment firmanienl It is 
also cal M micmmaitipulolinA. 

First, the pruccdute invulvet treat¬ 
ing the woman with Gunadoiropin 
injectiocLs to produce mukipfe 
oneylcx. Then, under mild tmaestbe* 
sia, the nocvtet^aiv tetrieved by a fine 
needle, placed in an incubator and 
alkiwvd lo maiure for a few hourv 
Meanwhile, the man's semen sample 
Is preserved by icchnuiues that ensu¬ 
re the maxinuim life of the «penn. 

NcKl is ibe filial fertilisation. The 
oocyte and sperm »e magoified 
huodredv of umex. alter which, ftsing 
niicrotAoJn, the outer membrane of 
(he oncyie is punciurcd af>d the 
spe^iii IS injecird diiveily into the 
egg 1 has. a procedure that is perfor¬ 


med (Naturally inside a sNoman is 
simulated in a petri-dish. 

Once fertilisation occurs and a 
r(Hir<ell embryo is formed (usually 
within 4d-72 h^rs) the fertilised egg 
is ukeD out of the incubator, where a 
womklike atmosphere at a Icmpera* 
lure of ^7 degrees celsius has nurtur¬ 
ed iu growth, and put into the mother 
where it mmoins till her delivery. 

The technique is quite simple in 

ICSI iw pwgw; limple but dalteato 
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An exultant 
Kiranjeet and 
Geeta Singh 
Rajput (seen 
here with Drs 
Parikh and 
Kamal 

Alimchandani) 
have named their 
5.2-lb baby boy 
Luv 


vitfbiliiy uf infcntliiy iremmcms. 
feel iKdl the high price docs not justi 
the results and d>e agony of indecision 
that ala'ady frustrate parents have lo 
undergo. 

At Rs 50,000 per cycle, K'SI is not 
exiKily meant for the masses hut the sue* 
Ci'ss rale of iIk pr^icedurc is hound |<i 
make it more popular than the exisung 
infcmiity trcuimcnis. ihe most cxpcn- 
siw oi'vs'hrch cihi Rs 40,(XX) (‘urrently. 
ihc rrcairrx'ni is availnhle in only a fesv 
countrics In India, K'SI is being praclts* 
cil in Bombay and in Jaipur. 

Parikh's mfendny dc|unmcni a( the 
Jaslok Hospilul has long been in ihc fore* 
Iron] ot inicricliiy research and has Irene 
cd paiients from 25 counlries, Parikh, 
who named Rk three years at the Yale 
Umvcfsity MospiiJil and Icanic this tcch« 
iiH(Ui*. ackiMiw'kxIgcs I hat in the seven 
years of working on the K 'SI lechniduc, 
she IS heavily indebted to Ikx colleagues 
and to ihe Tata Insiilutc of Pundamvnlul 
Research in Honihay 


' \l SI has letUliiuxI male mleiiilns', 
N a> NI )i f * 111 1 /. 1 1 ’.ii I k h. he:u I«il i he ik'p. ii i 
nil III oi infeililiis iiian.iyeiiiciii .iiid 
.misled icpiisluwlioik ai tlH* I.Mok llos- 


tltcory hut uxlivmcly complex and 
dcfieaie to execute The •'lalf ai the 
iuslok Hospital tmuted for thiee 
years, inasicniig a steady use oi 
microU Mil s. 1 )r h I ru/a PanUi. head * d* 
(he department ol Infcniliiv manage- 
ment and assisted repruduciion, 
explains. “The human oocyte is 100 
microns In diameter . .. much smaller 
Ihanihetip ofa pin. The inner dimen¬ 
sion of the pipette used to hol'd (he 
oocyte is 2^-30 mienms. This make.s 
it 20 limes thinner than (he human 
hair! 

•'The sperm, which is 12 times 
umaller than the ixicyic. is injccicd 
by tin even smaller pi^Kite called an 
injection micropipeite. 

The crucial stage for ICSl is the 
actual m()mer)l of injection. This is 
where ch&nccs of failure arc most 
possible. The technique doesn't just 
require a steady hund but a spec!Ik 
jabbing movement that mcdkal jour* 
nols see os vital to a clean puncturing 
of (he egg •' 


SutfHh Kamot Flruza Parikh and Gaeta Kodwaney: the oycctsaful team 


pil.d. 'Previously, anyone uiih a ciHinl 
4»l 5 million was considetcd inlemlc. 
even convcMional in^vitto k.lilisaiion 
eoiikl not help him.' The icxhniquv also 
ini’rcuv's chajK'cs of pregnanev in u (im 
cn with low <HK'yieouip(ii or aged woni 
cn w'hi'se eggs iJcscU>p a 1 «>ughci tHilei 
cox enng 

To dale, ul the Jjsh4. Hospital. I*ankh 
and her colleagues. <kvia KcKiwuni'y 
and Sudesh Kamal. havt used K'SI on 
61 p.iiienis “or these. 57 did mM con¬ 
ceive*'. WON Psankh. •'but the other four 
were succcsslul pn’gnanch*-*. it noth¬ 
ing inlcrrupis (heir prcgnahiies. there 
Will he three mote K'SI hahies m India 

next vear 
• 

I he announcement ol Pankh's sih - 
cess comes ai j (ink* when gvnaecoUig- 
islx were cxprxrssing doubts jKhk iIk 


Quite ohvKiusIy. this r^ccrii suwess 
ol Ihe Jaslok \cAm wdl not only hrini; 
them moa' would-he parents hut also 
give an impetus «> imIici ongoing 
resesiTLh 

l*unkh's success als<i gives a hcKisl lo 
mieriility specialists who frequently 
hav c to iK'ldtpicsiions about llic relevan¬ 
ce of infcTtiinv work m a country thni 
has populaiion piiiKIcms Parikh. 
however, is firm on this last urgumcni 
'On die one hand' she says, ' we have a 
ciMintry. and on ihe other, we have ihe 
indiviUuai 7ou can't tell a vouple that 
lusi hceauw’ ihcir iicighhoLii has five 
children, they should he conteniwuh 
not having jnv ITs not an et|U;tiion at 
all We havem l<«4 at nidividual needs 
lo(» ' • 

lyf# •avoMm/BMiiftay 
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A gory end 


A controversial Forward Bloc MIA is murdered slutwhtfi up the 
criminalisation of politics 


The nHHTiing 

MwspapeK miNMrO il 

TIh: pyfy irK'jUcni 
t4K>k phice 
hiTitrc (niijiii{!hf tm 
December, «iih1 

CjKuUans largely 
reiiiairK'd in (he lUri 
abiHii il nil (lie nem 
uAeniiN>n, when news of a 24-h<HJi 
HangUi ha/tifh caned by the Opp^isidnii 
Con^rcssdl weiu roun<i the city. Aixl 
when ciiimiv heard the reason for the 
protest, they were shiikcn lo the chia;. 

Rum/an All, 50, un Ml,A (»l (he 
forward HUk (HHI. <i partnei of the 
ruling L,cn Tront, wjs murdered ai (he 
legislulors* hostel located jn die heart of 
the City ilte previous night. All hurled 
from Goulpoklur in North Dmajpur 
disirici The murder UHik place in ihr 
presence of (he MLA’s wife, Tidal 
SuUanu. und a huincf Cnirkhu l.tfagiie 
Ml,A, Rcnulcemi Siihba. who was 
reportedly (II niul stayed on with ihc Alis 
alter visiting (liciii duniig Ihc ibiv. 

I According to Suliatiii. the kilim 


came at aNnil 11 pni tVy knosked 
al the dtHif ol Ah's iratm The door was 
not bolicxi fr^ifn rnside as Ah (bought It is 
assoiiJlc Malm, wbolud iik'I hini mi die 
iiftenHxm. might ctmK'Kick at mght As. 
s<'on as Sul tan j opened the ika>r, she 
was ovcfpowcAxl by ibe gi*ms ,Aficr 
lying arKi gagging her ami Suhha. they 
•diowered blows (Ni Ah and slraiigu kited 
hi m w 11 h pieces of Sul laim * s gunikcnls 

hUKik ahi>uto(ie*jnJ*,i*lulf Imiuis for 
Su liana and Subha t(» uiihc dicmsclves 
and phoTK' the polKV, who amuxl 
jmahcT 45 n •nuics later. Ihev t'miml 
Ahdc'ud 

’Hk* police, however. wTre milially ut 
a loss ovci Ihc imudcr WIk* could (he 
assailants he? Sultanii accused the 
( PUMk recalling that the killers hud 
abused Ah saying. "You (huoght you'd 
sh<Hi] yourself out at (he 111 January 
meeting'^ Wc won't let you do that " The 
rclvrcfv'e w’is to a rally scheduleil lo he 
licM a. Ish.nipui in AIT.s hiaiic district, 
whac he was supposed to .spixik ixi Ihc 
'(’fliMi s atiiKitics on hK workers" 
The Ml.A hiiJ rcpoflcdly discussed 


pldMN Jof the rally wjih some disliic! KB 
workers in his loom .i lew hours l>rlore 
his murder. 

The KB. loo. desen bed I he numleras 
'politically imitiiaicd’' Ihough AH 
Ivlongetl lo thi* ruling Ia'Ii Kront, The 
<’ongress(ll losi no (ime m calling a 
Ixim/h lo proU'Ni against llic 
gosenuiKxirs failure (o proieci ihc hie 
of a k'gislutor. Chief minister Jyoli 
Hasu, while dismissing (he claim that 
ihete was any political motive behind 
the murder, ini(ncd>ulcly ordcrs*d a 
high-level probe lo he headed by the 
slate chief secrciary, N Krishnaiminhy 

'The murder was a fallout of a famtly 
feud and the iHitcoirie of a personal 
aflaii/ said Sullen Da.sgup(a, Left Kront 
ehuirman, Ibe day after (he insidciK. 
While this may be the usual rcrtclion of 
iIh' ruling party leader, senior police 
officers invcsi'giiimg the case arc also 
Mwlincd (o think along these lines. 
Sulianu's uiviHini fiiiled to convince 
ihcmas tlicy tuuiMl Iiki many holes in it. 

hi fact, All. in spile of being a popular 

UmoAy I 1 JMuwy »IM 
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leader in his constiiuency. a 
conlroversial hackgfound. In the first 
place, his relationship «iih his 
.KVyear'OId wife, Talai liana, was 
said in Havp become embinered for 
vanous reasons And then ibcrc were 
uUegalions that h.' had links with ihe 
uhdcrw<x1d. His const ilueiKy. 

OoulpoWhar, borders Bangladesh on one 
side and Bihar on the iHher. He had a 
house at Khiigrj in Kivhangani. Bihar, 
where he used to stay most of the lime 
The place Is quite rnfamous Tor 
ndunous uciivliics such as smuggling 
of gold. rih,‘-urms, clc, 

Kanijan AM was ihe chairman of 
Raig%ini CVnirjl Conjicrjiive Bank for 
two years from IWI. lU was 
relieved of the chair in for alleged 
mi sa ppn ^pri at ion * if funds. 

Ah also had a chequered political 
cau'cr 1i sUineU iii the ('PliM), fnsni 
whKii lie was CIS pel led hx liis alleged 
mvolNcmcni m a comniunal not. He 
won (lie (HMl|x>khar seal in HH? as sn 
luderK'itdeiti candidale The os*»t year, 
he |oin<Hl the horsvard Rk>c and had wim 
;ill Assornhiy elections since ilKit 

Kail I fan never in;Kio up with the 
CPIlMt and w.is said to he closer loibe 
( on g I I’ssi h He i c pot icil I y played a rok 
hv'hiriJ the victory of Ha/i Sayad, the 
C (ingress; U caiKlidale in (he nearby 
KaiandighT cunstiiucncy. in the IV^I 
Assembly election. Kamjan also had a 
close n^laiionslnp wuh Cihulam 
Ya/d.un. the hxiiier Oingrcsstlj MP 
from Raigani 

There were ai leasi iw’o earlier 
aitcinpis on Alfs lil«. fYn 14 May this 
year, lie was attacked allegedly by 
<T*iiM) men whde rciurnmghomc aher 
cani|>mgning for his party candidates fur 
Manipur municipal clotions. A case 
was kHlgcd at Islumpur police station 
against 14 CPKM) activists. Aectxdmg 
lo rarman Ah. a member of North 
Dinajpur district commUlcc of (he 
forward Bloc, he hud faced another 
(TliM) uliack in March IQKg. HK 
vehicle was damaged Kamjan fired in 
''scli'ilelencc*' fnim his revolver, killing 
a rPMMi supponer and injuring 
anoiHer Thead'ore, barman Ali was of 
the view ihui Ramjan's killers were 
none other than CPIt M} men. 

Whatever the motive behind the 
murder, the gnicsoine killing murder at 
the MLA\ hostel tn Calcutta clearly 
showed up Ihe serious lapses in the 
city'' six:uritv system • 

MtartfM 0w«^MMrn« 


A genetic verdict 

The battle between a Muslim and a Hindu 
couple over a child's custody is settled amicablv 


— —■ — - s Can a newly-bom 
baby be dragged lo a 
court of law? And a 
9^ KighCminaiihai'> 

In an unprccvdeni* 

vQv ed case, the divisHm 

bench of the Gujarat 

GUJARAT High Coun ordered a 

genetic test to decide 
the parentage of Vikas, a nine-day-old 
baby boy. This was after a Hindu and a 
Muslim couple had staked their claims 
over the infant 

It was only after the renowned Jaslok, 
Hospital in Bombay gave its opinion 
ihu the High Court rvsiured (he child to 
tkh natural mother. Kalpana Bhaskci 
Putel. 

The Human Lymphociics Antigen 
(Hlj\) test report revealed that the 
blood groups of Shaukol All and 
Na.seem Bano — the Muslim couple 
who il so claimed to he the parents of the 
child'— were A positive and B posiiue 
As the blood group of the child in ques- 
iKei was found to he O negAt'vc. medical 
c a pens said with certainly that (he child 
did not belong lo (hem Acetirding to 
doctors, il is not pos.sible fix the chik) to 
hcUxig to a negative hlixxj group when 
both parents piwsess a positive bknxl 
group. 

Before the soak'd cover containing 
the icM ivpun was opened fvftxe the 
Court, the judges icxA advocates o1 both 
the couples into confidence, wht' said 
that they would accept the rcptxt's 
findings. 

By ordering the Juvenile Board lo 
hand over the child to his mother, the 
High Court has igmxed (he order of the 
Assistant Sessions judge. Barsxia. who 
hiid earlier given cusiixly righLs <if the 
child h) the Muslim couple. 

This unusual court haitlc over cuMck 
dy righis ensued when the Paiels — Kal* 
pana and Bhasker —^ were almost 
through with the fonnaliiics as.sociaicd 
with giving dwiT child in adopMon lo 
Bhasker's brother Tu^tar Patel and his 
wife Renuka. a chikSlcsf> csiupk settled 
in (he US. 

So the child was first hriMJgtti to a 
kK'al orphanage at Nailiad in Kheda dis* 
irki. It w as VO arranged (hot Tushar hnet 


would Msii the (»rt4uiii;tgc und pick up 
the child from there. Tiishar submiticd 
on upplicaiioh to that effee; lu the Juveni¬ 
le Welfare Board on 17 September So. 
ihe polav UK A custody ol the child from 
the orphanage and took him to the Juve¬ 
nile Boanl w hich in turn sent the child to 
a Hindu Anaih.ishrani at Nadtad On 24 
NovembiT, ihe KourJ issued orders to 
place ilk* sevcnd:iy-oid Vikus m 
Tushar* scare 



W 
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BACK WHERE HE BaONGS: infant 

The Muslim couple leanit ahoui ihe 
odopluxiol Vikas m Nudiad frviina rehi- 
tisc and clatux'd the child lo be theirs. 
They filed an application under section 
2S of the (iihirdian and Ward Act before 
ihi* ill si net cixirl. B.ioxla, which iirderud 
(hut I he child he given lo the Muslim 
couple, without btXhcnng lo check the 
evidence i>f phsXogiaphs and video- 
cassettes produced by the PaieK 

(' ni)l the Oiij iirai H i gb O hi ri c amc up 
with Its final verdn. 1 . the child was look¬ 
ed after by I he civil hospu.d in Nadiad. 

Mahendra Aiiaml. iIk High Crniri 
^VIvale who iippcHa'd for the Patels, 
feels. "Hunmnitarvun feelings seem (o 
have luicd over i«Honmnal fcchngH m 
this cose s inee Nx h i he couples wca' coo* 
pcraling with the court" 

And while Vikas has reiumed safe in 
(he .imo of Ins paienis, the cops arc yet 
to iroi'c iIk’ missing child ol the Muslim 

CiHiph' • 
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Along caste lines 

The Samata Party is irying to forge an anti-Laloo 
alliance in Bihar 



UP AGMNST AN ALUMCE: Laloo Prawd Yadav 


Cracks an: a|)pcanng 
m Laliiu 
Ysdav\ Mandal for- 
iressc«ilkclRihar The 
Male Assembly elec- 
imns. scheduled in 
Pehruury* ^ Ukcly lo 
BUIAR witness a fierce fight 
bciwecn the pro- 
LaJoo and anii'Uth’n forces with both 
camps trying u> polarise the clcctoniic 
along caste tines. 

During his rivc*year rule. Yadav ha$ 
cleverly engineered splits in the Bharatv 
yaiamita Parly (BJP). Jharkhand Mukh 
Morcha (JMM) and Indian People ^ 
Prcffl i (IPF) and sericiu si y jrticd the Om* 
gress(l). Bui during this time, his own 
party, the Junnia Dal 00). loo. cracked 
up at the national level 

Most of the JD MPs, who broke away 
and formed the Samaia Party, belong to 
Bihar. And led by Nitish Kumar—once 
called Chanakya of Bihar politics and 
the man hehir^ Laloo's coronation in 
I9W—they are all set lo storm Yadav's 
citadel. 

Kumar has rruKHcd the idea of an dec* 
toral alliance among all like-minded par¬ 
lies barring BJP and ibe Congfcss. .Such 
a front c< )U Id consist of the J MM( Soren). 
CPUML), Samajwadi Party. Samajwadi 
Janata Puny and Bihar People's Parly 
(BPP). 

i:ven though (he troni is yc( to lake 
shape, Kumur and Nunuhtc leader 
Vi nod Mishra have had several rounds 
of talks, and the indications aic that the 
two might reach an understanding. The 
CPI (ML i, which has sirortg bases m 
some .south and central Bihar disiKcK. is 
going lo contest Ihc polls fi>r the first 
lime under its own bantk'f after being 
recognised by the Flection Commission 

JMM leader Suraj Mambl. however. 

did a .somcisauli lo join 1 rnnip 

amidsi talks of the JMM joining the 
Samata alliance. This was maik possi¬ 
ble by tfu* passing of iho Jharkhand Area 
Auionomous Council Rill But other 
JMM leaders favoui uniiy with anii- 
Lai ou forces. 

Thames of the .Samalu Puiry's allian¬ 
ce with the BPP of young Kujpur 


chieltain Anand Mohan Singh have 
Nighiened following Ihc latter's arrest 
in connection with ihc lynching of ihe 
Ciopalgun] disirici magiMroie. .Some 
Samata leaders, who were also 
arrested, strongly advocaie an alliance, 
though (he party leadership Ivis some 
reservation. 

The BPP candidate and Anand 
Mohan's u ife. Lovely Anand, had tmun • 
ced the JO nominee in the Vaishali by- 
election a few nymths ago iki tf»c hasisof 
an aniMojIuo al-iance. The BPP h(^s 
U» repeal the feat in certai n areas dtmiina - 
led by uf^)er<astc voters. 

The Kurniis and Koens. two castes 
cHKe Juyal to Lakx». have gone over lo 
iIk Samata Party and its natiuaial-levcl 
Muslim IcadCTs such v AMul Ghafoor, 
Syed Sliohahuddin and Yunus Salim 
inigM swing a major chunk of Muslim 
vtKes lo i‘s &idc. The upper castes, who 
arv allcigK .0 l.aioo are expected lo 
silk with the new party. 

Ranjan Yudav, JD MP and Laloo* s 
adviser, however, rejeiis this theory. He 


argues that only a few constituencies are 
dominated by the Kurmis and Koerir. 
while every constituency has a sizeable 
number of Yadav votes. So the JD 
would romp home with a majority, he 
claims. 


However, there i^ another hurdle. The 
JD had fought the 1 Assembly dec* 
lions in alliance with the BJP. TPl. 
CP1(M> and JMM. and .secured 119 
veals. This iimv. ii will have odjusiinems 
only with (he CPI and CPKM y But there 
has been no agreemeni ycl on the num¬ 
ber <»r seats 10 be allollcd to them. The 
JD wanic to contest 270 seats, leaving 
only 54 fonts allies. 

The Samata Party, loo. is facing a 
similar problem. While ihc CPl(ML) 
wants KXl scats, the Samata Puny gene- 
ral secretory, Saiish Kumar, has Mud his 
party will contest 275 TbeJMM(S) desi¬ 
res to fighi in 90 seats including all the 
K1 seats in (be Jharkhand bel I. But, uccor- 
ding Ur Satish Kumar. ^ Samata Pony 
may fight in 40 south Bihar seats. 

If this tangle is not resolved, the possi¬ 
bility of "friendly ttiaiehcs" among pan* 
tiers cannot he rrjlcd out. But there is Mill 
time for ihe likely allies to c<mie to u set* 
tletneni bct'au<e, for ihcni. it will be a 
lasi-diichfjghitodcfeaiLaloo. • 
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Systems failure 

A students'agitation forces the Osmania University to 
abadon the semester method 


cmc year. "We only aimed lo improve 
(he of education." he says. 

Bui ihe students argued that the 
semesief system would take away much 
of their lime and did not provide scope 
foT|sarticipuUonincumpeiUivceaamiii * 


—-———I It was raw muscle 
e ft power again that has 
allowed the students 
sHm in Andhra universities 

fa ^ B 

IsUIKmB purely academic mat* 
ANDHRA ter. Osmania Universi- 
PK ADRSH ly (OU) has been fore* 
cd to withdraw the 
semester sy^icm introduced in August 
IW following fi>ur months of student 
agiiutiori which culminated in an attack 
un vicC'chanccllor Malla Reddy's resid* 
encclast week. 

The semester system was introduced 
ns per the (Iniversiiy Grants Commis* 

((IOC) norm. 1'he gnvemmeni look* 
cd nw’iiy from the problem as I he crisis 
snowballed into a major is,suc when stu- 
denis Icil by the Akhil Dbaiatiya 
Vjdyarihi hirishasi (ABVp) and other 
i^gumsaiions Nbunned cl uses since 
CX'Kihcr pnursling ihc semester 
symem. Under Ihe system, students 
wcix* cs|)ccied to apjicar for unit exams 
ui least twice a year, qualify for a final 
exam I notion and also show an aitcndan* 
cc iif at least 6(1 (icrant during each 
scitwsiei Osmania University had scrap* 
peJ Ihc system in IVH^ after it failed to 
cnsuic umromiiiy in the syllabus and 
question papers .making the insiiuitjona 
laughing stuck, liven today, the stan¬ 
dard (if cducaium at Osmania is so k'w 
that nu>st of its MBA (Master of Busi* 
ness AdiumiNiraticHi) or Master of Com* 
putci AF^licaiion (MCA) graduates do 
not get jobs in reputed concerns. Job 
adverti.sentents make it a point to men¬ 
tion I hut MBAs or MCAs from Osmania 
need not apply. 

The .student agitation took a nasty 
turn last week when the new .system was 
introduced in only seicciive colleges 
and post graduate centres direcily linked 
to OU. but not in other aided colleges ot 
the stale. The decision affected over 
6000 students. 'Why should wc suffer 
for a system that has already proved 
inadequate T asks a student activist. 
The registrar of OU. S4>undarTa|an, 
however, claimed that (he mcusurc was 
to be iinroduccd m aP ihe colleges afTilia* 
led to llie university hy the f>ext acade* 







HAVMGTMDR WAY: f/ie uudents of (hmania Unhxnitxfaving a lathi-chorge 


EXAMINATION BLUES 


Th« OsMMla Uflhrtrsity 
Mthorltlfi Ir Aidhra have 
beta fortad to vKhdraw the 
SMMster syiteff 
latrotfaeed receatly 
tdHowlao violeat protests 

The new system was 
latroducedhytheUGC 
toBewfep complaints that the 
edecatloni staatfante at the 
aalfeistty were very poor 

The Mtherttles fear that 
f ellowlae the withdrawal of 
the aew system, the 
mriver st ty will lose out ea 
UGCfraats 


aiKHts. Following the happenings at the 
OU. authontrex of Venkateswara 
University at Tirupati immediately 
reverted to the old annual system. The 
OU vice-chancellor was. him ever, firm 
on his decision '1 am ready lo give up 
the piisi of vicc<haiK*clli>r. and I do no( 
cane if the academic year ends up in zero 
results. Rut I w'lH no( change my deci¬ 
sion.' the Oil s'icc-chacKellor is quoted 
as having .said when the agitation heated 
up in (X;U)bcr. 

Nimr. after! Ik withdrawal of the new 
system. OU authorities contend that the 
univcisiiy would lose suhsianiial grants 
fnim the llGC in the next academic 
year ”W«* ituy lose opio Hs six crore 
which would have helped us continue 
various voc aiional courses for students. 
And these courses were the main objee* 
live of the ^mcsici system," says vice* 
chancellor Malla Rcdily. • 

6.«. n»dhalui9fN%m/HyefM 






The vanishing act 


I A candidate's disappearance on the eve of the polls 
\ raises several questions 


'All ihese aJIegalions are rtow being 
denied by Diago. ((*s clear that he has 
received s«ne money,* D’Cru? lold 
Sunday. 

Oiago who has a background uf 
porting the Mahaiavhiniwadi Gomant^ 


irsi 


Chief clccuon com- 
mivNiiKwr (CFX'K 
T,N. Seshan'i much* 
looted effort 10 con¬ 
duct a free and fair 
poll may after all have 
I •been an cacrcisc in 

I GOA fuiiluy. at least in the 
I ihtn Qoa <;hicf mini* 

I sier Wilfa'd D'vou/u's .SaJigna consti- 
I iixncy. Tiic <iaie*wide election** in G«ki 
were held on 16 November, hut barely 
two days hefon.* the polls, an Indepen¬ 
dent candidate DugoFeniaR dev, mem¬ 
ber of a well-known band in Goa. sod¬ 
den ly disappesued. leaving his sup¬ 
porters leeling let down as local newspa¬ 
pers carried an advertisement anniHjnc- 
ing his withdrawal from the election 
race 

Aticmpis by his supporters to ince 
Diago proved fuide, as W\% close friends, 
neighbours, relatives and even his agent 
< and broihcr-m-law) Savio D'sou/a 
was unable to comprehend his mysteri¬ 
ous dKappciuaiiceaUmg with his wife. 

Unable to loculc ihc candxlaic, it was 
left lo Dean D’sou/a, hi« staunch sup¬ 
porter. 10 lake the iniinitivv to register a 
citsc of kidnapping o.* IS November, 
since a few day s carl ier Diago hod rccci s * 
ed threats lo withdraw from the elec- 
lions (n fact, the lu.st two shows Diago 
perfonned w ith his hand at Tito's bar at 
CaUngulc were disrupted. 

Inn cnniplaini filed to i he chief vlcvto- 
ral officer, the deputy col lector and the 
police, D’Ou^ quoted Savjo D'soura, 
Diiigo's election ageni. as saying that 
ihe candidate was threatened, apart from 
being warned of possible pcnnancni 
destruction of his pn^fession xs a musici¬ 
an. A police ofTkcer from Calanguie was 
actively involved in urging Diago lo 
withdraw. The slakes are high KJse, 
your band will never play again." (he 
police ofPeer repiKtediy toJd Diago on 
the nighl of II November, after his 
group had perlomicdai Ihc bar. 

What\ more, Diago's witc employed 
at Daman la Shipping, was ihR'aicned 
with dismissal Inim the company in an 
efJort to pressurise Iter husband to with¬ 
draw from (he electoral race. Ai that 
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lime, since Ihe company was. 
reportedly, Ihrcuiened with denial of a 
licence In operate a catamaran service 
between Bombay and Goa. the ihreoi 
worked, and Diago apporemly buckJed, 


MYSTERV 


Indeptiidttt cMdldafg 
Otago FersMtes uMttly 
dtsappearod Just two days 
before ttMpoltlii 

Hl$ sepportm say the 
caatfMatewostoltfto 
wfthdiaw fron the contest 
andblswtfewasatso 
ttmtsfled 

Tbert are severs I 
dlsertpOMles li the story 
given ont by the poilco and 
Oksgo bliMalf about hH 
dlsapfiooraneo 


Jorm^r chiefministfr WHfredO'uwzu 

Party (MGP), with his mother once cim- 
testing xs ihe pony candidate, had a 
potential of capturing over a thousand 
votes 

What has raised several eyebrows 
onumg his supporters is the (act dial 
there ojc many questions wiih few or no 
answers. Pm iiularK'C. why would Dia¬ 
go suddenly switch from intense elec¬ 
tion campaign to mysterious disappear¬ 
ance for a holiday (as wa& later claimed 
by police) vi nual I y on election eve*^ 

• Ht>w is it that (he police could contact 
him in Bombay as soon as the mis- 
stng/kidnapping complaint was fried m 
Goa? 

♦ CNi 16 November, the inspector gene¬ 
ral of police S.K. Singh stated that Dia¬ 
go was traced at Palm Beach hotel. Dr. 
Dc Souza on the olher hand claimed that 
he was in Palm Groove hotel on 29 
November, when Dean D’Ou;'. met Dia¬ 
go on his return from Bombay. Diago 
denied having stayed in eilht^ of the 
hoiclK. and said that he could pnrvc that 
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in /VA/irr^m/Kj.iheCPl(M)mouihpie- 
ce in Tnpura. Chakrjlxmy iv ill in 
Those wh^i wtinicd (o mnlign 
the party have uken advantage o( hi« i li¬ 
nens, the statement said 

Asked about the possible ct)nsc<)uen* 
ce ofChakrahorty's siatcrneni. especial¬ 
ly in the li|thi of the faci (hui the Tripura 
government was fullowirtg the same 
inJuMrial psilicy. Tnpura chief ntiiiisicr 
and CPl(M) central commmcc nK*nihcf. 


While I.G.P. A.K. Singh clanfied that 
Utago hud gone to Bombay on his twn 
volition and hud not been kidntq)ped. he 
conceded lhai he looked shuk^ and 
afraid during his personal interview 
with him, aAcr he was brought by the 
police from Bombay. Singh said, "vtime 
people were threatening him and Ir had 
withdrawn from ilw fray because he 
found that it wa.s m>l worth the risk, ab he 
did nsU stand a charge of winning the 
polls Some money is mvolcd But. who 
has taken whai I still have to investiga¬ 
te*'. he said. 

Iiiicrcslingly. however, the police 
accused D'sou^u of attempting to create 
a hu rdlv m Ihu elect ion process and Uirca • 
rened to chargcslicct him for lalse com¬ 
plaint. "Three weeks have passed since 
the ihreui was issued to me. and no 
uclioii has come forth from the pidice. 
ulthi»ugh at that liriie they were serious 
about the churge-shcet.’' said D’Cru/ to 
SrNPW. 

According to Mario Muscarenhas, 
secretary of the .Saligao Nagurik Kirti 
.Sainili tSNKSj. which is spearheading 
the awareness can I |Kiign over (he case, it 
was the psilicc who took Diagolo Bom* 
hay and he sayv this itself e&piaicb why 
sixm after a tormul police complaint was 
made, the police jjiunaiiately traced 
him and si ad that he was holidaying in 
Bombay. However, Monel D‘SsHJZa, 
joint secretary of the SKKS. questlun^ 
the attitude in not invebtigaiing the case 
senously enough. 

After Diago's disappearance it was 
the Shiv Sena candidate, otherwiM exm- 
sidereJ also-ran, suddenly found him¬ 
self in direct cvmiest with former chief 
minibier Wilfred D'souoa. Diago, who 
has in the meantime returned from Bom¬ 
bay, has denied all the allegations that he 
had made before his disappearance. His 
wife, on the other hand, was more forth¬ 
coming. She admitted to her husbartd’s 
close supporters that he was indeed 
threoicned, 11)c must interesting fact, 
however, is that the election ottsce has 
not yet replied to the letter sent to it on 
the case. • 

•WKMVi iJKiiMyiMt 


9 Former Tnpura chief 
minister and C'PIlM) 
Pulilburo mcmherNn- 
pch Chaki shorty has 
sparked idl A con* 
npmMnBf] troversy in the ruling 
g««ai I .eft FVoni m Tnpura 
TRIpliKA hy making a statement 
enpressing doubts 
over the CPI (M T s recent stand over vari¬ 
ous is.sucs 


Calcuna-hascd Bengali daily said that 
he "hated to call the CPI(M | a eommun- 
i&i party any more " Now in his ninet»e.s. 
and tUKtcrgOftig treatment at S.S.K,M 
Hospital in Calcutta, the veteran leader 
also lambasted the tnduMrial policy of 
the Left Front government in We-a 
Bengal *Thc industrial policy of the 
West Bengal government is only a trick 
to win ckxiiorts. It is a faax. a IrnrU to 
swell the vote banks by confusing 
people." he said. 

As soon as the interview appeared. 
CPI(M) general sccieiary Horkishan 
Singh Surjeet said: *1 want to make n 
clear that what has been published as the 
siaiemeni of Mr Chakiahony is nut the 
staiemeni of our party at any kadcr of 
our party " Suiject's n.*mark wav carried 


Dasharath Dch .said "If Nripcnbabu ; 
wonts to depend on a 20-ycar old cun- | 
cept. he can do so. Tripura has to work 
out Its strategy on the basis of rculiiy, 
Wc must kam fo'in the happenings in 
Russia andOiina *' 

Tripura food iiiinisicTand secretary of 
the Forward Bhx Mate unit. Hnijagopal 
Roy Siud it was essential to create favou¬ 
rable ciioditions for indusiriiilists from 
other Mates willing to invesi m Tripum. 
The state could not develop withoui pnv - 
oic investmem. and the fes'lmg that the 
goventment initiative was aiint^ ai swel¬ 
ling the vole banks was nol true, he said. 

Janata Dal state sccrvt:irv Arun Bhaii- 
jnik, however, said that Chakrahoriy') 
stalemeni definitely hod a point and the 
CPl(M) should give It some thought. • 

Jaymtm BbstimshatyM/A^mfUim 

03 


ofr 


% 




QUESnOMMC me left FWOHI POUCY: Nnf>fn ChakmfkPfiv iright) 

Ouknd>uny. m an interview to a 


he was booked into a different one? 


• Why should Diago, a resideni of Gui- 
rim which comes under Mapu&a polic'd 
station, travel all the way ig Calangutc 
police station to inform them that he was 
withdrawing from the polls and going to 
Bombay? 


Not red enough 


Former Tripura CM Nripen Chakraborty questions 
the Left Front \s industrial p<plicy 








SUNDAY SPORTSI 


FAIR PLAY 

Several women have shaileretlihe mvth that 
only men make f{ood xporis (ulministraiors 


V. . 


L. i 


W 'Mik'n huvv' been in rufier. hut when I Tound 4 k4 <4 

)ft h»i tlci;;Kles now. feqiKMv ci*ni$n| frinn '^veral qu«nc^, I 
h^i sfHtfis jiiniiiiiNirj- fciumcd m Fchniary thiN year" The 
lufN Irum ihc disun tciumuf Amnr Bov, with Vidya Stokes 

ddCdre«nvcciilplierH> ys pivsiJent. cmc only uftcr 9 hitter 
n>cthvn. In wboi is Ijr^cly \iilj u man's sirupglv. 

world, ihi < in deed is a h^*ukthn)U|*h Aimi l Hiwe (nee Kchl) had rcpivscfli- 

AUhttugh hockey, for lon|t. luis seen vd the et>untr> in and Ivcaine the 
woHKn players, cm kci aiKl football first lenule umpire in theeouniry , super 
have nukk room l'<ir them only Horn iIk* vising maUhesut the liwl. nalioniil and 
Seventies. Since then, yhliou|h pn*' inierruMiondl levels !(he did duly in 
gress has been slow, ogr girls have Madrid for llx* ,<fd World m 19111 
gniduallv made ilwir prevnee fs‘lt Tlje fn# ihs* Asij Cup and m I98J. for the 
tough part was the “.ic icptaiK e" of wi hi i AMitn (lanies 

ctiudmim.siraiors. -()ur si.imJard is oixe again <ni (he 

"Yes. It was not easy at first, bul we way up. Jii l9S|.g2. wc were Aslan 
ha VC pn ived dial sve n hiUI run an * irgiim' champions I n iIk Iftler G wiincnu I 
sdiion jusi as smcxMhIy ns men ’ says <'up Iasi year, we eiiicrgrd sj»ili om irf 
Anuradha Dull. sccreiary of (hi* 12 leumv. Yes. 1 hen* is sii H a kn of mom 
Women's Crickci Associatnm of fndia fiv impn^vcmcni and we've decided lo 
And Ibis scniiiTicnt is echoed by Shnmpu take 11 up on a war-fouong. We are vu¬ 
lvas, who runs 1 he All Airlines linnh.ili mg up a coinniiHec u> chalk out a k»ng* 








Wumey and Amrii Hov. secretary <il die 
Indian Women s Ikvkey AsHJCiaimri 
The oldest women's outdtxH team 
spun is hockey, the federiiOiHi hemg for 
in 1947. Ii was esseniiady a minor 
^porl ihcri, with just four or five stale 
unit^, "But ihc giinie was popular, a 
legacy of (he Bniisii and 
Anglo-Jndmn sihixds." 
says Amrii Bov "After 
Independence, wc had a 
slow beginning, bui ihc 
game is gening iiicrea- 
ingly popular, svidi 32 
talc und all-InJia oig«im- 
sationat units nuiiunng ai 
least HMWKtplayeis" 

Like any <ithcr sptHis 
organisation in the 

Couniry, womens 

hockey has had a fair 
ihare o| ctmir^ivcrsy - 
mosi of 11 related to 
power games "I have Alllirft 
been assiKian*d with . 

hi K key admi 111 s tr.n ion point th 

'foni l‘X>X, I svj^ si\ rcia« 
ry of the ail'lndia KsJy 
'mill I9K4-K9. I left ihs*. 


term plan f<ir ciiiklimg. compel it ions lopmeni with 
and inicrn.iiional ciposunr,* says Ms cHlravagancc" 
Hose. 


V H 


adniinisinuoTs, i>iic ol* the le.isoiis foi 
whK'h. AS she puls ii, is dial "women 
know how to be frugal and cut ciHtieis 
So we arc going ahoui oui task of deve¬ 
lopment with sincerity — and wrduHit 


h>r Anirit Hose, the task of putting 
Indian wiuiicn's IvKkey at the lop of the 
world hAs just begun Bul she has 
already pioved that women make gornS 



Anuradha Dutt and Amrit Base hare proved the 
point that women can manage sporting affairs as 

good as men 


F or foniKT swiniiiK’t .Stiampji Das 
however, money has m*\er Ivui a 
problem, either on the pt.rsonal front or 
lor the Ail Airlines RLMcalion C'luh. 

—-—j wIikIi shi* li.is iven rnnn- 

^ ing fur leii years tiow 

Shaniiia Das' cav is a lil- 
lie diffcrcni lioin the 
others hecuuv she hiis 
been ctHidiicting a men's 
con ips*i 11 If Ml froni 19K(>. 


“Actually. 11 alt slads'd 
as dungs like dusMMiKti 
nx’s fk) »- over codec 
and animated s'lnivcrva 
lion.' she rciiills. add mg. 
"The airlines fraiemiiy 
hud jl ways had giMnl relu • 
lions with each other, bul 
It was the desire 10 do 
soniediing for spurt ihul 
got us ull logcihci. As ,1 
spoftspcison I Icit lh<ii it 
wc I'lHild, in any maniici, 
help budding laicni, wc 
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shohM jII oiii U>€ i( * 1 lKn. thin^\ 

sUtiivilmovitijim IW Mrs lf!Uuii<J.in 
ilhi KMU^utascthHir torn «hi (hc( .iUuil:i 
MjMibii I'wd >iMis blvf. wc siaruxl ihi* 
All Airlines CI(»IJ Cnp RMtcKiH Tihirm* 
jiKiU liH son»c ilv Ik‘si i'luh x*ik*s in 
the cH>ii 1)1 ry I ikKi) . lln s i s < jik o\ ihe jw c* 

mivi kiMnpciuuvsmilKciHiinry * 

With mun> Icaiiinp jirlws lurKiiiHi- 
inp out ol ('.ik inV). inv^uJinp Bniish Air¬ 
ways and TYi.ii, keen on this a>inpcn- 
iKin. ii has pn'presscti 1 'roni slicnjjih U» 
sirenpth '*()ver the years, wc base had 
ull ihe Icjdmp teams ul (ho ei'^iniry luk 
luji part One of ounihyoetue hasheen 
to provide ihe elly wiih j (op-lev el nMti- 
|V(»fioi) eveiv yLMi -> und vn* have hcen 
luKilhnp ii loi nine vonrs now.’ Shamp-i 
l>iisekiims 

She iKidv ’Bui we have never lost 
s I phi id (ni r pnm')p;il idvjeol i v e - lhal ol* 
fiuidinp sports dcvcl<ip<ncnt ai Ihcjuiuor 
level We do noi funciion livr profn. 
Apart fron i on r ru nn i rtp c x [lonses. w c d»» 
not keep any lunds In (he Iasi nine 
vojfs. wc have d«*naKM *» um.iI of Rs 48 
lakh for (he Jcvvloiinicm ol s|x»ns ’ 

Bui Shampu Dasadmils dial toidhad 
is still a mun's panic and vhe has faevd a 
few 'unsaviHiry ' silu.ilions "Hut if \ 
leave the Held. tt*ll only pet watrse Uh all 
women coiniitp irao men’s sport In 
(iKluy’s world, where women rclenxs 


,irc supofvisinp iiKn*> boxing houK 
(Ikto is no tiwcMion of bowing UKlisen* 
miiiatuM> id dlls kind I’m ieiuiml) mx 
i|uilling." she says. 

I I Shanipa I )as' spimed M;iiiee pnwes 
ihai an ahk' iiJniinistralor caninH nral* 
ly be classed .wevading U» gciMlcr, Anu- 
riidha Dull added the quality of sell- 
assuraiKC lo fiiRhei hvdstrr Ihe iniapc ol 
a woman sports ufficiai. SIk has. in laet. 
laken mer ihe vsiimcn's crickel ledcra« 
lion from ibe nwn who irraied il like u 
pasi I ms', to make ii iinc <d I lie iih*s( e sci i- 
mp avenues fur sports fans 

TTk federal ion was foriiK-d in IW. 
tml we mndydKln'lhavx niudipoinp lor 
It unlil quite rcsvntly. I’rtMii ihs* si\ <a 
seven vmiis in the early Ns venues, we 
now has e 24 bodies al fiUalcd U\ the fede¬ 
ration Wc hav-e /*wa\ compel ii ions 
which k*ad an inicr-rvaic play-of!, 
bcsH^cs several all-India LonipcniH«s 
fur both scnKirs and junairs " 

Aniiradha Dull had kd the IX'lhi XI. 
|•esHJcs play mg kw iXdhi I 'nisvrsily arul 
North Zone. She lepiesenied Ihc coun¬ 
try in I hHI I x'pal pUTsujis kept her busy 
lor icn years. In lW-91, she cmeied 
sports admioistralH>n and m Iwxhi 
21 of Ihe 2^ vines easl in ihc contest hw 
sevietarydnpol ihculMnilia body 
'Yev wc have had problems. es|ivcia 


The oldest 
women’s outdoor 
team sport is 
hockey, the 
federation being 
tormed in1947.lt 
was essentially a 
minor sport then, 
but today,there 
are 32 state and 
all-India 
organisational 
units nurturing at 
least 10,000 
players 


lly in I< 186 . alter which iIk* povcniment 
pul w<mien's ciickci m '<*’ vaicpory, 
which moaiii ihiTc were to he no nica 
miipltil fmnncuil pranis hroin ihun. 
until iIk* m*w sei*up tiime lust year 
rcfX'utcd miciiipls were made lo iippTiHk 
the si ill Us When wc look over, wc decid¬ 
ed to foipct iiNhH povcmrnciK pranis 
and I'X'k fiir sporvsurship instead And 
we’ vv suci ceded well tvyond our c%pCC 
ml ions And we’ve Kvri ikiinp well on 
the held, too We came hniAh in Ihc 
WiMld ( up m t<«3 'nils year, w'c beui 
Au siRil Ol«XI hi HIV p n luiid And we ha vc 
a 1(4 ill plans alwad Wc aic pomp lu 
Sew 7ealand ncsl monih and I'upland 
are coming over ii> Dciciobci 1^5 * 
Rut ibe hjiili point for wonjcn's 
crnkci will he m IW India will hosi 
Ihc World Cup wuh eiplu conlinned 
iCiirns. besides South Alrica and 
Pakistan, which iimn be iiicluilcd Says 
iXjtt. "WV arc alrcaily irymp to prov ide 
mceuiivcs liiour players-- al the uuli<m* 
al and iiitcniatiiiiul level Rut ii is iIk 
|(] t )7 >V\>r1d ('up winch will citbci make 
iif Ineak us 11 it is a success, women’s 
tnckci will U.vomc a pt'iciii force in the 
crHiniry* Iti the nicaMliiue. we ate iryiiip 
Ul b'cak free I torn what is siill cOhsidcT* 
cd a niaii's world * * 

MJHUn 
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CLASSIC STYLISH 
PLEAT FRONT 
IN ALL RUNNING SIZES 
AND IN TWO FITS - 


; I: IIJ: ; : 


In Fabrics- 

Plain Man, Gaberdine 
Matty, Sateen. 

With alteration facility and 
exchange facility at any 
Pantoloon Shoppe in Indio. 
With a one year 
ggorantee against any 
manufacturing defects. 

Also available MANZ Trousers in 
various designs arxj shades 
from Rs. 299/* to Rs. 399/-* 

Max Retail Price * Local Taxes Extra 


AVAItASLC AT TH6 PANTALPQN SHOPPeR: •C C t*OM> MVAANCmAA AHMCDAAAO » WOOCHUufit AO*& COlAOA BOHAAV 
r.t r S^N BOMBAY* >•» tiAnAK»>AMrU ROAD • CiNtAAL MAAmC 1 IAJMT • KAACH (UCiH A APSAfl* AMCAOT 

PUMRCIAO NSW MCM • MOOCC HOvrSf IA HYMAABAO • MUNkHvA COMM ( * tlCUNMRABAO • TH^OaHAM « 

MC NAUAA BHOPAL « UAHVAOM Al Oi* M (I AOAf) COCHIN • MAP AHA SOU AA« BHMAAI^SHWAII • Stf Rl>NC CBHIAI* MG H<>AJ> AUNI 
HARIHAR ChOWK HAJKOT • DHAMAMPfTH MAOPUA • CCVRiU UBS AOAO MYSOBC * OP6NINO BOOM AT: CALCimA • CASH N* CAMM^ 
STQCK RCnVICMG CAWTM ge PO M 06ALEMS. * MfWOCLM Tfl WAS* BOMBAY* TPi • CAtOUTTA 'EL 

• maobab rci A?BOAcnTHe,PXirTXLpOw COI—CttpM; wibala law cou 606 boaq auranoabao 


A MANZ PANTALOON BLACK TROUSER FORRS. 




ODDS AND TRENDS 


Quake fear 

B (fscime eminent VI' 
ci^lv of Anienca are lo be 
beheved. the Government of 
India may soon have e lot 
more lo ic unxious uhout 
than petty politics 

Acconimg lo ihe Amcii' 
can Gcophysicul Union, a 
major earthquake may M>oft 
rock Tionhem India A study 
carried out by gCi^physK isiv 
of the University of 0»lo 
radtr has Vk'arncd that iltecen' 
(lel Hiniuluyas arc due to suf¬ 
fer a quake in the magnitude 
of H or 0 on iIk* Richter scale. 

II this quake occurs, ii 
would obviously ^*suUm 
wide s pi cud death and 
dcstniciicin in a rep ion tliui 
has ii populalion ol ovvi 
milium, {'onscqucnily. seve* 
rnl ilimis m this aica uiuild 
alhobedAnugetl. 

1 he sciciuifiv icain lhal 
condui'lcd I he study used a 
gloM poMiuMimg sysfciii 
and su ic 11 11 e dal aim ink r i<> 
chun Ihe puiprvvs ot :i sel <d 
ptuiits of ihc liidiun and 
Asian lesiomc plates het- 
veen IWI ;ind I'm This 
extensive study revealed tlut 


the Indian tectonic pUic is 
moving down, below the 
Avian tectonic plate. And the 
problem anses approximate¬ 
ly along the border with 
Nepal where the two plates 
collide. This IS whai will 
cause tbe earthquake, they 
omclutk* 

(ieofihysK'isisin the 
I’niicd Stoles and in India, 
have urged that the threat 
should nol be lokcn lightly, li 
now rccnoms to he seen how 


seriously the Gov'cninvni of 
India lakes the wanting, espe¬ 
cially in view of (he conin>ve • 
rviaJ Tehri dam being 
constnKicil m the region. 

Ma^c number 

B After the populistpromi' 
seot providing liec for Rs 2 a 
kg helped N.l'. Rama Kao (o 
make a stunning emiKhuck 
m Andhra Pradesh, one 
would have thought that the 


EPARATED AT BIRTH? 





Nuga/Rina 

Famstv 


H«rlhnr*n 

Saw 





»rMiO««a, 




nuiqber 'two' would he the 
lucky’Charjn fur the 
suprenw, ^Knl^ay, - ** 

The magic number for 
NTR. however, continues lo 
be 'nine', NTR,asin>ng beli* 
ever in astrology, palmistry 
and numerology, has always 
mainiained lhal this panicu* 
lar number brings him luck. 
That his obsessi<m with the 
number nine uKilinuev lo be 
as strong as ever was proved 
within days of his regaining 
power. 

SiVKi after assuming (iffi- 
ce, NTR formed a Cabinet of 
nine members. The leader 
then ensured that the general 
adniinisirulioit depun men i 
prt »v ided him w i ih two cars 
• • both hcimng the number 
plates W9<J! 

Funher, tbe lelcphooe 
department tifncitiK hud i<> 
work ovenime to provide 
NTR with three lelepbonc 
connect KKis. alUd which 
add up lo the number nine. 

And so NTR, who has 
made the poll lieu I coniehack 
of Ihe decade, wimld possib¬ 
ly like nothing hcllvr than 
the sobnq ue I, cal o' nine 
lives, one presumes, • 
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CALCUTTA: The infusion of 
young blood is almost always 
welcome in any work set-up. 

But by the look of things, die 

CaJcutiii Corporation may have ~ - * 1 

taken this a little loo far 

According to a birth certifica- !i ► 'I * 
ic i&wed by the regisinir of ' • ; 
births and deaths of the Calcutta ' « '\ , A 

Municipal Corporaiim. the !^i i Ivl^ 

mayor oftbe City, Pras&nia Chat- 
lerjec. I s two years old ? 

This daily managed to obtain 
the ridiculous document by pay - 
ing a paltry sum of Rs 350. The 
birth certificate clearly states A f 

(hot Pra&aniu Chatterjee of 38 | 

Rakhal Ghosh Lane (the_i 

mayor's addrevs) was bom OB 1 April. 1992. 

even while the government launches a drive to clean* 
se public offices of rampant malpractices, a little greasing 
of the palms of touts and officials is all that is required for 






iMAVOa 


obuioing u cenificate of the civic head that is as genuine as 
(he one that he himself possevves — The Tetegraph (Jahar 
Ray. Burdwan). 

NEW DELHI: Ihiscculd be termed as aclassic case of the 
famous DiUi ka loddu. 

When Kanhaiya Lai Dey entered tiw Gulmohar Park 
branch of the Cenral Bank of India with a box full of 
ioddus. no one could have imagined that he had plans to 
rob the bank by dnigging the em^oycts. 

Dey.who wodcs in a petrol pump in the vicinity.was 
quite well-known to (he bank employees and so they were 
(M in (he least suspiciotB when he began distributing the 
sweets. The matter took a dramatic turn when one of (he 
employees, R.D. V«nna began vootitting after having eat¬ 
en a laddu. Suspecting foul play, he immediately raised 
(he alarm and warned his colleagues not lo touch the sweets. 

Realising (hat his game was over, Dey look advantage 
of (he ensuing commotion to slip out of the honk unnoti¬ 
ced. He was however nabbed by tbe police a few hours 
later — Indian Express (Cathleen Makha), Faridabad). 
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ARIES 


iH Mar\h-20Aj*nh 

D evelopiiscniv in your 
love lifccan put yim on 
cloud nine. All your worries 
muy now rneli iiway jusi ui 
(he ihoiighl ol sonictMK* you 
love. Friend'w ill he 
sensiiive locrihcism. Suy 
nothing (hilt could hurt (heir 
fee I i ngs Bu si ncs s kisses 
may have u> he made gixnl 
from ycMir personal 
resources. 

TAURUS 


t2i Aptit ZOMus} 

R jin.incc c&n have a 
wiialising effect in 
yoer life. This will enable 
you lo face cmploymcni and 
career affairs w ith 
emhusiasm. Try talking over 
problems wuh loved tmes. 
They can help lo hriog order 
and purpose into chaotic 
ritual ions. You will have 
biiundless energy. Health 
will he robust. 

GEMINI 


(2f Moi'lOJunti 

P roperly deals arc quite 
likely to full through at 
the last moment 
Professional and business 
people will he doing ihcir 
reputations no good at all if 
they change iheir minJs or 
go hack on their word 
Consistency is 
all'imponani. Friends and 
loved ones will have all the 
Umcft»f yiHJ. 

CANCER 


m iune-ZOJuh) 

Y OU are upsetting }<»ur 
loved ones hy 
neglecting your personal 
lifc.Sinke utairor balance 
between amNlions ami close 
relationships. Keep au open 
mind to new business 
proposals. Lucrative ofJers 
may come your way litini 
rather unlikely sources 


LEO 


-JtyAh/iasii 

i>m*y can aM loocasdv 
hcc<ni>e a hone of 
sMOlcntiitfi between males. 
'tHHiscs or romantic 
parirscr'. Neither should you 
ussuinc thai friends, 
however well'Oil they may 
he, arc intending to fexw tlte 
hill You might go harking 
up the wTiing tree w'hen 
engaged in research and 
investigjiise work. 


I LIBRA 


Y OU arc likely to he in ihe 
nKniJ Un coiivcrsatKui 
uikJ exjiressing your 
ihtHighis j{kJ feelings m a 
lucid ;uhI eiiienainmg 
niaiiAcr, In favi. pcojilc may 
he taken with wh*ii > ou 
has e to sjy and the way > ini 
say It. that new 
jcstuainiunccsaic struck up 
This may lead to Hnn 
fncndshi|>s heinji fonncsl. 



VIRGO 


iZf A uguM 20 SepKmttrrl 

A void fiiianciiil 

arguments hy naming to 
a clear agreement hcfistc 
anything is undonakeii. 
bventsniay not go act'ording 
to cKpeci.iiion Huthy hemg 
on your iocs, you wiM he ai>lc 
to snap up rK‘w and useful 
opssortunitics <'real ivc ideas 
shtiuld ahouruJ 


SCORPIO 


t2l Ot uther-^ Noi'fmht^rl 

S uvr clear iif borrow i ng 
money, especially for 
fiiuineiiig business ventures. 
Males. spBjscs and romantic 
partners may he in a rather 
possessive mood. Ihis could 
he a gsHKJ penud f4>r 
experinKruing in new fields 
nr iniroduemg innovatory 
methods. 


SAGITTARIUS 


/ Notrmbi't ~20 Ikifitihci) 

Y OU may have a 

Icudcrship role to play in 
citih and gioup cvenis unJ 
iklisitics Your current kinn 
shou Id also ul low ) < lu to w i n 
the uppvM hand m husmess 
rmaneial ncgiUialmns 
RoniaiKe dial seemed to he 
on I heir last legs may not K* 
over Yi>u may he asked out 
loditiiici.a party ol Ihe 
Ihealrc 

CAPRICORN 


l2l t>r</'mhii ZOJumititvl 

T u' support you n'ceivf 
irom Ios^nJ ones should 
give you I sell ismfidetK'c a 
icinfic lMi>s1 Youwilhmw 
leel ready to sinke out on 
unknown pal I IS, Try 
cult I sat mg Invndlu'r 
Tcluiioiiswuh iin|>oruiit 
people .Such voiiUKis can he 
uwlul in I he rear future 
(framing favouis to hitsiiiess 
assfvuik's Is siarrcil 

AQUARIUS 


r' / Jtmmift ■ ZO t j 

D issuss iriipoitanl 

lmani.ial issues behind 
closed dsxns Lueraiivc 
deals can he forged; keep ihc 
lemis of such agreements to 
yiMjrselt or irusie<l 
associates. You coui>J 
|K*i suadc spiMisors Ui donate 
iiioiicy lo ehaniable causes. 
Give love affairs another 
chance. Be prepared to 
t'urgivc. forget and start again. 

PISCES 


(21 »An/an ZOMurvh) 

Y OU may l1nd yourself 
osciiakcnby yoiiri>wn 

emotional rcsponM.*s. 
Rusiik'ss decisions may 
become cimfused by 
i riendsh '• p consjdcrai ions. 
You may have to he more 
hard*headed arid vieiaclicd in 
your outkHik when it conics 
to dccisionoiuikmg. 
Romance cun be difficult. • 



























RANDOM NOTES 


Qill win 

■ Aftcf lobbying for 
months, Punjab police 
chief K.P.S. Gill has finally 
managed an extension. 

Gill got sCenously worried 
about his future in Punjab 
after B.K.N. Chhibber for¬ 
mer security adviser to the 
govemmcBt of Punjab, beca¬ 
me the Governor of the state. 
It WU5 common knowledge 
that chief mintsier Beam 
Singh wus beginning to find 
Giirs activities u hit cmhur- 
nbsing. The CM rcckcmed 
he was an elected leader uimI 
every sluUMnent by Gill see¬ 
med tfi deliberately undenni 
nc hisaitemiHs tovcs^ilveprcv 
blcins through poliiical 
negotiation. 

$0 he got Chliihhcr u> 




HEARD IN THE AlCC 

At this polnk. lib bMt to mH hhn 
NarMlmHo Mhi. 

A CONGRESSMAN FROM ANOHRA PRADESH 


Having a 
flaliMay 



■ Reid Murshail Sam I 
'Bahadur* Manek- ' 
shuw is dO-phj> and in fine 
fettle, we' rc happy to report. 
He's on the houH of a hcKi of 
cttnipanie:!. tends hi» ruses, 
drinks his small Scotch in 
the aflCfTMion. and travels in I 
a car sporting the field Mar- ! 
dtal's flog and five %utn> — 
one more than the chief of 
army staffs vehicle. 

Ihc Field MurUuil was in 
Delhi for a rcunkm of the 
Clorkha Bngadc recently and 
regaled officers with stories 



of hi' days in the Indian 
Army. 

He recalled how as u 
fricrHl *>t Prime M in isicr Indi • 
ra Gandhi, he was asked to 


CHECK-LIST 


Poiitk atjw/iies in Bihar: th€ stale of pUiy 


K.P.t.OHI:M»o4ber 

•xtenMon 

curhGitl. But ihiscleuriy did¬ 
n't work. Minister of state 
for internal security Rajesh 
Pilot recently told rcpoitcrs 
ut (liaiidiguih thai the Prime 
Minister had "conveyed* to 
chief minister Beant Singh 
th;u Gill was to continue us 
dircctor-gencTuI of police 
beyond .tl December when 

his icnuic cuds. Pilot ackk’J 
that ll>c chief nnnisier confir¬ 
med that he'd got the 
message. 

Gill, for hi^ pan. was sure 
that he would he retained. 
"Wluiiever the PM decides is 
(Auy hy me.''he said. 


■ Party: TIn newest hope ol Bihar a named 

Samata Party (equaMy). but is riven asamrft 
(inequality). The two leaders of the party. George 
Fernandes and Nrlish Kumar, are both arbeutati But 
Fernandes is a leader in a tPRerenf league and Kumar 
refuses to accept fhe former's seniority. Tins is causing 
some tension in the party. 


■ Janata M: Is laloo Yedav aKtne way. Bui i$d>ete 
any hope tor a parly in which the cfMf minster and the 
pa^ president can't see eye lo eye? 


■ CanAraap<l): Jagametti Mrsnra is isolated in hs 
party because ol a new umty among the Btumihars and the 
Biakurs. leaving the Maittul Brahmins out of the pale. And 
dien ttw^'s the biggesi spokesman of Laloo Yadav m the 
Congress. Sitaram Kesri, to contend with. 


■ iliarNhan4MiiktiMorclia:Therichestareao1 

Bihar has now got autonomous status, so the tmarrel for 

turf has begun between the two leaders of the Morcha. 
Cyan Ranjan and Shibu Soren. 


■ iamlmlWMtenptys The party would like to 
make uee of ^rughan Smlia, but finds his shotgun 
tactics too overbearing 'The generar-secrelarym charge of 
Bihar, Gcvmd Acharya. has fo keep Stnha saMiad and the 
old R$$ «the state haw—nod an easy task 


intefvenqj 
rc1 in ihp 


'tg... 

Mdomcstic quar- 


f 


was ftoughnyMi in tW 

quarrelAaJ^y 

remain uruiorftH. 

dhi lurtude him from seeing 

this lady. 

"I asked her 'why notT 
he reminisced. 

Mrs Gandhi laid: 
"Because she's not your 
type." 

Amu^ he exclaimed; 
"So who's my type T 

Mrs Gandhi declined to 
«f^y« 

Thix sviu before Sam lold 
jepoftm; There are only 
two women in the world I'm 
afraid of—my wife and Indi¬ 
ra Gandhi." 


Noacopafor 

horoacop* 

■ As a last reson. Con¬ 
gress poliitciuns are 
now dcsperaicly hunting fur 
T.N. Scslian's horoscope to 
find out whut the man will do 
next. (A hoHKCopc. purport- 



T.N. tMlum: wM thu 
atnrataff 

mg vi he Seshan's. is doing 
Uk' nxinds in the cupil^ 
cuircully.) 

JuM for a lark, si set of 
u^trologcr^ got together and 
discuss^ ihe horoscope, 
'riwy then sent the horosco¬ 
pe along with ihcir findings 
to Seshan for his comincnis. 
The portly CEC aciuully 
replied to ibem — he inform¬ 
ed Ihui he is noi the person 
ihc hoioscopc belonged lo. 

So. the .icuali for 
Sevhan's churl Is still on. • 


WJNMT1 
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iH i o b f ll uca? 

Now ii can be loM — 
(he wbote siory of 
how former civN »u^iea 
minister A.K. Antony came 
to resign. 

A day before the minister 
of state in the PMO, Bhuva- 
nesh GiiHurvedt. read out 
the coiuroversial answer ih 
the Lok Sabha implying 
Antony's collusion In the 
sugar shortage, a meeting 
was held of the Congress (hir- 
liamentary Puny (CPP) exe¬ 
cutive where puny MPs deci¬ 
ded how the mauer should 
be handled in Parliament. 

MP$ were surprised to 
find V.C. Shukia present ai 


• L _ 


the meeting even though he 
ia not a member of the CPP 
executive. However, they 
put this down to the fact thaj 
Shukia was parliamentary 
affairs minister. He began 
briefing the MPs and ink) 
tbem that (hey would have to 
put up a spinied defence of 
A.K. Antony because he was 
one of (hose indicted in the 
sugar scam. 

At thdi lime, the MPs 
were in the dark about Ihe 
contenis of the Gian Pni- 
kash Coininiaee report. But 
they woe oevenhclcss 
shodtad io hear ShukJa put 
the blame on Antony. 

Aa aooo as Antony got to 
kno# about whut transpired 


ai 



HEARD IN CENTRAL HALL 

Fwwnbnlftgth# PHiwMiwtotf 
Affyn Alngh to 

b#combiA th« hunuMi fMoorcM 
sto v topmut inlfiltt^r rytlgiMto. 

ACONGRESSfl) MP 


a 


at the CPP meet, he met V.C. 
Shukla and asked him poini- 
blank if he'd been spreading 
the word that the civil supp¬ 
lies minister was corrupt. 
*Who, meT Shukla retorted, 
forgetting that a CPP mem¬ 
ber wax present there. Anto¬ 
ny came to know of the 
government's reply in the 
Lflk Sabha the following eve^ 
niog and was convinced 
there was a plot against him 
and ()uit in disgust. 

It b because hr knew whai 
WA5 happening bdtind his 
hack ihn Antony was able to 
present a calm visage to Ou- 
lurvedi when (he latter called 
on (he civil supplies minister 



Why all that 
hulla? 

■ N. D. Ti wan can go on 
asking for the dismis¬ 
sal of the Mulayom Singh 
Yadav government and the 
imposition of Presidents 
Rule in UP till he's blue in 
pK face. But Yadav and his 
colleagues are laughing 
behind his bock. 

TYie casualness with 
whk'h Tiwan's ihreat/ulti- 
malum was dismissed at the 


CHECK-LIST 


After the rout: economic reforms and the 

Congress(l) 

■ P>V. ItofMtmBy W—; Oespas the rtedoral 
setback. Rao has not spoken of jeitboninp his Hnancs 
minister yet. However, thata package to wm back the poor 
has bean commissioned by him shows he's not as 
untouched by the crlbcisin of Ihe reforms programme as 
he pretends to be. 


■ Arpy Mii^ One of the strongest erttes of the 
reforins programme. Would Mce to see Ihe reforms 
rt-paekaged and marketed in the rhetoric that 
Co^essmo) are used to 


■ PranaBlMdMilymsisprsgmancabocflfetorms 
accepts they are essential, birt cannot understand why 
India should to thrown open to rnulliiQtionals without 
making sure of the returns. 


■ M—to Pro Tiwrt; •instead of tamnp sense, we 
talk Senses.' he's reported to have said ata party meeting. 
Tto hyrnerfintiice minister liiiderstands the need to 
reform, but wants changes from below 


m BylrMy Mnyet is SM wiry about the reforms 
programnw. espscla&y whwi H comes to doing away with 
tartkser and agrlculiure aubeMy. 


Saire^wadi Pany'x 
tion in Dehilastweck should 
make him sit up end think. 
The pasty wasted no time 
over Ti war t's runtings and 
fllUtod r^fpwed its attack on 
the Ceotre and the Congress 
for the discrimination shown 
to Muslims. 

Privately. Sunkjwadi Par¬ 
ty leaden scoffed et Tiwari's 
"uliimatum*. "So long as 
PV. Naresimha Rao is (he 
Prime Minister of India, we 
have nothing to worry 
about." one of (hem said. 

Tiwari must be feeling 
humiliated at this. Is it really 
worth its while to spend ho 
much time end effort on a 
hulltt bol which his party is 
reluctant to back? 


No southom 
comfort 

■ So arc the Pre.iident 
and the Prime Mini¬ 
ster going to Tamil Nadu on 
New Year's Day « not? The 
World Tamil Ccmfcrence, 
which begins on I ianuary. 
1995, is being held in Thanj a- 
vur and the PM and the Presi - 
dent Nvere to he invited as 
chief guests. 

Clearly, the organisers of 
the conference hadn't bargai¬ 
ned with (be currenl phase of 
loisioo between chief mini¬ 
ster Jayalalitlia and New 
Delhi. As a result no invita- 
lions have been sent to the 
President and the Prime 
Minister as Sitvday went to 
press. 

To make matters worse, 
I'amil Nadu Governor M. 
Chanoa Reddy has deplored 
the lack of law and ader io 
Tamil Nadu. Chief election 
cemmissioner T.N. Seshan 
has also said that dwre is a 
collapse of the law and order 
machinery and has complain¬ 
ed to the President about it 
With two heavyweights 
saying that Tamil Nadu is 
unkafe under Jayalalitha, the 
Congress parry is in a quan¬ 
dary about how fodegl with 
(he TN chief minister. • 
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Are Your Clothes 
Ujala White? 



Be Like them 

' They know Ujalt isn’t a blue. Thai means rhar with just 4 <Uups pet litre 

(or 10 CO 12 drr^ in half a bucket of wter), they can get bri’loni. diading whiteness. 
Scientific Ujali's instant microdispersion focmult delivert unmai.hed whiicitca tu every 
fibre of you r wash * • making your clot hes \nok Jike new. 




Llj 


J ALA 


Froos Jyoihy Leboratarle* 


Try it for yourself-seeing is believing. 
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0INERS 

CLUB. 

Off feeling ill home 
a I omul (he world. 


When you look ai ihc way weve hcen 
HI your service around ihc world 
(DinmClub Ihc very ilrsi 
mtcmaiional Card). 





yim'Il find thai nc^y undcMand^ 
ihe special demands 
of Ihe inienulionjl i rave Her 
like Diners C’luh. 

And vou can he sure ol 

4 

enjoying eidusive privileges, 
prefereniial ireatmeni 
and miemaiionul siandards 
of service .wherever you go. 

Ifs Ihe Di^e^Club «uy 
of making you fcci special .. 
Arcn> yiHi gl«i 
yuu belong loihcCluh^ 

Dii^Ctulf 

t 

ilSblB COO^ [ 
HMIT K>tM ^ r 

w n ^w•ir•4/u j 

< Diners Club 
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CITIBAN <0 



Why is Sonia Gandhi 
so upset with the slow 
progress of the 
investigation into Rajiv’s 
assassination? And 
how much do we know 
about the murder? 




Weapons seized by the 
police from terrorists 
in Punjab are being 
sold at throwaway 
prices 



NEWSWATCH 

Crime and 
punishment 

At last, the CBlfilesa 
charge-sheet against 
Sajjan Kumar and 12 
others for their role in 
the 1984 anti‘Sikh riots 
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ENVIRONMENT 

By the 
waterfront 

Greens rejoice as the 
Supreme Court orders 
a halt to industrial and 
developmental 
activities along 
India's coastline 


68 


ENTERTAINMENT 

The show's 
back 

The circus industry 
beats the odds to stage 
a revival 
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MANI-TALK 16 
Marij Shankar Aiyar 
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InOer Malhotra 
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Rajiv Shukla 

DEFENCE 76 

Med, Gen. Ashok K. Mehta 
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Man with a 
mission 


Jc'hng that ihe other 
c<micndcr'< rorSuN> 

DA Y s 'Man/Woniijn of the 
Year* award were publicity* 


you have (he will and the 
deierminution, you could 
lake on the whole system. 

Your magazine deserves 
credit fca* focussing aiienticM 
on a crusader like Seshan. 
even (hough the article 
smacked of a little flaiiery. 
The writers ^Jiould have ^so 
mentioned the CEC's pench* 
am for publicity. Though his 
clTorts to cleanse (he clec(o> 
ral system are definiiely lau* 
dttMe. Seyhan Just cannot 
hehave like a dictator, which 

he often dues. Sukdav has 
conveniently chosen to igno* 
ft (his fact 
0. Puf» 

fy9fm94htn} 

■ l( was sensible of Si^ndav 
to choose T. N. Seshan as its 
Man of the Year. No other 
person in the recent past has 


'■ .5 



T.N. •nahnn: unpuMownaMo 

seeker Kiran Rcdi and the 
two beauty nuccn**, Ai4iwa- 
ryu and Sushinita, T.N 
Seshan. (he maverick chid 
election commissiimer. tnu&t 
have made it to the cover by 
a wide margin (Man of thf 
kVar, 25 —?l December). 
.SctihoR has proved that if 


rufrieJ >o many feathery or 
upset u) many upplecuri*.. 
Th< ISC win I sec autiK'iut ic 
1 rail s in hi m and vol I him a 
mcgalomuniac clearly have 
Iheir uwn aaes to grii^. In a 
country where democracy is 
only mean I to hcncfii a few 
and elections are invanahly 


manipulated by the party in 
power, we need a crusader 
like T.N. Seshan. 

Anempts are naturally 
being made to clip his wings, 
and most political parties 
would be only too happy to 
get hd of Seshan. But if they 
succeed, it will be a sad day 
fur ihc Indian voterv. 

SMgh. f atf ftle (Punt$t) 


TIm tchool that 
Jack built 


I t made me sad (0 read the 
obituary on Jack OiKson 
by Vir Sanghvi (A mrin n/ 
pnndpie. 6—12 Novem* 
ber). I only wish Mr Sanghvi 
had not dragged in the issue 
of which, among Mayo and 
Doon. is a better vchout. as n 
was totally out of place. 

Mam Shankar Aiyar did 
nut let this opportunity slip 
hy and in hiv column. Mow 
unJDrM>ff<2? November'*— 
y December) he hit bock 
w ith a vengeance. 1 really do 
not know whether his iHJibur* 
sLs are merely the result of 
his fru&tratcons in the polio* 
cal arena or whether they are 
another instance of his pfo> 
pens!ty to get involved in 
contruvervics both inside 
and outside Parliament. 

I .ct me not get bogged 
down in the futile exercise of 
discussing which is a honor 
puNic schiol. except saying 
that "Gibhy’s" Mayo alway s 
stiXid for carrying on good 
tndiliunv 

It is nut wrong to say (hat 
the legacy of Jack Gi h^ »n 
survi ves in the cx •student s 
uf tMh these premier 
schools. Tu elucidate my 
point, 1 jt me recall the episo* 
de when Jack Gi bson. as prin¬ 
cipal. Mayo College, did not 
declare a hiAiduy on the 
demise of Prime Mimsier 
Pandit JawaharlaJ Nehru rn 
1964. This incident raised a 
lot of hoc and cry — to (he 
extent of labelling Jack Gib* 
.sona*iraiior'. Ii mighi hedif* 
flcult fot outsiders to under* 



inch Ofboen: ■ vlaloiinry 

stand Gibson's raiionalc. but 
for us who he had taught, his 
decision was perfectly lugi* 
cal. He very rightly fell ihai 
putting in extra hard w ork 
would hea mora fiiroig (ri< 
hole lo PanJitji's meiiuiry 
rather than la/yrng .iruuiul in 
dormiioncs. 

V.P. S/ngh Baduon, ULA. 
Jaipur (Baiatthsn) 

■ This has rclcrcncc \o 
Man! f>hurikar\ dig ni Vir 
Sanghvi and the Muyoiics 
{Mayound ihxoi. 27 
November — ? December). 

1 don't Ihink that it should 
provoke a duel to proieci 
one's htmour. but ii certainly 
deserves a protest 

Hisu>fy doesn't nonnally 
forgive bragging and etm* 
ccit. und 1 am sun; ihai Mani 
Shankar Aiyar and his kind 
of loud*mou(hed do*gcxiders 
will leam Ihci r lessons too \ 
Jack Gibson’s contribu* 
(ion to Mayo wil! always be 
remembered with gratitude 
and affection for many years 
to come, no doubi, but we 
wonder if he would have 
been so successful had he not 
found a very competent and 
devoted team of teachers 
already doing o very good 
job (here Hcsuccc.ssfully 
sireamlined the curriculum 
and gave a new direction to 
the vast reservoir of talent 
and potential that he found 
when he reached Ajmer in 
1954. Wc should not belittle 















Jack Gibson';; contribution 
10 education hy attributing 
his success only to the stint 
he had at the Doon School. 
SMmtrBtwttsehMfyM, BtwiKh 
(Quf§f90 


Rao and the rout 


T ie cover siory. After ihe 
-r)u/(18 —24 Decem¬ 
ber ). should be an cyc- 
opener lor complacent Con¬ 
gressmen who tend to brush 
aside the Deccan debacle as 
a regional issue. 

Wh i I e the dc feat i s a i esu 11 
ol the corruption and 
io%liiing, it has to be conce¬ 
ded thai neither the Janaia 
Dal in Kanuiluka nor the 
Tclugu IX'sain in Andhra 
Pnidesh can deliver the 
giKMis, as they an* jusi by* 
piodiicis of the sp<‘nianciHis 
ou I burs I oIiIk |V<iplc m 
these two stales against I he 
('oiigrcss thugs The Janata 
Dill will crumble under ihc 
wvigln ol Its own inlighting 
and lust I or power; the 
I c Kigu I )esan i w 1 11 e ol lapse 
under the weight of all the 
pioniises ihal it has made In 
Ihe clevtorale and which it 
wilh certainly, fail to keep 
However, ii has lo be con¬ 
fessed (lull things arc not 
hnght tor N ara s i mha Kiio at 
the moment It seems fatcil 
that M.I.. Putedar, Kaipnaih 
Rui, Rajesh Pilot and Arjun 
,Singh will be his pall¬ 
bearers. OurifuJecistvc PM 
will not he able to match the 

NRTMlflilM Rm: hit 4«y t 
irtnMiwfctrtd 



capricious bnins of power- 
mongers worling against 
him even with his incisive 
inieUcct, The PM cansUrt 
cou mi ng his days in office, 
a^ he will he ousted any day 
now 

US. ty*r. B0>gMfen 

(KtmMkMi 

Mad* for each 
other 

read wnh inicrest the inter¬ 
view otXakshnu Parvati 
{Hklhif! /he < rrjl, IH 24 
IXvcmheri 

Behind every successful 
man (here isa woman. Laksh* 
mi Parvati. the second wife 
ofN.T Rama Rau.ha.s prov¬ 
ed this old saying right. Her 


thi rd majon ly i n the A ndhra 
Pradesh Assembly, and i (eel 
that she should be given a* 
pan of this credit It seems 
that she is the good fairy with 
the inagic wand. And the 
most wonderful thing is that 
she seems to have nu puliti 
cal ambitions. 

{was pleasantly surprised 
lo read that she wailies Rama 
Rao'.s feel in public. It seems 
to me ihai she u trying lo fol¬ 
low the ideals set by Sita and 
Savitri. And I feel Atal Bcha- 
ri Vajpayee is right when he 
says that marriage h&s 
brought hoih Parvati and 
Lakshmi to NTR. 

V.K. OtyaidM Bpmbtr 
(IBah§ri$Mra} 


Not a magician 

■ regularly follow and admi¬ 
re Vir Sanghvi's columns, 
bui the one on godmen needs 
some correclHms (.Seusnrt of 
/hef:<Hhum,{ \ 1 — 17 
December) 

Should wx bother about 
and question the personal 
and s|uritual freedom of 
Pninc Minister Rao. Pr^i- 
deni Shanna, MrPalkhivuU 
and other lens and thousands 
of Ihc intelligentsia to odtire 
Sr S jthya 5ai Baha. the grea- 
test ^ritual genius of our 
limes'* Tod.iy there arc over 
IKO million followers from 
every wJk of life who are 
witness to Sai Boha'aself- 


and spiniual leader. 

The Haha's act ions are 
totally ^IRess and for 
universe good. His universi¬ 
ty impurb quality education 
free of 1 harge and has earned 
a mputalioo for upholding 
the highcsl siaodards. 
human values and character. 

Prof. B-V Paiiabhinmi. 
president of the Bhanil 
Magic Circle, has rightly 
said. "We magicians per- 
fc»m trick \ to m^c the real 
appear as unreal, and unreal 
as real, and charge Ihc public 
ForenicRitinmenl. whereas 
Sal Baha peril h ms genuine 
miracles free of charge and 
for enlightenment Perhaps 
dui is w hy people, including 
the inU'liigentsia.cmvc to 



les.s role as an educator 



husband has secured a two* 



tol BnBi; n Bwiulno Mint 

touch the feet of Sai Baba 
and not magicians.' 

llie col u mn i St may I ike to 
set OS ide a few dayto lake a 
trip to Puiiapiirii to sec for 
himself the Truth (SathyaV 
C. ffoflun#^. eofWii^0O0ra/o/ 
Mfo, Shdan (tnOenMiB) 


What's the right 
word? 


W nh reference to the 
cover Riory PoUiia 
ami m tmey {27 November— 
3 December), I would like lo 
point out that prostitutes, 
with the help of a slight 
change in name (ii is now 
political ly correct u> refer lo 
them as ‘sex workers’), have 
acquired a new professional 
dignity. These women mere¬ 
ly sell their b'jdies in onfer ui 
earn a living. The people 
your story mentions sell 
their sou I s in order lu suti sfy 
their greed Which is worse? 

Neveriheless it is time we 
had more such pseudonyms 
to professionalise practition¬ 
ers of the ubiquitous "comip- 
lion ”, Here are some that I 
have onempted ^ 

• Corrupt politician: com¬ 
mercial longue-wogger 
e Corrupt minisierpori: bar¬ 
rel of self-aggrandizement 
• Comipi journalist: ca.sh- 
n-ckny COTCspondent 
• Corrupt liaison man; 
pimp-emel 

If. A. Ranpaiiragiy. Pannayhv- 
nt$(OSAf 


•uNO*v» 





■ IhtCooptuhn 
•Iwiyi lurvived oo the 
mw|e </f being pro^poor, 
btu over the list few yeen. 
kJm druficAJly changed 
tobbngpro-ri^. 

Rajzsn Pilot. Union 
mMster of sSaSe/or home 

■ lyA ratripm Aj}Ufl has 
been Mi| paper irrows m 

«'U| eldei brother 
IMiijWra but without 

S^uotm 

V&JfT SATHt./ortVf 


Union minister, reocting tp 
Arjm Singh's resignasipn 
fromtheOAinet 

■ 1 am MM istuifkg any 
ihreii or giving any 
utdmauux)...thia ia 
Mi>ograbtf agaiflA myielf. 

N.D.T[WAia.l/PCCc«</: 
on Wa decision toquiihu 
post if the pony high 
commas conxirmes to 
ignore his demandfor 
yvithdrawing support to the 
UP regime 

■ We consider them as 
vdut they are: merely as 
petty, posillanjinous 
pinpricks. 

jAYATALrniA. Ttmit Nadu 
chief minister, on 
GtT^erTtorChknrio Reddy's 
threoi to dismiss her 
go'Nmment * 

S lamboldiAgamhror 
which reflects a 
pock-marked face of 


political, admininntive 
and sundry ocher 
inRieutkns of India. 

Tif.S£SHAN.c^ 

€/ccricvi commssioner 

■ 1 am prepared to cloae 

down rather than nm a 

Utnping^ine. 

* 

Russ Mom. ctoimim of 
Alt India ortdindktn 
Airiines, at a meeting nith 
representatives <4Air 
Iridia trade unions 

■ Wc«e two great 
(urions and we wan to 

keep the border vey 
peaceful. 

SHA^KAa Roy 

CiiownnuRY. chief of 
army staff, on Sitkhindian 
retasions 

P The umputsacaKl like 
PdDmofstsMty, 
decIMAg to oplaht wfay 
In ihetr opinion a paitiadar 
batsman was not out. Their 


whole HUM ude is wruig. 

^MYl^NJRb'KAH 
after being ordered 
offthefieidby the umpire 
for distent, in the west zone 
Rar^i Trophy league match 

■ The tnosi intricately 
planned poUdcal tally 
can't match the crowds 
film stars cm draw. We 
have the power 10 rock the 
world when we get 
togethtf. 

AhTTABH 6ACHQWt,>U« 


Star 
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Now preserved for you. By TARGETT 

Darjeeling Salute. Fre^h from the enchanting 
Himalayan slopes. And Assam Salute. Premium 
CTC Teas from Assam. Both worldclass 
blends, Preserved exclusively for you by the 
connoisseur in teas. TARGETT. The experts in 
tea casting, blending and buying for over 
3 decades. 


For ultimate freshnessi 

we sell only by mail order. 
Packed in rc'usable Pearlpet jars, after 
we receive your order, the teas are 
hand delivered to you. That'.s fresh. 

Tm* pecked by RomijuMe Tm Co. 


worldclass toothbrushes for you. 

Free TARGETT toothbrushes 

' a cut above. 

And every pack comes wnli 4 TARGETT 
t<x)thhrtishes, free. Gennan'designed, made on 
German machines, with imfK>rted American 
Dupimt bristles. Your mom mgs with TARGETT 
will now be so much fresher f 


So, rush in your enquiry 
and Kiok your jars of 
Assam Salute and 
Darjeeling Salute. And Ji 
get free TARGETT y/ 
rix>thbrushes. // 
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NEWSBEA 



Fair or fquI? 

Several Akali factions renew their demand for Khalistan at Fatehgarh Sahib 



chief. Dr Gunnit Singh Aulakh. in two 
of his pre&s staiements. has W4mc4l 
India (hai Ihe country woukl ihe way 
of Russia if it JhJ nu( accept ihr dcmunil 
for KhajisUn and those raised hy 
Muslim guerrillaK fighiiHg in Kashmir. 
AuUkh is alMk seeking dw suppon of 
Senators in WashingUMi hacking the 
demand fur Sikh autnrtomy 

This has found echoes in ihe CoO' 
gress. loo, with a party MP fri>m Pun* 
jab, Jagmii Singh 8rjr. backing it. Brar 


T he demand for a separate Sikh 
state called KhaJistan has come up 
again two years after the govern* 
ment stamped out Sikh militancy in 
Punjab 

Simranjit Singh Mann is the only 
Akali leader now openly espousing the 
cause of Sikh independence from India. 
He has also declared that only those par¬ 
ly worken naming Khalistan as their u I li* 
mate goal would gel tickets for the 
Assembly and Lok Sabha polh, 

Mann impressed upon 
the Sikh clergy of Akal 
Takht to gel llw demand 
for a sovereign Sikh state 
included in the declara¬ 
tion made in May 1994 
from the highest tempo¬ 
ral seat of the Sikhs. The 
declarulion was a goal set 
hy various faciiims of the 
Akali Dal united under 
the banner of Akali Dal 
(AmrilsarJ. 

But for the Badal fac¬ 
tion. all other groups are 
signatory to the 
document. Though 
leaders like Surjeei Singh 
Bamala and Capiain 
Anirinder Singh do not 
raise this issue anymore, Sinvanjit 
Singli Mann is still bent on a separate 
state. 

He fired his latest salvo at the ior 
Sahib Mela at Fatehgarh Sahib. The 
rnelu is held in memory of the two youn¬ 
ger .sons of Guru Gobind Singh, who 
were bricked alive in Fatehgarh Sahib 
by the Mughals. When thousands of 
Sikhs gathered at the fair welcomed 
Mann's call, the police charged him 
with sedition. 

The underground Babhar Kbolsa 
JnicmationaJ (BKI), for its part, sought 
Pakistani Prime MiniMcr Benazir Bhut¬ 
to's help in its campaign for Khalistan. 
Newspaper reports quoting a BKl press 
release say that the organisation has 
pledged to Bhutto that Khalistan would 
be carved entirely out of Indian soil and 
not an inch would be taken from 
Pakistan. 

Meanwbik*. the Council of Khalistan 


sovereign state will satisfy the Sikhs. 
We Sikhs ore being di^icnminaieU again¬ 
st hy the majority Hindus. The killers of 
Sikh youth in Punjab are moving 
amund in uniforms and killers of innoc¬ 
ent Sikhs in ihc 1984 Delhi riots are mov¬ 
ing around with armed escorts. And you 
think wc would live here?" said an 
angry Mann to Sunoat. 

Praka.sh S ingh B tidal i s pi uy ing a di ffe • 
rtm gairbc altogether. He has taken on 
the Sikh clergy by not agreeing to the 


The decUratiof) made in Mav 
1994 fcM* Khalistan wasa goal set 
by the varioos Akali factions 
united under the banner of the 
Akali Dal (Amritsar) 


has also urged the Pn me M mister lo apn- 
logise foe Operation Blue Star. 

With the C'eniral Reserve Police For¬ 
ce moving out of the state and ibe situa¬ 
tion rRHinal enough to pcrniii traffic 
even at inidnight any group with milit¬ 
ant intent can lake advantage of slacked 
security measures and create renewed 
trouble. 

More than 20.0U0 people died in the 
1 4 yean ofblo^y bank forindepmijen- 
ce. "Nothing kfs than a separate Sikh 


Akul Tukhi diktats lo unite under one 
banner, DcNjuie the best of efforts, 
Badal emerged a winner in (he Assemb¬ 
ly hy-el eel ions. He is following the path 
of a moderator with an eye to power in 
Punjab within the purview of the 
Republic of India. 

Insiead of 'Sikh’, he is using Ihe 
word 'Punjabi' while talking about dis- 
criminaiion against his people and laun¬ 
ched a Punjab Buchao Yaira for which 
he was ^m.^lcd. 

With (be piilitical scene hotting up 
uinI (he demand for Khalistan gaining 
rmjfncniuin at different religkO-pc^iUcel 
gatherings, the government was lef) 
with no other option than to extend 
K. P. S. G iir s term a» the Punjab directed- 
general of police. 

And with the Baisakhi keoson com¬ 
ing up, chief minister Beam Singh has a 
loi to w<>n> about. • 

Hmry $9Hik/Chmt0gmfi 
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fPERSONALITY) 



.^^It Mian 
(extreme righO is the 
supr^'^e leader of 
millions of Sunni 
Muslims in India and 
abroad, but unlike his 
more articulate 
compatriot Imam 
Bukhari, he prefers to 
keepalow profile and 
rarely speaks from 
public platforms 


MORE FURY THAN 

SOUND 


Y ou need not h< a rundumcn' 
tall St with radical views to 
make j mark. And you 
need not dabhk in politics 
to cam tor yourself a lar^ 
following. Maulana Abul Hasun AU 
Nadwf. popularly known as Ali Mian, is 
the supreme leader of miMions of Sunni 
Muslmvs in India and abroad, but unlike 
hi^ more articulate compairioi Imam 
Bukhari, be prcfco to keep a low profile 
and rarely speaks from public platforms. 

But Iasi month. Ali Mian chose to 
.speak out. The provocal i on was the 1 ntel • 
Ugence Bureau (IB) ra*d on Lucknow's 
prestigious Nadwa College, a premier 
institution for Islamic studies, of which 
Ali IS (he rector. The IB sleulhs were 
apparently ItHiking for Kashmiri rnilK* 
anis and Pakistani agenis who were 
rcponedly hiding in the college premi¬ 
ses. Hie sleuths were tipped off by some 
Kashmih extremists who were caught in 
Uttar Pradesh a few weeks back. In the 
end. of course, the cops had to return 
empty'handed, leading Ali Mian and 
many others to allege that the swoop 

avNosvft- im 


You may noi have heard 
of him. but Ali Mian has 
been working quietly to 
spread the message of 
communal harmony 

was organised only to di screJii the i nx i • 
(ution. "It wa> not only the 102‘ycar-old 
institution, but the police raid given 
a bad name to the entire nation because 
the Nadwa College is respected by Isla¬ 
mic scholars throughout the world." an 
angry Ali Mian remarked. 

In fact, much of the Nadwa College s 
international Image and prestige is due 
to Ali Mian, who himself happens to be 
a reputed Islamic scholar. He has ivtittcn 
several books on Islamic thought, histo¬ 
ry and liter^ure. many of which are cum* 
pu\sory reading in prestigious Islamic 
institutions alt over the w^d. Ali Mian 
writes in Arabic, but hiv books have 
been translated m languages ranging 


from Pjiglish, Persian and HmJMu Ger¬ 
man, French and Spanish, Today, 
hundreds of scholars fmm abroad come 
to Nadwa Col lege to take lessons iothco* 
logy from Ali Mion and his team of 
lecturers, 

F ounded by Ali Mian's fuilicr more 
Ihan lUlycars ago. tlK'Nadwa Colle¬ 
ge was c.s(ahli.shed with the lofty aim of 
“iwidving the difTcmnccs between the 
ulema for creating an envirunmcnt of 
unity and csM)pcraliun and fur bringing 
about suitable changes in ihc uuidated 
syllabus of Arabic inadrawtss". And 
Lucknow wa.s theobvjous choice for the 
site of tbc institution because of its old 
and trodiiiunal lies with (be Muslim cul¬ 
ture and ethyls. 

Iniiiniing rrforms, ihrn. was (he spin( 
behind (he Nadwa College As All Mnin 
says, 'One <>f our objectives was to 
make suitable changes in the syllabus of 
Islamic ihculogical institutions in order 
to bring tbc.m in line with ihc changing 
conditions uf the modem world and to 
see how religious cducaiion could be 




KHSONALITY 


'*1116 fonnatkm d the temple tnist is uiifo^ 

and uncalled for" 


Eminent Islamic scholar Ali Mian on Ayodhya and other issues concerning 

the Muslims 


Ati Mian, tvAo M a non- 
(Uscfipt lown caiUd Takiya og fUu 
Bartii In Uttar Pradesh, u the mdiS' 
puttd leader cf miUlone of Smni 
Muilins oil over the worUL He 
wields a let of power, but pre^rs to 
mainsain a tow profile. TV 
96*year’Old thedofist and Islamic 
scholar is also the president of the 
All tndia Muslim Personal Iaw» 
Board. AU Mian recently spoke to 
SvstOAYoi his residence on a wide 
range of issues involving the 
Muslims in India. Excerpts: 


SuHbkVi Do yon fed ihd MneHni 
la ladb haet teea glvcfi a raw 

Mr 

AU ^fl8ai I have never Mid (hat 


4^ The amral topreatififi aiMOf 
dia OMdariCy conununlty li that 
MMsaare a panpered loL.. 

At Why uke lucb excreme viewt. f 
do not astM whh either. In tet there 
U 00 eoeetioo of lihttJlznj bd n| pun- 
posed, for if (tel wu the case, dwy 
weald have occopied many import' 
■a poaitiooi. I fed there has been an 
jthofliience of lip sarvice but no con- 
Me measures to ui^rove their lot. 


^ Dn you hold aay perOcolar pon¬ 
ded paHy raepM We for Ihb? 

At Ido not diink any one party is dif- 
.feeaat from the odter. the 

varieOon Is only in degree, otherwise 
baiacelly each one of them was only 
‘ Miaa ted In foAberingtheir personal 


Q: then wlqr aO IN propogaada 
ted aoQM potttkal pjutiee have 
NcB rtaortiog (e Wataat appeaae- 
ncolof the mLwrlly comannltyT 
At Ithlte the media are equiJVym- 
poaaible for ipreadinf die canard 
the press needs to be iBore objective 
and uoUaMd ki its approach. I fttl 
that a lot of things are distoned or 
even blown out of proportion. And 


even kadiog oewspapen have done 
this whb me. while ondmnining oor 
efforts to promote oommuoal aniity 
and barmony. I have been tnvdlmg 
all over the world and 1 have never 
espedenced this kind of a lieauneol 
anywhere else. 


Q:DoyoQMteateBChalaf*port* 
liif waa done abo in the caae of the 
raced polica raid on tN Luefcaow- 
bmad Nadwa CoScfe at blank 
Stndba, of which you are Use rector. 






f A 1. 


"Today's jxditkiaiis have a 
very narrow objective— 
votes and self<iiiUrest— 
and to achieve their goal, 
they are willing to go to any 
lagth 


A: Of course, Oiings ice ml cidy 
WovkO but df propor ti on but wt an 
often nOlqueaed, 


Q: Bote tdon 
Pltoe «d UF 




hfniayan Singh Yadav have been 
pleadlag Ignorance about tbc raid 
carrM avt jointly by the IntcUkg* 
ence Bureau and the UP polke.. 

A: I do not believe that such an action 
could be taken without the know¬ 
ledge of ill those sifting at the hdm 
of affairs. 1 am the rector of the 
Nadwa College and to think that 
anything could happen or any 
de^ion be taken without my knmv- 
ledge would be uoimaginaWe.. 


Qi Arc you satisfied with the 
action taken by the central and 
stale governnients agalnat ofTklub 
who have been held responsible for 
the raid? 

A: The action was misplaced and use- 
leu. 1 am not interested in punitive 
action against any official, yet I 
would want the message to go down 
the rang that wteiever was done was 
uncalled for and condetnnable. 1 am 
not opposed to (he raid, but the mao- 
aar in v^ikb it was earned out made 
tt seem (hai the Isstitmion wSa some 
kind of a havro for criminaii and 
aod-nationals. 


Qi De you lube^bf to tN com- 
Bon MuiUm peruepdon teal tNy 
•K grocMy looked at wWi 
f pido n ? 

A: I have never said that But if tfoch 
a reeling pervades* one must |sit,(o 
thegeoesist^h. 


QtWhybtesnaaaaditeaMite 
■te ititeii niiinj In teecoMyy t' ^ 
At Tte potitks of vote sod powb ;v/ 
ospoosSte for ihii fo tea. 
tar wUch pmty (hey bdwg 
ndair* poiMMe bm a 
.TOW okjacthe. And 10 icteM 
fotf. ve wUNg 10 
di. Oone ere dwdayi wba poUdd^.' '' 
oa have a conandttMM to. 

Itmad of iirlviaf to bridge dia MB' '' 

owmI divido. poUdpiau today afo ‘ 
only widening ttforthaf.. 
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PenSONALITY 



Tht Mvi CoH« 99 li UcArow: w teMc lnstltvta wtth a madam oitlaak 


Qs'Wkal.are ymir.;TWw j oo ttic 
Aid da jm 
rmtt tatiK favaaHaa dm (fM 
tt MdJa ta- biM tta t/n^ io 

ifl^mdwayi said diat we ihoatd 
abide by (he venfict of ihe coun. la 
the U^t of the fact that the loaner 
was sii!t svtjudfe*, I do consider (Ik 
I brmaitioA of the tampte am m 
mfait and uncalled for. 


integrated with the cultural process of 
(he conuiiuni(y. Yei another aiiti was (o 
examine the princi^es of the Shariat 
with a view to infusing dynamism in the 
Islamic legal sysiera." 

Perhaps U is because o( this fresh 
approach and modem outlook that 
Nadwa College is even more popular 
with scholars abroad than the country's 
oldest schod tor Islamic studies in 
bandh in the Saharanpur district of Unar 
Pradesh. 

Interestingly, though Nawda is an 
Islamic institution, students have to lake 
up English and Hindi besides Urdu at 
tlK primary artd secondary levels. And 
subjects like arithmetic, geography and 
science are also taught as pan of (Ik curri¬ 
culum. According to AU Mian, the 
Nadwa College can be compared to the 
fiurukuis of yesteryears. 

Where does the Nadwa College gel its 
funds from? Some people say that it gets 
large sums of money from abroad. But 


Lucloiow, preferring to slay in his home 
aiTakiya. a small village Rac Bareli, 
where he runs acoupic of fmti/osas. 

One issue that the mau/dlu flharorried 
about nowadays is the steady^folrttgi' 
nali&ation of poiific.s. Ali Mian sa^s^k 
al 1 the politick parties are to be h^ res¬ 
ponsible for driving a wedge betwdcR, 
the Muslims and the Hindus. Even sf 
this age, he travels round the country par¬ 
ticipating in seimnars and debates. And 
the message is the same everywhere: 
(here is an urgent need for communal har¬ 
mony, otherwise rhe counuy will fall 
apan. 

Ali Mian has even fonned a non- 
political organisation called the Payam- 
e-msaniyat. The main (ask of the forum 
is to organise seminars, conveniiims and 
social gatherings where eminent people 
from all walks of life arc asked to speak 
on issuesconcering both the Hindus and 
the Muslims. 

But by nature, Ali Mian is pubhcjly- 


- lAd ! Imm timif doM dii 
'9Bf *«|aiiUAloc dtia Pay hm - 
^bs•rdy•t wUch w deteMd ba 
atm tfcoauBuailvdn'MtdhgnDO- 

Then U Dot one ou^.clcy ki thu 
eoMMy'whtte we haveot oiya an 
eftet ID propogate the m e aia g c 
tteo^ leraiMn and confercooea,. 

Dob*I yoo tUak H wouM be 
wwtbwhlk If aoDK prooUnant 
Hindu liliMi coaid ilirhriaatirlal 
ad Id Cbc DMvamant 

Al Certainly, I would want chat In 
fact, wheo I met the Shankandavya 
in Madras sometime back. 1 discuss 
ed the issue with him and be too agre¬ 
ed that there was an uigeot ntt6 to 
remove misgivings bcrweco (be two 
communities. 


All Mian says this » not true. "So far 
there has beim no foreign funding and 
we have also turned down ofTcrs from 
stale govemrrwnis including the 
Muiayam Singh Yadav regime. TV col¬ 
lege's annual expenditure of about Rs I 
crore is met from donations coHecled by 
our own fund-collectors called st^etrs, 
who travel round the country.* Ali Mian 
said. 

Ali Mian, of cour^, does not live in 




diy and hv says that he would niiher do 
.some c^msiruclive work from behind- 
the-scene rather than make a big show of 
nothing. Kor the first Umu in many, 
many years, he has actually come for¬ 
ward to condemn the government's 
action in Nadwa College. Bui then, he 
genuinely felt Uui the aulhoricics were 
in the wrong and needed to be ticked 
off. • 

BMfit C km^ m/ lMCkn^w 

_j 
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NEIGHBOURS 


THE CRISIS 
KARACHI 


Pakistan orders the closure of the Indian 
consulate in the city to divert attentionfrom 
mounting internal problems 


W h«n Pakistan cloud 
dosvfl its consulate in 
Bombay some months 
ago wttboui giving 
any icasoo for doing 
so, the Indian f<Keign office said il 
wasn't the end of the suxy. Rocked by 
ifliemat disturhanccs acid mounting 
Oppohinon demands for her head. Beno* 
/ir Rhuilo was a Prinw Minisier under 
siege. And internationally. Bhutto's 
a'peated attempts to raise the Kashmir 
issue got only a lukewarm response. 

"She huK no option. She will continue 
to ultack ImJiu on Hclilious grounds 
because that's the only way she con sur¬ 
vive in her <iwn country " said an MRA 
{ministry of external uffairsi oTficial 
then. 

Sure enough. Bcna/.ir acted predict u- 
hi y. On Decc m her, the Paki ^tan i foir- 
ign secretary. Najmuddin Shaikh, 
annonneed that dll 18 members of the 
Indian consulate in Karachi had been 


declared pfr\i»ui non 
inicrfering in the iniemal 
affaiis of Pakistan, They 
were asked lo pock up 
and leave the country in 
the next ten days. 

'The government of 
Pakistan has been left 
w ah no opt ion hii t to c xer* 
ciso the right to demand 
(he closure of the Indian 
o vi.sulutc-gcnci al i n 

Karachi. Obviously, we 
cannot allow a centre for 
sabotage, suhsersion and 
tem'nsm to continue to 
operate within Ptkistan. " 
Shaikh argued. 

If these were huish 
words. India's response 
was even harsher lishigh 
commissioner in 

Pakistan, Saiish 1.amhah, 


gnita for 


said the step was "extremeand unwarrafi' 
ted". He added that *(hedecision is unila* 
teral...Unfo(tuftately. the worst viciinks 
of the measure will be members of the 
divided funilies of the two natinm'', dri¬ 
ving home the poignancy of the dtlem* 
ma that a vast majority of the people of 
Sindh now face. 

In December alone, more than 150 
people have died in Karachi following a 
contpicte breakdown of law and order. 
The reasons fur ihts are inlemal to 
Pakistan. But India cooiirwcs to he 
drawn into the vortex of a problem that 
the two countries can ihrwdi out jointly 
but show a curitws rcluctaiKe to do w. 

T he story of the crisis in Sindh goes 
hock to 197^ when Soviet tanks rolh 
cd into Afghanistan, beginning the first 
phase of a total dislocation of Afghan 
society and uprooting more than fi ve mil¬ 
lion people 

The Afghans' entire resistance muve- 
ment poured across the borders into 



Troops patrolllog Ktracfcl: lalllflf to rortoro low aod ordir 



Pakistan, which found reeling* 

ufxScr the shock of hjvmg lu cope with a 
population which wus militum. armed 
and cullurally diNtincl from Piikistan's 
veiy own. 

Afghan refugees were sciilcJ in three 
provinces - the North Wcsl Frontier 
Province. Baluchi.siun and Puiijuh. The 
hcavily-armed iiKtcenar- 
les now olleied (heir ser¬ 
vices lo those Pakislani 
poliiiciiuts could 

afford ihcm. 

A leader of the Pak i sia- 
nl O^wsition, Wall 
Khan, is on record a I leg* 
ing that Afgh&i guerrillas 
were used by (he ruling 
parly not only to wage 
war across (he border, but 
also for sdencing the 
Opposition in Pakistan. 

The assimiliaiion of 
the refugees in Pakistani 
society did lake place but 
it led to unforeseen con¬ 
sequences. The distinc¬ 
tion between the Pakida- 
ni Paihans and the 
Afghan refugees became 
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blurred m mirk areas, urnl thc> uniivd 
against bigger comrnunUies in cili* 
cs Ukc Karachi 

Karachi n major bu)ir)ess and 
trade ccniru, was not u monnbth. Ii Nous* 
cd I he PushiU'Spcjkmg PMhans and the 
DrdU'Spcaking Mohajirs. it was also the 
home uf ihc i>riginal Sindh is of 
Pakistan [n this seething cauldron, 
when more refugees sell led to claim a 
slice of the economic cake, there was 
bound to be an explosion. In fact, there 
were several. 

The dominant community m Sindh 
were the Siodhis. the original inhahii- 
ants of the area. They were later joined 
by the Mohajirs (literally, refugees) or 
tlwse who went across from the eastern 
slates of Bangladesh after 1972 and opt¬ 
ed to settle in Pakistan. 

Over a period of umc, the Mohajirs 
were accepted by the Sindhis as pan of 
their community. This was as much for 
political reasons as from a fear that if 
allowed to retain their disiinci charxter. 
the Mohajirs might eventuafly outnum¬ 
ber them. 

But the breaking point came when the 
Puthan Afghans suitled in Sindh. The on* 
ginal Mohajirs were poor. The Afghans. 


though refugees, were rKh. The Moha¬ 
jirs wanted and had ac<|uired a stake in 
the social, economic, educational and 
cultural milieu of the region. The 
Afghans hod none of this and yet enjoy¬ 
ed u dcarec t>f politkal ckiut 

Pakistani Prime Mlalsltr Baeazlr 
Blwttg: stw itHI has the wv te win 



All this led to friction. ITie Mohajirs 
formed the Mohajir Quami Movement 
and began demanding their rights. They 
joined forces w i th the S indhis and ansen • 
ed that 8» (he original supporters of the 
Mu^im League, they were more com* 
mined to the ideals of Pakistan then the 
Paihans. 

The Movement for the Rcsloraiion <if 
Democracy <MRD) begun from .Sindh. 
Its underlying agenda was to have u 
slake in the power structure in Islama¬ 
bad comrrwnsurale with its evunomic. 
political and ethnic presence in Pakislun. 

I ndia ihiHight this was u good opponu- 
nit) to intervene. In IW.ailhchctglU 
of the MRD in Pakistan. Indira Oundhi 
declared (hat she was sympaiheiic to the 
Sindh-based movemvni. Tn (kmonsiru* 
le her sympathy, a World Sindhi Confer¬ 
ence was hosi^ in New Delhi that year. 

All this wa.s bound to annoy Ihtkistari. 
And Benarir Bhutto never tires of point¬ 
ing out that the Indian Research and Ana- 
lysis Wmg is behind every ouibursl of 
ethnic viedence in Sindh. 

orcourse, this has been the Pakistani 
refrain regardless of wbkh party has 
been in power in (siamabad. At present, 
Benazir Bhutto is caught in the vsme 
dilemma. Karachi threatens lu slip out of 
her hands. Armed pngs rule the streets. 
She has u wafer-thin majority in the 
Pakistani Parliament and i\ hureffoas 
10 internationalise the Kashmir is^ue 
have failed. 

And in her struggle to remain in 
power, (be expuhiem of the Indians from 
the Karachi consulate is a useful politi¬ 
cal device. But what seems to have pass¬ 
ed every<M>e by isthe fact that on its lean 
days, ihe consulaic in Karachi used to 
process 80 to 1 00 v i sa appi ications a day. 

All (hose who now i^ply fev a visa to 
come to India will have to (ravel all the 
way to Islamabad and possiUy stay 
(here for several days before they can 
visit their families in India. As always, 
the decision token by rulers has hit ilie 
poor (he most. 

The disbanding of the consulate m 
Karachi is yet another way of c in umven- 
ting a dialogue with India. Kor India, it is 
an index of Bhutto's despcraiion 
But in her hurry to win the buttles. 
Bhutto voems to have forgotten that she 
Kill has the war to win. • 
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SurrtadtrM acthlstt (• a Mtatlni: givlag up trail at tla|klwwa*t lastanca? 


Parting ways 

The VLFA in Assam is on the verge of another split 


F licuoni) rcud5 among the 
nonh-easi’s myriad guerrilla 
outfits are as common as their 
sharpshooters' expertise in 
pulling off spectacular ambu* 
shes. Records show how the Mi zo Natio¬ 
nal Front (MNF). National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (NSCN) and the 
Peoples Liberation Army (PLA) have 
reeled under periods of bloody purges 
and splits in the past. 

Assam's home-grown insurgents, 
organised under banner of the dreaded 
United Liberation Front of Assam 
(ULFA), have also not been imrnutte to 
this infighting. That the wily chief mini¬ 
ster of Assam. Hiieswar Saikia. divided 
the banned ULFA, arranged (he surren¬ 
der of its members dimng the past three 
years, and helped m the formation of a 
new body comprising the surrendertes, 
is recent history to need any 
recapitulation. 

Inielligerwe update now reveals that 


the ULFA is again on the brink of ano¬ 
ther split. 

Reports say that ULFAchainnan Ara- 
binda Rajkhowa. and his charismatic 
c«nmander-in<hicf Paresh Bama. are 
now poised to part ways. Barua Is now in 

ULFA clifcfiBH AfibludB RilUma 
(ipCMd ftm riiM): a mv approacli 



Bangladesh, and many eyebrows were 
raised among the ULFA-watchers in 
CuwahalJ when neither he nor his loyal¬ 
ists were invited by Rajkhowa at an 
important conclave in west Myanmar 
held two ntonths ago. RaJkhDwa has 
since then shifted to the Serna areas in 
Nagaland, and does not appear to be 
inclined to join hi s colleagues now hiber¬ 
nating in Bangladesh. 

Rajkhowa is keeping Barua at arms 
length as the chairman is reportedly not 
pleased with his C-in-C*s total allegian¬ 
ce to the Pakistani bter Services Intellig¬ 
ence (ISI). While the ULFA army chi^ 
does not object to being guided by the 
ISI on tactical matters. Rajkhowa's rec¬ 
ent activities confirm the report that he 
wants his 200-$(rong arm^ gang to 
chan out an independent course. 

The differences betsveen the two in 
fact began in early ]d93 when Rajk- 
howa wanted (o recast the outfit's const!* 
luiioA. The chairman, always more 
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MOftT ^1* jwh«<v 










moderate than h>s belligerent C‘in-C. 
wanted to give the organisation a less 
strident direction by taking up mass- 
based programmes which would 
involve the people. 


Untted they stand 


Militant ou^ts in the north-eastform a new front 

cotaphiwi NSCN (JG»pl«n| 
froup), the United Ubmion Pram 
0 ^ Mcnpur (UNLF) and the United 
UlSention Front of Attam (ULFA), 
with tbe prime objective of liberal 
fionh-eut lodia and western parte m 
Mymmu. 

However, the IBRF failed to take 
off and now it is as good is defuoct 
Intelligence sources here warp that 
these underground outfiis may 
launch a major offensive against the 
security forces to worsen the law and 
order oiuation in the entire region. 


A nother development that did not go 
unnoticed was the pninacy that the 
followers of the ^liain ULPA leader 
Kink Jyoli Mahaniu were now enjoying 
in the set up. Of late, the relations bet¬ 
ween the followers of Bania and Mahan- 
ta were not cordial, and much to the 
chagrin of the Dhaka-buved C-in-C. 
important positions are now being carv¬ 
ed out to the Mahanta* loyalists by 
Rajkhowa. 

Another arcs of difference bel^vec^ 
these rebel stalwarts centres around the 
ticklish matter whether the ULFA 
should respond to the periodic peace- 
feelers to it from Hiicswar Saikia. and 
negotiate with the aulhoriiies fn^n ns 
present position of strength. There are 
reports that the ULFA chairman is redifi- 
ning his positu>n, and may not be averse 
to h<ilding preliminary talks with the 
govcmmcni on political autonomy of 
Assam instead nt pcrsivienily harping 
on the sece.'*sionisi outcry. 

In the power >iruggle against Bama, 
Kajkhowa has rcpnricdly enlisted the 
vital support of Rishiraj 5mha. the assist- 
an I general sccrrlary nhhc oulHl. 

That Kajkhow u is keen on a talk is evi- 
dcnl frtim the s|vite of surrenders of the 
ULFA cadres. Al least three ULFA 
g^nlp^ came overgriHimi at Goal para 
iind Barpeta lust month, expressing dis¬ 
enchantment with (he life underground, 
sending shockwaves in the Barua camp 
in Dhaka According to Assam Police 
DIG, Asim Roy, two more ULFA 
groups are waiting in the wings to 
surrender. 

This is not the firsi lime that Rajk- 
howa is at loggerhetids with Barua, a 
footbal Icr-tu raed-rcvol ulionary. 

With Rajkhowa and Barua away from 
Assam, the ULFA no longer appears as a 
well-knit and centralised My. As a 
result, district units now ara more or le&s 
striking out on their own 
Though the ULFA iv still recniiting 
mcmbe(» for training in Naguland al the 
hands of its Naga insurgent allie?^, and 
occasionally engaging its cadres in 
urban warfare, such fKtionalism does 
not augur well for the organisation. 
With this devclopmeni. the insurgency 
scenario in Assam may not be the same 
again. • 

teffaou fffKwb/iMar 


country*! oonh-eaiL Now 6e 
NSCN, (be moc wetl^rgubed guer- 
rU la Mt-t^ hi tbe codooy. has forul- 
ly jornedfaiAda with ala loauiienl out¬ 
fits of five no<th*«uten lUtes and 
formed a united front lo take on the 
Indian Army. 

The new frooL called Self Defen¬ 
ce United ProM of the Sooib-eisi 
Himalayan Region fSDUFSEHR). 
came into being at a jciM meeting 
convened by Tb. Muii^ the NSCN 
general HCRWy. on 30 November. 

Signatories id die declaration of 
tbe new con^onefttioo included 
leader! of Kao^ Yawol Kama Lop 
(KYKL) of Manipur. Hyaneivtrep 
A'Chik Uberaiion Council (HALC) 
of MeghaltyA NMioDd Liberation 
Prom ^ Tripun (NLFT) cf Tripura, 

Kifbi National Veriuntem (KNV) of 
Asavn. Hmv People’s C«vention 
(HPC) of MisDrim md National 
Democratic Fkoot (NIXO of Bodo- 
land in Assam. 

The declarKkxi of SDUT^HR ___ 
proclaimed that it waa foraed to miKttfWK WNIm IMWI 
nghiandresistwhMSi^cdM'bdi- iHW|Wt irMp 
aitexpansioo* and Indian state terror- , ... . 

^brwben-in.«nwil»ple<^ 

->o su»d up >g*iM Into 

c>aBO(thei^ui»ilpeoplr^ UN. the NSW u to toSbyi. 
free-. T* 

»bich will cqjoy apnl 2 mi. hive J* them lo ur 

>rcedtoc«^LttiU«nvii>esiad "Bvaieot 

fQhi against the lodiM Army. ^ a.va. 

uninJDKMty to«d 

couvenofirfflieftootwliichfippons ^**11 

the‘l7etdoinimia)e'o(<i»P^ cd . Uhtoon Army 0 

of Jumu Md^Kiitamr^ .htoia»ep»nnttorg»u^ 

KhalUon end odmr movoDeBU (or ^ f »«•»««««» Indn lo U 

jbiiltod. UianklwKl Hid ^ , 

With file Itol devetopnwn 

Thi< if ihe Mcood joint poqi of 

tebdowfniotbeDolKs^ «« ow f« the « 

yean ago. the In^Btuma Rav^ mooma. 

Ooemty Front (IBRF) was fbcBKd iQMnfMMRmAflkngM 


UJitioVVIM 
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UANI SHANKAR AIYAR 


An Indian Tall^rand 




I 


Deshmukh and the 
assassination of 
Rajiv Gandhi 


Of course, a civil 
servant ts expect* 
ed u> serve who- 
ever bis maskr ». 
Bui when one boss 
(H is Lssussinaied and 
A Ihe other boss is 

M ibe stage* sciti.*r for 
** ibe assassination, 

“— ^ - ' surely even a civil 

servant (especially one who is on eaten* 
sion) need not rush to expatiate the lot* 
ter*s guilt Deshmukh had his say in TV 
Himtusian Times some time ago. I rcpli* 
ed through this column, He again had 
his say in bis book. 1 kept quiet. Bui 
when he insists on a OutsSt Cofumn t<i 
trot out the same lame excuses, then. 1 
am afraid, it is time to take off one's 
gloves and say now It's for real. 

What an idiotic questKM Deshmukh 
has posed; "Why did the Congress not 
seek SPG cover for Rajiv Gandhi dur* 
ing Chandra Shekhar’s prime 
ministership?'* 

Did the Cmgresv avk for SPG cover 
during Rajiv Gandhi's prime mimstcr- 
ship? Did the Janata Dal :r»k for SPG 
cover during V.P, Singh's prime mini* 
siership — or ex*pfimc ministership? 
Did CHnindra Shekhar's rump ask for 
SPG cover either in November 1990. 
when he became PM -— or in June 1991 
when (tliiirtk God!) be ceased to be PM? 
Is it the job of political parties to for 
security cover** Or is it the job of govem- 
tnents to provide it? More specifically, 
is it Ibe job of secretaries to FVime Mini* 
siers to ask their bosses to proicci threate* 
ned Indians or invent excuses for llieir 
lapses when that thrcaicned Indian Is 
assasKinuied? 

AS I am not a member of Ihis govern* 
ment fal least on ihe day t wrile this*). I 
urn nut responsible for what our present 
government's Memorandum sif Action 
Taken (MAT) says or does not suy. 



Unambiguously, on the Floor of the 
House. I mox’cd the discussion in May 
199!) in which we back-benchers were 
given our cmly <ippnriunily of saying 
w'hoi was in ourhearts and minds. 

The Van«*.d Commission has conclu¬ 
sively established ihat V.P. Singh's 
government — and. therefore. B.G. 
Deshmukh. secrviary to one more 
Pn me M i nister— knew ihiuugh Decem¬ 
ber 1989 and January 1990 that there 
was no diminution in the ihteai to the 
life of ihc former Prime Minister. They 
also knew ihai there was nothing perso¬ 
nal Ir the causes of the continuing threat 
to Rjjiv (iandhi and h is family. The und i • 
minisbcd threat was exclusively on 
accoum of decisions taken by two suc¬ 
cessive governments — ih^ of his 


mother before him and those of his own 
gciveinnK*ni. 

Yet, V.P. Singh, apparently on the 
advice of the same .sccrcury who had 
no compunction about serving two 
mastcfNCvcu ifhcbeonexiensKMi. decid¬ 
ed to downgrade his successor's securi* 
ty cover knowing full well that the 
threat to the pred^csMir was infmucly 
more than to the succes.>or 

What is worse, Deshmukh app^ireni- 
ly connived at downgrading the degree 
of security provided without ordering 
any fresh threat asscs^meni. How could 
he connive in this after having been 
instrumental, in his former capacity as 
Cabinet sevreiary. in maintaining and 
strengthening Rajiv Gandhi's SPG 
cover? 


MNMVS* 1< iirawr 1M 









K-exculpatioii 




After all. Deshmukh waK Rajiv’s 
hand-picked Cabinet secretary when 
(he assassination atlempc al Rajghat on 
Gandhi Jayanii 19S6 resulted In. per¬ 
haps. the most ihonuigh and searching 
cxannnuiion of security rc^tuircmenis 
ever undertaken. How cmtld he possib¬ 
ly ac^Ulesce in g<x)d ct nscicnce in his 
new Prime Minister’s decision to with¬ 
draw the SPG without asking ihat all be 
had urged as Rajiv Gandhi's Cabinet 
sccreiaiy be at leaxt reviewed? 

WE THEN have the ndicuk'us spectacle 
of the Prime Minisicr's secretary, who 
has access to all papers going to or com* 
iflg out of Cabinet, not asking why a pro¬ 
per note hod nut been prepared for the 
Cabinet meeting which allegedly took 


the decision to Jispcn‘< with the SPG 
for Raj i V Gandhi; and the o'cn tWK ndi • 
iuloMs spectacle of this senior ci\ il sers - 
ant not querying why this civeui deci* 
sH*n was not pnipcriy nuniiietl Did 
Deshmukh hasv to dcinc<in himself so 
much to gnsji oi u few more weeks ol 
olTice (iin exiensHHif)? 

Is the civil service so bereft of 
hrmour’* Du you now see why Seshan 
thinks all his IAS collcugues urc 
call-girls? 

How could Deshmukh m>i have 
known of the lonnal Iviier wniten hs 
Rajis Gandhi*s former hvuiiI) iiiim* 
ster. P. Chidambaram. toGjun Shankar 
Bajpai. the supcr*cop handling these 
matten in the Cabinet secretariat, insist- 
ing in February I9d0 that the ulicmaiivc 




Proximate seewrty, after the 
Ralghat event, had been 
rendered impenetraUe. V.P. 
Stnch't (left) decision—and 
Doshmukh’s (above) 
coilaboration in that decision 
—removed all proximate 
security. After 30 January, 
1990, Rajiv Gandhi (far left) 
was a sitting duch 


fwcuniy amini’cmcius were htipclcssly i 
inadequate and. therclore. the dialogue 
on these matters lieLoniinued'' 

If Deshmukh’siiieiiHuy fails hint, sur¬ 
ely lie luis read the annexua' in the 
Vanna Commission Rep^iil which repnv 
duLUs ( hidamhariim’s agonised cry for 
help — and know thiii ihe dialogue 
cvHild not coiilinuc because the govern- 
menl^K wss so sedulously servuigfvlus- 
cd to continue the d lal og uc ’ 

How can he feign igiuirance ol the : 
sharp ruicUofl ol ilic Coiigix'ss piirty | 
spokesman. MJ Akhar, to this outra* i 
gc*’ How pii^NThly cun he claiiii not to I 
know ^if the incniorHnJum i>ii the suh- , 
ject that Margaret Ah.i and otheis pre- | 
scnied lothat other quisling. Vcnkatuia- | 
nun. which even that quisling hies ! 
acknowledged in his viiuperative. ; 
money giubbing tome ' 1 

I 

DESHMUKH EXONERATES hiniH'lf' 
and his hxiss no 2 oj any responsibility j 
lor Rqjiv Gandhi's assassination by | 
asserting that so long as V|‘ was in olfi* ! 
cc ‘iheie was no aciuul assault m an I 
attempt ofassaull on him” Whai.iludicr* [ 
ous defence' By dus logic, since Kajiv | 
Gaudhi was m olficc whea ihcrc was . 
"an actual ussjiili* ou hiiu in OcioU'i 
l9Wi. does this mean KG was rcNponsi- 
Mcforihe assault on RiT* 

Does Deshmukh not lealisc that boss 
Ki. 2 wax ma m office long ciK>ugh i<» 








MANITALK 


aciU3ll> preside Dver the assassination 
only becausie assassins take time to plan 
their assassinations? Ar>d that the point 
of departure of the assassins' plans was 
.that, thanks to the VP*De$hmukh duo. 
RG was now without any proximate 
s'ecunty atail? 

Remember, proximate security, after 
the Rajghat event, had been rendered 
impenetrable, V.P. Singh's decision — 
and Deshmukh’s collaboration in that 
decision — removed all proximate secu* 
rity. After January. 1990. Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi was a silling duck. He knew it. The 
Congress knew it. Only apparently, the 
civil servant rescued from obscurity by 
Rajiv Gandhi did not know it. 


ing up to hiN new tord‘aiHJ-m*tster who. 
if the sucking up were rM)i adequate, 
mighi have aNirrcd the few remaining 
weeks I he incumhem's tenure td* offi¬ 
ce. .No, Roscncruni/ and Guildcnstcm 
urc rmi dead. They iivc on as secretaries 
to PMs on extension. 

DCSHMUKH TMCN asserts that "there 
was also no iniclhgcncc iLSsessmcni on 
Rajiv Gandhi's sccuriiy dunng these 
months to suggest considering neecssi* 
ty of giving SPO cover to him". 1 am not 
in the least surprised. After all, the first 
step the V.P. Singh government look 
with respect to mtclligence was to 
remove M.K. Narayanan from the post 
<>l director. Intelligcmc Bureau— only 
because he was considered loo ckisc lo 
RCl. 

It signalled tt> every IR (officer that 
any show of sympathy for the departed 
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WhHe temporaiy PMt like 
Chandra Shekhar thought the 
only role of the SPC was to add 
to his tattered 'prestige’, the 
SPG came into existence 
because without the Sra no 
Prime Hfinister in our. 
democracy wdl be able to bdie 
the Itfe-threateningdedsions 
that are integral to good 
governance 

Prime Munster us this would mean giv¬ 
ing such a prestigious cover also to their 
common f^re noirr, V.P. Singh* I am 
ama/cd that such crudity Desh- 


mukh only guffawing in the aisles. 

If 1 had been secretary to three PMs 
(which is. perhaps, why I couldn’t have 
been sccretaiy to even (me!) I would 
have told the inimitable Chandra Shek¬ 
har. "You blathering old fool. Sir. it is 
not for the Congress to ask for SPG 
coven it is for us as a govemmeni to deci • 
de whether such security is required. 
Nor. pardon me. you stupid UuJe git. is 
SPC cover a d^oraiive item the 
dress code; it is a crack security group 
(o save our democracy from decision by 
Bssasstnaiion. No, Sir," I would have 
added, "while temporary PMs like your¬ 
self. living on bcerowed time, might 
think the only role of the SPG is to add 
to ywr tattered 'prestige', the SPO 
came into existence because without ihe 
SPG no Prime Minister in our 
democracy will be able to take the life- 
threatening decisions that are integral to 
good governance." 

KAJIV MUST have known of these 
goings-on in the PMO — or, at any raic. 
guessed at them. For when Chandra 
Shekhar started resorting to the ruse, in 
January 1990. of writing "Please he care¬ 
ful" notes to Rajiv Gandhi, my boss 
(unlike Deshmukh, I hod only one) rue¬ 
fully told me. "They're inventing 
excuses if anything goes woing The 
SPG i % a system. Wc ci thcr have j i or w c 
don't." 

What Deshmukh does not Id on. 
alth(xigh the truth must have stared him 
in the face every day that he acquiesced 
in the inevitable assassination of his 
first Prime Minister, was ihat (here was 
a method to the madness of the ncxi 
two. They knew that a Rajiv Gandhi <>n 
the move was a Rajiv Gandhi who 
could end their shenanigans. 

They, therefore, thought that hy threa¬ 
tening death as the consequence of tou¬ 
ring. RO would fulfill their lives' 
ambition hy ex iting to lial y. They recko¬ 
ned without the man. RG was not going 
to be bullied into either retreating in 
tear or going down on his knee.s before 
insolent might Without any proximate 
security cover, be set out across the 
country. At Sriperumbudur, a woman 
with a garland stood waUing for him. 

If Deshmukh has a conscience — 
which I douhi any man who served 
three Prime Ministers (on extension!) 
could have — that woman will haunt 
him to his funeral pym and beyond. • 

ffh# ,aM9 MreMwO M M tfoiwreo miAw tno AOf 
Pwtff jn» 0/ m# MAT I hWi wntHji 


PM would be regarded as a breach of 
faith by the new government. That too 
is the reason why the same M.K. Naraya¬ 
nan's plea (aftW his reinstatement by 
the Chandra Shekhar government) for 
at levt NSG cover on the day before 
RG was assassinated fell on Chandra 
Shekhar's deaf ears. For the sordid 
details. I refer you to the Varma Commis¬ 
sion Report. 

Deshmukh* s trump card is that 
Chandra Shekhar "in his inimitably 
blunt way* told this Tal^rand — now 
faithlessly serving his third Prime Mini¬ 
ster (on extension!) — that "he did not 
think that the Congress would ask for 
SPC cover for Rajiv Gandhi as an ex- 



Hc was 1(10 busy, it would seem, suck- 


tMNaxT s- u Mijwi tree 
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INOeR MALHOTRA 



For no earthly reasoh 

Pakisiau closes down the Indian considale in Karachi 





I Wh.it 4*nc say 

A aboui Pakistan's <Jcs 

IE pc rule decision tu 

orik'f ihc closuA' of 

,s 

ihc liHliaii ci>nsulu(L'' 
^vncrjJ iu Karachi * If 
IS povsihlc U) he 
lslu<kc<l wiih<Hii 
hemp surprised iliui jiisi .iS<«iii >*uius up 
rny rciiciKin IskmiuKul h.id warned Ui 
shill down ihc Imiuiii missiim in 
Pakisiaif s lJr|^s| city which is ulsii its 
cotnmcaial capiiui uiiJ ixily major piHi. 
lor soitK* (line 

When, m Mill eh lusi, Ihikisun chow: 
loch>scdi>wn trs«iwn c<msidulc m Hi>m• 
fiii y. I he Kik I s Uiii I 111 1 1 1 uiry aiul i me! I igen* 
ce uii’eneies li.ul .iliiiosi ilceukHl (o lake 
f el.ill.I tors .kiion iii K;ii;Khi Hiii wiser 
iouuselsh.Kl piev;uled.ie|xniedl> iiuhe 
iMsiiiikrc ol I he I^ikls1uul Uvrei^n oIIkv 
I Ik siarn^Pi ol (he coiimiIjic jicnsTal 
was rediKH’il, howesir. iiml iIk iwo 
eon nines hod uitreesi lo haM'i\]»al dipliv 
nijtie repiesciUiiixxi. Indj.i s divided 
iKlween (he hi^h amiiiiissuin in Islania- 
hud .itiJ iIk eonsul.iiC'gencr.il in 
Karuelii and Pakisiun's eoiKCiilruled 
ciuuely III New IXIhi. 

A s purl I >1 ihi s an ange 11 lent * um ved 
a I uiiudsi ess'.datin^: <h union y, especial 
l> over Kush mi I iIk siren^ih of the 
Mull .11 hidiu's Kuniehi mission {UkuiciI 
17110^^1111*1) close (o Heiu/if Hhiiiui's 
iiRceslral home) wus rv'dusvd loaiiKusfy 
IK Since ilicn. ihcsc luckless pcr.saxis 
have been under round •lhs*-cIock sur« 
VC 1 1 Iu nee and tui ^cls of dcplocuhlc liaros- 
siiicni by (he ISl's gixms. Iw ihcm, u 
rcium home may indi*ed he a relief. 

In suhconlinenlal nil airs, bloody- 
iiniidedTicss sekhu'u «i one way si reel 
Pukisiun's uniluieral closure of ils Bom* 
buy consulate, lor example, wasu nuUiei 
vil shajne not lor dial country bui for 
India Pirsi. ihc Indian govvmmeni went 
hack on iis solemn promise of allowing 
I he nc ighN mri ng ttiu niry i o open iis eon- 
sulaic in ihe him sc belonging lo iK foun¬ 
der. Mtihainiiiad Ah Jmnah Tlien hoih 
New IX'thi and Bombay failed lo give 
ihc Pukislaril corisul odequiitc proleclinri 
tigiiinsi ihe Shiv Sena's miimkbtuw. 
However, ir <s Pakisian that hiis carri* 


cd Ihe 1 hiiig lo nU kvIous exireii ks Sure 
ly. leaders inul dipknnjts ol I'afc i s| .ut coi i * 
not be sodofi as to believe Ihoi ihe world 
at large would he uikcn in by the absurd 
prt'ieni'e ihai ihe horrs nduus uplwaval m 
Karachi land resi of SindhMs Ok liondi 
wiirk of IK lixlions under amsiam 
watch’* Hven us an excuse li>r Pakisun's 



BeiMik is a Sindhi but confronted by the 
chaRenge of the Punjabi Nawaz Sharif 
and eggedon bythe Mohajir-SindM 
antipathy, she's gon^ aloi% with the 
antMHobajir Rne 


proxy wuiin Kxshmir. the alleged huh. 
an help to ''icnixisnr m Karachi is 
rather lame und ecriamly behiicd 

III any case, durre is the old N.i)ing 
ahoui iK' proof <d* the pudding Ky ihk* 
lime Ihcse lines appeal m |Mim. (Ik 
cxiioordiiurily rcsourteful IK Indians 
wr(HiIdK'ouiofl*akisian Arcwcsuppos 


cd to believe Out Kiiroehi wotiUl iIkr be 
j paragon of pe.KV und amiiy ' 

The hnier miih is ihai in Siiulh. m 
geiK'ial. and KuriKhi, in p.irticuku. P.iki 
Man faces the woisi crisis and contlici 
since IIk* lihcialioii of Huiigl.kksh I Ik 
C ountry's hesidviit. rjiooq l.cghari. 
has Icli il ncccssury to assure (Ik 
justplc Ihui Kai.tihi 
would noi Ik uUowihJ lo 
bcsoiiK 'anoihei Hong 
Kimg’ 

hi Itw wiIcIks’ hrew 
that K ar jc h 11 s, i h r ce os cr 
Uppmg con Bids have 
got hopi'lessty mixed up 
Ther e i s 1 11 s( i if uJ I du* eon - 
Ok I Ikiwccii I Ik Moh,i> 
lifs. who ure Ihc second 
Ol ilnrd generation migr* 
ants Irom IikIiu. iU)d dK 
govcftiiiKni. because ol 
the disen mi rial koii again* 
s: I Ik Mohuprs in a suie 
ss holly ikHiuniited liy the 
Ikmiubis 

Hcnuyii I . il Smdhi bin 
eisnfionicd by the dial 
leoge ot \\ k ‘ Punjabi 
Njwar Sli.inl iiiul egged 
on hy Ihc Mohj|ii-.SiJulln 
am I path), she's going 
uhHig Kith Ihe aiiM* 
Mohajii line Then iheie 
I s I niemec i nc hghii rig bi't - 
wccii I wo rival wmgs ol 

iIk Moluifir Quatm 
Mohar (MQM) Abuse 
all. thcK arc alenikss 
Shij-.Sunrn killings 

The Moiiajirs will he 
iIk wiHsi suHeicrs on 
account of ilic closuie <if 
the hlJiaii ('oilsnljlc in 
Kur<K'hi 11. ai <»no luno. 
usctl lo issue iIkui vis«is a day 

(agamsi a dcnuind ikl 2 .^K| because 
alnuKi all Motiujii laniihcs.iie divided) 
Mils niniilx*r came down iKUMly atici 
Ihc siienglh ol (!k siulf w.is ieduced 
Now. It IS going ui K' a disin.il Mory 
And yci oi k Ivars hoi n 1 1 les i rom I s l.u i i,i 
biHlon huiiiim righis • 
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We have Tealised that the mo$t 


business. It is by exploiting these 


complex problems often have fairly 
simple solutions. Take, for example, the 
menace of industrial pollution. Our 
engineers have devised a simple system 
called the Root Zone technology to treot 
effluents. It uses the roots of a 
common plant to oxidise 
polluting waste and help 
conserve and recycle 
water. Underground . 

Root Zone is only one 
example of Thermax's 
expertise m the businesses 
of Pollution Control 
and Water & Waste 


emerging opporlur^ies that Thermax is 
gearing for the future^ 

Today, we are a rqpidiy .growing 
multi'product. multi'division^ c^H^ny. 
Designing. manufacturing and 
marketing a range of products and 

systems in the areas of 
Energy and Environment 
With successful diversi¬ 
fications into Chemicals. 
Electronics and Software. 

An annual group 
turt»over of R$. 400 crores 
<Rs. 45 crores in exports 
alone), a team of 300C 


Thermax's 
technologies will 
help industrial India 
comply with 
increasingly stringent 
pollution control 
standards. 


Management, We have made invest¬ 
ments in the entire spectrum of solutiorts 
from filtration to reverse osmosis, and in 
technologies like high efficiency 

4 

cyclones, gas scrubbers, chemical 
incineiotion and biomethanation. 

Clean air and water conservation 
therefore are thrust areas in our 


professionals (over 1000 of whom are 
scientists and engineers) and a net 
worth of nearly Rs. 70 crores. provid^i 
a solid foundation as we venture int< 
the future. Strategic alliances with intex] 

national technology leaders lik^ 

{ 

Babcock & Wilcox. G.E,, Bertrams 
Struthexs and Tieiiiu. udd a fuj 


blueprint for the future. Similarly, 
we see bigger opportunities fox 



ther competitive edge. 

Like we keep saying, th 


our Solid Waste Management THERM/M best is yet to come. 

PROFIT FROM THE FUTURE* 




ARMS AND 
TH E M E N 

Weapons seized by !he police from terrorists 
in Punjab are heinti sold at throwaway prices 




^ IS lx>rc riMc liir Ks 4(M) 
A 7,65 mm piNlol liw Kn 
7(K) AmU J2ht>rcd'MiWv- 
harrvl for Kn 4(K>. Sur¬ 
prises! ' Bui that's I he goinp 
price of aims nnd uinnuiniliixi in Pun* 
wh Tlicrc s a nuch, ol ccnirsc' You cun 
itfily lay your h;uu*s on these ;<ihI many 
other varieties oi ^unsonly il yim happ¬ 
en to he a VVIP m ihc Mule. ()r it you 
hnvcconiuets in the ri^hl place 
The hu|^c iiuiifllilies ot arms and 
ummuniUim seized hy the police from 
icrrorisis iniK* Iasi kn years have lumeJ 
Punjab inio a vast arms hazaar llwse 
wcapiHis are period leal ly aiKiioncxI hy 
the jKilics: lo licence*holders Bui us ii 
turned out. nKiNi uI iIk* uitiis and amniu* 

I nil Kin weic cornered by the VIPs and 
their relalivcs. Tlius, frofn the judges of 
the Punjab and Kniyana High Coun to 
I .scruot police otficiuls to politicians and 
j their relaiivvs, everyone in l\iniuh 
I seems to have hou^thi weapons Irom a 
police auLiion at unbchevably Uiw 
jirices. 

The r*\ci eaiiK to hehi recently 
when A kali le.ider Simranjeei Singh 
Maim, who happen:* to be a hornier Indi¬ 
an Police Service (IPSl oiricvr. filed a 
wni pciiiiofl m Ihc Punjab and Haryana 
High Coarl prjymg Ihai it should ijuasb 
all all<*imcnis I'l weapons sei/eil the 
pn1 ice SI nee ] I Ami >ng • )i Iwr tin ng.s. 
Mann has highlighted ihe fol|owin|t 
points in his petition. 

• Guns valued jiRs I lakh iiiiheiniema* 
tkMal marker were sold for Ks 90P 
Mmn his even prtKJuccd a lisi <if 11 
people who have been allotted arms eoo' 
tf^'uiedhy the cops from icrronsts at 
tM p ftaway prices. 

^ clear guuteiim*s for the 


sak of seized weapons. The chief mini* 
sivr. the pcii Ihjact al k|»Kl. was disi nhut 
mg these arms xcording iu his whims. 

« That nK*si of the pcopk who have 
‘houghr* these weapons have been 
already presided sccuniy hy the state 
polKc and hence do not require the guns 
for personal safety as claimed hy thm in 
their jpplk'alions, 

• The Slate ctchequer was losing heavi* 
ly hceause of the sak of the weapons at 
suihUvwpnces 

I nvcsdguCiiMis conducted by Sukiiav 
revealed that Mam's allegations arc not 
eniirely untrue. There have indeed been 
rno many discrcpcneicv whik dllutung 
seized weapons and the Joses could well 
run ink) emres of rupees. Whai’v mote, 

SiinrM)eet Sitifh Him: pnliting 
to the proMeii 


b fSii 


ttM'; 


?/ 


there ts rampani eomipiion in mailers 
penalning lo llu: issuing and lencwal <il 
arms liccnics in the stale, 

T he prtibicm really hegart m IWI 
when normalcy was jeiumuig lo Pun* 
jah after over u dcxiuje <if violence and 
bloodshed Dunng the penixl w lva null 
fancy was al its peak, mosi petiplc who 
possessed licenced wca^ions had deposit* 
ed Ihcir arms jjkJ amniumiion with the 
ptdice Idllowing repealed ineidetiLS of 
weaptms-snjtchmg hy ihcierronsl.s. But 
i«ce KPS Gill ai^ his men began 
asseniiig (heir supremacy, there was a 
mad rush among the people to get hack 
ihcir arms and even procure new ones. 

And there was no dearih uf weapons 
available with ihe slate administration 
'HKHigh exact Pgurcs are noi available, 
there is no doubt that the Punjab Police 
.seized larec quantitie.s of a wide variel} 
of arms and ammunition from the terror¬ 
ists III the last five years, 

Ifliiirflly, ihcre was some confusion as 
to whether the slate admmisiraiion was 
empowered to scU these wcuports, A 
senior <»fficiaU m Ihe Punjab home 
depart mem said oa conditions of arH>- 
nymiiy that the state administntion 
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The huge quantities of arms and 
ammunition seized by the police from 
terrorists in the last ten years have 
turned Punjab into a vast arms bazaar. 
And the reality is that most of the 
weapons have been cornered by the 
VIPs and their relatives 


Chief mlHleter leant SIBfh (right) aeS t.P4.6HI lioptct a pa wM hf 
the police Iron terrorists 


"urbiiranly" formulaicd a rule whc^'by 
it ctHjIJ "allot" per cent of the 
weapons to gazciicd officers. 2f) per cent 
(0 iKiri sa/cilcJ otTicers. 35 per cent to 
nunisicfs, MTN and MLAs and the rest 
10 (icrceni u> members of I he army and 
pani-miliiury forces oper^uin^ in the 
state. The Union home minisvy istclkv- 
ed to have objected lo this stHtof a poli¬ 
cy. arguing that under the Arms Act. it 
was the central govemnienrs prcn»ga- 
livc to decide on what should be done 
with confiscated weapons. 

The list of those who have heen al lott¬ 
ed weaprms makes interesting reading. 
There are politicians of all hues, 
bureaucrats police ofYicials, judges, and 
in one case, even a poet. And that's ntH 
all. Jhe wives, sons ar>d daughters ot 
these influratta] people have even mana¬ 
ged to gel guns allotted in their names. 
And at ridiculously low phets. 

H eading the list of the allottees is 
none other than K.P.S. Gill, the 
chief of Punjab Psitce. who has 


"bought' a ..V^carhinc tor an undisclos¬ 
ed sum. What is known, however, is ihoi 
his Wife, stm and daughter Iwvc all been 
'alhuted* wcapims ranging from a .315 
bote rifle (Ks 400) lo a 7.65 pistol (Rs 
700). 

The Chief Justice of ihe Punjab and 
Haryana High Court. iu.scicc S.P. Khur* 
dukv. has also procured a .32 bore 
revolver for a paltry Ks 900. The late 
Governor. Surendra Nath, too. got a 
pistol issued in the name of his wife. 
Mmjil Kaur. And all it cost him was Ks 

I. 400. Two former advisors to the Pun¬ 
jab Governor, K.L. Watts and U. Gen. 

J. K. Puri, have also rectuested the 
government to allot them arms. 

The list awM go on. Virtual ly eva>(v 
ne in the state bureaucracy and Ihc poli¬ 
ce have either procured weapons or are 
waiting eagerly fur dvem. Such is the 
stale of af^rs that four pcoas and eight 
ctertLs in the stale sccrttansi have also 
managed to get guns alUaied in their 
names. 

But what has really taken everyone by 
surprise ia the ridiculous prices ai which 


these weapons are being disposed of. 
tacerpes swciir that ihc miuiei price of 
the guns are hci ween ten and 20 times of 
the RMcs at which they iirc being wld. 
Sources in the government say that there 
is an evalualkm comitihlec — compris¬ 
ing the joint sccrcdiry. home, the deputy 
secretary, fmjncc, the principal of the 
stale's police training college and a 
rqxJlcd aims esport from a neighbour¬ 
ing slate — to fix Ihe prices of the wea¬ 
pons. But obviously, either the cnmmii- 
lee is not funcooning or iLs opinion is 
being ignored hy the slate government. 

There is i>ftc more worry. The law 
clearly says that Ihe authorities will have 
to ensure that the person to whom the 
gun is being allotted should be capable 
of using il. Tor that, the person is also 
required to undergo a fortnight's trai¬ 
ning. But obvHHisly, nolhing of the sort 
is being done in Punjab 

PolificraiLs arc known lo raise issues 
that only gives them poliiicul mileage. 
But for a change. Simranjeei Singh Man¬ 
n's al legal ions in the court petition just 
cannot he brushed under ihc carpet. And 
being a fonner police officiT, Mann 
should know what he is talking about. • 
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NEWSWATCH 


Crime and punish 


At last, the CB!files a charge-sheet agaitut Congress leader Sajjan Kumar 
and twelve others for their role in the 1984 anti-Sikh riots 

A nwar Kaur running away. 

Ffiun ihc mcnHiricN uf an 
afterTXM^n ten years agi) 
when her huskuid wa.s 
vp’runrxxJ in auills and humi 


A nwar Kaur i\ running away. 

Ffiun ihe mcnHiricN uf an 
afterTXM^n ten years agi) 
when her huskuid wa.s 
wruppixJ in quills and hum! 
Ic death cHiimde hU home in Sullanpun 
hy mub» a veng ing I nd ira C^araJh i * s asMis* 
«inarion I'rumielevision crews and jour* 
nnllMs clamouring in phcHugraph ihe 
woman whose alTidavn has h^n lumcd 
inio a charge*sheci hy the Chi. And. 
from Ihe might of Sajjan Kama/ and 
olherCungress bigwigs indided fur inci* 
ling (he riots. 

“Who knows? Somebody mighl 
knock her dosvn while she is crossing 
ihc road or try and harm her children just 
to make her change her umdavii. Will 
anybody do anyihing abcnjl it'^ Will ihc 
guilly he punished?” asked Salwani 
Kaur, who lives opposite Anwar Kaur’s 
one*ruom icncmcni in 1*ilak Vihar, 
which is tcvhiy a widows* colony hous* 
ing ihousands of rid'afTccicd famiJies 
The answer is self-cvidcnr. Ten years 
of inaelion by successive govemmenis 
bus hred despair and cynicism. The fact 
lhat Congress leaders like H.K.I.. Rha- 
gat, JagJish Tyilcr and Saxjan Kumar 
have only become more powerful over 
the years has only added to ihc disillu* 
sjunmeni among the fund lies of ihe 
victims. 

Bui ihcrc IS si ill .some hope. And, all 
Ihe resHienis ofTilak Vihar have )<Hncd 
forces wcih Anwar Kaur in her bailie for 
juslicc. T hey escort Kaur whenever she 
steps out of her house jusi to ensure that 
.she is safe. Fven the Kxal poliee post is 
on ihc alert, with policemen making per¬ 
iodic visits lu her home even (hough pel i - 
cc protection ha.s ixM been provided to 
Anw4r Kaur. 

"Don'! forger that we know how 
powedui these people an* Till now. 
there WU.S nothing except aKcgations 
against these Congress leaders. Now. 
that Sajjan Kumar has finally been 
named, be can do anyihing," uhI Ciur- 
churan Singh, an old man, who losi two 
of his sons in Ihe ldK4 rioK 


F .tf Gua'haran Singh and (he ihou- 
giods of other victims living in Ti lak 
Vihar. (he CBI charge-sheei is a classic 
ease of loo liuk loo laic, even ilHiugh ii 
is the firsi sign lhal the guilty might juM 
be punished 

The charge-sheet, presenied in the 
chief metropolitan magisiraic's court 
I asl week. i s based on Anwar Kaur* s affi • 
davit, in which she stated that her hus¬ 
band. Nevin Singh. w8» killed hy a mut 


Tlw day after ItMlira Gandhi mom 
gimnad down I9 her $fl(h 
bo^rgDards, mobs armed to tha 
toetti went on the rampage la the 
SitdHiofninated areas of tho capttal, 
turning Petht into a r^ng intomo 


<« I November. 198*1, ouiside iheir 
home in Sulianpuri. In 1990, Ihc Poii- 
Kosha Committee probing the riots hud 
recommended to the <*BI (but a ease be 
registered against those who have been 
named hy Anwar Kaur. 

Four years later, lhat case has come u> 
fruition, C'.ases of murder, holing, house 
trespass and dacoiiy have been I'llcd 
against Sajjan Kuriur and 12 others — 
all ot'whom are residents of Sulianpuri. 

The lu<l also includc's 
such persons as Brahma* 
nand Oupta, u former 
municipal corpordtor of 
(he area. The high*prolilc 








Oingros MP from Ouicr Delhi. Sajjan 
Kumar, has also beun charged under Sec< 
lion 153-A of ihe iPC ‘pronKHing 
enmity ami hatred between differeM 
groups on grounds of religion, race, 
place ot blnh, resickiKt. language tie.'. 

"Mr Sajjan Kumar, by spoken 
and by rcprcscniHOon. procnoied com* 
munal dishariiKHiy. feeling of enmiiy. 
hatred, ill will between }lirH<us. 5»ikhs 
and (uhei s. which amrxinied to an aci pn;* 
judicial lo ilw mainienancc of hurinony 
bclwcen two Jirrcicni communities, 
resulting in disrurbence of public Iran* 
quilluy ami also cummiticd ihc offence 
punishable under Section l53*Aol Kndi* 
an Penal Code," says the CBI 
chiirgc'shcvl. 

The ill legal ions against Sajjan Kumar 
arc serious enough. Ai oround 3 pnon I 
November, I^^4. iIh: Jay uftci Indira 




S«Um Kmmt (Igtt) wtUi pttMf (alien: beoked 
by the CM 


Gandhi* was gunned 
down by her Sikh secun* 
ly guards. Sajjan Kumar 
held a meciing near ihc 
gurJwara in A-4 Blivk of 
Sultanpiri. 'I'he iKhcrs 
accused were also pres* 
cntai ihi* nice ling. 

’Sordtiron kf j>uru~ 
shon kt> mtir Jo, Kim Wri 
puru.sh ko fw chhndo 
(Kill all Ihe Sikh tnvn. 
Don't leave anyone)," the 
Congress leader rejKiricd* 
ly told the girihering. 
After which. iiMjbs tAtuip* 
ped with lathis, fmfhms 
(slicks tipped with sharp- 
edged urrowsk iron rods, 
guns and kerosene oil 
cans, and led by Saijun 
Kumar went on the ramp 
age in Ihc Suliunpiri area, 
Ihuy set the nearby 
gurdwara no fire, killed 
Sikhs residing in the coUi* 
ny and then hcadctl towar¬ 
ds Anwai K«iur and 
Nevi n Si ngh* s home (A >4/12 7). Accord* 
ing to the CBI. Anwar Kuur closed the 
diHir when she uw (he mob 
approaching, hut the crowds • particu* 
bfly Naihu Ram. RrahnidnunJ Gupta 
and .Sis Raiti — forced their way in and 
dragged Nc> i n Singh out. 

Ihcy then heal up Nevin Singh incrct* 
lauly and Nathu Singh piened his %\o- 
mach wiih the hollam he was carry ing. 
"hi Rhagwati Gupta and Biahmanand 
Gupta pint rod kerosene on Nevin .Singh. 
Other accused pcrsiins brought out the 
articIcN^longings. vi/.. quilts, matircs* 
scs. blankets unJ chairs from the house 
of Nev m Singh and after pi Min ng kerose* 
nc 0(1 on them, covered Nrvin Singh 
with a quill and set Hre to ii. Nevin was 
burnt lo death. After loiKing the Ikhisc. 
they burnt it,' notes the CRI. 

The charge-sheet .iImi says that later 
that night, sofm* people were seen cimt* 
ing into the lane with .1 sweeper's trolley 
and picking up the biKliis lying around. 
Nevin Singh's charred bixJy was one of 
them. With that, ull "availahlc cvidcihf" 
disappeared. *Thc idcnihy of the per¬ 
sons with the sweeper’s trrdlcy could 
niU he esiahUshcd.* Muled thi* dm umcni. 


F or a change, i he (* H J appears to ha ve 
done a detailed ins'cstigution, Anw.ir 
Kaur, who is fighting shy ot ihe press at 
this moment, has rriterated that she will 
rvpcst the allegations in court. And Ihe 
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NCWSWATCH 


Sikh ciM»munil> is hopeful ihai ui Ic«m 
one ol Ihc nicn hchirullhc nots will 
be bniughl U>biH»k 

Hui their hofx^s could he dnshc^J ties- 
pile ihc CHI's charge-sheer. After ull. 
(he inviMiguiions huve hven fJogged hv 
delays f< tr one a'uson i ic the <Mhcr. ('onsi* 
Jer ihclolUrwing. 

• A riot evil lo |)r«iscH ulc I Ik "guiliy of 

was set up hy ihe govcmriH'iit 
only nix years laicr in IWII. 

■ The CBI» which wjs given the task of 
handling only one case, registered acasc 
in 1990 after the Poti-Rosha Cunimil- 
tcc's rcciKnmcndaiions but iiMtk four 
years lo file a charge-sheet 

■ The l>crhi Police had regiMcrcd 22!i 
cases .\yo motn inimedialely after the 
19H4 riots, aiul 142 eases on the nxom- 
mcndalkm i>f the Jdirt-Aggarwal Com¬ 
mittee. All ol which arc Mill pending 

• As many as affidavits involving 11 
eases are al so ng. 

• Oui < >r iIk' 14^ eases, 7 % have ended i n 
aciiuittul No person has been convicted 
M) Lr 


Inaction by succouWe 
governments has bred 
despair and cynicism. 
Those wbo played an 
active role in tte riots 
are going scot-free. This 
hasledtothe 
dlsHiustonment of the 
victims’ families 


I “It not all nur fMlt.* said a govern- 
j mcni ofTicitd in defence ol Ihc ('Bl. 
' addrng, *we had ctmi^etcd invesuga- 
' iHins in 1992 ibclf, but the chargc-dwei 
had (0 go to the central government for 
sanction because it involves Section 
153-A. The government look its own 
time and the charge-sheet kept shutlling 
hciwtvn the home and the law mini- 
Mnes, It came back to us only (hre^our 

miMslhs ago," 

liven when (he police did swing into 
aciion. other factors came in the way. 

instatKC. a leant of CBl oTTkijK 
actually went ia arrest Sajtan Kumar in 
19<X) immediately after registering a 
case 

The sleuths reached h is Ti nurpur rvsi • 
dcncc at 6 in (he morning hut was iriipp* 


ed ft^r v’vcn hours inside iIk hiMisc hv ;) 
5.(KVI strong nx^. Itv (Nvigicss leader 
hiid nude sure tiui al I his support ei s pi e- 
vcnicdthcCKl rnHiiurrcMinghim 

And while the C'HI learn wjs holed up 
inside the house, Sajgin Kumar's lawyer 
rrKivctI an anikiputory hail pel ill on in 
the Delhi High f 'lHirt. which was gram- 
ed nround I pm 'l*he ('HI kmiii Ii«aI n> 
ail im emixy •hundcil 

"Similar things hase hjp|x*ned in 
each ease. 1'hca is nobody tn juil nghi 
now. All have either g:ot anik ipalory or 
plain hail" said a ('HI ofllciul. This 
includes Sajjun Kumar, who ha:^ an unli- 
cipaiory bail till the case is disposed of 
in the c^iun. 

All (hoc devcUipmcntt. are a a^nsiani 
source olwixry for An war Kaurand her 
ncighlxHirs. Bui she is pulling up »spirit¬ 
ed fighi and is ready u> lake on the might 
<4* the piywcrfui. Her onc-room tene¬ 
ment. which she shares with l»cr seven 

children, has been (be focus of ailcnlirm 
ever since her affidavi I wusregiMcred. 

Tockiy. as she cowers behind llx clos¬ 
ed doors <>l ihai home, everyone around 
IS hoping fcrvcnlly thal her sHdc<il will 
finally come to an end. And that jusliue 
will finally he delivered. • 
IftoirMi/MVirMM 
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POWER PLAY 


RAJIV SMUKUV 


O * • 


Where might is right 

_ ^ r 

In UP and Bihar, powerflows out from the barrel of the gun 


t. 







In UlUr Pr4dcsh. 
inighi lb right. 
MuKclc-power has 
always been an 
integral pan of ihc 
poliiics of UP 4UH1 
Bihar, bui ever 
since ihc .Samaj' 
wadi Parly* 

Bahujun Samnj 

Puny fSP-RSPi combine caine lo power 
in UP lust yciir, h(x>liganiMTi ha%reached 
iK peak. 

BSP cadres huve laken I 
Ihc lead in perleclmg the| 
ail of I and* grabbing. Par¬ 
ty .supreoH) Kunsbi Ram 
leceiuly said ihni all 
govcmmcni land in ihc 
slate lx‘l(>nged lo his pat¬ 
ty. This was enough for 
BSP cudres lo go on the 
rampage. They went 
about the whole state 
installing slalues of B.R. 

AmK'dkur on any plot of 
land that was lying 
vacant. And the authoril- 
les simply did noi have 
itv; gumption to oppose 
them, especially when 
they cdine to learn thai 
the operation was being 
supervised by Mayawati. 

Uuur Pradesh's super- 
chief minisier. There 
have been isolated cases in which some 
policemen have acted against the BSP 
hooligans, but they were soon shunted 
out of (heir posts. 

But why blame the BSP alone. Oiief 
minislcrMubyam Singh YaikoNSuiiiU' 
jwadi Party has gone a siq> luilhcr; its 
cadres have been taking pos.scssion of 
liuuse.s by force. 

Only reccnily. $P cadres stormed the 
house of the relatives oflatc Presideni 
Rujendra Prasad in Ball i a. The house 
wu rented out to the district supply offi¬ 
cer. On the night of l.S De^mber. 
Mulayam's portynien entered the house, 
threw out the office belongings, tore 
down puiiruiis of Rjjcodra P<*ks:Kj arnl 


pbniedapiuiy Hug on lop of the building. 

The district supply ofTiccT. a senior 
government ofTicial. went to the police 
suaion to lodge a cumplaini. but the cups 
refused to uci. Bven the police chief a^ 
the district niagisiraic pleaded 

helplessness. 

This is not an isolated insiance. Simi¬ 
lar incidents have been reported from 
GhaziabaJ. Meerut, Barabanki. Siiapur 
and Hardoi. In Agra. SP cadres did not 
even spare a wnJiiw* they forcibly occu¬ 



pied a bouse belonging to a widow. 

In fact, the outdated UP Rent Control 
Act is known to be loaded in favour of 
house-grabbers. The tactic lies in break- 
ing into a house, throw ing out the inma¬ 
tes and staying put. And if the victim ha{> 
pens to go to cowl, all the better, it will 
take decades before the case is decided. 

This being the scenano, there are 
many politicians in UP who make a liv* 
ing by vacating houses with the help of 
niu$clcmen. Bui the real money to be 
made is in handing out government con¬ 
tracts. ‘ntis has often led loa totoT violen¬ 
ce with rival (rtafia gangs fighting it out 
fiv govern mcni tenders. 


The VI mat ion in Bihar is worse Mafia 
dons have gained control of nearly every 
sphere; educaiion. cooperative, coal, 
land and water. The water mafia is so 
powerful that ii has sucvesstully via I led 
the building of bridges on a number of 
occasions. Needless loeJd. ihe muscle¬ 
men arc oil very close u> ruling party poli¬ 
ticians and can gel uwuy with any ci inie. 
Take for msiani'C. the following 
story that is doing the rounds in Putna. 
The pcrs<»na1 physician of chief minister 


While BSP cadres 
are on a 
land-grabbing 
spree, chief 
minister Muiayam 
Singh Yadav’s 
Samaiwadi 
Party has gene a 
step further; its 
members have 
been taking 
possession of 
houses by force 


Laloo Prasad Yuduv wav ocuvsted bv a 
gang of youths while he was driving to 
work in his car. They threw him tiui of 
the vehicle and mode away with it. 

The docioi rushed to the chief mini¬ 
ster and to his surprise, found his car par¬ 
ked outside the CM's residence. What's 
more, one of the culpnis w av also silting 
in the drawing room. LaliM'i Yadav gave 
the doctor a patient heonng. and ad> i- 
sed him to pay the youth Rs 50.(XK) to 
get hock I he coj. The doctor ag reed. 

The incident enuid well he u figment 
of someone's imagination, but \he foul 
(hat il is being circulaiixl shows just how 
hod things have heconio in Kihiir. • 


iWKUiva i4j»»«<r luev 
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Sonia. Priyanka and Rahul at Rajiv • * ‘ 
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Why is Sonia Gandhi so upset with the slow progress of the 
investigation into Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination? And how much do 

we know about the murder? 


I t should have been un open* siv es as R DX ihui ihc LITE i« kfxtwn lo B ui all th i > « as k m ww at)d coi nnicnt* 
and-shut case. On 2^ May, 1991. use. cJ upon. Yci. near)) ihrcc and-a-hall 

when Rajiv Gandhi was assassina- Kinolly.inavlccpydusl) (ownitiKar- attcr, ilw assassinaiKih rcinnins 

ted in Sriperumhudus*. il seemed nai:ika the Special Invesdgaiiofl Team one of the focal poinis ul c^stirosersy 
ohviou5 ihai the Liberation Tigers (SIT) ran up the rest ol the hit squad. In Two commissions of iiK|Liir> have been 
of Tamil Eelam ILTTH) hud done U. unc morning’s dciiort. the alleged set up to look into iltc ciiauttslaiKcs of 
The motive seemed clear enough. rruNiennind. Sisarusan. with his other the ussussinaiKHiunLUoicvcal the larger 
Rajiv Gandhi was on the comeback trail LTTE operatives, w'as gunned dtnvn conspiracy behind il ihwoi them, the 
and the LTTE feared ihut U.S Prime Mini- Soon enough h whs kiK»wn as ws;]] Vemw CommisMon. s^hmittcJ ns 
$ier he would send Indian forces back to that there had been lapses in the lonncr mpoit in June 1992. I'hc atfut. the Jam 
Sri Uinka to hunt down V, Prabhakarun Prime Mmi.sicr's security. Rw some rta* Commissmn. plods along amidst vshiv- 
and his tLSsociates. the V.P. Smgh govcmnKni had pers and allegations oi government 

The mt^dus tfptrundi too pointed Ui a been reluctant to provide Rajiv Gandhi non'CsMsperaiion. 

LTTE hit squad. ’The Tigers had been with Special Protection Group (SPGi It's just not that a lormcr Itcad of 
trained in the use of human bombs, cos^even when a series of Intelligence govcmnKni was killed Over lime, ihe 
Dhanu, the woman assassin, had heen Bureau (IB) reports poiiiu'd to the grave trail has Kvn gening colder and colder 
strapped with such high-powered explo* threat to his life. and vei. tn a country th*it takes pride in 
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rult of luw not u singk pcrwi Kas 
been hnxight brnA. Over three >ear» 
]a(er, we still don'i know wIk> killed 
Rtfjiv Gandhi and why. The cireunislan- 
(lal evidence hasn't convinced anyone 
and Sewia Oandhi. for one. is nu( at all 
satisfied ihai all is known ahout her hus¬ 
band's killing. 

T nose whoclaim lobe dose to 10 Jan* 
path ore agn.‘ed on one thing. Sonia 
Gandhi may or may noi have a political 
agenda hui slic is obsessed with ihe 
memory of her husband The Rajtv Gan¬ 
dhi Kiundiiiion (RGK). ol svhicb she is 
the ehairperson. has provided her with a 
creative (»uilci for her energy. Much of 
its wivk IS low'profile and inclusk's such 
aciivmcs as pitying for the education 
and maints'nance of children who have 
lost U>eir parciustu lenorisl violence. 

But ihcK IS iiih)ther aspect of that 
memory thai keeps Sonia occupieO for 
much of her time, the mannci of her hus¬ 
band's death. Sources close Ui Rajiv S 
widow iay that she is convinced that the 
assaivsination could have been averted 
had the then governments in power 
iV.P, Singh’s av well as Chandra Shek¬ 
har' s) heeded the wri tj ng on i he w all and 
provided Rajiv Gandhi with (he security 
he so badly needed. 

The walls of ihc conference room at 
Jawahar H ha van have framed pages 


from the report of 
the Verma CommisKioA 
that inquired into 
av.\»si nation. These com¬ 
prise pans dealing with 
the withdrawal of SPG 
cover and how it niighi 
have facilitated the assas- 
sirb. It h believed that 
Sonia, along with her* 
friend Manjulika Duhey. 
personally conducted the 
eaea'ise a.v a means of 
highlighting her anguivh 
dial nsHhing w» being 
done to punish or even 
casiigaie thove re^ionsi* 
hie for her husband's 
death. 

Moreover. Sonia Can- 
dhj Is said to read every 
syllable regarding the 
Hftsassination whether it 
appears in media reports. 

Pvliamcm speech^ or 
ofTicial inquiries. Mo»t ol 
the clippings she collecis 
are promptly xeroxed and 
forwarded to the Prime Minister with a 
note cither asking for his commenis or 
wondering why no action is being taken 
to bri ng the gu i lly to book. 

Against this background, it is not at 
all surprising that (he mark of a 10 Jan- 


path man is whai hr says t(>r diKsn'l) 
nboul the assusonaiion. The ciLsicsI wuy 
(0 gain Sonia Gandhi's alien lion is lo 
draw floiice to the fact that three- and 
a-ha)f yeais on. (hr Narasimha Ran icgi 
me has done practically nothing lo cast I- 


t1 1M1: Rajiv Gandhi is killed 
In a bomb blast at Sriperwnbuduf. 
during an election meeting. 

IS Mm, mt: The govenmient 
conslitutM a Special Inveetigation 
Team to look into the aesaseioatlon. 
Headed by O.R. Karthtkeyan, the SIT 
is instructed to work as a call within 
the CSl. under the overall aupervisfon 
of Vl|ay Karan. Cdl director. 

IS M^l, 1SI1: Shankar, an LTTE 
mditant. is arrested at Vedaramian. 
on the Tamil Nadu coast. He provides 
^1 clues that help in speed i ng up the 
investigation 

17 Miy, llS1t A government 
notification appoints a commission 
of inaulfv headed by J.5. Verma. a 
sHlmg j^ge of the Supreme Court, b 
look Into the securl^ failure thst 
caused Ratfv Gmdhrs death. The 


commission Is initially given two * that the SIT is on the right track, 
months to conduct its probe. Some key suspects — Padma, 

Bhaf^nathar. Nalini, Murugan, 
Jm*A: A spate of arregls suggest Roben Payes. 6. Perarivalan ana 

fl#r MTivta M SrlpmiibidMR 


I THE KILLING AND AFTER 


ihvprohv lh:i( h;iv. itr unsn'I... 


MHWV «> 1 4 JV-iVV in* 










guic ilKtsc careJc^sncvs cauvd 

ihcdcaihol RhJiv Gandhi 

C ontrary ti> hH/iuar ^<Ksip. A()un 
Sin^h did mil meet Sonis Gandhi 
bclore submitting his reNi|ri4lH>n rnmi 


Em Since ftajhr 
Gandhi's 
•ssas$inition» 
SonU {seen here 
brin^i^ back his 
body to Mhi) has 
devoted herself to 
keeping her dead 
husband's meniofy 
allve» and finding 
out who was really 
responsible for his 
murder 


the c«iunc)l of miniMe^. In fuel, ai the 
lime of writing, he is still ii> he granted 
an audience with 10 Janpaih. Bui those 
in the know m&isi ihai iw much slxiuld 
mn he made of this; 5>onia i s far fnmi di s* 
pleased in ihe maimer in whKh Atjun 


Singh s resignal urn huN brought the 
issue of Rajiv Gundhi’s a>>stt'Nslnuiion ui 
the lurefrujil 

Arjun Singh\ dissident ucliviiies 
begun a yeai after P.V. Karasiinhii Kuo 
wan swttrn in as Priine Minister Around 
ihe same time, after a ycui of mourning 
her husband privately, Sonia Gandhi 
emerged from saduMoii to ad mi I those 
whi> wanted to meet her. The list wus 
long and Arjun .Smgh was quick lo hoi* 
fool ilio 10 Janpaih at pcriixJic tniervuls, 
So when he an m hi need, aticr resigning 
I rinn like Union Cabinet. ih;il the govern* 
mciii had gixie buck <in its sximioilmeni 
til the nalHxi to fi nd out the t ni I h i ii uii its 
dimensions behind Kajiv Gundhi's 
asseissinalion. people were quick to see 
Suftia’shand behind it. 

In political circles, the resignuiiisn let¬ 
ter is perceived as positive priMif ihai 
Arjun Singh has Soma (landhi's sup* 
pun, even ihtiugh he has received no 
assurances tbai she will hack his candi* 
dacy for party presidentship 

More^ivcr. be perceives that the Con¬ 
gress rank and file coniimics lo be 
mesmerised by the Gandhi name. In this 
context he would like lo give the impivs* 
Sion that he \% Sonia's man 

Not that 'Snnia's men' have prospc* 
red. Many die*hard Rajiv loyalists, who 
coniinuc to wear their devotion on their 
skevc. find that they've not exactly had 



( 


Jalkumar—are nabbad. 

*91: The mysterious death of K. 
Shanmugam (the notorious Tamil 
smuggler who had close llnka with 
the LITE), while incustc^. lands (he 
SJT in a tight spot, Twsnty-six SIT 
officials are suapanded. This mishap, 
on 20 duty, ts howrar followed by a 
vita) trsikthrough — the arrest of 
Sinthan, a senior LTTE member. 
Earlier in the month. *Subha‘ 
Sundaram, owner of a photo-studio 
In Madras la arrested. Ha is a close 
usociate of the LTTE. 

2D Dma1»19D1; Two of the prime 
accuseo m the case—Sivarasan. me 
mastemind. and his accomplice 
Subha — ire cornered in their 
hideout at Konaha Kunte. near 
Bangalore. Whan the commandos 
flAilV stQim the house, the mm 
known u One*Eyed Jack. Sitbha and 


five other LTTE mHitants have all 
klHedthemsekes. 

While tracking down the prime 
suspects IS lauded as creditable. 
Questions are raisad about tf^ 
effectiyeness of (he operation, fo? 
with the death of these prime 
accused, (he invesbgatlon into the 
conspiracy is severely hampered. 

V. Prahkahifaft; ltd te ardar 
lb|hr*steatk? 



IIH: The government 
sets up a commission of inquiry 
headid by Justice M.C. Jain, retired 
chief iiistics of (he Delhi Nigh Court, 
to probe the consplratorfil upects of 
the assassination. This It because the 
government thinks there fs a case for 
widening the terms of reference of 
the Investigatjon that wens set down 
for the Verma Commiasion. initliHy. a 
time frame of six months is set for the 
commission to submit its report. 


20 Mat, lllfc The SIT fhes a 
charge-sheet In the court of the 
designated judge, S.M. SiddIciL This 
document accuses me ITTE 
supremo V. Pribhakaran, and hie 
intelligence chief. Potlu Amman, of 
having concelvid the assasstnatton 
and Stvarasin of having 
masterminded it. fn all. (he SIT 
accuses 41 consplralora. including 
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sciniilltfing career graphs. !n Pariu- 
meni. Mani Shankar Ai)iBr. S.S. Ahlu- 
walia and Suresh Pachum harbour 
hopes thai they will someday be in v tied 
10 Jui n I he cuuncl I of mi ni sier» 

Those who’VC heen pu.shed into (be 
backgrtnind also irvludc such efficieiK 
ministers as P Cbidambanim and 
Madhuvrus Scindia (The brainwave U> 
include ihc govemmeni’s innctiun on 
(he assusMnation case in Arjun Singh's 
mtignaiion idler is said to have come 
fn>m another huniilialcd Rajiv loyalist. 
ML. Poicdar.) 

Bui if Soma Gandhi is perturbed by 
these slights, she certainly hides it well. 
What \ftc Is less patient with is the 
government’s tardiness in fixing respon* 
sibtlliy for her husband's death, 

T he Verma Commission was app(»ini* 
ed STS days aher Rajiv's assa.ssina* 
lion. It suhmilicd its report on 15 June, 
1^2. Ii clearly stales that Rajiv cuuki 
have been saved had aUci^uaie securiiy 
been provided to him 
The commission'.s imdings have put 
U) rvsi iine id the grcuicsi myths aboui 
Rajiv's security, he was reckle^ and 
foolhardy. In fact, the former PM was 
eoneemed about his security and was 
aware (hat without SPG cover he was a 
sitting duck for anyone who waned lo 
assassinate him. 


The ocher gneai myth ahool Rajiv's 
assassination was (hai it could dm have 
been pres'enied as there is no way to 
deter a .sukide bomber. 

In fact, Dhanu could have heen detect • 
cd had there been even alicade of vccun* 
(y at Shpenjmbudur. Rajiv Gandhi was 
killed tn a VIPcncloMjrc where ihe iden* 
sicy and crcdcndals of everyone preseni 
shwldhavcbeenscnitinised (kwaskiL 
led by a woman strapped with RDX 
around her wat« — a d^ice that could 
have been deiecied with the most ha^K* 
frisking. 

The SPG had been established in 
1^5 in ihc wake of the Indira Gundhi 
assassination to provide sAurity cover 
tn Raji v Gandhi who was the oionI vulne* 
raMe pervon in the coumry. On 2*J 
November IW. he dcmiiicd ihe i^fk'e 
of Pnme Mimsicr. hut condniicd to 
enjoy SPG pnnectHm nniil Janujry 
1^. when It was wiihJrawn hy ilie 
V.P Singh gnvxmmcm 

Earlier on 4 December IV89. the then 
eaNnet secretary. T N Sc>luir«1bidchaii* 
ed a meet mg whk h was aticndcd by 1 1 
inp'rankmg bvnraucriiis including the 
then director of the Research Aiulysis 
Wing (RAW 1 iind (he addiiHwul Nnreu 
ry in the ministry of home afTaifs Accik 
ding to (he minmcs of ilut meeimp ii 
was unanimously agreed llui "Shn 
Rajiv Gandhi and his family should he 
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mfc Tlw Vma 

CommlMion tiMi a 300-m 
repori in Parbamtil ThR ifenilbM 
docvinent Mtoti VR. Stnoh lor 
wttWnwMig M cow-raMMin 
Rajiv 6an(!hi;«RIMfel' 

Shihhar 

ihi intehiQeocRftmullmMi dn 
tha threat to the fermer^^^M 
Minister’s life; cornea down^huvfly 
on an intilHgenei Wvfe'M^tte. 
IB and RAW 
wnhotdini] (R oftteal^ * 
about in Irrun^oent inti 
crttictm the Mei* 

failing to compreheod M.Wie mi' 
witiimethruttiaiiv^ilA'.t! 



ktm tiiBfc* won ottei M wetff m 

i 



'1 IWlMry IMj The special court 
'lermitf dwit the 26 accused (16 
M Lmw Tunlls and 10 Inman 
nitlopale^ prime tKie. wtRi 
mipfiricy murder and the murder 

The trial of the 2S 
m M deeigniM 
8.M. Siddick. In the 
Court 



piMvided with iIk* s.iiiv level id puKa 
Mon nil j lnv.ll deciMon in taken lo ihis 
O giltvl ’ 

'fhe meenng aMkludcd ih.ii .i liesh 
threat UNscssfl k'd I vs nu Id luis e K * bi' e.ii • 
r icil out lodctsTrn inc (he issue ol ei ni 111 ni • 
ed SIKJ prvUctinwi No such .ls^es^• 
ment was jtiuJc Oi> .Rj Januaiv. I*^K), 


ttai 1IM: The Delhi High Court rules 
that the Jabi Commiseion orobing the 
conspiratoriat aspects of Rajiv 
Gandhi's assasslnatior.. will net be 
able to investioite events that 
occurred before 29 dune, 1967 (the 
date of the signing of the IPKF accord 
between inci« and Sri Lanka). The 
dam Commission, already plaguetJ by 
I lack of cooperation shown by the 
Centre and central agencies like the 
Cdi, IB and RAW, is thus severely 
hamstrung. Almost 40 months after 
being constftijteo. the Jain 
Cofnmission is yet to naity get going. 

24 DiconbM.IBM: While resening 
from the council of ministers. Arjun 
Singh accuses the government of 
circumventing ('by strategies and 
devisesl tta eommhmentto find out 
the truth about Rajiv Oandhi’s 
iieasainanon. Tnli bringe the probe 
back into the national Hmiiight. 

CompM»yi«nf»Mw4 


lUNftkTt. 
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I Tbe sukides of 
ShramaAr tfM brain 
I beMndthe 
as$as$ifiition, and 
the rest of his hit 
team, proved to ba a 


I he ncwcahinoi sci'^1illv. VimiO 
sm\ to he r'lKcnidy ch*M; ro V .P Smith, 
.tvo uuUtt iNNUcO ;i tHxe sUlin^ ihM Ihr 
conUinicil SP(? i>Mtcclit>ii wjv a purely 
(cnipiirjry .inJ iid hoc ;«nungeiiicni unJ 
Ncu> U) he widuJMwn i\w PM'n own 
sex'I inly w:ts \uMenny mlverselv* 

Could P^irklc have laken such j iiujor 
dccismn wiilurui ivccivuii* msiriMu«ns 
iron I ihc IVinK* Mmislcr’^ 11 wmilO he 
extremely unlikely lliutevcii I he hiithcsl' 
Tanking hurcuucrui cniilJ have taken 
such an extreiiK' nieusurc wuNnii p«ihu- 
cul NunciTOii iif I he highest order. 

T he V.P. Singh govemmcni had 411 
easy ahbi. h said that under ihc SPG 
Act. SPG protection couId not he cxicnd• 
ed to former Prinie Ministers (that Act 
has now been uim'nded). !l Raj is Gan¬ 
dhi was so concerned aboui his security 
he slKHild have ensured (hai the Act was 
amended during his tenure. ii argued. 

Moreover. dk:rc simply •sscrtn’l 
enough SPG personnel to guard the 
Prime Minister and formci PMs and 
their fiimilies. Fmully. the Rjja of 
Manda leaked stories to select jtHjmal- 
ists about the cxorbitani cosi of pioieci- 
ing Rajiv Gandhi (one estimate pul it 
down at Rs 90 lakh a year). Obviously. 
Rajiv Gandhi was cinharruvscd by the 
revelations. 

But it was cleur thui these ;irguments 
were bogus. SP(J pcrximnel were being 
sent hack to their parent cadres, expos* 
ing the lie that there simply weren't 


the InvMtigation of 
RolhfCamlhrsdocth 


enough men to pmieci the fonttcr PM 
Why was V.P. Singh being so cussed'' 
An extreme view is that the new PM 
nursed such a pathokigical hatred for hiv 
prcdcccvsor that he wanted him dead, 
but a more realistic assessment is rhal 
he simply wanted to cramp his style of 
functioning. To remain m the public eye 
IS crucial f<K the survival ot any politici¬ 
an. V.P .Singh wanted to make llui task 
as diffK'ull as povsible for Rujiv. fie 
reckoned that wiihoul adequate wxu* 
rity. Rajiv would slay out of the 
limelight 




V 




V.P. Shttb: wfHMlrtv SP9 cm 
trcM MJhr. M ad tM M lo the 
latlar'a death 


He was wrong. And Ra[tv wav killed 
What is more iiilriguiiig is why 
Chandra Shekhar didn't make giKKl the 
liaises of Ihc V P. Smgh goverrment. 
Chandni Shekfuit imed his existence to 
Kajiv Claud hr I’hc two were said 10 he 
iM cordial terms .ind il was no hig deal 
for (Tundra SItckh.ir (o make up for 
V P. Singh's |viuix‘ss 

Ofte explanation rs ihai Kajiv was m) 
led up wjih (he cjrpmg and the re vela* 
tiivns about Ihiw much ii w*us costing the 
cssiH.X|uer ii* k^vp him s;ilc thai he wys 
Uxi cnhan'usM.'d to ask ilte new PM for 
SPG cover He ligured that it was only a 
malter ot time heUm* he came hack to 
|)ower - and Ihc safetv a Monied by ihc 
SPG 

Hill thai still docs nol absolve ihc 
ChaiKira Shektiar «’os eniiiH'iil ot iis res* 
pvHtsihhiv to proUTi ihe hie ol Ihc for¬ 
mer Prime Ministei 
In an aiigiy '•pewh nuidc in l^trlid* 
meni, (\>ngivss MP Suresh Puthouri 
fell shon oi holding ('h.itKlra Shekhar 
diKxily ies|ionsihjv for Uk* assassina* 
Mon HtM what he (xunled out lo was a 
fcpiNt H*m hy iIh* then IK diiceior. M K. 
Narayanan, slating clearly thul the 
I I .ITli hud thre ai cned ti 1 harm Ra j i v al k - 
gmg (hut he was a Mumbling Mock iodic 
I uchievcnvnts of the be I urn 

He warned that "an iillempi muy he 
mode during his public meeiiiig or other 
pu hi ic appeal .loces' A nd fie recoil 1 men* 
<k*d, "Keeping ihe scry high threat to ihc 
security ol .Shn Rujiv Gaiidln. it is iieecs* 
sary lo sifcngihcTi hjs secuniy arrangc- 
iiK’ius Ills a'quested ih,n NSG (Naiion* 
ul Set uni y C In unK) esam mu y be provi • 
ded lo him mmivxliak'ly ' 

Narayanan's report was suhmiUed on 
20 May. .l*WL Was it hroughi to 
C'htindia Shekhar's noiiee’’ It is haid to 
fvlieve ihdt a report ihnt was .so cKtical 
could have bypassed the PM's attention. 
Hui nothing was done And oiieday laier 
I Rajiv was dead 

T here has been endlcs.s spocululioil on 
who really killed Rajiv Gandhi. 
I W'hilc Ihe governments<iii*puwcr 
ecrtumly I'jvi]idled Ins assassination, 
there has e been several conspiracy theo¬ 
ries ihai perhaps Velupillui Prabhukaran 
hadn’i ordered ihc hii afier nd 

J'hc olficial line has been ihai Prabhn- 
karan had giteii ihc final go-ahead for 
the assassination becuusc be was appre* 
hcnsjve thai Rajiv Gundhi would eoinc 
hack lo power and send the Indhin forces 
buck to Sr l .anku. 

A London-based Tanul industrialist. 
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whn openly admits in being an LTTE 
.sympaihi^er. wa« used as a go*betwi.‘cn 
(0 asccruin Rajiv's Idlings Km aids (he 
Tigers. According to Ihc Special Invesii- 
gallon Team, (be indiisinaliM admmed 
(hat be had been a.skcri by a Kip LTTH 
man, Kitlu — who w as later k 1 1 led when 
hi<^ explosi\cN*liukn ship caught fire 
a nd was bl ou n (o sm i I he avns — (o con* 
(act Rajiv However, the industnalist 
^uys he found Rajiv sympaihetic to the 
cause of Re lam and was positive aNwi 
(he LTTH. 

Why (hen would Prahhakuran have 
wanted him dead.’ And if not Prohhaka* 
ranjhcn w)K>dse? 

There is litiledouN ihal (be opcraiion 
was camcij ool hy l.TfR opcraiives. 
Bu(. were they acting at iIk* Ix'hcsi of Pra* 
hhakaruii or us an indepcnvlvn' ^'loup of 
mercenaries covering up for some other 
tcm>nst network'* Suhscrihcrv to the 
Prabhukuf an* J Idn' (•dn-it (hc(>r> tec I 
(hat an international organisation such 
9x the ('emnil IntcIligciKV Agency 
(CIA)could have done it. 

The motives were (wo-fold. With the 
Guff War just over, the Americans want¬ 
ed II govcmmcni ihey wea* comrortabic 
w i I h. The ('hand ra S hekhiir govern i iwni 
had pcmiiiied the refuelling of US war 
planes and the PM himsell hadesiah)jsh* 
ed uclosc rapport with the Aiiierrcans 

Interestingly, immediately after the 
Bssassinaiioh, (here was speculation and 
talk that a Conga*ss part) headed hy 
Chandra Shekhar was nut a had thing at 
all. Certainly, the Americans would 
have had an uphill task in csiabli^mg 
the same kind ofrjppon with Rajiv Gun- 
dhi us ii hud with Chandra Shekhar. 

The second motive is easier to under* 
land' (he (“I A has never wanted siaNhiy 
in the subconiincni. This explains ihc 
unsolved assassinations of Presidents 
Zia-ubHaq in Pakistan and Preriudasa 
in Sn Lanka. By masterminding politi¬ 
cal assassinations in the region every 
few years, the CIA is able to retain its 
hold and inBuence in the area 

T he official charge'Sheet Hied hy (he 
Centra) Bureau of Investigation 
(CBll one yc;ir alter the assassination, 
however, names Prat^karan us the prin¬ 
cipal accused. Second in the order of the 
accu.ved is Putiu Amman, chief of LTTB 
intelligence 

Of the 41 people listed . 1 « accused, 2b 
are Sri Lankans and Ihc remaining are 
Indian. However, 12 of the accused arc 
dead while three arc absconding and (he 
reniaimAgare in jail. 



While the charge-sheet and the 
Vemu ConimivsKNi findings have been 
completed, another commission of 
inquiry hc«idcd hy funner Delhi High 
(*oun chief jtrsiK'c Mi lap ('hand Jain 
ilmgson 

Alnavsi 4(hm>nihs-liter ii was consti 
(uicd to iiiqiiirs' into ihi* isnivpirac)' 
behind the assjssiiiaiHm. the iaiii ('oiii 
m issMMt has lulled to come up w ii h an y lit 
mg suhsianlijl lis delcnce*' The (*on 
gressfl) government h.is relusetl it all 
cooperation 

Ii IS Jam's contention ilut he has been 
denied access (o immv relevant dneu* 
iiicnLs tui the ilinisy plea that they are 
elassified * It is obvious that (he govern 
mem and iis ageiHies do n«H want the 
sunimisshKi's work to be puNis|icd,~ 



Justlfi«M.C.Jahi;lrt(«dhvth8 
QOVtrMitfil’f rtf ustl to »llo« him 
acetss to sewlthrf docimats 


said B.I., Wadhcni, (he ixKnmissiun's 
counsel 

There are otb(*r contentious issues. 

• n>c Jam Corn mission w.iiiteil sufK'Jin* 
(endcniofpolice Arriii Venrin who is cur* 
rend) tti^siesl m Madras ik*puled lo ii 
VcTma who was lormeily wiih (he ('HI 
has quilc a reputation as an inieirogjior 
ami has alwi hcIiKxl Ihc SIT 'riie home 
ministry. howe ve r. is reluc i ant t* • let hi ii i 
go. 

• RLO chief Yassei Arafat banded over 
a note to ('handra Shekhar when ho 
carne to attend the funeral of Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi. 1 he noie IS said to sum up Arafat's 
apprehensions that there was art miuma* 
(iiHial cstfispiracy to kill him. That mxe 
Is now with the ministry of eMcmai 
uflairs (MBA) Jain has fonnally asked 
that i I he gi ven u > him. There has been no 
reply from the MLA. 

• Sri l-ankan Presidcnl Cbandnku 
Kumaratunga had asked the Indian 
govcmiiKnt foi he I p in probing the assus* 
simition of prcsideniial candidate Dissa* 
nayake who was also killed by a human 
bomb. The Indians cooperated by send¬ 
ing S IT ch icf T, R. K arthj keyun and free¬ 
lance forensic scicftijsi K. Chandmshek* 
haran. It is Jain's cixiicnlion ihal he 
should have iilso been senl us Ik* could 

have picked up valuable information on 
the larger conspiracy behimJ Rajiv's 
assassination. 

• Now.acascbas been filed in the Delhi 
High Court hy a lawyer Mushloq Alim* 
cd 10 wind up the Jain Comminston. The 
case is scheduled income up forbearing 
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The matsi nations 
of PmMtiita 
ZSaHil4toq (tarMt) 
of Pakistan and 
Pramadasa of Sri 
Lanka have teen 
auribedtotheCIA 
by those who 
brieve that the 
Ainertean 

inteHiaence agency 
Is committed to 
destaUHsingthls 
region 


ot th« end ol this month. Ahmed, ir is 
said, enjoys Congress patronage 

Off*(hc‘record, the giivcmment's rep¬ 
ly U> ihc charges made by Jam is ihai his 
demands arc oltcn absurd. Ii is not in ihe 
naiioiul interesi to gisc Juslice Jam 
virtual mriv hhnrhc mio olTiciul and 
secret di <11 me Ills. Moreover, his icrms 
of refeiencc arc impi>ssihl> wide* 
ranging. Jam. loi insiarK c. wj jiied to 
ukc I9RI - Ihc year the l.TTE sci 
up — as the starting year lor his prolie. 
Now. (he High Court has ruled that 2^ 
July ldH7 {(Ik* year Ihe IPKFaccord seas 
signed) sh<xiUI serve as a si anting point 

O ne lallniui of the Arjun Singh 
rcsigiukiion drama is that the Rihi 
govcrnmeni tinaliy seems In have realis¬ 
ed the urgency of acting on ai (cast two 
of his complaints. 

The Ttrsi pertai ns to the ccixHimic pol i * 
cies of Ihe government and Ihe Prtiiie 
Minister has uikea it upon himself lo 
defend thc.se. 

But fctf the second serious charge 
ttboLt the invcsiigaiitw into the assKssi- 
nation of Rajiv Gandhi, raised by Af]un 
Singh, the PM has deputed law minister 
H.R. BhardwaJ to dis^wt the nuiion that 
the Congress wu involved in a cover-up 
Operation. 

Shortly after Justice Verma vuhmiu- 
ed his report, the government set up an 
eight-member ministerial committee to 
follow up on the charges made hy him. 
That committee whtch consinis of such 
sialwanis as S.B. Chavan. Arjun Singh. 
V.C ShukJa, Salman Khur^hid. B. Shan- 
kannand and Jagdish Tyiler has not met 
more than half a dozen limes and is yet 


to ma ke ilv mdiciments puM ic 
ft was the responsibiliiy of the com- 
mitiec to recommend names of those 
who should be held responsible for fac il I • 
laiing the assassination. There has been 
general unanimity in pushing for ftve 
names — V i nod Pandc, cabi net scereia- 
f> during the V.P. Singh regime: H P 
joshj. IB chief under V.P. Smgh; Cauri 
Shankar Bajpai. Singh's ^^cretary. secu* 
my; Shiromani Sharma. Singh's home 
secretary and final I y. V, P, Singh hi msci f. 

Now. ftillowing Ariun Singh's 
resignation, ihe conimitlce has suddenly 
been working overtime lo reach a conclu • 
Mini. On 2 January, the commiiicc met 
again adding two more lumes to its list: 
Raj Bhargava. home secretary and M.K 
Narayanan, direciur of 1B under 
Chandra Shekhar*s regime. 

It IS now capecicd that the gs^vem* 
meni will miiiaie some sod ol action 
against thoc bureaucrats as well as issue 
an official cimdemnaiion of V.P Singh 
lo reassure the rank and file iKui it wasn't 
dragging its feet over ihc assussinoiion 
Also, fol lowing Aiyun Singh's 
resignation, the PM had asked ihc home 
mini&try to prepare a note replying to the 
specific charges made by him regarding 
the assassination. Thai note is now ready 
and makes (he fol low mg poims: 

• Widi regard to the charge that no 
follow-up ociion has been taken hy the 
govemmeni, the note points out that the 
minisienal committee hax not yet sub¬ 
mitted Its final report. 

• In reply to ihe allegation that the 
government has not b^n cooperating 
with Ihe Jain Commission, ihc note 


points out ihai the Jain Commi.ssion's 
brief overlaps with the SIT's findings 
and unnecessarily seeks to duplkaie the 
invest igation alr^y conducted by the 
SIT. [| also stales that many of the witnes¬ 
ses. sought lo be summoned by the Jain 
Comrhis.sion lo Delhi, cannoi be 
brought here because of a real ihreai lo 
(heir lives, bven (he SIT investigation of 
these sensitive witnesses was conducted 
in secret locaiions and under coded 
names. 

Finally, the note points out that it is 
simply not possible to hand over all the 
documents Justice Jain requires because 
many of them pertain to secret negotia¬ 
tions and talks between Indira Gandhi 
and Rajiv Gandhi and the Sri Lankan 
government. It is not in the national ime* 
reM to make the eommissinn privy ro 
these dKumenti*. 

Obviously then. Rao has been forced 
into action hy Arjun Singh's lettei. Poli- 
ucal sources say that tlw indictmeni of 
(he bureaucrats Is now inevitable and 
dun Rao doesn't want to be seen to be 
dithering on the one i.ssuc that could 
well spill his party and bring his govern¬ 
ment down 

T hu more pertinent point is: why did 
the PM wail to be pushed against the 
wall before he began making the right 
noises? 

The Rajiv Gandhi usNassination is the 
one issue ihai loncerns 10 Janpaih inti¬ 
mately. Rao IS aware of just how concer¬ 
ned Sonia Gandhi is that the truth about 
her husband's death should be known 
and the guilty punished And yet. while 
Rao shows every sj gn of being su bscrvi • 
cm to 10 Janpatfi — calling Sonia 
'Madam' and rushing to A«r side every 
lime there is a crisis^ he has resolutely 
ignored the one factor that has been res* 
ponsjbic for the souring of their 
rclaiH^’Jtip. 

Thequeslionii. why'* 

The easy way to look at il is to undcr- 
>(and that Rao is not exactly a great coin- 
munkaior. Worve still, his follow-up 
abi 1 1 lie s are pathet k*. 

There iv little doubt that there has 
been a breakdown in communication 
between 7 Race Course Road and 10 Jan- 
path. Earlier, Wajahal HabibuUah had 
been used as a go-briweeii by Naraslm- 
ha Rao when he wanted to communicate 
with Sonia. .Now. with HabibuUah out 
of (he picture. Race Course Road is hard 
put lo find somenne who can act as a con¬ 
duit to Sonia Gandhi. 


IkWOAt MM 
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tng itut be ke^ her iofonned about Lbc 
progre^^ on this maaer. 

This created some corKicnotioo in 
Race Course Road, and the C3\ dircc* 
lor. K. Vijaya Rama Rao, wun broughi i n 
tor help. Finally, a report was prepared 
which sought lo conviiKc Sonia that 
when the Sri Lankan President 
Chandrika Kumaralunga was talking 
ateui making Prabhakamn dc facto 
Prime Minister of Jaflha. the Sn Lankan 
gdvemmeni was not gwng to hand him 
over to India ns a prime suspea in the 
Rajiv Gandhi assassination. 

But after gi)in£ lo all this efliirt. P.V. 
Narasimha Rao fuled to tell Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi why the govemmcni could not fol¬ 
low the course suggested by 'Hte Htrulu 
articles And she was left io believe that 


The PM could have used P. Chidam¬ 
baram except ihar he disiAists him. So. 
he turned to Saiish .Shamu instead, hut 
that didn't work either, for. while ihc 
rctii of the world regards the Captain a.s a 
Rajtv Gandhi loyalisi, Sonia regards 
hint as a P.V. Narasnuha Rm* man. S4», 
he lacked the crcdi bi 1 il y lo act e ffccti ve- 
ly as a liaison man. 

The Prime Minisier thus had to rely 
onhissiafl uicommunicate with IDJan* 
path. But since none I»rthose working in 
the Prime Mimsicr OlHcctPMOi had 
access lu Soma Clundhi. ilicy had to be 
cuntem with mceiing her trusted aide, V. 
George. The end result of all this was 
that George's views wert' passed off as 
Sonia's own. And Rao was none ihe 
wiser as lo what Sonia was really 
thinking 

He did know, 
however, that Rajiv's 
widow believed that the 
Jam Comniission. wh^ch 
was invcsiigaimg lier hiis< 
band's murder, was 
being sttmicJ ai every 
turn. And that Jiisiicc 
Jain, who hod been rvl us* 
ed uccess to certain scns|. 
tivc docunionis, was 
encouraging this hclicf 

So. the Prime Minisier 
asked the Indian high 
commissioner to Um* 
don. Dr I. M Singhvi. to 
come down to I>cihi nnd 
mediate in this mess 
Singhvi's brief was in 
explain to Jam and 
Sonia—that he could mu 
be allow ed to lixik ai sen- 
sensitive d^xurrKnts ihal 
involved naiional sccunt). 


Ctandni SMhar with Itaiiv; ftt PM, 
hm restored Gondtii’s $P8 cover 


SinghVI Hew down to IX*lill as instnic* 
led and did his hcsi to accomplish the 
task assigned lo him. But his best ctToris 
came to noughi hcxausi* oft Ik cumplcie 
absence of ci>mmun}cation between 7 
Race Ouirse Road and Kiianpath. 

A case 1 n poin i was ihc episode i n vol v- 
ng two anicles published recently 
by The HtnJu. These made oui a case fiv 
Cxiradi I Ing the LTTb: chief. V PrabhiA a- 
ran.in connectic^n with the Rujiv Gandhi 
assassination, ami argued that this was 
guile within the realnis of legal remedy. 

Aijun Singh made Ci^ics of die aitj* 
cles and sent them to George, who in 
turn forwarded ihcm lo .Sonia. She. for 
her pan. sent the ariiclcs lo the Prime 
M i ni stc r, wit h a sitiu 11 note at lached. ask- 


ihc Prime Minister simply could not be 
bothered to address himself to her con¬ 
cerns. even as Aj)un Singh <— wiho had 
unginaily brou^i ihe aniclc lo her rmti- 
cc ^ gloated in die wings. 

Whai’s rrM3re. by (Ids time, at least a 
doren people had seen the ankles and 
.Sonia's note (both in 10 Janpaih and 7 
Race Courv Road). And Narasiiniha 
Rao's sileiM.'c seemed to indicate in them 
that hunia ranked very low cm his lisi of 
priorities. 

Sonia Gandhi wm further enraged 
when various government cmissancs 
seemed to suggetu that the reason why 
certain documenui relating to ihe L'lTU 
could not be made public was because 
(hey would only besmirch the memory 
of Rajiv Gandhi, by revealing (hat he 


had made various deals with the Tamil 
Tigers, To a woman whose lite revolves 
around keeping the memory of her dead 
husband alive, ibis was like adding 
insult to injury. 

Moreover, (his arguineni didn't make 
much scn.se from lui objective point of 
view either. After all. if Justice Jain was 
to investigate (he LTlT's involvement 
in Rajiv Gaixlhi's assassination, he 
could hardly do so without caumining 
the tkcumcnis pertaining (o the Indian 
government's dealings with the LTT£. 
And U wasn't as if he was a.skmg ihal 
these reciKds he made public, he jusi 
wanted the chance to examine and judge 
them for himself. 

B ui to explain the situation simply m 
terms of a communicaiion break* 
down or a personality t 1 aw on the pad o( 
ilw PM would be simplifying mailcis 
With Ihc exccpijon of V P .^igh. 
those whis stand tube iiidicicJ arc all top* 
ranking hureaucrais of their (unc 
Although ihi*y have >inix rciircil, ihc 
IAS BnuhcrhtHHl has closed ranks 
hchiTHi I hem It believes ihai lar too oh 
en (ts n>cinhi*rs ;irc claimed as sculps loi 
politico! I allures. The kick sccuniy 
Ihal W loihe dcaih of K.tiiv Oondhi was 
the ivsiili of u |>iliitcdl, not hurejuernue, 
decision. Bui once .ig.nn ii is ihe 
bureaucrats who arc giung to h'lve lo 
UU' IK' rup. And iht powcrlul IAS 
lobby Is determined lo pniicct ils niem* 
hers ihisiinic found 

Rosi IS caught hciwccn a wck ansi a 
hard place. ShiKildhcpiish for the indici- 
mcnis that winiKi gne Soma Gandhi (he 
sail si act 100 of krH)wing thui those res* 
ponsihic for hi‘i husband's death Itave 
mu gone scoi 1 rccAmi by Jiung m>. can 
iIk sofi leader i>l a weak govcrnmeni 
afTorJ aniugonising the bureaucracy'^ 
The answer isn't easy Bui ii is clear 
that Rao will have to ciiKfge from his 
shell - and l ist. One word ol protest 
I n im Sisnia Gandhi. w ho has so I ar seeth¬ 
ed in silence, would cause a revolt iii the 
parly and the fal I of h i s gos^ntnenl. 

T'he whole truth about w hy Kajiv Gan* 
dhi had lo die may never emerge. But 
since the former Prime Ministci remains 
a major s-otc getter tor ihc Cvmgrcss par¬ 
ty. the least the parly president can do is 
begin hy answering ihc most basic gues- 
tiiais. Thrcc*und*a*haU years after the 
suhconiincnr.s most dcvasiaimg assaxsi. 
naiion, he owes ii lu hi.siory and to the 
nation. • 






Prlma Miflisttr NtrasImM fUo: refuting to net 


Holding operation 


T Iu' M^iuU dll thclc. On 

IfHl.i), iXx'cmN-r. A ICC 
general scca*l;ir> dixJ (’«>ngreN- 
%\ i) spokesman Janardlian PtK> 
jary told journalisls al his daily 
hncfing ihai a aorganisuuon ol the 
Umun Cabinet as well js dial of the p.ir- 
ty was on the earJs 

1'lK'n came the eunctfllaliiin of Presi- 
dem Shankar Huyal Shamia's uflteial 
visit In ITianjavur U>r the niauguraiuHi 
of ihe ciglHh World Tamil CiHifcrence 
So. on Saturday, 3! December, when 
members of the C'ahi.icl received nicssd- 
Kcs for a meetinc ui 7. Race Course 


reshuffle — or ai least r<ir ati cKpunsion 
of the Cabinet 

But the three•and'uOialf'htwrdong 
meeting with the PrinK Minister was 
4]uiic a dampner. Though all the mim* 
Kters had reached the F^me Minister's 
residence armed with their resignaiion 


For the moment, Prime 
Min ister Narasimha 
Rao decides not to 
react'to A rjun Singh's 
charges 


IctlerN. Kao didn't even discuss the 
reshufTle. There was also no memion of 
the forthcoming Assembly elections 
and how the party was gtnng lu handle 


agenda for the meeting; a discussion of 
fomKr human resources developineni 
minister Arjun Singh's resignation kl* 
ler and the allegations (hot he had made 
against the jwTy high command. Over 
endleu cups of lea and coffee, every 


minister was given a chance to air 
his/her views on the subject. 

The allegations were discu.^sed 
threadharc and the meeting rejected 
them as "baseless" and accused Aijun 
Singh of violating the principle of collec¬ 
tive responsibility. It was also decided 
that the issue would be discussed at Ihe 
forthcoming session of the AlCC which 
would decide on the action to be taken 
against Arjun Singh. 

W hile Arjun Singh has taken await* 
and'Waich stand, the Prime Mini¬ 
ster has set up a chsi.s management com¬ 
mittee to handle the situation, Pranab 
MuUieijee. K. Karunkaran aod Jitcodra 
Prasad are working to maintain unity in 
(he party but at the same time they arc 
also try i ng to isolate A rju n S ingh. 

Though some Congressmen tike the 
Haryana chief minister. Bhajan UiJ. an.* 
of the opinion that strict action should be 
uken against Arjun Singh, the PM is not 
in favour of doi ng that. Expe 11 ing 


Ri^d, inc general nnp^cs^icln wun that 
ihc l^tnic Minister was flnafl) going in 
for the moch-ialkcd'about Cabinet the campaign. 

Instep, then; wax only a onc-poini 


MUMMV» •«Mn^ im 
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Aijun Singh at (his 
stage n^chjIJ mean (hai he 
wuuld become some kind 
of a manyr and would 
give hint unnecessary 
impOfla/Ke. 

Bui It has been decided 
(hut u ''filling'’ reply 
would be given Uiall the 
al legations at dilTcrcnt 
fooims of (he |>any to 
make sure that Anun 
Singh does not manage io 
gamer support within the 
Congress. The AlCC* 
secreiancs have held mee* 
tings with Rjo and infer* 
mul parleys by various 
ministers are also being 
held. 

Not that (he former 
HRD minister has succee¬ 
ded in mustering much 
support so far. No MP or 
MLA of consequence has 
t^nJy citpressed support 
for him. Though (he chief 
minister of Madhya 
Pradesh. Digvijay Singh, 
has said that he would 
oppose Arjun Singh's dis¬ 
missal from die party, he 
loo has cupresned his 
fai lb i n Ruo's leadership. . 

A lot, however, is J 
being made out of the e 
large lumixjt of ministers _ 

ai Churhar for ilic last Tl 

mes ul Arjun Singh's OOSS 

mother and also of the 
resignation of (he Uttar nSIIC 

Pradesh Congress Com* Coitm 

nilliec fUPCC) president. * 

N.D.Tiwan. fOTTnei 

Though (he reasons for 
Tiwari's resignation arc 
different — he had told 
Kao to withdraw support to ihc 
Mulayam Singh Yadav government by 
'tl December, failing which he would 
quit his post -- it is Ihe liming which is 
(King given importance. 

N.D. Tiwaii enyoys tremendous .sup* 
port uxnongsi ihc UP Congressmen. 
After his resignation, 41) Pradesh Con¬ 
gress Committee members from Uttar 
Pradesh wnite to the Prime Minister io 
Slop the vice-president <if the UPCC 
from ho| di ng a meeting. Tlicy al so threa¬ 
tened to hold an aJtemaiive meeting if 
appropnaic action was not taken Tiwa< 
ri'< closeness to Aijun Singh flic met Ihe 



The Rao camp is not ruling out the 
possibili^ of N.O. rnvari (above) joining 
hands with Arjun Singh to challenge the 
Congress leadership, in fact, Tiwari met the 
former HRD minister soon after he resigned 

from the Cabinet 


former HRD minister vion after his | 
resignation) is heinf, token as an indica¬ 
tion that the two -if them might join 
hands against the Congress leadership. 

S o far. Rao has taken Ins usual stand 
of not doing anything. Eacepi cxclu- 
(tirrg Aijun Singh fiom ihc cariipaigii 

commiRcc forthcncairuund of Assrmb* 
ly elevlKins. no action has been taken 
against him. 

There tv. however, little diHiht that the 
anqrations rnadc by Arjun Singh have 
ran led the party. Rao has mode hiinscM 
aecvssiMc to the press and hiiv given 
three interviews m the loM fortnight 


in which he has said more 
or less the uune things 
there will be oo going 
bock on the liberalisation 
process and (he Congress 
would not resort to popul¬ 
ist policies for sbort-icrm 
gains. And that the Con¬ 
gress has always been 
pro-poor and would conti¬ 
nue to remain so. 

But there are very few 
indications ol this. For 
example, even though Rs 
.’15,(N)0 crore hud been set 
aside for rural develop¬ 
ment. there are mi visible 
signs to idiow that this 
huge tund a being proper¬ 
ly utilised. There is no 
proper tnomuifing sys¬ 
tem at the state levels for 
(he impleinenuition of 
development schemes 
and the Rojgar Yojuna 
Programmes that were 
announced with much 
fanfare last year. 


Regarding Arjun 
Singh's allegation ' lhat 
enough has not been done 
ahsHJl the investigations 
mlo the Rajiv Ctandhi 
assussinalion case, the 
home niinisiry is being 
ie asked to furnish details 

Ininv about die progress made 

so far The pony, 
however, is of (he npin- 

ItAf frliA 
IIC4 illV 

commissions investigat¬ 
ing the assassination and 
for revealing the larger 
'■ conspiracy behind it. 

Tlic government also feels thaiiVs 
doing at I it eon to bring those n sponsi¬ 
ble for the demolition of the Ruhri Mas- 
jiil to hook. But an apology ~ as has 
been asked for by Arjun Singh —would 
send out wrong signals to Ihe people. 

And more so at a lime when elections 
to five suces arc due in the ncxi few 
weeks. For now. (he focus will shift to 
Ihe pulls and the larger questions about 
what the party stands for and whui needi; 
lo he diMW to nwamp ii will take a back- 
scat-* lilhhc next crisis comes tip. • 

SMUs irW> btimmt 
r^poft9/N^w D0tN 
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"K is a fact that 
there are no 
charismatic 
ieaders in the 
Congress today. 
We have to 
devise some 
other methods 
whereby the 
party be^mes 
effective" 


The Congre^ needs 
restni^ring" 


U u*oi cr monii'n! *>f privtiff 
Soon after reMf^uinfi from the Union 
Cabinet. Arjan Stn^h ru.shed ojf to 
Churhat, Wi anve.^tral home, to attend 
Wa ju^t-deeeused mtHher's loM ritei. 
But what wai to have been a ftimih 
gathennn sotvi turned into ^ at ieii.st 
forthepre.^s pitliticat event Siniieg- 
iev were supposed to he formulated 
here, puhlir meeiiUKS and prnvfr c<mfa- 
huhuons held But anyfhHlv with the 

4 

slightest idea oj how Arjun Singh works 
would know that any min es plotted 
were planned well in adxxtnce. 

So the head ( ouni-^ a supposed indi- 
I'nsorofhawmurh eupm^rs he enjoyed 
— was quite redundant. Neucrsheless, a 
major ponton of the Cahinei of his 
hi>me state. Madhya Pnide.\h. hot 
there, though chief minisier Digvijav 
Singh was caiis[m uous by his absence. 
There were a Jew‘ MP.s from the state 
and a handful from other traK.i as well, 
including Andhra Pradesh, and dissi- 


Arjun Singh on his 
resignation from the 
Union Cabinet and 
what ’.V wrong with tlte 
party led by 
Narasimha Rao 


dent Congressmatt Af./- Pofetkir was 
there ttto. 

Union envirownent minister Kamnl 
Noth was aiso present, and he fypified 
the dilemma that .stene of his Ctmgtess 
colleagues were in. when He Udd Singh 
that he was there "as Ike Pnme Mini- 
.iter's emissary..." 

Arjun .^ngk spoke to Svsiisr at hi\ 
Churhai residence. E.Kcerpts: 

Ss’SOAV: A sccikM of the medU fdt 


Ihol you knew that the Prime Mini* 
ster was about to drop you from llie 
Cabinet. Isthal why you resigned? 
Arjun Singh: I think chut is u pcrcep* 
lion that is neither fair to the Prime Mini* 
sicr nor lo me. But 1 wish 1 knew hi.s 
mind so well on this iind niuny other 
mailenv, 

Q: In the past, you've raised Issues 
from within the parly while still serv* 
ing the governmenl. What was it that 
called for such a d rastk step this time? 
A: According to me. matters had reach¬ 
ed a fairly disturbing state. Clradually it 
was hreoming rienr that iruny of (he pre¬ 
mises on which wc functioned were not 
acceptable to ihe people The election 
results in the iwo stales of Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka only confirmed 
this. So I thought I luu perhaps as an ordi- 
nary worker [ would he in a hciicr posi* 
lion to aniculate whai 1 want to say, 
Thai’s why 1 resigned fnim the C'ahmci. 


•uUMVI T«jpi«wri«r' 
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INTERVICW 



I Q: You've mentioned In 
I your resi)jnalHin letter 
; that economic Uberali* 

; satlon was only a lihe- 
ralisHlion of corrup' 

I licHi. So didn't the cor* 
rupllon cha rites afiuiast 
«omc of your ('abrnel 
collraitues have anyth¬ 
ing* lodo wiihit? 

A: Well, II was all things 
put to^cthci, K'cau'vC >ihi 
ncc Ihi' hi^^csc ihin^ ihjt 
happened in ihiN sector, it 
yon nuy tail ii. was ihc 
secuniicN siiirn. whose 
' dimensions aic sull nin 
known. Wc aic nIiII work* 
mu wuli uppn>simaiions, 
in any cusc, it is anyihmi: 
iihnvi'Rs.SjMKUroic. 

Well, the JiMiU Parlia* 
inenur)' Connumcc 

was set np, ]| Mih* 
nulled a unanimous 
ivpon. And you kmiw 
hoW' ihiOjis went from 
one to aniiihci aller ilui. 

In a way, the very sopiv* 
muey ol hirlianu ni has 

voine un^k*r iinesiuin. 

And when ihe t|ocsitoii <if 
Ihc Action Taken kep*iri 
(ATKi came up, at dwt very 
slugc I said I lull ii> really pul ,tcross the 
idea that we uic ahsoluicly dear u» iNir 
minds thai wc ckvi'l want lo shield uny 
body, wben ver the chips may tall they 
should tall I hiid sug^'sled this ot the 
time when ihc first ATK came up ami 
ihcOpposilron Iroyeolled ParliamciU. 

The sii^prslion was nm «K'ecpied and 
the rcMscd A7'K came up and I sag^csi- 
ed dial same ilim|! agarn. But miihm^ 
camcot lhal cmIkt. 

Q: I'liere Ls a feeling umimg n session 
of Ihe Congn'ss parly that your 
misnathm just before five states go 
to pcdls gives the wrung kind of signal, 
A: Wh.ii Is Ihc signal and whai is die pur* 
pose ot .saying ad this? 11 every thing 
c'omcs criisimig down over our he;ids 
what is ihc use of suymg all ilhrse things 
ihao'^ 11 wws c sson 1 1 ui that w c do ccm nc I h- 
iiig !•' change tlic perceptam i»f ihe 
pcop] e ticb >rc w c go to the pid Is 

Q; 4 re you saying that by rislgnlng. 


"I am not talking about 
any change in the 
Con^^ss leadership. I 
never have. I have placed 
certain issues before the 
party and they should be 
addressed. That’s all I 
want" 


you meant lo tell the nuis.s» that 
there are slQI people withia Ihe Con¬ 
gress who are willing lo lurn the Ikle? 
A: No. that's ImAing at M iWim a very 
pcjsonaliscdangU:.. 

Q: li nvednT have been you. I meant 
perhaps M»inebods who tell the ^ame 
way... 

A: You see. the CongJe^^ party is one. 
There arc no shades in ii. neither arc 
llica' any p.Mgraphicul idem i lies... 


Q: Rut lhal just w bal you've nicnlHi* 
ned in your resignation Idler. 

A: Yes, I did. Hiat's whui I was coming 
to. You sec. what is ai stake is Ihecrcdihi 
lity of Ihc Congress organisanon; the 
government esuncs later because vou 
are a p«in of Ihc ('ongirss party govern¬ 
ment. The (Mgams.ition has to he correc* 
led Now il' everyone says lhal nothing 
needs to he done, then I c.m accept lhal 
my perrepiion is I0() per cent wrong. 
But when |x\iplc suy that Ihe issues arc 
nghr. lhal ihcy dcscrs'c c<>nsiderdiH>n. 
but that the liming is wrong, then I ask, 
'Should wc l.dk about this aAer the par* 
ly has lost'? 1 don't think that would be 
wjsdrm. 

Q: So you feel lhal a miijorlty of your 
parly men share your views? 

A: Thai is an idea ihai may be right or 
wnmg, hut the faLi remaim. ihul people 
are disturbed 

Q: You've talked ahoul reftinicluring 
Ihe organisation. Rut If lhal Is done. 


“I WILL CERTAINLY NOT GO AGAINST THE CONGRESS 
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means (hai we have U» 
devise some other 
otcihods whereby ihc par¬ 
ly becomes efleclive. 
And ihat is only possible 
when we stari tune (ion- 
ing colleciively and we 
have fonnw wheix mai¬ 
lers arc discussed iuid 
opportuniiics arc given lo 
ail ievcb of Congressm¬ 
en u» tK[mss their oj>i* 
fuons. Now if there are no 
mceiingsof the A ICC tor 
monihs logcihcr, it 
people are not allowed lo 
make ihcir point even ai 
ewe* meetings, how 
does the Congress wor¬ 
ker make hia point? 


don't you think it won't make much 
difference If you have the same 
people running it? 

A: What I meuAi, and whai I have made 
ituiie clear is that all (Ik institutional for¬ 
um »that fi nd pkKC i n nur party consii lu* 
linn must be allowed lo function. 

Q: And you listed some violnlions... 

At It was not u question of violations, it 
was more ;^ut where we have landed. 

Q: So you see nothing wrong with the 
same people running ■ re-stnicturrd 
panv? 

At It It not so much who runs it as how. 
Now suppose there has to be an election 
committee. The constiiuiioA says that 
five or seven people will be meniber^oC 
the parliamentary board and eight or 
nine will have lo be elected by the 
AlCC and they put together will form 
the election committee. Now there is nei¬ 
ther a pa/iiamcniary board and neither 
have elections taken place. And the enti¬ 
re Congress Wtvking Committee has 


“SonU Gandhi is very 
well-infonned and I am 
sure she has the interest 
of the country and the 
Congress parh' at heart. 
But nobody n^s to put 
pressure on her to join 
politics" 


been made (he electiun conmnticc — 
sorndhing which has never happened 
before. So rhese are the kind of things I 
brought up. 

Q: You've said that the Congrrss 
1ad($ a charismatic leader and very 
modestly counted yourself out.. 

A: But 1 was only stating u fact. It 
wasn't a rrlleciion on anyone. The faci 
is that there is no chartsmaiic leader in 
the party at present, which 


Q: But whal If the Con* 
greu were lo find a cha* 
rtsmallc leader. Someo¬ 
ne like Sonia flandhl 
perhaps... 

A: I think that people ure 
i;d(ing Sooidji's name in 
d very' casual mnmwr. 
Whv Tve always s;iid is 
that It is iffily my view 
that shcbci'oniesFicUse in 
the Congress, but wlmt 
she wonUs to do Is entirely her dcclsi<m. 
Nobody needs to put prevsure on hci, 
she IS wise enough lo take her own 
decisions, 

Q: Have you apprised her of what Is 
in your view, the crisis lhal the party 
is going through? 

A: Well you know, she is fully uwiirenl 
everything. 1 don't have lo apprise hei 
of anything She is very well in formed, 
and 1 tan vouchsHfc for this ihni she has 
the mlcrcsl of ihc country and ihc Con- 
ga*ss party at heart. Whether she joins 
jKiliiics or she diKs nut, whether sIk* 
sayv stMioLhing or not, this tact I know. 
^rKl we shtiulj kt tlie mailer rest there. 
Id Iter ikctde whal she w jrtts lo do 


Q: Did Snnia Gandhi know about 
vour mignallon before you .submitt¬ 
ed it? 

At No. certainly nnc. Tins is u canuid 
lhal has been spread with (he intention 
of iryi ng l<i confuse the people ahtiu (hn. 



PARTY. THAT MUCH IS CERTAIN" 


went»-jww)' 
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INTERVIEW 


Q: B«log a member df the govern- ibe !oM fortnighi that your reslgna* 
ment, you were certainly party to the tlon wouldn't have any ^ect Ip 
policies adopted by it. You were, for either New Delhi or Bho^, but that 


instance, one of the people who draft¬ 
ed the economic policy that you've cri¬ 
ticised In your reslgnatloo letter. 
Don't you think you are also responsi¬ 
ble for the way things have gone? 


the bnics you've raised should be 
addressed and finally that he stUI 
thinks <d you as his politkaJ gum. 
A: The question Is that if all the points 
that 1 have raised are of do consequence 


A: {have mentioned in my leiierihat Ht and deserve to be thrown in the dustbin. 

drafted it. So there i<noquestion of deny* let somebody say that. 

ing what we have decided, lam only say- Bui if there is substarKe in what [ 


A; You sec there is no question of con¬ 
fronting anyone. The Congress party 
has its own character. Now certain 
issues have become imperative for its 
own survival according to me. And if i 
these are understood to be crucial by 
others as well — and practically everyo¬ 
ne is saying so — then all I am raying is 
that the party itself will do som^ing, 
and I'm h(^ing for that 


ing what we have decided, lam only say- Bui if there is substance in what [ 

ing that its implementation went awry, have said then I am very cleaf In my Q: N.D. Tlwarl has been your 
that the policy drafted for economic libe- mind that in order to strengthen the par- staunch supporter within the party, 
ralisaiion had to have a human facr as iy and to make it win elections, som^- What do you think of his proposal to 
well. That it did not CMitain all the ing will have to be done. Thai is all. I withdraw support to the Mulayam 
facets that needed to have been taken am not going to revolt. I am not going to Singh government In Uttar Pradesh? 
into account. There is a large section of split. I am not going to make any move A: What do we gain by supporting that 
people in this country who don’t benefit against anyone but I will keep on main* government? Is there any 


directly from liberali* 
sution and they have to be 
protected. All these 
things were not in the J 
draft. They were there in | 
the spirit of the draft, not ; 
in the letter, [ 

How the policy is ] 
implemented is what mat¬ 
ters, I am not at all against 
libcrali.ration. 1 fully 
believe (hut in the new 
situation titat exists in the 
country and in the world, 
we have to hherahse. 
And I am also quite clear 
about the fact that this . 
was not something that 
suddenly dawned on us. ! 
It was pun of the pnxess \ 
that wa^ started way back 
alter Independence 
where u mixed economy 
was mooted and allowed 
to function. Now a stage 
has come where the priva¬ 
te sector tan take on 
much more responsibili¬ 
ty and (be public sector 
can play its role in a more 
limited way. 



j 
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Qj You've always 
Influenced the politics 
of Madhya Pradesh. Whal will be 
your present role now that you are 
out of the government? 

A: Well, wherever Tm needed by the 
parly I’ll be there. I am not distancing 
myself from Madhya Pradesh. 

Q: The reactions of state leaders to 
your realgnillon have been mined* 
Chtef mlnlater DIgvIJay Singh's sUlc- 
menU seem unclear: he’s said over 


"What do we gain by supporting the UP 
government? Is there any reciprocity in it? 
Welt, we don't see any. Mulayam Sin^ even 
wert to Andhra Pradesh and campaigned 

against us" 


} Is there any 
rtciprociiy in It? Well, 
we don't see any. He 
(Mulayam Singh) even 
went to Andhra Pradesh 
and campaigned againtt 
us. 

The Congre.ss has 
stood for certain tdcalv. It 
ha^ its own policies and 
programmes and if there 
is a lack of faith m these 
policies and pn>grammes 
today, wc must analyse 
what went wrong. And it 
is only wlwn wc have 
restored the Coiigicss to 
its primary posidun, and 
when ail sections of the 
people again start think¬ 
ing of the ('ongicss us a 
puny which benerns 
them will wc Man winn 
mg elections Wc have to 
restore the Congnrss to 
what It was, not borrow 
5 something from 

I Mulayam Singh or bor- 
»row wmcthmg fnim 
j Laloo Yadiiv or somelh- 
* ing from somebody else 
and feel that all this put 
together will make up for 
what we have lost. 


taining (hat (his is (be poutkm and that 
we have to act 

Qi But what bappenf If ihc Issues that 
you have raised are r^|ected7 
A: ] will certainly not go against the Con¬ 
gress pany That much is cenain. But I 
hope people see my reasoning. 

Qi But wbat If you arc required lo coo- 
front certain Individuals? 


Q: Finally, It has been a tradition In 
the Congress not to change Its leader¬ 
ship In midstream. Do you think that 
the disc has come to change the 
tradlUon? 

A: 1 am no( talking about any change in 
the leadership, I never have. I have plac¬ 
ed the issues before the party, they 
should be addrexsed. that's all f want. • 

iot»rs0o>r»d0y4i>froofrBwi/ghiwRaf 


SUHOAV S-U iM 
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UKH, RUKH, RUKH! 


Film huffs 
have tried 

king and hard to figure out 
why Bolly wiMid's hottest 
star. Shah Rukh Khaivwxs 
among the lowcsl • 9 aid 
heroes in the industry. 
(Khan reportedly charges 
anything between Rs 25 
to Rk 35 ltdth per film 
compared to the Akshay 
Kumars whi> take home 


t4 

I 


Rs 50 lakh and more). 
Now. income-lav (IT) 
sleuths seem to have 
some answers to this 


query. 

A shop owned by Shah 
Rukh and wife Gauri at 
Pali Hill in Bandra 
(West), has been taken 


over by the IT 
depanmenl. Reason: the 
purcha.se agmement had 
been allegedly 
undervalued. 

The film star and his 
wife's picas that they had 
purchased the shop for Rs 
75 lakh have failed to 
convince the (T 
dqvinmeni. They put 
down the real value of the 



Uam 


properly at a whoppi ng 
Rs i.5crore. 

Clearly, (he Boueigrr 
hadn't thought of the 
Anjaam when he tried to 
pull this one. 



A CELEBRITY IN HER 
OWN WRITE 


r 



From editor 
of7V 

Sufiday Timex to editor of 
The Meintptfiix xm 
Sofurday, Bachi Karkaha 
has hecetme a ceicbfity in 
her own write. Now, vhc 


has added yet another 
feather to her cap- 
Karkaria lias been chosen 
for the prestigiems 
Achievement Award 
given hy the US-hased 
Mary Morgan KewcU 


ORDERLINECASE 


With (he 
pany'.sbase 
shrinking sic^ily m the 
country. istheBJP 
deciding to extend its 
frontiers? Not reatly. Bui 
the maverick .wifii ri. 
Uma Bhaili. president of 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Yuva Manch. is 
threatening to cross the 
border. 

The fir'^brand MP has 
served an ultimatum to 
the government to tackle 
theproMemof 
insurgency in the 
nonh-ea.si. before May. 
Failing which, she will go 
to any length (or tradih) 
to resolve the issue. 

She has (hreaierted to 


march into Pakistan 
occupied Kashmir from 
Poonch and Rajouri and 
inlo Bangladesh from 
Bengal and Assam But 
cynical hacks say that this 
Um BlurtI: but t« Benaxlr 














Fund. 

Nominated and 
recommended by 
Khushwani Singh as "the 
best Indian woman 
journalist", she has 
certainly proved her 
mettle in the field. The 
Fund, it seems, was 
particularly impressed 
with her powerful 
repotting of human 
tragedy, especially during 
the 1993 riots in India, as 
also her regular AIDS 
stories. 

But did the award come 
as a surprise? "Not 
really." says Korkariu. for 
she had been asked to 
send in Iwr clippings 
curlier 

Alien he triumph of 
Sushmiln und Aishwarya. 
iliichi's award only 
ultlrms I hut 1994 was the 
yciir when the world 
woke up to the Indian 
wtnnan. 


isjust a clever way of 
piicking her hag.s and 
running away from her 
problems. 

But rm, Bharti hasn’t 
cianfled whether she will 
undertake this journey 
alone, or in the company 
of Govind Achuryu. 



No BABIES FOR THE 
BABY DOLL 



AAtha CWMi: tWse«t 

Her fans cal I 
her Baby 
Doll. Bui et-hushand 
Rajesh Jhaveri goes red In 
the face at the very • 
mention of this name. 

Jhaveri *s anger is 
caused by the fact that his 
wife. Madonna-wannabe 
Alisha Giinai. refused 
him a baby of their own. 
Jhaveri couldn’t live with 
(he fact that Alisha kept 
turning down his pkas to 
have a diiki. as it niiglii 

ruin her career—or even, 
spoil her figure. And rmi 
surprisingly, the marriage 
broke down irrevocably. 

split has left 
Jhaveri • very 


disillusioned man as he 
had sUxkJ solidly behind 
Alisha all these years, and 
masicrmi nded her every 
career move. He says 
bitieiiy now. *Bvcn if 
Alisha Sticks for another 
20 years, she will r>ul be 
able to cam what I am 
earning now.* 

But our homegrown 
'material girl' couldn’t 
care less. Rajesh wttuld he 
wcll-advitcd to take 

lessrui from Scan Penn. 
wh<i d umped pop star 
wife. Madonna, to start a 
family with former Santa 
Sarhoru star. Robin 
(Kelly) Wright. 


Una 

STICKY 

WICKET 

Whath^ie 

is there for a 
erkket team when the 
skipper himself is asked 
10 leave the field? Jna 
bizarre incident. Bombay 
captain, Sanjay 
Manjrckar. was ordered 
off ihc ground for one full 
session. 

The (fruma unfolded 
during the Mahurdshlru 
versus Boinbuy Ranji 
Trophy match at Solapur. 
after an appeal against a 
Maharashtra Nitsnian was 
turned down by umpire 
V.L. Kulkarni. Manjrckar 
was nunc kki happy with 
the decision and made his 
displeasure public. 

Fun her. he went up loihe 
man in the white coal and 
allegedly abused him, 



tlwt'a 


MtcrtcM 


I 


But, if cme Ihought that 
Manjnrkar would he 
repentant al the end of it 
all, nothing could he 
fanher from the inith. The 
Bombay skipper went on 
to lamhosl the ptKv 
standard of umpiring.» 















They say 
an organisation 
shouid be judged by 

its products. 

Ours happens to be 
the economic progress 
of the whole country. 




\d/OBl 's fficu i. fu r tbe la th t riy 
years, has been on acceleroilnfi ibe 
f^roietb of every sector of tbe economy. 

U bas ipearbeaded ibe growth 
of infrastructure for industry, helped 
develop entrepreneurship, and promoted 
insttiutions ibai are helping build a 
bealiby and vibrant capital market. 
And bas (fbuf triggered ibe industrial 
momenium that bas made today's 
Itberalisation process possible. 

Tbe results of these efforts for 
Ibe country are clear Tbe results, for 
tfldt's own hifttum Itnc, deserve attention. 

iDit«I Htoiatmoi 

• Horltf's (inih d0velopnt*fi( linincidf 
wmom. nth an mm tea «l 9W M, 00 Q 
uorai 

• IMmI lsr9es> Nnm4 aisnuhofl wA cunjitfive 
Ml tancamof rf«n mn Rt /vOdOaivB 

• Hi 0 iKr«oiaintolforfi 1 undt<r)Oim«llo< irxhafi 
May v«n IM US. f uropan and Ason capital 

iwwa 

• tufea cndR Oub tv aniitei fta tio nt i daW issua 
<M 0 » Oy JAM Bona flesaann inaiauta) oMmd 
dyan Indian bdirMr 

• Wwid das MM* AM Capa adawr <al« 
13«a% PafionnngaM9?% 

For it's grown into Ibe world's 
tenth largest development bank, with 
assets of owr fts i4.000 ctores Made 
the highest net profit • Hs (itt (.rotes 

amongalUndtan hanks and financial 
institutions And, over the last five 
years, recvrded a compound annual 
growth rale of 27% in loan sanctions, 
21% in dtshursemenis and .i0% in profits 
before tax 




InduMria^ DrvelopnMiil Hunk of India 

lOBI Tuwrt ('*irr K«rad« H.xiihiy 40n tlllS 


The pillar of Indians economic stren^ith 


Aai«<l«n/l0l)/2as/n A 
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Greens rejoice as the 
Supreme Court orders 
a halt to industrial and 
developmental 
activities along India's 

coastline 


L au momh. ihe envinmmenlal 
ini>vcnK'ni iif India scored a 
iiMjof victory. On 12 Dcccni- 
■Kt. the .Supreme Oiurt order- 
fd Uw Muppape ot aJI con* 
Kimciiofl aclivjitcs within .VMI metres 
from the high *000 line - the 

Tan he St point on the shore ui which sea 
water reaches during (he higgesi tide of 
the year * * in peninsular India. And the 
scope of the order's apiiliealMm is so 
wide (hut il has upset (he prundioNC plans 
of several industries. If strictly enforevsi. 
jl could send Ihe industrial, tourism and 
agricuUurJ kibhy inio ati/zy. 

The interim ooicr, passed hy a Supre¬ 
me Court Bench ctwnprtsing Justice 
Kuldip Singh and Justice SC Sen, 
cumc in response lo a petition filed hy 
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waterfront 


tile New nelhi*bu.sed lawyer 
lumed-environmenial crusader. M.C. 
Mehta. The taodmark decision has been 
widely welcomed by the Greens, who 
say that it will help halt further dcicrioni- 
lion of the country's highly degraded 
coasia] hett. 

Says Mehta, who is also connected 
with die Ijiditiii CiMJiicii fin Rjiviio- 
Legal Action, a Deihi-hased NGO com¬ 
mitted lo saving the envinwiment. "The 
coastal ecology is cstfemcly fragile. 
However. uiKontrullcd growth was 
mushrooming all along the couniry's 
7 . 006 -km* long coesd inc decile govern 
ment guidelines specifically banning 
such development near the coast." 


A number of coastal areas of the coun¬ 
try — Piioravaram in Tamil Nadu and 
the suuihcrn parts of West Bengal — 
have extensive tracts of mangroves 
which support a multitude of life forms. 

However. itt*planned development 
has already destroyed large parts of that 
hiodivcrsiiy. The Cbilka l^akc in Orissa 
and the Pulkac l^ke in Andhra Pradesh 
have also been alTecled because of the 


I ndira Gandhi, cimsidervd India's most 
€c<>*cunscious Prime Minister m> far. 
had realised the poihlcm as far huLk us 
1981. She had issued guide!ims in all 
(Ik coastal states and the islands of I ,uk • 
shadwuc'p anti Aiklaman and Nicobar lo 
kcq> asi^ fiiUkn from the HTI. as a no- 
development Tone. The beaches must 
be kept tree from all kinds of artificial 
devctopmcni and pcdlulion from 


CoHtoMtiN nf cahMlanit on the 
CMta Lifcc in Orisan: hngla ccoloef 


same ruMm. 


Besides, (he over*eaplofiaiion of 
gfounJwaicr in such coastal towns as 
Mad»t and Vishakhapainam has result 
cd in a nerknis ingiv&sof sea walcr. ews* 
ing salintfioo and rendering the fresh 
w«er MMjrces useless, says Mehta. 
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pare a nwUer plan for [he managemctu 
of the coastal zone lo regulate growth 
and devetopmem tn uidi areas. 

*As the rulers of these staler could tKtl 
ifTord 10 upsd Madarmr GaiMlhi, they 
dutifully obeyed and cnfcmxd the cen* 
(ral guidelines. However, since her 
death, industry and icairism have played 
havoc with dte country's com by dump* 
ing loaic maienals into the wa. Miiing 
up hazardous iitdiMrics along the coast, 
destroying vital nwine life and also 
afTecting millions of people, who live 
near the sea and derive d^r livelihood 
from il.* said an cnvirunmcnialiM. 


b>' the Union mmiriry of environment 
and hwestH (MtF) in KehrMary 1WI, pov 
hibiiing the selling up of new industries 
and expansion of existing ones in the 
coastal rcgulaiiun Aonc (CK/). This 
area included the land hciwccti ihc luw- 
tide line (I.TL) and the HTl.. and the 
.SOOmfromiheHTI.. 

1 1 alM> banned numiracture. storage 
or disposal ha/iinlous suhstances, and 
the conslmciton of nsh-|iroccssing units 
Of warehouses. In addition, it forhadc' 
land reclamation and the discharge of 
untreated wastes or effluents 

11 >c stales were given a year to prepa* 


I 


Beach brigands 


Property developers play havoc in Goa 


I 


A M*r structure CMihig up M 
reclaimed land at Walkestwar near 
Sombar iHul next? 


indusinal and town wastes must also he 
avoided tola My,'* read her directive. 

In laci, the guidelines spcciHcd ihot m 
some areas - such as Goa. for instaiKc. 
where lalcriic mining led loan incurvMi 
of sea water by more dun a couple of 
kiloincircs — such activity should not 
he allowed within two kilometres Ihc 
HTL- 

The guidclinesa3M> noted that denuda¬ 
tion of mangrove forests along the 
Digha emsi in West Bengal had led to 
extensive erosion of the beaches, and the 
consiniciidn of an embankment for the 
shore temple of MahahaJipuram had led 
10 the erosion of large chunks of the 
beach, wiping oul an entire fishing 
village. 

Also, these guidelines have aOied 
slate governments to prepare a status 
report for their beaches, identifying 
areas that rK|uired conservation, and pre* 


W ith hi golden beaches that 
attract marc than a million Uiur- 
t*i$ every year from all over the 
world. Gua isime of the pime targets 
of pmpeny and tourism dct*clnpcrs 
involved in illegal consimcilon on 
the shores. 

Hollowing complainu from envi- 
ronnKntalm.s that the Gna govern 
meni was turning a Ncnd eye to (lagr* 
ani violations of the Centre's orders, 
Ihr MH.H appointed a commiiiec. 
headed by Ashok Bhaiia. a joint 
director in tla.* minisuy, to 
investigate 

The cximnunec vrsiled several 
beach resorts and fuund that the map>- 
rity had Houlcd the rules. 

Ji discovered that a large number 
of buildings were coming up within 
200*80010 of the IfTL In fact, in 
some places such as Anjuna beach, 
illegal restaurants stood within 50m 
of the KTI. The committee also not¬ 
ed lhai several hotels, tike the l\ 1 m 
Hotel at Miramar, had enclosed a por¬ 
tion of (he beach, thus depriving the 
locals oi imn-guesis free acce$.s. 


And (ill today, almusi 14 years after 
the guidelines w ere Issued, not a single 
stale has either prepared the Coas^ 
Zone Management Plan (CZMP) nr 
completed the status report. Hence, 
when the Knvironmem PmicetHin Act 
was prepared in 1946. it was felt that the 
guideliocN laid down by Mrs Gandhi nee* 
ded to be given a suiulory backing to 
make (hem binding. 

A notificMlon was, therefore, issued 


'Hie committee was especiall) dis* 
iressud h) see (hat a large tract, of 
mainly wetlands and mangrove areas 
near Santa Crux village, wa.s being 
reclaimed and hi^*hse buildings 
cnnsifuctcd. 



The slate govcmmenl representa¬ 
tive told Ihc commiitco that ihu Hco- 
nomic DcvdopmcM Council of Goa, 
which was reclaiming the land, want* 
cd to make it the 'Narinun Pnini* of 
Goa, The coinmiilcv especially pull¬ 
ed up the Goa Renaissance Kesorl at 
Varea beach, where a new building 
was being hui 1 1 barely f .52m fruni the 
HTL. 


re (he (YMPs and classify the coastal 
/ones, dqvnding no ihe level of 
devek^Mnent 

Category 1 included ecologically* 
scAsiiive areas and (hose lying between 
the I.TI. and ihe IITL. ('RZ il dealt with 
areas already developed up in or dose to, 
the diore line. Ibev were mainly arewi 
falling within munkipaJ limits. CRZ III 
concerned less devebpod places, main¬ 
ly in the rural arc««. And Ihe last caiego* 









MPS pr.CYc nt i dect rlM l tho ckt. Pamniaa. 


MDS mafc«s i wtdt rtrtft of «k<trical saletf <Icvk«v 
I n thn partiuiv um. the one thit iMd hmi wu « dmee 
whkh preveftU eteonca^ thodo in 0.03 s«con4» 1t*L the 
shock can do perminent tbmage. 

In more than 30 jrears, froducod the widest 
range of mmeatbre circu* breakers manubccured bf anjr sngk 
Indian company. Most of which have p ioneered and emted 
a market in their categories. Not surtlin|. when |POU 
consider the bets. 


Tedyaolo fy from the beet in the e^rid. 

Our technical coHaboraoem. for instance, an with the 
world leaders in the held: Donnan Simih, liJC. in 1961 ABB 


Scotakontaki, Germany m 1981 ABB Bearocondmire. kafy 
in 1985. And a second cofiiboraoon with ABB Scotzkoniakt. 


Germany in 1988. for a new product 




of our coffaboradgns has helped vs pcodsice a 


for msuncf. A miniature crewt breaker. 


loodkoeiekt. a superior rmmature circuit breaker, 
vriedv uses a 'Hamntentnp* pnocipfe. 

toed s tap. a residual current circuit breaker, which 
automaocaljr dbconnects the current whenever there is a 
leakage, preventing fatal shocks. It also protects costly 
elecincal insEaleoens from short‘Circu*ts and overloads, 

Then (here e Su p erfuie. a phig-in minature circuit breaker. 
ir>stead of a fuse wire, there's a sensitive, pre-calibrated 
mectarasm made. wtuch we've tested 20.000 times already It 
switches off widen miliseconds when there is a short*<ir:uic 
Or an twe/kiad 

Of couree. weH workmg at iiKreasing this range. And 
weVe g rowing as a company too. Wkh three factories and 
over SCO employees. And you can rest assured each and every 
one of us knows eicacdy what b at stake. 

.MDS 

Efectrkal Safety Devices 

An ythin g else isn't safe enoug h. 

fvtskft burkarr on HM'Wpwn fim bwiraad uAir hwaivku/Kir 
kuaw*: fm w. ir Urntjet tbreHiiiy UPS 5vMckrw iMt. UVJ19. 
^ b iOO PJA 
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ry. (‘R/ IV, in<;lkiclc<l the AnOumun ;ind 
NicoKir Islands, [.akshadwccp and 
olhvrsmuM islands 

T he n<Hihca<ii>n clvariy speofied (he 
cxicni and lypc i»r dcvHopnK'ni ihai 
c«)ahl he alloMcd m ihc fcHir caicgoiics 
Bui I he pent i oners ebsmed ihnt ’all the 
ct'incemcd stales have flouted iK* nonfi- 
cation and ihc indLisines are lvin)2 ille- 
(tally SCI up m even ihc prohihiicd ^ihks 
causing serious damage to the sensitive 
ecology of these places. And the Union 
minisiry has dmH: nothing lo fdlow up 
on its own directives. If ths* simaiion is 
not rectified immediately, it will lead to 
irreparuhle damage to the environmcni 
and ecology*'. 

A team of environmentalists tounng 
Goa found that the state government had 
submitted a plan to the MFF in which 70 
km of Goa's M0‘km coastline was 
shown to be highly developed and hence 
classified as CRZII. 

"However, we discovered lhai actual* 
ly only a bell of ten km from Panaji to 
Margao and Murmugoa was develop. 
We also cited a numl^r of nagrani v i^a* 
tions of the central nocifictiion" said 
environmentalist Debt Coenka. a mem¬ 
ber of that inspection team iste box). 


"Our Supreme Court is 
considered to be the 
most 

environment-friendly 
court in the world. Its 
judgements are 
unparalleled," says 
M.C. Mehta 

The pciitwmvrv asked the court lo 
direct the government to set up a coastal 
and marine authority, composing 
experts and headed hy a retired SuprerrK 
Court judge, to monitor and supen isc 
all development work along the 
country's coast. 

It also pleaded that the state govern 
menls should he asked lo file a compe- 
hcAsiv'C report to the court stating the ext¬ 
ent of deirimcnul development that had 
taken place in their areas. 

The implications of the Supreme 
Court order — although it is interim in 
nature are far-reaching Noted envi- 
ronmenudiM and ediux of Sancrmin 
maguinc. Biitu Sehgal. estimates that at 


least hOtl ID 7(K) iiKijor projects cuncnily 
on in peninsular India will grind to a 
hall as a rexult of the court ruling. 

Among the hertcr-knoun ones urc the 
thermal povsci pliiiil ofBSIuS coming up 
in t)jh:imi. 120 km miiih of BomKiy 
( ur hfn I. the clicmic.il industries plann¬ 
ed m the KonVan hell of Muhunishira. 
almost the cm ire hotel and beach resort 
industry* m Cioa. hundreds d’ prawn and 
shrimp larms dotting ihc coast, the 
hotels utkI beach icsorts s^inctroncd m 
Bun, and the tourist and free trade /ones 
being visualised m (he country's island 
tern lories, liven the coniroscrsial 
l:NRON pouer pJunl that is lo UMne up 
at nabfxd, about 160 km south of Bom¬ 
bay, w il I he affected. for a jci ly i s to o in- 
si rue ted off the coast as pari of the 
project 

T he cnforccincni of the order is, 
tiovsevc:, iIk* business »(* the siaie 

guvemmems. And theic lies a catch 
According to norm<, il is ihc siaie 
g(»vcfnoKnis that arc responsible for 
checking any Molaiion. The) arc suppos¬ 
ed to notify all diMricl magistrates wd 
chiefs of police. ho. in turn, arc lo ensu¬ 
re that all const rue I ion activity m the 
AmuconK in a hall 
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The Maharashtra governnteHt flouts rules at 
Dahanu near Bon^ay 


.C MehttuuJEA a ipecU men* 
tion of DaltfiiM ia petiiim. 
A tribal-dommatcd town, ii it locat¬ 
ed about 130 km north Bombay on 
ibe Mahara^tra-Gujarat border. 

The area wkUt Dabiou talttkfi. 
which, on 20 June, 1991.waiidenriri- 
ed as in ecotogkally fragile, rv> 
development zone by the MEF. hH 
been in (he eye of many a ttonn over 
iodustrialicato. 

The fiute govemmeai had been 
Mked to jittptn ■ ruettf ptan for 
Dabanu, keep a M^industry boffer 
zone of 25 ion around the taiuka's 
outer p eri phery tni reetrkt induui- 
iea within SCO acres. 



However, even \ 3 days after the order 
wa.^ passed, officials of the Bombay 
Municipal Authoniy were unaware of it 
and the bureaucrats at the ManuaUya, 
the seat of the Maharashtra government, 
kep* passing the buck. 

"If lhai is the stale of Bombay, which 
is supposed to be so very well connected 
with Delhi, one shudders to think what 
would happen in the backwaters of 
Kerala or the islands of Andaman where 
it could take even months for the Suprt 
me Court order to reach, leave aloiK 
implemented," said an envirrmmonialist. 


Tht meantfes woe considered 
Bicessvy II49 per cent of die 
is covered by fomsis nd serves as i 
feaoarce-ridi hag for Boob^. Over 
37,000 tCHMS of ctHkoo, 21.9 lakh 
tonnes of coconuts. 3.7 Ukh tonnes 
of fiah led 17,000 lonnes oi pnwns 
•R prodaced id the taiaka every 
month. 

However, the state govemmem 
hu allowed the seuingn^ of new 
kndusirks. uKludi^ highty- 
poUudng cbemicri units, in fl^rint 
vIoUtion of te Cemre's direciive. 
To add to the iocili* woes, tht state 
has also allowed cooscruction of a 
tttga coal-based thermal power plant 



$0. how will Mehiu ensure that the 
court’s order is impiemented? ’The 
NGOs should be the watchdog and they 
should draw up lists of vir>laii<ais of the 
norificadon arid pivscni it to us for the 
vouit ca&e.” says Mchia. 

Bui that IS ewucr said than done. In 
the absence of a coordinated movement 
across ihc country, it would be impossi¬ 
ble for the NCOS (o compile such a list, 
especially when they ait almost certain¬ 
ly going to be opposed by the 
governmeni. 

This is a challenge for the NGOs in 


thai would add to the poUution. 

According lo Kergls Irani, lecma- 
ry of the Mtanu Taluka Bnvlron- 
meot Protection Group fighting 
against tht ^am, mon than 100 ton¬ 
nes of various oxides of sulfur, 
whkh cause acid TVBs, will be produ¬ 
ced by the plM every day. 

Says Iruri. "Even the flue gas 
desulphurisMion (FGD) equipment, 
whkh is supposed to reduce (he emis¬ 
sion of suJ|4nir oxides, is not good 
enough. Mceeover. the cooling water 
releaaed from heat exchanges will go 
back to (he sea and this will lead to an 
increase in sea temperature by eight 
or ten degrees, and that will alfect 
marine life." 

She alto says that the MEF had 
appointed a committee, whkh said 
(hat the plant was located within tht 
high-tide submergence zone and it 
thus violated the Union govern* 
meru's noiificaiion. Though Irani 
and her group are firm on opposing 
the project, the plam is already near* 
ing completion and will gt» on stream 
within the next six months. 

Says M.C Mebia. "If the plant is 
ready, we obviously cannot ask fur 
demcriiiion. 1 don't want to sound 
fanatkal. However, we’ll insisl that 
the plant does not go on stream 
unless dte POD plant is operational 
and that there is no expansion from 
the curreM SOO MW outpuu' 

As of now, that seems vo be iHc 
best way out. 


India. If there is a powerful lobby ol 
mdiLsirialisis and others who would like 
to SL'e this ruling derailed, (here should 
be y more powerful lobby of the people 
and the masNcs who will plead for envi- 
runment. U is time to unite aP who urc 
affected by the degradation ol the 
coiMal areas inK» one movemenl," says 
Mehta. 

And to x'hievt! that, he has already set 
out on a countrywide tour. The litatr 
govcmmenis have six weeks to respond 
to the order and Mehta wanh to utilise 
this ii me to prepare a I isi ol v lolatiofls so 
(hai he can give the court a true picture. 

Mehta sounds c^imisiic: "Our Supre¬ 
me Court is cotuidered to be the most 
cnvimnnicnl-friendly court in the 
world. )ls judgcincnK arc unparalleled. 
And that's whai gives us hope." • 

Rwivfr MDyDr/BMRtey 
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BUSINESS DIARY 


■ Taken ill 

T he intravenous fluid 
(IVFhnduMry in Indiiiis 
in for major prohleni< with 
over*pro^iion rampant in 
the scciof. The produti, sales 
nl which depend on 
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HEARD IN CALCUTTA 




SUeODH BHAR6AVA PflE&IO€N7 Of THE 
CONFE DEW ION Of INDIAN INOUSTR V AT 
THE CM CENTENARY AND PARTNERSHIP MEET 


Intra vwKHis flu Wa: 

proM^msof 

ovshproductloii 

IJOvciiiiiHrm luivp»t<iKaml 
private heahtwme set ups. is 
lu^hl> piice-schMtive. 
UjitoKuriiilcly, the growth ;n 

the nuioirci <>l lH>spital Ix'ds 
in the ihyiikJ between )*)60 
iitid [^>KK h.is Kvn JUS 1 live 
|H.'i ceil I pet 

Ovci •priKJuciioii aiuK 
l<iwei sales, cotiSCSIucnily. 
haw forced nuinufocUirers 
to c ui pri cc s I n iKid It I i>n. 
many units in the 
umirgatiiscd sect.oi with 
lower tiv erlrcad s aa* 
switching i>vcr to the latest 
technology. 

Industry waicherb feur 
that libcr«disaiton may bnng 
in mulimaiiorals with 
superior IV poKJucisand 
make matters worse. 


■ Making a 
comeback 

W hile the debate over 
the phasing out of the 
tramways network in 
Calcutta for alternative 
public transport systems is 
fit i 11 goi ng on, aft i m press i ve 
array of Indian and 
international corporates 
have lined up to hid for the 


pR^kvsed PKihi tramways 
system. 

Among the Rvctgn 
contenders Irv ihc Rs 2.VJ0 
ernre pn>ieci. arc Raytheon 
artd Bechtel from ihc ilS. 
.Siemens and Krupps fr«vn 
Gcnriatty. Miisui and 
Suiniiomofrirm Jj|>4n. 
Swedish-.Swiss ABB and 
CVgcIcc of France fhe 
Indian bidders arc Mulaind. 
Reliance. Kssar, ACC', 


Modrxand BHhl.tonumc a 

few. 

The bids will heesaluaicd 
by a spec ially<onsi I luted 
expens'committee. 
Transpon mmisiryoflVtals 
are keen to see i hat the 
contracts are handed <iui 
before May. thisyeiir. lo 
make sure that wi>rk 
Stans right afierths' 
monsoons 


EVENT OF THE WEEK 


urikvs a dcat tm trxtihs with USA a/ui 
the EurofKon Uttiott 

There is a sjna tt (good news for Indian 
b gjmicni andiextikexponcrs The 

i cm ral govcmim'iil has cone I uded 
L ^ paihbccakmghiluierilKcs^swiih 

I' S A and the European U nion (MU I on 
textile Iradc. The bcsl aspect of these 
agreements is the lifting of rcstnctions 
on handiooni mademps and collage industry producls, 
apart from gicater access to these two huge markets. 

In return. India has agreed iO[Yi>videaphascd lanft 
UberalisatiiHi schedule for certain items with the World 
Trade Orpainsaiion (WTO), for periods conmarncing 
from three to seven years from now. 

The agreements envuiagc safeguards wherein both the 
U.S and the HU have to fulfil their commitrrKnts in the 
phasing out period of the Mulii-Fihrc Agrecincitl IMFA). 
failing which India w ill revert to the level prrs’ailingon I 
January. ]^^90. In addition, both the US and bli have to 
ensure dun (he entry of tow-pns'cd and poor-quality textile 
into India is discouraged. 

Thus. New I Jelbi has achieved, at one stroke, a 2tl per 
cent i ncreaNC over previous teal i Ic expon qoolus for ihc 
new year, ensuring heller prospects during the ten-year 
irvnsiiion pcn<xl till the Mulii-Filve Agivement (MI*A) is 
abolished' 

The US textile industry, on iis part, wanted greater 
market access for its high-value garments, but wilt have to 
abide by the just-concluded ugrYcmcni on phased-in 
market access over the next live yearx 


■ Battling it out 

T he (. urrent 

inicr-minislciiai tussle 
OS Cl the a|ipH>pri.iie share ol 
I ndi an si ii p-ow nc i s i n the 
cargo tiusmess, as ag.unsi 

ih.iuif dk'irfiMvign 

coiimcr|siiis. luv lakcn ii 
cuuotis turn w ith 
Trai)seli,iii. Ihc 
govcmmeiu's ix'iUTal 
chaiienng agency luruli r Mie 
mmisirs ofsuilace 
(raiispi»rii, ^*hlsmu lo <iccepi 






CnrNo hsmMIng: cmm for 
eoAcom 

lliudsTisii Ml of the 

COIIlll 1 ItICC ol sect i*l <11 ICS 

iVOSt 

Ai a IIiceimg convened lo 
review Mic mallei, the COS 
niami.iined ihui nonnally. all 
puMic sector uniK were 
requlied, under die l*>57 
guidelines, lo moselheii 
shi ppahle cargo < >r>l y 
MiroughTranschun, And nil 
now. importers have hud (o 
follow these guidelines 
which allowed them to buv 
on FOB (ficc on Usird \ and 
expofi <>11 nv (carnage 
including liciglxrKisis 

The ( OS dccjsnui IS ihai 
importers ami exporters can 
now hypiiss Ih.'ii ^jihdoline in 

case ol an emergency. 
Truflschiirt's urgumeni is 
Chal Mh* Jcci.sion wiM result 
in u Hood of 1oa*igii cjrrivis 
f 1 ix'k ing to lak e .a I s aiUuge < • f 
this exemption causing gicai 
problems t'nr dtmicsiic 
earners. • 
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why is Bangalore the mecca of India s garment exports industry? 


T heft was u lime when ywi w- 
veiled 10 Dcthi tur quuJil) 
embroidered garments. io 
MaJnis tor men's shins and i<> 
Bombay for a bii uf eve* 
lyihing. Bui no more. The focus oftndi- 
a's clothing industry is gradually shift* 
ing u> Bangalore, ihe new dcsuiulion 
for large garimni manufaciunng and 
exponmg houses. 

Over a hundred hi*tech garment* 
manufacturing units are already opcrai* 
ing out of the city and they im lode lead¬ 
ing exporters like Shihi Export House. 
Iniervmfc. Ayycpc Exports. Rokhcicn 
Iniemational, Lola's Scoiiish Ljicc, 
Esramaiic and Eahricova. Companies 
like Arvind Mills and Coaies Viyella. 
which had already sei up manufjciunng 
UAiis in the city, have expanded their 
capacities and local firms are fast updat¬ 
ing their technology. So upbcai is the 
mood, that Yctiicatc Exports, a small 
company which makes the popular Buf* 
faJo jeans for the local market is setting 
up a factory to make 3.500 shirts every 
month for export u> the US. 

This decided focus on Bangalore pro¬ 
mpted the Apparel Export Promotion 
Council (AEKmo hold its (in,t buyer* 
seller meet in the city in November. I&st 
year. Over 70 Indian sellers displayed 
their autumn/winter collectinAv for 
1995, al tree I ing UkuI agents of foreign 
companies as well as people from 
abroad like (he Hong Kong-based 
Naresh Budhrani, whose Double Fortu* 
ne Exports represents buying house.s in 
(he US, Europe and Japan. 

But why arc these garments people 
heading for Bangalore in such hordes? 
The city's reasonable real estate price, 
for one thing, is a compelling factor. 
Land selling for Rs 20 lakh to Rs 40 lakh 
per acre m Bangalore, would cost you 
ten times the amount in Delhi and per¬ 
haps 40 limes as much in Bombay, 
explains a real estate agent Clarment 
manufacturers are. naturally, buying up 
land in Bannerghutta Road. Ycshwani* 
pur, Peenyu. Korumangalaand Rajajina- 
gar and such places on the outskirts of 
the City. 

Besides. Bangalore’s temperate dim* 













ale and cosmopolitan lifestyle have much easier, 
made it mure aitracave than Madras. 

which. a« a pon city. would otherwise be ui it would be wrong to &ay the gar* 

a more viable option. Another factor l»|v ^vment industry is Bangalore has no 
ping the scale in Bangalore's favour is pn^tems. Power supply is far from 
Salem, Coimbatore. Tirupur and such adequate and the abseuccof an interna- 
low ns nearby w iih their inc % pensi s-e«up- tional airport does inhibit foreign buyers 
irfies of raw materia 11 ike fabrics and kmt- from coming here. However, as R.N. 

Shanna, director (south) of AEPC says. 

"Entrepreneurs want 

infrastructure, and they 
are getting it in this city. 
Trained manpouct is 
available here, which is 
also a boon for them The 
AEPC itself is setting up 
a training and design cen¬ 
tre to coach the staff on 
speciBc job 

requirements.' 

Says Dinesh Hinduja, 
The other exponem are 
all coming In Bangalore 
because they can find 
well-trained staff here. 
They want to Up the 
resources already genera- 
led by us and steal our 
people who they think 

WNESH HINCHJJA *.ll .nake ihtir con^an- 

---jcs successful But we are 

"The other exporters are all coming to worried a< sve have a 
Bangalore because they can nnd *1''“'^ ', 

well-trained staff here. They want to 
Up (he resources already generated Rs TOOcrore ihis year and 

by us and steal our people who they 
think will „ake tk.ir compnnlin 

successful Though i« share in the 

country's garment 

But most imponant, perhaps, is the exports is still only 6.2 i per cent, it k 
abundance of cheap female l^iour in the home to the couniiy's top garmcm 
city. There are 2..^ lakh people employ- exporter, Gokaldas Exponx, with a lur¬ 
ed in the gamienT trade, of which 70 per nover of Rs 200crore. 
cent a.e women. Says Dinesh Hinduja GtAaldas Images, .set up by Jagdish 
of Gokaldas Exports, "It is much ea.*vief Hinduja who broke away from the 
to train women." The women here qre Gokaldas' family business, boasts a tur- 
paid tc'ughly Ks I .St) per month, which nover of Rs 100 crore thi.s year. It has 



But most important, perhaps, is the 
abundance uf cheap fem^e l^iour in the 
city. There are 2..^ lakh people employ¬ 
ed in the gamtem trade, of which 70 per 
cent a.e women. Says Dinesh Hinduja 
of Gokaldas Exports, "It is much ea.sief 


that the US and EuropJ^^^ountries 
impon from developing Smntrics) is 
F^fL^d iHkl by 2(K>4. Indian export will 
F»ck up. Industry sources say ihai inve».t« 
roent in this sector could go well ahova 
Rs KMMXlOnore. 

AEPC chairmam Tikamdas Kukreja. 
hdWes’cr. is quite candid ahoui the hur¬ 
dles thi' Indian garment exporters will 
face. 'China is going to be uur biggest 
rival as Us garmeiii pneev lire much 
lower Chinese exporiers are allowed 
free impon of fabrk uiul inm - • un 
advantage denied to Indian inonulactu* 
rers. Currenily. fabric iinpons ore allow¬ 
ed only on the busix o| consumption. In 
CKher words, an Indian garment exporter 
has 10 speedy, for inMimce. whether he 
will use the material Ibr shins or xkiris 
and stick 10 the declared purpose. This is 
not viable, as ihe buyer mighi usk for 
jackets insicod of ihc originally ordered 
skiflN." says Kukreja. He would like, 
ncvcnheless. io dcsensaiivmlisc ihc rec¬ 
ent coniroversy over inllammable 
g/Kigrtn, which he says was created by 
jealous nv als. Only len pei cent of the 90 
lakh exported were returned, he 

say K. S i nee such gurme ni s ore i n v ariah I y 
a passing fad. ihc demand has died u naiu* 
ral deaih in ihe US. 

Some of the leading garment 
exporters in BangaJore 

■xpoim DimM imkT 


24JS 

1844 

1841 

18.04 

9_ 

B_ 

4.7 


BilQwCrgitlgW 




IS lar less than wages paid m the north. 

And though Bangalore doesn't have a 
full-fledged inlematioral airport (only 
Air India operates a direct flight to Singa¬ 
pore), cargo-handlers say that the airport 
hws faeiliticscortqiiirBbk with its interna¬ 
tional counterparts. Indeed, 70 per cent 
of direct cargo on Ihe nine direct cargo 
freighter service.^ offered by Lufthansa. 
Singapore Airlines. Air India, Air 
France and Kuwait Airways arc compos¬ 
ed of garmenh. There is also an inland 
coniaincr depot, which makes transport 
of cargo to Madras. Bombay or Delhi 


also pulled ofTasperiacularcoupby clin¬ 
ching a deal to manufacture leans and 
other readymades fur Levi sSlnmss.ln 
fact, the company, which already has 
four divisions for outerwear, denims, 
knitwear and coordinated xponsw’car. 
has four new projects on the anvil. But 
Hinduja. ai Uv momeni, is very tight- 
lipped about them. 

Though Irdia's present share in Ihc 
global garments market is a paltry 2 5 
per cent, manufacturers feel that otky 
Ihe Mulli-fibre Agreement (which regu¬ 
lates the quantity of readymade apparel 


Figures in VSSAnillion 


Exporters also object lo the Hour 
pnec. ihai is the mmunum export price 
fixed by the government for garments 

x<)ld ii» qviKa countries. Points out 
Jagodish Hinduja. 'C'CHinirics hke 
Nepal, Sri l^inLi and Bangladesh 
impon Indian textiles and sell finished 
gomienls lo wesiem markets ai ehcap^t 
prices lliim wc con We arc unable lo 
compck hccauH' of ihe llixu pnee." 
While 117 kind , ot ivxiilcv machines 
wac eligible fi>r 25 per ccni cum.'CSMo- 
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nal duly. 110 of them h:ivc been uken 
AH' the list in ihc last Budget. Some of 
the machines ore now levied up to V(i per 
ceni duly, \hhich does noi bear out the 
govcmmcni's promise o| a ibrusi aa‘u 
specifically in B«ingal<irv, says Kinduia. 

‘'We do need an iniernaiional airport 
and ilic freighter service and inland eon* 
liuncrs have lo match the growing 
demand,' says Hinduja. Another hiccup 
is ihc German ban imposed montb'< 
ago on g.imxmts which have carcinogc* 
riK* henrenc and i/o dyes, Currenity, 
Indian manufacturers have lo impon i av 
free dyes irom Rurupc as ihcy are mx 
available ItKally ll will lake some lime 


for the manufacturers U) make ihisv 
.vwitch-uvcr 10 new dyes. 

Thanks ii> modem technology, ihc 
qualily of Indian fabric has improved ire- 
mendiHisly (ihc latcsi inuchineit have 
been insialled m the lexiik mills and in 
processing factories). Indian gamtcctls 
are no tmger considered cheap vubsli* 
lutes and exporters arc gearing up to 
cope with a far bigger market, once Ihe 
US and HfiC phase out quotas. But 
warns Hinduja. ‘It is nut an easy market, 
it will grow over a period of time — not 
dninaiiralJy. but steadily." • 


However, with taco^c and Retre 
Cardin among other foreign labels 
coini Qg in. the locii maritet ki«dcrs 
w i II have to face some tough 
cotnpciUitA in the future. While 
Jagdish Hinduja feels dtei r entry has 
beim prematuie. Dioesh Hinduja is 
coofideot that while a small segment 
could always afford the costliest 
couture. The Wearhouse concept is 
what the nuthni needs. Its Bendy and 
mass produced clothes keep pncen 
afToniahle. 


mill ion people lo sell to is fun." 

Ciiusin Jugdi^ Hinduja has 
positioned his Wcckcndecand 
Weekender KiiU at the lop of the 
iiorkcl. '‘Leveraging OUT exports 
agaiflu domestic saks pays off. as 
the knowledge we gel from making 
clothes for markets a^oad helps us 
make beiicr clothes for the l<i^ 
market. Sometimes, we can afford 
(he ri'^koi trying new designs in the 
fiveign niurket. confident that we 
can always sell them here if they 


Trendy and affordable 

Bangalore exporters are also selling their 
merchandise in the local tnarkets 


Q uite apart from (heir clients 
abroad, ganneni exporters of 
bangalore have a nourishing chain 
of donK’stic showrooms that has 
aimed ilic city the apt name of the 
'Fiishtoii Capital of casual wear' 
Once an (^M:ure linle outlet 
KC11 i ng ex port surplus or rejects. The 
Wcarhouse. belonging toGokaklis 
H.xpiirts. now boasts 52 shops across 
the couniry and will soon add 
another 4K. Claims Oinesh Hinduja. 
A her The Wearhouse opened, the 
fashion scene in Bangalore and India 
has undergone a .•lea change. 

"Wc brought in colourful casual 
wear In fact. Hangulore is one year 
ahead ufKurope. Whai you tec on 
sHjr shelves now will be available 
abroad next year. You cjnprudici 
fashuMi recording to what hoys and 
gills wear here “ Though 90 percent 
of his pnHhiction is still exported, 
says DijMsb Hinduja, "Nine hundred 


don t sell abroad.*' he says. 

Vitliappa Textiles, an export 
outfit, has (^imcd shops selling the 
Wear range of body'hugging 
clothes, which, thanks to Star TV and 
Channel V. arc (he rage on campusea 
and at (eenager panics 

WEEKENDER 

"The knowledge 
we get from 
manufacturing for 
the foreign 
markets helps us 
make better 
clothes for the 
local market" — 

Jagdlsh Hinduja 


THEWEARHOUSE 


"After The 
Wearhouse 
opened, the 
fashion scene in 
Bangalore and 
now India has \ 
changed"— I 
Dinesh Hinduja » 




















Fair weather friends? 


The present political uncertainty may send the Fils packing home 


T hu! CucU'Cola>Park $crap has led 
lo duubis about the intenUons of 
foreign investors. One view is that 
they are here tn take over liKlian busines* 
ses. In particular, foreign insiiiuiiunat 
invcslurs (Fils) are distrusted the rmist. 

Last month, some Fils unloaded 
huge sUKks of Indian shares onto the 
market leading to a fall in prices. The 
immediate provocation wav that Relian¬ 
ce Industries Ud had expanded its equi¬ 
ty capital without Inhtrming the RIs. 
which IuhI bought ib EurO'issue$ ertthu- 
'«ia.>ticaliy. But somehow, the blame 
went to the FlU. They were called fair 
weather fnendh. 

M ow t rue I s that though? Do they real- 
ly move the market, make mote money 
ihun the local investors, take levs riski 
;mJ rniend to quit this place if they can’t 
capture it? 

FI [ 1 say ih ui none of ihis iv iroc. Accor* 
iling to Samir ArsHu, vice*president of 
Alliance Capital Management (India) 
Ltd. It was not the RF who .showed the 
Ursi interest towards India. ‘For instan¬ 
ce. {Kity iho American mutual funds 
industry manages US S2.000 billion of 
assets. Whi/kids of the Indian coital 
murVd ilM>ught that even if 0.1 per cent 
(»r these flowed into the I nd urn bourses, 
stock prices would go through the 
roof.” be says. 

It didn't happen that way. Rl Invest¬ 
ments were no more than Rs 20,000 
crs>rc. "This." says Ajil Dayal. director 
of Jardin Fleming (India) Ud. "is hardly 
5 *6 per cent of the total market capi lalisa- 
lion of ibe Bombay Slock bxchange 
IBSEI." 

He says that It is unfair to suggest 
tbni FI I money moves the market. "Oiir 
presence is small." he says. "BuKxjrihm* 
king docs move the martci. li ii is posi¬ 
tive. Indian people feel comforti^le and 

invest." 

This has its element of threat, though 
no Fll will admit to that. See how Dayal 
puls It: "Wc may go out if the govern* 
iiieni and the regulatory aulhcffiiy 
remain insensitive or the economy 
takes a U*lum." 

On one level, why ought they to be 
here when they sec no change coming? 


To lake reasonable nsks arc alnghi. 
Thai's business. To expect them to only 
work in a risk environment is t<i expect 
loo much. 

And they have taken niks. Dayal 
says ihat many 11 Is lost money because 
Ihcy entered when ihc BSH Sensex wun 
ruling at 4.S)D points. Those investing 
in Indian GORs also losi some money. 




BOMBAY STOCK EXCHANGE 

The Fils have taken risks. According to 
Dayal« many FMs lost money because 
they entered when the BSE Sensex was 
ruling at 4,SCO points 


Many think that the RIs will soon cut 
their kKso and make an exii. A smalt 
increase in inieresi rates in the US is 
.said to have provoked Fils iu disinvesi 
in Indian hourves. Niil mi, says Dayal. 
The slowdown in investment was 
because of local problems," he says. 
"Intercsi rales in the US are eight per 
cent, but returns on equity investment 
ill India is 20-30 per cent and we are pre¬ 


pared to lake risks to get higher reiuni««. 
tivi’ii Uk Msk divcisil'icuiioii, sonic pari 
(rf Ihc Fll nviMcy will continue to be 
invested in Indian cmilies." 

Bill It ts not just I merest rales that ;ia* 

crucial lor that Managements, for 

instance, luve K>deliver <ki their promi¬ 
ses, and s<»nK' havcM i, I lls feel vheated 

hy whai kehaiwe did We iiic jKissive 
(iivoMors and depend on 
B* I (he mpresenliilioii made 

^ik hy tlie company.' vayv 

' Punicndu ('haiierjcc of 

‘' ' Chiticrjee Fund Murutge* 

ineni, an affiliate of Soroi 
Fund MiUiagemciii. 
'Much will depend on 
iheir ahihiv and willing¬ 
ness to deliver on their 
assurances.” 

Jusi now ihough, there 
Is rK» ga'dt risk of the Fils 
wiihdruwing. More 

L money is waiting loconie 

m. .Alliance CnpitHl and 
()ppcnhenner, another 
mntuiil fund, raised Rs 
.^IM) vrure each abroad by 
fliMimg il>e so-celled 
Indot i ibe rail sal ion fund 
lor exclusive investdKnt 
m Indian shares. Thifi 
money is coming in in 

Ths*rc IS a reason for 
this ’ W'e build up our 
portfolios slowlv,” says 
Diyul ”U we invest a>l 
ihc nxmey at ilie same 
lime the dea! will prove 
costly to us, as prices will 
funip on our demand 
alone, tqually. if wc sell 
all our holdings at one 
I iiiiK*. w'c will lose, not getting the 

Miuiiey we waiu." 

In sum. the His ane not ab(ii>i lo flee. 
N<ir do liny have any c^1lonial inten¬ 
tions. They're ficre to do business and 
(hey will <ki this hy their melbiKls and 
ukc risks Fxpcci no rashness from 
(hem. Hither w.iv « 

Aamtd/gcmlm 


•UNMir ».• 14 1 


$7 



BUSINESS 


MAKING A FAST 

RECOVERY 

Philips India makes an effort to regain lost ground 



emember the time when 
I you listened to your favou' 
rite 5ong& on a Hiilips radio 
or a lape'recorder? Thai 
must have been ai least a 
decade hack, Then, slowly but surely, 
Philips audio systems were edged out of 
the shop shelv’es by such competitors as 
Videocon. BPL and Onida. From a 
virtual monopoly in the consumer 
electronic^ market. Philips* share was 
reduced to a pitiable M per cent. And its 
losses added up to a whopping Rs 17 
crore. 

But Philips has put the past behind it 
as a bad dream. It has revamped iiscon* 
sumer electronics division, upgraded its 
whole range, introduced new and hi* 
tech products and has embarked on an 
aggressive selling suaieg) This way, 
senior Philips officiiils h^. they will 
he able to meet the challenge frcmi not 
only Its domcKKc competitorx. but also 
such foreigfi players as Sony. National 
and (loidstar 

Bui how did Philips 
get i nto such a mess in the 
Trst place? Much of iis 
problems hud lo do with 
its parent company in 
Holland. Ever since the 
Seventies, Philips Hol¬ 
land seemed 10 have lost 
interest in the Indian mar* 
kei and began palming 
off dated technology to 
its Indian subsidiary. 

Thus, while Philips intnv 
duced new and advanced 
producis abroad, the Indi¬ 
an market was totally 
ignored, even at a time 
when Videocon and 
Onida oflered a wide 
range of choice to il.s 
clients. This, coupled 
with the perennial labour 
problems at its large.st 
audio equipment manu* 
faciuring unit at Salt 
t.ake in Calcutta, led to 


the steady decline of Philips' market 
share. 

For a while. Philips tned to maJee up 
for the losses in the audio segment ^ 
launching a range of video producis. But 
even this got bogged down in several 
problems. Enplainv Manohar David, 
senior vice*presideni of Philips’ con* 
sutner electronics division: The govern* 
ment’s hcensing policy in the Eighties, 
wMch restricted the use of the ^lips 
brand name on our video products, came 
asablow lous. Asa result, we had to mar* 
ket our producis under different names 
(Peico Ekcinmics and Philind), 
Secondly, we were a late entrant in this 
segment. The ocher brands had at lea^i a 
(WO* year lead over us.' 

B ut the Centre's liberalisation policy 
gave Philips India the brti^ it wa.s 
Idokina for. With iniemauonal Nggtev 
like Sony and National eyeing the 
vast Ickdian market — which is grim' 



• As a first st^ towards 

• Philips commissioned 

revamping Philips India, 

a professional market 

a ma)or resffucturing 

research outfit to study 

exercise was taken up 

consumer behaviour in 

and separate drvistons 

the audio and video 

were created to look 

segmems. it introduced 

after the different units 

as many as 25 new 
audio prcNfucts in the 

• The company has 
signed an agreement 

last one year 

with WeOet 

• Mt order to widen its 

TelecommufHcations 

product ilm. the 

India Ltd for 

company has upgraded 

manufacturing oaglng 

its range domestic 

equipment. It Is also 

appftancesKke Irons and 

entering into a 

mbtars. Philips ii also 

collaboration with 

axploiiog poasiblfltiasof 

Hindustan CaOies^ 

making an amry Into the 

make atate'Of-the^rt 

fax and photocopier 

optical fibre systems 

markets 



ing at (he rale <>1 2(1 per 
cent in the post-wt'ornis 
period — Dilips Hoi* 
lumljuM could not let this 
oppoftuniiy pasv by 
As ii first step lowurds 
revamping Phi ips India, 
a m;tjiir restructuring 
exercise was taken up. 
Separate divisions were 
created to look after the 
different units. U also 
entered into new collabo* 
raiicMis to make its presen¬ 
ce felt in the telecommu¬ 
nications sector. Thus, 
Riilips has signed an 
agreement with Webel 
T cl ccommuaicaiions 
India Limited (WTI) for 
manufacturing paging 
equipment . And it is 
also entering into a colla- 
boiaiion with Hindustan 
Cables to make slate* 
of*ihe*an optical fibre 
systems. 


a 
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Konlng 

Duvid ihji the revamp ofcrsi* 
fax» base bwft hassk-frcc. And 
tK swciir^ llui It has already irude a 
world of Jilkrence h> the company. 
"Now, (he t»mpaialively small units 
hu v'C also become v lahlc A nd i he oulpui 
has d^KiNed.” he says. 

The sirucUiral leviimpin^ over. Pin- 
Ups India lum got down to ihc senous 
hiisiness of siudyin}' the niarkei and 
upgrading its products. Ii irtinHluced as 
many as 25 new audio poxJucis in the 
Iasi OIK ycai. Bui soil, the company was 
facing pnihlcrns. Kirsi. ii was unable to 
capiUilisc on Philips 'Mbnd's global 
image in the audio*video segnKni. and 
secondly, the IxiUomlines were pciiiog 
eroded by Tierce ct>mpctiti<>n ftom the 
unoi'ganlscd sector and (he other big 
brands. 

In order to get around the problems. 
Philips India commissioned a professio¬ 
nal market research organisution in 
study consumer behaviour in the auduv 
video scgnieni. The findings were inter¬ 
esting. While I he lower and Ihc middle- 
class consumers we^* conscuHis of the 


prices and wa^ited a vaJiic*«kleJ pro¬ 
duct. the highei classes wanted an inter- 
national tfuality product “ 

Philips India r^iciaJs say that they 
are now well-equipped to meet both 
demands ‘We have the widest range in 
televisions, with prices ranging between 
Rs 10,000to Rs 2 lakh. A nd all these pro- 
ducis are auiomaiually upgraded to 
iniemalionalslandards.' claims David 

All this has paid off Today. Fliilips 
India has already captured ten per cent 
of the market share (compare this with 
the company's 1.1 pcT e'en! dure in the 
loghiics). In icicns of quuniit). m 
1993. Philips India sold 70.000 TV )«ls. 
and in 19^, sales were as high as 
1.45.000 uniis. The target for 1995 >s to 
manufacture 3.00,000 TVs. Acc«>idmg 
to Aloke Gupta, pntduct manager, the 
audio-vidcoJivisinn contributed RsMO 
crurc in Philips India's total turnover of 
Rs 930 crore in 1993-94. And David 
claims that from being tanked lOOih in 
the Eighties, today, Philips India is the 
country's ftiurth-largesi CI'V 
manufacturer. 

But the going will not he easy for Phi* 
I i ps India. For one. many I ndiun compan • 


"We were a late entrant in 
this I video) segment. The 
other brands had at least a 
two-year lead over us" 


les orv ginng in for ioibhoiatioiis with 
top intcmalnmal numes. Sulora, loi 
instance, has signed up Nalionul of 
Japan, a brand owned by Matsushita 
Elccirv' Industries, 

Videocon is uKo updating its product 
range with the help of Toshiba and Sam¬ 
sung, Sony, which arrived with a nuigc 
of obsolete audio models, a'lilised its 
mistake and is reworking Ms video posi- 
iionmg Other players like HPI. is also 
adopt i ng I o n lurke 1 1 tend s u • a'lna i r> e< )ni • 
petilivc. Ooldsiur, a Korean ctmipuny. 
has on odvaniage over its Japanese 
n vy|s, Ms range of CTV s i \ U iw- pn i cd. 

I n order lo wj Jen i is produci s 1 1 nc. Pin • 
hps India has also upgraded its rai^gc (4 
doincsiic op^llances like irons .ind 
nnxers And I )as id sjys ihal his compu- 
M> is uImi exploring ptmibiliUcs of mak¬ 
ing an entry mioUK fax andphoKH'o)>ici 
market. 

All this rcsif\iciuring and reposition¬ 
ing will hopefully put Philips India hack 
on the path to recovery. But us Manc^ai 
David says. ‘Philips w-ill not get involv. 
ed m the numbers game We arc keen u> 
regain iHir lost image '* • 
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The government's 
economic 
Uheralisation policy is 
welcome, provided it 
ensures jobs and low 

injlation 


Thclv is a Un of 
r«assCNMticrii and 
rethinking going 
iw regarding ihc 
fate of Ihc cs'ioiv 
mic kUhvw III 
India ilier the Con* 
gre^s itHii in 
AiHlhra Pradesh 
and Komauika 
But imihnigivaUy can happtMi loilwcisi* 
noniic felon ns Ikviiusc ihcre is hard I > 
any country that is iH>t leliMining or 
aMmcluring. Rich countiics hkc (ici* 
many and DSA are restructuring in 
order lo main lain iIkii compel ihve 
edge, while others like India arc nmJcria 
king reforms m order lo hcennic nunc 
coinpciilive 

According to cnncrit gh>Kd treiuK. 
restructuring and prtvartsnig of public 
sector undertakings tPSlNi is a must lor 
all countries uc\ximpanied hy Iiheralisa* 
tion (>1 the trade and finuniMl scsior. 
Yet. prolediumsiii is m>i licad and many 
industruliscd countries aic practising 
some oven <ir coven fiamof |mHcciu>n* 
ism in order u> pnmuMc ihcir own 
industries and pmiect their own ptcfilc 
from losing jobs Industnal countries 
arc insisimg that a country like India 
should open its gales wide u» let in fttre* 
ign investments ami imports, 1 hey are 
frantically lotting for m;irkcis for dieii 
goods, as their own giowth and recovery 
from recession have hceii rather sh>w 
and there is intense competnutn bet¬ 
ween Ihc US and I'uropcaii eouniiics to 
grub a I ion ^ share of t he 'c mergi ng mar¬ 
kets* like Chma, India, Hranl. S<Kiih 
Alnca, iin«l Poland Thus, wlienever the 
Westerners ^poI j gnnjp xit hirum ihiil 
will help them gum business, they hack 
them, praise them, and lecJ threatened 
when such a group's position is weake¬ 
ned. No wonder, there has been sonic 
apprehension in the Western media 
nboul the reforms when they saw the 
Indian government full into hud times 
For India, opening up is fine and libe¬ 


ra I isuimki IS welcurnc. pnivklcd il leads 
to the creation of yobs and low inflation 
growth To the common man. (he .suc¬ 
cess or failure of economic policies is 
indicated by (he rate of inflation. Thus, 
inflation has u> be controlled for the suc¬ 
cess of cccoomk reforms and this can 
huppon only through higher producti¬ 
vity. growth and eunirol of money sup¬ 
ply. Higher productivity requires techno¬ 
logy. training, educalion, resources, 
enterpnse — and mosi importani — 
infrastructure. Sirwe abo<i140per cent of 
India's population is under (be poverty 
line, wc lack many of these. 

ft is a wcll-acfcflow ledgcd fact that ini • 
(ully. structural adjustments require 
budget«uy culd and sutaidy cui&. which 
can have harNh effects on the poor and 
may lead lo loss of jobe». To cu^km the 
had effects, there will have to be some 
safety nets in place like the Jawahar Roz- 
gar Yc^ana <JRY). Such programmes 
for job crcaikm i n (he rural areas need to 
he monitored well Other *pro*poor' 
employment generation programmes 


are also impnriani and Have been hyped 
about by pol icy - makers m cm l> 1 1 such 
policies were there, iIkv shiiuld have 
been publicised more, and if they had 
fKH been lop priohiy hems, then there 
was something wrong with ilie thinking 
of the govern mciti. which seemed more 
concerned w’Uh lari IT reduciKMi and 
exchange rates than increasing jobs or 
Ihc jcal incomes of people. 

For more jobs, there will have to be an 
expansion in job opporlun \ I ics j ii agricu I • 
Hire, industries and services, and phvalc 
enterprise will have to play an imporiiiin 
role, il so happens that more people in 
India are employed la the public sector 
•han in the private sector. This is 
hcCdusc India storied with a nosed ecci- 
nofny and public enterprises were slated 
lo play an impcvtant part. Thousands, 
even today, arc employ^ in pti Uic enter- 
pri»e$. Bui many of these PSUs are loss¬ 
making enterprises and they should be 
shut <i^n. The people who become 
unemployed us a result have to be retrai n* 
ed and rehaNliiaicd. It is u genuine 
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cd from 17.3 million in 1^43-93 lu 1K.5 
million in I993'94. aL.cordinp lo rrccM 
government cMimsies 

for fcitf of inercavin^ j4ihle%sness, 
China is posifioning furthci lihi'^lisu* 
non and is content uiih having levs r<ifv- 
ipn mvcsiimcni. There are 11 .(XIO large 
and medium slate enierpnscs in China, 
half ol which are in the red und ihc 
pnhlie sector Mill datmois lor 43 per 
eeni ot indusinal produciiiui. The a'suli 
ol suhsidising these lms>m.iking units 
has been high inHation baaux* Oiih;i 
has resorted to printing currerKy n*»ie« 
lor rinuiK'iiig ihc'a' uniis Vci. ('hina is 
not yielding ti> any eaierrul pressure lo 
reduce the numhei ol PSCs Kv.hisc ii 
fears an anarchnul MliMiHm with null' 
ions uneniplo)vd. We have onl> 247 


iously 

human problem. 

T he Nuiional Renewal Fund iNRFi. 

winch hud been established in IV92 
to help reirain PSUs' retrenched 
employees, has not been ahlr to create 
many e^portuniiies for self- 
empioynKni. It has been able to provide 
assisTaniY to 70.000 workers with dis* 
buru:menis amouniing to about Rs 
I.4XK) crore. Rut the need for surplus 
workers in Ihe public sector aliMte is Rs 
10,00(1 crore. The naiux of assistance 
been in the form of compensatjons ui 
retiring workers under the Voluniao 
Retiremeni Scheme and not retraining 
of workers. Such one*shot compensa* 
tions are often frittered uway in social 
obligations. Another shortcoming of the 
NRF is that it covers only the organised 
labour in (he public sector More and 
more surplus labour is being retrenched 
every day by the private sector ul«> and 
there is no provision for them under the 
NRF. This is a iierious matter because 
(he number of urumployeJ has incrca^ | 


(cs. and in kithcr^lllicrc iioi enough 
work for people nctl^e a^ral aaas. f oi 
increasing cniployihUni <«pi)oituhi(iv's, 
(here has to be gn>wih i ii tho^c rtihusi r i c s 
whK'h arv labour'inicn^vc. I'lfrli^ 
d I reel i II VC St n ant may ruii o;it kik# 
labour* inicnsiVC growth PIk ’lu^viiK 
cxperiaiccof industri.il couniiics shows j 
ihH( there could he grow ili w ithoti jobs. 

In wcsicm Kurope iiKJay. there is u (vr- 
nhic uncmployineiil pioblein will) 
about IH mil 11011 |xs)ple iiMcinpluscil 
f'unipe IS cxperierK'ing a "jobless 
icLOvcrv'* Km many scKhiI* lea vers, no 
l<ibs art uvnilablc and llic only way ol 
keeping ihc youih liom taking lo crime 
is to push ihein lo go lor highci studies. 
And nianv college giiuUiuies will proha* 
bly never Imd empiosmeiu in ihcii s'lili 


Countrittft lil(« 

Otfmany art 
frtntftally looking 
for morhoto for tholr 
gootfOrMtholrown 
growth ond 
rocovory from 
roeoMlon hovo 
boon rathor tlow 


Tlio NRF, which had 
boon ootobhohod to 
holRrotroln FbUo* 
rotroochod 
omfdoyooo, hoo not 
boon oMo to eroolo 
many ogRortunHIoo 
for ootf^mploymoiit 


PSL's (237 operating PSUxj out of 
which [31 arc profii'inaKing and 106 
are loss-ntaking. Sudden elosing'down 
of loss*making units will only crcule 
massive uncmplov meni and ivscnt 
menl.ospeciulls when nc* vubic ahcnui* 
lis'cs arc available 

More jobs in agriculiuru may not be 
possible, as pointed out by experts, 
because agriculture is showing d^lin* 


rc Uletime The technological hieak* 
through all over ihc world has replaced 
humans with machines and ibis w ill also 
happen in India wben more and more 

mul(iTiaii(>nals ^ipcn then subsiJcines 
on <Mir sod. As u rvni'wucJ cctHKHiui’s 
prufcssoT from Fans. Dr leu,icy Siichs. 
told me recent I y. The scare h lor an a) i c r- 
naiivc model lordcvciopmcni issiitl on 
because ihc known ones have noi result¬ 


ing employment opponunhics This is cd intiKwcjobsiMgrcalcfcconumie secu* 
becauNCofdispariiyinthegrowihofagri* hiy fitfthc^icopk' • 
coUufc between the suucs. Agnculiural 

grow th i s c* mctiti ratc*d only in a fesv sia* « a* nb-1 c •> v •' n«w. a»i”> 
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A Tamil Nadu police officer taken hostage by Veerappan stages a 
dramatic escape as the Special Task Force closes in on the outlaw 


I n cxuilJ be icmicd Ihe Htsi 
rcjj viciury ihc noioruHis 

ek|>h;in( ptMchirr uiid sundulwtM^J 
smu^lcf, Vecruppjn. three hosta* 
gchJrK'ludtng dTnriul 
ty superiiucnslen ol poltec, CNeaped 
after 27 days of coflllncmcnt. forcifl^ 
fh^•v mcni^vrs or VeerappunN jranji 1 o 
sgrrendcf 

Tamil Nude DSP U ChHlainbarsna* 
{han. his br<jthei*in*law police cotvsia* 
hk Rajagopai and artiHhcr rclalivc, Sek* 
har Raja« a physical education rcacher, 
were kidnapped on 3 December. 1994, 
svhik* returning iMm ChKiamharana* 
ihan's farmhouse in Sirumugai late in 
the evening 

The jeep in which they were traveU* 
ing stopped by acoupJe of villagers 
who, the police cifTiccr thought, needed 
M lift. But otice they got into ihe vehicle, 
the villagers turned out to he Veenip- 
piinV gangenen, who hijacked the parly. 
Two of the hostages, including the ieep 
dhver, were released a few days later. 

'Dk atxluciuxi wa.s viewed as Veerap* 
pan's last-ditch attempt to force the 
government to senously consider his 
terms for surrender. Veerappan had sertt 
repeated feelers over a cuupk of 
months but the government paid no 
heed. However, this time, with the hosu* 
ges in his grip, Veerappan began 
bargaining. 

He demanded that Ihe Special Task 
Force (STFi halt Us operations against 
him and allow his men to ccdlect food 
from nearby villages. The gang had 
been badly hit by the STF's and the 
BSF's (Border S^urity Force) inien* 
sive parroKing, which had succeeded in 
cutting off Veerappan's tood supplies. 

But even before these demands could 
be met, Veerappan shot off another list 
of ten astounding demands: a ransom of 
Rs I »000crore; blanket amnesty for him* 
self and all his gang rndmbers. the with* 
drawal of all cases against them; the 
rekaie of all his arrested accomplices, 
Black Cat Mcurity cover for the gang, a 


high'kvel enquiry into charges of 
human rights violations by the sccurfty 
forces, including the rape of tnbal 
women; licence to retain his personal 
firearms, cncludini three 375 Magnum 
guns, two doubtC'barrel 12-burc guns 
and ammuniiion: a lOO>year quarrying 
ri^ in Karnataka's Kolkgal Taluk to 
mine and export granite, licence lu keep 
nine pairs of ivory luMts. permission to 
build tempks along the Kamauku* 
Tamil Nadu border, and exclusive 
rights to ptxiduce a film on his life in all 
languages. Whai's more, he wanted to 
surrender before Presideni Shankar 
Dayal Sharma 

W hile the immediate government 
reaction wa.s to reject these ouira* 
geous demands, pressure kept mount* 
ing on the Tamil Nadu regime. So, the 
STF and BSH operations continued off 
ami on as the ncgotiaikins prDgres.sed 
Meanwhile, the police detained Vee* 
rappan's brother. Aejunan. who had 
come as his emissary to meet the Coim* 
batorc district collector. The authorities 
had hoped U> use Atjutian to convince 
Veerappan to surrender. But the effort 
apparently failed. . 

On 30 December, after several audio 
cassettes containing Vecnqipan's 
demands and the DC's messages were 
exchanged, the STF was signalled to go 
ahead and nab the brigand 


The recent q^sode iiqiears 
to have smutd rrittioBS 
between the Karnataka 
and TamS NaduPolke. 
Hie former that K was 

delibetWeiy exdtided from 
the fioai stages the 
(Hieral 


« a 



The STF. split into three groups, ente¬ 
red dw dense Sirumugai forests, sealing 
all exit routes. The security forc’es 
had informal ion that the gang, too, had 
dis ided itself into three camps. The host¬ 
ages were kepi in a camp about 12 km 
away fitmi Veerappan's own hide'OUl. 
And as Veerappan's men spotted an 
^proaching police party and began 
sh^ng. the hosi^s seized the 
opporiunily io flee. 

As their guards, lyyandurei and 
Ranga&wainy. seemed bent on pursuing 
them, DSP Chidambaranaihan told 
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pair (if elcphujii iiisks v;;ilucd j( Rv 2.5 
iakh. 


V««rippan*& at^ of Mtivity 


[hcin thai ihcy wcmJd he shoe if caughi 
by ihc police. InsicaJ, he adviited ihem 
u> surrender. And they, along unh two 
cnhaK. agreed lo do no without much 

fUSN. 

Vtferaptun. meanwhile, had manag¬ 
ed to Dee from his own hide-out during 
an exchange of fire (hat lef^ a constable 
injured. However, the gang was forced 
lo leave behind its precious raiions of 
rice and other com modi lies and also a 


The eofiHiunder of the combined STF, 
the Tamil Nadu addilkmal diieclor* 
general of police, Wallet Dawaram. had 
eajiicr claimed that it wun they who had 
rescued ihe hosuges and captured the 
gangstcrv though Veerappan had inana- 
ged logivc them the slip 

Oiidambaronathan's vcrshKi, 

however, is ihai he was having a haih in 
the camp where he w as being held w hen 
he heard gun shots ai Veerappan's hose 


ies sent vehicles 
Coimhaion? 


to lake Iherii to 


(Abtvtl Flit plditrtt Of VHrawMR (rlfht| «t hH Mtfo*oirt Md tha 
Kamatalia task fotet * tM cat*and*niouse pamo eontirwai 


a few ktlomeiTcs away. T^ing advanta* 
ge of the confusion that followed, he 


Wiih his core gioup funJarr minced I decided lo flee 
and cscapv* routes cui ofl*. the police i After ctmv incmg the guards tlui their 
hope that Veerappan will he eaaghi any 
tnomcni. They say that his life will be 
guaraniecd. 

Bui even as the police claim that they 
are du«ing in on the elusive brigand, 
the escaped hoxiages maintain thai they 
got away by the dim of ihcir own grit 


(inly fnipc U> in surrendering, he led the 
other two hostages and the four gang* 
xiers to his fami outside the Sirumugui 
forest. Once there, he contacted the dis* 
trici collector lo td I him that he had esca¬ 
ped along widi Veerappan's men. who 
wanted to surrender. Next, the authoni* 


T he epi vKle sec ms lo h ns c m lurcd rel n* 
lions between the KainaUku and 
Tamil Nadu Police. The fsirnwi fs‘cls 
that il was dcliheruiely excluded from 
the final stages of the operuiion 
Repons suy that alihiHigh (he Karnatukn 
tusk force and ihe BSh teams luJ eniei* 
edthc forest along wiih ihe 
Tamil NaJu coniiiigeni 
Il us planned, the Kamaiu- 
ka police were asked lo 
slay put once Vecrup* 
pun's camp was spoiled. 
Only ihc Tamil Nadu for¬ 
ces advanced 
The Karnataka pcrsiin- 
ncl cixild niH even keep 
track nl ihe ope rational 
movcmcnis a« the 
frequency for wireless 
eommunicaiion hod been 
s^iongcd. 

The Karnuiuku Police 
is particularly upset 
becauM neither tlw 1 'umil 
Nadu Police nor the 
govemmcni has offciul- 
iy informed it of Veerap¬ 
pan s demands or their 

S own plans regarding 
them 

And most of Veerap¬ 
pan's demands does con¬ 
cern Kamaiuka The Kar¬ 
nataka STF chief. Shan¬ 
kar Bidari. has maintain¬ 
ed a list of all the murders 
and other offences com- 
milled by the outlaw and 
his men. If Veerappan i$ 
caught ahve. the Karnata¬ 
ka Police IS determined to 
prosecute him. 

What will Veerappan 
do now 

The strenglh of his 
gang is said to be down to 
12 men and half-a-doyen guns 
withtlic STKhotofi his trad. Pi'lice ofjl* 
eers feel that hemuycithei commit suici¬ 
de or stage u dramat ic su itendcr. 

Indeed, there ure rvmours ihui he 
may have killed himself already. But 
Veerappan had earlier shown that he 
had quite a few surprises up his sleeve. 
And maybe, there are more in store this 
time ii» 

M/ 





Embroiled in 
5 the battle 
royale over 
the jewellery 
trust are the 
Nizam 
himself, 120 
members of 
the princely 
family and the 
Government 
of India 


Niram Mukarram Jah with hU fourth wife and entourage; trc>ubk*M>mi' legacy 



I t has all the trappinjjs of a battle 
rvyulc. At sukc arc 173 items of 
jewellery. Including the world* 
fjmous I84.75‘Caral Jacobi dia* 
iiKind, priced at cmres of rupees. 
And lighting for their share of the weal¬ 
th lire the M/am of Hyderabad, Prince 
Mukanum Jah, and 120 other members 
of ihc royal family, 

Yci another contender for possession 
of the precious items is the Government 
of India, dithering over coughing up Rs 
180 crore to buy off the jewels so that 
they car be taken out of the vaults of the 
Hongkong & Shanghai Bank in Bom* 
bay and put on display at the Naiional 
Museum in Delhi and the Solar Jung 
Museum in Hyderabad. The Indian 
govcmincni was to pay up the niuncy 
by 31 December and lake the jewels 
into iu possession. According to 
Khudrath Ali Khan, one of the 120 
minor beneficiaries of the jewellery 
trust, the ministry ot*culture hod sent let* 
tent to them to be in Bombay to receive 
the money. Bui once they reached there, 
they were informed that the gostmment 


Several parties vie for a 
share of the priceless 
jewellery collection of 
the Nizam of Hyderabad 


had sought an extension from the Sufm?- 
me Court for the paynxm of the 
amount. According to (he Solicitor* 
General of Indi'i. Aliuf Ahmed, the U>k 
Sabha had passed a supplemenlaTy 
grant of R.s 218 crore < i rKluding interest 
on the money that had to be paid to the 
crust) but the Rajya Sahha v.'ould not 
pass the grant in the la.st session of Parlia- 
meni. As per the CunsUiuiion. if the 
Upper House does not pass a su^lemen* 
iary within 14 days of its receipt from 
the Low er House, then it wou Id be deem • 
ed to have been passed by both the 
Houses. Since this lime limit expires on 
14 January, the government had no choi* 
ce but to ask for an ex tension for the pay * 
mem of the amount. But this argu* 


HKnl is nut being bought by many. Suys 
Khudralh Ali Khan. ‘The government 
has no respect for the law. Why could¬ 
n't it issue an ordinance for payment if 
there was u constituiiunal crisis? There 
is no guaniflice (hut this drama will ejKJ 
in (he next iwg weeks. ' 

Adds Princess Fatima Fou7ia, 
daughter of the seventh Niaam, Osman 
Ali Paxha, and one of the major beneflei* 
aries of the jewellery trust, "The delay¬ 
ing tactics of the Government of India 
have put us to shame before the entire 
n^icn. We are looked upon by the inco¬ 
me tax officials as criminals.' 

T he controversy over the Nizam's 
jewels has been going on for over 
two decades now. In 1972, the Indira 
Gandhi government set up a committee 
10 inspect the jewels. This was followed 
by a series of committees to look into 
the matter, and fmally. the Morarji 
De&ai government asked the Archaeolo- 
gicaJ Survey of India (AS!) to examine 
(he Jewels under the Anticiuiiie.s Act. 
The A$1 concluded that 34 items came 
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under ihe An(iqujlje& Act and tence 
could not be exported out of India. 
While the NiLam's iniMiees wanted R» 
65 crorc for these 34 items, the govern* 
ment set the amount first at Rs 2.^ emre 
and then at Rs 25 crore. In 2978. the 
government decided that it was not tnier* 
csied in purchasing the items and told 
the trustees that they were free to auc* 
lion off the items to the highest bidder. 
This, however, could n«M be achieved as 
Princess Fourb fled a case in the City 
Court, Hyderabad, seeking a stay on the 
sale and the removal of the 
irusices. The next year, the govern¬ 
ment sei up another comimiice under 


in labelling us defaulters in income lax 
and wtal^ tax though they pl^ed the 
hurdles in handling ourewn wealth." 

B ui there is another Skle lo the entire 
conirovervy ^ the infighting 
amongst the vanous henefWiarfes of the 
trust. According to the trust deed, ihea* 
are three main beneficiaries: the present 
Ni/am. Prince Mukamim Joh. his hnv 
iher. Prince Mukaffam Jah. and Prin¬ 
cess Paiimu Fouria. The seventh 
Ni/ani had also set up 35 other trusts. 
.Hi of which were ahjndoncd in I9K5 
after the 25'ycar time period for which 
they were sei up expired. The bcneficiuf- 


Shaidi. Ptasaa <»hich said print**, palima FouziJ with hu«ban<i: maK'r be 

that since all the 173 ' - 

items were of "historic ^ 

interest", the governmcm ^ 

should with the 

trusiandhuy ihcmal). An 
arbiiniior wus af^)inied 

pur|y>sc and the a 
the ticins wjs set 
Rut the 
I hen Mtid 
ihcrc had been a 
"lypi)gra|9iic error" and 
the amount was willing y 

Id p;ty wus HCtually Rs 

IM() ciorc. Now. if the ^ 

govern mcni cannot pay 

up (he iimouni by 14 P---- »■ . BMEBB 

January, then the rights %£!»J • I 

shall stand crystallised in I 

favour of the ifusiees — *- * 

they will be able to sell off Pw Vf 

(he jewels subject to the pravisions of 

the law And in the aociion market, the {Ql 

jewels, which include 22 pccc.s of jjT 

partiully*cui emeralds, a seven-strand V 4Qv 

necklace of 150 large and 220 small ^ Q. yiLj^ 

pearls and 44 diamonds oft wo colours. V'sfi 

will fetch much more than the money 

decided by the arbiiralor. The trustees % 

have got the various items evaluated by j 

both Sotheby's and Oiristic's and lhe$e 

auction houses have put the value at 

USS 155 million. It will be a boon for 

the Ni/am’s family if the government 

cannot pay up the Rs 21^ crorc. as Prin- 

ce Mukarram has allegedly incurred ^ jPw 

dcbt.s to the tune of $i0 million abroad__ 

and a Madras'based lawyer has taken ^_■ r_ 4 ». _■■ _ 

him to court for not paying $61.000 for collection: 

services rendered to him. priceless piece 

Adds Princess Fatima Rujzia. “We ies of these mists, who were getting 
have spent over Rs 20 crorr in the litiga' amounts between Rs 5,000 and Rs 
tion which flew from one court to ano- 30.0fJO every month, sianed staking 
(her. one government ministry to anO' further claims. These trusts included 
iher. for over 15 yearx. All the while, iheSahebradetrustof Rs5crorefor(he 
the government agencies took pleasure families of the Nizam's various misires- 


ses. a Shahzade bC^icfif tiuyt for over 
200 of his great-grandchildren.^und any 
number of trusts for the di:>posal t>f his 
personal items such a.s cuilery^ch'tbing. 
writing maierials. m4>hun an&’«ouve>, 
nine (it is alleged that Prince Mukarram 
Jah has sold off seven of the II gold 
coins from ihlx trust). But once ilic imic- 
frame of these trusts wa.s over, benefit i a- 
nes like Dilshad Jah (from ihc Shah* 
/ode trust) went on a hunger strike fvir a 
seporaie share in the jewellery 
trust. Meanwhile, Prince Mukanam 
Jah had threatened to disown every 
olher cbimani lo the jewellery trust 
through a nizwiuiMt (decree! us thc'y 

ncflciarv of the trust 


had not fought the case properly and 
were hence gelling a very small umouni 
Rk the jewels. Though the ple:i was rejee • 
ted hy I he 5u preme Cou rl, ii i s an indica¬ 
tion of the stale uf affairs wiihin the 
ruya) family. Besicks this, the trustees 
had SCI up a list <«f beneficiaries which 
was not acccpiahle cither to Prince 
Mukarram Jah or to Priiu cs.s Fou?ia. 
According to them, there arc only eight 
bimeFciaries of the penonal jewellery 
trust and the supplementary Jewellery 
ijust, while the trustees hud listed three 
major and I20minorbenel1cianes. 

In addition to this, there arc some 
minor heneficiuncs who are of the opin¬ 
ion that the trusts should continue with 
luigaiions against the govcniincfli to 
increase the amount that is hemg paid to 
them. In such a scenario, even if ihc 
government contrives to pay up the 
money required, the haiile royak can 
only goon. • 


PMMt rMuv/Wuir MM 
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Resignation drama 

Crisis grips Bangladesh as the Opposition quits Parliament 


A I kin|! ihc ihrcc OppussiitKi 

tn Kangladcsh playeil 
ihcir irurnpcard^. On 2H Deceni' 
her. year. 146 Opposition MPs in the 
.^.'VKnH'inhcr Ihirliumeru handed m ihcir 


Mi/Anur Rahman Chowdhury and 
Jamaat leader Moulana Matiur Rahman 
Ni/jmi. insunily haruJed in Ihc ma^s 
rc^gnations. 

Addrci^ng a public meeting the same 


rcMgnuimns to Speaker Shaikh Ku/zak day. Zia said'**1 along wiih my miniMcrs 


f 

1 


All in presence of a large media will resign imic momh before the neii 
coniingcni general election * The election, she pro* 

Among those who quit the legislature pused. would he supervised by the Presi* 
wcu' deputies of Ihc A warn i League dent in voordinaiitm with the i^uasi* 
of Sheikh Husina Wared, .'U M the Jati* judicial election ciunmis^kmfECV 
yn Party hcuiled hy i ho | a i led former Pre* Rut i n her New Year* s Day bMudcasl. 

Mdcnt. K.M. LrNhiuJ. IV o1 the funda* Khaleda ruled out an early election and 
montnlisi Januuit*e*lsUnii led h) Oolam hinted that she s'ould risk holding by* 
A/um. and oihers belong- — , ,,, j ^ - 

li'i'riniWm.Hlid 

ing u lilC'icmi lof muf* . 

dcr, filed the if ^signa* . ^ ^ 

lions ihfi'ugh the .* L ^J ^ a 

inspckior-gencrul ol piili* . • VH 

According to ihe Con- ff V 

Kiiiuiion, the momcni an * 

MP iCMgns. his or her 
I s l> vaca* 

Thus. couniry*' 

P.'irlKlinent is Icti wiih A 

the 176 MPs or the ft 

ruling Hangludcsh Nutio- ^—-- 

nalisi Party I BNP) and JltlysPlfly iMdfTf St • rally »d(Intt) 

(he tegiiiinacy ot Prime Sheikh HasiM: takht| to the ftrafts 
Miiiisicr Khaleda Zia's 

govcmmsMit IS open u> question. clecuons to the 154 vac* 

/.ia had tried U> salvage Uic silualion am scuts. However, 
at Ihc last iiiument. The Speaker kept the There is still 'one for a 
Oppo.sition MPs watting for more than compnxiiive.'’ ihc PM 
(NVi^ hours, obviously Ht the tnsiruciion rem^ed. 
v>f the heleugucavl PM Then, three A Western ambas- 
scriKV aides ol Khaleda sadoriold Si vday that if 

amsed with a propiisaJ ihat iho PM and ihc PM*s latest propi^sal. 
her Cabinet ’'will not he m power 30 m which .she agreed to 
days belt ire the ncx i porl i a memary elcc- step down a month before 
t loni n eari y IW, the next ckcilon. hod coim 

B ut I hey; Jso sought a written underta- the crisis could have been i 
king from the Opposiiion groups that Bui :( wa.s mo late. D 
the) would not resort gheraos nine months. Zia has olw 

and other violent actions. This was Ihc demand for a caretakc 
enough to set the powder-keg alight. wa.s unconstituUonaJ. 

Husina, along with Jatiya P:inv MP On ihc other hand. Hi 


x« 


elections to the 154 vac* * 

am scuts. However. \ % \ 

"'rherc IS siill '*mc for a V ^ 
compnmiisc." ihc PM x t J 

temped. ^ 

A Western ambas¬ 
sador told Si VDAY ihal if 
the PM s luiest propi^sal. y J 

m which .she agreed to '' X 

step down a month before ^ 
the next eleciion. bad come a day corljer. 
the crisis could have been resolved. 

Bui :( wa.s mo late. During the la.si 
nine months. Zia has always held that 
Ihc demand for a caret oker govcmttwni 
was unconstituUonaJ. 

On Ihc other hand. Hasina made ii 


clear that "the ruling parly must not he 
allowed to use its money, muscle and 
official powers lu woo voters during the 
poll campaign". 

The mass resignation uf the Opposi¬ 
tion MPs. ihe biggest ever in Ihc world'^ 
parliamcniojy hisuiry. has left the PM 
wsih only two npiionst announcing by- 
rlections w ithin VO days from ihcir cxii 
or advising the President to dissolve the 
Pori lament and call general elections 
wilhtn three months. 

As by-etcciionv lo so many vcuis 
would further erotic ihc governincni's 


r 


_ ^ftilHis credibility and are likely 
•xaip I 10 be vioiem, i1 isalmosi 

^ '■ certain that ihi PM will 

-p have 10 go lor u mid-ierm 

« j ^^■ji general ekcliun under a 

neutral curciukcr govern- 
JKm tneni. as demanded hy Ihc 

’•^^y Opposition 

There is a solace fot 
^ her. however. Hu.sira. 

i has of lale, offered to lake 
pan in a future cluclim 
under a caretaker govern- 
ment headed by President Abdur 
Rahman Biswas with neutral advisers to 
be nominated by the BNP and Ihc 
Opposition. 

Maybe, it's still not too lute. • 
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IKHAASBAAT 


coders will 
. i —. remember 
I thaf wc had 

V LIU ^ given fair woi* 
f»ing 10 Recna 
Aamir Khan 
lhai her ostensibly devoted 
husband was srraying peri* 
lously far t'rom the straight 
and narrow, ft now seems 
that she has taken due notice 
of our alarm, and packing 





her l>ags and picking up her 
baby son. Junaid. box left 
Bombay and the mariud 
home — for a 'holiday’ in 
Dchra Dun. 

Whether this move will 
bring Aamir back to his sen¬ 
ses is a question that only 
time can answer. But we do 
know that Mumtu Kulkomi 
is deiiritKis at this latest 
devcK»pment. 


/*\ ell. we sup- 
pose it was 
\ \fn/ \only a matter 

ibal Ajay Dev • 
gan basdecid' 
ed that the vivacious Kajol is 
the giri for him. hi.s two cx*s 
Raveena Tandon and 
Karisma Kapoor have decid¬ 
ed to bury the buichel. So. no 
longer will you have the two 
young l^ies spewing 

venom at one another via 
sundry fitmi glossies. 

Though, wc can’t guarantee 
that they’ll .show Ajay and 
Kajnl (he .same 

consideration. 

The kiss-and-mi^*up 
routine lias already begun 
with Karismu praising 
Ruveena in one other inter- 
vicw.s. And never one to 
misH It cue. Raveena has res¬ 
ponded in good measure. 


hy on earth 
doesn't Juhi 
1 n iSm ^mit that she 
end Jai Mehta 
have a groovy 
thing going? 
What does she have to be so 
coy about? After all. both 
she and Jai. are free agenu: 
iuhi has never — lo our best 
krtowicdge — had a steady 
boyfriend, and the new man 
is her life is also unauached. 
having iosi his young wife (a 
daughter of the Bidas) in a 
plane crash. 

And certainly, the two of 
them make no secrei of their 
fceling.s for one another. 
They were spotted in Goa 
lost year over New Year and 
ore said to be beaded there 
again to bring in IV9S. Jai 
has been known to Hy down 
lo America a day in advance 
to greet Juhi (there lo particj* 
pate in v>rne shows) with 
chocolates and fTowen. Artd 
the two are virtual iy insepar¬ 
able at all film poAics. 

But ask iuhi the Jai ques¬ 
tion and she turns all taciturn 


revealing that she would 
love to work with Kahsma 
again. 

There’s one thing you con 





IdUHt CM AWU 


and awkward, with phnucs 
like "just good fnends* inpp* 
ing off her tongue. Maybe 
somebody should tell her to 


but on. ihou^. Ajay Devgan 
will not be the third pady in 
any triangular love siory 
ih^ star in. 




grab a good thing (read man) 
when she iiccs it. arsd never 
mind ihc numbers game in 
the film industry. 


Kapoor, we 

infomi you 
that she’s not 
elosetied at home, mourning 
the loss of her true love, Ajay 
Devgan Instead, the lovely 
Ix^locan be ^jionai at all the 
trendicsl night spots of Bom¬ 
bay enjoying herself 
immensely. 

And is it just a coinciden¬ 
ce that .she wa« seen having 
the most wonderful of times 
with Akshaye Khanno. the 
handsome son of Vinod. at a 
local disco’^ *rhc way the two 

of them were entwined with 
one another, it was almost as 
if the Kapoor hahi' had derid¬ 
ed to re-enact imc of her song 
sequences (as in S^xy. sf.xy, 
xfiy) in real life. 

Well, as they say, in such 
matters - - as in nnisi others 
' • practice makes (icrfcsl. • 
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ENTEfTTAINMENT 


The circus industry 
heats the odds to stage 
a revival 


s Ramu ihc elephani lumbe¬ 
red inio the Jumho C?ircus 
iiKna, plasiic bat in injnk. 

began u> belt the hall 
inio the jam'Packed Mends 
0 ^Tendulkar, ICVycar-old Andy knew 
diet his ChriMnus L>ay was Kv 

Ihc ncKt two hours Andy was irenspori* 
ed into a magk wurIJ. 1'epping hi« feet 
lo the (Me Ole number playing in the 
background and biting into his popcom» 
Andy sal glued to his chair scat as the tm* 
pen; artistes swung from one end <if the 
tent to the other. He wuiched with his 
hcail in his mouth as Ihc lights were 
switched <»rf and the artistes continued 
to perform bathed in a pate blue light. 

He laughed his lungs out as the 
clowns got engaged in a rmick fight and 
chased the lion trainer out uf the tent; 
dapped vigonwsly as Russian acrobats 
pertorrned seemingly impossible feats 
on the spring mats: cheered the three 
rmnorcyclists spinning inside the large 
round grid al the far cod of the tent; and 
stared with wide-eyed wonder as sia 
tigers and two lions followed the bidd¬ 
ings of a ring-master to elimh up on 
sto«)ts and jump through flghtecl Kngs.... 

If somchrxJy had told Andy that day 
that the ciceus industry m India was 
struggling to keep the sht^w going, the 
icn-ycar-old would have simply refused 
to believe him 

Hut if Manekfl nandhi. the then envi. 
ronmctii minister, coukl have had her 
way three years back then the circuses 
would have had to pack up The con- 
iruversy centering arounJ tlw cruelty to 
anitmtls hung like Haniocies' sword on 
the c i reus owners. W iih the threat uf clo* 
sure looming large, owners refused to 
make any fre-sh in vestment, there were 
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no new acts and a pk|ucd audience turn¬ 
ed to other forms of entertainment. 

But the good news now is that a 
young breed of owners like Ashok Shan¬ 
kar uf Jumbo Circus are working lo give 
this dying form nf cnicftainTnent a new 
lea^ of li fe. Ashok is determined not to 
let the circus slip into a morass of munda* 
ne mcdiocriiy. *?copk were getting Jis* 
illusioncd wiihihecircus- -itwEvhcco- 
nimg stcnucypcd.Changc watahsotute- 
ly necevsary to revive the circus in Indra. 
^ we have introduced new acts to captu¬ 
re the wdicnce's interests.* 


As general • secretary of the 1 ndian Ci r* 
cus Federation. Ashok is confideru that 
0 Chcr^ in the circus business arc uKo 
receive lo change. Having gone 
through a panicularly bod phase —the 
Maneka era. the communal riot^ follow¬ 
ing the BabK Masjid demolition, and 
more recent ly the pi ague scare —' 1 he ci r* 
cus can no longer afford to he labelled 
predicUible and boring. 


T he circus industry is gearing up for a 
change, the mood is distinctly upbeat 


i change, the mood is distinctly upbeat 
and the perfonners arc willing to give it 
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all (bey have. Bui (here arc some major 
coristnimts Ihal (hey will have louverco- 
mc. With lelevision capiunng pec^le's 
imagination, circus owners realise (hal 
(hey will have to (jy that much harder to 
woo people oul of their drawing moms. 

Moreover, loud protests from vvious 
acliv ists against cruelty to animals conti • 
nuc to haunt the industry. The Mancka 
phase mighl be over but the case is Mill 
pending before the high court. 

Says Vinod Sabharwal, owner of 
Gemini and Kamal Circuses, "the crowd 
hud decrca5ed by at least ^percent dur 


ing Maneka's stirtt as Unkm miniMcr’' 
Apd A.K. Ramachandran, irtanager of 
Gemini Circus, is quick to add that 
things have improved following the 
Maneka regime, when at least two major 
circuses. C>rico( and Bharat, had m f^d 
up. "The circus has come up again in (be 
last iwo years and the crowds arc pour¬ 
ing in again." be says. 

Of enune, people in the circus indus* 
try insist that anii^s are an imegraJ pan 
of the show. "Circus is not a circus with¬ 
out animals." says A. Rajan. general 
secretary. Indian Ciicus Rtrum. empha- 


A. Rajan, general 
secretary, Indian Circus 
Forum, stresses the fact 
that our performers are 
not lagging behind either 
in skill or in spirit. To 
become the world’s best, 
they only need to learn the 
style of presentation of 
the Russians 


licMIy. "At IcaM in Indiu." he adds, 'the 
animal act^ are still the ones that pull m 
crowds". 

No wonder (hen. that cireuswallahs 
art extr^nely upset w ith al I egal ion s that 
the animals are ill trcaicd. "We love Ihe 
animals like our children. They are our 
liveUh(*od. so why M>oulJ wc ill-treat 
them?" asks Sabharwal. 

But activisls like (qhul Malik m' nut 
convinced. *1 definiiely do noi want ani¬ 
mals in circuses because ihc antics they 
arc forced lo perform do not come nuiu* 
rally lo (hem." he argues, "Humans do it 
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oulafchoicc.'bui'fhc aniniiilvdii iioMtof 

conipulxion." * 

There are Ivmi mJcn h> ihc ar^umcni 
and ihe seem mg l> never-ending dcbdie 
gtxs (in. Hul whdi ihis eonUoversy has 
done (0 Ihc circus in India is change ils 
tenor: anintuls a^‘ merely used as props 
to pull in children 

T ixJay. there has been a 
palpuhle drop in acts 
(nvolvuig anniuils. 1'hc 
accent, these days, k 
clearly on sicrohalicv and 
dare-devil stunts. In tlw 
liist t wo years, Vinocl SaN 
harwal has ininxJuecd 
lour new nets in the ira* 
pe/v section. like 
Asmuiin Kn forishiu. 
where the lent is plunged 
irk) darkness ami is tllu* 
minaicd only hy a pule 
blue liglu 'We «rv also 
the only circus to have 
four motoKyclisis riding 
the M<iut K<\ Kuitn" Sab* 
hurwal adds. 

.Simihirly. Ashok Shan* 
kur has braved all the red* 
taped alleys ol govern 
mental procedure u> rope 
In M) Russian perrormers 
from Kirgi/.sian. The 
exchange programme 
worked out helweon the 
artistes of Jumtx> and 
Kishkek (*ircus with 
permission from the 
human resources dcvcUi* 
pmmi ministry— is aim 
ed at giving Ihc local perfurmers a chan* 
ce to imhihe some of the grace and gran* 
deur auociaicd with Russian acts. 

Says Shankar, 'The idea was not 
merely to add an ciemeni of novelty to 
the show, ihc real purpose was to expose 
our pcrloriners to intcrruilional standar¬ 
ds. " And j udg ing hy the enth usiaslk Res¬ 
ponse I'rotn the local artistes, this could 
well prove to be a siep in the righi 
direction. 

"HumJog in videshiy<m ko hahut 
dhyan if tiekft mht hain. llnlogt)n ka 
$rylf hahui harhiyo hai Ytihi humhgon 
ki) setkhna hal Baki iol) mem Trum kis.v 
if kam nukin' (We arc observing the 
Russians very carefully. It Is their style 
that we want to pick up. As far as ihe 
oiJicr things are concerned, we «w 
sixtmd lu none)." declares Ramu. an 
acrohat in (he Jumbo Circus. 


A. Rajan also ^rei^ on the fact that 
our performers aa* nnc lagging behind, 
etdvr in skill ur in spirit "They only 
need some polishing and I can assure 
you that ihey will he (he best in the 
world." he says. "Take (he Russians, ii is 
their prcscnialHin and tappori with Ihc 



audience which has made them such a 
Ng hit. These arc acts that we could also 
perform, hut it is the style of prcsenia* 
lion that we musi leam from them. '* 


Vhcrc is no denying that the Indian arti* 
I ties are capable of performing the 
must danng of acts and ihink nothing of 
risking their lives. They have nut only 
introduced rtew acts hut have also given 
a new dimension to tlte old. hackneyed 
ones such as the irupc re. lighi*rope walk* 
ing and motorcycle Munu. Trape/u uni* 
sics perfonn in ncur*compleic darkness, 
the aciobais f 1 nd a ihril I performi ng dare* 
devil feats witboul the safety of neis, end 
as many as lour motuayelisis risk their 
lives as they /ra>m inside un iron 
coniraptum. 

It’s ama/ing l<» see <ivcrweight 
KeraIHe women eflorrlcs^ly balance on 
their heads perched atop a swing .^) leei 
above I hs' grtHi nd. And lit i U‘ eh i Idam per* 
form soiiK'rsaulls on a thin pUnk iif 
wood with noniuiircssbcUiw lo cushion 
I heir fall 

Hul despite iIk oh v a his cntliusiusm 
and redouNuhle skill of the Indmn urii- 
sies, it IS quiic ajipjfeni iIkiI they aie 
seriously handicapped hy gnsemmcnkil 
apathy. 


Says Ashok Shankar.owner of Jumbo Circ 
the circus in India. So we have introduced 
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incir mum ^nnisc in 
( hui unlike rxher counir* 
les where ihea' ua spec uv 
(ruining inshiuics 
for the ciauv. is 
nothing oi' the in 

the 

g(i ment hii s ik me pa** 

Clous u> encourage 
the circus *’We 

sportsmen We 
many people. 
periorm gymnastics, Jo 
ucrithatics ucd most all 
risk our on the 
show hut 
there is no reeogmtiiM 
I'rom the governmeni, no 
awarJi' Sln^hha 

Kuril. wIuI ps*rlornis dure • 
stui lb 

Wliai IS most p;ithviie 
I hut ihcK* ix'rhirniers 
to pcrpstnally hvc 
urwk’i the rmpen* 

Jmg IS 

no pnoisiixi 
for pension of grniiiHy. 
ulsn vs'r> lew Clauses Imv 1 he 
means ti' pr<isule lor their insurance 
A11J once i he ir perl oi m i iig days a n* i »ver 
e nl V r ilue h > old *ige iv pi ly sicul i nuhi • 


lily * iIk') h,ive miwhea to turn to 
Although ciictis owners hke AshoK 
Shank* and Vimtd Suhharwal aa pull* 
ing m hoih irMinc) and dhifl to add lltui 


eMra hit of dish to the slum, ihc) iiiv i 
always iinceriain about the ictums h 
w<Hild Mp, IIkv suy. It tik'a were* rman* 
eiul msiTtviions which csailJ provide 
them wiili easy |<ui>s. 

AI so. I r M>nK' has ic I uei 2tt • 
ICS hke a I local ion of 
ceiurjllydocatoil 
grminJs m iM;t|i>r cities 
iHi noitun.il rciiis were 
uvuilahle. ii w<iulJ lake 
uwu> some ol their 
womes 

Nev<flhek‘ss. things tixlu) aa de(*i- 
micly looking up *1 he nuntsiry for hu¬ 
man a'Mxia cs Jcvelopment \s lendnig 
a more sympalheucckir to the ci reus wal¬ 
lahs The enlciTammcnt tux on circus 
shivws has already Kvowaivixt in 11 sui¬ 
tes and there is every indication ih.it the 
A'si ivl’ihe suies will lollow suil 

Orgapiseis are also eager in gaiiiMc 
and introduce lash ntewsurcs to reviiah- 
% this uiKieiil lorni of entertainment 
that pixiviiics employment ti' over 
rO.IHKt lantilies m the country, (Irvcn 
the prc'sent scenarxi, then, it would not j 
K* inaccurate to say that circus in liidui is 
at thcihrcslHild ol a heitei touu>riow 
The show it sc'cnis. is destined to go 
on. • 


"hange was absolutely necessary to revive 
acts to capture audience interest 


SM9U«e Mtf fiMHtt Dm 
with Prfyt 
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I n Delhi's gos.«ipy an circle ancv 
(her exhibition was not going to 
make waves. True, (he artist. Ami* 
t(tva Oils, wv fairly welbkrtown 
hdving graduated from (he Delhi 
CoMegc of An. But in Delhi where every 
dry cleaner aspires to open an art gallery 
and be known as a promoter of an. anrv 
ihcr exhi biiior; was no big deal. 

Except that Das was 
being sponsored hy the 
Eicher group's spanking 
new Richer An C/allery — a gallery thai ^ 
claimed to be a‘non-commercial insdiu* 7 


VIKRAM LAL 

Choirman, Eicher 
group 


I namMM contras! 10 
mon cMmercial galk- 
riea that dttarge a 30-per 
cdM* commissi on from 
lU for works sold. 


Art of the matter 


Large corporate houses are promoting the cause of art—and profit is 

no consideration at all 


Eicher will be waiving its commission 
entirely. In addition, g^lcry sp^ will 
be provided at a nominal cost (hat will 
cover (he coat of sending oul inviiaiion 
cards, hosting the opening and liaising 
with the media for publicity for (be wtisi. 

For the Amitava Das show. Seed had 
lined up an array of miereating aciiviiies 
s(aning with an illustraced lecture by 


Prayag Shukia. a dose friend of the arti¬ 
st. la addition, (here was a poetry read¬ 
ing sessioo as well as gallery talks twice 
a week given by Poc^a Sood herself. 


"Our inieniion is to provide a com¬ 
mon platform where the anisi and (he 
viewers can get to interact on an infor¬ 
mal basis," says Sood. 


Non-commercial galleries are a boon to young artists 


rion committed to promoting ytMing ani- 
sts'.A commercial group going altruist¬ 
ic? Thor was something to lake note of. 

The Richer group manufacture (rac- 
tor.s. moKircycles and light commercial 
vehicles. In November this year the 
gn>up's owner and chairman. Vikram 
Lai, eannorked the basement o( his 
Delhi office to open ihe Hicher Art Galle¬ 
ry. For the inaugural show the gallery 
had on di splay works on paper by Amiu • 
vu Dav. whose works have been exhibit¬ 
ed in India and such countries as Nor¬ 
way, Germany and Australia, 

"1 feel that we should not leave eve¬ 
rything in the hand.s of the government. 
The bureaucratic machinery being slow, 
it is only practical for the 
corporate houses to take 
the initiative as we do 
have Ihe required resour¬ 
ces and infrastructure.’ 
say.s Vikram Lai. 

Lai. who is a keen an 
collector himself, is clear 
(hat his gallery will not 
merely showpiece ait. 

"Our aim is (0 encourage 
the undersiartding of art 
per xe.' says Pooja Sood. 
director of the gallery. 


*ltisonly 
practical for 
the corporate 
houses to take 
the initiative as 
we have the 
required 
resources and 
infrastriicture" 


The corporate sponsor¬ 
ship of aft is (KK a new 
concept. The Tata Group 
and ITC are major buyers 
and patrons of contempo¬ 
rary Indian art. What is 
new. however, is the pro¬ 
motion of art on a non¬ 
profit basis. Eicher’s next 
show, for inslance. is sole¬ 
ly for display and not for 
sale. ’'Ultimaiely, our 
goal is to make art more 
comprehensible and 
enjoyable (0 the viewer." 
says Sood. 


Another name that is 
fast being recognised as a 
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promoter of an for an's sake 
is ANZ Gnndlays Bank. The bank 
already displays the works of vanous 
anisis ai select kvanches in Calcutta and 
Bombay. But (his month, ANZ had on 
display the works of Nireo Senpxpu. 
principal of the Delhi College of Art. ai 
its Ptf I lament Street branch in New 
Delhi, 

"Captain Grindiay. who founded the 
bank in India, was himself an artist of 
repute and we seem to have managed lu 
sustain the interest generated in art and 
culture during his time to this day/ says 
Anjana Grewal. country manager, 
marketing. 

Says Niren Sengupta. "It is for the 
first time that my works are being spon* 
sored by a financial house and I pmunol- 
ty fee) that it is a good thing. Surt an ini¬ 
tiative provides us with gallery space 


Kala Kendra's Hamlet At 
Bombay. For 10 years from I960 to 
1990 the bank had organised the 
Grindiay *s Kala Sangam where if invit¬ 
ed artists of repute on a lotalioa basis 
annually. The proceeds were donated to 
charitable organUatkms such as CRY 
and the Cheshire Homes 

I ike Ekhcr. ANZ does not interK) to 
^■nake a big splash (Eicher is said to 
have sp 0 K Rs 15.000 on its inaugural 
eihibilion) Souiues at ANZ revealed 
that depending on budget availability, 
the bank spends anything from Rs 3 to 
15 lakh annually, Fwthe Niren Sengup- 
U exhibition an estimated R« 30-35.000 
had been budgeted. 

Unlike Eicher and ANZ whose ventu¬ 
res into an promotion are fairly new. the 
rrc group has been working in (he field 


I for over 15 years now 

According loS.S.K Rehnian. miinag- 
ing direcuv.TTC Hotels, the group tries 
to use art objects and handle rafis as 
much as possible as a pari of il« hotels' 
overall d^or. He further adds thut HX' 
has in the post held ^ 
gatherings where lots of young and upco¬ 
ming aitisis got to display I heir works. 
Not only do the hotel s end up buying 
quite a few paintings, they auction off 
(he rest to their clicrus. 

Adds Rehnun. "Wc also promote 
localihud thematic art as our brunches in 
diflcfcnt part k of the country are siructu • 
red and d^oraicd in keeping with ihc an 
and architecture of that particular 
region," 

In Hyderabad, tor example, the ITC 
Croup iv going to start a branch where 


cannot afford gallery charges or high commission rates 
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which is rather expensive 
and difficult to get. " 
Points out R.N. 

Suthoo. chief manager, 
retail banking. ANZ, 

"Though such ventures 
do help in image conM>li- 
dation. the social objec* 
tive is far more 

importani. We owe a 

strong social obligation 
to society.'' On the cultu¬ 
ral front, too. ANZ has 
been quite active. A year 
ago it spoasored the UK- 
based Tamasha Theatre 
Group’s Women Of Dust 
in Delhi and Bomkny and 
early in 1994 it sponsored 


NIREN 

SENGUFTA 

Principal Delhi 
CoiUgeefArt 

"For the first 
time, a financial 
house is 
sponsoring my 
works. Such 
initiatives 
provide us 
with gallery 
space which is 
difficuKtoget" 
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the art exhibited will be 
ol the Kakatij style, just 
as in Jaipur’s Rajputanu 
Palace the decor is most* 
ly Rajasthani 

When it comes to 
expend!Iuro. ITC Hotels 
do nut go into compvi- 
mental ismg finances for 
art ax such, as it is just ano¬ 
ther purl of the uvciall 
ambience. 

But while the compan¬ 
ies claim to be totally 
altruistic in their inten¬ 
tion to promote an. there 
can be iinlc doubt that 
there is an indirect spm* 
off in lemis of publicity 
^ and goodwill, "Nobody 
< IS here for charily. And 
i these compan}e.s that talk 
of an for art's sake are 
ceriatnly as commercial¬ 
ly minded as anyone 
else" says the owner of 
one commercial an 
gallery. 

But for young urtisls 
who might not be able to 
afford enher (he gallery 
charges <h ih*i high com¬ 
mission rales, the advent 
of non-commercial galle¬ 
ries could he a boon 
indeed. • 
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Romancing the wood 


An exhibition of wood engravings leaves a lasting impression 



I I was a mi linen lot avkonin^ for con¬ 
noisseurs rind iul'lovers alike. As 
Out of rhe W^HxJ, an cxhibiiion of 
British wcHxJmis and wood engravings. 

-1naredimo life anhc Cen¬ 
tre of (mcmalional Modem An (C'lMAi 
gttlicry, the astonishing legacy iif Tho¬ 
mas Bewick, the I1rst British master itl 
wiHHJ engraving, etched itself deeply on 
the miniU of ihe sniall hut appreciative 
gathering 

Some oi the artists arc 
cenainJy better known 
for their work in other 
media, Kenry VfcKia*. for 
example His Fiiiures. 

SculpiNrt'x IS thus more 
of academic interest. 

Knsed between real¬ 
ism and ahstritclion. it 
: exemplifies his inherent 
I style: the hollowing-oul 
^ of the human form in an 
dfort to make space as 
incaningful us mass 
A powerful engraving 
on display was TNimas 
.Si urge Moiire’s Pan o* 
iin hliind liven in its 
severe classicism il is 
remimsceni ol the piviry ot the .Symbo¬ 
lists The image of Pan. ptnsed amidst 
motion suggests a sirungs' synthesis. But 
il remains a disturbing work in iisev^K'a- 
liott of the saturnine gravity (»r the 
Arcadian god. 

It Is in this context (hat ihc words of 
Pantivsfi Sen, in bis iniaiducloTy lecture 
on the exhibition, assume signiflcurKc: 
'When (he tool, the creative miikd and 
the hand work m unison, the result is 
etimpcJling and mspia^s awe and won¬ 
der* — something that is true of mosiol 
the engravings on display. 

ISpiiomi.sing this uni.s^m was perhaps 
I:nc CiilTs t've In tls chiselled contours 
erotic imagery is given a new dlinen- 
sioTt The sinuous grace eintKxlled in the 
engraving reflects u suppleness that is 
tK> 1 h aesthetic and sensual 
fienmde Hciiik's* iJm/criurrenis is, 
however, oi the sun call sue tradiliun. 
The deeply psychological implication 
of the cog rav i ng n lak cs one w«inder as to 
what goes on at the deepest leveK of 


human consciousness. 

Surrealism, however, is hut a facet of 
the iwolilic i.'ilent thal shaped the revival 
of this unpretentious means <i 1 * anisue 
expression CTiarksF TonnKliffe s Hie 
Sluffthfrn Butt is an expression uf his 
naturalistk genius The .suggestion of 
hnitc siicngih cuoccaled within the 
brawny shoulders of the beast speaks of 


CtnrittTHMffe's Tim 
StorCAon W(abovi| and Eric 

Mdmal lid itoreil 


(he onisi's understanding of kinesis 
even in stasis. 

Representing the most extraordinary 
piece of crafisnuirship was, however, 
John Plait's Tm* Mimkexs. The print, 
made by the perfect uligninerx of separa¬ 
te Mocks each bcanng its separulc 
colour is remarkable in its tonal varia¬ 
tions and the impeccable prevision that 
have gone into the creation ofbjlon- 
ee and the ]Vi lection of 
form ,ind piKiiin*, 

rhis sense of iMlanix* 
has been taken to a cli¬ 
max in Blair Huglu's- 
.Stanton's Thf Miahis 
Angi-/ Sublimity charac¬ 
terises I he eiigiasing a.s 
the fuiit of a colossal 
power jpixMrs to hurst 
forth Iroiii wiihiii its I 
Jepllio The el feet is 
lifcaihtakiiig 

1 be vivioiiotilie suivi • 

I Kill 11,11 has, however, 
Kvii Used to telling el feel 
by David Jours m his 
JcMgijving, Ewnwoti . 
with Its all emompassing 
vision ol human destiny. 
While the artist's intense* spiiiiuid let- 
vour IS evident m the work, the ten si on 
and themaiu unity in the engraving 
wrest uiiention 

In the* final unulysis, the exhibition 
presented jointly by the Hniish Council 
and C'lMA. will remain an abiding 
prtHil of the evx|Uisiie crallsm.insliip uf 
ail ihosc anisis who have Ich behind in 
these weirks ilic siumpol their *^cniu.s. In 
(he universality ot iheioc and stmciurc. 
they transcend geographical hairicrs. 
Wearerciniiulcdofourown Indian arti¬ 
sts. men like T'akirchandru Dey and Kar¬ 
en Da.s, who. too. have led their indeli¬ 
ble imprinis on the annals )>f w<mhI car¬ 
ving. creating poetry out ol image. As 
Paiiu»sh St/i himself pot ». 'the essence 
of wixid carving is in (he exmnechon of 
word and image*, a fusnin (hat all art 
strives liH . In Ihe privcss, a highly diffi¬ 
cult locdium <d artistic expression has 
been made lo look consummately 
simple. • 
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TV REVIEW 


SHU8HfU GUPTA 

A mou mfiil week 

A death, a lively discussion and not much else on Doordarshan 


0 Cidni U\ Singh*» 
deuih plunged Door* 
darshan into deep 
mourning. a> 'i% iH 
worn when leaders, 
past end present, shuf- 
tle the if monel enil. 
Consequently we gut what we get when 
the neiwurk is in ihix state: clusstcal 
music, of all faith and persuasion, and 
sfwhod kirtonx, and hhajum 
It also gave us u chance to examine 
this htisiness of stale rruHiming and 
Ihing.s considered appnipnate to ii. 
Why are our classical greats (in this 
instance, h Kishon, 

Amonkai ami u HalamU'V 
rail Krishna, among f 
luhcrs) Lunsidcred righl^ 

J or I he <iccasion '? Have 
they ever been asked how' 
they feel when the 
moment a VIP dies, ilxy 
are put I'm ^ It has hcei>mc 
such, (hat il' you calch 
long periods of classical 
miiriiings, you know 
something Is wrong, even 
It you've missed the 
news. Why didn't the 
interview wiih Tail 
Singh, which went on 
prime tinie a full two 
days after his death, play 
right iitler the announce¬ 
ment had Keen made? It's 
not as if there wasn't any 
uliming. The former Pre¬ 
sident had been lying in 
hospital in a criiicaJ con¬ 
dition, and towards the 
end, 11 had been clear that he was sin- 
king, according to Doordarshan's own 
bulletins. 

A truly prorcsMonal hit>adcastcr 
would have been ready with an ohmiary 
imriKdiaiely after the official machirK- 
ry declared him dead Even the ritual 
eulogies and fond reminiscences from 
promireni public figures, and politicia¬ 
ns of various hues, which Doordarshan 
specialises in, begun much later. And a 
live discussion with Punjab chief mini¬ 
ster Beam Singh, and another long-time 


associate of the Ciani took even longer. 

While all this was being telecast on 
DD 1. Ihc Metro Channel was beaming 
live a cricket match. Is cricket suddenly 
been given the stilus of a doleful acti¬ 
vity, or docs Metro m»c need to rmnim if 
DD 1 is doing it? By Thursday, {four 
days after his death), Metro was fully 
revived, with all its soaps and sit<oms 
in place, while DD I was showing at 
9.30 pin the same eveni ng, an cnl ighien- 
ing divumeniary eniiiM Vidva^ifar 
Sf/u. Wrwj^Wv'i SfrMut Bridge. A 
Womier. 

Meanwhile, the Karan Thapar* 


anchored FvrHirwM last week hud a 
lively exchange of vkws between Murli 
Manohar Joshi, Pranah Mukhcijce. 
Indrajit Gupta and Chandra Shekhar. 
Thr talks ranged from the present crisis 
in the Congress after Arjun Singh's 
resignation, to the fuiurc of the parties 
the four gentlemen represented 
The 6JP will win Ciujarai and Maha- 
rashira (stale Assembly clcviions), 
declared a confident Joshi. So whui, 
riposted Gupu? Winning state elections 
has nothing to do with doing better 


naiumally. 

Chandra Shekhar was impressive, as 
he usually is. in a gathering of this kind. 
He told off Joshi, saying doesn't dis > 
li ke I he R JP. but i u pol icie x whi ch di scri- 
minaie against people on the basisof reli¬ 
gion. Joshi ducked this one hut 
came out strongly on other issuer. He ix 
still good to watch as he is clear and for¬ 
ceful. hut he used to be decidedly belter 
in the past. Mukhcriee may have had 
the last word, literally, saying 1995 
would be a giKid year for the country 
and the Congress. 

Whai IS depressing is (he way the 


8HC coni miles lo inis-spcM the name*, 
of people It features in its bulletins. In 
its India scciiofi of the World Review, 
while focussing on the country's econo¬ 
mic prospects, it showed Mannic^n 
Singh addressing a meet The BBC had 
him down as Vanmohan Singh, 

What iixA the sting out uf this, and 
other sad sights of the week, was Sophi- 
ya on ('hannel V, decked out in white 
fur with red edging, and a red hat wiih a 
huge pompom T'he only thing missing 
was a sledge. at>d ihc reindeer. • 





The Karan 
Thapar- 
anchored 
Eyewitness 
had a lively 
exchange of 
views between 
Murli Manohar 
Joshi, Pranab 
Mukherjee, 
Indrajit Gupta 
and Chandra 
Shekhar 
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It is rime the government redefined the role of 
the navy in the post-Cold War era 


I n j welcome displjy of candour, 
(he navaJ chiel, Admind V.p. 
Shckhuwat. chose (he Navy Day 
(4 December) lo Hn: a shot across 
(he bow»t. He indicated defieienc' 
\ts in the naval inventory, wans on the 
ageing Heel and empty shipyard order 
books. Bui he failed to point out the 
risks and dangers to our mahlime inter¬ 
ests from these shonfalls. Two years 
ago, the udniirul in charge of the Maza- 
gaon shipyards hod ;ippealed tn the 
Prime Minister for funds u> resuscitate 
his idle shipyard, but who cares? 

*nH; Prime Minister docs not appear 
(0 Icsicn to himself as Ihc defence mini* 
sier. On August, Ik* suiJ that nmional 
security is his govemniem's No. I cun* 
corn Twice he ha> slated that the propo¬ 
sal lor A National Security Council 
tNSCi is being examined. 

Bui like the NSC. do^cns of reports 
and proposals are gaihimng dust 
in bureaucratic closets. 

Reason: there is no full-ti¬ 
me expert body lo give 
non-partisan advice to 
the government on mat¬ 
ters of defence and naiion- 
aJ security. In short, there 
is no dcci''.ion-making In 
the absence of operation¬ 
al directives from the 
govern mem, (be respec¬ 
tive chiefs of (he aimed 
forces do lip-reading. 

Take the PM's ouibursi 
on 15 August that the unfi* 
nished agenda for India is 
retaking Pakistan- 
Occupied Kashmir. Rare¬ 
ly before has any chief 


executive of the couniiy articulated in 
peacetime a war design. This immediate¬ 
ly set (he cat among ihc pigeons as gene¬ 
rals and air manduds went into retires 
in Chandigarh and Lucknow. 

Hut the admirals were left out. Land¬ 
lubbers have always vgued that in any 
wta against our adversaries, the navy 
will have no influence on (he outcome 
of (he air-land haitk. This was certainly 
the ciLsc of the vhun wars of l%5 and 
IV7I, Except for the nuisance bombing 
of Karachi ha^iur. the Mockade of 
East Pakistan and the bombing of Chitta¬ 
gong hiiibour in 1971. the navy's role 
WU.S minimal. 

The Muhans ai»d Gorchkovs of ihe 
navy say that the mival fimc is an instni- 
mem of low-risk, low-cost diphmucy 
anddclcrrciKc. Unlike the uthcr two ser¬ 
vices the navy is less "threat configu- 
red" and more a vehicle of power projec¬ 
tion. Its olTcnsive and defensive edge 
Pa t n oh i g te 


stems from its blue-and-brown water 
capabilities, which enahlc.<i( to perform 
the classic mic of protecting the 
country’s maritime interests like the 
exclusive ecunomk /one, shipping 
lanes and island territories of Lakshad¬ 
weep and A ndatnan and N icohnr I s lands. 

C^r sea-based sucurily arc encompus* 
ses the iwo island lerriioncs of Lakshad¬ 
weep and Andamans ;tnd Nicobar 
Islands, Sri Lanka and Maldives. It was 
for (his rea.son iliat in I9k.^. a naval task 
force for Mnimtian waters wu) called 
off at the elev cm h hour. 

T he histwy of the Indi¬ 
an Navy—the succes¬ 
sor to the Royal Navy 
(hat ruled the waves — j s 
one of mixed fortunes. 
Driven by a coniinenial 
strategy, (be naval war 
horse was relegated to the 
number three po.sition 
after the army and the air 
force. Not only has the 
defence budget been 
declining in Ihe last 
decade, the navy’s share 
in it has shrivelled. Hey¬ 
days were in 19S8. when 
thiough a nut consensus 
among (he chiefs of sufT. 
(he army and air force 
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TiMikkIMof 
Mval hardware is 
long. RaM »fid 
reptacoMfit art 
nowhere In s^ht 
Andehipe, 
submarines and 
aircraft boi^ht 
from the erstwhile 
Soviet Union in the 
Eighties are HMy 
to be hit by 
shortages of spares 
soon 


vuluniunly reduced (heir ulUk'jiums to 
hiU* tlw huvmI sh;irc lo An jlUliriK hi)^ 
i>f 10 per vent. A hluc*wuicr na\y Nviih 
imppiiigs o^ d nHKicni Dcct ctmsisling 
ol strategic suhiniinnes. sea c:ontn>l and 
M:a Jcnial shipv. orfstxve vevseK. a 
hrigiidc'Si/cd sea lift e.ipuhility and 
logiMtCN iind uuimng ships wm in the 
otTing. 

by the year 20(X), the navy wilt have 
bcciHite a force ot* some 2<)0 sh;pv, 300 
jircrafl and 1.20,1XXI men. with 50 per 
cciu ships and aircraft being indige¬ 
nous. The price iJg on (hese expansion 
plans at 1985 prkes was esiimaicd to he 
Rs .^2.000 crorc. More than half ihe 
navy's manpower isdvilmn. 

In I9K9, TiiHf magayine K>rpcdocd 
the navy'v amhiiious expansion plans 
by putting the aiftTafi carrier. INS Vik- 
rani, on its cover Australia. Indonesbi 
and Thailand now c;ix:sti<xied the Indi¬ 
an Navy's rule. At (be same lime, the 
resourers crunch hit the naval budget as 
il L'dinc ua.shmg down fmm 19 percent 
in 1988 to 13.8 percent in 1989 and has 
sealed at 11.4 per cent in 1994, 

While military intentions can change 
fast, capabilities, especially naval 
fleets, develop at a much slower pace. 
The sick H<t of naval hardware is long. 
Relief and replacement are nowhere on 
(he scene. Ships. submaKnes and air¬ 


craft bought from ihc erstwhik Soviet 
linuv) in the Eighties are hkcly to be hit 
hy shoiTagcs of spues at the time ol* 
relii. No decision has been token on 
rcploccmeni for the nircrafi carrier, upda¬ 
te of Harrier aircraft ihe Advanced Tech¬ 
nology Vessd ta nuckar-powca'd sub' 
murine). cimvcniHtnal submonnev. air 
defence plal forms and '^a lift 
lapahiJities. 

It is time the government redefined 
Ihc rok of the navy m (he posl-Cold 
War era. The Sovws Navy hv i|uielly 
Icf 1 the Indian Ocean Area (lOA). Maun- 
lius has reilcraied its claim over Diego 
Garcia, leased out by. the British to the 
USA. A delegation from Mauridus was 
allowed 10 visit the naval base there for 
ihe firsi lime this year, 

T wo Ollier receni developments need 
to be noted. Frst, the interception by 
naval coa.st guards of armed Chinese 
liawim in Ihe Bay of Bengal and 

iiKrcaacd Chinc.se naval activity in 

Myanmar's coastal waters. In the past 
Ibm have been reports of Chinese 
nuclear submarines snooping in the Bay 
of Bengal. Second, the confronlaiion. 
Ia.sl mood), between the US aircrafi car¬ 
rier. Kitty Hawk, and a Chinese Xia- 
ctas,s nuckar subnunne in the Yellow 
Sea. 


The Chinese maritime'faterei^ id gw 
lOA is an unquenched goal. Wlth^lidr 
break-up of the Soviet Union, this amhi- 
(ion has got a fillip. So also, their plan to 
build aircrafi carrien. The nuckar sub¬ 
marine is the obvious sea-based Mrure- 
gic deterrent of (he next century. 

*n>e latest dimension to the sca-based 
security matrix is Pakistan's aquisiiion 
of three Agosia 90 B subinarincs friHii 
France. TheUSSI bill ion package inclu¬ 
des the 5M 39 Exocet missile, whieh 
makes the submarine well nigh invulne¬ 
rable. The vessel propulsion system 
allows it to stay under wmer for 20 days 
a.s compared to five days for normal 
diesel-powered submarines. 

Which brings us back to the need lor 
a rc view of man i ime threats and t upab>- 
hiiex cast within a reaJisiie resource allo¬ 
cation. The government must act 
because indecision, especially in dekn- 
ce. is worse ihun an imperfect decision. 
The tie-up between western naval com¬ 
mand and south-west air command over 
land-based maritiirve air suppon and 
c>lher issues are hanging lire and they 
mpiirc immcdtaie resolution. 

Modernisation, relit and rcplnccmcnt 
of the Heel is the bottomlinc rcquirc- 
meni. A credible sea lift arid sea denial 
capability to sanitise the security arci 
defend die islands and apply mifiuiry for¬ 
ce over sea in oinjunclitin with land 
offensives against coniiguous icrntor- 
irs is next. Assisting friendly couiitric.s 
outside the security am, coercive diplo- 
mai'y and piwcr projection can murk 
time. 

Naval sea dogs never tire of taking 
one back into hiMMy. On 3 February, 
1988. during the induction of the Soviet 
nuclear-powered submarine, INS Chak¬ 
ra, they pointed out to Ihe Prime Mini¬ 
ster (hat 'two lessons are apparent. One 
IS that the defence of India requires 
undisputed ma.stery over the 
approaches to the country by sea. 
Second is that those who have conquer¬ 
ed India by land routes were eventually 
absorbed and assimilaied into our 
society. Those who conquered us from 
sea ruled as alien masiers...' 

The navy will need to modcraie this 
postulate to match the resources crunch 
and the 5^ realities. • 


<rs* MTw NU a erww «Acr A* 

•M t tf n* CW*rv» S9ffot 

rm Omtt 


•UHOAT*. »9M 


I 

CHEATING SCHISMS! A ^*u/t Singh engenders divisions in th^ pony 

Fannin g factkMial feuds 

With Arjun Singh *5 resignation, groupism in the state Congress 
has resurfaced 



MADHYA 

PRADESH 


ConiresN heavy¬ 
weight Aijun Singh'« 
resignalion fmn the 
Union C^inet and his 
aiiack on the Con¬ 
gress president, P.V, 
Narasimha Rao, has 
evoked a mixed res¬ 
ponse in the party's 
Madhya Pradesh unit Although Aijuji 
S ingh * s Kti on i s unlikely to split (he par¬ 
ty. groupism within the state unit has 
cenainly come to the fore. The intra¬ 
party factionalism, may in fact, adverse¬ 
ly affoct the party * s prospects i n the com¬ 
ing Lok Sabha elections. 

Chief minister Ehgvijay Singh's initi¬ 
al reaction to Aijun Sink's resignalion 
was that it would i n no way hami the par* 
ly's image However, the very ncxl day. 
on 35 iSecember Digvijay Singh said 
that (he Congress shculd utilise the Ud- 
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eni and experience of Aijun Singh in the 
party organisation. The chief minister 
was in agreement with Aijun Siigh on 
issues raised in his resignation Ictier, but 
fell that the former human resources 
development manager should have first 
discussed Ihe matter with the Prime 
Minister, before talking to the ^ss. Dig¬ 
vijay also observed that Atjun Singh's 
resignation wus unfortunate and also 
untimely. 

Digvijay Singh used to be a known 
Arjun Singh-loyalist. But during the Iasi 
few mcHiths, he has succeeded in carving 
a niche for himself in the Prime Mini, 
ster's bandwagon by joining hands with 
Unkm minister Kam^ Nath. 

Other Arjun Singh proteges in the 
stateSarto Gummukh Singh. MLA. 
Rajkamal Sighania, a leading industrial- 
isi — have said (bat Aijun Singh's 
resignation should be taken seriously 


IfT 


’8 












TIC GHOST COMES CALUNG: O P. ChuuUiUi 


and izfutei raised in it be thoroMghly <liS' 
cussed since these were basic issues for 
(he Congress. EvidenUy. Aijun Singh 
s(Ul enjoys their unqualified support bui 
(hey have also been careful not to make 
any critical siaiements againsi Narasim- 
ha Rao. 

PredicUhly. three prominent leaden 
of the V.C. and SC. ShukU group, 
known for (heir hostility towards Arjun 
Singh, have charged him with trying to 
weaken the Congress. Shyama Charan 
Shukia, former chief minister, <^d that 
At^un Singh might have bad a hunch 
that he would be dropped during the 
next Cabinet reshuffle and therefore 
chose to resign before he cou id be axed. 

Shukia said the country today needed 
to be united. He said asking (he Prime 
M in i ster to apoiogise to the M us) im$ for 
demolition of the Babri n>osque might 
only create misunderstandings. It is the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BiP) and the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) who 
should tender an apology fordemolilion 
of the disputed structure, he felt. Shukia 
was confident that Arjun Singh's action 
would not affect the Congress and that 
there was no question of any split in the 
party. Commenting on Sonia Gandhi's 
role. Shyamu Charan Shukia said ihut 
she was not Interested in making a foray 
into the political arena. 

Union miniucr V.C. Shukia said (hat 
Arjun Singh's resignation was "a maiici* 
ous act directed uiwards undoing the 
Congress '. He described the resignation 
letter as full of frustration and utter 
disappoinimcni. 

Paras Ram Bhardwaj, president of 
MP Pradesh Congress Commiliec 
(PCC), uid Arjun Singh's resignation 
" was a wel I 'pl anned conspiracy to w eak* 
en the Congress". The PCC president 
said that in MP, the Congress stood 
behind the Pnme Minister, 

The Opposuion has its own stand. 
Puru^oiiam Kaushik. former general 
secretary. Janaia Dal. said that Aijun 
Singh's resignation was doubtless a par* 
ty issue. Bui issues raised in his resigna¬ 
tion letter were public issues and if 
Arjun Singh was really sincere, he 
should oppose ihe Issues more eonspi* 
cuously. Kau^ik said that Atjun Singh 
should realise that he would not be accept 
led as leader of the Opposition but 
would have to struggle as art ordinary 
pany'Worker.The coming months are 
therefore likely to sen a realignment 
within the MP unit of (he Congress • 


The past catches up' 


The Saikia Commission indicts Chautala overd • 
political murder in 1990 




The name Om Pra- 
kish Chautala and 
controversy go hand 
in hand. Recently, the 
former Haryana chief 
minister was pulled 
up by (he Justice K.N. 
Siukia ComnUMUon 
for his involvement in 
(he carnage M the infamous Meham 
Assembly by-election in May 1990. The 
Commission has indicied Chautala for 
the killing of Amir Singh, who wasoppo* 
sing him in the by-eketionv "The 
actions of and the circumstances around 
Chautala and his men resulted in the 
death of Shri Amir Singh during the fate* 
ful night" o( 16 May. 1990. the report 
says. 

The one-man inquiry comisskin. has 
clearly stated that the deceased Amir 
Singh was 'last seen with Om Prakash 
Chautala's son Ajay Singh Chauiala” at 
Canal rcsl house in Rohiak .Amir Singh, 
who used (o be a siaundi Mipporier of 
Chautala. was contcsiing (he elections 
as an independent. Om Prakash Chau* 
lala was contesting on his party tkkci 
while Anand Sin^ Dangi was the 


Coogros-backed independent Candida* 
le. Amir Singh was meant to be the cove¬ 
ring candidate for Chautala in the 
Meham elections. The Commission has 
concluded that Om P^ash Chautala 
wanted the by-electimi to be counter¬ 
manded and that Amir Singh's death 
'fulfilled hi ^wish^ 

Om Praka^h Chautala and Ajay Singh 
Qitutala did not appear before iIk Com¬ 
mission despite repealed reminders. 

The report confirms the view that 
there was organised violence before the 
elections. Singh's murder was a politi¬ 
cal one and that at least, the former chief 
minister and his supporters were aware 

of- 

The findings say that Amir Singh was 
Iasi seen in the company of Ajay Singh 
Chautala ai the Canal rest hwse in 
Rohiak where at around midnight Amir 
Singh told his personal security officer 
Shcr Singh to go away as he had to go 
MxrKwhere with Ajay Singh. 

The next morning, on 16 May. Amir 
Singh's body was found near the Mun- 
dhal bypass on the borders of Bhiwani 
distrkt. iusbcc Saikia has pointed out 
(hat (be chief minister had organised a 
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vehicle for Amir Singh'> clectiooccnng 
only uplo 16 May and not beyond (hai 
dale. 

The Comnussion also noted that the 
chief mini filer wa^ safely cuniesiing two 
by^eleciionfi. Apart from Mehum, be 
was also contesting from Darbha Kalan, 
"There was nothing in evidence to jusli' 
fy (he decision lo allot only one personal 
secuniy guard loeach contesting candid¬ 
ate during May hy*elcciic>nfi in Meham 
and that, \oo. from 15 May, However, 
the number of fiuch personal security 
guards to each candidate at Darbha 
Kalan was 15. " 

“This facilitated the annihilation of 
the contesting candidates. No special 
reason forthifi differential treatment was 


INDICTED 


TlwoM*mi Mquky 
commlttlon hoMt Chavtali 
guitty of obottlng • mordof 

Tho probo Miwllm 
oionofoM tba polfct 
offlelilo 

Haryana chlaf ailalslar 
BhtjaH Lai hao alraady 
doeWotf to tiki aciloa oa Iho 
probo panari flndlago 


put forward toCommission," it ohserved. 

The Commission has said that its task 
w a s not to I rack Jtnvn the k il Icrs of Ami r 
Singh but to trace the circumstances that 
led to his death. The Central Bureau of 
Invcfitlgaliun ICBI) is also looking into 
the ca.se, trying to hunt down the kilim 
of Amir Singh. 

Haryana chief minister Bhajan Lai, 
arch rival of Chaunla, announced that if 
the CBI did not take action against the 
culprits within one week, he could act on 
the basis of the Saikia report and get the 
culprits arrested. Bhajan Lai has also 
rewarded Tomar by revoking his .suspen- 
fiioc after his deposition before (he 
Commission. 

All this mcansa big set'back for Chau* 

uiIj. wtu> hod just coitipleied a mmxcs.v 
fui Tractor Yatra across the state with 
the eKpres» desire of trying to '‘awaken" 
the people of Haryana against the Bha- 
jan regime. Chautala has already 
secured bail from (he Punjab and Harya* 
na High Court • 


Keeping out of harm’s way 

The trial of controversial Bangladeshi 

writer Taslima Nasreen will commence in absentia 


Femimsl writer Tasli¬ 
ma Na.sreen will noi 
return to Bangladesh 
10 face trial due to 
security reasons. Spea¬ 
king 10 SuNtMV, her 
—J lawyers and relatives 
BAlKiLADESH said (he tnal will go 
on in ahsentio, 

I The 32-ycar old conimvcrsial writer is 
now vlfiiiing European and Scadinavian 
countries at the invitaiion of diffcrvAi 
human rights and wri ters' groups. 

The adjoummem of her Dial, which 
finally began in the court of additional 
metropolitan magisiraie of Oakha on Id 
December, has given a breathing space 
for her lawyer Sara Hossein, daughter of 
internationally'lamed jurist and a for- 
I nxr Bangladnh foreign rrunister Kamal 
' Hossein. She will now flic an appeal to a 
High Court division bench for dropping 
the charges framed againsi her in the 
lower ccHin. She will file a petition (o the 
court in (hice week's lime, Taslima's 
lawyer told the magisinie. A.K.M. 
Kamaluddin. that she needed lime to 
I 'research' lo prepaa* the ground for her 
^)peal in (he higher c'oun. The judge 
. a^itled her prayer, 

^ Tiivlima's faihcr Rajab Ali said his 


family members are si ill under coo Siam 
(hreiii from the countty's fundamen- 
(aJiMs, “We expect a virtual lynching of 
my daughter if she ever comes back to 
attend the court pruceedings', he said. 
Ali disclosed ihai his wife and son get 
ghost t^^onecalls in Dhaka. But the femi- 
nisi whier made it clear that she would 
only return after she is convicted by the 
(rial court. 'At least 1 will not have any 
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fears for my life and I will go suaighi lo 
thejair, she $aid in aji interview puMish* 
edhere. 

Tulirru said if the government of 
Khaleda Zia gives her guarantee of secu¬ 
rity and safely even in jail, she will not 
hesitate to return to Bangladesh. "I will 
continue my fight until the last day of 
my life and I will never compr^isc 
with fundamentalUts. And I think that 
every writer has a duty to protest against 
injustice and insecurity, ignorance and 
buperstition *. she said in an interview 
published for the first time after she slip- 
ped out of Bangladesh last year with due 
permission from the court as well as the 
government. 


AWAY FROM HOME 


Tht Bangla govtriMNnt kn 
TmIIiu t0 ttty imy 
from thg counlry lo k#r o«o 
Iflttroft 


1 
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TMllma't Mbfr layo ttm 
lanlli stIM foilt thfMootd 
by the ftindameotailftt 

Even the Op|>osltlon is not lo 
fovour of TtsIlM't rttvni 


Both the ruling Bangladesh National* 
iM Party and the Oppcv.ition groups are 
not keen (hut Tavlimu should return at 
the present stage ol'political turmoil in 
Bangladesh. A senior minister and close 
aide of Prime Minister Khaleda Zia told 
Sunday in clear terms that in the interest 
of her security, she must not come back 
Inrni self-exile. ”Our police personnel 
had a Uiugh time indciding w iihihc sUua- 
tiun . >ing out of her remarks.* he said. 

*ji 11 ho o(lK!r luinJ, ilic Opposition par* 
tics led hy Sheikh Hasinu Wazed ate too 
not ready to welcome Taslima. "Wc are 
engaged in a movement against the 
government and she harmed to a great 
e xicnt our agitat ion for a neutral and non • 
partisan caretaker govemmeni." said a 
senior leader of the Awami League. In 
fact, the rumJanienialisis m Bangladesh 
alMi lost a cause to agnate ugamsi foUosv* 
irtg Taslima‘s exit I’rom the country, • 


Bullied into submission 


The Janata Dal government decides to obey 
Seshan's code. But it may mar its poll prospects 





' ... The cver-dcfiani chief 

minister Biju Patnaik 
has fmaUy. bowed to 
pressure. He gave in 
to the chief election 
conunisstqner (CEC) 
I_I T.N. Seshaj)*! 

ORISSA demand of abidinK bv 
the model code of 
conduct In connection with the 
forthcoming state Assembly elections. 
The state goes to the polls on 9 and 12 
Fdiniafy. The chief minister, who is 
also the stale Janau Dal supremi>. 
announced his decision to adhere Ui the 
stipulated code of corKhici with effect 
from 19 December. Under the code, no 
minister would he using government 
vehicles, including the stale aircrafts, 
for touring outside the state c^ul city 
and performing ceremonies of hhutmti 
fHijo. foundation stone laying nr 
inauguration of projects. 

The chief minister himNClf has set an 
example with cancelling his (mgramcne 


rally for Patnaik's meeting with an eye 
on the elections. 

His energy minister, Kalindi Churan 
Behera. was flatly refused permission 
by (he disthci collector Venugopal 
Sharma. when (he minister wanted to 
land at the Jhanuguda airstrip, on ■ state 
plane on 17 December. Behera. 
accompanied by l^s depanmcnial 
officials, was on his way to the plant site 
to oversee the atrangemenis for the chief 
minisier's public meeting. The energy 
minister was forced lo land at Ihe 
Jamadarpali iiirslrip near Sambalpur 
from where he hired privaic cars to 
proceed u> the plant site. 

Hiuvhikesh Panda, disirici collector 
of Gajapati district, has also deHcd the 
Patnaik goveniment while 
implementing the code of conduct by 
siding with Seshan. The eleciion 
commission had asked the govemmeni 
to observe the code from S December, 
(he dale on which ihe poll schedule was 
announced. Bui Patnaik, eager lo push 



mnNG MS MATCH! Orisio CM BOu 
of inauguniion ul the Ih thermal power 
project in Jharsuguda districi on 20 
De^mber. Large advenisemenis 
carrying (he chief minister's pictures 
were already inserted in local 
newspapers, announcing the elaborate 
inauguration programme. Severn lakhs 
of rupees went into organising a big 


PatTtaik 

through a series of on eleciion eve. 
decided that (he code should be 
applicable only from the date of issue of 
noiification uf (he poll, which, in 
Onssu's case, is 10 January. The chief 
mrnisier quoted an inienm order issued 
by the Andhra Pradesh High Court, 
ruling that the code was applicable afici 
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the is$(M of nocjficition for the polls. 

Patnaik's defence lost ics sting »hen 
on 19 December the Andhra peritioner 
withdrew his case. Moreover. Patnaik 
and his Dal followers were already 
apprehensive that Seshan may well 
cancel the polls altogether. This is 
because the Dal government had failed 



mimmtNOmCECT.N.Seihan 
to come up with a surisfaci^ | 
explanation to the cteciion ! 
commission's repeated quenes on what 
it was that they had againsl the model 
code. j 

In the event of cancellation of ihe 1 
polls, the Patnaik government wdt be 
out of power sight hy the lime polls are 
Kheduled all over again as its term 
expires in early March In such an event 
President's Rule would have been 
inevitable. And the Jaruiia Dal would 
have lust the obvious advantages of 
fighting the elections whde m power. 

Patnask's subsianttal package of 
pre-poU benelits dished out to ditTercni 
categories of voten ^ uiicmpluycd 
youths, farmers, women aj>d tHher 
backward classes ^ would become 
largely ineffectual should the model 
code come into efTect And the 
Oppu&ition would try to take advantage 
of (he situation, arguing that Putnaik 
was never sincere in implcmcnling 
welfare measures for the pcof^c artd 
only sought to hoodwink (hem before 
the elections to boost his poll prospects. 
The Opposition's campaign would be 
further butressed by the fact that while 
^ promised «op» an likely to cski more 
than Rs 200 crore a year, (he state 
exchequer is almost empty And the 
govemmcni has had to slash its annual 
plan outlay drasticoJIy, for precisely (hai 
reason. • 



The ransom industry 


Kidnapping top officials for money becomes a 
booming business in the state 


With political 
vneenaimy prevailing 
in (he state, miliUots 
in Manipur ue increa* 
singly resorting to kid* 
napping top-ranbng 
government officials 
MANIPUR and hokli ng them for a 

nuisom. Underground 
outfits openting in this border sute are 
nuking a living out of extonions, loot* 
iftg and robbery. And abducting top ofTi* 
cials has proved to be an eiu»y way (o 
make a fast buck The grow ingphenume* 
non has unleashed a fear*psyctto\is m 
the olfKiai circles. 

The latest victim of the abductions is 
Yamhcm Pishak Singh, the managing 
director of Manipur Plamation Crops 
CorporatHm. Acdvistsofthe Kuki Natio¬ 
nal Hront (KNR kidnapped bingh fnim 
his office at Jinham Tea hme border* 
ing Assam, on 14 December The inci* 
deni took place on the very day Rishiuig 



Increasing tribe 

A vigilant t 2 n/i-poac/im; squad ensures that the 
number of rhinos goes up in Kaztranga 


T iie fliunber of rhinos in Assam's 
Kaarittga Naioaal Park — 
hone 10 the priaed species — bu 
gone op cottsrdenUy over the put 
ooe yev. de^Hte rampant poach^. 
The rhitxi popubbon has shot vf to 
1,300 in IW as tgutua die 1993 
dgure of 1.100. acarding 10 the park 
ofricials. 


Thanks to Ov eflons of m ever* 
vigilan squad, the number of rhinoi 
killed by imi year 

down sign^candy. In 1993, c o nsi d e r 
red one of the wont yens. 39 ftunoa 
were slaughtered by poKbers but in 
1994 the has cortm down to 

10, according to SSL Sen, Ow doec* 
tor of the Nsiaiul Park. The Park's 
anti-poachmi squad bUed 12 
poadKit in 1994. msiicani eonamva* 


tor of torest D.D, Gogoi told 
SUMIAV. 

The poachers IqD the chinos for its 
prixed bom believed co have apbrodi* 
stac and medicinaJ valuea. These 
horns art known to fetch Rx 6ve to 
six hkbs in the local market. A matu¬ 
re bom weighs between 500 gms to 2 
kg^ They are mosdy smuggled to 
Taiwan and some parts of China 
where tbe iogredients are used in pre* 
paring exotic medlciiKS. 

Acconfing to the forest ^Hcials, 
die poaeban come moMly foom 

oagbbouring Anmachai Prade^ 
Kagi^aAd aod Kaibi Anglorig dhsrict 
of Assam. They use dutc methods to 
tall the ihinoi. The rhinos are dtber 
lunoeddowD.orelectrocutadoftrap* 
pod in pits be^ being buebrnd. 

Tba poachom. after snaakiag into 
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Keishing ijssumed oHice u chief 
minister. 

TV kidnappers demanded Rs 
500.000 for releai^e of S ingh. Accor- 

RAYINQ THE PRICE: MUiuni^ 

arnsttdfor kidnapping 

»jO«NSkM» 
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ding to reliable sources, a sum of Rs 
200.000 was paid (o (he abductors and 
Singh wan released cm (he night of 19 
December. However, the police cUsmed 
(hai (hey had rescued (he ofTKial frxn a 
Kukj village in Jihbam. 

In a ^milar incident, (he managing 
director of (he SiaicTnbal Development 
CorpunHKm. A.K. Shriva.siava. was also 
abducted by ihc militants for u ransom 
In moM such cases ihe police try lo 
cover up (he kidnappmgs Apart from 
government iifHcials. (mxnincnt bui<i* 
ncsvmen and ihcir rel<uivc> arc alv» the 
kidnappers' Cuviiunic targets. 
OhvHiusly. (he ultras arc taking a cue 
from (he vtivists of the banned United 
Liheraiinn hroni of Assam <ULI^A) — 
experts in ihc business of kidnapping 
lop-ranking exccuuvcN 
Top officials in Manipur are now fear* 
ing that other insurgent outfits may fol* 
low in the fixitsteps of the KNK and 
icson to a kidnapping spree . ~Any one 
ol the underground organixiUHHis may 
kidnap us any time and demand a huge 
sum fur rekasu. We are not feeling secu* 
re and always face a threat', says a to|v 
nuiking official. And that (heir fear was 
not unfounded, was evident when (he 
Kuki militants abducted Sm^ 


Besides, it is now an open secret that 
almost all statak|md central government 
offices here arsppljiing monthly "dona* 
(ions' to the tWas. TV TaOCXVodd 
government employeg.s are forced to 
pay a part of (heir monthly to the 
militants. TV amount*fangiiig from Rs 
50 to 200 each, is deducted<^^ i\mt of 
salary payment und handed fiftt KkjJie^. 
insurgemsoflafixcddaie. \ 

Meanwhile. Ihe state police are preten¬ 
ding to be ignorant of what is happenmg 
in the other departmcnis. TVy maintain 
thai there Is no orOvial repon of extor¬ 
tion of money from ihc employees as no 
such case hus been registered with the 
police. The truth is that the iifficials are 
too scared lo appriiach the police for fear 
of R*i al I Biion from the ult ms. 

F(V a handful of intrepid people who 
refuse to uikc this persecution lying 
daw n. life i s not easy. As a top exec uti ve 
of a major dcpanmcni in Imphal clari¬ 
fies. 'A lady doctor was abducted, her 
cor was burnt und she was threatened 
with death retently by Ihe insurgents 
because she refused to pay the morwy 
that was demanded. She also informed 
the police aK>ul (he demand. But noth¬ 
ing happened • 

Khulan f hokth9 m/lmptM 


the Nalioaal Pwk. stay Id (be juagkf 
for five (0 aix diyi brfort the open- 
don. Local maidenu. famUiar with 
(he park area, provide shelter (o (be 
poachen for hefty lumi of anoey 
and also act as gul^ durug the ope¬ 
ration. Genendly, a poectdng teon 
consists of Bve to seven roemben 


mdudidi a guide, sharp sboosm and 
canien. 

The infiltradoQ of BangbdeiMs 
ad (betf iHegal occupetion Uod Id 
the peril pa ri pbery added to the 
woes of tie riuDoe as the ifflinigmti 
also podcuptt in the Idlliog. The 
perk authofibes htve proposed to 
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extend the park area lor atgthm 
grater eatanl hridtat for the tttr'i' 
male and evict Bangladeriii lAdi? 
other c^labomors of poicVn. M 

The Aeiaa joveeuncct,. hv/J 
racemly formed an and-poaeMa^ 
squad compristag pobce 
craned booKiuirds ud.eiBiAopeee'^i 
of the foceetdeparaneru, Boted&iHi'^ 
difficult for the sqoad lo coaa 0 lhft;{j 
peac^ as they rae armed 
togMsdcilBd we^oae. The aiflfao^v< 
ies have also set tf SO camps 
rest parts of dse p«k aad a coelidd: '- 
room which is alw^s ia touch wM|l** • 
die dayHO-diy developnMf ih tba • < 
park. 

However. Gogt^ the office- .» 
in-diarge of the ani-poadung squad 
aid the strength d the staff was not . 
adequMe. He streased the need for 
nndenilsing (he squad. *tf the ' 
govenmeiH increases (he strtngtb of, 
the staff and arms it wHh moie 
sophisticated weapons the lives of 
the aoimals in the park would be bet¬ 
ter protected.*' * 


•UNCWT«-i«gn«<y im 


$3 










NEWS 



The Gandhian way 

Undertrial Naxalites resort to hunger strike to 
attract attention 


'"irn decades erf baill- 
S * 1 I iflg in the plains and 

' forests of Telengana. 

(he Naxalites of 

If Pradesh have 

resorted to the 
ANDHRA Gandhian path of 

PRADESH peaceful aj^itation. 

Over 200 Peoples' 

War Group (PWG) undenrials and 

Muslim prisoners charged of invdve* 
ment svuh (he Pakistani Inter Services 
Intelligence (ISI), lodged in over six cen¬ 
tral jaiU of the state, recently launched 
an indefinite hunger Mrike. They have 
putup54 demands including some politi¬ 
cal ones like kiOing the ban on the PWG. 
withdrawal of (he Terrorists and Disrup¬ 
tive Activities Act (TADA) and ending 
of 'fake encounters'. 

Though six top leaders of the Gunapa* 
thi faction of the PWG. who have hMn 
lodged in the jail for the last one year, 
have taken the initiative in leading the 
peaceful iigiiaiion. PWG founder Kon< 
dapalli Seeiharamaiah, who is also in the 
same jail has however, kept away from 
the hunger strike. 

Despite an earlier iinnouncemcnt by 
chief minister N.T. Rama Rao on the eve 
of the Assembly polls that the ban on the 
PWG would be lifted, the TDP govern¬ 
ment has maintained a guarded silence 
on (he issue so far. The jail aulhoriiies 
have i ntensi fied securi ty around (he jai I s. 

The hunger stnke after a good initial 
response, has lost its momentum with 
the number of prisoners on siri ke <lw I ndi - 
mg every day. "The objective is (o focus 
the issue on (he plight of political acti¬ 
vists." says K G. Karirt^iren. a promin¬ 
ent advocate of Hyderabad, though he 
does nor see eye to eye w ith i he PWG on 
its objective of u.sing violence against 
police and innocents. But (he exlre- 
mists* move and their fresh demand for 
treatment of underirials as ’political pri¬ 
soners' has given rise to another de^c 
on whether (he NaxaJiie movement is to 
be treated as a socio^ccmomic issue or a 
law and order proMetn. 

With the TDP coming back to power 
ond the Leri parties winning u large num¬ 
ber of scots in the Imt elections, rheextre- 
mists in (he state were hopeful of a 


change in (he govenuncM's approach 
towaMs (hem. TV previous Con^ssd) 
government it would be recalled, had 
addressed ihe extremists' problem in vil¬ 
lages of Telengana as a law and order 
issue. Nearly bOO miliianis were killed 
heiween 19^1994. though the bon on 
PWG and its six allied organisations 
came intoefTeci only in 1993. 

Reuciing lo the hunger sirike. (he ins¬ 
pector general of police (prisons). S.R. 
Sukumara says thtf the dq^meni was 
sciTcd of the mailer regarding expedil- 
ing trials and demands of facilities and 
food in the jails. Regarding TADA 


Demanding 

justice 

A victim of police atrocities 
and bureaucratic ire is 
determined to set the 
record straight 








STANDING APART: K. Sfethcramaiah 

cases, he ^aid nu.iy cases were reviewed 
and withdrawn on the basis of the 
recommendations of (he National 
Human Rights Commibsioo. "Many of 
the demands have to be poliiicully 
resolved, we strictly go by the manual 
and the disburscmcni of Tiiuukc.^ by the 

govern menu* he added. 

The TDP government has a record of 
being soft on (be Naxalites. By uirdenak- 
ing (he peaceful path of hunger strike, 
the uhras were apparently altempting to 
gam NTR's atteniion to (heir 
problems. • 


KARNATAKA 


yw;,'.'"*. 1 When police airocil- 
^' ia i* ies arc coupled with a 
f ' gfo**' misuse of power 
by the hurcaucrai.y. 

' ' most otten (he per- 

petrators go 

unpunished, 

KARNATAKA Bui Ami Colaco. u 
cofee grower from 
Thenginamane village in Chikmagalur 
district, is not one lo take it lying d<mn. 
Last year. Colaco was slapped with a 
dozen cases by the local police and jail¬ 
ed fordH days. Coliico, who suys he was 
victimised hy the uulhoritics. is now 
attempting to vindicate hiiuscll hy 
appealing u> human rights organisuiu>ns 
and filing ca^.'s against the otriciiils 
concerned. 

"(was not insuivwJ m any ofthc cases 
registered against me, and yet t was ille¬ 
gally del ai n^ u nder a non- hni lublc c h;ir • 
ge for 48 days." claims Coloco. "Lival 
officers such as (he deputy commissio¬ 
ner and the super! luendeni of p<‘»Ui‘c i 
foisted false coses .igainst me. I will not \ 
lake It lying down." I 

ForColaco in foci, more than hall tlw | 
battle has been won with the Karnataka 
High Couit having ruled in his favour a 
couple of nionths ago. The verdict clear¬ 
ly said OiImco's detention in the central 
jail was illegal. A technical discrepancy 


FOR H)S RIGHTS 


The eourt has ruled In the 
vIetliR’s favour la a case of 
bumoa rlehtsvlolatloa 

Tho pelfge and fhe cNll 
aaihorlHat had actod lo a 
hlgibhanM manaer U 
Impllcata Goiaco In falsa 
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in the a/resi procedure helped to lufn the 
case in CoIko’s favour. The police had 
detained him under whai is popularly 
known in the vtute a$ the 'goonda act' 
and the cou n ruled that the police had fai* 
led to provide the accused with the first 
information report (FIR) which would 
have helped him to defend himself. The 
court ruled that (here was no grourtd for 
the pol ice to detai n him under the act. 

AniFs brother. Sunil Colaco. claims 
ih«ii Anil had gin imo a quarrel with the 
MUihoritict a few years ago when he 
spearheaded a local youth organisation. 
I demanding a much^needed npuris 
stadium. ’ Anil appealed to the Mandul 
< punchayat and the ToskHthiri, to give 
; two acres for the playground so that the 
locals c<Hild develiip ihei/ inter¬ 
est in sports. But the politicians felt (hat 
they were being sidelined and so started 
hiinissing Anil," he says. 'They even 
li;id some pesiple physically attack him 
I twice." 

I The iiuihoniies siam hud the play¬ 
ground dug up. the foundation stone 
blown to hi I s and a smal I si age construct • 
ed for cultural ;ictivi(ies destroyed. 



neKTTNG msmKL Ann onato 


Neat, claims Sunil, the imlice slancd 
harassing Anil. 'Worv still, when a sub¬ 
inspector demanded a bribe of Rs S.OOO 
in iirder not to foist cases against him. 
Anil set a trap and had the (lulfce otHcer 
arresicd by the LokayuMa." In another 
incident. Ami alui hud a K>cal docior 
arresicd fur recommending complicated 
operations to make money when pati¬ 
ents did not need the ireatmeni in the 
first place. The doctor was also airesicd 


by (he Lokayakta's cifficcrs ai Anil's 
instance. 

Then. Anil Colaco was charged in 12 
c&ses under the 'gt^rndj uci' for disturb¬ 
ing public peace, as was his hnahci 
Deril Colaco. who wus hooked for ome 
separate eases. While ihc Migh f'ouri 
has dismissed im^sl < if t he c hai ges agui n 
St Anil saying "The im idenis narralcxl in 
the police records do not even n*niotcly 
constitute such an oltence". liight eases 
against K)cnl have also been dismissed, 

A souae in the police department. 
hoNvever. told Sondav that while 'TIktc ' 
might he some errorol judgement m 111- | 
ing some cases *igainsi ihc Colocos. the i 
hr^HhcTs were not lealiy as blameless as 
they claim to he." 

Ami Colaco admits ihui "lot al |ioli- 
tics triggered off (Ik* actsol vengearKc " 
"But what I dorfl undci stand is why 
should I he laigeiied ’ 1 did m belong to 
any party or anythttiglike tbai. Alll was 
doing wav lo Mp ihc IikuI {Vople and 
hnng a couple ol' corrupt iktfieefs to 
Nxtk." he says. 

Perhapsihai wjshis laull • 
ttnurf twHfWi/toigjfpf 


It will 
inform 
and 
inspire 
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I e R A R Y 


This incredible 12 volume set is a library 

of information* 



BELfTHA INFORMATION LIBRARY is 
ui exciting new ^iproach imparling 
tnfdnnauon thniugh full colour photographs 
and illuMntions and In simple language 
enabling children to leiain and grasp 
infonnaiion about the varioua aspects of (he 
TOdm of nature, the world, outer space.... 

It's (be spin! of nun. his unquenching 
curioaity and his limiUess desire to translate 
dreams into reality. It»this spirit which we 
want lo inculcate in our young readers, 
which has left its mask whether it is m 
OeiiBiks. Medibinc or Spa^ L\p(ora(ion... 

BRLITHA INFORMATION UKRaRY 
fl*a nvcefjuailie* ^’Hpndm*4tndbit. 


The 12 volunw iriiiHiinv ihc fullowma iillvs . 
iNViniM * nuni^TmiH m 

ExruiaiAnnsANoix&i'ovrM* «FAT«XANiiciiNAn 

nf mhANKlOt * FLUXU/TANnOS^VATION 

wni«v(»iftui>* * irfiK.KmoFrHia(«Ji) 

VATi unnAnrJK * (x ■ i iiAstiso lahi^i atf 

AVIIUI ISfh ' ANIM.Nlltr,Y 

— —'-—-1 

Yes. pleiae rush me i s*i of BELITHA i 
MFORMATTONUBAARY. t am endoskng Bink 
Draft/Che9ue payabte to S.CHAND A | 

COMPANVUTaforRs._ | 

Peataga. PacUng, Delivery la fREE. 

Name___ ] 

Addraas ^ 


S.CHAND & COMPANY LTD 
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SUNDAY SPORTS 


A matter of pride 


India posts an emphatic victory in the SAARC Cricket Tournament at Dhaka 



O ne ot i^ie belter fallouts of the 
SAARC Rtovemeni has been the 
emergence of sporting compeii* 
Uoos among member nations, [visa mat* 
ter of some prtde that India, after winn* 
ing the fooibaJI toumameni, bagged the 
cricket crown in Bangladesh, as well. 
The Ohaka competition pitied India 
against Pakistan, Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh Baring the hosts, each 
country fielded whai was essentially the 
second string of national players. 

From India's point of 
view, the purpose was to 
try out some new players 
as well as to afford ano¬ 
ther opportunity for Test 
discards to make a come¬ 
back. Among the Test 
players were captain Pra* 
veen Amre, Rajesh Chau- 
han. Vijay Yadav and 
$alil Ankola—all despe¬ 
rate to get back into the 
reckoning. Side by side, 
there were players like 
Sairaj Bahuiulc, Rahul 
Dravid and Uipal Chat ter* 
jee waiting fora break. In 
the middle was Saurav 
Ganguly, making a last- 
dilch effort to get back 
into national reckoning. 

India's first encounter waA with Sri 
Lanka. A convirKing victory came with 
spinner Utpal Chatleijee adjudged Man 
of the Match. It Nvas a good beginning 
for the Bengal star, who has for long 
been knocking on the national selectors' 
door. 

The second match was a crucial le&l 
Indian nerve.s. a.s the opporwnis were 
Pakistan. The four-wicket victory came 
through a gotid alUruund pcrfimnance 
from wicket-keeper Vijay Yadav and 
some incisive bowling fn>m Ankola and 
Chaiteijee. 

But it was in the third and last encoun¬ 
ter in the round-ruNn league that the 
Indian trademark in intemaiionaJ compe¬ 
titions was in evidence. Call it laaity or 
tack of rtsolve. the Indian Juggernaut 
was halted rudely by minnows 
Bangladesh. 


The hosts had lost iheir first encoun¬ 
ter with Pakistan by a very narrow mar¬ 
gin. But they came back very strongly 
against Sh Lanka and. buoyed by th«i 
success, made a frontaJ attack on (he Indi¬ 
an c iiadcl. Some spineless hatting by the 
Indians did help (hem. but ultimately it 
was their determination that aw the 
Bangladeshi s beat India for the first li me 
in (heir short cricketing history. The vie - 
lory was hy Just one run—coming in the 
secvnd-Iast ball of the ntalch — but it 


KIlfML 


BugbdesiiniiQiil; lost the 
Dialdi when the}'wcR down to 
31 for 4 . India's 
SO-ruB mtfgiB of 7(0(017 
oq^iasised Ue (ttffntnce in 
das bdwea the two teams 


was, nonetheless, a memorable 
achievement. 

While Sri Lanka went home without a 
point. Pakistan did manage to secure 
two victories — Just like India and 
Bangladesh. Unfortunately for them, 
they were nudged out by Bangladesh for 
(he second spot in the Anal, after India. 


The difference was in the run rate. 

And so. India faced Bangladesh again 
in the clincher, played a day before sche¬ 
dule in order to avoid an Opposition- 
backed bondh. India had made a change 
or two in (he line-up as the tournament 
progressed, hut a significant difference 
was effected with the inclusion of ope¬ 
ner Saurav Ganguly. 

While Raihnre hid tned (0 give solidi¬ 
ty to the Indian innings a( the outset, his 
partner Anin Kumar failed throughout. 

Saurav's innings in the 
final was not unblemi¬ 
shed, but it was the first 
lime India had two cum- 
petent openers in the side. 

Also for the first time 
in (he toumaincni. the 
22-mn mark was crossed. 
And Bangladesh virtual¬ 
ly lust tiM match when 
they were down (0 31 for 
4. all scalps being picked 
up by (he pacemen. The 
late resistance, that did 
come, was snuffed out hy 
Utpal Chaiteijee, once 
again. The 5B-run margin 
n of viciory was necessary 
I to emphasise the differen- 
I ce in class between the 
teams. 

But what have the individual players 
achieved? Praveen Amre came good 
only in (he last encounter. Although he 
wus named Man of the Match, it may not 
be quite eiKHigh to merit a spot in the 
country's top eleven. Ankola and Gangu¬ 
ly may have to wait liN the tOd of the ser¬ 
ies against an Bngland 'A' team now in 
India, but Venkaiesh Prasad and Prash- 
ant Vaklya will have to perform excep¬ 
tionally well in (he near future. 

Team manager Sandeep Patil — an 
old hand at the game in more sen ses than 
one'— was quite effusive about Utpal 
Chanetjee's overall p^ormance. 
Maybe the spinner could finally find a 
Test berth. Bui the player who could 
■ctuaJly be entering tl» big time is 
fUhul I^vid, appropriately named 
Man of the Series in Dhaka. • 
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ODDS AND TRENDS 


Bihar’s Santa 
Claus! 

■ Has Santa Claus conw 
down (o Patna, what with 
Christmas anwnd? At least, 
that's ihc impression one goi 
when the Bihar Speaker, 
Chulam Surwar, presented 
all the 32^ legislators with 
gold'plaied T itan watches, 
each worth ahoui Rs 6.600. 

The speaker however— 
true to the Christmas spirit 
one may say — Joes not 
recall the exact price of the 
watches. But according to 
Lalmuni ChouKcy. leader of 
the BJP leg is latum party, the 
chain and frame arc of 
IK>carat gold. Chi>uhey. mte* 
rcstingly, hasn't yet received 
his watch. 

Not that all and sundry 
have accepted the large* m? 
with an open miiHl. While 
three "hyp<K‘riics" (as the 
Speaker preferred to cull 
them ). belonging to the CVI 
(Ml,j Liberation group, have 
spumed this sudden crn<v 
rcsccnce of magnanimity on 
Sarwar*$ pan. sttnic others 
who have accepted have 
done so, but not without a 
truce of suspicion. As Sushil 
Kumar Modi whip of the 
BJPlcgislaiuie party pul it. 


such costly gifts afTeci the 
credibility legi slators—a 
lashing observation indeed. 

One must now watch and 
see whether tl lis wi II set ihc 
legistators' minds ticking or 
whether the whip w ill him* 
selfbe ticked oft. 

Wake me up... 

■ Can you go lo sleep m 
Bombay and wake up an 
hour-artd'a<half later in 
Delhi wiihoui actually inicn* 
ding to do so’* 

All you have lo do iv find a 
way through lo the cargo 


hold of on aircraft and simp¬ 
ly doze off. 

This precisely what hap* 
pened in Dulgag. an Air* 
India worker, Dulgag had 
decided to take a cat* nap 
while helping with the load¬ 
ing at Bombay, and tell 
asleep in the cargo hold of a 
Boeing 747 (Flight Al* M I) 
bound for New Yt>Tk The 
unwitting stowaway awiAe 
some time at ter iukc*olt hui 
since he cihiI J do nothing 
ahiHil it. Dulgag went back 
to sleep only to be discover* 
ed by horrined Air^India per¬ 



sonnel when the High! land¬ 
ed ui Delhi 

ITk auihori ties ha ve rca I • 
ly turned the heal on Dulgag, 
as awkward questions are 
being raised about aviation 
security. 

Dangling ttw 


»f. ir. if 


B If there's soiiKtiiic who 
truly believes in the adage 
'chanty begins al home*, it 
must he C. Vidyaraj of 
Bangalore. 

Vidyaraj is the owner of 
the world's five largest, 
rubies And guess what he 
hasdccideJ todo with (hem 
— auciiufl them aiat uiilise 
the proceeds for chiinty! 

The advivaie. wIm claims 
lobe the Mthdcsfvndimi of 
Krishnaik’varai, the cmpcn>f 
of Vijayanagar. inherit^ Ihc 
previous smiicsirom 
his ancestors. He has 
now decided to auction the 
pri ec less f am i ly be i r l<KHn ai 
the Sotheby's and ('hnsi ics'. 

With the money that will 
be raised, Vidyaraj intends 
to 'icl up a trust m order to 
hcl p I'lghl di euded d isc uses 
like AIDS and cancer, provi* 
de aid lo the handicapped 
and promoie religious uimI 
charitable mstiiutions • 


MILESTONES 


AWAflOED: Now, IwNopook, a documemaiy cat rape, 
duected by S«gvi CMmM. by te Inlmatfor^ 

AMOeMon of WomDA In fMtD T«t«vfD(on.« a 

competition hdd is Mttaila. 


AWABOCD: llK ^sedel jury V the earth 

gnvtronmaatffim P o rtv a l MdioT<AyaR>ihe 

non-fetfure film TM BlPiliai' i Tltt film on 

wiicbea «nd witch4wiBng. Bieclad bySetiiD Sm^. vill 

Tccdveaca^priee of 300.000 yen. 

AWARDED: The Annual FInaneW SxRraaa Award 

for econocnica. ID K.N. Rai* *0* eminoK econoiTHn md 
former vice-diaweDv of IMhi IJitivenhy will Rceive i 

CBflb'prize of Rj 50.000 aad t dution. 

DIED: Molranbam KoMi^ iingtk foRBwMwtip^ 

cWcfmirtaertB>d^ cunnCp^iiiwiwvqn 22 December 


l994.ttln^.Hewaf76. 

DIED: K.P. Kandaawwy. founder editor of the Tamil 
dttlyJMialaMn. on 29 December 1994. at Madras. He 
wje62. 

DIED: Noted idusk director of dte Marathi film in^KUy. 
DMcar Kadar Pawar. at Kolhapur, on 26 December 1994. 

OlEDtUmQttiguil . renowned fjlm and Ibealjt actress, 
in Cakultaon 2K December 1994. She was 81. 

DIEO:C.GXRaeldy . veteran joumah&i and wialisi 
leader, m Madras, on ^ Deceml^ 1994, in Madras. 1 le was 
75. 

LAUNCHED: Param’Wn. the <xmntry a 
todiienMti au p artompular. developed by the Centre for 
D e ^ ti opmew ^ Advanced Computing (C-DAC). 
















ARIES 


f2l Mofch‘20Apnl) 

Y ou may HiiJ your>«lf 
ndm^ high inlhc 
p^ipulariiy polls You can be 
ctfcciive in persuading 
people UKxininbuiccash for 
humaniianun prujecis. Ii 
should he easier lo convrnce 
people u>convert ideals into 
praciicul usage Lend a ear lo 
family members* pmblems 
and troubles. 

TAURUS 


tllApnl 20 Mayl 

Y OU are likely to be all at 
sixes and sevens. 
Thinking can he confused. It 
may bciUmculiforyouio 
plan schedules. And juM 
when timing is all important, 
you arc likely lo make a mess 
of ii. Where iberc is doubt, it 
is probably bcucrio wait, 
linpaliencc will only lead 
you to further trouble. 

GEMINI 


<21 Mu\ 20June) 

■ ucrauve ventures can be 
kbroughi to a premalure 
close. And ihougji you are 
more in need of picci^e 
instructions ar>d guidance 
from people who can supf^ly 
It. there is little chance of 
you gelling it. EmpUfyers 
and superiors inay leave you 
clilT'hanging. Loneliness 
cun become a bigger 
problem 

CANCER 


<21 JMwZIUuly) 

B e waryofiakingtMt 
commumcnis thaicNHild 
hcditlicult lo honcHir, IA> 
not say things merely to 
please others. Be realistic if 
you arc not to get loaded 
with unmanageable 
situations. Keep certain 
things hidden and unsaid in 
busineis/coreer atTairs. 




KUSUMBHANOARI 


BEGINN/NCnjAJ^UARY. 


LEO_ 


<2f Jiil\'20AkfiuiSi 

P rudence is more 

impuctunt than uhsoluie 
honesty. Adi vines and 
outings with close friends 
arc likely to be a great 
success. YiMj should be 
gulhenng data on business 
and career octiv uies. 
f\veli>pmen(s in romance 
could set your heart urt fire, 
lasves ones can be especially 
warm and respivisive. 


LIBRA 


(21 S^fwthfr'20 (h.uJ>eet 

C heck on legal 

impUcuhons and rulings 
before pulling a ku u| effort 
into new. innovatory 
uciiviiics You may fiml that 
what >4HJ have in mind is 
aciually diffcrem Irom what 
others think. Conic lo a 
decision in consensus Why 
not invite friends attmiid lo 
yiXir own home f<N an 
impromptu guihenng' 



VIRGO 


1 21A itgus/'20 Sepfember) 

Y our friends' behaviour 
may bring truuMe not 
only on their own heads but 
on yours also. If you con 
influence close 
acquaintances lo curb ihc»f 
hoistemus actions, then uo 
so. Extravagant impulses 
may get the heller of you. 
Control your spending. 


SCORPIO 


i2t Ocenhff'20Sf>¥<mfterl 

Y OU arc probably in the 
nxxKl logciiKiwiihihe 
job oi hand. Clear tlic decks 
for more active days oltead 
Don't allow yourv.'tl to be 
JiMractedby tnvia Repair 
ormainienani^e^oh^ thui 
need to be done at home ore 
probably best handled hy 
experts. Romance promises 
to be happy, rather magical. 


SAGITTARIUS 


i2l Ntnrmftrr 20 />, mhen 

K reppropvMiy man 
acceptable siuiv of 
a*pujr, es|vcially if you arc 
in I ending to sell at some 
time. Older people mav have 
sonK invaluable knancial 
aJvicciogivc. Huievents in 
viiur love life mav leave von 
wryboihered La»vcdones 
or prospciTivc nsmanne 
jurincrs may bk>w hoi and 
cold. 

CAPRICORN 


i:iPet fmivr 20Jwiv<tnl 

Y ou may limilly realise 
your aims and dreams 
Influential people can play .i 
key role m bringing Mean to It 
hopes Kil'ulfillmeni 
Rowcriul allies may now he 
willing to give your plans 
md pro ICC Is ihc lielptng 
li.iml ilwy need. Whji you 
achieve now is hkely lo 
mercasi* your siunJing m the 
eyvs ol oihets 

AQUARIUS 


(21 Jtinuar\'-20 i rhfmr\ i 

D IMM liriK'ciNl in a purely 
iiKxIunical way wiih 
vKcupaiional aft.itrs L.ich 
situation needs lo be 
apj>roacbedajK‘sh Ixiiers 
loight he delivciwi to ‘.hose 
people wtx'iii you want least 
loreoil them, IntomieU ups 
on invcstaK'nt atlairs are 
woi th follow ing up. 
.S|x.vulauve acuviiies can 
show handsome re;urns. 

PISCES 


<2/ februu>’i-20M(ir, ht 

B e receptive to 

Imomiaiion ihaU'omes 

your way People probably 
have your best inicresis ai 
heart, and dicy'll he m a 
|H>siiKM lo pass on helpful 

lips. You'll heundermininc 
your own position if you 
assume that you know it all 
and can he told nothing. • 
























RANDOM NOTES 



fwiUwM, it hM 
fwiiwnntHditMiin 
wtwt AbRMKf I tppoim' 
wm MouMd. d)c 



HEARD IN BOMBAY 

If ttiMd PMar Md Ms 
w«y, tiidiiiht>o NdHc's 
wwou>db»>p»H 

AN ASPIFUNT FOB THE CONGRESS 
TICKET TO ANOTHER 


A^on Sinfh u bit retignt- 
tkm‘better teriouily, TtJt U 
Mt tbe firel time the cooimu* 
fkittt hive cocw to A^un 
Siogb'i defence. 


f 



Ai^ Sm^ hei got 
•upport ftm yolikeiy 
qMfm The ConvnwiH 
Pafty of ladii (ManiM) 
genera] lecretwy. Kariiuben 
Siflfh Suijeet. has toW ihe 
Congresa party that it should 


chink about what a former 
minister in its govemmeoi 

has said 

Al a briefing after the par 
ty' I pol itburo meeting at Cal* 
cuna. Suijcet said ihe only 
way to save the Congress 
was for all Coogresamea id 
consider the issum raised by 


KNOWYOURCMIfci-MlNibTERS 


The latest in an 
occasional series 




mnkwM 

tsaulRian' 

reeooilw, 

peopk *]}(.•>»( 
deposit tnffmd 
row." said anotfler* UUk' 
SKjiv Pmiad tA Bhi B 
wu a CDQgreas* membbr'. 
Difvyay Pn^ Singh, who 
hlithenailoQlhelKodvfMi' 
he said that JaganAMh M»* 
bn was trying v> bladDoaiJ 
Che high commvtd. 

All said and dene, tbak 
Mishn managed to get Ms 
candidace in pMee in Me 
Bihar PCC evoking weh 
strong reactions diowtdm 
is BtiH something to llie wBy 

Mahhil Bnbmin. 

Mishn put pressure bn Me 
high oom mw d just ite Me 

(otenMuLMMl' ’• 


10 ) 


■ N*dlMnrAschoorfeacher,tiomina/smott 
AruoKhsPiidnh vdhgi. Apsng has been the ebitf 

meew of M sttt linn 1960. wNhout I brak. Rm Me 
iflwldnrMlw with an Iron bend end tiooM no apposite 
lalheMdiunllolliepertytiihtr Came hno prominence 
iRw Ure Indba QandN pidtso Mm up out ot nowhere to be 
IMdM rnMitor of the tensAMe stila after her comebsck 
in 1961. 


■ MMtot MTMf: HN )onp stm IS chief min^iter has 
pKw Aping tha necessary weight hiihe florth-ea$t to 
beecine the Mmian ot toe NonivEasi Congress 
Coordtoation CommiOee (NECC) lor e ihreeirev terni 
dsspm strong opposition from somt of hit party 
ooflaeguss in toe region. Has M Ms reputation on Ihs tact 
tMArtatoCftal Fradeeit remains the onty state in the ragiwi 
beiolinetimency 


■ tatMt NtoMMuto: 1$ at odds wito the Centie over 
M question of toe Chataiu refugees settled n hie state 
•Inci 1964. is suspected to bira mshgaied toe Al 
AAmaehal Pradesh Students Union to launch an agitation 

SgaMtoeCntocmas. 


A MgaMM Mi MMPMS Has medt up with Ms 
lang iffirNilPXThuflgan in recant months. Sohas 
el1M%neopge»IMnineatopoHtoe AtthsCeiwe.too. 
gitoygas SIM to be happy w«i Nrn. H4 haMiMS in 
‘ Ibmrtig toe KCC cftalrmaneNp. h owe<er>has created s 
tt dfrMMitoM wnoTto fb* regton s senior politicly 


Earlier, when Singh had 
raised ihe issue of alienation 
of the minoniies from the 
Congrew, the CPI(M) had 
restpocidcd syir^Mhctically 
and supported ^ingh. 

The question is, how far 
will the conmutHsts go in 

their symputhy? 

, 


Itoxtctop, 

Imphal? 

So will K.P.S. Qill go 
to Manipur . .is 
Governor? 

The decks art now clear, 
after (he rtsigrtaiion of V.K. 
Nayar aiKf its somewhal pro* 
mpt acceptance by the 
CerHTt. 

Earlier (his week, minister 
for inremal security, Rajesh 
Pilot, announced in Chandi* 
garh that while 0111 had got 
an extension, an appropriate 
guhemuioria] position 
would be identified for him 
so that he can he sent to a. 

<i'M csipj lul (hal befiu hi« «u* 

lure. While rumours had 
begun in CX tober (hat the 
government was not happy 
with Nayar. things came lu a 
head only in December. 

This could quite easily he 
the New Yeur gift ihui Oill 
has been waiting fur. * 


•WNO«>» 











Addh^tdlbi 






Lai, SiDgh's 

wai u well 
I^WMd as itcouklbe. Bui 
with pi^tical aciiviry «t its 
bd|lK to the capiul because 
oC AijwQ Sini^'s resigns' 
tko. DO one was left uotou^- 
ed by the tension. Tbe uobe- 
Uevabiy ugly scenes at the 
Oiani*s Circular Road resid¬ 
ence were a testimony to tbe 
tensioD in the aOnospbere. 
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MifiMer of suae for do^ 
ccnveniooal energy soar- 
iM. 9. KhifaM Kumar* ««M- 
e4ioM hU mpecu to the 
ftoDv Ptoident *Yoo csi'i 
| 0 Ib. dr,* be wu tdd» "until 
ttw vlcD-pnodeot tun pmd 
hh hacwi|e.* Yke-preddett 
i fi iiy mtf p was a few 




ICcfelM Komar loct his 
Ihe femwAdoUw of 
ior ^felcm hisMd; 
'ig yoQ ID ten me 

- T 

feoh^igia 
^ toK amoog 
wm severd Mkr 
and oabioer 
SaMtte&flgh. It 
«d Shtfi^iWio 
hifeowdon. 


•ftlw 


Urn Mom Mbiiitm’s 
OfRch jPMO) has 

J iafl ihesior* 
f NttWimha 
i. mo says 






HEARD IN CENTRAL HALL 

Q: WMt !• P.V. NaMiMhn 
IlM'D N«w Y—rr—meittoii? 

A; Do DVfythiiid po t ilhlt to 
dOMtMnd 

A CONGRESS MP. AFTTR WE CPP 
GENERAL BODY MEETING WAS 
CANCELLED FOR THE SECOND TIME 


f 


he never visited any bospital 
during his shoH stopover in 
Trivandrum some wedu ago 
and aasm tfa« he*a as wdl 
as a 74-year-old msD can be. 

But. they say. the PM has 
to gumd agaiDii viokut 
mood swings. Not easy for a 
man in his posiboo, ai was 
deiaonstraced some weeks 
ago. 

Just before tbe PMO took 
over Kaahfoir affairs. Nan* 
dmba Rao took a meeting of 


aU the officids concerned 
with Knahmir. Preaenc at the 
meerh^ were dw army and 
parunilitary chiefs, the two 
mmiiieri <ff home affairs 
aod cfficiils in tbe PMO. 

The Piime ^^nisier asked 
a question and the army chief 
replied. Then rnoister for 
EOtsmal security. Rajeah 
Pilot, cook over and made a 
lemwt whidi wasn't lerrib- 
iy cooipluneiHvy to tbe arm¬ 
ed forco. 


CHECK-LIST 


^I7MA Singh's nsignotlon: rtactkms 
within the Congress 

ThiGlwInwotdia 


iMghTI 
n«Mi( 5 tC) 

cogntaviet Of fei bMi nM by Singh In til Mfer but 
ignaa M SOON oflha tMoQi N ow< Ytotati party 
Obekhta. Trg ewe has Id Mdi 9« mtfkr. 


OtKlplRafy Acton CornnMi (DA^ hai not yat Wwn 
coanlmnotc 


■ IL RMlMMnM iMidlno Id him. not )uil Adun 
8Mgh bd ilio AK Ardbry should M procnadid ipMnM by 
tnt DAC. Aiwof^o cnbdinMwiounara lAffii mora sviooi 
bscMM haY I nwnbar of g« DAD md TMQoad from 
govarnntordwlPyutNpo mi iMlo n orthafTiiw l ili n l iM f. 


tOTiwybiBpieiAikjnSwoh 
rsiignlnoMkiiWy 


^MfirytThi CoMfiaa osnarM 

lAriunSMhvtaMMavh 


pvlydbctpIbMby 


' ThtiMwishha ehiif mlNctr 
apteas that ArpmSlnohahckd not hfuarMnairf tit 
fwMton Mfer to Mrai Ml lafert K was upM 
to wraobTM Rn. Mr« MIIM add pwod to tv PM. 
Mt hi ooncadai M too baum Sbgh Em rtbotf n 
knpertonL 


8iyi Arltih Gtogh ahowd ccungt 
totoib toima ntfipbyfSSiBniiof’^ooovommantnano 
tongw hid my IM) K. All luapaedod mwnbir of thi 
pviy who II fwmino OieArgict of tot DAC. Fotadr can ba 
MiMd for hot haling much ftoto b ito ciltocifr thi 
DACtodojuattoe. 


Tbs PM wai ftirioua. He 
faegsD mnbUng with rage* 
md Aiug^od IP coBtBA torn- 
self. HU mooch fell open 
with Ui lower jot^ 
well below hii duO. Everyo- 
as thou^ be vat about to 
have coDvulfions and the 
afhotn half got up in chear 
chairs, dufikng he was on 
tbe verge of a best attack. 

Howler, it soon passed 
and Rao recovered his com¬ 
posure. Nodiing more was 
said about the episode, 



HlsinMt«r’s 

mlmfo 

TTioae who’ve known 
uw tf neice imnistef 
Pranab MukJierjee for many 
years have now coofirmed 
what they suspected all 
along — ihai Mukberjee's 
penonal maonerisms. fttbiu 
and gestures change every 
hve years. 

V^ien Mukhetjee was 
Mis Oandhi's right-hand 
man. be adopted many of her 
habits — including fasting 
once I week and her trick ci 
jflcUftin g her bead to Indicaie 
diipleosure. He didn't hive 
fflw^ to do with Rajiv Oan- 
dhi; be wu out of the Con- 
gresa by dwR. When Nora- 
ainhi Rno cam to pcpwer 
and Mtdtheijee retun^ to 
the f<^ be made It clear he 
didn't ever want to be a PV- 
clone in any reipeet. 

However, rsceody. ddi 
baa been di^Noved. Mukber- 
Joe.RUr^Qsnd.hiasDddoo- 
ly dsveteped the sgapfadon 
—just the teeniest him—of 
a pout What'i more, heU 
adopted dv Rao manDcrlun 
of tenoing ba^ is hU chair 
and after a few senteacco, 
breathing out noAsily. His 
ftlcngt say thla Is not new* 
that H has come ihow 
because of Muhtojee'i 
addiction to hii pipe. But the 
faa is* this is exactly what 
Rao does. 

So. has Mukherjee Anally 
accepted Rao u hii 
leader? • 


•UMOAV* 
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U Urn'Red Lipstick. 


Apinning effecl. You 
l<n^)W v<*u‘ve really gi>r>e 4 ‘>vcrh»»ard 
wher^ you rent ire surround ir>tp »tarr 



you whiRpvr swvvc rvuhirigs to the 
lady on the aJjoi n ing har'StiKtl, dt tes 
»he recoil in homw like the fir^t half* 
a Colgate commercial f If yes, 
resist the urge it> order ytmr twelfth 
Fortune Gold on the rock^. 

* -/Zcmo€i^» If any of the 


your viMon. YiH« may »tutt seeing 
double. A Fortune Gold may 
appear to he a 'large*. Or you may 
see two (fikur ?) the gorgeous 
Racquet Welch lookalike in rhe 
plunging hlack c«ktail dress. Not 
ihnr It's any caase for complaint. 

curtiaci. lAH>k around 
and above you. If all yoti see are 
Guccis, BnllysarKJ Victoria’.s Secret 



]f you cannot tfiatch 
the captions to the 
pictures alongside, no 
more Fortune Gold 
for you. 

(A] The bartender. 

[B] Your date. 

<Hlnc: The one with the 
beard is the barrerKJer.) 



spinning :tround you. IN 4 rtc r Ignt ire 
the spinning effect if yiniYv dining 
at a revolving nightclub or atop a 
giant ferris wheel ! 


aluma PicaMo eyes. It's 


j tin>c Co go a hit ea.sy on the Fortune 
C(>IJ when your eyes turn the some 
I colour as your date's Piik»mu Picass<» 


following thoughts start cinning lo 
your mind, st«»p drinking 
immediately ; Amaleur ihiitrifS. 
sch<x)]days, ihv good i>ld days, old 
girlfricrnb. old anyth met. 


«3’v^ng d Hiblc. Hxeexsive 
drinking will do >rmngi' chmgs to 




lingerie, chances arc you’re lying 
flat on your Kick. S«»|' drinking. 
And pof 11 elv ask ti • lx* c ameJ <iut I'f 
the room- 



ultra Aqua Pura 
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The cracks are 
showing 


T his i« With reference (0 
Ihc cover siory CmrT< I 
— 7January. 

Ar)un Sni^h hHv spent the 
berUT pan of his carver u s u 
' ( ahincl iiiimsicr snlpirijj M 
Kao. He luis soujthl ever) 
opportiMiityio crikfe the 
PM'« position hy allocking 
the laiier in limes oCvri.sis. 
.Singh hos mi iOvologicol 
hclk‘fs worth Ihcir name. To 
p«i hK resignation in pers* 
peclise, if >h<nikl be rerncm* 
herviJ ihai Ik* u as himself a 
pa*( c ndcr t n ihe 1*M * s ol ficc 
ilK)ugh he hits uH prov lik'd 
any uliemaiive progromnw 
10 Ihe one fiirmululeJ hy the 
Prinv Mmisicr. He has pokl 
jjp service lo the pi’licies of 
Ihe Congress white acting lo 
unJernunv the uuihoriiy of 
the parly's elected leader. 

Arjun Singh *x resignation 
reveals (he deep fissures 
which have row come out in 
the open in the Congress. It 
pinntslo ihe urgent necessity 
of damage limiiaiionexerci' 
ses wiihin the party I hope 
his ex (I Will Njiur Mr Kao lo 
; take some pOM Ij VC iiwa.surcs 
' regarding policies He has 

* al read) made 11 c lear i hat no 
! brakes «ill he applied to the 
ceoiKmiic reforms already 
underway. 

The departure of Arjun 
Singh is soniewhul irrclcv* 
am 10 this process. Ra<> 
sh(»uld remeinber ihai the 
loss i>f one soldier in no w ay 


affects the strUegy of a battle. 
Mertof K. Mn, Shyamntgm 
(W^Befiget} 

M Arjun Singh's resignation 
from the Union Cabinet is 
the culmination of the 
gruusc lhai (he mtwhile 
human resource develop* 
mcnl (ninislCT has been nuiv 
ing against NarasimhaRau. 

The party’s recent debacle 
in the Assembly eleaions of 
KamiHuka and Andhra 
Pradesh provided the right 
setting for Mr Singh'& 
action, li canr»c he denied 
that he ha.s a valid point, for 
the htapy of woev eonccni' 
mg this government arc 
legion. They began with the 
demolition of the Bahri Mas* 
jid. continued with the megu 
sccuriiics scam and touched 
N>tbMn with the latest sugar 
warn. 

Ariun Singh must have 
worked out that theCongres- 
s( t chances in the tonheo* 
mmg Atsembly eieetions in 
five states are very slim. In 
that event. Ihe pressure on 
the PM to transfer power to 
xniKtine else will definitely 
mount. 

Isn’t it possible that Aijiin* 
loy;il isis wi 11 see to ik ih^l 
their leader fill in the lop 
slot? Signincandy. Arjun 
Singh has only resigned 

Ar|ui»Sta^:abaii0Mtaia t 


from his ministerial post but 
still retains the party’s work* 
ing committee membership 
MwMaA CAaAioudZ. CalcuRa 
(WeiBengsi} 

No sympathy 

W I I h due regards to your 
story No place at home 
(25 — 31 December. 1994X 
) regret to point out that it« 
bias is heavily against the 
current gcneraiion You 
have Mated that *The middle 
classes now prefer to leave 
their ddrrs in another’s 
care* .Assuming ii'& true, 
there is surely a reason 
behind this. 

Excessive interference 
may perhaps have contri but • 
cd (0 this stance as elders 
lend not to give ihcir chi Idr* 
en (he confidence they descr• 
VC. It IS their tendency to 
raise hdl over pciiy nuitm 

that exasperates loday’s 
gencratHA Also, a favouhie 
refrain of the older genera* 
lion is how much ihey have 
MifTered in dxir effort ui 
bring up ihcir children, for* 
gelling completely (hat the 
young ones never asked for 
I ife i n ihc first place. If they 
i I he cldcn) at all sufTcrud, it 
was because of ihcir duly ko 
liaise that they havehroughi 




Inmataa of a boon for tho 

ngod: aagrogoMon of tie 
gonofo t loni 

into (his woriJ. 

So li'l I hem loud ilieir own 
lives and Id (lie young 
people lead (heir own. An 
old age luniic provides the 
necessary com forts for iIk 
payment of a sum of money. 
So i nstcad o f g I vmg away 
(heir wealth lo (hr umk'ser 
vmg, ohler people should 
invest il in an i»kl age Iximc. 
MaOMb Kurner. NewOelM 


Deep waters 


T HIS refers (o ihc m*dcp(h 
study on ihe navy Ttmr 
to chan a ne^awru' III — 
17 December 1Q94). 

The author raise.s u need* 
less controversy bom out of 
a persecution complex pre* 
v^ent among the lechnical/e* 
dneation officers of the 
navy. When one chooses io 
join Ihe armed (otces. the 
oflicers. largely Iheiechni* 
cal and education ones, arc 
adult individuals and know 
fully well ibc caett pros* 
peeks of the service whereas 
a boy who joi rvs the ND A/N a* 
val Academy issysicmaticul* 
ly indocirinaied and trained 
lo mould himsclfinio the scr* 
vice hicrar.Sly and is given a 
broaJ'based training, Naval 
warfare today involves com* 
plex technology where no 


MHoavif 















Mjppon a woman whu belui* 
ves like a sex obfa r and who 
obviously bus nu mlicr cxuli* 
mg motive than caminji a 
fust hock while cukTi/ig i<> 
ihc I ibitk* ol I he 'm veeage f)cr* 
vert in JMpur"? 

As fur as individual lihi;i 
ty is »>ftccn>cd. shiiuldn'i 
(his liherly and Irmloin nl 


single individual, wheihcr 
he IS un elecifical nr a inccha* 
ideal engineer, cun bi^si of 
niosicriiig nil (hcseuspviis 
li is (cum efton that viHinis. 

As lur as levhnical ofTi* 
ceis [>rciiuiufcly leaving iht: 
navy iscniwcnied, ihe pro* 
bicni has its nKHs in the s}im 
chance s of prurnol ions m ihe 


HMvy mettle 


K udtK U)St7«l>AY forhiV' 
InpsckvicdT.N. 

Soshan us the man v( ihc > car. 
(Man of tht Ytor, 25 31 

Decent). 


service—due lu iis pyrujni* 
dal siruciure. 

Q0f(nt4) K.n Aeo, CocA/n 
tKotBfo) 


Foe, not friend 

R ajdeep Sardesar s 
Brn^oh.i atruss tht 
^rder (18—24 December, 

\ 994) wa$ All exerci se in f Jli* 
lily Mochrrjho! andmishn 
nioy ha vc ihci r respect! vc 


The CEC pros'cd hjs mei- 
tk—despite hiscriucs 
*— once again in people's 
minds by the way he conduc¬ 
ted (he recent etftikeis held 
in (he southern states^. 

We can expect, no doubt 
much mure fm diis cm* 
soder durini time rndfi' 
ce. He seems to be refreshing¬ 
ly diffcttni from the com^ 
r^iticians of today. 

P. Bonutumnu. ffyehmOatf 
lAnannPnaMh) 


attracUotis but they have 
nothing to do with (slam. 
Bangladesh's Slate religion. 

Theculrura) affiniiy of 
Bangladeshis with Bengalis 
from India, that S«dcsai 
tries to iood. is nonexistent. 
The imposition of the 
Enemy Property Act since 
(he lime of Mujibur Rahman 
suggests it; the post* 
Ayodhya horrors in that 
country, which triggered 
Taslima Nasrwn's 
prove it. 

It is omaring that sup< 
p^AoUy well •informed 
people are permitted to mis* 
lead our people by trying to 
sell eiwmks as friends. 
AOnoah, retaafUSA) 




No time to stare 

T Nims wnh refetcmeio 
the TV review hy Shuh« 
hrti Gupta vm nkd AnJ ntm, 
lhrdfiuxe(2^ -- 31 Decciti. 
her. 1994). 

In vpiic of being quite 
aware that Icleviviun wukh* 
ing couU pn>vc hacmful fur 
k ids adults are luiobk tu con* 
irul their duMren from 
watching TV as they them¬ 
selves 9tK' addicted to the 
idfoi-bux. Thc) should « 
an example themselves by 
limiting ihcirown TV vie¬ 
wing Why eKc should the 
children looen to their 
advice'* 

aamM/i KipMf, Mtw OnM 


Woman's choice 


T hi b is wiih reference to 
Ihe article TV/)omhrvwr« 
(4^ 10 December. 1994). | 
I do not utvderMand why 
femini siv should be w olking \ 
a lightn^ regarding thts i 

issue. If anybody shnu Id be ^ 
taking a st^ on this ivsue al ' 
oil. It should be (hem, and 
(heir stand should be one vl 
unequivocal condcmnuiion 
Are not feminists fighting 
to uphNd the dignity of worn- j 
en in socieiy? How has I 

Anjali Kapoor'» behaviour 
furthered that cause? Femi- 
nisrs. I thought, were fight¬ 
ing against the tendciKy of ' 
men to view women as m.*s i 
o(^*ts Then him van Ihci j 


An|a0 Kapoor; mudi udo 
about aot Mi ig 

chewe opcTuic w ithm ihc 
bounds of husk* human 
decency’ 

One set of people which 
need noi have taken any 
stand on the issue is ihc 
lawyers. By raising a hue 
and cry on what should have 
been u mm-issuc for ibcin, 
they have only succeeded in 
Keliulinglbcmsclvs;' ynd m 
according Anjali Kapixvlhv 
heroic stature of an indivi¬ 
dual being vieiimt>ed by 
voeicty. which she in ou way 
deserves. 

Uaena Zoefmto. Puna 
(Uohgft$ntfg) 














fl AltbBluwofthnr 
doMraolon. they kuvebeeD 
stnick with ifuccurate 
jndgODeni. 

KaipnaihR^^.. 

former 

miAisier. on t^pi^nt 
Consress UadersMip 


S1 ^solutely deny the 
charge. Tile tunlfl|ifld ' 
ounner of ottT achoo WM 


CwlfOClBOOW 


MmcDt. l€: 
e6^fht^A, 
bcctuacyeu^Jjt 


wintmeto. 

Namsmha Rao. Prime 
Miniiter. iiismisring the 
suggestion that he had 
been indecisive about 
acting ‘against tainted' 
Cabinet colleagues 

■ The lack before ifle ii a 
big challenge. T will ami to 

gevt^tbeptfty's 
agitatioo agaiosi casteisn. 
cQVTuptioo, communalism 
and the poor law and order 
situatioo. 


JrTENDM FkASAD. <^r 
taking over as the VPCC 
chief 

■ If apmoohaatvalid 

docurueot to prove his 
Citizenship, then no state 
government can prcveot 
Mch as individual from 
voting. 

PMMOoMAHAM»f.A^ 

goteeaifeecretary 

■ UUboQthe 


threxht^ ctf an eta of 
great oppurtuniiiev 
proviM our naiicm has the 
wisdom (0 seize them. 

Mahmokait Singh. Union 
finance minister, on the 
ongoing tfconoffliV reforms 

M Dams in India ve built 
on foundations of 
corruptions and are 
ttterefore bound to crack. 

StM^fOAL Bahuoun^ 
noted environmentalist 

thep^yof 
liberali^g ite Indian 
ectmomy isnoia 
Congre^) pr^tcy but a 
OBikmalone. 

Nani pALKHJVAiAcmATmr 
jurist 

■ Ian clear in my mind 
tfaai dre is vepr necessary 
for us at ihiA juncture, 

ND.T^ABJbfflvr 
UPCCddgf, on Smia 
Omdhi'smUryintopoUtlcs 


■ What hiq^pcncd to the 
BriiiKh duhng the Freedom 
Movement? Seshan must 
be prepared to face a 
similar situation. 

Lalc«?kasadYadav. 

Bihar CM. reacting to T.N. 
Seshan's threat that 
elections in the state wotdd 
not be held without ID cards 

» 

■ I don't care if I’m 
branded an MCP, But my 
gui will not wockinfUms 
after she marries me. 


Salman KHAN.^iffi star 


















Ourcic ocrton trough rfie potent 
power of Ayurvedo. Nofyre's ^\h for 
sure-fire vifolrly ond sfrengff), 

A highly effective ond stimuhting 
^ Ayurvedic combination, 

? ocl:nowfe<^ed s/oce frme /mmemoriol, 
of 44 precfoirs herbs and minerals such os 
Amber, Keshor, Moti, Swarna- 
MafohjJr, Abhroic S/iosmo ond pure 
Shifo/if. All in each power-pcwried 
303 copsu/e. 

rho^'s 303. A force that helps your 
mind and body to achieve their peaks 
— by activating and commanding 
your inner-most pofentiol. 


A tn AvHrrxth 

MNDAYAL AUSHADHI (P) LTD 

Oindovol M.li Rood. Owohor 4^4 009 







VIRSANGHVI 


The worst press 
relations of any 
Prime Minister 


RAO AND THE 


Most Pnme Mini* 
sien luvp a love* 
hate relationship 
with the press, Indi* 
ra Gandhi loved 
her chamcHa% in 
the media and hai* 
ed (he rest. Rajiv 
Gandhi. belief 
that (he press had 
tu med ugai ml hi m without any good rea* 
son b\i\ remained open and accessible 
til] the end. V P. Singh was created by 
the press 4tnd continued to court journal* 
isH even «fier he had fallen from 
favour. Chandra Shekhar respected the 
media rruire than uny other Pnme Mini* 
Nicr; 10 this day. he treats journalists as 
equals unUlnendf. 

The exception has been Narasimha 
Rao. Given a ehoice< he would like (o 
I have m* relationship with the press. 

; lie is the only Phme Minister in rec* 
eiii mcni^K> to have addressed just rme 
orficiul press eonference in three* 
and*a‘lulf ycais. Nor is (here any aitem* 
pi to organise any press briefings in 
(jme.s of crisis or to allow joumahsa an 
iipponumiy to clear up any doubts they 
may have 

He docs not give interviews if he can 
help It During the recent election cam* 
paign. Che media were reduced toirumpo* 
liny a brief chat on the Prime Minister's 
plane as an exclusive inierview. 

When he takes press parties with him 
on his foreign inps, care is taken to ensu* 
] re thai first of all, as many chamchas as 
po>Mt>le .ire packed into (he back (be 
aircrali And even then, the hacks rarely 
gel to >ec the Prime Minister. When he 
I is dragged hack to Economy to meet the 
' press, he has the look of a man who is 
being forced to do something at gun¬ 
point. Consequently, not only does he 
relusc (0 be charming or forthcoming, 
but he also limits his visits to the pre.ss 
section to one per trip. 

O f course. Nara&imha Rao is within 
his rights to ignore the press. Many 
joumdists believe that he has a deep 
and abiding contempt for the media. 

: P^i ilK appointment of 

L. ... 




P.V.R.K Prasad as his ine^lu jJsiscr 
From all accounts. Prasad is a Jeci.'m 
and able officer. However, his pniicipjl 
funebons are io pvi as a Iiuis4>n nun hu 
Narasimha Rao's AniBtra «dlie^ (iimim 
of whom lost then deposits last month i 
and to consort with swainis the used in 
administer the Tirupailu Trust) in an 
cfYoft to sulv'e (he Ayodhya (angle. 

At the end of the day. poor Pras^. as 
nice and avuncular as he may he. has no 
time for (he media, lie knows relatively 
few journal tsb well (unemsuince. nobo* 
dy corseqiicnce at Slmm\, iikIuU* 
ing myself, has ever set eyes on the 
man) and is not particularly well pUiced 
to either moniirv or influence coverage 
oflhe Pnme Minister 

Narasimha Ron canniH hv unaw are of 


ihis. He musi know that ’media adviser' 
IS merely u title of convenience for an 
old Andhraiic aide (he used to be Kuo's 
pro jie sucrcijry when he wa^ chief 
imiiistcr of Andhra Pradesh), And his 
refusal io cither give Prasad a new 
dcMgnaiiun oi ui appoint somebody 
else 10 the job cun iHily he deltheraie. 

Obviously, (be Prime Minister does 
(M think dial ihe press mutters. He does 
nut regard 11 us worth his whi le to tal k to 
(he media, tu explain his position, or 
even, lo ask somebody fiXKn his iifUce 
to devote all his hme lo handling the 
press. 

This IS fair enough. Perhaps, wc in 
ihc medio.have an inflated sense of our 
own imponaiice. And there is no earth* 
ly reason why a Prime Minister, who is 

•MHO** iV-fi J*%**V*W' 
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repealed iisdf as farce. The day before 
C^3 was about to go on the air liw 
Prime Minister's Office (PMO) interve¬ 
ned to cancel the luinch. 

To this day. the PMO has not had the 
guts to clear the channel only becau>e it 
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confident of his jNlity to communicate 
directly with the people of India, should 
bother with us. 

But here's the ruh: is Narusimhu Ran 
contiJcni of his jhHiiy to communicuic 
w I (h ihc pci >pk of I nd ia'f 

I uin beginning lo gel ibe feeling that 
he is less and less contidcni of this abi¬ 
lity, li isn't just the dismal showing in 
Andhraand Kuinuuku. It ouivi that hi» 
regime is displaying all the clavsk signs 
of a government thai lu.s lost control of 
public opinion. 

In I^K8, when Rajiv Gandhi realised 
that Camelut had cracked up. he reacted 
by letting his minis^^^s bully him into 
sacking Bhaskar Chose from his posi¬ 
tion at Doordarshi^n. year, history 


liarasiRha Rao is 
not the world’s 
most charisinatic 
leader. Birt be Isa 
decent man who 
has transformed 
India with conrage 
and vision, ret, 
you would be 
hard'pressed to 
find such a 
characterisation in 
the press. Ail you 
will got is 
speculation about 
reshuffles and 
revamps 


fears that in one or two of iis hve pro 
grammes, somebody might uy someth* 
ing critical about Narasimha Ran. 

Then, chcnc is the manner in whkh 
the Prime Minister's camp lus reacted 
to the current crisis. Suddenly. Norasim- 
ha Ran is giving interviews. He is tell¬ 
ing The Times nf Mdrn. TV Htn^usiurt 
Tinted and The' HimiH why he is nui to 
bbme for the steady disappearance of 
the Conpvss froon ihis country. 
(Though, be says so little and at such 
length that most of the interview ) arc 
unreadable.) 

These are not the actions of a man 
who cares little about what the media 
say. of a man who kjiows that be can 
take his message to the people, anyway 

Already, the Prime Minister i$ being 


fed disinformation about which hock is 
on his side and which joumo is consori- 
ing with Aijun Singh. The pi>ini is not 
that most of this int'ormaiion is urong: 
what is imponani is that Rao's camp 
has suddenly realised ihui the press can¬ 
not be Ignored any k^ngcr. 

A s somebody who is no greai Camp- 
Follower of Narasimha Rau hut 
who believes, nevertheless, ihai his sur¬ 
vival IS vital lulndla's future. 1 am pertur¬ 
bed by the s'ccucle of ihc Pnme Mini- 
sief's clueless media advisers running 
around like headless chickens. 

Ii may make sense io have such 
people if you don't care about the 
media; bui if you do care, then ii is suici¬ 
dal loctmimutf loikpcnd on ilicfn. 

The truth i s chat Narasi mha R ao deser¬ 
ves a better press than he gets. His 
address to the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (Clll m Calcutta last week was 
not iwly inskgKilul and erudite, hut ii 
also dcmooslrated courage and digniiy 
m the fuccol'adversiiy. li served notice 
that the Pnme Minister would mA vienri- 
ce India's tuluie lor ihc sakcot p^ilihcal 
espediency. 

And yet, ihis major statcmcni o1 poli¬ 
cy and belief was kM}ii>iicn in a day. 
Instead, ii was Arjun Singh's ikmand lo 
elect a Congass pasident that dommat¬ 
ed ihc media. Policy h;«d been ignored 
m favour of poliiiektiig 
'There arc many such instances. Nani- 
simha Kao is not the world's most chn- 
nsniaiie leader But he is un essentially 
decent man who has traiislomied Indiji 
with courage and vision Yet, you 
would be hard-pressed i o find such a c ha- 
ractetijouion in ibe press. All yixi will 
get IS speculation ahoui rcshufTles and 
revamps. 

The Prime Minister's men. ii is now 
clear, are incapable doing anything lo 
change ihis. But what oF Roo liimseir’ 
When the occasion demands, he can he 
ofticulaic and charming 

Perhaps, it is now imie for him to 
lake charge ol his own image He needs 
to communu-atc. No longs*rcaii he sleep¬ 
walk through the few interviews he 
docs give, I Ic needs now u> tell the coun¬ 
try whai he is doing and why. 

It may ikh be enough to save him if 
the Assembly election results continue 
to go against ihe Cemgress. Bui ui least 
he will go down fighinig. As a man who 
sitxkup lor his vision of India. And not 
as an arrogani old bore who entrusted 
his image to a bunch of jokers. « 









T ill \h» week, T.N. Seshan 
could counion friends in politi' 
cal parties like the BiP, sec¬ 
tions of the Congress and 
some of the regional parties. 
Bui now. their posilkma have become 
ambiguous. The cause of the change is 
the manner in which Seshan is believed 
to be manipulating it least two of ihe 
five fonheoming Assembly elections. 

All oflaai week, the Election Commis- 
akm's (EC) orders advancing, posit¬ 
ing and threatening to cancel elections 
agitated mainline Opposition pejtks 
Seshan's insistence on an identity card 
for each voter had thrown the ent ire elec 
(ion schedule out of gear. 

Except Maharashtra, cleciiuns in the 
four slates-'Gujarat. Orissa. Bihar and 
Arunachul Pradesh — had been postpo¬ 
ned. And, there was every likelihood of 
the polls being cancelled as well if ihe 
stales tailed to meet the new deadlines 
for completing the process of distribut¬ 
ing idcmiiy cards. 

According to the original plan, the 
counting of votcK in ali four slates, 
except Arunachal Pradesh, were lo be 
held simultaneously on 4 March. Now. 
elections have been Miaggered from 14 
February to 9 March, and so is the 
counting. 


More rocenlly. elec- 
iHws in Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Ooa and Sik¬ 
kim were also staggered 
but count! ng began on the 
same day. 

The chief election com¬ 
missioner (CFC) has 
always countered ihc cri¬ 
ticism that hv decisions 
increased government expenditure and 
enhanced the nsk factor by holding or to 
ballot boxes for weeks. Staggered elec¬ 
tions were necessary because he does 
noi have enough security forces to ensu¬ 
re safe polling in all states on a single 
day. But couming should be simulta¬ 
neous; otherwise, the results of one stale 
could influence the volet in another. 


Janata Dal leaders are angry over the CEC’s 
decision to postpone elections in certain states. 
They feel that Uk EC is working at the behest of 
the ruling party . Even the BJP is critical of the 
‘element uncertainty' introduced by the EC 


• In Bihar, elections 
were postponed from 20, 
25 and 21f February to 5, 
and 9 March. Counting 
will begin on 11 March. 


• Elections were postpo¬ 
ned by a fonni ghi i n Guja¬ 
rat from 4 and 8 February 
to 20 utd 25 February. Counting will be 
on I March. 


will now be held on 14 February. Count¬ 
ing will begin oo l5FcDruary. 

Obviously, there is a long gap bet¬ 
ween the first and secood rouraJ of 
polling. 

T>tt 1993 AasemMy elections to 
Himach.'^l Pradesh. Urtar Pradesh, 
Rajasthan. Delhi and Madhya Pradesh 
were not r.urred by any disauer. Yet. 
electioos were staggered over a mondi 
and counting began simultaneously in 
all five states. 


• In Onssa, they were postponed from 9 
and 12 February to 7 arid9 March. Coun¬ 
ting will be on II March. 


• In AruoKhal Pradesh, elections have 
been posrponed from 4 Fehruary to 11 
March. Counting will be on 15 March. 


Suddenly, none of thai seems to nut¬ 
ter. The CbC's reservations seem to 
have disappeared in the case of these 


• The schedule in Mahara&hira has been 
advanced. Instead uf 4 March, elections 
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T.N. Seshan 's threat to cancel elections in Bihar 
and Orissa if 1-cards are not issued In time raises 
hackles in political circles 
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coming clectioiis. *Ju$t a monih ago, 
electiOK m Kamaiiki Andhra were 
held without (•cards. How can ii be held 
as a threat to stop elections? Isn't H 
uncoostitutional and violative of the 
right to voce?' asked Ram Deo Bhanda* 
ri, a )D MP. who has filed a case chal' 
lenging Seshan's deciston in the Suprc' 
me Court. 

The Supreme Court is yet lo deliver 
its verdict on the case. But the question 
begs an answer. 

Seshan is walking a contciluiional 
tightrope by insisting on In'ards. Bhan* 
dan and his I awyen art arguing that the 1 • 
card tangle i» destroying voting rights 
given to the people of li>dia in the 
Constitution. 

According lo ihe Constitution, eke* 
iiofiv should he held every five year^ — 


elections where the first results will be 
declared on 15 February and the last on 
11 March. 

A nd, no one is taking it Ughily. *This 
IS a conspiracy plain and simple. 
Seshan is playing the Congress game. 
Narasimha R«> cannot afford to lose 
anorher election and he knows it/’ said 
Janaia Dal leader. Ram Vilas Paswan. 

Added another pohlicaf observer, 
"Seshan is playing a mes&y game, EvC' 
ryihing points to it. Afti.r all, Bihar and 
Orissa are Janaiu Dili states. Gujarar is 
not likely lo go to the Congiess either. 
Only Mahara».htra hokls out kome h<^. 
however slim. Narasimha Rao must be a 
worried man indeed. And Seshan seems 
to he just playing along by puning all 
kinds nf hurdles." 

The crua of the prohJem is. course, 
the CEC’s obsession with making idcnti* 
ly cards a prerequisite Rk voting in the 


nowhere does it state (hat identity card) 
are necessary before elections are 
conducted. 

Moreover, if the slates do not meet the 
deadline and elections are not held, the 
term of the Assembly will eapire and Pre • 
sident’s Rule will have to be imposed. In 
Bihar, for instance, (he lem of the 
Assembly expires on 15 March, three 
day 8 after results ore in be annou need. 

T nere are other ticklish problems as 
well. Besides the constitutional 
imbroglio being argued in the Supreme 
Court, the l-card issue raises questions 
of feasibility. 

Bihar has an electorate of 5.80 crore 
and it is almost cenain that the slate 
government will not be able to complete 
(he process by then. The i wo week grace 


Voten’ choice 


DespiteBiju Patnaik*5opposition, the ID<Qrdscheme 
gets an ovenvkebrUng response in Orissa 


T he Oiisaa duef mlnittcr aid state 
ID iuprano Biju hmik'i bwed 
tovvdi the C£C Seib«i. Is 
well-loiows. The cerdiaHty ex^MAg- 
ed betwwi the two# a liotd) boated 
by Paaaik far Sea h» A hk resides* 
ce duiwg the laOer's fvA to BtHK 

baicawv is hdy last year was 
short* lived. 

PiBift's .first mi^ diaffibe 
agahst Scihg f^lowcd the CBCs 
refusal (0 provide balloi bom die 
proposed ziUs ponsW electkms m 
(be stale last December. He flsd (hat 
(be bom could not be spared in view 
of the fbfftco mi ng Asseuabiy polls. 
At a burriedy called press con feren * 
ce. Painaik accused SeshM of having 
a nexus with Prune MiidsKr Nam* 
aimba Rao, fomer PM Owndm 
Shekhar and godman Chaodra 
SwvRu vdbdi was nspoosible for 
Aallioi foe efUff parirbad polls. 

The chkf mifusier was fbifoer idt* 
ed by Seiba's dUaedve against tti 
sops before the Assembly poCU after 


the ekctiofi sdieduk was MDOuiced 
on 8 Demober. 1994. "Who is foA 
Seshu to d^ve the peofJe of tbelr 
beoefiu?” Ptttaik grurrMed. 

Ihe postponeineol of foe AssAnb* 
ly polls by almost a month to March 
hM$ further embioered Patnuk- 
Sedtio relatiocis. Ao angry Pacnafo 
lumadiaidy decided lo move foe 
Si^fARC cWt against the proposed 
cctnpwleoTy me of voters* ID cards 
duriog pdliitg* Puuft kyaUsts 
have threatened to take (he lAue lo 
foe sneea. In such a liniadoo. 
Seshan caocdled fass viAt to Bhuba¬ 
neswar scheduled for 2 Jniwy. 

PrdkicaJ ^rerverv howev«, feel 
thA Patnaik'^ an(i-SeshaD ofieiuivc 
may boomer an g on hu own party’s 
electoral pwftp e cts ic vkw ot foe 

growing popnlufty Seehan ttd tfo 
ID<Ad Anoie. llMrc has been a tm- 
tnwKtews nidt lo get photogn^ 
for obtaining foe cards. • 
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SPECIAL PEPORT 



htppcs? 

A: Neither me nor ttiectnefsecreury 
made any coounitmeitt in this reganl. 
We only expect ID do ihii but the pro- 
cess have to cosdnue. After all. 
(Ms is an onsotikg process. 


" No power on earth can 

stop polls" 


Bihar chief minister Laloo Prasad Yadav on ID cards 


SvNDAYi How do yoo view the vie- 
blHty of Identity card and Its alo to 
check malptactkes? 

Laloo Prasad Yadav: ID card is a 
useless thing. Fnr a poor country like 
India, this is nothing but unnecessary 
expemJiiuFt of huge money. BilUoru 
of rupees are being spent on this but 
what if thU experiment failed? I am 
repeatedly saying that this ID card is 
a big ica^al and the purpo)«e is to 
bcnefii multinational companies. 
More than IMJ per cent of the money 
will go to (hem. 

In Bihar, this will be thoroughly 
impractical and unMientifK. How 
will the poor people, who do not have 
shelter, keep (he cards safely? Thou« 
sands of pe<^)e are uprooted by 
floods every year, their belongings 
are washed away and they lake shel¬ 
ter on embankments. U it pmsible for 
them to keep a small card intact artd 
safe? 

Q: You are the only chief minkScr 
oppoaing ID card and Bihar k Che 
stale where this process got off 
very laie. Why? 

A: 1 oppofiC^ this <deaon some prin¬ 
ciples. I suspected the mis^ef and 
conirpiracy behind it Dtsi murgL 
xiitiyii bol Khu! fiava Sfhhan ka pol. 
1 appeal to the people to open their 
eyes and see the conspiracy behind 
this game involving billions of 
rupees. This is a conspiracy of the 
multinational companies and the 
de^n is to take away public money. 

iTtc Centre is respraisible for the 
delay in .vtaning work in Bihar. 
Earlier, we contacted two central 
govemmeni undertakings to do the 
job but (bey quoted rates which were 
higher than what they charged from 
other states. J urged the Pntne Mini¬ 
ster to intervene but nothing concrete 
emerged. 

Q: Will yoa be able to give an ID 
card to each voter In Bihar by 24 
February? If oou what will 


period off^ed by Seshan is rwt going to 
make any difference, considering (he 
magnitude of the (ask. "It is an absolute 
impossibiliiy/ said Bhandari. 

The other slate governments run the 
same risk, admitted an EC official Even 
though (he chief secretaries of the states 
have given a commiimeni that they will 
complete the work on time, (here is 
always the possibility that the mammoth 
task nuy no( be finished, he said. 

In Orissa, for instance, the poll schc* 
duk wa.5 modified after (he chief secreta¬ 
ry. A.S. Strangi. assured the RC that 1- 
canls would be Issued to all N'oters by 25 
February. He ha.v reportedly told the 


la law. ID c«d is not mandalory 
and a genuine voter cannot be denied 
of his deiDOcraiic ri^. If the Elec¬ 
tion CommissioD fails to hold dec- 
tioQ on time, it will be its failure. 

Q: Do you apprehend poetpooe- 
mcat of poQs and impocMon of Pre- 
Bldcat*s Rtde cords are not made 
before the extended dendlfase? 

A: No power 00 earth can stop polls. 
Conse^uesces will be grave if 
people's rights are snatched. People 
are prepared to straggle and to 
safegu^ (heir coAsdtueional rights 
and mainuin d emocracy. 

bveo It President s Rule is 
imposed. I and my govenunent wili 
continue functioniiig in a caretaker 
capacity. There is a Supreme Court 
ruling in such a matter. • 


Laloo Pracnl Yidw (right): ’‘Even If 
PrMMaat's Rolo ki ImpoMd, I and ny 
govemmaiit will function In a 
gareUliir eapacItiT 

commission ih<ii 16X2Q lukh voiirs hud 
been photogmplied, 4i) hikh curd> were 
ready. 25 lakh c;vds were being printed 
and anoOwr 75 lakh were yet to be pro¬ 
cessed. ITk agency in charyte had beer 
asked to "c^miprcss ihc time frame" bui 
things ciKjld well go awry. 

"The prxAlcm is that slates like Orissj 
and Bihar face u perpetual linanciai 
crunch They are pixir states which doii‘1 
even have cnou^ money to pay staff 
sati*ncs. What is nK>rc imporiani in such 
a situation — 1-cards or food for the 
people?' asked Paswan. 'The t*lection 
Commission must undersiiind (he diffi* 
culucs of the people." 

While Scshiin grapples with that s>nc, 
there is another complication on (he car¬ 
ds. With the polls being postponed in 
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four of (he five the campaign per* 
iod hiLs al^u increaseii from (he u^al 
ihrcc weeks to five weck;«. But (he 
amount of R.s 1.35 lakh furcsiinpuigmng 
remains Iheume. 

A candiJaie in Bihur can (echnically 
begin campaigning uflcr 27 January — 
(he Iasi dale for wiihdrawaJ ol noniinu* 
lions ^ and continue right until (he clec- 
lionii on $ March. Similurly, a candKkUc 
in Gujarm can hvgiii campaigning from 
14 January (ill 20 February. Obviously, 
a campaign fundconsidereilinsutTKicm 
for I he three weeks during ihc last round 
of elections in the .southern states can 
scarcely suffice forthe cMru tmintghi. 


and polling will make it impossible fm 
camJ'datcs to manage their poll expen* 
scs withm the pP»cribed limils*” he 
added. The BJP ha.s gcnily recommend¬ 
ed to the CfX: that the schedule in Bihar. 
Orissa and Muharashim should be ''logi¬ 
cally revised*. 

The Lcfi parties have reacted equally 
strongly a nd condemned Septan for erta* 
Ung unnecessary confusion. Their appre¬ 
hensions arv not entirely hazeless. After 
all. Scshan has been known to counter¬ 
mand elections ai short noike before — 
rememher Punjab, when; elections were 
countcnrundcd 24 hours before they 
wcmtoiakc place 


caJ puties to ex^oit (he narrow senti¬ 
ments of certain section of (he electors 
based on community, caste, creed, race, 
language and religion. attempts 
of (be said politick panies and candida¬ 
tes are not only oppo^ to the fuRdamen- 
laJ requirements of the conduct of free 
and fair elections but also militate again¬ 
st specific provisions of the Consiilu- 
lion..." states the order authoritatively 

A noble sentimem. yes. bu( a trifle 
belated. The CEC’s sudden decision lo 
enforce the order when he has been arm¬ 
ed with the power to do so all along does 
ruse doubts. 


Douding the 
already troubled 
pre-election 
scenario is 
Seshan’s belated 
decision to 
appoint special 
(Severs lo check 
the abuse of 
religion, caste and 
language during 
electioneering. 
Couldn’t this be 
done earlier? 


The EC. sa> ofllcials, rrijy ihcrcliirc 
have no other option than to incrcuM: the 
budget for poll expen^ics. 

Pressure has already .starting building 
up. Scbhan's old ally, the BJP, which 
had ateidfasily supported him through 
the months ot controversy, has also turn 
ed away. In a strongly-worded teller to 
the CEC, the BJP ha.s exriresscd its c**n' 
cem at the "clement of uncenainty" that 
has been introduced in these cleciiivis. 

"An € Ic mem of uncenainiy i s goi ng to 
persist till the last moment as (be swont 
of postponement of elections will 
remain banging on the sialcs where I* 
cards are not issued to ull voters in the 
given time." said party general scemary 
K.UShomia. 

"The long gap between withdrawal 


C louding the already troubled pre¬ 
election scenario is Seshan's belat¬ 
ed dev’ision u>’appoint special observers 
to check Ihc abuse of religion, caste, 
community and language during electio¬ 
neering A laudaNe objective, no doubt, 
hut i>ne which could just as well have 
come into cfTcci (wo months ago when 
the southern states went (o polls. 

Seshun's nsc-page order hod slated. 

*The Election Commission cannot conti¬ 
nue (o be an idle spectator to this 
malady." Its observers have been given 
the powers lo si mtinise manifestos, and 
moniliv campaign speeches under The 
Representation Of The People Act. 

"The ctmimission has of late been 
deeply concerned with the unabashed 
attempts by some candidates and pediti- 


And. when Pas wan questions 
Seshan' s rrKXi ves one can' t real ly blame 
him. * Impartial elections do not mean 
that somebody becomes a dictator. 
Weren't the elections in Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh fair?" be asked. 

Would Seshan care to answer that one 
or a host of related questions. Eleciton 
campaigns have always been cantanker¬ 
ous and bitter; and post-cleciion scena¬ 
rios have always been marked by acrimo¬ 
ny and some mud-slinging. But never 
has the EC ilselfbeen involved nor has it 
been charged with prejudicial bias even 
before elections have notified. 

Obviously. Seshan has changed all 
(hat. • 
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Teas that are normally EXPORTED 
Now preserved for you. By TARGETT 

Darjeeling Salute. Fresh from the eiKhanting 
Himalayan slopes. And Assam Salute. Premium 
CTC Teas from Assam. Both worldclass 
blerids. Preserved exclusively for you by the 
connoisseur in teas. TARGETT. The experts ii> 
tea casting, blending and buying for over 
3 decades. 


For ulcimace freshness* 

we sell only by mail order. 
Packed in re-usable Poarlpet jars, after 
we receive your order, the te.isaie 
hand delivered to you. Thac^ fresh. 


worldclass toothbrushes for you. 

Free TARGETT toothbrushes 

* a cut above. 

And every pack comes with 4 TARGETT 
toothbrushes, free. German'designed, made on 
German machines, with imponed American 
Dupont bristles. Your mornings with TARGETT 
will now be so much fresher I 

So, rush in your enquiry 

and biK)k your jars of ir 
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Darjeeling Salute. And _ 

get free TARGETT ^ 
toothbrushes. ^ ^ 


Free! 
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New oeini 110 002. 


PiMi* Hf>e me $00» oc Dv)Mllne SUM/ 
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Election fever 


But can Narasimha Rao keep his promise of holding polls in Kashmir? 


vcr binee Prime Minisier Nvastm- 
ha Rao declared in his Independ¬ 
ence Day speech last year that 
elections would soon be held in Kash¬ 
mir. the Centre has taken many step^ 
towards rcstonng popular rule in the 
troubled state, Firsi. the Prime Minister 
himself took chari;e of Kashmir affairs. 
Then, the central government released 
sudt militant leaders a.% Yasin Malik and 
Shabir Ahmad Shah, hoping that 
they wou Id be abl e to con- 
Vince the people of Kash* 
mir of the need for elec- 
tions. All through Union 
miniKters like FLtJesh V 

Pilot. Sulman Khiirshid | 

and Chulam Nabi A/,ad I 

have Joined the chorus | 

demanding early polls in | 

ihc Mate. 

Other issues like the 
reconstitution of Ihc Deli- 
niiution Commission 
was also sorted out Gut 
just when ii seemed that 
the elec lion process hud 
picked up momenium. 
the efTorts ol the Centre 
received a setback. Jusli- 
cc C,A. Kiichay. one oJ 
the members of the Deli- * 

milaiion Commission. B'• ?*’ 
resigned from his post. ^ 1^^^ 
Incidentally, the commis- 
sion was assigned the 
task of carving out 11 
new constituencies m the 
state for raising the mem¬ 
bership of the Assembly to 87 from 
the earlier 76 seats. It is nearly three 
months since Justice Kuchay quit the 
commission, but the state autbonties 
have yet to fill that vacancy. What's 
more, (he 10.0(X>-odd employees of the 
revenue depanmem refused to underta¬ 
ke d)e task of revising the state's electo¬ 
ral rolls. 

The people, loo. are not to enthusias¬ 
tic about getting iheir names in the elec¬ 
toral rolls. Not a single person has come 
forward with any objection in the dis¬ 
tricts of Srinagar. Budgam. Baramulla 
and Ananinog. The govemmem has 
extended the date for filing objections ai 


least three times, but (he people seem 
least interested. In fact, the state admi¬ 
nistration even approached Uk Border 
Security Force <^F) for help in revis¬ 
ing the elector^ rolls, but the BSF turn¬ 
ed down the request. The army, 
however, has performed this task in 
some districts south Kashmir. 

But revising the electors] rolls is the 
least of the Centre's headache. So far. 
the ruling Gmgress party has not been 
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able to sell the idea of holding Assembly 
polls in Kashmir to very many people. 
Most of the mainstream prriitical parties, 
too. are against the tdeu. The Janau Dal. 
the Bharatiya fanata F^y 9iii the Com¬ 
munist Party of India have already decla¬ 
red that (he aimosf^re in Kashmir is 
noi congenial t<x starling a political pro¬ 
cess in the Valley. 

The central government had released 
a number of separatist leaden from 
detention last year with the expectation 
that they would help to stan the pol I pro¬ 
cess But that was not to be Such Kash¬ 
miri leaders as Syed AN Ceelani. Abdul 
Gani Lone, Yasin Malik and Shabir 


Shah ore now saying that (hey will 
oppose all efforts to bold elections in 
K^mir. They argue that polls cannot 
be an alieroahve to the people’s right to 
self-determination” 

WKai must have mode the Cenire 
keen on holding cleciions me reports 
that militancy in the Valley had been 
"brought down (o an acceptable level”. 
True, a number of lop militants were 
either killed or nabbed during ihe 
lost six months. Bu( a 
series of explosions and 
rocket attacks on key 
insiullations in (he Valley 
., ' ihook the suite admi- 
‘ * nisiraiion out of its 

complacency. 

•; • The first was a missile 
^ attack on u local hotel on 

Srinagar's Residency 
■K;* ^ Road. The hole! was 
occupied by (he security 
' T. ' forces and the explosion 
caused extensive damage 

J to the building and the 
nearby houses. This was 
followed by another 
rocket attack on the All 
India Radio olTice in Sri¬ 
nagar. As if this was not 
enough, the militants 
blew up on army vehicle 
with the help of a power¬ 
ful land mine on 25 
December. Senior cops 
in Srinagar say lhal there 
arc still a number of 
groups in the Valley 
I who "can destroy (he whole fabric of 
' any political system tliai New Delhi 
' would want to impose". 

if this is (he scenario, (he Prime Mini¬ 
ster will cenainly find it extremely diffi¬ 
cult to get the poll process going in Kash- 
I mir. So far. Rao has found very little 
time to spare for (he stiue. The defeats in 
Andhra Pradesh and Karoaiaka, the tur¬ 
moil in the Congress and the forthcom¬ 
ing round of Assembly polls have all 
kept the PM extremely busy. In such a 
situation, only Rao knows how he is 
going to hold elections in Kashmir by 
March 1^5. • 
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It IS now two 
weeks tfixi a New 
Year since 

Rameshwiir Thu- 
kur wus compelled 
to quit, India a 
cleaner^ better, 
holier land for ihK? 

I think i| is 
imp^ jint for our 
democracy, now JegenenMing rapidly 
into a defanuKracy. to a^k uuraeivcs 
whether we are addressing the nghi 
issues by mindlessly incanting libellous 
abuse — or whether it is lime wt under* 
stood thui justice and fairplay are being 
dungcrouOy undermined hy the kind ol 
kangaroo court mio which the Opposi* 
tion IS trying to turn our Parliament. 

The charge against Rameshwar Tha- 
kur is straight forward. It needs reiiera* 
tioR to detenmne the extent to which he 
is tainted (iK* repon. paras. 17,64 and 
J7.65): 

"In a ’ note recorded by member 
(investigation) on 8,4.92 he in/er a/ia 
mentioned about serious 
violotiiins by HSM (Har* 
shad S. Mehta) under IT H 
Act 1961..." ■ 

Let us take Ihai semen* H 
c< first. What is clear is H 
that the note was not H 
about Paiso alone. Fatso H 
was only mentioned H 
"mitr ahu". My Concise H 
Oj^orti dictionary deft- H 
nes infer alia as "arnong H 
other things". Thai is H 
what member (lnv*s) H 
note amounted to a pass- 
ing rvferance. "among H 

other things", to the raid 

on HSM. 

Indeed, in the very next pun. the JPC 
itscl f draws attent ion to this when it clan- 
fie,s that the note “also conuunvd a 
couple of paragraphs on (he misdoings 
of Shri Harxhad Mehta*', In (he inieresis 
of the Truth (which, remember. 




Involve^ tis All), plcwse note Ihc word 
"also- 

MOM WAS ihK the first lime Fatso had 
come to the aiiention of the department 
of revenue. Indeed, only two paras up. 
Ihc JPC Itself says. “HSM Group was 
searched for (he firsl lintc on 27 9.90*. 
So, investigations into the HSM affair 
were a continuing exercise and nut relat¬ 
ed lo (he scam until the seam came to 
Ughi. 

As on 8.4.92. iherefore. Faiw^'v *Kri* 
ous violaiions* were noi known to be 
any more serious than they had been 
when Madhu Dandavaic was V.P. 
Singh's fmance minister or Yashwani 
Sinha w&s Chandra Shekhar's. Memhei 
(invesiigaiK>n)\ note was. therefore, 
what it was; a rouiine repon dealing 
with seizures and searches, in which 
only 4fne of 20 paragraphs dealt with 
Palso. 

If the signifKance ot the taut on the 
cuune of insxstigaiiOAs hod any mea¬ 
ning. surely the JPC should have pulled 
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(left) for 28 days. The JPC 
have expressed 

happiness over 
".That's it. Does a 
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up member <lnv) for bracketing the Big 
One wiUt nearly a score of sma11*timc 
crooks. The JK* did not do so hecause 
lumping crooks together is the essence 
of pulling up summary reports: which is 
whai (he rme of 8.4.92 


was. 'Die main file — the 
OIK which dealt with 
action on HSM — was 
never, at any stage. deJay- 
ed by Ramesh war Thakuf 
Of anyone eliw. 

Para (7.64 then goes on to say; 

">le (mcinber*Inv) also riKnlioned 
thai in view of the serious and flagrant 
violations, he had advised hi x officers to 
develop the case slowly and steadily for 
prosecuiion* (my italics, as (hey say), 
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U is membef'lnv himself svho wants 
TO go slow. For (he good ruuon lha( (o 
go slow is (he only way of going steady. 
Which, moreover, is necessary to enstffe 
a successful prosecution. What would 
the exposition have had Rameshwar 
Thakur do? Overrule his memberlnv 
and order a speeding up? Would that not 
have only compromise the chances of a 
successful prosecution? 


THE NEXT two sentences read: 

"The above note reached the minister 
of state {MQS(R)), on the same date. He, 
however, signed and forwanfed the 
same to the Finance minister on 6.5.92." 

That is the gravamen of the charge 
against Rameshwar Thakur (hat the file 
remaired pending with him for "quite 
Xcmic lime" (para I7.6.S|. Twenty-eight 
days l< t he prec i se. TTv J PC have expres* 
sed "iheif unhappiness over this delay’ 
Thu's it. Does a delay of 28 days in for¬ 


warding a paper (o his senior minister 
tantamount lo the minister hemg 
’(aimed’? 

Yes. if the delay resulted in ^ion on 
the ground being delayed. Yes. if the 
delay resulted in the culprii making 
good his tictpe. Yes. if the delay was 
occasioned by the culprit bribing or 
blackmailing the minister. Yes. if the 
paper would never have 
reached the senior mini¬ 
ster's taMe but for ’the 
news of the scam 
(having) brokc<n) out in 
the press and (having 
been) referred to in the 
Houses of Parliamenr 
(pwa. 17.65). Yes. if any 
mhei mala fide can he 
made out even primo 
Jot it. But ncMrilK delay 
made not a tinker's damn 
of difference to anything. 

The hapless Ramesh¬ 
war Thakur explained all 
(his in his staiemem to ihe 
Rajya Sabha. of which he 
is a member. He then 
came to ihe Lok Sabha to 
read out again the same 
statement. The leader of 
the Opposition. Shri Alai 
Behan Vajpayee, exone¬ 
rated Thakur in entirety! 
"We have read his clahfi- 
cal ion." said Vajpayeeji. 
’and are saUsFied with it. ’ 
(Quoted in the Times of 
/mfur. 20.12.94). 

I HAVE with me the text 
of Thakur's btatement of 
30 December. 1993. In 
(hat statement he poinicd 
out that ’the file in quec- 
(ioo was actually put up 
to rrve only on 6.192. and 
was cleared by me the 
same day". If you wondered, as 1 did. 
how a file dated 8.4,92 was "actually pul 
up lo* (he minister inonly2Sdays.Thakur 
explained (hat hb office gave priurity to 
files marked ’urgent", ’immediate", or 
’inqKalant'. 

The 20-para summary of searches and 
seizures carried none these standard 
markings. The marking\ were well- 
known to membcf-Inv. If he had ihiHighi 
the routine infonnaiion he was giving 
about Fuse — which was that his staff 


had still not cracked Faiso's computer 
code — wa.s. indeed, u matter of life and 
death fCH* our economy, surely lie would 
have taken the ekmeniary hureaucraiic 
precaution of so marking the file. 

He did not do so for g^iod reason 
that it really made no maierial difference 
whether this routine file were seen pron¬ 
to or i n due course. A s Thakur rcmiiidc J 
(he Hcnise. ITkere was nm a sing Ic enqui > 
ry or rc minder about ihi s noic from mcm • 
ber (invcMigation) eilher to me or to my 
oflice." 

Do you now see why Vajpaycredcclur- 
cd himself ’vaiKried’ with Thakur\ 
explanation^ 

But that IS mx the end of it. Thakur 
explained ihai 26 days ufier tiuhmiiiing 
his routine search and scivurv summary, ' 
the some officer put up ihc suhsiamivc ' 
File relating to Fatso. Thu specific dale 
w as 4.5 V2 .1 wo day s bcfi ire ihe min isi c r 
was lo pul his ilhohi mark on tlw rouiiiic 
File that had been pending liim with him 
for 28 days. 

I 

IN THE substantive file, no reference 
wa.s made to the pending File. Why ? File- 
mentary. my dear Waison. No meniion 
was made because no mention was 
necessary. The subsiuniive File was the 
one on which guidance, directives, 
ordcrv were required. There was. there¬ 
fore. no delay in attending to it. The rou- 
ti ne File, on (Ik other hand, was jusi that 
— a routine report requiring, as Thakur 
poinicd out. no "permission, guidance 
or di recti ve from me". 

The clinching evidence of the lotally 
banal naiurc of the file is that even aficr 
Thakur eventually cleared it and his 
boss, ihe finance cnimsier recorded his 
desire that "il is absolutely esseniial lhai 
Invcsiigaiions and follow .up action in 
the case of Harshad Mdiia should he pur¬ 
sued vigorously and speedily", there is 
no further noting on fha/ fUe of any 
action taken. 

Hardly surprising The action taken 
was reemded on (he main file. The routi¬ 
ne Flic was sent into yet another dust- 
laden cuphiwrd till it was exhumed to 
Find someihing. anything, over which 
the J PC could express ii.s "unhappinevs" 
On (he main file, the case againsi Faiso 
was punuied will all deliberate speed. 

It is for (he sin of having "salisticd" 
ihc leader of the Opposition wiih hts 
explanation ihal Thukur has had lo go fs 
this jusi? Is Ihis fair? Whiil lessons Jivs 
MKh hounding bold for young men and 
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women winKing to beconw participanis 
in ou; democracy' 

lAiK vou 10 recall a 14*ycar-uld hoy in 
the village ofThakurghaii in the Samhal 
Parganas district of Rihar The hoy's 
father is desperately pour, hut persua^s 
the boy' s uncle lo give hi m lodging to go 
to schrol in Bhagalpur. the rent being in 
the shape of q small quantity of pa^y 
which I he hoy takes with him from his 
village home to his uncle's house 

The year is 1942 . The boy gets caughi 
up in the passions of ihc Quil India 
Movement He goes underground. The 
police visit his father's hou.se lo say they 

will all be orresicd for harbouring err* 

ant lad. To save his family funher 
trouble, the hoy waits till Independence 
is declared a.s the British govcmmcni's 
objective for India before rcMirfacing in 
‘n^urghaii a good three years later. 
The boy is now all of 17 yean old, Hts 
name ia Rame.shwar Thakur. 

In (he same Quii India Movcmcni. 



TheJPCitseW says,‘The 
Harshad $. Mehta Group was 
searched for the first time on 
27.9.90". So, investigations 
into the HSM affair were a 
contmuing exercise and not 
related to the scam until the 
semn came to 


another young man is picked up by (he 
police. In Jail, he turns approver — 
which is a polite way of saying he rats on 
his colleagues lo purchase his way out of 
prison His name is Atal Bchari 
Vajpayee. 

Wc return lo Rameshwar Thakur. 
Thakur inairicul«Hc.t wiih diMioction 
arKl fetches up in City College, Calcutta, 
to gel himtdfa degree. Although acade* 
mk d(SlirK.iions and a bright academic 


career pull him oul of the mire of his 
childhood poverty, the call of Vinoha 
fihave and Jai Prakttdi Narayan proves 
hv) strong for the pursuit of a mundane 
calling He becomes an active member 
of the Bhoodan Movement. 

In the meanwhile. Vardyanath Aiyar 
who, after Paitition. had migrated (with 
my father) from Lahore to E>elhi tu esta¬ 
blish a flourishing practice m a charter¬ 
ed accountant, becomes an ardent fol¬ 
lower of JP's >— but suddenly dies. }P 
turns to his young acolyte, who has 
along (he way passed his CA exams, and 
tells him to take charge of the widow's 
affairs. 

Thus U bom the fimi of Thakur, Vai- 
dyanath Aiyar and Co., one of India's 
leading houses in the line. Thakur's pro¬ 
fessional incurTK rises exponentially lo 
several lakhsamunih. Much of it is giv¬ 
en away in charily — largely to found¬ 
ing eduratitmal mstUuiions in and 
around his village in (he Sanihal 
Parganas. 

THAKUR RCeOMES 4 minister. I 
inviic him 10 my cunsUiuency. Wc agree 
to fly (here together. His stuff inlorm me 
with the utmost poliiencss ihui if 1 wani 
to travel with the mimsier. I'll have to 
fly economy — for ihc minislcr Hies 
only economy, whether travelling in 
Indiaorahruiid, 

And this rsihi’inuri who is being puint* 
ed as tainieJ! And all for holding up a 
routine Hie. which did no damage ii> 
anyimc, for all of 2K days. Would that I 
were a Sophoc Ics 11 ) wrilc up thi s drama I 

Why should any young man or 
woman with any imcgriiy warn lu gel 
caught up tn such a rui*rocc?And. il they 
don'i. who is g<»ing to nm our 
dciThK*rai'>? 

And why has ix'nc of this been discus¬ 
sed in Parliament? Because every time a 
discussion IS scheduled, the Opposition 
tears mio the well of the House, shouls 
and Ncreamx till the House is adjourned, 
and refuses to allow a debate on any mat¬ 
ter of substance 

When, eventually, a debate is held, 
the C^jposition simply runs away. Wc 
began the debate on GATT. The Opposi- 
(Uui'b idiotic arguments crumbled. 
They've refused to let that debate conti¬ 
nue. The same thing happened with 
lugar. The debate on the JPC report in 
still to even begin. Is this detnucnicy? « 


C 'MqmMO ri A9 cMm> ar* Aow 0 ^ 
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The long road to peace 


Sri Lanka is on the verge of reaching a compromise with the LITE 




No one utn ever be 
Mire about the LTTE. 
as this couniry knows 
from iu biiter expe* 
riencc. But, as 1 write, 
the news frum Sri 
ljuika is itfie of hope 
after long yeai > of 
death, destruction and despair. A cease* 
Hrc between the government of 
Chundrika Kumaratunga and the LTTE 
Imdis I ike coming into force Even if col' 
led the "cessaliun of hosiilittes", it 
would amount to the same thing 

In bringing about this 
state of ^^fai^. 

C'handnka has displayed 
remarkable poiliiical 
skill as well as pnisc. She 
has been helped no doubt 
by the p^‘stigc she has 
gained since her election 
iks Prime Mini si cr first 
and then as President. 

Bui no less a contribu¬ 
tory factor to her success 
in bringing the hostilities 
I to at least a temporary 
hall — and that, ioi>, 

: wjihin (WO months after 
; the assassination of Garni- 
• n> Dissanayakc and ano- 
: thcr brutal lulling miy 
, the other day — is the 
! almost universal craving 
I for peace in the island 
I republic. 

I The feeling seems equally strong on 
I both rides of the ethnic divide. If the 
I pcopleof Jaffna arc tired of the seeming¬ 
ly endles^s bloodshed. m> arc the Sin- 
halits. 

The army of Sri Lanka used lobe seep* 
iicaJ about the LTTE's repeated 
demands for a ce.ssation of ho$rililies 
tor (he understandable reason that the 
Tamil Tigers have used this ploydn the 
past only to regroup and re-equip them* 
Nclves fora fresh assault on security 
'ur«s. 

A further encouraging sign is that the 
:ovemmeot delegation that held talks 
vilh the LTTE has reported a willing* 




rte&s on both sides lu lifr chc Iron 
Curtain between the Tamil north ar>d 
the .Sinhali south. The idea seems u> be 
to reopen not only the famous Hlef4>ani 
Pass Iwi also another nodh*south tiMite. 

So far. NO good. But it would be 
unreal isik to overlook the huge hurdles 
on the road to rappnpchem^nf that 
would revoocilc the Tamil demand for 
reiarn OndcpcndcncO with the Smhala 
insistence — wholly justified — that 
maximu m autonomy for the Tami 1 mi no* 
lily would have to be within the frame* 
work of a united and federal Sri Lanka. 


A reversible merger might yet pas.s 
muster. But the Sinhala opinion would 
not put up with a permanent merger that 
cannot be questioned. Thandrika knows 
that. A lurthcr complication is that (he 
Tamil*speaking Muslims in two dis¬ 
tricts of the eusiem province are not in 
favour of the merger insisted upon by 
the LTTE. 

However, even prolonged and fnisira* 
img peace talks are a belter alternative 
10 the present stale of at fairs and the Sri 
Lankan Prusideni deserves praise and 
suppiHi for having brought her strife* 
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It would be a ledJess gambler who 
would pul hts nutney onihe LITE accep* 
ting a mod i ficauon i Ls ul limaie objec¬ 
tive. But the real trouble is that even its 
interim demands can derail the negotia¬ 
tions with the government. 

The previous government of Sri 
Lanka, headed by die wily, old J.R. 
Jayawordenc. dkl not play fair on this 
matter and gave the Tamils a cau.se for 
complaint. He practically went back on 
the commiimeni that the two provinces, 
whid) the LTTF. hopes to control, 
would he merged hut the merger could 
be undone through a referendum to be 
held a year aAer the merger. 


WntlwLTTE 
dwnandfor 
{ndependence 
racofidle with the 
SiRhalaimiitMiM 
that maxhnum 
autPROfflyforOw 
TmiiR minority 
would be witMDtho 
frofliowoihofa 
united md Moral 
Sri Lanka? 


tom country to this pronusing point. 

Unlike during the Eighties, India Is 
not involved now in resolving Sri Lan¬ 
ka's ethnic conflict. But it ccnainly ha.s 
a stake in a stKcessful conclusion of the 
Sri Lankan peace talks 

One difficulty will, how^vrr, ;irise 
should the desired denouement of a set¬ 
tlement m Colombo be reached. The 
chief minister of northern Sri Lunka 
could be an individual wanted in (his 
country in connection with Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi's assassination. The problem is 
serious, But a bridge can be crossed 
only after It has been reached. • 
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Aircondilioning without electricity is 
precisely what Thermox has addtessed 
through Vapour Absorption Chilling. 
Even today, black outs and brown outs 
are a reality and rising power tariffs 
won't make things easier, either. The 
Incredible aspect about 
VAC is that it provides 
airconditjonmg at a fiac¬ 
tion <l/20lh) of the 
power required for com¬ 
pression chilling. Not 
only can you gel aircon* 
ditioning without seeking 
additional power per¬ 
mits, you can substantially reduce your 
own power bills with VAC. In fact, if 
your process generates waste heat. VAC 
will convert it into cooling at a negligi¬ 
ble running cost.<100% depreciation is 
part of the borgain.) 

Further as a signatory to the 
Montreal Protocol. India 1$ committed 
to phasing out CFG based 
compressors for aircondilioning - 
which may well leave VAC 
as the only real alternative. 


At Thermax.we are pursuing a host 

of frontier technologies like VAC. That 

% 

promise rich dividends in the future. 

Today, we are a rapidly growing, 
multi - product, multi - divisional 
company. Designing, manufacturing 

and marketing a range 
of products and 
systems in the areas 
of Energy and Environ¬ 
ment. With successful 
diversifications into 
Chemicals. Electronics 
and Software. 

An annual group 
turnover of Ps.400 crores (Ps.45 crores in 
exports alone), a team of 3000 profes¬ 
sionals (over 1000 of whom ore scientists 
and engineers) and a net worth of nearly 
Rs. 70 crores. provide a solid foundation 
as we venture into the future. Strategic 
alliances with international technology 
leaders like Babcock & Wilcox. G.E . 

Bertrams. Struthers and Trema. 
odd a further competitive edge. 

Like we keep saying, the 
best is yet to come. 


Intrcxlucing 
Vopoui Absorption 
Chilling- 

the odrconditioning 
technology of the 

fiitliro 
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THCBMAX 
PROFIT FROM THI FUTURE. 



The new equation within the Congress has upset Pawar’s 
calculations. He is faced with a Hobson’s choice. If he 
leads the party to victory in Maharashtra, he might he 
seen as a threat to Rao; if he loses it will mean political exile 



Sharad Pawar juggles 
and shuffles to keep 
Congress lobbies happy 
before the Maharashtra 
Assentblv elections 



n 29 Dcccnihcf, ihc 
K;iy pi\:ss wilh 4 

|hi/,inc funvxir; m vkwoj* 
Uic cxp^Tcd Uvitm (‘dhi* 
nci (;hicr mim* 

Mcr Shiirod Pjwar hjd hi.vn iiskcd by 
Pnmc MimMerNurmimliu KiKi \o 
and |oin his Cabinci And ssonl Npivud 
like wiMtirc (hui ihcchid miiuswr hud 
actually lesipncd und W4s hciulcd fttr 
New Delhi. 

The new s did iioi nuike much sense m 
jnumalisis. Ahei all, why slmuld Nuo 
recall l*ywar at u time when the puny's 
faic hung in ihe halancv, yiuJ it wuscmly 
with Paw^ai the helm that the ('impress 
could think iif 4 victory ut the hustings m 
Maharashiru Hut then, Riui has never 
been know n lor his prcxlici ubi h y 

Thus, no reporter was W'llli/ip lo lake 
a chance. Finally, it was <leci(lc*d lo c^ll 
the chief minister ul his a'sidenc'C at 11 
pni, Pawar burst inio IdUfhier when (old 
of the rumour and assured the journalists 
that he was staying, pul. At least tiU the 
elections wen over, he added as an 
aftenhougN The journal i sis retired for 
the day. hardly a wore that they had hit 
the nail on (he head. 

hx. that's exacily wlicre Pawar\ 
diletnnu lay. 

The political equations within the 
Congress party have undiTgone a sea 
change since the party got a drubbing in 
ihe south and five cninisiers including 
Ariun Singh resigned last mcHiih. 

Before the electoral and parluimenia- 
ry debacle, Kuo enjoyed an unassailable 
position within the Congress and it was 
assumed that having ridden oul acute dis> 
sidcnce for over three years, Hao was 
nnw firmly in coniml. 
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The prciendcp> tu hh (hntnc — Aijun 
Singh and Shar3d Pa war ^ hikl been 
shown Iheir ptace end lhai Ran could 
now confjdeftiJy lead (he Congress to 
Ihc general etcciions in 1996. Or went 
mventiunal wisdom. 

However, the three weeks of 
(994 blew to smithereens the fragile 
(rticc in the Congress. 

T xljy. Ruo faces the biggest chal* 
lerge to h i.s au I hori ty from w i ihi n the 
pitriy iinj this is certain to have a direct 
bearing on Pawar's status in the 
C^)ng^'^s. 

For ssimciime now, 

Pawar has diligently loetl 
Rail's line and has kepi a 
low profile, trying nut to 
be .seen, even remotely, 
as a potential threat to tiK 
PrinK Minister, 

The new equation's 
within (he Congress, 
however, have ihortiugh* 

)y upset Pa war's game 
plan. 

Now, he is faced with a 
Hobson's choice. If he 
leads the Congress to vie* 
lory which is by no 
tncans impossible -- his 
stature within the party is 
bou nd to gel a biK)s(. mak • 
ing him look like j threat 
to Kuo. If, on the other 
Hand, the Congress fails 
lo secure a majority, he 
will not be seen asa poten¬ 
tial irmiblemakcr, hut 
would face almiist certain 
political exile. 

Awiire of Pawar* % dikmcna. his 
duiraciors — and there are sevcml in the 
state — got together and tried to embar¬ 
rass the Maralha strongman. Their main 
aim was to ensure that Pawar had the 
least .say in the selection of candidates 
for the forthcoming AssemMy polls. 

The dissidents, Rao fell, hod lobe con* 
trol led and so he told former chie f m i ni • 
stcr Sudhakarrao Naik and his people to 
lay off Pawar for the momeni, fn fact, 
Roo also rcjecied die idea spawned by 


some Pawar detnerors that Naik. cur* 
renily the Governor of Himachal 
Prad^, should conw hvk and join 
active politics in his home suuc 

However, Rao also tried lo plea&e the 
anti'Pawar lobby by forming the state 
election comcnitice to make a short*]iM 
of the potential candidates from 
Maharashtra, 

The committee, to Pawar' s ample dis* 
comfiture, had i>n it at least half*a*doMn 
of his deiraciors. It included former 
chief ministers Shivajirao Pvil- 
Nilangckar and Abduf Rchman A Mu* 


party, as the anti-Pawar lobby has 
already wan>cd. 

The various lobbies within the stale 
Congress arc currently active, demuixl- 
ing their Tair share’ of parly 
nominations. 

For lour omsccutivc days, a mrla of 
was on ai Tilak R ha van. the Mubu* 
rashira Pradesh Congress Committee 
(MPCC) headguartem, where nearly 
4,00D contenders, with thousands of 
Iheir sup^iorters, congregated, hoping 
for iKkcts. 

Women candidates, already assua'd 
of the 30 percent ricais that have been set 
aside ftw them, were seeking more. And 
there were others — the National Siu* 
denis Union of India lobby, the Youth 
Congntss lobby, the loyalists and the 
ncW'ConveHs* lobby 



U nder the circumstan* 
CCS. the most Jifli- 
cult task for Pawar and 
the Congress would be to 
keep in check the grow¬ 
ing tendency among par¬ 
ly men to contest clcc- 
liiKis ax rebels, rf denied 
noml nation. 

Already, h but tie of 
sorts has hniken out 
amongst them over the 
fate 111 the 35-odd MlAs 
who ioiiicd the Congrc.ss 
myK afta the 1991 pari i amen* 
lary elections — t from 
j the Shiv Sena, 12 from 

Th«tfl|ildMtllM janalu ,1^ 

rest, Congress rebels, 
who contcsied and won 
h^d littto My Ni tM as Independents 
»e«dB>tioni But A number of C'ongrcs- 

srreri have demanded 
liMp liMte off defectors should 

PowwfortiM tickets, instead, 

ihey suggest, people who 
fought the elcclirms and 
lost the Iasi lime, .should 

lay. Congrcx.s spt^cMnan Viihal Gadgil be m>minated. 

arid Vidarhha MP Vilas Muiicmwor. all Housing minister Chhagan Bhujbal. 

arch* rivals of Pawar. who led the 15 ML As from the ,Shiv 

Sena during the split in December 1991. 
'Hie apfioimmcm of such a committee dismissed theories that there was 
put paid to whatever hopes Pawar had of widespread dissent against the Sena 
a free hand in the selection of candidates defectors within the Conga'ss. 'Who h 
for at least 2fX) of the 2HH scats in the going to challenge me in my cimsliluim* 
Axsemhiy. It means that Pawar will cy? And isihegucueofcjmlidatesooly 
have to coneexk a foi r number of seals to for the 15 scats ihai we had won iIk I uxt 
his detractors. If he docs nut agree, he lime? Which constituency has less than 
will see unprecedented revolt within the 10 asjHranLs?” he asks. He says that (he 


A.R. ANTULAY 

R«o alM tried to 
plooao tho 
anti»Pawar lobby by 
Including its mon tn 
the eeloction 
committee. The 
Pewar camp is most 
upset by the 
inclusion of Antulay 
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Soft looks. 

All white interiors. 

And very, very 

flexible. 



•oft look 


PresentiQg Ihe new Cold Gold Dehtze. 


The idea Ivauiy wich an acicni ivy utiticy. 

The nnJy 165 h irfnj^Taicx in its (iass with a 
Mifi luck and all white intehoni Fnifn llte 
Audi T^'VfCd door handle to the crystal 
(Vai ve^iabie and huner trays, this rdVi^terator 
say.s It all in lenns of .style. Fk.'sides spt eiin^ a 
whukr new host oT IWxihle feaiures. 


r 



Godrej Makes 



than ever before 




REFRIGERATORS 


THE PROMISE OF GOOD LIVING 




like the new sbelf-flap. lliai can be raised to 
create room for additional ho^Ic^. Or even a 
tall A snugper. WhKh hokls your 
bottles in place. So ihc'y don't shake or tumMe 
when you clof« the door. 

Ihere's even an exm mlnl-shelf on the* 
door To hold Mnall items. Or the odd 
chtjcolaies. 

And \\w motecure control Which lets yiu 



Moivturo 

eoMrcil 


adjust the molstum level in your vejteiahie 
crisper. So vegetables stay fresli. Longer. 

Plus adjustable sbebro that let you design the 
interiors c if your (xikl Gold I )eltjxc Tlte way y( hj 
want ft. 

What's moa*. all this nifnes wrtli die advantag<^s 
i/PllF 

The new Gold Dehue from Godrej. 

Any way you kxik at it, it's a winner. 
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COLD GOLD 
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POLITICS 


WHO NEXT? 

If Pawar moves to Delhi? 


lAfhc 

VVM 


r Shainu) Pawar returned lo 
Miihur»Uiird m March 1993. 


be said he Had come back to sci the 
Congress' huuite in <vdcT and to lead 
(he party to victory in the neat Asnem* 
bly elections. 

Of the two tasks, he has already 
accomplished one: today, (he Maha* 
rashtra Congress is in a fv better 
shape than what it was when hiwar 
((Kik over from SwJhakarrao Naik. 
As fix the second, he is close to fullil- 
ling that. too. widt the party looking 
set to retain the state in the Tebruary 
elections. 

Thus, it is almost certain that 
pawar would like to get back to New 
Delhi Koori after the eiections. And 
that opens up the chances fur a nurr^ 
her of aspirants to (he chief mini> 
star's post. 

Thwgh there are a close to dozen 
contend^ — including ^ent forces 
like ex<hief ministers A.R. AntuUy 
and Shjvajirao Patil*Nllangekar — 
the banie for the lop slot will he 
fought between Vilasmo Deshmukh, 
Ihe revenue minister, and Padamsinh 
Patil. the home minister. Hailing 
from the districts of Osmanahad and 
Lalur. the two could go neck and 
neck. 

Deshmukh, m influential leader 
from Marathwada, is seen as a young 
and dynamic minister. His in^KXian- 
cc can be gauged from the fact that he 
has been in all Congress Cabinets 
over the last two decades, irrespcc* 
live of the faction that held sway. 
And this time, he haa made it known 
that he wants the lop job. In fact. 
Deshmukh arxl Paul had fought for 
the position in Pehntary 1993, afler 
Naik was removed from the chief 
ministership by the CongrcHS high 
command, 

Thift lime, loo, Deshmukh has 

dropped hints that he should be treat* 
ed as a serious coMcnder for the pusi 
should Puwar go to Delhi. "If he 
chooses io lead the Congivsi, then, 
uf course, there is no question of any* 
body else being in the race. But if he 
ix not, then the next chief minister of 


Maharashtra should be from the 
neglected Marathwada region.* says 
Deshmukh. 

Although he seems a I ikely candid* 
ate—is an able alminisimor. has 
handled a varkty of portfolios and 
ha.s good grass*rDOls support — 
Deshmukh has one serious proMem. 
He is seen as being much too 
anti'Pawar. 

By contrast. Padamsinh Patil. 
Pawar's bni(her*in*law. is one of the 
chief minister's clotcsl confidants 
and can expect the strongest support 
flxxn him. Patil. (oo. has been in aeve* 
ral ministries and haf handled a 


DaaliiMidi and PnIM w« 



range 4 ^ portfolios. He was amongst 
(he topcontendeiK for the pCKt in July 
1991 when Pawar moved to Delhi. 
But Pawar had then nominaici) 
Sudhakamio Naik. 

But Pawar is bound to push for 
Patil after the deciions. And he indi* 
caicd that he was grooming Pali! fur 
the post whenbe handed him the sen* 
hiiive portfolio of home about six 
months ago. 


party should take into account the ments 
of (he candidates and then allocate scan, 
rather than assuage lobby sentiments. 

MPCC president Shivaji Deshmukh 
Idd newbpenuxis that the Congress was 
going to nominate new faces ir about 33 
per cent uf the scats. This is expected as 
30 per cent of the seats, that have been 
reserved fix women. caJI for fresh luces, 
This will pose another problem as 
people making way for women catKlida* 
ICS are seeking renominytlon from other 
consiiiuenciex. 

'More than 3.7SU persons have appli* 
cd for the 2K8 seats in the Assembly. 
How are we to fulfil all the demands?" 
asks a member of the selection com mil* 
ice. 

So. Pawar will have to Ji» some hard 
thinking over the next few days 10 dcci* 
de if he should give enough tickets ui dU* 
skknis or Just pack the slots with bis 
own men. 


approaches, [f Pawar allows bis detrac* 
iixs a fair >hart of seats, he w i II5 rul h i m • 
self m a piquant situation after the pt^ls 
where he would no longer command 
total support and loyally ol (he (Ttxigress 
Legislature Party. 

This will he crucial for Pawar, if he is 
to ensure that the next chief minister is 
someone he can trust corr^leicly, someo* 
ne 1 i kc the L'urri.'nt home mi ni sier Pa Jurn 
sinh Patil. Having burnt his fingers with 
his iinc'lime proicgc Sudhaknr Naik. 
Pawar is rk> longer keen cxi experiment.s. 

Whatever be ;1 k course of cvenis. the 
next five weeks could very well decide 
hinv Sharail Paw«u spends his next new 
year-** in glory or in anonymity, » 












POWER PIAY 


AAJIV5HUKLA 


More loyal than the King 


Who's a Rajiv Gandhi loyalist and who’s not 



Suddenly, the late 
Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi's 
name is being 
increasingly dragg' 
ed into polidcaJ 
debates that are 
now raging in the 
ct^ital. And every 
Congressman 
seems keen to prove that he is a Rajiv 
Gandhi loyalist. Only Sonia Gandhi k 
in a position to say who's a triend other 
late husband and who's not. but realis- 
ii;g that ull such speculations arc 
poIitically-modvaioJ. she has chosen to 
keep out ol the contit>vcrsv 
IhiKie who knew the 
liiic Pniite Minister will 
say that Rajiv Gandhi 
Has an extremely accessi* 

Me person with a wide cir* 
cle of Iricnds. Thus, the 
ongoing debate on who is 
a Rajiv loyalist and who 
IS not only lowers the sta* 
turc of the great leader. 

In fact, there arc very 
few Congre.s.sineft who 
are anti* Rajiv, True, 
many had differences 
with Rajiv Gandhi dunng 
his pnme injnl.siership. 
but they later realist 
their mistake and came 
back to his fold. Even 
today, there is no dearth ^ 
of Congress MPs and | 

MLAs who genuinely I 
feel for Rajjv. But the | 
monuments, institution.s t 
and projects launched in 
the name of Pandit Nehru and Indira 
Gandhi far outnumber those set up in the 
memory of Rajiv Gandhi, 

It would, therefore, be pertinent to 
identify those who have 'sbown initia¬ 
tive to keep Rajiv Gandhi's memory 
alive. That would perhaps be a yard¬ 
stick for loyally, 

As soon as he look over as the 
civil aviation mmisier. Ghulam Nahi 


Azad named his office after Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi. When Madhavrao Sdndia was the 
Unkm tourism nunisier. be wanted lo 
start a tourism insiliuie named after the 
late Prime Minisier. In fact. Scindia 
also wanted Bombay airfiort to be nam¬ 
ed aAer Rajiv Gan^i. but the Shi v Sena 
sculiled the plan. Aijun Singh, too. stall¬ 
ed many projects to perpetuate the 
memory of Rajiv. 

Both jagdisb Tytlcr. the tranvpun 
nunisicT, und Kamal Nath, the environ¬ 
ment minister, were very ckise to Rajiv 
Gandhi, and after h» 4eaih they uhA 
steps to keep Rajiv's memory alive. 
Labour minister P.A. Sangnu. loo. sum. 
ed a nu mber of projects in the north-euM 


Nanyan Swami. S.S. Ahluwalia, Jayan- 
ti N atarajan and R. Pmbh u w ho have tak¬ 
en active part in debates on Rtgiv Gan¬ 
dhi's assassination in Parliament. In 
fact, PachiHjn has been closely monitor¬ 
ing the progress made by the Jain and 
Verma commissions. He also complain¬ 
ed in the Rajya Sahha that some 
bureaucrats were trying to scuttle the 
enquiry into Rajiv's assassination 
But inou ministers have shown little 
intetcu in the work ol the Jain and 
Vennu commissions They urc not even 
aware where the olTjces of ihc commis¬ 
sions arc liKuicd :md they «uc unaware 
of the number of alfiduvits tiled before 
Justice Jain and Justice Verma. The 



___J 


Rajiv Gandhi was 
an extremely 
accessible person 
withewideclrcls 
ol friends. The 
ongoing debate on 
who's a Rajiv 
loyalist and who's 
not only lowers the 
stature of die 
great leader 


after Rajiv Gandhi. Sharad Pawar. (he 
Mahara&faua chief miiiiMcr. named an 
ambitious irrigation ^ject in his state 
after the late PM . Arid LokSaUta Spea¬ 
ker Shivraj Paiil was insirumcniai in 
msUlUng a portrait of Rajiv in the Cen¬ 
tral Hal I of Pari lament. 

There is one other factor. It is only 
CcngreM»men like P. Chidambaram. 
Mani Shankar Aiyar. Sure?^ Pachouri, 


group of mmii^ers who were supposed 
to interact with the corcuni visions have 
been lackadaisical in their approach. 

Of course, some bureaucrat;!, and mit 
mmisiers. arc bent un slon ing down the 
enquiry as they Ait likely to be indicted 
by the commissions. But isn't It the 
duly of all Congressmen to see to it that 
all those responsible for the death of 
RajivGandhiarepumshed? • 


UMQAT JVnWyTfW 
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Insidera say 
Jitendra Prasad 
Is not too happy 
wfth hisnow 
assignment in 
UP. For a man of 
his 

sophistication, 
the task of 
leading the 
unruly partymen 
in UP would be 
very tough 



THE RIGHT MAN FOR 
THE W RONG JOB 

Jitendra Prasad is the new UPCC president. But he is unlikely to 
succeed in pulling the Congress out of the depths in the state 


T he daily media briefing of the 
Congress ai 24. Akbar Hoad 
had just ended on 5 January. U 
was announced that Jitendra 
Prasad had been appointed the 
new Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee 
(UPCC) chief But before the announce¬ 
ment wa£ made. New Delhi and 
Luckjtuw were agog with rumours. In 
the UP capital, it was being said that the 
special meeting of the UPCC, called by 
Narain Dutt Ti wari. was cancelled. 

This meeting, requisuiooed lo pass 
yet another resolution asking the Con¬ 
gress high command to withdraw sup* 
port to the MuUyam Singh Yadav 
government, had already become a con¬ 


tentious issue between New Delhi otkI 
Tiwah, who had already put in hi& 
papers a.s the UfCC chief. The Congress 
high command had already indicated 
that this meeting would be cancelled. 
But there was no indication whatsoever 
that the Prime Minister wouid ask his 
political secretary to take charge of Uttar 
Pradesh. 

At his first press conference in Delhi 
after the appointment was made. 
Jitendra Prasad, amiable and aniculate. 
fended off most of the questions with 
ease, until one journalist asked him: "Do 
you consider your new job as a promo¬ 
tion or a demotionT' For once, the suave 
Prasad was at a loss for words. After a 


brief pause, he said: "Of' course, it is a 
promotion.' 

But very few journalists present at the 
press meet thought so. And then an inci¬ 
dent took place which shoued that Pra¬ 
sad himself was not too happy with hi> 
new jc^. An ANI camera team followed 
him to one of the inner rooms where a 
sbon. on-carttera interview was to be 
receded. 

In (he ante-room wa« A ICC general 
secretary Janardhan Poejary. Prasad, 
perhaps unaware of the camera team fol¬ 
lowing him. went up to Poojafy and said 
with a gloomy voice; "Poojaryji. yeh 
onp nt kyc kar 4iya ? 

tfl the Prime Minister's Office 
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(PMO), Prasad’s appointment gave hia 
critics (he opportunity lo make many a 
snide remark. Said a key aide to Narasim* 
ha ftao: "Ab UP mein mauut acyega. 
Jooia chaUga.'' 

N o mat(cr what Prasad says in public, 
(he new assignment has currte as a 
surprise to him too. He had been worried 
about (he growing factionalism in the 
UP Congress, Ttwari had laurtched a 
campaign in the districts to rejuvenate 
the Congress party in the stale, but he 
insisted that alt his efforts would c«»me 
to nought iflhe Congress high command 
did not bcver links with the Mulayam 
Singh Yadav regime. N.D. Tiwai* felt 
that since the Congress 
was supporting the IIP 
government, he was find¬ 
ing it extremely difOcuU 
to cash tn on many issues. 

The mavi important 
among ihein was the Utia* 
rakhand issue. Tiwari, 
who comes fiom the UP 
bills, was keen to gel the 
C'ongress involved m the 
agitation, but he could 
mu do it till the party wiih- 
drew support to the Uttar 
Pradesh govcmtneni. 

The Congress high 
oomnuind, liowevcr, \ook 
a different pers'cpiion of 
the issue. TV PM\s cri¬ 
tics maintained ihal Nara- 
simhu Ruit will not disso- 
crate himn'lf from 
Miilayam Singh hccdUse 
he is afraid (hut should 
the Congress assert its 
position in that state, 
someone from Lucknow 
ntighi challenge his 
leadership This may <x 
may not be true, but Nara- 
simha Rao simply ignor¬ 
ed TiwaiVs demand, pre¬ 
ferring to just sii on the 
UPCC's fcsoluiloo. des¬ 
pite the fact that a large 
section of the UP Con¬ 
gress pledged support to 
Tiwari, 

Meanwhile, Ai]un 
Singh d^ii ihe Union 
Cabinet, apparently with 
the backing of Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi. An emboldened 
N.D. Tiwari now decided 
to resign as well. Jitendra 
Prasad, who is a minor 


royally from Shahjahanpur. was natural¬ 
ly worried about all these developments. 

A week before he was made UPCC 
chief, Prasad apparently nvi the Prime 
Minister and asked him about Tiwari's 
successor. It seems that the PM. as is bis 
wont, committed nothing. ^Aapnaamon 
ki list de dijive. Kanmgey'' ( give me a 
list of namcv WcTl do hi, the PM 
reputedly ^id. 

Prasad immediately drew up a lisL 
Ri^t on lop w&s the name of Hari&h 
Rawai, a rival of Tiwari in UP polilks. 
The only problem with Rawat was that 
he had attended Rajesh Pilot’s farmer’s 
rally in Delhi Pilot is nowadays seen as 
a contender for the Congress prestdeni- 


^ip and the rally was lielie\cd to be hift 
way of displaying his strength Neverthe¬ 
less. Rawat was Prasad's first choice. 

TV Prime Minister was away in Cal¬ 
cutta for the centenary celebrations of 
the Confederation of Indian Industry 
(Cll) during the time when Praud was 
ready with his list. The PM was relum¬ 
ing to Delhi and had a few hours before 
flying off to Tamil Nadu to attend the 
World Tamil Conference organised by 
Tamil Nadu chief minister Juyolaliiha. 

During the few hours lhat Rao had in 
Delhi, he called over Prasad and a few 
othen to finalise the name of Tiwan’s 
succesm. No one knew that 
NaruMmha Rao had 
already made up his 
mind. Rao looked at the 
list prepartd by Prusud 
and then remarked that 
perhaps. Rawat was too 
young for such an import- 
am assignment. Then, lur- 
ni ng towards J i lendra Pra¬ 
sad. the PM said. "Aa/> 
kww nahif} chair jmte ’ 
Insiders say that 
Jitendra Prasad is unhap¬ 
py with his new assign¬ 
ment. He explored his 
options by giving a syco¬ 
phantic interview about 
Sonia Gandhi to a friend¬ 
ly journalist, Clearly, the 
intention was to send a 
message to Ran. 

Moreover. Prasad's 
courtly ways and refme- 
ment is likely to cx)mc in 
the way of disciplining 
the unruly UP Cojtgrcs- 
smen. As it is. many of 
them have been won over 
byMulayam who has giv¬ 
en them plum posts in 
several stale government 
undertakings. And these 
people will resist any 
moves to unite the Con- 
gresis against the UP 
regime. 

Then, there's Tiw:iri to 
contend with. Though the 
former UPCC chief met 
his successor shortly 
after the appointment 
was announced and assur¬ 
ed Pras.id of al I hel p. pol i - 
tical observers say ihut 
Tiwari will do all he cun 
to make life hell for the 
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CLITICS 


The revolt in Tamil Nadu 

Narasimha Rao 's trip to the state to attend the World Tamil Conference 

precipitates a crisis in the party 


W hy <li<i Prime Minister P.V. 

N vasimhe Rao atieod the 
valedictory ftmction of the Ei^uh 
World Tunil Conference in 
Thanjsvur, brvsbing aside advice 
of the sute Governor Channa Reddy 
and the threats of revolt from Tamil 
Nadu Cor)|^ pmideni V.K. 
Ramamunhi? 

This is one question that has been 
tfitatmi the minds of local 
Congreasioen in Tamil Nadu wd 
several theories are beinj barsdkd 


I SOD. ftabbakan Rao> in setting 
hii fHher to attstd ibe ‘nmjavur 
•ftuKtkm. Sources in this camp say 
that Prabhakara Rap has been a 
tegular visitor to Tamil Nadu even at 
a time when the des between Rao and 
JayaUhihabait hit cock bonoov. *The 
taa that ^abbakan Rao could 
operate in Toll Nadu without «y 
proUems, and evM conduct yogmu 
for his father with the fUD 
co op er ation from tfteJayalalitha 
adnunistracion even « a dme when 



JapalimiiiwMilllcecIMVX >■—tM: %mrwi wliUiM 


about According to one, and tSushae 
gained currency within the ruling 
AlADMK and also within a section 

the Opposition. Rao fears thtt 
chief minister JayaUlitha's party 
might replace the DMK in the 
Nadonal Front (NF). AlADMK 
sources say that Jayalalitha*s 
participation in Andhra Pradesh 
,ch!et minister N. I'. Kama Kao's 
swearing-in ceremony has rattled the 
PM and that Rao had decided to 
cone to Thajavur only to placAe 
Jay^iiha. 

Anoiber vertioo. circulated by the 
Raaamunhi camp lod the DM^ 
talks about the involveoieM of d» 


the aDiaace had tottUy broken down 
is defimtdy suspicious.'' says a 
Congress leader im wanting to be 
indentified. Even Rmnamuithi says: 
*lt is commontalk in Tamil Nadu 
ihai the Prime Minister's son has 
contacts with J^aUlitha and has 
been getting ^vours from her.* 
Rimamunhi. who had quit the 
Rao nufliatry three years ago over the 
Caavery waters issue at layaJalitba's 
i nstigaiioo. has now ironically Men 
out with both lAd dieTamif 

Nadu CM. k> fact, raised the 

banner fids volt against the PM by 
openly aeioriadng himsel/ widt 
A^ttfiSiagb. 


Ramamurtbi' s past record 
nodiwithstading. his reaction to the 
PM's dectsioa to attend die 
Thanjavur oonfecence bai shocked 
many in the state. In an 
impnscedented show of dissent. 
Ramamurthi aoriounced that the 
party flag will not be flow atop the 
state party headquarters on 5 
January, the day Rao was to come to 
Thanjavur and also declared that (he 
TNCC would not welcome the PM 
when he arri ved at Tiruchi on his 
way to tbe Tamil conference venue. 

Predictably, rival camps In TNCC 
as well as the party high command 
reacted diarply. "Ramumurihi 
should be expelled fhnn the party." 
declared Union minKlcr of state for 
welfare. K.V. Thangahalu, who 
heads the pixvJayaluiitha faction in 
(he TNCC. "He has no mandate to 
take such a decision." he told 
StiNDAY. 'It IN totally unheard of. U is 
the grossest in suit of the party and the 
flag. The high command should take 
disciplinary action against 
Ramamur^.' adds party MP and a 
G.K. Moopanar-loyulisiT. 
Ramamuithee. 

Ranled by all this, Ramamurthi 
immediately backUacked and 
withdrew the call for lowering of tbe 
party flag but insisted (hat the 
boy con ^ the PM would stand. 'll 
was a decision taken in a haste," he 
admitted but then "the Prime 
Minister's decision to attend had bun 
the seiUimenLs of the Congressmen 
in the state." 

But Ramamunhi’s appeal to 
boycoQ Rao was rebufM by tbe 
other factimis. In fact, the 
Thangabalu and Moopanar factions 
ensured that there was a large turnout 
of Congressmen ai the airport when 
the PM am ved. Following Rao's 
visit, tbe battle between various 
groups wiihi a the TNCC has now 
taken a turn for tbe worse. * 








POLITICS 



new UPCC preiitlcni Mofeovcf, PraAad 
hiis hanjly started on j right nme. 

Just a^er Tiwari's resignation beca¬ 
me effective, the CeniniJ Bureau of 

InvcKiigation (CBI) told the AUahah^J 
High Court that there was truth in the 
allegation that three Utlarakhandi worn* 
en had been raped by policemen m Mu 2 * 
rjfamagar. TIh; tempers were already 
running high. 

Mulayam Singh had earlier said that 
if he was provided any evidence of rape, 
he would resign. But even after the CBI 
report confirmed it, he did not bother to 
keep his word. UP Congressmen believ¬ 
ed ^ai now at least, the high command 
would withdraw support to his govern* 
ment. But that did not happen. 

Instead. Prasad made an incredible 
statement in Muzzafamagar. Asked by 
reporters if Mulayam Singh should be 
asked to resign now that the CBI had 
indicted UP policemen, he replied: "The 
situation is not serious enough to warr¬ 
ant dismissal of the government.'' 

That slatemeni has ervne to haunt Pra¬ 
sad now that he has taken over the reias 
of the UP Congress. A^tked a prtmiinent 
dissident; "Does this mean that the rape 
of three women isn't etsough and that he 
wants more to be raped before he can 
recommend dismissal of the Mulayam 
Singh government?' 


The empress high 
command may withdraw 
support to Mulayam 
Singh Yadav in due 
course of time so that the 
decision will look like a 
triumph for Jitendra 
Prasad 


To be fair. Jitendn Prasad certainly 
did not mean to convey thi^ impression. 
But that's nut how it was perceived. 
Quite clearly. Pra.sad will be unable to 
find ready acceptance in UP. 

A lready, his diktats are being rejec¬ 
ted. His first order a.s UPCC presi¬ 
dent was to cancel the S January special 
meeting of the UPCC. Consirtulionally. 
Congressmen cannot a meeting 
w itiKHU the perTTiis.sion of the state previ - 
dent. So they converted the the meeting 
into J saiyagrah. Reports from Lucknow 
irMlicate that severed hundred members 
turned up for the agitation. Interestingly. 
Tiwari. the man bchirtd the show.stay^ 
bnckin New Delhi. 


The ostensible reason fur this is that 
Tiwih did not want to miss out on the 
Congress Working Commiiicc (CWCl 
meeting should ii he called suddenly. | 
But the facr is no CWC meeting can be 
called without at least a two*day notice. 
The real reason for his absence was that 
Tiwari knew what ihcdissidentCongrcs* 
smen were uplu. 

The saiyagrahis passed six resolu¬ 
tions. including one seeking the dismis¬ 
sal (d the Mulayam Singh regirrw. By 
staying away, Tiwari carefully avoided 
any charges of indi.scipline that could be 
brought against him by Rau's men. 

The success of the H January 
satyagrah has emboldened UP C'ongrcs- 
smen to bold more such meetings in 
every district. They have Tiwari's assur¬ 
ance that he will attend as many as possi¬ 
ble. Mass contact programmes arc being 
planned alongside thu.se salyagrohas. 

Ute thinking in New Delhi js that 
(here is no way ou( but to withdraw sup 
port lo Mulayam Singh 'k grivcmnient. 
But if it Is done now. all the credu will 
go to *riwan. Hence, tt is cxpccictl that 
the Congress high command will take 
the inevitable step only when the heat j 
has died down. *rhen. ii might just ItKik / 
dial it was Prasad whogoi ilic high cum* j 
mand Uidu whal Tiwari had failed. • I 



•WHO** 1 i«w 


31 



Jaya’s jamboree 


Allegations of corruption and unseemly incidents mar the Rs lOO-crore World 

Tamil Conference at Thanjavur 


h< TainiJ Nadu govemnwni 
uivj the AIADMK pany had 
worked ovenime to projeci ihe 
Cive-day Wortd Twnii Confer* 
erKc a( Thanjavur as a Jaya* 
hash, pushing the (heme (o (he 
backgr<Kjnd. 

But the controversies surrounding (he 
event lowered higher than the cu(*ouu 
of chief minister iayataliiha lining the 
streets of thi« ancient scat of Tamil learn¬ 
ing and drowned the loudest grice of 
j "Furaifiii THafeiivi vazhga (Long live 
the revolutionary leader)" 

If allegations of corruption clouded 
the nin-up to the conference (1 to 5 
ianuary) and verbal skirmishes broke 
out between Tamil Nadu Congress Com* 
mittee (TNCC) chief V.K. Ramamurthi 
and stale Governor Channa Reddy, on 
the one hand, and Prime Minister Nan* 
simha Rao. on the other, over the poprie- 
ty of Rao's participation, the unceremo¬ 
nious boot given to fourTamiJ schoJars 
— three of them Sri Lankan Tamils and 
one Swedish — lor as yet undisclosed 
reasons, raised a storm. 

The ~(ieponation " of these scholars 
and (he tardy urrangements by the state 
government threatened the meet’s acade¬ 
mic sessions at one point. But the 
govcmmeiu-sponsorcd sideshows went 
on merrily, much lu (he disappointment 
at the scholars drawn from more than 24 
couniricA, 

In fact, the organisers meted out a 
shoddy treatment (o (he Sri Ldiikan 
Tamils, More than I (X) scholars from the 
i.sland counuy. having a Tamil popula¬ 
tion next only to that of Tamil Nadu, had 
been inJbnncd tdiout the conference by 
the Imcmaiional Association for Tamil 
Research (lATRl but were not invited to 
at lend as delegates, observers or guests. 

The Tamil Nadu government was so 
obsessed with iayalalitha's security 
arrangement against possible LTTE 
(Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam) 





The Opposition charged that the conference was 
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atucks IhM it decided to ktep Sh Lan- (and brought up in Sweden). Schaalk’s MLA". He sent back a note marked to 
kan Tamil acholan out Only a couple only coonectioo was that he had spa)t a "JayaJaliiha. ex-nim acireKs", saying, 
were allowed to CORK as special invitees few mcmths to Jaflu to do research Thank you. sony/' V. Vaithalingam, 
of the lATR, as they were to ^cscni the wodc. die Congress chief minister of ncighbou* 

lead papers at the academic sessions. But a] I four were put under tight secu* ring Pondicherry, wasn' i even i avited. 

Even (he Tamil Runisterio Che Sri Lan> rity at the Madras Univeniry guest* All this rtaffimied the Opposition 
kan Cabinet. S. Thondaman. was not bewse before being put on their lights charge that the iayalaliihu adminisira* 
invited initially. Nonetheless, he landed horrK. tion was trying to convert the World 

up in India, and a belated invitation was Jayalaliiha and her government, Tamil Conference into an AlADMK 
sent to him and a couple of his hosvever. paid no heed to the bowl of pro* affair. Arid all that happened all he confe* 
colleague^. tests from the academicianv and fence reioforces this impression. 

More surprising was the fact that the politicians. In the govemmeni'Sponsored side* 

conference logo, designed by the state __ _ 

government, showed the world ‘ 

wiihoui Sh Lanka. And the deportation S' j 

drama began with this as the backdrop. 

Prof. Karthikesu Sivathambv and ^ w 

Prof. C Shunmugadas of Jaffna Univer* VT * 
sity and Prof. A. Velupillai and Prof. f 
Peter Schaalk of Upp^a University, 

Sweden, were picked up from the hotels 
they wcie staying in at Thanjuvur and 
nei^yTiruchim the inaugural day and 
Kcni back home by the Tamil N»du 

After two deafening silence. 

Nadu Simtasunda* Jk 

ram chief ^'relury N. Hanb* ^ ^ 

haskar claimed that Ihc scholars had | 

buen sent hack, dw Centre hud cancel* ^ 

led ihcir Visas. But few politicians oraca* ^ T.l *. 

Jcmics believe ibis »t.^. The govern- «»»»»«••■♦» Jn*HIW»;eMrt»*»call? 
meni hadn't even bothered to inform the 
lATR president. Dr Narobu Karashima. 
about its decision to deport the scholars. 

A perturbed Dr Karashima tried lu 
meet Jayalalitha without success. As a 
result, the lATR general body meeting 
turned stormy and a group ^ agitated 
delegates held up proceedings at the 
meet’s plenary session Ultimately. 

Kara.shjma had to write to Jayalalillu 
seeking an explanation 

That was al I that the lATR cou Id do as 
a bitter and humiliated Prof, Sivaiham- 
by left for Sri Lanka. And to cmbaTrass 
him further, authorities at Madra.s ait* 
pon charged him for excess baggage. 

Sivathamby's protestations that rKt* 
ther he nor his colleague Shanmugadas 
had anything to do with the LTTE 
though Jaffna University is a hotbed of 
the Tigers—fell on deaf ear^. 

As for professors Velupillai and 
Schaalk, they had wily remote links. 

While the former was in Sri Lanka 


WithChanna 
Rtddy bent on 
preventing the Prime 
Minister from attending 
the conference, 
Jayalaliiha was on 
tenterhooks 


A t another level, there was a lot of ill 
feeling okis Ihc way in which the 
state government sent nut invitations to 
digniiaries. GovenHv Channa Reddy, 
who tried hard to keq? both the Presi¬ 
dent and the Ptirk Minister away from 
Thanjavur. got an invitation letter by 
posl on 30 December. "It arrived along 
with the regular maul. * ^ald a fumi ng Raj 
Bhavan source. *]| was not an invitation, 
only an intimation .** 

DMK president M. Kanjnanidhi 
received on^ addressed lo him as "ex* 


shows like ^«^>i^a^,^ and L/rr Hunmehn 
(poets’ meet), it was "Puraichi ThHiaivj’ 
ail ihc way as iuyu-ucoiyics sang pueurs 
to the" liv j ng gi i^ess". 

Take for instance the Kjviiiningaiii 
w hich had "2l>th centu¬ 
ry Tamil poets" a> iiN theme. Akiiough 
Pulamai Pithan chaired the session or 
Mu. Metha rccitedpf^iry on Bhonthida- 
san or Kuruvikkarumbai Shnnmugum, 
almost all the poets were more keen on 
extolling JayaJaJitha than keeping to Ihc 
subject at hand 


JfyiMtma: ttiMiliis Bf a hup patit 





INOePTH 


The govenimem not onty put up huge 
cut-outi and giant hoardings of Jayalali* 
iha ail over the town but distributed 
awards lo ofTicifiJs and schoolchildren 
who had participated in the cultural pro* 
grainmes and had won the debating and 
poetry competitions held during the 
conference. 

In fact, the administration had beco* 
me so Jayalaliiha*conscious that many 
programmes were planned with 9. her 
lucky number, in mind. A massive pm- 
cession brought out before the inaugural 
function had 54 floats and 27 culturaJ 
troupes of \ 0% members each—al I itiul • 
tiples of nine. 


O n the pohiical plane, too. there was 
a fair amount of tension. With the 
Governor and the TNCC president hell¬ 
bent on preventing both the President 
and the PKme Minister from attending 
the conference. Reddy. Ramamurthi 
and Jayalalilha werecn tenicThooks. 

When President Shankar Dayal Shar* 
ma decided not tu attend the func¬ 
tion at the last minute, it looked as if the 
Reddy •Ramamurthi combine had sue* 
ceeded. However. Jayalalitha got vice- 
president K.R. Narayanan to inaugurate 
the conference. 

As the wait tor Narasimha Rao s con¬ 
firmation to deliver the valedictory 
address began, Reddy went off to the 
Andamans, ostensibly to chair a meet¬ 
ing of the south rone cultural centre. 

Ramamurthi. for his part, kept saying. 
'*lt will be an insult to all Congressmen 
in Tamil Nadu if the Prime Minister 
auends the conference. By attending it. 


he will be extending a stamp of approval 
to the corruption that has gone into the 
conference and also the corruption of 
this regime in general." 

But Ramamurthi lost out, Rao did 
come, and the schism in the state Con¬ 
gress came to light with Ramamurthi 
announcing that Congressmen would 
boycott R^ and the party flag will not 
be fk>wn atop the TNCC headquaners 
on 5 January, the day Ran was to address 
the conference. 

Later, however, he mellowed a bit in 
the face of flak from rival I actions led by 
C.K. Moopanar and K.V. Thangabalu. 
But Ramamurthi maintained: 'Naruim- 


ha Rao has sold the party down the 
dram. I don’t understat>d under what 
compulsions he had to anend the 
conference.' 

S.R. Balasuhramaniam. the leader ot* 
the Oppoiiion in the stale Assembly, 
however, disagreed. 'No doubt die Con¬ 
gress in the slate has been insulted by 
JayalaJitha. But Narasimha Rao has 
come in his capacity as the Prime Mini¬ 
ster and not as (he AJCC president. But, 
as he also happens to be (he CcHigress pre¬ 
sident, it is our duty as true Congressm¬ 
en to welcome him.* he said. 

D espite these coemover^es, academi¬ 
cians felt that (he conference itself 
was a success. Said Dr Karashima; The 
need tw a focus on scientific and (ethno¬ 
logical terminologies and further scienti* 
fK approach to re.search in the language 
were clearly brought out. Steps to 
achieve this were also outlined. But it is 


in other areas, like arrangements and 
facilities for the delegates, that there was 
a Jot of di ssaii sfaction. ’ 

Por her pan. Jayalalitha announced 
several precis to further research in 
Tamil language. "Even if the Tamil 
Nadu government fulHls 50 per cent of 
(be promises, it will go a long way in the 
development of the language," felt E>r 
Karashima. 

But the question is: will the govern- 
mem do so? Tons of promises made by 
the government in other fields remain 
unfulfilled. Even earlier assurances giv¬ 
en by the M.G. Ramachandran regime 
during (he fifth World Tamil Conferen¬ 
ce at Madurw in I9fll haven’t been met 
yet. 

For the moment, however, ihe AIAD- 

MK is showering accolades on Jayalali* 

Lha for successfully organising a show 

of unprccedenicd grandeur. Said u 

senior minister, 'Till now there were 

only three branches of Tamil - lyrtl 

(proseI, iMi (music) and ffaiukam 

(drama). Now, Puraichi Thulaivi has 

added a fourth one •— anvnal (scicnii* 

• 

lie) Tamil' She has even coined a new 
slogan, ’fnrum Tanul f^nrum Twiul 
(Tamil today and foiever)." 

The speculation in Tamil Nadu is thui 
iayalalitha may opt for a snap poll to iIk 
state Assembly by June this year to 
avoid being disqualified by Governor 
Reddy. She also fears that he will give 
permission to Subromuniam Swamy to 
prosecute her in ibe textbooks scandal 

The other reason is that she sees the 
possibility of aliemaiive forces, led by 
the National Front and Left panics, 
emerging at the Centre after the 1996 par¬ 
liamentary elections. The theory is that 
if iayalalitha remforccs her ho d over 
the Slate this year, she will have greater 
bargaining power vu-<i-w$ Uie new dis¬ 
pensation she foresees at the Centre in 
19%. That is why she went in for a Rs 
lOO-crore World Tamil Conference 
extravaganza. 

President Sharma didn’t attend the 
World Tamil ConfemiKe for two rea* 
sons. One is that he didn't want to go 
when his representative, Channa Reddy, 
was having a bitter fight with Jayalali 
thA. Second, he was worried abewt his 
security. Apparently, he aaked the 
AlADMK le^rin Parliamenl, G. Swa- 
minathan. in jest if he was also an LTTE 
sympathiser. ThM. he a^arently told 
him to ask (he government to "provide 
me SPG protection, then I shall ^finite- 
ly make it". • 



V.K. Raimmurthl: 'lUrasImha Rao has sold the party 
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A long litany 

CRPF officers move the Supreme Court alleging discrimination 


S erving umy ofTicen going to 
court for redrcssal of their gnev- 
vices ha.s, of lute, become i coiO' 
I moR phenomenon. Many of them have 
I even managed lo obtain favourable ver* 

I diets against the organi&uiion. The litigu* 

! tion bug has now bitten the CentniJ 
i Reserve Police Force (CRPFi ofTicerv 
. too. On 16 December about 30Mxld 
CRPF group ‘A’ officers moved a peii* 
tion in the Supreme Court allcgingdiscn- 
minalion against them by the officers of 
the Indian Police Service (IPS), who 
come on deputation to the pari'cniliury 
force. 

These officers have fil¬ 
ed the petition on behalf 
of their 2.OIX) officer col¬ 
leagues highlighting the 
poor career opporiunies 
in the organisation for the 
cadre officers. The peti' 
tiofiers included senior 
officers in the rank of ins¬ 
pector general of police 
(IGP). deputy-inspector 
general of police (DIG), 
adduional-DlG and com¬ 
mandants. The petition 
highlighted, among other 
things, (he following; 

• The denial of reasona¬ 
ble promotion prospects 
to the 2 .OOO 01 U group 
•A- olTicers in the CRPF. 
which, the) said, is vicria- 
lion of Article 14 und 1^ 
of (he Indian Constitution. 

• That the 2,(X)0 group 
'A‘ officers of the CRPF 
still do not have a cadre 

Although there are ttiany organised ser¬ 
vices with is, Utile it 50 officers, the 
CRPF still remains unorganised. This 
again violates the Anicle 14 and 16 of 
the Indian Con5tituiion, the petition 
alleged. 

• Ihat the rules lor their recruitment, 
promotion and other career aspects be 
framed according to CPSC procedure. 


* That the IPS officers on deputation to 
CRPF conbnue to Hock the career 
op^NJrtunirtes of the CRPF officers. The 
IPS officers ensure that CRPF officers 
are posted in difficult field postings 
while (hey themselves remain in 
headquarters. 

• That the age of superannuaiion for the 
C!RPF officers be increased 10 58 year%. 
Contrary lu the fundamental service 
ivies governing all the central govern¬ 
ment departments, the suprcannuation 
age in the CRPF it 55 yean a.s against 58 



Tlim is agrowins 
disenchantment among the 
rank and tile of the CRPF. 

The trying conditions' 
have at times lod the CRPF 
jnmsio revolt 


year> for the 1 PS officers. As a resul t, the 
CRPF officers are out of the race three 
years prior lo their IPS counierparrs. 

Such disponlies can he dangerous for 
the security of the country, the CRPF 
officers com end. This will dcmowUsc 
the force, raised in 1959 as Crown Repre- 
scmaiive's Police and now engaged in 
various dunes runging from fighting ' 
insurgency in the norih-eiisl and Jammu 
and Kashrrur. iDCurfnngcoinmunol viol¬ 
ence and mainuiimng law and order in 
the vouhle lom pans ol ihe nation. 

Bui whai IS most ulurm- 
ing is ihc growing disen* 
cluntmeni among the 
rank and file of ihe 
CRPF. The trying condi- 
lionfi and lock ol basic 
•kmenilics have at times 
led the CRPF ;dHw« to 
revolt against their offi¬ 
cers. "We share the 
agony of OUT men. But we 
canrKK do anything sub- 
^itaniiaJ because the lop 
Mots are taken by the IPS. 
If we cannoi do anything 
for ourselves, what can 
we do for our rrKn, " said a 
CRPF officer. 

In fact, nmsi of the IPS 
officers on deputaiion to 
the CRPF enjoy a pr 1 vi lc- 
ged position. While the 
CRPF officers continue 
lo face the hrun 1 and oper¬ 
ate in field areas, their 
IPS counterpans occupy 
non-operational post ai 
Ihc headquarters For 
example, there are only 
iwo IPS officers with the 

rank of commandant in 
an operational post 
The Supreme Court hw now fixed I fi 
April as the neti date of hearing fur the 
petitimi. Meanwhile an IPS officer told 
Si'snAy; 'There is no doubi that there 
ore di.spariiies between the two services. 
However, there have been several attem¬ 
pts (n remove these disparities at regular 
mtervuls.'' • 

K$. P»IM 
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WEAK TO HOLD 


A vital parr of the Narmada dam is washed away. Is the Sardar Sarovar 

Project really safe? 


L a^t fortnighi a me of 

lien und dramatic devcli^ 
merits for the movcmeni 
the world \ biggest 
dam The govemmcni- 
appoinied review committee's repun on 
the Sardar Sarovar Projett, kept under 
wraps for weeks until the SupcenK 
Court intervened, was made public. 
And» even a.s academics and activists 
pored over (he issues raised by it eamc 
(he hud news that (he dam had suffered 
severe damage during the last inonsoon. 

The damage came to light only after 
the monsoon waters ebbed. .Some 
h5.000 cubic metres of concrete and 


mck had been wa5^ied off (he stilling 
basin — a viiai pari of (he structure 
which checks (he velocrty of falling 
water. Instead uf the nussive block of 
concrete, just SO metres away from (he 
main dam, was a huge KO-fuot cr^er 
with boukterv strewn around. 

"Even stceJ rods of tw^inch thick' 
ness can be seen bent like cotton threads. 
Pan of (he wall dividiag bay I and 2 is 
also damaged. One lakh cubic iMtres of 
hard rock is aim washed away.” said (he 
Narmnda Bachao Andolan <NBAj in an 
eyewimes-s Matemeni. 

The Sardar Sarovar Nigam (SSN). 
which kepi (he news suppressed for 


months, dismissed the Andolan's allega- 
lions. But it was too late. The NBA's sen¬ 
sational disclosure was backed up hy 
photographic evidence from others. 
And, the Nigam finally came to terms 
with the fact that the d^age had beco* 
me public. 

In a note tilled. "Sardar Sarovar unaf¬ 
fected*. the SSN explained away the 
damage saying that the main dam was 
untouched; that (he damage to the still- 
ing basin was due to 'unprecedented 
floods*: and that similar things had hap¬ 
pened toother projects in the world. 

But the damage had been done. 
"These structures are not only suppos- 
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"If na repaifcd, the whole fouixlaiion 
Will he eroded." wemed an expert, 
Clearty. the SanUr Saiwar dam. 
opposed so far on grounds of eovtcon' 
menul damage and unnecessary dis¬ 
placement. had a Hawed design. 

Hie montlK ahead are going to be tur¬ 
bulent and the risks, enormous. As the 
NBA points out "Some engineen work¬ 
ing at the dam site say that the dam's 
height should not have been raised 
beyond 40 metres before completing ihc 
tneaiment in the ilownstream stilling 
basin. Yet. the pro^t authoniies and 
the States concerned barring M^lhya 
Pradesh have continued to support an 
increase in the height of the dam." 

Consider also the risk to the seven to 
eight lakh people living downstream 
from the dam. Or. the fact that the estima¬ 
ted costs involved in rtpairiog the dama¬ 
ge will be around Rs 70 crore. 

The NBA has geared itself for a hard 
and long fighi. the SSN is trying its host 
to brash the damage under the carpet, 
while the govemmew is taking its time 
to react. 

Yhe issues mi ^ by its review cmn 


As it IS. the two droughi-panic areas of 
the state were to get only (en per cem of 
the water". 

After making this point, however, the 
repon leaves the reM unsaid.' we are 
anxious to see ihm ;he i mended 
and spread of benefits is lunjcopurdi'sed, 
we recommend that the govemmem 
should quickly have this issue examined 
and resolved once and for all,' slates the 
report wiihoui specifying who should 
do this and when. 

Similarly, ri admits ihai 'agricultural 
cropping patterns rarely conform lo the 
assumptions made in a projetf, which 
would leave a dirtci impact on the huge 
agricultural benefits claimed. Rut the 
report does not go beyond its own siaic- 
mcni and say so spec ifically. 


Instead, the report prefers lo depend on 


various assertions made by the govern¬ 
ment. Waterlogging and sjlinisaimn, ii 
states, will not iwcur it the government 
docs eveiythmg it suys it will 
It aiM> upholds the NBA comcniion 
Otai the land available for rehahiliiaijart 
to not enough and asks the pvivcmincm 


nuii« rc^. for msiance, were made lo prepare a coeipreheosiw plan u it bin 
puWic only after the Supreme Court six months. Bui how? Other accncies 
insisted on it. The five-member group too have suggested this with no disccmi- 

hie effect. 


The Santer Smvar Mgiin MipprMMil the 
Mm of the damage lor monUie and 


aa m 


Andolan'i eenealional dtedoeare 
followed lip by photograplric evtdeace 


ed to protect the founda¬ 
tion of the dam but they 
are also supposed to with¬ 
stand a one- 
in-a-100-year flood,' 

said Himanshu Thakkar 
of the NBA. an engineer 

and (he firei man to v.sh the Mle. — comprisini Dr Va.<iani Cowarikai 

Can anyone scnously vay that last LC. Jain. Dr Jayani Patil. Dr V.C 
yev i floods were of the one- Kulandaiswamy and Ramaswamy R 
m-a-lOO-ycar kind and severe enough to Iyer— has caisedciwial issues, questio-' 
have had that kind irf an impact?" he ned the viability of the project but has 
asked, pointing out that the still ing basin slopped shon of siringcoi cri ikHsm and 
was very much part of the main dam decisive action. 

^ nfc ^ JOO-page report, for example, stt- 

Added Shnpad Dharmadhikaiy. aw>- tes that the quantum of water avail^lc 
ther acovisi, Thi^ just shows that the from Ae dam could be much leu than 
wofkmajjKmp IS shoddy. It i* the stilling ongioaily assumed. TTk pnuect had 
today. Tomorrow. U could be the beenpUnnedoothepremiseofa’ySpcr 

cent yield at 28 MAF (million acre feet) 

T u c ^ e. .. ^ Oujara’s share was to be 9 joenunea. onouio tfie d 

^ Sardar Sarovar Nigam, which MAF. In reaUty, however, the amount of raised for another repon'' 
took such pains to hide the damage, water ia only 22.3 MAF. which means Someone has iT^swet these oues- 

;lutGuj«(g«s«ily7MAF —of.in tiocii. AikJ. address the dwhlfihai^have 
fiuilee has taken a Stronger View of ihe effect, that waier to Saurashtra and been raised « 

maiicr and has reportedly sought suspen- Kuich.themainjusiificaiionfortheeftii 
Sion of work tiR the damage is rectified, re projecc will be substantially reduced 


The report iiKo sug¬ 
gests that "appmachcN 
other than land-bused 
rehabilitation should he 
considered" — a recom¬ 
mendation which the 
NBA finds objectiona¬ 
ble. "U demon stMics a 
fundomenial luck o 1 
understanding ubout land- 
based communities." said 

31 activist. 

The long awaited review committee 
report also criticises the govern meiil for 
releasing forest land for reJiabilitatlon 
and recommends dial studies on the pro¬ 
ject's environmental impact be complet¬ 
ed on lime. Again, however, it fads to 
specify exactly how' this is to he done. 
Admittedly, the review explcnie*; 
many myths perpetuated by the dam 
authorities and the govemmem. But it 
does nut gu far enough In suggesting 
practical ways ewt of the probicias n has 
identified. Should the demand now be 
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RAJDEEP SARDESAl 



The Original Bad Guy 




B Cdbsius AO longer 

Has a lean and 
hungry look. Judg* 
ing from his expan* 
ding midnff. ihe 
Maharashtra chief 
minister. Shared 
Pawar. has not lost 
his appetite for 
masale bhaai. Nor 
his hunger for power. There is an old 
Maratha saying that when a leader puu 
on weight, itis a sign that hi$ siws ait on 
the ascendant. TIk next couple of 
month.s will test the predictions about 
politics in the Deccan plateau. Febnuh 
ry’s Assembly polls in Maharashtre are 
l^war's biggest political trial yet. Nara* 
simha Rao has been able to Wame the 
stale unit for the Andhra debacle, but 
Pawar wilt have nowhere to turn if the 
Congress comes a cropper in Maha* 
rashtra. Thi s is the last Congress bast ion 
and defeat here would j usti fy the obituar* 
ies (hat are being written for the pany oi 
the Freedom Movement. 

Pawar is aware of the enormity of the 
task before him. The anii-incumbency 
fKlor, continual infighting, desertion 
by Muslims and corruption, charges 
have weakened the Congress, Says Ihe 
chief minister, "It is never easy fora rul* 
ing parly hut I still believe that the 
people of Maharashtra will support the 
Congress because of our (rack*reci^ of 
being developmcnt'ConsciouN.'' 

But apart from the "development" 
trump card. Pawar may have one final 
joker in the pack — the Shiv Sena chief, 
Bal Thackeray. Ask Pawar about his 
exponent and he says. "Well. Balasaheb 
aiiracts crowds but that doesn't mean 
(hat people are going to vote for him. 
Nob^y who uses such filthy language 
can receive popular support." 

Over the years. Thackeray has attract¬ 
ed conflicting opinion. His cntics see 
him as a thug who has used muscle 
power and state patronage to build him* 
self up a.s an extra^constitutional autho¬ 
rity. His supporters, on the other hand, 
have pmjecicd him as the ultimate 
patriot— a scm*of'(he*soil who wants to 
rid ihecouniry of anti-national elements 
(read Muslims). 


Hiadein) lus never quite bm 
able to translate charisma into 
votes. It ts now more than 27 
years since be made hispolitkal 
debut but he remains where he 
started^the ra^ng bull of 
Bandfa 


Whichever view one might eoteitain. 
it is urvfeniabJe that Thackeray has a 
cenain distinctiveness. Contemporary 
Indian politics ha.s oot seen anyone quite 
like him. A beer'guz 2 lmg cartoonist, 
who is openly contemptuous of the 
democretk process; a demagogue, 
whose credo is violence and for whom 
Hiller is a role modd. He ha.s critical 
journalists beaten up. crkkci pitches 
vandalised and |Aays and nima 
boycotted. 


1 have often wondered how such a 
foul-mouthed despot could have ever 
stmek a chord among the Maharashtrian 
middle claxs. known for Its deep attach¬ 
ment to civil behaviour and the rule of 
law. Nilkanth Khadilkar, the editor of 
the pedlar Marathi eveninger, 
Navakaai. once suggested that the secret 
of Thackeray' ‘i appeal was that he was a 
"loudspeaker of popular grievances'. 
"What people would talk about behind 
closed doors, he has the guts to say from 
a public placftm." said Khadilkar. 


I n (he 1960$, when large numbers of 
ftrsbeeneralion urban Maharashtrians 


Iftrst'generalion urban Maharashtrians 
found themselves edged out of employ¬ 
ment by more dynamic c8r>didBtes from 
the south. Thackeray adopted an anti- 
migrant manifesto. In the 1980s, when 
closet communaliSts began to privately 
express the belief that Muslims were 
being pampered. Thackeray's rhetoric 


Bal Thackeray could save the Congress 










provided them comfort. In fact, the pipe- 
smc^ng xenophobe’s utterances have a 
son of cathanic effect; he says pohticaJ* 
ly incorreci things that the middle clas¬ 
ses would never dare to in public, taking 
violently ’'anii'democratic* stances that 


nal identity, he has ended up fragment¬ 
ing Maharashtrian society. When 
people wanted jobs, he gave them 
bandhs: when they wanted the local cul' 
ture tobe prombted. he resorted to gim¬ 
mickry like forcing sbopkeepen to have 


name-plates in Marathi: they wanted 
order, but he spell out an agenda for 
anarchy. 

Almost every action of Thackeray's 
has heuayed a lack of political judge¬ 
ment. Instead of consolidating the 
Serta's appeal in its early yean, ht was 
content to become a vas^ of the Con¬ 
gress. When the Emergency wa.5 declar¬ 
ed in 1975. he initially opposed it but 
w ithin days made his peace with the rul¬ 
ing party. Political lore has it that when 
ih^ened with imprisonment, he burst 
into levs before the then ciiy Congress 
boss. Rajni Paiel. So much for his 
sireei-cred. 

I ndeed the bravado ha» always been a 
mask (he is the only tiger I know who 
needs Black Cats for protection). When 
faced with a political challenge, Thacke¬ 
ray has always backed down ti is easy to 
lit in an Aop Ki Adotat show and claim. 


"Make me Prime Minister for a day and 1 
will sedve the nation's problems," But 
tsk Thackeray to go beyond Bombay's 
boundaries, be it to Kashmir. Punjab or 
Ayodhya. and he opts out on grounds of 
m-healih. 

Today, be accuses (he Pawar govern¬ 
ment of abening corruption and yet 
when (he suspended Bombay deputy 
municipal commissioner, C R. Khair- 
nar, launched his anti-comipilon cru¬ 
sade. the Sesu leader was among the 
fini to condemn him. He shares an elec¬ 
toral alliance with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (8JP) bui does not miss any 
oppotiuiuty to rubbish them in public. 
His party's expansion into rural Maha¬ 
rashtra was built around support from 
the backward castes, yet he chose to take 
an anii-Mandal stand. He is critical of 
dynasuc politics in the Congress but has 
not hesitated to build his own family 
err^ire wiihm the Sena. 

The double standards vc al I too appa¬ 
rent. One day. he orders a ban on all San- 
jay Dutr films, the next day nominotes 
his lawyer. Ram Jeihmalani. for Rajya 
Sabha membership. He lambasts the 
film industry for being financed by the 
underworld bui is a regul v at many star¬ 
ry parties. He ihreaicns (he future of 
Ind^Pak cricket and yei is glued to (he 
television set when loumamenis are 
played in Shajjaf^ He launches a protest 
against renaming Sahar Airport after 
J.R D. Taut even as he strikes backroom 
deals with industrialists. 

Quite dearly, as he hurtles chaotical¬ 
ly from one agitation to another, the 
maverkk in him has got the better of the 
politician. Peritaps, it has never been his 
intention to gel caught up in the formalit¬ 
ies of (be poUiicat process. But the ego-' 
uxt in him revels in the media attention. 
And the only way he can make newspa¬ 
per headlines is hy being as provocative 
as possible. In the last elections, for 
example, he suddenly decided to heap 
praise on Mahatma Gandlu's assassin. 
Naihuram Godse. Bui while such 
remvks good copy, they prevent 
him frcmi evolving into a political leader 
of any substance. 

Solongasbeisat the helm, it is unlike¬ 
ly that Ok Sena can ever come to power 
In Maharashtra. At the same time, with¬ 
out Thackeray the Sena is non-existent. 
Sharod Pawv knows (his better than 
most. No wonder then that he's putting 
on wei^t again • 

WI WW iMT WvarWKfe BiMr rOJK) 



Sharwl Piwir: Ihe AmmMy pollf (a 
Mihartthtra will ha an add 
tnt for him 


somewhere lap into a private bourgeois 
hankering for "strong" leaders. 

And yet. despite his undoubted 
appeal among a section of society. 
Thackeray has never quite been able to 
ininslate chansma into votes. It is now 
more than 27 years since he made his 
political debut but he rem^nns where he 
started ^ the raging bull of Bandra. 
Like a car which never seems to go 
beyond the first gear, Thackeray ha.s 
never been able lo gather nwmeruum. 

The irony is that these are times w hen 
religious and eihnk assenion is a winn¬ 
ing ticket. Yet. boorish Balasaheb has 
lost out and the fuuli is entirely his. His 
image \% still that of the "bad guy". His 
destructive sloganeering has meant that 
instead of constructing a cohesive regio¬ 
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THE LOCAL 
FLAVOUR 


Another Bombay innovation 

newspapers 


suburban 




craj. Met'ti Doctor. Ovno- 
mic, Press Mnucr. Aconn- 
mixkiium Ttmes. Andhery 
Ttmts... Bombay's newv 
sianOs arc burst!og with an 
evur-incretbing number of tabUiid'Sir^ 
puMitaiions« which are. cssemiafiy. 
lival or suburban newspapers. Prorno> 

' lers may say that, profit'Wise, publish* 
ing IS a lousy busrrtess to be in, but going 
by (be M) or «> four to eight-page 
tabloids ihai chIsI In the city, sutwrbs 
I and exienikJ suburbs included, one 
! wouldn’t think so. 

Some of them have been Maned by 
I retired joumatisis and are suburtv 
, centric versions of any generul newspa* 
per. Others have been started by smatt 
: businessmen or traders* 
turned*journalists Some of (he publiea* 

I lions have also been mooted by corpora* 

I tors or other local leaders. This last type 
ot' publication reache.s its /cmih during 
elceiion*(ime and dies quickly thereafter. 

Indeed, most ot these tabloids lead 
very precarous lives. Nt^xidy koows 
when they may die. Nobody koows 
when one of ihem might appear either. 
Their periodicity may often 1^ disturbed 
by the owner not being able lo get 
advcrti&emenis, or simply by the editor* 
proprietor being away, this sort of thing 
often being a one-man show Thus a 
(Jhmbur‘Wc€kl\ or some such paper 
might appear whenever, or only when, 
husinc.ss and the editor deem it viable. 

These tabloids usually have a circula* 
non of between 500 and 10,000. "Like 
heedi shops," says Nond Ki^hore Nauii- 
yul, editor ot Nutan iiavtra, a ^-page 
Hindi newsweckly. N^Uyal says he has 
losi Rs 10 lakh in a couple of years, and 
has hod to cut down his publication by 
four pages. The encouraging thing for 
these enutpreneurs is that circulation is 
booming, but. paradoxically, it means 
bigger losses ‘The thing is that there is 
little advertisement revenue. Everyone 


sbins a newspaper in the fond hope that 
one day he will make profiix though 
most often it turns out (o he a white cic* 
pham.'says Nautiyal. 

H owever, some of the taNoids claim 
k> he doing reasunahty well tor 
themselves. Vash Timex, for insiance. 
which enjoys a oFcvlaiioit. according to 
its ediKv. of about has a profit 
nuirgin of about ten per cent. V.K.N. 
Nayar, a former journaliM in the main¬ 
stream prevs who slaricd the tabloid, a 


IBP: 



city like Bombay. 

Says he, "The mainsireani newspy* 


weekly with a budget of only RsSO.OtXJ. pers cover New Bombay (or Vashi, a 
seven years ago. !«cs good reaxm why a new satellite township of Bombay) in a 
suburiunnewspapcrshiHilddo well ina very small way," Suburbs in Bombay, 


Makin g waves 

Looji TV networks gain in popularity 


N o knger will newspapers solely 
cater to Bombay’s little subur¬ 
ban world. Realising the iitimeiue 
potential that a local network has, the 
cable TV people arc slowly m^g 
their presence fell in this spbm of 
specialised informaiiofl. W<^ng to 
their advantage is familiarity with 
the locality and its cequirements Itax 
a more broad-based company might 
Iwk. 


lo Borivli, a suburb 35 kilometses 


to the north of Bombay, a cable TV 
unit called Krishna Vision is 


its patrons mat than dvy could have 
asked for In euslcmns do nre pay 
for iheir c^le televtwm. On a Rs 60 


tnombly card which is very siraflar to 
a credit card, they get diiccuDU from 
local shopa OQI vviety of hena. The 
abopa. in t^ gu to advertise on 
caMa TV f( a subsidised r«e. 

As for the procramnes offered by 


Krishna Vision, it supplies daily bul» 
ktins 0(1 vegetable prices in the 
locality, summer holiday program¬ 
mes and classes in the suburbs for 
children, school results, booking 
positions on bus services to Pune artd 

lipll PM laMigMIg: finds 
production costs very expensive 
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havini^ the population ihai they <Jo. arc 
mini'WorldH, ridden with problems that 
might Mem of micronsign^finance to a 
city newspaper: hut u suburban new^pe* 
per prints the ideal forum for highly 


localised debate. *My paper was evsenti* 
ally started to highlight the infrasinKtu* 
ral problems of New Bombay, pertain* 
iftg to drinking water, tfiAspnit and 
other facilities.'’says Nayar Formsian- 


AltaMviiBerb: residents are 
interested in reading aboui local 
incidants 


ce. New Bombay only recently got its 
first post office. And it may still have 
been without one if the seven local news* 
papers had not highi i ghted the problem. 

Hw things that a suburban newspaper 
coven may seem ridiculous io the outsi* 
der. but are very pertinent to the suburb- 
wallah. The twelve page Vaski Times. 
priced at Re 1. has also found itself bark* 
Ing about the stray dog fvoblem in the 
township. 

Like Nayar. Vijaykumar iain, editor 
of Andheri Times, also says (hat a subur* 
ban tabloid gets rather more fertile pick* 
ings than it is credited with. The Kindi 
edition of his weekly, he says, sells 
40,000 (u Rs 1.50) and the English 
22.000 (ai Re 11. and hits the stands on 
Fridays and Wednesdays respectively. 
Andheri Times, now three yean ok), was 
suned by incorporating life-members 
for a membership fee of Rs 501 each. 
These members are privileged to receive 
complemeniafy copies of the paper for 
life. "Our ad-space comes to about 60 
percent.' uyviain. 

Andheri is a throbbing, crowded and 


nearby places, hotel bookings during 
holidays, tempo services, weaiher 
forecastx. and even an occasioaa] 
game of housie for entertainment. 

What, however, distinguishes it 
from a run-of*ibe*imll cable TV out* 
fit is the service it renders during a cri * 
SIS in the locality. For instance, when 
the BorivU ladies’ traio accident 
occurred one*and*a*half years ago 
(22 women jumped out of a nmning 
train fearing it to be on 1^). 
Cheulkar, owoer of Krishna Visioo 
and (he brain behind its success, sent 
Its cameraman to the spot to cover the 
incident. As he says, ’’We blocked 
off all other cable shows and showed 
ournewseJip. A person watching Zee 
or any other cable chanoel was itter* 
cepted with this programme.* Quite 
expectedly, the response thai he got 
from his subsedben was ovtrwbel* 
ming ’The same procedure was rq»a* 
tad dunng the B^vb commuter riots 
in Au^st-Scpiember Jaai year, 

Going into local news or larvkes 
in a Mgger way ti Oinank. a M«a* 
thi eveninger. Apart from bringing 


out further localised editions (as In 
Thane) this city eveniager that 
edjoys a 55,OClO<ircu)asion. is also 
going DIO video news which will be 
shown dvough cable TV. Anewcom* 

BpmitwfnttliliVaM 

MtMMC booming business 



pany called Aaj Dinank Cable News 
Networit will produce a 

daily I5^nute Marvhi and Kindi 
news c^isule broadcast oo cable 
tekviiioo. 

Sayi K^l Patil, marnging direc* 


tor and editor of Anf Dinank: 'The 
production costs will be neaily Rs 
70.000 10 I lakh per capsule. It Is 
very expensive. We are not charging 
ttie cable peo^ now, but will i> so 
later.' 

The news will be collected by four 
crews in the city and capsuled by 
about sU in the eveniog. Copies ^ 
the form of video cassettes will be 
despatched through Uniied Cable 
Nenvcfk. which distributes films to 
cable TV units from Colaba to 
Mahim in the city. Other important 
cable uniis will do the distribution in 
the suburbs. The fir^ capsule broad* 
cast in the first week of January com¬ 
prised items like a tiff within the 
local BJP unit, details of the 201-day 
fast a Jain muni in the city as well 
a.^ other lit hits, iiwludi ng a conferen* 
ce on ad^tcion. 

Dinmaon is eventually going lo be | 
broadcast all over Malunshira. with ; 
stringers ni^ying news for and 
from (he main cities. And till (hen. 
this efflorescence of (he cable net¬ 
work can only continue. 











Tht ftray doi iiroMMi: i( found mention m a suburban newspaper 


suburb. The actual area covered by 
Andhrn Times includes ihe neighbour* 
iflg suburbs of iuhu and Jogeshwoh. 
"The populatiiin we can speak to » 25 
Iakh.' saysiain HissuccessIie n inkccp> 
ing his paper sincily local, he sayv 
When the city HJP leader RumJas 
Nay ok was shot down in Raodni lost 
year, AnSwri lunt'^ sard not a word 
about ii. On the other hand, when the 
Shiv Senu leader from Andhcrt, Ramesh 
More, was killed in Juhu, AtiAHtn 
TVmer coveretl a in deiail. Of course, it iv 
not merely news that the paper oiferv 
’ We have ladies' articles, Rim teaiurcs, 
crosswc>nls and astrology columns." 
say$ Juin. 'Hiesc no doubt odd value lo 
the pocbige that he is offering hh 
readers 

Acc'ording Ki Jain, there is another 
aspect the suburban newspaper which 
is •peculiar to it. "The newspaper fmds 
itself working as ihe liaiHW hixJy in 
many conflicts beiwccn the common 
man and ihc gosemment official, the 
lawyer, the d‘icu>f<tf the poJ iceman," 

There ore other, much tinier ouifiis. 
that also claim lo be doing well. Prexi 
Maltfr's . (Chembur-based) edm^* 
owner Devdas Kusum seems happy 
enough with his business He covers 
local news, profiler of corporators and ' 
local leaders, the oR'icers who have Jell 
or are join i ng various insi i tut ions i n van* 
dus capaeiiies. Regular pollution bulle* 
tins of Chembur (a suburb notorious for 
its noxious aimosphcrc) iil-<' fciiofe m 
this tabloid. Us achicveriHviiv ;dl 
the more remarkable in view of rhe tact 
that it is Uicrally a one*man ixitfii. 


< V'm/ii and Antiheri Times have four to 
SIX pe«>ple«s staff) 

Kusum has his own ways of subsidis* 
mg his ‘home newspaper* as he calls it. 
A frecla^er of Mi years' stooding. he 
has his own features agency which ohsur* 
hs some of I he losses from the paper. K is 
paper, a four*pager which sells 5.tNX> 
copies at Rs I 50 each, is pnnied very 
chei^iy on xerox ofTset, "No problems'. 
say» Kusum. succimly. LucaJ hoteliers, 
jewellers and d>opkecpers are his 
advertisers. Other Oiembur newspapers 


Says edUor Vijaykumar 
Jain, "One pecdiar aspect 
of suburban newspapers is 
that they often work as the 
liRi^ body in confiicts 
het'T^ ven the common man 
and the government*' 


C ertain newspapers seem to be meant 
for pamcular interest groups. The 
fledgling Hindi pubticadon. Prabhan- 
fun Weekly, comes out of Byculla and is 
funded by Samata Pori shad, an organisa¬ 
tion for Other Backward Castes 
(OBCsj. "The paper is mainly for OBCs 
and covers political events, with some 
arts and cnienainmcTK thrown in. It is 
meant for cirvuliiion all over the 
country, not only in Bombay,'* vays edi' 
lor Narain Aihawole.a journalist of .^5 
ycare. Wc sell 11,000 copies now." 
says Athawale "A tabloid would take at 
least three years to break even, but 
because our paper is f unded by an organ i * 
sation, Ji should have nuHV staying 
pivwer." 

A person who sions a luMoid had hci* 
icrhe wcll*eonnci.tcd locally, foravaila- 
NMy ol advertiseincnI depends largely 
on one'^ eiMiiacis, Advertising agencies 
dt* not yci lake them seriously. Thh is 
because trbiny of the lubloKls nuike do 
with a news story or two and a couple ol 
cnnK' or sleorc pieces. t)ne tabloidnill* 
ed Time.I, carried an anchor i»i (be 

Oesh trade on its front p;ige and a large 
piece on an attack on a woman by three 
hooligans on page three, in iis recent 
fiHjr'poge issue. 

Says a media planner with the Linius 
Advcftisiog Agency, "We have never 
dealt with l<K*aI papers for the simple 
foci that they have absolutely nu credibi¬ 
lity Secondly, they arc loo small and 
Uk'uIik^. I don't ihtnk that thcircircula* 
non Is as big as they claim either," He 
questions the basis ot these papers* 
exisicoev, tin "whatever is locally 
important iravch hy word of mouth and 
the mam newspapers cover a good sicxy 
when they ?<e one". For example, The 
Times India's new publication. Ham- 
htn Times, consisis entirely of city 
new s Whore then i s the iicccssi '.y of hav¬ 
ing a mt mo liHralised newspaper? 

The pct>ple m the business icci (his is 
an ur>chant;ih|e generalisation to make. 
'’Suburiian papers have their place." 
says one of Ihe tabloid editors. "It may 
be imc that 70 per cent ot them are 
rackets, but that does not lake away from 
the imponance of the ones which are try- 
ing to (uini ihcit mic and whose inierac* 
lion with the pco|i(c :s imicli miwc direct 
and intimate than inainstreain iicwspa* 
peA’arrorcanbe.'’ • 

Helps Mmtmn/$^mb0y 


have not been so successful, and appear 
whenever condition^: are favourable, as 
it were. 
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I's (he of llimli movies. A 
Bombay cab-driver picked up a 
passenger and burst into song as 
they cmised aJong Marine Drive. 
On ly ih is lime, he hit the ri ghi mxc. 
the passenger was Ahil Churjtnani. 
general manager of MagnasoundKeeor* 
ds. At the end oldie ride. Ouranuni ka* 
ned 4»vcr and lundcil the driver his visri- 
mg card. 

"(live me a call.’ be sakl in the man* 
ner of the best Hindi movies. 

Dui then, life divergnt fn>m an. The 
driver did phone C'huramani. And nexi 
momb. his first nxoAl will he rekasod 
His pn/essiotial nanw: Tottfani 
Taxidriver. (Whalelse.’i 

fn a world where taxi-drivers can 
hevome disco singers and a man called 
Mciuw can drawl llirMli rap lumJct the 
name of Style Bhai. anything is possi¬ 
ble No Umger is fashtonabk music the 
prcrogalivc ol rich kids and hweigncrs. 
Now. even taxi drivers can nick and roll. 

Suddcrly. India's elite has discxivcr- 
cd its own popular music - via (he 
WcM. h'orall <»r the bsi two months, (he 
number one song ai every disetnbeque 
has been Chura hVi. originally fcatu^ 
in the I VT^A'cnat Aman iiMivic Ytudtm 
Ki HaratU. Not that you w«iuld instantly 
rvcogfl I sc 11 as the tirigi nal. of cXHirM;. 

Oh yes. ihcrv’s that irrvsistable chih 
nis {“Chura Hyu tumne jn JU ko'O 
and I head's (hin horn riff iJui sets off 
R.n. bumvan's melody. Hui (here's lots 
(hat is diflerenl. 

The rhythm, for a start. No longer do 
SVC hear (he 16-piece percussion section 
from some Bollywood nxonhng studio. 
Instead, there's a reggae groove, a new 
ba.ss line and high tech ramix. Even (he 
vocal depans Imm the I97(K Alvin and 
the Chipmunks style of the Mangeshkar 
sisters ami fcaiu/cs a (hroaticr 
rendition hy the formerly 
unknown Rcema Das ^ 

Ou|Ha and even an 
incongruous rap by a 
white man aficeting 
Jamaican/ut'M.s. ^ 





Torail Tiiwlvtr: Inhkoiable 

( 'Auru/ryoK the wnri of Bally Sagoo, j atilc It iO tonoef tJK 

a* .1. ^ ^ _ t> _ 1__. .. I • 


alias Balject .Singh Sagra>. horn in New 
Delhi hm newly re-in^irtcd Ni India via 
Rimiingham, Sagixi specialises m pro 
due ing and remix i ng dance lunec h v (he 
c X pairiai Asian comn wnity in the U K, 
And yd. rn 199.^. when he first amv 
cd hack in (he wake of Ihc Apache Jndi 
an invasion, nobody was ready lo listen 
10 him The foUowtng year, he tried 
again. This lime he b^ a trump card 
('hum hya had sold 
50,lin0 copies in (he UK 
and had even rcgistcied 
(just barely) on the mam 


prerogative of rich kids 


forelgam 








stream p«(» ebaft. .Purely. 
Ibis wiHjld he his Ammx'- 
nl namuKf’- 
Ninquh.; "Vr hen Rally giive me 3 pre¬ 
ssing ol < 'hufii tiyo 4 frw months ago." 
nxalK Inder ‘Sunny' .Sand, ihe DJ at 
Delhi’s (ihungnio discoihct|UC, *ni)N>* 
dy wanted lo listen to il, Hverytime 1 
played il, Ihc crowd would make (aces 


and wiilktiff;' 

Then, Channel V fcatu- 
w' rcdthcsong.Suddenly.il 

became acceptable. And 
Rally Sagix) found ihai he had a homi 
fide diM.'ohit. 

Ill am hitting the people where they 
(want to Hu" says Sagix>. 30 
yean old and on lop of the world, "I'm 
combining (he flavour of the West with 
a touch of the Hast.” 

Others might argue that he is merely 
producing the flavour of the month, 
C'cnamly. ihc complicated hi.siory of 
f'frum Uw\ Irek lo stardom suggests 
(hai his music has an appeal that is iwH 
immediate but depends <k\ Ihc approval 
of the West. 
















No mauer. Sagoo is undetentii. 
"Chura Uya h creating an earthquake,” 
he bragH in an accent that lakcK in Bir> 
mengham and Bhaiinda i n the same $ylla • 
bic. 'The oMer Mk like it because it 
reminds them of (heir lime. The kkK like 
it because I have included one rift sec* 
lion by Cheshire Cal. And it ha.s a soft 
romaniH; loucb lo it as well.” 

Riding on Ihe succc&s of Chuns liyu is 
Sagoo's album ffsfiiywwd Hashhoci 
featuring a House remix of ChtM he 
fvnhty, a Giorgio Moro* . 

dcr homage in MeMunh 
hu, mthfkH>iM (which 


Sa^ is not (be finJ Indian artist to 
put Hindi music on to Ihe dance flocrs. 
Over ihc Iasi two 
ye». Baba Sebgal has 
taken Hindi rap (over a ^ 



in('orpi>raies a chunk of 
Mnrixk’i’s most wwx'cvs* 
tul production. Donna 
Summer's / frel hvr) and 
ifru mostu/ui (from ano> 
ihcr llurman score he AnuJhistM} rcdi^ 
ne in ii hip-hop style. 


hass line Mokn fiuni 
Vamla kc who stole it 
from Queen) into the dis* 
emheque and Apuche 
Indian's imxturi* of BrummK* Hnglish 
and Runjahi has set an ci hnK' trend. 

Bill only .Sagoo has given Miodi film 
music a trendy legilirnary. 1^1 week, 
the 1901). the newly renovated disco 
ihcque at BumKiy's Taj Mahal hotel. | 
was rinally forc^ to junk its no- 
Hindi-inusK* pulKy as Chura Unt watt* 
ed IhrtHigh the speakers 

In a sense, the discos are only giving 
Ihe public what they want. Admits 
AkNar h*a/al. the Di at IW. ‘Now that 
hfTV and Channel V have started pUy* 



in New 
Delhi but newly 
re-imported to 
India via 
Birmingham, 
Bally Sagoo has 
given Hindi 
film music a 
trendy 
legitimacy 


lodijii music, 
it luLs ha’omc very popu* 
^ lar with Ihe younger geiK- 

ration: even with those 
who don't see Hindi 
films." 

(ihuiigroo's 'Sunny' Sarid is even 
more candid. 'If I don't cimirol the 
crowd, then bO per cent of the music 1 
play will h* Hindi Mmgx fnun films. Rut 
still, the music is diffU'uli lo dance Us 
Rui what Bally has done is to make 
songs that peopk' like Churn foti and 
MrMHktiui - into danccaMc numbers." 


I n retrospect, the trend hkc many 
others begun with Amiiubh Bach> 
chan. In 1989, the star heard a Ming call* 

Alisha Chlni: twitchlaa to HMi pop 
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cd Tamu cm ur album by the Wcsi Afn- 
cun singer. M(>ry Kunic ('enuin (hul ii 
could be uUapicd fcir H i ndi Ii Ims. he ofTc* 
red il to dircctw Riiinesh Sippy Uv 
Akuyh. Sj|^ lumed il (h>wn 

Buchchun then ptYsuadod his fneod 
and pnxlucer Ronvsh Shurmu h) uv‘ il 
For !tum. Sharma ukA ihv Cl) lo com- 
pcKkCrs lai!tmikuni-P>iiarlal who agreed 
to rcorchcsiruic ii (and to add hits siolcn 
frcKii Oivf mr ^y»r Jnunnui us Jummu 
rhumitid Buihclinn wus only insisknt 
Ihul ihc Junccahfljly of ihc uriginal 
should not he lumpcivd with - - u requ¬ 
est ihai Slunnu seconded. 

In he I ore fiui» wasvtHiipIcicor 

the record released, three ininules of 
JumrtHi thummu apfcured in u video 
JtKtimeniury on B.ichchaA called 
/ow ihui \fuf 

The inipuct was instiinlaneovs Lven 
though tiK record was int dVHilahfc. the 
vHig hevume an instant hit and when 
liMlxhan perforincd ii on stage in the 
summer ul 19'M> in New York and I iin- 
don he was mystified to Find ihc uudien* 
ce singing along 

Jummfi (htulvllu‘^ populanty led 
ItiiHli film (Koducers lo commission 
similiir dance tunes. One producer, the 
rotund hut canny flulshan Kumar, was 
more direct. He insinicicd his musk 
director lo adiifit cuaclly the same Mory 
Kanie song. 

Showing a rcmarkaMc lack of imagi¬ 
nation. this n(> olf of a Kf^off was calkd 
Tama ronu (because Ihc original wascai 
led Tama) and also became a hit from 


the Sanjay Dull film Thantdar 

By the tine Hum was eventually 
rcicasied, the audicitfc should liavc had 
enough of r<mo rip>i)fTs hm Jummti 
t humma went on ir» become such a rage 
ihai the lace ManrmAanDnai even call¬ 
ed il Ihc altrmaiive notional anthem. 

And )Vt. the sniffy discus would ma 
pliy Jummo < humma- When Haclwhan 
miidc il rare appearance on the dance 
floor at the 1900. Ihc l>J would pay hom¬ 
age by (daying M<Ky Kante's Tama 
bixausi* he wasn't allowed lo play 
Jumma. Fortuiuiely, the nrwer disctis 
hadnusuchinhibilkms. At RCisinBoni 
hay. the surest way to pack the dance 
RiHir was to play Jurntmt And at panics 
all over the couMry. JumHki ihumma 
was played neni ti> the laiesi Western 
pup and ibsco. 

This treml contimied ihnnigh 1991, 
when the then relatively unknown Fiaha 
Sehg«l was the star cntcrijmer ai Bach- 
chun's ^kh hiithday celchraiHins and 
quK'kly became a hot favounte with 
ructird conipann's and I lindi ft Im pnalu- 
cers alike. 

Suddenly, fndions began to rcali^ 
that if Jt was alrighi to cLmcc to l<um- 
bada. The fiypsy Kings tv Mory Kamc, 
then surely, il was alright to dance u»our 





■c®- 


own imisK. 


B ui. pirhaps. n woukhl have happe 
ned without MTV and Clunncl V. 




0ned without MTV and Clunncl V. 
Says Jucy. Di at Bombay's ROs disco. 
There is a notable irKrca&c in requests 
for songs in Indian languages. Bui il is 


only baituse id ihc exposure of MIV 
and <*hannel V. Tk* nHve popular a 
song is <in the music channel. Ihc iiK>rc 
requests t get for i I, ” 


I SWINGING m THE NlMCniS 


Some pop Sian aad rappers 


j 






lilt Sthpl; The fim Indian 
rapper, Baba iniroduccd Indians to 
Hiridi rap. His Thanda thanda 
paam was a raging hit and though 
he has maintained a steady success 
with Main bhi ^Tadottna and Dr 
Dhirkgra^ he is still riding on the 
Thatida thanda paani wave. 


SMaSMtrAftera 
not-so-succes^iMvt with cwo 
albums of Shetty 

changed Ln&wie bnished up her 
Hindi and came up with the punchy 
fwl- Mjfer Mvmie Joker *nie 
a]U||||||^y sold OV0 2.5 



So Rfi€rv<Hi(m. became known 
in India only when Star TV started 
airing his hit number Arwged 
marriagf 81 least five times a day. 
The Birmin^ain-based Apache 
Lothan belts out a mixture of reggae 
andbhangra. 


Mik Though uTKhari table 


ShttifteHy 

■ithiMm 


lakh copies to six moQihs. 

ApaOt indlw: hxfoborrw Sieve 
Kapur has hffV lo lhaidi for his 
pupulanty hack home. His^bum, 











T 

K he current 
trend in Hindi 
music began 
with Amitabh 
Bachchan’s 
Jumma 
chamma, an 
adaptation of 
Mory Kante’s 
Tama 


cm AsuiK who sang in Knglidi. Thus, 
such hands as Rock M;K:hinc (mtw 
Indus Creed) were cariy M1'V cclehril- 
tc% as were such Pars! singers as iasniinc 
Blurucha and Gary laiwyer 

But MTV Asia quickly realised that 
the mvs niarltct was in Itical lurgiiagc 
music. Such .South* Bast Asian super- 
stars as Thailand's ('hrisiina soon heca- 
me mainsiays of the channel and a scar 
ch was launched fur Indians who sang in 
\vc 2 l languageii, 

1l)c siiualion wax coniphcaied hy 
MTV's dcci&ion nm to Icaiure Hindi 
film music as pan of its regular pci'igram* 
ming. That lell it with relatively Tew ani* 
sis who sang stings in likliari languages 
hut were not stnging lor the oMivics. 

1hov who lit ihiv sUa did exceeding¬ 
ly well. AiiHKig them: Apache Indian, 
whov; Arranf(tui murriaK*' and Cht>k 
therr baamc hils on Wk sircnglh* ol 
MTV exposure; Bah»i Schgal who made 
it thanks to a video featuring Ptaija Bedi; 
and Shweia Shelly who switch^ from 
l*!nglish 10 Hindi wiili the Biddu* 
prodvi'cd Jiihniuf Jftirr. 

By the lime: MTV meiainorphtiscd 
iMti CXinnel V. ilw old objections U) 
rdm musk had also been drtipped. Oyr 
AfTVtlater HtL (iyc) had been the chan- 


Agress Churamani, "There ix no 
douhl that MTV has legitimised Indian 
pop. Fvery music industry looks tor new 
sounds and Hindi film music was going 


critics dub him a pak versioo of 
Baba Sehgal. his first album StyU 
Bhai is a con^i and prominent 
feature on Giannel V. The number 
•SrWe Mni is also a big hit in the 
discotheques of Bombay and Jai 
Menon is well on his way Co being a 
big success. 

MM CWBil: 'Baby Dolf Alisha 
began her career by doing 
CO -versions of Madonna 

numbers. Butjn keeping with the 
trend, she too Aas switdted to 
Hindi pop in her latest album 
Bombay Ciri. 


nowhere. iMo lh» cnvimAmcnt cumr 
people like Bahu Schgal and Apache 
Indian. Or even Khakd with Oidi. Sud¬ 
denly. Indian viewen realised that if 
these guys who arc not from the West 
air good enough to he im MTV, then 
Lhcy are good enough lor us iti dunce to. 
Il gave a huge boost loout artists.** 

The imporunce of 
Ml V Asia and later of 
Channel V was that il 
broke away fmin the . 

American and Luirupean/ 

MTV trend of featuring 
Western artists. Initially 
the channels* program 
mors bclkvcd that the 
way ahead was to focus 


Style Bkai: a grot 
httenChaMelV 
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DANCING IN THE DARK 


The top Hindi songs to groove to 


tatwtfpv Gets entire 
generation^ of baby^boomers on to 
tbe dance floor be^se it ev(to 
memories of tbe young Zeeittt 
Anum seosuously swaying her 
child'beanng hips through a 
hashish mist in Kathmandu. The 
problem is that Bai ly S agoo has yet 
to remix it and the eusting ba^s 
line is not conducive to anything 
other than free-ferm Punj^i 
diincing. 


together perTectly. 


CfmmttfmZecnM 
Aman again. But this 
time It's those bee-stung 
lips mouthing the lyrics 
in Y(iad/>n Ki Banut 
(hat gets the over th in ies 
gyrating to the memory. 
The younger dancers 
are more taken by 
Sagoo's mix andits 
seductive reggae beat. 

A rare cose ot a remix 
where everything-^ 
vocal, rhythm and 
melody' all come 


_ , A bizarre 

ttm revival. R J>. Bunnan stole (he tune 

jher from a Demis Roussos song and 
I a Ramesh Sippy picturtsed it on 

u. The Agha and Helen in Skotay. It 
o has yet ^^Te stayed that way had 

r|)ass SagoonotdedMtogiveita 

ything modem remix. Oddly enough, the 

j)j remi x version works far better than 

the original and the Roussos 

AM IvgiRdMf Ipv Mf; tlw M| tM Mt 






origins are qukkJy forgotten. 


jMMitdhMMHr Even thou^ the 
mix seems outdated on today* s 
dance floor, it remains the surest 
way to make a disco come to life. 
At Bombay's RCs. they use a 
video dtp of Amiubh Bachchan 
doing his pelvic gyrations on the 
video wall to get the dancers going. 
One proposal is to remix it and 
rc-edh the video for Channel V and 
MTV. Bound to be a huge 
iniemitlonal hit if that happens. 

AM k§ gmcIm fL Despite Bally 
Sagoo's best high-tech efforts, it 
remains one of those songs that still 
worics best with a puppy audience 
who can do Uiangra't^ 81 ^ to 
dc 'kook kook, kook* refrain. 
Sagoo's reqjdx does not nave the 
same iropact and discos prefer the 
Punjabi purity of the original 
whm Ha Aron's attempts to 
introduce a Rajasthani folk touch 
are overshadowed by (be sheer 
vulgarity of the lyrics. 






ncl’s lokcn nod lo 
ihc woild\ largesi filni 
industry But in a niarier 
ol months, such shows as 
Martfita Hai, Vh/et^ctm 

yiashhiKk jnd the Tfu 
Great htdtan Maiun i^^a- 
mk Shtm. fcdiunng film 
music, hod b^me 
staples nt the channel'^ 
prQgrdinming 

Nmhing indicau.*d the change iq focus favour of the cantuer appeal of Ruhy 
better than (he m emphasis in VJ\ Bhaiia who mixes Hindi and English 
Two years <iga. MTV hud *i((einp(ed lo and nrvds m jumping mio swimmini* 
dcimrhtiate irs commKmcni u> ih' sub- ptn'K uuhihehlcs* I'J *Uh 
comment h> huij>U.is(mg ths* Bengali 

hcnidgc ol Sophiy*! H«hiuc, iis hall- |n ^ wnsc, the grow ih ol j ciuss oset 
BangliKleshi but very bniiish-sounding ImusK' scene which mingles westero 
VJ Nr>w. Sophiya has been sidelined in and eastern mlluences marks the com- 


mg of age of a whole generation of mid¬ 
dle class kids T?iroughoui (he Sixties 
and the Seventies, the rigid distinctions 
between the sophisticated western pop 
and the more basic Hindi film music 
were never hrcjchcd -N«>w. the entire 
music scene is pavdicaieJ on such a 
brcdch 

Says rapper Baba Sebgal, "t like to 
Sing a mixed number in Hindi and 
English and a mixiuie ol rap. reggae and 
pop \ started vinging in a mixture or 
languages and [ mean to continue sing¬ 
ing (hat wav Singing m Hindi is a wav 
Ki* le.viimg «u( lo nunc pcr^lc *hilo 
singing in l-nglish has mote in common 
with my musical mrlucnces ' I 

Magnasound. one of India's newer I 
recordcompanies.pndesitselfonilsabi- | 

5 t 
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lity (0 discover and push new ulent. 
Says AtuI Chunmani^ its genenJ mana* 
gcr. 'We've done e market survey and 
found that 81 per cent of our buyers are 
in (he 12 to 30 age group. Of these. 65 to 
70 per cent gave a very positive response 
to the Hindi pop scene.' 

Churamani gives the example of his 
own company. "Wc came into existence 
in 1989 and dealt in western music for 
two years because the only non-western 
music was filni soundtracks, 8ui then, 
we sensed that there was a growth in the 
area of Indian pop. We realised that our 
future lay in music that took influences 
from Hindi cinema and from western 


music 

Magoasound claims to have had enor¬ 
mous commercial success* with this for* 
mu!a Chummani discovered Baba .Seh- 
ga) in und Alihaba. his first recor¬ 
ding. sold 25.fX)0 copies. This wa^ 
ctwouraging hut not terribly exciting. 

The breakthrough came about, almost 
by accident. Churamani still remembers 
how it happened. 'We were at a party 
and Van I la IceS kf. iVv Auhy was 
playing Just for kicks. Baba grabbed the 
mike and slurred translating the words 
into Hindi. We knew then that we were 


on to sameihuig.'* he recalls. 

*nwy eenainly were. THanda, thanda 
poani drew a measure licorn in (be 
first week of its release before suddenly 
grabbing the heartland by Ihe scruff of 
its collar. Il has sold ten lakh units, laun¬ 
ched Schga]'s career aixl legitimised (he 
marriage of stolen western bass lines 
and Hindi lyrics. 

Other experimcnis have been as sue* 
cessful. Bate Schgafs frdbw-ups have 
continued to rake up sales, (he bizarre 
Main bhi Madonna sold over five lakh 
and the recent Dt Ohin^ra ovct three 
lal^. 

Tte advantage w'ldt the two-language 
formul I is that it is difficult (o go w rong. 
TTundd. thondo paum and CAnm liya 
may well hea.'otrw dance Hour hits at the 
Ousis or ROv bui even if they don'l. 
(here is y vast audience in the hinterland 
that is ready for something other than 
Hindi film musk 

Thus, many rcvoid> that has'c died 
quick deaths on mettupolityfl dance 
noiirs have set nxiird shops on fia* m 
Kanpur and Jabalpur. Alisha Oiinai 
may be a joke in smart circles but her 
records have shifted over ^ lakh units 
and even Shwcia Shelly is now 



I 


I 





apprxtachmg ihai figure 
After ihe xucoexs ol* Afwche Indian. 
Magnaviund set out to fahncaie a local 
rapper. And after some audacious publi¬ 
city gimmicks, the experiment has wor¬ 
ked. lui Menon has b^n repackaged as 


FALSE STARTS ■ U H it si'vimdits thouiib tUv bf^ttu >i;jy 


1 


llatli HMaB Had a huge hti with 
Biddu-produced Aapjaiit koi from 
Feroze Kbao's Qurboni Followed 
this up with (be hit album Disco 
Demine (also produced by 
Biddu). Suddenly, it seem^ as 
though Hindi lyrics and wescem 
disco beats would sweep the 
heartland. But then. Nazia began to 
rely on her brother, tbe 
spectacularly un(a]en(edZcM).to 
writt her songs and produce her 
rec^s. 

Her career has languished m 
reltiive obscurity since then, 
though on dtf la^ album her kid 
sister also makes a screechit^ 
appearance cm a ennge-makk^ 
song called Afdmo, Papa. 

BhMi: Originally pan of the 
Trojans. Bombay's first beat 
group. Wem to the Weat nd found 


^measadisco (voducer (Summer ^ 
cf42. ThmifromtheSn^Mc.). 
Had a breakihrou^ with Nazia's 
records and retumed (0 India to 
make a Hindi movie: Star with 
Kumar Gaurev. Fi Itn flopped and • 
Biddu returned to the West. 


RkH HMii: ratytiig M Z«M 

munwMMkB 



Has been trying for a comeback 
ever since. His latest effort 
{Minnie Joker with Shweta 
Sbetty) has goi much exposure on 
Channel V without doing a great 
deal for either his or Shweta* s 
carters. 

Fwatl KhMi: The perpetual 
also-ftti of the rock music stakes. 
Parvati had it all going for her a 
nice midriff, a so^so voice and lots 
of powerful patremageoaDDand 
the like. 

Bat sotnehow, she has never 
been taken seriously either by the 
mass audience nr by disco trendies. 
Her achievements are more 
i mriguiag dun imineasive: her 
song Jimmy, Jimmy was voted best 
amig of the decade by some 
Okinese and she camptigoed fog 
theCongresa(I)in 1991. 
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jSaba S^gal, 

seen here in his 
Madonna 
incarnation, made 
it big only after he 
was featured on 
MTV in a video 
starring Pooja 
Bedi 


Siyf<* Dhiii und ulrctHly his qvH)yRK>u& 
I'lrsl .ilbiini hus shificHl units. C'bu' 
rumum admits quiK* hnnsMly Ihut Style 
lilKn s MKiVss IS (WriMsl and inspirrO 
h> Apiii lk' Intliun HiH Ik' Jivsn 1 mx 

ttnsihiii|! svron)2 inihis 


Now, she says in her press 
releases all this will change: 'She 
drops a bomb in ihe musical arena 
with an absolutely fanustic le^ in 
her career... Parvaii wishes the 
nati on peace, love, un i ry and 
prosperity/ 

And then she wMXlen why 
pet^le don' \ take her senoudy! 

AIMia Ghlnal: Ws she too litUe lo 
make it big? Hard lo say, because 
Alfsha has been working at it for a 
while. Her early ^)pearances in 
Alyque Padamsee's £v<m gave 
way to a recoding career in whidi 
dte matched her tiny voice (o a 
MadODi^persooa. 

She's still around and i s far from 
unsuccessful. But she*s never had a 
song that has got them going oo the 
dance floor and sufTers the 
embaiTaument of being known ii 


The succe^ of the new pop is that it 
is a hvif'way house. The sound is not loo 
alien because everyone is familiar with 
western music and Hindi is the bridge 
thai makes ii accessibltf. Finally, we 
have a pop music .scene that sounds inter' 
naiiond but Is very Indian/ brags 
Oiuramaoi. 

W nai can be mure Indun than a 
music scene in which taii-dnvera 
lum into Toofani singers ovemigM? But 
how many taxi-drivers recognise that 
(heir rise to fame is occasioned by trends 
from over the waves. 

The irony behind the dnmesiic boom 
IS ihai ii hu iK origins in Birmingham 
and Southall, lo the eariy IVKOs. Aiuan 
youths In the UK found that Jamaicans 
had a music of (heir own while those 
fnnn the subcontinent had only Hindi 
film music to fall back on. 



Nmti Hhi: BMTtitai 


the midget wbo drawls mujke 
pyaarse Babv DoU k^far hain, ” Oh 
dear. 


Stam PnMHta In die ri^t 
^ace at the wrong time. If Siaron 
had been bora ten years l«ef (all 
15 years iaier), she would 
have beta a huge star with the 
MTV generatkm. She had it all: an 
oomphy presence, a powerful 
voice 4od the ability to speak fluent 
Hindi. 


That reaJi.saiioo led to the Mungra 
boom Suddenly, every Asian locality 
boasted of a local bhangra group w ho 
played Punjabi folk music on western 
instnunents. While such stare as Bally 
Sagoo and Sieven Kapur (a.k.a. Apache 
Indian) made it in a small way in A^ian 
mariets, hhangra never achieved the 
cross-over success of reggae. 

The fjrNl person to manage that was 
Apache Indian who broke with the 
Mungm traditiim in two significani 
ways. Bret of all, he made common 
cause with regguc. using reggue bcais 
and Jamaican pottrif to break out of ihc 
Southall mould. Also, he stoned singing 
in English — Jamajcan*accenied 
English, hut English nonetheless. 

Apache Indian’s cross*i>vcr success 
in the UK was followed by similar sue* 
cess in India. In a sense, Kapur made 
Punjalu fashionable with the younger 
sei. While other Indian rockers had mov¬ 
ed away from their ethnic roots and look¬ 
ed down on Hindi cinema. Apache Indi¬ 
an was aggressively Punjabi and includ¬ 
ed innumerable references to Hindi mov¬ 
ies in his albums. 

Small wonder then that hii success set 
off several utnds The Hindi cinema 




Bui India wasn't ready for her. 
And by the time the country was, it 
was already too iMe for her. 


tali: ThrouglKvt the 19S0s, (his 
man was known as India's leading 
rock star. BtA by the time the boom 
orived lo earnesi, all he was 
famous fw^ wv modelling suitings 
and singing (he same songs at 
Goa's The Haystack. 

Hand to say why he failed. He* s 
very good lo^ng. is a fine 
iDDsician and had lots of official 
pttTOoagedoriiig tbe festivals of 
India Perhaps, his failures had 
somethiog to do with his smug, 
self-satisfied pdaona, bis ifio^ncy 
to turn hiraelf into a pofonmng 
joker (lo watch him perfixm 
Graham Belt a to expehence 
physical pain) tod tbe tepetitive 
Btcureofhis songs. 





COVCA STORY 


embraced him as one of ii^ own — the 
current hil Slop ihoi is a rewoficing of 
Apache Indian's Chok there. The likes 
of Baba Schgal were encouraged lo he 
more honest about their roots. And 
record companies reaJiKcd that the 
music mvkei was not divided into two 
rigid categories: western and Hindi film. 
TlKre was a massive nwlret in between 
and Apache Indian had shown them how 
to tap It. 

N ot everybody gives the credit for the 
new btwm to Apache Indian. Says 
producer Charles Vaz. "'The Hindi bkai 
has started listening lo pop albums that 
he didn't even ackncmledge earlier. 
This trend was started by Baba SehgaJ. 1 


had rny doubu about Baba's success but 
he has proved us all wrong and created a 
whole new trend." 

Bui then Vaz would say that; he is 
Baba Sehgal's producer. Style Bhai. the 
laiierly'Successful rapper, traces the on* 
gins of the current boom further back. 
"You have to give the credit to singers 
like Gurdas Mann who has been singing 
hhangra for the last two decades or so. 
The later form of bhangra came about in 
the West and il was noticed because 
Apache Indian merged reggae with 
bhangra." 

Style Bhai went to college in New 
York when he wa.s 15 and snll called iai 
Menon. Now, he says. "Call me Style." 
and says (hat he will record his new 

i . 


album in the Big Apple, where he has 
picked up his musical influences. 

Like many of the starv of the new 
dance boom. Style Bhai has visions of 
making ii big ioiemtlionally. After all. 
if Algerian rai can make il Ng via Cheb 
Khaled, Afncan music can promote 
such international stars as Mory Kante, 
Selif Keila and Youssou N'Dour and 
South Amenca can give the world the 
lambisda. then can't India manage some 
international success for itself? 

Unfortunately, the answer appears to 
be no. Indian musk is still a novelty that 
yields sgch orte-hit wortdera as 
Monsinm {nmember Missing Y4M.^)and 
had its biggest moment in die \%Ot 
when Brian Jones played sjiar on Paiiu 


T 

X handa thanda paani 
and Churalijanay become 
dance floor hits at discos all 
over the country, but even if 
they don’t, there is a vast 
audience in the hinterland 
that is ready for something 
other than Hindi film music 


// Black and Geo^ Hanisem discover* 
ed eastern mysticism. 

Despite the best effons of Peter 
Crtmel, whose world music commit- 
cnent has led him to promote Nusrat 
Fateh Ali. the subcontinent's munic has 
failed to make any significant deni in the 
miemationa) cha^. 

Bally Sagoo and Sony were disap* 
pointed by (he relative failure of his rec- 
ent single and even Apache Indian U a 
much bigger siar in India than he is 
abroad 

If Indian music is not going to he the 
next best thing after reggae, there is still 
no reason for the musicians to worry too 
much. After all. India hosts the world's 
largest film industry and is poteruially a 
huge miirkei for CDs and 
cassettes. 

Now that Indian.! have 
rediscovered their own 
music with a liule help 
from NRI& and MTV — 
this markei shows no 
signs of contracting. 
Already, record emnpan* 
ies are husy searching for 
new Hindi rap stars and 
TV channels are planning 
new musiC'Onenied pro¬ 
grammes. Now that the 
Hindi film industry has 
also embraced the new 
music. Jt does seem that it 
is here to stay. 

And about lime loo! 
All over the world, music 
is the great unifier. A kid 
on a council estate in Bir* 
mingham will listen to 
(he same rock stars as one 
growing up in Belgravia. 
The message of the bOs 
and of the cultural and musical revo- 
lution engendered by that decade was 
that music knows rK> class. 

Only in India, did the middle-class 
impose its own barriers, begging for 
smuggled Rolling Stones albums and 
turning its nose up at Hindi film music. 

Now, (he barriers are down. Chun 
Uya has them rocking everywhere from 
iIm streets to the stately homes. Jumma 
chumma is heard in the best homes and 
the best slums. 

As Apache Irkian may well say about 
the new generation and its altitude to 
music: No Rfservaiions. • 


Frtyu MM wd VMtfdM 








OBITUARY 


Madhu Limaye 


11922 — 1995 ) 


T here was a small sign outside his ped raaLliAg u» the charges. And since 
door saying: "Visitors afler 6.00*. ceasing to be a politician in 1982 he 
Madhu Limaye always .sat himself devoted full-time lo writing hooks (80 
in the same ea.sy chair and in winters, are credited lo him) and newspaper arti* 
when his bronchial asthma came on dea on politics, 
worst, you fell had going to h i m lo clari • Whai was his pi>l itics? The pan till he 

fy a political ptiint. quit is well-known. He was 18 years old 

He took time settling in and ivux he in 1940 when made seuetary of the Con- 
had, he looked directly at you and spoke gress pany in Pune and jailed the same 
with a rasp, "Haan. kyo pOfHhna thoT year for making anti*«^ speeches and 
Then you launched into the immediate for parricipiiing in theQuii India move- 
task of journalism and when he Utdn'i meni two yean later, 
say read so-and-so piece in so-and-so He quit the party after IndependcTKc 
newspaperhe had written, he was answc- and was one of those who funned the 
Kng your query in five minuws Hat. Socialisi Party i)f India and ii was about 


n 
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Kng your query in five minuiet Hat. j Socialist Parly i)f India arnl it was about 

Whfli he .said was not 
what you always agretrd 
with Some of il may 
even have been* self- 
evident. But the force of 
Conviction with vChich he 
said whal he did, marshal¬ 
led by prodigious reading 
and backed by eapenen- 
ce. made him special. 

When he spoke you only 
heard, and he set aside 
interruptions with fiercer 
argumenls. 

Madhu Limaye is bel¬ 
ter known as the wrecker 
of the first Janata eapen* 
metii. He objected to the 
Jana Sangb members of 
the Janata government 
continuing to hold a dual 
membership of the 
Rashtnya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS). This final- n 
ly led to Charan Singh's breaking away 
and being Prime Minister for the short 
est tenure in Indian history until Indira 
Gandhi, sensing victory, pulled the plug 
on him, 

Uma^ was never defensive about then that he came under the influence of 
hisroleinthat. He was called ail kinds ^ Jayapeakash Narayan. Ram Manohar 
name then. One story was that Gandhi U^ia and Acharya NarenJra Dev. Then 
had bought him. Another was that the he spent 19 monihs in a Goa jail from 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) had 1955 for being pan of the liberation 
funded him. It's clear that Mixarji movement there. 

Desai. who was Pnme Minister then. After that be carrte to the Lok Sabha 
obdurate as ever, never forgave him. But four times from Bthar and was a son ctf 
to Limaye, there was no other way then. Feroae Gandhi of the Opposition in his 

The stones were ea.sily dismissable. ability to gather together embarmssing 
Limaye's personal lilc wb» too much maienals against the government He 
like glass. And after a wtiilehejust stop- combined that skill with an estraordina- 


OUMOAV IM 






All through his poUtkal 
career,Madhu Umaye 
subscribed to Lohia’s 
prec^ of auti-CoDgressisni 


ry grasp of the Cunstitution and parlia¬ 
mentary practices. 

All through his political career, he 
subscribed to Lohia's precepts of anti- 
Congressism. And he much before anyo¬ 
ne else saw the latent power of the back¬ 
wards that could be tapped against the 
CungTthS. Charan Singh's tenure as 
chief minister of Uttar Pradesh was in 
some mea.sure due lo his ideas and it wa.H 
the same impulse that got him to make 
him PM again. 

And it is as an ideas man that Limaye 
would perhaps he best kntiwn 9s. He 
embodied that adage of politics being 
the art of the impossible. 
He was the architect of 
the first Janata govern- 
meni and its wrecker, and 
he gave ideas freely to 
others who came to him. 
George Fernandes Imbib¬ 
ed many of them being, 
perhaps, closest to him. 
And the ones to m ake suc¬ 
cesses of them were 
Mulayam Singh Yadav 
and Laloo Pras^ Yadav. 


And yet. seeing his 
ideas coming to fruition 
left him no more content¬ 
ed than before. The two 
failures of the Janata at 
the Centre left him con¬ 
vinced it seems that even 
if non-Congressism wor¬ 
ked itself to power, it 
couldn't stay too long 

there. 


And once the BJP came back with 
nearly 90 seats in the Lok Sabha. he was 
ihe first 10 realise Utat there really was 
nothing like a Congress and an Opposi¬ 
tion. it was more like the Congress, the 
BJP and the Opposition He knew this 
also to be the end of anti-Congressism as 

AD idea. 

Early in this realisation, he crowed 
about the Congress losses in the states. 
But as one of his last pieces in The Hin- 
dusian Times showed, he was doing a 
remarkable recant. Yes, he was polite 
about the non-BJP Opposition and the 
BJP too. But he had the best words reser¬ 
ved for the Congresh.« 












Early to rise... 

Hiteswar Saikia launches the Congress campaign in Assam 


T he Congress panyrout in the last 
round of Asseinbly clecitons may 
have led to a lot of bickerings ai the 
Centre, but elsewhere, especiully in the 
north-cast, the party leadenbip is taking 
steps to avoid the mistakes made by its 
counicrpans in Andhra Pradesh and Kar* 
nait^a. In Assam, for instance, chief 
minister Hiteswar Saikia, ever (he 
shrewd strategist, has taken several mea¬ 
sures in (he post fortnight to bouM his 
govcmineni's image. 

ill anticipation of the 
state Assembly polls, slat¬ 
ed for Jane 1^. Saikia. 
the party's only crowd- 
puller. has vtaned work 
on the election viraicgy 
well ahead of time. As a 
first step, it b<i» been deci¬ 
ded to launch a 'go back 
to the village' campaign 
$0 tks to tap the grass routs 
support of the party. S pea- 
king at a joint meeting of 
the A xsam .Pradesh Con¬ 
gress Committee 

(APCC) and Assam Con¬ 
gress Legislature Party in 
Guwahati last week. 

Saikia asked his partym- 
en to sink all differences 
and ensure that the 
govemmenf s achieve- 
mem s since 1991 reached 
the voters. 

The joint meeting in 
fact apppointed a three- 
member evaluation and monitor¬ 
ing committee to assess the impleiiicnij- 
lion of the promt ses made i n (he e Icciioi i 
manifesto. Speaking to Si noay. the 
chief minister later said: "Apan from the 
obvious sucess in taming tlw secession¬ 
ist United Liberation Front of Assam 
<ULFAX my governitient is proud to 
have repaid nearly 50 per vent of accu¬ 
mulated central debt to the tune of R$ 
4309.44 crore. We have gone through a 
grave financial crunch, yet at the 
moment we have no overdraft." 

He said having achics'ed the first 
objective, his government will nuw con¬ 
centrate on repairing toads and bridges 
before Ihe monsoon seU in. Some of the 


other pnignmimes that .Saikia wanu to 
implement in (he nexi six months inclu¬ 
de ^oviding rice at Rs 2 a kg for ihe 1S 
lakh families living below the poverty 
line in the slate, mid-day meal fur all 
lower primary school children, housing 
facilities (or .311.001) poor hand loom Nvur- 
kerv, power iillcf faciliiies to poor culti¬ 
vators and pensHM for old peasants pos¬ 
sessing upco three bif{tuu of land. 

Hui planning several measures is one 


chief minister has started touring vari¬ 
ous towns and villages in the state. Des¬ 
pite his frail health. Saikia keeps a hectic 
schedule. On atypical day, he addresses 
at leasi four meetings in the rural areas, 
(ravelling into the dusty interiors by 
mad. silting patiently through the inane 
but necessary rtiuals of praise heaped 
upon him by the orgamsers. Saikia com¬ 
es into bis own when ii is his turn to 
speak. Listing his government's achieve¬ 



Despite his frail health, 
Hiteswar Saikia keeps a 
hectic schedule. Oa a 
typical day, be addresses at 
least fourmeetinsslftthe 
rural areas, travelling into 
the dusty interiors hy road 


thing and i-npicjneniing (hem and infor¬ 
ming the peu^ abouhhem is ^uite ano¬ 
ther. os f^ikia himself is aware. Since 
the elec lions are nut very far away, the 


ments and failures, he logically elucida¬ 
tes on the steps that be is planning for the 
betterrrvni of ibe people in the next one 
year. 

Having waiched his party men in 
Andhra Pntdevh and Karnataka make 
the mistake of going to the people at the 
last moment, Saikia is r>ot willing to take 
any rhance< Tn him beginning enriy is 
winning half the battle. And with the 
Oppositioo, led by the Assam Gana Pah- 
shad I AGP) slil) trying to come to a wor¬ 
king arrangement, the Congress has 
alr^y got a head ittait in the run-up to 
the polls. • 

Mtti 4. 
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BUSINESS MARY 



■ Raising n«w 
hopes 

U a Spot good 
X new»forihelAdiao 
carpel industry wKich has 
been criticised for 
employing child labour, 
industry wateben feel that 
govemmeni measures to 
tackle child labour problems 
have resulted in a change of 
altitude among overseas 
critics and buyers. 



conirovopty 

Wliai’jimwe. carpel 
exponi have shown an 
upward trend, and exports 
have touched ihc US $443.2 
million mark in 1993*94. as 
against US $347.46 million 
in 1992*9.3, Current data 
available suggest that 
gn>wih potentials of the 
industry are substantial. 

The Carpel Export 
Promotion Council, in iu 
w atchdog role, has enforced 
a voluntary code of conduct 
for the trade and has already 
registered S9.Q00 looms. In 
addition (he govemmeni 
has made a fi Im to combat 
adverse pu bliciiy i n the 
media abroad. 


■ Joining hands 

T l)e Unit Trust of India 
(UTlKoneof ihc 
country’s largest mutual 
funds, is considering a 
custodial ue*up with a 
foreign firm. 

UTI has in mind 


HEARD IHCALCUTTA 



MtlHMIfirSTlR NARASIMHA RAO. AT THC 
CM PARTNCRSHIP SUMMIT 




Amenca’s largest custodian 
organisation — 
Boston^based State Street 
Bank (SSB)^forthe 
pn^iosed joint venture. Mom 
of America’s custodial and 


shareholder services are 
managed by $$B. 

While minor deuiU of the 
deal are being sorted iw. the 
new joint-venture company 
could begin opera! ion.« in 


FEAR OF THE WEEK 


Disparities between the rich and the poor has 
increased after two years of reforms 


V 


While the debate over the pace of 
reforms continues, there has been an 
interest ing abicrvai ion on the fal lout of 
the two-year-old refrwms. a sharp 
ledistribution of incomes, with the rich 
getting ncher and the poor getting 
poorer. 

These findings are results of a survey cooducied by the 
National Svnpk Survey Organisation in 1992. It say^ that 
(he share of dw bottom 30 per cent of the rural population 
fell from 16 per cent in 1989*90 to 15.6 per cent in 1992. 
Similarly, in the urban sector, (be share of the lowest .30 
per cent of the population declined from 1.3.4 per cent to 
13.17 per cent over (he same period. 

Despite the agricultural sectors recording higher 
outputs, (he distunion in consumption patierm have been 
attributed to the long spell of double digit inflation, which 
resulted in a sharp rise iq the coasuJDcr price index for 
agro-labourers. 

Thus, with the rise in rural wages not sufficient to offset 
inflationary pressures, the shift In consumption pattern 
was ineviiabk. The rkh. on (he other hand, have increased 
their share in the consumption pie. 

The (niddle<1ass, according to (he report, has benefited 
frcOTi the refonru. The urban middle-cl^ has increased i(s 
share in the tool consiunpdoo from 31.08 per cent in 
1989-90 to 31.7 per cent in 1992. 

Prime Minister Nansimha ftao has realised that the 
fruits of hi^ growth rates took lime to percolate to the 
poor and hence has persisted with die 'lateral injection’ of 
resources at the village level for employinent generation, 
health care and education. Rao made (hat c lear at ihe CII 
centenary and partnership su mmii held i n Calcutta. 


July. In addition to UTIS 
services, the joint company 
will sell Its services to other 
clients as well. 

UTI chairman S.A. Dave 
says, "There are no limits to 
what such companies can do. 
Custodians have been 
viewed narrowly here so 
far." 

■ Destination 
India 

A fierihe plague score. 

last year, which hud 
kept foreign lounsb away, 
there has been a remarkable 
influx of V i si tors after the 
media and govemmeni 
learned up to correct 



Teurtate In India; not afrnM 

misplaced apprehensions. 

Reacting lo adverse 
publicity, the ('emre, in 
cooperation with the Mute 
governments, travel and 
hotel industry, undenook 
steps to allay the f<»rcign 
iravellet's fears There has 
since been adisiinct rcvjvid 
of miercst m India as«i 
popular lounsi destination. 

Foreign lounst iralTic io 
India touched a record 1K.H6 
l^afrivals during 1994. 
About 200.000 visitors came 
in the monih of December 
itself. 

Foreign exchange 
comings registered a rise* of 
116 percent from US $1.4 
billion in 1993 to US $1.56 
billionml994 • 
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BUSINESS 


The face and 


Cll summit: Indian 
entrepreneurs and 

r 

foreign investors want 


the reforms process 


speeded up, but 
Narasimha Rao thinks 

A 

it should be humane as 

r' 

well 



t u((yih>r(|t. it u henimeicr on 
India's ifcontwMv refixm^. 
ccnienaiy velebraiHtns of the Coo* 
fcdcraliun of Indian Industry 
{Clll. held in Calcuilu from 4 io6 
January, JrcNv a galaxy of Mars from Imli* 
an industry and a host of foreign dignita¬ 
ries. including Singapore Prime Mini¬ 
ster Coh Chok Tong, and (he foreign 
ministers of Britain and Iran. Doiigl<ts 
Hurd and AU Akbar Vclayaii. And the 
unambiguous message they sent out 
was: India's economic reforms are here 
to stay. 

It was India celebraiing the recogni¬ 
tion by the international economic com¬ 
munity of its iniegraiion with the global 
market, h was also the global market 
leaders celebrating their entry into an 
arena of900 million consumers. 

The choice o1 Calcutta as the venue 
was signiilcant. The Manist govern* 
meni of chief minister JyotJ Basu recent¬ 
ly opened its doors to foreign and Indian 
private sector investors on a scale unpre¬ 
cedented in its 17-ycar history. As Cl Is 
eastern region chaimian. Sanjiv Coen* 
ka, pointed out. "It’s the first meeting in 
Calcutta of heads of government — and 
of industry — i n many, many years." 

The meet acquired added significan¬ 
ce, as it came close on the heeU of the 
Congress party's electoral debacle in the 
two important southern siatev of Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka The rebuff was 
viewed by many, including a section 
with i n the Cemgress. as a re jection of the 
( emre’s p<slicy of « HV'ni r lihrmliM 
tion and stmctural 'rlMriris. 

The Congresi^* pfditical svibuk and 
subsequent turmoil within the pany, 
marked by the resignation of four mtni* 
sters, di d not. howc ver. cloud the Cl I Par- 
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pace of reforms 


(nership 5umnu(» the name given to the 
conference to si£nif> India’s anempis to 
go global, h seemed as it business and 
politics nov. ran uiong parallel tracks 
with the reforms garning their own 
momentum. 

The coiporate world's one consistent 
criticism of Prime Minister Nurasimha 
Rao's policies is that the refonns pro¬ 
grammes haven't been moving fast 
enough. But they certainly do not want 
Rac'c detractors to get an edge over him 
and apply the brakes. And i f they wan ted 
a public forum to express their support 
for Kao. the Cl 1 meet prov ided an excel I • 
eniopponunuy. 

‘As such, wc do nol w«nt lo commit 
ourselves lo any particular gosemment. 
We will nol hcsiiute to uritiasc ihcm 
I Kao and his ministry | if they dcsiau; 
from (heir path for polnical expedien¬ 
cies. Dui yi present, ilKy are Udlowmg 
the right policies and wc stand hy them.” 
K ah III Iliiiai, chairman ol Bajaj Auio 
and preside n I of the C'll ccnienary ci>m- 
mmevMold Sr soAY 
While suppofi for the reforms was 
piv<ual lo Uw deliberations b> both 
d(>mcslic and loirign delegatus, u note 
of caution was j1»o svHjnJed. And (he 
lone was set hy none other ihiui Rao him- 
sell m hi.s inaugural address 

"I am Hware that the path of reforms is 
nol a bed of roses, much less mi m a 
democratic country of this si/e. 
However, this has been a difficult }ob for 
every country which has aiiempicd it." 
the Pnmc Minister said 
In fact, Ban's counterpart from one of 
the foremost couninea which have 
attempted it — and with success — 
Prime Minister Chok Tong of 
SingapoK. voiced similar sentiments on 
the concluding day. ‘Persevenng with 
the refOTins will require uking calculat- 
ed social and political risks. But there is 
no other credible option....” he remarked. 

Indeed, the options a*.‘e few. As a 
World Bank raprcseotaiive told Scn 
OAV: "We are not much concerned about 
the {msent political unuertainty of yoicr 
centra! government. The reforms are 
now irreversible, no matter which party 
is in the government. Even if Raogoes. 
the policies will remain." 

B ut Rao would rather want that both 
he and his refonns remain. Kis 
speech wu, therefore, steeped m polm* 
cal reasoning. Hut modemisaiiun drive 


WHYCAiCUnAT 

77ig C!I returns to its roots 

T o many. Ctlowa tMS have 
seamed aa unucual venue for the 
Cn ceotantry ceiebratioaf. 

Although West Bengal has drawn a 
locof iM6a aneniiofi UcaJy. 
o^ecUdly afta (he Ccncorde 
diplomaey by a British deiegKion in 
November Imi year. Industry circles 
are less than enihosiastic about 
pum^og money imo the state. So. 
whyCalctma? 

TheCU was not really tesitng the 
city as a potential invesinxnt 
grouAd; ii was merely getung back lo 
Its roots Ins in irony of history that 
the ciiy. which has buen pudsed to 
the corporate backyards, was once u 
premier enure of indusi rv and i rode, 
to which the CM traces its ongin 
The original parent btidy. Sk 
Engineering and Iron Tra^ 
AvsociaiioA, was set up hy five 
ciimpanics in Deceti^vr IBb5 


cn 


After several charges* the fH'esent 
sh^ of the ConfederaiioD of Indian 
lodusoy was given in January 1992. 


was firmly rooted in traditicui. It was 
only a logical consequence of the polic¬ 
ies of Nehru. Irwlira Gandhi and Rajiv 
Gandhi, he stressed, taking a dig at th^ 
who had been trying to dissociate him 
from dtat legacy. *7^ human face', too, 
"was a part of the prdicy ftom day one", 
(he PM said, pertuipa for the likes of for- 
human resources development mini¬ 
ster. Aryun Singh, who had raised the 
issue in his resignuion letter. 

Having made his point. Rao announc¬ 
ed ihai bis policies had not only earned 
him critics but also suppemem. Without 
naming lyoti Basu. who shared the dais 
with him. he obNerved; "Yesterday's 
opponents have become today’s 


proiecion." 

Basu. on his pan, reiterated whet he 
has been saying at all public appearan¬ 
ces of late: that despite differences with 
'some' of the Centre's policies, his 
government wanted to take advantage of 
the liberalisation to bring about a 'resur¬ 
gence of industry" in West Bengal, He 
welcomed ‘all investors the world over 
10 invest in West Bengal and he our part¬ 
ners in development". 

ll was surprising that 
Manmohan Singh stayed 
away from a meet in which 
his policies formed the focal 
theme. The official 
explanation for his absence 
was that he was busy 
preparing the Union Budget 


By mcnimning panncrship. Bavu 
struck (he righi chord, for ihai was the 
theme of the Cl I summit. The vanmis 
panner^hips discussed during the three 
daysincludcdihuwwiih the West (Burn -1 
pe and the USA), wiih the ASEAN- 
APHC nations and trther eastern coumr-' 
les (Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia and 
Iran), with the SAAKC countries 
(Bangladesh and $n Lanka) and among 
the Indian states. Each partner^ip 
involved two levels: the government 
and the pnvaie sectce. 

A fter the reforms were announced by 
ihe Centre in 1991. there have been 
countless debates over the options 
before the country to become a global 
player. The current iRiemational trend is 
faster economic development, market 
creation and technological advancement 
Explained SubMh Bhargava, 
industrialist and presideni, CH, "India 
has two options. Either to go it alone 
or confront and diallengc," and added, 
"the recipe for 1 ndia's succe$«it the stra¬ 
tegy of creating employment and susiai- 
n«A! industrial growth," 

And that could be achieved only by 
ending the country's self-imposed isola¬ 
tion and embarking on develupmcni 
through intemationil partnership, he 
said. 

Added 5.M. Dutia, chief executive; 
ofHcer. Hindustan l.cver (HLl.i. ' The | 
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Q: Isn't the Congrats 
nmnlng scared of a Weda 
backlash If It repeals TADA? 

AlYou've got to get out of this 
fearof Hiodu-Musliin 
backlash. Ooni bother about 
the backlash. Take whatever 
steps that are necessary to 
protect secularism. But be so 
transparent in your actions 
that people can see what you 
are doing 


Rajtsh Pilot. min\it$r of state ^ 
Home affktins. has lotig been a eritk 
of TADA (Vkt the manner in which it 
u being misused. (Jtfortumttety. his 
own bottle with $,B. Chavoiu his 
Cabinet mlniuer has ensured that 
the government speaks in rwo voices 
on the subject. 

In this inurview to Svndsy, Pilot 
reiterates his opposition to the mis- 
M TADA and comptoins abottt 
the altitude o/his Cabinet minister. 

Qi Wh«re do you sttad on TADA? 

Ki I will repw whoi ( &fiid some 
flwnthx Bgo M Khilofai House in 
Bombty; ii lus been esublished ihal 
TADA has been misused in many s(a> 
(es. TIk government hu been concer* 
ned about this and. If need be, will 
have no hosiuiion in repealing 
TADA. 

Q: So what have you itm about II? 
A: Initially, we wrote id all the chief 
ministers (o form review commit* 
lees. In 1993. we amended the Ad 
also 10 stop die mi suae. But unforui* 


S.ft. CImvn: liihatfmiBi FtM 

nately. the impresnon in the country 
today IS that I'ADA ia being misused 
againal ihe QU 00 htie&. 

I would be very booest and say 
dus it hu not been mituaed every* 
where bus (he impreuiou ii that it hu 
been miiused against the minorities 
in Gujarat and in Maharashtra. There 


are factual accounts Biisusc. We 
have 10 go according to ihe impees* 
lioo the public hu about us and our 
petoes. The policy may be very 
good, but if it's not appreciated 
(he people, (hen we have no njht to 
impiemeoi thai policy. That is wby. 
for the last three months. 1 have been 
insiuent about il. 

Q: You (Che Congress party) daloi 
10 be champloaa of aecolarisnL 
ShouldnH you do soreelhlng to 
remove Miubm JoiccnriCIca? 

A: To urengthni the seoilv labrk 
hu been uppenDost in our govern* 
ment. We are proud lhai a)l over Ibe 
world, our policy of secularism has 
been appreciated by everyone. 

Bui laiely, tee hu been as 
in^nession ii weakness: that we are 
not sirengteiing the secular fabric. 
That is wlw we are womed within 
the part). The Axtmoat duly of dK 
Coegress sate is to strengihen ihe 
seculv fabric. Our base is secularism. 


Thu is why on TADA, wc had a 
small conuniltee drawn Bom work¬ 
ing comniittee members. 

As you know. I spoke out against 
TAD^ But soforiUMiely. on the 
day after I spoke, there wu a state¬ 
ment horn my senior colleague 
(home mimster S.B. Chavan) iKii 


im 


COVERSTOftV 


"TADA h as been misused in many states" 

Rajesh Htot on moves to amend the Act 




COVCI? STORY 


w«pt 160 degrees a|anst 119 owQ. 

ThU k where ^ coofuston euru. 
Ii was an abeoltfie cooDw)iction, 

Thu u where the pnshlcsn starts 

Q: It hae new got to the 
stage where the B<md> 
Regional Coagras 
ComniiRce says the PM 
shouldn't visit Bombay 
UU he repeals, TADA. 
Should It have been 
allowed to get to this 
stage? 

A; Well it's unfortunuc. 
ii should not have been 
allowed to drift. Peopk 
situng in a rettponsihle 
posiikm should huve the 
courage (0 take awnc- 
tive steps u the Kght 
rime. But Vm sure that 
the PM hinuelf is ciMKer* 
ned about it He recently 
told a dekguion of mino 
rities ihu he's looking 
inb> it. And considering 
mujor Ine»•ure^. rnclud* 
ing repeal. 

Q: Isn't the Congress 
rurtning wared of a 
Hindu backlash If It 
repeals TADA? 

A: You*ve got to get out of this tear 
of Hindu-Muslim backlash. Don't 
bother about ihe bockla^h. Take wha¬ 
tever steoK that arc necessary to pro¬ 
tect secularism. But be so transparent 
in your actions that people can see 
what you arc doing. 

Q: What Is your own preference? 
la it to repeal TADA? 

A*. I hove always said that. But t am 
pan of this government and I am par¬ 
ty to ail ilK (keisiofts. 

To remove the impression—espe¬ 
cially amongst the minorities — that 
TADA is being misused. We are dis¬ 
cussing various steps at government 
fonims Wc ace even censidenng 
repeal. 

Q: What Is your view? 

A: As long as I am pun of this govern¬ 
ment, it has to be a part of this govern- 
meiirsview.fLitfglu.) • 



a singk person linked to the murder rd 
over 2.000 people during the communal 
riots of December 1V92. and January 
1993. Having appointed a roptmlvsion 
of enquiry, head^ by Justice S, Srikrish- 
na of the Bombay High Court the offici¬ 
al m^rhinery seems to have forgotten alt 
about the riots and Ihe crimes that went 
with It. 

T his, of course, is at complete vuciance 
with the lightning speed with which 
Pa war's government acted after the seri¬ 
al hiimh blasts ihai nvked ihe city on 1 2 
March. 199.^ The police hirce wav 
galvanised mio action in a maitir crack- 
do wn to trace the gui Ity. A nyone agai nsi 


mission which iv enquiring into the nots 
will definitely huve a bciinng on the 
bomb hlasis trial." argues Memon. 
"Already, it is being mvculed ihai seve¬ 
ral police ofllccrs tiduived in a pariisun 
way. sometiincs ignoring the rioters and 
on other occasions actually purtiCipaling 
in the killings." 

If these officers arc pronouiKCd guil¬ 
ty by the commission, cun ilicir lesiimo- 
ny in the bomb blasts case have any cred 1 - 
biliiy? Memon obviously thinks not. 

Tiie use of'I'ADA in ihc ultennalh of 
(he homh hlasis has dcmc\J ull those 
accused of (heir ConMiiutional right to 
pre-trial bail With 16.5 pcc^le charged 
in connection with Ihe bomb blasts iirKl 



Congress MP Murli 
Deora recentiy wrote to 
Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao asking 
him to repeal TADA. after 
his appeals to chief 
minister Sharad Pawar 
had gone unheard 


whom I here wu.s prinu facie evidence 
was N^Aed under TADA Andv^ncli- 
mes a Muslim name aK*nc sccincd to he 
cntvugh priiiu facie cynJencc. 

"TW govcm»K*ni is clearly acting in 
pailisjn way.* says A. Mujeed Memofl. 
defence lawyer ftw the Mem^i family in 
The homh htasis case. 

Memtm believes ihai since the govern- 
mem has ackinns lodged that the bomb 
blasts were a n.‘purcu vsuin of the eouimu • 
nal riois juM preceding it. the homh 
hla.sis trial cannot be I airly earned out 
until the .Sriknshna Commis»ion com¬ 
pletes its enquiry 

1 "The findings of the Srikrishna Com¬ 


Former MP Kamal 
Morarka has asked why 
TADA has not been used 
against the leader of a 
small party (the Shfv 
Sena) who has been 
making inflammatory 
Statements 


over l.OOtl wtiocsscs. the accused can 
hope to gel bail only after all tlic charges 
have been frwned This amid lake years. 

T ne alienation of the Muslims, particu¬ 
larly in Bombay city, stems noi just 
from (he indiscrinimate use of TADA 
against litem, or from the fact that none 
of those guilty of wrongdoing during the 
communal riots have been booked. 

Recently. 42.000 voters were disen¬ 
franchised when called upon u> ptMvc 
that (hey Nvere Indian citneens. Many of 
them are Muslims and so«i>c are indeed 
illegal immigrants from Bangladoh 
who have settled in Bombay. And 











COVeASTOAY 


THE CASE FOR 
REPEAUNG/AMENDING 
TADA 


• The Act has not been 
able to curtail terrorism 
which has in fact 
increased by leaps and 
bounds since 1985 
when TADA was first 
enacted 

• TADA is grossly 
misused by the 
administrationioput 
away those who are 
inconvenient toit. In 
Gujarat, for instance, it 
has been used against 
trade union activists 

• Some of the 
provisions of the Act 
violate such 

basic rights as the right 
to bail or the right to 
cross-examine a 
witness 


although the diktat was issued by the 
Election CorrunisMOA. lhedi>e^f^<l^L'h]v 
cd Muslims believe that this is just one 
more instance cpf bow unfairly the sys¬ 
tem — read Che ruling pany — v/dks 
againu them. 

Understandably then, the city's 
Muslims are defermined not lo vote for 
the Congress. 'Wc don't mind Irviug 
under a Shiv Sena govemmeni, hut we 
will not V oCc lor this party againsays a 
Muslim youth froni Bandra 

Seemg the reaction of the Muslims, 
the Congress has panicked. Within fhc 
stale there is considerable debate on 
how best to deal with TADA in order to 
win heck the Muslim vote before the 
Assembly elections. 

A few months ago. Bombay Regicmal 
Congit^ Committee president, Miirli 
Deora. had written to the chief minister 


P, 
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uys. "I have seen Pa war and Chav an 
agree on only one issue. Boih want 
TADA.” 

*rhe Act has other votari&s. These 
include Punjab chief minister Beam 
Singh who categorically states, "Our 
government is strongly in favour of reini- 
ning TADA the way it b. We do noi 
w unt lo abol ish or repeal it or ev e n di lute 
it in any way. We can't be complacent. 
We have to ic cauiious." 

Singh denies ihat TADA has been 
misused in Punjab. "There is not a single 
case of TADA having been wrongly 
used." he told Si'noav. "Our human 
nghis record isexccllem" 

Ponner Jammu and Kashmir Cover- 
noi. iagmolian, has also defended 
TADA on the tlnorol the Plouse, i^taimg 
caicgorically. "1 support the Hill. ' Jii 
Kashmir, he added. TAD A was uss'd 


Farooq Abdullah 
maintains that 
Uiere is a case 
for retaining 
TADA in states 
like Jammu and 
Kashmir where 
there is a clear 
and perceived 
need for H, and 
in situations 
where it is in the 
national interest 
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I • The Act has not been 
used against Auch 
outfits as the Shiv Sena. 

4 

-which had a leading 
role during the 
j communal riots in 
Bombay 

• TADA is all too often 
used against petty 
criminals 


asking him lo withdraw TADA c&ses in 
which there was ohvKHi.%]y no evidence. 
Pawar. however, chose lo ignore that 
pica saying that 'fADA was a central 
A 0 and was being used with great cau¬ 
tion againsi aiiii-ruUJorulv and the 
underworld. 

But Deora has refused ru give up. He 
has recently wrilieo to rhe Prime Mini- 
.stcr avkiog him lu repeal the >ci. In a 
widely'puMiused statemeni, he appeal¬ 
ed lu the PM lo repeal 'fADA before hitt- 
I ng the campaign trail in Bombay. 

Informally, Deora agrees that his 
demand is difHcuU to comply with. Nor 
is he hopeful 'jS gamenng any support 
from either Pawar of his arch rival in 
.state politics, home minisier S.B. Cha* 
van. *ln my 25 years of puliik's," he 


against the kidnappers of Rubuiya 
Sayced, the murderers of four Indian Air 
Porce officers and the killers of All India 
Raiik) station director. Lassa Kaul. the 
vice-chancell'Tr of the state university 
and HMT's olficer, Khcra. 

'The cuipntv were all arrcsicd during 
I my tenure and TADA wa»* cffcciivcly 
us^.” saidiagmiihan. 

Even Farooq Abdullah, wno believes 
that TADA has been gtossls misused in 
' Bombay suy.s ihai il is important thni (he 
Act be used i n states as iaminu and Kash • 
mir. "TADA must he looked into imme¬ 
diately.' he says. "But where it is neces¬ 
sary and ^is includes Jammu and 
Kashmir — and in the national interest 
wc should have TADA in force. I am 
completely against repealing it." 
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T Sis K the stand taken by most politici¬ 
ans. "There is no Uw, do provision of 
the Constitution which if it gives eainmr* 
dinaiy powers to the executive wdl not 
be misused." says Bharatiya Janata Par¬ 
ty (RJP) president L.K. Advam. "But the 
mere fact that the provision is being mis* 
used doesn*t justify repealing it." 

Advani believes that certain amend* 
mencs to the Act could curtail its misuse, 
but as long as terrorism continues to pla* 
gue the country extraordinary Acts such 
ax TAD A will be required 
Within the C ongress there has been 
quite a babble of voices to have the Act 
repealed or even amended. 

Minister of state for home Raje^ 
pilot is pro*amendment and admits that * 
the government is aware that the A^ i has 
been misused tree infcrvitwf. Chulam 
Nabi Ar^ad. minister for civil aviation 


to look into it" 

Shand Pawar's aniiude is a link 
more baffling. When c<mfronied on a 
one*io*onc basis, he says that he is again¬ 
st TADA and of course. pcKV Sanjay 
Dun is a victim, and everything must be 
done to gel him out. During a meeting at 
which Bhajan Lot v^as present. Pawu 
aflirmed thui he would speak to the 
Pnme Minister about getling TADA 
amended and Dun rclcas^. 

Yet. at the meeting w iih the PM a few 
hours I alcr. Pawar sec med to has e forgot¬ 
ten his earlicf stand He pleaded that he 
couldn't really do anything about S»i* 
jay Dun since the matter was in the 
court He also defended the Rondiay 
police Finall)', he ahvilved himself of 
any responsibility with regard io TADA 
saying thm n waspme of cent rJ legisla¬ 
tion and he was hardly in a position to 


THE CASE FOR 
RETAINING TADA 


e Terrorism is on the 
rise and you need 
extraordinary laws to 
deal with an 
extraordinary situation 

• If YOU let terrorists 
out on bail they will go 
out and intimidate or 
eliminate key witnesses 



and louriMii, led n dclcgulion <>t Muslim 
gnxips 1(1 the Prune Ministci, who ussur • 
cd them that the Centre is consiiJcnng 
how to dilute TADA. Others who Iwve 
recently spoken up agunisi T ADA mclti- 
dc Huryana chief nmiivtct Bhujuit l^. 
iagaunuib Mishm. Ahmed Pjlel uikI 
Tariq Apiwax 

1i also transpires that 'he hotnc intiiis- 
try ha.s sent a note to i1h‘ PMO prc»poMng 
the amendment of TAT) A — prefernhly 
before the state Assembly electmos. 
There arc also reports ihai the CBI is 
pushing foi the release of .Sun jay Dull 
since he is the ntost visible face of the 
misuse of TADA. 

T jiws arc made for the people." says 
home secretary, K Padmaiial^iah. "If 
they go against the fieople it is our duty 


repeal it. 

This, of course, is quite disingenuous 
Home muiisicr Chavan has clarified 
in the House that TADA is an enabling 
provision. It is eniirely up to the state 
government V in use it or not. And in fuel 
there aix' suitcN— most notably Kerala 
and Orissa - - which have not reN<*fiod to 
TADA at all. 

S ayc BIP \eatin I K Advani. *1 am 
totally unable to undersUod this sud¬ 
den hue and cry about 1'ADA being used 
against the mtrKvities esprctally b> the 
ruling party which has been (he worst 
<»ffendcr as tar as TADA is concerned 
The Ksue here is nut one ol mintifiiies." 

In fact, says Advam. Ihc first anti- 
TADA ciwfcreniv in the country wa& 


• A few instances of 
misuse are inevitable, 
but in the interest of 
national security the 
law must stay 

• TADA has been 
effective in restoring 
normalcy in Punjab. It 
must stay in such 
terrorist-infested states 












COVCR STOHV 


Sharad Pawar 
absolves himself 
ofaH 

responsibility as 
far as TADA is 
concerned by 
pleading that it 
isapieceof 
central 

legislation and 
that he is in no 
position to 
repeal it. He 
insists, however, 
that his 
sympathies are 
entirety with 
Sanjay Dutt 


by ihc in Gujarat, which 
has one (>f the hi ghcsi n umtier of T A DA 
cuseis next only to Jammu and Kashmir. 

Even Bdl Thackeniy has <.uiJJcnly 
donned an anti TAIM cap. hitting out 
recently at the manner in which the Act 
has been iiiiliscd all over the country hy 
Congress govemuicnis 

"When wc were making <*ur i»bjcction 
to T A DA cleat earlic r on. there was pr<ic- 
ticully no response from political par¬ 
ties. " say s Raj i nder Sachar. J i>micr presi¬ 
dent of the People's Union fw Civil 
Liberties (PUCL). “Now everyone is 
tmacsiing and saying ii isDriiconiun and 
IS being misused In lact. this is a reflec¬ 
tion on the gcnumcncvs of the govern¬ 
ment's concern for the people. The 
whole thing is rust a politick ploy." 

.Sachar Dclievcs that the entire Act 
sIkkj Id be scrapped si nee the rate of con - 
vtction is less than one per cent. "Besi¬ 
des. we already have preventive deten¬ 
tion laws to look into the problem," he 
says. 

The argument U5ed most often In 
scrap TADA ia Ihe fact Utat sk.^pite the 


existence of the Act since 1985. the Stale 
has failed to curb Icirorism TiTfonsm 
has instead increased and hcc«>me nuae 
stvphisiicaied since the days ofihc trans- 
isnw bomb bl asts i n Delhi in I n5 w h ich 
firsi iKccssj laicd the e x i s icncc of u s|x\'j • 
al All to ilcal specifically wiih this 
problem. 

BuL of ciKirsc, TADA has moved 
Ivyond the purview of human rights and 
Into Ilk' realm of rMlpoliriL The ca«e to 
repeal, or at least amend. TADA, prior 
to the elections has to do with winning 
back ut least pan of the Muslim vote. 
But within the ruling party, there is also 
the apprehension of a Hindu backlash. 

"As It is, wc have lost the minoniy 
vote since the Bahri Masjid w&s demoli¬ 
shed." says a Mahara.<^lra Congres¬ 
sman. "Now, if we repeal TADA wc 
will alKnaie the Hindus too." 


Says BJP leader L.K. 
Advani, ”1 am totally 
unable to understand 
this sudden hue and cry 
about TADA be! 
misused. The issue here 
Is not one of minorfties" 


M eanwhile, ihc home ministry has 
been working ovenime lo find 
ways to make TADA more paUtable. 
An A-team, comprising K. Padmaual^- 
haiah, special secreiaiy V.K. iain, joint 
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««crc(ar> An urjg Cxiel and ^pec ial sccre- 
inr> 5 D. Tnvedi, is on ihejoh. In Bom- 
buy, buwcwT, diffurciKO have cropped 
up bt'iwoen police commissioner Saii^ 
S^iwhn y und joini commissioner M.N. 
Singh over (he manner in which the 
bomb blasts case is being handled. 

The police arc hclbbenl on humibai* 
mg Sanjay Duu ( w dcromponvinj? 
.vri'vi'). 17)1 s K atirihuied lo vanous rea* 
sons; the police want u> prove dui tw 
rwe, no nulicr how famous, is above (he 
law; they wam lo teach Sunil Dud a les* 
son his active role during ihe Bom¬ 
bay riots; they arc sympaiheiic lo (he 
Shiv Sena which hares Dun's guia and 
perceives him as being pnyMuslim. 

But (he case against Dun is gening 
increasingly thin, [p Hyderabad. Salim 
Kuria was recently arrested in connec- 
lion with ibe blasts. Kuria. who is alleg¬ 
ed to be close to both Dawood Ibrahim 
and Tiger Memon, has been booked 
under TADA and has in (he course of his 
statemeni told the CBI that Sonjay Dun 
was not involved wrth the bomb hlvts in 
Bombay. 


Says Punjab chief 
minister B^tit Singh, 
"Our govern m ent is 
strongly in favour of 
retainii^ TAOAthe way it 
if. Wa do not want to 
dHute K in any way” 


Strangely 
enough,even 
Shiv Sena leader 
Bal Thackeray 
has donned the 
antt-TAOA cap 
recently, hitting 
out at the 
manner in which 
the Act has been 
misused by 
Congress 
governments all 
over the country 


Yet. ^ingh rrmuins hostile ui Duti 
and has been restating all aiicmpis lo 
separalc his case from the of (be 
bomb blast conspiracy. 

Rut while Sanjay Duit and TADA 
continue to be tossed ^ul in a particu¬ 
larly unsavoury political salad, ihuu- 
sands of innocent people remain behind 
bars with no hope of '^eing ihc light of 
day in the near future. 

As Faiima’Bi wails for her son to 
return home, it can be small consolation 
to her that hii^ arrest, along with that of 
thousands of others all over the country, 
has ikiw become a raging political 
debate. 

And if perchance, she should find him 
on her doorstep just before she goes to 
ca&l her vote. \he should remember that 
It was political expediency rather ihan a 
concern for human rights that got him 
out. • 
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S unil Dun is an angr> nun. 

For the 20 months, ever 
sbce his son Saojey Dud 
was fjnt implicate in the 
Bombay serial bomb blasts 
conspiracy case, the Dun fomily has 
! been the focus of anentiM of the entire 
country. Every action o( (be family since 
(ben has been closely dissected by the 
media. Dun is specially angry about alle¬ 
gations (hat Sanjay or his relatives are 
enjoying special privileges, wn allowed 
to the 188 other accus^ in the bon^ 
blasts conspiracy case. 

''Every lime 1 want to visit my son. 1 
have to write a letter to ihe jail authohi* 
ies and (be request is granted or refused, 
as is the case with every ocher family. 


Eadi time I enter the Jail. I have signed 
(he register, let anyone check h, ( am 
fhsked like everyone else. Do you call 
this ^Kcial irealzDent?'’ he asks. 

Dun says chat as his case has been at 
the centre of arteniioa, Sanjay has been 
discriminaied against Even minor 
favours that are routioely granted to Ihe 
ocher reused are detued to Sanjay. For 
instance. Dun is kepi in solitary confine¬ 
ment. a 'privilege' granted to the most 
hardened ttf crimiflals only. Moreover. 
Dull is always kepi handcuffed, even 
though (be Supreme Court has passed 
several stfkiures against this practice. 

b fact. Rooibay's joint commissioner 
of police. Mtfieah Naain Singh, who 
was heading the iovesdgatioAS into the 


bomb blasts.has gone on record saying 
that. police will make an example 
out of people like Sanjay Dutr who think 
(hai (bdr money or ir^uence can get 
(hem special treatment or places them 
above ^ law.” 

And ir> their attempt lo malce an exam¬ 
ple out of Sanjay Dud, the police have 
geme out of 1 h^ way in being harsh to 
him. As he gels food ftom home, be is 
only allowed to tai once a day. unlike 
(he bonng] practice of feeding the (viao- 
ners twice. 

It is common knowledge that Sanjay 
is paying for his father's'sins’. In fact 
wIm Sanjay was arrested, following 
confessions by Samir Hingort and 
Hamf Kadawalla, two film producers, a 









COVER STORY 


number of Shiv Sem leaden had public^ jay find$ himself in Ihe mess that he is. air bubbles trapped between tht lung 
ly asked that SuniJ Dun also be arrested There was link reason fctf dw prosecu* and the outer covering burst. This causes 
as he was staying in (he same bouse a» tion to push for the caitcellatioD of his a lot of pain and can even be fatal. San- 
Sanjay and hence was also involved. bail. The last time be was released on jay has had three attacks so far. 


bail in May 1993. be was out for almost 
Vbe anger of the Shiv Sena men towar- sii months and during this period Ik tra* 
I ds the Dud family is obvious. A veiled extensively, including four visits 
couple oi months before the bomb abroad. 

blasts. Bombay was hit by its woni-ever If he did not flee or try to influence his 
rioting Thousands of M usli ms were kil I • case in any way. then «i^y dkf the proae* 
edormjuredinthenoting.whichwaslai- culion atk for the cancellation of his 
gely led by Shiv Sdna goons. ITie police bail? And Dun was not the only accused 


and the jtate administraiion had remain* 
ed silent speciaiurs, if not actually encou- 
raging or participating in the barbaric 
killings. 

At that lime. Sunil Duti had spoken 
out against the establishment's derelic¬ 
tion M duly. He. along with a handful of 
his supports and Sanjay. had loured 
the riot-affected ureas , , 
and tried to restore peaev. 

He had also criticised the 

police for not doing J 

enough to prevent the 

mas.sacrc of Muslims. jv* / 

During those days, his 

bungalow at Pali lb 11 had ? i • 

bccarrte u sate haven for [ 

hundred.s of Muslims 

who were fleeing mobs In y V 

various parts of Bombay. 

The cftti^' Dull family 

was mvulvud m luking ^ ifl 

care of the re fugees L.-4—«■ 

Dutt's actions were Sunil I 

not liked hy the niKers Mm Km 
who saw him us an ”*• 

enemy. He was threaten* WtWIlSl 

cd several limes over the ^ Siyti 
phone and evai when he 
was louring rioi-aft'eeied 
area.s Infaet.ononcoccu- ~ 

sion. while he. along with the stale 
Governor, was touring the slum colony 
of Behrampada in Bandra, which had 
attracted the special aicention of the rio¬ 
ters. Dutt was attacked by the Shiv 
SaJniks. 


m the bomb Mom case to have been let 


The first was in 1987, when Sunil and 
Sanjay Dutt were lunching in New 
York. "Suddenly, he went blue all over.* 
recalls his father. "He was clutching him¬ 
self I thought it was a heon attack. We 
rushed him to hospital, where (hey dia¬ 
gnosed it to he pneumo-thorax. They 
operated on him and installed a pipe in 
his lungii that would lake the air bubbles 


out on bail In fact, even today there are out instead of letting them burst in the 


more than 60 accused who are out on 
bail. $0 why is the prosecuckwi singling 
Dull out? 


TS 


he recent incorccfaiion of Dutt has 
affected his health (remendously. He 


cl. 


actions were 


Sunil Dutt angiity denies eny suggestion thei his 
son has been getting speciel treatment In iail. Even 
when Sanjay was imde^ng treatment in hospital, 
he says, he was hept tied to the bed, with sb anned 
poUcemen surrounding hiin 


was put in a ten-by-ten solitary cell at 
Thane which did not have adequate sani¬ 
tation as tbc (otlei was in the some cell 
and there was no Rush provided. Hence 
the room would stink. iWe was no pro- 
vi»on for adequate veniilaiion in the 


It was only after the Governor inicrve- room as (here was no window The room 
ned that the police lock any actiun to was so cocistrucied dtai the sun's rays 
save Dutt from the mob. such was iheir (bd not enter it at all. 


anirtKisity towards him. (i was. perhaps, 
after such incidents that Sanjay was forc¬ 
ed to acquire a gun to pro(ec( his father 
and family. And today the establishment 
is gening its back on Dutt. 

"For the first time in my life. I am scar¬ 
ed of the police." admits Dun, "not 


Sanjay would be aibwed out (he 
cdl only three or fcnir times a day and on 
each occasion for 10*15 minutes. First fM 

his morning both, then lunch ai 11. pin¬ 
ner at 5 and a 10-minute walk during the 
day. There was rto space or provision for 
exercising. This xM heavily on Dull os 


because I have anything to hide, but he used to exercise regularly, 
because 1 do noc know what ttiey will do Moreover, it exacerbated Duii’k tll- 
nex(." health. He suffers from a condition of 

Arsd that is the only reaum why San- ^ lungx called poeumo-thorax. In thU. 


lungs.' 

Since then. Sanjay has suffered the 
some attack on Hitk occasions. Dutt 
feels that the condition was aggrtvated 
due to (he bad conditions in jail. Dull 
was kepi under observation in the inten- 
- sive case unit ai the J.J. 

] Hospiial ftif H few days. 
^ Even his hospitalisation 
created coniroversy. as 
siHiie sections of the 
media begun spcculaiing 
4fg) whclVr Dull had been 
■w ^ kepi m ihc hospital only 
X Its ensure ihai he didn't 
have Hi Slay m 
.Sunil Dull angry 
I about these insmuaiionK, 
"Whik doctors had put 
kd an IV-iubc in his one 
^wrist, his other bund was 
hnf hla hundeuflVd by the ptUice. 

He was kept lied to the 
Hi. EVM 5ed, there were at least 
io*pHal, six cops armed With auHv | 

«_I malic weapons surrourKJ- 

larvneo 

going to llee IX> you call 

-- ihis special Ircaimcnt?" 

he a.sks 

And perhaps It was ai this poipt (hat 
Sanjay began cracking up. Even thou^ 
he hod faced the lonure of the last 20 
months with admirable courage, now 
things seem to be proving loo much for 
him. The last time his sisters, Namraia 
and Priya. look his lunch to (he hospital, 
they found Dutt in tears. 

"t am not scared of death or what 
mi^t hai^xn id me in (he bospiud. But 1 
am scared of the c<^. They keep me 

lied to the bed like a dangerous convict 

would be. 1 have not tried to escape and 1 
have always honoured the law. Then 
why are th^ doing this ?“ he asked them. 

They had no aruwer for him. But does 
(he government have an explanation dial 
will satisfy Sanjay and his family? • 


•iMaarjiJBMy 



The southern 
expedition 


Arjun Singh takes his battle with Narasimha 
Rao to Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 





.V, Niinisiniha Tamil Nadu Iwcausc the PCX' 

Rao won hwuu'tf chid cluimcJ ihai the memhershtp for* 
of the ^oulh. You ins hud hwn iitsl'. As a fnaili. Tamil 
mark my words. Nadu had no elcvivd tneniN;rs in the 
he's foiop 10 h'sc C'ongrcss Working Committee (CWC). 

N'CAuv of the ^ouih,” saUI u Congass But Rao xicd only when Rarnamunhi 
MP from Tumi! Nadu All of Iasi week asked puny memhcfs to boycott the 
Con|!^^v MPs« whohuve yet lorcciwiT during his visit ui Tamil Nadu for ibe 
trom the puny ’s sluvk defeat in Andhru World Tamil Conferemv. 

Prudvsh und Kiimo(ako< waned loi the Ramamurthi’s revolt was updcrsiand* 

Prime Minister to act. They wanted R;h) uNc - the Tamil confereoce bad tuirwHl 
tocidter accept rcspinsihifiiy for the piu- <hiI lo be a 0Ae*wuman show withTaiml 
ty’s humiliation in the Assembly elec* Nadu chief minister Jayalalidu using 
tions in the siiuih urd order an enquiry the opportunity to funhci her parly's 
into why ii happened, or. act against cause But Rao was not willing to take 
those who were questioning his the insuli lying down He threw Rama- 
leadership." munlu out 

Hui Ruo continued lo IcxA ihc mher Bui the former PCX' chief grew even 
way. He did attack the 'enemy wiihm', morv Jeliani He nm only oHitinued 
hut while die PM left no <inc in douN with his anii R.io rhetoric, hut even 
that his tuigci Wits Arjun Singh, he did went to the extent o| mviiing Arjun 
noth I ng lo sugge st that he was c i ihci i nic* Singh to attend bis hmhday erlcbrutions 
re sled in gett i ng the pun y hack im i (s Icei on 24 January. 
ui t hut he wanted to cxmisoI idaie the Con- Singh readi ly accepted the i nv not km 
gress' huso m the siKiih. He rescheduled hrs travel plans to inelu- 

Insieiul, It wus Arjun .Singh who made dc a visit lo the Rajiv Giindhi memonul 
most <d ihe snuntion. The Crwgress’ «it Snperumhudur. and hulls at Bmigalo- 
most tamfHJs dissident crosscii the Vin- re and Tirupaii. The formerilnion imni- 

dhyus making commtm j-- 

cause with all those who 
hud u grouse against Rao. ■» 

He uirciidy had an ally in 
A.K. Antony, <Hie of 

Kerala's most respected AVVvr^dK 

leaders And Rat> made Stsk jkJ 

Singh's }ob easier hy 
sacking the Tamil Nadu 
Pradesh Congress chief, 

V. Ram.imurthi. n;plik*- 
ing him with Kuirari Ana- 

nihan, leader of a nvaJ . 

camp. While V. Ramaimullii (kft) has becone the raHjtng poiot 

ihcl^s^kRl:” forJssidMteinTiiBfl^Veerap^Moily,aR^ 

munht all the state kyalut,IStMtiip(tf iSlCtOfBMKtCOipCSg^ 

units have held <irganisa- KlfOltiki 

tionul cleciions except i- ,- --- 






Narasimha Rao: battling Arjun Singh Ir 

ster hiid l.ikert Im unti Kuo ciiinpai^m to 
the St Hit h. 

T hiTc arveiHiiigli ('migicssmen in (he 
south wIhi will listen Ui .Aijtin .Sn.gti 
and the issties he is raising His strategy 
I s ttu u 1 11 \ ale t Ik* us c rage ('ongress w i >r 
kci "Hi* just li.is to wih uvei the ('on- 
gicss worker, it's no use 
Ibolding public meetings. 
DO matter how well- 
uiiended ihcy are.' lenui - 
kedan MP. And iris like¬ 
ly that Singh will raise 
the Rajiv Gandhi .issassi- 
nution issue daring his 
ciintaci prog ram me. 

'The Rajiv murder is 
an cmolional issue with 
the people. It ts not somc- 
, thing that Congres.s wor- 

ngpoiot kers can orget quickly. 

A Rip them, It IS a re fleet ion 

, of ihcir plight — tivy tire 

ntfllD persecuted hy Jayaluli- 

iha. threatened by ihe 
Uberetion Tigers of 
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0 domain 

*f ,1 ini I i (i. I Th) uikI (ik'y 

htkf iluM I In* (Vniro ikxs mHhm): 
>oiivOsin^ <1^ scr(lHJ^ J%«i p(ililu:.il iisN;iN< 
MtMhon Sms'll ^^il| ilKidfirc linO 4 
rciViMivo ;iiulk'iH;c wtvri K’ ljlk \ 

>a> *> p.in>' NtP, 

StNj;h uill jKo ImJ chji he in ^Mich* 
ci)}> :i a's^HinMNc* chord wiltcn lie ulks iif 
tvroniiN u ilh II human I;kc. Ramamurihi 
[as heen lulkinii uhoul (Iv ixx'd IW a 
* hi ITU line' CM I polKA’ loi Ncverai monihs 
noM H\it there bus hern no iCNponso 
ln>m tik: (Vniic And this in an impi>n- 
ani isMic bevnuNC Ihc C'lmgivsN* Mippon 
in I.tiiul Nadu comprises ihc 
CIUNN 

The C'on^jvsshus 25 MPs tiom Tamil 
Nadu in the cummi T«>k Sahha In Ihc 
next clci. 1 i(Mis. il ciinnol ht'pc 1 <» win 
c\cii ii handful of seals. Sinjih s mission 
in this round of visit lo Tamil Nadu is to 
cslahlish himself os on aUemutive lu 
K ui>. " W hai do we have to losci hy hack- 
inji him).’asks anMP. 

T 'ick* IS even greater potent nil fm 
Aijun SmtiH ;o iMiHd a base in Kama* 


taka (h in in rjmil Nadu T!k' ismk's ilut 
he has raised .tie lekv.int if the fviriv 
wants 10 siaik* a conk'lsuk in K.icnaiaka 
M^nciner. ihck' is ,ilsi»j»i eater Hxipe lor 
pluyinf l.k’tion.d pobiKs which Sin^*h 
excels in While most p,in)jiK:ri m Uk 
stale ore t^uiinmf* JiV Vccuppa hhni). 
heddmg him rcsjuwsihlc for the panv's 

Ar|uA Singh: raiding Rao’s stronghold 



dismal performance in ihe rveeni dee- 
lions. Rail has not escaped entkism 
either, “Without any disrespect hir Rao, 
Til still Name him for the defeat of the 
pany since he became a tool i n the hands 
<rf MKoe leaders from the state. It w&i a 
ht^ blunder. Rao should have exercised 
his ri^hi us a pany presidcni instead of 
yicldin^i (o people like Moily." said 
A.K Aiaanihukrishnan. u middle level 
C<in|»ressmuA fnim Karnataka, "The 
C<)fi|ticss president should have acted 
against Moily. Rao is as responsible ks 
Ml HI y for the party' s defeat, “ added ano* 
ihcr Congress leader. whf>didn't want to 
he named 

As a result. Ar]un Singh is gaming m 
popularity among Karnataka Congrev* 
snwn. 11k’ suppdii for the fiwier Union 
mmisccr of course, has not yet taken the 
lorm of an open revcilt, hut he is the sub*' 
)ivi oi discussion m closed*door 
(Ik'd mgs, 

tn Kanuiaku. Singh's stn)ng point is 
his acccptahilUy among*ihe minontieit. 
"Ihe ("ongress Nis been haltered in the 
stole hccuuse ihu Muslims hacked ihe 
ianata Oul this time. As u reaction. Con* 
pressmen are dismayed lhal while the 
Muslims nrc mx coming hack to it. the 
Kharatiyu Janata Party (HJP) is working 
more agg^'sMvvly aimmg the Hindus to 
regain its base, which was slightly erod* 
ed during the lust Assembly elections. 
W’hilc C’ongressmcfl feel Singh’s con* 
cems ure well placed, intlghiing on this 
issue can only worsen the Congress’ 
image among the minortiics. 

However, no mutter where their sym¬ 
pathies he. puitynicn are not wilting lo 
talk in terms of u split. This dilemma 
w as ainpl y dunam siruied at a recent tree - 
ting held olihcrcMdenccofS.M.Krishna. 
a pninincni dissident leader. Hundreds 
o\ f'ongrcssmcn gathered at that mccl* 
mg had planned to pass a resolution ask¬ 
ing the high command not tn let differen* 
Cl’S in ihc party come out in the open at 
Mils crik'i.iTjuncture The resolution said 
that the stale unit would support any 
rccnncihaiion between Rao and Singh. 
But. say supporters of Krishna, the idea 
was dropped because some said It would 
isms'cy the impression that the party 
was hodly divided, 

IXiririg hie vkit to the south, Arjun 
Smgh has mode it clear lhal he would 
like to be seen as un alieniaiive to Kara* 
simha Kuo But whether Congressmen 
in the south will go along with Sin^ 
rcm;ii list o he seen * 





PROnLEI 


Son of the 
soil 

That image is the secret of 
Karnataka chief minister H.D. 
Deve Gowda’s success 

H urOunuhdU: Ikvc Gowda is 

IcMid of ilcHTtbin^' himself as 'u fHtlhffut/u" 
ia njfiti farmcri. Ir many vtays, che swanhy 
and siurdily-huilt chief mimsieTof Kemaia- 
kd, s^htus iixisi ai honw among pudd) fields, 
fcusii ng on (he vi Ilage r\' staple dKi of mi I ki haJ Is. I its ihai 
image. 

But loisk deeper and you will find an ainhiiious. vun* 
mng. and, im»si imp«>nanily. an iniclligcni man In a career 
spanning nvorc than .Iff years, Deve Omda has inched his 
way thmugh sheer grii to realise hiv dream of hccoming 
I lie chief minisu'rot Kiimataka And what is rernarkiiMc is 
Ihiii he h.is goi ui Ihe top wiilvnui ihc help of any polilkal 
nienior 

l\iliiics IS Ihc h2-year-old Deve Ctowda's sole prcuecu* 
pat ion. I le iifien claims ihai he ts so dedwated lo hi > work 
that he rarely finds imK for his wife ami seven children In 
faci, <»c»wdj likes to piofeii himsc'lf as a wurlaholie. fur 
whom 24 hours iuby is uh> les^ for all the things ho wants 
to accomplish 


political piospccLs. Uk). As leader of Chandra Shekhax's 
Satckajwadi Janaia Party in the slate, Gowda took on both 
the Cimgrtss and the ianaia Dal m I98SI only to taste bitter 
defeat. 

The way the ('ongress routed iis adversaries laughi both 
Hegdc and Ckiwdaa lesson, there was no way they could 
luipe to win it they were not together. Thai attitude finally 
poidoit and I)c\c Gowda rcali>>cd his dream of hceoming 
(he l^ilT minister. 

1 1 has been just over a inon i h si nee Go w Ja i nik o v er i he 
leins of Karnataka While this is imi short a lime lo judge 
his pcrlomiafKC, Gowda has so far maoiigcd Ki walk I he 
tightropr of easie and regional balance adeptly. 

Kui Gowda s govcmiocnt seems to be giving undue 
imporiarice lu relaiivcly minor issues. The slate govern¬ 
ment has banned gambling and lo'c hands m hoicl.s while 
Sikh ihoniy msiiecs as the IJgah Maidan issue have been 
e\ oding Noluiions, 

What\ more. Deve (N»wda wdl have to fulfil his party's 
ekvioral promises such as providing rKx: at Rs T20u kilo 
and waning farm loans for which an eMimated Rs 650 
crocc arcn«dcd. Wiih the National Bunk tor Agnculluie 
and Rural DeveU^xnvni coming down heavily on him, 
there IS nil way he can easily raise ihai kind o| money 

H.D. D»v0 Gowda hat Inthad hit 
way throng thaar grit to raallta 
hit draam of bacomingtha chlaf 
mlnittarof Karnataka. And what*t 
ramarkabla it that he hat got to 
tho top without the help of any 
political mentor 


THE MAN Irom Koienorsipur in IUssandisii]i:i of Koma- 
U ka began hi s pol 11 i cul c j rccr as a rebel The Coogress \*jt - 
I y hod t hci I refused him a t k kel. hut he vi mlcMeil us an I ndc 
pendent und won u sent in I he Legisl alive Assembly 
A long stmt in the Opposition foilowed and Cnm Jj 
came very near ti> heciHnnig the chief moiisk'r<il Kamala* 
ka when Ihc Jamil a PjOy won Ihc elections in IW.^ 
irnforiunaiely for him. ihe suave Ranukrivhiia Hegdc 
heeunic Ilic 'consensus c.iiididaic' for ihc lopjohoml Ihe 
chance i if rui mg i ho stale slipped out i >f (iow da ’ v hands. 

Initially. Hegdc and 0<iwda got along pretty well, hul 
the re tali on sh i p turned sour w lien ihc former started i gn tf- 
ing Deve Cmwda This was because whilcllcgtic. ihc thim 
Prinu* Mimsicf in-w.iitmg. was lixdonp at Delhi, (vowda 
h i mscl r begun eyeing I he ( M' ^ fiinMi i n B.inga lorn 
The acrimony soon descended io ifie level of a sircvi 
fight when Ifegilc mtuaicd itn enviuiry by the Lok Ayakta 
into IX*vc Gowda'« alleged land ikaK A bitter Deve 
Gowda (hen became a rallying point for party dissidents. 

Dcicriiiined lo gel Isiek at Hegdc for ihe msull, Gowda 
/lined up with Chandra Shekhar, who laid no love lost fur 
Hegdc Ret ween the in, they unearthed Hegdc's voihius 
land scams leading io ihc infamous phone-lappiiig scandal 
which put paid to Megde s dkMm i>l Iciiding rhe Janata Dal 
10 power at theCcnire 

Biri Hcgdc’.s politk'al cefipse afTcciv'd Deve <l<iwda'^ 


ONE OF Gowda's mum draw Kicks is dial he is seen as u 
kjdoi ol ilv diHiimjiii VokkoNga coiiiiuunjiv While he 
irics ilesperotely to live down llui image. his loughcsl lest 
will he the reservation piilicy 

If ihe chief minister impJeiiH iUs ihi* ('hmnappa Reddy 
('om miss ion repon which a\ on miendv Ml ivrccni icsei- 
votion lor .Seheduled f'asics. Scheduled Tubes and hack* 
waid classes, ho will mi’urtfic wrath i»f Ills own eomniti- 
miy, il hv* docs not. he will N* lain J led ocas lei si 

fn fact, IX’vx* G<»wJu w'oulJ «inls ho loo happy to «iv(>id 
taking Uxigh decisions bor mstance. Ik* KK'ked out of* his 
promise ol*bringing iHit a while jupci on ihe slate's finan¬ 
ces, The osiensibic rvasiin was dial foreign invesUirs 
vi’ould nevdlevsty he dissuodisl fiom investing m Ihc s!aie 
Diiio for invcstig.iiuKis mio land-gioh cases against 
I'nion railways minisicr C* K Jailer Shane I WIko con- 
fioAted w’lth such j iLmiantl, he s;ihJ Ik was unwillmg U> 
launch a vviidi-huni and that the al legal ions of corruption 
wouki he investigated only if the stale cxclici^ucr hod been 
afTeeced* 

But Deve Gowda s strength is that he is a down*Uvcarth 
inan, who is well aware of his liiniiaiioos. In ihcsc days 
when even a Pa war and a Painaik have pnmc minisienal 
ambitions, fhiwda js ssmtciu wiili his mie in Kamaiaka. 

Which really sums up H D. iXvc Gowda’s personality: 
a sun of the soil wiih his feel firmly on the ground. • 
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SPOTUGHT 



i Thumbs UP 

TheBunJii 

new band tociimmurul. 
This lime, if s a 
'm>n-pi>hlicul’ 
organism ion. (he ^ktuvyu 
Sena, which Phoolan 
Devi will lead, ostensibly 
in proiccTion of the 
oppressed i»f our country. 

PhcK)lan is chairperson 
of the Sena, along with 
the former Jarnita Dal MP. 
Gangucharan Rajput Ala 
prcs& conference held in 
the capital recently, they 
iHillined the Sena's 
idcHilogy: a demand for 30 
per cent reservation for 
women in all fields, 
Including elections to 
Parlianvoni, ihe uboliiion 
of chi id labour and 


deal out to people who 
didn't fall in Ime with her 
wi^he^i: like the Ekiavya 
of lore, they would be 
re 1 ies'cd of the i r thumbs. 


iMAdar Pmk luck hM a 

eve of the final draw, and 
the golden moment for 
Leunderamved. He 
squeezed in as the last 
entry io fill in the place 
left empty by the 
unfortunate Orabb. 

Another sobering 
though! IS that Poes 
enjoys the dubious 
f>riv liege of being ranked 
135 by the Association of 
Tennis Professionals 
(ATP)cmnpuicr. 

Bui we will not carp at 
details. Suffice it to say 
(hat he has another 
chance. 


The 

CUTTING 

EDGE 


Metallic 

MELODY 

If you arc 

one of those 
to whom the tenit heavy 
metal means an alarming 
onslaught of disparate 
noises in a violent ma. 
listen again. 

Millennium, the first 
Indian heav; metal group 
m hit MTV'.s 
Hetnl Hwjgers Balt 
(hugging the Skull 
Krushcrof the Week 
Award) is all set to release 
its second album in early 
February, and, if the 
poetic lyrics and s<HilfuI 
music arc anything to go 
by, should be able to win 
over even the most 
viruleni crtiicof the 
musical style. 


MHlcnnluiii: ^rovtngtMfr iwW» 


Asked how their new 
cximpositions sounded so 
much like old ballads. 
Millennium's Kio and 
Rluke miortcd. "Why 
ixit? Metal is more than 
noisy musk\ it's an 


attitude ' 

Sample attitude (and 
words from the album): 
“041/1 'f hr c.xptoifnH Hr 
thr exi^taiirr." 

As the same song also 
goes, Tea/|“ 


lotteries, and prohibition. 
Orclse. 

Delving into legend. 
Ph<x)lun Devi outlined the 
punishment she would 


Good news 

•‘^'v for tennis 

fans, too. Luck has most 
unexpectedly favoured 
Leander Paes. who gets 
his first direct entry into 
the main draw of a Grand 
Slam championship— 
the Australian Open. The 
bod news is that he made 
it only because the 
American,Jim Orabh« 
opted out aUer an injury. 

Grabb hud to pull out of 
the competition on (he 


MMOAT n im 











price or comfort. 

However, (bey found (heir winner in 
diesel-powered cars. Wiih petrol cosi- 
ing (hrice asi much as diesel, the manufac- 
lurers began introducing diesel varianis 
like Premier 137D and Ambassador. 

7>)ough these vehicles cost up to R% 
60,(XX) more than their petrol versions, 
the diesel varianis were an insiant hit. at 
least with tourist cur operators and taxi- 
drivers who found their running costs 
down by 33 per cent. With petrol and 
diesel-driven vehicles delivering almost 
n km to the litre, the operators found 
that their cosis per kik»mcirc wcie down 
from Rs I 53 in case of petrol cars to Re 
0.46 for diesel ones. 

And thanks to diesel vehicle* both 
PAl. and HM rcgi>»tered an increase in 
their sales. While PAL recorded sales of 
24,718 cars in (he fiscal year ending 
March 19‘>4. us against I5,.342inthcpre* 
viou s year. H M' s sa ks in the ci irrcspond- 
ing penods were fdaced at 26.893 and 
2 l.X48.respec lively. 


W iih more urul more consumers 
attracted to diesel vehicles, Maru* 
;i wa« ahrmed. Ihe company has only 
pcirol ciigircs on the niter, and il winild 
lake at least u couple of years 


_ FATAL FACTS _ 

Some deadly pollutants in petrol and diesel 

Though tbe globfti scientific community has concluded that auto 
emissions arc as harmiul to environment as the human body, there Is a 
major debate on what exact harm is caused by these emi s s ion s. 
However, titf data pul out by the Environmental Proieciion Agency 
(EPA) of the U oiled States ore be i ng accepted as a benchmark al I over 
the w^d. According lo the EPA. the pollutants and the ih reals they 
pose to the hu man body are as follows: 

CARSOM MONOXIDE (CO): 

This is a kilkf gas. whidi is emiiicd in huge concemruiinns by a 
petrol engine. CO bonds with the 

hoemoglohin in tbe Nood (which is used for carrying oxygen i and 
hence reduces the oxygen level, causing great pressure on (he henn. 

LEAD: 

Lead poisoning or pluhism is assoc iaied wi th fmal discuses of cent ral 
and peripheral nervous systems, kidneys and the immunity systems. 
Children are pamculariy at risk. 

NITROOeN OXIDES (NOX): 

Mice exposed to NOX have displayed pulmonary pneumonia and 
emphysema (both lung diseases). Children exposed lo a high 
concentration of these ga&et have shown acute respiratory symptoms 
and illne«>ses. These oxides also affeci the functions of ihc lungs. 
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before it could develop and introduce a 
diesel-drivcn vehicle in the Indian 
market. 

It w as agai nst this backdrop that Marv • 
li chainiian R.C Bhorgava fired ihc firvt 
salvo against JicseJ^car manufacturers. 

I n other words, against nl I car manufactu¬ 
rers in the country except for Maruti and 
DCM-UacwixK 

The two issued a joint statement 
attacking diesel cor manufaciurerN. alleg 
ing that diesel was a highly-pol luting \ 
substance and that c^ain cmisshxis j 
from diesel engines were caremogenK*. 

Seeking a reduction rn the subsidy <m 
diesel price, they pointed out that this 
subsidy wa.s against the principle tif free 
market economy and asked the govern¬ 
ment to either hike the price of diesel or 
increase taxes on dkscl cars. 

The diesel<ar manufacturers retaliat¬ 
ed swiniy. In d |oint statement. Ralan 
Tuta. Keshuh Mahindre and Vinod 
Doshi lambasted Maruti and Daewoo 


and denied ihui diesel wus ciliter mure 
pol I ut I ng or eua i ri'jgen ic. 

They claimed thal diescl engines 
were iiuire efncicnt and (hat ihcit emis¬ 
sions were substaniially lower than 
ihosc front petrol engines. Regarding 
the subsidy, iltey said ihai the subsidy on 
dieM,'! helped commcaial transport and 
Its withdrawal would cause higlwr inl1a- 
lion Also, the number of cars using die- 
*<1 were pitifully small and hence, subsi¬ 
dy was niH being misused. 

Despite these statements by ihc diesel 
lobby. 11 w os appa ren 1 that (he y had j um- 
ped the gun When Si sim\ conlocied 
Tala Engirk.vring and Locomotive Com¬ 
pany (Tcico) for dciai I > of the dui a quot¬ 
ed in the statement, senior ofUcials were 
unable lo furnish evidence or quoic any 
outboriiativc s«Hircc to back ibeir claims. 
Instead, they pushed a number of aai- 
cles publidKd in diesel industry jour¬ 
nals. claiming them to be the s<mrce ol 
then data. 


RATANTATA 


In a joint statement, RatanTata, Kashub Mahindra 
and Vinod Doshi claimed that dlasel ananas wara 
mora officiant and that thair amissions were 
substantially lowar than those of petrol anginas 
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The main reaeon 
behind the 
popularity of 
diesel cars is 
that the fuel 
costs a third of 
petrol, and 
hence 

substantially 
brings down the 
costof 
runnings 
vehicle 


loo. hflvc iricU lo projcci Jkscl in a 
fiivourdbk lighi. Nciiher h speaking ihc 
(rath. Hot. ihr choice of a fuel 
^houlJ (kpend on i|s impact on environ- 
meni, human health us elso ihe econo* 
mk'sof iK uv. 


So. which K ihe greener tueP The 
peirol Kibby has made diesel o*ii to he 
some kind of a killer that should mn be 
lei loose on Indinn sirccis. while prujcci* 
ing poirol as the saviuur of ihe Indian 
cn V ironmc ni. Di csci man u faci urers. 


B oih diesel and peii\)l are fossil !ucK 
or hydrociutions ihai belong [o ihc 
same genre iA ehcoiical coiTi|H>unds, <hi 
burning, hydrocarbons largely priHlucc 
carbon moiHixiJc, carbt'n diosidc. sul¬ 
phur dioxide and miroiis oxides. JiiiuUli 
non, lomxildehydcs. kcioncs, bcn/cnes. 
lead and solid panic ulaic niaiicr are 
released 

Oncrmihusluin. petml produces large 
amounis of carbon monoxide, oxides of 
sulphur, some hydrocarbons and uIm) 
iraces of lead 

In conirasi. diesel emissions eom{>ri- 
se carbon monoxide, nilrugen oxides, 
hydrocarbons and suspended parti culuic 
mailer, wlucli is basically h.ilf-bumi 
hydrocarbons. They also contain cinlain 
elements (hcHighl to be earci»K>genic. 
Morever, in order to meet Ihe growing 
(lenumd for diesel (which has grown by 
more than 150 per cent from 7.2 million 
tonnes since 1981) refineries use the 
lechnjquc of increasing ihe boiling 
range for extraction of h^vjei fractions. 
This results in an increase of sulphur, 
asphaltic content and carbonaceous 
maierral in the fuel, which in turn raises 
the emission of purticulaies. smoke end 
sulphur dioxide. 

While the emissions from a petrol 
engine can he largely laken care of by 
installing a ihrec'Way catalytic conver* 
tor and using desulphurised, unleaded 
pcuol. it is more difficult, incase ordie* 
scl, to control the emissions, 

Thert, diesel has several oiher draw* 


THE CULPRITS 


Toxins in diesel emissions 


Besides ihe 
obvious dusiand 
smoke associated 
with diesel, which 
causes a high level of 
visiMe pollution, 
di esci Uas come in for 
strong attacks from 
reputed 
environmental 
movcrTHints m view of 
the af^jTchension. 
backed by some 
scientiftc studies, that 
diesel cmissidns are 
poteniiaily 
carcino^kcor 
miiugem. The 
follwnu toxins in 
have 

MftftttlyW and 
fiiStk^tKEPA: 


from diesel. Though 
prxrsem in both petrol 
and diesel emissions, 
il canbetkeutraJised 
by caialylk' 
convertors attacbed lo 
petrol engjTie.s 
Benzene is listed as a 
known human 
carcinogen fcaiegory 
Aland causes 
leukaemia In humans. 

ACCTALMHYDEs 

^Formed by 
incocDpleie burning of 
fuel, ills a probable 
human carcinogen 
that causes na&al 
tumours in rais and 
laryngeal tumours in 
hamsters. 


Formed by 
iiKXMnpleie 
cumbustion in both 
petrol and diesel 
engines, 
formaldehyde is 
effectively controlled 
by coulytk 
convene^ available 
only Sot petrol 
engines. It has been 
listed a.sB I c^a 
probable human 
carcinogen, which ix 

known to cause nasal 
cancer in rats. 


BCNZCNC: 

One of the most 
dangerous emissiom 
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Kicks, too. The noise level, ut thcoper^* 
lor’sear, in a diesel vehicle is snbstiiniiul* 
ly higher fat least ten dccihcKi than in 
cose of a peirol engine According to 
experts. 7.^ decihels is the average noise 
level in Bombay ond that itself is tiM> 
high. Constant exposure to noise abxive 
70 decibels is suspected to cause scvc'raJ 
health pniblcms like high blood pressu¬ 
re. ulcers and even partial loss of hearing. 

There IS yet another serious pmhk*m 
with ihc use of diesel in India "A diesel 
engine, if not prtipcrly maintained, will 
lead to II very high level of pollution. 
Also, there is u tendency amongst Indi* 
ans to mix kcrx>scrw in diesel, which 
fu n her exacerbates the problem • if pol lu* 
non." says Rashmi Mayur. an environ* 
incntulisi from Bombay. 

Mayur also s*iies examples the world 
over where ihv^ proportion o1 diesel* 
driven cars has always been under 15 per 
cent tif the total car pivpulation except in 
a few counincs like Germany, “njcscl is 
unasstheiic. hesidex being a pollutant 
Oil I cities would bceomc uovmble if Ihc 
|)ro}voni<)n of diesel siirs went up sub* 
sijiniially." warns a senior scientist 

Hot. iIk' sirongesi a i gun win jgamsr 
allowing diesel cars wnhoui aiUlnional 
luxation can perhaps he found m lliccco- 
mmiies o! lunntng .i ai The main 
son behind the populaniy ol Jies«d vuis 
)s I hat I he fuel iosis a third of 'tnd 
heiK e sulwraniially brings down the cost 


R.C. BHARGAVA 


ol niamuimngd vduvle. Tins eic«i 
abuse of the subsidy on diesel Govern* 
menis the world m^er subsidise diesel 
because it rs used in commerxia] uaiis* 
port, railways and agnculiure An 
increase m diesel prices almost always 
fuels jiiflation. 

However, pruMenis ariv when 
people suo abusing the subsidy by buy 
mg diesel cars Thai means people using 
\Kin4 carv are subsidising those using 
dK’veb driven imev. 

This IS an aniunaly which the govern 
riKiU needs to reciily and that is perhaps 
why must ciHintncs inip<isc higher taxes 


It was MUL s 
chairman who 
firad the first 
salvo against 
dlasel^r 
manufacturers. 
In other words, 
against all car 
manufacturers 
Inths country 
except for 
MarutI and 
DCM^Daewoo 


HI 0 icsi') cai s AI most e very wherr i n 1 he 
world, die.se! cars make up less than 
5* 10 per cent of the imoJ car population. 

It IS only In India, ihat a diesel car 
iusls only about Rs 7O.fi0H mem: than tt> 
permbdriven eoumerpan. Hence, a 
buyer can recover hrs extra investment 
by saving on fuel charges within the first 
04.4VV) km. Hroni then on, the car in 
vinually nmnmg for free, 

It will he impractical to hike the price 
of dicNCl. as it will kad u> a sharp rise in 
inBaiion and will he counter* 
prixliKTiva. 'rhcrelore, it the govern* 
ment Is venous abraii cancelling out the 
effect of Ihc subsidy that diesel cars 
entoy. It must levy an 
additional tax on them. 

I'his is not to suggest 
that nothing needs to be 
(toK dlmut petrol 
vehicles. The govern¬ 
ment needs In ensure that 
refinancs retunc their 
mach I ncry so as (o cut the 
sulphur levels in petrol, 
lou. And Imally, it must 
ruthlessly cnish monufac* 
turefs’ resistance to fix¬ 
ing a three-way caialyclie 
convertor on all new c:us. 

Also, users have to be 
trained on how to keep 
their vehicles clean and 
fine*tuncd. which is not 
just environment* 
fncndly, but economical 
enough to cut down fuel 
consumption 
dramuiicallv 
XJitvfr 

htaray«Mn/M#iv MM 
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BUSINESS 


The Intemalioiuil 
EahTex Comortium. 
an organisation that 
works towards the 
ecological 

optimisation of textiles, 
comes to India 


E Mhciicv m»c>iny 

unit ci'ctlofy. 

Iticsc arc whyi ihc 

Hkus iv itn." says 

Wilhc Bcuih, 
Tuumkrtind [vcsuicm ohlx* fnicriiaiun 
al hco'Tcx C'on^o^l jrn. jn <w^inis4iH>n 
ihiii »orVs luwdrJN I Ik* ccoU)pic*il i>pli* 
mj Mil ton ol ic^uk's Hcuih has hccn ja 
I hv (cKtik* iiKliisiry liir rntrv lhan 25 
yejiN l>inuril> ikahdp ssith dyes, hr 
was iilwiivs conecn^ed ah«HJl ihc pcissihi* 
111 ) chcnikal rraciions on sbri 

ih^ cimcvn) ^rvw and kH>k shape dur* 
inji his vca^ in ihc huoncss uihI rmally 
nmnitcsU'J ilscll in ]%?. when ViHdk 
Textile Kyfhcn <tf Crcrmjiny afKlTcxitlr 
Design (iroup ol* Italy formed the Rco 
tex C'onsonigm. one of the firsi orgamsa* 
lions io prove th«il prol'il, (jualily and 
environnK*m can he symhiiKic 
hsseiuially, coMex aims «i irsiil a 
concept oi fcspoixsible care in ils mem* 
hers iill over ihr world 'HrivirDfiincnl. 




health and stvial respon- 
sihiliiy form tiK basis of 
our trust.' says Beulh In 
sliort. ihis means that any 
prodiicl (hai has the ecu- 

lex ceniricatc wiH he 
“ccologicalJ) positive, 
hicvdegradahic a/Kl non* 
loxic.' ('<impanies that 
wish 10 become members 
of the tico'iex C\>nson- 
iuni have lo pay DM 
5,(KK), as welJ as confnnn 
to ihe stringent ceoOex 
regulations 

Cenlral lo 0>c cciHCx 

procedure is the company 


;eCO-te;r’ ^ 



¥nill« BMrtht *Eitv<roiwp> t ImM and wcfH 

rwppwAlWIty gom tfc* hmmH at mtf W t* 


audit Basically, a weak ptunt with 
local prcHlucers. Ihe eco tex audit covers 
the entire chain from cotton fields to the 
final recycling of Ihc product. l>Kumen* 
talion has lo He produced at every stage, 
failing which, a member has to submit lo 
a battery oJ analyses And only if Ihcse 
demands arc saiisficd docs a mem her get 


Ihe eco*iex ceflifieaie. Thc-cerirficaie is 
valid only for a year, and even during 
(lut periiid. covtex nHimiors the mem- 
hcr's prodiKls, 

So. why w.KjJd any savvy business* 
man want tr> pul his company Ibrough 
this wringer? Quite obviously, it is the 
benents. Because of its worldwide net* 


Vriifk. ecii-tex eun oMcr nvinhcrs a ^\o 
hat ivrspcMisc. Networking meuns that 
II van fonvasi t tends, thiisoftering mvin- 
hins assisiaiKT m h voiding pixihlcmativ 
products lor fuluic lines New mciiibeis 
aa* alsi»adv i>ed oii a cleat com puny pol i • 
ey that has a strong ceol<)gical base*. 

Members have unbmiUii aivess to 
the es'o-tex (Uilubasc in CoUigne ’Rijs 
iiK'ludcs inronnaiioii about styling, 
cicsigning. new icchiiologics. suurciiig 
of prrkJucis and pniduvcrs, packaging 
materials ^nd anything else thiii comes 
wahin the purview ol a lalvic, yam i>i 
garment niHuufaciurcr And analyses by 
accTcdited institutes worldwide arcavai* 
labte on request 

In addition to these promises is 
Bcuth's funhiT assurance that ecD*icx is 
working towards “a well-rounded 
approa^ to textile production. \ step* 
by*stcp chain where everyone realises 
the\t own responsi hi 111 y. “ S i it ipl y put. in 
the world of gannenis. tAbrics, dyes and 
yarns (which is what eco-tex restricts 
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ihchoririm with the Gemun health mint- 
siry hanging a new law inin effect 
which will outlaw ceruin dye 
stuffs thai are known carcimv 

genk' agent s Very soon, this i s e Kpeclcd 
to hccoiTH! an Furopcan comntuniiy law. 


Apart from other 
textiles. Arvind 
Mills currently 
produces 50 million 
metres of indigo 
denim. Us denim 
line is certifiedby 
EcO'Tex, which has 
helped a great deal 
in identifying 
ecology^related 
issues in its 
production 


Along with Brazil. 
#%Jndia wav one of the 



Droach 


iiNcll li>t. I Ins iiUMiiv iliji cK^ryinK' lii>iti 
the a>nNunK'i lo the luiinei to ihcemi- 
r< in me Ml will hcncfii 

keeognismg ilini ilk’ hn.il heiK'lit Un 
one sell is i Ik* on I > eln> in^’ Imee hirlkisi- 
ncssniL'ii.’ Ileuili has ein)K* close loaper- 
feet h.ilahee hs’lween I he pi'leinieal 
needs ol (indns miJ mk’uI ei>n- 
seiotisness '*lii Tuiope. pe«»ple .*re will¬ 
ing lo psi^ a hllK’ nioix’ if tlte pti>diH’l is 
cc‘i incnill).’ Hul to tnim), this argu¬ 
ment slid does not HNifs thill ilw niuM- 
nnmi inerease on eiM-iev ceitiheJ gar- 
nienisc.in he KM 5 per eeni ol the a*Uiil 
price heo'iex iep^'sel*tames insist ihal 
tlii» iiKtcJM.' ^vilJ icvcl ilwif wiihin llic 
nc»i yc:i» K’eaiis*' n is iiii’ic Kingly cii'ar 
(hill the eeo'icx cenilienlc is K'Coimng 
more of » nea'ssii) i a ther i han a v anit> 
lor a company 

As Ulopi.m :is n sounds, eco-iex has 
CM uM I shed 11 self inihceoosuMkts'miiHJ 
and ils louikVr is etNtlideni lhal ecivteit 
standards and principles will mhhi bceo* 
me the nornt. OtHiJ news is. in fact on 


^AJndia wav one of the 
first countries to be select¬ 
ed fur the cco>te« experi¬ 
ment. bvi here, the con- 
son ium had to face a num- 
her of problems because 
of qualiiaiive ha/anJs and 
crraiic schedules. 

Willie Bcuih explains 
“Indjan e%pon%. at one 
time, were seen more as a 
problem than a gam hy 
Western businessmen 
l.ibemlisdium is goud 
because it will iniegcaic 
India wjih Ihc iniemuiion- 
al nurkd IKK e more. The Indian husincs- 
MUCH iuc eager to re*)oin (he world iuid I 
iht'v will siv ilkii their products ire up to | 

world stniklards. r 

As fui as eccvtcx is 
ouM'nk’d. the Indian 
lihcialisaiion will extend y 
iHii a*«H’h heciMse rnixe ' 
and m<xc l:un*pean and | 

Japanese buyers insist on 
1 he cen* lex ceriiGcatc.' 

Kco-Tex Asia tight- i • 

4ipped oNnil its nk'itihers 

litf rcusons ol conlidenti- 

alily. hut docs acknow* 

ledge tliot textile Ngwigs 

like Arvind Mills. Jersey India and 

Delhi's ReiuTds Iknise are on their list 

Arvind Mills has heen a mernher of 
cco-tex ever since July 1*^ lUplain- 
ing why AfS'ind Mills chose to bwxnc : 
I’x’o-Tcx members. S. Padmanubhun, 

s icv*prcsid(Ait i^xrraiHNis. says. 
’’Arvind lu> plans to become a gU>hal 
organisation in textiles. Given the fact 
that cciAigy is a major i»\uc In the cun- 
lemporary world, we has c to do every th¬ 
ing necessary on this froot Our best part¬ 
ner in such issues is the Hco-Tcx 

C4N)>tfinium.* 

Apart from other teMdec. Ars’ind cur- 
aittly produces 50 million metres i>f 
indigo denim. Its denim line is ccrtiRed 
hy Eco-Tex and Padmanabhait asserts 
that this has helped a great deal in tdenii- 
lying ecology-related issues in its 
production. 

Agreeing wholly with Beuih about 
I he global need for eco<on»iousness. 


WlqrwouM any savvy 
busbiessnian want to put 
his company through this 
wringer? _ 

Quite obviously, it is 
the beneffts 

■ Bacaust of ils worldwide 
oetwofk $y$tern, oco-iex can offer 
members a plobal per siwiive 
Networking means that il can 
forecast trends, thus offering 
members assistance ih avcuding 
problematic products for future 
lines. 

■ Members have unlimited access 
to the ecodev database in Cologne 
This ifKludes information about 
styling, designing, new 
lechnologies, sourcing of products 
and producers, packaging 
materials and anything else that 


1 > I* 




comes within the purview ot a 
fabric, yam or garment 
manufacturer. 

4 

■ Analyses by accredited 
institutes, worldwide, are available 
on request. 

■ New members are also advised 
on a clear company policy that has a 
strong ecological base. 

P.'idnunubh.'in hclicvcN ihai ’ Incli.i has 
no option but in iKU'pl and ad<^ Ihccco- 
lex principles “ 

Bcuih admits ihai ’’as a consoriiuin, 
IxxMcxwill IKK kisi.. To bclicM' ihji 
wixild he amvgiiik'i'. Insicail. we aim 
10 build I'cnificuiHin IhvJics in ics|vc* 
live countries which would cniorvv ecu- 
lex guidelines iirxJ also hav i* inincd audi • 
tors U) do audiis v>r Uxiil mrinbcrs.’' • 
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T he managing dine- 
lor of a company is 
nuf playing golf and 
has 10 be coniacicd 
urgently. Ormayhe. it's a 
medical emergency and 
the docior is noi answer* 
ing ii>e telephone. Then 
again, (he person tu he 
reached could he a hus* 
hand who has gone to 
Bombay on a business^ 
trip without IciO'ing aeon* 

(Act number with hts wife 
in Delhi. 

Soon, it will txK he 
impossible to get hold of 
people on the nx>vc, 

Wiihin the next two 
mumhs. AM India Radio 
(AIR) will be launching 
the country's firM radio 
data servicing (RDS) 
pagers. With the help of 
these pagers, a message 
going up(o a maximum of 
W characters can he sent. 

To receive a message, all 

you have to do is to 

answer the ha;p on your 

poclkCl pager - • ihe mess* . 

age will he (hen flashed I 

on (he pager screen. 

'The hcauiy of it all u ihal AIR will 
not incur any addiiKmal expenses on 
(his, while ii hopes to Ciim a revenue ol 
Rs 6.4 crorc annually." says H M Jnshi, 
engineerin'Chief. AIK. 

This i.s because AIR plans to utilise 
the existing KM rnfrast rue lure for the 
pager service. 'Hw base barnl frequency 
of the KM iransm i uer »s 75 KH /. The pr» v 
grammes irunsmilted on FM are usually 
music programmes, which use upto 53 
KH?. letting the remaining 22 KH/. go 
waste. "I(*s .simple malhemalics.' says 
ioshi. *'This spare KM ha.se har)d 
spectrum can be used as a sub-camer for 
broodcasimg either additional, kiw* 
quality sound programmes or for infor* 
mation in (he form of data. '* 

Trying lu explain (he actual process in 
layman's terms. Josht says. "All the call¬ 
ing party ha.s to do is nng (he paging con¬ 
trol room located somewhere in (he city. 
The control rcHim i hen form ais the mess¬ 
age and sends it to the FM broadcast tran¬ 
smitter. This I'ormaied digital message 
gets encoded before it is fed into the tran¬ 
smitter, Pnvacy ol the message will he 
maintained, as these will not he aired on 
the radio, hut sent drrectly to the pagers.' 
NiK only will people he able to send 
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BEEP! 

Radio paging comes to Delhi 


messages to each other in Delhi (within 
the radiu-s ot' 60 lulls aroumi the tiwu^mit • 
ter, which is located at Kriumpura). hut 
as (his scrvkx will soon he extended to 
all (he 8.5 KM transmiiiers Imaied in van* 
oils cities m Indra, a person in Delhi can 
easily page someone in Bombay as well 
"In this case, the message will he sent 
1 1 om t he Delhi KM transm iticr to the one 
in Bombay, and (hen passed ai to the 
pager in B^hay.' says foshi. 



tIUltM 
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This, in fact, is the 
main advantage that (he 
RDS pagi*Tv have over 
the ones that the post and 
telegraph dcpaitmcni 
has in the pipelines. The 
Post Office Codc.Sia»dar- 
disaiion Advisory Group 
(POeSAG) pagers are 
limited only to the local 
areas covert hy trail sm it • 
ters, "In addition, they 
still have to develop the 
■ infrastructure and the 
W transmitters, whereas 
oun is already existing.” 
says Joshi. 

AIR, if Its official 
Kund'OUt is to he 
believed, is the first 
IHihlic hr<»adcastcr in 
‘ A SI a to of I cr (hi s service. 

The haod'oui hIso 
claims this technology, 

which is *one of the latcsi technologies 
in the world*, has hccr> developed and 
extensively tested by the AIR research 
and dcvcliq>mcni dcpanmeni. 

The acti^ pagers that arc going to he 
used will he foreign ones like Nokia <»f 
Kiniand and Access of HSA. But Indian 
companies like Hindustan Computers 
Limited are also negotiating for a tie-up 
u> gel a sl ice of 1 his upcom i ng market. 

Meanwhile. AIR has already been 
approached by private operatoi's. who 
will he dealing with the NUbscriben>. "It 
is upto (hem. if they will sell the pagers 
(which ant a$ much as Rs 11 .(100 to Rs 
12.0(H) a piece I or if they will rent them 
out, the way MTNL rents out teiqjhcmcs 
and charges an additional service fee," 
says Josh i. 

Although pagers are rKM new to India, 
they have been opcsaiiiig only in a li/nu* 
ed way. within a restrkied radius of five 
(o Icn kms. TTie scenario, however, pny 
mises to be very different in two months 
lime after All India Radio launches the 
country's first RD.S pagers. Come April, 
and communications rn India will 
ccfiainly turn over ■ new page. • 
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book 

R emember Uw days when 
paraUel opcreuvrs 
financed overseas expenses 
(hrough (l>e H aval a network 
and then h ved i n fear? Now, 
there is good news for 
rcc iplen ts of Havala fu nds, 
TiK Rn force mcni 
Diredoratc, which is 
respiHisihle for taking aciion 
againsi ihcsc racketeers, has 
decided not to register cases 
againsi those receiving less 
than Rs 2.5 Jakh through the 
Huvala system. 

Rut why'’ According to a 
conrKleniial draft of the 
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the r»cld for infrastructural 
projects i« «ill wide open 
White most new foreign 
investors arc wlopting n 
wan'and* watch policy 
before they make up their 
minds, ihishas not stopped 
some of the existing 
companies From increasing 


theircoiiimiimcnis even in 
the fxT of crittcism. 

(>nc sus h company is the 
Swiss multinational. Asca 

Brown Boseri(AHH) ABB 
has decided to increase i ts 
xiakc to about US $1 billnm 
in infrastiuctural po'jccis by 
the turn of the century. 
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EVENT OF THE WEEK 


1 




Havain: ho mu and dry 

Rnforvcnicni Directorate's 
propi^'Uil. II IS shun-slaffed, 
and would not like tu waste 
already-sheiched rcsouices 
on pursuing smallHimc 
operators. 

Official sources.say that 
the department of revenue in 
the finance minisuy has 
cleared the decision last 
mon th. It aJ so takes into 
account some amendments 
in the Foreign Exchange 
Regu I -iX ion Act (FER A). 
Thus, this decision will 
make sure (hat some 8,500 
'small* eases arc 
'dropped* 

■ Full of 


■-.'7111 [• :•] il*\- 


T hough the country has 
recorded moderate 
success in attracting foreign 
investment in some areas. 




The government is eom erncif afyout the spurt 
in the rate of inflation 

A few weeks ago, Mexico, one of the 
emerging economic powers, barely 
managed to scrape through a crisis The 
magnitude of the cnsis was Icll 
worldwide and some of India's 
infrasiruclural programmes were 
affecicd. Bui that's mn the real pr(>hlem 
the country faces today. 

What is bothering the govcmmcni is the sharp r\^ ih the 
annual rate of inflalion. which went up I mm 9 .V6 per cent 
i n the week ending ^ I December to ihe dou hie- di gi i fig urc 
of 10.67 percent in ihe following week 

Prime Minister. P.V. Narasintha Rao. is therefore 
taking no chances. At a Cabinet c omini Itec meeting 
chaired by Ihe Union finaocc minister Manmohan Singh. 

It is reported that Ihe personally reviewed the 
situation, so thai apptopriaie measures couM be lakcn welt 
in time. 

According to industry watchers, the main reastai for the 
sudden rise in prkes is ihe hike in the minimum suppiai 
prices for sugarcane. Amnher facior is the increasing 
shoflage oi pul.<s. The shortfall is expeeieJ to be in the 
region ol two million lunncs. The country has in import the 
deficit amount at inienutional prices. At the nuNnent, with 
poorempperfufmances worldwide, inicmaikKul prices, 
loo. have gone up. 

According to economists, another cumhbuimg factor 
has been Ihe exec^ive liquidity overhang. For instance, 
money supply has been growing at the rale of about 23 per 
ceni. But industry watchers are uptimistK* They prudici 
that this is a temporary phase and that prices wi 11 start 
fall I ng by Ihe end of f^hruary. when the general 
inflationary level will be around six per cent 


Voicing bis confideni^c in 
India. ABB'schiel 
exccuiivc. Percy Bamevik, 
currently in India , said 
that India now has a hig 
dtimcsiic potential and 
several of its manufacturing 
scciocs could he "future 

export engirK’s", 

■ On the right 
track 

W hile critics of Ihe 

Indian reforms have 
lambasrcd Ihe government 
about the benefits not 
percolating 1 o titc piHir. 
foreign governments think 
otherwise. 

Ai ajoint meeting 
itrgiim^ by the Bengal 
Chamber of Com inercc and 
the Indian Citamher of 
Comincrkc in Calcutta. Iasi 
week. Britain's former 
chancellor of exchequer and 
now Conservative MP. 
Nonnan LanHint. did not 
hack the critics who say that 
the reforms have only made 
the rich richer. 



I^rrtont ridiculed the 
"trickle down" iherwy 
propounded by ultra-ieftisis 
foe distribution of wealth 
among all secti<»ns. The 
important |iuini, he said, is to 
me rea.se the si je of the 
ihupotiii iir the noan radicr 
than planning how lo divide 
It. 

He drew p^mBcU and 
contrasts in the liberalisation 
experiences of UK and 
India. Britain had been a 
wealthy country and the task 
oritheralisaiiunina 
developing country like 
India IS far more difficult, he 
addcil • 
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Warning bells 


There is much is to be learnt from the recent Mexican crisis 


—I In rtccni «'cck}i. 
* everyone is 

ofi^w Mexican cri* 
siv Some arc com¬ 
ing oul wrch wum- 
f ings while mhers 
^ arc denying any 
■ sniiiijnly with 
India The irvih rs 
I somewhere in het* 
ween. The danger of a similiir shuatinn 
occur ring in India is there, hut ihk need 
not he unduly alarmed At ihc same 
time, the receni crisis, which sent Mexi< 
co's newly*clectcd govemmem in a laiK- 
pin, is a lesson for ull emerging rmarKiul 
markets ihe world over The cmuinstun 
CCS which led Mexico lo this siiuaiion 
ure somcwhiii different from ihoH* \'fx > 
vailing in India. India has lua had the 
kind of mlblKin Mexicans have expe 
rienced, nor has India been cmhonicti m 
adcN crisis in the l^s But sook warn* 
ing signals should he read carefully 
Mexico hiiili up Its foreign exchange 
reserves on foreign insiitintotud 
investors' (Fils') mvcstmcnl like pen¬ 
sion funds and government bonds Their 
reserves were in ihc viine p>si- 
tion as India's. Bui from tiS V25 hi 11 ion, 
Mexico's reserves fell to U.S Wi.3 billion 
within two weeks. India's reserves too 
have been built up suhsiantiaJly hy J IK. 
and they can leave in a shun span ol 
time, like diey did in Mexico, it 
investors* confidence »s shaken In the 
ease of Mexico, it was the reappearance 
of the armed rebels — the Zapaiisias 
National Liberation Army — in the 
impoverished southern region tif Clna* 
pas that triggered (he fears that there was 
sonicihing wrong with Ihc much 
paraded*success story of Mexicti The 
eeoniimie reforms had led to u contmu* 
ous impoverishment of a large section of 
the people m Mexico, while another sec¬ 
tion lived in every imaginable luxury. 
While some starv^ and wQiicd for their 
luck to change. Ivy League'trained tech* 
noerats were projecimg Mexico as arKK 
tlicr flc w ly • i nd uxtrial i svd country 
Everyone agreed ihM the return of 
'fli^t capital' *— i.c ihc capiial which 



The economic reforms had led to a continuous 
impoverishment of a large section of the 
people in Mexico, while another section lived 
in every imaginable luxury 


had lei I McxKO dull ng the dcht crisis -• 
sign I Bed a stable rinancial environment. 
Yet. a deeper prohlem existed concern* 
ing the disinbuiion of gams fonii the 
relomis Tbca'astmforthcuna'stmOti- 
apaswus the ^Icclining incomes of 
(he poor. The rval svages aie lower today 
than in 199(1. In allowing the market (o 
detcnnioc where investments should go. 
c'ertain anomalies devefoped. bven a 
massive anti-poverty programme, 
spearheaded h> the former President 
Carlos Salinas de Goiari. could not cor¬ 
rect ihs' siiue of the eexmomy. The 
budget daficit ami I he cufreni account 
deficit soan%l Salinas hcsiuitcd in tak¬ 
ing any steps to rrciify the overvalued 
exchange rate because he was afraid that 


this will impair invesiors’ confidence 
and his own chances of being elected as 
head of (be newly-eiKablished World 
Tnide Organisation (WTO) in case his 
policies failed. 

Overvalued exchange rate means that 
the country's exports were ntore expen¬ 
sive than imports, and the flow of 
ixnpurts did increase alarmingly, creat¬ 
ing a current account deticil ol S.^d 
billion, which was eight per cent of ils 
gross domestic product (GDP). These 
i mpems not only cooxi sted of (he essenti* 
ak bul also luxury and conxumcr goods. 
As a result, Mexican industries langui¬ 
shed, creating unemployment and lead¬ 
ing 10 a huge budget deficit. The huge 
deftciis continued lo be financed by fore* 


it ^ 










ign investuTh. who bud gone to Mexico 
only to «eek hi^f returns in its finunci- 
a I markets and their confidence was hnv* 
cd on I he siubiJity of the peso. When 
investors suibcd withdrawing nHtney 
because of thc'armed unrest, the newly- 
elected President Ernesto Zedillo Ponce 


dc Leon hiKJ to devalue the peso and thc 
old amingcineni fell upurt. The pc:so h;is 
fallen by more than .M) per cent since the 
devaluation, which was undenuken on 
19 December. 1994. This has nwanl 
huge losscN lor fonngn companies and 
t ii> The AinerHWi mvcMors* lt»sscs arc 
estimated ai around US $10 hilliiin. 

I n (he Cflsc of fruiia. ihc halanr^ oT pfty- 
menu deficit is not that threatening, 
hut there are some signs that should ^ 
watched. Imports are rising much faster 
in India also, and exporv, though rising 
at double-digit rates, arc not gnrwmg 
fast enough to propel the economy into 
higher rales of growth. Though propo¬ 
sals for the inipon of consumer goods 


have been in the air lor ^ORV time now. 
such impciris have nor yet been alUnvcd 
Kowever. ihcic is siill the danger that 
the jinpon of non-essentials might 
gum. Many aic feeling confideni that a 
rise in iin^ains signifies industrial 
rec«ivery. If that is so. ihcn then.' is noth¬ 


ing to fear 

Manv sitK'k niarkiis, ila.' world ttver. 
are cxpciiciK'ing some problems. Kven 
indusinji countries like Swvdcn. Uiilv. 
Spain and ('an.Mla has'C had sttK'k mai- 
kcis falling hci'.iusc those aiv counlncN 
with largo budget dofk’iis In Asia, the 
faJloui ol the Mexican cnsis has been 
fell on thc Thai haht. the liichincsian rupi¬ 
ah and iho Malaysian nnggil. II India is 
able to arrrui i foreign diroci mvcsiment. 
whkh senns likely aflor Iho t'S citmmer- 
cc secretary Kuti brown s successful 
visit. ii will generate confidence among 
foreign investors. Bui they hate cenuin 
pre*condtiimis svhKh nm1 seniHis thin¬ 
king. One point to waidt is full con vcni- 
hility of thc rupee and how sooii it is 


introduced. In India, even llioui^ one 
can send dollars abroad thnmgh x.iiious 
routes, full cons’criibilitv has been |xist' 
ported • - hy design and by ciicumsiun 
ecs Similaily. quick |>rn;ttisiMioii. 
w hich Me VICO fwd undenaken lo finan 
ec Its liscal dcricii. has to K* guaiJcd 
agamsi because Jt will lead to uiK'inploy 
ment and unrest 

1 he role of the governmcni is anixhei 
facior which ncs'ds lo Ix' liHikcsl mio. 
Timel) ml ei vent ion by Presuleiu Sah- 
fias could have picNCiueJ the Mexican 
crisis Thus, taking decisions ai the nghi 
lime is anoihei lesson u> be Icami rn>m 
Mevico’s experience 

Mexico lias been saved by its rich and 
innucniiiil IriemIs. TIk* crisis has been 
brouglii undci omtiol ihriHigh the ass nr 
oikcof massive US lie Ip ansi ilic hiwking 
ol Ihc InicrnainHiat Monetary Faiul, 
which arc going lo pul togethet a rescue 
ptK'kage of US $4<l bilinxi. If India is 
aMc to attract as muL‘h PD1 as ('hma or 
Mexico, ifien il need not (ear also 
because Uk’IC will id wavs be help 
as ailabic 

Thc nxiin lessen from Mexico is that 
no he fu I ui c. 1 lici c IS goi ng in IX' a ha I l<x>- 
nmgol dsnxiiKi I or cap Mai, hui such cap! • 
lal Will he in shod supply Investors uu* 
going lobe iiKirc sdcciivc alxiul which 
wsKid markets they want lobe m. They 
will alsti be demanding higher risk pic* 
onum. Noi only Incliu, hut all emerging 
markets me going in feel the ol the 
McxH'an crisis because that is the ci>n* 
sequence id gli>balisation of the capital 
markets Thc mbusi US recover) has 
also made Ihc domesiie Kind market 
nxsri' attract ivc w i i h the U S treasii r> hi k • 
mg up mieresi rates in the a'ccm pasf, 
India will have to conipeic m^irc than 
bdore Ux the US fmancidl institutional 
invcsiois* money. Amxhci warning 
Signal Is that tfv flow of 1*1 Is* funds IriKi 
(he Indian market has already lallen suK 
slaiUialIN Sti. India, like <ithci cmerging 
maticis. may h.ive lo rely on doincsiic 
savings fix nnancing its invesimciUs. 
Thc mam thing io wuleh is mvcsiivV 
cixifideiKe — how lo build n and sus¬ 
tain ii Lurking at thc hock of the i 
ins'CsIors* mirKis are <|ur>ilions aKiiil ihr 
siabilily of thc govcmmeiu and the busi¬ 
ness oul look in India If these :ia' lavour* 
able then there is nothing lo worry. 
TKHigh noi adequately siresscd, die rnis- 
sibiliiy of armed uprisings m India can 
give foreign invcsuxs queasy 

J»r n v<» aM »»»»*> WwOwm 
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ttm popgiatiort 9*pto9ton: tM ftlnCl^niQtt 4«tportftM proMm Mtor« our notlou 

BIRTH PANGS 


How many kids should an MP have? 


Before he was sus¬ 
pended from the 
Congress foe the 
Sin <if Sunjkund, 
Makhan Lai Fore- 
<Jar, then mtnisrer 
of health and fami¬ 
ly welfare, had 
introduced inParli- 
ameni a Constitu¬ 
tion Amendment Bill which sceVs lopro¬ 
hibit any man or woman having more 
than two children from becoming an 
MP. The Sill remained hanging for (wo 
years (dunng which our population rose 
by another 25 irullion) before being tak¬ 
en up by Parliament' s Standing Comm il • 
lee on Human Resource Development. 

The Times of India has sc ixipcd the 
%tory that I was among the small minori¬ 


ty of members who opposed the Bill. As 
(he qmtive recommendation of the 
committee is that government should 
convene an all-party leaders' meebng to 
consider the Bill. I suppose I h^ better 
explain why I said. ‘No/ 

The argument in favour of the Bill is 
straighirorwurd and simple. As pi^la- 
tion growth is the single-most impi>nani 
problem before (he nation. MPs slHHild 
SCI the nation an examj^e by limiting 
their piogeny Hi two kids. Then, every 
night, as couples cuddle and ardour 
finds enprchsion, she will whisper to 
him. "Oh. my darling one. remember 
our MP, Have yon gm your condom on?" 

And thus will our Net Rqimductivr 
Rate (NRR> tumble to unity, the magic 
point at which birth rates and deaih rates 
come into equilihrium. ensuring ihai 


when dawn breaks conjugal bliss would 
have grown but ihe population would 
remain stabilised. Do you buy (he 
argument? 

TME ASSUMPTION on which Ihe Bill 
reals, namely, that MPs arc a nilc nK>dcl 
for soc'ioiy. is about the most hilarious I 
have come across in my all-too-bncf car¬ 
eer as an MP. If it were true, is it not curi¬ 
ous that when we had a PM with one 
child (Jawaharlal Nehru. 1947—1964). 

we had the highe.K biith rale in irsdepen* 

dent India, and now that we have a PM 
with eight children, we have the lowest 
biith rate in history? 

There is. no section of society which 
our people hold in greater contempt than 
politicians. If asked who are the l^ggest 
crooks, ihc majority unambiguously 

VUNQAtMM^ 





replies. "PoUliciaiis.” If a.%ked «ho are 
the biggest liiirs. the majonty unhesita¬ 
tingly repUes. "Politicians" If zfktd 
who arc the leai^i estimable, the same 
majtvity tmimptly replies, 'Politicians ’’ 
How can the must coirupt, least mist' 
worthy, least well-regarded segment of 


Sion. ISRO (Mariant Rushoed permit- i national duty by draftiiig the KueJur 
ting) and the heads of all llTs. The IAS I Bill is a pnme example of why Fmedar’s 


would come next, ihe police would 
follow. 

The Ust 1 1 me coercion w as used to pro¬ 
mote family planning, the reaction was 
so vicious that rtot only did Sanjay Gan- 


society set the standards for the rest of dhi lose the clcciiun, 20 years on ite hap- 


the popM I at ion to follow '* 

No, our scandalously hi^ birth rates 
ore far too serious a (vohicm to be dealt 
with by tokenism of this kind. Rsp& ial- 
ly since the Bill exempts all presently ser¬ 
ving MPs from the’rigours of the two- 
child norm. And, inde^, puw no restric¬ 
tion on anyone who has crossed the 
ihmun rekhii before the Bill is passed or, 
indeed, upioone year after the Bill beco¬ 
mes an Act, _ r:^ 

The prcscnpi ion i s pn> 
spec live. We who have 
passed the population 
Plus Two benchmark (I 
inyxelf have three) are 
given an escape clause as 
the sweetener for sccur 
ing our support Such ^ 

double standards arc cini- 
stiiulionally sound, legal* * 
ly valid and pksliiicully 
correct. Bui do they con¬ 
stitute an cdikal norm ’ * 

Did Gandhiji ask his 
countrymen to fasi to 
death —orhimsclt under¬ 
take lo fast unto death ’ > 

And if the present MPs ' 
wcic to m>i he exempted, 
do you think the Bill has a 
hope in Hell o1 being p;is* ^ 
sed’' Do ys)u sec w hat 1 : y- 

mean by "loV cn i s m” * 1 


Icxx Fotedu's cx-minisiry dc^s not yet 


ex-minisiry has si> woefully failed to ful¬ 
fill its mission There are three stales of 
India which have alrcudv aiiamed an 
NKR of unity. 

None of them have asked its icgisla- 
lors to produce a vasectomyAubeclomy 
certificate before vimiesiing elections. 


have the guts to call ii«-U ihe ministry tif All three of them have correctly analys- 
family planning’ I ed Ihe causes of excessive hinh rates and 


Third the Bill is anti-wiimcn. The 
bulk ol Indian women, cspcvially pour 
Indian wonK*n. have no contnsl over the 
number of children they have. Thai is 
dtftemuned. cs|iccudly in ilic henighted 


taken c^mctive ociuin. The rest of ilic 
naium has merely u> frdlow their exam¬ 
ple. The three suiea are Kcralu, Goa and 
Tamil Nadu 

Jn Kerala, the story goes hack nearly a 


stares of northern India, by the hushond ccnliiry-and-u-half to the Nair Service 
and his di umal ii nhi bmg of alcohol. Soc iety. Sri N aruyana G ufM and S i r C P. 







MY SECOND mjjctf 
objection lo the Bill is 

lhat it IS coercive. Fur the UM Potato (M): aou^to prph%H any mwi «r 

measure to achieve any woman having mora than two eMWfan from bacomli^an MP 

success, Its scope will 

have to he progie.ssjvely expanded lu We havejusi created a hvinj 
cover Supre me Court judges, chief elec* our po) itic s fm women by reset 
lion commissioners (n>it lo mention third of tl«r seals and posts to 
c'h/i(>fe-mor<'nun-chicfciccijon commix- the panchayats and rfofu, 
sionors), Presidenis. vice-presidents. Hundreds of thousand-s of 
Guv Cl HOI'S, ambassoduis and high com- across (he ciHUiUy are giihig 
missioners, UPSC memhers and Finan- Ihcir wivex cimiing into their 
ce Commission dignitaries. they hasY to do lo pul on cn 

Then wc will have to lake up the would be to impregnate then 
Chief of Army Stall, followed his just one more time. Is this just? 
chhut bhaiym the Chiefs of Naval and 

Air Staff. We would then be ready to ' RCDUCINa OUR NRR to 


All three mode mass eefu- 
caiion their overwhelm¬ 
ing pnority, ihe first two 
cunccniraiingon then res¬ 
pect ivt communities, the 
Iasi using 10 the full hix 
I powers as Dewan of 
Iravancorv-Cochin lo 
s - ^ get bi>y s and g n I s. cspvc i • 

; J ally girls, to scluxil 

f / Kcr&la has the moxt 

I tin I vet sal system of edu- 
^ cal ion ill the country. It, 

1 herd ore, the 

hiilb live 

lowest Avera- 

gc life expccuncy in 
Kcmla is ulniusi as long 
V . as in Sweden. With infant 

mi»rialily down to West 
buropcan levels, unsur¬ 
prisingly. most Kerala 
wives sj). "Enough is 
enough ’ at one or, at 
most, iwo, 

'Qtedar(l«ft):aou^toprph%Hany m*n«r Northern MPs. espccl- 

mom thon two cM Wron from bocomi ot MP ly Bf P variety Ji s- 

mi ss The Keral a ex ample as 

We have just created a living space m being inapplicable lo their states. Why 
(xir politics fix women by reset Ving <mc- this slumld be so is never explained, 
third uf tlw seals and posts fui tlicm in merely asserted. The .itinyh pariwir 1$ 




r 





panehayats 


nof’atjtthkxii cuniimt with urging iuv:hondi for |he 


Hundreds of thousands of husbands ! Muslims and getting Sodhvi Rithamba- 
acToss (he coujiuy ore* going lo reseni i ra to coodeiim Hindus a.s nfpunsiik 


Ihcir wivex cimtiiig into their own. All 
they hasY to do lo pul on end to this 
would be lo impregnate their spouses 


NRR to unity is 


(impotent) 1'his is what passes lor a 
family planning programme in their 
lexicon. 


I URRE (liem to study the example of 
Ooa. Over a third of (ioa’s populmion is 


deal with the Atomic Energy Comnu.x- ’ National Duty No I. Beginning thix I Catholic. Tlie Pope's views on birth con- 
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iri>l jiK iciJious^y well'known Yd, Cnvi 
iKvamo ihc second siMc in Indm lo ollujn 
u n N K K <>l u n tiy . The huN ic ruiiuM in ihut 
ihc icNUii nuns no( <Mly tipposej ;ih(K' 
non, they also set up unisex ciuivem 
schiK^ts . and insisUxI 
ihjt ihc dau^thtc'fs ill I heir 
a III veils alien J scIhkiI 

The example uiuiihi 
on und, alter (iou's hhs’ru* 
lion m l%l, all the com* 
muiiilics of Ooa cnihusi' 
itsiicaily UM)k to edt>cj* 
non Thu coiiNcqucncv is 
lh;U dliiHisi aH Ihe social 
I ml I CCS for Cji>a arc 
ikriK>n^ Ihc hcsi m ihc 
country, And ihc Pofic 
notwilhsianding. Cnva's 
hirih rule is aiiMiri^ ihc 
lowest in Ok country. 

The in«»si dramatic cvi' 
dcticc of the link between 
girls* cducMiion and ramp¬ 
ant birth conirt)) coiiwx, 
however, I’nuii my home 
state 0 } lamil Nadu Hirst 
of all, we have no HJP 
MPsoreven Ml,As w 
we nfv not needlessly dis* 
trusted tiom the tusk at 
hund. Second, we have 
hud since Kamaruj's 
chid mmisturship. a 
schiH'l mid'duy meal 
scheme, expanded to 
cover every govemiucni 
school in tiK stale since 
MOR* s second coming in 
19M0. 

Ibu consei|ucnec is 
that whereas Tamil Nadu 
birth niies in 197^ weic 
comparable U> UP's. two 
decades Inter UP*s birih 
rules remain virtually 
where they were while 
lumil Nudu’s has plum- 
meted to below 20 per 
MKXf, thus ensuring an 
NKR of unity less. By 

2020 there will he fewer 
TuiiiiK than in 2000! 


Since the noon^y meal 
canntx be eaten before noon, the idk 
hours from eight to 1 2 are laken up with 
ihe three Rs. 

Thus, although the Dravidian move- 


- / 

... ' 








THIt S 1 AOQERIMO 

.itiucvefiicnl is ihc o»nco- 
nie id providing every 
pareiii with (he incentive 
of sending ihur 
duughicrs fi> schiHif, not 
to study so much us to get 
one square nwal Ji 
govcri 1 men i ex pen se. 


Before he was killed in Tamil Nadu, Rajiv Gandhi 
had inserted into the Congress manifesto a solemn 
pledge to introduce a National Noon-Day Meal 
Scheme within 1000 days of assuming office. 
Literally nothing has been done about redeeming 

that pledge 


ment has ensured the comprehensive 
wrecking of Tamil Nadu’s once- 
legcndary education sy54cm, although 
the kids arc taught budly, at least they are 
taught stmKihing^cinnjgh. ul any rate, 
for cv cry g I rl -child to 1 cco 
gtiise the letters ’'Copper- 
T" < Tam i I Nadu' s favour¬ 
ed intr.Miterinc device} 
and to count tlK heads on 
her rosary to tell when lo 
take the pill. 

So. even though Tamil 
Nadu’s husbands arc as 
Kvorish und brutish and 
drunken as their northern 
uxinierparis, the hirth 
p;uigx of their previous 
even i ng ’ s I alxiu r are avoi • 
ded — bccuusc their 
wives know how 10 deal 
with (heir hushunds* 
cnihusiusms. 

Before he was killed m 
I'amil Nadu. Kajiv fian- 
dhi hod insched inio (Ik 
C ongicss manifesto ii 
solemn pledge ii> iniioiiii' 
a* u Natunul NiHin-Da) 
Meal Sclieiikc within 
MXMl Jays ol assuming 
office Literally nothing 
has hc(*n done ahout 
ledeeining that pledge 
although our warehouses 
ore bulging with over .i5 
niillioR tonnes of 
tiKxIgrain siivks. We 
need no more than thiee 
milium loniKs lu esta¬ 
blish the Noon-Day Meal 
Scheme nui ion wide. If 
our cliildren do ruK gel 
those three million lon- 
nes. our raix will. 


Therefore, if we ically 
want to reach natuHiwidc 
an NRR of unity within 
the next two dccodcx. we 
should dump Ihc Hotedur 
Bill in the trash-can 
where the Surajkund dis¬ 
sidents were dumped and 
get on with iinplemeni- 
ing the promise which 
Rajiv made to his 
people • 


(Tn» m m ift< geXjfvw 

M iticm af • Wwvwr Via 0 
AnW le i ai w . Th0 fmo *f9 not 
fmOuoOfOfcljMH 
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Love and war 


The banned ULFA changes its rules on marriage for its cadres 


I nsurgency and ceJibacy, 11 appcapi. The ni ihjiI inc thji the nulc member* diihin oftc11bacyduring tlw U1.A hev• 
jusldofi’igorogeJherThiswasIarge- cd ihc U|J*’A's ivnimJ uwmiiicc cun days, Thi> ami olhcf aciUms of the 
ly evideni from a siring of rcccni sur- marry only afUi criKMitg ^2 year^ of leaders were satd to have angered a luc- 
renders by members of the Uniieil Uibe- age. white ihi* age limn for the women mm which split inio the )>n)-ialks group 
ration Front of Avsam <ULFA) inili* has hc«.*n TnuMlai 25. TIk tn’sh guideli' m and subsequently surrendered, 
tanls. fed up with marriage restrkikms fti*s alw) eiusniragi* niuniaiies unKmg ThcUU' A commander-in-chicf. Paresh 
and rules agam« “unvav^Hiry romantic memhers in which case the iniilii wiwid Banta, said to be in hiding in 
rcl ions' w j ih i n the banned ouil ii, there - hear the cost <i| i he couple's nuioiciun- Bang ladesh, had I al Jen in love wi ih tc I • 
by shaucring the popular belief that cc Ihiwcvcr. if the w«tc of a iturmher low n win her Bobby Ha rail ku whom he 
' reluming 101 he mainsircum’and lucru* docs not hekmg u> the i>fgaiHsaiHm. she nunied in IWl when ilw President's 
live deals' were the only reasons wiich would be jlli>wcd u» cany im any ifink' Ruk was on in Assam. ULFA chairman, 
persuaded an underground uciivisi u» »>! her choke with the cxmiral conimih Arabinda Rajkivwa. reported I y had an 
come <Hit. 

The ULFA’s 'marria¬ 
ge rvlcs* were among the 


major d<K'umcnls .submit¬ 
ted by a few n;cmber% of 
the oiiitil's Goalparu dis¬ 
trict unit, who surrender¬ 
ed hotore chK’f minister 
Hiteswar Saikiu in nud- 
Januaiy The nurriage 
ivies. acci»rding to these 
documents, showed a 
change in the earlier pre¬ 
condition in which every 
ULHA memhor was sup¬ 
posed ii> remain celibate 
[niclligencc souiccs now 
say that outfit effected 
the changes during a 
general conference held 
in Ihc Bangladesh capi¬ 
tal. Dhaka, in 1992 

A comparison of the 
laiest constitution with 
die original one indicates 
that the ULFA ihink-iank 
had gone soft on the mar¬ 
riage front. The new rules 
have now lixvd an age 
limit for allowing ilx 
members to marry. 
According lo intelligence 



Wmn eadm undergoing tralileg at aa VIFA camp: ghren 
more freeAow 


source.s, the ULFA bosses were forced 
10 make the changes as most of the 


affair with Kuberi Kacha- 
ri from Barama whom he 
married lust year. But the 
person wtu} manlchl 
much ahead ot others was 
I'LFA general secrcciry 
Anop (‘hrtia alias Golap 
Baruu, 

*nK*Tc ua* many insian- 
Cc s of I <'L p A act i vi sts sii i - 
^ndcring al the insisten¬ 
ce of the It fiances or 
wives, A a'ceiK example 
IS that of the lormcr publi¬ 
city scerciaiy of the 
ULFA's Tc/pur unit. 
Amah Ha/ahka, who 
gave up arms five months 
ago thanks to bis wife's 
persuasion and his inahiJi- 
ty to manage the home 
fn>nt and militancy toge¬ 
ther Kven Dibakar Deka. 
the hitherto nondc.senpi 
mem her of the L^LKA, 
had married during his 
ixmfincmcni in the 4ih 
Assam Police Baitahon 
in Guwahaii 

The cliaoge of hear! ot 
ihc ULFA leadership 


nrsi batch of surrendered cadres in oathHaklng cereinonv without any rdi- 
1992. and more thereaBcr, had married gn^s nies md ntuals. hut in fvcwmcc ol 
within a few days of giving up arms, the couple's family, it ilicy so wish, say 
compelled by ihc urge to settle down to the rules. 

'normal married life'. 

The new ru(e« allow cadres to marry The mamaisr niks ore satd to have 
and even leave 1 he < vgan i sat ion with due been U vmul uted after the central leaders 
permission of the central leujcrship. thcmHrlves|«>t mamed despite the cotv 

HMXVMjoStfrp 


lee's permission- A niamage wiilnn the is undersiamJable ds iIk 
OfganisatMm would he ennducifd vman strong rules drafted miially had cut into 


the personal liberty of its iiwiiibers. 
According lo one surrerKlercd member, 
the ULFA has taken the latest step as n 
caiinca a fiord to lose nx>re and more 
men. simply hecause they wanted to 
marry, • 

ffMA. 






PrtthvI ThMtre ki Bombay: p^et for tbcitrv lows 


Priihvi Theatre, India's pioneer theatre 
group, celebrates its golden jubilee 

CENTRESTAGE 




Pond OHOwriot: Prtttnrinl IUpoor» tbt Iwntfor of lilt lo OM «l Hi 

pradnettoM* itfoiff 


T ht unrKKinccnicnt wu> gxccp* 
ttonuKy tuw key and (hr iunc* 
liini very ptnirly alien Jed, Bui, 
there ciHjIJn'i he bciicr new^ 
for lhc«ire tove^^ in Delhi. For 
ihc fiRit lime, Indian pioneer iliealre 
group - Prilhvi Thcaifc — in holding a 
fortnighi-long cMravagan7’,4i in Delhi. 
Organic to commcmoralc the MXh 
anniversary of Priihviraj Kapoor's origi¬ 
nal Prithvi Theaire, the festival is being 
held noi only in Delhi and Bombay but 
come February and people in places like 
Calcutta. Bangalore. Madms. Hydera¬ 
bad and Bhopal loo will be able to see 
some of these productions. 

In yet another flnt. most of the partici¬ 
pating groups in the ckiravugan/n are 
from abroad. With ihe basic theme being 
•Contemporary World Theatre', the 
locus for this inicmutional festival is on 
visuals. Said Sanjana Kapoor, grand- 





















daughter of Prithviraj K^)oor. and the 
one who }ook^ after Prithvi Theatre. 
"What we are trying to do ii to move 
towards a fusion of the performing ans. 
The groups have been selected in such a 
way that we gel an idea of what is happe* 
ning in the world of theatre.’' 

Presentations by the Compagine Phi li- 
pe Gently from France, the Piccolo Com* 
pony from Germany and the Pan Hurt^ 
pean Foutsbam theatre are cni the cards. 
Besides this. Delhi will have two presen* 
Ulions by Indian groups: Khalid Tyab* 
ji's FiHttiong Four Atui A HalJ and 
Otingari’s The Taming Of Thr Shrrw 
Bomhay will have a few more Indian 
productions, like Yemnt in Punjabi, 
being put up by a theatre group fnim 
Chandigarh and the Hyderabad*huseJ 
group Nth’s produciioo T<h. Tch. TrU. 
Tch. 

Anoihcr interesting fcuiure id ihc 
festival IS that some members of the lore* 
ign groups arc holding workshi>ps loi 
local acior.s In Delhi and Bombay. Said 
Sanjdna. 'The workshops aic not gmng 
to he icrrihly comprehensive hut at least 
they will be able to generate some 
exchange of ideas.” T'he*^* would prima¬ 
rily include techniques like llw use of 
puppeis and lighting cllects to create tla* 
correct visual impact 

F >ir long. Prithvi 'rheaire has orgams 
eJ an annual theatre festival which 
aiir«K ls the hrightcst and the hcsi acting 
Uilents to Bombay. Though it has held 
four miemational festivals in (he past, 
where groups from France. South Atri* 
ca. Kritajii aod America have pul up 
their produciions. the dcvisuMi lo go 
fully iniernaiKmal was kept on hold to 
coincide with its golden jubilee 
celebrations. 

5»uid Sanjuna. 'It did not make much 
sense to hold such a big festival alooc. 
At the mobi you can accommodate 2tK) 
people al Prithvi Theatre So this lime 
we decided to not only have Ihc plays at 
b(Hh I^ithvi Theatre and the NalKmoJ 
Centre for Performing Arts <NCPA» in 
Bombay but also aJI over the country.'' 
Not that t( has been on t^y task. 

To begin with, shonlisiing tltc gnmps 
to give (he festival the right blend was 
d i fficu 1 1 , Prith vi Theatre approached cu I 
lural organisations of various eountnev 
to find out what kind of work was being 
done there. Letiers were written to 
theatre groups in countries like Cierma* 
ny. Uracl and Japan to find out whui spe- 
ci Fk' work they were doi ng. A11 i rrwv San* 
Jana even wrote to friends and acquaint* 


anccs to see a production and give an 
assessment. And she personal 1> saw all 
the productions which are going lo he 
performed at the festival. Said she. *li 
wasn't on easy task There was a Uk of 
communication to and fm and then 
though we had a number of very iiitCrcsi- 
ing groups we hod to reject them 
because tlKy did nui fit into our theme. ' 

Like the production frsKii Russia 
which, according to Sanjami, was very 
verbose and so it mode no senw* lo Mage 
the play os many in India would not 
underMand ii 

Then came the plague Hiire. Commit* 
ments hod been made h> all the fmeign 
grvHips to UHif IihIu m Soveuihei 1^1 
because of iIk* plague score the gonips 
decided agaiiiM iiaselling then and llic 
festival h4id lobe posipum'd 


Suid Sanjana 
Kap(K)r. "It did 
noi make much 
sense to hold 
such a big 
festival alone. 
So this lime we 
decided to have 
the plays all over 
the country" 


ficult to get imire cxirpocatc houses u> 
sponsfir us. But we couldn't have been 
moic wrmig it is mipv»ss>hle tii gci 
people to gh e us money. And mawav it 
makes sense tor these big hmiscs lo sp«in- 
SOT television piogr.immes tn gel iiioie 
mileage. h» we c;in‘t even WanK’ them. 
Bill It IX rather difliculi to ituike ends 
nKvl." 

It IS an iRiny of sons that 5(3 years 
after Pnihviiaj Kapoor set up PiUhvi 
Theatre, the group is Mill facing the 
.same problem* u paiH’ity of funds. Laun* 
ched in 1044. I^iihvi Theuiiv sianed 
with a priiducdoo of Shokuninh and 
Pntbv I raj Kapoor ttnired ilic couiiiry foi 
16 yc^irs hctorc he had lo wind up lbs 
gioupbcsauscot iN lu'alth hut ptimarily 
Nvausc o1 a lock ol funds 

His die am otconsiiiiciing a tbeairv in 







ThiHigh Pnihvi hits tied up with van* 
ous organisa*ions m ihe eiiics ihc leMi* 
val will he UHJiing. the (Hgonisns dis¬ 
covered that the sponsors hod Kicked 
out hix'uuse of the posipoi ionic ni 

Says A. Mittal of The Company 
Theatre, whwh is organising the fcMival 
tn Delhi, ‘hven otherwise it is very difli* 
cull to get sponsors for theatre in I Viht. 
bui (he task was made worse because 
this leslival IS being ocganiM.*d swt such a 
large scak.*' 

A nd llhKigh one may think that the 
name Piithvi Theatre and the vredi- 
hiliiy that iinc aiuehes to i( w^wild have 
rolling in ai kusi for Bonth^y. 
^jana has a JilTcrcnt story to icil. Said 
she. ■’For the IwM ten years we have been 
ihoriHighly speuU by a rcgutoi spimsor 
It not only support^ our losses, n also 
sponsored all our Icsiivals The conitad 
with them expired last year and m our 
inmiccncc we (bought it would not he dif* 


H< imhay cou Id not be 1 ii I fi I ksl du ri ug hi s 
liteiimc The group, howevei, lied up 
with the Hniish (Iwaiie gioup. Shukes- 
piMteana. which was touring India at 
that lime and in IVTK the two merged to 
lorm a unique ilicJtre: Prithvi 

Prithvi has been putting up procluc- 
tUMis in BoniKiy since l^7K and two 
yiMTs ago iI set up Prithvi Players which 
IS trying lo keep alive Priibviiaj 
KapiH>r's foniicM dream. 

"We are making a beginning in pull¬ 
ing up our own productions m a very 
small way at Prithvi Players.” said Sanja- 
rta. ”ArKJ though we aie only iwo years 
old we iiHi have the same dreams thai niy 
grandfather h.ij. (.cl's h^^* sue cun keep 

the public'.s imeresi alive in tlv kind of 
theatre he loved." 

And it dedication und delermKbitum 
have anything to do with sucvtss, Sanja* 
na and her team will certainly achieve 
that, and iihitc. ♦ 






V QANQ^KAft 


Criticism by the 
media is no doubt 
essential. But 
should it so often 
descend to 
personal levels. If 
T.N. Seshan is 
nothing but a 
bully, how is it that 
millions of today's 
Indians look up to 
him to save our 
democracy? 



WHITHER 

OBiECnVffY? 

Indian journalists are now specialising in 
character assassination of senior bureaucrats 
and politicians 


Senior hurvducniis 
and ptililital loidcrv. 
hnlh in prim ami 
public, arc iK)w Mngl- 
ing uui indiviclual 
newspapers and jtmr- 
nulisis. who. accord¬ 
ing to them do not play 'fair'. At a public 
lecture rrxwnily in Bombay, chief elec¬ 
tion conimiv<iuncr. T N. Seshan. men¬ 
tioned columnist Sunil Sethi by name 
and blasted his column which, among 
other things, called him a megalomani¬ 
ac. 2 n u detailed interview published in 
fnmfUitf. Tamil Nadu CovemDT, Chan- 
na Reddy singled out ihe Madru.s edition 
of ihe JniOun Eyfrcx\ and tme of its cor¬ 
respondents who prided himself on 
being 'Mr Masula' 

T.N. Seshan objected to the tone of 
SethiS piece which portrayed him a.i 
arhiirary. pimipous and publicUy- 
hungry and one who carefully filed all 
the 'f1 altering' lei lets he received from 
h I s adni iaTs at 1 1 ivcr the country. { Accor¬ 
ding to Seshan. he files all his correspon¬ 
dence, flutter! ng or otherwise) The ent i • 
re tone of the piece was iiflcnsivc and il 
tended to ignore the achievements of the 
chief elect ion commisMoncr. 

It K very easy r<ir armchair critics and 


columnists <irK I tiding this writer) to be 
critical of burvatHtals and tnhers wIhi 
work under great pre&.sure. Some *•( us 
use cheap |ibei>. Hue instance, no wiiie- 
upon R K. Dhawan is complete without 
a sneering reference lu his work v a ste¬ 
nographer in indira Gandhi *s offkc. Is 
stenography such a despised pn>lcs- 
sionV« 

Criikism is nodouN essential and m 
must c&ses justified. But should it so oft¬ 


en descend to perMinal levels. 11 T.N. 
Seshan is nulhmg Imi n hully, how is it 
that null ions ot today's Indian.^ liHik up 
to him to ^ave our democracyV 

C'hanna Reddy, m ihc / ron/iwr inter¬ 
view, charged tlie media with hias and 
the tendency to sensationalise He 
pmpoinied a particular joumulist 
(obviously Itoni the Madras edition of 
Itkiiaii Expirx\i lor spicing up his 
reports on major constiluiional issues. 













[f is disiurbing how one-sided nKM ot 
our Journalism is. And loaded wich bias. 
The issues arc never studied thoroughly. 
Perhaps that is the reason why most of 
our Joumalisis criticise Mum Shunkur 
Aiyar, Aiyar does nut hide the fact of 
being a Rajiv Gandhi loyalist. Bui in his 
columns, he discusser threadbare the 
issues involved and uses his ’inside 
knowledge' U) presem hicts which are 
not normal ly given ti» the render. 

Take ihc rcsignatum <«f fonner Union 
nnnl.sicr. Rameshwar Tliakur. The aver¬ 
age newspafter reader is under the 
impression that Thakur sat over an 
iinponum lik deuling with acnviiics of 
scumst:ir Hurshad Mehta and that ihe 
JK' had indicied him for that. 

Aiyar, 1 noneoi hisrcc* 
cni Cld limns, goes deep 
into the issue. Hemg’a 
iTKMiiher of Ihc JK'. 
wn ic s with k now ledge 
on the sub.icvi, explaining 
how the I'lk which was 
held up’ by 1 hakur was 
in I;k'I n Munniary of the 
aciiMiics of scvciaJ 
crooks and coinamed a 
couple ol paragraphs on 
Hjisluid Mein a. The 
main file which siculi 
with the action of Mehta, 
was never delayed l>y 
Thakur. hi dv licld-up 
I lie, the invc.stigaimg 
auilxirny had lulvised his 
otl'iceis to ’develop the 
ease slowly and steadily 

hurthcr. iIk cultirits did i>o( run away, 
the file did nracJi lire senior mimsier and 
ihakur's elarificalKvi was okayed by 
none other than Ala! Behan Vajpayee in 
Parliament. The main file on Harshad 
Mehia did noi even mention ihc routine 
nie because ii contained nothing but rtni- 
line reports wliich did not cnll for urgent 
action. 

Let us u.ssunic I hat M.mi .Shankar 
Aiyar is keen to protect a party collea¬ 
gue, But he has given both sides of the 
Issue and we can draw oui own cmiclu- 
sions. If journalists present both sides of 
the picture aiid al>4' avoid ucinecessurv 
personal attacks, they will be iHi salcr 
grounds. 

Inviting trouble 

Total freedom of (he press. Krec flow 
of information. These are our ideals and 

unOai TfMtsMT 


we attack those agencies which go again¬ 
st these concepts. Yet. there are instan¬ 
ces where ihe media themselves ale guil¬ 
ty of placing hurdles in the free flow of 
infonnaiion. 

A friend friMii K<x!hi writes that dur¬ 
ing the first week ot December 1994. the 
Miiioxahi MauoiotfM organised a three* 
day seminar on the overall development 
of KiK’hi area. Public figures and 
decision-makers, rigln from the slate 
chief minister, aitended the seminar 
wluch discussed topicV like new ruud- 
ways, cu thing beggar nuisance and i nin k 
diiciion of a southern gas gnd. The semi, 
nar proceedings w'crc extensively cover¬ 
ed by the Manomnui hut not the other 
newspapers, 'fhis was Ivcatrsc. they 



were nut invnc*d. 

Ihc Frmnui beauty eiuiiest m B<wn- 
hav ctealcd a similar problem. Other 
citv publications pointed out that though 
ytrmtrw was ju$i one of the spoiiMVs of 
the contest, they, decided on which other 
publKUtion shiwld be invncd and which 
ones ignored. The l/ulian t\prr>x resi¬ 
dent editor said that lus pupci did not 
receive an oRWial invitation to cover the 
event 

I .ikcwisc. the Fxprrss did not receive 
an inviialKHt for the pusl-cnnicst press 
cimlcrencc addressed by the winners. 
Kditorv of other newspapers * said thu( 
they were told tocoUcci the invitations 
fnKn the Ttmrs oifK'e. Oihcrs said that 
lliey were lokl to 'apply' lor the 
invitutiun. 

There wvre also grumhlings that 
access to the winrK'is and i>ihcf contest- 
ants WHS limited and Ciinirolled by the 


/Vmfnu publishers. U a publicatKKi wan¬ 
ted 'exclusive' interviews with Ihe Miw 
U n iverse or Miss Wivld. they h atl to sub 
mil in writing their request. Pradeep 
Guha, publisher of Ffmifla, however, 
explained that onie the contest was 
over, the winners and the other contest¬ 
ants were free to la I k U> I he pres s. 

It was not possible to anangc mier- 
views prior to the con lest bevause die 
tightly-drawn schedules am! live I’eheur- 
w^ld be ups«t. lie pointed out. As 
for Ibe Fmina monopoly. Guhn s4iid. 
“After all. It iv Ihc Times group which is 
organising the sIkiw, Niuurally. priority 
would he given loriur publication " 

Perhaps, be has a p<iini. Why in vile 
other publications and accept ilietr 


Mani Shankar 
Aiyar (right) does 
not hide the fact 
that he is a Rajrv 
Gandhi loyalist. 
BuUn his 
columns, he 
presents facts 
which are not 
normally given to 
the reader 


jibes? Bombay's Aj)rrnf»m DetihUi^h A 
Cfmnfr is normally a PR sheet, hut 
made a stinging attack on the corniest 
under the heading. 'Ft-nima's 
Miss Indias; painted, performing 
monkeys' 

The paper’s coluiiiiiisi, Shcmoa^ 
Engineer w^>lc. “On Saturday night, I 
Witnessed the ultimate trivialisation of 
the Indian woman at ihe venue of the 
bcauly contest... stretching iin 
and on endlccsly as nubile young things 
came on and tossed their hair, parroimg 
well-rehearsed speeches ihai they hud 
psyched themselves swer tlw past iwo > 
weeks... All very impressive, bin about, 
as fake as their eyelashes which ihcy'd 
blink and drop off at the erki of tiK eve 
ning.. “ 

Well, why should Femmo invito 
m her puW Ivai ions ? • I 



8HUBHRA00f>TA 


Business with pleasure 

A dignitary’s visit, a beauty contest and a ^\\m\ tamasha —all live on DD 


smiled* unj Mew kisses. Bseryone oti 


The sweeping forces 
of liberalisation were 
quite evident in three 
distinctly diverse 
events telecast live on 
Doordarshan tDDj 
lust week: a beauty 
contest* runw.\ha and un Amch* 
cun siuge show. 

Before Muntnohun Singh's advent* 
Dourdarshan behaved as if it hud never 
heard of beauty pageants. And as far os 
(he film folks wcrcconcemed* they were 
better off in Hlms. It has 
taken DD just over three 
years to realise that the* 
re*s money to be mode in 
these shows, ikm in tele* 
casting programmes like 
Krixhi Darshan, 

There they were* all 
the beautiful women, 
iong'legged and smooth- 
limbed. waiting to be pr> 
nounced the fairest of 
them all. The yt/mna 
Miss India coniesi* all 
three hours and some of* 

It* came to us live on the 
Metro Channel, interrupt¬ 
ed only by the news. 

The beauties preened* 
pranced (one even whizz¬ 
ed about on roller skates) 
and pirouetted down the 
ramp in nuiiery layers. 

After u while, however* 

(he layers became consi¬ 
derably fewer* and even 
though w'c'vc become ^ 
quite used to seeing i 
skimpily clad beauties | 
on tbc small screen, this | 
was quite a sight. | 

At one point (here was 
so much of skin visible 
Ihut wc thought ii might 
inJuLX* sni files amongst 
the girls* hut ckarly they 
were made of sterner 
si u (T. They went on doi ng 
what they, were supposed 
to. till 1 ^ 1 ^g ot t dtece 


to say their pieces. 

And pretty speeches they were too. 

Except for two or ihicc oi the wanna¬ 
bes. all the (ithers looked cxacily alike, 
and sounded exactly alike. .Soon, eve¬ 
rything was 4 blur 

In betw een rounds, we were entertain¬ 
ed by the likes of Shiamak Davar and 
Sham PraMakar. And as midnight 
approached* there appeared the two 
women who seemed 10 have inspired all 
potential ^personality contest' winrm: 
Sushmiu Sen and Ajshwarya Rai. They 


siage followed suit. 

The Subhash Ghai show. Cinfma 
CV/irmu, was in u class hy Ilseir It was 
mostly an act that no one really cuught* 
With large parts of the stage being plung¬ 
ed into darkncs,s at frequent intervals. 
After ihe lights came on. there was SaroJ 
Khan* tripping lightly on her toes, So 
were M adh an Di xit and J uhi Cha wl a. 

The Bombay gang, including Shuhu- 
na Azmi who made u musing speech, 
waa eelebratjng the centenary of 
cioema. 

In the pnxess, they kept 
bringing oJd-timers on to 
the stage who would 
stand around, looking 
aboui ihemscives, and 
then wander ofl. 

US ci>inmerce secreta¬ 
ry Ronaid Brown cunie, 
saw and talked and talked 
and talked. Prannoy Roy 
wus host at the 'town mee¬ 
ting*, beamed live to the 
nation, in which Brown 
strode up and down the 
dais, punched the air with 
vim and vigour, and 
made sure he didn't miss 
a single chance to score 
^wnie points. It was all 
very Amcnean. 

The US was keen on 
increasing husinens with 
India just as soon as 
certain restrictive practi¬ 
ces were set righi. he 
declared. That was his 
theme and he stuck to it. 

He was all over the ' 
news bulletins for the 
next (wo days, meeting 
(he Prirnc Minister, the 
finance minister and 
other imponani ministers. 

Meanwhile, the PM 
had his own live show to ' 
round off the week, 
inaugurating Ihc intuma- 
lional conference of 
labour mil) isierx. • 



Through Suhhash GhaPs Cinema, Cinema, 
the Bombay gang was celebrating (he 
centenary of cinema. The show saw the Kikes 
ofjuhj ChawKa and Madhuri Dixit (above) 
tripping lightly on their toes 



















TWINKLE KHANNA 


has nu( decided lo join ihe 
industry as well. It's his 
nephew, Oauiam Khanna. 
w(to has decided to give his 
uncle and cousin a run tor 
their money 

Readers will know Gau- 
lam us the male supurmodel 
who wuv two-lirned by h)S 
celebrity girlfriend. Mudhu 
Sapev. who finally kfl him 
for fellow model. Milind 
Soman. But Cauum has 
recovered frt>m that blow, 
and is now all set to break 
some hearts on his own after 
his entry into Hindi cinema. 


# umours of a 
Naghma'Chi- 
mpoo Kapoor 
spin had been 
doing the 
rounds for ihe 
last couple of months, but it 
now appear.s that (he couple 
have decided to kiss and 
make up. 

Apparently, problem.s 
began when Chi mpoo becu* 
me very busy with his new 
project. Prrm GrattiH, and 
mailers bccojTte worse when 
gossips insisted that he was 
having an afTair with his 
heroine. Madhuri Duit. 
Naghma was understanda¬ 
bly upset nt such talk. 

Afraid that she hud 
already lost his love. Nagh* 
ma d^ided to cull oft' the 
wedding that they had been 
planning for some time, and 
went back to south Indian 


films. The couple remained 
apart for u couple of months, 
but in the end. true love pnw- 
ed to he more powerful than 
carver commitments. 


Result; Nughma is buck in 
Bombay, having given up 
her career in the south, and 
she and Chinifioo plan to tic 
the knot veiy toon. 


about her and Govindu once 
and for all. 

Perhaps somebody should 
tcU the lady that she should 
slop protesting so much. 


ven as Vimxl 
. i-p* Khanna 
Ip. announce 

that be was all 
to launch 
his son. 
Akshaye. into films in his 
home produciiisn. 
^ Himahw Putra, 
he had to dca! 
with competition 
fnnu within the 
family. No, 
VimiJ's older 
son. MTV 
veejay. 
R^ul. 


t now turns 
out that while 
were all 
busy specula!* 
ing about the 

ween Govinda and Kahsma 
Kapoor, the Virar ku chokra 
had his eyes set on another 
target altogether. She is 
young, dusky, sexy, and 
goes by the name of Shilpa 
Shetty, 


# hc relation¬ 
ship between 
Twinkle 
Khanna and 
her young 

Gatiu must he one of (He 
most tempestuous ones 
going around. So much so 
that It is never clear when — 
and if — the lovers arc. in 
fact, lovers. 

Currently, the relation¬ 
ship appears to be in its o^ 
phase, with Gattu banned 
from the lovely Twinkle’s 
sets. And judging by the 
alacrity with whi^ the lady 
chats up anything else in 
pants, she's not missing him 
much either. 

Guess who's most delight¬ 
ed wiih this development? 
None other than fond mother 
Dimple, who has never been 
tou keen on her daughter’s 
first love, anyway. • 


Sparks apparently flew 
while the two of them sverc 
shooting on location, with 
Govinda and Shilpa rt^)idly 
coming lo (he conclusion 
' (hat they were made for each 
other. The only fly in the oint¬ 
ment was the presence of 
Govinda's wife. Sunita. 

But savvy Sunita soon 

took care of the problem in 
her usual businesslike man¬ 
ner. ingratiating herself with 
Shilpa so (hat she remained 
oblivious (o (he passion shar¬ 
ed by her huslund and his 
heroine. So successful was 
this stralegy that Shilpa even 
declared that rite vrould hold 
a joinf press conference wiih 
Sunita to bury the rumours 

tm 





















SOMETIMES THAT EXTRA 


Add a Unit extra something and youll find that 
things cake on a whole new meaning. And Elgi's a living 
example of this princ iple Take for example»the time we * 
were riding the rough seas to deliver what ONGC 
needed. Their imported compound compressor simply 
stopped working. ONGC could think of only one name 
that could put it together again in record time. Elgi. 
Many repeat orders later, weVe demonstrated chat no 
challenge is too much for us. Because "How to do it" is 
what Elgi is all about. 

The Extra Principle 

Put a little extra something into everything you do 
and chat's spelled out very clearly at Elgi. You will find 
this principle at work in every area of our operation. 
There’s value added to every detail. Right from the 
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SOMETHING CAN MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE. 


drawing board to the final finished product. 

So whether it's the customised solution you are 
looking for or the incredibly vast existing range of air 
compressors that Elgi offers, you’ll discover the extra 
principle. Right from A to Z. 


Extra Service : The Edge 

Service at Elgi has always been ur>cor>di(iortal. An 
extra that doesn’t come with a price. That’s because 
we’re proud of what we make. And we’ll do anything 
to keep them going. EVoof of which you’ll hr^ in 
leading public 
arui private com^ 
panies. There’s a 
word for it. lt*s 
called extra. 



AIR COMPRESSORS 




T?A EMG‘\'Ee? 




UmkwYt T«l 4930163. 4930164, 494S439 ClkwWt T»l: 3417312, 34I042S. 3493029 CthUa T«1 360)65, 373443 
T*l 6l5ft50, 617150 Mpvn Ttl; 313012 T«l: S350694. S3S2548 MaiOTel: T«l 601404. 601652 N«w D«lhh W 5437593, 

5450095 aaMMi 7*1 200975, 206993 SatMii T«l: 447920, 441437 i Bmpti MachiA«> fvt M )•! 371939, 

371961, 27075S, 375131 UKk—wi Aw 247565N«v gplM: Av*4S^rvie*tftr'PAtni, Ul 5753217 N«w P«lhli 

Strvkt Company, Ttl'3313011, 3310473, 3325036,3327931 Goro^o Eqoipfwni Corpofalion, t«l 635467. 634391 

$Wwlu9€l0l^493A5 







The people of 
Nagaland, Mizoram 
and Meghalaya have 
opted for American 
culture over the one 
closer home 




J ack Ao was travelling to Delhi 
for the fir&i time and was under* 
siandably excited. He was also 
slightly apprehensive when he 
entered the St. Stephen'% Culk* 
ge. And sure enough, he was accosted 
by a group of seniors who, as is their 
worn, wanted to know Ao’s anlcce* 
dents. One of them, clearl y (he leader of 
the pack, wanted to know whether Ingti 
had any *8tufr on him. Not being able 
to understand, /ack kept mum. Enraged 
by his silence, (he leader growled' 

"Don't you all have easy access to drugs 
back home in Thai land?" 

'Tbaiiajid! Tm not frcen there, i 
come from Kohimu in Nagaland," an 
offended Jack blurted out. "Where is 
that?" one of the seniors asked. 

The Delhiiie couldn't really be blam* 
ed for his ignorance. He was only echo¬ 
ing the opinion of the majority of us 
from the so*called mainland of the 
country. Deceived by Jack's distinctly 
Mongolian looks and the flashy jeans 
and sneakers he was wearing, the senior 
in the col lege could not thin k Ingii as 
anyone but a hip Thai. 

Most of us arc eith^ completely 
unaware of the people inhabiting stares 
such as Nagaland. AAinachal Pradesh 
and Miaorarn. or at best hav« only the 
foggiest idea about them. 

One very common image embedded 
in the minds of the 'mainland Indians' 
is that the a vest jungle 

populated h^SkfcelffS which are con- 
lantly aklfipM^jOtfCr's throaiv The 
tfbkau of semi*clad, tea* 

Vnen and w«^men dan- 
tinnj seUinfiNonlyrcif)* 

• ' *IK»C 










m-EAST 
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J^xposure to 
the ways of the 
foras^b 
greatly 

influenced the 
inhabitants of 
these hilly areas. 
And the British 
policy of 
isolation for the 
tribes has had a 
lingering effect 



forces (he beJief thal (he nonh-east ik 
backwards in all respects. 

Nothing is further from the trvlh. 

I ndustrially and economically, the reg¬ 
ion may lag behind (he resiof ihe coun* 
vy even now. bui when H comes (OcuUu- 
r^ly aping (he West, (be people of (be 
nonh-easi. are a( par. if no( better, than 
(heir counierparu in (he meiropoliun 
cities. Travel to any of the state capitals 
in (he npon. notary Shillong. Kohima 
and Aizawl. and you could believe you 
were in a diflertnt country altogether. 

The fashion scene for one. Men in 
utndy jeans, flashy jackets and banda¬ 
nas. and (he women wearing (he latest 
designer clothes, is a common sight on 
the streets of these towns. Bookshops in 
places like Shillong and Aizawl have a 
brisker sale of Vogue. CosmofvliUm 
and Sektnteen (ban of any Indian maga¬ 
zines. and Michael Jackson and Madon¬ 
na ire more easily recognised here than 
aMalkitSingh. 

And imeresiingly. beauty pageants 
and fashion shows have been a regular 
feature in this part of (he country at least 
hilf-a-decade before the Femimt Miss 
India contest acquired a high profile. 

So what has caused the Westernisa¬ 
tion of the noih-eaM? 

Iherc is no single answer lo it. 

The region, located far away from the 
mainland, had remained mostly immu* 
r>e to the happenings in the rest of the 
courwy. Even though Assam. Manipur 
and Tripura did share a common cultu¬ 
ral heritage with other parts of the 
country, the hill areas, which later beca¬ 
me (he stales of Meghalaya. Nagaland 
and Mizoram, were inhabited by tribes 
whid) could not identify with Indian' 
culture. And when the C^stian missio¬ 
naries made forays into hitherto unexplo¬ 
red territories ai the turn of (he century, 
the tribals were quick to embrace (heir 
rdigion. 

Exposure to the gow sahib and his 











way of I i fe greatly i nfluenced (he i nhabi • 
tanls of these hill areas. Bui it would be 
a fallacy to conclude that Wesiemisa- 
tion followed the advent of Chrisiianiiy 
in these states. 

What really happened was this. 
I When the micstauhes came in. they 
stressed the importance of educatiun. 
And to do ihai, they had to leach 
English to I he disparate tribes. Gradual* 
ly. with education^ the iribals became 
: more aware of the world. But because 
I (he British followed the policy of isola- 
' lion for the tribes, contact with their 
immediaic neighbours — the peo|>le 
from the plains of Assam was limit* 
ed to a bare minimum. 

Immediately after IndepcrKiencv, sue* 
cessive governments, huh at the Centre 
and in Assam, continued to follow the 
same 'hamls off policy of the British. 
This policy bred discontent and a sense 
of alienation. In less Utan ten years after 
Independence, the iribals rose in revolt. 

When (he ftrsi signs of insurgency 
were visible in the Jungles of the north* 
east, the Centre in in ally reacted with bru* 
tal force, sending in army troops to 
crush the rebc 11 ion. When (hi s policy fai * 
led to contain the revolt, the govern* 
mem went to the other exi reme i n (he ear¬ 
ly Seventies and started pumping in 
huge amounts of mtKscy into 
the slates in un attempt to 
buy peace. That's when 
the change in (he 


MNOKt 




J^mongthe 

#%desi£nen 


#%designen in (he 
noTlh*east,oneof 
the leading in terms 
of range and 
creativity is (he 
Guwahati'based 
SanoMainao l^inn fHiatr 

Bhuyan who seems lasfliontoil 

to have suddenly 

four^ into the fashion scene after a 
highly-rated show in New Delhi Iasi 
year. The fashion scenario has 
always been pretty encouraging in 
the nuth-caat," says the self*iaughi 
designer in her 20s who is also into 
the landscaping business. "But it 
seenvtto have caught on real fast In 
Assam in the past three years, 
paificularly in Cuwahad.” 

IKapx^ainv the series of beauty 



A custom*built car: one of (he latest 
slatt/S'Symbols 


lifestyles of (he iribals really occurred. 


A ll of a sudden, muoey was available 
m Dieniv (the Planning Commis* 


plenty (the Planning Commis* 
Sion had evdved a fonnula whereby the 
noKh*eastcni states would get 90 per 
cent of their funds as grants aM only ten 
per cent were loans). This brought in 
more purchasing power to a section of 
the populace. As a loog*tU 
me observer of (he ntinh* 
east says:" Indira Gandhi's 




policy of softening up the region by pou¬ 
ring in money gave rise to a politician' 
bureaucrat*businessman nexus, Ihis 
group has become the new elite in these 
sutes." 

Thiseliiehasin turn fuelled urtvolu* 
tion of sons in the living standards of 
the towns' pe<^lc in these hill states. 
Acquisition of the latest status symbols 
— custom-built cars and souped*up 
Marutis. Kenwixid music systems and 
holidays in the Far East — (hose were 
(he magic wands to transform everyho* 
dy into somebody. 

As a natural consequence of this new- 


Eager weaver ■ 


A Guwahati 




Sm Maano BtMyaa; taking 
fashion to Its roots 


w 


pageMts held in 
Assam'sstaie 
capital in recent 
(iriKS. besides the 
increasing numbers 
of fashion ^xnvs 
and coniesis in U)e 
van; taking area. At this rate H 

^ couldwellUira 

Guwidtati into the 
fashion capital of the north-easi. an 
honour be^wed earlier upon 
Shillong. 

But designers liJie Sato Mainoo 
feel that rf dte nonh-east based 
designen want to make H lo the big 
lea^. they should lay iheir creative 
emphasis on eihno-modem apparrU 
lhai fisc out of t;a4tionid tribal 
costumes rah^ Aart ’Mindly ape the 
West". Her ownereaioiLs-— 


m ereaioiLv^pcd0sr> 


sola. salMtvr-kameeifs, haltemecks, 
artd waistcoats—ore based on 
traditional Bodo and Naga weaves, 
some of whkh are dying out. 

*Mosi of die fabric d«igns are 
woven by the villagers themselves," 
she adds, "who have found the high 
cost of traditiona] tribal pattens and 
weaving very discouraging. So 
giving I modem twist to exotic iribid 
designs naturally has a wider ai^ieaJ 
—dim are more takers in the hi^ 
ration capitals today .* 

And as a result, h^ designer 
clothes, expensive (hough they are, 
have given a neTworit of weavers 
working on prirruiive looms the 
chance go pr^rve a (ratfition—and 
earn iheir living, berides. 

• Sano Mainoo, who ik cunently 
studying Mning patiemH. explairu 
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found desire, corruption becanw com- 
monpUcc. Money replaced tribe) loyal¬ 
ty as dw new binding factor. 

The trappings of rtewty-acquired 
wealth were suddenly on show. Bou* 
hques. shops stocked with foreign good¬ 
ies and fancy eating Joinn sprouted all 
over the place. Trom being people cont¬ 
ent with iheir lot, we overnight became 
a very niaterialistic society,'' a Naga 
elder said, lamenting the erosion of old- 
world valuoK. 





I nevitably, a lussle between traditional 
values and modem ethos ensued. The 
church, which ha^ an extraordinarily 
powerful influence on the Iribal socie¬ 
ties. was understandably alarmed. Alco¬ 
hol ixm and drag abuse t^'ame commoi i* 
plat^c until the women — and signifi- 
canily. even the younger generation — 
began to take corrective steps. 

After an intense campaign, most state 
govemmenK in the hills have adopted a 
prohibitton policy. Social orgamsaiiuos 
have tvganised rchabilitatinfi camps tor 
drug addicts. And there have been attem¬ 
pts to enforce a localised c<ak of con¬ 
duct during eleciions. 

in Ml/orum, for instajKc. the Y(Hing 
Mi70 Association and u common plat- 
funii uf chuahes of ull denomi nut ions, 
had drawn up a list uf dos and doo'ts for 
candidates cooiating the last Assembly 
eleciions. which was siricily adhered to. 
The nilc of the church has been very 


There has been a tussle 
between traditional 
values and modem ethos. 
But the modern 
generation has begun 
taking corrective steps 


crucial in this regard. With more than 
90 per cem of the population in the ala- 
tex of Nagaland and MiToram and a lit¬ 
tle less in Meghalaya being Christians, 
the church has been able loexen its influ¬ 
ence in trying to reform the people. 

Sociolugisls in the Nrnth ^Mem Hill 
University (NEHU). headquartered in 
Shillong, and also at the Cou hat I Univer¬ 
sity have made informal studies on the 
ch^gea brought about in the tribal socie¬ 
ties. Most of them have concluded that 
(Todiiions have certainly suffered but 
after two decades uf cxccm. the Iribals 
have evolved a gt>od mix of the old and 
the new. 

The fruits of education and exposure 


to the ouiade world have brought in a 
new enlightenment among the younger 
generation but the sense of alienation 
still persists. The reason is the continu¬ 
ing apathy shown by (he mainland towar¬ 
ds tlK north-east. *You Indians (sic) 
know more about America than you 
know about us." a young, well-bred 
Mizo once remarked. 

And he was not off the mark. Hven in 
the present-day scenario, where the 
world is supposed to be one big global 
village, there are people who iLsk whe¬ 
ther you need a passport to visit Aru- 
nachal Pradesh! 

Bui then, why single out the common 
man? Even the country's home minister 
had. a couple of yew ago, condescen¬ 
dingly remarked at a prest conference 
in Shillong (hut 'this is not the place to 
moke any important policy declaration 
since the Delhi press {sic) is not present 
here' And this, despite the fact that 
represcnlativcsol'almosl all naiional dai¬ 
lies and mogarirKs were present there. 

Quite clearly, the ivory-tower 
approach adopted by (he North Block 
mandarins has not hniught the north¬ 
east any closer to the mainland. Instead, 
an ad hoc, knee-jerk policy box only 
bred mutual contempt and ignorance. 
Until this is removed, incidents like the 
one faced by Jack Au will continue Co 
take place. • 

mm A. A ah fw , 



ed designer takes fashion back to native weaves and patterns 



die spedalisaiion of the weaveri of 
di fferent tribes. * While the Bodo 
paBems ora intricate, ^ipearing on 
both sides of the clod), tte Naga 
pauems rely mostly on motifs and 
exquisite digits that appev on only 
one sidethe range, thus, is idl the 
more breaihtdung." 


tOM'scrMtloM: 
modem twist to 
tribeldesiOAS 


But to the general enthusiasm 
beginning to surround ethnic fashion 
here, she odds a word of caution. 
There is a Iwk of professiortalism at 
work on the hokJjng of mult^le 
shows and pageants, she fears, which 
could have an adverse effect. "Most 
shows are excuses to make a fast 
buck or have an ocenrion to flaunt 
so-catted beauties around," says an 
upcoming model, ^stressed the 
shoddy and flippant auirude of die 
organisers. 

There is no lodt of latent talent." 
concludes a fhsMon designer, 'but 
the north-easi lacks the right tappers 
or scouts. Otherwise, the region 
could produce Mchr Jessias and 
Sushmi ta Sens by the doaen". 


















RESTORATION 

PERIOD 


Sukanta Basu and his team at Delhi ’sArt 
conservation Centre add a healing touch to art 




ukanu Basu w«$ siKing in 
his office INTACH's An 
CoflseiMtion Centre in 
Delhi when he had an unex¬ 
pected visitor. A lover of 
an, (he middJe*aged man wasopoJo^ic 
talking abml gening his ptitid Jamini 
Roy restored. A^r a lot of persuasion 
he t<Hd Basu. rather shamefacedly, that 
(he masterpiece, though in perfect condi¬ 
tion otherwise, had been $la.shctJ right 
across. And. he wa.s most embarrassed 
about ll)c fact ihai il had been destroyed 
while in his possession. 

11 took Basu and his learn of conserva¬ 
tionists a couple of weeks to restore (he 
painting. But they were lucky this time: 
(here was no other damage (u (he pain* 
11 ng. "Bach paimi ng has to be handled in 
a different way,” says Basu. "At times, 
the painting may have been dcsiioyed 
because of bad storage and dampness 
but at other times ii may he i n a bad condi • 
lion because of sheer age or even 
becau.se of the faulty painting icch* 
niques used by the artist.’' 

As il happened in the ca.se of the 1937 
Amrita Shcr-Gil painting. Btmrtna 
SfUrrs, It took the conservationists ai 
the centre nearly nine months lo restore 
ihc painting which had flaked all over 
Ovi of this only three months were 
spcfll on the Mlual svork. The rest of the 
time wax spc'Cl in reseaaf) — siMnething 
which the centre is extremely finicky 
aboul. Says Basu, *l( n very important 


to know about the artixt. his style, the 
technique and even the materials that he 
used for his works. The idea is to restore 
the painting as close to the original and 
not fo diston it or even beautify it so that 
il hwks better than the ongintl .” 

After (heir initial research on a work. 
Basu and his team spend a lot oflime con¬ 
ducting a ’scientifK investigation’ into 
the painting. The Conservation Centre 
uses techniques like magnification, 
ultra-violef rays and infra-red lights to 
esiaMish whai kinds of chemicals and 
adhesives should be u.'«d for rotoraikm. 

And at every stage of this investiga¬ 
tion — and even when the aciu;d work 
starts — they kcq) (he owner informed. 
*Wc prefer it if the owner takes port in 
the discussions so that he krtows what ia 
wrong with (he work and how we are 
going (0 deal with it.* says Baxu. 

B usu’s centre is (he only msiiiuiion in 
the country which dcKN rcsiorulion 
and ctmscrvalion work for privuiccollec- 
tors and institutiofis. And since Ihc idea 
is to promote art. the ccniic only charges 
(he detuat cuM of ivstonuign. 

" What wc arc doi ng i s not a commerei • 
al exercise. We arc providing a service 
which we feel ts needed today to help 
lovers of iin,* says Basu. the maximum 
that they has-c cKirged for ccsiorution so 
for has been Rx'3(l.0()0 and according to 
Basu. if the owner had*g(>oc lo a private 
cunscrvotiunisl. it would have cost him 
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Youth should 
have had its day 
in Bhopal, but 
mismanagement 
and politics 
nearly ruined the 
festival’s 
objective 


Piii» dMriUitiofl ai th* 
Mhal: lome haartaflkif 
parfof ma n cM 


Sharma went un to recount how moKi 
delcguiooK from (he nonh>«ast faced 
probtems ai every «uigc-^ from railway 
hookingK 10 the arrangements for food 
And added that each of the ttrganivrs 
Kcmed to be pavxing I he buck to the 
other whenever there wa^ any crittej^m. 

T he festival iiKclf, billed as a Tivenlay 
pageantry of colour and rhythm, fun 
and frolic", seemed to live up to (he 
cjtpcciaiions of a fair number of partici' 
pants. Rut this was despite the way it 
was organised, not because of it. .Said 
H.K. Ramsheary, the contingent leader 
from Assam; "What happens when there 
is a gathering of Ihis son Is that we tend 
to set aside the problems we have had. 
They seem minor when compared to the 
thing.s we gain from such a festival - - 
the friends we make." 

And as President Shankar Dayal ^lar- 
ma said in his inauguraJ address. The 
competitions held would instil a spirit of 
camaraderie in the participants.' Apart 
from spotting young talent. 

One such budding talent undoubtedly 
was young Tapish Rawai. seven, a labh 
player from Rajasthan. Tapish was a star 
attraction ai the festival and came in fur 
special mention by the President. Said 
Tapi sh;" 1 am glad I got this opportun ity 
10 perform in front of such large audien¬ 
ces. I am sure it will help rue improve. 
Everyone here has been very good to 
me." 

But there were other young artistes 


•lM«T»SM«arr 


ilflisles in tradhiMwl arraj!: national rvpreaentaHon 
who had some nnervatiuas about the Uiokin 
way the competitions were held. .Said beheU 
Kajesh Panigrahi. 15. an artist from Oris- sed lo 
sa; "It IS not fair for a 15-yev-old perfor- state f 
mcr to have to compete with a the pol 
^^-ycaf'Old. as Is happening in this lesson 
fcsaval" event. 

In any event, with the rules as they 


PHOTOGRAeKS: PRAKASH KATVALNE 


atood. Madhya nadesh. which had the 
largest deJegaiion.efnerged as the over¬ 
all winners in the competitive section, 
but there were beaficning performances 
from most other states, especially from 
the noflh-cast. 

Itee was something for the audien¬ 
ces of Bhopal as well, although they 
were somewhat loth to attend after the 
harassing eaperience of the opening 
day. With almost nothing happening at 
Bharat Bhavan. they got their first 
opportunity to witness performances hy 
such artistes as Ustad Asad Alt Khan 
and film star Meenakshi Seshadri, who 
gets along famously with Digvijay 
Smgh 

Por the handful of foreign invitees, 
this was a chance to get acquainted with 
Indian culture and a cross-seciion of 
Indian youth. Tltere were delegates 
from some.SAARCcmintrics, including 
Bhutan. Bangladesh and the Maldives, 
but although Madhva Pradesh’s mini¬ 
ster tor youth affairs. 
Mukesh Naik. said ihai 
Pakistan had also been 
invited, a spokesman for 
(he Union ministry of 
human resources ^ve- 
lopn.cnl denied Ihis say- 
^ujU|M ing that, "they were not 
invited for obvious 
reasons". 

There were some dele- 

jJO well (Madhya Pradesh's 
chief secretary. N.S. 
Sethi, chose to describe 
them a.s "the Comnxin- 
wcalth of Islamic States") 
and most of the foreign 
invitees were in favour of 
having intcmali(Kia] festi¬ 
vals of this nalurc. Said 
Anwar Husain, a delega¬ 
te from Bangladesh, 
"Where political diplo¬ 
macy has failed, cultural 
diplomacy might just 
succeed," 

At the end of the festi¬ 
val — marred though it 
was by the crash-lai^ing 
. of a microliic aircraft — 

most panicipants were 
looking forward lo the next one lo 
be held in Calcutta, where, ii was prcmii- 
sed lo Mukul Wasnik, Union mmisier of 
state for youth and sports, "the role of 
the police will be mimmum". Thai's mw 
lesson well learnt from a onc-crorc 
event. • 







The show goes on 


T he Miss India cnmesl has never 
been more eapensive. more grand, 
more loud or more long. And never 
has il been as close to its Western coun¬ 
terparts. Nevenhelew, its presenters. 
Kalpana Pandit (whose first appearance 
onstage was in the predictable Mack out¬ 
fit paientcd in ceremonies from the 
Oscar. Grammy and (’jniny Awards 
dtiwnwards) at^ Shiva (both Indians 
resident in the tIS, with distinctly Ameri • 
can accents besides) periodically nemin* 
ded the audience that there was so much 
to he proud of In our culture and heritage. 

The show at the Andhcri spurts com* 
plci on 14 January in Bomhay certainly 
didn't lack in spectacle. The opening 
Kailhak dance had firebrand jugglers, 
(here were two episodes from Alyque 
Padamsee's new musical fcatunng Sha¬ 
ron Pnihhakar. a magic show by P.C. 
Sorcar and a fa-shion show. The ten con* 
lostants in (he second Indian dress elimi¬ 
nation round were home on stage on 
furtt'lifU from the wings, while ftir the 
fashion show, an underground lift 
brought the models up a shaft sunk in the 
door of the stage. Miss Universe Sush* 
mita Sen and Miss World Aishwarya 
Rai were brought in vintage can and 
paraded about the grounds to dramatk 
music. 

Probably inspired by 
the international success 
of the last (wo ladies sub- 
sofiicnt k> I he dfsi event 
last year, this year's cont¬ 
est had upgraded its win¬ 
ners to Mi s.s India Univer¬ 
se. Miss India World and 
Miss India Asia Pacific 
Qm%i, instead of the 
unexciting titles of 
'runner-up' or 'Miss 
India II,’ Misses India 
World und Univerw 
received equal prize 
amounts; Rs I lakh.anair- 
cuoditioner. a television 
set and a^Ktcd gifts 
each. With enough left 
over fur the 29 finalists. 

The judges' panel 
itself w» wunh a long 
and curious stare. Ii con¬ 
tained former actress 


And becoming Miss India is suddenly very important 


Sanka. Zeenai Aman. Persis 
KhambaUa (the Iasi two had been Mis¬ 
ses India ia (heir lime). Simone Tau. 
chairperson of Lakme, the redoubtable 
Renuka Chowdhary. former Telugu 
Desam Party legislator, Andrew White¬ 
head. BBC India correspondent, and 
Amiiahh Bachchan. who waa greeted by 
a roar of del igN from an audience 


sen were even more choosy about their 
pankipanis this time round. And they 
could afford to be. There were 6.000 
applications for enlry." exulted Sadtya 
Swan, editor of Femina, "twice as much 
aslasiyeaC. 

Even so. some of the panicipants* 
lack of preparation showed. The ill-cut 
swimwear did not off to advantage 
the uneven body tan lines, causing a 










Manprcct Brar 
(flanked by Preeti 
Mankolia and 
Ruchi MaJhoIra); 
and in the 
swimsuit round: 

high hcipofi 


actress 


whkh was ai other times 
rather miserly with its 
applause. 

This coniesi cost the 
organisen two* 

and-a-half times as much 
as last year's Miss India 
show. "Wdl. i( is not 
every year that is going to 
be like this." explained 
Pradeep Guha. a director 
of The Times Of India 
Group and die main orga- 
ii|!ieroftte!dKVw. 

With two inicmarioniil 
feathers in (heir cap over 
the la.si year, (he urgani- 


caustic wit to compare the conicstants' 
more generous sections with barbecued 
steak. And ihc n>und in which each poni- 
clpani told the audicrKc why she was in 
the contest was often cringe-making: 
' Reach high fiir the stars..." began one. 
To compress the various facets of my 
personality would be a dirficult U.^." 
ctmcludud another. And Sushinila Sen 
rounded off her speech with a cloying "I 
love you, Mama a nd Papa." 

it was Miss Irklia Universe, 
21-ycar-old, fivc-fooi-scven Manpreet 
Brar. whu. everyone hoped, would raise 
(he lone of the evening if not exactly the 
beauty. Her aaswers were short, and 
pithy, if a (rifle cMd. While (he other two 
wirtners this year. Preeii Mankolia and 
Ruchi Malhotra. said how grateful they 
were for their titles. Brar merely said 
that &hc was happy for all (hose who had 
expected success from her. That is all 1 
have to say.” she ended. • 












Mercy killing? 


The death of an Indian elephant in a London zoo raises a storm 


\ (he day before Christmas Eve. 
usually a lime of warmth and merri* 
mem. But for Sahib, a ^l-year^old 
Indian elephant far away from his voun* 
try of binh, it was in be a bieak and gory 
end in a zoo in Somerset, south England. 

The owners of the Cricket St Thomas 
Wildlife Park, a private zoo. had Sahib 
shoi twice through the head and the heart 
after making him unconscious with two 
injections. Their logic: he had become 
violent towards female elephants and 
would not breed. And since they could 
not find, an alternative home 
for him, Sahib had no 
option but to die. 

The killing of Sahib, 
which was followed by the 
putting down of Arfur, a 
five*yeor*oid Indian Iron 
at (he London Zoo, has 
enraged animal welfare 
groups and drawn a Morm 
of protest from the ordina* 
ry public, many of whom 
have .sworn never lo visit 
the zoo again and even 
impressing upon others 
to do the same. 

Aa Jonathan Owen of 
the World Society For 
' Protect ion (>f Animals 
(WSPA) (Old Sunday. 

' "We arc absolutely dis- 
I gusted with the needless 
shooting of Sahib. 1i'$ 
true that he was difftcuU 
to handle but that is 
because he had been kep( 
in custody. But the zoo 
knew that and still chose 
to buy him because he 
was cheap. He was rvigi* 
nally a circus elephant in 
India and the years in cap¬ 
tivity had dtsiurhed him." UMPtaOro 
The WSPA is citing Sahib's case as 
yet another example of why animals 
should not be kept in capti vity. The zoo 
authorities only had to took for another 
200 or wildlife park to relocaie Sahib." 
said Owen. "American zoos and parks 
would have taken him. To save the cost 
of searching for an alternative home and 
transportation costs, the zoo preferred to 
singly put him down. The 




ud thing is that Sahih was a healthy etc* 
phaiH. iberv W’os nothing wrong with 
him except for his distressed beha¬ 
viour," 

The local council that permitted Sahi¬ 
b's Lil li ng w as said to have done m> reluc¬ 
tantly and was even sceptical of iIk 
zoo's efforts lo fiiuJ an altemalivr home 
for the elcphani. The StHilh SoiiKrsci 
Distnci Council saki ihai its wcltdrcolTl* 
cers had strongly dilvised agaJnsi the kil> 
ling but were powerless to prevent it. 

Animal welfare gtoups. too. were 
vociferuus in their protest. John Riibms 
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The killing of the 
elephant has not only 
enraged animal welfare 
groups but has also 
drawn a storm of protest 
from the ordinary public 


of Animal Concern said, "Wc arc horri¬ 
fied. The job usually requia*s «in over¬ 
dose or a well-placed bullci." Indeed, as 
Annctic Andre of the Bom Free Founda- 
tkm |Kii it succincily. "It's a horrific tra¬ 
gedy for a yiHing ummal in his priiiK." 

While letters of protest have been pou¬ 
ring into newspaper offices, the zoo 
authorities have in a panic iuued state- 
mcnis justifying theiruciion. Calling li a 
case of "scurrilous and uninformed 
reporting by newspapers", the managing 
directw of Cnckei St Thomas. John 
Taykw. told Si noav that ihe zoo had 
done its hesi to save Sahib. 

"Sahib'.s hi.story of 
iflciunpaiihility and dam¬ 
age to iHhcr reinnle cleph- 
unts was well known to 
us.' said Taylor. "We 
wished logivc him a firul 
^ance in new surround¬ 
ings In a new enclosure 
wt(h four unrelated new 
fenwicsiosce if his abnor¬ 
mal behaviour patients 
eould he altered. Wc tried 
extremely hard hut fai¬ 
led." Even, u Horicy 
Street psychologist, expe¬ 
rienced m dealing with 
sexual problems, was 
nmvulied. The director 
also stressed (hut it was 
tM monetary considera¬ 
tions that came in Ihe way 
of shifting Sahih ts> ano¬ 
ther zoo and emphasised 
that there was "no suffe¬ 
ring. no pain and no linge¬ 
ring death". 

But the vehement deni¬ 
als from the zoo authorit¬ 
ies have failed to convin¬ 
ce. Aa Jona¬ 
than Owen pul it. "I think 
(he whole questirvn of ciiuus animals 
coming to the West via Europe through 
loophc^es in the law needs to be exami¬ 
ned." He also added that "the practice of 
keeping animals in captivity must end. 
Elephants arc an endangered species. 
Even one unnecessary death is too 
costly." Sound wisdom certainly, hut 
one can only hope it is ikX too laic. « 











MM. GEN. ASHOK K. MEHTA 


THE THEATRE 
OF ACTION 

Why India's north-east is continuously on the boil 


N iiKlccn niiKiy Tour was 
urtnus miserubiiis for ihe 
nOf^-casL (he nation's 
eastern Hank. Witness the 
lamemable pandc of 
cvcnu; both Ll Gen. R.N. Batra, the 
eavicm army commander, and the new 
army chief. Calcutta's own Gen. S. Roy 
Chowdhury. were moved to admit that 
insurgency in the north-east was neat 
only to Kashmir. But. added Gen. Roy 
Chowdhury. 'The situation has not been 
conveyed to the roi of the country even 
by the media. ' 

Right on cuCi ihc National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (N5CN) struck i 
devusiaiing blow to the 16 Maratha 
Light Infantry in Mokukchung. killing 
their commandmg officer, when Roy 
Chowdhury whs visiting fmphal. This 
was the very hatialion whi>su previous 
commanding officer was ambushed 
around the same lime last year. The 
director general of Assaii> Rifles, Ll 
Gen. Y.P. Bammi. the security advisor 
to the Nonh-Eastem Council (NEC) 
headquartered in Shillong, noted 
'Things have never been good, hut 
never so had as now." 

The psilhical mess in Manipur forced 
the veteran of insurgencies. Governor 
V.K. Nayar lo throw in the towel, pav* 
ing (he path for the police wonderman. 
K.P.S. Gill's next success story. While 
security forces held yet another meeting 
on the »onh-ca.st. K uk i s and Nagas conti¬ 
nued their head-hunting. 

Reviewing this pathetic piayback of 
rcceni happenings from (mphal's 
Kangla Fort was the naval chief. Admi¬ 
ral V..^. 5ihekhawi( Thix revived the 
Joke associated with India's first defen¬ 
ce mioisier. Sardar Baldev Singh, about 
a land role for the navy. But in reality, 
the importance of ui'servicc defence 
planning. 

At the time NSCN sprang the ambush 
In Mcdcukcbung on 2? Dwemher. the 
Unilcd Services Institution of India 



(USI) wa.s holding iis prestigious lecture 
for 1994— "Threats to national security 
due to internal problems'. The question 
came up of how the nor^-eaM wa.s lost. 
This region was never properly integrat¬ 
ed with Irsdia, given the backlash from 
nearly om doren insurgencies and 
20,(X)0 armed guerrillas in Myanmar 
(Burma) that India inherited after the 
Indeperidence of both countries. 

E lite guerrilla bands like Karens in 
Force and Kachin Levyics in 
Detachment 101 and Chins, Shans. 
Nagas and Kayas fought first for the 
Japanese and later against them for the 
British during World War II. Had the 
Japanese cortquered Burma, their dread¬ 
ed counter-guerrilla force Kelipatei 
would have suppressed most of these 
enned gangs renowned for the highest 
crime me in the British empire. The Bri¬ 
tish failed to keep their promise of Inde¬ 
pendence to non-Burmese and left Indi^ 
a disturbed north-east fnwticr with 
1.64.') km of an open, porous border with 
Myanmar touching Arunachal Pradesh. 

Araqr cMtf Qda. Roy Chow d Ru r y: he 
ii mre if the iMBeRedf of the 
pfOhiMB 



Nag^and, Manipur, Mizoram and Join¬ 
ing Bangladesh. Today. Assam, Mani¬ 
pur and a 20-km border hell of Nagulund 
contiguous with Burma are disturbed 
areas with banned oulfits like N.SCN, 
ULFA and PLA operating there. 

The army and the Avsam Rifles have 
suffered landmark military disasters in 
Ukhrul and Senapoti districts of Mani¬ 
pur. NSCN's murderous attack and the 
security forces' wild riposte at Oinam in 
1987 evoked cries of ‘Hey Ram', The 
Nagas are one of the dc^licsi jungle 
insurgeni griMjps in South-East Asia. 
7>iey have killed more Junior security 
force leaders than collectively anywhere 
else in India. Heaven forbid that ‘the 
landmine' fall into their armoury. Their 
tacik in the fight-lo-finish ambush inclu¬ 
des removing gold fillings from the 
teeth of their victims. 

The north-east is caught in an impas¬ 
se: politics of insurgency and emotiunal 
deprivation. The state governments hold 
out one hand to Delhi, while clutching 
an insurgent group in the other. Maintai¬ 
ning law and order according to their 
polittcal interests, (hey frequently 
offend security force personnel by pani- 
san behaviour like hedging arrests and 
prosecutions of the underground activ¬ 
ists^ not permitting operations again- 
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s( ihvni. Bcsidcv Mrvcnil Mt.A^. iwo 
chi^f niirij>icrs «ind one itcpuiy chief 
mimKicr have links wiih the 
undcrgroun<l 

A mKionul scciiniy divunieni — 
Army 20()(} — hud erivi>,j^cd tlui hy the 
turn of the century, insurgencies in the 
noith'Cusl would he contained and any 
residual counter-insurgency tasks 
would be undenaken ^ the Assam 
Rides and other para*military forces — 
allowing the army's y Corps at [>imapur 
to convert as ihc eastern theatre's strike 
force. Bat in March 1990, the army blun¬ 
dered; uprooting from the the nonh- 
east, the three*decade-old counter¬ 
insurgency grid laboriously estaNished 
by the 8 Mountain Division, removing 
the cunirolling headquarter of 3 Corps 
and parcelling them off to Kashmir and 
Punjab. Assam Rides proved itself 
unequal to the task of coping with the 
void left by the departure ot'the 8 Moun¬ 
tain Division. 

It took the Sri Lanka-ncfumed 51 
Mountain Division three years and ncvc- 
nl locaiiun changes before it was intro¬ 
duced into Manipur. Much valuable 
ground and intelligence was lost due io 
(he difficuiiy ihe army faced aniieipit* 
ing and prioritising commiimcnts in Sri 
Lanka, ^njab, Kashmir. Assam and the 


nonh-east. It was a cosily failure of con* 
lingency pluming: early warning. iMelli* 
gcnce and coonhnaiiun with civil and 
para* military forces. The result wasascr* 
ies of major operational reverses and a 
slump in the political and security 
situation. 

T he (hceais are magnifying. The half* 
d*dozcn major insurgent organisa¬ 
tions in the north-east have formed an 
apex coordinating council — the United 
Front of South-East Himalayan Region. 
For decades, there was a certai n operatio¬ 
nal ethic among them of sparing 
women, children, doctors, etc. as lar* 
gets. All that has changed. World War 11 
weapons of J^anesc and British vintage 
have been replac e d by AK*47s. The 
Inter-Serviccslnielligcnce (ISl) hKCSia* 
blished a grid of subversion with bases 
in Nepal. Bangladesh and the north-east. 
The Meitei and Pangal (Muslims) da¬ 
shes in tmphal are their hai)diwork. 

The renewed (hreai through Burma, 
from where the problem originated, 
must be urgenUy addressed. Both China 
and Pakistan are (he principle suppliers 
of weapons to Burma. Chinese premier 
U Peng's recent Messings lo Burma's 
military Junu and hU long-term goal of 
reopening the land route to Rangoon to 


Tbe army and the 
Assam Rifles (left) 
have suffered 
landmark military 
disasters in the 
o»tb-easLTbeNaga$ 
are one of the deadliest 
jungle insurgent 
groups in South-East 
Asia and they have 
killed more junior 
{ army offkm than 
^collectively any where 
else in India 


gain access to the warm waters in the 
Bay of Bengal are a ftnt qwA A 
Ch in»* Pak islan-Bunna* B ang ladc^ 
axis can make the going very lough fi>r 
the security forces in Ihe norlh-etM. 

The national security approach lo the 
north-east is slipshod. An iniegrutcd 
political and military siruiegy to end 
irtsurgcncy is long overdue. The entire 
region shcMid be placed under u reconsii • 
tuied north-east council for three years 
with an integrated intelligence and inter¬ 
nal security command under It. 

The army should renei (he dismantled 
CIS grid and pump in more forces includ¬ 
ing die Rashtriya Rifles and commando 
units. There U noticeable lowering of 
guard on (he pan of the security forces 
and neglect of public relations, psy-war 
and civk action force multiptiem that 
were fir^tleomi here. It is lime to talk spe¬ 
cifics with Burma and talk tough with 
erring and corrupt politicians In this 
region. 

Or are we waiting for the Prime Mini¬ 
ster to announce next Independence Day 
that our unfinished agenda is to retake 
the north-east? v 











UMMIASTINC THE CONCHESS LCAOCRSMI^ Jag/iiftt ifittgh Bnir sprtikirtg at tht fair 


Coming together? 


The Akal Takhl chief makes efforts to unite the warring Akali 
factions in the state 



PUNJAB 


Sc lung, ihc Akaliv 
were muking mc&i cf 
the new) irt PunJ«ib. 
Infighling, dibsid^'e 
and public fights 
among ri>al Atuili fac* 
Ucm leaders made new< 
spaper headlines 
every day. Now, ii*s 
the time of the Congress in ihe state to 
emulate the Akalis. And the current poll* 
lie al siluat ion at the Centre haa only fuel * 
led dissidcncc lo the state Congress. 

Jagmeei Singh Brar. ihc MP who was 
expelled from the Congress recently for 
ami*party aciivUies. fired ihe first salvo 
against Narasimha Rao and chief mini* 
ster Beam Singh at the annual Maghi fair 
held ai Mukisar in Faridkoi dixtrici. 


POLJTiCAL UPDATE 


The thBuil MoBhl fak at 
Muktsar prevWea a political 
platfoni tor all the partiM In 
Pan|ab 

Whito ditf areaces to toa 
state Coafreaa caM to tha 
tore, the Akalle ^ 19 a show 
of ualtf 

Maa|lt Haph, tN aetlap 
Akal Tim chief, bptoylap a 
kay rale/t tha aafty laovt 


"This Prime Minister offered inc a mini* 
sterial berth when I told him In the Lok 
Sabha that he should punish the guilty ol 
November 'S4 riots", Brartold a gat^r* 
ing at [be meia, Brar has also planned i 
L^yudh Mofcha lo rally ihe people 
against (be "corrupt and brutal" regime 
of Beam Singh. 

Thousands of people^gatbered at the 
fair cheered Brar and supported his Bghi 
against the corrupt state government. He 
was joined by Raj Babbar, the film star* 
lumed'politician. who vowed to fighi 
agairtst the Termi st and Disnipti ve Acti* 
vities IPrevemion) Act (TADA). Brar. 
loo. said that he would visit all the 
villages in Punjab in ihe next one year tc 
apprise (he people of the "excesses " thai 
have been committed by the police 









Defect and rule 


How the Congress secured a majority in the Gt . 
Assembly 


Ajjdn Singh and N.D. Tiwari were sup* i 
poUd to share the dais with Brer, but' 
they failed to show up. 

With over three lakh pilgrims assem* 
Med ai the fair, the occasion provided 
the Akalis with the opportunity to 
spread their message. With the fiery Sim- 
ranjit Singh Mann behind the bare, the 
stage was dominated with leaders from 
the Badal faction of tbe Akali Dal. But in 
keeping with the directions issued by the 
Akal Takht, its members refrained htim 
attacking ocher Akali Dal stalwarts. Pra* 
kash Singh Badal. who was projected w 
the future chief minister of f^njab, said, 
‘More autonomy to the states is nut a 
separatist slogan but it is for the belter* 
ment of nation as a whole." 

Chief minister Beam Singh was the 
star speaker from the Congress. Ridicul* 
ing the Akalis. he said ihai the 'Punjab 
Bachao" campaign of Gurcharan Singh 
Tohra. the chief of the Sikh Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee (SGPC), was 
nothing but a *Tohra Bachao. Badal 
Bachao* effort. Then. Beam Singh 
made a rather provocative remark. He 
said that all the Akalis had links with 
militants. The chief minister even alleg* 
ed that Tohra was using the Akal Takhi 
tafurther his own inierests. 

The .state Congress lc«der^hip is 
undcretandably worried by the show of 
unity among the Akalis ai (he Muktsur 
fair. All the credit for bringing together 
the various Akali factions should g6 to 
Manjit Singh, the acting chief of the 
Akal Tukht. Even Badal, who hod 
curlier turned down ctffcrs to hold talks 
with other Akali factions, complied with 
the Akal Takhl's directive this lime. But 
be made ii clear ihui his group will have 
no truck with anyone speaking in favour 
of u separate homeland for the Sikhs. 

No wonder. Beani Singh is now try* 
ing to whip up public emotitms against 
Manjit Singh, ‘llte Akal Takht belongs 
10 all the Sikh^ and not just the AkaJis', 
Beam Singh has argued. And in a bid to 
Uk Sikhs, he has declared Mukt* 
sar as a holy city from I April. 1995. 

Beam Singh, however, can take heart 
from the fact that Harkishen Singh Sur* 
jeei, the CPI<M) general secretary, is 
also critical of Manjit Singh's efTorts to 
unite the Akali factions. Sutjeeihas said 
that the Akal Takht chief should not dab¬ 
ble in politics, which will only lower his 
status. 

But such criticism notwithstanding, 
Beant Singh can least afford to rest on 
his laurels. • 


If e1ectkom> are eapcct* 
ed to usher in a siaMe 
govern ineru. then Goa 
i» run 40 example oik 
can ciie. In iIk past 
five yearv, Goa hai 

- -< had five chief mini* 

SICT 5 . And the siiua- 
lion after the 
leceMly-conctuded Ax.veinbly election^ 
has not improved much. 

What awaited the electorate was evi* 
dent on 9 lanuary, when four newly* 
elected MLAs from the Opposition 
Mtharashtrawadi Comaniak Party 
(MGP) broke away to announce their 
support for the ruling Congress. The 
rvvoli was led by Wilfred Mesquita. Joi* 
Ring him were long-time MOP loyalist 
Deu Mandrekar. Chundrakam Chodan* 
kar and Jagdi>h Acharya. 

The defection was atinbuied to chief 
minister Pratapsingh Rane. who. no 
doubt, dismiss^ the suggestion.To poli* 
tkal observers, the defection came as no 
surpri^, given the raxor-lhin majority 
which the Congress was able in gamer 
in the recent polls. In the dfkmemher 
House, the Congrew had won only IS 
seals. The Opposition MGP* 8 JP all ton- 
IX hud the suppnitof 16 MLAs. of which 


four were from the BJP. 

Of the six remaining seats, three had 
gone 10 (he U ni ted Goan Democrat ic Par¬ 
ty (UGDP). The other three were Inde¬ 
pendents led hy UGDP ML A Churchill 
Alemao. All of them had pledged sup¬ 
port to the Congress, despite RarK mak¬ 
ing no bones about his animosity towar¬ 
ds Alemao. 

After Rane was sworn in us the chief 
minister on 16 December, he was given 
a month's time to prove his majority by 
(he Governor Go^la Ramanujan. The 
Governor's decision was quescioned by 
the All Goa Citizens* Committee who 
felt that U gave the CM enough time to 
buy suppofi. 

Rane, an erstwhile launch critic ^ 
the defection game, had to work overii* 
me to split the MGP. He also had to 
make sure that he did not have to depend 
on Alemao lo survive as the CM. 
Moreover, he had to undermine the posi- 
tion of Wilfred De Souza, another 
strong contender for the CM's chair, 
who derived strength from the bargain¬ 
ing powers of (he UGDP. 

In fact, tbe news of (he impending 
«^plii was doing (he rounds a few days 
prior to 9 J anuary. The foursome ofTicia- 
lly announced their decision 00 l2Janua* 
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Why not me 


Roushan Ershad, wife of 
former Bangladeshi 
PresidentH.M. Ershad, 
joins politics 

a "71 Women seem to be f«r- 
ing well in politics in 
the subcontinent. The 
seme holds tfue for 
Bangladesh. In recent 
times, much of the 
J poliiiQal battle io the 
BANGLADESH country has centred 
arpund the ruling 
Bangladesh Naiiomlist Pany (BKP) 
supremo Begum Khaleda Zia and* her 
rival Sheikh Hasina Wajed of the 
Awami League (ALV 
And now. Roushan Ershad, wife of 
the jailed President H.M. Ershad. has 
decided to join the fray. At her first -ever 
public meding ai the Engineer's Insti¬ 
tute in Dhaka on 13 January. Roushan 
urged workers of the Jaiiya Party to 
intensify (heir movement to free herhus- 
bartd who. even now, is the party chief. 

At (he meeting, 52*year*old Roushun 
was beaming with confidence. She fell 
that ii was only a matter of time before 
her husband was released from the jail to 
resume his political career. "He will 
come out of the prison like Nelson Man¬ 
dela". she said amid applause. 

Roushan's en^ into politics is well- 
timed. Somepolitica] observers feci that 

ANCmCR WOMAN: Kaushan Ershad 


ty. Prior to this, an effort was on (o form 
a coalilion government. A stonny meet¬ 
ing to this effect ended inconclusively, 
spokesman R.D. Khalap said ihlii 
the party was undecided on the coalition 
effort. On 10 January, Rane went to 
Delhi, reportedly to get the fina] nod 
from (he Congres,«; high command lo 
admit the rebel MGP legislators, even as 
coalition efforts reached a feverish pilch. 

After the split, the MGP annoucKed 
Mandrekar's expulsion from the party 
for his anti-purty activities. The move 
was aimed at Mandrekar being declared 
an unattached member of the House. In 
case this came through, the remaining 
three who deserted would have failed to 
constitute the one-third the 12*mem- 
ber MGP group in the Assembly, thus 
bringing them under the purview of (he 
Anti Defection Law. Faced with this pro¬ 
spect. (he fouraomc group would have 
tmn under pressure. 

In an effort to counter the move. 
Moquiia claimed that his group had 
split u day before the expulnion of 
Mandrekar, and that the split was registe¬ 
red before the notei^ on 11 January. 
Reacting to i he Congress' effons (o engi - 
neer a d^ection. state B JP president Sri- 
pad Naik said. 'It is an irony that the par¬ 
ty which had time and again stated thai it 
would not entertain defectors had now 
welcomed Chodankar who was expell¬ 
ed six years ago.” 

However, a major drama was enacted 
on 16 January ai Ute time of the election 
of the Speaker. The Treasury Bench 
adopted (he voice vote, after the secret 
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bal lot i n which the Opposition candidate 
and MOP presideni Surendra Sirsat was 
leading by one vote, was declared null 
and void. 

According to sources. Congress 
MLAs. excluding (he ministers, were 
expected to cast tlvir voce and then show 
the ballot papers (oihe iwoceiurul obser¬ 
vers—.S.S.AhIu walla and G K Moopa- 
nar. The inteniion was to tbwan any con¬ 
trary move by (he anti-Rane camp as 
also to prevent aspiring ministers from 
voting against the party nominee Toma- 
xtnho Cardoeo. Opposition leader arnJ 
MGP ML A Kavhinath Jhalmi insisted 
that no MLA should he permitted to 
move out of (he House till the voting 
wav over. Bur Congress MLAs were 
seen going to the chief minister's cham¬ 
ber to meet (he central obscrver>. 

A Congress MLA, who refused to 
the ballot paper, (old Sukoay. 
"What type of secret iMlIoi is this? I 
refused to go to the observers simply 
because between (he chief minister’s 
chamber and (he voting compurtmenl, 
one could easily exchange (he ballot 
ptgKf with a Congressman who has 
already shown the paper to (he observers 
(before inserting it into the ballol box)." 

Initially, (he seem ballot resulted in 
20vo(esinfavourofSirs8iand 19 again* 
St him, with one invalid vote. The deci¬ 
sion was. however, reversed after (wo 
hours with the declaration (vf a tie arid 
thai two votes were invalid 

Meanwhile, following a represenu- 
tion by (he MOP, the Governor has 
report^ly called for die records of the 
16 January Assembly proceedings. 
Also, the four MGP deserters have been 
officially admitted totheCongltsson 19 
January, givjng the puny an ahsolute 
miyoriiy in Goa * 
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Unity moves 

The newly-elected PCCpresident succeeds in bringing 
the warring factions together 

I I FiClkmal (tuds in the 


she will be able to <hum up support for 
her husband. More so because an early 
gcseral election is on the cards fc^W' 
ing (be resignation of 147 Opposition 
deputies from (he 330>member Parlia¬ 
ment on 26 December 1994. The Jaiiya 
Party was (he(bird largest parliamentary 
group with 35 deputies. Roushan will 
soon be inducted into the pany presi¬ 
dium. pany ofTidals disclos^. 

Roushan was anested along with her 
husband on 10 December 1990. She was 
indicied in a case in J 992. but managed 
to obtain a bail from the High Court in 
1993 

Roushan's entry into politics came as 
no surpriiie. The mercurial rise of 
Begum Khaleda and Opposition leader 
Sheikh Hasina in (he 1980s could well 
have been inspirations. The two had >uc- 
cessfully cashed in on (he charisma of 
(heir slain husband and fa(her respective¬ 
ly. Bu l un like Khal eda and Htsi na. Rou - 
Shan's success in (his regard will be diffi¬ 
cult because of her controversial past. 

During Ershad's regime. Roushan 
had earned a bad name for herself by 
being a party to many of her husband’s 
decisions which had mode him unpopu¬ 
lar. Business deals were allegedly rout- 
vd through her. Moreover. Roushan oft¬ 
en went abroad on stale visits with her 
husband even though the Consiitutiwi 
hud made no such provision. 

Kiiushan hit the headlines when it was 
amiDunvcd hy the siaic-run BSS news 
agency that she was expecting a baby. 
The coniTtivcrsy tiKik a furibcr twist in 
1993 when Suad l;rsbud. the i r s4in, appi i • 
ed for a passpori to study abroad. The 
Khaleda /.ia government immediately 
sinried an enquiry. It was found that 
Saad was n<H the real son ol the for¬ 
mer Preside 111 . 

Ibe public was up in annsvsnee again 
when Roushan persuaded her husband 
to apptunt A .G. Mohi udd m as (be perma¬ 
nent rcprcsentaiive of Bangladesh at the 
United Nations. After Ershad's fall. 
Mohiuddin was suinim>i)cd back. But he 
refused to return and instead sought, and 
wus granted, political asylum in the 
United States. Soua'cs in the the Khale¬ 
da Ziu government believe that 
Mohiuddin was the custodian of 
Ershad’s US $200 million fund, slushed 
away in lureign hunks. Even now. the 
Bangladeshi govemnK'nt has failed to 
touch him. 

With these incidents fresh in the 
public memory. ii remains to be seen 
how far Roushan can go. • 

(NbM Jatumgk/OkakM 


Congreu are nothing 
new. And the Bihar 
Pndeah Congress 
Committee ii no 
exception. At least it 
was DO exeqjtion till 
BIHAR recently. Ti^ was 
became after • long 
time, most of ihe Congress sialwans 
were seen shtfing the same dais, 
exchanging pleasantries and shaking 
hands. The measage (hey wanted to send 
across to their foUowm down the line 
was that (he Congressmen in Bihar were 
now united. 


This 'pennaneni unity" was forged 
during the first meeting of (be Congres.s 
Election Committee at Sadquat Ashram 
in Paina on 8 January. And the person 
who brought about this was Madhya 
Prade.sh chief minister Digvijay Singh, 
who had come to attend the meeting as 
an AlCC observer. Sin^ held a number 
of b^ind-thc-scene parleys — separate 
joint — with Jagannath Mishra, 
Tariq Anwar. Ramlakhan Singh Yadav 
and other leaders who had been at 
loggerheads. 

But the credit should also go to the 
newly-appointed PCC presidem Sarfa- 
m Ahmad. Young Ahmad decided to 
toe a neutral line instead of siding with 
any of the factions. MamhereBanomi- 


iKC of AlCC president P.V. Narasimha 
Rao who appointed me aher taking inio 
confidence all the factional leaden', he 
claimed. 

Ahmad's taking over the helms of the 
state Cttigress on the eve of the A ssemb- 
ly polls in the state was not without 
hit^s. Soon after his appointment. 
Ahmad met the factional lea^i and ask¬ 
ed (hem to lend a helping hand. He 
strongly denied rumoun (bathe was Mis- 
hra'sman in the PCC. "1 wish io run the 
party with the confidence and coopera* 
(>oA of all", he said. 

The initial composition of the execu¬ 
tive committee and the election commit¬ 


tees to be loaded w iih the yes- men of the 
fonner chief minister. Representations 
were made to the party president, follow¬ 
ing which the two committees were 
reconstituted. At (his. Mi.shra challeng¬ 
ed the decision of the AlCC and even 
threatened to boycott the election com¬ 
mittee iTteeting. 

It was at this point that Digvijay 
Singh and Ahmad intervened. After 
much persua.Nion, Mishra gave up his 
boycott decision. The duo also persuad¬ 
ed the leaders of the rival factions to 
shed ihcirconfroitlaiioniM attitude in the 
interest o1 the pany, the state and the 
^eople. 




PEACEMAKERS: SorJ^niz Ahmuditfff) with JuKoiuutth Mrihm ( rfgftr) 

lee angered the anii-Mi.shra forces. This 
was because they found the two commil- 
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D)gvi]ay Singh reponediy told ihe 
warring factions to accept Ahmad 
(heir leader as he was the high com* 
mand's choice. More so becau^ (he 
PCC had authorised Ihe high command 
to nominate its new presideni. pointing 
out that the person would be acceptable 
toalhhe sections. 

As of now. several lactors are wori* 
iftg against the Congress in the state. Its 
role as the Opposition party ha& come 
under sharp enucism. So has the party *s 
attitude towards the ruling Janau DaJ. 
Chief minister Ltloo Prasad Yadav has 
been continuously woricing to demorali* 
se (he Congress and its leaders, includ* 
ing Jagannaih Mishra. Caste equations 
also played (hetr part as at least four of 


AtMuteforce 

The C/?PF jawans on anti-insurgency duty in the state 
are accused of being a trigger-happy lot 



KRSUASrVE: Oigvijay Singh 

ill legistaton dumped the Congress (u 
join either the Samata Party or the Janata 
Dal. 

"Now the paiiy leaders have realised 
that without unity they can't achieve 
their goal". Digvijay Singh observed 
after the election committee meeting. 
Both Mishra and Union minister Ram la* 
khan Singh Yadav confirmed (hat they 
have buried their differences The two 
leaders announced from the same plat* 
form that their foremost aim was to 
bring (he party hack to power, Bui the 
unity was achieved not only throu^ per* 
suation The r)ewly*elec(^ PCC presi* 
dent revealed that he could be stem, if 
needed. "Groups who still have reserva¬ 
tions about unity will be isolated and 
written off forever", be wanted. 

For the moment, the new PCC chief 
seems to have aei his house in order. But 
the forthcoming Assembly elections 
will be hie acid test. • 


Are the jawans of the 
Central Reserve Poli¬ 
ce Force (CRPF) 
showing signs of bai¬ 
lie fatigue? In recent 
times, more and more 
ca.ses of CRPF person* 
MANIPUR nel running amuck 
have come lo light. 
Once again, they have unleashed tiwir 
fury on innocent people in Manipur. 

On ? January, a group of jOH-anx from 
the H V Battalion went on Ihe rampage 
They lined up nine civilians, including a 
medical student from Arunachal 
Pradesh, aikd shot them dead inside (he 
campus of the North-eastern Regional 
Medical Col lege < RMC) in Imphal. Thi s 
was (he second anack in two months' 
(itrw. At (he RMC hospital, the Jawims 


went b^serk when one of their collea* 
gues received bullet injuries an 
ambush by some extremists. 

Take t^ case of 23 *year-old Momi 
Rlva, a student of the RMC from Aru* 
nachal Pradesh. He fell to CRPF bullets 
shortly after he rang up home lo inform 
his parent that he had safely arrived in 
Imphal the day before. The incideni 
now billed as the RMC massacre'—has 
resulted in wldesF^ead shock ui>d con¬ 
sternation throughout the state. 

The public response was sponta* 
neous. A large number of people gather* 
ed at the Im^l market place, half a kilo¬ 
metre away from the scene, to protest^ 
againsi the firing. The police had to fire 
tear gas shells and reson to a mild lathi 
charge (u disperse (be crowd. The admi¬ 
nistration also clamped night curfew as 


Day of the fox 


The police crack down on an ancient ritual involving 
trapping of wild foxes in the KadabalU village in 
Karnataka 


i t is festival time ia Kamaiaka. And 
people are eelebratiog die Makam 
Senkranihi, the hwesl festival by 
distributing sugarcane and a sweet 
mixture of jaggery, lil tod coc onu t 
The cattle, decked up with finery, are 
also worshipped. Bui some'villagers 
in Mysore arid Mandya distficu al&o 
resort (o whai looks like a prioHive 
rite. The ritual involves a ceremomal 
fox hunt to pn^ date Kavetia Raoga- 
natha, the preaidiAgdeity of the Kada- 
balli village. 

Two persons from eadi household 
participating in the ritual gather for a 
bath. They worship neu ar^ drums 
and fro out inio the lolls and forests 
around the village, to dK sound of 
bearing dims. Thdr || to 

frighten (he foxca and net them, 
Fom dios are kepi lo wood¬ 

en cagea omffe a smaUee temple 
with tMt mua^ oedttp. 


Early next morning, hordes of vil¬ 
lagers gather la inspect the catch. At 
oigbt. the aiumitis get their ears pierc¬ 
ed and adorned with gold earrings. 
They are dten decked up with ' 
gariaods. The foxes then lead Rartgi-r 

WOMMrrM 1WWU: a fat 
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PKKmC ON MMMNT KOfU: CRPFpersonnct 


nuha's prDcc»«ion to the ouin 
Nmpk. 

But t2)« feiitivftl comet to u end 
with (he rekssc oT (he tout. After 
firecrackers ve tied (o their idU. 
they we set free by looeening like 
rcppes around their pews. The right of 
(he foxes running back to the hilli, 
sewed out of (heir wiu by the smoke 
and the bang from the firecrackerv 
caps the fesiivat. 

in the area, (he worship of foxes is 
lasodaied with good tbftune. Use vih 
tigers believe ihM unless the ritual Is 
p^ormsd well ihdr crop vdlt he ml- 






Md. Until now, ihis praake ha* 
gone* on unhindered. But this year, 
(he All lodia Animil Welfare Amoci • 
aifeon pedtiooed (he Karoeiake High 
Coufl, coQiendifig (hat the rhualisdc 
fox hum amoumed u> a vwbiiun of 
(heWtfdUfefProteciion) Act, 1972. 

FbRowing (he petition, the Male 
govenuneni posted strong police 
pickets tn Kjidahal I i and another vill¬ 
age (0 preven the fox hum ami also 
issued Mem waning^ to viliHgert not 
to py 10 caich foxes. As a resull. the 
viKApers bad to make do whh prayerv 
totwonetal idols offoxes 

But the foxes also Aoem (o have 
growa man wary these days. Last 
year, die village could twt caich a 
sbigie fox des^te a pmlcnged sear* 
ch. As a RSuK, they were in fear of ill- 
luciL Maps ^ anributt the new 
stricture on their ritual as a misfoitu- 
ne browgN iir by dK ^'hire of last 
yev's tim. 

The villagers replaced (he fox with 
4 fiM (^ year as the pol ice preta • 
ce prevent^ them inm bunting 
foxes. The rabbits were not tonured 
but only garlanded and relca^ soon 
afiertfaepuja • 


lenMoo gripped the state capital. 

A bandh was observed throughout 
. the Slate oi\ 8 January. The local press 
also came down heavily on the incident. 
Political panics, human groups, 
lawyers, students arid voluntary organi¬ 
sations condemned Ihe incidcni. Even 
the ruling Congress denounced the 
CRPF action. Angry letters were shot 
off to Prime Minister P.V. Narasitrdu 
Rao, urging him lo withdraw the force 
from the state and scrap the Armed For¬ 
ces Special Power Act. 

Only Iasi nionih, the paramiliury for- 


UVIN€ IN FEAfi 


Off 7 JaRvary, CRPF yaiMm 
opmad fire m a groitp of 
people Inside the Reglonar 
fflidlcal Cellepi campus la 
Inphak. Nine bystandars. 
iKludi ng a sladeat, wars 
hmed 

Paopia Iff general rtaclad 
strongly to the Incident by 
obeereingebandh 

Ciriel ffdnltter Kelshlng has 
ordered • JvdlcM tngnlry 
hrtothe Incldifft 


r 


cc had kfi behjnd a trail of destruction al 
(he Ningointhnngjao village near 
Imphal. They forcibly entered homes, 
destroyed hixjsehold ariicks and even 
beat up the occupants. The incident 
came in ihe wake of yet another gory kil¬ 
ling spree where four civilians, includ¬ 
ing one elderly woman, were gunned 
down by the Jawans posted at iJv Ten 
police outpost oedr Imphul. 

The CRPF's reialiato^ forays have 
defied all logic. In their bid to flrid asca* 
pegoat. Ihe CRPF personnel have taken 
to pick on (he local people, who are most¬ 
ly innocent by stairs They lined up 
auto-rkluhaw driven and rickshaw pul¬ 
lers, separated (he non-locals from the 
group and sprayed the rest with bullets 
from a close range. 

Chief minister Rishang Keishing has 
evdered a judicial enquiry into the RMC 
firing and has also announced an ex 
gratia payment of Rs 20,000 each for 
the next of kin of the victims and Rs 
S.OOO each for those who were injured. 

But, the scars left by the unscluskill¬ 
ings will tike a long time to heal. • 
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Fatal attraction 


The police probe into an MLA *s murder in Calcutta 
reveals a sordid love triangle 

growing crimiiuJ'poliiki&n nexus in 


Iniiiul reactions to For* 
ward Bloc MLA Ram- 
ran All's murder in 
C&lcuiu, wiis predic¬ 
table. On the night of 
20 December. Ali 
was killed in his room 
WEST BENGAL in the Suic Lesisla* 
tor’s Hostel. All’s 
^•year-old wife. Taulai Sultana, and 
former Corkha League MLA. Renulee- 
na Subha. were present when the inci¬ 
dent took place. 

According u> Taulai's initial state¬ 
ments, Ali was murdered by some 
Cn(M) goons who did not want him to 
attend a meeting organised by the For¬ 
ward Bloc. The meeting was to denoun¬ 
ce an earlier attack on Ali. also alleged¬ 
ly by CPKM) acilvisu. 

Several motives were suggested for 
the murder. Given Ali’s not- 
»o-illustrious political career, (he Oppo- 
xiuon parties in the state highlighted the 


the stale. The Prwiesh Congress hurried¬ 
ly called a ^d-hour Bengal bartdh on 22 
December, to procest agai rui the deplora¬ 
ble law*and-order situation. The party 
also demanded chief minister Jyod 
Basu's resignation. 

Left Front chaimian Shailcn Da.sgup- 
ta, however, ascribed the murder to a 
family feud. The incident also foxed (he 
sleuths probing the incident. However, 
there were several irtcondstencies 
which ted them to suspect Taulai. Post- 
mortem reports revealed that Ali was 
strangulated. Bui the rnurder gear—str¬ 
ings and towels — belonged lo Taulai 
and were stashed away inihaginthedar- 
kened room. Subba. who had spent the 
nighi in the room, was also found gagg¬ 
ed with Taulit’s belongings. The cops 
decided to inierrogaie both Taulai and 
Subba, 


tion of family feud only to shield the 
real culftfits. There was dso the sugges¬ 
tion to field Taulai as a Forward Bloc 
candidate from Ali’s GoaJpokhar 
constituency. 

The investigations took a dramatic 
turn when the police arrested Taulat on 
26 December from her Kishangur\j resid¬ 
ence in North Bengal. Charges of crimi¬ 
nal conspiracy and murder were 
brought against her. She was taken into 
ptHice custody as the cops felt that more 
people were Involved. 

Meanwhile, on y January, ihe police 
simulated the act of murder and made 
video recordings. 


ALL FOR LOVE 


Attar Forward Bloc MU 
Rmbba ah wn murdergd, 
the Congrm CBlIgd i bMtfh, 
dMiandlng the chief 
mlftltter'g retlgnetlofl 

Bit the police InestloitlOA 
hat now revetled Hiet All was 
killed by hie wif e*e paramour 


Sensing that the police Jragnvl w.is 
closing in on hci, I'aulal wuiucd to 
make a statement before the magisiralc. 
On 11 January, her confositms reveal¬ 
ed all. And on the bavin of her state¬ 
ment. the police arrested RublnJiunuth 
Sikdar from the Tchutta village in the 
Nadia district. 

Taulai's coni esMuns and the subsequ¬ 
ent arresi of Sikdar ivvcHled a sordid 
game of love triangle. Sikdar. who used 
to be All's assistani, was having an illi¬ 
cit relation with Taulai. On (be fateful 
night. Sikdar entered All's room ai the 
hostel around 10.30 pm. AH suddenly 
siirrud from his slumber and discovered 
10 his horror that his wife and Sikdar 
were in a "compromising position’' on 
the floor. An aliercaiion followed and 
AU was murdered by Sikdar. aided by 
Taulai. In the melee. Subba woke up 
and was also gagged be fore Si kdar .si i pp- 
ed out of the hostel. 

Once the story was out. the Forward 
Bloc backtracked fnwn iiv earlier bellige¬ 
rent position regarding the murder pro¬ 
be. West Bengal lost a precious man- 
day because of the hast i ly -cal led band h. 
Orie can only hope that leaders will he 
more careful in future. « 

BomMI BOA/PMbwffa 


Meanwhile. Taulai alleged ihal the 
authorities were bringing in the ques- 
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The draconian Act 

Section 18 of the Army Act is challenged in a court of law 


S ection 18 of (he Army Act has 
never been challenged in uiy 
court of law so far, But for the 
tint time since this draconian Act was 
approved by Parliameru in 1951, those 
involved in the Santbha spy scandal and 
MajoT'Cenecil Ash^ K. Mehia have 
challenged Section 18 of the Army Act 
in the t5elhi High Court. 

Section 18 of the Army 
Act reads: 'Every person 
subject to the Act shall 
hold office during the 
pleasure of (he Prtsi* 
dent". In other wordb, if 
the President desires. 

"Anybody in the army 
can be dismissed without 
even being served a show 
cause notice or a court 
martial*. What's more, 
so far. the Army Act was 
not subject to judicial 
review. 

But recently, (heSupre* 
me Court u^ld the ver¬ 
dict of the Delhi High 
Court which said that all 
the cases under Section . 

18 of (be Army Act will iB W 
be subjected to judicial pitnUI 

review should there be a ^ , 

genuine cate of Bliy CDS 
harassment. (hj 

On 6 August 1990, . . 

Major General Ashok K. SUDSUl 

Mehttt was asked to take < 

premature retirement 
from the army. But he 
refused in the absence of any charges. 
The army authevities then informed 
Mdita that he was a security risk. But 
they refused to substantiate the allega¬ 
tion. Six months later, (he army forcibly 
terminated his services under Section 18 
of the Army Act. Thereafter, they resort¬ 
ed to bUekmailing tactics to obtain a 


Mel^ with a distinguished record of U. General K.5. Khajuria. former 
service, was, according to many in the director-general of miliiary intelligence, 
army circle, in the running for the post of is currently in Delhi. The other person 
chief ^ of army/army commander, who is required to file (he counter- 
Mehta's contention is (hat the then army affidavit is the former army chief, Ccoc- 
chief, ^neral $. Rodrigues, wanted to ml S, Rodrigues. He stays in Goa. 
block his prMDodbn. He framed base- Iniereuingly. the attitude of the army 
less charges against him and had him aulhoriles is reflected in (he note attach* 
removed ^rom service. ed to the Special Leave Petition (SLP) fil¬ 

ed by the government in 
the Supreme Court in die 
Sambha Spy case. The 
anny luth^ties inad¬ 
vertently attached a cor¬ 
respondence between the 
army headquaners and 
the miristry of defence to 
die SLP. The note from 
the limy asks the minis- 
oy of defence to fight 
tooth and nail lo ensure 
that Section 18 of the 
Army Act is not subject 
tojudicial review. The let¬ 
ter reads, 'It rray be diffi¬ 
cult for us to justify our 
actions to the courts, as in 
most cases no rec^s or 

inl990,M«j.GaLAsbokK.MebUwasaacdtotake mny 

pranatuRiTtireiaenLButberefDseduitheibstficeor »uihooti« Kimit th,t 

any charges. The army authorities then informed Mehta 

that he was a security risk, but they refused to ■' ** 

substantiate the all^atkm.H8wi$tli«nrtm judges that the decision 

services under Section 18 of the Array Act “ mTn 

was "rational, based on 

Major General Ashok Mehta's ca.se i s sound and rel iable material and that it 
being currently heard in the Delhi High did not suffer from mala tides.". 

Court. The anny authorities were asked However. R.G. Hegde. under¬ 
by the judges to file the counier- seoetary in the ministry of defence, in 



ijon. Six months later, (he anny forcibly affidavit on 1 December 1994. When his a^idavit in the Mehta case has argu- 
terminated his services under Section 18 they fai led to do so, the date was extend* ed that "the Govemmem of 1 ndi a has aci- 
of (he Army Act. Thereafter, they resort- ed till 15 December. Bui the anny has ed according to Section 18 of (he Army 
ed to blackmailing tactics to obtain a asked for some more lime— (his time Act vidually ignoring the verdict by the 
certificate from Mehta: if he wants to the court has ordered that the authoniies Supvme Court and Delhi High Court on 
draw hti pension, he should not move to will have to file the affidavit by 23 the question of natural justice, 
the coon. The certificate was obtained February. . . . , . . 

from the major general in April 1991. But the fact is that the army could ..,3*** c\e^y m a 
reveril weeks after he was forcibly have easily filed its coutrtcr-affidavit by Buying iime ihe issue 

Kiired. ,K)w5ineeWle»,>ofteoflhelwopef»n$ «*'"''ol*''»wa'e8yrorlh*momem. * 

incidentally, Major General Ashok who will be testifying is in the capital. _ 
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sback! 


Lending libraries mark a return to the reading habit 


S Atelliie television is all very well 
for sane; but after switching 
from channel to channel, a num¬ 
ber of people are now switching off tele* 
vision altogether. And geuing back to 
that old-fasMoned pastime: re^ng. 

Quick to cash in on this return are the 
lending libraries on the pevemenii o( 
New Delhi. Every colony in the c^« 
tal now boasts two If 
not nxnt 


better. Singh has about 30 regular custo¬ 
mers for the romances alone and over 40 
for magizlr)es. Says he. The demand 
earlier was <mly for him magazirtes and 
women's magazines, but now more and 
more people want to borrow business 
papers and magazines.* His Ubnry has 
comics, magazirtes like Life. Newsweek 
and fdrfune apd S ingh adds 40 new rom- 


business. People switched to videos ar>d 
our business fell by about 25 per cent." 

CaWe television made Otings that 
much worse for the reading habit. Accor¬ 
ding to Sal Pal, business went down by 
about 50 per cent in the last two years. 
White Sat Pal stuck to his business — 
(hough he reduced the number of tides 
he stocked by over 50 per cent — others 


such librar- 
ies where evciythlng is 
available, from comics 
and Mills ^ Boon roman* 
ces to magazines and |l 

even (he latest bestsel- il 

lerz. all at reasonable II 

prices. ll 

A bestseller like a I| 

Jarrtes Hadley Chase or a 1 

Robert Uidlum is aval I a- i 

ble for Rb 4 to Rs 8 a day, 1 

good, racy value for 
money. A Electable (for a 

weepy teenagers or reiar- ^^^^B j 
ded hfMsewives) Mills A 
Boon romance costs bet- 
ween Rs 2 and Rs 4 a day 
and a magazine is even 
cheaper^atRsSaday. [r***'*'^H 

Says Sat Pol, who has a 
lending library In Greater BSmSH 
Kailash. ''What people 
arc realising rtow is that 
we are offering them the 
best at a very affordable 
price. A bestseller costs 
nothing less than Rs 
and an Archies Dige.tt^ dtat fl i rnsy 
hve-minuie-worth of reading — costs 
Rs 137. Once you have read these, what 
do you do wiUi them? Whereas, if you 
borrow books, there are so many titles 
that you can get for the cost of one book “ 

"'Business is picking up." amplifies 
Anin Kumar, who has an electronics 
repairs shop in Asbok Vihar in North 
Delhi, and who started a lending library 
nearly a year ago. *I started by lending 
out film magazinei, but people wanted 
books, so now 1 have a 1 ibi^ of bestsell¬ 
ing authors." 

Kumar manages to lend out about ten 
magazines and three books eveiy day. 
Others like Ajit Singh, who has i lend¬ 
ing library in Defence Colony, are doing 


like Vidiwa Mitier set up a video libn 


Says Sat Pal« owner <^a 
leading library, ''What 
people are realising now is 
that we are offering them 
the be$t at a very 
affordable price" 


Now. Miller is back to concentrating 
on his lending library. Says 
he. "People are discovering that they 
can't really sit at home and see some of 
the programmes with their children. 
Books are more pri V ate. So they are com¬ 
ing t, .k to us for bestsellers and hot 
romances * Miner has got hack 15 to 20 
percent of the customers that he had lost. 

The wheel, it seems, has come full cir¬ 
cle. And the good, old days of Enid 
Blyums and Agatha Christies may well 
outdo our newer, less lasting passion for 
WWf Wrestling Manio at^ The 
Bold And The Beautiful. • 


ance titles to his ct^lection every montii. 

The rea.son for this boom is not diffi¬ 
cult to find: the craze for television is 
wearing off. 

Earlier, lending Itbrvies were among 
the first casualty of the TV/videc 
boom. Says Ajii Singh, who has been 
running his lending library for 14 years. 
The last fiveyean were very bad for the 
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On tiM rocks 

■ E)eve]opineoi Ukos its 
pound of flesh. Aod U 
Kertls—the highly^Utenie 
snd oewly-eflluent soutbcra 
state of Indiait biu okeo 
its toll on the family as an 
iosUtutioo. Rough stahaijcs 
reveal that divorce rates in 
ibe state have risen by an 
astounding 350 percent in 
the pan decade. 

Newly-weds waitiAg for 
their turns at the family 
courts is a commoo sight 
toe days. Idarriagcs cmsh 
even before the euphona of 
the honeymoon is over^. 
layi Srecdevi, a faraly court 
ju^e. In faa, these courts 
are now attending neariy 15 
irate couples a day. 

What went wrong with 
the hMvenly bond? 

According to psychiav- 
ills and social workers, the 
society in Kerala is in a swe 
of Hua. As a result, social 
contracts have become 
loose.. 

Looks like this U <me 
place where young couples 
are not made for each other. 


HonortocauM 

■ Mo« language n 
school aod cc^l^ prece¬ 

ded by the usual boutt of pR- 
dieting attd mugging up 
essays that are “suggested* 
by teacben and seoton. 

If one wu to go by the 
norms of Patna U nivenity, 
one topic that had etched 
everyone's notice could well 
have t^***^^"** a “tore* shot 


queitkiD while piepirifig for 
(he eums ^ an es^ on the 
chief Dunister of your state. 

Yes. Che Kindi ques* 
boo paper ^ Patna Univer¬ 
sity's BA Pan-l! eaamina* 
tioo this year actually deman¬ 
ded that the students write an 
essay on chief minister 
LalooPrisad Yadav. 

This is the fim lime that 
examinees have been qusxz- 
cd on die exploits of a living 


SEPARATED AT BIRTH? 




leader. 

One wonders vdiat LaJoo 
has to say to his riew-found 
academic honour. 

aw««t 


: Tif * liT 


fl If rice is in. can hddus be 
far behind? 

In an obvious move to 
counter Andhra Pradesh 
diief minister NT. Rama 
Rod's promise of making 
rice available at Rs 2 a kilo, 
the Congress-dominated 
governing body of the Tiru- 
pati Thirumala Devastha- 
nam (TTD) has unanimous¬ 
ly decided to slash (he price 
(^its loddui from Rs 4 to Rs 
2 . 

ForNTR, however, the 
sweet has become a bitter 
pill to swallow. The Tdugu 
Desam Party supremo has 
ordered (he executive officer 
of (he TTD. D.V.N.L. 
Murthy. 10 veto the govern¬ 
ing body's decision. 

This high-handedness on 
(he pan of the ruling party 
has peeved most of 
(he TTD members • 


THIS INDIA 


enWANHWAfltlWiiM)- 

biMy 11 the Am iQiiiMiDV^. 
ing pheuo idencity cai^ for 
votert. And it haa lain place la 
iba coital dtf of Oriaaa. The 
c«di hive bcniDto* Akdy 
eoooi ^ to ibepftliaM gtv- 
«by Tiii Sarin. Bitt aom of 
toe. give 

marirft oto to rihar la 


A group of voQfld SOB toct 
carda, onm fbr aa itoy beto- 
fill gMa.hive woedato Tfow 
sweet". "1 love you* p rie ied on 



■01 ceoirol htmarif and Iwd deoonted toe caedi wM 
tweet-aoibiep. 

Aad aow them cards have been eeuetDed. The giris 
lave been ariud to poae once agrin. MeaowhRe, Alim H 
bU beris n jril — Mjkal (Ato Bw. 


oftecy. Atam could 


New DBJi: Wto tosh lluaat a Delhi Pto airiri- 
spi sub-iaipectpr. dUippmeed iu April. 1993« eo one 
could have inagmed (be cbeumctancei under ' iriddtha 
weiuld be diacemed mriy two yarn trier. The pdke. 
bot OB trail of a fool smril ananrihig bom aWeri Delhi 
house, doo ovged Kutaar't de c om p osed body. 

They found out dMi thow^ Rooar had died loeg ago, 
bis bo^ had been zeakniriy gorided by his wife. Ito- 
lerit. wto leftaed to eresMie it She bad^o fcabiddea her 
two SBQS md a cette g e- f oing *^»g***«- to duclose (he. 
dosely-gnded fndly icML 

Tb^ for aeariy two yaen. Aa loof-loM Suferitltoar 
was ceriflaad lo bad by hte wtfs who appUad UiTie jeioe 

OB bar ha tod* t body mey day. Tbe fMotiy mcatoi 
wen adamaH MririhcMto Knrirwhaidriae again 
---bedim fiipaaiKTi toadqtonaato Dewaa. MP). 


fUMftAvn 1M 





















KU8UMBHAN0ARI 


BEG!NStNG29JASVAnY. IW 


ARIES 


(2! f4Afck-iOApftl} 

T he routine thii you heve 
come (0 rely oe in 
business sod professionsJ 
«ffain msy be disrupted. 
You msy be in the ftce of 
u^ieevels. but you'll soon 
gain coning of situebons. By 
reacting impulsively to the 
uneipecied, you will only 
meJce metiers worse. 
Romance will be disturbing. 


TAURUS 


{2tAprH>2CM4yi 

F riends will be congenial 
end perceptive, ^y not 
visit places of interest and 
beauty with acquaintarKes? 
Their advice can be 
invaluable. They may help 
you out of tight comers. 
You'll have to find a balance 
between stinginess and 
extravagance. Minor 
domestic disturbances are on 
the cards. 


GEMINI 


itt May 20Jimi) 

Y ou may feel a little under 
the weather. Ceminis 
may have been laying 
theinselve< voo open to the 
demands of others. A little 
self-protection may be in 

order now. Dcm't let others 
trample aJI over you. Your 
natural generosity is 
probably best held in check: 
others may off-load (heir 
dudes on to you. 


CANCER 


(2IJyite20July^ 

D on’ I look for i mmediate 
resuks where persofuU 
plans are concerned. The 
way to avoid 

di sappo) niment is to plan for 
the long term. Too much 
caution can mean lost 
opponunities. Relations 
with loved ones may be 
strained. Take care of your 
spouse's health. 


LEO 

(2IJMy20Amga»0 

I t seems that some 
impoftani decisions are 
facing you now. You will 
have lo come down from 
sitting on the fence and show 
where your true allegiartce 
lies. You cannot ke^ others 
cliff-hanging any longer. 
Friends can let you down 
badly. Their words can 
r^und on you in very 
unfavourite ways. 


LIBRA 


<2! S*ptfmhtr'20 Octebtr) 

P eople upon whom you 
would like to rely can be 
uncharacteristically erratic. 
But it would be a mistake for 
Librans to be similarly lax 
and unreliable. You may 
have to be even more 
efficient to make up for the 
lack of proficiency in others 
and like on other people' s 

lespoAsibiliiies. 



VIRGO 


(2{ Aufuii-TO September) 

A pproach influential 
f^Mople with special 
ret^uests. Try venturing off 
the beaten track. TIk new 
and unfami I lir is where the 
greatest potential lies. Don’t 
restrict yoursel f with 
unnecessary fears and 
consideredoos. Free 
younelfof past ties. 


SCORPIO 


(2i Octobet~20Novtmb«0 

D o not rest cm your laurels 
where bu.>iness finances 
ace concerned. This is a good 
dme to step up business 
turnover. 
represenut i 

great success in finding new 
outlet s/mvtets. High-level 
meetings behind closed 
doors can be product! ve. 


SAGITTARIUS 

ftt Nav«"bfr'20 Dfctmber) 


D on* t borrow money to 
shore up business 
i^iyities that ue in 
difftculiy except as an 
absolute fmal measure. 
Business associates may be 
bearing deep grudges 
against you and could hold 
past indiscretions over your 
head for sometime. 


CAPRICORN 

(2! Otf*mbfr’20Jontiaryj 

N ew doors can open for 
you now. Let your 
adventurous spirit come to 
the fore so that you can take 
full advantage of the 
opportunities that come your 
way. Seize the chances that 
promise an expansion of 
horizons. Powerful allies 
w be won or persuaded to 
act in your interests. Guard 
against cnemity. 

AQUARIUS 

(2 i Jonii«fy'20 Frbruofy) 

Y OU are in the middle of a 
shori but extremely 
favourable period. You are 
probably feeling on top of 
the world and have plenty of 
energy to devote both to 
personal plans and the best 
inieresis of people levs 
wcll-ofT than yourself. 

Others wilt be appreciative 
of your attcmpis lo serve and 
assist. 

PISCES _ 

(2t Ftbrmr*-20f4Qnh) 

N asialgic thoughts inay 
be followed by 
meetings with long-lost 
friertds and associates. It's a 
good time to visit disuini 
relatives not seen for a while. 
Working in the background 
and uridcr cover of secrecy is 
recommended. Work 
pressure can be 
tremendous. • 


























RANDOM NOTES 


All eyn (R ibnd M 


M 


HEARD IN MOUNT ROAD. MADRAS 


friMMi 


tfi 


by AiIbr Smfh. 
TIvvi is spi^ M 
in orgiDiftiof Chtf Eneetiog. 
Bw. Iiueiwilftgly. wb«» 

>i^iv Iffigb skm ii boMing 
iRMtinit, tlvtfi IuuiqM Ml 
fbUowerttohMdbKE. 

S Uke te B»di fiiMic 
il^cKing. for imtince. *nui» 
incflting hM boon orpnind 
^ AniA Kumw Singh 
t lURwt wppofV' 



N.P. 


of Arjun Siagh, to intugun- 
le R colkge belonging lo s 
fonner BJP MLA. 

Singh. Bui ncx a single aup* 
poftcr of Tiwftri is helping 

out in the meeting. 

Apparmily, for Tiwari 
(WO is a crowd. 


AcHffMVirtKIiid 

ofhwo 


W* annd wr CM If Alw'd Hk* 
ctaNW Mm* SiM mM ih«t 
•ho'd profocCliwiM for 


A JAVALAllTHA SUPPORTER. REFERRING TO 
THE CM'S REIATIONS WITH THE STATE 
GOVERNOR. CHAN NA REDD V 


f 


functkMW weie being upsta¬ 
ged. Apparently, that wa> i 
lrtx-up in the office of the 
comnunicatioas miniHer, 
Sukh Ram Ai a mult ihe 
ofTicitls ^acovemd (bat the 
Pmsidem had iwosimuttane* 
oui sump releases* on 15 
Jaaiimy—one commemon* 
ting Fictd Manhai K.M. Car- 
bppa and another, much id 
the horror of the armymea. a 
narnp in memnry Ote ffhn 
hero, Phihvirai Kapoor. 

A nev scene was created 
in Rnshtnpati Btaavan when 
this mix-up was diseovemd 
Army officials wem so up«t 
Ifiat (hey announced that 
(hey were withdrawing the 
sump and would tack a 
fresh dale wHh Ou Preakkni 

for the release of duir slafAp. 

"Is Prrthvir^ Kapoor more 
important than the Iwhan 
Army," asked an offida] 
indignantly. 





West Bengal Congres- 
KDpallliciaiisareget- 
ting increasingly dinenchaAi- 
ed with commerce miniver 
aad deputy chairman of the 
Planning ^ontmif^Nion. Pru- 
nab Mukberjee. There a 
time when Mukherjec would 

invite Congressmen to his 
office and when in Csdcutui 
wcMld go and call on them ai 
Ibeir housen. because « thw 
time ku wanted lo make sure 
he would get therr votes in 
idw RAi)« Sabhi elections. 


The PresideiH acud ai an 
arbiter. v btet.* he raid 
with a smile, "film Mtists are 
after ell enurUBAen for the 
bdUn Army aa He 
persuaded the anny to let 
him ftk«e both ihc stamps. 
And as hr*f the supreme 
commander, the vmy had u> 
ac^ieace. albeit with bad 




Hindi fOm stmgs being u3edfi>r 
conipdignmi UiAisem^ elections 


Anny Day, on * IS 
January, saw a new 
incarnation of PresidetK 

Shankar Dayal^wma. 

Traditionally. 15 January 
belongs to die !«fian Army. 
On that day. the President. 

wbo >6 dw supreme oomnasi- 

der of the armed fomea. is 
aapM^ to pre sid e cw 
army fuMtfons alone. 


dMMM hWftra MDotf Apdob dm* 
ompiemmnaKgunMeMzMman^.-- 


mumetmeed^i. 

nMntatmsieelsslaee 


sytnvntdMo 




tahttamiheptfadp. 

' TWa yew. however, army 

officya woe diiinaypd wi 

annoyed to find dm ibeir 



In dm ^course of this PR 
exercise Mukheijee. they 
focail, went so far as lo can 
on Manun Baneigee's 
Mo/herto touch her foet aiid 
sedc her Nesiinp- Banejlee. 
of coiaie. voted for the Cofr 
ffcss(l) in the Ra^ya Gabha 
eiectkms. . 

But after hehad been alec- 
ud, Mbkhedee wM strange¬ 
ly reluctant lo meet those 
who had wDikedlbr him ir 
the elccdoQs. To such anoxt 
«nt dut iH)en Baneijee w» 
lying io hospital and kudaen 
MuUkBijee Bifoya greetings 
tksete was no response fron 
Pnnah. And. this tim 
round, Muktreijee did noi g 
SD aea her whan Mamet 
m teccoily hospi talised. 

AfkBT all. whai was di 
poini of putting himself m 
whan dterd.wasn't an elet 
don looming large on th 
horiaon. a 












Sore enough, an MP. 
Mahftvir Tyagi. go( up defy^ 
ing the coovention UM ■ 
' C?P meettatg t$ addrcsced 
«nky by (be Prime Minister. 
*Tte pvty hu had enough 
siif you,” be dectared, demin- 
tec ibe lesIgiMtioo 
NAru from one of the rwo 
posts ifl Che party. 

Nehru heard hun out 
QUieOy. but won red in the 
face. After TyagI bad had his 
say. Nehru got up end his- 
aadr *YthpariyMpkibaptm- 
If nakiii hoin. Kyon ist^ 
40 m m0in (TU$ ii not your 
Mber'a ftoftny. Why 
ehodd 1 mSA''TVagi prcK 
mpdy backeditfiwn. 


taiesMou) 


ehMfbr 


ai 


HEARD AT I RACE COURSE ROAD 


■ BpKribythenyedmi- 
akaared on Aijun 
kfa g tl** InadJn fbr being 
.(be '■■ny widiin*. Rao's 
It xrondchng why the 
ffW Minister didn't get 
fbjMaith hU fonw rniftistcr 

A story that this camp is 
fOltiDi partKuJarly food of 
racelliAg goes bed: to the 
Nehru era. After the 1962 
aggrraaioa whb CUna. a 
* nMtag of the CongreBa Par* 
teieotary Party (CP^ was 
'oefted ilkr ■ Im of diacus* 
lion. Nehni*s muiafcti wv- 
Md him dot he would have 
to bee heavy oppoaldoa in 
the meeting. 


Polltica ma ma navar having to 
aay yo«s*ro aoivy. 


AN AAJUN SINGH SUPPORTeP ON RAO'S 
DEMAND THAT ARJUN SINGH APOLOGISE TO 

HIM 


f 


Wlor* l«yal than 
ttiaPM 



More on Aoun Sin^. 
One <if the issues be% 
rnaed about P.V, Nara&imha 
Reo is the ^idetining of (be 
Rijiv and Indira loyaUau. 
But this is not a receni deve* 
topment Singh co(t€e)ed on 
10 this several monihs ago. 
daring a diKuuion he had 
whh Narasimha Rao about 
Mahanuhtn. 

Reo told Skigh (o go lo 
Mahentshtra to disctiat can* 
didaieit for (he AssemMy 
elections. "What is my 
briefr asked Singh. *Good 
candidates,” said PV Laconi* 
Ciily. “Not enough.' Singh 
told him poittely. "I need a 
defimte brief,” he insisted. 

K. Karunakann came to 



PV's <kfence. -We*ll go 
there and decide (the brieO,' 
he offered, "fm imx leaving 
Delhi until I know the mind 
of the high command. ” coun* 
lered Singh. 

PV understood. Slowly he 
said. "Pro/banuAid. 
aur Iftdiraii ke U^$on ku 
ye. Mfifi Ume kabfu prec^ 


CHECK-L 1ST 


InJo-US reiation.s: USdignitariry who 
vbiied India rrcendy 


■ INn Brown: The us commefce secreiaiy was In 
India onatongtDurinQtrIpwNhihuQatMfflolpotmbd 
investors grown went away happy at the pace oUndd’s 
rafonni The question is. wW So investors actually mvett? 


• WMNoai Porvy: The Perry visA has been desenbed 
by the Clinton administration k 'most imporuif. But this 
appHes to the Pekislen leg of his vdB also 
Peny was even-handed. In Pakistan, he said that India 
had nght over Kashmir . Whereas, in Indii ha said that a 
third parly could decidethe fate of KasfmwbeRer then 
India and Pakistan. And, m die US he reported tint his tnp 
was successful. Eminendy so. from hs point of wew. 


Came with WrUiam Perry. Out kept 


her mouth shut 


■ HMBlOXiwy: The US power secreWy presides 
over (he tete of brae sums pt doAar teveetmeniB in India. 
So ehe can be teroWi torAtfyteldMg on terms of 
In v es tment. Rfee inteftenoi on counter•ouaonteei. 


I counter •guarantees. 


IntorfMMiM 


■ Pintnee minister Mm> 
mohan Singh is now 
pUgued with anew prdbletlu 
demartds made by godmen 
H>d the like. Not content 
with getdng deals done on 
behalf of businessateQ« 
OwDdmfwiRu ii now med* 
dliog tn dK a^iolinmem of 
bumucrais m the depart* 
mente directly related to the 
finance minitoy. 

The chainnan of (he cen* 
trtl board for cusionu end 
excise, K. Govindaraian. reti¬ 



res in April this year. Lobt^- 
log for his replocemeni has 
airesdy b^im. Chandra 
Swami has evinced his ioigr* 
est in (he eumber three on the 
penel, K. Visvaiuehan. BtU 
*hnre are several enqiaheson 
against bim. 

Singh is worried on 000* 
tber count as well EciforEc- 
mciit director i.A. ChautBiu- 
h bos bceo empnneUed os 
additional secretary so his 
poet will fall vacant oe weil. 
If there is one dug Sfagk k 
clear about, tl la Ait be teBoi 
gim eo agree » SwamTb 
oanwlaica, 

So ODOiher itMid of coiK 
ftoMatkaiisoodwcaate, • 


— - - 

























lailor-maclc SoluUons 


This (iptiial Uhtv will MMtn form ihe wry Ubn*. <4 ik)mg bu.Mi>w in tndu. 
AT&Ts wide range of technology will hdp connect like fuium wiDi a uxirld- 
class ieletimiinunKatiun.s netwock. One that will allow an exponer in Uoml'ay to 
get an upcLiie on the Oujamt ckich market to wrw up a deal And enable hotels 
to provide complete. worldH:las.s cummuiut'ations services to tlieir guests. 

Its all pan of AT&Ts tuinmiimem to help improve teleconimunicaiions 
throughout India and around the world After all. with over 100 years 
experience and the unparalleled achK*vemenui of AT&T Bell Laboratories, we 
are tlie only company that desigrvs, Uiilds and operates complete. siaie-of-( he¬ 
art comcnunic'ations networks worldwide 

Our business is complex, but our vision is simple We want to help bring 
people together. aiTOAs India and around the work!. Anytime, anywhere. 



O lirtii • iieuil Mu VHvw VI i| VMgUi 


Nb I W(»HK >VS1IMV • will IIMlIUA mOIM'Cls AMI M tVCUs * MORA! INIOKMAnos SOI I1 MOSS • COMMI NKAOONs s| KVIl.1 ^ 










Narasimha Rao 
finally acts. But will 
Arjun Singh’s 
challenge fade 
away? 
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COVERSTOKY 

Rao vs Arjun 

Narasimha Rao tinally 
acts. But will Arjun 
Singh's challenge fade 
away? 
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POLITICS 

Enter, the 
clergy 

The Aka! Takht brings 
the warring Akali 
factions together. But 
will the unity last? 
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K O C* U S 

A dimmer of 
hope 

Human rights 
organisations win ihc 
first round of a court 
battle against the 
Maharashtra govemmei 


L6TT£fiS4 
SIGHT AND SOUND 0 
SPOTLIGHT 44 
BUSINESS 4$ 
KHAASBAAT74 
TV REVIEW 75 
NEWS 78 

ODDS AND TRENDS 67 
SUN DAY WEEK 66 
RANDOM NOTES 69 
DELHI DIARY 90 
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NEWSWATCH 

Volcano! 

An eruption off the 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands generates 
much interest among 
the scientific 
community 


68 

FOCU.S 

Easy way out 

In the absence of 
speedy legal redressul. 
a parallel law 
cnforccTTKnl system 
gain*' iiKrcasing 
acceptance 
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Men Sh«nkar AiyA' 
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Ashoka ChakfdMny 
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Pawar’s gamble 


I rend wjihinterv^ the 
cover siDTy on ShoruJ 
Pawnr (7>ie t/o>«/ 
judne/Tfnr. 22 — 28 
JviU 4 r> y 

The devhne of the Con* 
t) over the ycofs has 
been a sad spectacle indeed, 
from being i he I coding pol i • 
tical outfit in the country it 
has now been reduced to a 
party desperuicly dying lo 
retain its hold over Maha¬ 
rashtra. pMhably its lust has* 
(iofl of power. Pnviously. 
even if the party was defea¬ 
ted. it could bank on cha¬ 
rismatic leaders like Indira 
and Rajiv Gandhi to bring it 
back to power once again. 
But today, it seems that there 
is no one with such 
cap^ilities. 

In the present scenario, 
Sharad Pawar appears to be 
the Congress' hcsl bet. As 
the unicic rightly pointed 
out. the Maharashtra strong¬ 
man has survived many poli¬ 
tical storms and has emerged 
a winner from no-win situa¬ 
tions'. 

I cannot but admire him. 
for. in spite of all the odds fac¬ 
ing him, Pawar still retains 
confidence in the Congress* 
prospect s — both in Maha¬ 
rashtra and elsewheri*. It wilt 

be i merest ing to w atch the 
results of the forthcoming 
Assembly polls in Maha¬ 
rashtra. for it is on this that 
the future of Sharad Pawar 
depends. 

Sniafla Ouhs, Bombay 
(ManaraabiraJ 


■ A very valuaMe commeni 
has been made at the end of 
the article on Sharad Pawar. 
The siaiemeni that the Maha- 
rashii a chief minister is bank - 
mg on the TINA (There K 
; NoAliemahvc)factorunder* 
I tines the sorry state of Indian 
j politics. 

.Sharad Pawar. as we all 
know, has been under a 
cloud for most of last year, 
what with hialleged links 
I with the underwork!, panicu- 
I larly Dawood Ibrahim. The 
I notoriously shun public 
memory, however, has 
already forgotten about 
those days. Pa war's confid¬ 
ence stems as much from this 
fact as that of there being no 
viable uliemaiive to him in 
Maharashtra. There is rtoi 
or>e single leader who can 
compare with Pawar's statu¬ 
re or his popularity. 

It is the misfortune of our 
country that ihi*rc arc so few 
leaders fMoi amongst w hom 
one cun choose. Although 
political purites at the state 
and national levels keep 
mushrooming every year, 
leaders, who ai lout appear 
reliable, arc in short supply. 

I Small wonder then, ih^ 


people like Pawar feel confl- 
dem aboui their political 
future. 

A^iaaA Aparwaf xanpur fMiar 
i PnOmh) 


Thoughts on a 

former 

President 


T his ii with referertce to 
the obituary on Ihe for¬ 
mer President. Giani Zail 
Singh (1 — 7 January). 

The Government of India 
deserves praise for holding a 
stale funeral in honour of 
Cioniji. Tail Smgh was a 
true nai lonal isii^ a rcl igi* 
ous and honest person, a rare 
comhinaiion in today's poli- 
livians. Tlw citirens of India 
are grateful lo Prime Mini¬ 
ster Nonisimha Rao for 
allowing ihe cremation to 
take |dacc in Ihc VVJP urea, 
which was believed lobe 
reserved for the Nehru fami¬ 
ly only. 

Toensure that lus name 
lives on. the Guvemmeni of 
India should now issue corrv 
mcmriraiive stamps aiMl 
coins in Zail Singh's memo* 


Shnmd Pmar thu boat M 




MrttofMHat 

ry. The Delhi administraiion 
should also name soctk road, 
locality or institution after 
this wonhy son of India. 

Subhaah Chandra 4 graH«/, 


Charisma and 
the Con^ss 

I was amused lo read Ihe 
interview with Arjun 
Singh where he says. "It is i 
fact lhal there arc no cha¬ 
rismatic leaders in the Con¬ 
gress today" (8—14 
January). 

It's clear that he wants 
Sonia Gandhi to join politics 
so that she could revitalise 
the Congress party. But what 
will she gain by joining poli¬ 
tics? Especially since her 
husband and mother-in-law 
have both been brutally 
assassinated. What guaran¬ 
tee can the government give 
her that she and her children 
would be safe? 

* As for charismatic 
leaders. 1 feel that there is at 
lea.si one in our coumiy — 
fitoolan Devi. Muluyam 
Singh and the Janata Dal 
leaders arc already wooing 
her but 1 believe that if the 
Congress shows interest in 
her, she might agree to beco¬ 
me its leader. Only she can 
bring discii^ine to (hr party. 
Further. laJdis of people 
will come to listen to her 
speeches and ihe Congress 


•mio** < 1 n^ff iM 
















will, oiwe agiiin, gei a new 
1ea»e of Ufe. 

V.K. OByaWM, ftomtay 
(MeAMeAira) 

Who killed 
R^iiv? 

( read with great interest 
Mini Shinkir Aiyir's 
column entitled AnlmUan 
TaUeyrand'i 
self-exculpation <S—14 

January). 

I must admit that for once, 
[ agree with Aiyar and dis* 
agree with my colleague in 
the tAS, B.G. Deshmukh. 
There was absolutely no 
excuse for Deshmukh to 
justify the withdrawal of 
SPC cover for the former 
Prime Minister, Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi, when he knew very well 
that there was a real threat to 
his life. 

Also, I think .Sonia G«in- 
dhi has every reason to feel 
upset with ihe slow progress 
of the iiivcsiigati<m into 
Rajiv's assassjnalion. Some 
of the embarrassing ques¬ 
tions which must be answer¬ 
ed arc why his SPU security 
c<wer was withdrawn and 
who stood to gain if he was 
removed from the political 
scene. 


The only ex|rfanaiion for 
Narasimha Rao dragging his 
feci over the Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination case seems lo 
be that it goes against his 
nut ure to lake sptxdy Kiion. 
At the lime when Indira Gan¬ 
dhi was as.sassiruiied, Rao 
was the home minister, in 
charge of the PM‘s security. 
He, however, did not offer to 
resign, as many thought he 
Hhould, accepting moral res¬ 
ponsibility for the failure of 
ihe security system. 

It appears ihat he is behav- 
ing in the same rrunner even 
in this case. 



T his is with rcfererKCto 
the an ick. The hertpin 
highway (18 — 24 
December). 

The seizures by customs 
officials over the past few 
months roixs the question 
whether there has been, of 
laic, a %trkter cnforcemcM 
of the law or u larger How of 
heroin in lo the cuuni/y. 

During the past iwo 
decades, the number of drug 
aUdkes and the smuggling vf 
drugs from India have both 
taken a quantum leap owing 




a mor* etMhnd nway 


largely io laxity on ihe pan 
ofthcauthoriiics Also note* 
worthy is the t a 1 that the 
value of Ihe sei/ures multip* 
lies at least a ihousandfolJ 
hy the time it reaches con- 
su I r>ers i n Ihe West. Thus, sei¬ 
zures do not mean much for 
the drug lords. 

I think it is high lime thai 
the authontiev woke up and 
todk concrete steps to rectify 
the situation, before this pro¬ 
blem w^irscns any further. 
MuaMn 4fe0«r, Mew Mlf 

Should she, 
shouldn't she? 


E ver since I read Suresh 
Kohh’s scathing review 
of Raju Bharaian's book on 
Lata Mangeshkar in 77re 
Hindu, 1 luve warned to find 
out whether anyone shared 
my feelings on this issue. I 
was, therefore, pleasantly 
surprised to read in V. 
Gangadhar's ct>lumn an 
exposition supporting my 
viewpoint {Spewing venom 
15-^21 January). 

Raju Bharatan was right 
when he said that Lata 
should call it a day. This. I 
feel. is i n her interests: if she 
quits now. people will 
remember her with love and 
admiration, bui if'she insists 
on coMlnuing. then her 
matchless past will become 
pale in memory because of 



eafifintfny 

the average fare she is delive¬ 
ring now. 

L.ff. ffd^wnan/, flanpator* 
fKamaMa; 


Wufrtod: young 
umpires 

T he spotlight item. On a 
siUkywicketA^’- 14 
January) highlighicd a pro¬ 
blem that our cricketers oft¬ 
en have to face on the field. 

The umpire’s altitude is, 
in most CU.SCS, quite wrong. 
The bowler has every righi 
to know why his appeal has 
been fumed down and il \ 
the umpire's duly to (clI him. 
1 fully sympathise with Sun- 
jay Manjrckaron thi'< point 
The solution to the pr(>- 
blcm might lie in having 
only young and energetic 
umpires around who won't 
find i l loo difficu 1 1 to uphol J 
the true spirit of itic game. 

5. aa ftrt aab ItrfaAnan, Madraa 

(T^mOu/ 














V^R SAMGHVI 


THE 

INCUMBENCY 

SYNDROME 

Never mind the theories, the voter is mud as hell 


If there is a ^(ingk 
guiding principle 
in Indian politico, 
it is that govern- 
ments always dis- 
appoinl ihe people 
who voted them 
into oflice. The 
level of public 
expectations is so 
high, the nature of electoral premises is 
»I extravagant and the actual performan* 
ce of most govemmenu is so dismal that 
the electorate nearly always votes again¬ 
st incumbent governments. 

This is a trend that came to the fore 
after the death of Pandit Nehru in 196A. 
At the next election, in 1967. the Con¬ 
gress was so badly mauled that many 
people wondered if it ixtuld survive lU 
five-year term. As it turned out. the par¬ 
ty did not in fact survive. Indira Gandhi 
broke away from it. created a new coali¬ 
tion of $upporter% and invented the 
Congressd). 

At the 1971 election, the iradilional 
Congress — now called CongressfO) 
because it had the organisation — put up 
a pathetic performance and Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi's new party, which promised 
change, swept (he polls. 

But of coune, Indira Gandhi couldn't 
deliver either. In 1974, her government 
was in so mueh trouble that if she hadn’t 
declared the Emergency in 1975. she 
would probrtdy have been driven out 
from office. In any event, when the elec¬ 
tions were finally held ^ a year later 
than scheduled in 1977 — the Coogres- 
$(I) fared so badly that Mrs Gandhi lost 
her own seat. 




In keeping with this trend. Indim Gan¬ 
dhi's successors, the Junau Parly, began 
well and then nut into dirTicullies when 
they cou Idn * i moke gsx id on thei r pnimi • 
ses. By early 19HI. Janau was out and 
Mrs Gandhi was back tn offKe 

Nobody knows what would have hap¬ 
pened if Mrs Gandhi had le<l the G>n- 
gross into the l9K4dectiiin But judging 
by the manner in which the party was los¬ 
ing AxsemMy elections in key stales, it 
is probaMe that she wouki have heen 
defeated. 

In any ca.se. when her 
son took over following 
the aicsassinacion. he 
care to package himself 
iLs an alternative to what 
had gone before. It was a 
shrewd move because he 
got the protest vote while 
di.sowning the failures of 
the last Congress 
government. 

But of course, this did¬ 
n't work either. In 1989. 

Rajiv Gandhi lost the par- 
liameniary election and 
had to make way for an 
unstable Janata Del 
government. In a mailer 
of months, this govern¬ 
ment collapsed and when 

on election was fitMlly 

held in 1991. the electors 
relieved V.P, Singh of his 
pariiameniary support. 

T his phenomenon goes 
by many names. In the 
t980s. we used lo call it 


the Irisn Law of Indun politics. Of 
laie. Pnum <7 Ruy has popularised a 
ntorc cjtchy term: the incumbency 
s>ndrr>mc, 

BrH'fly put, I he incumbency syndro¬ 
me posits ihai (here will ulwiiys he a mas¬ 
sive swing ugainst a government in 
power at tiw next elccthin. This i$ acon- 
seiiucncc ol the tailurc of ull govern¬ 
ments ui incci public exjxxtuiitms und 
the generalised disgust with politicians. 
Indian dcmiKTucy elTeciively empowers 














voters only once every five years. And againsi Biju P«uraik in Orissa, 
they use thai power lo turn out It's ha^ U) say who would henefil 
incumbents. Crtun the pnHcsl vote, in Miharashua 

In recent weeks, the incumbency syn* und (iujarut, U would proboMy be (be 
drome has been used tueiifriain the Con- Bhaniliya Janata Party (BJP). Bui in 
gresh defeats in Andhra and Karnataka. Bihar, the Congrevs is in no position to 
The argument 1$ that Deve Gowda and gain from LahK)*s pruMcms. And io 
his pereniidly•squawking friends didn't Orissa, the Congress has ihrowrt away 
really win in Kamoiuka: the Congress its early advantage because uf the 
govemmcfli lost. Similarly, cheap r^c uncertainty at the Cnwe, 
and prohibition may have added some NeveniKksa. should the mcunibency 
gloss to NTR's appeal, hut the Andhra syndrtMnc turn out to have been valid, 
results represented a vote against rhe then perhaps we will need to rethink 
incumbent Congress government, nut a many of our pM conclusions about Indi* 
vote for the Telugu Desam Party (TOP), an politics. The Andhra and Karnataka 
The stall si icul evidence is hard to d is • votes were f¥H pi lacsis against liberal isa- 
regard. At the last 35 Assembly clei lion and they dtd not mark the beg inning 
lions, the government in power has ol a national an(i*Congress wave. They 
clung on to office only 10 to 15 percent were simply votes against governments 
of the lime, Oihcrwiae, the proivsi vote in power 

has dominated the polling and allowed More signitkaMly, we will have to 
anyone who claims to be an alicmaiivc recunsider ihe convenikmal wisdom on 
10 get in and try and prove himself. the rise and full of the BJP. The general 

view IS ihai a Hindu wave vsvept the 
r the incumbency syndrome holds country m Igathered momcnium in 
then the results of the next round of 1991 and then fmM in 199.1, 

Assembly elections will see Laloo Buikiokaiiimicnnsiifihcjncumhen* 
Yadav losing his majority in Hihur, Sha* cy syndrome In 1989. the vote was 
rad Pawar doing the s;uik in Malui* against the Citngn'ss. so the BJP and the 
rashiraand the Congrevs*Janata Dal tCi) Janata Dal shared the gams. By 1991, 
alliance losing in Gujarat. It would also the Janata Dal hud also become the lar* 
mean that there would be a huge swing gel of the protest vote so the BJP got u : 

Should the ' 

incumbency j 

syndrome turn 
out to have been 
valid, then the 
Andhra and 
Karnataka vrtes 
werenot 
protests against 
liberalisation. 
They were simply 
votes against the 
VQaya Bhaskara 
Reddy (far left) 
and Veerappa 
Moity 

govemmMits In 
power 



much larger share 
And in 1993. the resul¬ 
ts of Uk Avscmbly elec¬ 
tions were a direct con* 
sequence of ibe incum¬ 
bency syndrome. The 
BJP was m power in 
Madhya Pradesh, lltur 
Pradesh, Himachal 
Pradesh and Rajasthan || 
lost Its mujoriiy in ail four 
Stales though it wa.s able 
to negotiate a return lu 
oflke in ftajgsihan. In the 
one state where it did nut 
have a government — 
Delhi — il wMi easily. 

%i\ the rise and Tali of 
the BJP may have li;ile \o 
do with pro-Hindu feel¬ 
ing and everything to do 
with incumbency. If the 
pony wins m Cujorai and 
Maharashtra tin alliance 
with the Shiv Sena), then 
It won't mean that Hin¬ 
dus ore flexing their 
muscles again It will sm* 
ply inean that the BJP has 
goi the protest vote 


VICTIMS or THE 

fNCUMBENCY 

SYNDROME 



INOHUGMOMr 



RJUIVQMDHI 


S hould we pay so 
much dtleniion tu ihe 
incumbency syndrome'* 

And should we reject the 
conventional wisdom 
about Hindu waves, 
cheap rke and the J^ke? 

1*11) not sure. To sec at! 
of Indian politics in terms 
of the protest vote is over¬ 
ly simplistic. Obviously, V,p. $|NQ{ 
(here arc other factors. 

But equally, I think we underestimate 
the impunance of the incumbency syn¬ 
drome. Politicians do nut revise quite 
how angry voters ore. And they do not 
recognise that the electorate is just wait¬ 
ing to throw them out of officc. 

There is of cour>e, a fluid agenda. If 
(he incumbency syndrome holds, then 
Nansimha Rao will iosc the next Lok 
Sabha clecikm. TIk Congress' only 
bc^ is to do what it did in 1971 and 
1984: change leaders and disown the 
past. 

If (he Assembly elections continue 
(he Andhra-Karnataka trend, then this 
may just happen, regardless of how 
many people Narasimha Roo expels, • 











fl Don't compaxe me with 
Mahatma Gandhi. I am a' 
human being with many 
weaknesses. Mahatma 
Gandhi was a human bdng 
without any weakness. 

Nluson Mandfia. South 

African President, during 

his recrnt Mtto India 

■ That's a lie. See> even a 
Brahmin islytn|. 

LAliM)PRASAPYADAV. 
Bihar CM. rtacting 


la Congress Uodgf 
Jagannask Mishn's 
ftmofktkaiHedidMotfiitfil 
onyofMs promises to the 
psopU 

■ Whenever one 
appmeches you to diacoss 
iisuet, you only talk idiout 
cowa. M and greine 
your residence. 

NalnRamhScngh. 

forymr housing mimsttrof 
Bihar, In his resigruitian 
ietter lo CM Uiioo Prasad 
Yadov 

■ Theceisa 
cniscooceptioo ^oiK 
Sherad Ptwar that he U 
invinciMein politka. 

PiMMOO Mahajak. BJP 
general secretoy 

■ IdoiMaeek.lam 
ofoaUy aoufbi ate. 

jAYAUUniA. Tmna 
eki^miaister.onbeing 


ashed whether she would 
moke efforts to Join the 
Notional FforU 

■ Good leoie may prevait 
on them after liitiQi on to 
for three days. 

MUtAYAM StNCK YADAV. 
chiff minister of VPy 
referring to MD. TlHiorf’r 
proposed shree’deiyfost In 
Lucknow seMdng die 
dismissal of his govemmens 

■ We ddioe process not 
by tbe wealdt of (he elite, 
but by the welfare of (be 
massa. 

Shankak Dayal Sharma. 
Prexidem of India 

■ rmdeflnhelyaQigoii^ 
to be (he duef Duoiser ef 

Karmaaka again. 

RAMADBiKA HECE«. 
^lete 0 ai ieodrr. on All 
figure role in Karnataka 
politics 


■ Surely I haven't taken to 
the roofs to announce that 
T'm India's most 
successful captain. But it's 
a fact isn't it? 

MOKAMhIAD AZHARUDDIN. 
Irdian cricket captain, 
reacting to Bishen Singh 
Bedi's remark that he is 
a bad captain 

■ 1 would like to be 
rcmeRibered as an actress 
and not necessarily as a star. 


KAlOt^/m actress 
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THE SOUTH BLOCK 


IHOER MALHOTRA 


Back to the fore 

The labour ministers ’ meet in Delhi breathes fresh life into NAM 



1 . \ . 


All (hose who had 
wrluen off the Non* 
Aligned Movemeni 
(NAM) as an irrelc* 
vancy ought to think 
again. To he sure this 
organisation had 
many ionmiines and 
drawbacks even In its heyday. It had 
become too large, indeed unwieldy, and 
too hderogenecMis. It was un^lc to do 
anything about disputes and armed con* 
flicts between its own meinben In fai4, 
vonte of (he merpbers 
smuggled into the move 
cneni. d id not have the ere 
dcniiuK for membership 
However, if these are to 
be I heri teria for di <bund 
ing an international orga 
nination, th^i such bod 
ic^ as I he Commonweal 
rhjhcOAU.the OfCond 
so on ought to be wound 
up forthwith. 

Meeting und<ir the ban* 
ner of N AM, labou r mi ni • 

Kters of nuR'aligned as 
well as other Third W orld 
countries have ununi* 
mously resolved to resist 
the crass eft'orts of the 
rich nations to impose on 
the just concluded Final 
Act of the Uruguay 
Round an insidious ^soci• 
al clause*. 

The impact of this provision, as Pra* 
nab Mukherjec. this country’s coituner* 
ce minister, told the Delhi meet, would 
be to "take away in one fell swoop* all 
the opponunities provided to the dcvel<v 
ping nations fctf partaking of the citpand* 
ed and hopefully free world trade. 

In accordance with the cogent Delhi 
Declaration adopted by the labour mini* 
«crs. the Third World's message would 
he delivered to the UN Summit on Soci¬ 
al Development at Copenhagen in 
March at which P.V. Nantsimha Rao is 
eitpecied to be present. 

Remarkably, this is not (he only mess¬ 
age that would be conveyed. The rich 
nations would also be told that the 


Third World would nm put up with 
"discriminatory p(^ kies against immigr¬ 
ant wrurkers" so flagrantly practised by 
(he afRueni and (he mighty. 

Of course, labour standards have lo 
be maintained and constantly 
impruved. The inhuman enploitaoon of 
child labour has gcK to be abolished and 
abolished fa>4. To its citdit the Delhi 
conference recognised this explicitly. 

The ILO funciioruries present during 
(he fivc*day dcliberaiions have whtde- 
heanedi) supported the haste prttposi- 


cd labour ministers duly recognised that 
(he resiniciuring of industries, ineviia* 
blc tf (hey am lo he made compeiiiive, 
must le^ to unemployment and 
suffering. 

This is something labour ministers at 
least cannot (real as something insignifi¬ 
cant. So (Jwre was considerable idk of 
"cushions" and corrective measures 
such as prov islon of adequate compensa¬ 
tion for retrenchment, training program* 
mes for the "redeployment'' and "rehabi* 
hiailon" of surplus labour and so on. 


Labour Umdanls 

havotobo 

mahitabMd and 

coitttanlljf 

improv«d.The 

inhuman 

exploitation of cMM 
labour has got to bo 
aboRshodand 
abols h od fart. The 
ILO conference in 
DeM recosnised 
tMsexpSettiy 


(ion lhai (Tide and labour issues cannot 
be mixed up. No kss importanUy, resent* 
ment against (he rich nations* step¬ 
motherly treatment of immigrant labour 
has the endorsement of (he UNDP. 

From (he foregoing no orte should 
jump to the conclusion that the NAM- 
!^)onsored conference was some kind of 
a mutiny against economic reforms and 
globalisation, now the dominant creed 
across (be world. On the contrary, most 
delegations were at one with (he 
spokesmen of this country that the refor¬ 
ms were necessary and therefore 
irreversible. 

But since convktkn.s are also a mat* 
ter of the chair one occupies, (he a&sembl* 


However, these are measures that have 
to be taken nationally by each country. 
Neither the rich naiicn nor any iniema- 
tiunal organi sail on can be of much hel p. 

Social clause is not (he only instru¬ 
ment with whtdi the rkh countries, led 
by the US. want (o esubllsh their hege¬ 
mony in all walks of life. There is. of 
course, ihc discriminatory nuclear regi¬ 
me sought to be ex landed indefinitely. 

Ai Copenhagoi. (he idea of an econo¬ 
mic and social security council of the 
UN is also* likely to be pressed. The 
Third World, using its numerical streng¬ 
th. musT shod down this dangerous 
idea. There is already one security coun* 
cll loo many. • 
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ENTER 

THE CLERGY 


The Akal Takht brings the warring Akali factions 
together. But will the unity last? 


he clergy is back with a bang 
in Punjah. On 2.'^ January. Pro* 
fessor Manjii Singh, the chief 
priest of the Akal Takhi. presi¬ 
ded over a rather unusual meet¬ 
ing ai the Golden Temple premi scs. Res* 
ponding to a directive issued by Manjit 
Singh, leaders of the various Akali fac* 
tions gaihercdai Amritsar with the objec- 
li ve of bury i ng iheir differences and uni • 
ting under one banner. And at the end of 
the parleys, the Akal Takht chief rrunag- 
ed what was till now considered an 
impossibilityv*the warring Akalis agre¬ 
ed to work together for "the betterment 
of the Panth^ Arxl as a firat step towar¬ 
ds that end. they also agreed nor to issue 
statements against one artother in the 
press. 

lhi% is. of course, not the first time 
that the Akal Takht has intervened to 
bring together the hostile Akali fac¬ 
tions. Though many such exercises have 
been held in the past two y^. 
nothing came out of them. This time, 
too. it seemed aa though the talks, held 
in the presence of Manjit Singh and the 
five Sikh of the Akal Takht. 

would break down. Therf were heated 
exchanges even before the meeting 
began Bui in the end. better sense prevai¬ 
led and Prof. Singh could prevail upon 
the Akalis to stc^ fighting ami start work¬ 
ing together, 

What s more, the Akal Takht chief 
also managed to put together a seven- 
member committee under the chairman¬ 
ship <vf a Sikh mtellectual. Ashok Singh 
Baghnan. This body has been entrusted 
with (he task of working out the organisa¬ 
tional structure of the united AkaJi Dal 
as also focmoladng the progrunmes and 
policies of the new puny. Of course, all 
ihe committee's recommendations will 
have to be ratified by the Akal Takht. 

If) fact, Manjit Singh had made it 


clear during the crucial meeting in the 
Coldefl Temple that the Akalis will 
have 10 abide by the recommendations 
of this seven-member committee And 
afler the discussions were over, the 
Akal Takht chief showed rqwners u 
copy of the undertaking sign^ by all 
the Akali leaders present which said 
that anyone disagreeing with ihc recom¬ 
mendations would be excoinmunicuicd 
from (he Panih 

Vhough all (he Aakli leaders were in vii- 
I ed for the unity talks to the Golden 
Temple. Manjit Singh's pamary aim 
was to get Prakash Singh Badal. presi¬ 
dent of the Akali DaJ (BaddJ) and a for¬ 
mer chief minister of Punjab, and Cur- 
charan Singh Tohra. the Shiromani Cur- 
dwara Prabandhak Committee tSGPC) 
president, on to one platform. 

The Akal Takhi chief realised, and 
very ri^ly. that Aakli unily wa» mea¬ 
ningless unless these (wu influential 
Sikh politicians stopped quarrelling. 
While BadaJ still enjoys a large follow- 

Btretann Shifli Tihit: to acem to 
both MMf awl BMpawor 








ing in the siiuc. Tohra. by virtue of 
being the .SGPC chief, controls all the 
Sikh duincs in Punjab. And ii has not 
been lost on ihc shrewd Manjit Singh 
that the two together could once again 
ensua* Akali l>a] rule in Punjab. 

Over the last one year, Budul and 
Tohra were on a collision c<xirse. Ironi¬ 
cally enough, this was also the peiiixl 
when the two realised each other's 
strengths. During ihc uluctiuns for the 
SGPC presi deni ship. Tohra has lound 
out to his dismay that the clullcnge 
IrtKn the Badal group was indeed a 
tough one. 

And (hough the fonner managed to 
become the chief of this supreme Sikh 
body for a record 21 limes, it was not 
before Badal gave him a ran for his 
money. The fcKmer chief minister. ioi>. 
realist that as SGPC president. Tohra 
rtot only held sway over a large section 
of the Sikhs, but also had access to huge 
funds. 

But the onus was on Tohra to make 
peace with Badal. For one. w iih the gc nc- 
ral house elections of the SGPC round 
the comer, it dawned upon Tohra that 
he will have to get Badal to withdraw 
his candidates if he wanted to mainiain 
his supremacy in the SGPC. And the 
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Professor Manjit 
Singh (at the 
microphone) 
realist, and quite 
rightly, that Akali 
unity was 
meaningless 
unless Prakash 
Singh Badal and 
Gurcharan Singh 
Tohracame 
together 


Ak.\\ Takhi was perhaps ihc be«i media- 
u>r til bruker pcKC between ihe iwo 
kitdcrh. For. whatever Badal may say in 
public, he is well aw.vc of the inBuence 
of the Sikh clergy over ihc voters in 
Punjab. 

Badal. of ctiurse. played his cards 
well. Thou^ Iw himself opted out of 
(he scvCR-nicmhcr commtucc. he mant< 
ged to noininalc ihitc of his close aides 
in the body. They are: Kuldip Singh 
Wudula. Kanjii Singh Bmhmpura and 
Sukhdev .Singh Dhmdsa. Suryii Singh 
Bamala, Sucha Singh Chotepur and 
Bhai Manjit Singh are al^o there on the 
cominiiicc reprcscniing the AkaJi Dal 
(Amriituir) faciittn. 

P olitical observers »y that the 23rd 
January meeting went off snoxAhly 
primarily because the ftery Simranjit 
Singh Mann was not present. He is pre¬ 
sently in jail on sedition charges. And il 
wax for certain that Badal would not 
have come for the parleys to the Gokten 
Temple had Mann been there. 

For. three days before (his crucial 
meet, Badal had announced in Jalan¬ 
dhar (hat the Amritsar declaration sign¬ 
ed hy all other Akali leaders at the Akal 
Takht on I May. 1994. was not accepta- 


Me lo his panymen since it talked of a 
separate homeland for the Sikhs. 

And on the some day. Mann loM 
SvNUAY in an interview in the 
courtroom at Fatehgarh Sahib. "Noth¬ 
ing less than a separate Sikh homeland 
will be acceptable to the Sikhs* He 
made ii amply clear that there wilt be no 
going back on the Amritsar declaration, 
; and the only thing that needed lo be vhal • 
ked out now was how (o achieve that 
goal. 

PrakMh Htfl Mdl: gttll • ftreg to 
roofcOBvfth 



All such staiemcnis 
would no doubt affect 
Badal’s secular image. 
And to some extent, his 
poll prospects. Rada) has 
been talking of uniting 
tiK Punjabis, and not just 
Sikhs, and hi« party's 
clecioral understanding 
with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party might go awry if he 
is seen aligning with a per¬ 
son like .Simranjit Singh 
Mann. 

In fact, the Akal Takht 
realises Bodar^ potential 
of gelling together the 
Sikh masses. And if there 
is one Akali leader that 
Ihe ruling Congress (viay 
in Punjah ferns these 
days, it is Prakash Singh 
Badal And the reasons 
urv many. 

For one. Badal has rul¬ 
ed ibe state iwice in the 
past and as such, has deep 
roots thrcHJghcRii Punjab. 
And the shrewd politici¬ 
an that he is, Badal has 
adopted Ihc classic 'niid- 
die path' mi>sl of Ihe lime. 

Thus, during the period when militan¬ 
cy was at Its peak and even leaders like 
Tohra and J.S. Talwandi were toeing 
the I i ne of the mil itani s. Badal olteii con • 
demned the attack on innocent people 
though he did voice his proiesi aguinsi 
human rights violations by the security 
forces. 

ll is likely that Badal's men on Ihc 
seven-member steering committee will 
try and get the Akali Dal (Mann) to 
drop lu demand for a separate Sikh 
horneland. Before going in for die uniiy 
talks. Badal had loM SuNr>AV. 'My 
stand IS very clear — more autonomy 
for the stale within India." 

But Punjab-waichers feel that Mann 
will not give up without a fight. In order 
to drive home its point, the Akali Dal 
(Mann) invited the Jammu and Kashmir 
militant leader. Shabir Ahmad Shah, to 
(he Golden Temple when the unity talks 
wcit in progress. And Shah is reponed 
to have lold the gathering. "Muslims 
and Sikhs are being crushed by New 
Delhi. Our aim is the same — 
indepefMkrKe.” 

it is such sentiments which have to be 
overcome if (he new-found Akali unity 
is to last. « 
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Evenly poised 


The Congress and the 
BJP are running neck 
and neck in the Gujarat 
Assembly elections 


Though chief minister 
Chhabitdas Mehta 
has a relatively clean 
image than his 
predecessor, he will 
find it an uphill task 
to steer the Congress 
to victory 


I n the Con£ct$&' scheme of things 
tor the fonhcomlng roumi of e(ec* 
lions, party sirategisu have more 
or less given up on Gujarat. And 
(here are seven] reasons for this 
ckfeaiisi utiiiude. 

The disma] pecfonnance of the party 
in the 1991 tok Sabha elections, in 
which the Opposition Bharatiya ianala 
Part)' IBJPl bagged 21 of the 27 tveais. 
was a clear indication of how wrong 
things had gone for the Congress in 
f jujani. 

The sub«ie<)ueni dnihbing that the 
Congress goi in the elections to the 
Rajya Sahhu in March 1994. when large* 
scale crosK'Voting not only resulted in 
f orcing fiirmer chief minister Madhav* 
sinh Solanhi to seek second preference 
viKcs but also led to the defeat of one of 
its candiduies. only confirmed the wont 
fears. A gai nst this backdrop, part y mana • 
gets reckon thoi it Nvould he a near* 
impossihlc task lo recover the ground 
I hat hod been conceded to the BJP in the 
last four years. 

The Congress has seve* 
raJ problems in the state, 
it is totally divided and is 
seen as a party steeped in 
corruption. The people, 
who are aJso aware of a 
deep nexus between the 
ruling party leaders and 
the underworld dons, 
have totally lost confiden* 
ce in (he Congress. And 
its Lraditimal supporters 
— the minorities arxl the 
backward communi lies 
— have also been com* 
plelely alienated from (be 

party. 

Tbm is still some hope though. 
Events since December have suddenly 
brought the ruling party back into the 
reckoning. The results of (be local coua* 
cl I elections have somewhat revived the 
Congress parry's chances. 


Though the BJP emerged as the larg¬ 
est party, bagging about 600 seats, the 
Cungness claimed victory, saying that it 
had not fielded its candidaies all 
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over, but insiead was sup¬ 
porting Independents in 
several places. The Iruih 
lies somewhere in bet¬ 
ween. While the Con¬ 
gress may noi have emer¬ 
ged triumphant, the resul¬ 
ts were a definite set¬ 
back to the HI P. 


f the prospects of the 
Coneresi are rather 
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MANI SHANKAR MYAR 


The Times India 
(4/1/95) hfts lam- 
wKf Iktf boMed me for hav- 

ing pn^MccI that 
Connaught Circus 
n imd Connaught 
Ijttyens' 
shopping pla24 for 
1 ihe nationaJ capl¬ 
in_J lal. be renamed is 

Indira Chowk and Rajiv Chowk 
respectively. 

[ do not know who is responsible for 
the editorial. The English is so hod that it 
cmild niX possibly be Jug Suraiya. the 
residcni comic at Times House (yes. 
media barons these days maintain com¬ 
ics in their editorial offices like the Sul¬ 
tans of yore kept clowns at court). Since 
Samir Jam nms The Times on the unex¬ 
ceptionable principle that jnurrulisis are 
not necessary f<« journalism, perhaps 
the cdilohal is the handiwork of the 
a.s.si.stant canicen manager or the in- 
charge of groceries. Who knows? 
Anyway... 

The gravamen of The Times' argu¬ 
ment is that '*[.utycns* Delhi is a piece of 
history" and who is a mere if "honoura¬ 
ble member of the Lower House" to lam- 



WHAT’S IN A 




Renaming Connaught Place 





Why on earth should 
Connaught Place Delhi's 
premier shopping complex 
bear the name of the most 
irrelevant aristocrat in British 
Indian history, the Duke of 
Connaught? 


per with what the Brits left us? Almost 
every road in Lutyens' Delhi has been 
renamed. Why should the Duke of Con¬ 
naught be excepted? Especially as he 
had nothing to do with the building of 
Lutyens’ Delhi beyond being a distant 
relative of King (jcorge V, the emperor 
under whom Raisina Hilt was iransfdon- 
ed into a mraiuineni fit for a Viceroy. 

If we were to regard minor British 
royally a.s sacrosanct, should we have 
begun wilh Yorii Road? The Duke of 
York was (he young man whtise elder 
brother. Edward VI11. fell sc hopelessly 
In love with an American divorcee that 


he was drummed off the throne by his 
priggish subjects to be replaced by the 
Duke of York, now renamed George VL 
It was this George VI who presided over 
the lupJidaiion of the British Empire. 

Not just that. The first Prime Minister 
of India began his innings as PM in a 
house on that very road, lodependent 
India showed its gratitude to tlK king- 
emperor who gave (hem freedom and 
the road which housed (heir firsi elected 
head of government by rechristening 
York Road as Muiilat Nehni Marg. 

MDCD, YEAM ago we gave short 


shrift to the king-emperor who caused 
Lutyens' Delhi to be built by changing 
King George Avenue in(o Rajaji Marg. 
notwiihsUnding the embamusment Ihis 
might have caused (o the poor Brit high 
commissioner who has his modest liv¬ 
ing quarters (here. 

My own favourite Viceroy of India 
has always been Lord Irwin, He w&s (he 
<me Viceroy, Until Lord Louis Mountbat- 
ten at the very end. who really respected 
Gandhiji. There was not a trace of rac¬ 
ism in diat mao. He truly—if erroneous¬ 
ly — thought British policy was leading 
to the eventual indepcAdence of India. 

Gandhiji tnisted him. The Gandhi- 
Irwin pact wax the agreement which led 
to the Government of India Act, 1935. 
the legislaiioo which provided the frame- 


















We cnighc abulia zamutdari but no( 
erase (he name of (he man who infliaed 
zamindari on us? And. ^vc all, not 
replace (he memory of one of the most 
ignominious exploiters of history by the 
memory of the revolutionary who had to 
seek refuge in French'fulcd Pondidwny 
because ihe songs he sang shook the 
roots of (he British bmpire in (he first 
province wtere it had been established? 
And all because ihe creiins who write 
editorials for The Times of India have 
never heard of Bharaii * \ am outraged. 


OVnUOCD — BUT not sujprised: for 
TV rime.» of indta, after CumwalUs, 
was (he second most exploiiaiive instiu* 
mem for the subjugation of India. The 
Jain family ceklnied a few years ago 
what they called the "vcsquiccntenniar 


of their rag. They invited the same man 
their third leader now exconaies to be 
the chief gtiesr at thei r 13Dih onni versary 
celebrations. Rajiv Gandhi accepted 
with his (ongue finniy in his cheek. 

What, Rajiv asked, was The Times 
celebrating? He reminded the audience 
of whai the iains were quietly suppress* 
ingfand the neo*literates in their editori* 
al offices probably did not know in the 
finu place). The inaugural i^sue of The 
Times of India, said Rajiv, had in I83S 
dcscrib^ the pe<^ie of India ax "steeped 
in (he deepest ignorance... In the sirenu* 
ous exertions which Ihe government 
have of late made to educate the native 
mind, we recognise the first effective 
asMiult upon the superstitions and ignor¬ 
ance of ages.** 

The Indian Civil Service has been 


nie feet is that wM The 
nnws orM(8 is realty apinst 
is not the removal of 
Connaught’s name from 
Lutyens’ Delhi, it is 
against naming the Circus and 
the Place after Indira and 


described as having been neither Indian 
nor civil nor a service. Much the same 
could he said of The TVmes. U was 
certainly not of India! 

Rajiv went on to point out that George 
Bui St. the longest* serving editor of The 
Times, had. after the First War of Inde* 
pcndcTKX in 1857. (hutidered uf (he Bci* 
lish in India: "We have for a century 
been living among wild beasts, without 
having lamed one atom of (heir ferocity .'" 

One of these" w ild beasih" became the 
editor of the paper after Independence 
and xerved even longer than George 
Buist. Through all his long years in 77ir 


work for (he drafting of free India's Con¬ 
stitution, Lutyens’ Irwin Road is now 
called Baba ^arak Singh Marg. Does 
anyone recall The Times of India having 
denounced this calling of a rose by ano¬ 
ther name? 

What really angers me is The Times' 
assumption that everyone knows who 
Baba Kharak Singh was but 'how many 
people are familiar with Subramania 
Bhd^?'" if the benighted DilliwaJahs 
are. indeed, unfamiliar with Subramania 
Bhanti. is it not time someone educaied 
these historical ignor;imuves? 

Bharat i brought .ill^i>l the south into 
the Freedom Movement, He was (he 
greatest aniculator of secularism as the 
credo of (he struggle foe Independence. 
His place in (he pocuy of liberty is 
second only (o Gurudev Rahindrvyath 
Tagore's, 

Subramania Bharaii Marg is today 
whai used to be Cornwallis Road. Corn¬ 
wallis was the Governor-General who 
imposed the Pennaneni SeoJement of 
1798. establi&hi ng zamindari as (he prin¬ 
cipal instrumeni of revenue extraction 
from the staiving pea.san(ry. The first 
great social reform of independent India 
wLs the abolition of ttmindari. 
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MANI*TALK 



Timts^ Gihlal Jain a clout comma • 

iiaUst. who spent his last years, courtesy 
a guest coluinn in his alma paper, prov* 
ing that in Tht Times at kaa some wild 
beasts never got tamed. 


COMme TO the 20ih century. Rajiv 
recalled that The Times of in Jia was of 
(he edilcmal view ihai I he Tight fi^ free* 
dom "was a wonhle^s movement for 
Independence., fraught with the most 
serious menace lo the lives, prosperity 
and peace of our citi/.ens"; that Gandhi* 
ji's was a loM cause; "He has invariably 
misjudged the character of his own 
countrymen and of his opponents; his 
ideas of human nuiure have not the smal* 
lesi relation to the actual facts, and the 
course of his political aciiviiics has been 
one long wohhlc from sian to finish’ , 
that Jjiwaharinl Nehru's 'divoaT from 
realities is m complete us to make his 
proposals I It lie short of hdiculous". 

ll ii» this 7V'^e.^ of Mio which the 
paper omiinocs to flaunt as its 
masthead, Do you sec why 1 for one 
would have no objection to seeing its 
name switched li> The Times of 
UuniiKh! 

Ihf Times of tnihu is. of eou rsc. ent i li¬ 
ed to its view of Rajtv — as Rajiv was 
entitled to his view of TV Times I 
would have thought, however, that The 
'Times had a professional i>bli gallon to 
quote Rajiv's digs at them They blue* 
penci 11 cd e VC ry q uoie. f f we were to ever 
revert to censorship. I'd give the job lo 
The T/WiS ’editor!ill office. 

Wc have replaced Kitchener Road by 


The one managHnent 
principle whkh Samir lain has 
bro«^ back from Harvard 
Business School is "Suck up 
—or be sacked". Ask Dilip 
Padgaonkar! 


Sardiir Pal el Rcud. Hardinge Road by 
Tilak Morg. Ciir/on Rtiad b) Kasturha 
Gandhi Morg. King i*Ajward Rood hy 
Maulana Ahil Kalam Atad Road. Que¬ 
en Victoria Rood hy Dr Rajcndra Prasad 
Road. Wellesley Road hy Dr/.akir Hus¬ 
sain Marg. Hasiing> Riijd by Krishna 
Mcnon Marg, Dufiricix Road hy Kama- 
raj Marg, 

hven Kings way is now Rajpath and 


Queensway. Janpaih And our red-light 
district. Gasiorf Bastion Road, has years 
ago been foreshortened to G.B. Road 
(which does noi stand for Oovind Balia- 
bh Road; we've given him Pandit Pan I 
Marg). Only Willingdon Crescent 
remains. And Connaught Place. 

SmCE UNID Willingdon was me inof¬ 
fensive Viceroy under whom the coital 
shifted frvm Civjl Lines in CHd Delhi to 
lojiyens* New Delhi, let's leave Willing¬ 
don Crescent unUniched (e^wcially as 
the Lady Willingdon Park in now called 
Lodhi Gardens). But why on earth 
should the capiiaTs premier shopping 
complex bear the name of the most irrele¬ 
vant arisuicral in British Indian history? 
What did the Duke of Connaught ever 
do to single him out for this signal 
honour? 

The fact is that what The Times of 
tn/iia Is really against is n<ri the removal 
of Connaught's name from Lutyens' 
Delhi. It is against naming the Cir¬ 
cus and the Place after Indira and Rajiv 
Gandhi. It is welcome to its preju¬ 
dices — as 1 am to mine 

I think ooe of the most poisonous 
inHucnces in independent India has 
been the philosopher*politician of the 
BiP, Dern DayHl Upadhyaya. I did not 
object, however, when they renamed 
Rouse Avenue after him. And I don't 
recall The Times fulminating agtiinsi 
this outrage on yel another relic of the raj 
— alihiHigh Rouse AsTnuc is hut a sto- 
tk’s throw from the glass house which 
cages the wild heuMs of this 
157-year-old monument In laUiutgin. 

Tlv same Times sees, however, noth¬ 
ing hut "political amhiiion", ‘hagiogra- 
phical urges" and "sycophancy" in my 
desire to see the nante of an utterly obscu¬ 
re British aristocrat replaced by two 
martyrs who died in (he cause of their 
country. Nor in my architectural point 
that as Connaught Circus rings Con¬ 
naught Race. to. name the outer circle 
after Indira and the inner circle after 
Rajiv would be lo lock mother and son 
in an eternal embrace. 

They see none of this. Only sycophan¬ 
cy. 1 am thm surprised. For the one mana¬ 
gement jmrtciple v^ich Samir Jain has 
hmughi hAck from Harvard Business 
School is “Suck up — or he sacked". 
Ask Dilip Padgaonkar* • 
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Now, EVERY RIDE ON YOUR TWO WHEELER 

CAN BE A PLEASURE TRIP. 
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No more kidung, pushing. spuBemg, 
arsing. 

Now, evety noe on your iwo wheeler 
can be comfortable and lotaRy ;routiie>frBe. 
Ever^ay AN you have to do is use the 
nghi engine CHi « 

HP Super 2T Engine OJ« a premium | 
seH mixing quaUy oil formulated s^eosl^f '^ 
forair-coolM,two*$ 1 roiiepemi engines. \ 
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Its spectti lubneatinQ tormulB helps 
dean and protect the engiiw Keeping 
your two wheel er m perfect cortcMion. 

• Hinimim spftrk plug fouling 

• Prevents deposrts and wear 

• Controie smoke emleslon 

• Improvee fuel economy 



HP SUPER 2T 

ENGINE OIL 


H1MDUSTAN PfTtOieUM 
COeSOtATNON UMITIO 

(A &o*€nwneflf oT irtOaa 

17 , imMi Two Rood. 

Somboy 4000)0 


FOR BETTER ENGINE PROTECTION AND LOWER EMISSION. 
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Human rights organisations win the first 
round of a court battle against the 
Maharashtra government in the Bombay riots 


case 


A S MAharashire goes to Ote 
polls, one of the most 
unccmforuble issues fee¬ 
ing chief minister Shared 
Pewar is the police etrocil* 
ies committed on the Muslims of Bom- 
bey during the December t992-lenuery 
1993 riots and efier the Much 1993 sen- 
el bomb blasts. Such Is the disencheot- 
ment of (he minorities «ith the Shared 
Fewer regime that (hey have vowed not 
to vote for (he Congress this time. 

The chief minister has only made mai¬ 
lers more complicated. He has made lit¬ 
tle effort to punish (he guilty even 
though it is well known (hat the police 
look sides during (he riots and afier. 
What’s more, a recent Supreme Couct 
order has pul (he Pawar regime in aquan- 
dao* And (he first round the battle bet¬ 
ween the state government and Bom¬ 
bay’s human rights organisations, who 
have been asking (he uuthoritiCK all 
along (0 take action against individuals 
and organisations responsible for (he 
cold-bloixkd crimes has undoubtedly 
gone to the latter. 

The victory came when the apex 
court, while considering (he special 
leave petition moved by (be Commitiee 
for Pnxeciioft of Democratic Rights 
<CPDR) seeking action in more than 
3,000 cases registered following the 
worst rioting seen cn Bombay, sent noti¬ 
ces to the Maharashtra governrneni. 
Earlier, the Bombay High Court had 
rejected a writ petition filed by (he 
CPDR on grounds that it was a ’very sen¬ 
sitive mailer’. It was against (his deci¬ 
sion that (he human rights organisation 
had moved the Supreme Court. 

For almost two years, the city's 
human righu organ i sat ion k. led by (he 
CPDR. had been pleading with the 
govemmeat to begin prtxsccuuun of ihe 



cases regisicied with Ihe police. "We 
have, however, no reason to believe that 
the government has carried out effective 
investigations to find out (be culpnrs res¬ 
ponsible for such criminal acts and to 
launch prosecution against them." says 
advocate P.A. Sebastian, a member of 
theCPI^ 

Sebastian says that Ihe general percep¬ 
tion in the city is that the stale police for¬ 
ce played a partisan role during (he two 
bouts of rioting that claimed more than 
1.800 lives. "In some cases it was inac¬ 
tion. in others, it was active ct^lusion 
and instigation." he says. The CPDR's 
grouse is that though mure lhan 3.00(1 


cases of murder, rape, arson iind rioting 
were registered i n 68 i»f the city ’ s 70 pol i - 
ce sutions. not a single caw has been 
invesiigaied to dale. The stale govern- 
mera's urgument was ihal it has app^^int- 
ed the Snkribhna Commission lo probe 
ifK riots. And till it submits its report, 
the government can do little. 




CPDR was also upset by the attitu¬ 
de uf the MahoTHshira government. 


Brutal truth! 


Some instances of police involvement in ihe 
Bombay riots 


T he scars of Ihe Bombay riots are 
yet to heal. Recent findings show 
that Ihe ptriice played a highly 
partisan role during the looting and 
killings. According to several human 
rights organisations, the police had 
on many occasions turned a Mind eye 
towards the .Shiv Sena activists who 
bed targeted (he Muslims of the city. 
Worse, (here are allegations (hat in 
several places in (he (be cops 
had actu^ly taken part in the riots. 

lo fact, a petitka filed by several 
victims b^ore the Srikrishna 
Commission, which is ertquiring imo 
the riots, has highlighted a number of 
such cases. Some of them are: 


• According to an eyewitness, i 


police party entered a mosque at 
WadaU. in north-central Bombay, 
on iO January 1993 and began to fire 
indiscriminately at (be gadtering 

Sharad Pawar lliaa to act 
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N<ic only did il iit idle, the govcrncnent 
iils<i iTied ils best lo prevent (he Uindon- 
bescd Amnesty Inlemetionel from send¬ 
ing a team to Bombay for investigating 
huntan rights violations. Finally, 
however, Sharad Pawar relented and an 
Amnesty team visited Bombay between 
5 and 15 January last year. As expected, 
its report severely indkteJ the state 
government saying (hat the police and 
I he slate ofTn: i als were using the Srikhsh* 


For two years now, 
human rights 
organisations have 
been demanding 
action against 
those behind the 
Bombay riots. But 
the government 
has turned a deaf 
ear to such appeals 


na Commission as aneacuse for imM pro¬ 
ceeding ag^st individual policemen 
against whm (here is evidence to sugg¬ 
est that they had committed eiccsses. 

The government told the Amnesty 
team that the Sri Krishna Commission 
had been appointed lo enquire into the 
circumstances under which the riots 
bre^e out and that action would be taken 
only after (he commission submiued its 
findings. Amnesiy offteiaU. however, 


which had congregated for the 
afternoon namaaz- Four persons 
were lulled and several others were 
injured. The wiUseas told the court 
(hat the police also caned the 
gathering. Moreover, when some 
outsiders cried to help the i nj ured, the 
police fired at them too. 

• Kimcna( Ali. a vegetable vendor 
from Govandi. a northeastern 
suburb of Bombay, said that at 4.30 
pm om 8 December 1992. the police 
beat him up with the butt of their 
rifles. Then, they took him to another 
area and asked Ab to raise his hands 
before firing at him four tunes. They 
then carried his injured body and put 
him in a van carrying several dead 
penona. 

a On 7 December, 1992, ai around 1 
pm, a pcdice team from Deonar. a 
nocth-eastem suburb, came to the 
Shantinagar slum colony. They 


broke open (he door of a house where 
a young man called Majeed. alias 
Gadn. was slaying. He was dragged 
out artd forced to stand near a pole 
before a senior inspector of the (cam 
shot him dead. According to the 
letter wrinen by Tahir Ashrafi. (he 
general sccreury of the Bombay 
Janata Dal. later thtf night when he 
tried to reclaim the body and pul it on 
a cart in order lo Mke it for burial, he 
was stopped by (he police. 

V Ashrafj recounts another iocideni 
where a group of policenvn. 
accon^anied by some members of 
the Shiv Sena, wem in a police van to 
Baiganwadi. a slum colony located 
in north-eastem Bumbay, and at 2.30 
pm on 8 December 1992. broke open 
the door of Abdul Qayyuoi's house 
and ransacked H totally. They also 
brutally assaulted one Niyaz Ahmed, 
and then took him away. Ahmed h» 
nor been seen since (hen, • 


pointed oui that several sudi commis¬ 
sions had been appointed earlier but rare¬ 
ly ts any action taken. The human rights 
My told the Maharashtra govemmeni 
(hai "(here is nothing (u prevent (he 
govenunent from initiating prosecu¬ 
tions against individual policemen 
against whom there is credible evidence 
to suggest (hat they committed viola¬ 
tions of human rights". 

But (he .Sharad Pawar regime did 
noshing. The CPDR then fi led a w ri i peti¬ 
tion bcl'ore the Bomhuy High Court in 
September 1994 rei|uesiing il to direct 
the Mate government to initiate action 
ugainst the accused However, the court 
observed thai it was "‘mu i ncl ined lo exer¬ 
cise writ jurisdiciiiin and give directions 
in a very sensitive matter". 

The special leave petition t.SLP) filed 
hefore ihe Suprenw Couri by the CPDR 
asked the apex court (o consider the fol¬ 
lowing basic questions. 

• Whether the Mate has a cunsiiluiional 
and kgul duly to prosecute and punish 
crimi nals against whom i here are al lega¬ 
tions of vandalism, arson, rape and 
murder. 

• The SLP also qucMioncd the Maha- 
rasMra government's contention that the 
Snkrivhna Commission was a court and 
ihai the appomuneni of a comnii.vsion 
was «in imp^i ment for the state to prose¬ 
cute criminals respunsihtc for (he riots 
in Bombay. 

• The CPDR even challenged the High 
Court's contention that it was not inclin¬ 
ed 'to exercise its writ jurisdicikm as (he 
matter was sensitive". It said that (he 
logic IS perverse and subversive of (he 
rule of law which is the very basis of the 
I ndian RepubI ic. Thi s means that anyiv 
nc who organises large-scale violence 
un the basis of religion, caste or langua¬ 
ge, can always go scirt-trcc. "This is an 
invitation to iuiarchy and chaos." the 
SU* states. 

The SLP said that the High Court 
ought lo have held (hat it wa.s the duty of 
Ihe stale government to prosecute and 
punish Ih^ responsible for the crimes. 
C PDR lawyers argued (hat the High 
Court failed (o apfHtciaie the gravi¬ 
ty and enormicy of situation where 
thousands of people have been iraurruiti- 
sed because of (he death of their rela* 
lives and destnsciion of (heir 
properties. • 
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ALONG WAY TO GO 


West Bengal is yet to become an investor's destination 


A fter being lA power for 27 years. 

West Bengal's Marxki 
govemnttnt. led chief minister 
Jyoti Basu, realised that Its archaic 
economic policies were kee^ng 
investor away. Once retlisaiion 
dawned. Basu was quick to dump bis 
government's time-wom ord^xloxy 
to advantage of the liberalised 
economic policies introduced by*the 
Centre. Although the Maraisi chief 
minister '>1 new approach is largely in 
keeping with the Centre's, there are 
still Mvne difierence>. 

Ba.su claims that the suie's 


si/CO 11 lie hKli;itu*c<m{Kn> is Ks KMX HI 
croic. If imlusuv is lo tit su pci 
cent per iiiimini. ,in mvestment ol ui IcaM 
24 per cent |ol Ks .KMXKI CMKc) is ikv- 
JeU W|iilctjHli«rspiipul,ition isOIXlinil* 
lion, iK p^*^cnl resources urc noi cntMigh 
10 hiiiUI the Mi'ce^s;ir>' infrusiructurc. 
I'hui IN wh\ torcipn invcsiiiKm is a 
musi," 

And this is witca* p^fessicHial organi¬ 
sations like the CII fit in. fixplaining its 
jxilc. Bhargava, said: "We have a proac* 
tive n>lc in getting people lo meet hy pro¬ 
viding a platform and doing our hii in 
influencing the government on policies 
like loll lux and mher harriers to econo¬ 
mic growth." 

The CII believes that iniemaiiunal 
partnership is the key to putting India in 
the fast lane. Said R^ul Bajaj. "The Cl( 
has lidicn up the challenge <if transform' 
ing India into world class excellence. 
This has lo be achieved by imfvoving 
qua I i ty, e X port.s. producii vity and i nerva- 
sing industrial gniwih to the two-digit 
figure.' 

The Cir which has over 3.000 mem- 
bers from various industries, has posiiio' 
ned Itself as the catalyst lo speed up 
growth. Said Bajaj, To start with, we 
have four centres of excellence offering 

window services like assistance in scout¬ 
ing for technology, energy management 
and research, and development to Indian 
industry. We also have offices in counU' 
ies like Japan, Portugal and Germany.” 
And following the encouraging respon¬ 
se at the meet, the CII intends to open 
offices in London, Singapore and 
Tadtkem. 


industrial ftagDAtkm bat been caused 
by the Coure's deWlltstag 
frei^-equaUaaiioQ policy vd 
Urbu Land CdUng Act, wfakb 
posed as disincentives for poseodal 
investors, But these rulo woe 
amended receody, increasing die 
sude's econofl&c viatHUty, and diis 
pan of die couacr> is now aorsedng 
uitematkAal attefttioe. 

The real boost in Basu and Ms 
govermnsH came from Anhur D, 
Little, a U$ consuftancy firm, which 
filed a report on dw stale's economic 
pruspacis ‘West Bengal is the best 


"Wn do not wMit to commit 
ouraol voo to ofiy porticulnr 
govoriMOont. Wo wIN not 
hooltoto to erttidao them 
(Rao and Ma mlnlatry] If 
thay davlato from tMr path 
for polHIcal oapodiandoa" 


NARASIMHA RAO 


"I am aworo that ttw Rath of 
ra f orm a la not a bod of 
roooa, much loaa ae In a 
domocratic country of tMa 
ateo* 


D evpiie the Prime Minister's auuran- 
cc that the refeirms would continue, 
foreign participants showed a mixed 
reaction. While some preferred a wait- 
and-waich approach before increasing 
their commitincm s. others were imprevs- 
ed by Rao's confidence. Said a foreign 
banker frankly. 'People don't .seam to 
understand the type ol reforms which is 
happening in this country.*' 

Foreign bodies like the United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) have idemiftoJ the areas in 
which they would like to help The Bri- 
lid) foreign secretary, Douglas Hurd. 
reileraieJ his country's suppon to Indi¬ 
a's reforms and also outlin^ four areas 
where British buvines,v wanted some 
quietening up. 

The^ were. 


^'vsm.*lt says, 

. Bm Mid SoMicb C3uiieijee» MP 
and chalmin of ifae West Beogal 
bdmtrial DevelopoKM CoporvioA 
(WUDC), am wariong overtime to 
lure isvesion. Wlule Btfu has been 
wooing fbrMgn csRttal during his 
trips ^oid, Chattetjee has been 
entrusted with ^ job of 
lestructuring WBIDC. "We are 
backing reforms because investors 
ve free to ebcose locaiiont." said 
Chaneijce. 

The chief minister took three diyi 
off lo aaend the CO meet aad 



ABHOKECHMtfW^ 

• Liberalisation of the expon-impon 
regime by lowering tariff bairiers. 

• Gicater transparency in majev invest¬ 
ment areas, 

a The open ing up oftbe insurance sector. 

• The tailoring of industrial relations 
and labour laws according to iniemation' 
al norms. 

But the high point of Hurd’s visit was 
the granting of the most* 
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disconed vtrkwt usuet. But his 
butneu offm havcaU found too 
ttken yet. The Sui|tpare 
MMittr Go Otak, Tool's 
vitH hftd raised much hope. That 
was great expectation that the 
coufloy wouM oAler a basketful of 
projactt 10 be sei up in the suce But 
no^og of the son bappcived. 
However, K was suggest^ that 
business teams from West Bengal 
should visit Singapore and try to woo 
busmesuMA thm. 

As for Jndiao tndustrialists, Adi 
Oodrq seemed impressed. Oodrej 


r 






favoured*nation (MFN) sultus to India. 

The president and founder of the 
World Economic F«um (WBP). Klaus 
Schwab, highlighted the changing glo¬ 
bal trends and the challenges likely to be 
faced by the East Asian and South Asian 
countries by the turn of the cent ary. 

And among the countries from the 
Middle East. Iran ^peared to be trying 
to find its place in that process of 
change. While talking of the social and 

MVAT 'ft 


took tlwwB days Off 
loolf mthoCB 


MIL 


hovon'Cfottiid too 



told Sunday that his group was 
considering the state for letUng up a 
aoop project. 

Business delegaciuos from 
Britain. Genuany and Thailand have 


S.M. OUHA 


TTio tlto of tlio ImMon 
ocooomy It Ho 30*000 
eroeo. If lo^otry U to grow 
■t olx pof cont por MWHim, 
on Invootmoot ot looot 24 
por coot (of Ho BOtOOO 
cforo) lo roqufrod" 


PftANAB MUKHERJEE 


*Dwrlnd 

tlio Iran iMon of on 
ooonomy, tlio hordaWpe 
com flrot. TBo bonofH* 
oonMtotor" 

political transformations taking place in 
Asia and C'eninl Asia, the cituntry’s 
foreign minister. All Akhar Velayati. 
said. 'Iran can he the bndge between 
India and the mrwl)-emerging ('IS 
states* 

In a similar vein. TIuilaiid sought 
India’s help to form u inunguLir cconu- 
mk bloc, consisting of India. Sn l.aflku 
and Ihailand to begin with. I'huiland 
has already positioned iivlf ;is a 'aim* 
nion Jenuminator’ among the emerging 
ecnnnmiehof Viciium. Chiru. Malaysia 
and others. 

But the star of the show was Smga* 
pore Eli me Minister Goh Cltok Tong, 
who hogged rhe limelight wiih his can* 
did remarks on the strengths and 
weaknesses of the Indian reforms pro* 
gramme iuf Jt>lhwtng .w*ryt. He fell 


shown interest in areas like shipping, 
ship repUT. food processing and 
fishenes in the state. But it appears 
that West Bengal still has long way 
to go in regaining lost ground 


that II would lake lnd*a another ten years 
lo make its presence felt in the ASEAN 
region, whkh would become another 
free-imde rone hy 200.V Bui Brijinohan 
tail, a filmier Cll prcMdrni. disagreed: 
*We don’t ( 4 uitc agree with the time* 
frame mentioned. We can do it much 
earlier.*’ 

Ii wab Mirpriting that Union finance 
minister Manmohan Singh stayed away 
frtKn j men in which his policies form* 
cd the focul ilieine. The officiQl explana- 
lion li>r Singh’s absence was that he was 
busy preparing ihc Union Budget 

In his place, it was Union commerce 
minister. Pranah Mukhegec, who dis* 
cussed the responsibilities of develop* 
inp countries in the new world order 
Supporting the reforms, he said "Dur¬ 
ing the ininsilion of on economy, the har* 
dships come first Ihe hcncfiis come 
later" 

And these hardships that are now 
engaging the govemmenl’s attention. 
Are the reform n and the com mom man's 
interests nwimpatiWe? Perhaps the rul¬ 
ing parly is no longer sure whether the 
benefits of its policies were reaching the 
weaker sections, Thai's the kind of 
imprevsion former commerce ininisier 
P, f'hidambarain created when be cited 
the government’s shortcomings i n carry* 
mg out s<x;ial reforms and asked the 
industry to share some of the rcsponsihi- 
lilies. 'Nobody questions the ’place’ of 
reforms, but questions the ’pace’ of 
reforms and ilU new question Is the 
’face* ofreforms.'bc said. • 


Mt^Cateirtlw 
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HAMMER AND' 


The Singapore Prime 
Minister speaks his 
mind on Indian reforms 


T hey came, they saw. ihey 
sigM4. And th^. left (hor 
Indian countermans wid) a Jot 
to chew on. The SingapcHT 
delegation, led by Pnme Mini' 
ster Goh Chok Tong, and which indud* 
ed the minister of trade and industry. 
Yeow Gieow Tong, and a team of ^6 
busineumcn and otncials. were a very 
strong presence at the CH summit. The 
organisers had taken special care to pro* 
vide momentum to the encouraging 
trend in bilateral relations between the 
island state and its new-found friend 
India. 

"Singapore is a bridge for India into 
the Asian region of influence. As a con¬ 
duit to the region. Singapore has the 
required networking strengths that 
would be a tremendous boo>it for Indian 
companies accessing the markets in the 
Far East and Asia-Pacific regirw." 
explains Tarun Das. general-secretary 
ofCIl. 

The reasons are well-known. With 
reserves of over US billion, the 
island republic was on the lookout for 
fresh pastures in Asian countries for 
investment. 

In fuel. Singapore has identified India 
as one of the five major countnes for 
investments and joint ventures in iu stra¬ 
tegic "regionalization drive" that carves 
out a major chunk of business in South 
Asia and Asian-Pacific markets. The 
strategy, chalked out by the Singapore 
government and Singapore Trade Deve¬ 
lopment Board, envisages major mve&t* 
menu in five countries to set up infra* 
stnicTure forglobat sourcing. The countr¬ 
ies include China. India. IndcMe&ia. Viet¬ 
nam and Myanmar. 

The plan involves three phases. To 
start with. Singapore will build infra- 
sCAteture and form joint ventures in the 
host countries; the next step will be to 
attract large houses to headquarter them* 
selves in Singapore. 

The final step concerns the utting-up 



"1 have done my bit I have brought my officials and 
businessmen. The ball is now in the chief minister's court" 


of joint venuircs between a .Singapore 
company and an Indian organisation in a 
third coufUry. While «he socond and the 
third j^ses will lake some time to take 
root. Gfs pcrsisioit SingaporC'India 
pannefxhin initiative ha.< yielded some 
positive resuhz. Tweniy*ooe joint 
venturer anu technkai collaborations 
were up bet ween Indian and Singupo- 
rean companies during i9V2 and IW 
compared to a cumulative total of 43 dur* 


ing Die past several decades. In 1991, 
Singapore's investment was of the order 
of Singapore SI million (Singapore 
SlsRs 21). It shot up to Singapore $30 
million in 1992 and Singapore S.H mill¬ 
ion in 1993. For the firxl quarter of 1994. 
it was already over Singapore $24 
million. 




ome symptMns of the "India fever 
among Singapureon buslneftsmen" 
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Stme c^lhe MoUs betvfeen India and Singapore 


thftl (be minisier for \ndt ind industry. 
Yeow Cheow Tong, so eloquently dia¬ 
gnosed at ihe panner^p summit mere 
visible when Hve MoUs. involving an 
investment of Singapore S200 million, 
were signed between Indian entrepre¬ 
neurs and their counierpam in Singapo¬ 
re There are promises of more 10 come. 

On Iheir pan. the chief ministers of 
the different stales made (heir bids, 
some overtly, others covertly, hinting at 
concessions that made their colleagues 
bristle Haryana siuk the limelight — 
the .Singapore $100 million lechnology 
park at Curg«nn for joini development 
hy a Singapore cnn.sonium. Uniiech of 
India and Haryana Urban Development 
was the largest joint venture announced 
at the peitnership summit. 

The groundwork hud been done six 
months ago. when ihe Haryana chief 
minister luid visited Singapore with a 
delegation. Not to be outdoor. the newly- 
elected chief numsier of Karndtuka. 
H.D. Deve Gowda, announced ihai he 
had cleared the long-awaited proposal 
for setti ng u p a R$ $4(1 crore in formal ion 
lechnology park in Bangalore hy Singa¬ 
pore investors in collahoniion with the 
Tula group. He also announced that seve¬ 
ral oiherambiiiiMJs ventures, such as the 
setting up of an intemalional airport and 
a rapid mass inn sport system, were on 
Ihe anvil. 

For West Bengal. it w as a case of mi v 
sed opportunities. Two successive busi¬ 
ness ddegations in the last six mouths, 
one led by the industry minister Bidyut 
Ganguli (in September 1993) and ano¬ 
ther. Jus^ a few days ago. by the WBI QI¬ 
C’s peripatetic chainnaj) Somnaih Chat- 
le^ec. bad resulted in mo^* than modest 
gains. MoUs. valued at noarly Rs 9 bil¬ 
lion. were signed, which included propo¬ 
sals for a hospital and a shopping com¬ 
plex. The Jhunjhunwala family, owners 
of Singapore \s lmpen«il Hotel, have pr\/- 

mised lu build a Rs 5U crone three-sidr 
hotel. In (he offing, too. arc a Rs 150 
crore spinning and knitting iinii and a 
domestic and industrial appliances plant 

With all Ihe high-ptiwered industry 
r^reseniatives assembled on Ihe home 
turf, (his would have been a unique 
upportuniiy for West Bengal to reinfor- 


WMMV 


D ASInwxntlOOmlion 
(Smoapore 11-R$ 21 ) Mmolooy 
psrK «pr^ over an «fu of 70 acm. 
in Gucoaoa Haryana, mio be SOI up 
by a Slnppora eoittoftiuni tOQithar 
Indk's UnMMh UmMidand the 
Haryana Urban Oeviiopmanl 
Aulhortb^-'fha Slnoiipofi conaorbirm 
oofflprtiaa Rfvf C^Ral CwporaUon 
Ltd, Tbatoti Group and RmmKwara 
HoMiApiLaj 


2 lnniao Ud of SbiQipon hii 
alonad«iMouwnhGodrajand 
Boyca Manufacbrrfng Company ltd 
(IndU) and DouM Kingdom QA Ltd 
of Hong Kong 10 form I loint-vantun 
company ID aisamiiit tfid 
lub^uandy manufaeturt. markit 
and ditirlbuta Mapbonai and other 
teMcommunietton products 


ve lUcconnuiK relations with the isbnd 
nation. Bui, of course, the visii was niK 
in ('alcuila as such, and certainly West 
Bengal was nm (he locus Ihis message 
came through kud and clear, i nunc uilcd 
carefully hy the Sing^irc Ptiiik Mini¬ 
ster, Goh ^»k Tong. 'I have done my 

The CD has more than 
initiated a dialogue; it has 
organised at least six 
business delegations to 
Singapore since 
September 1993. "But it is 
Just now that the real 
work has begun," says 
TarunDas, 

-,/r graeral-secretary the 
_ CU _ 

bit. I have brought niy officials and busi¬ 
nessmen. The hdll is now tn ihc chief 
minister’s court.' he said. 

No( bothered with polite in unities, ihc 
world's highest-paHl Printe Mmisicr s 
advkc as a friendly ouivkIct ended (he 
three-day celehniKtns on a contemplu- 
iive noie. Goh Cliok Tong warned Ihc 
government ihai unless it uxik ' cakulai- 
ed social and polilscal risks* to accelcfa- 


n AMaAtcfficSiafoodsPteUdof 
U Slnpipon ind KavM Raherlai ltd 9t 
mi hivg emad into i jomi venture 
to set idi I Sinoepon $ 1 7.6 m ifhon 
ehffmp fvrn In NMupM MUbm In 
AndhfiPndsih 

D Agio Countertrsde Rte Ltd of 
Slngipore and Vltol Group ofindia 
have entered Into I joint venture 10 
oonatriKlt US ISO mMon (US 
Sl-fte 31.20j Import larmlnil at 
Paradipfor tha Btorage of kerosene, 
high-tpeed dietal and other fuete 

S smgipore Computer Syetami 
Linwied and Tau Elexsi (India) are 
conaboming to service mtworklng 
proiecteinthaindkfl markat These 
projects will cover entvprtsaa. 
unHersitiK and wide arc network 
((WAH) projects 


k* rchinns. India might he sidelined 
Icirvver. 

Delivering his keynoie address. Tong 
said that India had to tipcn up quickly 
and lower larjll bairicrs. "Ilierc ts no 
other c rediblc opi ion i f Indi a i s to rc I icve 
Itself of poverty and ukc its rightful 
place in ihc wi>Tld economic order Bui 
if I nd la fai Is in open up q u ickly enough. 
It risks being sidelined in Ihe race u> pro- 
spcniy. Westemers and tlic Japanese 
looking fur mvesimcni sites will give 
India a miss in 1 uviHir of C'hi na and oi her 
Asian countnes. In the iners asingly bor¬ 
derless world of the Iulure. India's own 
capilal and professionals will migrate to 
countries with more aiiractivc opiions." 

Asked whether India could hope for a 
irre trade area wiih the Assoc iaiiun of 
South Fa»si Asun jNjiions. Tong’s rcs- 
piMisc was a candid no. Al least, not 
imnvdiaieiv. he said. This might be pos¬ 
sible, butt »nly after a decade, .ind provi¬ 
ded India opened its ccxMiomy. btKiked 
castmul larifTs and Ixadcd nnire with 
Asian countries. Accustomed to piiiite 
vo<\graiiilaiu>ns and exchange of o>ulirK 
pleasantries lo wrap up such meetings, 
TtKig's speech was a bitter pill to 
swallow'. 

And if il was u dampener i»n ihc 
upbeat nuKMJ ai the suirunii. il certainly 
left (he .3.lJn(l-<HJd pyrtkipanis with a 
great deal Ui ponder over. • 
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Why the Congress lost 
the south and what 
steps it should take to 
rejuvenate the party 
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WhiJe ofl vacaiior 
for the past two 
weeks. I have 
expended cooxide* 
reble time penis* 
ing infctfmed 
media comment 
relating to the Coo* 
gress party's com* 
pithen^ive rout in 
the statc*Ievel elections in Karnataka 
and Andhra Pntdesh. 

That (he Congress pany. which hus a 
working majority in the Luk Sabha in 
distani New Delhi and was the ruling par* 
iy in Bangalore and Hyderabad, was 
comprehensively routed, is indispuu* 
ble. In Karnataka, where prior to the rec* 
ent Assembly elections, the party had 
over I MO legislators In a House of 224, 
It has ham reduced to being the third- 
ranked party in the Legislative Assemb^ 
Iy with barely 35 seals, in Andhra 
Pradesh, the I'clugu Desaih, kd by out- 
of-work, sepiuageneriaji film aclOT N.T. 
Rama Rao. has secuFed a iwu-ihird« 
majority. 

The Congress deba:le in the south, 
hitherto widely regarded as the last bas¬ 
tion of the parly which has ceased to be 
a force to reckon with in (he cow-belt sta¬ 
les of north India, has undou btcdl y shak • 
en the much-touled high command of 
the party. Ycu it it conducting Ms somno¬ 
lent and intelleciually*barren posi- 
murtem of (his disaster in ilv time- 
honoured leisuitly fashion. Tnte party 
heavyweight and Cabirtet minister 
Ajjun Siflgh hax resigned frwn (he 
goventmeni in procest against (he vacil- 


laung and indecisive Myk of leadership 
provided (o (he Congress pany hy 
Prime Mini^ier P.V Narasimha Rao. 
But while Singh may have some hener 
noHons of how to win elections, it is 
exiicmely unlikely that he has any wonh- 
while ideas relating to selling the new 
economic pol kies, the pursuit and impk- 
meniaiion of which are vital to the survi¬ 
val of (he nation within an increasingly 
compeiiiivc global marketplace, lo (he 
understandably omfused electorate. 

Yet, u IS coming to grips with this 
is.sue. which is vital to the survival of 
the lOO-year-ofd Congress patty. Des¬ 
pite its grave sins of nmmjssioci and com¬ 
mission over (he past four decades, the 
Congress remainv the only pan*India 
political party with a heritage of 
appropriate value preini scv and cgal itari- 
an ideals, whkh contemporary India 
requires if it is to remain one nation. But 
unfortunately, the Congress pany's 
aged leadership seems to have no idea 
of how to package the dangerously over¬ 
due ecAKiofflic rvforms programme or 
how to 'give a human face” lo (he new 
economic policies. And giving a huma¬ 
ne touch to the economic liberalisation 
and ikregulation prvgrwioe of the Con¬ 
gress — ax the electoral results in 
Andhra and Karnataka have conclusive¬ 
ly demonstrated — should be (he top 
priority i(em on the Congress pany 
agenda. 

Three years ago. when the Narasim- 
ha Rao govnuneni — or more specifi¬ 
cally, Union finance minister Dr Man- 
mohan Singh—first unvei kd i(s econo¬ 
mic liberalisation aid deregulation poli¬ 



cies package. I preferred what I still 
believe is sound advice relating to the 
marketing of (he economic reforms prts- 
gramme to the eketorate. 

ITie bask thniAi of (he advice I had 
(tffered to ihc finance minister was to 
univenaJixe the impact of ihe reforms 
programme through the spread of prima¬ 
ry education and greater reach of the 
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public distribution system (PDS)» 
which provides foodgrains aod sugar to 
the populHtion at subsidised prices. 

I believe that it is possible to 6nance 
(he construction of 5,000 contempora* 
ry. fully-equi^d primary schools with 
a holding capacity ot over 300 pupils 
each by auctioning the rnajority sh^* 
holding and/or assets of public sector 
companies on a worldwide b$s\s. Accor- 
ding to my cakulatiuns, the market 
value of ihe assets of public sector enter¬ 
prises (PSEs) i* over Rs 500.000 crore 
at current prices. By auciioning 

BACLE 


equipped primary school in 
each ooe of dw 5.000 admi* 
msnaiive Mocks into which the country 
i$ divided for adminismtion purposes. 




uch coostnictive generaiion and 
^deployment of resources would sub* 
serve the twin objectives of privatising 
and rehabilitating haemoohaging PSEs 
<a neglected aspect of the ecooomic 
reforms programme) and giving a boost 
to the natwirul literacy programme. Per* 
haps more imponani from the Congress 
pimy perspective, the conorucikm ot 
5.000 international surtdard pnmary 
schools in each of the nation's admi¬ 
nistrative hkvks would he living, tangi¬ 
ble proof at Ihe graju ronts level of the 


or negotiating the sale of 
some PSEs — most of 
which are on the verge of 
bankruptcy — the Union 
government can easily 
raise Rs 10.000 crore per 
year. This sum could be 
utilised to consumer a tho¬ 
roughly modern, fully- 


By better targeting and firmer 
administration as also by cutting down 
defence and administrative expenditure, 
the budgetary allocation towards food 
subsidies can be increased 


human face of the economic reforms 
programme. 

Likewise, by restricting access to the 
PDS to only tlW poor and extending its 
reach to iht rurai population 
the annual food subsidy ot 
Rs 4,000 crore can be made to go a 
much longer way. By hener targeting 
and firmer admini SI ration as also by cull¬ 
ing down defence and administrative 
expenditure, (he budgetary allocatitin 
towards food subsidies can actually be 
increased as it nccdx to he. Cutting 
down food subsidies to the poor is one 
bit of World Bank and IMF advice Ihe 
Union government needs to ignore. 

Unfortunately, the kind of radical, 
lateral thinking which is required to 
exiiicaie contemponuy India out of the 
mire, which 40 years of unchallenged 
nefj'bahu uicialism has plunged Ihe 
nation into, is beyond the capabilities of 
• die-hard bureaucrat such as Manmo- 
han Singh. The Union finance minixter 
keeps bleating that he h not anti-pexir 
and (his is evidenced by the 3h per cent 
increase in the allocation for rural deve- 
lopmeni in his budget frw 1994-95. But 
suiely. he is not so obtuse as not to 
know that most of (beo; increased ullucu- 
tions art manna from heaven for the ava¬ 
ricious local-level neioK and bahus who 
siphon off huge sums without Ici oi 
hindrance from within the irrcducmably 
leaky administrative system? 
Mo^str. given that he is a thoroughbr¬ 
ed bureaucrat who h one of the prime 
ahrhitecls of (he very policies which he 
is half-heartedly attempting to reverse, 
Singh will not call in private sector or 
foreign management experts to plug the 
leaks within the govemmeni's leaky 
administrative system. 

The regrettable conclusion that one 
has come to is that the economic liberali¬ 
sation and deregulation policies are 
being implemented with typically 
Hindu ritual and symbolism, i.e., with¬ 
out any genuine effort or deiennination. 
Even the nation's shabby intelligentsia 
seems to have little interest in paying 
the price of the rehxms programme. In 
(he media, (here is little 
informed debate upon 
ways and means to widen 
and deepen the impact of 
the ecooomic refonns. • 


04»Thaicor* un* fourwr ••46'o' 
AaAOM MAi M au*A«MWftW 
•nd lemar •MO'O'OMo'U" 
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EVENT 


A feast for the eyes 

The 26th International Film Festival opens in Bombay 


F ilm conniHAScurs uy that Borrt’ 
bay. with its masala Hindi film cul¬ 
ture, innot the city when an inter¬ 
national nim feKiival should be held 
The ideal place for a 51m festival would 
be Calcutta, or even Delhi, they say. 
But. there is reason fur Bombay to be 
enthusiastic about the 26th Intemaiional 
Pilm Festival of 
India, which opened in 
the meiropttliN on 10 
January. 

The mam atiracrion of 
the 1 estival is^oin^ lu be 
the 70*odd lilms trom 
acr<is» the world. Then 
there are lour ciitcyonc^ 
in which mosi ul Ok; 

(Ulier sekcuons come d 
Marathi 5tni rcirospcc- 
live, a Hindi film retros* 
pcctivc. the Indian pano¬ 
rama section and ihe Indi¬ 
an mainstream sectum 
What everybody >ccms 
particularly keen <in is ihe 
special retrospective ol 
films by three world- 
famous filmmakers ihe 
Italian director Federico 
Felleni, the Chilean 
Miguel Lifien and Amos 
Gatai. who is known for 
his original programmes 
on Britain's Channel 
Four television. There is 
also an Asian women's 
section and 5nal1y. a tri* 
bute to the Rock i6cA, 

Elvis Presley. 

In keeping with ihe spirit of the festi¬ 
val, Bollywood has come together to put 
up a show called Onenu/ Cinefna. an 
extravaganza celebrating KK) years of 
world cinema, directed by Subhash Ohai 
This ihree*and*a*haif-hour show, 
which was organised m collabororion 
with the National Film Development 
Corporaiion (NFDC). will have dance 
numbers both from Indian films (done 
by Bollywood) and world stage (done 
by Shiamak Davar, a well-known city 
dancer). Through all this, the hi stay of 
cinema will be narrated The National 
Sports Club of India grounds un well as 


the NTDC offk-es. both in Worli in cen¬ 
tral Bombay, will sport Parisian facades 
(in menutry of the Lumicre Brothers). 

There have been controsersies. of 
course, and many long faces. The Oriya 
51m diavtor Bijoyu Jena's 7am. which 
wvn a nat ional aw ard. has na been teke • 
led Sai Paranjpyc's latest film. 



I 


Tbe more fiuoiBv titks selected 
are Rooua Pokuki's ileUft Add 
Tie Stem Spidbe^’s 

SAiadkf'sLisH»bo\t) asd Palp 
fictwa written lod directed by 
QueotiD Taraotuto 


Papfflio. has also been left out. 

Despite the criiicism that the director¬ 
ate of film festivals has not been given 
enough freedum and that foreign film¬ 
makers were nut too keen lo participate, 
there are many atiraciionv that film buPs 
are looking forward to. 

There is. for instaiwe. Joel and 
Hlhan Coco's HuJsiu ker 
Fmty, a film set in New- 
York There is also Om) 
fhuria. «i film by the liah- 
an Nunni Moretti 
Some of I he olher 
films which being 
cugcrly anticipalcd jtv 
Paul Vox's zitv/c and 
C'uKiii Tomas A lea's 
Sini»'f>fn\ A Hit 

CkiH'iflviv I lie fall Cl IS 
aK Kti t he ic I ill li >n sh i p hci - 
ween a Ciniimunist and u 
honKtscxtial Tik* more 
ramtlun titles sclccK\1*irc 
Roman I'olaiiski's tkoih 
Am/ I'/ir Mtiu/ru teal in- 
iiig Stguurnc), Wouvci 
and Ben Kingsley, Stev¬ 
en Spielberg's 

SrhuuHtr'f fjAf ainl /*»/;» 
p'tvtioi > wTil ten and d i reel • 
eJ hy Quentin Taianimo 
Pt(//> F/f7iow stars John 
Travolta and Biticc Wil¬ 
lis m unexpected loi us. 

In the Asian woincn's 
section, there is B/utjt On 
T/it BAJi/i, dirtxtcd by 
Gurindcr Chadha. The 
film is ahoul a group of 
women who take a day out logvthcr. 
There If. also Trapi directed by Pauline 
Chan, set in Vietnam. In the Indian sec¬ 
tion (general I. some of the films are 
Keian Mehta's Sardtir, Tapan Sinha's 
Whpfl Chair, Shaji Karun's Sytaham 
and Govind Nihalani's latest 51m, 
Owhakaal. 

There may he nothing notable about 
this festival, but man) of the films, espe¬ 
cially Ihe 70 in the world section, would 
never come lo India for theatre scree¬ 
ning. For the 51m huff, this is better than 
nothing. • 

Hrtpaffamm/BotMy 
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IKHAASBAA' 



I's beginning « 
to l<x^ as if ^ 
Subhash 
Ghai's 
venture. 
Trimuni, is 
jinxed. Pirst.his herti, Sanjay 
Dun, w&s arrested under ihn 
TerroriKt and Disruptive 
Activities (Prevention) Act. 
and has been languishing in 
jail ever since (though he did 
get some time off for medi* 
eal treatment before being 
bunged hack into the 
slammer). 

Initially, of course. Ghai 
pJayed all heroic, insisting 
that he would not replace 
Dull with another hero — ax 
a murk of solidarity — never 
mind how long it t(M)k for 
Sanju'x release tt» come 
through. Since then, 
however, the realitics of Him 
making appear to have 
caught up with him. 

Ghai has been 
another action 


opposite Shah Rukh Khan, 
who stars in the parallel lead. 

His first choice was the 
brawny Sunny Deol. but 
though Deol was quite keen 
on the role, he wa.in't quiic 
as keen to act opposite Shah 
Rukh, afterhis bad experien* 
ce in Parr. (At that time, the 
Deol camp had insisted ihai 
producer director Yash 
Chopra had played favou* 
riles lo ensure that Khan 
emerged the better pertiK- 
mei.) So. that plan came lo 
nought. 

Ghaj had better luck with 
his second choke. Anil 
Kapoor, who immediulcly 
agreed to do I he movie. Bui 
considering the had vibes 
thai ciisl hciwecn KapcHir 
and Khan — especially afler 
(he nval star shows Ihey put 
up in America — Ghai's 
going to have his work cut 
out for him orice shooting 
begins. 


lOOMYAU 



% 




ucss who's 
the latest hero 
to he finked 


> wiih 


Pakifita- 
ni surkl. 
Somy Ali? 
•i None other than the ofdest 
V newcomer in the businc&s. 
Sanjay Kapoor. (Though 
God alone knows how he 
manages lo squeere her in 
along wilh steady girlfriend. 
Mah^ and good pal. 
Raveena.) 

Kapoor, of course, denies 
that he would have anything 
10 do wilh a girl wtarse 
earlier conquests included 
Gulshan Grover. And what's 
more, he says, there’s no 
way he would get within 
hand'Shaking distance of the 
lady, whul with Salman 
Khan guarding her front 
door like a Rottweiler. 

Perhaps, he should lake 
.some lips from All’s other 
admirers. They don't seem 
to have the same problcin. 



alking of 

Somy’s boy* 
friends iajW 
believe me, 
they arc a 
legion). il 

appears as if her former 
(lame. Gulshan Grover'a 
broken heart is on the mend. 
And what's more, he has 
b e e n seen making sweet 
muxic wilh Durga Jasng (the 


A 

< 




shriller, worse'dressed half 
of the AnfaksHitri team on 
Zee TV) over the pa,st couple 
of weeks. 

Tell us. Gul»^an. why this 
obsession with saielliie 
sirens? And while we're on 
the subject, whai on earth 
luf^ned U> Ruby Bhoiiu (of 
(Thanne) V). to whom yo^ 
were swearing eternal love 
only the other day? • 

OMLWANGAOVER 
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Despite the grand 
boom in channels, 
television fare remains 
pretty much the same 


Iushhack k> the early tighiics: 
lodian lelevivjon. helped in 
rtKa^urc by the i niniOuc • 

tion uf colour tekvi^on s;ls. 
wuA keeping the audience cap¬ 
tivated through u Mrrieti of siicooic and 
waps. While Hum Utg and then 
Buniyaad were chronicling the (Humphs 
and hciirthreaks of large Indian famihe^ 
Yeh Jo Hoi Zintiagi and Idhur VJ/nsr 
had the audience in stitches. In the midst 
of these two sircunv of entenainmem 
came a serial c idicd Khandaon. 

Made by Shiidhar Kshirsagar. a 
renowned ad filnuMttkcr^ ii detailed a bat* 
Ic of wits bet w«ii lwt> large and inOuen- 
JiaJ busirtcialittVlies. hor Indian audjcn- 
CCK, ^ goody gcMidy stuff, 

ig, piulting chanictcrs in the 
as i Ml of a shock 
the present. Fven Kshirsagar 
imagined that the trend 
frr>m American snaps 



The more 


.such as Ihnu '•ly and would hcav 

me the staple for scriai-rriakers on hmh 
Zee TV and l>oordar>han. At IcskI half- 
a*dutf n serials telecast on these iwo net* 
works have the ideiHical theme: two Mg 
busiocu families at war ortc mistivu. 
two illegitimate children, and the moves 
and coanlcr-inove.s<tf the business huro* 
m take up episode afier qiisodc of such 
serials as Purivr.rron. Andaz, Shanti. 
Junoftn^ and 7h<>dii>>aAaxmm. 

To name just a few. 

Then there arc the Hindi Him songs* 
based countdowns on various diannels. 
Take a lock ai Fhtlipi Tt^ 10. BPL Oye, 
and Superhif Mtttfobia for a week and 
the contents will he indisiii^ishahle 
from each other. In fact, uenetimes even 
the anchors have dorte the founds <A the 
programmes 




<1. is Indian IcIcvisioA, despite Ihe 
grand boom i n the number of chan* 


ncis. falling into the same formula tmp 
iLS Indian cinema? Is quantity and not 
quality (he by* word for Indian TV’ 

Raman Kumar, producer .several 
Icleviskm serials, including the popular 
rum, agreesthat their is very Milkquali- 
ty (o teiev ision. *11 looks I ike they are al I 
copies I Teach other," he says. "Six .seri* 
als arc about corporate wars between 
twoburincss families. One person starts 
a Superhii Mugahlo and everybody cUe 
also starts his own rrtm*song rating pro* 
gramme." And there is too much nvcrliq)* 
ping of subject, ca.si and even location, 
he adds, 'hverybixly shtxns at Poo¬ 
na wala Budding»and has the same 
fumiiunc." 

And it is not just the two big families* 
ai*«vh-o(hef^*ihroais theme which 
runs like a sutra thnurgh these soaps. 
Hven the actors and actresses are oHcn 
common — Vikram Gokhale, Bina. 
Sashi Puri, Pdrikshii Sahni and Bhavna 


TIJVnA'rltW 











BiliNJVfr numbering amoikg (he sloG da kk gener»(e much revenue* quality isiufT. *1 find mhtk of (he coimi- 

conidHHiChi. says A(fiulutn. who producer SihUa (a down pnigrammes qujie gcxxl and well* 

Why (here such a lack of variety on wapk Trri Bhi Chup. Meri Bhi Ckup (a nude, from the quality angle ” he uys. 

I(tdian TV? One reason could be Ihc lack cumedy for BL TV), Cornmemder and *1 uni against the people who like to 

of (rained TV personnel. Says Subodh Woqi. qual i ly and quanti fy programme s." 

(^1, Met alive president of Tec TV, N<iicvcryune agrees wiih this pivgiio* Lai of Zee TV also supports Khanna’s 

"There is ixily uoc film and television sis. Amil Khanna, une of (he pioneers of views. Says he: ‘When Zee suited, 60 

institute which produces ahoui 20 to .M) (he new age of Indian televisicm and per cent of our programmes were Him* 

graduuCes in a year, all or inoM of whom chief of Plus OianTtel, says with some based. Now ii has cinnc down to 25 per 

are inicrcstcd in the big screen." He vthcnwtce: "In a country full of medi- cent. Now Zee has differmt kinds of pro- 

agrves (hat there is a lack of trained nun- ocrity, one ewnot hc^ quality pnv grammes," At (he same (ime, he agrees 

power Concum Maikvid Adhikari, grammes. 1Vrc will he good ai^ bad that (he sudden proliferation of channels 

who produces several emertainmcni pro- with a ka of meduKTc programmes. Bui has conoibuted in a large measure ui 

grammes for television: "For every 100 who is to decide whether the program* some programmes being made ralher 

good technicians we require, we have mes are good or bad? The annehair critic haphazardly. He also pwiiis cwi (hai the 

only 10/' cannrn pas.s value judgements on w^d over, there is a loi of narrow cast • 

1^ also concedes that there is no ml pragnmmes," ing or iiidK programming, which Lai 

boom, variety or quality-wise, in TV Khanna. whose contpsiy produces feels is still not very viable in India, 

software. One reason, as Adhikari sees several programmes, ranging from "Here you have to think of a wide base, 

it, is Ihe stiff compctiiion lo get onto Zaiwfn Ausmocm (a soap). .Sungrer which means the lowesi common deno- 

* prime time*. "Bveryone is fighting for Siiarr (a musk-based programme) to minalor, which is so much more 

prime time, which is why you find every- Busittfit Bairin and ftongofi, aeiually exacting." 

body interested in soaps. Other time feels that some of the prognnunes are Kamna Samlam. who heads Zee's 
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COUNTDOWN CLONES 


Hindi film hits you aren V 
(ikelytomiss 

Sviwfiit Hu^bla lor DQ2^ Weetty 
hit parade of current Hindi film songs. 
Usually hosted by an aspiriog 
starlet/TV star. Great favounie wHh 
the viewers trH others came up wdn 


the same formula, packaged more 
altractively 

BPl Ojre iBAV): Another weekly Mt 
parade, only, a lot slicker Ns main 
strengihhastNen 
thequaNtyolits 
VJs.Phfi the tact 
that EtN programme 
otthe lop ten songs 
of the day ts 
interspe^with 
footage from older 
film songs, a 
welcome dip Mtc 
nostalgia 

FhiltDsTop 10 Ion 
ZMhMihettame 
suggests, another 
countdown of 
current Hindi Nm hts. Actor Salish 
Shah. injbaHy. as anchorman, got a 
laugh or two out of the audience with 
regronalcarfcatures Same fare, 
however, only different iciog. 


iKwIy-faunchcd EL TV. al&o docs not 
^rcc with the charge that there b>n*c 
enough variciy <« Iitdiae TV. To begin 
with. says, the priflcifttl program' 
mcb concept wiiuld te the same becauw 
cthuin tttgrcdtcnis like cMetlaintiKM or 
news arc bauc res|uircmcnu. The difTe* 
rettcc. she says« is in the maruierorcucu* 
lua. artd rtoi the basic concept ibwtf. 

Samcani cilc« a programme called 
Punnh Kshettu. a Ulk show, as art CHtun* 
pie of a 'different' peogramme. There 
art so many talk shm for women aod 
(heir pnbknSi, but none for men We 
discuss mm who have older wives, men 
who have highly success* 
fui wives, men who suf¬ 
fer hair loss at a young 
age.. * Again, like Lai. 

Sumtani says that we art 
not yd a malu^' audim* 
ce. “¥vt 12 years, 
emcnainmeiu un tclevi- 
sioA has been hnsKally 
feature films. But one sec¬ 
tion. whicb is very small, 
expeds maiuie stuff.' 

This section ^Ihc audien* 
ee. Samuni feels. *is the 
Wc^cmised type of 
people" 

T he lelevisiun industry 
Names this 'WcMcmi* 
ved type', which creates 
an opinion or makes a 
decision it) this cixiniry . □ 
fur "giving a bad name lo 
the software on the biix”. 

Otherwise, say mdusir) 
insiders, the redity u ihji 
people are very satisfied wilh dv fare 
being offered. *Wc icceivud nearly 
2.000 to 1.000 appreciative kticiN a day 
within Just two days of the RL TV 
launch." says Samlwi, 

Even Khama feds dui those who 
whine about the quality of TV program* 
mes ate in a minnriiy. "Since every per¬ 
son ha.s his ow*: way uf looking at 
diings. cnticism is purely subjective." 
he says. "I feel lhal Ihe thrust hv to 
move from the elite to the majority. 
Maybe the majorily likes tu wat^ 
Govioda dance. Who aiv we to stop 
them waikiiing what they like?" 

Blaming the audience is all very well 
hut the fact temdiis that mosi of the 
scnol* mal ers other programme pro¬ 

ducers wc hiding behind this reasoning 
Lccaiw Ihis is the safes one to won an 
. audwAce. hunts out a tegular TV* 
f watcher *I)d programmes like Atip Ai 


Khmir or Ohumaku really erduincc the 
viewers’ knowledge? They are not even 
good eiKenainers 

Similarly. Zee TV uirs an absolutely 
inane prugewnme called Ek Minute 
which features on-screen coniexis like 
ihe maximum number of hunanus you 
can eat in a mmuie. and other activities 
on Ihc same moronic level. 

As if in defence. Raman Kumar Miys; 
TIk medium is still new. It will t^ 
vome year^ for il to maiure." 

Optimism also colours producer 
Ramesh Sturnu’ v thinking. Si mllar pro¬ 


gramming, he sayx. is a phcivuncmm 
"not only in India, but all over the world, 
since die programmes cuter in mass 
appeal. But things will change. With seg¬ 
mented vjcwcr^ip, there will he an 
icKrease m scfious programming fur 
minnniies, hut for that wc need people 
w ith courage DD.l would have given a 
differcni kind of menu, if it could have 
taken off." 

‘In America.* he cUborulc^, 'if you 
t^} from ABC to NBC to any other chan¬ 
nel. the prugrammes will be very simi¬ 
tar. In fact at rimes the only way you can 
distinguish which channel you are 
watching is from the logo, (nhcrwisc, 
it's Ihe same band wagoit The only chan¬ 
nel which is a little diflercni is perhaps 
the RepuUic Broudcasiing System 
which show> venous ducumcniahcs and 
in- depth programmes." 
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"As fur current affairs programmes.* 
he conimucs. “you need the puliticul 
will to chunge. But BBC h r)0( sirrular io 
DD and Zee. So with more chiinoel.s hLc 
BBC coming in — Hiscuvery Channel 
is coining in, National Geographic is 
planning to come in — what [ sec iv a 
gradual irend towards niche program* 
ming. Ji all depend.^ on the viewer 
aciuully.'' 

Thu makers of (he current atTairs pro* 
grammes themselves are quick fa 
defend their pr<xlucis. Says Savyasaaebi 
Jain, producer of' “As fur <u 


'Our so^>s are fairly abysmally produ¬ 
ced." he says. *They usu^ly fncus oo the 
high end of the sucial spectrum — 
where fairly unreal things happen ^ to 
which the mavses canooi rcluic hul 
have a voyeuruMk imercsi in. lake Stiffla 
Bitrbara. there is no reality in it Maybe 
ihai^ the inieresi of a Msap. I diHi'i 
know. Or they are v> sNxIdily pniduccd 
that one can't watch them * 

.Sooner or later, as Raman Kumar 
says, the viewer witt ask for sonvibing 
diftervni. But. as he alM^adds. 'S«micib* 
ing diMercni will soun happen on 


*'*Xi 


TV 

programmes, as 

ev?n some 

1 

producers admit, 
are almost 
copies of each 
other. And there 
are some staple 
faces, too, like 
Satish Shah and 
Beena 


curiciu affairs go, you can al a ilacKX* 
make out it it’s a Rumesh Sharma pro¬ 
gramme or a Raghav Bchl one. or if it's 
f^i'wstichk iw I'll tell you 

how — M'm sfnn'k has nuirc masala, 
whereas we go in for more depth than 
ha fid (noise) ” 

And any simduritics that still exist arc 
unavoidable, be feels. “In TV currcfii 
affairs," be vays. "tlwre's only that much 
you CHTt do in terms of funnot. In (he end. 
wc have 10 come biiek to the anehuf.* 

“And." adds Iain, “each anehorperson 
leaves his mark A mam pan ol ihe 
t-iinesf Choi Shofv'f ebami is Karan 
Thapar, I suspeci the show wsnild not he 
any dillercni tf it was aired on /ec 
instead uf DD. That's because the direc* 
lion and style is dicioti'd by Karan Tha* 
par himscii," 

Jain reserves his ire fur the stwps. 





teles I Sion ' 

Ramesh Sharma. (oo. insists on sec 
ing ‘the silver lining in all ibis*. Wiih 
the pndifcnition of chunvs today, lie 
says, the vie wet has ut least been given 
options "No <ine is asking you to watch 
Metro 01 any panieukir ehanncl." rea¬ 
sons Sharma. *You can channel sutI to 
the one vou wun Rut it wHI take some 
lime for the various ehuniiels to esia- 
blish their uwn porlKular identity.* 

Bdore ihai comes about, (bough, ihe 
Indian viewer w ill have to sit cwit soim* 
very poor quality, and |tfogracnmcs 
wh ich look like they were bom <in an ovs • 
cmbly line which sloris wNncwliere 
in Bollywood. • 

fmtfA. anMinf/Cntorttn wNh Pfiya 
i0^al/ttawOthtmtampotUfrom 


FAMILIES AT WAR 


India 'x answers to Dynasty 
and Dallas 



kor^vartart ton zm|: Another $a(ia of 
two indusinal empire$ at odds with 
each otlw Onceagdin, Beena plays 
the mam part The moves, 
counter-moves, the plots and the 
schemmo by the mam character 
initially had the viewers hooked but 
too many such soaps came on the 

An<*:rfonZa«)r ^ 

Oubbedbysomeas A 

the5fwlayofihe jWj 

small screen mamiy 
becauseofils . , H| 

high'vonage star ■ i , 
cast Kanwaljeei. tJmj 

Sudesh Berry, 

Kuibhusan ^ 

Klumanda, Beena and Shekhar 
Suman feature m the now very routine 
drama 

.mnouf- (on Dozg Not stri(% within the 
lormub now that it has digressed 
from the original story with the 
adchtion of several sub-pio 1 $ it 
started off wnh a foc<i$ on the feud 
between two individuals, played by 
Manga! Ohillon and Sashi Puri. 
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ULOSE 
ENCOUNTER 
OF THE 
ATOMIC KIND 


PRAYER 


|||BH|H It you've 
HHH re^ Science 

Fua as a child and 
found nothing in the 
textbook lojusti^ that 
claim, try Lafi 
Chaiieijee's Muonic 
Rhapsody A nd Other 
Encounters. 

The physicfsi'.s book 
"humanises for the first 
time sub-atomic 
particles" aralis 
scheduled for "pan 
currriculumof 
inierdisciplinury courses 
in a US University", 
Following its release in 
India, one hopes, it will 
make its way into our 
classrooms os well. 

"A lot of physics is 
hard—-il frightens 
people. I've tried to make 
the otherwise ‘dry’ 
subject more cxcitirtg." 
says Chatterjee, who has 


Parvatl Khan: Mrt ete^ New York? 

k ni i ght not who seems to have drawn 
he t he I ntcmational attentton. 

) ucksiHi fani i I y ’ s most Joseph Jackson, father of 

famous tie-up hut it is pop icon Michael 
cert ai nl y goi 11 g to he Jack son, has olTercd to 

Parvati Khan's greatest sign up Khan on an 
eta i I n to I'atne. e xc luxiv e contract with 

While Ihc Alisha his Desert Hawk 

Chinuis and Sharon Productions. 

Pmhha kars a re hoggi ng J uckson would he 

al I the 1 i me I ight hack Parvati' s ad vi sor du ring 

home. Parvati is the ihic her period of contract in 


the US. and the elder 
Jackson's guidance is 
sure to make Khan a star. 
At least (hot's what Khan 
feels. 

"The competition there 
is rMthlcvs." says Khan, 

".so I ask alt my fans to 
pray forme." 

Well, say those who are 
no(. prayer can work 
miracles. 


There were 
those who 

were unfortunate enough 
10 he home on New 
Year's Eve. watching 
television. And then there 
were the truly damned, 
who zapped onto 
Eioordarshan, 

Trust DD to end the 
year badly. Viewers had 
to suffer music 
director-(umcd'prctcnd-si- 
nger Anu Malik make a 
hash of popular c 

Bollywood numbers, bear < 

with vSatish Shah's « 

predictable antics and sit \ 
through what appeared to 


IGHTMAREFROMMANDI HOUSE 



Aim NUUh (light) «M VMo4 
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WWAHWAH, 

GULSHANJI! 


Fora 

moment. 

Guishan Kumar's 
audacious move left His 
Muster's Voice 
speechless, but not for 
long. 

HMV. which \% the sole 
copyright owner of Hum 
AapkeHuin koun..f. has 
sued Gulshan Kumar s 
Super Cassettes • 
Industries over the rights 
of (he soundtrack. Super 
Cavicltes has hroughl its 
own tape, which is going 
for a song, literally. 

The T^series product 1% 
packaged like the 
original, but the superhit 
numhvrs have been sung 
hy 'di tferent and 
unknown singers”. 

What ’s more, the picture 
of Madhuri DiMtand 
Sulman Khan on the 
cover IS from an 
altogether different film 
{OitTffu Aashigl 

"With these pirated 
cussciies flooding the 
market, we stand to make 
a huge loss," complains 
Ujjol Gupta, 
vice-president 
commercial. HMV, The 
Delhi Court has, 
meanwhile, issued an 
order restraining Gul^n 
Kumar's company from 
selling or distribiking 
these cassettes till 16 
December 1995. by 
which date the company 
will have to show cause. 

Till thert. there's only 
one song HMV will he 
singing — with a slight 
variation on the original 
» Jiwte Le Ui. Poiit de 

dfK • 


l«ll Chattar|aa; tntuthu 
«p«rW «f Mione... 

been careful, however, to 
see that scientific facts 
fiavc not been distorted. 

And, if you enjoy 
going through (his 
"complex inierplay of 
liieraiurc, science and 
phi lose phy'.bul don't 
exactly understand 
whut's happening, never 
mind. Here's what (he 
author has to say: "Read 
on." 

"I don't expect the 
reader to know 
everything," she says. 


be a lengthy promotional 
stunt for Vinod Khanna's 
much'hyped productiem 
Himalayputra. 

ffall that wasn't 
enough, Khanna 
presented his New Year 
gifi-s (sic!) at the stroke of 
midnight: the two 
heroines (who have been 
discovered in London, as 
Vinod never allows us to 
forget) and the hen> 
(Khanna's son. 
obviously). 

And after all that 
viewer-abuse. DD hod the 
nerve to wish Its patrons a 
Happy New Year. 





EDUCATION 


Mother of invention 


Kira Banasinski is the woman behind Montessori tools for Indian teachers 


T 

I 


Cl frail htxJy may uihcr 

wise, hui her ^pirii can NiilJ pui 
many viilcipnsing ytHtng pco^c 
to shame, .She In an cmhodimom of the 
resilience jnci grit (hat icfugee^ ihc 
worUI ovvr have proved They have in 
ptcniy. She is Kira Banasinski, ihe 
95'ycar*old widow of I^ugene Baiuisin- 
ski, ihc (Irsi consul-general of Pol and m 
I India 

Today, she is ihc proud owncrof a fac- 
lory that mainifaclures ticvn.scd Moniev 
son equipment, one of ihrcc in the 
world, with I wo others in Italy and Hoi* 
land. And she tlnOs ihc tliiK' and energy 
to also run a school for (ruining icachers 
in the Moniussiiri nwthod. 

"I dixri sue UH 1 well these days and 
am h;ird of hcanng too. But I try m>t to 
use my diminished faculties or niy 
advanced age us an excuse", luiy.s Bana¬ 
sinski, who has become a living legend 
m Hyderabad. 

When K^and came under conmuinisi 
rule, (he Banasinski couple decided l<i 
slay on in India, Ihcy had l<isi everyth* 
ing in hiland — uieiaJing (hcirciU/cn- 
I .ship h'or Kini. w]m> 

< reniemhtTs a chikIhoiKJ 
' of struggle, India was per¬ 
haps the final refuge, ^hc 
rcxninisiTs fondly her 
friendship wiih J.R.D. 
lata, who made her 
dreams CO me true. 

’I used to meci him al 
his company-run hotel on 
Kyderal^J's Banjaru 
Hills over (ca. Both of us 
— childless - worked 
out a blueprint (hat has 
evolved today ialter three 
decades) into an insiitu- 
lion — a school for train¬ 
ing Monlesson teachers 
on the twlskiris of Hyde¬ 
rabad at JeedinierJa." 

Kim's rni s sicki has been growing mul* 
iifold and she keeps up with its furious 
pace. Her Kaybec School Ki|uipmcni 
Munufaciitring Co., which i.s making 
Iik)K which are necessary for the Mon* 
(csM)rtAKhod of teaching, is exporting 
thopt<:igHv countries like the USA. 
AusfiMa. New /tfalund. .Sweden. 
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a gram of Rs .V) lakh 
from the Tata Trust. The 
first session of the school 
begun in July IQ94. 

Kira confesses that the 
cost of the equipment 
keeps average school ope¬ 
rators away. "As per regu¬ 
lation. ihe equipmcni is 
sold en Mix'. Jl weighs j 
ton and c<;s(s uriHind Rs 2 
lakh, but it also lasts tor ui 
least 15 ycurs. We liike 
great cure with the 
colsHjr, weigh I, (ouch und 
sound that each piece 
eiiuinaii's because* they 
cause imprints ui the 
child's mind ' Kmi h;is 
ulvi designed cighi | 
emhossed cuMs and miK! : 
clay models which iiHliy ' 
form part of the siand;ii d I 
M«inicssr>ri kit all over | 
(he world. 

KiraMuctory ischum- : 
ing out maicrial to ) 




Mulaysco. Ihe Middle East and SH 
Lanka, besides taking care of (he domes¬ 
tic requirements. 

bur Kira, however, her crowning 
achievement is her Moniev>ori Training 
and Research Centre at Jvcdimeila, 2(1 
km from Scci.tulerahaii Her elTorts to 
Sion ihc sdHud hore fruit wiih Ihe help 
of a family of cardiologiMs and 


meet tntvmalKKkal deriuu>d»i —and 
business is hrjsk. to go by the one-year 
wailing list. Her one lament is that des¬ 
pite the sbonugc of good equipment in 
(he country, there is very I idle dcinund 
it here, hut this fci.sty old lady refuses 
to slop hoping that things wit! change 
one day. • 
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TV REVIEW 


SHUBhAA GUPTA 


Point counterpoint 


Chat shows tend to express the opinions of only the privileged 


Two lots of woiTwn 
were lalking on the 
BBC Iasi week, open- 
H ing entirely different 
windows on the world 
One groop ^ vti- 
culate, pnvitegcd 
maken of opinion — met in a gilt-edged 
drawing room and conversed in cis ills* 
ed tones over glasses of what appeared 
to be h q uor. More than 20 years aAer she 
was declared the high priestess of 
leminis^n, Germaine . .u p. 

Greer remains a formida* I 

bk* presence. She chaired gt j 
the discussion which | ' 

ranged over such gucs* 
lions as do all wtwnen 
have auiumuiiv right to 
have babies, whiit sod of 
women arc eligible for 
moihcrh<KxJ. do they 
have the right lo exclude 
men from laihcrhoitd. 
so 

The panellists tn 77ie 
i.mf W/ml were all in 
their 4l)s and 5ns (that is, HBHI 
had done their growing 
lip ]n the swinging Sixties ^E5iH|| 
when radical was chic for 
the llrsi and succes- 
sful: a couple of column- 
isis in l^K's leading dai* 
lies, a foreign correspon- 
dent, a poet and Greer, Wjf ^ 
teacher-gum. They were Iff?. ' 
also well versed in tlie art Wi 
of handling fluted wine m g i',m- 

Across the Atlantic, •, 

Hollywood women were «i 
talking about their experiences. 
These worrten were the antitheses of 
those others in the l^ondon studio; in Hol¬ 
lywood. according to iron •cast ground 
rules, wiiinen are suppt'sed to display 
(he bod. not the brain. 

What the two programmes shared 
was (he fact that women' s voices bad pri- 
mttcy. But both were disquieting in their 
own ways. Hotl\w(H>J W/mwn had a 
whole slew of actresses — from Bo 

•IMMT 


Derek, the infamous if) girl fur (hose 
who remember, to girls who appear in 
skin-flicks without a single 'acting’ 
scene—confess that they had no option 
but to reveal. 

In one girl's admiring opinion. Sha¬ 
ron Slone was Ihc goods because she had 
made it to the top by doing exactly what 
they were doing fur peanuts. To under¬ 
score their remarks, a few men were 
brought on. immediately dividing the 
programme between those who had the 
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The Last Word h a scries, and they Wc 
promised u» he back every week. 

Meanwhile, on CNN last week, two 
celebrity talk show hosts shared their 
platform graciously, and actually Id the 
other do some of the ulki ng. 1 1 was gu itc 
ashow; Larry King live, and Oprah Win¬ 
frey. with the lady answering gueslions 
wi^ as much case as xhe play s I nqu I si lor. 

She spoke of her past (how she fought 
fat), her dogs (nine in ihe lurmhouse and 
the only city muti), and her presirnt (how 
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Germaine 
Greer remains 
a formidable 
presence in the 
feminist world. 
She chaired a 
discussion 
which ranged 
over questions 
about what sort 
of women are 
eligible for 
motherhood 
and women 
right to 
exclusive 
parenthood 


power, and thoNC who werv powerless. 

Said Bu Derek; What else can you do? 

But such programmes, nicely made as 
they are. and thought • proviAing as wet I. 
will remain the bastion of the privileged 
till you include ml)cr vokxs. So. if you 
wont to talk of lesbians having b<ihie*>. 
great, hut Id's have lesbians air ihcir 
views on the subject Yihj don't lalk on 
another's behalf, you let oiheis share in 
the talk 


she deals with her celebrity status! All 
of it ordi nary. humdrum stuff, ni k half as 
salacious as some of the talk on her 
shiiws. 

On the Metro channel. Imiihuan is 
back remarkably so\)n aficr Anupam 
Kher hade us g^hye on behalf of the 
entire umi. but Its lu^i cpis<A* was noi 
half as interesting as the serial has been 
m it s gixx) days. They'(I hell LT give Riiju 
Khennorelo do. and quickly. • 











SUNDAY SPORTS 


Sponsorships have 
pulled this 
highly-competitive 
sport out of the depths 


W hji do booze und sai)> 
inj? have io commoo? 
Apparently nothing, 
hut the two recently 
caine together to put 
up an iiupresMve show at Bombay's 
Chowpiiiiy beach. And In the end, both 
gaincil fnun the association. While the 
VB grtiup, which sponsored Ihc Enter¬ 
prise (utiionals. made a hig show of one 
ol'j iv pi tpulaf brands—Ki ngfisherbeer 
- sailing, a sport that was neglected by 
both the govemmen; and the spon^or^, 
received a new leave of life. 

Kor ihi >se who are not ucquai nied with 
the sport, ihe Enterprise is an internation¬ 
al class ol racing yacht, U ia also the 
yacht that brought world recognttiofl for 
India in sailmg in IVHI. when Commo¬ 
dore S.K. Mofgia was placed third in 
the World F.nierpriw Champronships. 
and later in 1^1, when Farukh Tarapo- 
rc and Kelly Rao brought home the gold. 
The most glorious vicio^ was. of 
ctHjTse. Ihc double winners in the 199.^ 
World Enterprise Championships held 
in /jrnbabwe, when Commander Homi 
Moiivala and Lieutenant Commander 
Pushpendra Garg bagged (he gold arsd 
ShakccI Kudroli and Sumeet Patel. Ihc 
silvermedal. ip ■ ■ ~ 

What made the victory 
hII the more precinu^ was 
an incident that nearly for¬ 
ced the Indian team to 
pull out of the compcii* } 

lion. Four Square cigarcl- i 

les had agreed to shch out I 
the Rs 2.5 lakh needed for ^. 
the in p to Zimbabwe. B ul 
barely two weeks before • f 
departure, the .sponsors || 1 , . I 
suddenly went back on n^ikiMalai 
ilieir commitment, t"- 
Howe ver, some fund s were orga- 

nised at the last moment and (be Indians 
wem and bagged the gold — a)I the 
while living on a shoe-string budget of 
US $ I (1 per day. It took a spate of victor¬ 
ies in the Nineties to prove India's poten¬ 
tial III this spon ut everyone fnmi the 
gi IV cmmeni to the mudia. and of courNc. 
ibe sponsors. 

Commodore S.K. Mongia, now mtir- 





t * 




ed frem the navy and wurhiog &s general 
manager, business promotions, with the 

UB group, relates Ihc problems that sail 

tng had to face with finances. 'For as 
lung as I con remember. 1 have been visi¬ 
ting prospective sponsors wiih ray hai in 
my hand. Wehad ahsoluiely nocnopen- 
lion from tlv govemment for races 
abroad. So I'd get free tickets from Air 
India arid we'd manage our board and 


lodging on our own. ]('s ottly ^nce the 
mid-bighlies that the sponsors huve 
begun shuwi ng some i merest in i be sport. 

When Itie UB group firs; s>ponsored 
the Bunbay-Goa rally in 1992, (hey 
rn&fe a ihrec-yeitr commitment t<j spon¬ 
sor sailing The rccvnily-coiicluded 
Enterprise nationals saw the end of that 
three-year pha.se. but the benefits have 
been mutual and there is ev^ reason 
.for the partner ship to continue. 

I *Tte sponsor gets tremendous mi lea- 
i ge from the event. The Enterprise nation¬ 
als have been on for ten days at Chowpat- 
ly ukJ just look at the phenomenal cover¬ 
age they get . The Kingfisher brand name 

is spta$h«d aJi over—from the canopies 
to (he boat« to the sails. Every mediapho- 
togr^ of (he race is an ad for KingH* 
d>efsays Mcmgia. "Besides." he adds. 
"Enterprise racing is an international 
event and so it's all the more prestigious 
for the sponsor to be associated with the 
nationals. Kiogfisher will also be reap- 
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notcwulthy. 

"All events were ihe responsibility <>l 
ibe class associaiions.'' says Mongiu, 
"and very liule of the YAl nv'ocy would 
trickle d<>wn 10 us. They ulso had this 
ridiculous rulcthal only Rs lO.IKIOof iIk* 
Ks 7^,(Kin had 1o be spenr on conducting 
the event and Ihe rest had (o go Unvards 
board and lodging." 

Obviously, none of Ihis went towards 
improving the image of the sport and 
only few showed interest in sailing Tito 
first step towards popularising coinpeti* 
tjve sailing was taken in when 

cifh prizes were insUtuied for the 
Bombay Gua rally 

Mongia says that he had been pushing 
for cash prizes for ' as long us I can 
fctncmbcr." The recent Enterprise natio¬ 
nals had cash prizes from R$ 20.000 for 
the winners to Rs 5,000 for ihc fifth- 
winner. And the results were there for all 
to see. Says a race offic iaJ, '1 n the earl ier 
nationals, wc would get ten to I2 entries. 
This time we had 29." But unfortunate¬ 
ly . sponsor i rgercst in other yacht c I asses 
like the Optimist, Cadet and Laser have 
iKtt yci picked up 


The UB group's long-term plans for 
sailing include institutionalising the 
annual Bombay-Goa rally, introducing 
a race between Bombay and Dubai and 
developing a yacht suitable for longer 
rail ies. The last ti me a boat was designed 
in India was about 50 years ago, the Sea¬ 
bird class, a yadit primarily meant for 
cruising. 

Tttt sudden boost that sponsorship 
has given to the Enterprise Association 
of India has also meant that Indie is in 
the running for hosting the 1997 Wmld 
Enierpri»4 ChumpiMtships. And the UB 
group his already showed inieresi in 
hosting the event, « 


ing the benefits of TV coverage, both on 
D^rdurshan and Prime Sports." 

His views ore affirm^ hy another 
race ofllcial: "Ninety-nuk* per cent of 
the limes, our boys have come back 
from iniemationul sailing events with a 
medal .So.lt real ly is a matter of presi ige 
for Kingfisher to be associated with 
sailmg." 

Thegaiit^have been equally substanti¬ 
al for the sport. UB's total outlay of R& 
3.5 lakh for Ihe Enterprise nationals has 
meant that sailing now enjoys privileges 
that were out of Ihe question earlier. 
"We give the Enterprise Ass4viaiH)n an 
organisational fund of Rs 3 lakh," 
explains Mongia, "They look after the 
prizes, fuel ebsis. boat mainienance and 
hiring of the beach and staff. The spon¬ 
sors look after the publicity " 

Due to an acute shortage of funds, the 
organisers had so fat held sailing events 
inside naval facilities, which were all 
restricted areas. The result was that very 


few people were allowed to watch the 
proceedings. But this time was different. 
With UB spoasoring the championship, 
the authorities could afford fdring the 
Chowpany beach in Bon^y. Says a 
race official. "Earlier, the spirit of the 
nationals was missing because public 
invotvement was not there. Here at 
Chowpaity. we have people who sit on 
(he hUrine Drive walls and watch the 
boats lacking around the course. Setrte 
come in and enquire ^khii learning the 
sport. The venue makes all (he 
difference." 

' Prior to the mid-Eighi ies, when sptm- 
sors were just bc^nning to show interest 
in sailing, all events were conducted by 
clutv or by the y^*hiing Association of 
India (YAl). The YAl >s an apex body 
under which ‘class' associations opera¬ 
te. Working with a paltry government 
grant of Rs 75.000 per year, it was not 
svrpnsing that the YAl hardly ever suc¬ 
ceeded in organising anything 







MEDIA MUSINGS 



iMiar HMbotM: ha had 
thaMWaa touch. 
Whatavar bo wrote mac 
lafomattvo and raadaMa 


Non-joumalists are 
taking over the edit 
pages of leading 
dailies 


I During ilb golden Hge, 
Mime 2U years hack, 
Thf Timrs of Indw 
had (he finest edit 
page in Indian jour* 
naijsm. Sham Lai and 
. ■ J Omlal Jain wnne 

knowledgeably on Indian alfttlrs. tndcr 
Malhotra had ihc Midas touch What¬ 
ever he wrote was i nformaiive and reada- 
bk. K.C. Khanna's pieces on trade and 
industry were well-researched and 
understood by the average reader. Souih- 
Bast Asian affairs were covered com- 
peienily by O.M. Telang and ^rem Shan¬ 
kar Jha' s laknis wercdevmed exclusive¬ 
ly to the rimes. 

The pnper had a string of expenenced 
senior assistant editors and their work 
was stunulattng. Ii was only rarely that 
the rimrt. on its edit page, carried vil* 
cles by outsiders. Who needed them 
anyway? 

But today, the edit 
pages of (he well-known 
dailies appear to have 
been takhn over by ouisi- 
ders, particularly reiired 
bureaucrats. The day 
after his farewell party at 
the office, with the bou¬ 
quets still fresh, the 
bureaucrat becomes a 
columnist. 

Former foreign secreta¬ 
ry, J.N. Dixit, is row a 
regular ccmtribuior lo the 
; Indiun Exprtss. A former 
I Goveraor of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI), who 
allegedly had a key role 
in the securities 
scam, S. Venkiiaramanan, has become a 
prolific contributor in the print media. 
Another retired bureaucni. iulio Ribei- 
ro. is now a ‘media expert* on everyth¬ 
ing from police bandob<ist to World Cup 
football. And I am certain that feelers 
from a half-a-daren papers must have 
reached Krish Sriniva-san, the foreign 
secretary, who will be retiring shnnJy. 

An occasional column by the experts. 


Fora cricketer of 
his stature, Sunil 
Gavaskar has 
not been able to 
identify the 
requirements for 
One-Day and 
Test cricket 


T 
















is no doubt, welcome. After all. they had 
served the goventmeoi for long and gain* 
ed rid) and varied experience in the pro¬ 
cess. They had paiticipaied in the 
decision'making process, rubbed 
shoulders with famous political nguR!». 
But it is r>o( in the interests of jour¬ 
nalism. if the edit and op-ed pages of 
newspapers are handed over to reined 
bureaucrats and other outsiders. 

There are several reasons for this. 
Like everyone, the outsider has his own 
vested interests which he would like to 
project. The retired bureaucrats have 
their own favourites in the department 
whom they would like to project in a 
favourable light. After all, rhamcfuigiri 
is not unknown in the IAS. IFS and IPS 
cadres. A junior officer whose refrain 
had been "YesSir". - You arc right. Sit '. 
would surely be mentioned as a ‘'bright, 
young spark" in the retired boss's 
column. By the same logic, officers who 
thought differently and disagreed with 
the boss may be referred to in uncc'mpli* 
meniary terms Why should the pages of 
a newspaper be used lor this kind of 
writing? 

There is also bound to be a strong 
streak of nostalgia in the comments of 
retired bureaucrats* tumed-colunmlsts. 
The kind of “Oh* 
how 'good • it* w a> 'during * my -day > *and*l 
ook-al-ihe*mess*ioday' stuff is inevita¬ 
ble. particularly from ihosc whose back* 
ground has been one of onc'upmanship 

The edit pages these days seem to 
have a de n niie object i v e ^ to compt ica* 
te simple issues or to promote cheap 
abuse against political oppi>nents. The 
CPM ‘firebrand’, Ashok Mitra. is one 
such example. Abusing the Congress 
and the Gandhi family is okay, but how 
can one be so blind to what is going on In 
Marxist-ruled West BengaP Why are 
edit pages full of claptrap on ideology 
which no one but the writers can follow'’ 

It is commonly accepted that less than 
two per cent of the readers go through 
the e^f pages But the people who produ¬ 
ce pages arc proud of this fact. This eli¬ 
tist attitude is self-defeating. Are the edit 
pages meant for a handful of self* 
appointed.* pseudo intellectuals?. 

On the sub^eci of columnists. I am 
amazed at Sunil Gavaskar’s attempts to 
use his sports column to defend his ow n 
Sty le of ^ow and deadly du 11 bai tin g. Of 
•coune. these days, no one really cares 
how Gavaskar baited but in column after 
column, he has been blasting the stri^* 
masters of the Indian side to the extent of 


defending the go-slow attitude of Manoj 
Prabhakarand Nayan Mongia ai the Kan¬ 
pur One-Day Intenuuional against the 
West l^die^ recently. 

For a cricketer of hi> suture. 
Gavaskar has not been able to identify 
the retfuirements for One-Day and Test 
cricket. Who knows, one aS his columns 
may be used to laud his own unforgeiia* 
ble achievement (4 scoring 36 runs in 60 
overs in the first World Cup in 1975. 

The lif« ami tlmas of 
Zall SInah 

Writing in Mid-Dev. K K, Sunder 
Rajan ri^tly condemns the media cover¬ 
age of the late President Giani Tail 
Singh, While fellow politicians who had 


attacked Zail Singh during his lifetime, 
showered praises on him. there was no 
need for tlv media to join ihi> chorus <»f 
insincerity and distortion. Wrote Sunder 
Rajan. “A leading national daily describ¬ 
ed his life as ‘many-splendourcd*. Ediio- 
rial writerv and columnists said that as 
President. Tail Singh brought grcai 
dignity to the Ra.shirapaii Bhavun." 

The media knl a glorious opportunity 
to enlighten Ms readers with a balanced 
and candid account of the life and times 
of Giani Za>l Singh. While Sunder 
Rajan refers to Zail Singh s siaiemem 
that he would even sweep the floor if 
Indira Ganc^i i.ske<t him to. he is silent 
on the crude conspiracy which was 
batched in the offices of the Indton 
Exprfis to sack the then Pri me M i nisicr. 


Rajiv Gandhi, on is^iueik on corruption. 

A senior Express editor, regarded as 
the 'doyen' of Indian journalism even 
drafted the presidential letter of the priv 
posed sack. It was only Vir Sanghvi who 
made a mention of these unsavoury 
aspects of the life and times of Giani Zail 
Singh. 

spewing venom 


77ie Hifulu is one of the mosi sober 
newspapers in the country and that was 
w hy 1 w as a bit surprised when its month¬ 
ly literary section carried such a hlisier- 
ing review of Raju Bharatan's recenily- 
publidred biography of Lata Mangesh* 
kar Suresb Kohli seems to be a fan of 
Laia and the rev iewer had not 1 aken kind • 


ly to (he acid comments made by Bhara* 
unonhis idol 

Kohli is so mudi upset over Bhara* 
tan’s refrain on Laui’s reiifemcni that he 
is aroused lo the point of "hashing up the 
author should one come across him". 
The book is described as a "bad. painful* 
ly laboured, dull, boring, repetitive, 
unlyrical journal istic professional chro¬ 
nicle". I( deserves the ‘National Boring 
Bot'k Award'. 

If Suresh Kohli thought the bio^- 
phy was in bad taste, so are his com- 
mcffls. He also repeai.s himself oRen in 
calling the writer names. It is the same 
old piM and keltic story. One hopes 
Kohli komes out wiih a nattering biogni* 
ptty of l.ata wlih not One word of 
criticism, a 



While fellow 
poitticlans who 
had attacked 
Zail Singh during 
hit lifetime 
showered 
praltet on him, 
there wat no 
need for the 
media to )<dn this 
chorus of 
insincerity and 
distortion 
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An environmental litigation involving six 
Calcutta factories raises important issues 






Me 5jupremc Court h&v avkeJ 
%\K in(iusirial unih in Chandi* 
lab. one of Calcuita'K heavily* 
congckicil suburbs, co caplam 
why they Hhtmidfl'i he shut 
down. They have twen charged with vhv 
laiing environmental ni^v and posing 
u thnriit to pet^le living in the area. The 
order has boosted the moruk of thoftc 
fighiing for a cleaner envirtiomcnt and 
has. ai ihc same time, raised certain vital 
issues. 

At a tunc when the apex c<Hirt seems 
determined to end such violaiUirtf and 
treat clean environment as pan of 
human rights, the sombre directive 
could well be a prelude to the factories' 
final death knell Their owners haven't, 
however, given up yel. and hope to 
plead their case before Justice Kuldip 
Sin^on 19ianuar>. 

It is an opcn*itnd*shui case on (he sur* 
face. Of late, the Supreme Court has 
been pulling up polluting industries and 
ordering iheir closure for Houting envi¬ 
ronmental norms. And the four units 
have b.‘en hauled up fur messing up (he 
surroundings. 

Bui in a way the case is not quite as 
simple, for it throws up problems (hat 
need resolution before clean environ- 
menr can even be partially guaranteed. 

The industries found themselves on| 
the wrceig side of (be law i n March 19*^.1,1 
when D.P, Bhaiiacharya and other resi-|| 
dents petitioned the C^cutta High Court* 
accusing two industries. Hyd^arbon? 
Company Ltd (HCC) and Luhncaling* 
Oil Company (LOC). of cao^ing severe 
environmental pollution. 

The court asked the West Bengal Ped* 
lution Conirol Board (WBPCB) to 
investigate. The board ftled an advene 
report, and. in May. (he faciories were 
lemporarily shut down. They were ask* 
ed to install pollution*vontrol equip¬ 
ments and seek statutory clearance 


befurt resuming opcraiKMi. 

But. in a turn of legal events, the case 
was transferred to the Supreme Court in 
June that year. It was pan of (he 
puMfC'iniercst liiigaiion. AJ.f. 
Mtehru Vs ttf inditi ^ Others, on 

the Cianga polluiHm The raiionale was 
that effluents from ihese iwo factories 
were fouling (he river and hence the mat- 
ler came within the scope of that 
liiigaiion. 

In July, the opei court was informed 
of the measures adt^cd by the compa¬ 
nies. The WBPCB was asked lo chwk 
their cfTicacy. and follow ing the boanfi 
approval, the Supreme Coun discharged 
the case in August 

In October. Bhaitacharya and others 
filed a fresh petition. This time, they 
challenged (be credibihly of the 
WBPCB .saying that i hey were noi sal i s* 
Tied with the pollu(ion*conirol measures 
adopted by iIk companies. 

In bebraary 1994, the court look up 
the matter. 

T ^ie move was an indictment of (he 
WBPCB. The court, apparently, lust 
faith in i( and directed (he NatuaiaJ Bnvi* 
ronmcnial Engineering Re^iearch Insti- 

SOimiBUI SUSim OF CALCUTTA 




tu(e (KEERI). Nagpur, (o look into Ihe 
mailer. 

Its directive had two parts to it. One, 
NEERI was to evaluate ihe perfonnance 
of (he cfRucni treaimcni plants (ETTPs) 
and (he ambieni air quality ai the HCC 
and LX)C fociorics; and. (wo. inspect (he 
area in general. 

From 10 to 13 March, a (earn of 
NEERI scientisis visited the two specifi¬ 
ed plants and five others for general ins¬ 
pection. These included Calcutta Prim¬ 
ing ink Company. Calcutta Galvanising 
Company. Kamdhenu Mess Company, 
a maker of poultry-feed, and Melvin 
Powel and Engineering Industries Ltd. a 
manufaciurer of film-glass cooling 
towers. Together, these small-scale 
units emi^oy about 300 workers. 

NHERPs report, filed on 29 March, 
dealt u body-blow to the indusiries. The 
institute found them at fault on several 
counts and recommended their 
rtlocaiion. 

And it is from this point (hat questions 
began to arise. The defendants appealed 
against the NEERI report, pointing out 
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"Me can't set up 
a factory in the 
middle of a paddy 
field and 
survive," says 
P.K. Banerjee 


i 



"We spent a few 
lahhsin 
installing ETPs 
and their efficacy 
was certified by 
the WBPCB.' 
says S. 

Chatterjee 


The Hydrocarbon Company at Chanditala: one of the six 
factories taken to task 


wh;ki. in (heir opinion, were g/oss 
iruKTurucics 

Bui they wcic n<ii the only ones lo 
poini thut (nil C^Jcuua's Hose InMiluie. 
one of India'.v ieuding «cicn(inc orgjni- 
salions, mude ihiN crihcul ohscrvaiion: 

' Based on only NKHRI’s report, which 

derived from mer? opinion and (is) 
lull of lion •scientific smiemcnis, no cor* 
reel cs»[iclusion can be drawn on the 
issue." 

The cojn accepted ihc industries’ 
plea and directed NhbRI lo rqily lo 
their queries and go on re*in.spcc(ion. if 
neccs.sary. 1 he inslilutc. however, reiic- 
rated Us stand and made the sensational 
remark thui a Bhopul-like Miuaiiuii 
could arise if the indusincs were allow¬ 
ed to operate. NbbRI made the same 
rc mark i egardi ng four uni is manu- 

fHCturiiig diverse produu.s. 

The C(Kiri accepted the institute’s ver* 
Sion and onIcasJ ihai the factories he 
shitted. One agreed u> move But when 


the others pointed out that (he aliema* 
live sites offered by the state were not sui* 
taNe. the eoun asked (hem to explain 
why they shouldn’t be closed down. 

S o who does one rely on? True, wc 
didn't have (jealment plants betoce. 
Bui after the case began, we spent a few 
lakhs in installing them, and (heir cfli- 
cacy was cheeked and certified by the 
WBPCB. a staluiory hody.” saysS. Chat- 
(eijcc. die technical advuser to HCC. 

In fact, to he doubly sure, the cr^pa* 
ny had got its sy.iiems checked also by 
the Centre for Study of Man & Enviroo* 
mcfli, a scientific and industrial rcf^sarch 
urganisaiim nxugniscd by die Cenire, 
which found its polluliun levels to he 
within permissible limits. 

Add to dii$ the Bose Institute' % obser- 
vations ruhNshing NEbRI's findings, 
and (he confusion is confounding 
NEERI suggests that the shifting of 
the six factories will improve the 


area’s environment. 

5 Those who know Chandi¬ 
tala wcU would say that 
I the institute i.; kidding 
I There are al least 2.^ 

* units in the area, many of 
them hazardous chemi¬ 
cal. acid and eleciroplai* 
ing factories. 

Bui NBER] sciemisis 
haven't assessed 1 hcir« 
impuct on the environ¬ 
ment. While (he Calcutta 
Galvanising Company 
has been pulled up. ii 
much bigger galvanisirig 
S works, just a few metres 
7 away, have been over- 
I looked by the sciciiUsts. 

* And wliea* will the 
industries be rclocuied? 
The Slate govcmmcni hu< 
fold the court that i 1 is 
ready u> olfcr them plots 
m four 'industrial esta¬ 
tes'. What ii has ivu said, 
however, rs I hut Ihc infra- 
structnrt simply doesn't 
exist 

'We can’t set up a fuc* 
lory m the middle of a 
paddy field and survive." 
said P.K. Buocrjcc. direc* | 
tor of the priming ink [ 
company. Added Ashuk Basu of (he | 
galvanising company. "The land, (he 
direcirvaic of cottage and small scale 
industries is offering, should actually be 
given to (he forest departmcnl,’' 

In short, they say. the so-called e\lH* 
\csi don't have roads, power, water, com¬ 
munication facilities, skilled manpower 
and easy access to inarkci the basics 
needed to mn indusinal units. And the ! 
state government has. so fs^. fought shy 
of telling the court the truth, the whole 
(ruth. 

And that is noi all. In a country where 
land-use planning is rarely, if ever, 
done, is the stale government in a posi- 
(xm to guarantee that human senlemcnts 
will never come up in the new industrial 
estates? The N an onal A il as of I ndia iden- 
lifict Chanditala as an indu.strial area, 
hut resiiicmial bouses were allowed to 
be built without thinking of the con* 
sequences. The industries feai they may 
face similar problems in future. 

Will the xtatc govcmmcni and 
NEERI tell (he court (be whole story 'f • 


















SURVIVING THE ASSAULT: Mumoro Banrrjet bcmg helprdtnu tff fhf strtadtnitvr 

Attack! Attack! 


State Youth Conf^ress chief Mamaia Banerjee is once again 
assaulted by CPl(M) workers in Calcutta 


t The new year bniughl 

liiilc cheer to Mamaia 
'V BaneijcCs the siormy 

f petrel of (he Con|«VJ 

in West Bengal, R>f 
^bSl ibe iiKAi part of IW. 

ihc presidem of the 
WEST BENGAL state Youth C-ongress 

was out of actum 
bccau^ of injuries ard ih-hualih. Only 
recenily, was she hack in uciton. But on 
the aficmonnof 2 January, Mamuid was 
once again atiackcd by C'PI(M) 
hood I uni s in the (iarden Reach area of 
Caicalia. where she had gone to niect the 

relatives of a Congrtfsc aiiiviti wlui had 

died in police lockup. An injured Mama- 
ta Banerjee was rescued hy some of her 
men and rushed to hospiial. 

As soon as Mumala Banerjee's Muc 
Moruti entered Garden Reach on the 
aBem<Km of 2 January. CPI(M) sup* 
potters, who wen^ holdirtg u meeting 



NOT AGAM: Mamoio Banrrjef in 
fwspitat 


nearby, staned shiHJting anii-Manuito 
slogans As tensiiHi mounted, sonic 
people began pelting stones at the car. 
Others even tried in drag her oui of the 
vehick. Finding the doors locked from 
inside, the hoodlums smashed .he wind* 
i shield und showered blows on the occu¬ 
pants And all thiK while, the police post* 
cd at the spot were helpless spatators. 

By the b me she was helped out of the 
carby herpartymen, Maniata had taken 
quite a few blows on her head. The 
youth leader, who hud suffered a grave 
injury on her head four years back, was 
disn rushed to the hospital, where 6oc- 
(or\immed>amly put heron sedatives 
"It was a murderous attack on Mama* 
la. Tius pnives my point that there is no 
law and order In West Bengal. After all, 
whal happened to Mamata K entirely a 
manifesiation of the prevailing 
I raj here*, the West Bengal Pradesh Con* 
gress Committee (WBKX'i presideni 












SILENCING CRITICS 


Mamati BaMflaa, lha Watt 
Bangal Youtli Gonfraia 
praaldaat, N attaekad aatf Mt 
oathahaadbyCPt(M) 
auppoftara In Calcutta 

Tha Incident conat at an 
efflbarraaciiMRt fof the Laft 
Front dovarnmant aa ft 
happanad on tha ava of two 
Important Intarnatlonal 
avanta In tha city 

Tha paaalva rola playad Oy 
tha polica In this and aarller 
Incldanti Involving Mamata 
lanriaa hava lad many atata 
Conoraaa laadart to damand 
cantral protoctlon tor har 


SoiiVM Mlira Uiier 

V<ir The ruling 1 x’fl f rimi govcninwiil 
in WcM ihc aiiack on Muimiu 

bancrfcc couUI iu)i h;ot: coiih* hi j worv.* 
Him* Prime MiiUMcr P.V. Niiidsimh.i 
K :io w iis i n il w c i ty lo i n juguni k* ihe cen* 
lenjry k:ciehr«iiu'm> of iliv (’ooledcraiion 
orifulian liulusiry 1(11). The K2nd Indi* 
•in Seicnee C'ongress nvjn ;iIh) hemy 
held m C'ukuiui. As i rcsuU. Ihe city ns av 
packed Nviih VIPs, incliKlinfi iwo Prime 
MiniMcrv x'liior mlnisjcfs from ochei 
couniiics und a hosi of foreign dignita* 
rics. No doubl. Ihe incidem ciimc as a hig 
emhurrossment lo the Jyoti Basu rcgi- 
mt. Nchich K iry ing 10 woo foreign inves* 
lors 10 the Mine. 

The sUlc Congre ss did try lo reap pol i - 
lical gams froni ihc attack on one its 
front*raiiking leaders. As news of ihc 
as.vaull on Mainaui spread, Youih Con* 
gress uciivisLs tende to the sireeis. slopp¬ 
ing buses and forcing snopkeepers lo 
down t^ir shutters. A Bengal htmJh 
was also planned for 3 Janu4ry. the day 
the Prime Minister was scMuled to 
inaugurate the Science Congress \t was 
only (he intervention of NoruMinha Rao 
and senior state Congress leaders that 
saved Ihe situation lor the Left hkini 
government. 

'Riough A formal haftdh on 3 January 


was not announced. Colcvtia nevenhC' 
less wore a desened look on that day. 
Attendance in offices was low. fCNver 
buses and taxis plied, shc^ in many 
areas Nvere closed, and in many places. 
Youih Congress members blocked 
roods. And oi least 2S buses were set on 
fire ui different places in the city. 

Thou^ the airport functioned as 
usual, trsm services on the HoNvroh and 
Sealdoh sections were disrupted os Con* 
gress workers put up blockades on the 
tracks. And on Ihe afternoon of 3 Janua* 
ry. rumours that the condition of Mama* 
lA Bonerjee was deterioraiing fast only 
added 10 Ihe prevailing lertsron. li was 
only after doctors and senior state Con¬ 
gress leaders assured the pe^e that 
Mamoca was fine, did the city limp back 
to normalcy. 

This is. of course, not the firsi time 
that Mamata has been the target of her 
political nvols. In August I99(). Mamoia 
was bh un the head by one Udoo Alam, 
brother of the expelled CPIlMl leader 
Badshah AUm. while she was leading a 
pnKvsMiNn. .She was hirspitalivcd for 
over a nkinth and the incident created 
i|uite a Huitcr in pohikal circles in die 
slate. 

Then in July 1994. Mamata Banerjee 
wav again injured when she led Con* 
gicss wr^er. to harricode the Wnters 
Huikimgs. the Mole sccrctanai. But ihiv 
time, the injury wasas aicvull of a police 
lathi charge. 

What iv Mnkmg is that in all the inci* 
dents involving Mamaia Bancrjce, who 
also happens to he an MP and a former 
Uniim mmivier. the police have ruled lo 
proteci her even (hough Ihcy were post 
ed nearby. For instance, on 2 January, 
the cops simply looked the other way 
when Mamata was bcirig avsaultcd. 'An 
MP being assaulied in broad daylight 
doesn't speak mot h about the democra¬ 
tic system of Ihe slate*, said Subralii 
Mukherycc. the PCC vice-president. 

The role of the police have led many 
10 demand ccntml police protect kmi for 
Mamaia. In foil, some stare Congress 
leaders put forward such a proposal 
before the Prime Minister when he went 
to see Mamata Bancriec in hcnpital. But 
Rao is believed to have told Ihem that 
Ibis would amount to inicrlering in Ihe 
oiTairs of a stale govemme ni. 

But then, some steps are cenainly 
necessary lo ensure the safety of Mama- 
uBoncf^. • 


From rhetoric 
to reality 

The TOP government will 
find it difficult to keep its 
electoral promises 

I 2 euphoria over 

3 -5 poll victory is over in 

Andhra Pr^esh, And 
ihe newly-elccted 
fsJ~T|ttrW Telugu Desam Parly 
IWllMi W\ (TDP1 under N.T. 
ANDHRA Rama Rao is now fac* 
ed with the task of 
pf,VCmunCC. And this 
is where the onc*month*o]d state govern 
ment seems to he going astray. In the ahs 
cncc of a well-defined chain of com 
mond and authorised spokesriinn, tU 
NTR ministry has already sciuoui sscr 
tes of confusing signals lo the eicciorate 
Within days of his firsi cabinet inec 
ting. NTR faced the wrath of the non 
go^etlcd government employees sviih an 
j omNguouc suiicmeni on wubolding 





MHOVTIHC EMPTY COFFERS: 

CJiandm Bahu Naida 
their perks. TA and LTA. Next. On 3) 
December, came bis decision to scrap, 
the Rs 6.500 CTore (and 500 MW) GVK 
power project which was to come up 
with Amencan coMaboriiiion These 
moves, no doubt, booineranged <»n the 
pony which, ai present, seems io be busy 
finding faults of the ousted Congress 
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Controvert hounds the Barak dam project on 
the Assam-Manipur border 


C ontroveniet seem to iMund 
muUUpuipoM river vailley pro¬ 
jects in In^a. After the Snrd&r Stfo- 
var Project, now it is the lum of the 
much-deJayed Ra 2.00D crore Barak 
dam project at llpairmiUi a slee¬ 
py hamlet on i)k Assatn-Manipur 
b^er This is because various non- 
govemmental orgaoisaiions 

(NCOsK envirmmem groups and 
student ouitits have emtericed oo a 
coacened move ugamst the project 
which is billed u the biggest flood 
cootrol and hydel power generation 
scheme prop<^ in the nonh-east. 

Recently, the Hmar Studenu* 
Union (HSU) protested uroogly 


when the Assam. Manipur and Mieo- 
nm gove r nments sanctioned Rs 55 
crore for rehabiliuiing the tribals 
who will be affected by the Idl 
Tneue rock-RBcd dam on the cooftu' 
ence of Bank and Tuival rivm at 
Tipairaukh. The HSU denounced a 
survey made earlier by the Brahma* 
patra Board, dte oo^ f<v 

in^lerancing Ae scheme. 

According to the snrvey, only 340 
families from IS villas in M^pur 
are lilwly tobe affected by the inufl^ 
tion. Hovcver, the HSU claimed tSmt 
no less dytn T.SIO tetiUea. UvlDg in 
3t iribaKviilageii& Manipur, win be 
' swamped by dte floods that 6 b dam 


HOW GREEN WAS THE VAUXV: rhr 

4omfU4atTipaitmikh 


ministry led by K. Vijaya Bhaskara 
Reddy. 

After the first cabinet niceiing. (he 
stale finance minister and NTR's son* 
in-law. Chandra Babu Naidu, rescaled 
(he fmanciul blunders cutiscd by the for¬ 
mer regime which left (hu state coffers 
empty. Apparently, m>n-hudgetary allc* 
cutionv were inaJe to the tune of Rs 
1.557 crorc. oui <4 which Rs bSO crore 
was jlreaily released. In addition, (he 
Slate hud overspent to the tune of Rv 115 
crore. excluding u Rs 165 crore over- 
drufi. With iu> money in the kitty, the fin* 
nnee ininisicr had no choice hut to deny 
gosemment employees their dues. 

7'hc ininisicr's stuiemcni was taken 
seriously and directions were is.sued by 
th c fi nunce sccrc lary to all d i si rici treasu* 
rics the same day to pay the employees 
only their basic salary and the dearness 
ulbiwancc All other payments were 
siopiK’d. The unnounccmeni. which 
came within 4H hours aflcr axsuranees 
were given hy NTR, spread panic 
unumg employees whs>se leaders swarm* 
cd the CM's Banjuru HilK residence. 

NT K's response was predicrahle. He 
pulled up iirficiuls and ministers for mak* 
mg irrcspofisibJe statements. N(K Irving 
anything to chance, he decided to liaise 
with the media himscif. On the evening 
of 2 5 Dcccinbc r, the chief m i n islet perso- 
Ruiiy calicd up newspaper offices lo 
assure the fH>n*ga^eued govemmeni 


PROBLEMS GALORE: vhif/mimxtfr NT. Rarrui Hint 


employees that 'There was no move to 
cut (heir salaries or perks' Next day. the 
finance minister was made lo clarify the 
poim to ihc union leaders. 

NTR's next blunder was (he cancel la* 
don of ihe GVK power project, finalised 
by the Reddy government. The iinnoun- 
cement cainc as bad news to NRf and 


othci foreign investors who were li>ok* 
ing for prospccls in power gciwnilioii 
and other Helds in the slate A high- 
power Hndsli dclcgalicm, wliuh was 
expected lo send dossn mx icums lo 
explore investmcni pnspecis in Andhra 
Piadcsh. cut shiin its visii. Only ihe Bri¬ 
tish minisM for coiistruciion wus linally 


In deep waters 
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scheduled to vi si i Hydenhad w itb a fi vC' 
member team. The Lancellation of the 
British team's visit started off a debate 
in the secretariat and bureaucrats advis* 
ed NTR to rescind his decision on the 
GVK project. 

Not only did NTR rescind his earlier 
cancellation of the G V K project but al so 
set up a committee hea^d by former 
Plarining Commission inembcr Hiien 
Bhaya to look into the privatisaiiun of 
power projects in the state. 

While NTR can take full credit for 
implementing his scheme of supplying 
iScc at Rs 2 per kg the admimsira* 
tiofl took the Rak for not giving pre^r 
exposure to the launch ceremony on I 
January A small crowd in front ot a frir 
price shop disa^inied the TDP supce* 
mo and his wife. 

These are not the only irritants fix the 
ncwly*elected government. The <xdin* 
ance on pixihibition has elicited mixed 
reactions in view of the concessions 
extended to five star and three star 
hotels. NTR's Nuxal policy. propiHjmJ* 
cd to resolve the prohlertt as ■ sncio* 
economic issue, also seem to have boo* 
mcranged us there is no move to lift the 
bun on the Peoples War Gnxjp ix grant 
gencrul umncsiy to extremist uuttlK 

Right now. the TDP is rinding it difTi- 
cult to match the rhetoric with reality. • 


will trigger. No doubt tbb baa casi a 
pall of gloom on the project aa a con¬ 
sensus on the rchabiliiation package 
was arris^ ai after nearly three years 
of inten se parleys among Ibe concern¬ 
ed slate govommenu. 

Apart from the trouble over the 
rehabilitation, it waa also pointed out 
that the dam site was prone to earth¬ 
quakes. A group of youths. inicUec- 
luals and scientists, under the banner 
of the Action Commiiiee for Tipai- 
mukh (ACT) in Imphal. has claimed 
that the dam site was on a major fault 
zone. ACT apokeamao and former 
chief mimster of Manipuc M.K. Pri- 
yabrata Singh pointed out diar two 
major oanhquokea have already rack 

ed the dam site to the laat 50 yean. 
Enpiuers of the Brahm^utra 
Board, however, do not afnee with 
tMi. 

There ia an international angle to 
the Barak project which leta it apait 


1 ^- ?• 


Courtroom battles 


People of Raipur want the Court bench to be set 
up in their city 



lUSnCE DENIED: ttf/nfmstmfon m Haipur 


With each piissing 
djy. Ihc tussle hci* 
ween the Bar AshkIu- 
lions of Raipur and 
Bilaspur is hotting up. 
The issue at stuke is 
Oie liKuiHin of (he pro* 
pi>Ncd new hcnch of 
the Madtiyu Ihudcsh 
[ High Court While the Raipur Bur Asso* 
t ciatiixi fRBA) wants the bench lo he 
I located in Raipur. Ms cininterpan from 

from its eounterpan on the Narmada. 

The Bangl^eshi government isappa- 
rently not kindly disposed towards 
the project The apprehension across 
the border is that the dam will turn 
vast stretches of fertile land in the 
north-east Bojiglodcsh into an arid ^ 
zone by cutting down the discharge | 
into Surma Kushiara rivers. 'Die | 
Khaleda Zia government has already { 
urged Japan's Overseas bconomk* 
Cooperalicxi Fund <OHCK> to stall 
assistance for the dam. Dhaka's inter¬ 
vention came Just as the Unkxi water 
resouTcex miriisuy was gearing up to 
obuia funds from the OECF. 



MADHYA 

PRADESH 


BilHNpur wiHild like setting up of the 
bench in its city, Reccnily, in Ruipui. 
nearly MX) advocates, puliiical leaders, 
intellectuals and social workers sui on a 
day-long ithirrfu to press their dcinund 
for the l^nch in Raipur. 

Nearly a decade ago. the Government 
ot Intha had set up a commission under 
Jaswant Singh lo examine the question 
of High Court benches in Meerut and 
Raipur. Representatives from Raipur 
had pointed ou( al that ii me that out o f all 
ihi' biigainxix riled in the MP High 
Court at Jabalpur, over 40 percent were 
from Chhaitibgarh. 'They also pointed 
out that the distance made il virtually 


LEGAL BAHLE 


A timlB Id golDi on Mwom 
H n rosidtnts of Ralpor and 
Bllospur otor the locBtlon of 
the proposed HIbB Court 
bond) 

According to tho Raipur 0er 
AsMCletlon, poorly 40 por 
coot of Hw COSOS are freA the 
CMiotttsgerh region 



As it stands, the cxxuiovcrey ha.s 
put the tlood-ruvaged peopit^ of the 
Bank valley in a fix. Will the jinx 
that has dogged the Sardar Sarevar 
also dog the Barak dam? • 



I impossible for the poor people to file 
their petitions in ihc High Court and 
thousands were thus being denied justi¬ 
ce. Representatives from Hilaspur, 
however, felt Uui the cmnmisMon had 
given iheni a raw deal. It alleged thai 
they u'crc not given a proper and patient 
hearing. 

. 
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In addition to the dhama, ihe RBA 
had a]i^ tried to paralyse judicial work 
by locking up counrcxms. At <me ^uge. 
agiutor^ even laid siege on the then 
chief minister M^itilal Vura. But Vora 
did not initiate a police crackdtwm on 
the agitatorv. 

Later.« hen S .C. Shuk la faced the agi • 
tators as (he chief minister, things had 
taken a turn for the worse. Shukla had 
observed titat the "Bench would be 
broughi to Raipur by us (polittcul 
leaders) and no( by the advocates who 
had no peoples" support ." Several agiui' 
tors, including the president of the KB A, 
were injured in Ihe police crackdown 

In Bilaspur. advocates were beaten up 
by the police when they dec7>onsiraied 



A MGID STAND: Shyama Choran 
Skukia 

against Shuklu. This was because 
Shu kU had suggested location of the rail* 
way zone in Bilaspurand the Court 
bench in Raipur. In the middle of these 
controversies, (he Juswani Singh corn- 
mission awarded the bench to Raipur. 

But. three advocates* associations 
from Jabalpur challenged the Jaswanr 
Singh committee's recommendation in 
court. D.P. Mishni. former Madhya 
Pradesh chief minister, observed that 
Jabalpur High Coun could not be split as 
it was set up there only after the c iiy rcl i n* 
quished its claim fc^ being the stale capi¬ 
tal which wa« recommended by the Sta¬ 
les Reorganisation Comm ivsiem 

The controversy over the High Coon 
bench shows no sign of getting resolved 
in the near future. And the RRA'a pn>- 
gramme of holding demonstrations in 
different district headquanerv can only 
oggnvaie the situation, a 


Stretched to the limits 

Insurgency and tax burden are affecting the 
rubber plantations in ihe state 




> OtOlC 


Rubber plantations in 
Tripura are not exact¬ 
ly in the pink of heal* 
th. Despite being one 
of Ihe largest produ¬ 
cers in the country, the 

plantations in the state 

THlPliKA are plagued by two 
problems On the one 
lutnd, they arc facing the on*Jaught of 
insurgents. On the other, the sales tax 
burden imposed by the slate govemmeni 
is adversely affecting the bonom line of 
the induMry which is still in its infancy 
in Tripura. 

According to Jacob Pnthen. the depu¬ 
ty di rector of the Rubber Board — a cen¬ 
tral govcmmcni organivation — the dry 
rubber content (latex) obtained rrom nth' 
ber f^anis in the stale is as good as any* 
where in the wurid Moreover. Tripura's 
climate and soil charatcrisiics are ideal 
for (he production of quality rubber. 
Plantations have also provided empUty* 
ment toinhuls m the slate. 

But, as A. Hamid, the deputy rubber 
cwnm'bMoncr tdevdoptncniK revealed, 
a number of Board employees were 
either killed or injured or even kidnapp¬ 
ed by insurgent groups. This has instill¬ 
ed fear in the plantation vrorkers. !mi 
much so that the Board employees are 
now afraid (o visit the growers in the hil¬ 
ly and interior parts of the state. 

Following threats from tribal insur¬ 
gents. about 100 of the total 5.000 priva¬ 
te planters now cannot even go to their 
planiatino sites. The insurgents have tak¬ 
en to kidn^ing planters fur ransom 
money. The Rubber Board has been forc¬ 
ed to ubandc^ its I.OOO-acre plantation 
al Harmingalpars in Kamalpur sub¬ 
division in the Tripura district. 
Another .^OO-hectarc planialkm in Ram- 
chandraghal and Borakha in the Sadar 
sub-division has also b ee n abandoned 
for security reasons. The Board urficlals 
blamed the siaie government for ils fai lu¬ 
re to pruv ide security cover to the planta¬ 
tion staff 

And to make things worse, the state 
govemmen' has passed a bill in (he la&t 
monsoon session of (be As^sembly. 
enhancing the sales tax on rubber. The 
All-Tripura Rubber (rrowers* Associa¬ 


tion (ARCA). an (vganisation represent¬ 
ing .VOOO private growers in uW state, 
fuss strongly protested against the deci- 
I sion. A delegalion of the ARGA, led by 
^ its presideni Asim Modak. recently sub- 
I milled a memorandum (o Samar Chau* 
dhuri. the stale revenue minister. The 
AGRA wants a five-year moratorium on 
I sales tax as the industry is still in its infan¬ 
cy, The revenue minister, however, has 
rejected the plea. 

ARGA sources alleged that the state 
govemmeni has directed the traders and 
pua hasco, not to buy robber .sheets if the 
seller's name wax not registered with (he 





STUNTID BROWTH: rubber 
f>iamotwn.t in Tripura 
sales (ax deparimeni. According to 
Modak, these moves on the part of (he 
Slate government has resulted in a major 
slump in (he market. "Even in Novem¬ 
ber la^t, rubber sheets from Tripura were 
sold at Rs 45 per kg in Cakutia. After 
(he imposition of taxes, the price has 
gone down ro 35 per kg", observed a 
rtieful Modak. "The sales (a x commissio¬ 
ner IS charging a hefty arnount ds> securi¬ 
ty from growers for registration, which 
is illegal ".he added. 

ARGA sources feel that a morator¬ 
ium will help (he plantations stand on 
their ow'n feet. Besides, rubber planta¬ 
tions in the state were acting as a substi¬ 
tute for major crops and were also help¬ 
ing in maintaining (he ecological balan¬ 
ce especially when large tnets of fontl 
land were being denuded by contractors 
and the timber mafia. • 








ODDS AND TRENDS 


WhodunH? 

■ Looki as if ihe days of 
cnme deieciicfl involving 
shadowy snipers and 'sorry- 
no-proof lines from the 
oops will soon be over. A 
new forensic technique lo 
read fmgerpKms on ftreanns 
has been developed. And the 
technique appears foolproof. 

The technique is bated on 
the fact thai af\er a gun has 
been fired, micro-particles 
of different components of 
the ammunition arc formed 
under high temperaiuit and 
pressure. These particles, 
known u the gun shot resi¬ 
due (GSR), are deposited on 
the shooter's hands and clo¬ 
thes, GSRs, formed by rapid 
cooling, have their unique 
Mniciure. 

According to R.B. Singh, 
director of the Forensic Sci- 
ertccN Laboratory m 
Lucknow, a scanning 
electron microscope comhtn* 
ed with energy-dispersive X* 
ray analysis (ShM-EDX) is 


used to study paitenis in dtc 
structure of the GSRscolleci* 
ed from a suspect. ITtey art 
the n compared w iih the GSR 
deposits from the gun bam:! 
or those found on the victim. 
By this method, forensic 
experts can not only link the 
gun to the shooter, hut also 


the victim to the gun. 

Hlemeniaiy. my dear 
Watson... 

Pu|aforp«ace 

■ One thing the world des* 
peratcly nc^s today is last 
mg peace. And whenTihe- 
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Rarqnn Kapoor 
SvaftraNOiM 


Ian spiritual leader Dalai 
Lama performs a rare pu ja 
for WOTid peace, it is big 
news. 

The fucturesque Tibetan 
settlement in Mundgod. SO 
km from Hubli in Karnataka, 
has become the hub of activ i • 
ty becau!»e the Dalai Luma is 
performing the Sri Kaluchak* 
ra puja. Around one lakh 
Lamas and other pilgrims 
from all over the world are 
expected io flock the town to 
aiiend this unique ceremony. 

The ceremony signifies 
the evolution of Buddha into 
the full form of K al achakra 
with the pledge to conquer 
the evil forces and pave the 
way for peace. 

According to Kalsang 
Gyatso, representative of the 
Tibetan DKarmshala in 
Mundgod thisisthe20lh 
Kalaclukra initiation ever 
held. 1 Tk: lust one was held 
in Barcelona, Spam The 
ceremony is held sparingly 
as It requires very elaborate 
prqiaraiion. » 


THIS INDIA 



BOMBAY: It was his tenth 
wife who brought down to eanh 
the much-tnanied Sushil 
MobartUl Kburana. ABer dup¬ 
ing nine women into maniage, 
ai^ tber taking off with their 
jewellery and other valuables, 
the curtain finally came down 
on this colourfal drama whan 
hii wife number ten called in the 
cops. 

Khurana. alias Rahul Baja], 
tepoctedly introduced himself 
\o his would^-iemh wife as 
Ibe estranged son of Madan Lai 
Khurana, the chief mtnisier of 
Delhi. In coder to keep up the 
act, would often ring up 
the control room of the dty police to enquire about the 
CM'S arrival in Bombay. 

The unsuspecting woman, now five months* pregnant, 
aenaed somediing was afoot when .she discovered a letter 
wriaen by her huiband. stiaing that he was leaving home 
for a long time and that ahe was to contact Hs lawyer, 
Kapil S\bil if anything waa to happen to him. 

After (he Borivli police nabbed Bqjaj. they found out 






that he used to firtt insert advertisements in tfie matrimoni¬ 
al columns of leading newspapers; interview the prospec¬ 
tive brides in posh hotels; win them over by talking big in 
English. Hindi. Marathi and Urdu: marry them and then 
dump (hem, minus cheirrtcbes.only lo start all over again 
— Mi<m E^rtss (Samrat Bose, Bombay). 

RUNE: Whai can Prince Qtartes, Kiran Bedi and Dalai 
Lama possiUy have in common? Slumped? Acconling to 
(he Osix) Commune Irnemational, they arc all worthy of 
ttie title 'Chief social misfits’. 

The three headline-grebben have recently been honour¬ 
ed with (he annual Osho Misfit Award for 1994. by the fol¬ 
lowers of Raj neesh, who phded himsel f on being the ’alti- 
rrtate misHt*. 

According to Swvni Saiya Vedant, chancellor of (he 
Ostn Mulliufiiversity, ''Society needs a few misBt peo^c 
as tltey are (he ones who cany torch of fteedom and con¬ 
sciousness from generaiun lo jzmretion 

While Dalai Lama has ben honoured because "his ordi¬ 
nariness made him impeccably Zn", Ktran Bedi's e^oru 
at "demonsiniting the transformative effect of meditation 
on prisoners" were lauded. Phnoe Qiarles' plea ibai the 
British sovereign’s liUe 'defender of (be faith’ be expand¬ 
ed CO cover all faiths was appreciated — Mon Expnss 
(Kishan Garg. Naaik). 
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ARIES 


l 2 l Monit-TOApril) 

T his week allows you to 
make giH>d proftress with 
mental anctofcuiive 
activUies. Handle delkate 
and imricalc work with care. 
Do not Mick u> 
prC'Conccived notions 
where husiness affairs are 
comemed. By being 
Hexihlc, M^utitmscan be 
f<x^nd for unexpected 
setbacks. 

TAURUS 


i 2 l April- 20 Mint 

Y OU will probably gain 
cnmiional security hy 
spciHling M>ine time with the 
luntity. Harems will bu 
happy to talk over pruhicms 
ihai urecufrenily bothenng 
you. Round ingolf affairs 
that have ovemm ihcir time 
limit IS favoured. Do mg 
undcresi iniuieihc 
importuiK'Col legal or 
official mailers, 

GEMINI 


(2/ May 20Juw) 

Y ou cun find noisy and 
crowded places raiher 
hard lo take, Bui your home 
will provide a haver of 
tranquiiliiy. Oct on with pihs 
thui nccsl to be done ai home. 
You may ukc regular 
cmployrneni dunes home 
with you if it's possible. It’*' 
a giHxl time to catch people if 
you have specral favours lo 
ask. 

CANCER 


aiJuiH' 20 /ulM 

T he assuniphons you’ve 
Keen niuking mny have 
iil*prepurcii you for whai lies 
ahead. You may feel uoeusy 
even in lainiliar 
surroundings Thiiisa 
period of adyustments for 
you. You may fee] that your 
feet ore n<H quite touching 
the ground. Check your 
spending 


EO 


t 2 t Juir 20 Aiiititsl> 

Y ou may be taking on 
more than you can 
handle if you gel involved in 
property affairs now. Wait 
f^ more favourable 
conditions bcfoiu pur?iuing 
bonie purchases or soles. 
Make xurc you have allowed 
plenty of time for old 
wounds to heal as even 
i n nocent remark s con he 
taken negatively. 


I LIBRA 


(21 Sep$fmber ~20 tk'hibrr) 

D un' t push your luck by 
making provocative 
suicments. Others may nol 
be so ready to forgive you as 
you arc to forgive them. 
Muiesfspouses can be rather 
cold oimJ may not gi ve you 
much of anection or 
encouragement. Mtmcy may 
he an explosive issue and is 
best aviHded. Youngsters 
will be in u Ixihday mood. 



VIRGO 


i2l Aagaa-ZOSffHfmhtr) 

Y OU may have been 
sw«'eping poMenLs 
under the carpet ami trying 
to convince yourself that 
there are fewer 
complications than is 
actually the case But 
self'deluslon will nol nelp. 
Facts uneonhed now may 
make you wonder what else 
you have overlooked. 


SCORPIO 


Orttiher-20AlM'^mt)eri 

Y ou i nay have a bitter 
struggle on yciur hands 
lo cony through wliai you 
have in mind Luvedone^ 
may fuel you vc giving far 
too much altenuon to outside 
concerns at thcir e x pense. 
This is not the best ttme for 
digging your heels on wh;ii 
you considci to he points iU 
pnncipic. 


SAGITTARIUS 


{21 N4nvmt>er~20 fki fmhfr) 

A word of <»uiion 
may he necessary for 
those sharing financial 
reserves with you. Their 
exiravagani impluses may 
drain your joint funds. You 
also need to rexirain your 
urge to overspend on 
flon>csseniials. Important 
people may make 
unrcaMinablc demands. 


CAPRICORN 


i 2 / l>nt‘mhfr 20 Jiinu<ir\l 

T he unpleasant cimdiiions 
of l.ist week iniiy lum out 
(<i he belter, if not gmiO, 
when the week draws lo u 
closiv It will be Uh> 
plc;isani lo know thji friends 
or loved ones ;irc having 
something of a misernbic 
tiiiKv Matcs/spouscseynhe 
fur fi^>iii enlhusiUNlic ahoul 
y<KirprolcsM<>Rul plans and 
ambilions. 

AQUARIUS 


I 2 i /anH<ir\ -20 ffhrutv'^ I 

W iilcthe week won'ibc 
shonoffun, you are 
advised lo keep your nose lo 
the giindstone Although 
you may nol realise; ii, 
crnploycis or super:ors may 
be keeping an eye on you just 
«i see whai kind of fibre you 
iiK made of. The m^re 
mijusinous you are now. ihe 
heller if Jl be for y chi r future 
prospects. 

PISCES 


t 2 / ^<hfm/n -20 Man h I 

S peculai i V c act i V Hies 
should be avoided. F^ay 
It safe, as you will he inviting 
trouble if you slick your 
neck out, Leam lo value 
whai you already have, 
especially where romance ix 
corcvmcd. Rven mild 
flinaiions can rebound on 
yt'u if> unplciisarii ways. • 




























RANDOM NOTES 



TiMIMHIWOfliM 



The Hacytoa CongRS> 
s(T) remobtei nochiag 
more then a divided — aad 
iocnuiflgly fractious — 
bouse. So, whoi there are 
runwurs a reahufRe {u 
there have been periodically 
over the lact sU cDoothi), the 
rivalry between the varioi« 
factkma gett even more 

Currently, the race is on 
between nUnister of state for 
wasteland development. Col 
Ram Singh, tod Haryana 
chief minister, Bhajut Lai. 
Ihe two can't stand the sight 
of each other — they aren't 
even on ulking terms. Ram 
Singh has been complaining 
to friends thut Bhajan L 4 I is 
considered a lieutenant of 
the Prime Minister but gives 






1 


tftheealaareahiifWat 

the opportunity, always lets 
him down. On the tast occa¬ 
sion, he showed up as an 
honoured guest at ^ kiswt 
rally organised by Rajesh 
Pilot, a meeting universally 
acknowledged to be a chal¬ 
lenge to Rao's authority. 

In retaliation, Bhajan Lai 
is telKng Congressmen in 
Delhi that in the next reshuf¬ 
fle. Ram Singh will be 
thrown out of the centra] 
govoTimenf because he ser¬ 
ves no purpose in the capital. 

The next round of nam^ 
calling promises to be even 
more vicioui. So. stay 
tuned. 




HEARD IN THE b;P 
HEADQUARTERS 


W«*i« for tli*y*r* for 

A BJP SPOKESMAN EXPLAINING TO A 
FOREIGN JOURNALIST THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THE 8JP ANO THE CONGRESS 


9 


departed 

It ire't coniideRd 
good form for lexers 
of one party to comment on 
the lAin of anotbee. But 
BJP leader Ata! Bdiari Vaj¬ 
payee is always oo the look¬ 



out for iomeooe to needle. 
At a meeting tcceody. be 
described the state <k tbe 
CoQgreas parry In Uttar 
Pradeafa as loAdly asbe could. 

After giving pemusMon 
to die CoQfress(D 10 gel 
Sonia Gandhi as Its leado, 
Vajpayee likened tbe Con¬ 
gress in UP to an army gene- 


CHECK-LiST 


Clobbered politicians: some recent 
examples 


NafMurttttarpMof 
lathi-happy opponents The iethsMthtima she's been 
attecKed in her cwn state. And there ire en^iQh members 
of Psrhamtflt vrho wouW We to tM the slick to her ki the 
House, when she begins speeibng. 


He'sbeenahoiaL 
beaten up and has lost a leg--thanki to the fftoris of tbe 
SHdi militants, BMi 1$ a breve nwi but he new lets goof 
an opportunity to tel the world just how brave he Is, 

■ JaraMNIwTlw country was shocked whan 
Jayalabtha, after tosmg her poncal mentor. M.G, 
Ramschandran, was man-handled In the TamH Nadu 
AeeemMy. In the recent past JayUMi's opponents hied 
to disrobe her. In their effort to humiate her. But such 
ineidenta oNy served to strengthen h« posllfon. 


: Was beaien up. hid his dofhes 
tom off and wtt hedded allegedly by ChiM Shekhar's 
men. when he toed to srf on a nmi at the latleTi house to 
protoet against Ch^re Shekhar's presidmiship of the 
Janata Dal. The Balka Thekur's men actualy went out and 
tfd wrist others only wished they couM lave done 


Bharb thsguised herseff. braved lathis 
and went Into Ayodhya to eho^ Ek dhatitoJur dp and gM a 
couple of blowB (wriethsr from Aar sevafee or from the 
poUce, S was never discovered) for her pains. 


: A veteran at gsfting 1athr 
Wows from the police. Fsmartoes'mocispectiailir 
bettfogt up date back to hie trade unon eepedshy 
during the Mstone ralwty strike of toe SMAttes. 


nl. *Tt is said that srmy gene- 
nil don'I die. they just fade 
•way. ‘Diat's wiw is h^jpen- 
mg to Ibis party * be fid. In 
tbe circumstances, he said it 
was dlfBcuh to fix a date for 
trie demise of tbe party — as 
it was dying bit by bit. 

The CoQ^is la yet to rep- 
.ly to this. 



Chl«rbyd«fauK 

So bow did Sarfraa 
Ahmed become the 
chief of the Bihar Pradesh 
Congress Committee 

(BPCC). 

GeoMly cortsidered ioef- 
fieotive. Ahmed's name 
found favour by default. He 
was strongly recommended 
by Gyan Rai^an. a Bihar 
Coogress leader who is s 
friend of toe principal 
secretary A.N. Verma. But 
toiflgi swung in his favour 
when his name appeared on a 
panel of four names lhai was 
fubiidtted by Bihar leader 
Ram Lakhsn Singh Yadav to 
tbe PM. as his list of candida¬ 
tes for the posi of PCC chief. 

Yadav wa.s asked u> Kub- 
mit four narees. Ahmed's 
name was fourth cm the list. 
He didn't think the fourth 
name would TukI favour with 
toe PM. But that was toe one 



00 which opinion convcrgi'd. 
So now tbe BPCC is saddi • 
ed with a leader who K medi¬ 
ocre. uncharismaiic and not 
even the first choice of tbe 
frontline leaden; of the Con¬ 
gress in Bihar. • 
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AvMar 

■ imeth KbvtfiA hu 
Acquired m unexpec¬ 
tedly profile — to (be 
«tti^ thtl the. de thf ODed 
^ ctf the Delhi Pndeih 
CoAgreM Commitiee 
(PCO. H.XX. Bbei^ 
holde hiffl iquerely lefpoasi- 
ble for JiU troubles. sbagK 
WM removed from the covet¬ 
ed poet of presideoi of dw 
Delhi PCC i few weeks a^o. 

BJugat's u^ipoflen are 
bitter dial the Con|reai(0 is 
now being nm by nachnf' 
$aane waUu. The humilia- 
tioo is compoustded by the 
f^ (bat it was not a heavy¬ 
weight like R.K. Dbawan 
(who* s been Bhagat' s detrac¬ 
tor for years) who was res¬ 
ponsible for bis ouster but a 
newcomer like Khanna. One 
day before his removal from 




HEARD IN NEW CSLHI 

Afl«r BIT-tliig on tiM OMsdhl 

aoMMlsMtlM CAM tor koni, 
R«V. NATMimM Itoo kiM ff iMlIy 
Mtuis. 

A to JANPATlt LOYALIST 



wrong with sendmg Bhagau 


Cofigreasznn. 

Bhagat. for the mooMat. 
Uves in hope that hii fortu¬ 
nes will bf repaired cioeer 


Trust K.D. 
Tlwsrif 

■ Rao loyahstt are look¬ 
ing for nai Is to dh ve in 
Narain Dull Tiwari's coffin. 
And (he laie^ one they've 
found is the venue of his 
press conferences. 

Tlwari briefs the press 
frere 12 Willingdon 



Crescent, which is also Uw 
office of the Sanjay Gandhi 
Memorial Trust. Rao loyal¬ 
ists says (hai the office ^ a 


CHECK-LIST 


World leaders on India under P. V. 
Narasimha Rao 


WWI Aartpafsa^ 

the post was aonounced. 
Khanna met Narasimha Rao, 
The next day came the offici¬ 
al aftnouncemeni that D.C. 
Bandhu was taking over 
from Bhagat. 

But (he news from the 
other camp is that Khanna 
and con^iany are still not 
baubfieU, Tlwrc a niuve lu 
send Bhagat as Governor to 
some notih-easi state, pos.o'b- 
ly Manipur. Prom Delhi the 
last prominent poliiician to 
be sent to the north-east os 
Governor was Romesh 
Bhaodah. who*i now Oover* 
nor of Tripura. So what's 


■ Oom^m ll i A d> Sritatn's feraioft aacrataty aaya H is 
raasofttMa to ask whan and how the new economic 
policias begin lo improve ihettuafetyoHda of tha poor. But, 
thaaa ari In^ Quesbons and need Indian answers. 


■ RoliClaAltTMg: The Prime Miniatar of Slno9ore 
says he '8 heard reports that India under Rao is not 
liberalising as fast as it shotM But adds that people who 
inaMthk crtd&sm have no idea how diffiaft R 
liberaHsa (ha economy in a coimtry of IncBa's size. 


■ ll|«taro HMWnwto: The chief of the Japanese 

ministry of IntemaOonai trade and industry (MfTI), says 
Japan is extramaly buBi^ about Hbenlieatlon and 
economic dsvelopnM in India. Japanese investmens in 
India shows Japan has grven credK to Hnprovemoms made 
t 7 l^-ked India In the economic. poMcai and Investment 
climata. 


■ AI Altar Mmll: TM ft^ mWaAr of Iran 
lays irrih>-iranian rmorK wll suffer If India II aaen to be 
too pro-liflAed stalar But he ayrnpAhlaaa wNh Rao’i 
predicamem. gfvefl the sta Qi the wodd « present 


trust should HOC be used for 
pohtkal purpoaos. TMa was 
the reaeomog givatforbaad' 
log over Jawahar Bhavn to 
the Rkjiv OmAI 
doe — It waa argued tfts • 
mm enrupt be dm for paUd^ 
calacdviQr. 

The Utat twiat la die ule 
if that (be Rao loyaUata are 


—they *d Uke to bear her 09 
that u Gaodhi*! widow, she 
obfecta to Ttwarfi aedvi- 
dee. Sbe la yd to ohliga. 


Nuxt «top, 
politic*? 

■ li former cabinet 
secretary Zafar Saifol - 
Uh intendlag to Join polios? 

Saifiillab Is undv siege 
from the government for his 
role in the controversy over 
sugar import. His wife is 
bring hounded by the Indian 
Trade Promotion OrgSAise- 
tios, where she works, for 
running up huge telephone 
bills. And they*re both worri¬ 
ed about the future. 

Now. witb a Janata Dal 
govemreeni io power in Kar¬ 
nataka (he future looks less 



bleak. Several seau will fafi 
vacant from Kamutaka in the 
Rajy a Sal^a in 1996 and Sai- 
fullk) (wbo is from the Kar¬ 
nataka cadre of the IAS and a 
popular officer in (he stare) is 
considering the kka of con- 
iMdng a Rajya Sa^ aeat 
nexiyear. • 
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Rolling hills, mtandering streams and verdant 
forests. Tucked away in the Aravalli ranges, 
this scenic landscape, comprising Banswara 
and Dungarpur districts and adjoining parts of 
Udaipur and Chiltaurgarh, is the heartland of 
Bhil iribals. 



Lively, sparkling people. Bhils have been 
celebrated in history and legend for their 
bravery. Their name itself, deriving from 'Bir 
meaning bow. testifies to ibeir skill in archery. 
Wedded to the forest, and never happy away 
from it, the Bhils represent a cultore unique in 
itself. Their lifestyles and beliefs, their joie de 
vivre. their fairs and festivals, specially the 
Baneshwar Fair (Jan*Feb) are altogether 
delightful. 

TflAvri INfOaMAliON NeireiAitpon-Udaipur 
OtaUm by Rmo- JSaiMf'Oungaiouc t 20 bms., 
OunQarpurBaasvafa 135 k/ni. lMaiput*Dhiltwrgarh 112 kflis. 


^ C^u^'asthan ■ ‘T^e enchantment nev>er eni^h 


KAIASTHAN t()l:uis.\1 PARrAtANeHA^M.Gwl HositlCanous.Ja.put 302 0 Q 1 Tel 37CHM, 

fStM III.VIX, 3^^352 J,, 363837, 389S2S fu 014131604$ Qnm UltHI 

* Rajastnan 1 Ml lii aecepiiortCcmre.atiafMt House. Road. R Oeibi UOOOS Tei 3S3837 389525 rai 011 
382823 * CAIDUTIA Tel 279740 ' AHMIOABAO tel 4209S2 * SOMSAY lei 2835603 ’ MADRAS 111 8272093 
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Sharad Pawar launches 
the campaign for the 
Congress party’s 

make-or-break 

elections in 
Maharashtra 
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Winning With Technology 




MtvAT Ctmmn Luoncants 


Gives your car that 


advantage 


AiiK)rnotive engine tecnxiiogies ^ cori$tan9Y Thenndis 

towards srraMsr lNMc^ oeWer rwe pow^ but rev faster and ruo 

f>onet This puts I'riore snass on ne engine as wed as its Uncvi 

Keeping pace with these new technofog^s. Casiroi now nroduces 
Casvo* GTX Extra - a vastly superior muRigrade engine of meefl ng 
API SG specificanoris For ncreased resistance to tiermaiand wscosrty 
bceaKdown and belter protection Icr your car engne • CasroiGTXEjrira, 
with enhanced liquid engrieertng 

The speoaHy imported base cuts, seiecied aodrtive oaoage vk] 
ZOWrso vscomeircs ot Casirol GTX Extra give your en^ne the extra 
aOvaniage m Ihe dusty, hoi. Indian {tivng ccndiOortt 


Castm CTX EXTRA oHets. 

• Ejcc^ional engine protection and 
cl ea nllne a a 

« Longer engine lift 

• Smooth, noinim running 

** AeOuctd ei ttwhentng 

« IncreaoM misiance to thermal and 
viecoertv breakdown 

• ExcaHent resistance to tow lemperalure 

sludge formetion 

In stwi, CasM GTX Extra is tectxrvnended lor 
Extra ordffwy pertormance m ai irdiart 
and unponad cars 


Rv more irttvmat-^io and tree mouraMnsecfter 

wnl^fO 


Adv«ni»r^ S PA Uartagev 

Cnsfrol Indio Uiml^d 

Wniie HouM, 91 W«aiu«nwv AoM 
BmwMv 400 006 
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COVER STORV 

High stakes 

Sharad Pa war prepares 
for the most imponanl 
battle of his life—yet 


22 


U P l> A T 1: 

Pressure 

tactics 

The Pakistani iSI 
props up >ct another 
militant group to keep 
Kashmiron the boil 


24 
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SUNIW 

ASSASsSuTKM 



Still a mystery 

T he cover ^\<try xm Rajiv 
Crundhi's murder (Hie 
asMisMAOfUfn. K—14 
fanuary) was hoih infornu* 
(iveund wcll'wriiien There 
definitely M>mcthm||i; m the 
argil men 11 hat il wumioi Prub* 
h.ikaram the LTt'R chief, 
who had orckred ihe h*( m 


Raji> bus somebody else, 
wiih different iniemsis 
altogether. 

TTtc fuel (hat (he CTA has 
nevci wanted stability in (his 
suhconitneni eainoi be dis' 
puted. Il is in (he USA's inic* 
resis (hat political (enston is 
kepi alive in (his region, so 
(hai India cannot etmccniratc 
on developmental activities. 
If Rujiv Gandhi came hack 
to power, which was a 
certainty, this country might 
have embarked on the path 
of progress. As the article 
puinU'd out. the Anierrcuns 
were certainly more comlivt* 
able ss ith ittf Chandra Slvk* 
har government than they 
would ever be with tme head* 
cd by Rajiv. 

Sonia's anger ai the half* 
hearted appmochi^f ihc Nora* 
SI inha R jo gos em ment 
towards solving ibe Rajiv 
Gandhi murder cose and 



bringing (he guilly to book is 
undcrdondablc. Bui then. 

(he Prime Minisier. too, is in 
an iinenviaMc position — if 
he takes action against the 
bua'oucrats involved, he 
loses their support, and if he 
doesn't. Sonia will prt^bly 
see to it that fie d^ies not 
(cmain in power. 

Roo will have to get his 
priorities right and make up 
his mirtd as to who is the 
more dangerous (^>ponen(. 
MauAdhara atatvrya, Mew 
D»ihi 

S II Is sad lhai even three 
years after (he death of Rajiv 
Gandhi, we still do not kiM>w 
the real truth about who kill¬ 
ed him as also the details ot 
the plot. 

It is hul natural lor Sonia 
U) he ohscvMHl with the 
menHiry of her slam hus< 
harvd. She is also right in feel¬ 
ing that (he irogedycould 
have hocfi prevented hod the 
then govemineni given 
Hjjiv the security he soIkkJ- 
ly needed. And since Rajiv 
wa« too much of a gentleman 
loilemond it himself, the me* 
viiable happened — he was 
killed IfcenhatVP .Smgh. 
hy withdrawing the SPG 
cover from Rajiv, was indi* 
rcclly responsible for his 
dcalh. 

UtOtHffkns Nso<fy. Bombs f 
(ttohormbowf 


Nothing to IM 
gay about 

T his i& with reference to 
Vi r Sanghv V s column, 
fojcMm by another name 
(IS—24 December). 

Contrary to what the 
columnisi has said. I believe 
Uui homosexual ralaiions, 
more often (ham not, involve 
some son of coercion or 
threat and is very rvely by 
mutual consent ^ hoth the 
parties. Gay.s. who make tall 
claims of represemi ng a I ibe- 
ral socidy. actually satisfy 
their nee^ hy luring men 


with normal sexual instincts 
—' either by offering bribes 
or by (hrearening 
to expose sonK weakness of 
(he hapless man. 

It seems lo me that there is 
only one area which would 
benefit from an acceptance 
of gay relationships. It could 
possibly be an answer lo Indi¬ 
a's population problem. 

Sbsb Rots iMismmsd. 
JUgsrttfWtmPrsdssn) 



' A gay cougla: foreod 
I rolatfonaMp? 

' MTV shows th0 
I way 

T ^is has reference (o the 
interview, "MTT' i.i harm- 
' tes.^ and injormative'' (11 — 

' l?Decembert, 

TV enteminment has 
' been greatly enriched with 
' the introduction of MTV 
with iLs vibrant and colourful 
programmes that ore very 
popular widt the young 
people. In faci. the two hours 
of MTV programmes on 
Dourdarsban are anx)ng the 
best dished out by our domes¬ 
tic TV. 

There Is no denying (hat 
Doordarshan has ils limita¬ 
tions. possibly due to its 
poor infra.sirtjc(urc. It is also 
handicapped by bureaucratic 
red'tapism and has thus lost 
crrdilhlity and popularity. 
Nevertheless. Doordarshan, 












dcvpile dM itsdr<iwb«ick.s. has 
undiHibiedly don6 a coin- 
niendable joh by signing up 
MTV. 

I feel it quite useless for 
|>ixirdursKan lo launch aiK> 
iher channel, t)0\ in order 
to compete wiih the foreign 
TVcompanie.s. Instead, 
Mandi House would do far 
belter if it could enter into 
arrangemeiiis with interna* 
tional TV channels and 
revamp its programming. 
Moreover, it should be 
remembered that Doordar- 
shan has a reach that no fore* 
ign channel can ever hope 
10 surpass. 

SunMBsftfmfm, CstcutU 


Manor 

principle 

I wholelicartedly agree 
with you In your choice of 
T. N Seshan as the Man nf 
the Year {25 — 5 J Decem¬ 
ber) His achievements dur¬ 
ing the past one year are truly 
commendable. 

It may not be povsibk for 
a single individual lo wipe 
ou I corrupt i on cumpi eicl y 
from this country, but 
Seshan has certainly taken 
bold initiatives to check mal* 
practices. Even this mquires 
a measure of courage and 


An MTV 


integrity. 

ITic anick quoted many 
eminent persunatities and 
p^UKis ions w ho have cither 
praised or abused Seshan for 
h i s ideas and h i ^ style of func< 
tioning. It made me happy to 
read that the chief election 
cftmmissloner's only reply 
to such observations was 
that he was simply doing his 
job. Here is a man of prin¬ 
ciple who con be i ndiffcrcni 
i<»bot h prai se and critic i sm. 
India today is in dire need of 
his breed of men. 

Ar^emfrii A AUftkar. Bombay 
{MaAoraaAtra) 



For the record 


T hank you fur the write-up 
on the Shillong Records 
Colleci ion Centre < For 
keep'iUike,25 —Jl Decem¬ 
ber). In this regard I would 
like to poi ni ou l my age has 
been erroneously mentioned 
as 76.1 am actually 64 yean 
old. 

UO.SnwMi. Shillong 

(Moghalaya) 


Time to act 


T he pRsent crisis in the 
Congress party is a self- 
created one (Cri«.t, I —7 
January), Althou^ the 
prime Minister tried his best 
to tide over the bad limes 
whh a diplofiuiic approach, 
he IncumKl the wrath of 
master schemers like Aijun 
Singh. 

It appears that there is a 
|4o( being hatched to oust 
Rao ftom power, and (he 
likes of Arjun Singh. Sharad 
Pawar and M.L. Foiedar are 
the brains behind it. The Rao 
government has also provid¬ 
ed them with arrqile opportu¬ 
nities in strengthen their posi¬ 
tion. Lending support to the 
Mulayam Singh regime in 


UtUr Pradesh was ti blunder, 
as w'us the dilly dallying 
over the removal of Maimed' 
mimsiers like Kalpnulh Rai 



hMm 


Itoo: M room for 


undB Shankaranand from 
the Cabinet. 

It is opto R ao hi rmelf now 
to stem the rot that is spread¬ 
ing fast within his party. If he 
is unable lo do so. both his 
and his party's political futu¬ 
re will be in jeopardy. Let us 
liope the erudite PM finds a 
way out of his problems. 

U.S. Iyer. Bengnhfe 
(JCsmatafee; 














ter for him and hi s pany and< 
of course, the nation at targe. 
And this is (be feeting of 
someorte like (he author who 
too believes that India needs 
Rao, 

C. Suntta Baddy. Cuddapah 
(Aftdhfa Prwdaatif 


T fiis IS with reference to 
ihc article about the navy 
entiUedi Time un hana new 
course (U —17 December). 

If a young man with an 
englnecriog degree joins the 
railways, he can aspire (o 
becorne the churman of the 
Rajlway Board with a basic 
pay of Rs 9.000. If the same 
young man joins the air force 
as a technical officer, he 
could become a commartder' 
in*chief with a basic pay of 
Rs 8.000. In the army luo. an 
officer belonging to the 
Corps of [Engineers can hope 
to b^ome the commander* 

I n 'Ch ief of an operati unol 
command. 

In the navy, however, a 
young engineer, on reaching 
(he top post, though known 
by (he grand'Soundirtg appe* 
lation of vice admiral, drows 
a bask salary of only Rs 
7.600. This anomaly needs 
(o be correcied. and fast, if 
(he just grievance of navy 
men is (o be redressed. 
BmeAdminiPM Qour. AVSM 
(Batd), HOtOA (Uttf Pndmh) 


T his IS with reference lo 
the news clipping on the 
Royal Bengal tiger (11 — 17 
December). The uiiclc 
begins fay posing a question. 
"Will (he famous Royal 
Bengal tiger have the same 
t ale as (he dodo and the duck* 
billed platypus?" 

But the fuel is ihut while 
the dodo is truly eatinct. why 
did you pui (he platypus also 
i n ilW e X line I c ategoiy ? 
Please don't kl 11 off thi s 
most unusual mammal! The 
platypus is very much alive 
and doing rather well now, 
(hanks to the 19(X) ordinance 
prohibiting its killing. 

TbCNC liiiie iithiis make 
great reading, bur it would be 
better if you check the facts. 

1 am sure that this error about 
the duck • hi I led plaiypu s will 
cause great concern among 
animal lovers. 

Wr1$h Kham. Bombay. 

(HaAaraaAiri) 


ageing K. Vijaya Bhaskora 
Reddy and his rel usaJ to 
back Dr Y.S. Rajasekhar 
Reddy, the only charismatic 
leader in the Congrts s who 
cuuM have neutralised 
NTR’s influence to some 
extern. Mm lobe the rea* 
sons behind the party Vs 
debKlc. I( is surprising that 
most journalises have over* 
looked this impunoni point. 

The sooner Rao ini u scs 
some young blood and dyna 
mism in the furiy and rids 
himselfof his cotenc ufdod 
dering old has-beens, the bci 


Oetrfdoftira 
old boys’ club 


D espite VirSanghvi's 
excellent defence of 
Namsimha Roo in hi$ 
column, fndia needs Boo 
(25 — 31 December), ii must 
be acknowledged (hai the 
Pri rne Min i sier has to 
shoulder most of the hi ame 
for (he bumi i laiing defeat of 
hi$ party in (he south, especi* 
ally in Andhra Pradesh. 
Rao's unflinching trust in 


T he interview with former 
cabinet secretary Zafar 
Saiful! ah {Rai showed no 
urgency lo import. 25 — 31 
December) was an elaborate 
white* wash job, 

Zafar Smfullah should 
have been dismissed by Rao 
after the interview he gave to 
a Saudi Arabian paper. Sai* 
fullah's argument that the 
Arab reponer had to write an 
^logy for the disclosure 
and was punished with a 
deduction of 15 days*wages. 
i< lo me a rea] Joke 

I feel thoi Saifulloh is a 
man who cannot be trusted, 
for he is openly critical of his 
own government, llisi too. 
he chose a foreign reporter to 
open his head to. whkh is 
certainly a criminal offence. 
A.6ftoah. TataafUSA) 


S L'vt>AY deserve.^ a round 
of applause for publish* 
ing IftdcrMaJhoira’s TTir/^ry* 
tng Mome (18 — 24 Dcccm- 
her).' It has given a 
totally new and logical angle 
to the >py ring that was 
unc.iTilicd ill ISRO. 

.\v your stor\* rightly put 
u, (he CIA and the I SI have a 
long ax'ont nf co-operation 
und now wIrUthe USA's pro¬ 
clamation of ultimately eli¬ 
minating India's nuclear pro¬ 
grammes, it seems certain 
(hat Uncle Sam's long 
shadow had been clouding 
ihe aforesaid spy ring. 

£.J. Ultra. BydaribadiAndbra 
Rradaan) 
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SIGHT AND SOUND 



growth ««. K) ny (be lent 
mi&ksding. 

Haaoshsn Singh 
SufiJETT. CPim) taneni 

s^rtiafy. 
economic refotyns 

■ I dread a great many 
things. But even imaglniQg 
that India would tthae nae 
an ocdinary. viiitiDg visa 
was not one of those thinga. 

TasumaNasozn. 

cotUfvvtrsioi 
Bangiadeshi writer, on 
India's reftsai to give her a 
visa 

■ Ifibejudidaryis 
allowed (o go the way of 
the other in&tltuiiont we 
will have nothing leh Id 
our country. 

M.N. VrSKATACHALUAM. 
former Chief Jnstice of the 
Supreme Court, arguing 
for r^orms m the judKiary 

■ I think d)e aodieace was 
very toler^t of us. T>iey 


overtooked our 
weaknesses^ they gave us 
tiiM to polish our acts. 
Today’s aciMs have to hit 
the bi^r a eye at the first go 
or dtey're sidelined. 

AmTTABH B ACHCKAN^im 
actor, on audience 
perceptions then and now 

Every heroine has some 
problen or dw other with * 
her heroes. But only mine 
become national ddune^. 

RAVEENATANOON^/m Star 


V.R SiKGHyomcr PM. an 
his rp.iignarion fmm the 
Janata Dai 


■ Business and labour 
have a hisiory of Mner 
non^cooperatloo v^icb 
must be correcied if West 
Bengal is to move forward. 


jYon Basu. West Bengal 
CM 


■ It is an irony that Mr 
JyoG Basu. who has 
consciously eocounged 
indiscipline among s(4e 
government en^loyenall 
years, is now talking 
of work culture to attract 
investments. 


M usu ManohasJoshi 
former BJP president 


■ If (he i^Tkial concept of 
growth is intended to 
beoeft only the up^ 15 
per cent Mour sodery and 
the muJiinaiional 
compantea, then die 
figures being trotted about 


■ ItisuptoNarasirDha 
Rao CO decide whether he 

would like to remain the 
PM or the Congress chief. 

ArJI'N &NGH./'?rwr 
Onion minister. reiterounK 
his demand for 
'one-man-one-post' in the 
Congress 

■ My exit from the Dalis 
no sacrifice. I am doing it 
for my own pleasure. 1 will 
not be a part of shy 
political parry for the next 
five years. 














RUDRANGSHU MUKHERJEE 


CAPITAL 
GAIN 

Marxist chief minister Jyoti Basu tailors 
party policies to bring about an industrial 
revolution in West Bengal 



'What's Etyort talkina obous?” Figtft 

whispered to Pttoh. 

"i dim't know ." said Pooh rasher 
dolefully. 

7 thought this was youtparry. “ 

’7 thiMyiht it was once. But / suppose it 
isn't." 

— A.A. Milne. Winnie the Pooh 

Recent events in 
West Bengal heve 
an eerie similahty 
wiih the epics of 
chivalry: a 
in distress being 
rescued by a gall* 
ani knight on a 
' while charger. For 
' damsel read the 
economy of West Bengal, the gallant 
knight is an awesome youth of four 
score and a few yean; and instead of a 
white dtarget, there is Ihe cri^p white 
dhoti and kurta. Bui there are no dilTeren* 
ces in the passion, in the heroism and the 
fanfare. Mr/yoti Basu. the Marxist chief 
minister of West Bengal, is as earnest in 
his self-appointed task as any knlghi of 
medieval legend. 

If the evocation of the feudal amhien> 
ce sits uneasily with a Man i st chief min i- 
ster. jt is less anomalous than the sight of 
Mr Basu rublnng shoulders with interna¬ 
tional and national c^iiialisis. Mr Baso 
has invested a lifetime in Ihe Commun¬ 
ist Party; he has now decided, at an age 
when molt politicians retire to the arm¬ 
chair to write their memoirs, to try and 
convince industrialists that West Bengal 
is u good a place as any in invest iheir 
capiial. This sudden fhcnddiip with 
capitalists represents a complete voire 


face on the pert of Marxists. 

Mr 8asu‘s explanaiion for the luma 
round avoids all ideological 4)ucstion.s. 
His argument is that West Bengal is not 
a sovereign state. It is a part of the Indian 
Republic. Therefore, ii has lo suffer the 
polrcie.s which Ihe ceniral government 
in Delhi imposes. If West Bengal is to 
survive and prosper, it cannot remain 
out of luoc with national policies. 

Therefore, despite disagrcentenis and 
disapprovals of the new liberal econo¬ 
mic regime. Mr Basu is farced to accept 
and function wiihin the policy para¬ 
meters worked out by Delhi. Mr B&m 
thus explains the 3^ degree turn in 
terms of shcerexpcdiency. It is a necessa¬ 
ry and an unpalatable evil which has to 
bt used to the best povstWe advantage 
for West Bengal. 

There is a degree of so|^istry in Mr 
Basu's explanation. BefOTe Mr P.V. 
Namsimha Rao and Mr Mannx^ian 
Singh inaugurated Ihe era of liberalisa¬ 
tion. the Indian economy was governed 
on the principles of socialism where the 
public sector was suppoMd to be the 
pace-setter fur industrialisrekm. The 
Marxists had (to fundamental objections 
to that poliev. Yek within that pcrfky 
structure. West Bengal registered noeco- 
nomic progress. 

Ind^d. the state under 17 years oTleR 
rule and under Ihe dispensation of social¬ 
ist planning failed to preserve its 
industrial bw. There was an imdenia- 
Me industrial decline: no new invest¬ 
ments and a closure or a scilirig down of 
existing production units. That the 
change of altitudes and policy is not a 
mere function of centre-stale relations ii 
indicated by the fact that even a few 
months ago. (he Communist Party of 



dyori liM (left) «t thg CH summit In 
CMcutli: her ftiding « new ma 

India (Marxist) was a strident critic ol 
the new economic policy. Today, it Is 
the movt vocal upfv'ildcr. 

JB longer historical pcrspcclivc provi- 
f%des a better ground for understand¬ 
ing the left's shift. The flight of capital 
from West Bengal wa.s a direct consequ¬ 
ence of labour mjliiancy and political 
instability which accompanied the Icli- 
dominate United Front's accession ui 
power in 1967 

The United Front governments of 
1967 and 1969 were the first non- 
Congress governments in West Bengal. 
There was tremendous pr^lar support 
and jubilation. The defcai of the Con¬ 
gress was greeted by left supporters as a 
kind of revolution. Egged on by this, 
workers and trade unions controlled by 
communists turned more \ocal and mili¬ 
tant in the assertion of their rights. 

The upshot was the notorious 
gheraos of factMies and management. 
Life in the state was also disnipted by 
frequent bandhs, agitaiion.s and demon- 
siralions. This instability could hardly 
be conducive to inve»tfnen( and produc¬ 
tion. CapiialisU sought paMures 
elsewhere. 

in the late Sixties and early .Severnies, 
there was alsti an unprccedcnt- 
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minisierof Wcsi lkf|:ul. Mr J>oi» 
wanted lo dtmn in ihi* hhUiry htH'k* 
g't ihc stale's ffliM suuessl>t] cha'lnum* 
sier. Instead, he ran ihc risk td 
remeinhered us ihi* ps rvnt nsIki pu'sijed 
ovei ihc nmi <»f West LWnjzal 

Tr>n'vcrse this silualion. he used his 
fomndable clout in the j^urly to hnn^ 
ab(HJi a change in attitudes. Yesterday's 
enemies of capital hccuinc uiincirrow's 
collahnnu>rs. * 

To slo this. Mr Uasu moved outside 
the party hierarchy and chi>sc Mr Som* 
luih ('Kiittcr^ as hi s c up-hcarer U ndc r 
ihcii joint stewardship they have 
hn)ughi abt)ut a change in the economic 
clinwle. There has been a NhisI in invev 
uircimndcnce. foreign and liulianctmt* 
panics arc lookiAg at West Bctigal us a 
viaMc and u lucrative siHirce ot invest* 
menl and protU. 

Mr Bttsu's work has imiy begun. An 
ccunuinic change of the inugniiiulc lie 
has conieinplaied c uiuh)I lake place in a 
helljar. U is incviiuhly rchitcil Man over* 


ed escalation of violence 
in West Bengal. This wa> 
u product of the move* 
menl luuiiched by Mac^ 

I Sts wia> broke away from 
the CPKMj. The Maoists 
Naxalitcs, ns (hey 
euinc to be known — 
made a c ul (of the bomb. They wan ted to 
bring Kvoluiion ihrou^ icmir. A move¬ 
ment originally inspired by a peasant 
rebellion degenerated into (Ik culled (he 
bomb. 

This was only one aspect ofthe violen* 
cc. Police repression against Naxaliies, 
often taking the form of open encoun¬ 
ters. and armed conflicts between politi¬ 
cal opponents made up other parts of the 
picture. Violence is like cold water on 
i nvestor cunfidence. 

The violence was responsible partial¬ 
ly for the defeat of the left in the early 
^ventics. The left returned lu power 
after the Emergency in 1977 and since 
then has remained in power. The streng¬ 
th of the left has been the rural world, 
where they have made themselves 
virtually unassailable by controlling pan* 
chayats and through land reforms, 
which have given lo peasants land and 
dignity. 

Their position in urban areas has been 
sotnewhu vulnerable. The trade unions 
have been docile compared to the turbul¬ 
ent late Sixties. But (here has been no 


For Jyoti Bow's economic renaissance to Moom it will be 
necessaiy to chaiqte the work culture and also to abandon the 
attitude that the CPI (MJ must control every single institution 


improvement in the work cihic. 

There was pcui'e. there wa.s a stable 
govern menl and there was a pool of skill • 
ed and cheap labour force to draw from 
hut even these favourable factors did rKK 
attract industrialists. New invesiois 
were aware of the hindrances prevailing. 
There was buitaucmic obstructionism. 
There was the muscle power of kval 
communist cadres who demanded jobs 
ftK (he boys. There were fcar^ about a 
labour force which had been lulled into 
thinking that they had only wages to col¬ 
lect. no duties lo perform. Industnalisis 
were also justifiably apprehensive of a 
govemrrteni whkh wa.s ideologically 
against capitalism. As a consa|ucnce. 
West R«ngal was starved of capital. 

T his starvation incviiahly meant the 
absence of economic development. 
West Bengal lagged behind while stales 
like Moharashira. Gujarat and KarnaU- 
ka raced ahead with induvirialisation 
and after 1991. in ^«cunng foreign 
investment. This need not have irked 
anybody barring the faci that the chief 


all cultural IrauslormHiioii h'or Mr 
Ba.su's ccomimrc reiiuissancc to bliNiin 
It will be ncccssafy to change the work 
culture and iilsoioahaiidi>n (he moiuilc 
— iIk* hallmark of C'PUMi rule — Oui 
the party mu^t control every single iiisii* 
Mum and appomtiiiciK. Mr Basu may 
well i1nd this to be much more dilTiculi 
than w<M>ing cupiiulists Mr Basu* s' 
dTorts at reshaping West Bengarshisuv 
ry might be trammelled by the past he 
aiKl his party made. 

West Bengal's Marxist chief minisicr 
may do well to rcriKmibcr that luiisous 
passage frorr Marx which Comrade 
Basu in bis salad Jays in Tugland might 
have heard Irom Rajani Palme Dutt or 
Poliii' * Mcrinuilelhcirown hisio* 
ry. hill I hey Jo mn make it juv( us ihcy 
please, (hey do in >1 make 1 1 ii n Jer ci rc ui n- 
stances clKisen by themselves, hut under 
circumstances directly encountered. gi\ • 
en and iransmittcd frmn the past. The 
tradition of nil the dead gencratitins 
weighs like a nightmare on ihe oimds of 
the living.* A t»itlc against one's own 
paxi i$a difliculi one to win. • 
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At a meeting in 
Delhi* Ashok 
Singhal played the 
old 

Mathura*Kashi* 
Ayodhya card again 
in a speech 
peppered with 
reference to the 
forthcoming 
elections. "Don’t 
vote for 

individuals. Vote 
forHindutva/'he 
exhorted 


The price of inertia 



The Centre let the ban on the VHP expire last month. With polls round the 

corner, can it reimpose it now? 


the Vi^hwa Hindu Parishad 
(VHP), il was a rather jiuubpi' 
cjou» return lo "openness”, 
liven the combined might of 
heavyweights like Ashok 
SinghaJ. Acharya Giriraj Kjshore and 
even Sadhvj Rithambara to celebrate the 
CRpiry of the two-year ban on the organi¬ 
sation could not ensure a packed bouse. 

The 10th of December hud come and 
gone. And, the Centre had failed to 

Klreich the ban imposed four days after 
the demoliuon ol (he Babri Masjid in 
1991 The VHP, cither hy acctdenl or 
design, was an open organisation again, 
Sure, there was cau*ie for cheer. Bui 
niH everyone thought so> not even a 
month alter the end of the ban. Instead of 
ihe normally iriumphani cries of “Jui 
Shri Ham" of "Har Har \fuhialfv". there 
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was jusi an indifferent raising of hands 
by a gaggle of sloganeen herded lo the 
rally site in buses. 

All the trappings of fesdviiy — files 
of women in their Sunday beal with 
earthen pots and singing Majans. the ela* 
hente rung 4 >!i at the doorstep and even 
the photograph of the proposed Ram 
tem^e at Ayodhya — could not temper 
ks mediocrity. 

The reason for this lack of enthusiasm 
was not far loi^ek. There was no cause 
to celebrate the VHP's return to (he sta¬ 
tus of an irfTkial. legal organisation, 
because il had never ceased functioning 
as one. 

The two yean of Ihe ban saw the V HP 
operating from iis offices just as before: 
press releases on Paridiad letterheads 
flooded newspaper offices, and its 


leaders, including Singhal and Giriraj 
KIshure. openly addressed press meets. 
And, in a flagrant violation i>f rules, the 
Pari shad even organised two dfuifxim 
swiiods in Delhi and Haridwar. 

The Centre, which had banned dte 
organisation with such fanfare iwo years 
ago. looked the other way. And if kept 
on looking the other way on 9 Decem¬ 
ber. 1994, when the rwo-year-old ban 
expired. 

Thoroughly in keeping with the Rao 
government's procra.s(mating tenden¬ 
cies, (he extension failed to come about 
in time. It was not as if the government 
did not mean to extend the ban. It was 
just that the announcement came late. 

"It should be announced in the next 
week or ho, said an offici al poi nti ng out 
that the exercise would involve a lot of 
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nupcTwork including pcTusul ol records 
vluiing to ihc orgiinisution's ociivUics 
ivcr the \'4si two ycar^. 3naly*os or Male' 
inenishy various Icudeo^ and the appoint' 
men: of a inhimul. I)ui rmrM intponani. a 
noi location w<iuld have lu he issued 
jgain. 

The LJnitxi Cnhinci has reportedly 
okayed ihe extension. The home nuDis* 
iry has held several meelings on the 
issue and has passed it on to ihe taw min' 
$ir> for necessary legal details. 

Why was not (his routi¬ 
ne exercise carried out 
earlier? TTw answer is: 
inefficiency and rank had 
planning. The officials 
could not complete their 
normal chores in lime 
and the government fait' 
cd to anticipate the reper- 
cussiuns of its 
dilatoriness. 

B y not acting on it. the 
government may 
have asked for more 
trouble than it is ready to 
handle at the moment. 


The polls are just round the corner and 
its inactiim could alienate both Hirtdus 
and Muslims^ Hindus because there is 
every likelihood that the ban will be 
extended and Muslims because it took 
so long to implement it. 

The govenimem. thus, finds itself an a 
trap ofUs own making A lawyer tried to 
put (he matter in perspective ^Things 
are gMng io be moK difTiculi than anyo' 
ne imagines. First, the government will 
have to come up with a fresh list of char¬ 
ges against tlw banned organisation. 
Secoridly. when it docs, it will also have 
to explain why it hadn't enforced the 
ban effectively the first time round. 
After all. Singhs and company have 
been reiterating the same aiui'Mushm 
plank over Ihe last two years as wel I,' 

And. precedence has at least laughi 
this government that being lax in draft¬ 
ing noiificatioos does not pay — even 
when the provocation is as strong as the 
Babn Mavjid being demolished. Certain 
formalities jusi have to be completed 

The ban orders on the ftSS (Rashtriya 
Swayantsevak Sangh) vtd the Bajrang 
Dal were struck down by the Justice 
P.K. Bahri tribunal in June 1993 praise- 
ly because the government had slipped 
up in drafting the notification. Accord¬ 
ing to the I Unlawful Activities (Preven¬ 
tion) Act of l%7. the ban notificaikm 
must .specify the grounds on which it is 
issued. 

The Centre did not fulfil even this 
basK requirement. While the VHP nuti- 
ficaiion mentioned incendiary state¬ 
ments by Vishnu Hari Dalmia. Ashok 
Singhal. Vijayaraje Scindia and Ciriraj 
Kishore. (he other two did not. 

Withoul giving details of what the 


tictfi had been , 

The judge coneftM (ha Centre 
didn’t have sufficient reasons to ban ds | 
RSS and the Ba^rang Dal. and the orguni^ j 
sations were dttlarcd lawful once again. 

T he carelessness in suhsianiiating 
charges even i n ihc wake of a calam ii - 
oua event like ihc demolition was unfor¬ 
givable. And Nara.simha Rao\ men 
would do well not to repeat (he same 
mistake. 

At his first meeting in Delhi. Smghal 
dared the govern meni to reimpose the 
ban. There is no charge-shccl against us 
this lime, and if Ihe government dares to 
ban us. then we will go locach villugc in 
MahanLshira and Gujarat and tell the 
people that 800 million Hindus are 
being sup^ssed lo appease a few 
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tion) Act of l%7. Ihe ban notificaikm Bflbrl MBSJMI hSS tlw VHP S 
must .specify the grounds on which it is fQggottBlI? 

issued. 

The Centre did not fulfil even this Muslims." he thundered. 
basK requirement. While the VHP nuti- Ready for another ban. Singhal also 
ficaiioA mentioned incendiary state- announced a seberrw bi prepare an elite 
ments by Vishnu Hari Dalmia. Ashok Hindu team of 10,000 missionaries to 
Singhal. Vijayara)e Scindia and Ciriraj “spread (he message of Kindutva all 
Kishore. (he other two did not. over the world". 

Withoul giving details of what the The old Mathun-Kabhi-Ayodhya 
RSS had been doing, for instance, the card was played again, of cour». in a 
notificadon only mferred to (he "impuia- speech peppered with reference to (he 
(ions and assertions'' (hai the organise- forthcoming elections. "Don't vote 

for individuals. Vote for 

Kindutva, " he exhorted 

(he crowd. 

In keeping «th I' 

the Rao actions have only given 

this kind of inflammatory 

government s 

prOCraStinatiOD, macy. it didn't du anyth- 

me cxiension oi oegamsa- 

the ban failed to Oon was banned 

comeaDouiin ,he 

time 



consequences. 
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2 Company promoted by Mr RQjorRohi(Q(o rut esnle 
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InveslTTWitsUd. FI dnidVtiCo Dumont 

(FLS) ond iha Muslnaltutlon Fund tv OMtQptng 
CouitTtu. Dumort. TecMogyudcommocn^^ 
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A. Internal fo rhe Compony 
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impiemeniotion of the project resuIng nio ovenw 
svould adversely oflect the costof the prefect Ho««ver, 
osondote theCorrvonydoesnoftorManyMoy 
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leqiji laments wilhbonits 
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to tie extent of USS 30m I.e. Rs 94.5 crores 
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mH hove 0 beoring on tie rupee cost of tie project and 
preAttNiy 

4. Inwters moynoietidhsingon tour stock erehor^ 

doufWtfMce s eorlY ensure MqutdHy 

uAMAGaiefrs mcmon of risk factors 

A.1 The preyed lum Is well experienced in ssfltng up 
various cemeni projects In tie county Moreover, o 
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cAlv prejid hos bean rnode which in tie cpinion of tie 
rranagernert is odequoie to meat costovemn. II ony. 
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pQSSibllias of cost overrun. 
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SEVEN 


Vhuugh both ^ court and ihe CBI arc 
I rduamg tu publish the content of 
the report, Sunday has leami that the 
investigating agency has been able to 
unearth sufficient evidence to not only 
prove (hat rape was actually committed, 
but Jlhas aJsAbeen able to fix rc9pon»ihl* 
lily on cenain distnet police and civil 
ofTicials. Of the seven victims, hvo were 
believed to be young, unmarried girls 
whik the rest Nvere in the 2D'30 yean 
age group. 

According to the finding, one ol the 
victims was allegedly gang-raped by at 
lew three policemen iiuide an abandon- 
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WERE RAPED 


A CBI repi^Xonfipns 
police atrocities on • 
Uttarakhand activists 
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WHAT THE 
CB> FOUND 


■ Seven women 
were raped ^ Uttar 
Pradesh policemen 
at RampurTiraha 

■ Fourteen persons 
were killed in the 
police firing on the 
Uttarakharnf 
ectrvista 

■ The highest 
authorities in the 
state government 
had actively 
encouraged the 
police action against 
the agitation ists 

■ No punitive action 
was taken against 
officials directly 
responsible 


ed bus. Appiireml). the $ir\^ who was in|sai Mu/7afamagar. 
hiding under a seat even after other men According to the CDI repun. there is 
and women hud ped. w^ls di.scovered by sufficient evkknee to suggest that 
the rampaging poheemen who went Insi* irntruciiuns were issued from the high- 
de the bus to pilfer the leftover esi levels in the UP government to disaU 
belongings. Ihe unlucky girl ihcrenfWr low the Unarakhand activists from 
fell prey to the policemen’s lust, reaching New Delhi. It i% possible that 

ed into the near-by sugar **•*•!*• Slsgfc TSdtV. MOVS MSiaSraS|S 

fields and raped. 

The report also confir¬ 
med molesUMiun of seve- 
rai other women and kill¬ 
ing of 14 people in the 
police firing. The death 
toll in fact cuntradkts (he 
slate government’s claim 
that only five persons had 
fallen lo^ pulice^buJIm. 

the circumstances lead- 

ing to the rape and kill- .i” * ■ i — _ 




the district police and civil officials and 
die range deputy inspector general of 
police (DIG) went oveiboard in trying to 
prevent the Uitarakhandis fnmi proceed' 
mg towards the capital. 

The report has spoken about the 
impregnable wall of armed policemen 
put up by the disthet administration at 
RampurTiraha. Apparently, the district 
magistrate, (he superintendent of police 
and the DIG were personally present on 
the spot to supervise the operation. The 
CBI has found ample evidence that the 
blockade was not meant for checking 
the pcrmiis of the vehicles a« claimed by 
the government. 

A ccording to legal experts, prevent¬ 
ing people from proceeding towar¬ 
ds Delhi in the manner it was done 
amounted to 'wrongfu: conflnemeni". 
which is a cognisable offence under Sec¬ 
tion M2 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 
Since the aciivi&ts had been granted a for¬ 
mal permission to stage a demonstration 
in New Delhi, no one bad any bu.siness 
to stop dKm on the way. lawyers have 
pwnt^ out. 

The investigating agency has also tak¬ 
en objection to the fact that none of the 
guilty officials were punished by the 
Slate government. Not only were the dis- 
uici magi siraie. the SP and the DIG spar¬ 
ed of any punitive action, they were also 
not transferred. Ii was only after the CBI 
submitted its report to the High Court 
that Mulayam Singh shifted litt district 
magistrate. A.K. Singh. The DIG. Bua 
Singh, reportedly close to the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) leader Mayawati, 
has in fact. Ixcn rewarded with an equal¬ 
ly prized job: he ha.< been made the DIG 
of Gorakhpur range. 

The CBI has now demanded in the 
court that all the three officials directly 
reponsible for the Muzzafamagar inci¬ 
dent be suspended for allegedly tamper¬ 
ing with the evidence. The larger ques¬ 
tion now is: would the chief minister be 
able to absolve huoself of the ultimate 
responsibility? The chief minister is kee¬ 
ping his fingers crossed since the report 
could well be used to dismiss the state 
government and impose President's 
Rule in Uttar Pradesh • 
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An open letter to an old acquaintance 


Dear Bena/ir. 

$o, you've closed 
down what U5cd to 
^ vinuttUy your 
only window on 

When I arrived m 
\ Karachi, in Decem- 
I — ■ • her to earn- 

hlish the first'Cver Indian convulaic* 
gcnerul in your ciiy, you were away in 
IslamahHd — sufTcring the nun^hing 


January 1979. the case was in the Supre¬ 
me Court. That was a court not packed 
or skewed in quite the same way as the 
High Court. There were at least two 
judges in it —• iusikt Dorah Paiel and 
Justice Fakhruddin Ebrahim — who 
could be relied M to show the courage ol 
an independent mind. An odds-on bet 
could be laid on a few otherv too. 

Your father wisely changed tanks. 
Instead of ihe contemptuous silence he 
had maintained through ihe High Ctnirt 
proccoJings. he stood up before the 


trauma of awaiting the murder of your Supreme Court and. declaring his faith 
father by the man he had named chief of in iheir judicial impartiality, argued his 
army staff. The memory of that still ownease before them with his cusioma 
sends tremors down my spine. ry eloquence. To no avail He was prt)* 

You knew it was going 
U) happen. You must 
have prayed it would not. 

Bui in your heart you 
musl have known, 
yotir father undoubtedly 
knew* ihai he had been 
grasped in his swum ene¬ 
my's fisl. Only a miracle, 
nothing short of Ihc inter* 
veniion of Allah*Tallah. 
could save him. 

The case was coming 
lo an end in the l,ahore 
High Court. It was a 
kangaroo court. The 
Chici Justice was com- 
mitted to finding your 
father guilty whatever ihc 
evidence. Your father 
decided to not offer any 
defence before a court 
wh ich bad dcci ded in adv • 
ance to take no cogni.sarb 
cc of any defence. 

It was a brave decision 
to make. It was also a pru¬ 
dent decision — the pres* 
sure of public opinion 
and the pressure of world 
govcmmcnis, not Judicial 
rectitude, were the inly 
mundane forces that 
could rescue him. 

By the month follow* 

my airivaJ, ••ftiVtctoufugdown wtutuaudtubu hue window 


nounced guilty. Arkd the death sentence 
stood conftrmed 

AN INTCIINATIONAL outcry fol¬ 
lowed. Zia dismissed the caterwauling 
as the special pleading of a "trade union 
of politicians". My ambassador sneered 
ai Ih i s as empi y bravado. 1 was not sure. 1 
could sec no sign of any restivencss in 
the streets The pet^e of India seemed 
more distressed than the people of 
Karachi. 

And this was passing strange because 
no single PaJeistani poliiicijn had done 
more humi to India than your father. He 
had unlcushed four wars on us: the inva¬ 
sion of Ihc Raiin of Kuich in April 1V6.5; 

Operation Gihrut- 
Uir m the Kashmir Valley 
in August l%5 (his 
monumental Hop): rbc 
drive lo Akhour (Scpicm* 
her l%5); and tht*. ultuck 
across the iniemalioiiaJ 
frontier on 3 December, 
1971. which led. a mere 
13 days later, lo General 
Niar.i's humiliating sur¬ 
render, along with close 
on a lakh of P^istani 
K» General Aurora 
in Dacca (as it was then 
spelt). 

No single Pakistani 
had caused as many Indi¬ 
ans (o be kil.ed as your 
father. Indeed, no single 
Pakistani had caused as 
many Pakistani s to be ki li¬ 
ed as your father. His car¬ 
eer was a career of 
hatreds. Ke was the 
master of stoking 
hatreds. He was the great* 
eni cause of these hatreds 
He was tbe greatest bene¬ 
ficiary of these hatreds. 
And it really did not mat¬ 
ter to him that thousands 
were killed, lakhs render¬ 
ed broken-hearted and 
millions rendered home- 
to tbu world — provided only that 












hi f> career was advanced. 

Indeed, when litile Lai Bahadur 
Shasih ripoued lo the Paksscani aggres¬ 
sion on Akhnur wiih a (win (hrusi across 
the intemadonal border towards Sialkol 
and Lahore, and neither (he Chinese nor 
(he Anglo-Americans .came to your 
country's rescue, the whole world 
knr)w& that your father broke down in 
Cabinet and sobbed that his political 
"career" was finished. So single •minded 
was he in the advancement of himself 
(hat it was not the desirvction of hiscoun- 
try but the destruction of his ’career” 
that brought tears to his eyes. 

It was the people on whom he had 
visited so much misery — the people of 
India as much as his own people—upon 
whom be relied to rescue him from the 
gallows. 

THE PCOPl£ of India 
wholly forgot his many 
and terrible depredations 
against them. In no other 
country of the wtirld was 
the condemnuuon of your 
father's execution more 
impassioned than in 
lixlin. Hud the reaction of 
the Pakistani people been 
a tithe as impassioned, a 
mob would have ransack¬ 
ed the Rawalpindi jail to 
pull your father from (he 
jaws of death by Judicial 
process. As it turned out. 
noi a chnoha stirred. 

Tara Masih. the aJeoho- 
He hangman, was called 
in. And your father's 
inert body dangled in the 
gallows. 

Like crores of my fellow-Indians, 1 
was horriiled. I remember that evening 
cradling my five-year-old daughter in 
my arm.t and reflecting (hiU this is how 
your father must have cradled you as (he 
newi; came in. when you were exactly 
Ihc same five years old. of Ayub having 
inducted him into (he Cabinet. Your 
father was the only man J had ever hated. 
Ye(, I cried for him—and. perhaps even 
more, for you. 

It was nalural, therefore, ihai. at the 
worst time of her life, your mother. 
Begum Nusrai Bhutto, should have 
found a fast amd trusted friend in her 
neighbours — us. my wife Suneet and 
me. We did not get to sec so much i>f you 
then because Zia was keeping you iiwv- 
ceraled in Lark ana much of the time. 


MneavB 


But while (he Pakistani establishment 
ostracised you and your family, and 
most Pakistanis were tmified of being 
seen in her presence, your mother was 
an honoured guest in Uic very India 
House which you have now chK^. 

HOW WOULD you have reacted if Zia 
bad closed us down when we were your 


When the death sentence was 
pronounced on Zulfikar All 
Bhutto I below right), the 
people of India seemed more 
distressed than the people of 


characterising as n oe.st of spies the only 
diplomatic mission India has ever open¬ 
ed for purely huinanitarian purposes, i 
know. 1 was that humantiarian. And 
your family was among those to whom 
we tried (o show our humanity, 

Not that Zia did not have reason to sus- 
peel our credentials. There wax a young 
man calling himself "Shaheed" who 
would telephone me from time to lime. I 
refused to give him an appoinimeiu 
because he would not disck>se the pur¬ 
pose for which he w i shed u > see me. 

One day — I remember the day well 
because SVC were on hoi iday, i t be ing i he 
Quaid-c-Azam's birth anniversary. 23 
December, 1^80 — the doorbell rang at 
our residence. India Ix^ge (which your 
goons ransacked in the aftermath of our 







w.'' . 


A 


KardchL This was strange 
because no single Pakistani 
politician had done more harm 
to India than him 


window to ihc world? Would (he fact 
that wc expressed our human sympathy 
for you whatever our enJuriog pol iti • 
cal differences with your dead father 
have been justification enough, in ytwr 
eye%, foi Zia to have declared Suneei and 
me dangerous subversives undermining 
(he sovereignty and integrily of 
Pakistan? 

You would have been outraged at 
such a Ik. A> I am now outraged ai ycHir 


goons ransacking the Babri Masjid), 
two doors down from your home at 70, 
ClifUMt (we were ai 6!^) 1 opened the 
ckKir and a young man 1 had never seen 
before pushed himself in muttering that 
he was ’'Shaheed*. Left with no oJicma- 
live.] welcomed him as best 1 could. 

First off, he told me. "Shahecd" was 
his name hut ihe pseudonym he used 
as a revolul locuiry m the Cdu se of Shahe* 
ed Bhutio. He hod come to sec me to 
invite me to he the chief guc.'U at a memo¬ 
rial ceremony they were organising the 
following week. 4 January, your father’s 
hirth anniversary 

I heard him oul with compussion. 1 
explained as gcmiy as 1 could that while 
Ihc hearts of the pci>ple of India certainly 
bled for (he martyred Shaheed Bhuiio. I 









MANI'TALK 


was a (Jipbmai accrcdiiix] to rhc Zia regi¬ 
me and could noi possIMy aucnd aclan- 
desiinc polilicaJ meciing aimed again>( 
ihc hangman to whom I fiwnd myvif 
accrediied. He under^iood. 

TNC TALK turned to the Minrnienl ic>r 
Ihc Restoration irf Democracy (MRDk 
which you were then about to launch. 
Orr hand» I expressed Ihc view that the 
MRD could not posxihly succeed unless 
i I t'u I fi I led two cn tu na. one. 1 1 must he all- 
parly; twsK it must have a single'point 
programme, vjr.. the rcMorjiion of 
denKKTdcy. 

If it were not alhpany. I said, those 
left ouI would he co-opted hy Zia (they 
were; it takes an Indian to undcnviand 
Pak I s tan ^ >; and i f the prog ram me conlai * 




when Zu\ men came to ancst yuu aRer 
the hostages wert released. They found 
the letter. 

The firNt > heard of this was on Shakes¬ 
peare's birthday. 23 April. 19g1. when 
Suncei. reading the Karachi Morning 
A/rM'i. muttered &he hoped the itern did 
not refer to me — and showed me the 
Iront page box-iicm saying that during 
the rawl on the Bhutto household the let* 
ter had been fcHjnd. 

All the dates were accurate. The cir* 
cumstantial evidence was overwhel* 
ming I was certain I would be declared 
p^ruma non groto — all for having 
somewhat innocently, if indiscreetly, 
suggested the minimum dexidcraic toe 
overthrowing the regime to whK*h 1 was 
accredited. 
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NuaratWiwtto with ManItliMKvAlyw (Ian) aid tUMMt <H^):thOM 
worothodaya 

rted more than one point, it would lead to ZIA ALLOWED good sense to prevail, 
.sharp differences among the MRD part* The consuiate-general was not closed 
ners fihey did; c.f.. my earlier remark down. You have closed it down. Why? 
uboui Indians alone understanding You. more than any other Pakistani. 
Pakistan!). 'Shaheed" heard me out know that neither the Indian consul- 
patiently, then went his way. I forgot all gcnerBi not any of his staff were ever 
about it. involved in anything subversive. We Uv^ 

"Shaheed'' apparently didn’t. He cd among yoiir people. Your people, 
went straight to Karachi Central Jail and your closest political associates, your 
shared my remarks with Sami Muncer. friends.yourmothei.yoursisierSanajn 
one Af your most ardent fans, imprison- — these were our friends ar?d associates 
ed for almoKt hW the time 1 ufas in ;ind acquamunccs in your dly. 

Karachi till he wa^ bailed out to Inevit^y. we heard your woes. Inevi* 
Damuvcu.s. two months after "Shoheed' tably, we laJked about Pakistan with 
met him m jail, in exchange for the PI A you Inevitably, we sympathised with 
hostages hijacked by your hruthcr, you. a.s one human being to another. Bui 
Murtn/a. yr>u know. more than any other Pakisu* 

Saini was so impressed with my argu- ni. (hat *e did nothing wrong, nothing 
mcnl ihat he wnHe you a letter which, ihat went beyond the bounds of the uuer* 
alas, you iefi lying around in your home most difHomaiic rectitude. 


Benazir. 1 ask you: did we do wrong 
w hen we invited your mother to be chief 
guest at our Independence Day function 
when wc also inviied your family's 
mortal enemy. Ra.soul Bux Talpur, 
senior minister of Sind? 

Did ii ammiru to sleeping with the 
enemy for ycHir mmhei to efrive yj India 
House, trailed by a comical army of 
Zia's cops, to come right up to my office- 
mom to sign the condolence register 
when Sanjay Gandhi died? 

Tell nv, did Suncei reprimand you 
for having got us both almost killed, 
along with the rest of the consular corps, 
when a young man with grenades strapp¬ 
ed tohis waist blew himself up at the entr¬ 
ance to d>e cimsuUr enctosua' ui the 
Karachi Stadium when the Pope cume 
visiting'^ Was it noi you whi> Jcscribed 
hi m lo Suneet as ' one of our me n" ? 

On the other hand, how could Suneut 
have repri manded you at le r yt >u hud pnii • 
sed me for my statement iu iacohubud, 
home to the largest congrcgaiion of 
Pakisium Hindus, urging the Hindus of 
your country lobe loyal to your country*’ 

WC WERE in touch with you when you 
were demarxlmg your human rights, 
ytHjf democratic eights I'hcrc was 
almost nothing we vindd do to help you. 
The pn»blcm was yout's, The solution 
lay in your hands. I. as ctmsul-generaI of 
India, could neither he, nor do more, 
than play the role of an mivresied 
by-suuKkr. 

Now. you arc the boss-woman. You 
sit in Zia's chair You are flanked by the 
army Zia once cominartdeJ. In your 
hands lies the power and the glory. And 
just as you pitted yourself against the 
establishment, there arc now others, 
including KanKhrsPakislanisof Indian 
origin ^ the so-called Mohajirs who 
pit themselves against you. And the 
same con^^ilatc-general that stood by 
you m your wont odversiry. you now 
close downl 

In the name of the milk of human kind¬ 
ness which flows in all our veins. I beg 
you: end this nonsensical confrontation; 
you can silll go down in history as the 
Great Reconciler. Otherwise, your own 
people will cum on you, as they turned 
on your father. 

With* regards to your mother and 
Ranam, and special good wishes for the 
New Year to you and Asit. i remain 
Yours Sincerely, 

Mani. • 


/Hb* «WI • PMOPW MWt lo ari otf •MbWAUrtC*. 
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MO€A MIALXTTflA 


Time to be blunt 



✓ 

India should pull no punches with the US on the NPT issue 






For once Che pnctido fill tndieOuna coopenckw io 

ners of Indii's nuckar field, especially for dw supply 

nuclear diptornacy of technology umhackM by the emte' 

mcfii applause. The goes routinely put by Western pff»en. 

announcement of the The Tarapur power station has been a 
agreexneni for ihc sup* textbook example of how the US has 
ply of Chinese light thrown to the winds its contractual com- 
ennched uranium lo mitments in order to obsinici and impc* 
fuel the Tarapur Atomic Power Station dc India's nuclear progress. Soon after 
(TAPS) just s few days before the arri- the 1974 Pokhran underground explo- 
vaJ of the US defence secretary. Willi* skm. the US reneged on the supply of 

am Perry, could not have been better enriched uranium for Tarapur. After a 

timed. The message could not have lot of bickering, a compromise was arriv* 
been lost on the non* 


proliferation fundamen* 
laUsis in Anterka who 
want to preserve their 
own nuclear hegemony 
in perpetuity while deny* 
ing others the elementary 
right to safeguard their 
sccuniy from manifest 
nuclear threats. 

China is one of the five 
nuclear weapon powers 
recognised by the NPT. 

But in several important 
respects it signiflcanily 
dificrs from the other 
four, especially front the 
three Western nuclear 
haves, the US, Britain 
and France Unlike them, 
it recognises the nght of 
all sovereign countries to 
decide for themselves tUDO 

whether or not nuclear ■. 

weapons arc needed for mOB 

iheir security. befoi 

It is unilaterally com* U/Ma 

milled lo No Fir^t Use of WHW 

nuclear weapons which 
America stubbornly refuses to accept to 
this day. Even more importantly, 
China, once again unlike the Western 
trio, supports the objective of total ehmi- 
uuiioti of nuwleuj wcujxms aod. indved. 
links the Comprehensive Tcsi Ban Trea* 
(y with an agreement on the complete 
scrapping of nuc lear arsenals under a ver* 
fiable and universal agreement. 

Uttder these circumstances, the pres¬ 
ent contract for the su ppl y of low enrich¬ 
ed uranium could ie:id to more purpose* 



Thea n Ho un cwneiilflUte a gre—eii t lorMie 
supply of CUnew tmiiN to fuU the Tarapw 
AtomicPONcrStilioa (TAPS) justafewdays 
bafora the arrival df toe US Mmice saentary, 
WMam Perry, coald net liavebaen be tt er t h a ^ 


edit, 

France agreed to supply the nuckar 
fuel. But having belatedly signed the 
NPT it used to denounce roundly in Ihc 
past. Fiance loo turned high and mighty 
and refused lo supply enriched uranium 
except on cortdtliuns totally unaccepta- 
Me to India. The Ounese supi^y oTIijdti 
enriched uranium for a sbon duration 
would enable Indiiin scientists to intro* 
duce smoothly the indigenous MOX 
fuel su that Tarapur can go m produc* 


ing electricity for a good ten years after 
it was suppo^ (0 be decommissioned. 

In the Anwrican scheme of things, 
however. Tarapur is a sideshow. 
Washington's eyes are now fixed on 
Iran which, it says, could have its Hrst 
atom bomb in as little as five years. The 
ouclear issue with Nocih Korea having 
been settled, largely on North Korean 
terms (against whuM Senator Bob Dole . 
is protesting loudly), the US has now 
put Iran on top of its nuclear derrMwolo- 
iy 

During his stay in 
Cairo. Perry has been lold 
bluntly that Egypt cannot 
support Ihc American 
demamt for an "indenmic 
and uncondiiiunal" exten¬ 
sion of the Nrr for as 
long as Israel has nuclear 
weapons. But the US 
g<.vemmcnt pleads that 
Israel cannot be persuad¬ 
ed to give up nuclear wea¬ 
pons until Iran is prevent¬ 
ed from going nuclear. 

Iran, the suppocter of 
Hi^ballah and Hamas. i% 
described as the "greatest 
threat to Israeli security". 
In fact, both Jerusalem 
and Washington are 

_ spreading the story dial 

r iM Israel might do to Iran i an 

MM||g nuckar reactors what it 

y] had done a decade- ; 

dijff and*a-half e^^licr to i 

ggafv Iraki's Osirak reactor. i 

The US defence were- j 

OnWQ lary has prudently slated | 

that he doc.t not expect to | 

“take bxk home" anlnJia-Pakisian nuclear > 
agreement but he would express Ameri¬ 
ca's concerns to both countries. The 
lime has come for New Delhi to stop 
be ing mealy •mouthed. 

America slKwId be told in no 
uncertain tcmiv that while India would 
accept any global non-proliferation 
arrangement applicahic to every coun¬ 
try equally, ii would tolerate no nonsen- 
&e ahout a resirkiive fegiiHiul regime 
conlined to India and Pakistan only. ♦ 


•gNMvn 9iJ»sia>yiiM 












JUST REACH FOR ANY OF OUR 
MILLION BRANCHES. 

How ik) you wish to do your banking? Over the phone? From anywhere in ihc w<xld? 

At u time that .suits you best? In loia] privacy? 

Welcome to real full-rundion 24*Hour Banking Only frtim Citibank, 

No more traffic jams. No more parking prublcms. No more winding queues. No more 
timiicd banking hours. All that is history. 


Just reach for any of our million branches with CiliFhone Banking (>r walk into 
u 24-1 lour branch • the Cilicard Banking Center (whkh is much more than jusi a cash 

withdrawal facility). And idso use your Cilicard at 21 ATMii 
in 3 cilies. 
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With CitiPhonc Banking, every telephone is like a Citibank 
^ branch. So you can do business with Citibank al your 
convenience. Fnim the comfort <»f your home or office, any 
time of (he day or night Do all your banking - open an additional fixed 
deposit, order a demand draft or cheque book, find out Ihc current balance on your 
Cilihank Kquily Advance account, ask for a temporary credit line incrca.se on your 
('ilibank Card • all i( lakes is a lefephcme call. 

At the heart of CitiflHioe Banking aie spcdally-lraiited CitiPhone Banking Officers 
working around the clock to provide prompt and personalised service. Because we 
believe banking should be at your convenience. 

So. if y(Hir angular bank seem$ a thing of the pa.sl, just call Citibank. Discover (he 
C ill banking experience with Citib^k s 24-Hiiur Bonking. 

BECAUSE THE CITI NEVER SLEEPS. 

Ju.si coll 

Bombay : 202-2484 


Delhi : 371-2484 
Madras ; 852-2484 
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ANYTIME.ANYWHERE. 
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PRESSU RE TACTICS 



The Pakistani JSI props 
up yet another militant 
ou0t to keep 
insurgency alive in 
the Kashmir Valley 


F iced with a prospect cpf a wan¬ 
ing nuliuiKy in ihe Kashmir 
Valley, ihe Pakistani Inter- 
Services Intelligence (ISt) 
lias, of late» embarked on a 
new strategy to boost the vagging 
ntoraJe of various insurgeni groups ope¬ 
rating there. 

Shortly before the onset of winter last 
year, the ISI helped in raising a new out¬ 
fit called the Lashkar-e-Tayubsi (delen¬ 
ders of Islam) and .sent in at least 300 
weli-irained youths into Ihe Valley. The 
existence of (his group was detected by 
the intelligence wing of the Herder Secu¬ 
rity Ftircc (BSP). Operatives of the 
BSF. in fact, infiltrated the outfit soon 
aOer it became opcrai ionul in the V aJ ley. 

According to senior BSF officials, 
ihe Ldshkar is dominated by foreign iner- 
cenones, who are anned with sophistica¬ 
ted weapons and more importantly, 
enjoy (he toUJ confulencc of the ISI. 
*l^e Lashkar is actually the progeny of 
a religious organisation in Pakistan call¬ 
ed (he Markat-e-Oawut-ul-Arshad." a 
BSF ofTicial closely monitoring the 
situation in Kashmir said. "This religi¬ 
ous organisalion is being used by the 
ISI to sponsor Islamic terrorism in other 
counines," the official said on condition 
of anonymity. 

The Marlut is headquartered at Laho¬ 
re and has i($ branches in aU the major cit¬ 
ies of Pakistan. It recruits unemployed 
youths from Pakistan and other Islamic 
countries and imparts an extensive arms 
training to them. Later, iticy arc sent to 
various countries to cany out subver¬ 
sive ^'livities. According io BSF sour¬ 
ces, the fundamentalist body is financed 
by one Slieikh Abdul Azi^ of Saudi Ara- 
tua. Then: are reports which say that 

Hlibil Mi|aMdm nlllUirtt: down, 
Mnotoirt 









A73Z atw flnaoced Muslim militants in 
Bosnia. 

The BSF has been able lo vacc the 
mckius operandi of Markai. Acconling 
to them, recruits are sent to Kunar in 
Afghanistan for a 21-day crash course 
in handling firearms and are trained in 
various subversive activities well. 
The Kunax training camp has a capacity 
i)f training at least MX) youths ai a time, 
the sources said. According to them (he 
Bnancer, Sheikh Abdul Azir., frei^uent- 
)y visits the camp After completion of 
the training, the youths are organised 
into different groups and are sent to seve¬ 
ral countries. Its off*shoot, the Lashkar- 
c-Tayuha. presently headquartered at 
Chela Bund! near Muz/afarahud. the 
capital of Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir 
(POK). iscurrenily active mthe Valky. 

U nlike in the initial stages of the Kash¬ 
mir trouble, the BSP is now able lo 
gel accurate intelligence on most of the 
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A VSf /AivM With a captwad iiilHairt:; 
breakthrough (or the sacartty forcas 

nulilant groups operating in the Valley. 
The feedback on the l.ashkar, in fact, is 
so precise that (he HSK has even been 
able lo gel the telephone number of its 
hcKidqu triers. "The ieleph4K)e number 
may have changed now. but ihe point is 
that we have been able to gather precise 
intelligence an the organisation. At 
least len members of the ouifn have 
i ir^n k it li*il ao<l two have hrrn apprehen¬ 
ded by US." the BSFofhcial said. 

According to information available 
with the BSF, Prof. Hafir Shahid of 
l^ore i.s the head of the l.asbkar while 
SO-year-old Zakir Rehman is his 
deputy. Though all Markai recruits 
have lo undergo a preliminary irainlng 


of three weeks, those deputed to Lash- 
kar have to take a further 70-day train¬ 
ing ai Chela Bandi. It includes comman¬ 
do exercises, reconnaissance patrols, 
expertise in launching raids and laying 
an ambush. But this is not the end of (he 
training. 

Afier Chela BarkJi. the trainees ure 
sent U) where Ihev have to Icam 

(he art of launching mivsiles. handling 
explosives and MiphisiieiUcd conimuni- 
cation et^uipmcni apart from learning 
the rudiments of coUccting intelligence. 
The KSFesiimaies thaioilciej ZMIlAdi- 
kui inilitanisare now active in the Kash¬ 
mir Valley. Hach of these aetivi>is, 
belonging to Pakistan and other Islamic 
ctMjntncs. is paid Rs 6.(XX) to Ks lO.DOO 
per month In fact, foreign mercenaries 
who had come u> Kashmir earlier have 
now j4iined up with the Lashkor. 

The tnjifii. commanded in the Valley 
hy one Abdul Kehnian. is c^uKeotraiing 
Us activities mainly in Rajwar. Lolub. 

Kupwara and Doda. With 
iH> dearth of TuikIs. the 
l.ashkar extremists arc 
known to be cduiF^sJ 
even with hullet-piW 
[.ickeis. Armed with 
oHKivm weapons, the 
miliioiiis have rvpoitedly 
dcpU>ycd on artillery gun 
on a ridge K't ween Woda • 
pora village and Saikhaji. 

TIv BSF mielligence 
wing has prepared a dciai • 
led dossier on the Iosh¬ 
kar and IS keeping a tab 
on (THM of Its leading 
^ members. According to 
^ Indian deulhs, apart iri>m 

inainr hiMssimg Ihc sagging 

imaiur morale of other militant 

groups in Kashmir, the 
Lashkar’s main (asks include riding iso¬ 
lated security posts and ambushing VIP 
convoys 

The creation of l^shkar-e-Tayuha is 
in keeping with the fSI's now-familiar 
strategy of mH pinn i ng hopes on one out • 
fit. in its efforts to keep up the msurgcn- 
I cy in the Valley. Earlier, the ISI used to 
i patronise the Jammu and Kashmir Libe¬ 
ration Front followed hy a spelt 

of support to the Hirbul Mujahideen 
and then the Harkai-u! Ansar. 

The BSF is. iKiweN'er. not letting its 
vigil relax despite having mi miK'h of 
infotmaiion on the new group. • 


Target: the 
north-east 

The ISi has lonff-term 
interests in the region 


T he influence and support of the 
ISI to miliunt groups operating 
in the Kashmir Valley may be 
quite visible at (he moment, but 
intelligence officials, especially in 
the army, fear a larger impact of 
Pakislan"s elondesUoc outfit in the 
iH>rih’C8xl in the near future. 

According to intelligence repmu, 
ISI operatives based in the 
Bangladeshi eapiial, Dhaka, have 
managed to fitfge linkx with at least 
three insurgent ouiflls in the 
north-east — (he National Socialist 
Council of N agal and < N SON). (he 
Peoples Liberaiion Army (Pt.A) and 
the Budo Security Force (BUSF) — 
over (he last couple 'f years. Though 
Its (ok IS noi as big as it is in 
Kashmir, the ISI has nevertheless 
made inroads into the regiim as a 
long-term strategy. 

Aware of ths ISI gome plan, the 








Th0 anmr In (to iiortihmt: 
kMpItg vIgH 

Indian Anny has, in fact, raised a 
new intelligence-gathering unit to 
complement its existing arms. Called 
the Inlcmal Secuniy Group (ISG). 
the operatives manning it have been 
given the taNk of mcmilorlng the 
situation in the region's 
communoBy-sensiiive areas 
And by keeping Ihe NSCN. PLA 
and ihe BDSP. among the mosi 
potent of the nonh-castem insurgent 
groups, on its side, the 151 is dearly 
hoping (ocash in on the discontent 
that keeps the region on the boil. • 

MttoA. 








CRYING 


The Madhya Pradesh government tells the 
Supreme Court that it is opposed to further 
construction of the Sardar Sartyvar dam 


T he puvi’mirvnh tif Madhyu 
PrutLsh unj (fujorui u/c lo 
kK’k h<»ms over Ihc conirover- 
<inl SiiriUr Surovur Prn^i ns 
ihc mailer rcaihcs a flash* 
p()iiu. 71 k IS cunenUy penJin^ 
helorc ihc Suprcim* Oniit, where in iis 
ufndavii. Ihc MP govcmmcni. for the 
l1rst umc in a decade, has clearly okl 
Ihai il lypposcs furrher consiruciion of 
the dam uiWcAS the issue of rchahihiaiioo 
adequately uddrevsed. 

Hot the Iasi few namihs. the multi* 
emre projal on the NamuJa river luv 
been lurching frt>m one conirc>vvrsy tu 
another. Yet. the Sardar Sarovar Nar* 
made Nigum Limited (SSNNLi. the 
body responsible Tor consirtictiun of the 
dam, munaged to carry construe itoo 
regardless of the problems confroniing 
I he project. However, environmentalists 
believe Ihui work is now jnorc or less 
cenain to .slop, even if uni) icntporanly 
The rca.sons. happily for uppi>ncnis uf 
the pr^^jeci, arc many. 

IIk* i^ieci. c<»sliRg well over Rs 
5.000cKire.envisages construction ot a 
dam 138 m high and a canal network uf 
more than 75,000 km. the world's lar 
gesi. Mrctching all ihc way frt)m Ihc dam 
site to Saurashtra and Kutch in C/ujarat. 
1 1 wi 11 su hmerge more than Td.CM )U hecta • 
res and displace more than iac million 
people. Construction of the dam began 
more than eight years ago but has been 
mired in controversy with affected per¬ 


sons opposing I he prc^ i on grounds of 
inadequate compensation fur the kiss ol 
land and homes. 

The pnijcei pledges imgalMHi to 1.8 
m hectares of land in various pans of 
Ciujarat. bevKks supplying inking 
water to 40 miltiun people in the state. It 
will aliui generate 450 MW oT power to 
be shared among Ciujarat. Madhya 
Pradesh. Ka)a.Mhan and Mahanshtra. 
Rut at the same lime, it will submerge 
cktsc u > 340 vi I lages. 90 per cent of them 
in Madhya Pradesh, 

The total ei^l of the project, mean whi* 
Ui, has risen sharply from earlier esiima* 
ICS of Rs 6.500 crorc to K s 15.UX i crorc 
and uf (his. close to Rs 3,000 crore has 
already been spent. 

The World Bank which lent USS450 
mdiion for the project in 1VK5. was fun:* 
cd to suspend funding in March 1993 in 
the face of Oerer local and intematiunal 
opposition. The Bank’s loan agree¬ 
ments, however, remain in focce, and it 
shufus legal respuftsihihiy for the envi¬ 
ronmental damage ckmc by the dam and 
for ensuring the well'being of the people 
displaced. 

In January. 19K4. the Bank warned 
(he Indian govcmmeni that unless it gua¬ 
ranteed to protect (Ik rights of (he dis¬ 
placed, 'support from the World Bank 
(for its overall development pcvgramnie 
in India) will bedilTK'iili to sustain", 

A s the pn^t nrquired poliiica] con¬ 
tours — what with several Gujarai 
politicians calling il the lifeline of Guja¬ 


rat — none of the governments involved 
was rca'ly keen to oppose the project 
even though opposiiicm to il was severe 
at the grass-roots level in Maharashtra 
and Madhya Pradcsli. the two slates 
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which will bearihc hruni uf submergen¬ 
ce. Yd the govemmcnis managed ti> 
ride roughshod over all resisiaiKx. 

However. (h<M was only till the Iasi 
monsuon. As work progressed and ihc 
dam wall weni hig^ter and higher. ii 
began submerging villages in Mahn- 
rashtraand MP. 

And Iasi moasoon. almost all the .^6 
villages of Maharushira facing submer¬ 
gence. were (liioded At firsi. mosi 
people xefused to rrKrvc and crcaled a 
highly emhanassing silualiim Ibr the 
Maharashtra govermenl. which had to 
use fcTcc to evict (he villagers. 

And rKiw, with villages in Madhya 
Pradesh faced wtih the same thresh the 
decibel of opposiiion to ihc project has 
iiK'reased ciXivspondingly. And the 
most sinking deveU^pment its ihe rucetil 
pasi has been a disiinct shili in the 
Madhya Pradesh government's altitude. 

So fur. opposiium tn ihc project has 
come from tK>n-govcmmcnial h^ics in 
and outside Indiu But all four siuie 
govern menis involved —' (iujar^u. 
Mahanishlra. Rajastiwn and MP — 
were in favour of going on with the 
project. 

However, when l>igv>|ay Singh was 
cIcciedchKf mmnlerof MPm Novem* 
her 199!^. uf^joncnis of the (kim. led hy 
Ihc Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA), 
cheered as Singh |^)miscd a relook ui 
the entire project and assured (he anti- 
dam campaigners that his government 
would not allow any submergence in the 
state unless it was satisfied with (he reha¬ 
bilitation work. 

Sins'C then, there have bc'cn periodic 
rivsuresal nwetingsol IhcNumii^aCoa* 
iTol Authority (NCA), ihe supervwify 
body empowered to oversee all aspecis 
ol tlw project and set targets and deadli¬ 
nes on the pace of consi ruci itm, in accor¬ 
dance with the extern o1 idiahiliiaiion 

And Since mid- 1 W4. the MP govern¬ 
ment has been taking a ditfereni line, 
I hough earlier, all the other govern¬ 
ments supported ihc bne*pn>pnscd hy 
Gujarat. Now. in the face of opposition 
from Madhya Pradesh, (iujarai finds 
that It can no longer go ahead wiih the 
constAiction of the dam ignoring envi¬ 


ronmental and human factors. 

Most of 1 994 proved tom J for t he pn > 
ject autiHvitics, hirsi. the iayani haul 
Review s'ommiiiec. appoinicd in August 
1 99.i hy the central waicr resouKCs min i • 










siry lo invcsiigak* all aspccK of the pro¬ 
ject, alitH>st accq>ied contenti<in\ of the 
unii-ddm agitation aod harriy Mopped 
short of calling a lull to the |>rojcct. 

Then came (he report hy a team of all* 
pany MLAs from Madhya Pradesh that 
investigated the ol rehabditaiion 
efforts and castigated I he OuJiltuI 
government and the SSNNl. for (heir 
abject fadure to provide odeijuaic facilit¬ 
ies to the few oustees frtMii Madhya 
Pradesh resettled in Gujarai. The icom 
af^alcd to (he MP government to opp* 
pose codstmcriiin till this matter was 
scuiccl. 

The UieM titnnng 
point for the agnation 
agumsi the pn>jcc( eairK* 
on 13 iXccmiWr wlicn 
(he Sup^*mc Court odniii* 
ted A pelt I ion Hied hy the 
NBA praying for suspen* 
si on of work till the 
human and environmen¬ 
tal t| nest ions were satis* 
factorily dealt with hy the 
SSNNI, and other agen* 
eics. The Andolun also 
demanded that the central 
govern inem he ordered to 
place hetoix' I he coun the 
report itf the review com* 
iTiitice. mn made public 
hy it for the last live 
months. 

It was during the adiriission stage of 
the pet I lion that (he MP govern nK'iii 
came out openly against the project for 
the first lime And. ihai nxi. after some 
prodding from the court, which observ¬ 
ed Ihal all replies lo ii had .so far heen HI' 
cd joindy hy all the govcrnrneius. Ji now 
instructed the lour stales to file separate 
afUdaviis ir response to the NBA 
pel 111 on. 

This unsettled (lujaral a loi, for it 
knew that it would no longer be able to 
mur.y.lc MPas ii had done earlier. It also 
feared that the latter could take a stand 
that could be errtbarrassing to Gujarat 

As if to live up to Gujarat's tears, 
Madhya Prudush has asked for a cut in 
the height ol the dain from 455 feet lo 
43b feel and also demanded that the 
work al the lowest b 1 • Kks, which current - 
ly stand ai 80.3 m. should he Mopped till 
the rchahiirtalion procevs in the slate is 
complete. 

But almost 3.0(k) famihes in MP w ill 
be affected hy floods during the n>i>n- 
soons even if work is stc^ipcd at the curr* 
eni level. And rehahilitatioii in these 
areas Is ycl to begin. 


In fact in a u^tcmeni in the MP 
As.scmbly, chief minister Dtgvijay 
Singh assured the House that his govern¬ 
ment would insist on a an in liic height, 
which will save a large nurnher of fami • 
lies from submergence. He would also 
pre.ss fur a hall to construction til I rehuhi - 
lilalton work caught up with construe* 
lion. 

W hile the states were still arguing 
over the level of work, the dam 
was shaken hy another joli 
In end-t>curml«r. NBA clnimed that 


ge may have been caused on 7 Sepiem* 
her when the flrxid was at its wothI. "In 
December, we diverted water away 
from the stilling ba.s)n and that is when 
we noticed the damagehe sai d. He den¬ 
ies that the SSNNL had tried to bury the 
news. "In the meeting of the Sardar ^ro* 
var Constructitm Advisory Committee 
in December, we had placed a note on 
the damage. There was no secrecy or 
dtienipi i<» keep it under wraps" he said. 

A dam safely panel head^ hy retired 
chairman of the Central Water and 
Power Commission Y.K. Munhy and 





Flit plcttre of Medlia Patkar and 
otkors on fast lo Bhopal: from 
I ftronpth to stronfth 

a massive amount of concrete from the 
base of (he dam had been washed away 
during (he l^*M monsoons, thrcoicning 
the dam's very ex istcncc. The NBA said 
; that ihe incident n^flucted on both the 
qualities of construction and design. It 
also asked for a complete suspension of 
work on the project on the ^ound that 
the dum was unsafe. 

The authoniics adniiited that such a 
thing had happeiwd but denied that it 
had any bearing on the dam's construe* 
non. N. Ramaswamy, Iht director (civil) 
of the SSNNL, told StiKQxy that the 
stale had seen its w«>rsl floods since 
1970 and, as a resuh, on exiniordinarily 
large volume of water went over the 
dam. wa.shing away about KXI.CKX) 
cubic metres of concrete as well as the 
ruck structure in ftic Milling waljr ba.sin 
and leaving a crater about 30 m wide ar>d 
.50 in long. 

Ramaswamy suxpccis that (he dama* 


In December, 
NBA claimed 
that a massive 
amount of 
concrete from 
the base of the 
dam had been 
washed away 
in 1994 

threatening the 
dam’s very 
existence 


comprising sevcial experts inspected 
the site on 14, 1.5 and lb December and 
gave Its report on 8 January Ramaswa- 
my claims lhal Ihe panel h.is m:iml<iinc<l 
that the iTK'ident does not ,uld lo the nsk 
factor. It also said that there is no threat 
lo the dam from the damage and that no 
stoppage of w«>rk was required 

Ramaswamy blames the incident on 
the late ek*sing of the sluice- giUej;. Me 
Miys ibaf anci persisting for over two 
years, the dam authorities were allowed 
to close the sluices on 23 February. 
1904. and some work on the stilling 
basin had begun 

However, (hen a mishup ikcuttcJ at 
the sluice-gates (two persons were kill* 
cd when the gates were not closed pro¬ 
perly > and hence work had to be Ic ft half• 
way. 

Whatever he the (echolea!hies, the 
NBA ha& gu( an unexpec’iedly strong 
weapon (o push for a .suspension of 
woik. The Suprciix: Court will take up 
its petiiiim on 17 January and this issue 
will definiiely be pul lo use, much to the 
discomfiture of Gujarat • 

Bai»Hr Wiyf/BemBuj’ 
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POWER PLAY 


RAJIV SHUKLA 


Political blackmail 


That's the name of the game politicians are playing these days. 


Sudilenly, polidci* 
aru VC ihr^cning 
to expose each 
other. While there 
is no(hir)g wrong 
about Uk whole 
exercise gNsumes a 
dubious chvacier 
when gaining pol^* 
lica) mileage is the 
sole mmive No wonder, the peoj^e are 
rather wary of these so^allcd 
revelations. 

Remember how Chvan Singh had 
(hreaicncd to expose Mora/ji Oesai’s 
Janata Party regime in 1979. Bui (hen. 
he did Si) only uficr his relations with the 
then Prime Minister had soured. Chviin 
Singh made a loi of noise about Moraiji 

Desai's son Kaniibhai‘s _ 

alleged dubious business 

deals, hut in the end noth* WL 

ingcameofii. B 

Mora/ji. too. used the jU 

same weapon to tame the 
late H.N. Bahuguna. He B 

had said dial he would 
make Bahuguna s KGB ^ 
eonnectiiins public if the 
Utter coniinued to 
oppose him. 

Ot* all the political par- I 
ties. It is the memhers of [ , 
the Janata Party who 
were most adept at this ^ 
game. Few may believe K W 

it. but some of hi.s collea* BS 

gues accused George Fer- ■ 

nandex, the well-known 
multinational •basher, of 
having secret links with 
(he German MNC. Sie* B 

mens. And Mtulhu * 

Liniaye had prepared the 
ground forthv Janata Par 
ty' s disintegration by rais¬ 
ing the dual mcmberxhip —•*- * 
issue. But the point is that all these 
allegations were iruide nearly two years 
af(er the Janata Party hod come to 
power; everyone was mum as long as 
the going was smooth. 

V.P. Singh perfected ihc an of this 


sort pcdilical blackmail. ITie Bofor% 
gun de^ became hi& weapon agvnsi 
Rajiv Gandhi. The Raja also threatened 
to expose the Swiss bank accounts of 
Rajiv, where he alleged the corrunis- 
sions of the Bofors d^ went imo. But 
nobody then cared to consider the fact 
that it was VP who had cleared the deal 
as Rajiv Gandhi's Hnance minister. 

Tim would have been no problems 
if V.P. Singh raised this issue while he 
wa.s still a membet of Rajiv's Cabinet. 
He chose to hit out only when he fell out 
with Rajiv Gandhi. VP's campaign 
against comipiioA was laudaNe. but the 
fact is that he hod no qualms about admit- 
ling men with dubiouv dixiinciions into 
his party. 

Kui then. V.P. .Singh had soon fallen a 

.W"- aL-I jr 'W 


son, Dm Prakash Chauiala, the chief 
minister of Haryana, and his confidant, 
K.K. Deepak. an ambassador. 

Similviy. M.L. Foiedv had threaten¬ 
ed to reveal who was President R. Ven- 
katramafi's candidate for (he prime mini- 
stership. But till today, he hasn't done 
so. As for Venkatvaman. he was mum 
as long as he was in the Rashtrapati Bha- 
van. ha.t made disparaging remarks 
about Rajiv Gandhi in his recently- 
published book. 

Arjun Singh says that he is extremely 
worried about the slow progress of the 
invcstigatiofts into Rajiv Gandhi's assas* 
sinaiion. Strangely, he was silent abcnir 
(his for the past ihrtx years. Signifi- 
canily. S i ngh has chosen to raixe the mat • 
ter at a time when Narasimha Rao and 



kit ^ 
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victim of his own game. When he fell 
out with Devi lail. the former dqwly 
prime miniMcf exposed Singh in public. 
The Tau sakJ that to gain hiv sut^irt. he 
hud struck a deal with the Raja. VP. 
Devi Lai alleged, had agreed to make his 


ihe Congress party is yei to recox'er from 
the shsK'k of the debacle in the laM r<xjnd 
of Assembly polls. Obviously. Singh 
was waiting for the <^porunity io strike 
arnl his concern about Rajiv is less than 
hisconcem for the PM's chair. * 


tUMOAV »V- etMnMfr' 
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Sharad Pawar launches the campaign for the 
Congress party’s make-or-break elections in 

Maharashtra 

he phone had been ringing off the hook. Results of the 
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka elections had started 
pouring in and there was a pal) of gloom over the 
Sharad Pawar household. Calls for the Maharashtra CM 
met with the same reply. ' Sahib is out of station.'* 
Closeted in a quiet room. Pa war asked a confidant, *'How can I 
hope to win nowT 

Within the Maharashtra 
Congress—famous for its 
internal bickerings—there is 
an air of rare unanimity these 
days, with everyone realising 
just how important these 
elections are for the party. And 
for Sharad Pawar, who. in five 
weeks from now. will face the 
most crucial test of his political 
career. If he fuls to deliver the goods in his home state, he can 
say goodbye to his prime ministerial ambitions. 

Worse, a loss in the Congress' traditional bastion will be a shot 
in the arm for the rebel faction headed by Arjun Singh, and could 
precipitate a split in the party and simultaneously signal the 
demise of P.V. Narasimha Rao's rule. 

"It's a very crucial election not Just for Sharadji but for the 
Congress party as a whole. L)nles.s we win in Maharashtra, we 
may have trouble in the Centre and without the Congress party at 
the Centre I see a very bleak future for the nation." says Union 
minister for power. N.K.P. Salve. 

Afjun Singh obviously has the slakes well figured out. It can 
hardly be a coincidence that he chose Maharashtra as a 


IM tiOfl(raSS rSMItSS 

that lit prospects in 
MaharaUdra d^wnd 
entirriy on Sharad Paww. 
So, the state imtt of Hie 
party—which is 
fectioiMldden atthe best 
ofUmes—has united 
b^nd tbe chief minister 
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COVCRSTORY 


"The BJP and the Shiv Sena can't 
seem to agree on anything" 


Maharashtra chief minister Sharad Pawar is confident about the Congress' 
prospects in the forthcoming Assembly polls in the state 


The fonhcoming Asambiy fUc* 
ffOn.t /n Mahawfura asiumrd 
enonfious signifleanct. coming <ti 
th^y ito in the wake of the Congre^^ ‘ 
disftuii sh/)wing In the south. !t h 
imperative for the Congress parrv to 
mainiasn itx hold over its last bostton 
of power. Ami the one man on whom 

the fast pf the parry depends now. is 
chief minister Sharad Pawar. Over 
the tost fortnight. Pawar has been 
working round the clock to finalise 
the Congress eltciion list for the for¬ 
thcoming polh. 

The Hahora-^htra chief minisier 
spoke to Fq/detp Sardesai of New 
Delhi Televtsion abaat kss party's 
prospects in the coming eiecthns. 
PuUlshed below are excerpts from 
the conversation, which have been 
made ovaihble exctufivety to 
Sunday. 

Rajdtep Sardesai: Tliew e le cOonw 
are being seen as ^loiir greaUsI 
dMlIcnge ytt. It wouM seem that 
tlte Congr^ is not quite what H 


Sband Pawar: I am very confident 
ihM the pe^ie of Mshsmhtra will 
repose trust in (he Congrciis. I have 
&ivdled to almost every pan of (he 
state aod I have seen the support that 
we enjoy. 

I think our pdicies on the renam' 
ing of Marathwada University, on 
women's rights, have been apprecia¬ 
ted. In every meeting, T see a large 
number of women. Women votes 
will play a crucial part in this elec^ 
tioD. They are totally with us. 

Q: Bnt the MusHma. Iraditionat 
of your party, seem tu 
have Jiwrtiil the Congresa. 

At I don't think you can make sadh a 
gegettfsed siuement. Many 
Musliou are coniciou.i of the facr 
Jhai the Congress reinainv iheir best 
/ ype in Maharashue. 


Q: What do you tUnk will be the 
main hooe la this dcctloo? 

A: Our thnni will be on the need to 
develop a modem MaharaslKni. Cob* 
ceairation will be on todustrialisa* 
boo in a decentralised maaoer, on 
jobs and oA trying to introduce 
modem technK|ues in agriculture. 
Also, since a subsunual population 
in the state is urban, priority will be 
given to bousing aisd to bring down 
the price of ma) estate. 





f A. 


Q: Tbe Congress aacfis to be Mag 
oat in moat parts of the couatry 
and Mabarashtra, in a aeoae, 
lamalai (be laM basttoo. What is H 
about tbe Coagrem la Maha- 
rasbtni thatcaalilm H to keep com¬ 
ing back to power? 

A: In the 1950s. the Congress was 
dominam all over the country. At 
that time. ou< leader. Y.B. Chavan. 
focussed on devdopcnental work. 
That is a tradition dial we have not 
lost even now. CoogFessoMD In 
Maharashtra are not just poliddsns. 
(bey are also developing and setting 
upiostitutions. b is this constniedve 
image that caff party ts stiil associat* 
edwith. 

Qi Uiy talk aboM tbe BJR-SMv 
San tfUaaea. Sundy. they npres* 




enf tbe OMist potem threat to Con- 
giua nde In recent tlmee. 

A: 1 don' t believe in underesii mating 
anybody. But just because people 
attend Bal Tba^eray's meetinga in 
large numbers, doesn't mean (hat 
they are going to vote for him. His fil¬ 
thy language, Chpeciafly agtiiut 
minorities ai^ even womeo, is some* 
thing no one can toicnte. People 
have .seen the Sena misrule when n 
was in power in the Bombay Mumcl* 

^ CoMMMialflotaln 
Bombay aftortbo 
; Bobri Moajid doweiitioii 

I • • • a • • 

"Many Mutlima 
fs ’;A ; are contchMit of 
the fact that tbo 
Congreet 
remains tiielr 
beethopeln 
. i MaharMhtra" 


pal Corporation. 

Besa^ how will the BJP and the 
Sena run a government together 
when they can't seem to agree on 
anydung. The BJP supportf tm itaa- 
miog (of die Manthwada Utthrer- 
siry), the Seoa opposes ti. Tho BJP 
wants a separate state of Vidaibba. 
the Sena oppohcs it. How long can 
they survive? 

Q: What nbool Ae aBegattOM of 
eorrapBoo? Do you ttSalk tbeae 
eteettona wfU be i reft fon dum ba 
yoor laadenh^atyle? 

A» Well, judging from (be Oppoal- 
tiOQ can^giV appear deaa^ a* 
ad 10 revive die bueku aSlegaboot. 
But.1 am not woiHed Wa lund for 
the devcfopOMit of the Kate, and that 
itw4at wa wUlfbOBion. a 
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launching pad for hU naiionwide tour. 
And judging from eyewitness accounts, 
his raJly at Amravati was extremely 
well attended. 

Pawar has his work cut out for him. 
Ever since he was sworn in the chief 
minister for the fourth time, on 5 March 
1993, his govemmeni has been plagued 
with a host of problems {see h<u). 

Top on the list is (be alienation of (he 
Muslims ^ the traditional voce bank of 
the Congress. To be fairco (he chief mini* 
ster. (his alienation is not limited to 
Maharashtra alone but is spread across 

the nation. Already. ^-— 

Pawar has seen what a Bk 

loss of the Muslim vote 

con do in Karnataka, ) 

UndouNedly. (he pros* 

pect is not piulkularly 

encouraging for m. 

Maharashtra. 

Muslims dominate in 

only icn constituencies. 

hut overall, they compri* 

sc9.3pcrccfltofihepopu* |^^B||H|[I 

lation. The Congress is 

expected to receive a 

drubbing ill Bombay a(y. 

worst affected by not just 

the communal ritKs dtat 

ro1U>weJ in the aftermath 

of the derrtolition of the 

Babri Masjid but also the ^ 

bomb blasts that du»ok 

the city or 12 March. | 

1993. ^ 

Eveti (hough Pawar was not the chief 
minister during the communal riots, he 
is blamed in a section of the press for 
not coming to the aid of the then CM 
Sudhakarrao Naik. Although Naik hod 
been the hand'picked succevsor of 
Pawar, the two later fell oul aruJ Pawar 
wanted to settle some old scores with 
his new'found rival. 

So. when the riots broke out all over 
Bombay. Pawar. who was the defence 
minister at the lime and could have sent 
in the army, did nothing. Naik's police 
seemed incapable coming to the aid 
of the Muslims and in fact has been indie* 
(ed of actually targeting the minority 
community. And what followed was 
one of the pogroms against the 

Muslims in the history of the city. 

Following a series of bomb blasts in 
the city a few ntonths later, (he police 
rounded up over 2,000 suspect}; under 
the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities 
(Prevention) Act (TADA). Although 
only 7(X) of these are Muslims (and 
1,400 are Hindus), iherf is a widespread 


perception that the Congress ha.s target* 
ed the Muslim community for revenge. 

And finally, the disenfranchisement 
(»f some 42.000 vo(er% — rruHi of them 
Muslim — for failing lo prove that they 
are Indian nationals, has only worsened 
the situation for the ruling pany. In fact, 
the picture is so grim that Bombay Con* 
gres.s chief Murii Deora recenily issued 
a statement asking (he Prime Minister 
to repeal TADA hefore ctiming to Bom* 
hay city. More rei'ently. mini>ter of 
state for home. Rajeih Pika, jeuned the 
litany in appealing lo (he PM to rqical 




• w.* r.. 


Artun Singti b^n his 
nationwide campaign as 
the prime dissid^ of the 
Congress in 

Maharashtra, addressii^ 
public meetii^ which 
were very wed attended. 
This can't have made 
Pawar very happy 


some of (be more draconian provisions 
of TADA- 

I f ihe loss of the Muslim vote w as not 
already bad enough for the Congress. 
Pawar's problems have been compound * 
ed by tlw beating bis own image ha.s 
received in recent times. 

In |9g&'89. (he chief minisier faced 
comiptiort charges in (he midsi of his 
derescrvaiion policy. The mud didn't 


stick. This time around, deputy munici* 
pal commi.ssioner G.R. Khaimar said 
he had crmclusive evidence proving that 
the CM was corrupt and. worse still, 
had links with (hr iindcrw(»r1J loo. 

Pawar could not deny that his pany 
had given tickets to such unsavoury ele* 
mcnis as Pa^ Kalani and Kiicndra 
Thakur. But to say that he had active 
links with Dubai-based don DawiXHl 
Ibrahim was perhaps stretching things a 
bilioofar 

In any event, Khaimar failed K> come 
up with the clinching evidence. Yet. 

unlike the derescrvaiion 
scandal, jhe criniinahsa* 
i tion charges seem to have 
found some favour with 
the electorate. For the 
i Opposition it is a bonan* 
A raand the Shiv Scrui cam* 
B paign is focussed, almost 
^ eniirely. on a personal 
* attack on (he chief 

H minister. 

While refraining from 
ai'lually naming Pawar, 
the Shiv Sena's brain 
bank has devised such 
songs a>, /'M iera CM 
(fecHvno. Hm Horn. 
DoHooif ko iliutif tian<i. 
(PM, your CM is cra/y. 
Oh god. he's been encou¬ 
raging Dawood) til the 
tune ol the popular Didi 
lera dr^ar dee^'Ofus 
from the film Hum Aitf^ke 
Hoin Kami 

Scoft's Salve, "The personal aiiack on 
Sharad Pawar \% a manifestation of an 
extremely puerile aitd childish mind. 
Moreover, they don't secnx to realise 
how serious ore the consequences in 
law of making any remarks casting 
aspersions on the character of any per¬ 
son, Kl eciions can be ann ul led if i 11 s pro¬ 
ved that a candidate resorted io unfair 
electoral means." 

In addition to r^roing in on Pawar. 
Bal Thockefav seems to have taken a 
leaf oul of N.T. Rama Rao's book by 
nuking such populist promises as Rs 
(wo*a-kg r>ce and jobs fin 2.7 million 
unemployed youth. 

The Bharatiya Janaia Party (BJP), 
the iMher hand, has chosen to tread a 
more conventional path. Mindful of the 
chief election commissioner's delermi* 
notion to sec that candidates don’t viola¬ 
te the model code of conduct. B J P<gcnc • 
ral secretary Pramtvd Mahajan said that 
his pany would rely on such traditional 
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methods bs door*io*door campaigning, 
public meetings and the media to spread 
iu message. 

While Mahajan will noi reveal Ihc sub* 
starvee s>f his campaign, it is dear that 
the BJP has lost the Hindutva card 
which gave it much ol' its shine in the 
1990 campaign. Like the Shiv Sena, the 
BJP's campaign is hound lo be a nega¬ 
tive one, Ibcussing on Ihe problems in 
the Congress rather than coming up 
w i th a posi 11 ve agenda of iis < »wn. 

In conirasi, the Congress campaign 
harps on the welfare of Maharashtra and 
the rapid progress made ir> the sute 
under Congress rule. “At the local level 
in villages, the Congress has ver> deep 
roots in the cmipermive movement.'' 
says MP and confidaut of .Sharad 
Pawor. Praful Patel. ''Moreover, ecomv 
mic reforms may not mean much in 
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh as yet. hut 
Maharashtra i.s one of the first states to 
fed the impact of liberalisation. All 
over the state, farm produce is being 
exported and fanners arc talking of the 
rupee‘dollar conversion rate." 

A lthough he has earned Ihe epithet 
'Maharashiru's strongman'. Sharad 
Pawar has never hccome achief minister 
by winning an election. 

He first hccan>c chief minister in 
August i97b following his defection 
from the Congress and the formation of 
the Progressive Democratic Front 


THE GREAT SURVIVOR ■ ,V/i;#r;if/ /i;is i'nnw llinutahu series ttl'e 


mirtisters believe they have worked 
with lightning apeed and compare 
their efforts with those at Uttarkashi 
when another earthquake left about 
I'.OOOdead 

ut DUMArs rnmimk in 

1988-89. Pa war was accused of cor* 
niption during the dereservation 
scandal. The mud never stuck. How, 
Uv deputy municipal commissioner 
claitn^ thu he had conclusive evid¬ 
ence linking Sharad Pawar (o the 
underworid. 'Hiai 'evidence' never 
saw the light die di^. but Pawar 
was pul on (he defensive over giving 
ddtets to such candidates as Pappu 
Kilani and Hitemha Tbfduir. In a 
Sunday latBrview he stated categoh- 
cal|y about Dawoodlbnhiin. Thave 
never met the man. Never seen him. 
Never spoken » him." 


Few chief ministefs have had to 
ccmiend wi(h (he problems Shand 
Pawar has ^ced ever since he was 
sworn in on 5 March.1993 Yekdw 
wily Maratha bas managed to sur¬ 
vive where leaser men would have 
crumbled. A quick run through some 
^die major cri ^ of Pawar's regime: 

SOMB BUSTS: Exactly one week 
after be was swofn-io. a serks of 
bomb blasis rocked Bombay city iea- 
viog 500people dead. Pa war 
sure that the Bombay Stock 
Exchange. «^wre the first bomb went 
off on that black Friday, was back in 
business the following Monday. And 
caused the qiithet of the man who 
restored onkr wiiMn 48 hours. 

Um EARTMBAa: On 30 Sepiern- 
her, 1993. an earthquake struck p«ts 





of Mmuhwada killing over 12,000 
people. As the world ’ s press descend¬ 
ed on Laiur. ftwar's administration 
swung bm gnkiri While die victims 
theauel/ea eompWn about the pace 
of the rsbabditatloaiffon, Pawar's 


(PDF) government, lo 1980. he fought 
the elections under the banner of the 
PDF but failed to form (he govemmcni 
after the Congrei^ got 186 of the 288 
scan. In 1985. he again led the PDF and 
failed (o lead it to victory yet again. A 
year later, in 1986, he rejoined the Coii' 
gress and was anuinied chief minister in 
1988. 

In 1990. with Pawar at the helm, the 
Congress party was able to get 141 seals 
— just four shon of a majohiy. 
However, with the help of 11 Indepen¬ 
dents (most of (hem rebel candidates), 
the Congress was able to form the 
government and Pawar was sworn in as 
chief min j slcr for (he third li me. 

For his fourth swearing-in. Pawar 
was sent back to Bombay from Delhi 
osiensiMy to restore order in the state fol¬ 
lowing the worst ever communal riots m 
Bombay, tn fact, his hand‘picked succes¬ 
sor Si^hakarrao Naik had revolted 
against him and Pawar had to go hack to 
protect hisbasiion. 

There is a misconception about 
Pawar that he is invincible in polidcs.'’ 
says BJP genenil secretary Pramod 
Mahajan. 'But the facts are diametrical¬ 
ly opposed to this." 

What could have seriously queered 
the pilch for Pawar (hi s ii me around was 
the formation of the so-called 'third for¬ 
ce’. a conglomeraiiun of vinous parties 
including Kanshi Rain’s Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) and the Prakash Ambcdkar 



faction of the Republican Party. 
However, although Kanshi Rum has 
been trying to make inroads in Maha¬ 
rashtra. the third foKC is a non-siurici 
No one expects ii io come anywhere 
near ftnming the government to the 
stale; what ii will do. however, is serve 
as a rail y i ng poi n( for M u s I inis and ih4>sc 
disenchanted with both the Congn*ss 
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PawaKs bigsest 
disadvantage is 
the widespread 
belief that Sonia 
Gandhi (right) 
loathes him, and 
would be much 
happier to see 
A/jun Singh 
succeed 
Narasimha Rao 
as Prime Minister 


rashm Legislature cuuld he ihe last bat* 
tie for ihe Cragrebs, Poll probpccis in 
GMjarai and Bihar are hleak, while in 
Orissa U*s a iouch*and>gu siluuiion for 
the Congress. Thui a’ally leaves only 
Maharashtra. 

I(‘s keeping this in mind that Pawar 
was given vtnual lartr Hftmhr in the 
selection of the candidates At kavl 200 
i>f the 2&8 candiduies arc known to be 
personally loyal to him. And for once, 
the CM loo seems lo have conceded 
ground to his arch rivals in the sluie. 
going out of his way ti> accommodate 
such candidates as Ravindra Raut, u har¬ 
dcore Anlulay loyalist, and Rohidus 
Paul who IS known ib be personally 
loyal to PawAT s chief rival S.B. Chavan, 

Yet, the list alwj reflects such old Con* 
gress weaknesses as a propensity to give 
tickets to the kith and kin of Omgres* 
smen. In Ahmednagar. a sitting MLA 
was denied a ticket to accommodule the 
son' of Congressman. Dadasaheh 


and the HiP Seim combine. 

1*hut the 1^15 Assembly elect it hi is a 
do*or>dic affair is evident Irom ilic laci 
thm lor Ihe first time ever in the history 
of the Maharashtra Congress rival 
groups seemed U> hate buned the 
huiciWi * hirnow. 

"There is no lewlcr in Mabarashtra 
who has such an intimate kmiwledgc of 


the suic “ suys Biunbay Congress chkf 
Murh IVora who has never made a 
sAtet of Ihe foci that he and the CM 
don't ofien see eyc*io<ye. "Under 5ha* 
rad Pawor's leadership wc are bound (o 
win" 

Pnvaicly. many Pawar-baitcrs admit 
that il IS a 'swim together or sink toge* 
thcr' sitwaikm. The battle for the Maha* 


Rupawate, and in Dharuvi, a minister, 
hkruih Gaik wad has been denied a 
iKkei iu acciimmodatc the sim of N.M. 
Kamhic. Rajiv Boudhunkur. Other pro- 
nuneni rvlativcs •• • although some have 
got tickets on the basis of iheir indivi* 
dual eketive merit -* include Ajit 
Pawar, nephew of Shu/itd Puwar; Praiih* 
ha Paul’s husband. Kamrao Adik's 
daughter. Yashwantiao Mobite's son 
and S.B. Chavan's son*iii*law 

in Nagpur. Dutui Meghe's son* 


lif/cr It hichlvssvi^wi^untkUi^^ 




MUUM AUENATMm: Following the 
bomb bUais. 2.100 people were ruun • 
ded up under TADA. Of these, says 
(be state govemirwii, only 100 are 
Muslims <while 1,40U are Hindus). 
Yet. the perception is that TADA is 
being us^ specifically to target the 
minority community. In a leoeni sta- 
tetneni. Bwnbay Congress chief 
Mtirii Deora appealed to the Prime 



Minister to repeal TADA bdore the 
elections while civil avlatioa cmrri* 
ster Ghulam Nabt Azad led a delega* 
lionofMuslini leaders to the PM 
who assiRd them dw TADA would 
be diluted shortly. 

Muslims are also an^ at being 
disenfmhised.* As many as 42.000 
voten have been deleted from (he 
nrils HI meuupc^itan Bombay for 
their failure to prove Ihit they are 
indiw citiiens. Since a sUeable num¬ 
ber oi these 42,000 are MuilirDa, ibe 
comrauriily Mv that h Is being shoct- 
Usttd for hvassment. 



■MMIITMirW: On 23 Novem¬ 
ber. aprocesaon of40.000Gowari 
iribals marching towards Ibe Miha 
rasboa L^alarure at Nagpur was 
stopped by the police. Tbe Gowana 
wMied to be ollkially reco gni sed as 


Iribals so that they too could beoefii 
fresn the reservation policy. Instead. 
foUowmg a qiild lathi cha^ there 
was a stBtrg)^. And when (he dust 

bad tenk^l 13 bad been trunpled to 
death while nearly 500 had been inju¬ 
red. While mini ster for tribal develop* 
nett Madhukar Pkhad resigned. 
SbvadNwar look his own time to 
meet and ooQM^ Ibe Iribals.« 


X 








RIDING THE TIGER 


The Shiv Sem^BJP alliance is, at best, a strained marriage of convenience 


O nce he bomiM ihai ihe ufTnin 
dig would fly ai(}p every govern¬ 
ment building in Moh&rasMrv. That 
wa.s ftvc years ego. Today. Baf 
‘niackeruy'.s dream of taking over 
Mantralaya hitK become even more 
remolc. 

While the Shiv Serta is no longer 
the int)rH>liih li used to be — one of 
its prominent leaders, Chhagan Bhuj- 
bai, lull to join Uw Congress along 
with 17 tJtbcr MLAs — the party's 
alliance wiih the Bharauya Janata 
Party (BJPl ha> been t/cadtng an 
imrcasingly rocky path in recent 
limes, llte BJP. leai, has been plagu¬ 
ed with infighiing and dissidcnce. 
with three MLAs leaving the party 
within the last lour months. 

When tile ulliancc was first for* 
filed, It wuv understood that the Shiv 
Sena would gel the upper hand in 
seats tor the Assembly eJeciioos, 
while the BJP would grab the lion's 
share for the Luk Sahha polls. 

Over lime, however, the rank and 
11 le of ihc Bi P has come to regard i he 
6»hiv Senaasa iiabiliiy. Thackeray's 
icodcncy u> shoot his mouth ofT ha.s 
proved 10 be embarrassiog on mort 
than one rxteaMon to the BJP. And 
the party's leadership, which has 
spoken ad nauseam about its 
'disetplined' and 'principled' stand, 
has o^n been put on ihe mat for 
tying up with someone like Thacke¬ 
ray for mere political expediency. 

Sena Vftrrien. on the other hand, 
are getting fed up of being regarded 
as the BJP’s poor TcJatives, When 
Chhugan BhujhaJ joitKd the Coft* 
grass, the Shiv Sena lost its poiiiioA 
as ihe predominant C^posiiioo party. 
And Ihe BJP lost no lime in claiming 
that title fiv itseJf and ensuring that 
Gopinath Mundc replaced Martohar 
Joshi us leadci of the Opposition in 
Ihc state Assembly. Wiihin Uw Shiv 
Sena, this was seen as a terrible 
betruyul at a time of cnsis. 

In fuel, the two parties have little 
In common. The BJP. with its links to 
the Rashlriya Swuyamscvak Sangh 
<RS$I. is a rutional fumy that has late¬ 
ly been trying to expand iisboutxUr* 


ies beyond Hkuluiva. The Sfaiv Sena 
is a one-man show with its sole sur 
confined lo Maharashtra and local 
issues. 

What keeps the two tempenmeo* 
tally very di^erant parties together, 
is the knowledge that a four-coroered 
fight in Maharashira would be entire* 
ly to (he Congress' s advantage. Toge- 
tha (hey stand a chance of giving the 
ruling party a run for Its money. 

Id the 1990 deciions. the Shiv 
Sena had cont&tee^ 176 seals leaving 
(he remainder of the 28S seats for the 
BiP. This time around, both parties 
were deiennirHid to have the ratio 
changed in (heir favour. What follow¬ 
ed were prolonged negotiadun« btt* 
ween 6d Thackeray, his nephew, 
Raj. and son. Udhav. on one side and 
BJP general secretary Pramod Miha- 
jan and Gopinath Munde on the 
other. 

Finally, ii wa> decided that the 
BJP would cimtest 117 seats, leaving 


171 fbrthe Shiv Sena, 

Bui the problem didn't end here. 

On 2 Januaryvdie BJP released its 
first list. While 38 of its 42 silling 
MLAs were given tickets, four had 
been dropped. Almost overnight, the 
BJP was faced with a virtual revolt. 
One of the dn^ped MLAs. Waman 
?anb (Mulund). refused to accept 
the party's decision to give him 
go>l^ and wenj on a hunger strike 
causing consid^ablc embarrassmeni 
within the slate party leadership. 

In Akt^B. another MLA, Kisan 
Raut.who was offered a lickct decid¬ 
ed to uy no thanks and joined the 
Congress. He was the third BJP 
MLA (0 have quit the party in the Iasi 
four months. One duy later, another 
BJP MLA. hhwor Jadhav, from Jal- 
gum distncLtSwitched sidev and join¬ 
ed the Janata Dal 

The resignatum wave didn't stop 
here. A member of the state execu- 
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coven STonv 




(i ve. Ratnaktf Kstmat. qu it *iier criti* 
cising the party for fielding two 
builds of ^bious reputation a» iu 
candidatcb. 

Things weren't much beoer at 
Sena Bhavan. Following the release 
of Its Tint liu on 6 Januaryvibere was 
wme resenTment within iHc rank and 
file over (he renominaiion of the sitt* 
ing ML A frocn Worli. And even as 
(he party was releasing its lisi ai a 
press cooference. two of its nvmber^ 
tried to immolate themselves to prot¬ 
est the fielding of sitting MLA, Daita 
Nalawade. 

There is considerable demoralisa* 
tion within the party over other 
isues. Foi' Thaekemy it is a point of 
pride that his party is a one*rean 
show. And although he has promoted 
various second-rung leaders — 
Manuhar Joshi and Pramod Navalkar 
being the most promineni — of late, 
ha has been pu^mg forward his own 
son. Udhav. and nephew, Raj, as his 
possible successors. 

Thackeray's ability in draw large 
crowds whenever he goc.s isatiributa* 
hie in large measure to the abuse he 
so freely heaps on his opponents. 
Now, even that longuf'lashing has 
been reined in, thunks to the foci that 
several of his MLAs have recently 
been disqualified under the Repreaen* 

I at ion ofK'opIc s Act. 

Ala New Years Dayrally at Chow* 
pairy beach in Bombay. T^keray's 
adniirer> were dismayed to discover 
that the supremo's speeches had 
been reduced to pithy little inarrities. 
Gone were all t'K doubU fniendrts, 
the sly digs a( Muslims, the risque 
}(Aes at the CongrcHs's expense. In 
its place was an extremely respecta¬ 
ble, artd forgenahie. speech li left 
the 50.000* strong crowd add. 

Party insiders say that Thacke¬ 
ray's caution stems from the disquali* 
llcation of his p;iny*s >p(Acsman. 
.Subhash Desai, which was upheld by 
the Supreme Court Iasi week. Desai. 
who was accused of whipping up 
communal pulsion, is now disbarred 
from contesting any cleaion lor the 
nexisix years. 

But despite the problems, the alli¬ 
ance remains intact, hoping that the 
odds against the Congress will go in 
ill favour. In another five week.s that 
much should become clear. • 


in-law. a former .Shiv Sena member, h&s 
been given a ticket. All this has led lo 
considerable demoralisation wilhin the 
rank and file of the party. 

G iven these udd.s,cafl Pa war win? 

And if he duesn'i. can he form the 
govemmeni'* 

Gung-ho Congressmen are confident 
of getting ai least (65 seats — mainly 
from sveaiem Maharashtra and Vidarh- 
ha. While the party has more or less writ * 
icn off Bomrtay a^ Konkan lo the BiP- 
Sena ccHnbinc. the foie of (he party now 
depends on which way Maraihwa^ will 
vole. 

Yet. even if Pa war fai I s i« cohhle loge • 
ibcr a majohiy, il seems to be more than 
likely (hat he will he able to, with the 






counting 4KI emerging as ihe consensus 
candidate to lead the party." 

Meanwhile, in the run-un to the gene¬ 
ral elections. Pa war will w^ii unj watch 
to &ce which way the siiuuiion turns 
There are still many is.sucs ihur ncal lo 
he resolved: Will Arjun Singh be expel 
ted? Will rhe party spirt.' Wlunu wilt IU 
Janpalh support? And cun Puwjr huilj 
bridges with Sonia Gandhi'' 

While these issues are bi'ing resolved, 
Puwar w i II consol idute hi s base in Ma h j - 
rashtra and when the lime comes for him 
to move to Delhi, a year or so laier. he 
will have acquired (he confidence to 
even let someone like Viiavrao l')esh- 
mukh, his former protege who hjs now 
fallen out with him. Hike over as chiei' 


minister. 


help of such disparate dements us tlie 
Indcpcndenis and (hird-forcc Candida* 
tcv. form (he gov'cmmeni once again. 

What (hen? 

Sources cIom tu Paw’ai concede that 
he has not givvnmp his dream of hecom* 
ing Prime Minister of India. However, 
he has decKicd (o go slow. Hi> aides say 
that winiiars’ ti> popular perception, he is 
not in a huiry u> return to Delhi as he is 
CHiremcly pessimistic about the 1996 
U>k Sahha results, 

"Apart from Maharashtra. Mudhyu 
Pradesh urwj a f^' states in ihc niMih 
east, the party wi II be beaten.“ says a con - 
fidani. “However, unlike in (he p^isi 
when the Congress was ddeaied twice, 
this lime there iv no charismatic leoikT 
like Indira or Kajiv Gandhi to hold iIk 
part) logeihcr. It is unlikely thai Sara- 
sim^ Rao will be ahk to deliver ihv* 
giHKis and in such a siiuation Pawar is 


When G.R. 
Khairaar alleged 
that Pawar had 
links with the 
underworld, it 
seemed that it 
was all over for 
the Maharashtra 
chief minister. 

But Pawar 
survived that 
storm as well 


This IS what makes vie km lor Pawar' 
so imporidiu. .4iid while much <if the \ 
CM’s usual cockiness is ahscui this ume 
ansund. he is qmeily banking on the ‘ 
Tl N A i1 hcie 1 s N o A! tei nati n c ) 1 odor. ! 

Raiunaiels f<ir Pawjr. Iiis main con- ! 
lender for iIk’ post of chief miniMcr iii \ 
the Of^Mlioft IS Bui Thavkciay whi' • 
Minplv (kvs niM have ihc stature a 
NT Kama Rao or n De\e (iowd.i '• 
"There is no jlicnialive vuhle IcaJci- ; 
ship." sa\s Praful I'aicl. 

Thars llie mam dil feierwe heUvecn ' 
M^hiirushlfu on I ho ono skIo und Andhra ' 

Pradesh-K.II nuiaka on the othei I'hc ' 
ivJds fight now ;tre on SluinidchiindJU 
(hnindroo Pawar becoming the iic\t 
M.diarashtru chid minisici Mow he , 
turns ihts to furihet his Uiger luiibiiuni 
lemuinsUibcsccn • 
M^rnHmmtMndmro/NowDoMsnd 
l^¥k Noyat/$0n^y \ 


j'lMwrsil 



Vin SANQHVI 


Hindi cinema 
ruies, OK? 

Acknowledge the power of the medium 


If 

m 


Each time 1 travel 
in East Asia. 1 am 
by how all- 
pervasive the influ¬ 
ence of Amertcan 
popular culture is. 
Everybody dre»es 
American (includ¬ 
ing (he women), 
eats Ameikan 
(McDonald * % and Pirn H ut have colncii' 
sed (he Far East wich more success than 
any imperial power could ever have 
encountered) and pretends to be 
American. 

Many CKplanatiuns have been offered 
for this i^nomenon. The most simplis¬ 
tic one is (hut (he Americanisation is the 
iegvy of the V leinam War. now he Id res¬ 
ponsible for everything from Asia’s 
heroin problem to the sesual exhibitton- 
i&m of BangkokPatpong. Another is 
that everybody here dreams of living in 
the US, so America is the pot of gold at 
the end of the Asian rainbow, 

Neither explanation makes much 
sense. The Americanisation began, in 
earnest, a/l^r the Vietnam War and has 
actually gathered speed in recent years, 
long a^r helicopters had taken off from 
the Saigon embossy. And as for living in 
The US, that’s much less of a factor now 
(hat the Asian economics are prospering 
with such rapidity. Few pei^ that I 
have met in 'Htailand over the last few 
years desire to emigrate. And anyway, 
even educated Thais don't spe^ 
English so it would be hard for them to 
settle into the US. 

So, what account for the Americani¬ 
sation of Asia? The more 1 think about it. 
the more Tm inclined to agree with Pico 
Iyer's centre! thesis in Vidfo Nighi in 
Kothmarulu- It i«> not that America is rich 
or that it possesses military power. 

It is i1k influence of American cine¬ 
ma (hat makes (he difference. 



T he hold that American enienainmcnt 
s«)fiware has ov«r the re>i of the 
world is truly asioius.hing. Even if you 
don't accept the Rupert Murdoch ^ew 
that communion was desuoyed by re¬ 
runs of Mias and Dynasiy, it is turd to 
deny that a global popular culture has 
emerged. .And that (he origins of this cul¬ 
ture are American 

It is no longer necessary to speak 
English (o partkipite in this global phe¬ 
nomenon. All over Asia. American mov¬ 
ies and TV show»are either dubbed into 
(he local language or carry suNides. 

As for the muric, it seems to cut 


across language bamcrc. One instance: 
rrtost Japanese do not speak English. 
And yet. Japan is a larger maricet for 
Western music than the UK. Ihus, 
Michael Jack.sm matters more in the Far 
Bast than Bill Clinton. Arnold Schwarze¬ 
negger is a household lurrte (though 

understandably, they Just call him 
Arnold!). 

And yet. Hollywood is not the mly 
cultural influence worldwide. Every 
Indian tourist has his own story of tum- 
iflg on his TV m Bangkok and finding 
Ramanand Sagar’s Ramown being tele¬ 
cast in a Thai veniem; of being asked by 











9 iaxi-()river In Singapore if tie koow« 
Amiubh Bachchan; of going to a cine¬ 
ma in Hong Kong an<J discovering that 
the crowds are for Hum, eic . esc. 

Nor if, this phenomenon restricted to 
South-East Asia. Hindi cinema has two 
diftti net categories of foi lowing world wi¬ 
de . One consists of People of Indian On- 
gin <P10s) and is predictaM> enthusi- 
ostic. Bui it is the second fi;dU>wing ihui 
is mure significant. Tills consists of 
those with no links to India and no know* 
ledge of any Indian language. 

It is this following that makes Hindi 
movies such big hiu in Egypt, in Morg- 


which we are second (even if il Is a dist¬ 
ant second) only to America? Not in the 
areas of defence, economy, pcdifical 
influence. OlympK gold me^s or wha* 
lever, certainly. 

Despite our many failures as a nation, 
dicre has been one success. We have 
retained our sovereignty, our indepen* 
dent identity and uur own popular 
culture. 

It is an Important aciiievemrat and 
one that we should build on. Instead, wc 
sysiematically seek to deny ii. In the cur¬ 
rent tush towards globalisation, wc act 
either as though our own cultural i Jenti- 


the Middle East. 

Oddly enough, the Indian media have 
missed the point. The only people savvy 
enough to recognise oui strengths have 
been the planners al the information and 
broadcasting ministry. 

Sometime this year, they will launch 
a satellite'transmitted world service 
designed to take Hindi movies, Hindi 
songs and local TV shows all over the 
world. 

Initially, (he audience will ctmsisi of 
PIOs. But eventually, with dubbing and 
subtitling, our aotlware could well win 
converts among those who speak iio Indi* 




White Arnold Schwarzenegger (extreme right) is a household name in the Far 


East, the locals in Somalia called all Indians ‘Bachchans' because their only 
knowledge of India came from such films as Sholay (above). And in Hong 
Kong, the cinema goCTs were to Hum (left) 


cco ^ al I over the M iddle East in fact. It 
h bccauitf uf this kind of following that 
our sol dim. who recently went to 
Somalia on a peace*keeping mission, 
were surprised to team that the locaLs cal¬ 
led all Indians 'Bachcharut* because 
their only knowledge of India came 
from /VeHU'' and Fholaw 

O bviously. Hindi cinema does rioi 
ha ve even a icni h of the influeace of 
Hollywood. But look ai it this way: does 
India, av a nation, have even a humIrfJih 
of (he Influence of the US ’ 

Ia (here any field of endeavour in 


iy is not worth preserving or as though ii 
is in danger of crumbling under (he 
onslaught of MTV and Santa itarhara. 

Both responses are signs of 
weakness. Of course, our identity is 
worth preserving; it is what makes us 
Indians, And il is not under threat. All 
arguments about the dangen of the saiel- 
lite inva.sion mis< the point. The real suc¬ 
cess of dv STAR TV platform is nor 
STAR Plus or Channel V. It is Zee. The 
triumph of Indian emenainmeni softwa¬ 
re is such that a channel that meant 
only for India now has a dedicated fcH* 
lowing not jusi in Pakistan, but also in 


an language. 

But if ihe government can sec the 
pomi. then why cun't wc in the educated 
middle classes? Why are we still so srtob* 
bish about Hindi cinema; so committed 
(0 denying iLs influence and reach? 

The American elite may nor love 
Sylvester Stallone. But it recognises his 
inipc^nce in communicating the Ame* 
rican way to the world. That we do not 
follow a similar path probably reflects 
on the Indian elite's own cultural insecu¬ 
rities. Bui it would he a shame if these 
inaecurtiiefi prevented us fnmi building 
on India's one global advantage. • 
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(From left) Shankar Bldari studying a map of the jungle; STF personne 

THE FINAL ACT 


A t the Man Ammo temple in 
foothills of Bannan moun¬ 
tains bordering Tamil 
Nadu and Katanatoka. 
devotee^ gather to offer 
prayers and gaze at the preciout jewels 
adorning the goddess. It is Pongal time 
in Tamil Nadu and most of the h^sev in 
this sparseiy*populated area have been 
freshly whitewashed. All around, blue 
mountai ns reach up to the sky. The lem • 
p)e» the festive air in (be villages and the 
serenity of the jungles belie the fact that 
(his is pan of the temtory under the con* 
trol of (he nouirious ^ai^wood smug¬ 
gler and dreaded dacoit Veerappan. 

For nearly a decade now. the 
45‘year-old brigand, whose home is the 
dense forest spread over nearly 10,000 
square Ulometres, has evaded the long¬ 
est and (he biggoM manhunt launched by 
a joini team of Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu police. 

But now. (be police force, which hes 
suffered both hu mi I iat ion and d ismaius 
ambushes a( the hands of ^tcnpptn‘% 


The cops finally 
manage to comer 
Veerappan. But will 
the notorious 
sandalwood smuggler 
surrender? 

gang, feels more cert un than ever before 
that the hunt is finally coming to an end. 
‘He (Veerap^ian) is now left with only a 
four-memhi7 gang,' says Sluinkar Bida- 
ri. commander of the Karnataka Special 
Task Force (STF). "And he is bec4^iAg 
dcjtpertfe.' 

Whai is making Bklari and his Tamil 
Ntulu counterpart, Waller Dawaram, 
additional dinxlor*generef of police, 
optimistic is uuu the mu.4achioed dacoil 
who. till last yea», had plenty of food and 
ammunition to susiain his gang, is runn¬ 


ing bw on both. Last month's hostage 
drama in which the police and the admi¬ 
nistration gained an upper hand f(« (he 
Hr^l time in (heir battle with Veerappan, 
has also added to their opumism. ‘He is 
again on (he run." says C.V. Shankar, 
the Coimbatore district collector who 
negotiated with (he dacoit during the 
hostage ensjs. ‘J feel his time is up.” 
adds Shankar. 

The assessment oA all the ofBciah ha»i 
a ring of credibility to it since Veerappan 
has shown signs M desperation over the 
last couple of months. According to his 
hroiher. Aijunan, Veerappan even 
sou^l divine guidance on whether he 
should surrender. Sometime in Decem¬ 
ber. (he intensely religious forest bri¬ 
gand. asked for God‘$ help in his time- 
tested way: by removing pairs of stones 
horn a huge pile. 

According to Veerappan's method, if 
only one stone remain^ from the pile in 
Uv end. he would low; If (he end-result 
was B pair, he would once again have an 
upper hand over the police force. God 
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ossing a river; and, Veerappan (right) with his brother Arjunan 


apparcn i ly answered hi s prayers. iodieat* 
ing ihui he should begin ncgoiiacion^ for 
surrervder with ihe <iuchnriiies 

B ui divjne guidarxr did nM lead to 
divmc inicrvenbon. At the eiKJ of 
what Shankar terms as the Tirsl hkiod* 
less encounter with Veerappan' , he end¬ 
ed up losing his emissary. Ariunan, to 
I he authorities, besides three other hard¬ 
core inemhers of his gang— Aiyyando* 
rai, Rangusw&my and Kadamhooran. 
The police and the auth(»- 
ritics sec this incident as a 
big setback fur Veerap¬ 
pan since Aijunan was 
widely regarded as the 
'brain' of the gang. Dur- 
*ing the raid. Veerappan 
also lost a lot of foodsluff 
when the S7F raided the 
camp and the gang mem¬ 
bers had 10 Hce. In the 
confusion, htistagcv tuk* 
en by the gang could 
e.scape. 

Till the raid took i^acc, 

Veerappan, who had tak* 
en a deputy superinten¬ 
dent of police. Chidainhu* 
ranaiham. and two others 
as hostages for 27 days 
had been culling the 


ahots So when Veera^ian 
suddenly talked about sunender. his 
intentions wert not very clear. Bven the 
terms set by him to come overground see¬ 
med absunJ. The question thcrefoR is: 
how serious is (he brigand about laying 
down arms'.* 

Going by pa.«t record, the intention 
was cleariy to buy more time. Veerap¬ 
pan had played (he 'surrender* card even 
earlier w iih disastrous consetpicnces for 
(hose pursuing him. In one of the cases. 


he had I ured u deputy con servatorof fore¬ 
sts.? Snnivas,intohis hideout in 1991. 
Srinivas. who believed thal the dacoit 
had mended his ways, went into the fore¬ 
sts unhesitatingly only to be brutally 
beheaded by the gang. 

Veerafi^ian had however made a 
'senous* offer to surrender last year. In 
May 1994. Bidaii received several fee¬ 
lers 5iaymg the notonsius brigand was, 
willing to negoiiaie his surrender. But 
when Veerappan was 
told thal (he surrander has 
to be unconditional In 
reium for which the gang 
members' lives would be 
pniiectcd. there was no 
reply from Veerappan. 

Again in July and 
August last year, a num¬ 
ber ot audio cassettes 
were sent lo the superin- 
tendmi of police ui the 
Tamil Nadu Special Task 
Force seeking fresh terms 
for laying down arms. 
Bui when Veerappan 
insisted thal a police offi¬ 
cer shtHild be scni unami* 
ed lino the I'oresl, the 
talks broke down. The 
police, aware of the 
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IN-DCPTH 


Tlie Veerappan tapes 

Taking a peep into the sandalwood smuggler's mind 


dKoit's (rack rrcord, were clearly in no 
mood (o take chances. 


If Wkis is sandalwood cuner Vee* 
I rappan. With reference lo 
yourme^^^ege...'* began the tapes the 
Aotorioiu brigand MM to the Coi mba- 
tore diatrict collector. CV. Shankar, 
during the negotiMions for the 
release of hostages and hisgang'ssur* 
render last mondt. The lengthy tapes 
gave an insight into (he 
man. w ho has unlea^Kd a reign of ier« 
ror in the states of Kamauka and 
Tamil Nadu for over a decade now. 


The tapes mainly contained Vee* 
rappan *s much^wrineo about 
demands such as Rs l.OOOcrofe.a 
granite mining lease for a hundred 
years, anns ai^ ammunition for his 
gang members. Mack cal protection 
and the {mence of die President of 
India for the suneoder ceremony. 

Many dismissed the demands as 
highly ridkulous**. WhM th faUed* 
to realise is that Veeri^ipafl was not 
joking, he was dead serious. Whai 
came through clearly was that Vcc' 
rappan does not see himself as acri- 
mnal at all. If anything, he sees him- 
seif as one who is as innocent os an 
angel. 

People, who know of the brutal 
ways Veerappan emt^oys to kill and 
maim, have unhealratiogly termed 
Mma^dticctae. Onec^his 


demands also revealed that he is a 
megalomaniac. He has demanded 
that he should have the sole right to 
make a Him oe his life, with himself 
in the lead ide. 

His sense of selMmponance does 
not end (here Having lived all his life 
i n the forest. his only cooiaci with the 
outside world is a radio set through 
which he keeps abreast of the latest 
news. During the negotiations. Vee¬ 
rappan insisted ihai the talks “be 


covered noijust by AIRbui on the 
BBC lou.'l will be wailing (o hear it 
on the next news bulletin .* 

There is naiKing even remotely 
reconciliaiory in the (one used by 
Vecfippen. who realises how Ng an 
emharrvsmem he is to the police for* 
ces and the government of the two sta¬ 
tes. In dw long* winding messa¬ 
ge which tasted haJf-an^wur. the bri¬ 
gand quoted insUrKos ^>m 
Ramayan and Mohabharai I i beitl ly, 
while detailing hew he had killed 
ptriicc informe r s and would continue 
to do so 'till blood flowed like a 
river*. 

As expected, he also had uuer con¬ 
tempt for the p^ice forces. He flay^ 
the police vdwmcMly and uMd choi¬ 
cest foul words to describe their kind. 
He even abiMed^oiimal ists for writ¬ 
ing nasty ddng^ about him. a 


But this lime around, ihe authorities 
feel IhiU he might he serious about sur¬ 
rendering. According 10 Shankar, "Aiju- 
run (old us ihai the entire gang is very 
keen on doing so. TKj^ is who( makes us 
believe that Veerappan may surrender. 
Arjunan him^lf made ii clear that he did 
not want logo hack to rejoin Veerappan." 

Chidambaranaihan. who was in (he 
gang's capiiivity for nearly a month, 
endorses Shankar's feeling. 'Before 
Arjunan left (hv forest for negotiations, 
he said (hat he would ensure ihui everyth* 

‘ ing went well so ihai everyone in the 
gang could come safely out of the forest 
and surrender to ihc police.'* 

Even otherwise, the Tamil Nudu offi¬ 
cer feels the gang is keen on calling it a 
day SomctiiiKs, when niidambarana- 
ihar preiended to he asleep, he could 
mcrhciu (he gang iiK’inhers (alking 
iintong themselves. "From what I guthc* 
(vd. Veerappan is willing u> surrender, 
but Goviodan is the one who is stalling 
thepovess." 

IIk DSP says Gtivindan. who is a 
long standing inciiihi*r of ti>c gang, kepi 
insisting ihiit ihcy sIkhiIiI surrendci only 
il their tenns were nLCcpIcd hy the 
government "I felt Veerappan was noi 
keen on most of his demands such as ask¬ 
ing for Rs MXlOcnMC. All he is serious 
alH>ui IS iliji the eases against him arc 
dropped." says Chidamhuranathan. 
'Vccreppan is imiw feeling eoinercd 
since he krKms iliai there is no way the 
hum lor him w ill he eallcO off until he is 
caught, dead or alive." 

Shankai puisitiiK^a'sueciMclIy: 'Vec* 
r.ipjun's gang inenihers aic ordinary vil¬ 
lagers with dreams of having a house 
and eiushcslike ow ning a tape-nxorder. 
They are tired of running fiir iheir lives 
[ all lix’time Now they are also becoming 
I desperate heeaiise of lack of numerical 
[ sirenglh. amis, amniumlion and food. 
They mi^i have n<» option but to give 
in. It is apparent that (Ite gang members 
arc tiring from being on the rur. all the 
lime." 

What the police are counting on now 
is Veerappan's inability to replenish hi.s 
slock of weap<»ft*. and food. According 
to Chidamharanaihan, Vecr^an and 
his gang members had survived for a for¬ 
tnight only on edible roots found in the 
forests with nothing else to cal till they 
kidnaf^Kd him From what the DSP has 
reveal^ to the .STP. (he gang is also left 
with a few firearms and very little 
ammun Irion. 
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lN.DCPra 


D ctipiK being cornered. Veerappan 
may find ii difficult lo submit him* 
self 10 the auihoritics because during hi^ 
!^0*yciir career of plundenng the forests 
for profits, he hus killed 104 people — 
policemen, forest officials, civilians and 
members of rival gangs — over 500 cle*. 
phanis and felted thousands of sandal* 
w(K>d trees, >{c knows that he has to 
siand irial in ui least 54 cases, five of 
which are unOcrihcTcminst and Disrup¬ 
tive Aciiviiies (Prevention) Act 
(TADA). 

It is in this context that many feel Vee* 
raptian would prefer death to defeat. 
Although the police say their aim is to 
cay;h the dacoii alive, mosii of the offi* 
cers admit in private that if they ever 
him within firing range, they would not 
hcsituic lo sh<KH him dead. But tk)cy also 
suy that V e rappan w 111 pr< ibahly ki II him* 
self before they did Says an offieer: '1 
don' t he I ie VC thal he w i II e ver al Ui w hi m* 
scl J ti > be cau g lit a I i vu by us. ^ 
h IN hcciiusc of ihis 
lisped of Veerappan's 
psyche that lusi week. 

I here was intense specula* 
non III I he press on whe* 

(her Ik was still alive. 

Many believed ihai he 
iKid coitiiiiiucd suicide 
Some reptiOs even went 
lo the extent of saying 
ihai Vcer<4p|>aii had taken 
his own life after the raid 
on his hideout by the STH. 

All STI* incmhcr says 
ihai ibe ihi*ory behind the 
spccul.iium was due to 
Vccrappai i ’ v dc spera- 

\ ii »ii "With the attack. the 
net arourKi hint got closer 
than ever hclbrc. Now he 
is handicapped in many 
ways: his brother Aiju- 
nan hus suncndcrcd. and 
be has lost «i laciical battle 
with the police for the 
first time. Bu( iikistofall. 
his rcpuiiiiuni as someone (o be fear¬ 
ed has suffered a big blow. The fact (hat 
the hosiugcs managed lo esc^x unseat)^ 
cd has considerably eroded his image. 
This is the kind of ignominy that Veerap* 
pan. who is often bombastic in his 
claims, would iioi be able to digest,** 

But whal really sparked off suicide 
speculations were (be (apes that the 
dacoit had .sent to the police (i^e box) as 
II pari of the negotiations. Apart from 
spewing venom against the cops. Vee* 


rt^ipan talked about taking revenge 
against Dawaram. who has led the 
Tamil Nadu STK opemiom against 
him. More imponanlly. he said that he 
would rather kill himself than face (he 
humiliation of being caught or shot dead 
by Dawanm. Since it was the Tamil 
Nadu STF which took the lead in attack* 
ing Veerappan on 30 December. 1094. 
the theory was that Veerappan had 
assum^ that Dawaram was leading the 
attack and had killed himself. 

S hankar, the Coimbatore disinci 
magisiraie. reyects the .suKide theo¬ 
ry. "He probably targeted Dawaram 
since he sees ihe poltce officer as his 
main challenger. ** Oiidambaranalhan 
agrees with this. He says the dacoit had 
often spoken about killing or maiming 
Dawaram * Veerappan is determined to 
kil I the offKer. He seethes w i ih vengean¬ 
ce ai the very name of Dawaram.* 

With suicide ruled out. Ihe 4|ueslion is 


The STF raitf on Veerappan’s 
camp inside the jungle has 
come as a blow for the 
notorious smuggler. Me Is 
now said to be left with just 
a four-member gang 


whal will Veerappan do now? Accord* 
ing to the police, the dacoit still h&s 
lakhs of rupees sta.d)ed away in the fore¬ 
sts. but it will not be too useful since the 
supply of food and ammunition has been 
effectively cut off. 

I 

As the police see it. the only option 
left for Veerappan if he wants to survive 
in (he forest is to kidnap more people. ' 
e ither for ran som or as hostages for nego* 
tiaiing a fresh deal with the auihoritiet. 
both of which he has done before. 

The DSP. who stayed in Veeraf^an's 
captivity fora long pertdd. feels he is pre* 
pared to do more damage than ever befo* 
re "While I was with tiKni, the gang was 
preparing to launch a big attack if ils 
demands were not met. Veerappan him¬ 
self said that he would carry out such a 
drastic attack on the task forces that Ihe 
authuriites will have no choice but (o 
lake his demands seriously." 

The police officials are fully aware of 


such art eventuality and say they are pre¬ 
pared to fight him. "Veer^pan has beco¬ 
me a spent force now," says Bidah with 
confidence. 'The days of the Veerappan 
reign of Iciror is goi ng to come to an end 
very soon." 

These words may or may not come 
true, but there is no doubt that the battle 
of wi(s between the police and the notori¬ 
ous dacoit has reached a crucial stage, • 
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Bar to 
boardroom 

Somnath Chatterjee holds the key 
to West Bengal’s industrial revival 

S nmnaih Chwerj^. CPl(M) MP, may well 

A mcxkm^day Midas (o cum We%i B^gal inco 
Sunar BangU. Ever !»ince he took over as 
chairman of (he West Bengal Industnal Dcve* 
h^ment Corpontion (WBlDC) laM Septcm' 
her. thib burly, avuncular, hamster has been busy selling 
dreams to a people starved of hope. And none ot them are 
pipedreams, he avers. a.s. he hawks muhi-crurc MoUs to 
the media everyday. 

Ii has only been four months since he came <n to the 
scene with the brief to rejuvenate an industrially* 
moribund state. And during (his shon span, Chaiierjee has 
been constantly on the overdnve, trying hard (o bcai the 
odds that seem insunnountable. But if this initial four* 
month lap is any indication of his uUimare chances in a 
race again SI nine, one would say he has done rather well. 

Chatterjee. never a hard-li ne Marx i st. has set a new pace 
and style in the WBlDC's functioning. Its Mclid ways 
have largely gone; unwieldy, multiple departments have 
been shrunk to a single window, computerx have speeded 
up reluctant clerks and projects arc t>ow being processed 
and passed in record time. 

And (he results — if one is to go by reports — are 
showing. "The response is overwhelming.*' Oiaiierjcc has 
claimed repeatedly. 

The building of a Rs IttlO'Crure minor port has heen sign* 
ed up; (he l*rC is planning to invest in a big way; and so is 
Hindustan Lever. There are offers from Amenca. 
Australia, England and Japan; and MoUs worth Rs 8S0 
crore have already been struck with businessmen fnmi 
Singapore. 

Chatieijee is also talking of mega plans to make the 
dream come true; an elaborate network of roods, express 
ways, a north-south corkfor, improved river transport and 
hopping air taxis. 

Al 1 thi $ appear al mo.si surreal, unattainable 1 ike the corn- 
mu nist utopia. But Chaneijce’s singlc*higgesi success so 
far is that he has made the Bengali look beyond his nose 
and reki ndled opiimi sm i n a people wrecked by 17 years of 
unimaginative governance. Even a hameJ. cynical Calcui- 
lan would today admit that things may change after all. 

'The OppOi>ii>on Congress party in (he ^ate. however, 
thinks that Chatterjee’s claims are pboney. It says that no 
invesimeni is in the pipeline and (hat the WBlDC chair¬ 
man is merely painting a rosy picture to bag votes for the 
Left in the Assembly elections next year 
But right now. Bengalis, despite their natural scepii* 
c i sm. wou Id n * t like to he told they are being conned."' am 


local daily. 

And people believe what he says. 

SOM HATH CHATTERJEE was loM)ed into the West 
Bengal scene by chief minister lyoti Basu when he made 
him the WBlDC chairman, a break from the tradition of 
appointing retired chief secretaries to the key posi. Industri¬ 
alists had developed an antipathy for the organisation 
meant to attract investment to (he state. 

Ccariy, Jyoti Basu's move was aimed ai initiating a 
new culture. 

In fact. Basu's industrial policy was undergoing a quick 
iransfonnation. much to the discomfiiure <»f puritan 
Marxists. Private capital and multinationals were in; milit¬ 
ant trade unionism and no‘work-mk>re-pay were out. 

The induction of Chatterjee at this paint signified 
Basu'v readiness to go ihe whole hog. The two understand 
each other well They share similar upper-class back¬ 
grounds. both are barristers from England, both arc politi* 
cal modemtes i^'hocdcd in Hriiish parliamciuary iradi* 
lions, (hey like the good things of tile, and arc refined 
hhoiJniUfks. who can talk on a one-io-onc basis with 
ifHlusirial magnates. 

Cliaiieriec is still amsidered * lightweight in the piiny, 
though he IS the leadeiofiho Marxists in Parlmmcni. He joi¬ 
ned Ihe CPhMl in 1%8. became a mcmtHT ol its West 
Bengal state committee only in 1^87, and is yet to liiid a 
place in (he party's central coinniiltcc. 

Bui Basu evident I j needed him more than the heavy- 
wet ghts, C*hai(crjcc has been an M P s i ncc 1. except 1 or 
a year aticr he was (Sefeated by rnaxcnck C'ongrcss leader 
Mamau Banerjee in December IQK4 

As a leading lawyer, he persi'inally knows many of the 
lop induNinalists. who have hccct his clients some iinie nr 
the other. He has been 4>n several parliamcniary csmimii- 
tees and knows how the Union govcm/iK*ni functions. 

INTHEiwiUghl years of his political career, the octogena¬ 
rian chief minister is pursuing a vision. Vor nearly a decade 
and a half, his own parry aitpartin fiik and an unincndly 
gosemmeni in New Delhi had stymied his style and warp¬ 
ed his goal 

Today, with (he socialist world changed beyond rvcogni* 
non and (he Centre's liberalisation policy opening the 
floodgates to investment, Basil is trying to make his state a 
iront-nmner again. And in this imdeavour, Chatterjee is 
his most (rusted lieutenant. 

It also appears that Basu iv grooming him as his succes¬ 
sor. Ever since Chatterjee a.ssumed ihe new role, be ha.s 
hinged the spotlight, leaving oihers in ihe shade 

Bui. will Siimnaili Chaiterjec succeed in m^ing West 
Bengal an invesior'sdesiinatirm? 

One cannot he Mjrc. But right now. Chaiterjec has eve¬ 
rything on his side: a blank cheque from ihc chief mininicr, 
political stability, surplus electricity, abundant natural 
resources, skilled manpower, a fairly liienite population, 
and. above al 1. a people crav i ng for c hangc 

If Jyoti Basu secs himself as the arthitea of a new 
Bengal. .Somnath Chatterjee is the one who will have to 
build bnck bybnek • 
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telling you what I have been assured. ' said Chattajee to a 
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What a boost 


I Ever since 

he hung up 
his boots, Kapil has been 
Slumped by fhc faci ihal 
his fans in India have 
continued to shower him 
wiih the s;iji»c affection 
ihcy reserved fen him ai 
lhepc«ik of his 
pcrfoniuiiice. But the 
master ull'roumJcr was 
con»plctely bowled over 
when Singapore Prime 
MiniskrOoh Chok Tong 
handed him u handsome 
complimctu. 

Delivering the keynote 
address at the Cll 
i centenary and partnership 
i summit in Calcutta. Cnih 
Chok Tong urged (he 
industrialists assembled 
I there to "he like Kapil" if 


Considering that these 
words came from the 
premier of a country that 
plays no cricket, the 
Haryana da put Mr has 
reason to feel truly happy. 
So will Kapil, himself a 
businessman of some 
standing, start prcM^ribing 
B(x>si to our i ndusi riali sis? 


HONEY BUSINESS 


Fornwsiof 
last month, 
all (he girts (andtbtnr 
maidservants) who were 
trying lophcme Adilya 
Panscholi couldn't gel 


through to his number. 
Kcason: he was engaged 
on the 'hot* line — 
making threatening culls 
to Anil KaptHtf. 

Not that KapiKtrknew. 


L 


OSING TRACK 


they were to usher in 
economic prosperity. "He 
would not have been fhe 
world's most successful 
howler had it nol been for 
the years of training arxl 
exposure lo Ihc highesi 
standards of 

competition,''Tong said. 
s(rcs.sing the need for a 
competitive indusiria] 
environment. 


These days 
it IS dilficull 
to see P.T. Usha spring. 
Far easier for her lo spring 
suipnscs at I be media. 

AHer hcrdismal 
pcrfixmance in the 
Hiroshima Games, one 
would have thought that 
U.sha would return to 
married donK*s( icily. 
Wrong. Usha is 
convinced (hat her failure 
at the last Asian Games 
will be her stcf^ing-stonc 
10 success. 

"If I have to win in an 
inlemalional event. I have 
to fir^ lose, like this, (wo 

or three times." she 
argues. Did we hear that 
right—rHY> nr three 
times? Is the Sports 
Authority of India 
listening'? 

8ut Usha is undeterred 


by criucism, "1 am 100 
percent sure that 1 can 
pcrl'ivm well," she 
persists, "I will show Ihc 


MHOAvn 







CompIMby MJ 





It ull hcgjn when Anil 
htiy^cJ Sanjuy Dull's role 
in Chal's Trimurti. The 
'mysterious caller" 

wumed that the Him wa^ 


world ihul undimly ilicn 
will I slop." 

Now. we're all running 
seared. 


P.l. IWm: tM |«M liMpe 
han^bigoii 



Fusion, not confusion 


A«t|ra7 

anii-naiionai — and the 
star would have to bear 
the consequences of 
accepting the offer. 

A tormented Kapoor 
turned to the police who 
swung inlo action and 
traced ihc colls to a Juhu 
hotel —withPunschoU 
^>n Ihc other cod. The 
reason was not difTicult u> 
gather cither: Adilya was 
the next choice for the 
coveted toW. 

“It must have been 
because of the nik." 
Kapoor told .Sunday after 
the episode. As for 
Adilya, he was not 
available forcommcni. 
Yes. his line was 
engaged... 


OLY 
COWS! 


Fusion 
music, feels 
Zubin Mehta, does not 
Orw assumes that 
the maestro conductor has 
not heard Dr 
; Lakshniinorayana 
' Subramaniam's tnspired 



These days, 
it'scatlk' 
that are at ihc receiving 
end of hil!i‘kuUaW4iUi 
ManeKa Gandhi’s 
kindness, GarvJhi’s Irusl. 
Petiplc For Animals 
(PI' A). is organ i si ng a 
charity exhibition and 
sale of over 100 paintings 
in order to raise funds for 
a shelter for 1.5.000-odd 
stray cows in the capital. 

Such cmiticnt artists as 
M.H. Husain. Manjit 
Bawaand AnjolieUla 
Menon have agreed to 
participate in the bovine 
cause and the rdielicf is lu 
be built on 63 acres of 
land (Ki Delhi's northern 
periphery, allotted by 
I .l-Govemof P.K. Dave, 
According lu the iiH>vl 


Mutleto 


I 


performances. 

L. Subramuniam. a.s (he 
renowned Indian classical 
violinist is better kmiwn, 
has done a lot uf fusion 
music. For starters, 
Subramaniam gave the 
music for Mira Nair's 
Missisxipffi Masah- 

After winning the 
Presidcni*s award when 
he was only 16 years old. 
Suhrainaniam has more 
than lived up to that 
honour. And now. the 
I ndian music maestro has 
added another sur to his 
already formidable 
repertoire: he islo 
pcrf(M‘m ina lusion 
concert with the London 
Phi I harmonic Grebes Ira at 
the Royal Albert Hall. 


^mm lAt KAHTA 



celebrated animal-lover 
in the country, thousands 
of cows roam the streets 
of Delhi because dairy 
owners th row 1 he m out 
after ihey stoppnxJucing 
milk. "We pick up at least 


ten a day," she says. 

Despite critic ism from 
certain ituaricrs that all 
ihisalicniion to the 
animal kind is urwullcHi 
for. Maiicka simply 
refuses to be cowcti down. 













WHO'S BUSY SENDING TELEVISIONS TO TOKYO 




I 


Deudes a global presence in automobiles, 
shipping, trading... to name a few. Prompt! ng the 
world losit up and notice their exceptional quality. 


Japan's main supplier of top'of-lhc-lioc TV sets 
Korea's leading name in the high-tcdi clectiontcs 
market comprising electric home appliances, 
personal computers, components and more. 


AUTOMOBILES « OEFENa S AEROSPAa ♦ ElfCTRONICS • TBOIUS ♦ MACHINERY • RESOURa DEVELOPMENT • 










DAEWOO. THAT'S WHO 


Now in India. DCM Daewoo Motors Lid., 
bring you world class vehicles. 

Creating waves... around the world. 


IRAOING » FINANQ • US $ M BliUON TUBNOVER « NO. 33 ON THE KXOUNE 500 • PRESENT IN 100 COUNIKIIS 






JAVSHREE SENGUPTA 


PUBLIC 

TBANSPORT 


• Those who have 
to avail of public 
transport know the 
hassles involved. 
Many people have 
to hire private 
transport under 
duress and this is 
getting more and 
more expensive 
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Double-digit inflation may derail the 
reforms process 


These days, whe* 
(her nch or pour, 
everyone isconvin* 
ced I hat the rale uf 
inriuiittn is higher 
IhaA wKai unc sees 
in (he new'tpapuv 
One day. ii is 
sillily up. and 
aiMtther day. il is 
slightly down. With great fant'are, this 
news is displayed and paraded. Rul it is 
hard to fool the actud consumers who 
aic hav t ng to cope with t ising prices eve¬ 
ryday. If econofnic reforms are to rrukc 
a speedier headway, u is esseniial that 
inflation is conirulled. Otherwise. Ihc 
wbokjVDgramme can go awry. 

ll.aS began well, when (he th.7 per 
eef.4W£in of August I9QI was 
lo i single>digii number 


hy Augu.si 1992. and ihc downward 
(rend continued (o ie«a;h 6.9 per cent io 
April 1993. Bui then, trouble started. 
The diHiMe-digii raic oT I0.$ per ccru 
was reached in March 1994. and prices 
rose even further due lo an incrta.se in 
money supply, which was aitribuied to 
(he biffgcooiDg fmeign exchange rcAcr* 
vcs. SioLX September 1994. ihc infb* 
(ion rate has been declared as contained, 
but by the end of 1994. double-digit 
inflation has again been sighted. 

The general level of inflation is mca- 
suied the pvint'lo-pcnot changes in 

(he Icvd of all cummodilics* Wholesale 
Price lndc:c(WPf). The Consumer Price 
Indca (CPf) mrasurcs the prkx situa¬ 
tion on the retail level faced by (he 
urban labour fcuce. Both arc averages 
and so are bound lo hide some sharp 
ends The WR dw^ ncn include servi* 


CCS and lhal is a serious gap because scr* 
vices arc a very importani part of the 
OiTKs Naiikmal Product and of a htxise* 
hold's personal expenditure also. F.vcry* 
one is feeling ihc high cosi of services, 
telephones, transport and health. 

In the case of health care, (he 
inadei|uacy of puhlK health scrvKcs K 
forcing people to seek private ^ncdjcal 
care which can be very expensive. This 
is happening al>o in villages where 
even very poor people are taking their 
sick relatives U> small (owns ft>r private 
ireatmau. As for postal and icIcphiMic 
services, (heir ineflieiencics are dnviug 
people to resort io courier ’devices 
which arc very expensive. And those 
who have to avul of public traiiKpiTrl 
know the hassles involved. Many 
people liavc to hire private transport 
undM duress and this is getting more 
and moa'expensive. 

The Wpl also relates to whitlcsale pri* 
CCS. which arc always lower than letail 
prkes. We. the ordinary consumers, 
however, arc dealing with retailers who 
keep a heavy margin, especially when 
snudicr quantities arc purchased. Musi 
consumers are, therefore, not paying the 
prices wholesalers arc charging from 
?4H;|AuC|jas. Tliis uxlja price each con¬ 
sumer has to pay when buying from 
retail shops is not reflected in the WH. 
Even so, the overall WPI has been ris¬ 
ing rapidly. Since March 1994. ihc rise 
in WPI has mainly been due lo (he rise 
in prices of fcHid articles, which rose ai 
an annual mte of 15.1 
















bis >nosl of bsl year. The CPI-AL ha.5 
been higher Uun CPl-lW and ha.*; had 
an annual rate of M.2 pei cent. Thi*> 
could be mainly due to the rise in the 
price of CN^mial food Hems in (he nirtil 
arcus, and these items have u higher 
wcighiagc in ihc CPI*AL 


HEALTHCARE 

• llie inadequacy 
of public health 
services is forcing 
people to seek 
private medical care 
which can be ve^ 
expensive. This is 
happening also in 
villages where even 
very poor people are 
takir^ their sick 
relatives to small 
towns for private 
treatment 


W>us. (he ptxmst and the most vulncra* 
I Me sections of (he population have 
had (o put up with u Joubk*digil infla- 
dun rale for some lime now. TIk reason 
for (he rise in (he price of fuodgrains is 
(he higher minimum support prices ol fc* 
red 10 ^armer^, since (he reforms began, 
mainly as incentives to sell ai home and 
ma cRpoh everything. This ted to the 
)ump in (he ivsuc price tif foodgriins by 
511.2 per ccni since 1941. and (hat of 
cereals by S7.K perccni. Since ihe refor* 
ms began, ihc price ol pulses have risen 
by 59.5 per cent and sugar by .56.6 per 
cent Kven tCAiile prices have risen hy 
42.5 per cent, drugs and medicines hy 
41.9 percent and ciccirici* 
ty by 6;),6perccn(. 

calculations of the 
two indices <ire on the 
BBBWI taking provisHv 

HHH||H|| naJ figures for (he current 
I year wHh Uic uHifimied 
or actual figures (or (he 
corresponding (X'liod in 
the prcMous year Oatu 
for the past several years 
reveal that provisional 
estimates arc lower than 
final esUmaics. The diffc- 
ES rrnce between the provi> 

rr sional and final estimates 

is also going on iocreas* 
courier over the years. 

When the price ol 
food anicks rise as much 
as they have done in India, the poor 
stop consumini more nounshmg food 
This eoukJ have a dongcnius impact 
on the worker^' health and capabilities 
in the future. 

One way of containing mriaiion 
would he to control the government's 
budget dcficil. but this seems unlikely 
in (he wake of the multi ^ demands on 
the giiHfnmcm's budget since the elec¬ 
toral debacle in the south. Any more 
^Kci-(i&bicning may be difficult 
bccouac the pro-pour image will have (o 
be maintained araf eipenditurcs on rural 
programmes, health aiKl cducatUm can¬ 
not he curtailed any funher. And a wage 
freeze would be lai painful. • 

•ceoMMC ane Ma *1N** 0«>» 













■ The 

revolutioii on 
wheals 

TToragn car rranufactufm 
r who inietKl to opefl shop 
in India axt wondering ahoui 
which models u> bring in. 
Surveys show ihai dtt Indian 
market prrfer^ 
value •/or-money lypcof 
models, and so far. Maruli 
Udyog Limited (MIJL) has a 
munopoiy in this segment. 

But. nut for lung. 

DCM-Daewoo, which had 
chosen a 1.3(KI cc model for 



CP/Aol tteutor; eyeing the 
smaM car 

the Indian markei, is 
re working i is siraiegy. There 
are rept^sihat it may bring 
in Su^uki's updated 800 cc 
car in 19%. which Daewoo 
makes in Korea under 
licence. 

Likewise, the Daimler 
Benz group, which has a 
col I aburation with Telco to 
manufacture larger 
dj splacemeni and ex pensi ve 
Mercedes cars, is aJs<i eyeing 
the small car segment. 

This wa.s indicated by 
bdzard Reuter, chainnan of 
Dumkr Benz. AG. who was 
in India recently. He said 
(hat h is company was 
studying the feasihility of a 
small car in (be Rs 2-R.s 2.5 
Jakhbnckci Reuter is 
optimistic about the Indian 
reforms and has plans to 
invest DM 2 billion m the 
next five years in India. 


a 


s '-t 


IpMuomcAixinTA 


mssfmKnm-GMMmwm 
amAtt NWWiWUttS. OIITK ISSUE 
OrmVADSATKW 




■ DresMdto 
conquer 

T he garment export 

business has hm in (he 
news for some linte. 

The exporters have been 
nuking icprescniaiions to 
the government in respect of 
minin>um floor prkes. 
which they claim had 
bcciime a handicap, because 
il made Indian exports 
uncompetitive in foreign 
markets 


The government seems lo 
have realised this at Iasi. It 
has decided to do away with 
the floor prices system and 
has introduced measures to 
.simplify garment expiins. 
The ofTicia] explanation is 
that the system had outlived 
its utility, the Havala market 
had disappeared. the rupee 
was now much more siahk 
against major foreign 
currencies and the Indian 
expurier was moving in the 
middle-range of the foreign 
market. 


EVENT OF THE WEEK 




Manmohon Sinf^h is under pressure to 
present a popuUst Budf^et for 1 995-96 

Union rinance minister Manmuhan 
Singh, il seems, was loo busy with the 
coming Budget to attend the 
Confcdemkin of Indian Industry's 
cemenary and partnership summit in 
Calcutta, last fortnight. 

And it looks as if his job of preparing 
the Budget for 1995 is going to be a tough one. Singh is 
believed (o be under pressure from wHhin the party (o 
present a populist Budget, which comes in view of the 
1996 geueia l ckcikms and the party's recent debacle in 
the southern States 

This could be a strung iodfcation of the nalucc of the 
1995’96 Budget, which is likely (o be presented on 2S 
Rbruary. despite chief efectiooconanissiooer T.N. 
Seshan's request to postpone the mnouncement. 

Manmohan Singh has been meeting a cniss-seclion of 
Coogres MPs indi viduaUy. to elkil their views on the 
subject. Sin^ prubaWy wants to be sure that the reforms 
don'(^ derailed if the Confess is thrown out of power 
io (996. 

Many MPs have cauuoned Singh about die benefits of 
reforms not pereottfing to the poor, while referring to the 
observatioAs made in (he recent survey conducted by the 
Naikmal Sample Survey O^ganisaiion. The poUiical 
in^kaiioos are evidept Md the Opposiiioa is most likely 
U> take the fullest advamife of h. 


‘Hk decision makes 
sense, and it is expected to 
give a boost to the Indian 
exporw. especial ly in the 
conon segment, as Pakisun 
has formally announced ibe 
faiJure of its cotton crop for 
(he third successive year. 

■ Mp. dip, dipt 

T here is good news for 
coffee connoisseurs. 
Cimsolidated Coffee 
Limited (CCL), a subsidiary 
of Tata Tea. which claims to 
be the single largest coffee 
producing company in Asia, 
has introduced 100 per cent 
rich, filter cofTcc in coffee 
bags. 

Branded as Tata’s Cixirg 
coffee bugs, it oflers the lasic 
of filter coffee minus the 



Coorg coftve Oage iristwit 
nil 

hassles of making il. (X^L 
has also taken care to 
preserve the aroma of coffee 
by using a superior laminate 
zipper pouch. 

Priced aiRs 25 per 100 
gias, each packet contains 25 
bags. The company claims 
(hat the new id^ i & catching 
on. even in the traditicmal 
fi I ter coffee belu in 
kamatakaand Tamil Nadu: 
the company has already 
cornered 9.5 per cent of the 
nuukci share within 18 
months of iu launch. • 





















SINESS 


The National Stock 
Exchange could well 
reduce the importance 
of the Bombay Stock 
Exchange as the 
country’s premier 
bourse 


Bullfight 


>r (he bomhay %UKk 
b^change (BSb), which ha.s 
for Jong enjoyed the privilege 
o1 setting the trends for the 
broking conununiiy in the 
country»1995 could well turn out to be 
the most critical year in its century-old 
history as the ct>untry's largest b^rse. 
Its supremacy is now being challenged 
hy the National Stock Hichangc (NSE), 
which began functioning in July 1994. 

Though the bmilc for the number one 
position between the BSE and the NSE 
had started right frrm then, (he real fighl 
will be witnessed in 1995. 

The NSE scored the first point, when 
the Industrial Development Bank of 
India (IDBI). which is going puWic in 
the last week of January, announced that 
it would seek listing at (he BSE and the 
NSE« thus opting out of (he other 
exchanges — in Calcutta, Delhi. Madras 
etc. This announcement set off alarm 
bells in the boardroorru of the BSE and 
the other exchanges, all of which have 
now turned lo the BSE. looking for guid* 
ance and help, as they find themselve*; 
too small and insignificant to take on the 
might of (he NSE. 

The .smaller exchanges are upset 
because loss of any listed company 
means loss of business. aj>d a prestigious 
company like IDBI slipping out of their 
hands is definitely a major seibKk for 
them. It could well .Mon a trend that 
would see a larger number of companies 
opting for the combination of the BSE 
and the NSE, cutting the other 
exchanges out of (he picture. 

As the NSE grows bigger und bigger, 
its ability to challenge the BSE will also 
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BOMBAY STOCK EXCHANGE 










The smaller exchanges are upset because loss of any 
prestigious company like IDBI slipping out of their ha 


i ncrease. So, even if the BSE ii od [hrea* 
(ened directly at (he moment, (he deve¬ 
lopments are cauung a kx of concern at 
Dalai Street. However, a mc^ immedta* 
le threat to the BSE comes from the ambi- 
tiofts of the NSF to acquireaimly oaiion* 
al stature. Recently, the NSE put out 
advertisments in various newspapers 
seeking members from several smaller 
cities like Pune, Cochin. Bugalon, 
Mysore, Ahmedabad, Vadodara etc. 
The NSE plans to link thcite members 
through VSAT (very small aperture ter¬ 
minal) loenable them to commence (rad* 
ing on the NSE from iheir towns. 

Tins move caused alarm and the 
BS B president, 6 hagiraih Merc hant, cal • 



led an emergency meeting with the 22 
other exchanges to revive a proposal 
(hat the BSE had mooted almost a year 
ago. The proposal. National Slock Mur- 
ket System (NSMS), envisages linking 
these 22 exchanges to Bombay electnKti- 
cally, thus enabling a broker in Rajkot, 
for instance, to buy or .sell in Bombay 
through his computer. 

Merchant claimed that the NSE had 
hijacked his idea of creating a truly naiio- 
nkl stock market and asked his c<Kinicr- 
pans from other exchanges to expedite 
planning for the NSMS propt^al. A 

B'. 



meeting of the uNnmittcc appointed (or 
ih is purpose i s >chedulcd iitr 2.^ January. 
B ut crcai i ng the entire N SMS ini r jM me • 
lure and making it opeialioiul c<iuld 
take at leaM a couple of years. 

However, seeing (he pact ^ by the 
NSE, it is very likely that the RSE will 
try to get Its NSMS g<Hiig uhhin the 
next MX months by inhijlly linking 
Delhi. Madras and f'ukuMa with 
B<Hnbuy. 

T k' compciilmn Iahti the NSE is not 
ihe only thing that the BSE has got on 
its plate. The market ha.s been *vn the 
downslide since the Iasi six months — 
iU volumes are pitifully hrw and there is 
no buyer iraeresi. And BSF/s executive 
directur, A.N. Kolhatkar. is visibly 
upset about (hese developments within 
tbe market. 

"We are wiinessmg the umlinumg 
phenomenon of i«'<Juciion in the 
votunKs. There is absolutely w* buyer 
interest. The reasons vc wvcral and 
includes ihe prevailing political 
uncertainty in the couniry, ITtc market 

has become so shallow ihai i( is n<« lon¬ 
ger possible for any major deal to come 
through. People arc losing interest in the 
market. My Nggesi cona*ni is (hat if this 
uiuaium persists, then it can alTeci the 
forthcoming issues in the primary nw* 
kci and we could witness the failure of 
some of the issues. These questions need 
lobe jddrcs.scdimmcdiatelv Buisurpri* 



singly. J do not find any awareness o( the 
MtuaUon lairamgsl the authorities),'* 
says Koihatkar. 

The main reason behind the current 
Slate of af&rs in Ihe market is the low 

vtitume^ that prevail. And that if; linked 
to the abVTKe of any kind of mechanism 
that allows lorward trading or specula¬ 
tion in ihe market. Hence, the market 
hasdriven away the real market • makers 
— those who speculate by going against 
(he trend of t he market jnd I hu s generate 
vdumes. Ifeveryisncin the market is»eb 
ling, the contrarians become buyers and 












isted company means loss of business, and a 
ds is definitely a major setback for them 


ificu^er. But it ishiirmful in the U>ng run 
us (he stock exchanges will he coinpct' 
ing for (he same cucnpunics and will he 
Meed i ng each tn her. “ 

Damani blasts (he N5»H saying ihai it 
has proved to be a non-sianer even in (he 
debt market despite all the puironage 
(hat it receives from (he Reserve Bank of 
India. *]ls volumes siill hover around a 
rather dismal Rs 13 crore. and on 30 per 
cent of the days, there is no iruding at 
all." he says. 

He hav u(ber grievances againsi ihc 
aulltoniies. "The world over, rctonns 
arc initiated in the banking sector lirsU 
so (hat the flow of funds is smoothened 
OMt. Only then are the Mock markets reof' 



A.N. KOLHATKAR 
"We are witnessing the 
continuing phenomenon of 
reduction in the volumes. 
There i& absolutely no buyer 
interest. The reasons are 
several and includes the 
prevailing political 
uncertainty in the country" 
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BUSINESS 


Why was there a 
sugar shortage and is 
there a case for 
decontrol? 


The 






n the of it, li»]ia 
should never hsve u sugar 
shortage. For a doaen 
years now, it has been the 
world's largest producer 
of sugar ca>w. Aj)d yct^ tb^ was a 
sugar crisis last year, that won’t be for- 
gouen easily. 

Prices rose sharply. E>elayed imports 
cmi (he country Rs 600 crare. There 
was embarrassment to the government 
m (he midst of crucial AssemUy elec* 
(Sons. And one Union minis(er was forc¬ 
ed to resign. 

Before 1994 too, (here were pn> 
bleitis with (his commodity. Evccy fwo 
years, in fact, (here has been a sugar 
shortage. And in those years when there 
wasn’t one, (here wiu a glut and manu* 
faciurers made losses. 

The Huctuaiions in production can be 
as much as 40 per cent in consecutive 
years, For example. 65 lakh tonnes of 
sugar were produced in 1977*78. but 


two years later, this slumped (o 39 lakh 
tonnes. Then in 1991-92, a record 136 
lakh tonnes were produced. This was 
down to 100 lakh tonnes two years after. 

Why does (his occur? And what can 
be done about it? 

There are no easy answers. Sugar 
was decontrrJled first in 1971. but pri¬ 
ces rose by 20 per cent. The same thing 
done seven years later led to a price 
crash Rigid price cottntds were inindu* 
ced in 1978 and (hey cunttnue but have 
altered nothing of sugar's cycle of 
caiastfophy. 

Now, once again, (here is demand for 
decontfolirng (he industry. It comes out 
of no conviction really. Not is it anyth • 
ing serious. Private manufaciuners want¬ 
ing controls ended also speak in underto¬ 
nes of the experiences of 1971 and 
1978. And itj any case, nobody appears 
prepared for full decontrc4 and deJicens* 
ing of (he industry. 

Then there are those who oppose 


deconcrol in principle. Among them are 
(he sugar cooperatives, mainly in 
western Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh, 
which have strong links with politicians 
when they aren't owned by them. 

The biggest no^hangers of all are the 
politicians and middlemen who make a 
great deal of money out of sugar. 'Twen¬ 
ty years ago * says a private industri¬ 
alist. "it cost Rs IS lakh in bhhen to put 
up a sugar factwy. Today, it costs Rs SO 
lakh." 

There are other ways of corruption. 
In last year's scandal, manufacturers in 
the country lobbied against imports, des¬ 
pite the shortage, and made crores of 
rupees in the price rise that followed. 
Politicians got their cut from it. 

Then, when imports were allowed 
aher a public uproar, the intemationaJ 
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sugar cartel raised prices. Those who 
imported at these inflated rates also paid 
off politicians. So, it has been going on. 
And all the while, consumers have subsi¬ 
dised this scam. 


THEMJAL'PMCEORTHE 
*CONTIKN.LEir SYSTEM 


A m^or pan of the problem is the sys¬ 
tem itself. Sugar is sold through a diud- 
pfice system. In this, all sugar nunufac- 
turen have to sell 40 per cent of their pro- 
ductiM 10 the government ai a price 
which is less than their production cost 
This, inteiKled for low-income groups, 
is the ration sugar sold through the 
public distribution system (PDS). The 
rest of the sugar is for free sake. It is with 
ihU sugar that the manufaccurers subsidi- 


THE ISSUE OF DECOmiNN. 


Apart from gur*makcrs, there are two 
major camps in the industry which are 
ai each other's throats. The Indian 
Sugar Mills Assheiation (ISMA) is ay- 
ing hoanc for decontrol. ISMA is an 
organi^tion <4 179 members, lit in 
the private and in the puMic sector. 
In the aitemuih i>f the sugar crisis. 


Tlw »a|*r A«t UMft only wMU 
•«i4« Into ooAoMomt Ion. Tho 
otliof owootoiiNn ogonto, gar 
and fc/iandoaff, onloy 
comploto docontrol, Mudito 
tlM annoyanoo of tfio wMto 
•ugar Induitiy 

se the PDS quota, and hence it is far 
more expensive. 

Private manui'acturers say that the 
whole system is a farce b^ause less 
than half the industry is covered hy it. 
IIk Sugar Act takes only white sugar 
into consideration. The other sweeten¬ 
ing agents. and kharuhari, enjoy 
complete decomrol. much to the annoy¬ 
ance of the while sugar industry. Gar 
units do not have to ^up^y to the PDS 
ai a subsidy. They also do not have to 
pay the farmer (he minimum! 
government-advised prices for cane. In, 
a nutshell, they can buy their raw maieri-l 
al and sell their produce at whatever 
price (hey please. 

Says Shivajirao Palil, president of the 
National Fe^ration of Coc^rarive 
Sugar Factories (NFCSF), about the 
lack of a level playing field: "Cur and 
khandsuri units have no taxes, no levy 
quotas. They arc not operating on an 
equal footing." 
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in the world. The worid av«nge it 
22 kg$ per capita per yew. India'! 
average u 23 kgs (ioclixling gur 
and kktndsari). U is perh^ the 


ISMA launched a Rs 20-lakh advenise- 
TTieni campaign on the virtues of 
deconin)!. This was. according to Lhe 
secretary general, S.L. Jain, was ‘'urfei* 
td (owanls the public at large, the con* 
sumcrx and the cane-growers. and aim¬ 
ed at a better underManding of the econo¬ 
mies of sugar." 

While ISMA wants the entire indus¬ 
try to be decontrolled and made equal to 
the gur units, the rival cooperative sec¬ 
tor in the country is for bringing the gur 
units also under .some son of conin>l. 
The coopcraivc sector is represented hy 
the National Fedention of Cooperative 
Sugar Factories and has more 


AT A GLANCE 


Thetugar scenario in India 

.□ me augff iaduatfy in India li 
vordi about Ra 12.000 ciore. . 
Sugarcane U (he Ivgen crop in 
tanm of weight hero tod tae 
third-largcu In valua lenna. The 
gover nmen t. (heftforo» hro maay 
growerttopleaae. 

O India is (be largaat producer of 
sugarcane m die world. But India ii 
also among the largest cootnmen 


•ufnreiAei Mta la Hw tafgnet 
produeor Md mao on* of thn lasgoat 
flomuHWra In tho world 

than 2.M) members. Out of (he 450-pius 
.sugar nulls in the country, the coi^ra- 
live .sector accounts lor 60 per cent of' 
the sugar production and I5»MA the rest. 

ISMA secs no reason why the indus¬ 
try should subsidise the PDS. "Sugar 
mills would collectively he Iming Rs 
1.200 crorc per year on account of (he 
PDS system,' says B.H. Koiharu presi¬ 
dent of ISMA. The a.s.sociation points 
out that the ration sugar is given not 
only to the p(x>rer sections, but even to 
the rich. Because of the large difference 
^between the subsidised and market pri¬ 
ces. huge amounts of PD.S sugar arc ille¬ 
gally diverted and sold in blaikmarkcts. 
This defeats the very purpi»se of PDS 
sugar. 

Sugar is also the only product which 
is subsidised hy Lhe industry and not hy 
the government. "Rice and wheat, 
which are essential items, arc bought by 
the government in the open market and 
then subsidised for die PDS. Why can¬ 
not it do the same for sugar?" asks Vik- 


ram Raina. corporate adviser with the 
Triveni group, which has a sugar plant 
in Uttar Pradesh. 

Although (be cooperatives are also 
burdened with levy sugar, the NPCSF is 
totally against dccontnri. "Decontrol 
has been tried before and has not wor¬ 
ked." says Paiil. In 1971-72. sugar was 
decontn^kd and the price ruse by 20 
per cent. Seven yean later, sugar prices 
collapsed when there was decemtiol 
and Utfn ruse again. "In both in&unces. 
partial cnotrol had to be established 
again in a little over a year.” says Paiil. 

His detractors do not agree. Says one 
of them: "Naturally, if decontrol hap¬ 
pens in a year of abundance, prices wif* 
crash If ii hapfwns during scarcity, pri¬ 
ce! will rise, h has. so far. only been 
imposed to tide over some temporary 
situaiionv. never long enough for the 


only hem io whkb we exceed (he 
wmid'i averoge In consuaiptioa. 
The govenuMst has. therofore, 
many cotuuacn alto to plense. 

3 17k wertd produedoe of sugar is 
115 miliion tonnes. India produces 
ow ten ndlljofl (oonet. But the 
worid produedoo of kkondanff (1 
mUboA lonnea) and gur (14 millioQ 
loftoes) ahnosi entirdy comes from 
IsAt. 

O Out of die total world 
production, only 25 rdllion tonnes 
are available for free trade. Even e’ 
shenate of two or (hree per cent 
affects world trade. 

Q Dcapite ru potential. India ii 
nowbeie in the wdrtd sugar trade 
Even hi 1991-92, when there 
wes a bunker crop. Inda exported 
sugar worth Rs 7^ croro. 
reportedly at i loss of Rs SOeiore. 

3 It is widely felt'thA India is 
loeing glotrel opponuirities because 
of its domeeUc sugar poliae!. At a 
lime when (hot has ^n a 
shortage the world over. India 
could have made a huge killing, 
had it not been for its policies on 
sugar. 


industry to find its own feel." 

The real reason for NPCSF's appre¬ 
hension about decontrol seems to be a 
fear that cooperatives may not do so 
wdl as the private sector. It is fell (hat 
the larger companies have other advanta¬ 
ges too. Bigger-capacity factories produ¬ 
ce molasses in viable quantities for 
alcohol manufacture, and can go into 
forward integration. Such companies 
will make thrice as much money as the 
ones which merely sell molasses. This 
will enable the bigger companies to cut 
their sugar prices even further. 

This IS where the crux lies. ISMA 
feels (hat the govenimeni is unwilling 
lo displease (he strong coc^rative farm 
lobby. In Mahara^tn. for example, the 
cane-groweri who are member! of ihe 
cooperative, collectively put in only 7.5 
per cent of the coat of (be mill, the 
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government about 25 per cent, the re&t 
being raised from boctowinp. 
However, the coopeniivc factory dots 
not pay any dividend to the government 
on it& income, which i$ instead divided 
amongst the members. So, the high 
care price that cooperatives at present 
offer to the fanners is not just raw materi* 
al price, but the cane price plus 
dividends. 

The private sector feels that coopcni' 
fives hog profits disproportionate to 
their inputs and thus receive a subsidy. 
Says one private industrialist: "On a sin^ 
gle cooperative mill of R$ 50-crore size, 
the government sptvL something like. 


govq nm ent offered them total 
decontrolling for nine years, enabling 
them to sell all their sugar in the cfeo 
market. The new mills are upset aboui 
decontrol as it would remove this subsi' 
dy and open them to competition. “Naui- 
rilly, then U a large tjiiciK of applicants 
for new sugar factorKs." says Jain of 
ISMA. There is no justificalkm in prop¬ 
ping up new sugar mills in this man¬ 
ner.** On the odier haitd, he says, it is an 
inducement even to esisting unirs to 
shut their operations and open new 
sugar factories. (Rnally. the govern¬ 
ment withdrew the subsidy for plants 
coming up after March 19d4). 



The ration sugar is 
given not only to 
the poorer 
sections^ but even 
to the rich. 
Because of the 
Large difference 
between the 
subsidised and 
market prices* 
huge amounts of 
PDS sugar are 
illegally diverted 
and sold in 
blackmarkets 


Rs 1,5 crorc per year fev servicing its 
input of Rs 12 crore. But the govern- 
mcni is paid no dividend for its cipiial 
by the cooperatives.*' 

Yet. the government is not keen on 
rermiving thiN subsidy. Almost every 
poliliciar of any standing in Maha- 
ra.sh(ra headv a cooperative and that is 
where he derives bis political power 
from. It IN the politicians* consiiiucnts 
which benefit from this subsidy. 


WHY NEW FACTORIES OPPOSE 
_ DE CONTROL 

N ew factories, some in the priv ate sec¬ 
tor too, oppose decontrol for the same 
reason. They also cn.ioy a subsidy. As 
an incentive for new sugar mills, (he 


Patil of NFCSF feels that the incen 
live was justified {until now, must of 
the new mills were in the cooperative 
sector): The older factories have the 
advajuage of develcfied sugarcane area 
and low capital cost. With dtxonlrvl. 
(he new units would suffer losses * Bet¬ 
ween I9R0-K1 and im-94.84 nvwcuu- 
perativefacioriesand 11 new private fac¬ 
tories were set up. says Patil. The pres¬ 
ent move for decontrol, phina ftu ir, is 

to scuttle the succevs achieved by sugar 

factories in the cooperative sector." 

However, maricei sialysLs feci (hat 
decontrol would be best in the long run. 
with the government maintaining a buf¬ 
fer stock to stabilise the market, should 
it go a wiy. ** (t wilt bring prices to a tvaso- 
nable a^ stable level, and remove 
uneenainty.** says one analyst. 


But neither the cooperatives nor the 
private sector are in a hurry for the real 
freeing of the sugar industry. Both 
oppose delicensing, for instance, which 
will mean increased compeiiticm. Both 
hide behind the argument that the exist¬ 
ing licensed capacity, including the new 
licences issued and the expansions per¬ 
mitted. is more than sufficient to meet 
(be country's consumption. Jain of 
ISMA estimates that if all (he new units 
went into production, sugar output 
would touch 250 lakh temnes in 2000 
AD. a.s against the current consumption 
of 11^ lakh tonnes. 

The existing mills fear that with deli- 
censing. more mills will compete for 
the same produce, pushing prices up. 
The extent to which (be indusiiy has 
been shackled is evident from the fact 
dui in almost all Mates, factories have 
been allocated specific areas for picking 
up cane where rH> other factory can be 
set up. creating small monopolies. Deli- 
cenhing will weed out inefficient facior- 
tes (hat continue to flourish today in the 
absence of any competition. That in 
lum will mean better prices for (he 
cun&umer. 


CORRUPTION IN SUGAR 


Delkenving wi>uld also mean axing 
(he corruption that exists in the govern- 
meni UKhiy. 'Oui domestic policy is a, 
monster, ridden with conqilications and- 
contnidiciions,' says one industry obser¬ 
ver. "First, the government ha* two poti-. 
cies, one each ior the cooperatives and 
private mills. Then two more — for 
inew private mills and old private mills. 
Then half-a-dozen more in the form of a ; 
dificrcni policy in each sugar- 
producing .slate. Then ii Iries lo pander 
In both the consumer and the cane- 
grower, whc*se interests are contradktn-' 
ry. Not ti> speak of a different policy —' 
or nra-policy~ Riratternaiive sweete¬ 
ners like;^ur." 

This is whui makes sugar so vulnera¬ 
ble. Starling from the estimate of pro¬ 
duction. there is confusion. This year's, 
canc estimate ranges from civil supplies 
minisiiy s 1IH lakh tonnes to the food 
ministry's 122 lakh (onnes lo (he. 
industfy\ 120 Ukh tonnes Last y wit's 
estimates ranged from 106 lakh tonnes 
to 114 lakh tonnes, with (he figure 
pegged at 98 lakh tonnes. This allows 
(be industry to suppress the actual pro¬ 
duction 11 gu rv and ih us in fl ate prices ari i -' 
ficially. ULst year's sugar scandal was 
about all this. • 
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POLITICS 



THE 

BATTLE OF 
NERVES 

Narasimha Rao threatens disciplinary action 

against Arjun Singh 

W 


Ken Aijun Singh 
re>^igne^ from ibc 
Union Ciibinei on 24 
December, Prune 
Minister 9n6 Con* 
gress presideni P.V. Narasimha Rao 
acknowledged ihai he wa> under pressu* 
rc. He forwarded Singhvcvcn*pagc 
resignation letter "with deepest regret" 
10 the Prcsidcni, got his council of mini* 
«iers together on December for an 
end-of* the'year show of strength, and 
indicated that a Cabinet reshuffle was on 
the cards as also a parly revamp, 

In order lo sliow that he was stiJI in 
control, Narasimha Rao declared at the 
cen icnary celebraiions of the C.jh fede ra¬ 
tion of Indian Industry in Csdcuna that 
economic refomis uouJd continue in 
their present form. 

Then, as Gingress president. Rao 
accepted the resignation of the UPCC 
(Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee) 
F^ident, N.D. Tiwari, replacing him 
with his political adviser Jiicrtdra Pra¬ 
sad. and sacked the Tamil Nadu party 
chief. V.K. Ramamunhi, and appointed 
Kumari Anandan, a leader of the faction 
opposed lo RamamurthTs. a.s thelamil 
Niju Congress Committee president, 
(Seefitlliniing xforit's ) 

Surprised ai Rao'i^ assertiveness, the 
dissidents changed lack ui this point In a 
letter (o the PM, Aijun Singh reminded 
Rao that those who had h«n loyal lo 
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi had a 
prior claim to parly nomrnarionv in the 
com ing A ssenibi y elections. The conten* 
tious issue in the war between Smgh and 
Ran was not only the inefncicncy of the 
Prime Minister ^ $mgh*s allegation 
now w&s ihai the PM was prcji^iccd 


against the Indira and Rajiv loyalists. 
And just as things were hotting up. 
(here was a drop in temperature. TlW 
?M*s confidant. K Karunakaren. 
announced that he hadn't really asked 
for action ugamsi Arjuo Singh. 

Singh also staged h ctimb-duwn and 
told newsmen that he was in touch "with 
all the groups" in the pany. "The crisis 
will be over m three nr four days." he 
told reporters after attending a meciing 
of ihc Muslim intelligentsia in Delhi. 

Several days later. biHh sides were 
still keeping their powderdry. 

D espite the air o( confidence shown 
h) (he PM* s camp, it i s deqily di vkl- 
cd Ml bow to handle the Aijun Singh 
crisis. 

"We're dismayed that (he leadership 
is not getting lough This kind of thing 
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needs an iron hand. MIN want u semblan¬ 
ce of diH'iplinc and unity. The leader* 
ship is ino tulcrani -> and now, we 
shield irtinsit from one stage (of solV 
ness in handling dissent i to another," 
sakJ the Union parliamcninry aflairs 
minister. V.C Shukla 

Another Union minister in (he Rao 
camp warned himihai he wtuiid lose sup¬ 
porters H ho didn't ilo something soon to 
cofliain .Singh, "1 told him: T itMican go 
I to Arjun .Singh as the others have done. 
) and say I'm with you If you want me to 
stay with you. you should do something 
I lu show you mean business. Inaction is 
not an action'." According lo him. Rao 
a.ssured him tliat he would lake uciion 
On several occasions in the Iasi leii 
days it seemed (hat this was indeed ihc 
case. Sources in the Prime Minister's 
OfTKC <PMOl said a meeting of ihc Con¬ 
gress Working Commiiiee tC'WCj hail 
been called. But each time it failed to 
materialise. 

This was because at kist two CWC 
members. N.D Tiwuri and A.K. Anto¬ 
ny. made ii clear that ihey would oppose 
any move to either censure Aijun Singh 
or expel him from the party. That meyni 
a vole iniheCWC. 

"You can imagine whai will happen 











NtrnlnM lUo (^ft) wtth Ar)M Sliifth: 
miW IN* PM rlM to tlM cki I I•n 90 ? 

to it u preti’dirni is sci l«>r viXinti in 
the inuelin^s ol I he wixking eommittev. 
linLiy, he niuy the C’WC u^xinsi 
Arjim Siii^h and if itHTe is voting, he’ll 
probably svini hut whui is ts> slop soiiieo* ’ 
ne froni using it again si hirn latersaid 
an Arjun Singh ciiMip’hillowci 

Minister ol stale lur iniertul sccuriiy 
Rajesh Pilot and AlCC (All India Con 
g^*ss Conimaieel gs'ncral secretary 
AhiTKil Paid adi>pled a middlc- 
ol’*lhe*rsidd stand. It was clear that if 
there was a show down, at least six mem* 

bcfs of the CWC- ' Afjun Singh. N.D 
Tiwuri. A.K Antony. Ahmed Patel. 
Rd)esh Pilot and K. Karunakaran — 
would plead for Singh’s clemency. 

*Su far it is jusl S]\. Rut we don't 
know how many riiorc will join OtK nunv 
her. We can’t depend fully on Vjjaya 
Bhnskaru Reddy, lor example. And in 
any case, a ts not a maiiei of 6 versus U 
or 6 versus the rest of the extended work¬ 
ing eomiriiiiec. This kind of cxcivisc 
sclK us hack each ti me.' said a PM' s aide. 

Kao didn’t help matters either. At a 
public meciiitg held by the Youth Ccwi* 


gress in his support, he struck out at the 
'Jai Chands' in the party, ‘'Tterc is a Ijik- 
$hmart rekha for dissidence. We have to 
be careful of the enemy within. We 
know those who are our erKmies. But 
what do you do with chose who clai m to 
be our fnends hut sub you in the back at 
(he least oppoftuniiy?* 

S oon after the PM made this speech. 

his aides got active. Calls were 
made to all the CWC rr»nhef^ incluJ* 
mg KaruDokuraft. who expressed hrv ina¬ 
bility to oblige the sxxaries ul the take 
action against Aryun Singh* camp. 

Karunnkaran told iGjesh Pilot on 
Monday night f 16 January) that he was 
under pmsuic from the Muslim Lea* 
gue ‘A rrty hoha. 1 have to keep my ow n 
chief ministership. Whai uvr will 1 he to 
(he PM if Pm no longer ihe CM of 
Kerala.’ he is reported to have told Pilot. 
In ocher states too. there i« more sympa¬ 
thy for Agufi Singh than the Rao camp 
imagines 

At)un Singh himself might have mdi* 
cuicd that he wax ready for talks but his 
followers remain belligerent. "This i% 
me a fighi fur unity among persons — 
we re seeking a unriy ot principles/ 
said M L. Poiedar. 

Singh's adviscrx are chalking iHit a 
hectk pnigramme for him. He'll start 
his campaign from I'trupaii. Andhra 
Pradesh, and then go to Sriperuiiibudur 
in Tamil Nadu He’s also expected to go 
to Luckrtow on I Kebruary to participate 
in the Ti wan'led satyagrahs against the 
Mulayam Singh Ya^ government in 
Uttar Pradesh. 

Alter tlie PM'v frontal avsauli on the 
dissidcnis at Ihe Youth C ongress rally, 
he w'ould kise credibility if he 
were to back out. A CWC meeting is 
expected to be held between 1 9 and 24 
January where both Ihe issues — Aiyun 
Singh’s revolt and the question of with* 
drawal ot support to the Mulayam Singh 
regime — will he debated. The CVk’C 
will probaMy pass a rcsolutioo cntk'iv 
ing Acjun Singh and also announce the 
withdrawal of Congress supqxxt to 
Yadav 

But the protikm for Rao doesn’t end 
there Repons from several stales say 
that Arjun Singh's stand has wmi him 
many supporters. He is expected to get a 
rapturous welcocnc in UKknow and is 
billed as a star aiiracikm in Madras 
How the Pnmc Minister deals with 
Atyun Singh remains to be seen • 


Dropping names 

Rival Congress camps vie 
for Sonia '$ support 

E ver lince Aijun Singh began 
making noises against the 
Cxngresa leadership. Sonia Gandhi 
has been making headi ines. First. 
Union civil aviatjon minister 
GhuLaiD Nab) Azad claimed that 

(here was 00 one closer (0 the 

Ntimj-Gandhi funily than himself, 
and he threatened to expose Aijun 
Singh for lying about Sonia. T^n. 
old family friend Mohammad Yunux 
quoted bit as saying that she would 
rather beg on the streets of Delhi than 
join politics. 

For a while, Sonia did not react 
But when the race to get into her 



good hoc4;s turned hot, JO Janpaih 
made il clear that Sonia Gandhi had 
not issued any siaiemeni nordid she 
au(hon»e anyone to speak on her 
behalf. 

It was a snub lo all those who were 
trying to draw her in as an arbiter in 
tM P.V. NarasiiTihaRao>Atjun 
Singh row. 

The last hmetion Sonia Gandhi 
BUended before she left for England 
for a week on 16 Jinuaiy wav the 
Anny Day high tea. hosted by the 
chief of army staff. Ccocrdl S. Roy 
Otowdhury. She chatted informally 
with army wives, and explained that 
she was going to London to attend a 
meeting of a council of schools 
called the Round Square. 

It was suggested to her that she 
might want to brief the presx about 
this project. She reacied strongly: 
'Me!' sheexetaimed. 'meet the 
pres»?' For the moment, at least, 
Sonia has chosen to kex'p lier mouth 
shut and avoid prying reponm. 
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JftHHlra Prasad balag watconad Jn laekaov: cteallaagas ahaad 

A MISSION IN LUCKNOW 


L iicknuw’s Chorbiigh rjilwjy 
station wore a festive look on 
12 January. Hundreds of Con* 
^lesscnen uilired in wdl* 
stariKcd and spcjtli^hi while 
kuna*pyjama thrunECd llW station and 
as many as seven band parties stood in 
anecidance. And the moment Jiicndra 
Prasad alighted from the Shaiabdi 
Express, trumpets blared and slogans 
rent the air It was as if dK saviour of the 
Ultar Pradesh Congress party hod 
arrived. 

As Prasad's motoreade passed 
through the busy street.^ of Lucknow on 
its way to the FVudesh Congress olficc, 
thousands lined the six*km long route to 
have a glimpse of him. And the hands 
playing populai Hindi film tunes only 
added to the ;oyous mood. Even the 
PCC office, the NdvuBha van, wa.s illu* 
mi Dated and Congressmen were there in 
large numbers to welcome Prasad. 

However, beneath all the fun and 
show of unity, there was u strong uiKkr* 


Jitendra Prasad, the 
new UPCC chief, 
arrives in Uttar 
Pradesh to a 
tumultuous welcome. 

But can he unite the 
warring Congress 
factions? 

cuirent of resenimenL Snide icmaiks 
about the new PCC chief being a nomina¬ 
ted head could be hevd and an influenti* 
al group within the PCC had boycotted 
the public reception on 12 January. In 
fact this vfv perhaps the Hnl lime that 
the L^utgorng PTC chief. N.D. Tiwari. 
wa.s not present to welcome h»» 
successor. 


Jitendra Prasad, however, appeared 
unfazed. What's more, he made it very 
clear in the beginning that he was unwill¬ 
ing to listen to any son of complaints 
against N.D. Tiwari. In fact, when some 
joumaJists pointed out that Tiwait hod 
cfeliberately chosen to stay away. Prasad 
shot back. ''.So what i f he could not come 
dow n to fulfil a formality. After all, he's 
busy in more impoilwt maitere in the 
party's central election committee in 
New Delhi." 

Prasad was e^tuaJly unperturbed over 
the absence of some prominent Tiwari 
loyalists from the 12 January reception. 
SigDificanlly. oi>e of those who boycott* 
ed the show was GotMnaih Dik«hil. who 
had been asked by the party high com¬ 
mand to "take charge of the Congress in 
UP until a new chief was formally elec* 
ted". Senior partymen such as fontter 
minister Lokpaii Tripathi. Kukum 
Singh. Narcndra Singh. Arun Kumar 
Singh 'Munna' and Sheila Dixit also 
stayed away from the 12 January 
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reception. 

lAttf, most of them issued a statC' 
ment saying (hat they were preoccupied 
with the birth anniversary celebrations 
of Uma Shanlur EMxit in Unnao. 

S urprisingly enough, many those 
who demanded immediate with* 
drawal of support to the Uttar Pradesh 
regime are known in Lucknow's politi¬ 
cal circles as "Mulayam's Congres¬ 
smen”. In fact, some of them had gone 
overtxwd to impress the new l)PCC 
chief. Foremost among them was 
Lucknow's mayor Akhilesh Chandra 
Das. At a senior Congressman said, “No 
matter how much he might have neglect¬ 
ed Lucknow during his mayoral tenure, 
today (12 January) he did not leave any 
stone unturned lo convey that he alone 
was the Man Friday in Lucknow." 

Das had generou.sly sactioned munici¬ 
pal corporation vehicles lor the 12 Janu¬ 
ary show. What's more, the mayor was 
himself in the car that brought Prasad 
from the railway siation to the PCC ofTi- 
ce. Armmg (lther^ who stood by Prasad 
were his old loyuhsis: Pramod Tiwari. 
lltc leader of die Congress Legislature 
Party, deputy leader Naresh Agarwal 
and a couple of other sitting MLAs. 

Uui Prasad will have to curry all the 
factions with hint if he is to make a suc¬ 
cess of Ills job. And the new PCC chief 
rcaliNCs the nnpsinancc of this. He met 
'I'iwari in Delhi twice he fore taking up 
his new assignmeni. 

Prasad loPowed up his nievling with 
Tiwari w ith a call to all Congressmen m 
Uttar PraJe.sh holding pmls in state 
govern men i-ruii institutions ^ leaders 
like Pramod Tiwari. Ammar Ri7vi. Gur- 
fan Zahdi and Begum Noor Barm — to 
resign from their jobs. The PCC chief is 
presumably doing all (his to convey to 
party men that he will do all he can to 
honiHir h i s predecessor* s commi imcnt s. 

All this has led to fresh speculation 
about the fate of the Mu I ay am Singh 
Yadav regime. While one section 
among political pundits feel that it is 
only a matter of time before (he Con¬ 
gress pull.s the rug from under the feet of 
Mulayam, another group say that Nara- 
simhe Rao will no4 Id that happen. They 
feci that while the Prime Minister can¬ 
not but help withdrawing suppon to the 
UP government, he will not bring down 
the Mulayam regime. Congress MLAs 
will be asked to abstain from voting 
should there be a showdown in (he 
Assembly. • 
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"Fm here to complete tN^. 
unfinished work of Tlwariji'^ 


Jitendra Prasad on his priorities 


Sunday: WhM li your stand on Uw 
qdeeden of wttMfswnl of 
COQgrett to Ike Mulnyun 

Sia^ ysdsvfoveraflMQt? 
JHcadr«?rMDd:lt U nut mine hut 
the stand of our parry as a whole that 
miners. 


Q: Tbcn. wliit*i tbe ataad of Ihe 
party? li tbereaoy diange from 
the lartkr stand UJteD by your 
predaesttor NnrslD Dutt Tlwnrt, 
wbo was lo favour of Imrecdlate 
wMidnwal of Hpport to the UP 
gOVCTMACtU? 

A: Well. 1 am here tocomp^ the 
unfinrshed work of Tiwanji. 

Q: Does that nenDtlutyou would 
dsD stole wlthdnwil of the pntiy'i 
support to Use SP*B$P eonIMon 
nndgonbead wKbmecartler 
UPCC rcsolutiton to that dTect? 
A: Well, (he Teaolutkio ha^ been sent 
to the party's highesi 
deciston-m^ng body. 

Q: Your latest move calling upon 
some UP Congress leaders to 
itakP> all govtnunent-run 
or ga n Isa OoQS Is seen as the flrut 
Aep towards withdrawal of 
support to she Mulayam Singh 
Ya^v regime. U that true? 

A: Thai's a moaer of our pany' s 
strategy whkfa I cannot divulge to 
the press. . 


regarding the withdrawal of 
Congress support lo the Mulayam 
regime, why did you make your 
pasty colleagues rellDquish posls 
entltilag them lo mialiterlal 
status? 

A: That was my way of dihUni ing 
myaelf from Mulayam. There was a 
general feeling aiTKmg Congressmen 
that while the party supported him to 
prevent the BJPfrom coming to 
power in UP, the Congress was being 
made to share the blame for all the 
acts of ommissiun and commis«on 
of the ruling coalition. 



R.B. TbMfl: cruelil r«lg 

1 want to Temove (he impression 
that we have anything whatsoever ii> 
do with The decisons of the Mulayam 
govemmem. 


Q:Now tbafaCBI report has 
cou fln ned the rape of 
UttarahJiandis In Muzaflanii^r 
on 2 October by UP poHcemen, 
don't you thiak that this is tbe 
r^t dme to withdraw su^tort? 

A: I do DO( think Mulayam has any 
moral righi to suy in office after the 
coumry's leading iavestigaiion 
agency had confirmed iheahoneful 
iaddeni 

Qt Slscc you are Don-eommlttal 


Q: Whal are your prloiilies? 

A: My foremost task is to Jiirengthen 
the pany and make » play the rok of 
a true Opposition in the .state. We 
have to expose ibe wrung doings ot' 
the ruling party. After ail, we cannot 
forgei that we have lo Fighl against 
both communal and cusicist forces in 
UP. 

Qt Your ai^ntmeol as UPCC 
chief hat l^n conlrover^l... 

A: Certainly not. Coniroversics have 
only been created by the media • 
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POLITICS 



CRACKING 

DOWN 

The Prime Minister sacks V. Ramamurthi 
from the post ofTNCC chief But will the move 

boomerang? 


I ( was yn acoiMi anikipyicij 
nxcwi ppuplc. When Pniw Mi nr* 
sW P.V, NyruMmhj Ran rentovcO 
Va/happiidi K. Ramamurthi from 
the presidentship of ihe Tamil 
Nadu Pradesh Congress (TNCX'i, ft* 
one. least ol all Kainiimurthi himself, 
was surprised. 

Rumumtirthi. wivi had hil Uk hcadli* 
nes iuAi monih hy openly ^upporting for* 
liter Cmon human resource dcveli>p> 
mem minisicr Arjun Singh and criiicis* 
Ing Rao. was in fact prepured fur such an 
eventualiiy. In a statement frinn Singa¬ 
pore, where ht* haO grmc to aiiend un 
inicmuritinal labinii ctmfereiKc, Kaiiu 
munhi said: "I'm relieved now because 
NaraMinha Rao hud lUK alk»wed the pr* 
1y unit to function properly .' 

Twii other opposing factions in iHc 
slate unit — nnc led b> G.K Mix^paruir 
and the other by linion mimsicr ol state 
for welfare K.V. Thangahulu -- liavc. 
however, wclcsimed the act it hi uguinsi 
Ramamurthi. *nicy tend lo lot A upon 
Rumamurthi's removal as the Prune 
Minister's re&olve to deal Itrmly with 
indiscipdmc in the party Ramamurthi's 
supporters view it dilfcrumly though 
They interpret Rm\ action as antnher 
attack on the Nchnj*(iandhi legacy i>f 
the Congress. 

Hut more than anything else. Rama- 
ntuTthi hinifa^lf hud asked lor inwhlc. 
When the PM declared that he would 
ailcnd the eighth WorldTamtl Conferen- 
cY Hi Thanjaviir, Kaniainurlhi. in hts 
capacity as the stale unit president, dcclu* 
n;d that Congressmen in Tamil Nadu 
would boycoil the PM aiki what's more, 
the party Hag would not lly atop Ihe Con* 
grass hciidt^uuners on the day Rao was 
In Town 

The last straw perhaps was hi^ state* 


mcni demanding an All India Congress 
CojTimiitcc (Al^t meeiing. *Thc Con¬ 
gress has suffered an unprecetlcnii'd 
defeat H) the recent .AssemMy ckMions. 
It IS iinK for the A KX' to decide w hether 
Narusimha Rao should continue to 
remain president." he said tflhalwasn'l 
enough. Kamamunhi coinpaivd Rao M 
Mikhail Gtwhachev ‘'Gorhachev presid¬ 
ed ttser the dKimcgraiion of the Sos ici 
Unioii and Rao is doing the same ibing 
to the Congress Hewanisioconnmicas 
Prime M i ni sier w iih ctr w nhi hji Ihi* ('sat- 
gress" the former TN('(* president had 

S4K1 

Raiitainunhi must have been uwais'of 
the dangers insxilvcdin taking such a cn- 
ih'jI stand 'I'nt nut sea^'d of any jlIhmi 
against me I has** fully taken into 
account what might happen.” he uUd 
St M>M a week befoa* he was sacked. In 
laci, Kamamunhi and his supporters in 
the TN(X' had even passed a resoluiioit 
supporting Arjun Singh 



R amumurihrs successor. Kuitiuri 
Anaoihaii, is already at the ticviv* 
ing end of cntiiisnt from iltc kHnicr 
TNCX' president’s supfHtficrs, P, Pon- 
miswamy.iNK* of the gcncial sccreimics 
of the TNCC under Rjm.unufilti. says' 
"V Ramamunhi was appi'intcd Hy 
Rajiv Gandhi. Ka^i Ikis now removed 


hint fnim the imsi without hoi ben ng to 
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V. Ranamurthl (right) tNith famil Mu ehlaf mintettr Jifalalttht: ptyhig 
tha price for rovgiting against M 


tK»id or^<tniNUtu>ndl clcv’iiuns ull lh« 

fTMMMhv aiid hns uppoiiucJ in hK plAV a 
pcfMKi wh(i burnt IrKtiru untini"- 
vvff'S(im>ihc;i i-ITigy. li iv j cicur Mgn 
thai uticmpis luc K'iiif iiiailc lodcMruy 
Lbi! lepcy H ijvp’jhurlul Nuhni, Indim, 
Ouiulht und KujivCiundhi." 

Kjni^jmurthiX supporicrs suy iheir 
leader paid ibc price for iry ing to uphold 
(he sell* res peel and dignity of (he Coa* 
grCKsmcn in Tamil Nadu. Bui the Mou- 
panar camp points out that Ramamunhi 
crossed all limits in uiiscking ihc pany 
prvvidCiii and therefore had iu he 
removed Political observers now say 
that with Ramamunhi's sacking, am^ 
ihei flank against Rao in addition lo the * 
ones opened by N,D. I'lwari and Ariun ; 
Si ngh, has become operational. f 

Ananihan look charge of Ihc Tamil 
Nadu Congress on 12 Janunry against 
this backdrop Immediately after taking 
over, he said: *1 svMl go un bended knees 
to all Ihe party leaders in Tamil Nadu to 
achieve unity among various factions ‘ 
Bui if Anamhan takes his own rhcKwii 


literally, he might end up ss nh only sore 
knees and nothing el^ to show foe his 
etfons. The Kaniainurihi camp has 
already declared its imeniioAs to aci 
independently. 

Says Killivalasaji. thcTN<X* spokes- 
nuin during Ramamunhi's tenure. 



Soon after taking over as the new 
TNCC chirf, Kuinari Ananthan 
said^ "I will go on bended knees lo 
all the party* leaders for the sake of 
uoitv*’ 


"Rtmamurthi will not cause any split in 
the puny. Bui he will definitely funciior 
independently of the TNC'C. within the 
framework ofiheCrmgress party const i* ■ 
tuikin,'' In fact. Ihe Karnaiiiurthi faction 
has al ready set u p an olficc o t Us ow n. 

T he task for Ananthan ihercTure will 
not be easy. Though he has ui UkI 
realised one ol his poliilcul amhitions of 
hccoining the party's sUiic unit presi¬ 
dent. the 65*ycar*old politician from 
south Tamil Nadu will find ii difficult lo 
rally the faction*ridden unit. Ananthan 
has had an interesting career. Hailing 
from the Nadar vomniuniiy. Ananihan 
has been a lung*time follower of K. 
Kamaraj. In the 1977 elections. A nun* 
lhan was ihe lone Junuta Party MP fr;>ni 
the slate bui j year later, he broke away 
lo form the Gandhi•Kamraj National 
Congress (OKNC), which he merged 
with the Junaia Party a few years laicr. 

Altera few years, however. Ananthan j 
fell out wiih ifw Janata Party Icftdcrship, ; 
reaciiVoted his GKNC and then mirged 
it with the <^ingfess, 1 hough not em^tly 
• Moopanarcainp folliiwer. Ananthan is 
known to he e!i>scr to the MiK^paiiar 
group lhan any other faction in the state 
unit of the Congress A moderate. Anan* 
than's pliahility inusl have weighed in 
his favour when Ihe leadership decided 
to make him Ihc T NfX* picsidem. 

Strangely enough, Ihc M<H>p;inar ; 
group IS m>t happy with Ananihan's 
appointment. According Ui sources 
close loMoopanur. names of Uik Sabha 
MP T, Ramamuribcc, Union minister 
M. Arunachalam and leader of ihc Oppo¬ 
sition in the slate Assembly. S R, Bala* 
subramaiiiam, had been suggested lo the 
parly presideni Idi the post of the state 
unit presidcjii, 

Thangahalu. hi»wcvcr, strongly 
opposed ibese names as all of them arc 
know n to he rabidly opposed to the state 
chief mmisicr. iayulalitha. If the pany 
had apfannied any of' the three leaders 
prifH ^<d hy 1 he Moopanai camp, al I ptis* 
siWiiy ol Ihe rcvnal of the Congress- 
AIADMK alliance w<iuld have vam- 
!d)ed In fuel. Arunthan's appoint me ni is 
seen m some cirvics as a first step tow’ur* 
ds the Congress attempting to renew iis 
lies w ith the ruling party m Tamil Nadu. 

Bui all that will happen in the future. 
Korihe pfCH‘fil. all micrcst centres round 
Kamamurihi's next mnso and the kmd 
of suppt>n he receives from the likes of 
Afjun Singh and N .l/Tiwari. • 
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e wu an unusuiJ police* 
man. PJ. Akunder got 
his BA in Pc^itical Sdence 
from Kenla Universiiy. 
nartdiag firu in English 
and winning the gold medal. He got a 
first class in his MA. also from Kerala 
University. And then, when he had 
already served in a vviety of police 
poets, earned afIvD inl980 and went on 
to do post-doctoral research. In 19^. 
he continued his education by gaining a 
fini class in his LLB. 

And that's not all. He has a number 
of publications to his credit. Alexander 
specialises in electoral reforms and his 
book. PoUct end Eitctiona In /fldio,stu- 
died the role of the police force in succes¬ 
sive elections in Kerila. 

If the notion of a policeman as an aca¬ 
demic strikes you as odd. then consider 
this: now that he has retired from the for¬ 
ce, AJexartder is considering standing 
as an Independent against K^a chief 
minister K. KarunaJuran in his own 
constituency. 

Tlw freedom to do as he pleases com¬ 
es, at least partly, from family wealth. 
As the owners of several plantations, 
Alexander and his wife are extremely 
well off. 

All (his made Alexander stand out in 
Che Kerala police force. His handicap 
was (hat his family commitments pre¬ 
vented him from accepting a posting out¬ 
side the state. HU strength was that his 
talents could be utilised in a variety of 
areas. Unlike most policemen, he loves 
teaching and because he is a manage¬ 
ment expert, (he stale goverrunent was 
able to get him to head a variety of 
public sector units. 

But finally, Alexander was too differ¬ 
ent to really fit in. He retired in the rank 
of director-general of police, but he was 
denied the post he had always wanted: 
director-general of the stale force. And 
the controversies th^ surrounded him 
in his final years prevented him from get¬ 
ting a suitable assignment with the 
Government of India. Alexander says 
that he would have prefeired (he Narion- 
a) Police Academy to the Centre! 
Bureau of Investigatioo (CBI). 

Alexander has no4 forgonen ihai 
unfair end to a distinguish career. 
Hence he may enter politics, a field for 
which he hu no great love, and take on 
Karunakaran in the latter’s own 
constituency. 

"I didn't join the police force for 
money. I didn't join it for power.” he 


AN UNUSUAL 
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siys. "I Joined it because I took a certain 
professional pride in my achievemeoi 
and aUHty. And if tny reputation has suf* 
fared because ofotberpeople’s duty mis¬ 
deeds. thenl will fight to clear my name," 

I n the days when Aleunder joined the 
police force. Kemla had one of the fin¬ 
est cadres. Corruption was virtually 
unknown and rhe high level of literacy 
in the slate ensured that even constables 
had BA degrees. Nor did politicians 
attempt to interfere in the running of the 
department, 

But it was an environment io which a 
policeman with an ^ademic bent of 
mind could feel at ease. Says Alexan- 
der. "One of the things 1 feel very strong¬ 
ly about U (he routine use of die third 
degree by police forces. 

In Kerala, we were aUe 
to make it clear to our 
men that wc frowned on 
arbitrariness and violen¬ 
ce. There was a culture 
that ensured that the poli¬ 
ce treated ciiirens with 
respect and concern." 

During the SriKrgen- 
cy. the Kerala police's 
reputation was sullied by 
the Rajan case. Several 
police officers were char¬ 
ged with the murder of 
Rajan and eventual I y 
acquitted. Alexander 
maintains that the case 
was an exception and that 
Kerala was (he one stale 
in which there were 
virtually no Emergericy 
excesses by the police 
force. 

"Even when I took charge of crime 
branch." he says. "I made it clear <hai 
we were not going to beat up people 
merely to extract confessions." His aca¬ 
demic orientation persuaded him that 
such methods were counter-produaivc. 
AAer all. how many police officers 
have authored papers on such subjects 
as 'Migrant /uvenile Pq>ulaiion >a 
Travancore-Cochin Sector for the State 
of Kerala: Preface for an Itidepth Ana- 
ly si s (for the UN Social Defence Resear¬ 
ch Insiiiufe, Rome. 1079)'? 

He also had the welcome knvk of get¬ 
ting along with all politicians. The 
CPM thought highly of his abilities and 
even Karunakaran. when he was home 
minister, wrote him a glowing report. 

So. Aleundcf believed, with some 
justification, that his career would not 


be destroyed by controversy. 

He was wrong. 

i i is difficult to tnce (he origins of the 
campaign against Alexander but his 
friends believe that it started when a col- 
kague realised ihai Alexander would be 
the director-general of police. Tbis 
would thwart his own ambition and so 
Alexander had to be stopped. 

The campaign began with whispers 
that Alexa^r wax pn>Cn(M) and 
that the political secretary to the then 
chief minister. E K. Nayanar. and 
Alexander tried to hu!>h up a case involv¬ 
ing ihe murder of a smuggler. (The 
case, which was invesiigaied by Ihe 
CBI. is in the final stages of trial. In 
fact, records show that it was Alexander 


CMPBigm of calumnif art 
BCt rofo. moot gDvommgnt 
lonrofitf woiiU hM bUod 
tMr thno and waited for tho 
illdgatlom to boforgottefu 
NolAloxandor 


who recommended that the case be hand¬ 
ed over to the CBI.) Alexander was said 
to have done this io return for a financi¬ 
al reward. 

This was unlikely not only because 
of Alexander’s own reputaikm as a 
thoughtful and honest r^keman. but 


because he had so much money of hit 
own that there was no need to accept k 
few lakhs from a smuggler. 

Nevertheless, the campaign gathered 
steam. Some motion of the allegations 
was also made in Sijtiday. (Shreedhar 
Pillai. the author of the story, has 
already apologised to Alexandtf and 
the magazine, its editor and publisher 
now also do (he same). 

AlexarKkr’s rival, his Junior in (he 
cadre, collaborated with the Congres- 
s(l) (then in (he Opposition in Kerala) to 
ensure that these rumours were given 
wide cunency. When the matter was rai¬ 
sed in the state Assembly by a Congress 
MLA, Karunakaran demanded aJudlcU 
al enquiry and led his party MLAs out 
of the A sKmbly as a nwk of protest. 


% 

Campaigns of calumny are not rare. 
Most government servants would have 
bided their time and waited for the allega¬ 
tions to be forgotten. Not Alexander. 

Partly, it was (hat he was well ufF.< 
But mainly it was that he had a very 
streng sense of self-respect. As a pillar 
of (he Syrian Christian community in 
Kerala, he says he found it difficult to 
face his peers in church. His wife was 
shamed by the lies being told about her, 
husband. ; 

Much to the surprise of the rumour- 

mongers. AlexandA decided to fight 
back. He filed defamation suits and cl^- 
Icnged his opponents to prove a single 
allegation against him. 

When the CPM lost the election and 
Karunakaran became chief minister, 
many people advised him to throw in* 

es 
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the towel. 

Alexander refused. He wu unfaxed 
even when the Voie government asked 
the CBl to raid him on the grounds that 
he had disproportionate assets. (Atexan* 
dcr says that the raids yielded nothing: 
certainly, there has been no follow>up). 

But the govemmeni of Karunakamn 
was vindictive, it su.>^pended him only 
to be embarrassed when the Govern' 
ment of India cancelled the order of sus*' 
pensionon anappeuJ filed by Alexander. 
He then took his case lo the administra¬ 
tive tribunal against the delay in promot¬ 
ing him. Slowly, as the public mood 


began to change, many people felt that 
the govemmeni would admit that 
Alexander had been wronged and 
appoint him dircclor-gcnenl. 

But by then. Kamnakanui was too 
deeply committed to Alexander's 
rivals. The balUe had become someth' 
ing of a prestige is.suc for (he Congress 
and (he Job had already been promised 
to somebody else. Alexander was given 
the non-poUcc job of chairman and 
managing director of Kerala State 
Industrial Boterprises and even as spccu- 
iation buih up ^at he would get ihejob 


that was bis due. he was allowed io(|uiet' 
ly retire. 

A kxandff says ihai he doesn't really 
mind the jobs be missed but he 
won't forgive the torture of the four 
yean preceding his retirement. *For 
(WO yean.* he sayx. with sMtie feeling, 
'my Wife did not smile. Tm only grate- 
ful (hat my daugheers'alliances were fix¬ 
ed before (his camoversy broke out. I 
have written in my will that the only 
thing (hat I will lequire my son to do 
should I die suddenly, is to fight to clear 
his father's name.' 


This emeem with clearing his name 
may strike some people as unnecessary. 
By now. nearly eveivbody accepts that 
the campaign against Alexander wav 
part of a move to deny him career advan¬ 
cement and that the charges were 
insubstajilial. 

But Alexander will not let (hing.v be. 
“Wlvn I go to church.' be says. "I 
express my faith in certain principles. 
Justice is one of them. And if justice is 
not worth fighting for, then whM isT* 
Why does ne want to enter politics? 
Even hiv wife hgv tried her best to dis¬ 
suade him. Nor iv it easy tn see him as a 


member of any pcditkal pany. 

But Akxai^r says (hat if he finally 
decides to cqotesi, he will stand as an 
Independent against Kaninakaran. And 
he hopes thMt everyone opposed to (he 
Kerala chief minister will support him 
including the Left Democratic Front led 
hytheCPKM). 

Should a Christian be aligning with 
godless communists? 

Alexander says that both the church 
and the communist party have learnt to 
revpeci each other's strengths. Clearly, 
the two cannot merge but they can 
certainty coexist. 

And what will he tell 
the voters? 

"1 will tell them about 
corruption and favouri¬ 
tism. I will talk about the 
lack of governance. I will 
talk about the manner in 
which friends und rela¬ 
tives of the chief minisier 
dominaic (be govern¬ 
ment. 1 will tell themihal 
comiption was never so 
widej^ad and the 
govemmeni never so par¬ 
tial and unjust. 

’But my basic appeal 
will be my own case. 1 
will tell the people whai 
Karunakaran has done lo 
me. I will ask them if they 
want to support a man 
who victimises other 
people in this manner. 
And I will a.sk the voterx 
to show that they under- 
stand.thc requirements of 
justice." 

Will it work? 

Alexander says that he 
doesn't know. And in 
fact, his family is shll try¬ 
ing to dissuade him from 
standing. But he says that 
doesn't matter. 

'I'm not doing this to win. People 
say (hat Karunakaran does not have a 
solid majority and that I could easily 
defeat him. But (hat is not important. I 
have never gone into things because 
they are easy. I have done them because 

they arc ngbi.'' 

If he unleashes rhetoric like this on 
the campaign nil.lhen Kaninakaran — 
already beleaguered by the collapse of 
Congress support in Kerala — could 
fiod that he (be fight of his life on 
his hands. • 

Vk$m^tH/Tr9¥m^nm 
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ue«f wbo was 
the oaty per* 
f^^kson iDOUffliAg 
Aishwaiya 
Rai's victory 
at the Miu 
Wold competition? None 
other than producer-director 
Yaah Cbo^ who had his 
heart set on signing the green- 
eyed beauty for Kis.fordiccm- 
ing film. Once she became 
the new Miss World — with 
a jam-packed calendar ail 
through (he next year — 
(here was no hope of that. 

Chopra is still optimistic 
that he wilt get a chance to 
sign her on after her present 
commitments are over. But 
whether the lady will still 
want a career in Hindi cine¬ 
ma at that point of time 
remains to be seen. 


insistent that she will no( 
have anything more to do 
with him, ti^gh she did 
attend his sister Alvira's 
wedding for old time' s sake. 

So. it looks as if Salman 
will have to wait for a long 
time before happy days 
come around again. 


ell. It WHS 

® only a matter 
of time before 
Raveena Tan- 
don and Ajay 
Devgan made 
up once (he latter had broken 
off with Karisma K^>oor. 
And sure enough, these days 
Tandon is going around tell¬ 
ing anyone who will listen 
that she and Ajay are good 
friends again. 

Apparently, the break¬ 
through occured when the 
two of them were on location 
in Ooty, with Raveena <of 
course’) making the first 
move She went up to Dev¬ 
gan and i^logis^ to him 
(or all the nasty things she*d 


alman Khan's 
career may 
have been giv- 
an a new lease 
of life by the 
mega*succcis 
of Hum Aapke Horn Kcm. 
but (he sex ihimble doesn't 
look (00 well placed to take 
advantage of this turn in his 
fortunes. 

For one thing, his reputa- 
lion in (be film inebstty 
irmains thM of a liresome 
brat who's more trouble than 
be is worth. And (here are 
: very few producers who are 
willing to sign on such a diffi • 
cult star, never mind his lat¬ 
est box-oflw success. And 
(0 make maner^ worse. Soo* 
raj Barjatya. who directed 
Salman in Hum Aapke Main 
Kaufi, has announced that he 
has no i mentions of ever wor¬ 
king with Salman again. In 
die case of Khan, says Baija- 
tya. once is more than 
enou^. 

To funivr complicate an 
already ftwght situation is 
Salman's crazy love life. 
Yes. he's still chasing 
{ Saftgeeta BiJUni in a bid to 
I win her back even as he conti- 
I nues to see Somy AU on (he 
i side. Bijli. for her pan, is 


^ o. Bobby 
Dtoi wasn'i 
* imagining 
things, after 
all. There was 
* more than 
pure fnendship between 
PooJh Bhatt and Sohail Khan 
(younger brother of Sal¬ 
man). Ami now that (he 
BhaK'Deol affair is ofTtcial- 
ly over, the lovers have deci¬ 
ded to come clean with (heir 
in(entions. 

Ihus. observers have 


been witness to such touch¬ 
ing scenes as Sohail coming 
to pick Pooja up at (he air¬ 
port, or even after a particu¬ 
larly grilling sbooC and (he 
two of (hem going into a 
clinch to rival all clindies. 

Well, Sohail should make 
the most of il while it lasts. 
Pooja's boyfriends have 
never been known to last for 
more than a year oe so. never 
mind (he intensity with 
which the relationship first 
begins. 


said about him in print, and 
Ajay decided to let bygones 
be bygones. 

the ice was broken 
the two of them evidently 
had a wb^e of a time during 
the entire sdmnc. And have 
promised to keep in touch 
once back in Bombay as well. 

That is, of course, provid¬ 
ed Kajol — Ajay’s new 

girlfriend doesn't blow a 
fuse over this 
development. • 
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The Gujarat 
government plans to 
relocate the Gir lions in 
view of a thinning 
forest cover. But not all 
conservationists 
welcome the move 



ujani’s lions have been 
making new it for the pest 
few months ever since the 
state government decided 
ID trariMlocaie some of the 
nearly 300 animals from Gir, 60 km 
from Junagadh. and find the big cat a 
second home. Gir, incidentally, is the 
continent's only habitat for the animal 
{Panihfra tea ptrsica), listed in the Red 
Book of endangered species published 
by the International Union for Conserva¬ 
tion of Nature. 

The lions came here from Syria. Iraq, 
(ran. Russia, Afghanistan and Pakistan 
down the years, driven by hunger, thirst 
and other dangers, and lUve lived here 
for (he past hundred years or so. But it's 
not a safe place anymore. Or. at least, 
that’s what the government feels. 

The case for relocation, thus. says. Dr 
Ramesh Sadapera. a vei for the Sakkar- 
baug Zoo in Junagadh. is strong. The 
tnan who looks after injured lions nf Gir 
says, "It could be anything from vini dis¬ 
eases to wild fires or floods. Or even 
earthquakes. The idea is to save the ani¬ 
mal population in case of any natural 
calamity. Since Asiatic lions are an 
endangered species, we have to be cauti¬ 
ous and see that an accidental fire or 
something simiiardoes nor wipe out the 
whole population." 

"The relocation project, however, 
will be implemented in a phased manner 
and only four to five lions will be shifted 
as an experiment to begin with," says 
N.M. Kaiaria. the deputy conservator of 
forest, Gir. 

In fact, experts have already rdentifi* 
cd a number of places for the purpose 
after a careful consideration of factors 
I ike the aval lability of food for (he preda¬ 
tor, water sources and biotic pressures of 
the sites. 

"But we also have to contend with the 
will of the people living around such 
sites," s^s Katana. He has a point, for. 
there alr^y is sdfr opposition to the 
prqject. 
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A NEW HOME 


But is the move necessary at all? 

G ir is a 1.412 sq.km semi-arid trt^- 
:aJ expanse with a dry decidwxis 
forest and is western India's Itfgest fore¬ 
st eco-sysiem jutting out into (he Arabi¬ 
an Sea. 

This last bastion of the Asiatic lion 
also often a congenial amlMence to as 
many as 30 ^ecics of mammals. 25 spe¬ 
cies of rqidles and several varieties of 
bath like babblers, cranes, egrets, 
robins, woodpeckers and storks. 

To serve as the prey base for iu Inns, 
Gir has over 40.000 wild ungulates like 
chitals, sambars, nilgais, ctunkaras. 
Mack bucks and wild boars. Also, there 
are jackals raie|s, striped hyenas. Indian 
civets and ruuy-spooed cats. And with 
ill this, says Kataria. Gir is quite capable 
offeedingiu lions. 


Dr Sadapara, on the other hand, feels 
that the Idr^ with its thinning cover has 
no roGon for any more lions. Hie Asiatic 
lion, he points out, is a territorial animal 
with its own home range. The forest 
cover earlier, he says, was spread over 
5,000 sqJun. Now, it has shrunk to 
1,412 sq.km following steady indusiri- 
alisatloa of (he area. 

While experts in«s( that It is essential 
for the forest's survival that there Is no 
human interventiMi of any kind, Otr has 
as many as 97 villages an>und it with a 
total population of 130,000. 

Even inside die forest, there are settle¬ 
ments of Maldhahs (pop. 2,540), a ccmi- 
muHfty of cattle brttders subsisting on 
livestock produce They have as many 
as 10,000 catileheads in the area. And 
since these animals graze in the forest, 
half of the families have been shifted out 
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I Hipply. however, there VC Wemptt Jawahv Sagv and Kumbhalgarti in 
at damage cootniL A JunagaAKba^ Rajvthan and Barda in Gujarat selected 
eovironmental group calkd Nisarg. for as tentative sites. The team, however, 
msttoce. sends out periodic bvches of found that the Palpur-Kuno sanctuary in 
boys to collect pUatic pouches of pm MaAya Pradesh would suit the lion best. 
masaia and sudi other liner leh by pil- Set amid the Vindhya range. Palpur- 
grims and lounrts. Since plastic is not Kuno is spread over only 345 sq.km but 
biodegradable, il can cause soil erosion. can be sireiriied up to 2.000 ^.km. The 
Tlwre is also the danger c( accideiMal place is very similv to Gir in terms of 
fire from unstubbed cigarettes tossed temperature and nmrall and has a river 
aside by tourists. The authohties. thus. lunnJng for 125 km. besides a Ivge 
bum out patches of the forest fioot to enough prey base for the carnivore. 
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of the area. The government has also 
undertaken eco-dcvelopmeni projects to 
reduce the local population's dependen¬ 
ce on the forest for livelihood. 

While the state forest department has 
submitted a Rs I2<rore project to (he 
Union environment ministry, (he Centre 
has selected eight national parks and 
wildlife sanctuaries for projects (o be 
funded by the Global Environmenul 
Facility, an international body represent¬ 
ing C-7 countries. 

The plan aims to involve village com¬ 
munities around (be forests in protec¬ 
tion. preservation and propagation of 
• wildlife habitat, for Gir has more than 
one enemy. 

Maldharis apart. Gir has (o cope with 
about 80,000 pilgrims visiting some 12 
temples in the area. Add lo H the nearly 
45,000 tourists visiting Gir every year. 


limit (he etient of damage from such 
acctdenul ftres. 

N o( content with such limited measu¬ 
res. (he government formed a habi¬ 
tat group to look for an ahemabve home 
for (he Asiatic lion, with Palpur-Kuno in 
Madhya Pradesh, Siumata, Darrah- 


CriUct arew tM the f«M 
may 00 the ii«y <pf i fatted 
ixpiriwint in the earty 
SUte But the covernnii^ 
feels that relocation ti vital for 
the tiMvival of the Aelatk Hon 


But while the plan is ready, there is no 
immediate prospect of relocation. This 
is largely because (he project has its cri¬ 
tics and forest officials are not eager to 
offend popular sentiments. Already, an 
environmental group called Saurashtra 
Paryavanin Sanrakshan Samiti (SPSS'! 
has decried the relocation move and has 
launched a movement with the slogan 
'Gir Jungle Bachao' (Save Gir Forest). 

According to Chandrasinh Mahida, 
(he convenor of SPSS, the lions are starv¬ 
ing and su Bering for want of forest 
cover. Gir lions have already killed 
2.000 cartld>eads and attacked 120 
people leaving at least 20 of them dead, 
he clums. The Samiti. however, does 
nor want the lions moved because that 
will seal the fate of Gir, it says 
Junagadh-based naturalist Narendra 
Bharat on the contrary, is alt for reloca- 
QOfi and perceives the move as the only 
for the Asiatic lion. 

Critics of the move, on (heir pan. 
argue that the move need not sucked 
and may well go (he way of a precedent 
in the early Sixties when some lions 
were shifted to Cbandraprabha sanctua¬ 
ry in UP CAly to die from neglect. 

Both sides have (heir points for. con¬ 
servation of the wild is easier said than 
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A Still from Prsbhu Dovs's 
electric effect 

ber of southern roly-poly heroes a 
dance. Deftly combining Western, folk 
and Bharat Naiyam. he has evolved 
what he believes every actor should 
have, "his own style". 

His Hrst appearance before the cante- 
ra was in Maui Rainam's 
AgnirniksHathrain. where he led a group 
of dancers in the hit song sequence Irom 
the film Aayo. Rajodi Raja. Recalls Pralv 
hu Deva. 'It was accidental. Two dan¬ 
cers had 1)04 reported for shooting so my 
^ther. who was the dance master for the 
film, coaxed me into doing the break 
dance. The song and the film became a 
hit* 

But it was CArk b«i: chik bitk raUt^ in, 
the 1993 Him Gfvitman, which 
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Prabhu Deva is the dancing sensation 

of the south 


ix feet Ull and in body- 
hugging jeans, he danced 
atop a moving bus rattling 
across Madras city lo the 
beat of A.R. Rdunan's 
chaitbuster Urvashi. Viyashi.toke- 
it-easy poticy. The film was Kathafan. 
The actor was Prabhu Deva. And his 
effect on the audience was electric. 

Half the theatre sang aloni, while the 
other half, consisting mainly of teeny- 
boppen. rose to their feet in i mitaiion of 
the dancing. The man. went the common 
verdict, ww better than Michael 
Jackson. 

At 22. PraMtu Deva has become the 
new emperor of the dreams that Kodam* 
bakkam (where all major studios in 
Madras are situated) tinsel town is mer- 
chandihing. His latest film. Korhalan. 
has turned out to be the biggest Mock* 
^ busier of 1994 and is doing exuemely 
good business even in AticUira Pradesh 
and KeraJa. And the audio cassette of 
Kaikabn has become the largest selling 
cassette in (he history of south Indian 
films. 

Prabhu Deva may not 
yet have the status of Raj- 
nikant or Chiranjeevi. but 
he has in a span of 18 
months become a star 
who commands a terrific 
initial draw not only in 
Madra.<t but also in Hyde¬ 
rabad, Bangalore arid 
even in Trivandrum, 

PraMiu Deva. a school 
drops^ui. sUirtfid his car- 


Sundaram (the Nauonal A wad* winner 
for choreography in 1994). Befon sen- 
tog the Nf screen on fire through hU 
own dancing. Deva had choreographed 
for over l(X> Telugu and Tamil films. 
You could say. that since his Hnt stage 
appearaftce at ihe age of 11. dance has 
been a way of life for him. 

lackiOA, he says, has been his iD^ara- 
(ion. and his father his guru. The combi¬ 
nation stood him HI good stead when, at 
(he age of 16, he choreogr a phed for the 
KamaUhasan film Vrfn Viria. Later, he 
went on to choreograph dancing stars 
like Chiranjeevi and RajniljnL *1 owe a 
lot to Prabhu Deva.* says Chiranjeevi, 
"because he was (he br^un behind my 
dance numbers which were very popular 
with the masses. T^ boy is a bom 
dancer.” 

T he irony of it is that today, in Andhra. 

Chiranjeevi films are flopping one 
after the other, and Prabhu Deva is gain¬ 
ing increasing ^ceptance 
In fact, shy Deva is leading Miy num- 


eer when he wax very 
young as an axsixiant to 
his father, dance ma.uer 


perty in Madras. And sud- 
denly, every top heroine 
wanted to do a 
number with him. Says Shankar, 
the director of mega hits like Gfnilemn 
and Kaihalan, 'Prabhu Deva is not a 
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A ttfll from Genthrrmn: it made him a star 

seveo well'ptcturued song$ around Pra* earlier 
bbu Deva. a coUege unioo leader aod Hindi/ 
sou of a conSable, wbo falls ia love with And 

me dasghicr of the slate’s governor, whofe 
N^ma. As producer K.T. Kuoju- film w 
non ”PrMu Deva anived as an ant ab( 
actor with KaihaUtn- Hme who were by she 
critical about hb acting abilities IimI to it,* he: 
eat their words after seeing the film." expect 

Kathaloft, made at a cost of R$ 3 — eft 
crore. is expected to do business worth heroes 
Rs 15 crore in souib India. It is also in ad 


being dubbed into Hindi. 

"Prabhu Devi is as good if not a better 
dancer thao lacLson,* says G. Venka- 
teswaran, one the biggest producers 
in Madras and the man who was the pro* 
moler of the Jinxed Michael Jackson 
show in India. Vcnkaieswa- 
ran feeH that Deva is one of the stars of 
the satellite age. Today's teeny- 
boppers want fast Western-style break 
or rap dances and the heady combina¬ 
tion of A.R. Rahman and Prabhu Deva 
spells ma^ al the box office.* 

Ever since KethaUm^ offers have 
been pouring in, but Deva says he wants 
to do only one film at a time and would 
like to be more innovative. For the first 
time, he Is doing a rural musical, 
Roatoyyo. where llayaraa^ the king of 
Tamil folk song, will provide the music. 

Now. Prabhu Deva. who was being 
paid less than a lakh a& a choreographer 
is reported to be charging a whopping 
Rs 50 lakh as hero. 

Danceclearly runs in the family. P^ib- 
hu Deva's two brothers, like their father, 
have also branched out into becoming 
dance masters. His elder brother Raju 
was bneOy seen in the number Ruhnani 
J^ufaitani in Che film Roje. and now 
his younger brother has 
been given a big break as 
Che dance master of Mani 
Ratnam's much talked 
about Bombay. 

Prabhu Deva is tight- 
lipped about his future 
plais (he only discloses 
that he intends to be as 
big a star as Michael Jack- 
son). Asked what will 
happen if the dubbed 
Hindi version of 
. Kathalan clicks, his reply 

is soccTDCl; "All 

earlier films will also be dubbed in 
Hindi/' 

And what about the industry critics 
who feel that he may just be a one or two- 
film wonder? Prabhu Deva is nonchal¬ 
ant about that opinion. ”l became a hero 
by sheer accident and never craved fc^ 
it,* he shnigs. "so i f 1 bum out faster Uum 
expected. I will go back to what I do l^sl 
— choreographing songs for ocher 
heroes and heroines." a 


chocolate-faced hero. He has the boy- 
next-door looks whidi appe$l to die com¬ 
mon viewer, and boy. nobody can dance 
like him." 

And. as Shankar adds, sieve it is dv 
dances and songs whkh draw film audi¬ 
ences to the theatres, both his mega hits 
wete made keeping this in mind. 

"Film dance is all about apt move¬ 
ments to the required situaikn," says 
Deva self-deprecaiingly. Take 
Kathalan, for exam^e. All of us — 
A.R. Rahman, director Shankar and pro¬ 
ducer Kur^umon — sal vound discuss¬ 
ing the song situation and picturisalion. 
Collective effort invariably ensuies (he 
success of a dance." 

A lter Shankar's Gemleman clicked. 

Film director ^vitran introduced 
Prabhu Deva in a full-fledged role in dv 
film /ndu. which did reasonably well u 
the box office. Then Shankar, who was 
working on the Katholan script at the 
time, reworked it to irvlude Prabhu 
Deva. 

Kaihatan was largely a musical, with 








Marathon muni 

A Jain monk completes 201 days of fasting 


n Sunday, 8 January, a proces¬ 
sion wound its way from a Jain 
sHutn on I4(h Road, in the Bom¬ 
bay suburb oS Khv. (o ihe BhaiUJ Paiel 
Maklan in Juhu. about four tiloneoes 
away. In the centre of the proceisioA 
was a chair mounted on two poles, in 
po/Uu'fashion. It bore a Jain monk, his 
mouth masked and his 
nght hand raised in bles¬ 
sing. Surrounding him 
was a throng of devotees, 
cunloned in by a rope 
held taut by (he ihett 
straining of the crowd gir¬ 
dling it. 

Can a man sustain him¬ 
self on only boiled water 
for 201 days? Appa¬ 
rently, this 61-year-old 
muni, known as Sahajmu- 
ni. had. The procession, 
and the ceremony that fol¬ 
lowed. were to mark the 
end of his maruthon fast¬ 
ing session.-lt seems this 
target was not decided 
upon at the Lime of his 
launch into (he fast. The 
general secretary of the « 

Sahajmuni Tap Mahot- s 
sav Samiiy, businessman | 
Jitendnnath Jain says, | 

"Munis are constantly S 


spread. Crowds started pouring into the 
'Ahimsa Bhavan* housing the muni, a 
Jain sthan rua by ihe ^anjab Jain 
Bhrrera Sabha, an oeganistfioo of Punja¬ 
bi Jains In the dty. It was not only the 
Punjabi Jains who came to see the munj. 
but Jijns of every sect and even non- 
Jains, (he belief bdng thai a fasting man 


I 
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"Medicine is for the well-being 
of the body, this is about the 
atma," said Ae Sahajmuni. ”1 
am doing this for purification of 
die self and for worid peace" 




moving from place to pixn, they 
cannot be attached to any one particular 
site. Bui evcQt year, during the 
months of monsaoa, they put up at one 
of the sthans, of which there is a huge 
network.** 

It so happened, he says, that the muni 

K in Bombay when he started his fast, 
tfy it was to last for 18 days, but 
kept eucoding the pedod 
JPp liO(h«iiliy. ^ word had 


When asked whether his feal was 
medically possible, the Sahajmuni him¬ 
self. resting « a cot backuage at the 
function. 37 kilograms lighter than 
when he started fasting on 22 June last. 
ye«. said: "Medicine is for the well- 
being of the body, this is about the ama. 

I am doing this for purifiCBtion of the 


aruins divine power and sacredrtess. 
Not less than 10 lakh devotees thronged 
14th Rowl at Khar, to get a glimpse of 
the fasiu^ muni during (be Iasi one 
month. (Whatever donations came in — 
totbe tune of Rs40-S0 lakh—would go 
into the expanskn of (he Mahavir Hospi - 
taJrunbyiheSgbhn.) 

The final ceremony anracted huge 
crowds. The giant canopied pavilion 
bore banners of Jain business houses. 





self and for world peace. ” 

According to the head dietician at 
Jadok Hospital, a 200-day fast was 
medically inexplicaWe. Doctors say (hat 
depending upon a person's consiiiudon 
and will-power, dte average indivklual 
could live for only 30 to 60 days without 
food. 

Says Dr Arun Rai, an active member 
of d)e Association for Consumer Action 
and Social Health; ''Routinely, this is 
not pcAsibIc. But it is a documented fact 
thai yoga and other techniques can bring 
the hwbeai down to a level that normal¬ 
ly would IKK be possible. With stidhana 
and ineditaiioo. it is possible to bring 
down metabolism to a very low level so 
thai one needs very little energy. So a 
200-day fast is not (hat unlikely." • 








Ali Kazimi ’sfilm movingly documents the agitation 
against the Narmada dam 


I t't ft film whkh angers, fhistntcs, brought in buses, queuing Mp to gel their 
brings for^ an occftsiona] smile and packets of food; the quiet dignified 
even moves you (o tears. AJi Kaa- joryagraAn with UrmUaben Patel's {H^ 
tm*s debut film. Sarmada: A VaiUy Kale Qumanbhai PMd's wife) facile icn- 
Rista, is ft ^O^minute tribute to the 
peofde in d)c movement agftinsi the bigg* 
csidam in die worid, in die hean of India. 

From impersonal headlines and bare 
(0 making up a crowd of 
demonscriton, the iribals of the Nir* 
mada Valley acquire an identity all their 
own; living, brnthing persons who art 
down thmr lives in (heir 
fight against (he dam because it takes 
swayTrom (hem everything they have. 

That is also one of (he film's strong 
points. Instead of detailing (he environ* 
mental and technfcaT aspects of the dam 
^jeci. Kazimi choose to make ■* / > 
point by focussing on the famous 1990 ^ 

Perkuvft agitation. The filmmaker pain* lEBw 
stakingly documents the December 
1990 inarch by 6,000 trihals and farmers 
to the dam site in Gujarat and their day* 
lo*day struggle after the 
marchers were slopped at 
Gujani bor^ by 
hundreds of securiiymcn 
and forced to on 
dhama for weeks. 

Strangely, the film 

which takes an jncom* j 

fonably close look at the 
blockade of four yean 
a sense 
urgency. Four years 
situation 
same 

as as is 

The Sardar 


has a powerful camera. TV images tin- 
gee long after the film is over. The misty 
beauty of the river. The marchers queu* 
log to gel their hands lied to the 
Uk of (trt ringed by gun-toting secu¬ 
rity men. The sinister darkness broken 

■ by floodlights when the 
police swoop down on 
the demoostmors in the 
dead of the night and car- 
ry them away kicking and 
sertaming. 

The film records the 
plight of (hose farmers 
who look (he 


govern¬ 
ment's word at face 

L value, gave up their land 
and accepted alternate 
sites. Today, those fami¬ 
lies are living in squalid 
tin hutments with no 
water, instead of (be rich, 
fertile land they have left 
behind. 

One criticism being levelled againsi 
Kaarru is that be has concentrated more 
OD the stars in the scene — Medha Pai- 
kar, &^ Amte and other activists from 
Delhi and elsewhere — than on the Iri¬ 
bals. But the valley people do come to 
life and their straggle againsi a perverse, 
warped concept of t^elopment has 
been well-documented. And. Kazimi. 
who premiered his film in the Torooto 
Film Festival and is now seeking to 
show h on Star TV or Doordarshan. 
does not mince his wtvds. 

Or his visuals. 

or course, Kaziiru would do well to 
uptkte his titles. B.D. Sharma, for instan¬ 
ce. isno longer commissioner of,Schedu¬ 
led Castes and Scheduled 1 ril >eK and the 
correction comes only in ine last scene 
the film. 

Other than that, however. Kazimi 
makes suirv that your aitcntion does not 
waver even fora minute. The Nannada 
agitation is not just one of ministers and 
activists wrangling in aii-ccmditioned 
boaidroocns or hunger strikes at the drop 
of a hat. There is more to it than that — 
Kazimi shows you just how much. • 


concerned 
Sarovv dam has gained in height but 
(he thbals and farmers of the valley, led 
by Medha Patkar and Baba Amte. are 
still struggling to be heard. 

IV power equation between then 
and now hasn't chuged. Kazimi * s came¬ 
ra ckverty moves on both sides of the 
border—juxtaposing the quiet despera- 
Qonofthe bare-footed tribal who has left 
his home and family, with the well- 
dressed smugness of the pro-dam Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce official from Gujarat; 
(he weakened, tired tees of the hunger- 
strikers with the eoihusiaatic pioucken 


dering of Raihipoti Ragha vRa)a Ram 
—Gmdhiji's favourite Mq/un. 

The filmmaker from DeUii Univer¬ 
sity. who }m settled derwa in Caa ada. 









Burying the past 

The Cellular Jail in Andamans is converted into a tourist attraction 


T he cells and the galtows, the flogi' ed prison gave no opportunity lo the poli- show—sunilariothecoeainNewDel' 
(ng fiaiM and the watch tower still bcal prisoaoa to even rttenyt m caca* Ib*s Red For and CalcuQa't Victoria 
MTvive as mute witnesses to the pe. In com of time, the >ail booted Memorial — inside the Cellular Jail, 
tirws when the compound was hill of mustofihelufd<ore oatkinatifliQfIndi- The work oo this pipjert was entniiicd 
activity. The imposing red brick structu- a*s fmedom stfuggk. *Kala hmi* (as loihelodiaDTourisfflDevelopinerMCor' 
reoftlwCcIlularJallaiPort Blair, in the the islwids wcr referred to by the Indi' poration (ITDC). After corr^letUNi of 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, remind- aoa then) usually orm m end of the die pKQect, the "sound and light" dww 
edooeofiemfyingmenwrieioftheBri- toad for die freedom fiftnen. Only hasbecomeamaioramactjonfortheiou- 
tidi Raj even now. Convened into a few prisoners like V,D. Savvkv. did a rists vUhing Pott Blair The show Is on 
national memorial, the Cellular Jail in stint in (be jail at^ survived the ordeal throughout the year escepi during the 
Pon Blair has today become a major tou- to narreie their bonilynigesperience. monsoons. Accompanying the 

pi*t •itfurtiAn ** * commenia* 

* ^ 1 ry rendered by renowned 


re of the Cellular Jail at Port Blair, in the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, remind¬ 
ed one of lerrifying memories of the Bri- 
tidi Raj even now. Convened into a 
national memorial, the Cellular Jail in 
Pon Blair has today become a major tou¬ 
rist attraction. 

Even a year ago, one 
wing of the Cellular Jail 
used to serve as a prison 
under the Andaman and 
Nicobar (AAN) Islands 
administration. But the 
local authorities has coa> 
siTucted a new jail on (he 
outskirts of Pori Blair to 
transfer the prisoners. 

”>Vith the jail no longer in 
use. It has become easier 
to maintain this 
monument. The renova- 
(ion work is going oo and 
we intend to complete 
everything in the months 
to come." said N.C Pod- 
dar, secretary for depart' 
merit of art uid culture 
under (he A&N Islands 
administration. Poddar is 
also (he curator of the l^Cdl 
memorial. , 

Built in 1906, (he Cd- wfT U 
lular Jail became a sym- (Jl^ 

bol (^atrocity and repres¬ 
sion under the British JR 

Raj, It came to be regard¬ 
ed as the most dreaded pri¬ 
son in pre¬ 

independent India. Architecturally 
a unique smictun:. this huge red and 

black building iitiiially comprised 

seven wings utd could accommodate 
698 prisoners at a time, in iLs small, insu¬ 
lar, compaitmeiu-like cells. However, 
today only three wings remain mtaci — 









• ■■ -KL 

s ^ 

• • 

' ♦ s 


Tbe (>ltUar Jai was a symbol of arodly and rqinssioa 
uadtr tbe Britisb RU l< OBBe (0 be ngankd as the most 
ditaikd prisoo ia pr^lBdepeode■t ladia. Todaj', a 
D^jor ranratioa work bas begOB to tern the 
jd ioto a tomist attnclioB 


Today. Uiere is a strong attempt to 
develop the Cdlular Jail as a tourist 
ectraciion, the department of tourirm. 
art and culture of (he Union Tesrilory is 
Udung severd steps to preserve the histo¬ 
rical building. A major renovation work 
has already begun to turn the erstwhile 


(he other four were destroyed du ring the jail into a toreis^anriction. 

Japanese bombings in World War II. The Union ministry of tourism, sane- 

Located in the Andaman and Nicobar tinned an amount of Rs 54.78 lakh for 
Islands in the Bay of Bengal, (he isolat- commissioning a "sound and ligN* 


ry rendered by renowned 
actor Ori Puri. The com- 
tnentary details the dread¬ 
ful history of the Jail. 

”lltis is not an ordina¬ 
ry prison. Tliis is a pari of 
our colomal history and 
an evidence of our bloo¬ 
dy sacrifice for the 
mothertind. This jail has 
been witness to all those 
excesses that our 
countrymen faced under 
the British Raj, we can¬ 
not allow tills great evid- 
g ence of history to disin- 
I tegrate," says Vakkom 

I Pujiishothaman, the 
Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Andaman and Nico¬ 
bar Islands. Moreover, a 
museum—housing equi- 
pments of torture, chesses 
r ctfihepri8oncRaod‘>ffiri- 

DClDOSt als, utensils used by the 
ilV I prisoners etc. — and an 

art gallery of paintings 
K and photographs have 

also been added in the jail 
premises. 

"TVe are trying to build 
sn archive especially on our freedom 
movement inside the Jail premise. Docu- 
menu pertaining to our stnig^e and Cel- 
Mar Jail are being collected from all 
over the world. And renovation work of 
the new art gallery is almost done." said 
an excited N.C. Poddar. 

The jail has certainly come a long 
way from being a symbol of repression 
to become a major tourist anractim. ♦ 
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Old habits die haul 

Catchy entertainment still remains a tiny fraction ofDD’s programming 


0 Absolutely the mosj 
breuh-uking sute- 
merit of week 
belonged to Doordar- 
shao's director- 
genera]. R. Bftsu. on 
Question Fontm, 
Doordarshan's own show. Replying to a 
queition, Baiu admitted that Doo^- 
dtan was caught with its pants dowo 
when Zee TV staned its telecast. 

It was astonishing enough in that it 
wu actuaJly said in the company of 
other media penons on a naiiooal broad- 
ca.st. ] t was even more asioni shing that it 
was said without much ado. and without 
the hedging that we are used to from 
Doordarshan officials 
Having put that bit on 
record, Basu used the rest 
of his time profitably. 

Two years down the lirte, 
he said. Doordarshan has 
its programming act toge¬ 
ther. and its marketing act 
reasonably together. Our 
entertairunent segment, 
he declared, is the best. 

Satellite channels? 

?ooti, he said, their reach 
is so small, and let me tell 
you, he went on. one hour 
on a Sunday morning 
gives me more money 
than all the rest of the 
Zees and BBCs and the 
STARs put together. Pre¬ 
sumably, Doofdarshan's 
pants art up and fumly in 
place now. 

Which is ail very well, 
and we don’t really mind 
that Doordarshan makes 
more money than any other channel. But 
we mind very much when Mr Basu tries 
to pass off Doofdarshan’s news bulle¬ 
tins as professional products. He loftily 
dismisses all criticism of the newscasts 
being nothing more than a list of the 
govenuneni* s doings, calling it a ’mid¬ 
dle class' complaint. 

He may be unaware of it. but credibili¬ 
ty has been a problem with Doordar- 
Shan, and the complaint is certainly not 


confined lo what he quaintly referred to 
as the 'middle class’. It cuts a wide swa¬ 
the through all classes, and the entire 
country, ignoring the allegation won't 
make it go away. 

If Basu is truly commirted to Doordar- 
Shan reaching ail-round high standards, 
he needs to remove all chaff from the 
news, or at least (kee^ng in mind the 
constnints of state-controlled net¬ 
works) as much as he can. 

The live telecast on DDI of the Natio¬ 
nal Youth Festival in Bhopal was a per¬ 
fect case in point The inaugural remind¬ 
ed U5 instantly of die days ^ Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi (the meet wasdedicaitedtohis memo¬ 
ry) when grandly-staged calisthenics 
become a national obsession, and 


there were stadia full of bnghtly-aiiiied 
youdis celebrating sundry birth and 
death anniversaries everywhere we 
turned. 

Hi^-spirited young people were 
doing their uim on the Held and some 
daring sky-diven were executing fancy 
flights in the air. But where do you think 
the camera was? On dtief guest Presi¬ 
dent Shankar Daytl Shanna’s face. 
Throughout the evening, wc got hastily 


interrupted shots of the gymnasts and 
the sky-divers in between frequent glim¬ 
pses of K.P. Singh l>o and Mukul 
Wasnik. 

Dutifully, the commentator kept 
remarking on the interest Mahamahim 
Shri Ra»htrapaiijj was taking in the pro¬ 
ceedings. Ditto about the other VIPs 
adorning the dais. 

Catchy enienainmeni. which is only 
now finding place on the national nel- 
wocks, 18 a tiny fraction of Doordar¬ 
shan‘s programming. The rest is a repli¬ 
ca of the Bhopal meet, in tone and spirit. 
After an interminable hour in which we 
got fuzzy long shots of tiny parachutists, 
and long close-ups of imponant faces, 
even the pellid comedy on STAR Mov¬ 


ies was a relief. 

Speaking of films, the Intemahonal 
Film Festival of India (IFR) in Bombay 
is on. and fora change we've been gett¬ 
ing ^iriy competent coverage in One- 
ma O'nemo. a half-hour capsule every 
evening. Suchitn Kris^amoorthy 
makes a better than average compere, 
hut we only wish that the half-hour had 
more detail, more people and more 
action. • 



If R. Basil, DD^s 
direcfor-general 
(s«en here with 
I&B secretary 
Bhaskar Ghose lo 
his right), Is truly 
committed to 
Doordarshan 
reaching all-round 
high standards, he 
needs to remove 
all diaff from the 
news, or at least as 
much as he can 
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Play it again, Phoolan! 

A radio drama on the life arid times of the bandit queen to be aired 

by the BBC creates another uproar 


when t wgyaeri the idee lo Gare 1 tell the reel of her story which has by 


Grove along with some other ideas I 
had. she dme Phoolan Devi. It's defi 
nildy a unique story. I 
read Mala Sen's book 
and a lot of other reports. 


rtow become iniemationally known. 

*^0 doubt, h is a violent play." said 



Then I shoved it all aside 
and let uay im^ination 
nin. It is a tictionaliscd 
account based on the few 
facts that we know about 
the hfe of Phoolan Devi, * 
Verma did not contact 
Phoolan Devi during the 
writing of the ^ay. "It 
wasn't Mcessaiy." he 
said. *1 was in touch with 


wenty five*year*old 
actorAvnier Deepi^ Vemu 
was lying in bed lisicning to 
(he Asian radio station. Sunri* 
se Radio, when he heard the 
news (hat BBC would be going ahead 
with the broadcast of its radio play The 
Bandit Queen baaed on the life of Phoo¬ 
lan Devi, despite Phoolan Devi's threat 
to take legal action against it 

"That's my play they're talking 
about," (he writer toM his mother. Sure it 
was. He confessed (hat he had half expec* 
ted it, but when the news came U was 
still a bit of a shock. 

"Ader all. this ts a radio play. I didn't 
think she'd bother with that," Verma 
told Sunday. "But then, what do you 
expect? She cooperated with Mala Sen 
and the hlmmaltefs and then still went 
on to sue them. So I'm rtot terribly 
surprised." 

So another stoty on Phoolan Devi and 
more legal action from (he former bandit 
queen. Having successfully stopped the 
screening of Shekhar Kapur's film Bon¬ 
di/ Queen in India, Phoolan is now tak¬ 
ing on (he Beeb. which is broadcasting 
(he 7$-minu(e radio play based oo her' 
life on 20 February. Apart from Channe] 
Four and BBC. PV^an has also threate¬ 
ned to sue French biogripher. Irene 
Frain, whose book Phoolan, a largely 
fktiona) account of her life, has been 
puUi shed by Roli Books. 

^^eepak Verma's 77ir Bandit Queen i t 
Imlargely based on newspaper reports 
on Phoolan Devi and the biogriphy by 
Mala Sen. It is directed by Clare Grove. 
Verma himself is well known on British 
television for his role of Saojay in (he 
BBC soap Easterukrs He has written 
two other plays — The Pool Of 
TrotufuiUity which is based on the 
anwala Bagh massacre and Agr Of 
Kaliyug, a play in verse dm deals wib 
modm-day afflictions like AIDS, 
poverty, ac; *ntey have both been com* 
roisskiied by the Court Theatre. 
,7he Bandii Queen is Verma's fim radio 
play. 

*1' ve been interested in (he subject for 
dbenxi four years," said Verma. "Then. 


Nirmal Pandey. who the role of 
Viknra Mallah in Shekhar Kapur's film 
and we cxdunged a lot of ideas." 

The 75*minute play is n a r ra ted by 
Cbaiurvedi ((dayed by Saeed Jaffreyl 
the Madhya Pradesh police offleer who 
persuaded PbooJm Devi ir> surrend^. h 
follows Chaairvedi's joumey lo Phoo¬ 
lan's final surrender and is interspersed 
with scenes of her life. It begins with 
dispute Phodan has with her cousin Mai- 
yadeen over a plot of land and how she is 
kidnaped by a gang of dacoits on the 
orders of Maiya^n. The rest of her life 
with Vikram Millah, rape al the hands 
of Lala Ram and^Sri Ram. the forming of 
herowngaiigwithManSingh.iheB^- 
mai massacre and the eventual sunender 


Venna. "Radio is a strong iwdium and 
you can get away with more. It's the ima- 
gination that's working. In the rape 
scene. Lala Ram and Sh Rem sound like 
dogs. You can do it on radio." 

So. was (he vidence and rape the rea¬ 
sons for Phoolan* s ob^tion lo tiw play? 

*I don't know. 1 think it's sim^y to do 
with the fact that it's strong," said 
Verms "But dm Phnolan Devi is suing 
Shekhar Kapur and she cooperated with 
that Blm. So who knows?" 

^^hoolao Devi is played by Asian 
m actress Nisha Nayar (of Buddha Qf 
Suburbia fame) and Viknm Mallah by 
weH-known actor Paul Bbattachajjee. 

But des^ie Verma'i and the Bceb's 
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bext cfTons. the play doesn't qMite work. 
1 >oufh it IS difficult on ihe ew? to listen 
to a play In English set in the ChiiiAal 
whaie the local dialect is Bundelkhandi. 
the mish-ffliA of Indian and English acc¬ 
ents in the play doesn't help very much 
either. 

Niiha Nayar can't get her tongue 
around lo even pronouncing Phoolan 
Devi (with a soh *D') but says Devi (as 
in Davy) throughout. The same goes 
every lime she says Durga Mata (hard 


BBC has consulted m hwycn and is 
going ahead despite Rtoolan's thrcau. 
"De^ak's wriaen a good pity and I 
warn it to go ahead as soon as possible,* 
said director Clare Grove. 

She did not want (o comment on the 
threats to sue ftoni Rioolan Devi. *I am 
not commenting on mything that will 
inflame the situation,* she said. 

Meanwriule a BBC staffer at Broad¬ 
casting House said that though ttey had 
received nothing ofTicia] from Phoolan 


Devi, there was a nimoitf that die was 
going 10 mrve a nocicE and that she was 
sending her lawyer to London. 

Phoolan Devi's husband. Umed 
Singh, had apparently been on the line to 
the Beeb. But BBC lawyers were quite 
confMfeni that there would be no pro¬ 
blem with the script and had given the 
go-ahead. 

tit's absolutely ridiculous." said Jen¬ 
nifer iaffiey, wife of Sae^ Jaffrey, 
when she hurd the news about Phoolan 



'D' and hard T). And as she does tend 
to repeat the words several dmes in the 
play it sounds pretty incongruous, ai 
least to an Indian aodience. Then again, 
Paul Bhattacharjee plays the role of Vik- 
ram Mallah in a ckv English accent. 
Ate we listcfung to rustic QuunbaJ dia¬ 
lect or sophjsUcaied central London talk? 

To Cop it aU» the gAozof-Ilkc weepy 
musk and vocals by the East India Com¬ 
pany and Gauri Bifw do not ciujie fit 
the musk of die Chambal raviMs. The 
only saving gnee is Saeed Jaffrey who 
gives Ihe sole audientic touch to the cha¬ 
racter of CSiaturvedi. 

Hk play will be broadcast in Febru¬ 
ary to coincide with the firsi anniversary 
of Phoolan Devi's release froei)aiI. The 





Haviia; successfully 
stopped the screening 
of Shekhar Kapur’s 
fibn on her, PbMlan 
Devi is now rumoured 
to be thinking in tenns 
ofseivlitfal^ 


Devi's threatened law suit. Saeed was 
away in Bombay for shooting. "Firu of 
all, she (Phoolan) sues a wondeiful and 
powerful fUni on her life made by Shek¬ 
har Kapur, now she's taking on this one. 
This is only a radio play. It's ridiculous. 
1 just don't see the point" 

BBC radio plays have an estimated 
Usieoenhip of three million. The play 
will also be broadcast on the Wcuid Ser¬ 
vice where Indian listeners can tune in to 
it 

Inddentally, Shekltar Kapur's Bandit 
(^uen may^ released commercially 
in UK in P^nwy. whidi ^onuses 10 be 
a Phoolan Devi month. • 



















ABRUSHWmtPCAIM: wcmen at tht Astmsoi sttrUisoH^ c^mp 

Severing the lifeline 

A series of ligation deaths raises questions about the state 
government's family planning programme 



I li took the lives of 

four women co expose 
(he ifthumen face of 
, Jr (he Wes( Bengal 

^4 government's moch* 

JHL touted family plann* 

ing programme. 
WEST BENGAL T^ee of the deaths 

occurred in the coal 
towrt of Asansol on the West Bengal^ 
Bihar border, and one in Calcutta, while 
(he women were undergoing laparosco^ 
pic ligation, a routine birth control opera¬ 
tion. The d^s have rused quite a furo’ 
re in (he state with the mcdic^ fraternity 
questiMiiog the methods ftlopted by 
Jyoti Basu's Left Prom goveremem to 
meet family planning targets. 

If that was not enough, health mini¬ 
ster Prasanta S ur* s woes were compoun¬ 
ded by another incident that happened in 
Ashedmagar. a suburb of Calcutta. On 9 
January, four persons lost Ihelr eyesight 


after a cataract operation conducted in a 
camp organised by Vision Welfare 
Society.a local eltdi. bubal reports sugg¬ 
est ihai the reason behind the tragedy is 
an infeetkn that the pabenis contacted 
after the surgery, whi^ was conducted 
In unhygienic coitions. 

But (he iocideu that created the most 
furore is Ae one in Asansol. A sterilisa¬ 
tion camp was organsied on 7 January at 
the town's Kalla Certtral Hospital as part 
of the state govenunent's family idl¬ 
ing prograrrune. According to die hospi¬ 
tal's ct^ medical offker. R.L. Pras^ 
altogether Z4 women turned up at the 
camp. Three were sent back since they 
were found 'medically unfit*. Of die 21 
who were later operMed on. three died. 

Tboi^ the post-moftesn reports 
were still awaited at the bme of going to 
press, initial invqAigations suggest that 
the deaths could have been as a result cd 
the following three facton: 


•The women could have contacted 
some i nfection aAer (he surgery. 

•The drugs that were used were spurious. 

•An overdose of anaesthesia. 

Doccore say that ii is unlikely that 
Infection was responsible for the trage¬ 
dy because (he deaths occurred almost 
immediaiely alter the operation. And 
since the same durgs were used oi all the 
women, the second factor, too, could be 
ruled out. They say that it is almost 
certain that all the three women were 
adminstered an overdose of anaesthe¬ 
sia. In other w<«ds. negligence on the 
part of the team that performed the opera¬ 
tion led to the deaths. 

The Calcutta incident was more or 
less similar to the one in Asansol. On 10 
January. Shanti Biswas, a woman in her 
mid-thinies. was brought to another ste¬ 
rilisation camp in TollygunJ by a v^un- 
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The leading lady 

Lakshmi Parvathi, NTR 's wife, is taking an active 


(eer of Cnisade. t non-^vemmenttl 
orfmittlion. Ms Biswas was openied 
on by Dr P.K. Sen, a gynaecologist. She 
was later shifted to a government hospi* 
laJ, where she was reportedly "brought 
dead". 

Doctors say that the govemmenl is to 
there pan of the blame for the state of 
affairs. The Left Front regime^ they ilk* 
ge, has set unrealisiic sterilisatioa tar¬ 
gets for govemmeht*run hospiials ar^ 
health centres. The result has been that 
doctors usually do not follow norms and 
cnedtods stipulated in textbooks and 
heahh circulars while performing lapa¬ 
roscopic ligation. 

Though ibe operation is quite a sim< 
pie one and lakes barely three minutes to 
perform, deviation from the laid-down 
norms can often be fatal. In fact, the 
Bengal Gynaecological and Obatetricia* 
(If. Society has. on a number of occa¬ 
sions, pointed out to the government 
that medical norms were oft^ byps«scd 
while perfonning birth control opera¬ 
tions In most hosiMlaJs in the state. 

Moreover, a section of the suie'i^ 
medical fraternity say that the govern¬ 
ment's famlJy programme dcpei^s a lot 
on the participation of non- 
govemmental organisations, who in 
turn hire touts to rope in as many women 
as possible to these camps. And it has 
been often found that many of those who 
lum up for steri hsation are un fit to under¬ 
go the surgery. For example, one of the 
women who attended the sterilisation 
camp in Asongol happened to be a 
widow! 

What's more, often, doct<^ have to 
perform the operation in the most unhy¬ 
gienic conditions since many these 
mass steri Usaiion camps are held under a 
makeshift tent and doctors are invariab¬ 
ly in a hurry. For instance, some years 
back, one such camp was held in one of 
the platforms of H^rah station and a 
doctor, who reportedly holds a werid 
record for the largest number lapa- 
(osco^ operations performed was 
flown down from Bornbay by the state 
government to perf<^ the surgery. 

The recent deaths have at last woken 
up the authorities. Health minis^ Pia- 
santa Sur has ordered a detailed epquiry 
into the tragedy and the state family plan¬ 
ning department is considering a propo¬ 
sal to review its pcAky on the matter. Bui 
then, f<tf the families of the four unfortu¬ 
nate women, the damage has alica^ 


interest in party affairs 

"Lakshmi ParvaOu ti 
not just NTB's wife. 
She is an angel for the 
Tdugu Deslttin Party 
(TDP)’- For quite 
some lime now. this 
ANDHRA has been the refrain ot 

PRADESH mP polidciarts ioclu- 

ding several mini- 
sten. legislacora aiMl even members of 
Parliament. Tbe reaaon is not hard to 

guess. They want N.T Rama Rao’s wife 
to repesent them in the stale Assembly 
too. 

In the iTuddle of the pandemonium 
aHer the TDP's landslide victory in the 
recently-concluded Assembly elec¬ 
tions, the silent but steady rise ot Laksh¬ 
mi. Parvashi has KM gone unnodeed. 
And a group of sycophants, who do not 
see eye in eye with the Tl^ supremo's 
two dominating sons-in-law. have wel¬ 
comed Lakshmi Parvathi's rise. And for 
obvious reasons. 

At the outset. Lakshmi Parvaihi had 
chosen to remain NTR's "dutiful house¬ 
wife*. But today. Lakshmi Parvaihi 
Rama Rao plays a key role in (he nsatters 
of the party and the government. She 

TW BCTTCR IMlf: Utkshni Parvathi 


admitted having a say in the distributkn 
of party dekett, in tht formadon of the 
state c^net and even in assigning port¬ 
folios to (he ministers. She has even 
gone on record, making swe^ng state¬ 
ments against her potentUl rivals in (he 
party. 

At Vijaywada, she said that certain 
departments from the finance and* the 
agriculture ministries were clubbed toge- 
tha without much thought given to it 
This was done at the belwst of Cha&drm 
Babu Naidu—the finance minister and 
NTR's son-in-law. And now, hectic lob¬ 
bying by TDP sycc^hanis, led by mini¬ 
sters G. MudduJirishnan Naidu and P. 
Indira Reddy, urging NTR to allow her 
to contest theTekkali Assembly seat is 
a sure indication of her growing clout 
The seat was recently vacated by NTR. 

Lakshmi Parvathi’s ambitions came 
out in the open when she sidelined TDP 
stalwarts in nonunating candidates for 
the AssemWy polls. After the TDP 
swept the poUs, she spoke at length of 
her "contributionr in Ringing about the 
victory. While NTR and his sons-in-law 
Nvera struggling to make ends meet in 
order to implement tbe TDP’s populist 
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schemes. Lakshmi Parvathi went on a 
lour of districts, addressing workers* ral* 
lies. Within one month, she covered six 
disQicts. osiensiMy to wor^ip the deit¬ 
ies of the area, but aUo to meet party men 
and legislators on their homeground. 
And her visit to Warangal. scheduled in 
the middle ofJannuary. has already beco- 


A NEW FORCE 


Inlht RMdIf Of tin 
•norfNTDP'filoetml 
victory la Aadhro taMi, 
tbi rlio If Uhstail Pwatti. 
imi'tnlti^liaoootfaM 




Sbo tet startod ployloi a 
cracM rolo la party nattara. 
UkaM PamtM also 
roportoily Marvaaad dyrtaa 
tm MtrlMlaa of portfolloi 

NTR*aaoaa*lo<lawaro 

Mlovodtaboapiotattlila 

davofopaMol 


me a cause for concern for the 
sons-in*law. 

On (he New Year eve. Lakshmi Parva- 
thi created stir of sorts when she went (o 
Tirupaij to offer prayers to Lord Venka' 
leswara. During her 12 km trek lo Tim- 
mala, she was accon^Mnied by ten 
legislators and two ministers. By the 
time she reached the temple on lop of the 
hill, the crowd swelled to nearly 600. 
She also broke lem^ regulations by 
gate-crashing into the shrine along with 
her entourage, buying only three tickets 
for (he eniire group. 

While Lakshmi Parvalhi and the soav 
in>law of NTR make no bones about bla¬ 
ming each other In public, the TDP 
supremo has remained a silent spectator 
to this family drama. After Laksimi Par- 
vathi revealed her role in the portfolio 
distribution, both Chandra Babo Naidu 
and D. Venkateswara Rao are trying to 
make an issue of it. 

NTR. apparently, is not averse to let 
Lakshmi Parvathi contest (he Assembly 
election, He has already shown his dis¬ 
pleasure against the style of functioning 
of Chandra Babu Naidu, As for Lakshmi 
Parvathi. hers will be a cakewalk entry 
into the state AssemMy. And once insi¬ 
de. she will render all the aid that NTR 
maybe needing. • 


Now off, nowon 


Amidst chaos in the Assembly, Rishang Keishing wins 
the vote of confidence 


The drama envted in 
the Manipur Assemb¬ 
ly was not uneapec- 
id. Given the biurre 
poliiical develop¬ 

ments following (he 
installation of the 
MANIKIR Rishang Keishing 
ministry on 13 

December, a special Assembly session 
was convened on 9 January lo test (he 
strengih of the Congress-led coalition 
ministry. 

And the Congrevs party, desperate lo 
cling to power, look over the proceed¬ 
ings of the House, removed U>e Spea¬ 
ker, Dr Borobabu Singh, elected E. fiira- 
mani Singhas the new Speakerand push¬ 
ed throu^ a confident motion even 
without ^ presence of a Speaker and 
Opposition members. i 

Earlier, on 2.3 December. Keishing 
had lost a irust vote. But the proceed¬ 
ings of this controversial sesakm was 
quashed by O.N. Srivastava. the new 

BACK m TNC SADDLE: R/jhang Keishing 
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Goveroor, who convened (he session 
again on 9 January, gi ving Keishing ano¬ 
ther chance to prove his majority. The 
Governor nullified the earlier proceed¬ 
ings on the grounds that it had skipped 
the address of the Governor as General 
(retd.) V.K. Nayar had resigned, refus¬ 
ing to toe the Congress line. And on 9 
January, the Assembly was adjourned 
sine die (wo times by two Speakers, sett¬ 
ing a record of soru. 

In their fight for power, both the Oppo¬ 
sition and the ruling parties had thrown 
norms, conventions arej procedures to 
the winds. After the Governor's speech, 
Speaker Borobabu Singh adjourned the 
House tine die. observing that the ses¬ 
sion could not be conducted as a case 
was pending in the Supreme Court. 

In fact, it was the $ peaker who had fil¬ 
ed a petition to the apts court, challeng¬ 
ing a Guwahati High Court order which 
»uyed the disqualification of 23 MLAs 
aJong with an order to quash (he 23 
December session. Borobabu Singh did 
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noi know ^ the ipex coun Ktd 
alreftdy dismissed (he j^ition ^led by 
him. 

InAuiaied MLAs of the ruling ptrty. 
including the 23 "dlsquelificd** mem* 
ben, then decided (o tidce over (he pro¬ 
ceedings of (he House. They stonned 
the House. They also broke open the 
Speaker's chamber (o ihsu! the new 
Speaker. 

Kcishing ministry’s next move was 
to clip the wings of Borobabu Singh by 
initiating a ma|or reshuffle in the Assem¬ 
bly secretanat. Loyalists of Borobabu 
Singh were shifted. The new-Iook offi¬ 
ce of the Speaker even issued orders not 
10 sanction fuel on office account ftv 
the four official can of the former 
Speaker. 

A humiliated Singh, recently elected 
as the Man of (he Year by (he Manipur 
Press Club, sought the intervention of 
the "unfriendly" Governor. ”1 would 
like to say that the AssemMy House has 
been captured and unconstitutional acti¬ 
vities had gone on in a manner as if a 
mob had taken over. To protect the digni¬ 
ty and the sanctity of the House. I am 
apprising you of ^e happenings inside 
llW KoubC for taking appropriate 
action". Singh told the Governor in a 
letter. 

Even now. legal experts are not sure 
as to who the bona fide Speaker is. They 
are equally unclear about the status ' 
the Assembly. Even (he state administra¬ 
tion is refusing to comment on this 
issue. And in the middle of this confu -1 
lion, the Congress high command okay¬ 
ed the expansion of iJw ministry. On 10 
January, Keishing inducted 12 c^inet 
and 12 state ministers. The seven-party i 
alliance led by the Manipur People's Par¬ 
ty (MPP) has, however, threatened to 
launch a campaign unless the ministry 
is dismissed immediately. 

The expansion of (he minisuy coincid¬ 
ed with (he announcement of the date 
for the Assembly elections. The Elec¬ 
tion Commission has decided to hold 
the polls on 16 February, The term of 
the present Assembly expires on 28 
February. 

Although the constitutional validity 
of the latest seaaicn is open to debate. 

Kdshing seems to be firmly in the sad¬ 
dle. Besides tackling the deteriorating 
law and order situation, the chief mini¬ 
ster's immediate concern will be the 
arrangements for the voters' photo iden¬ 
tity cards. • 


Divided we stand 

The Opposition parties are yet to form a common front 
to take on the Congress in the state 


If experience means 
(earning from past 
mistakes, the Opposi¬ 
tion parties in Assam 
are yet to cealise it. 
Having failed to put 
up a united fight again- 
ASSAM $1 the Congress in the 
1991 Assembly elec¬ 
tions. (he Opposition, mainly the Assam 
Gana Parishad <AGP), had paid dearly 
by managing to win just un^ 20 seats 
in a House of 126. In the intervening 
years, the breakaway Naiun Assam 
Gana Parishad (NAOP) has reunited 
with the original party. The reunifica¬ 
tion was. in fact, expected to galvanise 
the Opposition into putting up a strong 
front againsi (he ruling Congress. But so 
far that has failed to happen. 

The Opposition's inability to forge a 
common front has its root in history. The 
AGP, bom out six years of agitation 
in Assam. ha.s always distrusted (he left 
parties for their sta^ during the agita- 
As a result, any alliance involving 
the CPI and the CP1(M) is bound to 
be strained. Similarly, the AGP's con 
(empiuous attitude towards the state's 


Bhiigu Phukon 


tribaJs during its five-year rule has alie¬ 
nated the tribal political parties. thus rul¬ 
ing out any formal t ie-up w ith them, 

The AGP's biggest difficulty, 
however, comes from Us anti-minority 
image. In a stale where minorities, religi¬ 
ous and linguistic, hold (he key to at 
least 40 Assembly seats, the AGP has 
been unable to reassure them suffi- 
deoUy. As a resuh, despite a sense of 
betrayal on certain occasions, the minori¬ 
ties continue to throw their weight 
bchirKj the Congress. Given this scena¬ 
rio. recent efforts to Held comrTwn candi¬ 
dates against the Congress in the forthco¬ 
ming Assembly elections seem futile. 

But various organisations, known for 
their anti-Congress, or more specifical¬ 
ly. anii-Hiieswar Saikia posture, are try¬ 
ing to overcome this drawback by form¬ 
ing a (KMi-political but influential, body 
of mielleciualfi, professionals and 
human rights Ktivists. This organisa¬ 
tion. called the Ganaiantrik AdhikarSur- 
aksha Samiti (GASS), will not contest 
elections but isexpected to heavily influ¬ 
ence (he aMi-Congress campaign in the 
stale. 

A formal aJIiance of the anii- 
Congress f<m:es is. hoNvever, far from 
reality. As it is. the AGP. which per for¬ 
ce has to be at the head of any effective 
Opposition front, is not too keen (Ohave 
any lie-up with the so-called national 
parties. As iu working president Bhrigu 
Kumar Riukan says: "At the moment 
we are rnore interested i n forging an al I i - 
ance of smaller, regional parlies. The 
question of an und^standing with die 
national parties will come later." 

E^ukan's aim is not easily achievable 
though. For one thing, certain regional 
parties do not mind getting into a formal 
relationship with the AGP provided 
Phukan himself leads it. With former 
chief minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta 
unacceptable to some of them, the possi¬ 
bility of a formal unity among the regio¬ 
nal parties remains remote ai the 
moment. Whatever be the decision, the 
Opposition will have to move fast as the 
nding CMgress has already begun its 
campaign for the polls scheduled for 
June 19^. • 
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The sound of 
silence 

In Bangalore, the 
police ban live music in 
restaurants 



KARNATAKA 


Music may soothe 
troubled hearts, hut in 
BangaJofc. it only 
makes ibe cops see 
red. Even as the new 
year rung in. Bangalo¬ 
re's new police com¬ 
missioner T. Sriniva- 
sulu decreed that live 
music could no longer be played in 
itaiaunnis or hotels where liquor is ser¬ 
ved. Moreover, the commissioner insist¬ 
ed that women could not be employed 
in establishments which served liquor. 
Srtnivasulu may have good intentions 
but his dictum has rendered innocent 
musicians jobless. It has also deprived 
citireni of harmless and wholesome fun. 

Tike (he case of Mandarin in Hotel 
Athok. run by the Indian Tourism and 
Development Corporation. With a 
dance floor. Mandahn's live band drew 
as many customers as its Chef 
Andrew's Chinese cuisine. With Pink 
Champagne — Mandarin's live hand 
— shwR the door, regular visitors to 
the restaurant, as well as its other cliente¬ 
le are disappointed. 

According to a patron, ' Mandarin 
was a decent pl^; 1 could take my fami • 
ly on birthdays and on my wedding 
anniversary. I can’t see what harm is 
there if we dance. So little entertain¬ 
ment is left in the city. Why should the 
police ban music and dance? I agree 
that cabarets are not good. Isn’t there 
any other way to close down (he obnox i- 
ous pl^s without affecting decent 
est^i^mentsT* 

For the band rrtembera. the situation 
is even worse. Says Steve Wright, a 
band owner. “I teach music during the 
day and play in die hotels till midnight. 
Whatever I e a rned from the hotels used 
to be an imponaai pan of the family 
budget I don’t know bow I will manage 
now. Tlte situation of (woof my musicia¬ 
ns is TtaSiy bad because they have no 
odw jots How do the police expect us 
toiitfvive?' 



STIWU W A MSCtMMMT NOTE* a restaurant in Bangalore 


Interestingly, many Anglo-Indians 
had found doxnt employmeat in the 
hotel bands and gigs at the local clubs. 
Indeed, many feel that the thriving hotel 
mdusuy has been the salvation of many 
youths who otherwise would have gone 
astray. Mu^ic being a pan of their cultu¬ 
re — and (he Western music in India 
coming of age in reccm times — many 
youths had ^ght equipment out of ihK 
money they sat^. *Wlw are we gomg 


to do with all this stuff now?'. Wrighc 
asks. 

According to Sandecp Qiowia of 
Pulse, an award-winning fusion band. 
*'1 got my first break as a musician in 
hotels. In fact, any musician worth his 
salt has started by playing in hoiels. 
There is nothing wrong In entertaining 
peoi^e. If such avenues are cut off. 1 do 
not see any future for aspiring musicia¬ 
ns." Being an exporter, even though 


Peekaboo 

Pirtued video cassettes o/Bandit Queen are 
freely available in Pdryab and Haryana 


Bvee M (MgMer^ned.tivil^ 
■■niiKiilaii D^imytof 
ceoR bo b«& the foNw of igpdfr 
—a featun fte (aed oAhet 
Ufa — vide^pirtKea in aid Mad 
Chandigarh hnve tMcd .oa to be 
amiB ee. Dngpiie a niy ordar freett 
(he Delhi High CaiiB«n t^ fiioi'i' 
rdeaa, video-Uboettl^ tbe^ty me 
fredy reoting out teccatind‘video 
casaettea. , > 

Eafier. Ptedm U aatod m- 
TTIjh rram ml ffir ft[tn lininrhninl „ 
loteiha • 

a&d Ap&di teeau of.'rapg nd 
sodHy. Polkmftag bdpiB. MCnie 
Uaoed Mtty itiM' 

qaai of deeuni vtMhnc tfea lUa. 
.MddM.iQwtaftednfBOL ' 




BinftlilllKIM a Stiiifipui ale 

fitm > : ■ 







NEWS 


Chowu does not depend on his eem* 
ings from music, mAny of his collee- 
gues do uid he cuukr get over (he rvde 
ihock. 

The going has no( been good for til 
the musidins. In smaUer hotels and 
resiauranu. these people are not even 
paid a proper retainer fee and survive 
only on (i[H. Says Kutiltl. president of 
the newly»form^ Karnataka Musicians 
and Singers Welfare Association, 
'There are about 1.000 people employ' 
cd in this business in Bangalore who 
have families to suppon. Many of us 
have been In the business for over 20 
years and know no other skill. What 
Jobs can we get in our middle-age?" 

*n>e musicians have now decided lo 
go on a hunger strike if the newly' 
elected Janata Dal government does not 
heed their plea lo withdraw the ban. Sri- 
nivasulu, meanwhile, maintained that 
under the state excise rules, the police 
could not allow any kind of live 
entertainment in places where lu^uor 
was served. There was, however, no pro> 
htem with canned music. But (he people 
keep wondering what the commissioner 
had to gain by striking a discordant 
note. • 


But dw video of the nneenaored 
venhw of die fihn is avaUabk in the 
sbopa dociHig the towne and cMee 
hetoes Popjah and Haryana. The 
Hindi videoa are available ai (he ner> 
(Hal rite of Rs 5 a day and come wldi 
Bogllih tubddea. 

FortheowncnofdieeevidBoUbra- 
tki. the stay order Is henSy enythmg 
to ^ worried ^out "Ahnoet eU the 



State uncertain 


An all-party rally demanding a separate 
Chhattisgarh state fizzes out 



MADHYA 

PKADESK 


A rally or gani sed by 
the All-Party QAettiS' 
garb Stale Non- 
Political Manch on 2 
ianucry 1995 ai Rai¬ 
pur turned out lo be a 
damp SQuib. Not only 
wu dse (umoui — 
less than ID.OOO —itt 
shorter than (he Marteb's claim of five 
lakh, the exercise de g enereted into a 
tirade against the Shukhi Brothers. And 
after the speakers vented their anger on 
Shyama Charan Shukia. former Madhya 
Pradesh chief mirusier. end Vidya ChS' 
ran ShuUa. the Union minister to water 
resources, (he rally abruptly came to an 
end. No expUnatkio was given as to why 
the meetiog was suddenly called off. 

Polliict] observers now feel ditt the 
rally did not take off as none of the orga¬ 
nisers was a mass leader. Intel] Igence c ir- 
cles in the state had expected nearly two 
lakh people to take pM in ihe meeting. 


X-rased movie* hm been boned m 
loAa Bui we do eril and rau o«t 
dseae*, said the owaer of a local 
video-siofe who wished lo rtonto 
a naam ed. ‘'In fact, sv* survive oa 
suds wiiidM', he oldad. 

Tie poUce has tohed the ocher 
way lufo di ag ^ opea flouiag erf 
Ihe Hlfb Cttm dtnedve. This is 
even itor Mod aews p rfper s c»ied 
eocBiive lepcruoQlhe ccotrova s y 
ebouitbefO^ 

The video edMi5e of to film is an 
unceasored vcrsioa whidt shows 
Seema Biswas {Hmdng todUe role 
^ It dmea sM naked, it elso has 
expBcit seeses of her beirtg png- 
ra^. Whde to aouKe ^ to pirated 
s^deo k ao( cedaia, or^ sexne pnnis 
tore Is.e coednuous subdde drmlr- 
ing that to pciM is meeai for preview 
dfdy. 

No doubt, to pifilm VC doing roa¬ 
ring btohess io Panjab am) Haryana. 
Bveo with *11 tom^, rape »d to 
urn of etotpew ao^kdvet. to film 
baa found fomily aadtosoe. * 


Among Congress leaden, ArvtfMl 
Netam and Chandulal Chandrakar — 
president of the Manch—claimed that a 
separate Chhattisgarh state was unlikely 
to disturb ocher states as it needed only a 
redetmition of certain districts in 
Madhya Pradesh. Hence they felt thai 
(here was no need to set up a States Reor¬ 
ganisation Commiisioo. as pointed out 
by to Shukla Brothers. Charxlrakar 
vowed to lead a delegation of the state's 
legislators to the Prime minister during 
the budget session of Parliament to press 



A DAMP SQUBs the mliy in Raipur 

the statehood demand. 

Shyama Charan Shukla. however, 
felt that inigatiM was a more pressing 
issue in the state, with nearly 1.000 irri¬ 
gation schemes still pending in the Rai¬ 
pur area alone. Shukla pointed out that 
the organisers of the rally had overlocA- 
ed this point and indulged only in anti- 
Shukla campaign. 

Purushonam Kaushik. former gene¬ 
ral secretary of (be Janata Dal. and 
Kesho Singh Thakur. general secretary 
of the Manch, aimoum^ (heir decision 
of an economic blockade" if the demand 
for Chhattisgarh state was not accepted 
by 26 January. 1995.' 

Shyama Charan Shukla, however, 
has branded these as mere rhetorics by 
leaders seeking political rehabilUation 
by riding to Chhattisgarh wave. • 
AAr.iOMf/iitow 
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Frontal at tack 

The INTUC blames the Left Front govemmens for 
failing to protect the rights of the workers 


Roicnting die suod taken by hbn 
eariier, Min aaid. "With (he Assembly 
elections a year away, (he Front is trying 
to woo die voters. This is ridicuJ^. 
/yoti Basu speaks of indusinaJ revival in 
Ekngal whm be cannot even save the 


"«'“n Before Cakgtta could 
recover from the hype- 
* V nctivity associated 
' f with the reccntiy-held 

'^9 centenary c^bra- 
JUk tioAsoftheConfedera- 
-^BSEHikJ tion of Indian Industry 
WEST BENGAL (CH). the question of 
West Bengal’s econo¬ 
my once again came under sharp scruti* 
ny. And this time during the 75th nuion* 
al general council meeting of the Indian 
National Trade Union Congress 
(INTUC) — Cones' labour wing 
which was held In Uie city on 1&>II 
January. 

Unlike previous occasions, the econo¬ 
mic prospects of the stale were discussed 
this time not mly by white-collar profes¬ 
sionals but also by the rink and file wor¬ 
kers. Thousands of INTUC members 
poured into the city from the neighbour¬ 
ing districts as well as from other states. 
Needless to say. there were irafTic jams 
as waves of processions made (heir way 
to Netaji Indoor Stadium, the venue ^ 
the meet. 

Coining in the wake of chief minister 
Jyoti Basu's call to bring back the work 
aimos^ere in the factories and offices 
in the state, the INTUC took a measured 
stand. While the INTUC leadership 
accepted die Centre’s economic policy 
with certain reservations, it lambasted 
West Bengal’s newly-enunciated econo¬ 
mic policy to be nothing but an exercise 
in rhetorics. So much so that INTUC pre¬ 
sident G. Sanjeeva Reddy even obs^- 
ed that the stale policy only rcBected 
Jyoii Basu's changing hues. 

During the meet, the central govem- 
menf s "open door* policy towards mul- 
tinaikmals came under criticism. "The 
Centre should think twice before letting 
in the foreign companies to our power 
sector. This will adversely affect both 
the domestic and (he industrial con¬ 
sumer". said the state CNTUC president 
Subrata Mukhetjee. 

Sanjeeva Reddy felt that the Left 
Front government in the stale was made 
up of a "bunch ofopporiuniits". He poin¬ 
ts out that the number of factories shut 
down In the state reached tm all-time 
high doring 17 years of the Left Front 


fiusufc Union CuNOi-.r 

_ 





immQmimmATirhftNTVCstssionin Caicufta 


rule. As a result, the number of workers 
retrenched during this time was also 
enormous. Sanjeeva Reddy observed. 
He blamed dK OTU — CPf(M)’$ 
l^iour wing — for being a party to this 
slide. 

Somen Mitra. the Pradesh Congress 
Committee president, however, found a 
di^erent motive for the LefI Front’s 
efforts at the stale’s industrial recovery. 


POLICY MAHERS 


Tha 7M RittMtf imral 
Mating et tN ITTUC wai 
lacaatly bM In Cal catti 

TbaMttlB|laab«tadtba 

••vMntrMpalkfOftiN 


Tbaiilagataialaa 


laiMtfWBBUfy 


existing units. It is just a gimmick." 

Subrata Mukheijce felt (hat workers' 
interests riiould come first and special 
care should be token to protect these. 
Tm not against industrial agreements 
with the muliinaljonals. But it should 
not, ai any cost, compromise the posi¬ 
tion of the workers ", said Mukherjee. He 
urged (he INTUC to worii unitedly to 
protect the wtakers' interests. "Our 
strength lies in their support. W'ith the 
working class behind os, the Congress 
will st^y come to power in West 
Bengal'.he added. 

During its deliberations, the INTUC 
sought a new industrial law. an amend- 
mon of the Bonus Act and pension for 
woriiers in die private and public sec¬ 
tors. INTUC k«lers also demanded a 
redefinition of the role played by tiK 
Board of Indusoial Finance and Recon¬ 
struction (BIFR) and said tbatat least 50 
per cent of its members should be trade 
union representatives. They also point¬ 
ed out that 90 per c^t of the Rs 13,000 
crore National Renewal Fund was being 
spent on voluntary retirement Khemes 
rather than for the benefit of (he working 
clan in the country. « 









NEWS 


Work to rule 


Will chief minister Jyoti Basu 's new-found dynamism 
kick-start the state machinery? 


mobile maiiQa^ units. Govcmmcm's fai- 
lure in (his recant wa« again high* 
(ighied. "Vtry few of the young medi¬ 
cos recruiied by (he Public Service Com¬ 
mission are wilting (o go to (he villages. 
So we have health centres without doc- 





'After 17 yean in 
government, nothing 
has really been done 
to improve the metU* 
cal facilities in the 
stale.., 









WEST BENGAL Health centres have 
been set up in various 
villages the state, but ihere art no doc¬ 
tors to man (hem and so the whole pur¬ 
pose of health centres is defeated... 

There has hardly been any indusiriaJ pro¬ 
gress in the state because numenxis 
obstacles/' 

If you think thai all ihis was enunciat¬ 
ed by someone lamhavling the CPI(M) 
government in West Bengal, you are 
way off the marit. These are iIk com¬ 
ments made by the man who knows 
what these words signify. Yes. this was 
chief minisier Jyoti Basu himself. And 
the people of (he state are a( last hearing 
what ilMy have been wanting to say for 
so long, No doubt, they find it incredible. 

Speaking i n Calcutta at the si Iver jubi¬ 
lee function of the Calcutta M^Ucal 
Research Insiiiute (CMRI) on 12 Janua¬ 
ry, the chief minister was refreshingly 
candid. Coming close on (he heels of 
his stem warning to the errant workers 
of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation 
(CMC). Basu' $ address at the CM R1 con¬ 
firmed that the winds of change were 
finally sweeping (he state. 

Arid Basu has. over (he days, turned 
more and more vitriolic at (he state of 
Umbo which he and his pany once care¬ 
fully nurtured. Surprisingly. Basu's war¬ 
ning had its desir^ effect on the CMC 
troubk-mongers. An indeflmte strike 
called by (he Clerks* Union was summa¬ 
rily withdrawn when Basu gave them 
the choice working or quitting. 

At (he CMRI. not only did Basu 
ttlmit that the state government has fail¬ 
ed to provide (be kind of medical facilit¬ 
ies that are required, he also lauded priv¬ 
ate entrepreneurs, running nursing 
homes and hoepiutis. for performing 
functions ihai were actually the preser¬ 
ve of (he government. '’The efforts of 
these individuals must De congmula- 








POOTKIAN TO STATISMAH:. /u^mmisterjyofi Basu 


(ed. for (hey are doing whm is «upposed 
(0 be our jQb\ he said. And this was 
again in line with his rcccni all-out 
effort to woo privaie entrepreneurs in 
(he Slate. 

The chief miniuer also ackiH>wkdg- 
ed (he CMRI's effons to extend medi- 


lors'. Basu lamented. 

Basu revealed (hat various projects of 
medical research and (reaimeni were 
on the anvil. These included hospi¬ 
tals (0 be SCI up by (he Goenkas and by* 
NRls from UKaiMl USA. Moreover, the 
stale government was going lo set up a 


cal fadlilks lo villages with the help of medical research and development unit 

I at Kalyani, near Calcutta, in coUabora- 


CHANGING TIMES 


RiCBBtmtB—rtihyWBrt 
•BOfil eMtf BMitBr 4yftJ 
BwirmaiBiltriflcMt 
etew li ttt BtUMB Bf hit 


im hwtty M thi 
ifltithil vtrtEm Bf thB 

CaievHt MMltlpal 


mtrnrneimienhm 


lion wiih (he University of Philadel¬ 
phia. Two hospitals abandoned by priva¬ 
te ptennoters were also to be revamped 
un^r joint sector operations. 

Predictably, CPI<M) critics are 
already carping at Basu's new-found 
dynamism. Bui i( is becomirtg increa¬ 
singly clear (hat the communists in the 
state are no longer stuffy about reforms. 
They are also ready to acc^ their failu¬ 
res. As Basu himself put it; "Industrial 
dcvcl<^>men( in the stale has been imped¬ 
ed for so long because of unfortuxune 
obstacles. But now. there is a real feel¬ 
ing that something is happening in the 
state and we have to gear up for this 
chinge." 

It now remiins to be seen whether 
Ba$u*s dynamism is contagious or not. • 


SVMWV ift-4i aMT < 
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only. Specifically, (he environmenf 
depanmerH wanted lo know about future 
inuTic flow. a& the park is expected to 
drew 20.000 visitors daily, and whether 
the project conformed to (he Outlying 
DcvelopmeM Plan for the next 25 years 
prepared by the Calcutta MeiropoJiian 
Development Amhofity. 

What's more, building on land filled 
with garbage has its own haaards. The 
decomposing organic maner releases 
chemi^s am) gases. While chemicals 


Bending the rules 

Calcutta‘s Science City is being built without environmental clearance 


F hsien your seat belts. If you are 
planning a voyage to Jupiter, a 
journey to the centre of the earth or 
a brief [spic into Jurassic limes, come to 
Calcutta. When complete, its Seience 
City, a 50>acre. Rs lOO^crore sci'fi 
amusement park being built on the 
eastern fringe of the metropolis by the 
National Council of Science Museums 
(NCSM), will offer a range of simulated 
adventures unmatched by any other Indi¬ 
an city. 

Work is progressing at 
a brisk pace. The pro¬ 
ject's flnt phase is expect* 
ed to be completed later 
(his year, the second. In 
1996. and the ftnal phase 
in 1998. 

Not only will the park 
be a technological marvel 
with elaborate, state- 
of-the-art gadgets, audito¬ 
riums, a library, lakes and 
sprawling gardens, but it 
is also expected to sei an . 
example in environmen- | 
tal management by trens- | 
forming the city’s foul- I 
smelling dumping S 
ground into a veritable I 
wonderland " 

And this, in a way. is ironic. For. the 
complex, aimed at familiarising peo^ 
with nature's delicate systems and the 
powers of science, is being built without 
environmental clearance. The state eovi- 
roiunent ministry hasn't yet shown it dte 
green light, but the NCSM has already 
gone ahead and sunk a few crorts. 

Surprisingly, thi s violation has occurr¬ 
ed despite the presence of several scien¬ 
tists 00 (he project's environment advi¬ 
sory committee. A senior o^ial of the 
state environment department said: 'We 
have certain queries and sought clarifica- 
(ions, but haven’t got any npiy yet." In 
it is the state government which got 
in touch with the NCSM when it should 
have been (he other way round. 

Dr SarcQ Qtosh. Erector, Science 
Oty. adrmu duA clearance is yet to 
cone, but expite (hat snags are minor 


to a number of tanneries. He expects the 
water below to be toxic and rich in heavy 
metals. That could lead to a high rate 
salinisaiion, he feels. 

In fact, some Science City ofTIciaU 
did complain of gaseous emissions and 
approached Dr Dipankar Chakrabany. 
director, School of Environmental Stu¬ 
dies. JU, to have them analysed. The offi¬ 
cials. however, never went back when 
advised to make a formal request. 

But haven't these aspects been prob- 


tfirk hi profm It tti SettPOt CRy 
tHr wtllif a hid txanpla? 

can corrode foundations, gase s. cspec iai • 
ly methane, can cum explosive if trapped 
under building blocks, says Piju^ Kind 
Som. ex-dean, faculty of engineering 
and technology, iadavpur University 
im 

Dr ShyamaJ K. Daxgupts. professor 
of 601 1 chetninry. Calcuita University, 
loo, is apprehensive. The project area 
should have beeo made into a grasslartd 
and left untouched for at least 15 yeare.* 
he says. Thai would have let (he garbage 
decompose fuBy. reducing gaseous 
emissiom. 

Dr Dasgupta alio doubts the quality 
of groundwater at (he site located close 


The NCSM 
approached NEERI 
for basic studies on the 
project'sambknt air, 
water and laud iast 
Septnnber, when 
construction was 
on ignoring 
bask environmental 
parameters 


ed already? 

Apparently not. The NCSM 
^proeched the National Envrionmental 
Engineering and Research Institute 
(NEERIX Nagpur, for basic studies on 
the project' $ ambient ai r, water and land 
(garbage) only on 20 September, last 
year, when construction was progress¬ 
ing in full swing. 

In other words, (he projeci plan has 
ignored fuixlamcnial environmental 
parameters. NEERI has said it will take 
four months to complete the basic 
investigations. Meanwhile, consuuc- 
tion it going on without wailing forNEE- 
RTs findings. 

If a science organisation of NCSM's 
repute can be so disdainful of environ¬ 
mental norms, can others be expected to 
conform 7 s 


Jmm' 












Mae* IntrigiMS 

■ Receniiy.iJ^wi Che autho¬ 
rities ID Cilcutu were con¬ 
ducting a "physical veririca* 
don" ^ the boob in the Raj 
Bhavan Iibmy» they came 
up wiih two startling 
revelations. 

First nearly 400 books 
were missing fmi the 
shelves. But. what baffled 
ibe probe team more was the 
kind of boob chat have been 
filched from the stately libra¬ 
ry. A catalogue d missing 
boob was prepared. And 
what did the list reveal? 

No. it did not reveal tomes 
penned by staid academics. 
These were obviously not 
the gubemalorial hot fivou* 
rites. And classics were also 
hard to come by. Most of the 
books missing were, hold 
your breath, detective fiction 
and crime thrillcn! 

The I i SI suggested that Per¬ 
ry Mason was an insider. 
ThnlletN of iames Hadley 
Chase figured prominently. 
Sodid James Bond. For the 
more cerebral lype, there 
were the exploits of 
Sherlock Holmes and Hercu- 
le Poirot. 

For chose who wonder 


how erudite occupmts of che 
Rjq Bhavtn could survive on 
such a literary diet, ii will 
come as some consolatkm 
that iane Austen. Aldous 
Huxky, D.H. Lawrence. 
James Joyce and Rabindra¬ 
nath Tagore were “also* pan 
of Che list. 

While it is somewhat far¬ 
fetched to conclude that all 
Governors of the stale were 
hooked 0010 crime and gla¬ 
mour fictions. it is quite 
ceitaifl that many users of the 


es t e em ed library, which, 
anyway, is oot for excl usive 
use by Che Governors. ;»efer- 
red this genre to any ocher. 


MTt fta lnfwnt 

■ Who could have thought 
that the good-old ga^ pipeli¬ 
ne will tome day come in 
handy. But this precisely 
seems to be the case in 
Bombay. 

Mark Mascarenhn. US- 



based non-resident Indian 
and the owner of the interna¬ 
tional sports network World 
Tel, is ready to set up India* s 
first information super¬ 
highway inthechy. He plans 
to wire up—or pipe up-^ 
India's commercial capital 
by laying high-tech fibre 
optic cables through the 
city's existing gas pipelines. 

Mascarenlus has already 
bought 550 km of the pipeli¬ 
ne from the Bombay Gas 
Company for an astounding 
US SIOO million. The pipeli- 
ik. which connecis nearly 
five lakh households, will be 

utilised to set up a 50-chan- 
neC cable television system. 
The network will dish ouf a 
ventable poi-pourri of pro¬ 
grammes. Thm will be onli¬ 
ne conversation. database, 
banking and education. And 
■II these fur u subscription 
fee of Rs 550. 

This is surely welcome 
news as the pipeline was jun¬ 
ked 12 years ago and was 
lying Idle ever since. And 
now, thi s S200 mill i<in pro¬ 
ject will not only beam "info- 
tainmenr into numerous 
homes, but will also ensure 
simultaneous ga.s 
distribution. • 


MILESTONES 


. NagCRcdL oa 9 Jaaatfy: H» WM 59. 


DHSD: me DmbL fan»r chief jtwice of Be 
CoufL on 8 January. A BooMy. Hewai 85. 

OICD: OWp Singh, freedom fi^Mv ai fensCT 
CooyessLokSAaaapbg.otf J fl awy . jdC 
wit 78 and Is MTVis^ by his wife, ttoee aoBi aad 




PWbx faMuekW. Iv the World EwiOBde Foiuii 
iDi»ehttQloMLBodnlDrTomonDw(QLT) 


tehietottoSi t l 

•v'? .V-.-' . 




oekfdi 


aresorecetttiiiMtf^' 
laLaiMsbofrfO ^ - ? 

: /-r-lfr} 


DiMM: Visa to the contrnvmtal Bangladeshi femtoia 
Mher, TatHmi N wo en. by tbc Indian government. 
Naseeen waAted lo come to In^ on a personal visit. 

ANNWNOGF: By Uniton cpotmulilEatipns ^ 

Bb, » iha prlvHiMkn of Che 

iBwBMUBirKkftBWhi Maby Ai<ttil daayctf: 

njUWeb: A Nrtofwl Oiwl^ Counett. by (he 
Unm BOvenmftLtoansoreibe imptemenlailoQ of ISO 
9000 c^fiegUo p ift different indusaks. 
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KUSUMeHANOAAl 


UCWMNG 22 JANUARY. J99S 


ARIES 


(2/Marcii20Afirtl} 

Y OU are Ukely lo get lost 
in daydreams and 
pie-m-lhe<sky ideas. All 
lands of mist^es can 
happen if you attempt to 
carry out employment duties 
or other tasks while your 
mind is drifting. Your own 
physical weJ]*bei»g may be 
in jeopardy ifynudonoc 
fully tttend lo what you are 
doing. 

TAURUS 


l7l Apn/-20ii4«yi 

Y OU seem to be on a 
winning sireA where 
business and professional 
affairs ate c o nc e rned. It 
appears (hat contented 
clients have been doing 
some public relations wori 
on your behalf. Profits can 
show a healthy increase 
consequently. Conduct 
business discussions in an 
informal surrounding. 

GEMINI 



■ out ^voured plans may 
be ihwafled: mates/spouses 
can be dead against them, li 
might be a waste of time to 
attempt to prevail against 
such opposition. Ir\)ury or 
illness ruDMg househ^d 
members may also 
contribute to upsetbng your 
plans, as well as causing 
some real worries. 

CANCER 


(2fJiiite-20Jmry} 

Y our charm and tact may 
make you a leading 
candidate for pcomoiioa. 
Your skill as a diptocoal may 
be now put to Ibe teat 
Letting loved ones know the 
depth of your feeling for 
(hem is starred. A 
down-to-earib approach to 
new schemei^projects it 
idviwd. 


LEO 


aUidy-XAtsuM) 

C o-workers and superiors 
at workarelikdy tobe 
iri a cooperative moc^ You 
may be ^wed the jobs that 
you least like doing and 
given the choice of those 
tasks you find nwre 
interesting. Your ability lo 
fit in and get on with others 
will result in firm 
frteodships that may lead to 
romantic alliances. 


I LIBRA 


i2i S ep i r mb e r'K Oeteher} 

B usiness associates ar^ 
innuenlul people might 
be in a helpful mood. 

Ubram h^ng to make a 
pnipositioA to a public body 
sho^ have mini mum of 
trouble to contend with. It's 
an encellent bme to submit 
manuscripts to publi shers. 
Writers may get news that* 11 
' pul them on (op of the world. 



VIRGO 


f2 f Aitgmu~20 Sf p te m ^r} 

W ith loved ones pulling 
you from one side, and 
professional demands 
pulling you on (he other, you 
may have some awkward 
decisions (o m^. And H 
looks as though loved ones 
art going (0 loae out. Let . 
othen know how much you 
i^tpreciice their help. 


SCORPIO 


i2i Oeio^r‘20Nty¥tmiif') 

I (Should be egsier CO raise 
cash to prop up ai ling 
business entoprises. I^s in 
turn rnay bring in more 
cusiomera/clieois. 
Transactioos can be seoled 
most amicably is teUud 
and informal ctrcumstances. 
Older people may have 
valuable guidance to offer. 


I SACnTARRIS 


{2/ NcyfmbtrTO Dtcembtr) 

I oved ones can be in a 
Hatbererriticand 
contrary mood. You cannot 
rely on them (o act in a 
mature way when in the 
company 6( other people. 
Money can ctmie out of the 
blue. You are apt to get 
carried away by highfalubn 
ideas, (hat amaaingly stand 
strong chances of winning 
sponsorships and backing. 

CAPRICORN 


(2f OfCfmher-20 Janiteryi 

Y OU are placing 

unnecessary restrictions 
on your own capabililieit. 
Have more faith in your own 
skills. A will to win is half 
the battle won. Your high 
standards and application 
should do (he rest. Don't 

lake yourself to task for past 
mistakes or irsd iscreiions, 

Let ihe water flow under the 
brkige. 

AQUARIUS 


i2l Jamiary-20 Frbntaryf 

H andle finances with 
care. The consequences 
of any moves affecting joint 
funds must be ascertained 
before you make them. 

There i$ more at stake than 
you Keem to realise. But with 
caution and pabence, (he 
worst can be avoided. Do not 
allow minor diHerences with 
partners to bbw up into 
major rows, 

PISCES 


( 2 / Febntary'20 Mefcki 

T he time is right for 
expcKmentabon. People 
will want things to say 
much as they are. But if you 
gently sow the seeds of new 
ideas, they may be slowly 
acclimatised to d)em. 
Neglect of family members 
should be coumcrbulanced 
by d>owiflgeK(raconcem. • 


luNMirn 
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HEARD IN BOMBAY 


tf li# Md M* way, M HM wwU 


Ill :':f -:; I /i • .Tf I. 


A aiP POLfTICtAN ABOUT RAM 
JETHMALANt'S COllABORATlON WITH THE 
HINOUJAS 



uywMBrt ^ M 

!*• |e^. :Bo^. 
B0om GhiT^. Iht MUn 
gcS^itoL v«St>. 



cirl ottwr 


4i«ufnl«c of aftV^ 
LBtfye kMttiad About InfiKo 
palitla. 11» cofptriM 
fafas^ frm 

tht c« and nood ptiiMily 
waliiDgforCtMfldni Shekhar. 

Nobody knew why he 
WMtliere. 


Th« Sonia toctor 

■ Quite a few eyebrows 
were failed when 
Scrda Gandhi wei named 
Indta'i representative on the 
conuraoee lo celebrate the 
50lh annivermy of Uw 


E iin die act and leader of 
OpyoeMoa in ihe Lok 
Mte, Aid Betel 

madediicfaet aoquv- 


KNOWYOURCHIEF MINISTERS 


The latest in an 
occasional series 



Urdted Naiioas. Tliia U e 
gute-poUtteal i^poinmieat, 
^ a preitigioui one at due. 

Sonia Oandlu may be 
IMiiv Owi^'i widow, bm 
ebe te Ute tew 
jtamd u tap ws eot kdla H 
the wodd orgaritete* ber 
demelort Tbs W 




liywamm 


S Fadldwas A policamafHumidHM)d*b(n)ad 
poWcijn. SMamch^rNtiteChifninQ.44,nMipgolMEa 
untettM te Behadw Bteiart Mnam. Orni 
Bhaten^lbkiMyWbotChanliiiQiittBdate ' 
Mm Cabinet ^1Mlor(aercMdmidMr.Ht«M(M'’ -s« 
irtenitw arid cute teterahpi hi Wte edh III 
nwiwovwiNOBCiaewlhBMtaMiMQMaidldf 
iacUnghomtai>arty8JdtWmM9< ' 

fted hto own poite outfit ffa Site Daiaaditel •. V 
Fred (W), Input an and to BhafliwridkteirWripila..\.. 



Adpbr Hatn tern is a efnb: 
•1^1 . 


m/im, M'tkei m 
itei ARteb coMte do 
tete M« teviovite 

























■aftt, tiam - DM -Wbiw 
i|B.. &u)i^ 1m finiOy cof>- 
Jihpai ibtf lini«y CUitai 
wM be vbkmi Indie fv 
<hm^i lUrTiai 37 MmzK 
'*VS embmy ofFldib «k 
overtime wf(h (he 
of eKtemol eflbin 
DD chdiK out her itfocniy. 

Mh Clintoo will else be 
Mtiog (hraufh Ptktuen. 
Dtniladesh md Nepei with 
her <lufhter. CheJeee. who 
hu seveo days off from 
adwol and despenlefy 
oaeeU a break from (he vtci- 
ptn puMidiy surrounding 
Hk pmidency these days. 

w9hk (be agenda in India 
;is from being flAailaed, 
^4di much b known: Mrs Ctn* 
.ten ia not your average cock¬ 
tail party socialilc. to the 
■g flo da » bound to be pack¬ 
ed with 'serious* stuff. 


ai 



HKAHD MIHUAICX* 
HhADQl'AKTKKS 

Q: WMt U th« 10 Impatti 
loyalists* sl^ialitrs tims thsi 
dayst 

A: Sofila, yat to far... 

ARAOCAMPFDILOWCR 


a 


Bu( what aboiM aH the mes- 
lings of the Congress Parlia- 
metMary Pany (CPP> which 
wem pouponed beawe Rao 
loyahsu were ^raid dur 
someone may get up and cri* 
dcise (he PM^SMcla. of 
coune. doesn't boy (hat. 

The CPP ma^ng was 
postponed twice. The fmt 
limait waaheld. the PM exer* 
cisad his right to speak iod 
pro m i se d (he pany a general 
body meeting soon lo (hrtsh 
out (he issues which were 
worrying the MPs. U was 
canedM once, but the PM's 
managers said khadn'l been 
cancelled, only postponed. 

The lecond tune. d)e eae- 


cuhve of the C?9 wa^ loM a 
meeting would be hdd in the 
evening. ShukU says this 
meeting too had lo be cancel- 
led because 'while ite Lok 
Sikiha finished hs business 
ai 6,X pm. the ftajyt Sabho 
sal beyond 7.30 pm*. Accor- 
ding (0 (he rules of Pariia- 
mem. do meeting can lake 
place in the Cen^ kaJJ if 
ooe of (he Houses is in 
session. 

SbukU says (here is noth¬ 
ing more ib (he cancellation 
than diis, adding ihai this "is 
(he whole (ru(h*. 

Bui we CcHigrett MPs 
convinced? 


r 


CHECKLIST 


Challenges to Narasimha Rao: the rimes 
when he was close to losing his Job 


1 


(Dp on .hbr iist of 
j pii M iMD J bavisitiogodman 
Ckn^Swm. 

'For ttioae who've forgoC- 
len. (be awm was an ofTtci- 
el guest Id Bin ClinkM's 
. ifiuelpiil fimction. The capl¬ 
in's gn^evioe is abozz whh 
'SpendMiflei eboM (he rtte- 
.doeridp between the two. 


Mmm of cards? 

■ Par)iamenuu> affairs 
minister V.C Shukla 
insists iha( (here is no chal¬ 
lenge 10 (^ Prime Minister's 
MthortQr 


m ym umemsmaesem wem m^id; Satu 
DMmbar. 1982. was dw first real chaRenga to PV—me 
year belom (hit Aid gem in coAwiidahng Ma poaiuon u 
N. Kb answer to the dsmoiitior was to bln ms Viahwa 
Hindu ftrishid and sunthy dimolRion squids. 


■ IlM lirft aMMnimw MOM m 1 m It 

esme III long ovffdiD tast of Raob poputaity. The 
Oppoaioofl finally dedded to loin upend ^to dsettHiss 
Rao. But seven detschons from ths Ajit Sfogh came, lad by 
Ram Ljkhan Singh Yadsv. put paU tD (hit. Thb 
no-corrfUMV* motton. ironicalb. W w a parkame^ 
malorRy for Rao's govsmmeot 


■ IlM H«*«l IBMaMA** in 1983. Msliti 
sbd he'd peM the Pill Rai cm. 7^ Pit dsM ever 
iTiMfino Mtftts. The winlar sweleft of Partiameateame 
dose to seeing a changa in mt Comes MsrsMp—e 
dirhcuttlma for PV 'i mmaowe In PtrUimenL 


■ ArtM tatfi'D TTw Thakur from 

Satne has managed to trite the war kno ihi PM'i camp. 
The (Nri round dl (tw oriM vil be decided ihar fha 
coming Aeaembiy ebrilm 


•4ii0i*DoMI 
nanaged to trite tf 
undoKhaoidai 
lembiyeiMlm 


or rows Mid Rm 

■ The fonner Ikuon 
minister for food, Kal- 
peufth Rju. is not me easiest 
of people to manage. He 
expresaea htmsdf forcefully 
—too forcefully, ususahy 
— and manages with unfail¬ 
ing regularity to project him¬ 
self as a boor. 

Lately, however, Rai has 
been listening to wiser coun¬ 
sel. Friends have toM him 



that in order to be credible, it 
is better to be undentated. 
Ooe sucb friend It Aijun 
Singh, who called on Rai 
foc^y. The go-between 
was Raj's $oo-in-law, Muloi 
Nafli lipadhyaya, a rotund 
and suave young man. who 
has been the publicity mana¬ 
ger for Six chief ministers, 
Inchidmi such difficult sell¬ 
ing pro^tions as Bhm- 
deswarl Dubey. 

Upadbyaya is emerging as 
(be press manager of (he 
Azjun Singh-led dissidestt. 
He's involved in behiud- 
ihe-acentt political maAge- 
ment. And. a( a time wto 
Arjun Singh. M.L. Potedar, 
and N.D. Tiwari are building 
their team brick by brick. 
Upadhyaya is becoming a 
k^ figure in the breinstonn- 
ing sessions at 1 Race Cottf- 
•eRoad. 

As a fttah, Singh and Rai 
are expected (o sun thdr 
campaigu for a credible Con¬ 
gress president from Nara- 
simha Rao's citadel, Andhra 
Pradesh. Both will visit (he 
suiesocm. 

Mutiny seems to be oo (he 

emds. * 


9\jMo*rn 
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COVER STO RY 

Victim 

Sanjay Dutta is just one 
of the thousands of 
people arrested under 
TADA. This one Act 
will cost the Congress 
the support of the 
Muslims in the 
forthcoming elections 




10 


N h W S W A I C Jl 

Snubbed! 

The Supreme Court 
tJirccis T.N. Se:>hun lo 
hold Assembly 
elections on schedule, 
i D card.s or no ID curds 



26 _ 

FOC U S 

In exile 

And now, Kashmiri 
Muslims are deserting 
the Valley 
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l> I S A S 1 H R 

The inferno 

A blowout in an 
ONCiC oil well in 
Aiidhm Pradesh 
causes panic 


74 _ 

l. J VES T Y 1. t 

West by 
north-east 

The people of 
Nagaland. Mizoram 
and Meghalaya have 
uplcd fcH Aiitericaii 
culture over the or>e 
closer home 
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The new wave 

T he cover sUtry. Ptim rUf 
fht'Muut (15 —: I 
jjmiurv } wjs hum umciy. 
WiMcm pop music. rcpai»U* 
^:c<l in \nh'\i siylc. lui^ rcully 
cu|)iurc^i I he miu^maiion <»! 

yoim^!NK'i^ in rhe cuuniry 
Whiii IS cm»M sigmlicani is 
ihai Indium arc fmatl) shedd 
in^chcji mhibilumv uhoui 
cxprcsvinv ihcn liking lot 
Hindi Tilm music and Hindi 


ptyp The St upcmJiHjs success 
uf Bally is u pninier lo 
the fad rhal the Indian music 
iuver easily succumbs to the 
melody number 

s'specully il It isrcworlcd as 
well us $iagtM> hus iiunaited 
lo do. 

This phenomenon is just 
uhoui taking shape in India 
und one only hopes ihul it 
docs suffer a prcniuture 
death. For. cihih* k> think of 
it. we as u (uiiU>n huve hai Jl> 
hud any unity inp stream of 
nuisic. This nKuiern i^ciirc ol 
Hindi |)op" cmiiKmtlyhum* 
nmhic. iiiit>ossjhJ> coniu^o 
i>usands*asilv idcntilluhk 

Ciuld vsvll help in build* 
Mi^ hridges between dilfer 
ent eomiiiiinmcs 
Mvfeff n Aunton. Mew DaOU 

I fhivs ilk’’plieixHiK'iHin' 

irf Hinili pop ts*ally deserve 
as inus h puhik ity us a sup* 
pi >M.*dly SCI II Kis new mi w^u/ i . 
lie like St si»A> hasttisenir* 

h canma tv delink that 
I he likes of ApiH'he Indian. 


Baba SchgaJ and now. es«n 
Alisha Chinai, Siylc Bhai 
und Rally Sagoo have bcco 
me sucee.ssful slurs, but that 
docs not necessarily mean 
that Indian pop has captured 
the public imagination in a 
big way. In ihe first pluie. 
(hose w ho w ill listen to such 
mixes of lihungra and reggae 
rendered m u IkHch potch of 
hnglish aikl Hiruli arc still in 
uinimviiy Secondly, the 
t{ualn> of iheir mu.sie is not. 
in my opiMioii. compojuhle 
yet w ith that of intcmututnal 
slurs. .So. the scvtuui which 
enjoys listening to pop will 
eiiniinuc lo prefer the 
wesicfi) vuiiely. 

I teel Ihul Ilk' recent cma: 
fiN this kimf ol music is iikkv 
ihi* result «if iis fk'ing leutur* 
ssl tn I M I V < and m*w < m 
( hun ik'l V M h .in any i hi ng 
else. IVopleare lisiening to n 
tikns'oui ol curitwiiy than 
any great pnssum I<h ii, Otkv 
lliey uies.ilijied. iIk’) will no 
doubt get buck locillier 


Michael iacksuii and Madon* 
na or Hindi film music, pure 
undunadulierated. 
ftncAnaBAarphavi*. Bombay 
fMaharaaSrraj 


The music 
director, not 
the singer 


M 




Allah* Chlnnl wid Boh* Might: fMhig Mgh 















Asjnger, no maHcrhow 
melodious and flexible 
his/her voice may he, cannex 
go very far unless ihere is 
some<mc well versed in 
music to guide him/her. 
llius a song like Husn chatu 
hai iihii se milne, sung by 
Mahendra Kapoor wlw 
belongs lu the second line of 
our playback sjngers. is an 
albiimc bii. while even 
Kishorc Kumar's immortal 
voice could not save UfJki 
nahin hai tu \tskdi k/i khurnfm 

hai from being u shon*livcd 
phenomenon 
NgfafAnsna, D 0 cgrtsf 


A dreua aliow: aiov* ever 

dcicnninc ihe suhace anii 
ge ns sm 1 he cryi h n icy tes (ihc 
redN inmI cells» lla'HI.A 
typing IS far mure aevurate 
than conventional Miaai 

grouping in csiablisbing 
parentage 

.Secondly, it is possible fiv 
a child 10 belong loancga* 
live blood gri>up. even when 
both parents possess positive 
bkaid groups. In faci. ihis is 
j common occurrence that 
indicates that the parents i>f 
the cbtid arc both heterkV) • 
guus, which means they pos¬ 
sess both a 'poMtive** gene 
and a ncgarive" gene each, 
and have presuinahly passed 
on only the 'ncgalisc'’ genes 
lo I he chi Id 

Or 6. Wgt t ft, B4*igSort 
(K»mgt§k£} 


The show is over 


Wrong verdict 


| ix*ad w iih inicrcsl ibc am 
cic on ihecin us indusiry 
iThf ts /kit 4:. H ' 14 
January*) Rui I do ntx agree 
wiihtlK'idca thni cir¬ 
cus isome again gaining in 
populaniy Thcindusiry IS 
dying a slow* and untimely 
ds'aih because of TV and the 
cinema. 

There aie hardly more 
ihan HlO<tr2(ilispevtatotMn 
a circus shtiw'. which is held 
j n a huge 1 eni w i ih i he eapuc i • 
ly lu seal a few ihous;ind his 
iiHk'cdsad lhai TV and cine¬ 
ma. which provide at lx:si a 
kind of MXimd'hand thrill 
urKtexcricmcni. have manag¬ 
ed to push circus, w lieic pei • 
formers display their skills 
' in from of cv-eiy one. to the 
^ brink ofdisiistei, 

I But It IS also true that I he 
circus Iiidusiry m India has 
nut kepi pace w iihihc ehung* 
ing limes and ctmiinucs with 
the same old hackneyed 
j shisws Inlhcwcsicm 
i»wnincs. however, tlx* cir¬ 
cus is still piipilar. because 
there they use s«>p1iisl<valvd 
c^urprtvm and^imxltn 
the sht>w bcciHTK momxon- 
uus and btmng. 

Why tan‘1 wedts'.he 
same? The IXdhi govern¬ 
ment h.ts recently waived the 
cntc.*ijinmciii ta\ on the cii • 

I ctis. This should dcfimte I y 


T his IS With relerenee io 
the twws report, A xewr- 
fic\rrt/u r {I - 7 January) 
abniit the hatileovei u 
child's custody. Tticre arc 
some inaceurat'tes in the 
article 

The Human l.y mpliocyte 
Antigen (f I LA i lesi employ 
cdb) the Jaslok Hospital 
authorities docs not dctcniii 
nc the blood groups as iiicn 
lioned in the article. The 
HI. A te.st is used lo determi¬ 
ne the surface antigens on 
Ihe lymph«>ies Ithe white 
blood celfr). in contrasi to 
ihe hlooil grouping tech¬ 
niques which arc used to 

AMW<^m baby: thur# tf dtfffu w t w«y»uf 
MtaUluhlnfoou** parufitnc* 


give u boost to this dying 
industry. The people, Uvi, 
must promote 'his dean 
form ul Gtitertainmeni ami 
give It ihcHiieniion it 
deserves. 

Bstrt, N9w Delhi 

Cold war 


T:, 


hjs has fcl'ercftcc lo the 
article. ThcniMs in 


Karachi i H 14 Janiiai \) 

h IS gomi u> Icam Ihiil Paki> 
.s|an has ordeicil Ihe closure 
ol ihv* hidiaii loiouhiie in 
Karachi Aciuallv. 1 led this 
IS uhlessing in disguise. Ji is 
an open sccrei ihai many 
Pakisunis arc ioniiiig iriio 
India with visas issued hy 


the IniJiun eonsiilaic. bui 


(hey iisuuilysiay h.iek 



Whai's mute, many ol 
them arc behind the outhicak 
of riots in India. Hui iIk* 
Indian Muslims are being 
Named for it. Things niiglil 
now nnprose with the 
Muslims 111 Pakistan having 
to go to IsUmulsid I Of gen¬ 
ing visas, making then 
CK'Cc ss to 1 lid la 11M MV d 1 11 1L n 1 1 
But whs h;isHen;i/ii Lik¬ 
en such u step ' nU Paki¬ 
stan facing iiniinnent cimI 
wai.rhisis hei way lodiveii 
the aticniion of the ]vople. 
Talking ol vsai with India 
iiiighi Itelp Bcnn/if tooNci 
come the crisis .n home 
Vff. OeyMaa. Bomt/ty 









umcRs 



layalAlWM and OMnna IMdy! KI 


Fight to the 
finish 



T W special repori, Sp<itf 
mgfHtrinenii ^7 
January) focuses uiicruum 
on a consiiiuiinnal pmbkni 
with reference lo ihc present 
happenings in Tamil Nadu 
With clucfminiMcr 
Jayalalitha and Governor M 
Channa Reddy locked in a 
hi Iter Tghl, ihc stuic seems (c» 
be heading for a major consu • 
lunonal crisis, iayalaliiha's 
reckless airiiudc noi i>nJ> 
seK a poor precedence, hul i( 
also defies the high aims and 
aspirations of the founders 
of the Const I lui ion. 

U is (he duty of our politici' 
•afts to follow the letter and 
the spirit of our Constitution 
and nut ignore it for their 
own selfish ends Thcchici 
minister aikl the Govern orof 
Tamil Nadu must come loan 
understanding soon and mK 
let (heir personal problems 
mm the smiHiih admimstra* 
tion of the state, h is lime 
that ihcconstituti(»nal auiho* 
rilies tr y to set ih i rigs right 
and preserve the sanctity of 
our Constitution, before 
them is a recurrence of this 
problem in the other stales 
P. $gmtlikannu. 
(Apdhf»Pr 9 ei 00 h} 


Her cviiding iIk.* write up 
fun thou w«iou/fK 
— J 4 J anuary 1.1 w as i ni nd • 
cdofoncoflhe K^rfun's 
rcctim mend jt ions, which 
says ihul if n had deed is 
repa id by u good one, ii van 
w i n over e sx*n i he w* irsl 
eikniiy and make him a gtmd 

fnenJ, 


Ihis recomiwndai loii. 
sadly, was lost upon Ihc who* 
larsofNadwaCidiegc. u Ik> 
hii vv chosen ti> rqnty the call* 
ous ovl ot raiding tin.' icsva'd 
lAsiitution by ilk' govern 
nient with angei. n<K 
fcsiraini 

The ariK Is* quotes a volJe* 
gc luixiuHiary us say mg that 
"the NW<H>p was organised to 
d isvrvdi I thi' insiii ui u mC I. 
hows'vcr. feel iliat on itieiiin- 
IIary. i 1 has served to enhan¬ 
ce the institution's credibi* 


Tho Ptatfwa CoHogn lwnl«l: tb« raM yt»W«d nothing 



Illy, heeausc the cops found 
nothing and had to return 
empty handed. Them were 
no niililanis hiding within 
the premises, no 1^1 agent 
was nahU'd. n<ir were any 
iiKTiniinaiing dtvuments or 
lomigngummey found. 

It IS a pity thui the scholars 
of NaJwa failed to see 
beyond the obvious and 
make good Use (tf the 
situation. 

S.U. Hutsint, Mytfaralwd 
pt/idOrt Pr 9 d 04 ti} 


T he Gum Prukush Commit* 
ice rep«»ri on the sugar 
scandal has exposed the 
drawl>acks of the govern* 
ment's polky(/fi»vr/j///,25 
— .^1 LTcccmberi. 

7‘bcinclTicicncy of the 
Centte and ns m:ihilii> lo 
take quick decisions even in 
urgeni mailers has been pros • 
ed onec again in ihc Migai 
seam. Keeping in mmd the 
dehaie on price inc rease, ii is 
11 me u> eim s i Jer taking uw ay 
sugar I lom the Public Oisirh 
bulum Sysicm (PIXS). 

liven moidinary limes, 
the puce drifereiice of sugar 
m tik' open market aikl Ilk' 
PDS Is noi very much and f 
feel It IS jmindcss to keep 
sugar imdci the PD.S It is for 
the eooiimin ix.'opit that the 
PI XS e V 1 Ms. bu 1 the i put ehas* 
mg jxiwer is generally so 
low Ihul they use oihe r s ubsli * 
lutes for sugar. And when 
ihcsugaj prices d<» go up in 
the open market, it is the 
poor wh<i purchase U not for 
their v»w'n consumption.hui 
to sell It to the we ll•lo•dP,and 
thus make some quick 
mcHk'y in the bargain. The 
<«ily jscopk' who benefit 
trt>m this subsidy are the 
nch. and it was certainly not 
for them that the PD5 system 
was set up. So why doesn't 
the government think in 
terms of.dcconintDing sugar? 
A J#eoli SMfmyam, 
Thlruv$ntinih$fivnm (Kpnts} 


ftUftbATyiXtraWy 4*«(«yW1S» 
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■ Tht: propugarda is that 
ihe relorms arc for ihe rich, 
•Hie fact is that hocausc of 
the reforms we are uhle to 
pfm'Ide more than ever 
before for vjiri I HIS 
de'clopnteiu schemes. 

M ANMOKAN SlM JH, f/W( W 
fifumve minister 

■ Thcreisno4uick‘rix 
formula for a universal 
application of 
liberalisation. 

NAKA5IM H A Ra<>. Prime 


Minister, white 
inuitiiiiruun$ thejijih 
Nfm-AUfned hh<Mir 
ministers conferetice 

■ Despite differences, 
political compulsions will 
bnng the parties together 
against the BJP. and 
corruption would be a 
major issue In (he days to 
come. 

V.P. f^NCM. fi/rmer 
Prime Minixrer. predUiinfi 
theftrrmalion of annttvr 
Oiyposiiion grouping 

■ Man> Muslims are 
conscious of the foci ihai 

I he Congress remains their 
best b^Kin Maharashtra. 

SHAKAJ>PAWA)C 
Mahanishtra t'inefmmister 

f 0 This is a party of die 
uncivilised. Th^ pull 

down temples while the 
Congrcuikx^s on. 

j YOD B/ilBengai 
ehiifmitfister. tm theBJP 


0 The Indiao political 
system faces a roa>or crisis. 

It has neither flexibility nor 
suffleient safeguards to 
provide st^liry lo any 
government 

A*m. Behah Vajpayke. 

tevder of the Opposition m 
theLnkSabha 

0 The ban amounts to 
persecuckiD of (he Hindus 
and win ensure heavy 
gains for the B J P in Gujarat 
and Mahara^tra. 

ASHOKSlNGHAUV/fP 

seerttary-genemi 

retKiing to the 

reimptmiion of the bon on 
Air onfonisation 

0 ArhAT hiK a long, long 
way to go before \i can 
match cither Gavaskar or 
Paiaudi. or even our cricket 
manago (AjU Wadekar). 

Ravi SMSnOjormer Test 
cri^eier, m Mohoiwjwd 
A zhamMn 's eiiptamcy 


0 The magarirses either 
glorify you or de mol ish 
you. According to the 
press, an actress is either s 
godd^oraslut. 

KAJOU^fm star 

0 rd he able to do U v'cry 
well. I have so much 
violence simmering inMdo 


DlMFU- KATADlAs/rfm 
actress, on tKing osked 
whether she n oiitd fre ohie 
fopt'rtrpy/Vi'l 
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WORKING 

AT 

SECULARISM 

Let's lake a stand on Hindu-Muslim issues 
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I'm prubably ihc 
only per>on m 
India who Mill 
hadn't Men Mani 
RaiAam'x Rr*Ja. 
Bui I have read 
enough about»(— 
in ihe page« of 
Sunday, no lew — 
i(Y recognise that il 
U probably the moxt inriucmial Indian 
movie of the Iasi iwo years. Some have 
called its centra] message jingoistic', 
others have said that i( is merely patrio* 
tic. Most people, however, seem to 
agree with T.N. Seshan's view that it is a 
film that every Indian ought to sec. 

When ] read that Mani Rainam wa$ 
making a film on the Bombay riots. I 
was encouraged. Unfortunately. Hindi 
cinema has given up on the Hindu- 
Muslim unity movies of old. These 
days, secularism is Flayed down and vil* 
lains tend to be outlandish terrorists who 
function as agents of the dreaded Fore¬ 
ign Hand. 

A talented d i rector like Man i Rainam. 
who ntade such a success of taking a 
painotic message on the troublesome 
subject of Kashmir to Indian audiences 
in Roja . is the perfect person lo revive 
the old tradition of cinemaiir seculaijsm. 

1 haven’t seen Bomftay. Not many 
peopi e have because ihe Hi m is «iill awai - 
ling release. B ut what I' vc heard about it 
is unifonniy favourable. It takes the cen* 
Iral theme of a Hindu-Muslim marriage 
and gives il a heart*wrenching focus by 
viewing the Bombay riots through the 
eyes of the five-year*o1d twin children 
of this match. 

It* s hard not to be moved when (he bar • 


banc idiocies of cotnmunalists arc seen 
UvtHigh the mnoceoi eyes of children. 
And Its harder still to repress one’s feel¬ 
ings uf revulskm at communal haired 
when one sees (he effect il has on kids. 

But the fate that Bomboy has met over 
(he last month has made me wonder 
about the state of Indian secularism. 
You would think that the country would 
welcome a film that realTirmed Hindu* 
Mu sli m unity in the aftennalh of as trau¬ 
matic an event as the Bombay riots. You 
would expea that it would he shown In 
schools and colleges and that its centnl 
message would lx tnnsmiued all over 
India. 

No such luck. 

Bombay was first shown to the Cen¬ 
sor Board, whose job it is to certify all 
films. The censors appeared to have 
enjoyed the movie but refused point 
blank to do the job that they weresu^sos- 
ed to. They would not certify the filni, 
they said. Could the Bombay ^lice 
please have a look at it? 

So. a special screening was arranged 
for Bom^y's poticemen. were 
apparently quite pleased because the 
film deals with the problems faced by 
the local cops in a sympathetic manner. 
(Though ju^ing by dx performance of 
the Bombay Police in tbe January nets, 
nobody should expea a filmmaker to be 
at all syci^Mthetic to them ) But the cops 
would not take a decision either. They 
asked Sharad Pawar to see il. 

Poor Pawar. trapped between 
Muslims clamouring for the repeal of 
(he Terrorist .and Disruptive A^vities 
(Preventior) Aa (TADA) and adivasis 
demanding revenge forihe Na^r stam¬ 
pede, felt unahle to take such a decUion 



in the run-up to the Ah>cmbly clecuon. 
Besides, he probably didn't even have 
the lime. 

When Iasi heard. there w a» talk of sen¬ 
ding the film to Delhi so that the L^nion 
home miiiistry could see BtMnbay and 
decide whether it was fit for geneiiil 
exhibition. 

T he distributors of Bomhav are still 
optimistic. They arc confideui that 
there is nothing offensive i>rinflammaio- 
ry aboui the film. And they feel certain 
that a final clearance will bt' i^ialned 
soorxr rather than later. 

But ihiv extraordinary .saga of buck¬ 
passing tells us something about the 
sorry state of Indian seculansm today. 
Once upon ailme. we would have welco¬ 
med any move to cement HinJu-Muslim 
unity. We would have cheered anybody 
who invested his own money in a ventu¬ 
re that was designed to remind us that we 
were Indians first and Hindus, Muslims 

or whAlcvec, second. 

Today, secularism has become such a 
(jDubtesocne concepi and Hindu- 
Musiiin relations are at such u fragile 
stage (hat. far from cheering anybody 
who espouses communal unity, people 
in authority shy away from him. 

The communal issue has become so 
messy, so sensitive and so difficult that 
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The fate that Mani Rstnam’a (left) 
fwndayhas met has made me wonder 
about the state of Indian secularism. 
You would think that the country would 
wolcome a film that reaffirmed 
HlndU'Musllffl unity In the aftermath of 
as traumatic an event as the Bombay 
riots (above). No such hick 


in harii lo lake. And (he cali¬ 
bre or people aiihc U)p—whether a( the 
Censor Board, in the polkx. in politics 
or in the bureuucTucy — has sunk so low 
lhai nobody has the guts to do what he 
thinks is right, instead, it has become a 
question of watching your ovm backside 
and of passing the hue k so thai no re»pon- 
sibility attaches itself to 
The run-around given to b<mib<i\ is 
just one example of this trend. The sorry 
imga of Sanjay DuK and the continuance 
al TAD A {see this week*? Cower S/oni 
^ epi lontlse the same altitude. 

Over the la.s( six months. Sunil Du(t 
has met ncariy eveiy politician of coiw 
sequence in the country. They have all 
told him the same thing, that his son may 
be a silly boy but that he is no terrorist. 
Everyone — and this includes ntost of 
the Cabinet—has conceded that Sanjay 


is being misue^ed and dut he should be 
released without any further delay. 

Despite this. Sanjay remains in jail. 

The truth is that nobody is willing to 
stick his neck out. Evert the Prime Mini¬ 
ster will not ask Shared Pawar to slop 
persecuting Sanjay said despite (be sym- 
paihy of both ShWtkamo Chavan and 
Raj^ Pilot, the Union hwne minUtry 
has still to take a stand against Sanjay b 
incarccxalion. 

When you speak to people in auihcn- 
ty and ask why they confine thnnscivea 
to Up sympathy, (tey all say (he same 
thing: it's a controversial, communal 
issue so it's best not to gel involved. 

On the larger issue oTTADA, a simi- 
lar altitude prevails. You would have to 
be bl ind to ^y that TAD A is bei ng mis¬ 
used. In Bombay, the police have picked 


up anybody aguinsi whom u primu facie 
ca.se exists, and they define prinia lacie 
evidence of guili as having u Muslim 
surname. 

And yet, nohody Joes anything to 
amend TADA. Now that the Congress is j 
staring cxiini’iion m the lace, (here have ^ 
been some icniaitvc deinands within the ) 
Cahinei for an aniendnieiu. i 

But AO. II won't hap^n. Hecuiise it is | 
a communal issue. Because mimsiers 
fear that Hindus wil) mind. And because 
they think (hat it is belter to keep thou* 
sands of mnoccni people liKkeO up 
rather than (o take a decision on a scnsi 
live issue, 

I n (he aficrmath of the F.mcrgency. 

family planning became a dirty word. 
Sanjay Gandhi's thug-like excesses 
ensured that nobody would do whui was 
right for India. 

Something it i milar seems t<i be hapjy *- 
ning to sA'uIjrisin and to Hindu- 
MusUm issues h is not ihai people are 
lessor rTHm:communui. ]i is that nobody 
in power dares to get involved. 

Nobody even discusses the argu- 
mcnis fur and agHiiisi a vominon civil 
code NoNxly ialk\ about the problem 
of illiteracy within minority commum* 
lies And even on ihe Ayodhya issue, the 
govemmciu has tunx'd buck-passing 
into a fine art, ^Icmng to let the Supre- 
me Court and assoned sudhus lake the 
final decision. 

Most pei^e will conceds' ihai ihc 
hard secularism of the Congress m the 
197( K and KOs went (ch> lor i n its cu hi vu- 
tion of ihc lowest common dcnoniinator 
among the minorities. And that a softer 
seculaiism will probably serve India's 
interests best. 

B ut that i s not the same ihi ng us ignor¬ 
ing Hindu-Mushm issues. It dues not 
mean that mmibiers and officials refrain 
from taking any decision at all on issues 
that could have a communal slant. And it 
certainly docsn'i mean that chc entire 
process of governance cortKS to a hull 
wbenev^ a Hindu-Muslim angle is 
inuoduced. 

If Indian seculaKsm is to surv ive mio 
the next eciitury. then we will have lo 
work at it. We will have to demonstrate 
to people (hot if secularism docs not sur¬ 
vive. (hen India doesn't eidter. 

Given the event s of i he last t wo years, 
ihis won't be easy. And given that far 
fniim worki ng at it, the go vcm ii w iii' s aiii- 
lude is to ignore it. this may well prove 
tmposiuble. • 
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WHAT A REBUFF! 


The Supreme Court tells chief election commissioner T.N. Seshan 

where to get off 

I t i& 8 snub that T.N. Scstun is 
unlikely io forget in a hurry. In a 
verdict that amounts to a severe 
indictment of the chief election 
commissioner (CEO. the .Supre¬ 
me Court has ruled that the fonheoming 
Asscmhly polls would be held on sche* 
dule. with or without photo identity 
curds. 

"The Supreme Court shull not with¬ 
hold elections to the Legislative Assem¬ 
blies of Bihv and Orissa on the ground 
that these govemmenis had failed to 
complete the process of issuance t)f 
photo identity cards by the deadline pre¬ 
scribed by it (the Election Commis- 
«on),'‘ a three-judge bench comprising 
Chief Justice A.M. Ahmadi and Justices 
B.P. Bharuchu und K.J. Reddy ^id in 
their interim ordet. The court. hoNvever. 
clarified (hat (be Bleciioo Commission 
would he free to "take such other steps as 
It considers necessary to ensure a free 
and fair poll”. 

With this judgement, the Supreme 
Court ha!i put an end to all .speculations 
about whether elections would be held 
in the slates — particularly Bihar 
where polls are due in March. It aJsti pul 
an end to all the wranglmgs between the 
Bihai and Orissa governments and (he 
Election Commission over the reschedu¬ 
ling of A>i}>cmhly elections in these 
stales. 

After all. Seshan's obsession with 
voter ID cards hod already forced the 
commission to extend the campaigning 
period from the usual three weeks to an 
unprecedented five weeeks in some sta¬ 
tes. Ironically enough. Seshan’s identity 
card fixaiion has also led him to modify 
the ceiling <tn poll expenses which the 
C£C himself had formulated: the limit 
has been re vised to Rs 4.51 akh per candi¬ 
date for Gujarat. Maharashtra. Bihar and 
Grissa and Rs 1.5 for Amnachal Pradesh. 

Tht Supreme Court ruling ha.s a]M> 
come as a relief for many in Bihar. After 
all, Seshan was locked in a bitter fight 
with Bihar chief minister Uloo Prasad 
Yadav. The CHC hud said that he would 
not allow polls in the state without ID 
cards, while Laloo Yadav threatened to 
mobilise public opinion against Seshan 


With the judgement, the Supreme Court has put an end to all 











Since (here was oo way that the Bihar 
govetnmeiii would have been able to 
complete the process of issuing voter ID 
cards before the deadline, il looked as if 
the Slate was heading towards a consiiiu* 
tional crisis. 

N aturally, there was much jubilation 
in the Janata Dal when news of the 
Supreme Court verdict reached Paicu. 
Bui the breakaway faction uf the Dal. 
the Samata Party, was more re«>trained m 
iU FcacUon. ''Ihc Election Commission 
had given sufficient time to the govern* 
menu concerned. The financial crunch 
which everybody is talking about did 
exist hut the central government had 
already agreed to share 
part of the expense. Any 
state govemmcni worth 
the name could not blame 
Seshan for insisting on 
idem it) cards." said Hari 
Kishore Singh, the Santa* 
ta Party leader." 

Iniercstingly. George 
Pemandes, the Samata 
Party leader, too, h ad peti * 
tioned the Supreme Court 
on the issue and asked 
Ihui tcntpivary ID cards 
be issued i n Hthar fo citsu * 
reafrccund lair poll. 

but Sexbun probably 
had lilllc time to reflect 
on the political storm be 
had triggered oft bcsi* 
dcs staying ihc posiponc* 
men I of cleciions. tIk* 

.Supreme Court jIm* 
made a raiJier harsh 
remark aboui Seshan's 
style of functioning. ‘Mr 
Seshan's language h:is lo he nioir 
p(iliie.'‘ Ihe Chief Justice .said m coutI 
the day before he ciclivcrcd the 
judge mcni, 

I ncidcnul ly, West He ngal ‘ s odviK'atc • 
general N.N. Ooopiu had appnscd the 
court about Seshan's threat to wjthhidd 
elections if I'cards were noi issued on 
time. The CEC‘s leuri to the state 
govern meni had spoken of the “hlurti fai 
lure and open dcriance'* t»f the hlecucui 
Commission’s directives. Sk.shait had 
also threatened the W'cst Bengal govern 
ment with a presidential reference if the 
deadline for issuing ID cards was not 
adhered to. 

The Supreme Court bench didn't take 
too kindly to such threuis."We don't 
want to be a substiiute for such threats,” 
the judges said, aiidirig. "His language 


ha< to be more poNie. He may throw his 
weight to a certain extent only." 

When Elcciioi Comnusamn counsel 
C. Ramaswamy intervened, the judges 
xaid. "Even we have the power, but we 
don’t use sucb language. One can 
always firul milder substicuiex in the 
English language. English is a very rich 
language.* 

This was not the first time that Seshan 
was being reprimanded by the apex 
court. In June last year, when Seshan 
had postponed the UP by-elections on 
grounds that the state gosement had mis* 
led him on the use of an officUd aircrafi 
by the chief minister, a .Supreme C<iurt 


berN'h had said. "Pifsip^tnrng the pi>lls is 
a punishriieni on the elvctorale." And. 
reminding ihc CPC (hai he could not 
scrap ektiions m will, the judges bad 
rtmaAcd. "We cun understand one or 
two days postpoocnseiit, hui not for 
four im mths. You can ’ t just kcq> postpi »• 
mng the polls wilhcHJi inf<iniiing the 
people on w hat griiurtds and w iihoui sub* 
Manual r«is This is not the law " 

B ut Seshan scented to have torgoiien 
all aNiur that. Will he rccm*cr from 
the latest rap on his knuckles? Quite like* 
ly. But the hU'ciion Commission's oiliiu* 
de in ciHjfl was nJieally dilTcrciH front 
the siancc il Ivai token againsi ihe slate 
goveminenis 

In his hrici undcnakiiig he fun; ihc 
court. .Seshan has siiid. "The cxunmis- 


sion has no intention of creating any con- 
stilutionai crisis since IS months' time 
has been given to the Bihar govenuncni 
for completing the exercise.” 

This Ktraiegy — eoci^mt, make your 
point and then hack out — is probably 
not new. After all. Seshan is battling the 
authorities on several other fronts as 
well In an unprecedented move. Seshan 
has asked the central govemmcni lo post* 
pone (he Budget session until after 11 
March, when the forthcoming round of 
elections would end. The Budget before 
the polls couM inHuence ihc voter, he 
told the Centre in a letter. 

It in still not known what Ihc Centre 


will do However, iherc are indiculions 
that >1 will call the Budget session on 
lime to discuss unfinished business, but 
might delay prcscnialjon of Ihc Budget. 

While that issue is being s(>rted out, 
Seshan ism the priKess of getting loge* 
iher 542 central ohscn'crs to supervise 
eicciiixis in the five states. 

According lo officials, Bihar is 
5ieshan's gruuest challenge No won¬ 
der. Ihe ChC has depuicd one observer 
ev<;ry ihrce constiiuencies, instead of 
the 'one-in-fivc' pattern being followed 
in (he other slates. 

And, while political panics gear up 
for the polls, the one question in everyo* 
ne's mind is: what’s the next card up 
r.N Seshan’s sleesc '• 

Mfew/ifn/Nuw P*IM 

... 



CMffiwtlceJI.W.AIiai«:'TlHCCC BfteelMiiibMBrUlMfMdTtitR 

sJiMid be nort paUtt* letrhii tpoM 
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ON THE 
BACKFOOT 


A High Court order relating to the ISRO 
spy scandal forces Kerala CM K. 
Karunakaran to suspend one of his 
favourite police officers 



sire had times for Kerala 
chief minister. K. K«Aiiuka- 
ran. Hi*< government, already 
plagued by dissidetwe. has 
been put in a spot by the Kerala 
High Courts observation that Ramon 
Srivastavu — an Inspector General of 
Police fiCP) report ediy close to the 
chief minister—* was pnma facie involv* 
ed in iht: Indism Spocc Research Organi¬ 
sation tLSROl spy ease. The High Court 
had also parsed stnctures against the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CRH. 
which w:is investigating rhe case, for 
mishandling it. 

Following the High Cciun's verdict. 
Karunakaran was (breed to susp^^nd Sn- 
vasiava This cunous turn U) the spy 
scandal, has given the dissidenis and the 
Opposiiion m Kerala politics a new 
cau.se lodcinaiid the chief mini«lcr Kani- 
nakaran’s resignation. The chief mini¬ 
ster's dcfciKC of SnvuMuva has burned 
many Only a week befinv the High 
Court passed the si He lures against the 
CBI. Karunakaran had gone on rvesird to 
say that his government hud no inlentiun 
of prucceeding against Ramon Snva.sia- 
va&s "the CBf had nothing that connects 
the police officer with the spy scandal" 
The CM di vregarded the adv i sc of his 
Cabinet colleagues from the Muslim 
I,Hague and rhe Kerala Congress (Maj)i 
group), who wanted some kind of an 
action taken against the controvcrsiid 
cop. He continued to defend the IG even 
in the face of a demand from Congress 
MLAs loyal to union minister of suie 
for non-con vent Kwuil energy sources, S. 
Krishna Kumar, that Srivasmvu be puni¬ 
shed for his alleged mlc tn the .spy case. 


PerhapN Karunakaran was guided by 
the CBI's preliminary nndings which 
gave a clean chit to the polis'c ofOccr 
The CBI. in fact, concluded that the 
ISRO scandal was more about seit than 
spies. The premier investigating agency 
made ii UhA like a case of irwapcnence 
and over-eaubennee on pari ol the 
Kerala Plaice and the Intelligence 
Bureau (IBK The High CtHiri's 25-pagc 
judgement therefore came as s hig Jtil( to 
theCBI. 

The judges said that the IB was seen 
to have suggested that the direciot gene¬ 
ral of police. Kmla. *hc advised in 
bring Mi Snvasiava lO the ambit erf the 
court". The IB hud then sought sarwlitm 
frttfn the Centre to Uikc Srivuiava 'm\o 

Itawdn SfhnrtOT: iwp iwiid 




custody as the Kt is un liufrun PoIkc Ser¬ 
vice 11 P.S I olTicial. The Bench sunJ (luil 
the rqion ol the tH K.kI louiul m 
"uninistaKuhlc icrniNihc mvoivcmcni o{ 
.Srivasiuva in Hk' scuniLil' The IB lepoit 
hod. m fotl. stated llui Kummmi SroasUi- 
va had "emerged " in ilu cum us ‘the 
must impc*niint member ol ilu.‘ mini 
grimp and (h;ti iIk‘ 10 wil^ kiuov n U' "hi i • 
godicr" or iiHifuufir aiiioni.' the sptes. 
This lintlmg wav uppaicnlly iglioicd !>> 
the < 'HI. pi I m:u 1 1 > on if ic has i s ol the a I Ic - 
ged retriiciuni mode hy the ikvusi d. 

F ollow iiig ihvluUM dcvelopiucni. the 
entile Congress l.cgivlaturc Puny 
tCLf*) uiid (rthci pariymcti ure ugilateJ 
ovei Kunjnukiiran's mexphcabic <kTen- 
cc of SrivusiavH. which they think 
wtHildeOsI IIk' party dearly. Hven a ptrfi- 
(ician like Vayuby Riivi. Kenilu 
Pradesh Congress Cwnimilcc (KIXTCj 
chief and a known Karunakaran loyalist, 
has distanced himself fomi tftcCM Suul 
Ravi: The Opposition and the dissi¬ 
dents are trying to nuke poll teal CHpiial 
out of the ISRO spy case. Still the chief 
minister's refusal to move agumsi Sri- 
va«iava is a hit pu/.^ ling." Formei (Inkm 
minister for civil supplies A K. Antony, 
always identified as the CM's rival 
within the party, refused lo say anything 
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more K'yonil *'it (s u very senuuA 
dcvelupniciir' 

Atiotfier K*iiut)Mk.ir.iii oppiniciK. for* 
UKi b|)ciikcr linO C\Micros Ml A. V M. 
SuJhocr.in, weni u step fiinhcr and 
dcmkimkxl the C'M*s rcsii^ntilion. He 
sjut; "Thv* ehiel miinsicr hu.s iiclcd 
w<nse than a dicialor in pr^>iee(in(! Srr* 
s<isiava Kjit}iiakur«m has (:one out of 

his vku) (optoteci (he Kt who has almost 
been named as (he nuin accused. Why 
should he pniiect ^nvasiavd, when 
other pidkv officials has e been suspend¬ 
ed hv die chief minister in the past for 
minor oflViKCs '* 

Qiiiie pcxtliciahly. the C'PT and the 
CPUMi. (he piincipnl Opposition pan¬ 
ics in KcraU ha sc also joined in in the 
chorus Fwjjct chiel niinlMcr E.K. 
Nayaiuir said that "il was a very serious 
inal ter a s 111 n vol v ed a st oesiion of lutton* 
itt sccuniy". 

Even the public nier lings that Karuna- 

kamn attends thesi* days <ire no» free 

Ironi demortsirations. About 20.000 
{icupic hooted and lieckled the CM 
when he went to inaugurate a ''Cinema 
Show *^5" orpuntsed by ihe Association 
of Mulyjlam Movie Artistes (AMMA) 
in Trivandrum. TIk crowd which had 
thronged ihe pnliv'C stadium, chanted 
chnran nehhHt (spy lender) as Karunaki' 


wraiA.K.Aitony 
(CMtnlbackiii 
thtititr politics, 
Most of the 
aiti-Kaniiiakarafl 
Itidofsiro 
nllyiil ireiind him 
lines hob 
IdootHM with the 
/trln Sinph-N.D. 
Thnriaxiswtthlii 
tiwpirty 


ran dimed the dais lo open the funciion. 
Said a Conga'ss MLA.ch>sc la Karuna- 
karan: The chief minisier’s public 
image is in taiiers. Everybody feels that 
he went out of his way to shield Snvavta* 
va who was neck-deep in the spy scan¬ 
dal. He has noi c>niy commilied political 
haru-kiri but also destroyed the C(hi- 
grvss' credifmliiy in the stale." 


nttitMNihri 


T> • 


i 


I'hou^ Karunakaran suspended Sri- 
vasiava within htnirs of the High Court 
strictures againsi the IGP, the aciion 
could hardly mollify the dissidents ih 
the Opposition. Two days after the High 
Coun order, the CM took refuge in a 
Union home ministry communication 
which, he says, is the clinching evidence 
of his innocence. Apparently, the home 
ministry has informed the Keralu 
govemmeni that the (R had not shareil 
with the state government its rectunmen* 
dation lo bring Srivastva within the 
ambit of the case. Though Karunakrun is 
now trying loshow this Idler as eviden¬ 
ce in favour of the stale governiticnt. 
there art a very lew takers for his recent 
discovery 

T he Muslim League, tlic second larg¬ 
est consiiiuent of the ruling Untied 
rVmocralic Front (UDFj alliance in 
Kerala, has also made the u^ual noises 
demanding steps to clear all douhis in 
the minds of the people regarding the 
spy case. For a while it seemed us if the 
LMgue. known to rxsh m on any crisis 
wiihin Ihe UDK would pull the plug on 
Kurunakaran panirulariy alter its 
Legislature Party chief, Kunhalikully, 
held talks with Chandy. Bui the chief 
minister managed to retain the League's 
supiwiri apparently alter Ihe Cabinet 
granted approval to one of (be Muslim 
1 /Caguc' s U>ji g- stand ing Jciua jhI s It >r set * 
ling up of I he Mulabhr I'm versify, us a 
possible quid pro qu{>. the government 
alsoalloied 12 cents of government land 
in ilie heart of Trivandrum lo scl up the 
('ll. Mohanimcd KoyaFounduiion 
In Ihe meaninne, (he Congress dissi¬ 
dents hav-c stepped up their offensive 
wiih the stale Assembly meeting for the 
budget session. According to CsHigress 
Sources, (he dissidents are likely lo 
move a no-con fidence mix ion againsi 
the chief minister. Having lound an 
upright man like A.K Antony as Kar^i- 
nakaran's opponent. Ihc dissidents arc 
making (he most of fact to draw compan- 
sons between the two stalwarts. 

With Antony back in stale poliocs, 
most of the dissidents arc rallying 
annind him and Ihc Arjun Smgh-N.D. 
Tiwari axis. And with Arjun Singh, who 
is popular among the state's 52 per cent 
combined elcclorale of Chnsiiars and 
Muslims. Karunakaran opponents arc 
upbeat about the CM's ousici. With ihc 
Assembly elections schi'duled for next 
year, the odds against Karvinakunui iiavc 
thus itKxjnlcd considerpblv. • 
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lalJan Kumar (waarlag a cap) damoMtratlng oirtsMa a l^uar iPop: dlvartlna public attantloa? 

HAUNTED BY THE SPIRIT 

I 

1 Congress MP Sajjan Kumar makes an issue out of the Delhi government's 
\ decision to do away with testing IMFL at the excise lab in the capital 


A S a scare taciK it worked. 

As a sirougy to di vert alien • 
lion from the more senous 
issue of his role in the I9H4 
anii-Sikh noi&. for which 
he has been charge-sheeted by the Cen* 
tral Bureau of Invesiigaiion (CBI). ihe 
move nearly paid off. Sajjan Kumar, the 
Congress MP frt>m Oulcr Delhi, who 
was avoiding ibc press ever since the 
CBi indicirrwni, was suddenly all over 
giving inierviews, organising demon- 
straiiiVK and holding press conferences. 
Was it to defend his r<^e in (he 19fl4 
I rioisV Certainly noi. Kaiher, llie Con¬ 
gress MP and Delhi Piadcsh Cimgress 
Cominiliee genenil secretary chose to 


vent his ire on a decision of the Madan 
Lai Khurana government: the ban on 
compulsory testing of IMFL (India- 
made foreign liquor) in the exc isc I ahora • 
tory in Delhi. 

'This is not justa questi^m of scandal 
and comiplion. but e question of 
people's lives.” thundered Kunuir as he 
led a demonsiraikm outside wine and 
beer outlets in the capital's Connaught 
Place. "Not testing the brands thai are 
being sold ai retail outlets could lead to 
another suw tragedy (when over 200 
people died on Diwali night in 1991 
aOer consuming cuuniry liquor).* he 
argued. 


''How do you know what you are drin¬ 
king** Is U alcohol or somcthir.g even 
more dangerous?” Sajjan Kumar asked 
the people, hai guaraniev does a seal 
or a certificate hold if U's coming from 
the manufacturers themselves and is not 
veriHed by the govemineni authorities? 
If people can peddle fake medicines, 
wlw is to stop them from selling spun* 
ous liquor?" 

The allegation that (he IMFL sold in 
Delhi is noi checked at all by any govern¬ 
ment authoniy is absolutely false, * says 
Jagdish Mukhi, the finance miniMer of 
(he Delhi government "As per the exci¬ 
se law. it is mandaiury that IMFL be icsl- 
ed by the stale govemineni at the place 











of Runufaciure. So. the cettiricate on 
the bottles it, not that of the oianufa^u- 
rers only, but that of a govemmeni authO’ 
rity u well. The reason why we stopped 
testing the samples in Delht was that it 
was only dupl icat i ng the work. ” explain* 
edMukhi. 

N ot to be detened, the Congress MP 
produced documents to substantia* 
tc his point. His fvess hand>out quoted 
para 6 of DO no. PA/CE and 
ET/94/1041 dated 14.9.94 wriiien by 
the excise commissioner t<» the finance 
department, claim!ng that during ihe per* 
iod 1.1.94 to M.3.94. 1.589 samples 
were tested. Out of them. 18.^ were 
found to be substatxUn) 

Kumar further alleged that 'know* 
ledgeable sources' had infonned Inm 
(hat even though IK.^ sampICN — manu* 
laciured by iagajii Industries. Castle 
Douglas and the Kedia Group were 
found to he substandard, action was lak* 
en in on!yH.^ cases. 

"Not true," says S.N. Vimiani, the 





Otihl ebitf itliiWdr MtdM Ul 
KImm: ttmlng • Wltd tftT 

exclusively by the stale govern* 
ment. The 170 vends are managed by 
the Delhi State Industrial Development 


Delhi operations manager of Jagaju ' Corporation, the Delhi Tourism Deve* 
industries.' ll is not possible 10 sell sub* | lopmem Corporation, the Delhi State 
standard product as all our Kmles iire ' Civil Supplies Corporation and the 
checked by the Pu ojab guvemnw nt c xs i * Dc I hi Consunwr Cooperative Society 
se auihiihlies us our manutaciuring I The result is that these vends are free 


unitx are based there." 

Added Mukht. "One 
other reason why 1 shin 
doNvn ihe testing in Delhi 
li e. testing only of IMR. 
brands. Country liquiir 
and wine are still being 
tested us ihesc are not prc< 
tested ul the place ol 
muitufucture) wus I hat 
there wa.s rampant corrup¬ 
tion at the luburaiorics ' 

Agreed Virmani, 
"They only need 100 mJ 
of the sample lo make ihe 
tests. But the excise 
authorities were taking as 
much as three hollies 
from each truck fi>i the 
purpose of testing, which 
comes lo 2.250 ml of 
liquor. Obviously, they 
were making money by 
selling the surplus." 

In fact. Kumar's cam¬ 
paign has provided liquor 
manufacturers with the 
opportunity to voice Ihcir 
grievances againsi Ihe 
aulhoriltes. The primary 
one being that liquor reuii* 
ling in Delhi is done 




to dcciile VH 1 whk'h brands to pa^ 




Says S.N. Virmaoi, the Delhi operations 
manager of Jagajit Industries, "It’s not possible 
to sell substandard product as all our bottles are 
checked by the I^pjab government excise 
authorities as our manufacturing units are 

based there" 


This, of course, depends on how much 
money they get fiom the various compa¬ 
nies. The bribes, according lo an offici* 
al of a liquor company, can go up to Rs 
50 per case. And of course, monopoly 
over liquor*$elling is a major source of 
revenue for the Delhi adminisiration. 

Admiis a DTDC official. "We started 
retailing liquor in 1979. The aim wait to 
plug leakage of excise and also to give 
Mxoe kind of financial support to 
DTDC. But now. this has become our 
main source of income." 

B ui if Kumar is to be believed, it is a 
handful of liquor companies that 
have aciually bcncfiied from the Delhi 
government's policy. "Only those 
industries close lo (be Eielhi nnance 
mmiMcr and other top leaders of the rul¬ 
ing BiP arc beneHting." Kumar says 
that "Madait Lai Khurona has been ask¬ 
ed by his pafly to colled money lo spon- 
v>r the coming elections, and so he is tur¬ 
ning a Mind eye lo all the milpractices 
at the retail outlets. A Kmle of iharra 
{country Uquor> is being bottled and 
Mid as IMFL. Which is why checking 
issoiniponam". 

However, why did Sajjan Kumar 
pic k on thi s i ssue"' Mukh i has an explana¬ 
tion Iff claims that (he Congress MP's 
u men wHo controlled the 
S testing lab were suddenly 
~ ''f* || done out of a source of 

I income following (he 
'I Delhi adminis(raiioii*s 
I decision. "There's ncn a 
I single bottle sold in our 
I vends that has not been 
I prC'iesiedvK isofsubstan- 
I dard quality," the finance 
f minister claims, adding, 
"Sajjan Kumar's allega- 
tions are totally baseless 
and politically motivated 
to cover hi« evil deeds. 
He wants to divert public 
attention from the murder 
charges against him." 

.Sajjan Kumar, on his 
pan. swears that he will 
ions ^ issue pass wilh- 

... out a protest. He has even 
possible threatened to prevent the 

mo M c ^ authorities did 

XCiS€ something about his 

demand. So. get prepared 
tsare fur some aciion in the 

coming weeks. • 
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ON THE ROAD 



Jourmilisls are trapped 
in Delhi's durbars 

The hjcmrchies in 
joumaJivm m* per* 
h<p^ u litllc more 
tA'himMCul thjin in 
the (iiher pft>fc^* 
Kions. Unless you 
happen ro be 
Ox •educated 
(in which case, the 
ncrKvIoniul 
Timp\ '>f indUi laies you on as an assixi* 
ani cdiior), n (treenhom is often thrown 
oil the ilcep-vrul into the "cKme heal’. 
Afivi »i lew years invcMigaiing "dastard* 
ly tniirdcrs sn [>harav('’, you okivc up to 
less itcinanding »uhjccis. You finally 
rciK'h the summit when ytHi are mviied 
lo cover the Congress. No reporicr can 
ask for nutfc. A chance to document ihc 
party <it tiie freedom rtKwement. debate 
uaoonul issues with members of the 
('ahmci aiic1 lul^ c a nng*sidc view to his* 
lory in the making Nm all of us have a 
line of com<nuniciiiKin lo the Prime 
Minister Naumilty then, the man on the 
Congress Ikji isarnuchrcvcied species 
Unfortumilely. idler witnessing the 
antics of political wrihes m the grand 
durbars ol IVIhi. I am beginning to won¬ 
der what (he luss js about. Far fn>m 
being grave chroniclers observing the 
unfidJing of contemporaxy politics, 
most reporters have bc*cn reduced to par¬ 
tisan courtiers in the last acts of an 
absurd drama being played out by a once* 
powerful kingdom, in panicubr, the 
cvenis following Atyun Singh's rcsigna* 
lion on Christmas Rve would leave anyo¬ 
ne convinced that both the Congress par¬ 
ty and political journalism in this coun* 
try are m urgent need of a facelift. 

Now before (be Press C'lub sends a 

showtausc notice, let mu provide the 
reader with the leading evidence. Let us 
begin with a peep into the average jour¬ 
no's routine over ihe last ntonlh. In the 
morning, the journalist trudges to a press 
meeting being addressed hy a 'Rao 
loyalist' (read, man m power). S<i, a 
(ihulam Nahi A/ad, m.stead of worrying 

ie 



fbUDEEPSARDESAI 



WhM the scribe visits the 
"dissident camp" (usually 
orpnisedbythelUtesof 
MakhanUtFotedarlthe 


^inst Narasknha Rao, 
accusing him ot havii« 
destroyed the "NehnfOandhi 
legacy" 


about law and («dcr in his home slate of 
Jammu and Ka.shmir. pmeueds to 
launch into a tirade against Arjun Singh, 
and threatens (o '‘expose" him 

Since good jou^isrn i\ all about 
objectivity, the scribe moves on (o the 
"diccidem ciinii* tread, men out of 
power) Usually oiganiscd by the likes 
of Makhan Lal Fuiedar. the dic.videnis 
hud invectives against the Prime Mini¬ 
ster. accusing him of having desuoyed 
the ’Nehru-Gartdhi legacy” 

N exi on Ihc agenda is keeping track 
of Sorua Gandhi's movements. 
Since Mi«dam doesn't entertain your* 
nal i SIN. the clever hack rel ies on the time* 
honoured weapon — the anonymous 
'‘source**. And so. 'soatoes close to lO 


Janpalh” usually provide an inkling ul 
Sonia's prefererwex m the Ran*Arjun 
huUk 

At around four o'cltKk. the scrihe is 
.St ill louki ng for h i s lead story. So. he pro* 
cccds to the Congress parly office jl 24. 
Akbar Road. The Congress briefing is a 
ritual which has survived the ravages of 
time. It begins with two cc^d samosas 
and f Jiai (alongwith the party’x dwindl* 
ing fortuncx even the tea has lost ils 

taste I 

As jounuiliMs from round rhe country 
assemble, the party spokesman makes 
his appeariince (I am infonned that those 
parlyiTwn who have lo be pul out to grass 
are usually given the xpokesman’sjob). 
The spokeiiman. wbo is unfortunately 
the last to know what is happening 
within the party, begins his briefing by 
rckasing (be banal press release for the 
day — "Congress parly strongly con¬ 
demns the hdnoux attack on Mamata 
Banerjee”.. 

Then follows dse question* 
arHJ'WswcT session, of which mi cxinici 
is provided; 

Q. So, MrGadgil, what do you think are 
the Congress chances of winning in 
Maltarashtra? 

A;) am confident that we will win all 
288 seats. 

Q: But. Mr Gadgil. you said the some 
thing ahoul the Andhn elections. 


Ma*T>»4«wv-• FHnwy 



A; ] don't warn to get into that. Let me 
jusi say that the Congress is the ninth 
wonder of the wmld, ft will survive all 
crises. (Somehody /</rgeK lo a.\k Mr 
Cadfi'l which m ihe eighth he is 

rtftmng lo. > 

Q: Mr Gadgil. what do you have in say 
about Mr Arad's charges against the 
Prime Minister? 

A: 1 am only here to discuss ofTicial rmii* 
ters concerning ihe Congress. 

Q: Dues that mean that Arjun Singh is 
TKK a Congressman’* (L/iughierf 
A: Wv aa' all Congressmen, (More 
laughter t 

B riefing over, the congregution 
deports for its next stop*- \ Race 
Course Road, resilience of Arjun Singh. 
As ihc journalists throng Sink's himse. 
ihu former mmisicr enters looking suita* 
hiy nioumiul ihe has just returned from 
performing the Usi tites of his rtKHhcr). 
"i am a very sniull man. [ don't knoss' 
hovi' I can help you. ’ he says. ’’Him do 
you ics|X)ihf to Mr A/jU's charges ogam* 
si you.*" asks a pud* wield mg comincniu* 
(or. 'What cun I say madam, you wnte 
so well, you knosv cveryihing. whai 
rtwne can I say now .'*' replies imr soft* 
sptiken rebel. 

Before silling at ihc 
lypcwnlcrljKrsonul com* 
puter fiv Ihc more upwar 
dly mobile I. the senhe 
JKeds iu make one linal 
check He need ) lo know 
the Prime MinlMer’s next 
move in deahng with the 
Arjon Ihrcai. Now. 
unless yuu happen io be 
ffom The Hindustan 
Times (the voice of Delhi 
and the PMO), access to 
(he inner recesses of the 
Prime Minister's mitid is 
impossible So. one goes 
back to the trusted ally, 

(he anonymous "sources 
clo.se to PM", and specu* 
lales on the basis of rahu' 
keiu alignments as to 
when the Congress Work¬ 
ing Commiliee (CWC) 


will meet to decide on rhe niaitei. 

The next day's flce'Coiujiin headlines 
wouM depend on which paper yuu read 
If it happens to he a pnvPM newspaper, 
then (he head ing cuu kl well run m inci h* 
iiig like ibis: 'CongrcssiTwn rallying 
b^ind Rao; CaNnet rtshufllc immi* 
neni: CWC to meet <» the weekend' 
if It happens to be a paper with a Bho> 
pal conneciion. then Ihe lead could Ik 
'A rjun's campaign gathers mumenium; 
Sonia's support sought'. Of ciMirse. 
none of what is written actually iranspi. 
res. There is no Cabinet reshuffle, ifv 
CWC dues noi men. no senior leader 
comes out in support of Singh and Sonia 
(iandhi mainuins her enigmatic silence 
And M> (he chanick continues. In this 
city of power brokers and power centres, 
journalist and politician remain locked 
in a system from which they seem una- 
We h» free themselves The poliucidu 
must mtnguc and the jtwmaJist must 
report and logcihcr they establish a 
.strange vexMim of feudal patmn-clieni 
nclafruns that rdfen prevents objectivity 
and sometimes even huncMy, 

I'm loM ihat it wasn't always like 
this In iIk Nehru years, prime ministeri¬ 
al ^ess conferences wen* apparently 
occasions of dchalc on issues, of frank 




The mMib followitc Aijun 
Skigh'i res^iMtion on 
Chrittmai Eve would leave 
anyone convinced that both 
the Conpest party and 
poWcal joumaleni in this 
country are In urgent need of 
afacellfl 

exchange of opinion and of disagree¬ 
ment. Veteran joumuliils recall that 
Nchni, howcvei paternalisue. uciually 
cnjtiycd ihecui and thrust ofdehaic with 
fimner comrades in the IreedtHO movc- 
meiii fur some of whom journalistic pro- 
cfiviiies were bom oui of the struggle for 
political independence 
But. of course, polilits has changed. 
Knwn the first flush of democratic func¬ 
tioning. there has been a son of rever¬ 
sion (0 principality politics; a Thnkur 
from Rewa has taken on a ^omindar 
from Andhra, and Yadavs from The 
north are seeking H> recreate the glory of 
Patal ipuira. The pol ilies of the princ i pal i - 
ly necessarily promoics a durbar culture 
and the ornamental gardens uriil courtly 
trappings of Lutyens' Delhi pmvidc a 
suit^le selling fur modem rajas 
Whcih^ at Kalfmaih Rai’s birthday 
bash cornpleie with sugary jalehis or ai 
Rajcxh Pilot’s ’ethnic" kisan lunches, 
the atmosphere is I hat of a medieval 
"daHur". In such a scenario, the scribe 
almost irKvitably becomes the king's 
messengei . • 

(T>Mi ■WtWuw'Puis uAtfmuuwtirtf 

con«w«naMriM» nua'iwsdi } 
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Behind the ban 


But can the Centre enforce the restrictions imposed on the VHP? 


L ast frtfinight. the Narusimhit Riio 

regime finally put an end to all spe* 
:ulaii<xis anJ resmposed the ha)> 
on the VUhuu Hindu Parishad (VHPi 
for anothcf lw<» years. But the govern* 
meni noiirtcatior to this effect came 
exactly .15 days after the earlier ban on 
(he Hindu organisation had expired. 

In order lo juslify ith dccisKin. (he 
home ministry hux dctatled every' inevn* 
diary staiemeni ihal VHP leaders had 


I'hunJrj P'jniniluiis wid during a x<nrr 
.ioirj/rj(*^m in Ayndhya that no 
tloiiiM in India >fci«uld hv sale ihhc Itso 
(mill m July sven* ikm lemoscd 
from tlv acquired area. He also asked 
(he gathering ihm to 'tidenilc any 
moM(ue in Ayodhya as no leligious 
Hindu pmeiK'C seas alkoved in Mceva 
and Medina". 

• (>11 16 Scpiemlvf. JWJ, Aehaiya 
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made in the last two years, uhenihc ban I Ohariiicndra said in a public nvviiiig 

ivns still effective. — ToTIKnVTni- 

But pniy whui «as the 
Centre doing when ^HV 
leaders of the banned iwj 

organisation were tnak* Hfi ^|| ' .w’ vS 

mg these pnivotadvc 9 ^ 

statements'’ Dl>J^ Ul 

Absolutely nothing. wjUPS I JH 

Even u cursory reading of |]K 
the government‘s lour* I ,* 

page order banning the j • 

VHP for another two j 

ye^^under ihc Unlajlul ^ 

ves that prnmiDcnl mem- Th6 CBritfSl 90VBrflniBRt W8S dW9l6 Df t 

bers of the VHP. mciud VHP leadefs wjt making provoc 

d>tk Mund^i. h./bcc.> statements even during the earlier ban, 

making siaiemcnls which precious little about it 

promote haired between ^ 

"different religious com- - 

muni lies" even hefwv 10 tX’ccmlxT, (hai talk of "hoHlKTly leluinMh Kt ween 
1994 — the day the two-year |vriiKl 11 iikIun and MiisliinN* wummiI KiscJ«>n 
lapsed p iHind i ealii ks Win Ic 11 nul g 11 e cow 

[t carefully details the following niilk even to vnakes. MiinImiin c.a1lH' 
inc idenls: iiil*;iI of iht* ts iw v I iieli p i v ev n n I k 


thiai Pradesh so ihui the irio«jues in 
Kashi and Mathura could also he 
iknnolishcd 

Ashok Singhal's meeting in Delhi cm 
11 January has jImi been mentioned in 
the bail order At (he rally, the VHP 
si'cuHary-gciK'ral bcmoamxJ ihc fact 
Ihal no |NihiicaJ leadei had come for* 
ward u» apologise for the denvtdiiion i>r 
^l.tXKl temples m ihc pasi even though 
tlicy are insisting on apologising for the 
ik'iiiolition of ilie Rahri Masjid 

1, The C'cniic’s n< hi licit' 
f non jImi rxpicsses con* 
f k,*ef» ovci (he VHP's fuiu* 
re plans, which me hide 
holding a meeiing <il ihc 
Maig Darshak Muiiiial in 
AllaluiKid in Ihe Iasi 
week o| Jan liars lo chalk 
tHil llK' siiaiegv foi Ihe 
Ayi»dhya move men I ‘ll 
IS eviilrni that ihc VHP 
inlciids lo extend (he 
s|^ic^ of .KiiMiy m ihe 
' imiiKHlMir luiurc so js to 

,* J j 11 ui n t he pi«d essed i ihjee- 

iives Kfkiting 10 shrines in 

VaiaiMsi and Mathura.' 
—si a k's i1k‘ order 


The central government was aware of the fact Jhe VHP leadership 
that VHP leaders were making provocative “ "i' 

statements even during the earlier ban, but it did .h" h!m' 

precious little about it .'Ml iluii Its gin It gcneial 

^ secretary. Achaiya (iin- 

' r;i| K(shore, was willing 

(hat talk (>l *h(iHtkTl> lelaimMis Klwecii i (o uy was that the Election Conimcs* 
HiikIus and Muslims* was imh KiscJ«>n I slon f4)Ould evc^e the model code of eon* 
gUHindiealiiKS Wink* Hnulus giveeow \ duct and penalise the Congress since 
milk even io snakes. Mushiiis c.ti1lH' | the ban — aimed a( winning the support 


• On 25 June, 199.1, Swami PaTiiksha- 
nand said aiameeling in Ayodhva that ii 
wa^ a m«ucr of pride that they hud <Ic>ih>- 
lished the Babri Masjid. 

• On 8 September. 1991. Aslu^Singhal 
said m a public meeinig at Ahmedahad 
that any mosque built in Ayodhyu would 
meci the same fate as ihc Kiibri Muspd 


• On 


September, luui, Karo 


iiical of l\k.‘ K\ iw I neh g i v os mi I k 

Suielv. Ihe giivemiiH'iil eocrhl luive 

laki'j) sonic Jiifon ue an isi this \on xif 

• 

vviniMiciiiul |>io|Sig««>da fty im'folvrs of 
an organisulKm that w as haiiiied 

71k* campaign was stepped up only 
alU'i (he hail espirvd Hie goscrniiK'iii 
mHiheoiion lakes lUHe ol the Viral 
Hindu S. iiimclan mi l.uckmiw on 25 
IXveMibs*!. I*>U4. wIric Rjmi Clundia 
Parjtnlians exhorted the eiowds to bring 
hack Kals.in .Singh as ehk'l minisiei ol 


of a section of the voters was impox* J 
cd after AssemMy elections in .some sia* j 
les had already been announced. | 

Aslmk Singhal iisscried that they 

vsiHilJ sill I hoki (Tic iiiccliiig as sclH’dul* 

txl m AMahabod wheic the VHP's future 
couiv’ ol action will be decided 

'Ph* earlier iwivyear ban hixl failed u> 
rxMiK.1 Ilk' aelivhics ol the VHP. ll 
ivniams lo sct'ii w be I her it will make 
a dilleK'iHV Ihis liov rixaid. • 






MDERMAU10TBA 


Language of diplomacy 


Looking hack at William Perry's visit to India 



L^l me not (lwe<4 un 
Lbc ouicfMiie of ihe 
vi^iUo (hivccHJiuiy by 
ihc DS Jcfcncc sccrc- 
lary. William Perry, ai 
loo grciii u length. For. 
because of its ^ircal 
imponimcc in thcevih 
luiiiui o( IckJiu Anvrica rvluluM., (biv 
innocr has been diNwiisscd aliivisl ihie;Ml 
Iwrr. I‘vcft so. II H*ei«s iKvessory. in 
view of ilic coniinuin^ Mepikism of 
snnH:. Ki emphasis* lb;il il is wn>ny Ui 
uiHlcrralc ihc si^ificiiiKC of the new 
uprccmeni imde fence coofcruiion. \i^n* 
c<J dunrij: ihc IVrry vimi. or o| (he laJks 
held with him. 

l>ouhiN ^ul niKX'HiUiii 
les jhoiii ahnosi ull iriins 
!K'ihmv hciween iho 
coitiiiry uml Ihe US jrise 
(coin t\\nx liKiorv a 
lMn}:osei lioiii Uk' p;N 
on K»ih sides. irMhiliiy<»J 
many in ihis cixiniry lo 
see Ihokuph ihc lompicM- 
ly :iiul niiuhcos s.A ihc 
liingua^c ol Jipli>injH.y. 
comhiiicd with ;i hanker¬ 
ing. for eicnr-cut ;iihI 
nnquuhncd eiKk>r>emcoi 
ol Ihc IndiiiTi posHioii by 
Amerieu; <iikJ. ubovc all, 
dix*f> suspicion here of 
Amcncun jiiempis to be 
*evci I -handed" bci ween 
Indiii and Pakisun The 
firsi two diffliultics 
mighi hopi'l ully disuf^ v wiih the pass¬ 
age ol 11 me lbc ihir d is an enduri ng one. 

li 1 % iinpcraiivc. therefme. ihai ii is 
undersiuod in cls proper pcr>pixiivc and 
dcidt with accordingly vsiithmi being 
allowed to hccinnc a srurcc ol avoidable 
hiUcmcss. All thniugh ihc four decodes 
of IIk' <?oId War. Pakistan was Ameri¬ 
ca’s "moM allied ally". IIk alliani'c was 
niH weakened even by Washinguni’s 
amioyaiKC in die eorly Sixties t»ver 
I'akistani "nirtauon" with ikijing. 

By Ihc end of ilui tleeode, ibe 
PdkisUin*('hina relahonship hod heco' 
me a sourre of joy America because ii 




was useful in paving ihc way for ihc 
Sinn-American rappriwhtmrnt in 1971. 
Against Ibis background il was foulish 
on (be pen of many Indians (o believe 
ihM with ihc end of Uu' CnU War. Paki- 
sian would cuasc lo be a factoi in Indo* 
US relaiions 

Pakisian is u permaneiM lueUir in 
India America relations and there is no 
escape from ihis reality 
No less impufUmi than (he petniam nee 
of lbc Pakistan f jctof o itscKangc«ibiliiy 

In ordci to pul ihc siliuiion in pcispec 
live It would be instructive to kiok at the 
Pakisioni reaction lo the I'crry visit to 
rhe subcontinent 



ly the revival of ihc military relationship 
between ibc US and Pak istan, was "pt isi - 
live". Simuluneously. ihcrv was no nm 
taking Ilie Pakistani disappointment thal 
h* an: not available, nor is the US pre* 
pared lo go along with Pakistan over the 
Kashmir is.suc entirely. 

Seasoned obscrvcn of cunicmporary 
micmaiionul seeia* in both India and 
Pakistan have been quick to rKiiice ih;ii 
Aiiierk'a is following a two crock fail icy 
in the suhconimcfH. <>n ihciaie hand, il 
wonts to have eiHKigh leverage in N> 1 h 
ciHinines lo be able, d cm H to nied lalc hei * 
ween Indie and Pakistan. ai least to 
"nudge' them lowords a dialogue li» 

Rseeninecenary, 
in view of the 
contiRMing 
scefiUdsnofeone, 
toeniihMiiethatit 
Uwro^to 
Mdenalethe 
ctenHcMceofthe 
Mwacreementon 
Mence 

coofieniioii, s^ned 
(h^lbeWiiMi 
Peny visit, or of the 
T.or.» tais held wHh him 


Since (his country and Pakistan con 
often he mirmr imoges ol each o(hcr. it 
IS no surprise that while many in this 
country ore cniical ot the US for its c onti - 
nuing ‘iiir towards l^isiim. ui'niss the 
border then* is paranoia that AmoKJ 
has iranslencd iis ancciions tnaii l*aki- 
siun to India. A wty c'nmiiient by an 
Opposition leadi't alter Ibc completion 
i>t the IVrry visit u» Pakistan was, "The 
visit was a great success - from iIk 
A mcTKon point of > icw," 

Hits was a pudisan siaieiueni Mixx* 
tolbe point was Bcno/ir BhutKi’s assess- 
mcni that the resuN of (be visit. es(^ lal 


mumUiinSouth Asian peoeeaml security. 

On ihc other hand, il wants to make 
miAi ol the economic opprirtuniliesofTe- 
n?d hy' ilic subconlincni. Alter all. "ir.s 
llic camomy. stupisV is the current slo¬ 
gan 

[ niusi odd ihui all iIk suggest urns Per 
ry mode in his public and pi ivale ohser- 
vatiorrs in Delhi fori'enridencc-budding 
hefivccn India and Paki.ston were uneX' 
ccpitonabic The mily strange idea to 
emanate Irom ihe American side was 
ihai New TX*lhi and IslarmiNid shoid<l 
ciMiperuicin "coonicr-terronsnr rnviisu 
res • 






EXPORTS L I M I 


MfZ Group Now bunches o Project tho» will 
odd lo tti estobiished sfors - Metozmc (Indio) 
limilod and Precision 
Fusfeneis limited 

fribulon Exports Limited, 
located oi Potaf 90 nga, 

Mohoroshtfo, will manu 
facture 20,000 tpo of 
Polyester Chips ond 
10,000 tpo of Polyester Film It will enjoy ail the 
Backword Area benefits 

local and internotionol demond for iheoe 


products IS growing by loops ond bounds 
Tribubn plons to exploit this to it$ advantage 

ond earn precious foreign 
exchonge for the rour^try 

The Project, besides being 
a showcase of modern 
technology, will be 
managed by pro 
fessionols with year‘> of 
involuable experience m the chemical field. 

Tribulon. Make it a port of your life And share 
^ prosperity. 


* A pvsfigtovs rwm Profact of (he MTZ Group, 
ksdoy (Omprisifig of, omong oAcn, Melocinc 


• fraiMlwimviuforlurf HighgmrfhprodiKH 
* Wycsler Oiipi ond fibn. 

• K1191V how froin intofnolionol gkoil Dumont/ 
Chantlox -* laoders in Polyasicr fiaki 

• Commarcid produdian expaclad to bagin in 

a«ty1^ 




TRIBUTON EXPORTS UMIITD 

UaneK Manal. 6tn f toor. 90. Veer Nfir«man Road, 
BofnOOy 400 020 






TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW FROM 
DUPONT/CHEMTEX, USA, 

FOR MANUFAaURE OF 
FILM AND TEXTILE GRADE 
POLYESTER CHIPS. 
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EXPORTS LIMIT 


MTZ Group. Aftet setting Mefozinc (todio) Itmited 
ond Precision Fosteners limited on tHe rood to 
success, it is now ready to bunch o new 
Pro|ect, 


Tributon Exports Limited, 
locotod at Potalganga, 

Mohoroshtra, will 
mar»ufocture 20,000 tpa of 
Polyester Chips and 10,000 
tpo of Polyester Film. It will 
enjoy all the Bocl;word Areo benefits. 

Todoy's Flexible Packaging ond Textile 
Industries demond quolity Polyester 


eew Pn^ «l iv M1Z Graiip. 


- Mytsiar Chips ond Ik 

M iiemkmd ^ OoPoP/ 
ImlnMdwPotyetfvUL 

produrtiBA ej^edad to hagin in 


Film and Chips. In Indio and abrood 

Tributon's products will meet the toughest of 

global quality standards 
ond firmly estoblish India 
os Q quality source. 

The Project, besides being 
Q showcase of modern 
technology, will be 
fT)or> 09 ed by professionals 
with yeors of invaluable 


experience in the chemical held. 

Tributon. Moke it o port of your life. And shore 
the prosperity. 





nUBUTON EXPORTS LIMITED 

htanek Uahal. S9> Floor. 90. Veer Nanman Road. 
Bombay 400 020 






TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW FROM 
DUPONT/CHEMTEX, USA, 

FOR MANUFACTURE OF 
FILM AND TEXTILE GRADE 
POLYESTER CHIPS. 




IT WILL ALSO SET STANDARDS FOR OTHERS. 



EXPORTS 



LIMIT 


MTZ Group. A group of iMders MeiQZirK 
(Indfo) limited • one of India's lorge&l producers 
of Zinc Oxide ond Insoluble Sulphur. Precision 
Faslerrersiimired oleoding 
name in the held of High 
Tensile Fosteners ond Steel 
Wires And now, Tribulon 
Exports Limited 

locoted ot Patalgonga, 

MoKorashiro, Tnbuton will 
monufocture 20,000 Ipo of Polyester Chips ond 
10.000 tpa of Polyester Film. Products which 
ore a I ways in demo nd by the F lex i Ue Poc i i*g 


ond Textile Industries. In Indio and abrood. 
At Tributon, guolity will be the wotch*word. 
Quolity people. Quality producis 

Quality service 

Tributon, with its rnodern 
technology and 

Professional Morvogement 
will set on example 
for others to follow. 
In Manufoctunng 

Marketing. Service. 

Tribulon Moke it o pari of your life. And shore 
the prosperity. 


• A pretligieMS new Project el ihe MTZ Group, 
todo^ cefnprnin9 d. omeng elheo, Metazinc 
(hJielbmiSedqii J ft eu MOn f aa wen bmiled. 

• Preie<t mondo t twe high produ ch 
> M y m er Chipi end f dm. 

• Know-how from iniwnoliond giont DuPont/ 
Owmiex • leodefS in dw Pdyeslef field. 

• Commercid produdion expected to begin in 

early IW* 
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TRIBUTON EXPORTS LIMITED 

Uanek Mahal. 6lh Floor. 90. Veer Narman Road. 

^ Bombay 400 020 














TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW FROM 
DUPONT/CHEMTEX, USA, 

FOR MANUFACTURE OF 
FILM AND TEXTILE GRADE 
POLYESTER CHIPS. 
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Andnow. Ka.shniiri 
Muslims are deserlinf> 
the Valiev 


|li.ii P.inJih fuvc Irfl 

ihv' Viillov UMil Kiivc Kfi’n live 
i*d III sculc vlM*vihcrv in iIk 
anrntry. es|X’ci4U) in JVIhi. iv 
.1 wclM>r>>wn J.kI Whjl is. 

ii Ncvcral 


hdwcsci 


SUipilsin^. In 

M u n 1 1 >n Tiini 1 1 les I ui ^ e al mi Ikii ihc K asti* 
ntif VAllcy III ft’ceni years, fe.irnijj hjfas* 
smciii hy thcmiliiiinlN. 

The plighiol Kashmiri Muslim lami- 
lies caiiK In li|!ltl recvnily in ihc eapn.il 
when a |>t>oi wcavvi .i|>|>ni;K'heilani>i|!a* 
niMUioii ciip^ixl in phividinj! reht’l in 
HiruJn afiiptw (irr/fn) This iixMloni 
Middenl) hroii^N rhe Miishni families 
fleeing Ihc Vulk> inu> lixiis 

Mdsi <i} itwsc Kasliiniii Muslims dre 
eiliKi wivkin^ m ihc stale )!ovcmnk'iu. 
01 cn^a^cJ in iIk carjici manut.KlurtiiL* 


Busincssiiwii and workers in Ihc 
huruJIcHim indiisiry likccari)ci muiuifiK 
luring and 1 1 Hist* who used lo operate m 
the l(Hjrisrii seel or have been In' hard 
and htiil m > al i cm at i s c hul u> imivc • ml . 

Acsxirdiri^ lo a vonsersaUve csiima- 
Ic, tiva' arc alxiut three laMi Kashmiri 
Muslims living in IX* I In ik>u MosI o| 
iJkii> have been ptiunnji irKi iIk* eapiial 
lot ihc iwst I hr ec years I'hey i tie UkJc car¬ 
pet weavers. husmcssi{K*ii. travel agonis 
and the likes. 

As a well known hustrwssinan. wltn 
has inlCA'sis hiUh m ilv Valley and m 
the capiiiiL said* "Mosi ot iIk Kashmiii 
Hindu huvincssincn lefi ik'ir husii>Css 
five yeuis hack .nul scided in oilxr ^uris 
ol tlk* ciHiRiry hui ttx* Mnsiniis ii.ive 
heen eomirtft here only tor iIk' |kis| 


The hantfloom industry: cashing in on the vast potential of the Indian market 

lnili.iliy. Muslim husmessmen hacf lo 
llnance militancy eitlxr tvcaiisc they 
cspouscil iIk catoc or simply out of 
t'caj ** I Ik* I e.isi h Mo do so was ps ye lx ih 
(IK al lint I he K aslmi i ri M u s 1 1 m husmes< 
sincn realised lhal they einild rmi con In 
Hue lo tinance the nnlitanis ac then 


I'of msianee. lake the i aw ol a Hindu 
hiiMiKSMiun. w1x» was the tncrk'i of 
nio.Kiwjy Mn4c*i and lirtsidway ihcaliv 
in Siinai*.*. Witk* Ins IhMcI was elosc*d 
down III IWd. his lhc*:ilre wjs hunil 
'Hk* owik’i iIkii shdk'il his business lo 
IXlhi and Varanasr 


OR 


«lwnA* .*1 MiikB* 

















hus taken (hem nowhere,” >^ys a curpei 
trader. 

AIm>, Ka.shniiri carpel (radvPi have 
realised (he immense poienlial ot (he 
Indian market A>» a ret^ull. most uf ihem 
have di^Yintinucd (he practice of sell* 
mg (heir products through middlemen. 
The middlemen used (o siphcxi off as 
much as 50 to 70 per ceni of (he pcofii. 
Now, (he carpet weavers arc selling 
(heir pnxJucK <»n iKcir own. 

According lo ,\ (op buMncssniuii. 
The curpei makers aie ulilc (O cam as 
much as 1.10 per cen( for f<>r their pm* 
ducts. Ho. (he Kashmiri husmeNsmen 
are cashing mon (he vasrncvsot the Indi* 
an markci.' 

"N<»w, even a siiiall*iiinc business* 
man is earning as much as u crorc. I 
design I he c.l^p^*(s inyscll Uui wc still 
have lo gel iIk* canx'iN iiuuuii.aiurc^l 
Irom villages stiriounding Kashmir/ 


i Nowhere 
i togo 

A Kashtiiri Muslim 
] family is Jenicil refuge 
] in a Delhi relief camp 

I Verision was palpable in (he Kash- 
• I miri Pandii nugranis’ camp a( 
I A mar Colony in Nsmih Delhi when a 
Muslim family came fs>r shelicr. 
After all. ii was for the firM lime (hal 
a Muslim family hud sought refuge ui 
(Ik Kashmiri Samili run hy Kashmir 
Uhavaii. 

Sunil Shakdar. vice-president of 
the Ka5h(niri Soimti, lold Si'noay. 
"Mohammad Rafii^. 16, along wiih 
his wife and two children aged eight 
and six, came to ihe camp rccenily. 
This is (he first lime o Muslim family 
has approached us. Rafiq told me. 'I 
had iKard (he Samifi is giving relief 
and (hat is why I have approached 
you.’ But Rafiq refused (o divulge 
where he hud got ihc information that 
we are giving relief.’' 

Mohammad Rafiq. a carpel wea¬ 
ver from /anakadal. a downtown 
area of Srinognr, was an active mem¬ 
ber of (he National Conference heud* 
ed by Harooq Ahduhah. He claimed 


said 4 middle-kvel businessman. 

$ays another carpel trader. “We arc 
certainly losing business when we opera¬ 
te from ouisiik Delhi. In Srinagar, wc 
used to receive the tourists from abro^. 
But from Delhi wc arc expiKiing lo (he 
West. The Kashmir carpel industry has 
noi heen affected much by miliiancy. as 
it is claimed The recession abroad and 
the campaign against child labour lus 
affected i( more,* 


A s a result, Kashmiri husinessmcii 
dre diversifying into travel business 
and distribution uf phuntmacculicaK. 
Says a Kashmiri businessman, "'ll is 
imporrani we diversify into other areas 
of business. For the first time, we have 
realised (he potential of the Indian mar* 
kei, Horlier, we were in ihe curpci trade, 
travel agency etc. Now. we have goi the 
rights lo distribute pharamaceuticaLs 

iil^n ^ 

HMV Cur^K r? riiWi SHM \ 


that he was forced lo leave Kashmir 
as his family's survival was ihruaicn- 
cd after the militantv branded h»m a* 
an informer. 

After coming tti Ddhi. Ral iq has 
been supporting his family by work¬ 
ing in A rcslauraiU in the Niraniuddin 
area for (he pasi one month. But as he 
could not pay (he rent foe his small 
placx. he a^ his family were throw n 
<Hil. Thus, the only opdon kfl fur 
Rafiq was to approach (he Samiti. 

II nfortunaiely, for Rafiq. the Kash* 
rnin Pandits, living in Delhi after 
being forced lo flee Kashmir, accost* 
ed him. Only a timely inierventron 
by the oCAce-hcorers of "the Sanuti 
pfevmied Ihc situation fnim takine 
an ugly turn. 

Following the incident. Shakder 
immediately informed the police and 
met senior officials in (he JAK 
House and the Union home ministry 
'But they have itdicn no action des* 
pile mv complaints. In 19411. the 
Samiii was prm ided security hy the 
6SF after it had received threat 
calls.” said Stuikder. 

Meanwhile, (he Rafiq family has 
left the Samiti and has taken refuge 
elsewhere. 


Mohammad RaRq aitd hit nlf e: 
a bleak future? 

The wcll-iivdi) families from ihe Val¬ 
ley have bought Hals and biingdows in 
ureas like Ni/ammuddin. Lajpai Nagur 
and Vusani Knnj in Delhi, clearly indica¬ 
ting iha( Nxh Hindus and Muslims urc 
planning lo stay ousude the Valley. 

A senior politician businessman 
from (Ik* Valley lold Sunday. "It is the 
migrating population from Kashmii, 
which will turn (he tide ugainM inihian* 
cy Vbea* is ni» doubi wc have hes*n hit 
haid b\ iiiihianc^ in the Vulky. Both 
Ihc mi hums und the security men arc 
ctu•fling (nm> the people. So the Kash- 
nuiiN lire shihting out of the Valley. But 
il the press idcniihcs these people, then 
ii will create trouble for the relaiive.s 
hock at Snnagur, ' 

Many of the Kashnnti nkn and wom¬ 
en have founil employment in the 
indusinul urcu of Delhi, ruimcly Okhiu, 
Naiurnu etc. Says a Kashmiri worker in 
Okhla. "Wc UK not being given a fair 
deal. The employers fear that once wc 
know the markcl. we will quit So. wc 
are gocn Jess ihun whji hval |Kople 
get ■ • 

M.d. Wmxmh/JVuw OatM 
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SUNOA? 


T he date: 8 ianuary, 1995. The 
lime: 6.S0 pm. The site: 
Pashaciapudi oil well No. 19 of 
the Oil and Natural Gas Com* 
missU« (ONOC>, nestled 
amtdM a coconut grove in the Krishna- 
Godavnn basin ol Andhra Pradesh. 

The 20-n)C<nbcr team manning the oil- 
cuiH'gas drilling rig (manufactured by 
Bharal Heavy PJcclricaU Limited) was 
enjoying an easy day in otYicc. Having 
struck an uil ainl gas reserve ai 2.500 
ntcirc iiscIL the boring o( ihe well was 
aliiiosi complete. The engineers were 
withdrawing (he drill pipes to change 
(he drill bile. Hardly live or six persons 
were o|icrdting ilie ng while (heir csdlea¬ 
gues were idling uway the lime in the air* 
coiuJiiioned bunker 25 metre uway, 
[ajkshrtiikun'hum, ^5. a dnil opera* 
luf, hud hoisted himself utxivc the rig to 
assist in the removal of the drill pipes. 
About UM) feel of the pipes haj been 
removed when UikshnukanihaiTi heard 
a growl eniunating fnKii within the 
well. He sounded an alarm, shouted at 
his colleagues and began lo climb 
down. Others also heard the sound amJ 
Ivgan to Oce after tticning those in the 
hunkers and nearby huildings. Uiksh* 


THE 


A blow out in an ONGC oil well in Andhra 
Pradesh causes panic 


mikanihatn w;ks luilf way down ihe rig 
when gas Maned gushing out from the 
well. He fainted on the spot, hut his col* 
leagues inuruged to cany him away to 
safety. 

"Hven as we wea* running, we fell 
that we were were being chased by a 
fire loith.* recalls one woricr. When 
(hey dared to stop and looked back Inan 
a distance of 5tXl feel, they saw flank's 


leaping up to the sky. AmJ in no time, 
1 he blue eng ulfed the sv hole we 11 

Within minutes, the ONCiC offices at 
Nanspuram, Rajaniundhry and Bom* 
bay were inforTned about the disaster. 
" B low out at P* 19" was t he cry p< ic mess, 
age that went <Hit on HAX, telephone 
and radio rneit i>;verianka ui 7 1(1 pm. 
cx.xliy 15 rnin utes u fter t he nee i Jen i. 

"I rusiK'd to \* 19 within 60 mimnes.' 












uys K. Saiyanaray^. ibe deputy super 
intendenl engineer of ONGC and e mem¬ 
ber of the south regional crisis manage¬ 
ment corps. By then, flames III up the 
whole area and a deafening roar only 
added u> the panic. 

"Our first priority was lo see ihai ihe 
bumi ng wel I did nut affeci ihc gas col lec¬ 
tion Cfflim and Ihe pipeline which was 
hardly 400 metre from say^ 

SaiyaMfayana. "A fire in the nearly 
I KVkm-loftg pipeline criss'cmsing ihe 
Kunaseema belt would have destroyed 
the coconut groves and paddy TkI^ at 
one stroke/ adds $.D. Bhasin. an Indi¬ 
an expert in blow out corHrtM. who wa\ 
ruKhedioihe site from New Delhi. 

By 8 pm. oo 8 January, the fire show¬ 
ed signs of spreading. ONGC cx^icns 
immcdialdy decided to cut off all the 
pipelines in the vicinity li look them 
half-un-hour to coordinate the operu* 
non. Meunwhik. ull etforis wtfv made 
to keep Ihc icniperaiure ol Ihc pipeline 
nour the blow <iui us low as povsihk 
wi il 1 the hel p < >r water jets. 

The Nugarjunu l^mliscr and (*henii* 
c;ils l.td. (NK'1,1 ui Kukinada. which 
receives gas through ilie lupelinc. shut 
down Its plikiit js ,1 preeauiH«nury measu¬ 


re. Il was only afierall these steps were 
taken ihol senior disirki and police offi¬ 
cials landed at the rile of the disaster 
around 9 pm. 

B y then, paiix' had gri pprd (he adjoin - 
Ing villages and Ihcir residents had 
siaried fleeing the place. N<m willing to 
lake any chances, ihc disirici administra¬ 
tion decided to move the people of the 
nearby hamlets to Amalupuram. In ihu 
next one day. ai kasi KMXli) men. wom¬ 
en and children lefi their hoincs and 
helonging.s and shifted to temporary 
eumps In AmaUpuram. 

Tlic major task of (he police kiw wa.s 
to guard (he belongings of these viltu* 
gers and also to protect the coconut and 
paddy crop in the Helds. In fact. many v i I - 
liigCfN sougM an assunince Ftv the safely 
of ihcir eiiips and iliry even unA 
receipts from the cops he fore they mov¬ 
ed out. 

But they siurted returning to therr 
homes hy 12 January, after reports leak 
ed that the ONOT wouki take at kasi a 
OHMiih lo pul vM the Tire. Many villa- 
gerx say that it was actual ly revenue itTfi* 
ctals who had asked them to gi* hock u> 
their hiMOCs. They also s;iy that ONCK' 


personnel were so busy with the Job of 
fighting the fire that they simply did not 
have Ihe linxMo explain whai was going 
on. Angry at ihc way ilicy were hemg 
treated, the villagers squalled on iIk 
roads and hlmkcd iraftk as a mark (>r 
protest. 

Besides (he fear of ihe Hie spreading, 
there was one more wixry. Medical 
expens said ihai locals ran the risk of (ur- 
nmg deaf if ihey were exposed to ihc 
sound of the hbi/e for a prulmiged per¬ 
iod. In fM,i. vihralions caused glass 
panes and roof-tiles in neighbouring vill¬ 
ages to crack. Whufs more, such was 
the s<ujnd of the bla/v that people had i<i 
Use pen and paper to ciimniunicatv wiili 
CA'h other, it was virtually impi^ssiKk' 
10 raise oni*’s voice aNwe tlic tlin • 

T ilhhc arrival of tlic Amcncun blow 
(Hitexpeii, Neal Adams, the damage 
conixil unit of (he ONCIC was mainly 
eoi« cmcxi with preveniing the Hrc InmP 
spre.iding. Wuier jets were pressed into 
sets ice fi>r ihc ixirpose 

The ON(X‘ moved ihtcc giant jci- 
walci pu lups - dial d i sc barge 4.1 HK> gal- 




iber of coconut trees and crops. Panicky people began to flee 
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Enter, Neal Adams! 

The American fire-fighter is back in India to 
control the ONGC blow out 


W ith (he devasuting fire still 
raging u (he ONGC oi] fields 
at Konueema in Andhra Pradesh, ail 
eyes are now on Neal Adams, (he 
American expert Specialising on 
fighting oil field blow outs. During 
(he past one year. Adams was busy 
capping oil wells in Iraq and Kuwait, 
which were set ablaze taring the 
GulfWar. 

Neal Adams, 
however, is not a 
stranger to India or 
Andhra Pradesh, He 
was here in March 
Iwhen another 
gas well ai 
Komarada caught 
fire Heplugg^the 
leak within 26 days. 

Accompanied by his 
secoftd*in<ommar>d 
Larry Kuhlman. 

Neal arrived at the 
disaster site soon 
after the blow out. 

And in the next few 
days, another team 
of experts from 
Meun Neal Adams 
Fire-Fighter Inc. is 
expect^ to amve in 
Konaseema with all 
the necessary 
equipment 
necessary to put out 
the fire. 


smoke. Otherwise, (here is no threat 
of pollution 10 the env ironment .** he 
adds. 

Soon after his arrival, Neal Adams 
took over the command of the 
maroon-uni formed 60-member 
blow-out control corps of the 
ONGC. NS hich has 

assembled at the site 
to Oghi the blaze. 



According to 
Neal Adams, the 
blow out at P-19 is 
easily (he biggest 
one he has seen in 
recent times. "Even 
(he one at Indonesia wc 
recently handled is a pigmy 
compa^ CO this." he says. Neal was 
happy that (here was no poisooous 
gw onttfluting along with the natural 
Theitis a small quantity of 
crude which is burning up m black 


According to 
American expert 
Neal Adams, 
containing the 
ONGC fire is easily 
the most 

challenging job of 
his life so tar. But 
he hopes to cap 
the well soon 


Divided mio groups 
uf 20 personnel, 
each unit will work 
furfourhour^aia 
siretch. Assisting 
them will bearuKhcr 
100 members from 
the ONGC s fm 
service. And all the 
damage conuol 
opentiuns will be 
monitored from the 
ONGC base at 
Bodsakurru with the 
help of high-tech 
communicaiions 
system. 

"We will gel 
special fire and 
water monitors from 
my company 
headquarters hy air 
if neca!>$ary.* says 
Adams. For Neal 
Adams Inc,, fighting 
the Pa&harl^iudi 
Mow out will he its 
seventh mission in 
India. 


But in keeping 
with his reputation. 
Adam’s Aervicc& cocnc for a rather 

Steep price. He charges US $ 10,000 
per day for advice and around US 
$50,000 per day for active 
participathw And thi.s excludes the 
hire charges of his company's 
equipmer.i. • 


loas of water per minute — from its 
Narusjpurani unil to the dis;isicr site. 
Three large pits were aivu dug uiound 
the burning well and filkd with water 
On U Januaiy, the task of removing the 
debris around the alfccieJ well was start¬ 
ed by a team of 20 'daredevils* xvcaiiiig 
fire suits and working under the cover 
of a water umbrella sprayed hy tsso jci 

pumps 

()NG(' oflicials coiiiciid fhai ilie 
blow out will lake a miiumuin (>0 days 
lo ciKilain. ^nd alter all the debus 
artnind (he burning well is remi>ve<l. the 
pioecss of capping ihe oil nncII uiI) be 
SCI in inoiion. This opciaiUm inv(»lvcs 
spraying a mix tun* of cement, water and 
oiher elH'imeals into the sveU-mouth ai a 
verv high speed 

Accoiding lo Neat Adams .iiul Ins 
assistant l .airy Kiihhium. ihe I'ashaila- 
jxidi bh»w iKil is the biggest naiuial gas 
lire tiK'y have seen ssil.u ’Plvy have sng < 
gt'sicd drilhng <>l a 'lelier ueH wrtfiin 
hulf-a-ruilong of 'fins. ihc> s,iy 
wiM cnl oil Ilk' gas supply lo the bum- 
mg welt, after which they can si ait the 
capping oj vial ions 'The g.is icsrrve is 
loo huge ll will K* i waste to blast ihe 
well OI wall lid II biiiMs iuii.'* s.iys 
Adams 

l.uckilv. ilk iKow out lias noi Iwii 
Ihrowing up any |mmsoiious gas or 
cr\kk* ’Only a small .imouiit of <.iu(le is 
civiiinc up. Ihji I lull's no cause for eon- 
Vcm.'* explains Dhiisiii 

Rut whal aboul Ihc einuoiumnlal lab 
loui M>N<K* olluials iiinini.Mii that ihe 
hUiNs’ out has mil uiiised ails pofhitioti 
Hut ilk' tivals eoiiTeml Th.ii tlieie is a 
layer iri ciiuk' in iIh ncaib) canals. 
Moreover, ihc iiiicnse Iwal lias already 
svivrclk'd a large luiiiilvr ol c^Komti ami 
I iiaflgi > I n'es w) ih>ii g .1 r, id 111 s o I one squa - 
rv km ol llv blow nut Whjii was once .i 
wx'daud Ivll in Allavar.ini village now 
looks like (Virv lwil land, 

T(» 11 III her complicaic mailers, ihe 
slate govciiiirk'ni bus pickeu up a row 
with the ONGC auihortiics. Chk'l mini¬ 
ster N *r R.mia Kao has iha'ak'ned lo 
throw ONGC nut ni Amlhra Piadcsh 
unless It paid sulMciciU eom|icns,i(ion 
to ilk' |>ci>ple aftecied bv ihe disaster, 
"’rhey .ire spnihng niii mads and 
badges by moving heavy equipment ' 
and ksmaseema has not bciiclilted in 
any luumwi fnati liK ONGC, ' says 
G Vi.(* Bahiyogi, die MP Irom 
AmaUiptuaro, 

Mean while,! he fu e rages on...» 

9.S. lf»ehakH§ima/Mm9lt^nnm 


Ptiotoqrapns' Sharp Shoofar 


MHOiaV/*«^iarV 










POWER PLAY 


RAJIV SHUKLA 


India and Mexico 


The parallels are hard to find 



Opposi 11 nil icuJcrs Mc'xk'o he o wi ih rhui ut tndu <hji of the inarUn, rc sal t i ng in y deva^u u • 

and many Ci>n jircv* f'ApcriN siv iKal the ectwhmky Mexi- ti<>n oh he p^so by to 41) per cent. The 
siTicn, Uio. arc s«kI* co h;is C4»llii|>sed because that couiiiry's i^S treasury irictlde^peruiely tusrrenpth* 
dcniy tallying <>i rulers ined lo push thnnigh reforms i<iu en Ihcpeso. hut hided. 

Mexico these Mm ainJ wnhoui i.iiing adequate precau- f)ui the Indianscenario is certainly dil* 
days NeuspafV'rs tumai) inciisurcs Moreover. Mi^xico leieni. For one. the pace of reforms is 
have re{K)neJ dial as\x’|Kcil alhhcrccomnK'itdjiitMiscdchc slow and I he govcriucKiU has taken a 
the ccorKKiv i>f World Bank aiidthelMKHiihoutanalys' nu mber of steps kinruiialisv any undcsi* 
this Latin AnvJi* mp the giound realities in ihat country rc*d talk»ui. Moreover, die MK;ial aspect 
can c«>untry has Sitciiucli sttthiij at America's behest, has ricv'cr been forgotten' there has nol 
collaps'd within a period of six v^ix'Ls Mcvk'o leh ihe <»*77 group and went been any nuss unemployiiKnt hc'causc 
and ccuiuimic reforms that were lOKler a ml hnt»ed die Organisation of Kcomo of die ^Torlllsandasmuch us Ks.l5.(XK) 
w u> t hei e I s said lo he t he i ga son hel u nd iiiic I 'ot>perat i< m and Oe veUipiiienI en 'le has been sji lei loiied 1 oi rural do ve- 
the Si Hklei I s I u mp. Hu i w hat has a Hi j) I y I < * 0). a body ol dev eloped euuni no. Ii>|>mcni and subsi d les. It i s aoi m her 

given Manmohan Singh's s'rities both Never mind the fact that Mexico was not story that the hcnenis of lliis are not 
wiihin the govcmnicni r>--..hi«rsMsn*siofihn 


arid outside the stick it* I 
beat the linaiH C minister ; 
wiih ]s a leiici wriitcii by ' 

K P tleeihakrishiian. (he ! 

Indian rc^prescnianvc at I 
I he liikTiuiioiud Moiieta 
ry fund (IMhi. to iIk* fin 
ame imnistiy espressing 
his appielieiiMiMis ahoui 
the letoiiiis III l(KJia. 

What's more, die 

vv ds Iviiked 11> I \w I iress V 

Bui tlui's die 
issue Wliaii am surpiis- 
cd at IS ili.ii (k'cdiaknsli* , 

naa shiHilJ h.ivc dinihis 
uhoiii the hheialis.mon. 

I'OT. he was one of ihe 

people wh(» had set 

motion the eiirrcni a*for« Tlu»n 

ms. ]| seems ihai fie has IDCri 

eflaiigcd his III I (id at let D^plf 

going loWadiiiiglon , 

Bui why this smUleii pOCKClSi 
III m - annindCieet li a k- jj 

nshnarv is apixirendy 
peeved ai the fact 'hat 
Manmohan Singh is ruit ——“ 
involving Inin in inan<erucial deeiMvmv 
that are being taken by iBefirLince mini* 
siry. F.ven al the IMF. his role is I muted 
since Manmohan Singh has excellent 





The It forms in Mexico were being presided over by 
people who were more interested in lining their own 
pockets than in the welfare of the country. In India, there 
is nothing to doubt Manmohan Singh (above I and his 

team's sinenitv 


adcvek'ited n.iikm* 

TIk* offsNxK ot ihi.s was ifui in siv 
weeks' iinK’. ilie country n foreign 
cXiiiange reserves fell losix hi Hum do!* 


relations with (he lop f^issof this micr* | Iiiin Iroin tiK earlier 2K billKin dollars, 
national fiiuincinl institution. And m I'rdcr u* make up. ihe govera* 

Bven ibcn. Geeibaknshnarrs appre* nvniovervahicd the peso, the local enr* 
henxions nccvl u> W given a ihiMighi. rency. Hunt didn’t wmk. 

More K> Ihe |>nni. can ihc siiuation in Foreign invx'Mvirs mi iik\I lately pulled 


K>|>mcni and subsidies, h is amuhcr 
story that the hcncflls of ilns are not 
fCiwIi.iig ihc p»H>resi of the 
poor 

’(here arc other con- 
irasiing pitiiils as well. 
Mcxici' was loiaBy 
0 C|>cnduiU Oh imports. 
Bui III liuliu there arv 
rv'sinctrons on imports, 
which has ii>aiiiiumed ihc 
bularK'C heiweeri imports 
and ext>ofis And despite 
Wk IMF and die World 
Bank’s iiiMsicnce. the 
lupoc Is yit til he made 
luhv coiocnihle 
Moivver. live Narasim- 
ha Kao regime has ensur¬ 
ed ihai there arc /csine- 
lums on foreign icisiuutio- 
1 na) mvcstmciU'm India. 

, .As ol now. Ihc Hgurc 

^^*by’ stands al .V4 billion ilol- 

r own reserve 

, , ol 211 billion dollars, 

la.InCrc llius. even il the lore* 
nd his igners decide to pull out 
ol India, (he couniry's 
economy witn'i eollup.sc 
overnight. 

b'lnaJIv. the reforms in Mexico were 
licMig fKCsidcd ov er hy people who were 
iiKire interested m lining their own 
pockets than m ihe wcUaie of the 
country. Ui India, ihea' is uothing lu 
doubt Mauimihan Singh and his leant's 
sinceriiy. The parullcU between India 
and Mexico arc hard to find in the 
cin uiusi.inees • 


$UNO<XT »« Mriwir> 4 Mt«» 
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COVER STORY 


i 


Nearly 70,000people have been arrested under 
TADA. Could this turn the Muslims against the 
Congress in the forthcoming elections and cost 
Narasimha Rao and Sharad Pawar their jobs? 


hey picked up Fatima Bi on the night Of 1 ] January, two 
years ago. The 55-yearmold widow had been an active 
member of her community at Radhabai Chawl. in 
suburban Bombay. Brimming with civic consciousness» 
she fought with neighbours who threw garbage on the 
street and look umbrage at a group of men who used to get together 
to play cards regularly at the small mauian nearby. 

In addition to being card-sharps, the men had one more thing in 
common. They were Shiv Sainiks. 

Following the December riots in Bombay city in 1993. the 
residents of Radhabai Chawl—it was then called Gandhi Chaw) 

—decided to form an Ekta Committee to maintain friendly 
relations between Hindu and Muslim neighbours. Fired with 
idealism, the Ekta Conunittee thought it could safeguard the 
community from harm. 

On 7 January. Radhabai Chawl was set abla/e and five of its 
residents died. All of them were Hindus. 

The next day, BaJ Thackeray's paper, Saamna. carried reports of 
an outbreak of communal nots at the chawl. TTie report claimed 
that 16 Hindus had been burnt alive by their Muslim neighbours. 
This has gone beycmd our limits of tolerance," wrote Thackeray in 
an editorial. "No Hindu is going to continue to die silently under 
Muslim lerroosm." 

That was the signal that triggered off the second phase of 
communal riots in Bombay in the month of January, a month after 
the Babri Masjid had been demolished. 

Today. 14 residents of Radhabai Chawl remain in jail. They, 
alcmg with Fatima Bi. were arrested under the Terrorist 












COVEIi STORY 



Tlw tomb blntf In lombay: i (irge aumbei of sos^tch woro 
rounded up, moot of fho« MusJim 


cyewiinesso had seen him Jugging 60 
litres of kerosene to his house al Radha- 
baiChawl. 

Protests Jrfan’s mother. "Eveo'one 
knows that wc had money to buy only 
len litres of kerosene every month. 
Moreover, on the dyy before the bur* 
ning. Man was hit hy two bullets in (he 
stomach m the course of some firing in 
(he area. Whik; be w;'s being rushed to 
(he hospital, he was stopped by Ramesh 
More (Shiv Sena MLC). Somehow, he 
managed to make it to (he hospital 
where (he doctor hod to lock ihe do^of 
the operaiton iheaire and takeout the bul¬ 
lets with More banging away on the 

dtKif “ 

If the story is true, it seems extremely 
unlikely that Irfan would on the day 
after (he operation lugbOlitres of kerose¬ 
ne (0 his house. Or even he involved in 
VIring (he cArmYon lire. 


and Disruptive AcUviiics (Preven¬ 
tion) Act (TADA) for their ullegcd ndc 
in selling (he ablarc and murdci- 
ing the five residents. I'adma Hi has 
since been relea.scd — aficr spending 14 
months in Pune Jail. 

Patima Hi\ charge-sheet accuvs her 
of being an arsonist. She vt the chow/ 
ahlu/e hecauv of u long-standing water 
dispute wiih its residents, claims the 
charge-shcct 

Fatima B i'«deferwe is I he water lap in 
her house. 'When 1 have running water 
at home, why would I pick up a dispute 
with anyone over water?" she asks. 'The 
only reason I can aiiribuie (o my arrest is 
the fact that 1 had taken ohjcciton in the 
Shiv Sena hoys playing cards all the 
time. And that I wa.s un the Kkia 
Commiitce.' 

Fatima recounts the vvcral beatings 
by the pol ice. Once she wa s beaten in the 
lock-up by policewomen. Once hy a 
male cop in the presence of her son. And 
once at A/ad MalUan. in full public 
view, by uniformed polkewomen. Then 
(here was verbal abuse heaped upon her 
and one iiKideni when the police piHi red 
buckets of water on her sh<iu(in^' (hat she 
was Mu'limdodtlicrcforc unclean. 

Also lUtvsitfd with Fjtima Bi Ls her 
Sim. Miih.mmtad Yusui, Kycwitness 
had idcniided two known enminuK as 
being part of (he mob ihui vi (he thotvi 
on fire The^ are Piru and fiulJu. Now. 
Ouliu IS a fairly craninun sod of pci j 
name. It h Mohammad Yusufs pel 
name too. So the Bomhuy Police cotkIu* 
ded that the Gullu mimed hy eycwiiness 


was Mohammad Yusuf. Yusuf w.is 
arrested under TADA 
Then (here was the rucvni arrcsl. in 
Novciiihcr last ycar.ol Irfan Haralwalla 
Irfan's charge-shed names him as ihc 
ringleader of the arsonists, IIk' proof' 


Voday, with the arrest of film star San- 
I jay Dud, TADA hav become a virtual 
houvhold word not jus( in Bombay but 
lhroughou( India. In a film, Bomh Bf(Ut, 
villain Shakii Kapoor's Iciimotif is 
’Muin lumko TADA ke uniiar hand hir 
dofMgud'll haul you in under'f ADA).'' 


DRACONIAN ACT 


\ dosvrhok ill llw amtnnvr 


,7V provisioiu ^TAIM hove 
enme uftJerheavy criticism in recent 
mcmihs. Here we lake a detailed look 
at how this Act goer ofaintf the 
pnnvions fif natural as well a* legal 
Justice. 


MUS OF E WOO: It U accepted 
Uw (hal Khe ooua proof should be 
on the proaecucion rather chan on ihe 
accused a$ H is in TADA. Or. for Out 
matset. thd a confesskMi before 
police is inadmissible before court of 
Uw. TADA allows for this as well. If 
goes one step forte—allowing 
prosecution to keep the ideotiiy of a 
witness secret, thereby not giving the 
accused* s Iaw> er\ a chance (o refute 
or authenticate the validity of the 
wimees' accusaiion/scaieineot 


lAL PtGVISIOiS: Going one step 
toiwvd Itbm the onus of proof being 
00 the ncofsA (he Act atiputeei that 
the acouM cui be given Vil only if 


the designated judge is convinced of 
the person's Innocence. Sin^ it 
wou Id be very difficult for a judge to 
conclude innocence even before the 
evidence is presented, this provision 
quite effectively takes away the 
power of granting huil. 


TOO WIDE OEFUmON: The 

defmibon of '(errorist acts' and ' 
‘disruptiveactivitiea' UsowMathif ' 
it covers a whole span of act) vtte*^ ' 


pn vate or poM k, vk^eot or 


■ . JA 

non-violem. ‘ttsfuptiveictivira*;'' *' 
includes'any action token, wbefoer 


by act or by speech, or through sny .•} 

other media or many maaaer >1 

whoboever**. Beside, •' 

(rffencesunderthe provision ofodMf'; 
Acts can he includ^ if Ib^ are 
committed in aid of icrronsi and ' 

disruptive achvitiea. The most ' 
wide-nmging powers in this rei^eet. ! 
are given in relation to the Arms Aot, 
(Section 5). under which Mlywood ' /* 
matinee iditri Sanjay Dutt haa bean j 
incareerated lortha last 4bi«Ml|j^ 
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But the Cict is that long, long before 
Sftojay DuR became such a hoc star. 
TAD A was bei ng used to round up terro' 
fists. Naaditea. peasants, politicians 
and anyone el se the State found wa» gen* 
jng out of hand and difficull lodeaJ with. 

In Maharashtra. TADA was fin^t 
invoked in 1986 in the Vidarhha region. 
TribaJs from Gadchiroli, Chandr^Mr 
and Bhandara disiricis — where 
Naxaliies are fairly active in various 
people’s movemenis — were rounded 
up. A People's Union for Democratic 
Rights (PUDR) report ibted September 
1993. dmuments the first TADA arrevi 
in the state. 

He was Mallu Kapu Bogami. a tribal 
and a leading spokesman for the M^aJia 
community. In January 1986. he was tuk* 
en in under TADA for giving an Inflam* 
malory speech'. Bogami was a known 
sympathiser uf (he NaaaJiicv and a critic 

Che local administration. 

In Vidarbha, TADA is used inJiscri- 
minately against those involved in such 
crimes us murder and kidnapping and 
those accused mere I y uf muking' innam • 
flutory .speeches’. 

Basacn Koilu and four other trihals 
svere hunting wild boar in the forest w ith 


•nnisions ol I'M) \ 


VMff TO jmAL SHMrCKAMID: 

Under the Aa. the Centre or state 
foyemmeois can constitute a 
designated court exclusively meant 
for TADA. Though the judges muse 
be serving se sstuns judges at the li me 
of appointment, a uniqiic feature is 
that they can continue to preside 
even after retirement. UrKler iKamal 
.Jaw, appeal would tie first to the High 
' Court laid then finally (he Supreme 
Court. By making appeal in TADA 
Erectly to the St^reme Court, and 
that (00 within 30 days, (he Act has 
taken away one cm ire avenue of 

ummiimmmimKKee 

the normal rule of law calls for 
prodsedofl of (he accused before a 
judicial magistrate within 24 hours 
deientiuo. in TADA be can be 
proddeed even before an executive 
magistnite. As ft>r the remand period, 
norroally ix not more than 90 
. daya^TADA provisions allow for 
'^mnloduptooneyear. • 



ImotHm Ia PiAlab: TAIU was IW mad !■ iMbag 
todMlwIttSIktiiiimwtt 


ufllicen^ arms when they chanced 
upon a police party, Ihe police as»uiTied 
they were Naialiies ar>d opened fire. 
Kodu was kilkU and four others were 
hooked under TADA for canymg unli* 
cen.sedarms. 

In Bombay cily. TADA was first used 
in I9K9 agaiast Sikh extremists. In 
August 1990. (he state government issu¬ 
ed a notificauoo declaring Bombay and 
Thane disturbed arewt and gave police 
cnmmissHiriefs direct powers to arrest 
people under TADA. The argumeni 
then given was (hat (he Act would he 
used to scutch organised crime and gang 
warfare which was reaching alarming 
proportions. 

In 1990. .Shiv Sena Thane chief Ana* 
nd Dighe was brought in under the Act 
[.ast year. U was invoked against Con¬ 
gress legislators Hitendra Thakur and 
Pappu Kdapi, municipal curporahon 
pesklents Bhaskw Thakur and iayani | 
Surarao. 


B y chief minister Sharad Pawar s 
own admission, there are at present, 
2J00 TADA deienucs (tvwghoul 
Maharashtra. He points out that of these, 
only 700 are Muslims while / .400 are 
Hindus, Hence, the imi^viun ihai ii is 
being used against the mirairilics is i|ui(e 
wrung. 

However, home ministry stiurces sin¬ 
gle out one major point of di FTerence bet • 
ween the arresis of Hindu and Muslim 
citi aens: the 11 indus arc hy and large gui I • 
ly of various crimes, while nuny of the 
Muslims are innoeem people picked up 




i .<*. s 


in the woke uf (he bomb blasts m March 
1993. 

According to oflu ial figures, a total 
or4M pesipic were arrested shortly after 
the Musts. Of this, only 165 people were 
charged with being connected to the 
bombs. The remaining 246 have been 
picked up under TADA ai an>und the 
same lime but have nut been charged 
with any connection to the bomb blasts. 
Sanjay Du(t falls in this category. 

.Speaking on the floor uf the Rajya 
Sabha during a discussion (o extend 
TADA by another two years in May 
1993, a member of Parliament. Ko/naJ 
Morarka pi>i ni cd to the mi suse of T ADA 
in fhimbny. There is a particular party, 
a small purty. Ihai ba.s a leader who 
makes statemcni.s which amount K» open 
lefToristn.’' he said, alluding to the Shiv 
Sena. "If this is nui disruptive activity I 
don’t know whatis. " 

Yet. continued Morarka, ”1 have noi 
seen the Mahara.shtra government being, 
able to act againsi that person. " 

Accordmg to Morvka. ihe large num* 
her of arrests under TADA ix a result of 
police inefficiency Because the Bom¬ 
bay Police were unable to catch the main 
culprits of the bomb blost.^ they have 
decided to nuke scapegoats ot innocent 
Muslims to show that they are on the 
hall. Yet, points out Morarka. Congress 
MP Suresh Kalmadi lias said lhai wc 
dwuld not make any slatcmeni which 
derrtoraliscs the pidice. 

Muslims in Bombuy are hurt and 
angry over ihc fact ihai the Congress 
government has chosen nor to prosccuic 
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VOL CANO! 

An eruption off the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands generates much interest among the 
country's scientific community 


M ore often than not, du* 
covehcs are mack acci* 
dentally On the mam* 
iogof 11 January. Vak- 
kom Pumahothaman. 
the Ueutenani Governor of Andaman 
and Nicobar (A&N) Ulanda. boarded 
the brand new aircraft purchased recent* 
ly for a test Oight over (he Bay of 
Bcniil. Midway, he asked the pilot to 
dunge coune and Hy over the Barren 
Island, one of the 306 islands in the 
A&N archipelago which had been in the 
news in 1091 when a volcano there 
ted. it was (hen (hai Purushodiaman noli' 
ced blac k clouds over the island. 

'Ai nrsi. I couldn't 
believe my eyes. Hot mol* 
ten Uva was coming oui 
of « crater and fumes 
covered the enure 
island.* Pureshoihaman 
recalled. He immediately 
turned back towards Port 
Blair, the administrative 
headquaners of the Anda* 
man and Nicobar Islands. 

And on reachi ng there, he 
reported his findings (o 
the Coasi Guard, whkh 
sent out vessels to cun* 
firm the news. *My men repeated 
back that indeed, the vokano had erup¬ 
ted.* said P.BrS. Gujral. dK command^ 
of the A&N region Coast Guard. And 
later (hat day. Coast Guard personnel 
also noticed Ivge number of bi rds migni- 
ling to (be other islands. Since then, the 
Barren Island volcano has been conti¬ 
nuously spewing hot mdten lava and 
huge quantities of ash and other maicri- 
«i»mu)thesea. 

The erupcioa has uken geologists by 
complete surprise. *( had not expected 
dw volcano to be active so soon It had 
erupted in 1991 after remaining dormant 
for over 200 years and we thought that it 
will be some time before this volcano 
became active agam." opined D Haidar. 


a director of the Geological Survey of 
India (CSI)ba.sed in Andaman. 

According to GSI scientists who visit¬ 
ed the islutd recently, (he volcano ha« 
two craters Moreover, smoke can be 
seen coming out of the earth surface pro¬ 
bably due to the pores created by the 
eruption four years back. For the 
moment, scientists say that the eruption 
is still low'iniensiiy. but one never 
knows what will happen later. 

A team of seven GSI scientists, who 
made a landing on (he island cm 24 Janu* 
ary along with Puru^hothaman and GuJ* 
ral. have collected samples of the lava to 
carry out scientific tests. They also col¬ 


lected water from the nearby sea to deter¬ 
mine the acidic concentration, which 
could be harmful for the marine life in 
the area. Although what caused the vol¬ 
cano to be acti ve in four year* i s yet to be 
ascertained, some geologists think that 
uneven earth movements leading to 
intense pressure within could be one of 
them. A GSI vessel fitted with the neces¬ 
sary gadgets will soon reach Barren 
Island to conduct an indepth 
investigation. 

S pread over an area of 10 sq km, Barr¬ 
en Island lies to the north-easi of 
Port Blair According to geologists, the 
origin of this island can he traced back to 
the later half of the ternary period 

at 
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For Some Companies, It Is A Sign Of Celebration. 
To Us, It Is The Beginning Of Phase II, 


For sonur companies, annual report iinte is 
the time to celehraie. It is (he lime 
when you cteclare divkterxb. and 
announce (he achiev«meni.s of the 
past year. m 

Colour-Chem, however, t)elieves in S 
a different (Kcasion for cetehnnion. ■ 

It is not just when we achieve goals I 
set In (he past, hut when we identify 1 
new challenges for the future. Because 1 
we are not a Company content to rest ' 
on our laurels. 


When Colour-Chem records a 
substantial increase in earnings 
from exports, it is satisfying. And 
when our cotKerted efforts in 
indenting result in art increase in 
Company promts - it is gratifying. 


Cohur-Chtm 



Hut It Ls prefects that are still on (he anvil that 
hold out the real promise 
2 at Colouf'Chem. Such as ihe 
r manufacture of speciality 

4 chemicals and intermediates for 
local markets artd exports to 
I > ) afniiatesof Htwhsi AO, 
Germany. New business 
P opportunities that will help 

g y I Colour-Ohcm cx>nihhute to the 

J ‘ ttruniry's economy hy creating 

capacities and generating wealth 
througli added value. 

). These plans symbolise our 

commitment to the .service of 
Indian industry. And repre.seni 
(he r>ew, ctTKTging future. 
Thtty are ilte real cau.se for 
celebration in Colour-Chem. 
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News WATCH 


(which makes it more than I lakh years 
old) and it is said to be formed out of 
underwater volcano-i^tewed lava. TIk 
island has a ridge ail around it, which is 
actually the rim of a very old volcanic 
crater. GSI experts say that what appears 
above the sea surface is nothing compar* 
ed to what lies beneath the sea; Barren 
Island is a gigantic mass 20 km long and 
8 km wide. And roughly al (he centre of 
the volcano U a big crater, which is said 
to have been fonned during the active 
period between 1787-1W4. 

According to scien- 
tints, apart from this main 
crater, there are three 
other vents. In 1991. 
when the volcano beca- 
me active again, was 
through one of these smal* 

Icf vents inside the crater jjHBSH 
(hat lava was being . 
thrown up. In fact, in the 
four inonih.s of 1991 that 
the volcano wvi active. 
the luvu collected outside 
raised ihc height of the 
volcano to 70 meiKS. 

Geologists and envi* 
ronmcntalisis hud carried 
i>ut u driailed study on 
(he impact of volcanic 
activity on the flora and 
fauna <if the region after 
the Mi explosion. The ^ .1 

results were disturbing. fl 

Acidic levels in the near* 
by waters had shtH up con- 
sjdurably. Though large 
fish and other oci^uatic 
creatures managed to 
escape to safely, most of 
the other marine life had 
penshed. What’s more. 
trees, shrubs and animals 
on the island were choir- 
ed beyond recognit ion. 


Kaila&h Chandra, a scientist 
wiih the local unit of the Zoological Sur* 
vey of India, corals and ofher fragile 
aquatic creatures are unlikely to survive 
the disaster. 

Dr Chandra, who had made a detailed 
study on this aHKct in 1991. said that 21 
specks of plants (several of them of the 
rare varieiy) and 25 species of animals 
were ct^npleiely wiped oui from the 
island during the earlier eruption. And a 
similar study relating lo biids revealed 


that only six species out of a total of 1 3 
varieties found in Barren Island surviv* 
ed (he 1991 disaster. 

This ti me it is uni i kely to be very diffe* 
rent. The island will once again beco* 
me barren." said a scieniisi Gcologisis 
fear (hat the renewed volcanic activity 
will kill many more birds. The large 
bats, commonly known as flying 
jackals, will be the most affected. 
Moreover, the high temperature of tlw 
water around Barren Island will 
dnve away the dolphins, 
shadts and other big fish 
from the area. 

Initially, there was 
some panic among fisher* 
men of rhe area. Their 
fear was that (he disturb* 
ance will seriously affect 
their catch. But. as Cujral 
pul it, "Barren Island is 
not a good fishing 
ground, so ri.shermcn 
don't really go there. 1 
don't think it is going to 
affect the fishermen 
much." And as for the 
env i ronmental fal I •out. 
Purushothaman. who is 
himself mtmitoring the 
whole situation closely, 
assured, "^lince the main* 
land (Pon BI al r) is 80 nau* 
tical miles away, the 
efleci on Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands is not 
going lobe much.". 

Scientists who visited 
the inland's western side 
have found that the entire 
area has been charred. 
But they are yet to go to 
(he eastern side, where 
(he damage is expected to 
be much more. Bui even 
though the volcani) has 
made news throughout 
(be country and has gene¬ 
rated much inlenesi 
among (he scientist com¬ 
munity, the people of 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands are ntit unduly 
womed. As U. Governor 
Purushothaman put it. 
"For the people here, this 
is nothing new. They 
know how in live with a 
volcano."* • 


G eologists fear that 
the^scenahu this lime 
will be no different. £vc> 
ryday since 11 January, 
the volcano has been 
dumping gallons of molt¬ 
en lava into the sea. 
Fishermen operating in 
the deep seas have repoa* 
cd that the waters arouitd 
Barren Island have beco¬ 
me extremely hot and 
dead marine creatures 
could be seen floating 
arou.id. According to Dr 
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"Tliere’ll be no elections" 


JKLF leader Yasin Malik on the situation in the Valley 


First impressions can often be decegh 
iive^ Tali fair arid handsome. 
2S-year-old IWm Malik does not really 
fit the imajie of a dreaded milirant 
leader. But over (he last five years, ths 
soft-.spoken chief of the Jammu and 
Kashmir iJberation Front (JKLF) has 
been leading (he struggle m the Valley. 
He has spent the last four years in jail 
and H'Ot released in May last year by the 
Centre. 

Yasin Malik was recently in Calcutta 
to attend a seminar on peace and coope¬ 
ration in South Asia. He talked to 
SVNOAY for a brief while just before 
emplaning for Srinagar via Oelhi 
Excerpts from the interview: 


Sunray: Whic b the 
pmeni ntanct of the 
Jemmu end Koahmlr 
Liberation Front 
(JKLF) with rcgerd to 
the %lBtus of Jemmu 
end Ktthmlr(J&K)? 
YuId MftJik: We siend 
for total independence of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
The JKLF wants a reunifi* 
cation of (he whole of 
J&K — the Pakistan' 
Occupired Kashmir and 
the Indian Kashmir. Both 
should be united into one 
state, which will exist as 
an independent sovereign 
state. 


Despite reports (o the contrary, the Improve? 
truth is that the JKLF b very much in the A: It is now entirely up to Rao to break 
scene and it is leading (he freedom move- the ice. One thing is clear: if he wants to 
ment in (he Valley. save the country from economic dis¬ 

aster. he has to solve the Kashmir imbro- 
Q: Do you think (hat the rise of new glio as fast as possible. 
mIQtant outfits like the L^shkar- 

e-Tayuba wUl dimlobh the ImporUA- Q: Can the Shimla Accord be used to 
ce of JKLF? solve the Kashmir crisis? 

Ai (SmiUs) No way. Lashkar is not a A: No. The ShimJa Accevd has no rtlev- 
threat to the JKLF. Whatever may be ance today. Koshmir is not a bilateral 
(heir strength or nature of suppon from issue, and this everybody has to realise, 
outside, the truth is (hat it is the people of As long as the aspirations of the Kashmi- 
Kashmir who will dccMe what they ri people arc unfulfilled, there will be no 
want and wlmn to a c ce pt We have com- solution to the Kashml r problem. 
plete support of dte peo^e In the Valley. 

No ouifii is a threat to us. Q: Soon after your release from Jail. 

« — 2K 7 —****** 

4 ASr u f I ' will try to unite all the 

I/j 'f ^ ,1 militant groups In (he 


will try to unite all the 
militant groups In (he 
Valley. How far have 
you succeeded? 

A: t am still trying to per¬ 
suade the difTcrem 
groups to unite. Tm «ure 
that I will Huccccd in due 
course. It is true that tlicre 
arc groups which want 
Kashmir ii) be with 
Pakistan, but it is the 
people who will finally 
decide what (hey want. 

\ Q: The security forces 
I clai m that they have .suc- 
S ceeded In containing 
i militancy in the Valley... 


ARer all. Kashmir was an indepen¬ 
dent state much before Pakistan and 
India got their independence. So. it b 
our birth right to have an independent 
Kashmir. 

Q: lo the last one year or so. the JKLF 
appears to be losing its aggressive 
edge. Why Is It so? 

A: That's absolutely wrong. The JKLF 
.represents the aspirations of the Kashmi- 
li people, ft is an outfit with a modem 
iflgtlook. It's (rue that our organisation 
ataned an armed struggle to achieve our 
goal, but we haven't t^cn up arms just 
for nathing. We are fighting for respect, 
dlfgitytnd (he honour of Ok Kashm iri s. 




JKIF leader Yasle Malik: -JAX wlH 
eibt» M ledepeedeirt state* 

Q: The central government seems to 
be preparing for elections Id Kash¬ 
mir. Do you think tbe time b ripe to 
hold polls in the state? 

A: Definitely not. 'fhere will be rK> elec* 
tkms i n the V^lcy. If the central govern¬ 
ment cries to i mposc elections, the Kash¬ 
miris will boycott (he perils. 

Q: Now that Prime Minister Narasim* 
ha Rao hai taken dtarge of Kashmir 
•ffilrs. do you think tbe situation will 


A: These are false reports. Actually, the 
Govemmeni of India is misleading their 
own people. Tbe Centre should realise 
that this is a popular muvemeni and spo¬ 
radic killings and arrests of a few milit¬ 
ant leaders are not going to solve the pro¬ 
blem. Such tactics will not bring peace 
in l&K. 

Q: Do you sincerely think that an inde- 
pendent Kashmir is a viable concept? 
A: Why not? The United Nations will 
guarantee our sovereign independent 
status. • 
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AAJIVSHUKLA 


The cotton scam 


But why is Narasimha Rao shielding the guilty minister? 


After the sugu* 
scam, it could well 
be labelled ihc cot¬ 
ton scam. Believe 
it or not. a 
member of Nva- 
iiimha Rao's 
net ha^ single- 
handedly pushed 
up the pnees of cat¬ 
ion In the domesiic market Kuw. you 
would axk? Simple. He has got his far¬ 
mer friends in Punjab lo hoard large 
quaniities of cotton. 

I'hc result has been 
that (he impoverished 
handloom weavers in the 
country arc up m arms 
ugaifl«i the textile mini* 
slcr This has angered tex¬ 
tile minister G Vcnkai Bjt ^ 
Swamy. who has already ■■ 
met ihc Pn n ic M i ni sie r to 
lodge j eoniplaint against Ml 
this senior Cabinet 
memher. 

Bui us luck would have 
il. the crisis wnhui ihc 
Congress party enipicd 
around this time and the 
erring miiin>(cr happened 
to he a staunch follower 
of Rao. Naturally, the 
Prime Minister thought it 
bej'i not to lake any action , 
against him. At lea.$l till 
the lime the crisis blows 

This senior Congress I 
leader and his family arc * 
involved ill ihi.s racket 
for a number of years now. Sources say 
^at many cotton fanners in Punjab have 
been hoarding their crop with ihe bless¬ 
ings of this minisier. .Some time back, he 
approached the textile minister with the 
request that cotton exports should be 
allowed. But Venkat Swamy turned 
down the plea on the ground (hat such a 
step would invariably jack up the cotton 
prices in the dumcsiic market, hitting the 
poor handloom weavers badly. 

Spumed, this Congressman asked his 


contacts in Punjab, the state where most 
of (be crop is grown. ui sun hoarding cot • 
ton . This immediaiely pushed up ihc sup¬ 
port prices of cotton by ISO per cent. 
Now. the Centre is planning to import 
cotton to tide over this umricial crisis. 

Interestingly, the lexiile commissKv 
ncr\ rcpi»ri on the issue has admitted 
that cotton*gn>wei> in Punjab are res¬ 
ponsible for (he scarcity. But he has 
pleaded helplessness in taking action 
against them. He has also made it clear 


In fact, the Centre has been losing hea¬ 
vily because of this Congressman. 
Already, ii has had to raise (he subsidy 
given to needy weavers from Rs 15 per 
kg of ccHton to Rs 20. Bui the Tamil 
Nadu chief mimster, iuyalalithu. is not 
happy with this: she wants the subsidy 
hiked by arKXher five rupees. 

But (he real damage that Ihe rise in cot¬ 
ton price is causing has to do with the 
linage ol the Kao regime. Already, (here 
is criticism that the economic policy of 
this govvmmem is anti-poor. In fact. 





One man has 
literally piished up 
the prices of 
cotton in the 
domestic market. 

As a result, 
thousands of poor 
handloom weavers 
all over the country 
are suffering 


that it would he impossihk to link the 
iKiardcrs to the said mimsicf in a court of 
law. 

Venkat Swamy then tned to convince 
Punjab chief vninister Heaiii Singh to 
crack down on the hoarders. But such is 
(he clout of the guilty Union minisicr 
that he has managed to keep Beam Singh 
away from the picture. Fed up w ith these 
developmenu. the textile minister is 
now planning to raise (he ixsue with the 
Prime Minister once again. 


many Congressmen genuinely believe 
that the party’s debacle in the recently* 
conclude Assembly cicciiuns in the 
.south had a iui to Ju with ihe ongoing 
jutiL'ess of economic liberalisauun. 

Now, Rao just cannix afford to let pri¬ 
ces of such commodities like cotton go 
up because ol the activities of a certain 
mmisier. He will have to act firmly and 
quickly if the PM is to salvage the 
situation. • 
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Understanding a week that could mark 
the beginning of the end 


he mood in New Dcihi wu^ 
eerily renumseem ot 1987 
when *incKhcr Congress IVimc 
Minister had Hnully taken 
action againsi another Thaktir 
dissident who had once been a minister 
in his Cabinet. Bui Na/asimha Raoisnoi 
Rajiv Gandhi and Arjun Singh is not 
V.P. Singh. And if history seemed lobe 
repeating itself in 1995. it was n<K clear 
whether i 1 was as tragedy ot as farce. 

Certainly, the aetual press eoiilervnce 
at which Arjun Singh's suspension was 
announced was larctcal. The AM India 
Congress Commitiee tAlCC') general 
secretary, Junardhun Poojary, tnid a 
hostile media that Singh had been sus- 
pended but refused to be more tonhcHim* 
ing on the reasons for the aciion. 

When pressed, he final* c 

ly accused Singh of mak- 
ing his difTerences with 
the party president 
public. Even as Poojary 
expressed indignation 
over Singh's willingness 
to release his resignation 
letter to the press, an 
Alee minion scurried 
around handing out cop¬ 
ies of Poojary s letter to 
Arjun Singh. Nobody in 
the Congress thought this 
waa atdl Ironic. 

But, the suspension 
had been coming for a 
while. In the immediate 
aftermath of Arjun 
Singh's resignation, 

Nara^imha Rao had react* 
ed aomnambuliuically. 


But in curiy January, pressure frcmi the 
hawks in his grtniphad rmninicd. Nearly 
all wanted Rut> to expel Singh 

IniiiaNy. the Prime Mmistei display* 
vd his iradilional relwciaTKC to uke any 
decivivc action. He was nm encouraged 
by the I act ihul many CongrcsMiK'n — 
including Shurad Pawur, Rayesh Pilot 
and Oigvijay Singh — hud made puhiH' 
MaienK*niN in support of Aiyun Singh's 
agenda. Then Ih^ was tlw .Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi factor. Was she lac illy backing 
.Singh*’ And if she wa>. then did he have 
the guts to oppose her? 

Finally, it was a speech delivered hy 
A rjun S i ngh i ii Bantla on 22 J anuary that 
prccipitaied events Launching his usual 
attack oil the party's policies, Singh 
accuKd the leadership of 'running 


uway' from realities, 

For some reason, this hit Rao where 
it hurt. That very evening, he resolved to 
lake aciion against Singh. The next day, 
when he flew to Calcutta to inaugurate 
the new airport turminal, Rao was unu¬ 
sually beMigerent. denying that he had 


Naraslmha Rao with Arjua Singh: their relations have reaohod the point of no rotom 













ever run away from anything <inil ikcKa* 
red. "It my critics whu urc running 
ewny from reuiiiy." 

Thai unchuructerisiic outburst Mig< 
gChlCil lhai action wa.s imminent. And 
cenuin^y. no sooner had the Prime Mini¬ 
ster returned to Delhi, 4>n the evening of 
23 January, than the amfabu I aliens 
began. 

Pwijary. Pranab Mukherjee und addi¬ 
tional soliciior-general DevenJn 
Dwivedi were summrmed lo Race Cour¬ 
se Road. Madhya Pmdesh chief minister 
Digvijay Singh was asked to he ready lo 
meet the Prime Minister at short notice. 
And a special plane wis sent to 
Lucknow to fetch iitendru Prasad who 
continues as Rao's poliiical secretary in 
addilion to his new responsitHliiy as 
head of the U »ar Pradesh Congress Com- 
miHec(UPCC), 

Rao told the gathering that he had 
decided lo act. But keeping in mind the 
legal posit ion« he was not going to expel 
Singh. Instead, he would first suspend 
him from primary membership of the 
Congress and then ask the discipiinary 
action committee (DAC> to throw him 
out. 


The Coiip«ss Working 
Committee met at 
Narasimha Rao’s Race 
Course Road residence. 
The Rao camp hoped to 
drum up support for the 
Prime Minist^ here, but 
ns members hadn’t 
reckoned with N.D. 

4 

Trwari’s intransigence 


The meeting broke up late on the 
ni^l or23 January and everybody reali¬ 
sed that action would be taken soon. 

B y the morning of 24 January, news 
of Singh's imminent suspension 
had leaked. Rac*» men had made 
arrangements to ensure a favourable pre¬ 
ss. An old pi an wherry the Pri me Mini¬ 
ster was going to reply to all the allega¬ 
tions was junked and it was decided that 


Rao would give an interview to PTl ui 
10.00 am. The news agency would be 
asked to enibargt> the interview till the 
suspension wasannouiKcd and Di>ordjr- 
shaft would carry excerpts fruni ii in its 
evening news bulletin. 

By noon, all of Delhi knew what was 
cuming Arjun Smgh Wits in Madras and 
found that his phone would not Mop 
ringing. Characteristically, he carefully 
draficd his siatemeni before the ciffietul 
announcemeni and took care hi pack ii 
with the p^iruNCs that he has mailc his 
own: "Ca^icious and arbitrary aetkin ... 
entered this great organisation with the 
blessings of Pandit Juwaharlal Nehnr', 
etc., eic. 

At 4 pm, the bricfmg loom in the 
AiCC headquarters al 24 Akbur Koud 
was packed with journal Isis and 1*V 
crews. In view of ihie momentous iiuiun’ 
of the new s. Kao had despatched «i heavy • 
weight team lo brief the press. In addi¬ 
tion to Poojary. their were two other 
general secretaries, Meira Kumur and 
Sushi] Kumar Shindc, political adviser 
Jitendra Prasad, deputy spokesman 
Madan Bhatia and all purpose factotum 
Pranab Mukherjee. 


•UMMTS MSniwyim 
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Mllivvita Everybody wfao baft toMwl te 
diftffictt uyi Alt aaci'Coo^tfts fediof M 
raoftij^ veiy hi|b ai^ (bat Sharad Nwhtt 
londeMuftHfiv. 

Bot Midiarasbn has certain ipedii iMn. 
For a ttut. it is a Kite RbencbaOppodlioi 
htt never ever office. Tba Con^w' 
worn perfornsMce waft it dM lMick«ite 
when II wasafewaesiibwiafaoi^edly.A 

nroof ia wMin MateaMa 
fuaramaea TO-aO Haft in aHoMC#2tl. 
number!. Moreover, PMfWaaldahte > 
fiaanoni aai ertad \n^pm(km la J laib^ v 
wbowiDJoiahimabooldheberiiortefa *“ ' 
n»icMty. 

If iM Co^w doai nte. B Witt be Hodb 
aad|o. 


•4nts Had CMoMttAifiad 
(ben bis 7aiutt DaKO) olgie bavMnod tome 
dunce, Botoow hit party itJn Aamy and 
the Coagrea u diviM ido wuiiae teioaL 
Logic dktatos thB the BJP «ill coma 
power btf Con gi e mn en coorfoct from 

two factors: COB, the EJP M badly »the 
leceot mwttc^Md ekctioiu Old two, It bat as 
many diBideass at the OoikfM. 


MMr Hute if no CongsMt oarty ae nch in 
Uhv. SoevHi dutnoai <Swwd opeboiH 
doeiB^ Icreeee any dunce of cosniag ID 
offioa. neCniveM* on^dga blackhutn 
Bid taiSy cegudacd* 

MMOourdly rbetened aa the one laie 
■itaoibaCoogMhM a good dunce. The 
Iwnrn b a d r ) eyndeo B waioatdfatgu 
c^rkiouft nsle of 8 lju PBOitti a^ die pen^o 
beginning to gd its act tofethcr. 


mmtm fnmm Most peopte don't 
realise that the seven north'eBani stales send 
25 MPs to the Loit Sabha and provide the 
Couvreeswiihasotid bkKkofaifpct%.Tbey 
gie tinaffeded by the party *1 nattond 
BffjUbtlri oiiffiiimbaffoi li rndBlniend 
vkaerytoAituu^ . //• 


The AJCC needn'i have bothered with the he^vywcighix 
As soon It became clear dwt the mood o1 the press hosti¬ 
le, the others let pooi Poojary face the barrackmi alone Sus- 
hii Kumar Shinde gnnned at his acquaimanccs. Meim Kumar 
pretended that she wasn i there and Pranab Mukherjec stared 
inlcnUy at hh p^s Only Jiiendra Prasad made a icnlaiive 
artempi at supporting Poojary before the AlCC team scurried 
out of the press conference 

If the bnefing was hardly a tnumph the much-trumpeted 
ifttervicw was a damp squih Rau was charaLteiisiically 
Mand. said nothing of ccmsequencc and managed to simulta 
neovsly announce no new decisions while denying that he 
was indecisive There was no reference to ihe Raiiv Gandhi 



m 



assassination one of Singh s key issues And though Doordar- 
shan faithfully earned his response on the Icrronst and Dis¬ 
ruptive Activities fPrevenuon) Ast (TADA) this amounted 
to, "We ire examining the matter 

Nor was (here the anticipated surge of support WhenArjun 
Singh resigned, ministers vied with each otlier to issue state 
menis backing the Prime Minister This time around, ihere 
waanosuchsuige The Cabinet sqmJ nothing And of the chief 
ministers, only the embauled K Karunakaran Naid anything at 
aJl Sharad Pawar was finally pushed into suggesting that 
Sirgh had crossed the i^kshman trkho And Sukh Ram was 
sjppnriive 

CXhcr wi se the only rujl publii. Kicki ng c amc 1 1 om Madhy,* 
Pradesh V C bhukla who has done so much to alienate 
Soma Gandhi from Narasimha Rao. wcUomed the move 
while his brother s supporters disinbuteJ sweets in Bhopal 
And Madhaviao Scindia Huck to his old stand of attacking 
Suigh for making his differences with (he Prime Minister 
puNic 

If Rao was worried that the bulk of his sXipporters were 
either m>*hopers or has-beens, he did not show it His men 
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6xu)(ed overa siatemcni from Jagannaih Mishra who b abiHii 
to lead ihc Congress to defeat in Bihar. And were delighted by 
similar suppon from Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy who nuiugcd 
the same feat in Andhra two months ago. 

But beneath the statements and bype. there was a real 
change in the political equatic^s. After four weeks of sleep¬ 
walking. Narasimha Rao had finally taken some action. 

P ut of the hurry to take action against Smgh had to do with 
the imminent arrival ol South African Presidem Nelson 
Mandela. Though Mandela arrived on the evening of 24 Janu* 
ary —just a.s Poojury and company were scunying oui of the 
briefing — the flrsi pan of his trip wa.'k unofTi' 

P Mapress 

conference 
attended by eudi 
leaders as 
Jttendra Prasad, 
Pranab Mukher)ee 
and Janardhan 
Poofaiy, the latter 
announced that 
Arjun Singh had 
been suspended 

^ .from the primaiy 

membenhipof 
the partr, even 
f as copies of ttie 

^ ..f relevant letter 

^ . were distributed 

to assembled 
journalists 


■ . ■ 
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Probable 

scenarios 


o hc H a paT 

ULfba hippeitt ite the Assembly etociion rtaultt 
WWcttfeeifi? Medtdepeadi on wha these lesuJaeie 
tike. Broedly.ihagntfaredpossibilities: theCoogreu 
wu» Mehcnabn end OriiM; k wins ekber 
Matanshtn or Onm; it lows every where (except 
Arunechel ftidesh which is not enough in 

die powv seek). 

U te CoQgros w«4 Maunshn iod Orissi. ihe 
cenvoKionnl wisdom Is fh« hkresimha Rao mey 
actutily strengthen hk position. IVdlssidenu wUI 
have diftoity in pomiyHig as • vote*loMr. 

1)0ufh» if ShitfidPaw V hns a subsUmiei Bujority ihgR 
he might tnikn i bid to topple Rno. 

IftheCongfesaonly 
WBtsiaMnharaebirt. ‘ 
tbe&RnoU certainly is 
ttDabie.PawnrwiU 
attQMcannialy stsice 
Msdkmandevcokfhe 
doesn't topple JUOi be 
will tact Um so give tip 
IbeCongreas 
piendescy.lf kooiy 

wins in Orisat. then . 

Pawv's candidacy if in 
trouble, and Narnsifiiha 
Rao might dniin that i _ 

things are notbadenough^MR hll tctlni l^SlidlM > 

to justify a change* ttiiMIltfWtIl 

wM-caae sceaano has the Congreit losing 
evaywbeie.*l]i dtttcaK» H is hard to see how 
Nmsodtt Rao could survive. 

NmdfflhiRaoiscoofidcntthatthe worst^case . 
scenaookftf’fetched *nKiBC«sbe^ syodroiAe wdl' 
work in fivow of the Omgmi in Orissa and it is banho' 
believe ttaiai ante a poUik^ opemor as Shaiad Pawar 
will £low KUiaraitaM to sltptbsvfhhu fingeeaem ^ 
if be has to purchaae I majeeity. 

ITmiflte wins three states (Otima.Mahar84i(ta 
and Amaphal) and only loses in die two states where , 
meCoogresshix iJready been written oR(Bibir and 
Gujarat), be an daim that he has performe d cteditaMy. 

AU ^ this* of come, te pore speculation. The last 
titDeereundnearlyeveryb^-<-po)teMr8.lbeIBaiid ' 
poBticiansgot the reiuhs wrong. Sethis time, 
nobody U willbig ID place any bets on the outcome. 
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The 10 Jani^th 
factor 


The presence of 
vice-president 
K.R. Phirayanan 
at various 
Gandhi family 
functions was 
taken to indicate 
that Sonia would 
support his bid 
as a compromise 
candidate for the 


For the time beb«, Sonia Gandhi 


F or the iMt sin mornKs, as rrittiom between? Race 
Count Road and 10 Janpath have plummeted. 
Naraiumha Rao has done his best to pretend ihat there 
are no differences between Sonia Gandhi and him. Last 
fonnighi. he finally abandoned the effort when he 
udud Arjun 5in^ horn the Congress without 
checking with her. And now, the Prime Minister's 
cemp i s talking of an open battle. 

At the best of times, ii is difficult to work out 
Son ia feel %. Clearly, she is di Mali sfied with the pace of 
enijuiries into the Rajiv a$.sasNinaiion. is annoyed by the 
government's attem^ to blackmail her over ^fors and 
feels let down by Rao Bui how far will she go in 
backing the disaident5? 

More to the point: j^— 
how far can she go? The 
Narasimha Rao camp 
calculates that Sonia 
only has power if she 
cho^s not to exercise 
it. The moment she 
openly intervenes in 
politics, she becomes a 
target and all the 
propaganda ^xxjt the 
Italian connection will 
come back to haunt her. i 
Hence, Rao's current 
strategy. He believes JipK^ 
that he can act pretty 

much as he warns, _ 

secure in the knowledge 

that to oppose him. Sonia would have to 

come out into the c^ien and risk persema) attacks. 

Meanwhile, the government will make some 
concessions to her agenda. It will take action agama the 
civil servants who denied sectmey to Rs^v, will play 
down Bofors and will reiterate its regard for Rajiv's 
legacy. Rao regards these as acceptable compnaiHses 
that do not detract from his position 
What Sonia will do next remains to be seen. Wbai ia • 
interesting is that every fence-stua io the CMgieo— 
fromDigviii^Singhto A.K. Antony—now says thtt 
he is aettbar with Rao nor Aijun; be is with Sonv^l^All 
md continues, then Rao could be in trouble. / r 


minMerehip If 
Ruoweretogo 


V cial. Only on 25 Januaiy 

V did the ollicial vjsii 

begin. And Rao was keen 
\ ^ TO get the unplea'vuni poll* 

. ^ A ^i^^l business out of the 
way before thal. 

As it turned out. even Mandela's visit provided grist lor the 
gossip mill. On the afiemoon of 25 January, be delivered the 
Rajiv Gandhi Menrohal lecture at Jawahar Bhavan. The func* 
lion was organised by Sonia Gandhi »o Congrei^^men turned 
out in fwce. 

Sonia sho%ved no indication of what was on her mind even 
though the entire Cabinet was in attendance. Nevertheless, 
Congressmen were quick to note that Narasimhu Rao had nut 
been invited to the furtciion. Though the external affairs mini- 
siry later clarified that it had limited the number of funcikms 
to which Martdela and the Prime Minister could be invited 
together. Congressmen thought it significant that Sonia was 
not appearing on the some platform as Rao. 

CharKteristically, they read much signifrcunce rnio the 
choice of vice-president K.R. Narayanan, who presided over 
the funcHon. Was he the compromise candidate whom Sonia 
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State of flux 


Ma di ga P r adwt Mm toep 
Rm aad Aijm Stuck KUMilng 

C oo m y to wtai Delhi Kkes id believe* it isn't 
Nnicnhi IUd who mafim io Madhva Pn^ 


^#NralcRhi Rid who mafim io Madhya Pndesh. It 
is Uk faccioQal bMle between the ShukU brothers and 
Ai}b& Siagbldyiitiiu Ite doeuMM the state 


Over the Ust year, this toemrio has been 
o e ii p tic<K<l by (toe mtecy of two entwbile Aijun 
loyriiM miiusttr aad envirvunent 

mifliMer KikdiJ Nash-^to awev aflegiMce to 
Nanaimha Rao while stifi opposing the Shuklas and 
ffiDMiuig afactioo that was founded by Aijun Singh. 

Wbeo Ajjun Singb was suspended. ^ Shuklas 
Mghi ID eapM this contradiction. Tltey claimed 
Aetory fdri^ faction and suggested that Digvijay 
^qgb would aiao be sacked 
Difvi^y md Naih went into a huddle with their 

lapoMstf K«h's 
CtoMwada 

coQMstueDcy.they 
^nddynaedthatto 
bed apintf Aijuo 
would be io pUy into the 


would bock? When Narayanan, who is nomutly a sharp and 
witty speaker, chose to drone on ai length about his links with 
assorted members of the Nehru*Gandhi family, the conspi* 
racy theorists treated this as vindication. 

Through it all. Atjun Smgb was in Bangalore, busy trying 
lu stir up dissent within the Karnataka Congress. Initially, the 
visit had promised fireworks. Before Sink's arrival, over a 
100 Congressmen had gathered at former deputy chief mini' 
ster. S.M. Krishna’s residence. They had toyed with the idea 
of pass! ng a resolution. a.O:ing Rao and Singh to bury their dif¬ 
ferences for the sake of (he p^y. 

In the present climate, any conciliatory siatemeni —especi¬ 
ally one that places Rao and Singh on par — is seen as an 
attack on the Prime Minister who expects Congressmen to 
urge him to boot Arjun Singh out of the party Foruiikately for 
Rao, the statement was still being considered when Singh was 
suspended and nobody went on the recc^. 

Cautious Karnataka Congressmen adopted a wait- 
and*watch policy and avoided Singh. However, several dis* 
gruntled elements — (hose who had been denied tickets or 
had lost (hei r seat s i n last year's eleciHin—did manage (o can 

euNOAv 1 


l yj nw ifcwdwnm 

plt^ OB both leaders WnfWHtiWirfclOBlt 
ad Co tiog dte pnias of Sonia Gandhi. ”1 
am ooty with 10 JtDpeth." Digvijay told Sunday. 

Tbia pobhioo represents a setback for Rao who 
b^eved, whea At^n Singh resigned, dtai Digv^ay and 
Nilto were CO his aide. While neither man has backed 
AjjBD Singh opealy. there has not been one word of 
su^on forNarasto^ Rao. And in the jment climate, 
pr ui e ami otttofloy^ to Soaia are seen irtdirect 
na^onfUo. 

D^vijay is bolding out for bigger stahes. He believes 
thatif (be Congress faces electoral defeats in March, 
then be would be ont of the few chief ministers left in 
die party. At that suge. he would function as kingmaker 
and have a ay in choosing the next leader. He is 
ttthkdy CO duow away that adwtage by committing 
Idinaetf to dthce facdM preautmely. 
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10.000 peof^e u> a public meeting addressed by Singhs 
Amnag (he organisers was D.K. Shivkumv who had been 
denied a ucket bui had won as an Independent at (he last 
eleciioA, 

Utter, at a dinner meeii ng at Hotel Harsha. Arj un Singh con* 
fabulaied with such mid-level leaders as K.H. RanganaU). 
once an asiHfant for (he chief ministehhip and S.N. Yahya. a 
former minister. Hont of these people were great Singh sup* 
poners. Bui they were all against Rao and former chief mini- 
^ Vcerapptt Moily. And in Singh, (bey had found a natural 

W haihasAijuB Sin^ictually done that rsaobad ptHOi. 

that hedeaeives fo be expel led? When Janardhan _ , . , ^ . 

PooUry briefed tfie dims about Singh’s suspension, he T“'- ^1“ '^""‘"8 the panem 

But the AlCC finaliy pn^uced its reasons io a 
diarge*4beet that was so angrily drafted that 
Congressenen felt obliged to explain that an agitated 
Narasimha Rao had written it himself on bis persorul 
computer. Certamly. ibe language was vintage Rao. 

Who else uses such words and phrases as adumbrated, 
debiljtabDg, iiI*coMcdved vituperarica. siw ^ua non, 
sugg€siio fills* and supprtssh wn? 

The charges i , • 

themselves read more 

like (he work of a man \\ 

who was finaily giving 

veot to the anger he had - ' . 

suppressed for many ' 

years than the work of a 

disciplinary committee. Cm 

Sample:'Tbe more the iSU 

PM gave you v v flTO 

tmponance in his ^ \ •ri 

sincere bid to maintain .VlT'C 

unity m the Congress. tf • i H 

the more you did to * 

become a law lUHo { 

yourself.'Or, "You 

indulged in *w 

iJl-conceivcd iiTWTIbJl 't 

vituperation against the leader hoiding bim alone 
responsible for every temporary setback.” 

Shorn of Che rhetoric (the legakse was ^iparently the 
comributiOT of Deveodra Dwivedi, the ad^ooal 
solfcitor^general). (he charges amounted to attacking 
Narasimha Rao time and again and of raising the Rajiv 
Gan^i assassinaticn issue. 

None of this was very convincing. If Aijun Singh had 
really been doing oil this for months, then why wait four 
weeks after be resigned before taking any acdon? Small 
woodff then that Singb was aMe to sneenogly dismiss 
d)e charges« being 'delightfully vague*. 

Bot then, having got it all off his chest, pvhaps 
Naraundta Rao felt better after he drafted this 
cto^-iheei. So, at least it served a ther^Muiic '. , 
purpoae. if nothing else. / ( 


Angry old nran 


RMlMhMOiiCatkdun SInfh intb* 
dUfSB-ttMOt 


In nearly every state, the rebels found a rallying point in 
Singh. In Maharashtra, rejected lickel aspirants founded an 
Aijun Congrevs and former deputy chicfmmiMcrN.K. Tirpu* 
decameout openly inhi» support. In Rajasthan, former chief 
ministei. Shiv Charan Maihur who has his own problciTiii 
with the leadership, hacked Sirtgh. 

In some states, hi" support was more widespread. In Tamil 
Nadu, a hcfly chunk of the Congress party headed by recently* 
deposed Tamil Nadu Pradesh Congress Committee (TNPCC) 
chief. V. Rarruununhy, openly criticised Rao. In Kerala. A.K. 
Anluuy's public ciiikism of ihc FYime Minisier Aijun 
Singh (he support of (he dissidents. In UP. (he bulk of (he 
UPCC rallied behind S'.D. T iwari and Sin^. 

And in Madhya Pradesh, where Rao had counted cm margi¬ 
nalising Singh, (he leadership suffered a huge setback when 
chief minister Digvijay Singh's ambigtious siaiemcnts sug¬ 
gested a hitherto unsuspected level of support for Arjun Singh. 

What intrigued political observers was that all (his .sup* 
pon was bei ng expressed at a time of uncenai nty. What ha^^ • 






ned if (he Congress fared bed ly in (he fonhcoming Asscn^ty 
election^^? Surely, even more support would be fonhcoming. 

I f any of this struck Narasi mha Rao. then he took care to con* 
ceai i( from his supponers Biiarrely, (he mood in the Prime 
Minister’s camp was smug and complacent. Narasimha Rasa’s 
men believed that Singh’s revolt had failed because su few 
*Congressmeo had come out openly to his favour. It did not 
seem to have occurred to them that many were just wailing for 
(hi teiults of the Assembly elections. 

Certainly, Rao acted as though he had won a major victory. 
When a minister asked him whetkxr he had consulted Sonia 
Gandhi about (he suspension, Rao was dismissive and urged 
him not to worry so much about 10 Janpath' "I don't worry. 
Why do you?" And his camp followers were full of bluster 
about having called Sonia Gandhi's blufr . 

It was the kind of bravado Ihai could only work as long as 

Congressmen were sul) in wait‘and'watch mode. On 
RepubI i c Day. Narasimha Rao and Sonia Gandhi landed up at 
the same function: the President's tea. Eager Congressmen 
craned their necks to see i f they would greet each other warmly 
In the event, nohtxly wa.s warm utanybody. Sonia acknow- 
ledged Nanisimha Rao with u cun namuMr and then busied 

Rao vented his anger 
against Arjun Singh 
in the charge-sheet, 
which he personally 
drafted, but he faiM 
to address the issues 
that Singh had 
raised, including the 
matter of the 
investigation into the 
Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination 



1 •, 

Rooting for Rao 

M the Prima MIoMei'a men 

One of die iisadvmtet^ vfbeinz umilUng to 
anybody is Aat nobody is wiUing to kefp you when you 
are in rroubU. This iso UumthatNorosimha Roc U 
teaming the hard £vefl so, the Prime Affrurrer 
does have a group of advisers who ere guiding him in 
this battle. They bicksde: 

Pnsab MiMifiM: A political lightweight would 
have difficulry m winning cmumcipal election in hit 
native Bengal, Mukherjee'i two tellingpoincs were hia 
closeness to 10 Janpath end bis drafting ability. 
However, since Soiua Gandhi has given his 

marching orders am) lUo baa furad dcdoglM own 
drafting, his utility » dubious. 

Mimftnh CMimdl: 

An amiable. 

ideally •obscure MP 
fhtm Rajasthan, he is 
Rao’s minister of state 
and has had the 
shrtwdnes.s to ingratiate 
himself with those close 
to (he Prime Minister. 

His sdvice is 
unekccpilonal. if 
inoftensive. 

suqRising itcetu 
entrant into the inner ••WHWOilOdWgiW 
inner circle; he bas recommended a bard line on 10 
Janpath. 



herself with iniroducing her family lo Nelson Mandela. Rao 
was hi!) wtuaJ charmless self and made no effort (o engage in 
conversation with anyone. 

Aijun Singh, just hack from Bangalore, entered iriuaiively. 
Ignored Nardsimha Rao, did not catch .Sonia's eye and wait^ 
for Congressmen id come and say hello. Afrer a few fal^ 
siaas. ^me MPs worked up the courage in try and approach 
him. But nobody was willing to initiate very much in the way 
of social intercourse with anybody. 

li wa.s much ihe san>e story ai the Indira Gandhi Mcmcaiol 
Trust function lo honour Trevor H\»ddlcsiDne. Though Aijun 
Singh stayed for the tea, he stuck to K R. Narayanan (who. 
Congressmen pointed out. is lummg up with incfvasing 
frequency at Gandhi family functions) and stayed out of Soni¬ 
a's way. 

O n 27 January, Namsimha Rao busied himscir wuh hts per¬ 
sonal computer and entered a chargC'Shcei against Arjun 
Singh. As an indicimeni of Arjun Singh's behaviour, it was 


Bbtivi RlM Rail He waa close to Rajiv Gandhi so 
Rau used him to dfscitdic Aijun Singh. Since then, his 
utility has reduced and he has mossed to the fringes of 
ihe inner circle. 

JMrAH Pw)vg: Well^neaning Karnataka politico, 
wbo cheers Namsimha Rao on in hi s battles without 
really contributing anything of substance. 

K. KanMkarwR Stoned out a& a symbol of Rao's 
support in die south but as his own position has 
weakened, has become something of a liabi lity. 

MHtii Lafr The Haryana chief minister wants stability 
so That be can continue and has vickwsi y act acked Arjun 
Singh at party gatherings. 


T» 
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pretty meaningless. But the lone of the missive demonsiraicd 
quite how angry the Prime Minister was. 

For a d)ange. he gave vent to his feelings and did not shield 
behind the bland language of his other pfx^nouncements. 
*T^re is 00 issue which you have not distorted to bring disre¬ 
pute 10 the party and the leader...You have been a constant 
source of decnondisation and confusion. No one ever prevent* 
ed you from suggesting new schemes...however, you never 
thought of doing so and instead busted yourself with denigra¬ 
tion of the policy...you have only tried to generate with ynur 
hind‘sighted diatribes fsjc>. a sense of guili and failure in the 
minds of the Congress ranks, at least temporarily until everyo¬ 
ne is able to sec throu^ the siniegy." 

It is unprecedented for a formal letter, signed by the head of 
the disciplinary action committee to adopt such an angry per¬ 
sonal lone. Even the language was typically Rao\. A bemus¬ 
ed Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy puitzJcd over the draft when he 
was ask^ io sign it and finally asked somebody to explain the 
dt^icuU words lu him "m case somebody asks me any ques* 
lions about iC. 

On 28 January, Arjun Singh was in Trivandnirn, trying to 
destabilise K. K^nakaian. when this letter was faxed to him. 
Kis immediate respon se was lo note that the I) AC had J i spen • 
sed with the usual lime period and given him just four days to 
reply. 

As he wrote in a leticr to Narasimha Rao. he had infoiinc J 


tightrope 


i t was V.p. Singh who prided hlma^on hia 
managernent of contradict]on&. but Nmireha Rio 
put up 0 fair performance io his own right wbea he lem 
out two diff^ni signals io the aftermaih of ihie 
ewe (neeiingon29 Januvy- 
0nlhett)6hand« ihe Congress inatiucted its 2B 
MLAs not to support (he Muliyim Singh government 
inUF;ontheo(hff, it also decided thMh would abstain 
in a no-confidence motiofl and allow bint to twive. 

Predicubly, this did not please Nanis Dutt Tiwari 
and the disal^nu who went ahead widt a maun 
against Yadav. "Why should I call erff anything when 
they have only with^awn support without (iking any 
action?*' Tiwari asked Sunday. 

Fwhispari. ”* ~ 

Mulayam has adopted a r, | j 

clever strategy to h / I || 

distinguish between 4 

Tiwari and the rest of I 

the Congress. He says [ J I 

that Tiwari is a BJP ^ 

agent and supports 

upper castes while The HHpV ^ 4 

Congress (read 

Narasimha Rao; is with 

him because of bis 

support for backwards p j 

and Muslims. j ^ 

There is something to 
this. Certainly, a 

Congress headed by ^ 

Tiwari can only ho^ to v , 

win a few upper caste 

votef* — 

Mulayam is an accomplished tightrope walker. A 
few mondis ago. he papered over a potentially 
dangerous split with his allies io the Bahujan Samaj 
Party (6S?) and he has survived Tiwari* s opposhion 
for several months now. 

But idunild a dismissal seem imminem, he will t^ 
preemptive action and repeal whai he did io 1991; 
dissolve the Assembly ai^ call electione. He redcom 
that he will win but even if he does not—and in 1991, 
he lost — he will sit out a period in Oppoaitioo. 
confident that he wilt return. 


In a bid to keep N.D. 
Tiwari happy, and 
away from Ailun 
Singh, Rao 
announced that the 
Coi^ress would 
withdraw support to 
the Mulayam Singh 
governing in Uttar 
Pradesh, though it 
would abstain in a 
no-confidence 
motion against it 


Poojary that he would not be in Eldhi from 28 January u> I 
February. *1 was a little suiprised therefore, when (he DAC 
chose to give me preci.rely these four days to send m> reply 
This could be a coincidence also but it is loo much of a 
coincident...' 

Singh lermed the charge-sheet a mere formality, prel im I iia* 
ry to his expulsion. Pressing home the advantage, he wrote. 
'In case you have personally already decided to take some 
action without waiting for a reply from me, you can certainly 
act as you deem fit. Permit me. however, (o say that even if a 
personal vendetta against rtte has to be canied lo a conclusion 
somehow, even then at least a minimum ol*decency and some 
regard for nai ural justice may be displayed .**. 

The point was well-taken and A.K. .Antony, a memb^ of 

- ■ awttv* •irw.vwyiM 
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the DAC. immediately wrote io Reddy asking that Singh be 
granted rmve time. he pomied out. Singh was entitled to a 
fonnighi to pen his reply. "However,* he said, Congress 
Working Committee (CWC) can reduce the period of notice. 
The CWC has nc4 met and taken a decision in this regard.' 

The end rcMilt was that the impression gained ground that 
Rao was so angry that he was hell-bent on cipelllng Singh 
without observing (he provisions of (he Congress’ 
constitution. 

T he issue came upon 29 January when the working commit¬ 
tee mei at Nantsimha Rao's Race Course Road residence. 
It had been intended to use the CWC meeting to drum up sup- 
port for Rao*i position. Accordingly, chief mimsters had be^ 
invited and the Rao camp had workol out its agenda 
The key element of Rao's strategy was to separate N.D. 
T iwan from Arjun Singh. Accordingly, the Congress presi¬ 
dent a.vked llie working comniitiee to ratify his decision to 
withdraw support to the Mulayam Singh Yadav government. 
As this was u long-standing demand from Tiwari and the 
UK'Ck Ruo's men hoped that the veteran UP leader svould be 
pleased en< )Ugh to moderate his support for S ingh. 

Rul 1 iwari was in no nuHid to relent. He welcomed the with¬ 
draw ul of support but argued ihat it did (km go far erKHigh 
because the Congress was unwilling to vote against Yadavon 
a no-conAdence motion. Moreover, he publicly expressed his 


disapproval of the action taken against Singh. 

To Rao's dismay, few Congreicsmen were witling to take 
Ti wari on at I he meeting. The CWC had sal around for an hour 
because K, Karunakrjan's flight wa.s late. (By some coinci' 
dcnce. Karunakuran and Arjun Singh returned to Delhi from 
Trivitndrum by ihc same High! They exchanged terve hellos 
and not much more.) But even Kaninakaron was unwilling to 
tear into Tiwari. 

And Antony (»nce again raised the issue <A the inadex)uate 
notice given to Arjun Singh. He was backed by Ahmad Patel, 
Digvijay Singh and Tiwari. Rao did not defe^ the four-day 
deadline hut said that he would consider an extension until 6 
February, as demanded by Singh. 

Despite the inconclusive nature of thexe djscu&.sions. AlCC 


The importance 
of being NDT 

NartsMia Rm b wmaiq; Um UP 
itnNigniaii 

T he key elernem id Namiroha Rao's 

cnsts-mvttgetnem strategy has been to separate 
Aijua Si Dgh aod N. D. TI w«h. On 29 JanuAjy, he AneUy 
acceded to Thvan' s foog-standing demand to withdraw 
lopport to the Mulayan Singh Yadav government in 
UStf Pradesh. lYie motive was (ogive Tiwari a 
race<saver for moderating his eariier opposition to Rao. 

By aow. Rao has tried nearly everything to win over 
Tiwari. He offered him the foreign mioutership but was 
luroed down. As Tiwari poi nts out. there is no Rajya 
SMa election due till 1996 so he couldn't have 
oonrinued as minister for longer than six months even if 
be had accepted Rao's offer 

To this, the Prime 
Minister re spemded 
with a formula whereby 
Dinesh Singh would 
resign his Haryana seat 
in return for a 
presiderKiBl nomination 
totheRaJye Sabha 
Tiwari could then take 
Dinesh's seal. But the 
Seshan factor posed an 
obstacle (o this solution. 

At the CWC meeting 
on 29 J anuary. Ti wari * s 
attitude made it clear 
that he was in no mood * 
tobe wonovCT He 
complained 
about the manner of 
Arrun Singh's 
suspensioiv. 

His strategy is to rtgister his opposition to Rao 
wrthoui crossing the Lakshman rekha. He believes that 
this will allow him to emerge as the obviouv alternative 
in March should the Congress do badly in the Assembly 
elttlkmx. At (hai stage, widt Arjun Sin^ having been 
expelled, it would be a sought TiwarvPawar Aght. 

Ifhemakest^with Rao now, then he will be 
endorsing the Prime Mfutfer's podtion and wiU 
comproousehii poddonaianahemitive atthat 
hmeiure. Heoca. the measured but coosisteut 
opposition to Narasimha Rao. 
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In a fix 


f 


ta Karate, Rao hM to chooM iNrtwMa 
KaronakaraN aad Antony 


N nsitteha Rjo nuy or nuy mx te a Prime Minisicr 
'tihoii HvinionbomwedciiTie.ButtberetiDo 


is living on borrowed tune. But tbere » do 
doubt that Kerala'i K. Karumkaran is a lame duck 
chief minister has no chance of returning to power 

at (he next election, due In 1996. 

List formighc, Kanuudcaran came perilously cloee to 
being toppled. The Congress's panners in the UDF 
coalition (the MosUm League tad the Kenla Congress) 
met Rao m Delhi and Uueatened to withdraw suppon to 
the govern mg p t. 

Kanmakaran'i own partymen were also ready to 
dump bin. Both A.R. AMotiy and Oommeo Gundy 
are active m their oppoaidon to the chief minister. Last 
fortnight. Arjun Sin^ tfrived in Triverubum to a 
tuoraliuous welcome from the dissideots and the 
Muslim Lxague. 





Rao'sopdoosare 
limited. His strategy 
DOW U (0 win back A.K. 
Antony's support. But 
after his offiM 
humiliated Amooy into 
resigning and after the 
Prime Minister did not 
consult him before 
suspending Aijun 
Singh, Antony is io no 
mo^ioreleat. 


Moreover, given his own opposhiofi to 
Ranwakamn. Antony can hanDy support striDgem 
aiaion against dissutas like Aijun Singh. * 

The only way of wimong back Antony would be to 
sadt fCaru^aran. The problem is that KarunakariD 
has long backed Rao against Atjun Singh and others. 
Toreplace himnow would not only be Assort of 
betrayal that alienates Rao's other supporters but it 
would also mean installing a state government Aat is 
ideologically in tune wiihttke Aijuo Singh posttioD. 

Kerala's flnartce minister V. Padmanabban had a 
long discussion with Arjuo Singh during his vish to 
. Trivandrum and Congress leaden are dear Aat the orgy 
hope for the party lies in sademg Kanmakaran < 

Rao does notteow bow to get mund tfus but has 
■dll pHKnis^lllM List fortmgbt, be met Mtt^im 
Ldagoe streMpin. P.K. Kunhalikutty. who icM 
^SUHOAY, ^ml^ime Minister has said thai he will givey 
fat die coming week". / 



Hetsoa Maudfla bohig grittad by Rao: the Prime MlaMar iva 


spokesman V N. Ciadgil guve repoilcrs Ihe impression thui 
the four-hour meeling had ratiried Arjun Singh’s suspension. 

This was a Ik and ihe very nexi day Antony went in the 
prevs to claim (hai. *Thc CWC was noi even informed of (he 
suspension as required under the pariyc<ins 1 ilulion. If ihis hud 
been done, a few i>f us would have opposed ii.” 

Paced with this contradictum. a sheupish Gwigil changed 
his tune. He conceded ihai no resoluiioii hud hcen moved for 
approval of ihe suspension. Bui, he said, as only one mernher 
had raised the issue of suspensitm and hod opposed ii. "It was 
my undcrsiandingihat it had been approved by consensus, " 
This was preiiy pMheiic »iuft and indicated the extern to 
which the Narasimha Rao camp wus claiming strength and 
success when none existed. 


D espite the sound and fury Usx week, the truth is that Nara* 
simha Rau has breaihinc space (ill the middle of March 


ft#simha Rau has breathing space (ill the middle of March 
when (he results of (he Assembly elections will be declared 
Few Congressmen arc witling lo make up iheir minds till 
these results are out. 

When fUo suspended Singh, he indicaied to his confidants 
(hal (his was (he fir^i step in a masterplan. He had expected to 
expel Singh by I February. Then, he would revamp (he AlCC 
Next on (he list was a Cabinet expansion. At present, (here are 
J 7 vacancies in the ministry. So. (he Prime Minister could casi. 
ly include heavyweights wiihoul disturbing any of the ex is (• 
ing minisiei^. Moreover, he could claim that a full-fledged 
reshuffk would only take place in April and thereby keep (he 
hopes of Congressmen ali ve. 
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After Rao who? 


Mm MWitors^iHvafhig 

ffNon/Imfmttao kaiioittpiio¥,m i/i Marth fbttowii^ 
mtUciordSeho^, who would mU his piact?Th$ 
betringnlMhi isatfpikfws: 

%|HI lll^ Titt o^vkw CBDdkUie, but be would hive 
powerfid oppcpMtt. Tbe fUo loyalisu would be 

tkttnnined lo deny him the utufktHW of repUcios 

dwir sun. And beeidee. he won't be a membtf of the 
Congren a iha &U|e. &u( sdn die ftivouHie. 

lU. Unit Would pUy John Major to Aijun Singb*i 
htdiae) Heaeltine Many people whom 
uficoorfon^ with Sio^ would back Ttwari u t 
compromise choice. He hah the Mine agenda B Singh 
but fewer enenuee. 


Congma loaes 
everyxdwre but wiu ia 
Mifaarafihm. then hen 
canaioionakehu 
cUinLHispoMemU 
thatbmgs are not going 
loo wdl in his home 
sttte.andifthe 
CoQgRS kies there, 
ksiDonJaDtbontyii 

S.i. Cilwt 

ipa comratifriilehalc* 

M. ttmc He would probaUy be Nara&imha Rao* s 
choice to succeed bin. Ik is non-controvenni and 
would be seen as the ccsnprombe candidate wHbno 

power. The p robtem is that Chavan has no base 
tfpOQg MPs ad tho^h he has made up with Shared 
Pawv, would still face opposttHn from that quarter. 


K JO \ suppoTicrK Icdrcd th.u ihi s ii mcidblf Ivid hccn knock¬ 
ed oul (it ]oini by the unexpected denund wiihin Ihc CWC to 
give Aijun Singh more iinie Given thet R«j needs the slight¬ 
est CIS u^c Id pul oti 4ny a lion he might well wjn till sfier 6 
hchriJ .11 y 

ll that happens then ihe rest ol ihc nuMcqildii is Jw on 
hulJ At least sivG'veinois finish iheir fise year terms m 
1 chiuj'y I Among them jtc ihcGivcnhirs oJ Assam. Hsryd* 
nj. ()nssj. Kci ala and Ouiai ai I This gives ihe Ri ime M mister 
an opportuniiy K» jsdxvinxxljk* scftK>r leaders whuconneu be 
given CabiiHTl psisiv 

M<ii e( ivci, the Pi mie M m isicr's Oi5cc (PMO i has ol vs ask¬ 
ed 1(11 a list id goscmmcni cmpuraiions and fedeisiiocvs fiy 
appoiiuing new chaimien Im these, Ron ciHild hope tu 
appease several dissidents 

As masterpians go. ihis one mokes some sense Already. 
Congressmen have slopped worrying about the reshuffle and 
ore ici nticd of the tunfH ommggcneiaJ election This is Rao's 
last chance to wtii thenuivcrwith pim1nlto>afid posts 

B u I. ol ciHJi sc. nothing will work il the Congress is desiniy- 
ed at I he AssumUy e Icci ions Two defeats w cie enough incnjv 
pic Rao* s pnmc mimsiershi p Another fi sx wil I al most ccilain- 
iydesiruyii • 


tHii iMMTiKiugh Nanaimha Rao*s men claim 
(hat ibe wants the job, then is absolutely no mnh in 
this. Ate all, \vheo it was offered to her m 1991, she 
nonbsed Rao instead. 


LIL Bach lime iheie H a crisis, the 

vice-president IS talked about as a pouibk compm 
ctftdsdate. He has may advantages: he is a souA 
tadiao, a Karijau. a left-wingef with an intcrnatkmal 
ouikok.hMSMdaGanAi’ssuppon andhasrelaovely 
few eneniea with te euqXicA of K. KaninaUran lad 

Nnic^RaD. 


•WiMT» 







Identity 

crisis 


Issuing voter ID cards is not as single as T.N. 
Seshan might think it to be 

F urty 'Ciiht • year*old Benjamin voter* ^ age has been changed from 7 
Paul was among the flru few 17 yean. And this, when each ID cai 
voters to he issued a photo* signed by the concerned electoraJau 
identity card in Delhi. But my from the area 
instead of the promise of While Ihese are the problems b 


4 


F orty'tight'year-old Benjamin 
Paul was among the flru few 
voters to he issued a photo* 
identity card in Delhi. But 
instead of the promise of 
being able to use this i^nlity card 
"under various government sclKmes". 
Paul realised that now he would even 
have a problem casting bis vote. 

In the ID card, Paul's name had been 
changed to Benc/amin Paul, and his 
falher's name hud been changed from 
Isaac to Eizek Paul. His wife's name. 
Iris, had been changed to Anika and her 
husband's name had become Elzek 
Paul. The ID card also reduced Iris* age 
by five years. Moreover. Benjamin's 
brother, who is the third adult member 
of the family, not «Mily had a difTcrem 
nsune according to the card, but his 
father's name. loo. was misspell. The 
result: the two brothers now have differ* 
ent fathers! And to top it all, the ID cards 
gave the Paul family a new residential 

address. _ 

Birarre as it may **"• jmmu 
sound, this is not (he only 
case of the photo ID card 
scheme going off the 
track. There are any num¬ 
ber of other such instan¬ 
ces from Kalkaji and 
PaharganJ constituencies 
in Delhi, where the prrv 
cess of distrihuiing ID 
cards has started. Cases 
of misspelt names, incor¬ 
rect ages and wrong resi¬ 
dential addresses are 
routine. 

In some cases, mem* 
hers of ihc same family 
have been given different 
residential addresses and 
in another instance, a 


voter's age has been changed from 71 to 
17 yean. And this, when each ID card is 
signed by the concerned dectoraJ autho* 
nty from the area 

While these arp the problems being 
faced by iho»« who have been issued ID 
cards, there are many others who have 
missed the firsi two rounds of photogra¬ 
phy in the seven parliamentary consii* 
luencres of Delhi, And there is no intima¬ 
tion of what course of action they have 
to follow to get their voter ID cards. 

And though Delhi's chief elcctoraJ 
officer has stated that all ID cards carry¬ 
ing incorrccl information will be re¬ 
issued. there is no intimation of what the 
votcr> have to do 

Meanwhile, harassment fur possess¬ 
ing ID cards ha.s already started. The ID 
cord, which is being publicised as a 
multi-utility card, can be used as proof 
of residence to gel a driving lic.;ncc. gas 
and phone connections inti passport. 
But what happens if the name mention* 

vHI •Iwtval m^nctlcM bt rtdictd? 




ed in the ID card is wrung, or worse slill. 
if the ID card carries a wrong residentiul 
address? 

Add to this the fact that even to gel a 
ration card, a consumer now needs a 
photo ID card. And if there arc four adult 
members In a family, photo ID cards a*c 
required by all of diem to get ration car¬ 
ds. However, reports of consumers 
being turned hack without ration cards 
Decause either all, or 
some members of the 
family not having ID car¬ 
ds. have ^ready started 
pouring in. 

The public distribution 
system (PDS), started 
during the Second World 
War for giving rations to 
citizens owing to the scar¬ 
city of food supplies, has 
not been updated since 
then. Cases of ration 
shops going without 
slocks are endless and 
tales of gelling ration car¬ 
ds get longer by the day. 

But earlier, (he pro- 
Uem erHled with the 
harassmeni undergone 
while getting a ration 
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card. Nuw« it i$ just the begin* 
n ing. For 1 he ru ion card does not ensure 
that a voter will uuiomtitically he put on 
the clecloral rolls thereby ensuhng (hat 
he will he ahiu ,ti> cast his vote in an 
election. 

I f these are the problems being tx'cd 
by the residents of' Delhi, then the 
situation for the migrant 
labourers \% even worse. 

According to one 
builder in Delhi, who has 
a bulk of his labour force 
from Bihar. 20(1 people 
left one tine da> in 
December because they 
had been told that phou> 

ID cards were being is»u* 
cd in their village. They 
reached their village only 
to discover that ihe date 
for getting themselves 
photographed had been 
changed by the local 
authorities. The entire 
exercise nut only cost the 
builder a lot of morwy. 
but the labourers, too, 
had to do without their 


daily wages. 

Now, they will have to make twu 
more trips. Once, to gel ihcmselves phi>* 
iogra|tf)^ and again, to ct>lleci their ID 
cards. To make nutters worse, they will 
have to travel bock to cast their votes. 

Since it is fast bcc<Hning nundniory 
to have an ID card to get a ration curd 
made, the migrant labourer will now not 



Tha exercise of 
jissuinganlD card 
'Seemsa 

jcmpltcaled one. 
lEveryyear, 
not only will the electoral rolls have to 
be updated but the government has to 
ensure that each voter is issued a card 


be able to avail of the 
PDS for subsidised ration. 

Besides all this. & 
voter's woes would be 
doubled if there is a 
change of rexidenee. 
Earlier, for shifting his 
ration card, he required a 
verificaiKMi fromagaeeti- 
cd officer or from the poli* 
ce for the new residential 
address. Now, he will 
have to gel a new photo 
ID card first in order to 
gel a ration card. But. il is 
Mill no{ clear whm needs 
to be done to get a new ID 
card if there is a change of 
residence In such a scena* 
ri4». a change in address 
from one city to another 
would be much more 
complicated. 

In Delhi, instances of 
harassment of people 
who have shifted residen* 
ce and hence don't have 
ihcir names in the electo* 
rul rolls have also sianed 
coming in. And these 
(vople do not know what 
needs to be done to get 
their nanKs included in 
the eicciorti rolls and where to go and 
get thei r 1D cards made. 

But these are problems at the micro 
level. At the macro level, loo, the situa* 
lion ifk ni> belter. Says Justice (retd) 
Rajinder Sachar. The identity card 
issue is being seen as the end of all electo* 
ml problems. But sadly enough, T.N. 
Seshan s simplistic logic docs not apply 
(u the tmigniiudc of the problem.* 

T he main purpose of issuing voter ID 
cards was to reduce electoral mal¬ 
practices. And even here, a number of 
doubts are being expressed about the 
erfectiveness of the s^cmc. Why the ID 
cards arc in no way going to put a check 
on malpractices tike booth-capturing, 
they can also be used to prevent an entire 
Moc of people from voting, 

Oftkials in the home ministry point 
OMt iha> it would be simple enough for 
any candidate to use muscle power to for¬ 
ce an entire chunk of voters to pan with 
ihcir ID cards on ihc duy of the voting 
and hence prevent them from casting 
their voteN. 

Nor only would this mean taking 
away the fundumc iilal rights of an i nd i vi* 
dual, hut il would also influence the pat* 
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tern nf voting if'thc ID cards of n particu* 
larcommunity were taken away. 

Besides ihis. there has als*' been a lot 
of con f usion ufx mi the i vsurng cif 11> cur* 
ds for the fonhcxuiung Assembly elec* 
lions, lo begin with, the chief election 
commissioner stuicd that ckciions 
would not be held in a Mate that did mu 
issue ID cards to voters by 1 January. 
1995. He later increased ihe time limit 
for Bihar and Orissa, hui even then, the 
process of issuing card.s could not be 
completed. 

L&si fortnight, ihe Supreme Court rul* 
ed that voters would he able to cast ilwir 
votes m the forthcoming Assembly elec¬ 
tions even if ID cards have not been 
issued. Though the decision was welct>- 
med by Rihar chief mmistef Laloo Pro* 
sad Yadav. who ihreatcncd to mi»bihse 
public support against Seshan. enough 
damage ha.s already been dune. 

The entire exercise of issuing ID car¬ 
ds is costing the government Rs 1.300 
crore. Each ID card in Delhi cost the 
government Rs 10.75. while in Haryana, 
the government is spending R> 14 per 
voter. Even if a small fracliun (though 
the accounts avai table from Dc I hi i nd ica- 
le otherwise) of these cards arc faulty, 
the government will have to spend a 
huge armmni to rectify the mistake. 

And. this mind-boggling exercise is 
noi going to be a one-time expense. 
Every year, not only will the elecinraf 
rolls have to be updated to include those 
who come of age, hu< the govcmnienr 
machinery will aJ.so have to ensure ihai 


each voter is issued un ID cird Besides, 
new ID cards will also have to he issued 
for any change uf address. Tbis would 
expose the voter to undue harassment as 
well as duplicate Ihe process of updating 
eiccuiral rolls. 

AI another level, the very purpose of 
F%is>uing ID cards has raised a num¬ 
ber o1'questions. 

According to human rights activists, 
these cards arc a direct interfermee in a 
cili/cn's right to privacy. They cite 
examples of Nu/i Oertnany. whm ID 
cardN were used to cimirtd and monitor 
the iiH>vcmcni o1 people. Closer home, 
uuihi >n tics in .Sri I .unka arc um ng (I> car¬ 
ds to hanLs.s Sri Lankan Tamils. For. 

JwtiCT {rfW) tojfiif S a c h m 
mptlotl aMibt hoard itM 



Migrant labourers 
are worse off. 

Since it is 
mandatory lo have 
an ID card to get a 
ration card, the 
migrant labourer 
will now not be in a 
position to avail of 
the PDS facility 
for subsidised 
ration 


there have been number of Instances of 
Sh Lankadi Tamils being arrested with* 
out explanation us they di> nut have ID 
cards 

While this is one extreme of possible 
hanissmcni, the ocher is that of social 
security cards in the United 5»ialcs. 
There arc protests in Amcricu thai these 
cards enable the aulhontics lo have 
access to even personalised data about 
all Cl lire ns. 

Though such insiances seem sligbily 
far-fciclKd in the Indian context. whai 
cannot be igmircd is ihui a.s a scheme, ll>e 
voter ID curd has morv flaws thuti 
benefits. 

In principle, using ID cards as multi¬ 
utility documents locxpedi ic i he sane tio- 
ning of passports, driving licences and 
ration cards seems a crcdiiable exercise, 
but it is failing miserably in practice. 

What's wt>rsc is that, like the ration 
card, which hox no appeals system lor 
rtdrcssal. harassment due to ID cards 
has no provisions for legal action cither, 
iusi 05 in the case of a ration card, a con¬ 
sumer cannot lake a particular ration- 
owner to coun for mu supplying 
him with rations, likewise, no citiTen 
can take an auihohiy to coun despite 
being haja.ssed for his ID card. 

In such a scenario*, the ptt^lems fac¬ 
ing only (WO constituencies in Delhi 
where photo ID cards have been distri¬ 
buted are only a pointer to whai might 
happen once the mammoth exercise is 
over. • 
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Has ii(wi 11000 OfRCES 


AnJ suff Siren^ of ckouL Li) <000 PERSONNEL 
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While the 


to go 10 war. ehc 
PM‘in*waiting (if 
nimours are anything to 
go by) has trounced India 
time and again. 

Bui despite his track 
record on ihe field. Imnin 
Khan's candidature Is 
sure to win a lot of 
supporters on this side of 
the border as well—try 
the Zecnats arid MtMin 
Moems 

Of courtie. Imran has 
denied such speculations, 
but rumours have gained 
credence after Khan 
recently hit out at the 
ruling elites and prximised 
to set the system right. 
These vicious in-dippers 
frtun the 'Sultan of 
Swing* could welt spell 
doom for Benazir’s 


ASTER 
OF THE 
GAME 


Little Sury a 
Sekhar 
Ganguly has just made a 
big move in the 
international chess circuit. 

The 11-year-old 
prodigy from Bengal 
scored u major upset at the 
Sixth Goodricke 
Inlemational Open Chess 
Tournament in Calcutta 
recently, when be 
checkmated the Uzbekh 



'ttg Sey* Khan: glHng Sanaxir fttaaptaa* nlgM* 


corruption-ridikn 

government. 

There is nodouN that 
the man who led his team 
with such distinction on 


the cricket Held will 
swing things his way in 
the political arena as well 
— if and when he decides 
to. 





Grandmaster. Grigory 
Serper. This achievement 
is remarkable because 
Ganguly is the second' 
youngest player to have 
beaten a grandmaster. 

"1 have not heard of 
anyorte beating a 
grandmaster (CM) at this 
tender age." commented 
Tony Miles a British 
grandmaster, "at least no 
one has beaten such a 
high-rated GM." The 
victCHy was all the more 
creditable since Grigory 
Serper had the advantage 
of playing white. 

But Ihe way the little 
master was irking those 
deft moves, it simply 
didn't mailer whether it 
was Black or White*. 


Breakfast 

WITH 

CLINTON 


There is 
more than a 
ray of hope for Indo-US 
relations. In fact there are 
two: Ray and Kiran. 

While the former— 
Indian ambassador S.S. 
Ray—is busy mending 
bridges with Uncle Sam, 
the latter, inspector 
general (IG) of prisons 
Kiran Bcdi. is getting 
ready tojoin Bill Clinton 
for breakfast. 

The invitatiun signed 
by Senator Martin 
Landcasier requests Bcdi 


A 





Uran Ml: WMt# Houm 


to attend a White House 
prayer breakfast 
soon Incidentally, 

Bcdi had received a 
similar offer last year, but 
was refused pemussion 
by the home ministry to 
travel to die US. 
Obviously, things have 
changed now. 

Don't be surprised if 
he breaks into 7u hoin 
meri Kiran... 
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CM^Iad by SHAPtH^AY 




Y WRITE 


One would 
expect Ai 
indmu/e Sfory to reveal 
ull. Bui, obviously.T-N. 
Seshau has much nutre lo 
suy; ihc eh ic f e I ection 
commissioner wilt scxin 


Poor big 

BEN 

[nCandhi. 
he played 
ihe apostle of peace and 
non-violence. But on his 
last trip to Delhi, 
spectacular 
mismanagement by 
Paiamouni Pictures 
(India) and ils local 
distributor, burosia 
Visuals, ensured (hat poor 
Ben Kingsley came 
^ across as the devil 
7 incarnate. 

In ic rv iews were cut 
n short, schedules rewritten 
and jiHimalists pushed 
iin>und by one UOay 
* Kaushik who, the hapless 
King slcy d iscovereJ. had 
: been pul in charge of his 
schedule. 

I'hai he got uny 


Mn Kfngti%y'. a vtetlin ef raftmani^a amI 


favourable publicity al 
all, Isa (ribuleto 
Kingsley's own charm 
and esteem. But with the 
likes of Pturasia Visuals 


handling things, the Hindi 
Him industry can rest 
ca.sy. No mailer how 
much fnoncy Hollywood 
spends cultivaiing ihc 


market here, the natural 
ineptiluJc of ihc Indian 
managers will ensure that 
India remains u tiny 
audience. 




IV uiiiuiig uui wiui uircc 

more hooks following his 
biography. 

First, the UBS IS 
releasing A Hcari Full Of 
Burden, a collection of 
Seshan's controversial 
speeches. Sample: 
"Ctmuplion has become 
so widespread that the 
national motto Saiyames'a 
Jayate, should he 
replaced with Hishwuftva 
Juyuie." 

This will he followed 
by two books co-euihored 


by the Delhi-based 
correspondent of The 
New York San}i»y 
Ha7jirika. and brought out 
by Penguin. The firsl. 
Degetterutitm of /nJw/. 


TJl SMhMi: tiv** to go 

will lake swipes al all 
aspects of contemporary 
India, while the second, 
Regenerotitm oj inditi. 
wi 11 offer Seshan * s 


iHcscription for the 
country's many ailments 
It remains to he seen. 
<H^s read, whether 
Scshun can acluully set 
things write. * 
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WHEN THEY RANKED US 9TH 




WE SAID WE'D SOON BE 5TH 
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WE ARE HAPPY 

•• ' ^» ..‘n* ;v »-.* • <tiS 

WE TOLD YOU SO 









corpo rations, 
ranked 
world’s 500 
honour enough. 
Fortunat*4ly at SAIL. beUri^ ranked the 9 th 
most profitable metal producing company 
In the world only strengthened its resolve 
to be among the world’s top 5 metal 
producers. 


Its resolve has now come true. Performing 
better than the 'Fortune' average, SAIL has 
ranked fifth in terms of profit as a percentage 
of assets. 


Of the four Indian Companies featuring in 
the top 800 corporations, SAIL Is the only 
manufacturing company. 

We're proud to put India in the forefront 
of the world steel m&rket. And, as in the 
past, we won't rest on our laurels. 

STtaBWHOWWOfMIDW UflllTED 

* * * * ^ 





the staff. What's 
more^we will 
soon be setting up 
a meditation room 
and a gym in our 
new office" 


r Snkunthit Kao. a senior 
manager wiih Silicon <!ra- 
Iphio lntcnuiii«>nal, had a 
whale of a lime, last year, 
when the coin|UJty scni 
him and his fujnily on a weck'long Irip 
lo Mauritius "Scuha diving and under¬ 
sea walking were great fun,* he rccaJK 
snii 1 1 ngly. ' I he year he lore, he had hcen 
flow ri 1 0 Sydney for S< ir s annual iniirkc • 
ling confcR'nce. where htK-aii balloon¬ 
ing arxl trekking were av much a pan <if 
thengend.i as ihe salesNpicl. 

Wlwn the comfHiicr giant. NUT. a Rs 
l()()*crtire outfii. announced an annual 
'dating* tillowaiKc (which csMiiprise 1.^ 
days' salary'of a hucliclor cniploycc) 


AND 


and paternity leave for Us employees 
last year, it generated, apun from media 
inienrst. buds of staff kiyaliy too. 

Recently, the company even added a 
wedding anniversary and a tnnhday 
allowance lo ihc list, whereby the 

These days, nuiny compani 

cd as a great binder between the manage- ofk€€Dit\2 thc 

ineni and thc suff.** says general mans- t n 

gCT Sanjiv Katana. "What's rntw, we 
will stMM he setting up a 
meditation num and a 
gym in our new olTicc.* 

At TV JR. a private 
television company, 
where late hours arc com- 
mnn. T'nday evenings 
have reecnUy been con¬ 
verted into Happy Hoar%. 

The office canteen is tran¬ 
sformed into a mini bar. 
lights are dimmed and 
music is put on. Beer, 
wine and snacks are on 
thc huw Whal foUows. 

IhereaBer. for an hour, is 
a dtscussiun on office perv 
blems, after which the 
parly continues. An occa¬ 
sional guM is allowed 
too *AII of us look for¬ 
ward to Frklay eve¬ 
nings." says a correspno- 
dent. "Not only du the ses¬ 
sions generate camuradc- 
rk. which is often not pi is- 
sible under pressuiv. hut 
minor proMenis with cot- 
leagues also get «ct|kd 
amicably.* 

Ascribe tl to libcialisa- 
tkm. thc invasion of niul- 
linaiiiinaK or human 
resources dcvdopmcni 
(HRU) research, but 


imm.' and more cociqiariics in India are 
pocking a Id of sensitivity ioto manag¬ 
ing iheir people G«inc is the intimidat¬ 
ing aiiiKispherv. where manage nK'iiis 
rulcdwiih at imr liand A profusion of 
employee-fnvndly nhetnes. which ute 
airried to keep the staff happy, are fast 
hucoiiiing I he mmn. As a senior execu¬ 


tive puls it. "We have to l<Hik al'icr our 
people. Or SOIIIOOI1C c I sc wil II' 

TTie above sense of insecurity isn't 
without cause. With Kiultiiiaiionals w<xi- 
mg thc best talents in several indiisihcs 
(especially ImuiKx:. vsmsunKf non- 
durubles and inlomiation technology 
IT), the rule o| employee ttirr:ovcr 


PIUDAT" 
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'lave devised ingenious ways 
mployees happy 


SURENDRA KUMAR 




the 
jrs’ lives' 

. .«<cre skewed 


highly in Eavdur 
wc^. So much so, 
that because of 
neglecting healdh 
d»cy were even 
falling sick" 


rollowcJ. Tackling anger, selling liinc 
askle for exercise and holidays thus 
enwrged as i>norili«. "JusI being loge* 
ihcr, discusdhg pruhlems and seeing 
ihul even uhers had similar problems 
were stress difTusers fur severJ 
pcx»ple,' says Kumar. '1151; response l<> 
Ihc wixishop was overwhelming, with 
even I hi* gn Mip' v managing director R.S. 

I’siwar and chref exccuiive «dficer V.K. 
Tliadiini joining in I'im' a class or iwo. 

Six monihs Uier. a second HiH work¬ 
shop was iniriNluccd, where luck of 
asseniveness, the an ol dekgjiirKi and 
eiKumuflicalion we^* tackled. NUT i>ow 
iniends lo make these wori;4>ops h rvgu- 
lai hi annual fcaiure T)ur ciriployees 


A ixnher reason for the ftu K. fed HXci* 
ilists. is the meumorphosis of seve¬ 
ral small ouiTiis from enterprises (i.e. 
small businesses! lo industries. This 
ffvwih. acconJiog to econwiusts. is as 
high as 30 per cent perannum. "Such pro¬ 
sperity cAtaiK rewarding the employcc« 
with more attractive henents.* says 
Verma 

Take NUT for insiancc Wlam it 
found that its lop and middle level nuna- 
gers were complain¬ 
ing about having to Jug* 
glc inivclling ami o^iec 
work wiih ihcir personal 
livcv the diavtors pul 
Ihcir heads logeihcr and 
conte up wiih a solution. 
What folJowvd were PhP 
(Personal HlTcciiveness 
Pnigrjinmc) wiakshops. 
where the aim was as 
much to "pq!* the sUfl as 
10 help litem org.ini'o; 
themselves better. Ihc' 
first workshop began in 
Delhi, in October 1W3, 
and then was inimduccd 
in the group's mx other 
vrntKs — in Calcutta. 
Bombay. Madras. Hyde¬ 
rabad, Pune and 

Bangalore, 

The sevsiuAs. which 
began with self* 

exploratiun. urged the 
managers to dcHnc six 
key perfomiaiKe areas 
(KPA) in Ihcir lives — 
work, family, wicial life, 
heal di. money and the per¬ 
sonal self. 'After the ses¬ 
sion. we found that the 
iikanagers’ lives were ske¬ 
wed highly ill lavourot w 
ork.'says^rmdra Kumar, 
advisor to the group. ‘So much sa that 
because of neglecting health they were 
even falling sick. Wc slowly mode ihem 
believe that lo be efTcciive managers, 
rhey firu had to manage their own lives 
bcuer' 

laxiures on time management and 
helping employees pivpuic *io do* lists 


within most Indian companies has quod* 
ruplctl in the last two years. Says N.K. 
Venita, a placement agent with Career 
Graph, "Wc arc deluged with resumey. 
especially from people in the IT 
industry. And this dcvckiprneni has 
been particularly noliccahlc in the last 
ciHipicofyean." 


■v««TS iifiWwriaft 
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feel lhai they are very effedive. and we 
want to keep them going," sayi Kauna. 
Hardly surprising for an orgaoisaiion 
that had spent 12,000 mandays on 
upgrading its employee ^iils, last year. 

Silicon Craphiev Inierruiional (SGI) 
is UKithcr company which is going all 
out 10 keep its employees ^tisllcd. 
Since (he «dcs dquitmcni is an import* 
am pan of the 1.5 htJ I km ddlar organisa¬ 
tion, any uiJes pencmnel who achieves 
20 per cent above his target, is honoured 
with a membership to its Pccsidcnrs* 
Cub. Ttic prestigious/clubber" gets a 
golden plaque and a golden symbol thai 
gets embossed on his visiting card fora 
year. 

There’s more. The SCI Spirit Award, 
di.strihulcd al vahou.s levels goes to an 
achiever who is also congenial and sup* 
pofiive. Apart from a plaque, he is also 
sent on a IhreC'day junket to the Asia- 
Pacific region with his spouse. 

To relieve stress on a day-to-day 
basis, the compuiy ha.s adopted an infor* 
mal work cultun:. Kvery Knday, for 
instance, is "dress down day*, when all 
employees are to come in jeans. T-shirts 
ami sneakers. As a corollary, the organi* 
saiiun likes to give away T'shiru un 
every other occasion — at a software 
launch, an anniversary nr just before a 
large conference. Also, there are frequ* 
eni "all hands" meetings, where even 
employees are encouraged to question 
the company’s policies. So. it im’i 
uncomnKH) for even a junior executive 
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ANJALIMISHRA 


to question senior managers if he so 
wishes about any injustice meted out to 
him. 

Then there are occasional "fun 
ba&hcK*. which are exercises in team . 
building. Last year, for instance, all 
employees, including its SAARf! MD. 
Ash)k Dexai. were invited to a party 
where they had to wear self^inade suits. 
All ihai they wert given were three- 
metre bolts of cloth and a pair ol sis&ors, 
Too bad if the material wasn't enough 
forsomel 

This informal atmosphere prevails in 
HCL’s offices too. With a network of 1 
offices, spread all over the country, thi^ 
computer giant believes in inculcating 
loyally through its "family-oriented’* 
schemes. Kxplains Anjali Mishra, 
senior manager. HKD. "Wc not only lay 
a lot of emphasis on tlie employee hut 
extend our hemhttmif to his family a^ 
well.* 

Hence, apart from family jurikvis i<i 
South East Asia for the achievers, there 
are IICL "baby awards" and various 
competitir>ns for the employees' fami¬ 
lies. Last year, at Milestones in HCU the 
company's annual meet, a special crfori 
was ma^* tu share Ihc group's activities 
and achievements with the employees' 
families. 

Also, as an cxerci.se in Joh- 
ennehnwnt. the company is selling up 
Automated Learning fentres (ATC\]. 
Here, all those employees who want lo 
take a break from regular work can learn 
more about software programming, as 
and when they feel. "You can gel up in 
the middle <if ihc day and go lo the ATC'. 
come i n early or stay hack late, 1'he ch< ri¬ 
ce of lime and what you want t<i leuni is 
cniircly up to you," explains Mishra. 

While the above sensitivity on the 
pan of (be organisations cannot be dis¬ 
counted. is it making any tartgihlc diiTer- 
cnce in terms of mnUvalion and output ’ 
Apparently, yes. Dr Rao states categori¬ 
cally that the informal and rrcrii* 
uriented approach has paid rich divi¬ 
dends. "Our fellows always feel enthus¬ 
ed to lake on new projects and never crib 
about slaying hack late." 

So. while sensitive HKD policies 
have mode the employees feel more spe¬ 
cial. they've also helped gamer loyalty 
for the ermiptmy. And it is becoming 
increasingly clev that paying a gener¬ 
ous salary is not enough to retain good 
employees. Their difficulties, work pres¬ 
sure and family commitments have lo he 
takcnscriously as well. » 
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strong and sturdy 

Bangladesh's transport sector is heavily dependent on India 



moion<^ and has offered 

cheap pricps, so as lo meet stiff compeii- 
lion p<ked by WeMcm Ckimpanics.** 

Rut (belt, the going has not been as 
smooch as if seems for Indian car manu¬ 
facturers. The B unladed) govon* 
ment. for reasons best known to Prime 
Minister KhaJeda Tia. is yet to allow 
Indian car companies to compete in bids 
ftK vehkks required fw its ofTices. 
Once this resihction is lifted, it is certain 
that India will get the biggest share of 
the bonanza.*' says an i>fricial of 




A ny strong foreign currency can 
upset the import budget of a deve¬ 
loping country. Bui countries 
neighbouring India, still have a choice 
of economical and quality imports — of 
both consumer durables and 
non-duruhles. 

India, lately, has made sn impressive 
breakihmugh in Bangladesh’s trans • 
pod sector by expoding car^. tvro- 
wheelers, thrvc-whuclcrs. buses. Hacks 
and railway wagons. Aca>rding to 
reports, ahout l.5()l) new cars arc 
taxing to the roads of 
Bangladesh every year, i 
Local automobile agents 
in Bangladesh ascribe ^ 
this sharp nse m the num¬ 
ber of Indian vehicles in 
the country to the appreci* 
ulion of the value of the 
yen against the US dollar 
and taka, which has made 
Japanese cars costlier, 
and thca*fore. un viable. 

Acconfing to offtciaK 
of Uttara M<itoix 
Limited, a Dhaka-based 
auto agency. Maruti 
Udyng Limited has nert* 
cd as much us Taka 30 
million by expoding .300 
Maruti Suruki bOOcc and * 

1,000 cc cars to H 
Banglodeidt during 
1993-94. Similarly. 

Kawa.sak)-Bajaj nxxorcy- 
clex wld Taka 40 million 
and Taka 200 milliuo 
worth of vehicles (800 
units of two-wheelers 
and 6.G00 units of three- L 
wheelers respectively). The agency has 
ambitious plans to sell 1 ..^ two- 
wheelcnand 10,000three-wheelers dur¬ 
ing 1995-96. Utiara Motors has also 
sold 50 India-made buses and (rucks so 
far. with 70 more in the pipeline for 
Bangladeshi roads. 

According to Mukhlesur Rahman, 
managing director of Uttara Motors, 
"The prospects for nu»rc sale of Indian 
cars are bright in view of the apprecia¬ 
tion of the yen. Moreover, India has suc¬ 
cessfully upgraded the quality of its 


Bangladesh’s automobile industry. 

Hindujn-uwned Ashc^ l.ey]a^ and 
other Indian companies, too, have done 
good business in Bangladesh, i^ing full 
advantage of ihe high-Oying yen. 

In the railway sector. India struck the 
biggest deal with Bangladesh, when the 
latter signed an agieemeni in the south- 
easient port city of Chirugmig on 4 
January, undensking to buy ten dicvel* 
power^ locormicives worth US $100 
million. The accord siipulalcs that the 
Indian siaie'^nvned firm. Rail India 


Technical & Hconomic Services 
< R fTES). wi11 begi n delivery of t he loco- 
motives within 11 months of the open¬ 
ing of the letters of credit by Bangladesh 
arKJ complete the delivery within 16 
months of signing the agreement. 

RITEJv, on ils pan. has given a guaran¬ 
tee of 8S per cent verviceability of each 
engine for seven years. 1 1 has also agreed 
to ensure servicing fac 1 1 i t les and pmv ide 
Spares for t he cngirKs wbene ver needed, 
Hrom the Bangladeshi point of view, the 
most imponant fallout of the deal is that 
Bangladesh Railways (BR) will now be 
able to send iiv engines to India quickly 
in case of major breakdowns or for over¬ 
hauling purposes. 

According to ofricials, the decision 
was prompted by an acute shnnage of 

"The prospects for more 
sak of Indian cars arc bright 
in view of the appreciation of 
the yen"—Mukhlesur 
Rahman 


engines that BR has been coping with. 
Alone stage, BR wascooiemplaiing lea¬ 
sing engines from foreign sources to 
meet the situation. The railway engine 
cnsis has severely affected BR\ cargo 
scrv ice and has a l&o d isru pled the move^. 
meniol some inter-ciiy trains. 

At present, about 950 loaded wagons 
a'main stranded at different points in the 
eastern zone and 560 wagons in the 
western uwe of Bangladesh Railways 
fcf want of serviceable engines. 

Hie addiium of ten Indian railway 
engines to the existing rolling stock will 
ease the crisis to some extent. However, 
the expanding network of servicing 50 
milium people will necessitate procure¬ 
ment of additional locomotives, says a 
»cnuv<vnicia1 of (be railway ministry. 

At a lime when Bangladciih is stub¬ 
bornly refusing to reopen its train servi¬ 
ces to Cafeutu and has rejected New Del - 
hi's plea for ininHii facilities across Us 
territory. Indian auiomohile manufactu¬ 
rers, at least, seem to be having their 
way.« 
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Why did the stock market crash and how was the downward slide of 

the Sensex arrested? 



hen vwling opened M 
the Romhoy Slock 
Exchange (BSE) on 
27 January, there wus 
nothing notable about 
il. The BSE's 30*scrip Sensex continued 
its downward trend and the nxxid rvmui* 
ned glum However, barely boll- 
an-hour before trading was due to close 
at 2..30 pm. a sudden excitement gnppcd 
the exchange. Brokers circled around 
their favourite counters, 
whispering agitatedly to 
each other. And within 
moments, the Sensex 
which had touched an all- 
time high of 4.f)30 points 
in September 1994. but 
was testing the 3,400 
mark on 25 January — 
began zooming upwards. 

Within the next half* 
hour, the Sensex had mov¬ 
ed up by nearly 60 points 
and closed for the day 
with'a gain of 55 points 
ovCT the previous close. 

One of the reasons behind the ri sc. per* 
haps, was that the Unit Trust of India 
(UTI). orieof the largest Indian fmafKial 
insiituuons, had sraned buying, presu* 
mably, at the inaiance of the mandarins 
in the finance ministry, who were rather 
edgy about the continued slide of the 
Sensex. Yet, UTI could no* have 
brought this about all on its own What 
had happened w&s that hy mid-day. 
news had reached the brokers thai the 
government had issued an ordinance 
related to the Mock markets on 2.5 Janua* 


M.G. DAMANI 
"If you want to 
impart life to a 
dying market, then 
you must 
reintroduce badia 
with certain 
modifications, that 
will make it more 
transparent and 
hence meet the 
requirements of the 
regulators" 


ry. And rumourv were that d>c «irdinancc 
would reactivete hutfhi — the forward 
iniding mechanism that has heen under 
suspension since 131 A'cemher. 1991 

is one issue that has strongly 
united the hr^Acts ;ind the slock 
exchanges all over the country. When 
G.V. Ramaknshna. (he then chairman nl 

the Securities and Exchanges Board of 
India (SKHl). the w atchdog f<ir the stock 
markets, had declared the ban. 

the markets had reac¬ 
ted violently. Ramakrish* 
na had juslirHxl his action 
— which was quite stem 
ami unexpected ^by say* 
ing that the martci was 
overheated and there was 


excessive speculation which need* 
cdtobccurM. 

Though the brokers finally caved in 
after a bitter fight, they have been very 
unhappy with the absence of tuidh and 
hav^bcun complaining abuui the slow 
death of the stock markets in the absence 

of any kind of forward trading mecha¬ 
nism. Says M.G. Daman i. director of the 
RSE and president of the BSH Brokers' 
Forum, an independent union of 
hfiikers. "The market Is .>4181 low. There 
arc no volumes and very little trading. 
As the market capitalisaiicn of the BSE 
|i.e. the price of each share multiplied by 
the total number of sharcsl has increased 
from Rs 275,000 crorc in March 1993 to 
Rs 400.000 crore in December 1994. 
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JiTiost everyone in the market agreei^ 


BUSINESS 


and a& ihc number of lifted companies 
has increased by 801 in the curreni year 
itself, one would have expected a corres¬ 
ponding rise in (he nadtrig volumes in 
(he market. Instead, ihey have crashed 
from a level ofRs 388 emre every day in 
1993 and (hey have sunk (o Rs 2 i 2 crore 
in January 1995. If you want io impart 
life (0 a dying inaiict, (hen you must 
reintroduce bedio with certain modifica* 
(ions, (hat will make it more (runspareni 
and hence meet (he reijuircmcnis of (he 
regulators.'' 


some umouni of speculation is 
indeed necessary for (he survival of any 
market. The contrarians (i.e. people w ho 
go against the market (rends and buy 
when everyone else is selling) are the 
best market-makers. So are (he jobbers 
'The current market conditions have all 
but put these two spccicx out of busi¬ 
ness. Il is necessary that (hey he brought 
hack into the market," remarks a iner^< 
ant banker 

Adds R.V. Bhiii, vk^• president of 
Nucleus Hinanual Services. "A small 
amount of speculation is always a must 
for any market. En our markets, most of 
the deals are dnven or generated by inter- 
medmnes. and a number of resirictH>ns 
have almosi pushed them l<» a comer. In 
such conditions, who will give buoyan¬ 
cy 10 Ihc markets?' he asks 

Bui there an: other facu>TN responsible 
fur the hear r^sc I hat has gnppcd the 
market since OcKiber 1994 Oik is the 
increased political urKH:nainiy after the 
rout of Ihc ('(ingress party in Karnataka 
and Andhra Pradesh and the subscqucni 
revolt in the ruling puny, which has put 
boih prime Minister P.V. Narasiutha 
Rao and finance mlniMcr Manmuhan 
•Singh, who were the driving forces 
behind the reforms, on the defensive. 
Also, as the ycar-cnd was approaching, 
most of (he foreign institutional inves* 
tors (Plls). who Iwve of laic emerged as 
the biggest buyers in the Indian markets, 
had virtually slopped buying and had 
begun selling to book profiUi 

Another factor that led 'he Rls to start 
selling was the poor performunce of the 
Indian puper in the Euro market, the res¬ 
ponsibility of which rests with the 
government. When ir opened the 
fk)od|a(es for Indian industry, long star¬ 
ved for capital at low interest rates, to 
raise money abroad, it did nut regulate | 
who went to the market and with what . 
kind of credibility. Thus, in 1994. 57 
issues of Indian papers opened in the 


BOMBAY STOCK EXCHANGE 


Barely half«an*hour 
before trading was due to 
dose at 2*30 pm on 27 
January, a sudden 
excitement gripped the 
exchange. Within 
moments, the Sensex 
began to zoom upwards 
and closed for the day 
with a gain of 55 points 
over the previous dose 
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tUSINESS 


forri^ifl markets and as much as US 
$4.72 billion was rdiscd. w’hich W’as 1<S 
$42(1 milUon mure than (he money nils* 
ed in ihc Indian inarkei for ihc same per* 
iod. The European markeis wi.'te 
obviously noi ready lor such u huge sU|V 
ply of [ndiun paper. As a rcsuli. prices 
fell sharply. Soon, almost all issues were 
quopng al discounts. 

Thus, ihe slide of ihe miirkei. which 
had begun in Ociobcr, continued un<ibai* 


BSE Sensitive Index (30 scrips) 



G.V>mM AKIWSHNA 

When Ramakrishna, the 
former chairman of 
SEBI, declared the ban on 
badia, the market had 
reacted violenll). 
Ramakrishna had 
justified his action by 
say ing that the market 
was overheated and there 
was excessive speculation 
which needed to be curbed 


cd for almost three months urkl s(Mm. the 
Siensex wu.s testing new reexird low 
levels. But fundamentally, there wa\ no 
real reuson lot dns phcncmKiion. The 
Indian cofpt>raic seenu wus busy record¬ 
ing far higiwr prolHs than ever hefnre. 
the economy was growing ai the nghi 
pace and inflation seemed ioIer.dilc. 
ihough'not entirely acceptable. 

Says M.G. Damani. "1 am mx at all 
concerned abtxji the inarkcM going 
down. I am more concerned uhoui the 
quality of Ihe market. If ihcre is forward 
trading, then there arc checks ;tnd halan* 
ces .such as hulls and hears. But today. 
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the niiirkci is rua only shallow tail n is 
also hollow ** 

Realising that a falling or a listless 
market is hardly likely to aitraci hordes 
(4 foreign invcMisrs. the government sji 
up and hegon wondenng ahmii how lo 
tackle thesiiualitHi Finally, ii weni hack 
tothcokJ incihod of'market iMcrvcMKm 
am! the I in, i>nc of the favourite insiru* 
nhmisof the gsivemincnt forcrmirolling 
the capital markets, was asked lo start 
huyi ng u i shi iv uji the prices. 

T hough the intcrvvniKin may have 
been wvicomed by a grsiup of 
hrsikcTs and invcMofs, it raiscsl si>ine 
vital questions that the govemmcni 
necils to settle il n warns to raise Indian 
market' lo inicinaiional siandarcK. One 
of the higgest hunllcs is the concn4 that 
Ihe gov eminent ckcreiscs though the 
large riicmcial instiiuiions Hw rsde of 
Ihc UTf and 1 Me Insurance ('orpi«raiion 
(LIC) had also conic m lor shuip criiic< 
ism during ilic Kcliaiioc fiasco, when the 
two hough! shares of Reliance wodh 
almost Rs I.OlVicrorciRuprivucpIx'C* 
incni deal lhal hinds the two to a kick-in 
penod of five years 'When the Reliance 
shares vrere Iluaiing around m lakhs and 
could have been picked up fr^un the Jiiar- 
kef. why did LTI go in for privalc place¬ 
ment? Now. die)' jannut sell these sha¬ 
res for ll le nc M five years. So. whose inte¬ 
rests is UTI sen ing? Certainly not of the 
imesom. who have pul ihcir money in 
II. This deal was clearly Uul(>r*madc by 
the gosemmeni for Keiianec,*' argues a 
hroka 

The gDvcntmcni also finds itself open 
to charges of favnuotisin on several 
uthcr CiHints. Hv instance, when Rclian* 
cc Capital and Finance Trust. Ihc fiiuin* 
cc wing <j( Ihe Reliance group, hit Ihc 
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maikci recent ly, the Reserve Bank of 
I ndia set a precedent by allow) ng it to tap 
forrigii funds un a fully repatriable 
basis. .Simdariy. when J.M. Mutual 
Fund opened its scheme. ShBl set o prC' 
cedent by allowing ii lo invc^i in oilier 
mutual fundv Comments a market ana* 
lysi, 'Maybe, both ihe decisions were in 
the ri ghi direct ion and maybe ibe govern* 
mem had indicated ils intcnliixi. Bull hut 
is hardly Ihc way to go ahoui u. The 
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authorities have opened (hem»clv» to 
chofges of favountism and using their 
discretionary powers. What we need, in 
order to deveJop our martlets, is lo do 
away with these discretionary powers. 
The regulators dtuuld lay down the rules 
clearly and anyone who meets (he condi* 
(ions should be able to operate. The 
government then cannot ime/vene or 
interfere with who gets In and who stays 
out." 

Another stq) taken by the govern* 
mem to boost the falling market is defi* 
niiely more welcome. It finally removed 
the bun on options and futures trading 
and thus cletu^ the path for setting up a 
mechanism for a new type of forward 
trading on the Indian exchanges. Says 
setnor executive director of SEBI. C.B. 




Bhavc. 'll hud been our rccommcnJa- 
lion lo the government Ihai if options 
and futures had io be started, ihcn the 
legislative ban on the mechanism should 
be removed first. Now. we can think 
about setting up the new system.'* 

Bhavc saysihainwillheuptuthcmui* 
ket lo respond lothc new siiuaiion. **11 is 
for the market to decide when it is ready 
to trade with the new instruments. Our 
job will be to regulate the new mechan* 


While the debate 
on badia is 
unlikely to end in a 
hurry , it is certain 
that the market, 
long suffocated by 
the absence of a 
forward trading 
coute, has taken 
enthusiastically to 
options trading 


isin MUj sec that U meets mir sumdards. 
so (hat wtilcmcnt is siTHMiih and Umcv is 
no liir^e-scule default.' he say's 

However, (here are Hjmt; conditions 
that need lu be fulfilled beJorv options 
and futures trading can resume first 
is the establishment ol a cenirul clCdnng 
corpivnnion ihtf will guamnicc the 
irudcs entered into by various counier* 
panics. .Amithcr condition is (hat all indi* 
vidual s who trade in opi ions w i 11 ha Vc ir» 


BHAT 


"4 small amount 
of speculation Is 
always a must for 
any market, in our 
markets, most of 
the deals are 
driven or 
generated by 
intermediaries, 
and a number of 
reslHctions have 
almost pushed 
them lo a comer** 


mcci the capital adequacy norms Uid 
down by the regulators, and ihe criteria 
liir underlying seriph for the options 
(rode will have to he specified. 

Several brokers tike Damani xlill nts* 
i St on hiM/tu. saying i hat options and futu • 
res will lead lo pure and simple specula* 
lion, and if spetulalion is a diny word, 
then why bring ii in at nil''They feel that 
haJtu. with u few intxlilicalions, would 
have been hciier 'ban ihc allcmalive that 
IS being pniposcd now. However. 
Bhavc IS firm. "Botilu was opaque and 
was often manipulated. The market 
Itself realised it aixl whenever (here was 
j major upheaval, the first thing lu face 
Ihc axe was fktdtu. That system of Inid* 
mg should have been either refined to 
nKMt the standards of regulation of 
today s world or ii had lo be replaced. 
Wc offered the stock exchanges a new 
fkkila. which had in*hu»1( safety feaiu* 
res. hut the exchanges were ihu keen on | 

It.' I 

While the debate on h(4dh is unlikely 
t<i end in a hurry, tt is ccduin lhai the mur* 
kd. long suftocated by Ihc absence of a 
forward trading mote, has taken c'othusl* 
asiicdlty to options trading. 1'hc succ^d* 
iflg jumps of more than .^0 points on (wo 
trading days inJiciiic lire upbeat mood. 
But the upward movement will be anyth* 
mg but carefree. The market will remain 
full of uncertainties till the results of the 
ekviions in the five stales that go to the 
psdis in February are declared, and it is 
clear ihai the present govemment will 
survive and press ahead with (he refor* 
ms. ’The first indication of that will he 
the Budget, which could very well make 
rtf break the Indian capital morkets, at 
least in the shun run. • 

ItanHr Mtyar/Bo«6#y 











Therefore, any advice of radicaJ charac* 
ler which I proffer in these columns will 
be of fnarginal value to him or to ihe 
peof^e who are advisini him. as he fives 
the final shape to what may be his and 
the Narasimka Rao |ovemment*s last 
Budget before the neat gertereJ elections. 

Yet, the objective of my eaentous in 
these columns is not as much to influen¬ 
ce the ftnance minister as lo shape public 
^nion and encourage public participa¬ 
tion Id the Budget fmnulaiioo process 
by removing (he mystical high-Hnance 
aura, which surrounds (be budgetary pro¬ 
cess. If the democratic system of the 
government, which the ration has adt^ 


OdiPTVtAKORE 


A decisive thrust is 
needed to revitalise 
the country’s economy 


By (he time you 
read these lines, 
Union finaiKC 
minister Manmo- 
han Singh will be 
giving the final tou¬ 
ches to the Union 
government's 
Budget for the fis¬ 
cal vear 1995-96. 


that lay citizens understand the basics of 
the Budget formulation process and 
become aware of the reality that econo¬ 
mic development, which is to a great eit* 
ent influenced by the taxing ard spend¬ 
ing plans of the govemmenU necessita¬ 
tes the clear articulation of national prio¬ 
rities. It is the consistent failure of past 
Budgets and elaborate central plans to 
highlight national priorities and to devi¬ 
se effective ways and means to attain 
them, which is responsible for resource 
and talent-rich, post-Independence 
India having descended to the ranks of 
the 20 poore si nations in the contempora¬ 
ry world. 

Stripped of the ritual and hype which 
surrounds its annual presentation in Par¬ 
liament. the Union Budget is a simple 
statement of inleni of the Union govern¬ 
ment. indicttuig its ei^ienditure plans 
and how it hopes to ftnance its proposed 
expenditure. Unfortunately, b^ause of 
the pervasive influence of the teadtings 
of Kart Marx and the spre^ of commun¬ 
ism and aocialism in the 20th century, a 
widespread general belief in the effec* 


Manmohan Singh has to 
give the Union 
government's budgetary 
process a directional thrusU 
which will make the 
economic reforms the nation 
needs irreversible 


tiveness and capfrDilities o( the omnipo¬ 
tent. omniscient ^ ate or government 
which can solve all the probkms of 
societies by direct intervention in 
industry, commerce artd social welfare 
services, persists. 

Fortunately, the collapse of commun¬ 
ism in the Strict Union and the nations 
of Eastern Europe in the Nineties, and 
the exposure of the utter bankruptcy of 
their economies have exposed the padic- 
tk mfirmitics of omnipotent, omnisci¬ 
ent gov er nm en ts. It is now high lime that 
India's Uniort Budget nflects this con¬ 


temporary reality. 

Consequently, the firsi phoriiy of the 
Union government should be to reduce 
its presence in (he arena of business and 
com m er c e, so that it is able to concentrS' 
te on discharging its basic functions. 
This necessitates the rapid privmisation 
of the central government's suppurating 
public sector enterprises (PSEs), which 
earn barely a two per cent return on the 
Rs 1.40.000 cme capital employed in 
them and also engage a disproportionate 
tine of government and the administra- 
dve services. 

Contrary lo popular belief, genuine 
privatisaiicm of PSEs presents the Union 
and stale governments with an opportu- 
ally to put their messy and incredible fin¬ 
ances in order and redraw their privi¬ 
ties. The market value of the assets of 
(be central govenunent-owned PSEs is 
conservatively estimated at a rrossive 
Rs5.00,000 crore. This mcmey. if realis¬ 
ed (through German-style, worldwide 
auction oi PSEs. lock, stock and barrel), 
could be put to much better use than 
being locked up in haemorrhaging enter- 













pnxes providing shoddy goods and 
services. 

O n the expenditure side of die UnkNi 
govcmmenrs annua) Budgei. die 
highest allocalion (Rs crore) is 

for inieresi payrhenl upon sums borrow¬ 
ed by the govemmeni to finance well- 
inicnuoned but obviously uQiucce&sful 
projects. Therefore, (he finance mini¬ 
ster's Hn^t priority should be lo allocate 
sums realised through the auction of 
PSEs to annually retire a portion of the 
nationa! debt, so that (his massive 
annual outflow by way of iniereu pay¬ 
ments is reduced, making it easier for 
him and his successors '.o balance the 
Union Budget. 

On (he other hand, while intere^i pay¬ 
ments constitute (be head accounting for 
the highest outgo on the expenditure 
side of the Union government's Budget 
ledger, education — vitally necessary to 
develop a nation* a human resources — 
is Che h^ of account which receives (he 
lowest allocation. True, education is a 
stale government subject under the Con- 


A modest allocation ofRs 
10,000 crore would facilitate 
the construction of one 
thoroughly modern primary 
school in every 
administrative block 


stimtion. But the grim reality is (hat the 
annual expenditure of the central and 
stale govemmeois between them rarely 
exceeds 3.S per cent cf tbc gross nation¬ 
al product (agaiosi the world average of 
5-6 per cent). And even this meagre 
annual outlay is skewed in favour of 
higher rather than primary education. 

Hierefore. the national intecesi 
^fiuuids that a massive investment is 
made in (he primary infrastructure with 
the central government taking the lead 
in this direction. *nienfore. a portion of 
the proceeds raised by the prudent 
public auetkm of PSEs could profitably 


be invested in education. As outlined in 
my last cdumn in Sundav (15 January, 
/995), a modest allocation of Rs 10.000 
crore would faciliute the construction 
of one thoroughly modem, international- 
standard primary school, with a holding 
capacity of 300 students, m every admi¬ 
nistrative block into which the nation is 
demarcated for adminiscraiive purposes. 

*nitrc are ocher ways and means avail¬ 
able to the finance minister to raise 
resources for socUl welfare and develop¬ 
ment. which is the (Himary function of 
tbe government. If the size of the puMic 
sector is reduced by the divestiture of the 
PSEs, it will be posable for the Union 
govenuneni to r^uce its massive admi¬ 
nistrative expenditure (Rs 12.000 crore 
in 19^-95). Moreover, while it may not 
be poksiMe to reduce defence expenditu¬ 
re. it is possible to persuade the defence 
service chiefs, who command some of 
the nation’s finest engineers to build cri¬ 
tical mads, bridges etc., to strengthen 
(he nation's crumbling infrastructure. 

Other opportunities to raise resources 
art also available to the finance mini¬ 
ster. Reduction in the marginal rates of 
direct taxes sinev! (he mid-Eighties, has 
witnessed a dramatic rise in the direct 
ux revenue of the Union government. 
Likewise, the reduction in import duties 
by the Narasimha Rao government has 
transformed (he customs department 
irtto the most important revenue source 
4^the Union government. Therefore, the 
logic of Ux reductim to boost demand 
and augment government revenue, 
extended to excise dutiek last year, 
should be pereisted with, 

It is now painfully clear that the see¬ 
mingly intractable development pro¬ 
blems of high-potential. post- 
Independence India are not rooted in a 
lack of invcstiblc resources, but in the 
poor and wasteful deployment of sizea¬ 
ble investible resources consistently 
made available lo the Union and state 
governments by the people. The chal¬ 
lenge confronting Manmohan Singh as 
he shapes the contours of what is likely 
to be his last Budget, is to give the Union 
government's b^getary process the 
decisive directional thrust, which will 
make the economic refomu the nation 
needs, irreversible. The big question is 
whether he can rise to (he occasion or is 
he likely to be just another Union finan¬ 
ce minister destined to become a footno¬ 
te in Indian history. * 
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BUSINESS MARY 


■ Hard to Ignore 

W hile Indian states are 
bu&y outbidding one 
another to atinict more und 
more foreign invesimenu 
With varying degrees tjf 
success, foreign countries, 
too. are c!osely monitoring 
business poientiuls in India. 

To begin vkiiih. the state of 
Neuchalel in Swit/erland 
has drawn up an exclusive 
programiiw to attract Indian 
companies lo set up bases 
there for business in Europe. 

The hard'iO'refu&e offer 
from Neuchaiel. announced 
by Francis Sermet, 
economic minister, during 
his recent visit to India, 
includes, among other 
things, low'imeresi and 
stile-guaranteed loans, an 
attractive tax programme 
and subsidy for jobs created. 

According to Sermci. the 
economic integration of the 
European Community and 
European Free Trode 
Association, coupled with 
the opening up of thcEastem 
Bloc countries, has malle 
Neuchate! a strategic base, 
which the Indian companies 
could make good use of. 


■ A triMidty’ 
approach 

W ith global concern for 
environment 
becoming stronger every 
day. biotechnology-related 
pr^ucis are currently being 
perceived as the only 
solution to environmental 
problems. For countries like 
India, which have seen little 
significant development of 
biotech products, the export 
potential, therefore, k 
limitless. 

The enormous market for 
such products has attracted 
sevcf^ Indian companies, 
such as the Rs l.OOO-crore 
Southern Petrochemicals 
Industries Corpmiion 
(SPIC), which is all set to lie 
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EVENT OF THE WEEK 


The Supreme Court directs asbestos units to 
compensate workers 




% 



A few yean agi>. scientists in the West 
discovered that woriters.coniinuouNly 
exposed to the dust and fibre of Asbestos, 
were prone to a disca.se called 
Asbesiosis. a condition which leaves the 
lungs damaged. The issue was hotly 
debated ahrnad. and after swift 
deliberations, Asbestos companies w'ere told to replace the 
offending material and some companies were or^red to 
pay hefty compensations to victims. 

So far. the Indian asbestos workers have had no such 
compervsatioAs coming their way But a public mteresl 
petiiuMi hy the Consumer Hducation and Research Centre 
i n Ah medabad has highi igbted the asbestos workers' 
plight and has given labourers exposed lo this 
occupationaJ h^lth harard. some hope for the fuiure. 

TIk Supreme Court, last week, directed asbestos 
industries all over the country to pay Rs 1 lakh as 
ccHnpensAtkm to affected workers within three months, 
after the National Institute of OccupationaJ Health has 
i sNued a health check certif cation lo them. 

The apex court gave five ocher imponant directives, 
which ore expected to benefit more than 11,000 pec^ 
employed in 74 units across the country. Most of these 
uniu ore in Gujami, Madhya Prade«^h. Maharashtra. 
Haryana. Delhi, Andhra Pradesh. Karnataka and K^a. 

In addition, the court directives say ihal the units will 
have to maintain health records of their workers for 40 
years during service and for 15 years after retirement. This 
is to ensure that ihe worker can cl ai m adequate 
compenvai ion in case of baalih problems caused by 
asbestos poisoning. 


up with overseas companies 
for marketing its products in 
West and South Asia. 

The marketing pacts are 
aimed at upping the 
growing global market fev 
bio chemicals and 
bio-control agents. SPIC is 
alsointhe(»ocessof 
registering its neem-based 
pesticide with an American 
outfit, which is expected to 
undenake the concentration, 
formulation and marketing 
operations. 


■ At your 
serviM 

I niematKirul Finance 
Corporation (IFC), ihc 
World Bank agency 
responsible for promoling 
the private sector, has un 
encouraging message for 
Indian cnircpreoeurx. 

Gilhen Marrou, an IKC 
represenutive who was 
recently in (Calcutta, lold 
SVNOAV I hat the institution 
WAS hiding to double its 
invcsimcnis in India in a 
year’s time 

"In ilw past, we were 
doing all our work on India 
from Washington DCV Bui 
the fact that we have now 
conie here ^hows that we arc 
taking much more imerest." 
he said. While strexsing that 
the IPC would finance "any 
gond project", Marrou said 
that the agency was 
particularly interested in the 
power, mining, fertiliser and 
automobile industries. He 
cited the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation’s 
Budge Budge plant as an 
example of Ihc "good" 
projects the IPC is financing 
in West Boigai. 

On what criieria would 
the IPC call a prc^i 'good* ? 
"Returns, of coune." was 
Mama's reply. "Then we 
willlo^ into the 
cflvironmenial and 
employmem aspects.*' he 
added. • 
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Scoring a point 

H.D. Deve Gowda defuses the Hubli crisis on Republic Day 


T wse who had predicted trouble in 
Hubh. Karm^u, on Republic 
Oty this year were mistaken. The 
Bharauya Janata Pany (BJP), whkhhad 
vowed to re-enaci the Bahri Ma.%jid may* 
here on 26 January if ita leaders were not 
allowed to hoist the naiional tricolour in 
the contentious Idgah Maidan on (hat 
day, had to rest content with a non- 
political orgam5aiM>ntodothai)ob. And 
contrary to predictions thai the newly* 
formed Januta Daf 
government in the state 
would be struggling to 
overcome the crisis, the 
flag'hoisting in Huhli 
actually brfnighi kudus 
for chief minister H.D. 

Deve Gowda, And in 

retrospect, al I the elabora* mjam 

tc security iirTangcmcni.s 

that were mode in this 

small town on 26 January 

were unnecessary. ^ 

But then, the new Kar. 
natuko government was 
unwilling to take any ^ 

chances. The Idgah Mai- 
dan issue was still a Jive ^ 
one and mcnuirics of the . 
vioicnci* on ItxJepcrKJun* 
ce Day lust year was still LJE4 - 
fresh ui Uk people’s 

memory. -—— 

As with the Bahri MasjiJ Issue, this 
one too was raked up by the BJP and its 
saffron brigade. Till the matter was poll 
ticised. the Idgah Maidan was a small 
field in the heart of Hubli which was 
managed by the Anjuman*e*hlam 
(A£I), a religious‘Cum*educational trust 
of the Muslims. Three years buck, the 
BJP floated an outfit called (he Rashira 
Dhawaja Samrakshana Samithi. which 
pul forward the following demands: 

• The Idgah Maidan be renamed the 
Rani Klttui ChiinaiiuTia MaiOan lafter 
the brave queen who fought the British). 

• That the national flag should be hoist* 
ed (here on such important occasions as 
Independence Day and Republic Day. 

Realising the mischief potential 
behind such demands, especially after 


the Babh Masjid affair, sucutssive state 
govensmems have refused to even consi* 
der them Moreover, the ownership of 
Idguh Maidan was alrcudy under dis¬ 
pute. The AH I claimed that the maidaii 
belonged to it and had even started build¬ 
ing a commercial complex there. But 
(his was siuyed by a coun oidcr. afier ihc 
Dharwad Municipal C'oqkiruliun inuiii' 
laiised that Ihc Ahl only had the nghis to 
use II for $uimaot purposes 




H.O. 8o«d»: pilllfii 9ff i coup 

The AFJ. which had mai ni luncd a h »w 
profile in the beginning over ihc llag- 
hoisting issue, lohl the local adminislra* 
lion firmly Iasi year that ihe Muslims 
would not allow the BJP to unfurl ilic In* 
colour on J 5 August al the Idgah Mui* 
don. And as icnsitm muunicd and the po v 
bicm look on a distinct c<irruiiunul 
colour, the then Vecrappa Miuly regime 
ordered the army and the police to 

thwart the BJP plans 

Rut despite Ihc secuciiy bundtilMtsf. 
there was violence in Huhli on 15 
August Iasi year. And the polKC had u> 
resort to firing to keep BJP sujiportcrs * 
away, killing at kasi six people and Inju* | 
ring many others. Worvr. ihe violence 
soon spread ici other purls (if ihe stale. 

Thii tune, chief minister fX'vc 
Oowda started working on the issue 
right from the time he hHik over ilw reins 


of Ihc Male in November last year. His 
problems were compounded by the fact 
that Ihe BJP had won ail the three seats 
from tltc Huhh area in the November 
Assembly pulls. Realising that it would 
be pointless to even attempt lo solve the 
problem through force, Deve Gowda 
began working on a compriurtisc formu¬ 
la By now. the BJP hod inadc it clear 
ihai if ihe state govermneni or the Abl 
would mu unfurl the national flag ui the 
_Idgah Maidan on 26 Jan¬ 
uary. II would jsk its cud- 
rcs to dr> so. 

Meanwhile, state BJP 
leaders asked their fol¬ 
lowers lo congregaie in 
Huhli on 26 January. The 
state government Tespon- 
ded by despatching a 
large posse of para* 
military forces, which 
cordoned off the Idgah 

In Bangalore, Deve 
Gowda kept working on a 
peace fonnuU. Ai an all* 
puny tivciing. the chief 
^ minister mode u pussiotia* 
tc appeal to the Al:! 

I leaders to defeat (he 

__ _I HJP’s designs 10 use the 

Huhli issue for poiitkAl 
-—--advantage. 

Thai seems to have paid off. 
1 hough ilicrc were some differences 
wiihmihe AIil over the issue, uliimaieTy 
gotKl sense prevailed and the AEI presi* 
dent, (smoil A. Kaiubuddi. announced 
that he would hoist the flag to demonsira- 
ic (he secularism and patriotism of the 
Muslim cxKninunity. "There was nocom- 
IHjIsions for die Muslims to come lo 
Mich d dtx'ision Bui wc did so lo give a 
fitting reply to the communal and anti- 
naiionnl liincs,** he reasoned. 

On 26 January, ul Ihc appoinied hour. 
Kaluhuddi hoisted the national flag at 
the Idgah Maidan. much ui the relief of 
Deve Gowda and (he locals. And in one 
.stroke, the chid minister has won the 
hearts of a large number of people in the 
state. • 











THE BRAT 
PACK 

Why are so many children of the rich and 
famous taking to crime these days 7 

ly. All SIX piiliccincn wciv urrcsicJ ami 


I n March Iasi year, the Delhi K>licc 
a rresksJ ihc >on of a Icadi ng I iquur 
contraclnr, u XI staiKlaAl sip^ni 
of li SVC 11'known public school, for 
sicaliiig a Marub-UXMI car. This 
was (he fourth time he had been caughi. 
but as before, released un hail. 

Me had an accomplice, his classmaic. 
whose faihcr woris in Ihc Uni led 
Niuions in Delhi. He loo was NnAcd in 
all (he police MRs iKirsi Inrurmaliixi 
Report) as a co-uccsimplicc aixJ is now 
oui on bail. 

Then Ihere is the ease ugainsi two 
other boyv. both nf who failed in the 
CBSK (Central Board of Secondary lidu> 
cation) examinalioo. One of (hem called 
the nther'.s father, an executive. Iron) a 
!>ouih Delhi guest-house, made out he 
had kidnapped his son. and demanded a 
niAvom of Rs 20 lakh. The police traced 
(be call and arrecied them. I^lci. 
however, ihe case was driippcd. 

The olhei sensatfonal dcvcfopmcni 
coneerrwd the son uf ihc current mines 
secretary. Ashokc Chandra Sen. Anin- 
dya Sen, his son. had gone lo the markei 
in Moti Bagh near his house lo return u 
video-tape. 

A police jeep obstructed his way. 
When he asked it to be removed. Narin* 
dcr Gulaii, Ihe slation house ofTiccr of 
the Moti 6agh police station, and Krish* 
na Kumar, a constable, refused. After 
that, the versions differ 
Anindya's version, carried by 
SuNUAY and other newspapers in Apr\\ 
of last year, was thai six policemen, 
including Gulati and Kumar, had physi¬ 
cally assau I led hi m. token him to the pidi* 
ce station, and locked him up. His father 
&aid (ha; when he went to the police sta- 
iion to release his xon. he was assaulted. 

Sen. then the food secretary (before 
falling out with Kalpnath Rai over sugar 
j mports). cranked up the police mjchinc* 


suspended 

Culiiii. Kumar and the four other sus. 
pended pnltccmcii. who've liled a cisil 
suit, say ihoi ii dkln'i ipitic happen that 
wjy They say. Aniitdyo started ihe 
fight, alter which they thrashed him 
Thai ilicy chw t deny. What Ihcy'tc 
angry about, however, iv that no case has 
been rcgivicrcd against Aniiid) a 

They claim ih,ii he had got into u s( rap 
with Ihc polivv before In l*^2.aAassig' 
am suh-inspector ol police. Rohiav 
Singh, had horded Sen for rash driviiie 
Singh was suspended for this, and dievi 
ol shock a few months later. 

Guridrat's 
harkat 

The adventures of Beam 
Singh's grandson 

I n Chandigarh, (hey are known as 
lerribU , From slagiping poli* 
cemen on duty to eve-teasing to 
abducting young girl^. they have 
done it all and goc away. Ever since 
Beam Singh became the chief mhu- 
sier of Punjab, the revidems xi Qw- 
6ga(h have had to bev with dK dne 
wayward grandsons — < Gurkirai, 
H^iml and Amam^p ^ of this 
senior Congress lender. 

Of die three, k's Gurkirai w4x> has 
been most ia the news fte (he wrmg 
reasons. Kc moves around in a Matu* 
d Gypsy escorted by Punj^ Police 
coRunindos and ^ most pan of cte 
day. hangs aroun^ pirts' schools in 



(he city. And If die veteran CPI 
leader from funjab, Satpal Dang, is 
to be believed. Guridrat has even hfi* 
ed a bouse in Sector 35 in Chandi¬ 
garh which he has turned into a "sex 
den'. 

lo fact. Gurtarat's wnt runs far and 
wide in Punjab. Some lime back, be 
forced girls of Ihe local Guru Nanuk 
Po^ School (D wear skins instead 

u^r-kemeeL the school dress. 
Aod the school auihoriiies were so 
scared of Gurkirai that they did not 
even kidge a coruplainl with Che 
pohee. 

tt*s MR ih**t com^aiQing would 
hav * helped much. The entire police 
Rwct in Otandigarh U w> temfted of 
Guikirai ' brothers that they 
would ntK. lO away from the 
scene than coiiliuni die chief mini- 
sier's gmndsoi^s. And on rare occa- 
alonfi when acme cop picked up the 
courage lo opmse Gurkirai, the 
' less poUce onfeer has hdd to sum 
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Kas hur^ned before la%i 
year. Ii\ 1990, an anny office r\ 
M>n >iudyin^ in <>nc of Delhi *> cliie 
tthixils. along with aclas«nuiv, hurgk^i 
the bou«c of one of Delhibesi'known 
cunliologi^t. K.L C'hopra. and earned 
away jewellery and hi^ ctir. Both were 
noM aiHl the hoys blew away ihe monev 
at a fivC'Star hiitel in Kaihinamtu, Later, 
rtiey were anvsted. 

The snnic year, Ginsh Duhey. son of 
an Mi-A fioin Borivli, a Bombay sub* 
urb. was atTVsied for ducoiiy along with 
seven friciHls. oil from rich families. 
They h4d dressed upas policemen, enter' 
<ti the hoUH' of a Marw^ari businessman 
irstensibly to conduci a sciirch, lied up 
die businessman's wife and H*rvant, and 
cxuivd wiih Rs h lakh word) of ca^h 
and jewellery. 

f^bey issiill in Jail, When the poliee 
traced the crime to them, ihey also dis* 
covered that tlie hoys hud com mi lied 
iwo murders. Aj^xircndy, they would 
hire ears fnxn five slur hiiiois, and in 
iwsi eases ai kast, killed the drivers in 
reimifc plus es, and I Iwn m >ld i he veil iclc». 

Bombay's other sctisaiional ease was 
when Kokilahen Vohra was siubhi*d to 
deuil) in her Kiidi lesidence hy three rich 
college siwdeius, friends sif her son's. 

Other cities and towns also have their 
bhatv of mu I leering rich kids. But in 


extreme humiliation. 

Take, fur instance, wbat happened 
on ianmashiami day in 1993. On that 
day, Gufkini arriv^ with his muicir* 
cade near a temple in Secior 37 
where young girls were offering 
puja. When a police officer on duty 
thm %iijppc^ Ourkim from gening 
voy close to die temple, Betnt 
Singh's grandson got off his \ehicie. 
snatched the wireless sei thac the 
cop was carrying and ^Htaed hun in 
puMic TbcD, he got into Ms car and 
sped away, nearly running over die 
stunned pol icc ofTker. 

No eon^iuni was lodged for 
some time. But when local newspa¬ 
pers made an issue out of this, the sub- 
in^)ecior went ahead and Bled a sir* 
ing of cases ag&imi Gurtilnu. Even 
(hen. he was never called to the poll* 
ce station for questioning. 

Bui the case that received maxi* 
mum publicity and nearly landed the 
chief mlniiter in trouble is the loikm' 


Being Punjab chief 
minister Beant Singh’s 
grandson has helped 
fiarfciratSin^ (left} to 
get away with every 
conceivable type of 
crime—from 
eve-teasing to 
kidnapping young girls 


ous fCatia Dumand episode. Last 
yev, Guikirai happened to run imu 
Katia. a French tourist, and her 
toyan friend al a coffee shop in 
Cfaa^igvh. taur. Gtfkirai and his 
security guards stormed imo the 
house when she was suying. In the 
police report that Karta lodged, she 


has alleged that Gurkirai sexually 
asuulted her. 

The Chandigaili police Inhully tri¬ 
ed to hush up the case. But Katiatook 
up the moiier with the French embas¬ 
sy in Delhi, which in turn, asked the* 
UiHofthome ministry to intervene. It 
was then that Beam Singh was forced 
to hand over him to the polkc. 

Even after Gurkirat's much- 
puWiciscd arrest, the Punjab Police 
made a farce of the whole thing. The 
chief minrsier's grandson wai put up 
In a posh goveramciu guest^iusc in 
a holiday rc&on, whkhihe policedsu• 
mcd was a makC'shifi jai). Later, an 
indent! ficaiion parade wws ordered 
by ihe court. Til I now. ii is not known 
whether Kali a had indemiricd Gurki- 
m us the guilty. 

Today, Gurkirat is out on boil and 
it seems likely that he will gel him¬ 
self out of trouble because dw Punjab 
Police is needlessly dragging its feel 
over the investigations, a 
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TRtNSS 



Vijay Karan (left), a 
former Delhi Police 
commissioner, says 
that in order to fulfil 
their needs in a 
consumerist society, 
the rich children often 
take to crime 


Bombay and Delhi, they ai least get G>oprt*s bouse, he says, "During the 
reported, if not always ac^ upon. intenofation he acknowledged that Iw 

Mabesh Nanin Singh, Joinicomtnis- was used lu luxunous life. He took to 
stoncf of Bombay Pol ice. cri me branch, crime in order to fulfi 1 his desires.** 
denies even this, "Naturally, the injured Rajeeh Parikh. a consuliam psyebiair* 
party will report the crime.’* be says. *So ist with Bombay’s Jasiok Hosptud, has 
the crime cannot go unrepiirtcd. As tor another view He says. 'Rich children 
the bribes (to quash cases), the paretiis resorting to cKme ranging frwn petty 
have not resorted to such lacUcs to my thefts io rape and murder are vtuallycry- 
knowtedge. They merely come and beg ing for attention. In many ways a rich 
the police to release their children.’* kid is more deprived than middle'class 

Deepak Misbra, depu> ■■ jmlw 

ty commissioner of poll* 

cc (DCP), west Delhi, dis- " '-ww* 

agrees though. "There is ' 

pressure no doubt in the 0 

police to register the 

he says. "Since we ^ 

have to see the vktim's ^ ' 

aide, wc can^i ignore the ' w ^ 

registration of cases. But > 

even though the ca.se » ^ ^^9|B L 

registered and they are > 

remanded to police cusuv ^|B 

dy for a couple of days, _■ 

they are easily bailed out **^RI^M 

by (he parents. " 

And. according to ^ X 

Delhi Police, cases of r 

kids wrong are ^B| 

increasing, (hwgh not in ^ Wn 

sensational AI ok CJ 

KumarVenna. south Del* mM 

hi's DCP, has made a V ^B 

small study of it. In 1993, 'HI 

for which he has 
66 children of we11'to*(k> 

families were involved in t 

crimes, 28.94 per cent ^ 

more than the previous 

says the crimes RRHIPBIB!! 

committed by children 

from less affluent or poor |oWVB|rfTn 

families increased great- IpiBBfln 

ly more. And yet. the near- |lilill|iU£2Um 

)y 30 per cent rise in cri- 

mes of the rich is another PBliplH 

sort of record. 


(ion he wants. Either in frustraiion or in a 
bid to make his parents sit up and notice 
him. he ends up taking drastic actions 
like commiiORg crirne 
The pHychiathsi aniculaies yet ano¬ 
ther reason. "'Children from very rich 
families.” he says, "grow up measuring 
their self-esteem only by material 
objects, and not by their character. 
Hence, there is constant need to attain 
more and more material objects, 

_He adds, ""Especially 

^^^BB ihe nouwu 

riche, children are not 
! inculcated with a .sense of 
BS( ^ values. There is very little 
B^&* I rt^poci for other human 
beings.” 


HJ Wh'M holds too for those 
I I whn"rc absolutely 
n powerful. Beam Singh"s 
|L grandsons, Gurkirant 
1 Singh. Harkirat Singh 
I and Amandeep Singh 
[1 (erv hoj) fall in this cate* 
ft $oty. And as it seems. 
m AnindyaSentoo. 

3 But police officers in 
B Delhi and Bombay urge 
not to make too much of 

«« rich kids turning criminal. 
They have a poini inso¬ 
far as il minimises the cri¬ 
mes of the less well-to-do 
or poor children. Says 
>> Parikh of ja.slok Hi>spi- 
tal. "We judge people by 
— the amount of morwy 

I they have. If a slum child 
steals we tend to treat it as 
a ncmnal phenomenon as 
we expect this response 
from them h^use 
they're poor. But if a rich 
k>d commits a crime, it 
shocks us." 


The riling crime graph 
Juu^^B in this bracket of society 
is . shocking enough. 
BBBB Verma, the south 

Delhi DCP. reports a 
71.06 per cent rise in 
crime in such children 
between 1992 and 1993. 

And yet. nothing is quite as sensation¬ 
al as rich kidx uking to crime. This com¬ 
es partly from the attempts to cover up 
(heir crimes. • 

<CR. Wotj OKtf irW> 


W hat causes nch W 

children to turn to J 

crime? There arc no easy 
dSMwert. Vijay Karan, a 
former Dcihi Police com- 
missioner. sayx. "India i.s moving towar¬ 
ds a consumenst society. Reebok shoes, 
five-star hotels. Omega watches, fast 
cars and girlfrierKls are the attractions of 
today"s teenagers. In order to have fun. 
and to fulfil their needs, the childam 
take to crime." Speak i ng of the army offi¬ 
cer* s son who burgled cardit^gist 


ones. 

Parikh goes on. "Parenis from very 
affluent families can* 1 distinguish betwe¬ 
en a dtild's envjiional needs and his 
material wants. They are so involved in 
their work that they merely cater to his 
wants with (heir money As a result, (he 
child misses out on the caring and atten- 






FOLIOW-U 


Slipping on oil 

Public opinion turns against the ONGC after the blow out 


A 


$ ihe devasiaiing fire ai ihc Oil were siniigling lu put oul ihe fire, the (cll«l wori. bui ihc districi udmiflisua- 
and Natural Gas Corpofaiioo's public agiuiioo led b) TDPMPG.M.C. lion developed cold feei in view of the 
(ONGC) well number 19 at Balayogi toi* a senous lum. Alihuugh niling animosity towards us," 

lapudi in the pctrokum-nch ONGC oTTki-U have »id that they will says S.K. MangJik, the ONGC chair- 
a-G^avari basin of Andhra \indcnake relief measures, a team of man. Regarding the charge that his orga- 
1) still rages, the ncwly-elected Mate legislators, whtchvisucd ihc blow- nisaiionwasonlyimeresiedinexploit- 
Desam Party (TOP) govern mem out site, alleged that there was large* mg the rich oil reserves of i he region, the 
tale is deie rmined to make politi • wale' bungling' and charged the ONUC ONGC ch ief says. "We have so far given 




Pasharlapudi in the petroleum-rich ONGC oflkidU huve said that they will 
Krishna-Godavari basin of Andhra vindenake relief measures, a team of 
Pradesh still rages, the newly-elected siatelegislaiors.whichvi^itcdihcblow** 

Telugu DesamPany (TDPlgovenimem out site, alleged that there was large- 
in the state is deie rmined to make politi • wale' bungling' and charged the ONUC 
cal capital out of the disaster. with being indifferent public agony. I royalties 

Chief minister N.T, 

Rama Rao and his par* 
tymen have already m^i* 

Used public pinion 
agamsl the ONGC, 
which, tliey say, has been 
exploiting the area's rich 
oil reserves . without 
bothering to initiate deve¬ 
lopmental programmes 
in (he region. 

In fact, such is the 
pubhc resentment against 
the ONGC that people iiv. 
ing near the blow-out site 
have been holding up cap¬ 
ping work. The villagers 
even refused to allow the 
fi rc ex peri s to dig another 
well, which is extremely 
necessary to cut oft the 
gas supply lo well num¬ 
ber 19, in the vtclnity till 

the ONGC top bras.s gave An •ll'party dnlegstlon confronts ongn^ vllloforo m 
the m a written assurance tlw blOW^wt llti: ffloblllstag ptbllc 0p\ hlon Ogol Ml 

that they would be sui tab* .... 

ly compensated. figured prwnioemly in 

ONGC has also been fighting a runn- the Andhra Pradesh Assembly. The rul¬ 
ing battle with several environmental mgTDPnvfnbena.swella«(he(^>pos»* 
groups. Ever sirtcc Ihe blo^' out in one of tion joi ned hands to criticise the ONGC, 
its welU at Komarada in 1993. environ- And everyone present in the House sup- 
mental activists have been gunning for ported chM’minisitr Rama Rao's dcci- 
the ONGC. And prawn fanners of the ston to wnd a delegation of kgislatorv to 
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An •If'party dnlegatlon confroofs angni vlllifnrf nm 
tlw blow^wt iltirfflpMllstag pibllc bplnlM agalMt ttw OMC 


delta region swear that (he pollution 
caused as a result of the oil fire destroy¬ 
ed the shrimp crop and that they were for¬ 
ced lo give up aqua farming altogether. 

The 8i h Jan uary blow out gas'e the ru I • 


Delhi to impress upon the Prime Mini¬ 
ster the need lo undertake drvclopinca* 
Ul aciivines in the Knshna-Goduvari 
region. A icsr^ui Ion wus also passed urg¬ 
ing the ONGC to cough up the Rs 2.^ 


ing TDP legislates and MPs of the reg* crore it had promiwd earlier for the deve- 
iem yet another opponuniiy to hit out U^xneni of Ihe delta areu. 
against Ihe ONGC. which, they allege. ONGC ofTwials. of course, dismiss 
has not been taking them into confiden- all allcguions of neglect as poliiically- 
ce while making fresh plans for (he area. motiv«^. "We lokl the di wrki collec- 
Thus. even ax (he ONGC experu tor to keep Rs SO lakh towards all the 


royal licN wonh R.s50 croreand 

other taxes — sales lax, 
[ purchase tax and rural 
2 development cess « 
^ amouming to Rs 71 crore 
g to (be Andhra Pradesh 
government." 

ONGC officiaK also 
claim that they have 
(pern around Rs 12 crore 
in repairing roads and 
bridges in the delta area. 
"We have also oflered Rs 
I 6 crore ax our coniribu- 
^ tion to (he Vaxishta 
Bridge. What can we do 
if the state govemmerU is 
yei to Stan the project?" 
says (be ONGC chairman. 

In fact, the ONGC offi¬ 
cials say that since the 
Eightkx. the organisation 
has been encouraging pri¬ 
vate entrepreneurs to lake 
f pan i n oil exploration and 

btOMC <ln^iing operations. Besi- 
___ de« two offshore depo- 

xiis, the ONCiC has also sought private 
partners for nearly ten more onshore 
wells in the Krishna-Godavari basin. 
Meanwhile, ihe ONGC is drawing up 
plans to cap well number 19. Of course, 
(he exercise rs proving to be a costly 
affair. CXfGC has already lost Rs 20 
crore due to the fire and is reportedly 
shelling oul Rs 1 Ukh per day to Ne^ 
Adams, the American oil fire expert, 
and his men. Add to that another Rs 50 
lakh that the organisaiion has spent 
towards evacuating people from the 
neighbouring villages and the losses are 
indeed whopping. 

But this IS a small price to puy for 
regaining people's confidence. • 


•IMOAV (--1«'tUbVi i«e 
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OnthegKHind 

7£e steps into a new domain with Siti Cable 




us( ihre« years ago. the cable fidelity signals to control rooms of cable 
industry was stniggling in an operators, via ^oTessioiMl grade cables 
environmeni of urKxrtainty. a^ amplifier. 




Id October 1992. Zee TV appeared on “As Siti CaUe franchisees, the cable hank,” feeis Ganguly So far Siti Cable 
the scene and suddenly the cable operators will be able to offer their sub* has managed to gel MOUs signed with 

ness look off. growing to unimaginable scribers as many channels a& are aval la* cable curators in Calcutta, Burdwan 
dimensions within a coupie of years Me for iransmission without additional and in some cities in the nonh*ea$i. 

Zee creaicd a spurt whkh lus resulted in expenses on control'rooin equipment,' Cabie operators who become franchi* 
appruxjmaiely 17 million households said Tarun Bhaiiacharya, Siti Cable seesuf Siti Cable will pay them a 25-per 
being hooked to cable networks acrou general maruger(iechni^K who is pre- cent commissirn per subsenber. In 
the country.' proclaims the Zee TV aentlyinvolv^ in a massive cablingqx* return, Siti Cable has assured 
publicity proposal. Them excellent oualitv of 

This might sound like 
blowing a tuba rather 
than a trumpet, but the 
fact remains that it is not 
all hot air. The difference 
in the number of hou^* 
hold cable connections 
between the pre-Zee and 
(he posi'Zee era extend¬ 
ing from June '92 to 
February '9^ wa.x 2.12 
million, according to a 
survey done by research 
bureaus IMRB/E* 

Small/AlF^ZeeEst. 

Today, a$ Zee is gain¬ 
ing in popularity in Asia, 
it has been moving into 
regional markets as well. 

Bangle Zee, Tamil* .,.v 

Telugu Zee and Arabic _ . . «. ^ skies with its two sky 

Zee ore already on air and 6MW OpSTSlOCS WM STS fTMCftlSMS Of channels, Zee and FL. 

^ tui now stepped iitio $tii g 2S-|Mr CMt coiimistkm '*'« " 1 ”* ^ 

the Euro 5 )ean market. our foocpnnts on the 

with the buy ing up of TV ground, ~ declared 

Asia. Ganguly. 

Zee is. however, not satisfied. It has. ration. Siti Cable has already put up a ManabRoy, president of the associa- 
now stepped into a new domain and laun* nu mber of dishes in their Calcutta ofTi - lion of cable ope raiors. however fell ihai 
dxd a new cmcent, Siti Cable. ce. one of them being a 24-rooi dish, the the lerrrts laid down in the MOU of Siti 



Cabit operators wba are frmehisMt of 
SttI «NII pay a 2S-per cent commisakm 


Televi&ion Rating Points (TRP) 
comem. So wehaveioconcentr* 

ate on building up a good software 
hank,” feels Ganguly So far Siti Cable 
has managed to get MOUs signed with 
cable curators in Calcutta, Burdwan 
and in some cities in the north-east. 

Cable operators who become franchi¬ 
sees of Siti Cable will pay them a 25-per 
cent commissirn per subsenber. In 
return, Siti Cable has assured 
them excel kni quality of 
signals, security, more 
chuinels, stable subscrip¬ 
tion charges and freedom 
from worry over frequent 
expenses on additional 
cuntr<>i*room equipment 
with every new channel > 
The project on paper 
seems attractive, which is 
why I have agreed to 
bet^me a franchisee, bui 
Nve shall have to wail and 
see whether Siti Cable 
keeps its promises.*' .said 
a cable operator, who has 
signed an MOU with Siti 
Cable. 

“We are surely going 
to keep our promises; Zee 
has already walked the 
^ skies with its two sky 

IS Of channels, Zee and FL. 

IIqH We now intend to leave 
our footprints on the 
ground,' declared 

Ganguly. 


The Siti Cable project is based on a largest in the city* Cable were not very specific about the 

franchise arrangement between Siti "Wc are not rrwrely into cabling and future course of acUon to be takect by 

Cable and the cable iterators. The addi- transmission of a sky channel; Siti Cable them. Hence, he feels, cable operutors 

lion of new channels, (the number is intends to build a loca! studio in each are uncenain about the deal, 

expected lo go up to 40 in dx near futu- city of operation and create programmes 'And what about the future of master 
rt) poses the prc^lem of big in vestment of local interest and relevartcc.' said Sau- cable operators, who have already Instal • 
in hardwaro for small cable operators, nv Ganguly, head of Siti Cable opera- led sophisticated systems that can. with 
As a result, cable operators in different tkmsinCalciuu. mere additional modulators, show 40 

localities are offering disparate rvumbers At present. SiU is starting irtmsmis- channels?* asks Rpy. 
of channels 10 their atbscribers. sion with a sirtgle channel, operating Siti Cable is treeing on ground, but tt 

Siti Cable is setting up a network of from 6.30 am to 12.30 am. providing is hardly lecra-flmia. Only lime will tell 
control ruomsequipped with sophistical* information and enienainment with a whether their footprints will remain or 
ed hardware all over the country. These local flavour. 'Revenue for the channel not. • 
control rooms wi 11 apparently provide hi- wil I roll in only wttqr connectivity and t side nh wg 
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Heart line 


Instant cardiac care in Bombay is just a phone number away 


J anuary 26 ihU year brought an addi¬ 
tion to Bombay's list of easy- 
lo-remember einergency numbers. 
Number 105 will now put (he caller on 
to the *Hcar 18 hgade\ a mobile cardiac 
care service in (he ci(y. The caller can 
summon an ambulance equipped with a 
special cardiac monitoring system, artd 
(be patient, attended to by a c^iologist. 
a nurse and a male attendant (who will 
come with the ambulance), will be treat¬ 
ed on the spot, be it his home or office. 

A( present, (his unit 
coRsistv of a three- 
ambulance fleet. Each 
ambulance operates from 
three well-lutown hospi* 
laK in the city; Bombay. 

Jaslok and JJ. Huspiulv 
While (he ambulance^ 
belong to the brigade 
sponsored by the Rotary 
Cluh of Bombay, they 
will be manned by medi¬ 
cal personnel from (he 
re.speciive hospitals. And 
although only ciiiaens 
within a certain allotted 
area around each hospital 
can access this service, 
the sponsors hope to even¬ 
tually expand this 
24-hout, .^65-day service 
to operate from every reg¬ 
ion in the city, so that 
nobody is more than IS 
minutes away from emer¬ 
gency aid 

There are some hospi¬ 
tals in the city which 
already have their own 
special cardiac care 
ambulances: (he Bombay 
Hospital itself has had 
one since H7| and caters 
to three patients (on an average) 
everyday. Another privaie hospital in 
the suburbs charges Rs \,QOO per hour 
for a similar ambulance service. 

But the Heart Brigade means much 
more to the city. Says Dr B.K. Goyal. 
who initiated the first mobile cardiac 
unit in the city and possibly in the 
country; “The Heart Brigade is vei^ dif¬ 
ferent. First of all, there is Just one num¬ 
ber that is to be dialled, much like diall¬ 


ing the police or the Hre brigade. It rv 
easy to remember artd brings to any eitix- 
en first-class cardiac scrv ice " The spec! • 
a| number, 105. is provided hy (hcMaha- 
nagar TeJqAunu S’lgam Ltd. and has 
direct connecikMis to all the hospitals 
whidi have a Henn Brigade Mobile Cm- 
diac Care Unit tM<.TU). 

Dr Goyal. who is dean and head <if the 
depa/iment of cardiology with Bomhay 
Ho-^ital. explains the importance ol 


IWUWI 




"The Heart Brigade is a 
very different service,” 
says Dr B.K. Goyal, 
"because it brings to any 
citizen first-class cardiac 


.such a service, especially to people who 
might wonder why there a special ser¬ 
vice for heart patients and not fur others. 
"Fifty per cent of the deaths from heart 
ariack occur within one hour or isvo 
hours of the attack. By the time the pati¬ 
ent goes to hix physician, who recom¬ 
mends him to a hospital, or is directly 
brought to the hospital by taxi or hy ordi- 
nary ambulance, a lot of t i me i s lost." 

The Heart Brigade uniiv, each costing 
aNnii Rs 7.5 lakh, are equipped 
with mulli-channcl 
electro-cardiographs, bl* 
oud pressure and respi¬ 
ration monitoTH. The pati- 
eni can receive intraven¬ 
ous defibrillators, throm¬ 
bolytic therapy to remove 
bloodclots in the artvnes, 
shock and emergency 
puce-mukcrs. "These are 
treatments given to pati¬ 
ents who are fortunate 
enough lo survive the 
first hour of their heart 
attack and reach ho.spi- 
tal." says Goyal 
The Heart Brigade is 
the brainchild of a city 
businessinan, ManuMui 
Chawda, who had mulled 
over the idea ever since 
his wife suffered a heart 
attack ten years ago. She 
lay in a coma for eight- 
days at the Bombay Hos¬ 
pital because she was 
brought in too late. L&st 
year, Chawda made the 
rounds of the city hospi¬ 
tals, convincing many 
cardiologists who all 
thought very well of the 
idea The Heart Brigade 
^ n ; service will be maintain- 

cd by a trust, and will cost 
the patients only a nomi- 
na) fee, depending on the 
patient's to pay. 




care 


As Goyal xays. for a city that has an 
experience of to 40 heart attacks per 
day. (he advantages of such a .service arc 


immense 




65 























VERSY 


Fa ir or foui? 

A jury's verdict on a racist attack in the UK raises questions 


T he (rauniu hruiul ;insjuIi is scar¬ 
cely. if rver. In ih< case 

o1 Qu()dus All. h«>wcvvr. a 
n^yearMsIJ Buii^laticshi n.si^*nt ivf 
Ea^t Lon(k>n, u was nhire ihanjust irju* 
ma. One*an(l<a*hiill years upo UfV 
Sunday is\uf Juifi/ .i—9 (kioU'r 

/ he wyv uiutckeJ and kickc<l scdsc • 


Bangladeshi cumniunit) realised that 
ihe aiiack im <^uddus All was ui he jusi 
ajHtfhei raciid aiiack ihui sctiulii gii 
iinincd, Ti) aild lo ih(*ir hiiiemcss. Ok* 
pnnrNiing R;ingla(k*sliis w\*re jeervd «H 
by .Sk I nheads ouiside i he cc hi m i unn 
Pulling (he entire Hcnariit in perspec* 
live. Miiliainined Ilaque. chaiMiun ot 


1essby;agjngi>rwhiieyoulhs. Iiulieprv»* i ihi* ( immiiiice Piir Hang1a<lcshi Right« 




cess, he susiaineJ serious iKud mruries 
and was on a life*suppon sysiem Tor 
four * months. HemiarKnily hram* 
damagetl. he is still unable to (alk. feed 
or dresK hy himsell. 

1'he raclsi attack on 
Quddus All that led to the ^ 
outbreak of riots in the 
East End has left iruicli* M 
hie scars on ihc comniii* 
nily. A sense ol' helpless¬ 
ness pervMlcs the dcrcliei 
council estates and bleak 
streets of East l.ondon. as 
the law. it appears, docs 
not seem to he on their 
side 

There were several eye¬ 
witnesses <in that fateful 
Sepcemher evening when 
All bore the brunt of the i 
savage violence. Hut t 
only one arrest was made 5 
— John Rutter, a i 
22-year*old iormer ciKin* « 
cil caretaker — even 
though a wht*l< gang was ^ ” ** 

involved. judgt 

As ir this wasn't 
enough, at the trial this 
month, the jury at Souilt- 


in the l‘K. csMmnenied, The police 
invesiigaiiofi wav piiKs iiKiMiipclciKv, a 
shambles.* 

Alvi giving s mt til his anger was Shi¬ 
raz lidam. a ysHitlt woricr. 'Arc you viy* 


cult and Citfnples case...the investiga* 
lion is by no means closed " To pre¬ 
empt any further probing, a spokesman 
lor .SccHland Yard Miid "Wc don’t dis¬ 
cuss who wc inicrview " 

Ihc Asian community, underslanda* 
hly. secs the cITivis of the police ils half* 
licailcd. 

Vcicai in his condemnation was 
Kumar Murshid <if Ihc Tower Hamlets 
A nil-Racist CsimmUiee; 'The crlmimil 
justice system is failing to respond to the 
rising canc ol'rucisi violence which is 
dads dsstroymg lives like those ol Qud¬ 
dus All " 




¥ 




When Bangladeshis protested against the 
judgement outside the courtroom, they were 
jeered at by Skinheads 


wark Crown 0>ufi itKik barely 4.5 1 mg that the normal I y%upiT-<ffkicn( Bri- 
minutes 10 acsjuii Rutter on griHinds of lish police could ihH lind anybody ir 


minutes K) acs|un Rutter on griHinds of 
insufficient cvideiKc. 

The attackers, acc-ording to eye¬ 
witnesses. were blond and one of them 
wa^ *burv-chcsic<r. Rutter, mcidcniully. 
had dark hair and when asked to snip 
down (u his waist revealed (aiUKtson his 
arms and chests. Since none ol ihirn' prv- 
aeitl u( the seem* of atus k had nicmiomxl 
talluns, iIk* idcnlificalion luiadc w*orkc<l 
lohisadvimiage. 

As ihc only person charged wnh the 
assault walk^ free from the ciHitt. the 


lish police could ihH lind anybody 10 
charge w ith in such a in.Mic assjuiM?" he 
asked .Si'MiAY "Yet when some 
Banglade.shi vtHiihs pmiONicd mitskle 
Whitechapel H,vspiiai after the attack <vn 
Quddus All. I hey were arrvMed. How 
come they were charged so qiiiekly ami 
si til face trial* They were <aily pnHcsi- 
ing against racial violence. Bui those 
who carry out the attac ks go secH-lrve " 
The police havg. h'lwcvcr. defended 
themselves saying *11 was a thorough 
and commuted investigation ol a dil11- 


TIk* accusations, 

however, a^* not limned 
to the Asian community 
ulonc TreiK'hainly criti 
cal ol theiHlminiMfutioiis 
apathetic nptiriNKh. 
DavkI Haslain of Ihc 
Churches C'onumssion 
for Racial I u si ice said. 
‘.SonicIxxJv must know 
what went on. A wall of 
silence ix noi mccpiable 
lor the destruciuin of a 
lamily," 

But while the Asian 
con niiuii 11V demanded 
action and ;in >ik|uiry mio 
the incident, the most 
I thn poignant .statement came 

* from Bcguni Surauin 

w ere Nessji. niolher of Quddus 

All. who has lo single- 
hamlediv li>ok after her 
disabled son, "Those who 
ulnwist killed him will feel 
even nxire conlidcnt now," she said. 
"W'hui am I supposed to say that can 
even begin to get anywhere near t^ic 
I ruth of my feel in gs? W hy i s it n cri me in 
Britain to be Asian. African? Who 
govcniN ihisciiuntry'*” 

The decaying British sitcial sysicm 
will MMmcr ill iaier have to an'^wer 
Begum Surataii Ncssa's poignant 
4uery. • 

SArabunf iMu/tundoff 
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Gives your car that advantage 


Autornotne en 9 ine lechnoiogies are constandy Thi liend s 

lowards smaller er^nes wNcfi delivef more power but rev (aster anJ rur 
honer Tins more on ihe erigine as vreH as >is lubocanl 
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breahOown artd better proteclor tor your car an^rte-Casvol GTX Em. 
with enhanced hpuid engneenng 

The speoaly mportec base oils, selected addteve pacfcage wd 
TCfHfV) viscometncs ot Castrol GTX Em give your en^rw tee extra 
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Exccptionel engine protection and 
ckartinesa 

• Lei^ engine Hte 

• Smooth, noiaeless ruining 

• fteduceJ oH Mcfcening 

» te cr e aa ed reatelance to thermal and 
vbcoaBy braeltoown 

• Exceitent reetetar>ce to low temperiture 
sludge formettOA 
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W hat <lo you do when 
you've got squatters 
on your laml and can't 
gel them ofT? Or who 
do you a(^>roach when 
you're up against recovery of a hod 
loan? In both eases, forget the law and 
the courts. [| proves mure effective to 
take recourse to the neigh huurhaid 
fiooruia. as an incaMong number of 
aggrieved people ore finding out, for 
r^assal of these everyday problems. 

In Bombay for instance, almost any 
promoter would buy your land even if it 
I is plagued by several eiKoxichers. Once 
the land is bought, all ikit he will do is 
appniach the local diulo. who will gel 
I he I rcspas sers ev letcd i n no 11 me at al I. 

Welcome lo a parallel law enfoa'C* 
incru sinteture. 

1 hai the mafia have hcvn ar^Hind fcK a 
Uxig time now ts rhi serret, Bui the 
inc'rejsing depcrdeiice ol the eiti/enry 
on I his al lematc system has Mally sidel I • 
ned the legal structure, cspcelully in 
metropolitan cilice. 

A$ a woman, rnped by her uncle but 
unable to get any justice through the nor* 
mal course of law. says; "(i (the parallel 
siruclure) is fast, simple and very, very 
effect I VC." Determined to take avenge 
on her uncle, the rape victim discussed 
the problem with some friends who put 
her i n touch wi th a snu 11 *1 i me ci i mi niJ. 

“[ aully ihoughi this over' she says. 
"] have heard about people bemg imJobt* 
cd to these characters for the rest of their 
lives, but 1 really hod no option. I hod 
first uppo>iiched some women's groups 
hut (bey only offered me ciHinselling. 
Thca was no proof, so what could I say 
to the police. I knew mMhingoKild come 
out of all this. Resides, I wanted this 
man lobe hurt a.s much ai« [ wus.’ 

ForRs U>, 000 she got her wish. Apart 
from being hcaien up scvcafy with an 
iron rod. her uncle’s wrists were broken. 
In addition to being threatened with 
death if he approached the police, the 
man was relieved of his pay pocket uiu. 

D isgusted with lawyers who drag cli 
cnis deeper into the morass of legal 
L'onipficaiions lev si|ueerc txit rrusTC 
money, a legal system that takes ;in inor¬ 
dinately long time ova verdicts and a 
police force more intent on feeding off 
cn me rut her than stain p mg it ou i, i he av e* 
rugc citizen is now quite v>pcn about Ins 
preference. Hven trade unions are 
known td take help from these litHHuh 
elements to settle disputes. 













When Aliuf HiHrihay 

re^viderK, iiihcnieil j piece of lunU, he 
fiHitiJ u h;Kl been inkcn i)ver hy «i slum 
colony. Initially. M^ihaiiuncdi went 
through all the legul channels, but al'ief 
two decuiWs of udfounuTKrUs, non- 
appctiMnccs unU* other .ittemijnt legal 
hiKsles. he (Iccidetl to accept an offer giv* 
cn lohimhy uhuililcr 

"1 almost wish \\i done this earlier.* 
Iw udmiih. ’'Ilie iiuin handed me my 
cheque as soon as I gave up mv rights to 
(he land. Wluit w as tlie point in iny ginng 
l<i the court — it takes so long l<> get 
what is rightfully mine I've watched a 
generation of squatters grow up on my 
land and could do nothing about it. But 
I his man forced ihcm out within a fort¬ 
night,. and I know he didn't buy them 
off.' 

The accepted icrm when these 
methods are used to resolve disputes is 
'scnlement machinery'. Accidental 
fires. J few murders of strategically chos¬ 
en victims, molcstaticui of women, 
dircci threats, a mild slapping or !>reak' 
ing a few bones arc the usual methods 
used. 

But why is this happening? There are 
I wo points of view — that of the police 
and that of the judiciary. 

'Hte most succinct stateiiieni comes 
from deputy commissioner of ptdiet 
(DTP) Komant Karkarctil tbcccoiHMiiK' 



offences cell of the Bombay Police who 
itays: '‘Righl now two things arc happe* 
fling. Criminals are losing their fear of 
the law and viclinu arc losing ihcir res¬ 
pect for the law.* 

Karkarc contends that the police "arc 
invariably blamed for corruption and 
laxity. But if you consider ihe fact that 
for the last years m so, this has been 
happening with ama/Jng regularity, 
then obviously it musi be stimething 
beyond police currupcion. Obviously, 
the system is crumbling. * 

Most of what Karkarc says sounds di* 
ched. but bis goicmeni is hocked by 
countless coxes <if lows like the Rent Aei 
ur the Teitivig and Disruptive Activit¬ 
ies (prevention»Act tTADA) being mis* 
u>cd ' Wc always think of cTimc os 
something commuted by the other m.*in 
But that far from tlie truth Perfectly 
rcs|icciahlc*lookmg people who live m 
icspectohle areas turn out to he cnmi* 
nals. They commit o crime with tuipuni* 
ty and then say. with agiimshing conti* 
dcnce. 'take action against nK'. 

*ln effect they admit to the ciinK but 


dering speedier justice as well us (cthiiik 
ing the basic principle in ibe Indian 
Penal Code which gives ihe benefit <if 
the doubt to the accused. 

K orkore's piiint is hiitly disputed by 
odvtK'dtc S.S, Jaisinghani. "There is 
mMhing wrong with the basic principle 
When we soy that the uc'cused gcii^ the 
benefft iif (he doubt, we mean 
rruuHUib/f bencll t and mX fuiicifu I bene¬ 
fit of diHibt It i.s u very sound law on the 
whole. What I dti fed is banning is 
that there is. almost always, yn moniino¬ 
te delay in udminigermg ju.sticc. h'or a 
civil case to take 2f) years ici be rest'lved 
I s qu i ic uhsui d Hull here i.s no easy .so lu • 
lion toihis.* 

i.iVc iiHisl m the legal prolessjon. Jni* 
singham Uhi mistrusts ibc police, calling 
them I ho largest organised criiinnal for- 
VC in the couniiy" lie hcHeves ihxi the 
"polKe arc hewig used os an ullcmmivc 
law sirui'turo". '"tlwy are induced to 
haiassihc so*callvd«icvuscd Ami it is all 
diHie wiih the pur|K>se ot extorting 
nKniey 

"In property disputes, 
I’ve seen Imw they collu* 
dc Willi the offender, fhe 
ol feniJer lay s c lar m to pro- 
pcay ihai IS not his ond 
when a civil ey^e is 
registered, he gcK's to the 
|M»lice to grease thcir 
palms. They lull him lo 
go nnd take possession of 
ihc prr^rty and that they 
will lake cure of ilie rest. 
The high*hundod manner 
in which the pohcc scale 
disputes make you think 
they were the grcoi 
moghuls of olden times." 


Says Hemant Karkare of the Bombay Police, 
"Criminals are losing their fear of the law and 
victims are losing their respect for the law" 


' they never say that they will rclrain from 
committing it again. They know that il 
will take years before any acli<in is taken 
agam>( them and in iIjc mcantinK, (hey 
ctKitmue to live life lu the full Because 
they hove stopped tcanng the law. a 
m3j<iri(y of people now think ncuhing of 
tvndingii losuiiiheirnccds. * 

Korfcyrc. of ctHirv. docs ikm suy (hut 
(here is .'tbsoluicly no ctimipiion in ilk* 
police But he jis«» feels that (Ik* I aw 
needs overhauling, both in icmis ot ren* 


Obviously, there is no common meet¬ 
ing ground between the two opinions. 
Hut ho(h the pohev and the lawyers 
agree that the vicUkis circle has lo lic 

hfidccti ii Ihe erosion of values in our 
soc icty is Ui be checked ond the Icg^l sy s - 
icm is to become effective oikc ^igatu. 
b'ai li ng w h Ich, many pcvipl e see I he p<i ra- 
Hel law cniorecmcni sirueiure Ivcoming 
ihr only agency of justice in ihc 
couiury, * 

Lyi 9 Bsvmimn/Bombty 
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Tlw nature park with Its lun-shaped educatlsa cfttir slrivtng to change attitudes 



|u ulk of open spaces in a cily 
of 560 square miles and 11 nut* 
lion people would seem blas¬ 
phemous to (hose who expect 
U<a( evesy available inch in (he 
already overcrowded meir<^>olis should 
go lowaids eithcj housing or industry. 
And considering that a large part d( the 
political and bureaucratic machinery 
possesses crass cummercia] minds, it 
was all the more surprising when in 
1977 the Bombay Metropolitan Regio¬ 
nal Development Auilwity (BMRDA) 
granted 54 acres for the creation of a 
nature parit in the middle of Bombay. 
(Now, because of various road expan¬ 
sion projects and encroachment ot 
slums, (be acreage is down to 37.) 

What was even more amazing was 
that the park was slated pnmanly as a 
centre for nature education Cynics rea¬ 
soned at the time that the land granted 
bordered the Mahim Creek — a stink¬ 
ing morass of sewage and chemicals ^ 


and that no Kght-minded developer 
would want the site anyway {tee box). 
Besides, the area was an enonnous muni- 
f cipal garluge durr^ But the situation 
' beingihe way it was, there was no point 

The mtdlclMMitrh parBM: healing 
powers of nalure 



'0 


in looking a gift horse in the mouth and 
the Maharashtra Nature Park StKiety 
accepted the land 

Now, 18 years later, they (and (he 
city) are glad that they did. The 15 -foot 
deep garbage dump is history and in its 
place is a sun-shapiMl building, a garden 
of medicinal herbs attd a dense wood of 
over 12.500 trees covering no less than 
182 species. The trees aren't (he only 
signs of nature reasserting itself. The bur¬ 
bling call of a redvented bulbul and (be 
low buzz of an Ashy Wren Warbler are 
other indicatjons (hat (be park has been 
around long enough for birds to nest in 
and sq uirrels to mark out their territories. 

A longside these gradual natural deve- 
opments Is the main work of the 
park — nature education. The philoso- 
^y behind the teaching is interesting. It 
is based on the eternal theme of man 
being a pul of (he web of life. The web, 
as i^ntided by the park 




















covers five thniit iM 
—uTunl beridfe, cultu- 
nl heritage, urta covi- 
ronmenu the intefpnu* 
tkm of these three end 
lastly, education and tni* 
ning programmes. 

PofTnaUy inaugurated 
only last year, the park 
has al ready become soote * 
thing of a hit with scho<^* 
children. In the last eight ^ 
months, more than 60 | 
groups totalling over | 

4,000 children have been | 
initialed into the park's ° 
training programmes. T|^ plutosophy bdiiiid the part(*s lulure 

^ ^ «•«»« 

Shaped education centre denu) tbeiM of mail being t part of (be 

which houses facilities wd^ofllfe 

like an audio-visual ~~ ~ ■■■ - ■ ' '■ —— i 

^roorn, cxhihiiionhalf and library, within u.s. Thus if you say the outside is 
'^This is the core of the pari." eapiains polluted, the same holds tne for the insi- 
Kamesh 1) ttam. park director. * And the de. We need to change our altitudes. ” 
shape of the building is symNilkal. lu.st The park society hopes to change «ti- 
as the sun radiates energy, so too is this tudes by targeting key audiences like 
building the ccnlxv point of the park and educators, women's groups and deci* 
all aeiiviiics emanate from here." sUm makers like the army, the police. 

C)ncc out of the building, children hotelier*, industrialists and others who 
have the option of siuning out uo one of can affecl the envinmnicnt. These deci- 
the two nature trails. The first trail sir- sion makers pa haps aimprise the mosi 
ings together the five elements imd powerful lohhy that the puk faces and 
emphasises the interplay of life. "Since the park society's decision to address 
our greatest emphasis ts on cducuion. them is p9fX of tte new wave uf thinking 
we have integrated the syllabus into our anxmg eavironmenialistN 
programmes," says Uttam. "But we use who believe that it is now 
an entirely different appruuch. Wc fuulc to fight developers 
believe in self-learning via the creation because their arguments 
of an interesting environ mens.' arc seen as more valid by 

This is achieved by small diversions the luthnrilies 
like the a.siroh)gical garden, a patch of The new thinking 
land where you can malch your a.stro advticaios a dialogue 
sign to your astro tree. Needless to say. instead of a confronia* 
this is an immensely popular part of die don. "Wc want devekv 
walk. As much as it sounds like a gtm- per* to look ahead Right 
micky diversion, the astro garden is now development is like 
actually on integral part of the basic a Roman orgy it K woNieful. People 
approach of the park which is based on don't really think about their children's 
iIk interaction of the future. They arc willing to say'this chi Id 
p£im'/hima^iMitfr//.s(fivcelemcn1s). is mine* but they arc not yet willing to 

say * my child's proNems are also mine*. 

T he second natural trail winds The way development is ^ng at pre- 
thiough the park and is meant to sent, wc arc ali but saying |hai (be 
encourage silent contemplation and child's piubleras an; his own.” says 
iniro.Npcctjr>n. Self discovery is someth- Uttam. 

inc that UtUm strongly believe in. With long-term thinking like this, the 
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■Jbrty >«Ki afo, M ooold find 
• pc^cyMnlatheMahon 
Qe^ For docidet, bbdiiiied lo fly 
aD the fron (be Madimwan 
aad Siberia to iptod (he wimerbi (be 
cnek. MfligrovefkMriabad to Kfae 
wben h wai tenwi 1 fonat 
Andmarraetife—(hetofet 
orchiv. inaib, o«b» and lobeten 
floviahed Id tecreefc'i tidal 


Sadly, (be pceMtu KDoe k a 
dnaal ooe. The BBBgiDvethtt hat ' 
aot yei bean haritod for fumttuR or' 
firewood exi«a io amah ptfhedc 
cltnpafoatDODCdwithpfoMicb^ 
aadnfa.TbecrebaandteauRbte .. 
have aiAce choked to death 00 
gieace a^ oil, And (he only birds 
ibai Mt 10 be KCn «t arriOA eaieri 
like fuUs and kites. 

Tbc eapan&wo of Greater Boraboy 
resulted in (he drinking of (he otak 
in (he Seveobes. Bven now. notfung 
is being dooe toprevani die taw and 
partially-ireaKd sewage dial 
coMinuesto pour in from doing so. 


The new thinking 
advticaics a dialogue 
instead of a confronta¬ 
tion. "Wc want devekv 




T he second nalural trail winds 
thiough the park and is meant to 
encourage silent contemplation and 
iniro.Npcctjr>n. Self discovery is someth¬ 
ing that UtUm strongly believe in. 


"We all speak of nature conservation as park cciiainly has the potential tobcco- 
if It were something external, ns if it me a spring hoard for meaningful 
were the responsibility of someone else cducatkui. » 
and nut ourselves. What we don't reali¬ 
se is that whatever is outside is also 


right BtthocMk 

PgTtomorc.tbg' t ovfenwn ^ has 
sneboned 914 icrek foiThei 
Bm^a-Ktila com pto (t i^wling 
coMTtfe jni^). iWs acreicovriU 
tniui^ bo cMed ^ rcdiiming 
foo idMib* Tbe «Mbof1titt argw ibai 
dKiQlrtli (6.aeBd«1«od mfA therefore 
foe reeliiniikm wiH oot affiKg 
credt Tbeorfiment only riwws 
forir IgDOrasce kboui foe ifliurplay of 










I 

» 



SUPCA SAVINGS OFFER 


s: I I /; / /* / () O 


)e to the took 
»^Vorl And save 
just filling 
Hurry, hdia's 
fngousiness 
' or this easy to 
oet always! 

















Painting with a iens 


Ravish Kasaravalli takes abstract photography to new heights 


ver si ne'e people like ifenry Can- 
icr Bresenn conveyed u million 
crninionN through iheir images, 
phixogruphy has muiurcd into a ct>m- 
pJex and cvocaiivc on Uirm. It has evolv¬ 
ed ihixHigh the ages. Icudmg ulihnMdy 
\o the growth of the highly-developed 
forni known as ahstrocl photography >- 
an indcpcnJcni form of un extremely 
popular the world over 

Now, Ravish Kasaravalli of Rangalt>- 
re has taken tlK cxpcriineriis I'cing 
C( in duel ed in ahsi rocl pbi 
togruphy u step further 
The 4.*)-year-old is doing 
what can he calk'd u cross 
K'tween piiml ing uikI 
phoiography Kasuniviil- 
li began puiniing Lindsca 
fics while he was .1 stu* i 
den I of incilicinc [ 

However, severe did* | 

K'les ended his puinong 
his divip- 
poiiiiovni. tlw aspiring 
p.iinior lo pitoto* 

grapity as I he nexi hesi 

•ilvi a 

inedinni pio- 
grcssetl gr.nki.illy u> 

aiul 

Ins sneecss. 

luimher ol 
awards uivl bis 

workspnhiisliodinaiuini- 

Ixtol nneinaUorialpl>*’h^ 

ol abstroii 
photography in per- 
eaiHniiiig 

iinuges of whose very VH^H||H 
cxisicivcc roost people WBW^* 
would ho unaware. It ' 

could he a particular pm- 
kiou of a tree’s bark 
which resembles the agii- 
nised face of a man iw a 
porikonol a building which ha.s unusual 
angles <»f {rffcix vim ties in eonln^ds. A 
number of photogra|>hers have already 
left their mark on ihts rcniariable gena' 
Two Indians to have llone m) arc Ragbu- 
vendru K;h\ who captured I he brilliant 
coknirs of fall in the New tinglund reg¬ 
ion of the Ikiitcd States, and Mala Mnk 
! herjec.who discovered new angles and 
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linages in the JanlorManiar 

WhnI sets KasanivaUi’s absirati pho¬ 
tographic works apart fnwn the others* is 
lhai he dnes not Imik to existing liguics 
Of structures fm inspiratioft. "In most 
eases of absinct phiHography, part of 
the creative impetus denved fown 
the subjects he ii natural or man mailc. I 
wanleJ the entire piece to be iny own 


creation," says KasarasaUi. TtK* eiul 
resuh is unii^ue. if a liiile unusual. 

Kasaravalli uses a rellcclivc surface 
such as a shevi of ordinao' toil as a can¬ 
vas On this, he bounces iilT cokvrs and 
light lo cn'iite his w<irks of on Somoli- 
irtcs he uses a hrusli lo fill in areas, ch 
even un ordinary ball-|v>ini pen lo draw 
grooves mi the toil. This he plnaographs 
wiih a camera. What he gels Tinally is u 
phtHo oJ whal can he called u colourful, 
if railHT intriguing, panning. 

g "Ji isdiirrcolirofjnd in 
mv work jn image as one 
would in a traditMiiial 
fmm orjtiiiiuing," confes¬ 
ses Kasaravalli. who says 
he bus bven in Hue need by 
the works of painters like 
Salvador Oali ami ptnuo- 
gr«i|>hiTs like Kresson 
and Ansel Adams. "But J 
play with colours us a 




X?\ 


"It is difficult to find in my 
work an image as one 
would in a traditimial form 
of painting," says 
Kasaravalli. "But I play 
with odours as a painter 
does" 


S pan I (Cl does iuat which 
mi |ihoiogM|>lici cofi find 
M naUl^r In I.M, I iisi-d 
rik* ileirti to plkiTograptiy 
thiUol Oh; inHuenee of 
light on colours lom> 
aiKaruage.'’ Its* adds 
"*nK* som|io\iiM>u of my 
woiLs IS )UNl rtie s;inK* as 

Inapairmng.Ibnihedil Ij- 
culiy here is to ca|nuiv 
that ftcvtmg moment with a camera." 

The artist is the firM foadmit his pictu¬ 
res are rna pieltirral. ’This is what gives 
n sc 1 ( I the debate * how ri ueh of pai nti ng. 
and how much of photography works 
like mine eom|>risc.'' Iauph> Kasaraval- 
11 ImWcd, an ahsiiiicl qvK'siion .dxHit un 
absiriiei form ofait. * 
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I kHtk^ ns \f 
Bh«gya»hrcc. 
Ihc <)AC*hM 
worxlcr of 
MoiV Pwr 
Ki\tt.h»6K\’ 
dcd u> give up on ibc itkn of 
making u comchuck in films;. 
And if her purformuAce in 
Quiti Mein Hai Huihul • < 
nol lu mvniicin Ihc movie's 
perfonouiKC dl ihc boa- 
office — was anyihing lo go 
by, a g(¥)d ihing loo. 

Final confirnuiion of n 
came when it was ann^Hinc* 
ed ihai Ihe diininuiivc 
acinrss was expecting hrr 
second child any lime now. 
If that isn't an indicaiion of a 
Nvoman's desire to settle 
down to happy domcsi icily, 
we don'i know what is. 


dc her virginal image. 
Bokhiiv is all angelic inmv* 
CAcc while Ali prujeets a 
naughty sexuality 

And yet. neither of the 
two Pakistani siarleis can 
dance to save their lives. 
Watch Somy Ali cavorting 


amid ihe verdant green with 
Stf jay DiiQ in Andoian, and 
you fed like offering her a 
iDonih's fttt tuition with 
Sarc^ Khan, Check out Zeba 
Bakhciar as she shakes a leg 
(well, Mfta a fashion) wilh 
Amrish Puri in Jai VikroMo. 
ml you are templed to give 
her a ticket back home to 
Rawalpindi. or whoever she 
comes from. 

But what is it about Paki' 
Stan that makes its women 
such bad movers and sha* 
kers? perhaps we should ask 
Benazir Bhutto, that paragon 
of Pakistani womanhood, to 
v)lve this conundrum. 


hah Rukh 

# Khan has 
been spoken 
of as the next 
Amiiabh 
Bachchan of 
Ihc film industry. But if his 
performance in Korftn Arjun 
is anything lu go by. he is 
going ihc Rajesh Khanna 
way. 

No, wc don't mean that he 
is all set to become the next 



ZEBABAKHTUfk 


Phenomenon of Hindi 
movies. Instead, like the 
yduig Khanna. Khan is 
r^ndly becoming a prisoner 
of his own mannerisms. No 
maoer what the situation eg 
the emotion. Shah Rukh 
can't help but go into his rais¬ 
ed eyebrow- grimace-follo- 
wed^by-boyish-smile rou* 
tine. 

To be fair to Khan, this 


was charming to begin with. 
But now the churm is beginn¬ 
ing to wear thin. So. he'd be 
bcsi advised to get his act 
together and fust or. ui 
least, adopt some new man 
ncrisms, if he w<u)is to keep 
his fans. 


Kansma 

i* Kapoor has 
made up wilh 
Raveena Tan- 
don (after 
Ajay Devgan ditched her for 
Kajol. there didn't seem to 
be any point in bitching 
about his childhood swee¬ 
theart. Ravecna), perhaps 
she should also extend the 
olive brartch toTabu. 

The enmity between the 
two ladies dates back to 
when (he film gknxies were 
alleging that Devgan had 
something going with Tabu 

Karisma in her usual man* 
tier, cut poor Tabu dead whe¬ 
never (hey ran into each 
other. 

But now iliat Devgan's 
preferences arc clear for all 
to see, is there any point to 
carrying on this pointless 
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Twin treat 


From Republic Day celebrations to home-making guides—DD has it all 



ches «nd tMhef »r>m-oui phrases which 
have become synonyimHis with Ihe page¬ 
ant over Ihe years. The President's 
speech on the eve of ihe Republic Day 
was nothing hui a series of lired plahIU' 
des. The only ihing strongly positive 
about it was his dcsiaralUm that econo 
mic reforms should coniinuc 

The long* promised Hrmw Siuipfung 
Hour has iWgun on ihe Mein» Channel 
between twelve and one pm. und it tar¬ 
gets a cenam kind of consumer predo> 
mmanily female, possessing a phone 
and iin enormous d^irc u* buy knives, of 
all siTcs and shapes And casseroles, and 
ocher objects that mighi conceivably 
grace her kitchen 

Gushed a preily young thing, all silk* 


seen under a huge telephone receiver, 
reminding us once again about the ' most 
cheapest* rales <in o^er. and winsomely 
lisping their ^lonc number. 

The numher has several reroes which 
she preferred to call *$ero*. She aliemai* 
ed ■sen:'* with 'naught* and 'oh* which 
was just as well eonsIdcKng the frec)uen* 
cy with which the number was thrown at 

US. 

If tht Home Shopping people (a Joint 
veniurt with ChK^rdarsban i wont to he 
taken seriously, ihrir young things will 
have to stop inuiaiing tltc Chanrwl V vee¬ 
jays, If you want to sway enticingly, you 
have to keep away from knives. • 


The parade down Rajpath 
celebrating the 46th 
Republic Day, with all its 
customary colour, was 
shown live on DDl. But it's 
time we got some new 
voices to relay the details of 
the festivities 


The hig news cm 
Republic Dey was the 
blast at the flag* 
hoisting ceremony in 
Jammu. For once, 
Doordorshiin cameras 
were perfectly positio¬ 
ned to catch the leaping flames caused 
by the Musi, right behind General K.V. 
Krishna Rao's face (t must have been 
purely inadvertent, quiic simply 
hecftuse Dt'Kirdarshan cameras m* usual¬ 
ly iruir>C(l on the chief guest's face for 
Ihe entire duration of the event. Rut 
then, they arc not used to knik around in 
the iiflcrmathof the disaster lio whui wc 
got were glimpses of punk-stricken 
.spectators, uml then, nothing 

Eight people died, 
over 50 wc^' injured, and 
the t>oordarshan news 
build in, inic to iu tradi¬ 
tion, ihat evening pushed 
ihc Jammu tragedy way 
behind ti series of sedHie 
flag-hoi sting ceremonies 
ihai were conducted in 
the various state capitals. 

There was also spiicc 
on the bu I let i n for a repre- 
sentuiiveof the Anjuman- 
B-Ulam unfurling the tri¬ 
colour at Hubli, wtlhnuia 
single reference to the 
controversy. 

Thu parade down Raj- 
path celebrating the 46<h 
Republic Day. with all its 
customary colour. wa.s shown live on 
DD I. and like la.st year, also on STAR 
Plus, This year, the day wa.s made a little 
special by the presence of the chief guest 
Nelson ^^ndela. The South African sta¬ 
tesman ha.s a tremendous television pre¬ 
sence, but wc didn't get to see too much 
of him during his visit other than these 
glimpses. Simply because hungry new* 
shounds were forced lo keep their distan¬ 
ce as the flashbulbs on their camera.^ 
affected his eye%. 

It's time we got some new voices to 
relay thedetaiKuf the festivities, particu¬ 
larly the ones who do ii in Hindi. That 
may he one way to do away with Ihe cIt- 


en huir and kohl-eyed: these days you 
sec Thr fioht Awl Tl'ie drou/ifu/ and 77i<' 
U/e$fyie\ Of Thf Ami h'omotts. 
You must ^ wishing (sic) you could 
have ibe same lifestyle, but finance is a 
consiruint. so here wc arc (with a Oou- 
rishMhese heuuiiful knives which ere no 
msonahly priced 

The knives were rvf^aced by packag¬ 
ed foods and beverages, beauty 
cntcrtainmeni products (hi your door¬ 
step wiihiHJi any extra charge), offers of 
a cable system, insurance of your TV set 
and oihec such things. 

Disn'i worry about the finance, chipp¬ 
ed the young ibtng. we'll organic it for 
you 

After which the huf^tess wan to be 
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T he banncf — Happy 1995 ^ 
is &ti!i aflutter in Vayu Bha- 
van. Whai is missing is: 
lhanks to Mikoyan Bureau 
and Moscow Aircraft PniduC' 
lion Organisation (MAPO). For. it*^ 
they who will retro-modily the Indian 
Air Force’.s (lAF) MiG*2l Bis fleet in 
the next two year^, stretching its open- 
(innal longevity to well heyond the 
next century, thus enabling the mirage 
of the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA| to 
catch up. 

So heavily Soviet- f 
weighted is the lAF — 
much nwre than the other 
that this 


SOVIET 


Even after the break-up, the Indian Air Force 
remains firmly in the Russian basket 


two services 
MAPO aphnnlisiac is* 
also its kiss of life. The 
recent purchase of ten 
additional MiG-29 (no 
longer available ul friend¬ 
ship price) to cater for 
altriiion was made condi* 
lional to an assured supp- 

ly of spares, the chief iirii* 

ant for the air force even 

before the break-up of the 

Soviet Union. Tlte air 

officer ctmimanding- 

in-chief of the south-west 

command, Air Marshal wtfjKBlji 

K.C. Carii^pa. was fore- 

oA to admit this problem 

during the recent visit of ||HHH 

the US defence secretary, ' 

William Perry, to Jodh- 

pur. Nearly K3 per cent of Hlilill 

aircraft and air defence 

equipment is of Sovici origin and 

release of spares has been used as a 

leverage. 

A five-year programme of coopera- 
1i on in defence tech nology and spare par¬ 
ts production w&s clinched last month 
with the RuK.sian Prime Minister. Not 
everyone in the air force is happy about 
reluming to the Russian fold when for¬ 
mer Soviet allies like Poland. Slovakia, 
iheC^h Republic and even Israel may 
be better partners. 


the early Elghlics when Pakistan acquir¬ 
ed the F-16 and the lAF had no match- 
irtg aircraft. The Soviets dragged their 
feet over providing the next generation 
of swing-wing MiG-23 (ML) verdon 
(hey had given to Iraq, Libya and 
Algeria. 

Meanwhile, the 1969 Suhramaniam 
Cocnminec*s search for a home-grown 
fighter to replace the ageing Gnai got 
locked into an air pocket (ill in 1975. 
lAF/DRDO Air Suff Target (AST) for 
the LCA became Air Staff Requirement 
<ASR) in l9gT. The gap between AST 
(the wi sh list) and AS R (what is achieva¬ 
ble) has been (he bane of all indigenous 
programmes. The LCA was its princi¬ 
pal victim. Each successive air chief 
and his deputy added to (he wish list, tur¬ 
ning the Onii into a super fighter. But 
that is another smry: the LCA — 
variously labelled as the Last Chance 


AircrafL Low Credibility Aircraft and 
Last Chance for Amnach^am (the pre vi- 
ous sciemific advisor (o (he 
government). 


A match was found for the P-lb in 
1983: the French Mi r^t-2000. Forty air¬ 
craft were bought with licence pr^uc- 
bon for a hundred more. The project for 
licence production was sab^aged by 
the Soviets selling 70 MiG-29s, WiUi 
nearly live squadrons of British deep- 
strike Jaguars. there is multiplicity of air¬ 
craft. making its maintenance a nightma¬ 
re. Of (he nearly 35 fighter squadrons. 
28 are MiG ithts of which nearly 21 
squadrons are due for replacement by 
(he year 2000. Since 1963, neaHy 800 
MtO'2l of various marks have been in 
service of which now about 200 MiG 
Bis are ready for conversion to the state- 
of-lhe-aiT MiG 21-93. 


H ow did the lAF. the mo<t capital- 
intensive uf the three services, land 
in the Soviet basket? It is in a sirait- 
Jockci designed by itself, lu "MiG-21 
affair" was forced on it by the Chinese 
invasion of 1962. Since then, almost 
every variant, the new MiG series, fixed- 
wing aircraft and helicopier%. have been 
added to the inventory. Hiccups arose in 
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I ndian Air Force's pre^nt predica- 
rncni is largely self'Creaied: changing 
ASRs and delays in decision-making. 
In 1^86, (he Defence Planning Suff had 
recommended lo Vayu Bhavan ilut in 
order lo tide over cost and lime over* 
runs of LCA. il should order additional 
but improved MiG Bis squadrons and 
negotiate for licence production of the 
MiG'29. This is precisely what the 
army did in a similar jam over its Main 
Battle Tank (MBT); it bolstered the 


emer squadron service before 2004 ai 
the im price of US $20 million. With 
that price tag and the resources crundi. 
the lAF i« faced with a hard choice: lo 
nuke do wUhoui the Rs 3.000 crore — 
61 aircraft Advarsced iet Trainer <AJT) 
programme — as they have for many 
years or buy ^ditional MiG 2000. The 
delay in acquinng the AJT is increasing 
the accidcni rate of aircraft and loss of 
fighter pilots. To reduce stress, the Fin* 
nidi Air Force trains its pilots in trms* 



I In hi<li:iii \irl t»ru'\ | instill prttJ ini limit islaittti) Hu 

rtirtT ttidi IDOlhiirvrt'u iv Ih'M'I ttilli iinihhih; 
liiulli iK litc \m ;muI puis, slmrlaiiiol stiin. ami a MliivtaiKTlii 

slivaiiiliiKilstiruanisaliim 


T-72 project. But the then air chief had 
other id^ of buying nvxe sophisticat¬ 
ed western fighteis at Rs 120 crore per 
piece compared to the Rs 20 crore for 
the MiG Bis and Rs 50 ciore for 
MiC*29. Dithering on ibe part of the 
(AF and the ministry ctAt diem dearly: 
the present scramble fora life extension 
programme of the MiG Bis fleet ai Rs 
10 crore per upgrade. 

Though a pamotype may fly by the 
end of 1996. ihe LCA *s not liltely to 


cenderMai meditation. Yoga may be the 
answer for our pilots. The advantage of 
the British Hawk AJT is that il is a 
comhat^rapable trainer (hat can be press* 
ed into an operational nHe. 

TIk I.SO.UOO-sirong lAF with 2.000 
aircrew is beset with other problems: 
unaoractive pay and peris, ^loruge of 
pilots and lechnica] ciew (as equipment 
get more wphisticaied. ground crew skil* 
Is are lagging behind), a rcluciance to 
streamline its forces and bird*hiu. Disil¬ 


lusionment in the (AF is not on the scale 
of Ihe army and navy. Il has noi reached 
the stage when recruiimeni hoardings 
"Join dw lAP* receive the add on "only 
to leave il”. Force levels have risen quan¬ 
titatively not qualitatively. Sadly, that is 
the ov^l philoso^y of our aimed 
forces. 

F or 34 years, there has been no war. 

Geogr^ically and numerically, 
the Pakistan Air Force (PAF). 'the 
pride of the nation”, is no bigger than 
India's western air command — that is 
about half ibe siae of the lAF. But in a 
war. the PAF can pull off surpri* 
ses due to some iniangiMes: more youth* 
ful and prestigious profile, better trai* 
ning. motivation and service condi¬ 
tions. and comp^ force structure. The 
PAP of the Nineties is not the defeated 
air arm of 1971. It is full of revenge. Its 
main aiicrafl is F-7. the Chinese version 
of (he M iG*21. Its i ncremental moderni¬ 
sation has made it the rrontline fighter 
in South Asia. 

All this is not to suggest that the PAF 
can work miracles notwithstanding 
their motto of “Lord of ill I survey". 
The lAP loathes being equaled with the 
PAF. However, its scattered and untest¬ 
ed air defence ground environment cqui* 
pment. whose vulnerability has increas* 
ed with the ageing of air defence equip* 
meni and the absence of an airborne ear¬ 
ly warning system, may become its 
Maginoi Line. 

Good days art ahead for them. The 
revival of the Republic Day flypast 
after seven years is a good augury. But 
ceremonials apart, decision*making 
needs lobe institutionalised. The practi¬ 
ce of service chiefs postponing unpicas- 
ent decisions, not holding the horse by 
the bit and not ensuring continuity has 
set a bad precedent, leaving a mess for 
their successors. 

Hera is some advice to them: 

• Point out (o the government and the 
nation more forcefully the problems in 
meeting thdr tasks. 

• Improve quality by cutting quantity. 
There is liile joy in being (he fourth- 
largest air force, third largest army and 
tenth largest navy in the world. 

• Restructure forces 

«ievia»rAMB«^«r0M o«ww» eniv or 
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PiN) HELP M SIQKT: ^iratidrtt pti'^xenfiers on (he highMw 


snow hdd yaunsuMieO on ih« irtick with 
mosi of Ihe vehicles under M. All Ihc pas* 
scngerv were lefl lo their fate and none 
of the official agencies came lu Ihc 
rescue of the stranded and trapped 
people. A suh'inspector in the vigilance 
depanmcni said thui he infornied the 
police control room at Jammu and Srina¬ 
gar well in time about the people trapped 
in the snow. 

"But none among ihc official agenc¬ 
ies including police, (he army nr the 
Beacons came to our rescue. They were 
seen two days afler so many were killed 
in the avalanche and landslides", said 
(me of Uk stranded passengers who 
spent over a week in the tunnel. 

The villagers living close to the Jawa- 
har Tunnel wertr (he first ones to start the 
rescue wevk. They not only walked up to 
the tunnel to save the passengers but also 
provided them with food and shelter. 
They also extricated the dead from 
under (he snow. The Indo-Tibetan Bor¬ 
der Poltcc (ITBP) Nvhich hod a camp at 
Veriang (near the Tunnel), also helped 
save many stranded pa.s!icngcrs. At Iwt 
40 bodies were recovered by them. Over 
1 ,000 others were rescued. 

Recognising the services of the villa- 
gas In rescuing the passengers, 

the government has decided to reward 


(hem The govcmmiii has alsii promis¬ 
ed the villagers of s^vcial dcsclopincni 
schemes. 

While (he vanous ofOcial agencies 
were busy passing the buck to one ano¬ 
ther for ilW cukrvNal loss oi hunain lives, 
a uip official in the govcmmcni admitt¬ 
ed that the mishap wa.s caused due lo 
multiple control os’cribc highway. The 
highway is maintained and managed hy 


WHAT WENT WRONG 


TmsfMr, the KaslMlr 
V»llfy tiptrlemd oet of 
the worst uttvel eaMtlee» 
when 80 atnlMche ctelmed 
oevlylOOINes 

There were eHegetloiis of 
w I s moM ee i o e n t In the 
restee operetlMs which isey 
fmt oMed to the eesth toil 

A leefc of ccerdlnetleft 


Is helktved to hm effected 
the reecoe worfc 


the Bcxdcr Roads Organisation (BRO) 

. and (he traffic is controlled by the poli¬ 
ce. The army has its own agency for con- 
trolling ns vehicular movement on the 
road. "The lack of cixvdinatiiuiand pro¬ 
per understanding between them Has 
caused (he tragedy ", an official said. 

The police. Iviwevcr. categorically 
sav thai the auihorilies involved in the 
Pioject Beacon of ihc HR 0 had declared 
that the road was traffic-wonhy on 15 
January before the police allowed 
vehicles 10 pnK'ccd. The Beacon authori¬ 
ties say that it had ofticially told the traf¬ 
fic authorities to close (he road. 

*n>c tragedy has definitely hi^light- 
ed the vulnerjhiliiy of (he road. The 
.VlO-km-locig Jammu-Srinagar highway 
is strewn with tons of loose rocks at half- 
a-doren places which slide down during 
(he rains, endiingering the lives of the 
passengers. 

Besides heavy snowfall in winter, the 
highway witnesses rains in the months 
of March and April. A stretch bet - 

wecf Banihal nnd Rainban full unda u 
seismic rone and is prone to earthqua¬ 
kes. A slight rainfall in the area causes 
massive landslides. 

The tragedy has shaken (he admi¬ 
nistration oui of romplucency and the 
need for anoihcr link between the Valley 
and ihc rci«i of the country is being given 
a serious thought by (J>e government. 
AiKitber alternative route, known as the 
Salt Route — now renamed the Mughal 
Road — is Ihc only possible link which 
connects the Valley with Pvonch and 
Rajouri. 

The government in fact had started 
work on Ihc repair and construction of 
the Mughal Ri*^ in I9B7 and Ihc defen¬ 
ce ministry had also given its go ahead. 
But when militancy erupted in the Val¬ 
ley in IVBd, the ^fence ministry hud 
seamd thoughts and asked the govern- 
nKnt not to go ahead with the project. 
The road could be used by the infiltra¬ 
tors as it is also eJose to Sialkot in Paki¬ 
stan as it is to Rajouri and Poonch, the 
defence ministry pleaded. 

The proposal is now being freshly 
looked into. A top official in the admi¬ 
nistration said that (he ministry of sur¬ 
face transpon is serious about the con¬ 
struct iiM> of the Mughal Road and its sub¬ 
sequent use by (he (raffic. The Jammu 
and Kashmir Governor Gen. K.V. Khsh- 
na Ran has. in the meantime, asked his 
adviser U. Gen (retd) M.A. Zaki to pro¬ 
be the tragedy. • 
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vesiinfi the couneiK with 5uch power 
will beef up insurfcncy in the fegion. 
According to ofTKisI enurcTs. more than 
S ,tl00 ci VII i uns and 450 troops were ki 11* 
vd by ihe.Shanii Bahini men during the 
past 19 years. 


Trouble round the comer 

The Chittagong Hill Tracts is poised for a fresh bout of 
unrest 


The cuneni politici] stalemate in 
Bangladesh has cast its spell on the CHT 
peace prtxess Talking to Sunday. 
Opposition legislator Rashed Khan 
Mentti admined that the negotiations 
with tribal guerrillas have b^naffec- 


It the show ofHirengih 
hy an csttinated 5.000 
iribals in Dhuka on 22 
ianuary is any indica' 
lion, the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts iCHT) 
in for a fresh bout of 
BANOtjMtK.SH uiia'M after u lull of 
nearly three years, 
TIk iribals in dtcir cokHirful 
paruded the main streets of the national 
cupitul. They shouted slogans, demund- 
iflg the immediate dtssoloiion of three 
local government councils, full aulooo* 
itiy for the 14.(XX) sq.km of the rugged 
hut resoiiTcC'rich region uihJ a halt to 
wliJi they claimed as genocide. The ral* 
1y was organised by Ihc Pahari Chhaira 
Purishad. Ihc Pahari Oana Pari shad and 
the Hill Women's Kederation. 

This was the first lime that the iribals 
organised u rally right in ihc he^in of 
Dhaka. W'hut struck political observers 
was that the people in ihc rally want¬ 
ed a du rubl c pol i I leal sGitkmeni of the iri • 
bal issues within the frameworit of the 
Bangladeshi Constiiuikm. 

Talking lo Si'nimy. an otTiciul of the 
Special AI fairs Division — looking 
aher the hills ksuc in the Bangladeshi 
Prime Minister's office — said that as 
long as the trihab remained within the 
constiiutional framework, there was no 
harm in agitating for democratic rights. 

The tribal iradership was peeved at 
Bangladeshi governiiicnt's recent deci¬ 
sion lo ex lend the life of the three d istrici 
councils by lwi> more years (front 5 
January, 1995 to 5 January, 1997). They 
felt that ihi.s was just a government ploy 
(o buy time prior to doing a way with the 
councils, fn fact, they had stayed away 
from Ihc Htsl election to the three liKtri 
councils in 19119, on the plea that these, 
in effect, divided the tribals into 
govxniincni-loyalisis and prrvgucrrilb 
groups. 

The three dbtrict courKiU of 
Khagrachari, Bandoriian and Rangamaci 
are now in a sorry state. 'They arc yet to 
be handed over22 subjects as was promt*' 
sed by Prime Minister Begum Khaleda 
Ziik. The power to recruit police officcn 
upKi the rank of suh in.spcctor has not 
been transferred to these repnrseniutive 
bodies. Government sources felt that t* 


UMAT 1 Hifmr l«M 


NOT YET SCTTLEDt Ctuihna refiigeifs 


ted. But he pointed out that (he tribal 
issues were too complex to be solved w 
fast. Menon also highlighted (he 
demands mode by the Shanti Bahini. 
This included dw immediate with* 
Jrawal of (he I .OO.fXX) (roops. police per¬ 
sonnel and paramilitary forces from the 
CHT. evacuation of about 5.00.000 
Bengali Mu.s]im settlers and the seT* 
rule, completely dissociated from 
Dhaka. Foreign minister A.S.M. Musta- 
fizur Rahman has. however, brushed 
aside these demands. 

But Khaleda Zia s refusal to dissoWe 
the councils ha^ mode the tnbals furious. 
Kalparanjan Chakma. a legislator from 
the CHT. resigned in proicn from the 
CHT rehabilitation committee which 
wa}> Kci up bi oversee the resettlement of 
more than 5.000 refugees who returned 
from Tripura in (wo batches, All the 
members of Ihc Khagrachari rehabilita¬ 
tion c(»nmittee also quit in protest again¬ 
st the non-implementation of the 
pledges made by Bangladesh when the 
refugees return^ home after neariy 
seven years’ exile in India. 


THE GO-BETWEEN: Rashid Khan 
Mfmm 








The irihal leaders' allegetiim of 
Bangladesh going hack on its promi* 
ses seem to have no suhsiantial basis. 
Each uibal family has been given Taka 
10,000 for buying house>huildiflg mate* 
rials. Taka 8.000 ha« been sanctioned to 


Anybody’s game 


RAISING THEIR voices 


1 


Poll prospects are j^rimfor the ruling Janata Da! in the 
state 

I I Axscmhly polls arc j «>rganisaironal reverses suffered hy the 

due in Orissa on 7 and I Dal. Moreover, as many as ihree splmicr 
9 March. With 147 groups have emerged front the Dal — 
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Recaotly, trlbtbfrpii 
thi CRT organM a protest 
rally In Dhskt 

Tnsrally wastsdi 
ssttlsmnt of trilol bsuoi 
wMIntho Bsnglotfoslil 
coodltirtlsnaf fronoworh 

With thsir supply linos bodty 
sffsctsd.thsmlinMttrtbal 
outfits frofli the CHT moy bo 
wilting under prosnrt 


m 


buy cultItf While most of the S.MIO 
Tcfugcev haw been gtven back their land 
in Khagrachiki i. some are yet lo he reha- 
bditmcJ ill iheir htmwsieuds which were 
forcibly ivcupied by the settlers, "We 
need some more umc", said an ofncial, 
pnmtmg oui lo the legal complications 
which had sel m due to I he tribals' being 
uwiiy. 

Fresh ugiiuiion and ihe resignation of 
tribal leaders irom the gitvemment eiMn* 
n^iiices have ushcied in gloom for 
.SO.IKX) refugees who arc still in Tripura. 
According lo Rashed Khan Mcnon, Kal* 
paranjan Chakma's resignation has led 
to disillusionment iimong those who 
were wailing to come back. Uncxirtmniy 
now clouds ihc third phase of repatria¬ 
tion. Shanii Bidiini ha.s taken full advant' 
age of this. In January, around Ttl uibals 
were arrested in Khagruchari when 
ihey were trying to cros5 the India- 
Bangladesh ^rder to seek refuge in 
India. 

Political observers in Dhaka. 
iKiwcver. feel that the government was 
only buying time before forcing the tri* 

bah to ciMDC (o terms. They feel (hat (be 
crackdown by Indian security forces on 
insurgent groups in the nonh'Casi has 
affected iIk supply line of the militant 
groups in the CHT. The groufw, now 
under pres.sure, are more inclined to 
come to the ncgotiaiing table. 

Oneonlyhopeslhatuisnoiioolate • 


9 March. With 147 
seals ol the state 
Icgtslaiure up for 
gr^, all eyes are set 
(—— J on the two iruditiomd 
nvals — the ruling 
Janaia Dal and the 
Congress. The questktn now is: will 
Janata Dal. led hy chief m i nisier B ij u Pat • 
naik retain office for a second eonsccu* 
live term, or the Congress, headed hy 
Janaki Ballabh Paimuk, stage a come* 
hack after a Tive^year hiaius ' 

One thi ng, hi»wcvcr. is ckai, The sy m* 
paihy wave which was bliiwing in the 
Dal's favour m 1990 is ahscni this time. 
In fact, (here is an oiiti cstaMishmeni fee* 
ling which is >weefung through die 
state, with allcgiitHmv of corruption and 
non-pcrfonnancc against Riju's regime. 
And this may work towards the undoing 
of the ruling party. Obsersers fell that 
the chief minister was "living in a foul's 
poradisc" when he made statements like 
"[ would be surprised if the Congn*ss 
gets even mne seats (as against ii> pres- 
eni .strength of tenk* 

The Congress’ hope of attaining majo¬ 
rity and forming government is not enti¬ 
rely unfounded, especially in the light of 

UNEASY L«S KIS HEAD: rhiry mimMtr 

Biju Batnoik 



ihc Samajwadi ianaia Party <$JP>, the 
Samuia Parly and the Socialist Party. 
Each of these is led by erstwhile promin¬ 
ent Dal leaders. Bidiwabhusan Hun¬ 
ch andan and Bhukia Clianin Das were 
responsible for fonning the SJP, Rabi 
Ray is leading the Sumata Party and the 
Socialist Party is Biswanaih Pondil's 
brainchild. Even (hough Ihe chances of 
these splinter groups bagging a si^eable 
number of scats are remote, the presence 
of cundiduics from these parties in about 
I.10 constituencies will no doubt iruikc a , 
dent into Ihe Dal's votchank. 

Miwovcr, t he CPI and t he <' PI( M) — 
Dal's 1990 Ufi allies — have revolted 
against Biju's highhandedness. They 
have already refused his olfcr fur seat 
adJuNimcni and have fielded Iheir own 
nominees m !^3 constituencies With 
CommunisiK commanding between 
2,lXX) to 25.0U0 votes in over 65 consli- 
lucncies, the DnI's |vospccts of winning 
w<nild deliniiely lake u bculing. Added 
to the Dal's woes is the emergence of 
uhoui rebel cuixlidaies. including 
rmwt of the 19 silting MI-As who hav’e 
been denied nominutiun this time. 

The Congress has its own shore of 
rebels, in about the same number of 
veals as those from the Dal, But the Con-' 
gross leadership is hoping that its deci¬ 
sion of pulling up an impressive 54 new 
faces will help bolster Us image. And in 
the event of an anti-establishment wave 
catching on, it will further polarise the 
voles between (he two major conierxltng 
parties, leaving ilte Congress rebels in a 
lurch in many constituencies. 

Poll I teal circles feel that ihe ontU 
estahlishmcm trend will strengthen 
further as ihe campaigning progresses. 
*rhis Will give the Congress an edge, des¬ 
pite the indghting both at the national 
and the state levels. The BJP. at best, 
will remain an insignificant third force, 
even it there is a marginal improvement 
on its eaisiing strength of three In the 
Assembly, 

Hence, going by the kaik of il. odds 
are heavy against the rulirtg Janaiu Dal 
and the Congress may just sci^e this 
opponunity to bounce buck to power. • 
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Gem story 


The Indian government 
buys the Nizam's jewels 
ending a long property 
dispute 


Wiih ihc depan mem | 
of culture. Govern- 
meni of India. ac4)uir* 
ing 17^ pieces of 
jcweh from the I 
Ni/am’s iwo jcwelle* i t 

ry trusts in the middle j ^- 777 - 

of January, a compli* ' A1MAS0RC FftOVE: thf Niz^ifn 'x jcxvets 
calcd and long* 
dnwnHMi legal haule — lasting an 
incredible 22 years — has come to an 
end. 

Though nearly 70 hcneficiaries were 
idcnlifi^ hy the trusts formed by the 
erstwhilv Nizam of Hyderabad m 19.^1. 
only 25 arc m>w alive. Besides, the four 
major direct beneficiaries — Pnnee 
Mukarram Jah (the eighth Nizam), his 
brother Prince MukafTam iah. Princess 
Fatima Fouzia and Princesit Amira Mar* 
zia<all grandchildren and direct descen* 
dents of the .seventh Nizam) ^ there 
were two other claimants to the legacy. 

The value of the jewels arc put at Rs 
218 crore whkh, after ua d^uction. 
will he around Rs I20crorc per the 
wishes of Osman Alt Pasha, the Iasi 
Nizvn. the proceeds will be kept in a cor¬ 
pus and the liv i ng beneficiaries wi 11 only 
be entitled to the interest from this. The 
legal heirs of the direct beneficiaries, 
however, will he able to lay ihcir hands 
on the corpus. 

Acceding to M.A. Hadi. secretary of 
the trusts, the proceeds will be divided 
into 16 corpus units, "After four weeks 
we will be in a position u> appsimon the 
shares”. Hadi. The t rusiocs recei ved 
the government cheques on 11 Jamiary 
after die jesvels, lying in the vaults of the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank in Bom¬ 
bay. were inspected and shifted to the 
RBI vaults. TTk beneficiaries will have 
to pay the wealth tax. the capital gains 
las besides die inciHiie ia\ wliidi hav 
been notionally computed and updated 
all these years against their names. 

There are a fe*' resentful voices in the 
middle of tbe euphoria The* windfull to 
these select beneficiaries has not gone 
down well with the numerous other 
desc^idents of the Nizam. There arc 


ANDHKA 

FkADteSH 


RiKk. leader of the BIP in the state 
Assembly. 

Besides clearing their dues 10 ihe cen¬ 
tral government, the Nizam's dcscen* 
dents will rKw have to wuii till the legal 
encumbrances against various propen- 
ics and trusts arc lifted Some of the pro* 
pelies were pledged to Kume Swiss and 
Australian hanks as Prinif Mukarfum 
Jah and Pnnee Mukurratn Jnh were deep 
in the red. • 


Occasional visitors 


The sudden visit by a shoal of Jellyfish hampers fishing 
off the Shankarpur coast in West Bengal 

me Jelly 6ah 3.s the former are i nevita* 
My stung whenever they venture 
Dear the latter. 

And this got the fisbemien wor¬ 
ried. January was high fishing season 

ONE-WAY WUmC: deadSeily fish at 
Stkifthirpur 


T he Jelly fUh had gone berxerk dur¬ 
ing the last week of Decernber. 
Hundreds of these sea creatures put 
up a virtual blockade in the d^p 
waters of the Bay of Bengal near die 
Shankarpur coast in West Bengal. It 
was a boner whi^ stood in the way 
of the prawns, p o mfi el.s and the 
Hi Isa. swimming towards the shore 
line. 

For expe ri enced fishermen (ike 
Jagyeswar Haider. Shiiish Bhuian 
and Sripaii Bar. "b was an unusual 
eveoi. to our life lime, we have nor 
come across a Jelly fiih so large and 
so heavy. They noi only prevent 
other fishes 10 swira 10 the ^wre but 
also drag our oeU towards the deep 
sea." The fishennep also poifted out 
ihai other specif of flsh ay to avoid 
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Taking stock 


The ruling party asks ministers of the former 
Congress-TUJS regime to return government assets 




.OiCtO 


While in office, our 
ere utcJ to 
hand^me pcrka. And 
iTumy are known lo 
retain these even after 
their tenures are over. 
The Left Front govern- 
^TRIrtJRA^ mcnt in Tripura sud¬ 
denly seems to have 
woken up to this fact, it has served noti¬ 
ces to a number of former minisierH of 
the Congres^-Tripura Upajati Juba 
Samiti (TUJS) comtnne in (h» regard. 

Those who have been pulled up inclu¬ 
de two former chief ministers >- Sudhir 
Raiijait Majumdar and Samir Ranjan 
bumiyn and fonner revenue minister 
Bihhu Kunian Devi who is now an MP. 

More than half a do/en former mini¬ 
sters had reportedly borrowed around 
Rs 3d lakh for doing up ihcir homes and 
buying hiHisehold iicms like iclevisiuns, 
relngeralors and furniture. Disclosing 
this, deputy chief minisicr Baidyanaih 


in S bankaipuT. And the Jelly A sh had 
driven the catch away. ‘Hie iiaherm- 
en were forced to withdraw (heir 
trawlers from the sea. *li was diffi¬ 
cult (0 recostr the cost La&i year, by 
the middle of January, we caught 
nearly 4UCI kg of fish in four days. 
This year OUT catch was (mJy 10 kg', 
explained Srip^, aining idle aboard 
his trawler. 

The sudden ctwngc in behaviour 
of Cbe Jelly fish haa al so put the scien¬ 
tists in a fm. 'I have not come acro^ 
(his before. Jelly frsh do coiigi%gaic 
at times, but th^ recent behaviour, 
as reported by the fbUiermen. ii very 
unuauel. We are yet to And out what 
actually happcned^ said Dr. A.K. 
Gfaosh. director of the Zoological 
Survey of India <ZS1|. 

According to Samiran Sarkar. spe¬ 
cial officer of the Shankai |)ur Fisher¬ 
ies Proycct, "In any case, there was no 
fish in the sea this time. Moreover. 
hundmU of Jelly fiMi came from die 
deep aea. But I thbik dieae am differ¬ 
ent inciteu Then <ia no mason to 



NO DCWra OF MONEY: 5am;r 

Ranjan Bunruin 

Majumdar told reporters that notices 
have been sent to the emim mimstent on 
} January'. *Sicro action will be taken 
unless they return (he cash and the 


relate (be (WO.** 

But the state rrsberies minister 
Kinnmoy Nandi felt tbai the low 
fuh catch was the resuli of (he Jelly 
fish on&lau^t. Nanda disclosed, 
“\ivtry ytu these creatures move 
towards the shore. But this yta (heir 
size wes tou large; (hey also blocked 
the passage nf the other Tidies.* 

Moieovef. the authorities did not 
know how to send tbe Jelly fish back. 
And while the wait-aod-waich was 
on. the Jel 1> fish changed their mind. 
Tbe wealbtf changed abruptly in the 
third we^ of January. Warm sou¬ 
thern winds coming in from the sea 
tepUced the cool northern winds. 

sea lurnectiurtwIeaL And the Jd - 
ly Hsh buricade had to be lifted. 
While most went back to where they 
came from. iV larger tines were 
beached. 

Fishing hab> FCMimed at Shankar- 
pur. But no one yc4 knows why (be 
idly fuh decided 10 come at all. • 


government propeny'.hc said. 

Ihe deputy chief minister, who is also 
(he \(ate P^'D minisia. revealed that 
while in office these ministers construct¬ 
ed simciures inside their houses to provi¬ 
de sheds for their security personnel. 
Around Rs 23 lakh wms speiii for this pur¬ 
pose. Miveover. Rs 15 lakh was spent 
ibr buying furniture, televisions and 
refrigerators. After they were out of offi¬ 
ce, ihe ministers reportedly carried away 
these goods, uu|uired with public 
nx»cy. to t hei r own houses. 

The deputy CM also alleged ihul 
Samir Ranjan Burman lopped (he list, 
with Rs 4.5 lakh to be recovered fremt 
him. Sudhir Ranjan Mujumdar was to 
return Rs 2 lakh. Bibhu Kuniari Devi 
had Rs 1.37 lakh outstanding against 
her. Ocher defauileiK include former Pan- 
chayai minister Birajit Sinha (Rs 3.6 
lakhi and former PWO minister Surajil 
Datta (Rs l .b lakh). Former Assemhiy 
Speaker Jyiairmoy Nath also had Rs 1.9 
lakh ouuiandihg. 

When contacted, Burman admitted 
that former ministers had indeed receiv¬ 
ed sudi notices from the Assembly secre¬ 
tary. Burman, who la now the leader of 
the Opposition, leli ihui it the govern¬ 
ment had proof that money or any other 
property was usurped by the former mini¬ 
sters, (hen it was the duly of the respec¬ 
tive depaAmeiiis to serve the niHices 
instead ot me Assembly secretary. 'The 
govcnuiKnt was at liberty to take legal 
acitoA il It Md any proof*, he added. 

Burman, however, found some ulte- 
,ior motive in the gov^ment's recent 
move. 

Launching a counter-attack, the 
leader of the Opposiiion alleged that the 
l.en From government had withcld the 
pension o1 these former legislators for 
the last 22 months on (he ground lhai 
(bey had usurped govenunem property. 
"Pcodon was stopped ooly to comer 
(hem. thus forcing them to refrain from 
launching a struggle against the goven* 
ment", he said. 

As for himself. Burman insisted that 
he would come clean even if an enquiry 
corninission was set up to probe into the 
charges against him. "I am totally free 
from aimiption", he declared. "I have 
nu need to take government property 
because I have no deinh of money." B ur- 
man said he would welcome an enquiry 
commission against him. 

As it stands, unless an enquiry is ini(i- 
ated, there is no way of knowing who is 
speaking the (ruth. • 
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On the guard 

The Centre steps up vigil along the Jndia-Bangladesh 
border 

A senior police offtcia] Mlmiiicd 


The iuue ot in Ultra' 
lion (n Avtam keeps 
peeping up at reguJar 
intervals. RecenUy. 
hundreds of BhonUiya 
Janata Party <BJP) 
cadres fonned a 
'human wall" along 
the Karimganj dis* 
trict's border with Bangladesh on 25 
December as a mark of protest against 
the continuing influx of Bangladeshis 
into ihe Mate. 

The inevitahie upaluK was a generaT 
alert issued by the Union home ministry 
to the Border Security F<me (8SF) and 
the Slate police. The flurry of activity by 
the BSF)uwani alimg Assam's 269 km 
border with Bangladesh conveyed the 
Centre's sen«e of urgency to tackle the 
problem. 

Curiously, the alert was sounded even 
when official records ^k>w a decline in 
the slate’s population growth over the 
1971*91 period. These also revealed a 
decline in the rate of detection ofinnitra* 
ling Bangladeshis. Three years ago. Ok 
BSF was picking up around 300 
Bangladeshis per rrtonth along the hveri* 
ne and land'lockcd borden of Karim* 
ganj. The Hgure now stands at 160. In 
the iniehors of the district also, the poli* 
ce last year picked up 550 infiltraiors. 
compared to 680 in 1993. 

But the patiem of infiltration seems to 
have changed. Instead of settling in the 
border areas, the migrants now fan out 
inside the state. This may explain why 
Dhomaji. a difficult terrain of river 
islands in the Brahmaputra Valley. ha.s 
registered a 104 percent spurt in its popu¬ 
lation dunrg the 1971 -1^1 period. 

The Kokrajhar distner in north*west 
Assam — with no border with 
Bangladesh ~ has recorded an unusual 
incmase in JLS population Kokrajharhas 
already become a hot*bed of communal 
violence with Bodo militants periodical¬ 
ly attacking the Bengali Muslims Popu* 
lalioi» in North Cachar. Kiimrup and 
Darrang districts have also shot up. lend¬ 
ing credence to the ihe<iry of the 
mignuttv 

64 . 


that out of every ten inniirators. only 
one can be det^ied. Using this as a 
thumb role. H can he sunni^ that ai 
least lO.OOOpersons arc entering the Bar¬ 
ak VaJky every year. But instead of 


nudiing their presence obvious, the 
mi grants now take refuge in the neigh¬ 
bour) ngiribal slates as well os in the ferti¬ 
le central Assam districts. 

Faced with the onslaught, the polic¬ 
ing along rhe border needs to be b^fed 
up. Every 3 km. the BSF ha.s set up 
watch-lowers along the India- 
Bang ladesh border in Cachar «id Karim- 
gonj. But only eight jawam Mt availa¬ 
ble to man each tower for both surveillan¬ 
ce and patrolling. According to S.B. 
Kukaiaj. die BSF DIG fui ^oudi As.saiH 
and Mi/ofam. this number is grossly 
inadequate. 

Moreover, the linguisuc and religious 
affiriity of the people on bod) sides of the 
border along the* river Kushiara are the 
added prnWems m identifying a 
stranger. The B.Sf has now asked for 


more fibre-glass boats to curb the border- 
hopping It nigbi. 11 has al ready moved in 
three battalions to man ibu bolder in this 
sectrM*. 

The effort to send back the illegal 
migrants to Sylhei through the Mahisha- 
san corridor in the Kurimganj district 
has not been successful. The 
Bangladesh Rifles has refused to let 
them in. arguing that they were not 
Bangladeshi citizens. 

Local authorities now feel that the 
Centre would do well to implemeni the 
1965 recommendations of B.N. Mul- 


lick, a former chief of the Intelligence 
Bureau. Mul lick, whileou dining the Pre¬ 
vention of Infiltration from Pakistan 
(PIP) scheme, wanted to set up a or«e- 
mile belt along the border, issue identity 
cards, erect a barbed wire fence with a 
fair-weather road running parallel to it. 
He also recommended a national 
registration system fur the border people 
with their thumb impressions preserviui. 
Though work on the border fence has 
begun, i is progi ess in the Korimganj sec¬ 
tor bus been tardy. 

There is n oson todouht the ^oceri- 
(y of the govcjjiincni in checking the 
influx. But it is douNful whether desired 
results can be obtained without more 
stringent measures. • 





CfCATWG A WALL BJP workers ledbyAtal Bekori Vajpayee 
swcl I mg the valley's population, and the- 






During ihe CP1( M) cvnveniion i n Kur* 
tvongm August. I9M. muMiif thelocal 
ksders favoured (he foimaciun of a sepa¬ 
rate disinci conuninee by severing its 
relations with Siliguri, Buddhadev Bhat* 
(acharya had tonur^ihall all hisexperien* 


SAVING IT Wmf FlOII^RSt Su^iihadrv BhnnavhaniU/efi) wiih Chivmifh 


A love^ia te relationship 

CPI(M) workers from Darjeeling resent the party's 
soft comer for Subash Ghisingh 


WEST BENGAL 


*nk; Daijeeling dis* 
trici committee of the 
rulidg CPl(M) in 
West Bengal has deci¬ 
ded not (0 go into a 
face off with its arch 
rival, the Gorkha 
National Ubcretioa 
Front (ONLF) . A deci¬ 
sion 10 this cfTecl was taken during the 
three-day conference of the CPI(M)'$ 
Darling district committee. hM in 
SiUgun fK>m 19 Januaty. 

iSough the CP1{ M) leadership resolv¬ 
ed not to take on theGNLFat this junctu¬ 
re, the decision had its share of detrac¬ 
tors. Some delegates from the hills fell 
that i i wou Id not be wixe to have a pol ky 
of appeasement with the GNLF. 

CPl(M) leaders from the hills of Dar¬ 
jeeling felt that there was no need for the 
state-level leaders to woo the GNLF 
supremo Suba^h Ohi»ingh, Bui (hey 
were outnumbered and failed to drive 
home their point in front of the party 
bosws. 

In fact, state CPI(M) supremo ar>d 
chief minister Jyoti Basu never wanted 
his relauon with Ghisingh to be bmed on 
animosity. And at the meeting, Basu 
made this amply clear. And probably to 
dnve home this poiru. be also had a long 
chat with the GNLFsupremo on 20 Janu¬ 
ary inside a forest bungalow at Mnng* 
pong. 30 km from Siliguri. The state 
inftKinadun minister Buddhadev Bhai- 
(acharya — once krtown as a staunch 
GNLF-basher—also seems have chang¬ 
ed his mind. 

The CPI(M), in fact, decided to snug¬ 
gle up to Ghisingh when it found 
out that he was not in the good books of 
the Congress high command. The siaic 
CPI(M) leadership, did not waste time 
and was soon found to be shaking hands 
with Ghisingh, branded so far as an ''anti • 
social clement". From then on. CP|(M) 
wcHkers from the hills found to their dis¬ 
may how the state leaders, from Jyoti 
Basu to Ashok BhaitKhtujee, were 
ch^ing (heir stand. Not surprisingly. 
Ghisingh soon became a friend of the 
Manisis from the plains. And the 
CPI<M)Jeaden in the hills did not like it. 


helm of Ihis Riini&liy. Another conten¬ 
der was Tulsi Bhattarai, the young Ml.A 
from KuTNCwig. He too was denied (he 
post and "a man from the plains" — a.s 
Ashok Bhaitachurjec was branded — 
was given the charge of the hill affairs 
This also antagonised the CPt(M) 
leaders from the hills. 

Though the GNLF was described as 
an anti-ComrnunIsi force, the secreta¬ 
ry’s report at the itieeiing advised again* 
M t^ing a hard line. Some aiirihuie thU 
to the panchayai elections in the hills of 
Datjeeling which are scheduled on 27 


ce to di ffusc the siluai ion. 

Moreover, local CPItM) mllvrsts 
could not reconcile with Ashok Bhai- 
tachatjee taking charge of the hill affairs 
as the minister. For two terms, it was 
Tamang Duwa l>ama who was at (he 


FRIENDS AGAIN? 


A MCtlM Of tht €PI(M) 

eodros reeootly their 
dbapprovil of the party*! 
nobotoappaasoMF 
soprewo Soboih 6hNln|h 

TaoIrroaemMotaiw 
rollfcM a hllls-pliln 

achta 

Senior loaiorf, hovmr, 

ohOMtolfiiertthtliicMHt 


March, I99.S. Ashok Bhaliacharjee 
a'vcaicJ (hal Darjeeling hills would 
have a singic-licr panchayal system. 

Earlier, it was decided to introduce 
Ihe lull-fledged panchayat.system in the 
area. And the state government was | 
dciemiined to hold the eicciions by i 
December. 1994. Bui it was Ghisingh | 
who o^iosed die move and the slate 
government had to backtrack. 

After several rounds of talks with the 
GNLF supremo, it was ultimately decid¬ 
ed that only the single-tier system would 
be imrodu^ in Darjeeling iind ibai too 
in a way which would not come in the 
way of ihc activities of the Darjeeling 
Uorkha Hill Council <DGHO. bven 
then. Ghisingh’s lieutenants were suspi¬ 
cious of the CPKM) move and the 
GNLF could noi come to a decision as lo 
whether to participate in the panchayat 
polls or not. • 







Sacred therapy 

Plants with medicinal value are being grown in resorts near Bangalore 


T hose who have so long scoffed at 
sacred rituals as mere rchgioav for* 
malism had better be more dis' 
creel. No. it U nol resurgence of taith. 
But science, it seems, has given its 
stamp of authenticity to whai ha.s been 
dismissed by rationalists as nothing 
more than a show o( piety. Modem 
research Into the plants, leaves and 
flowers used in uncieni 
Hindu riles have proved 
that they have medicinal 
qualities — the sacred 
hut ubiquitous tulsi being 
■ sterling example of 
their cu rati ve powers. 

(t is this realisMiion that 
may have influenced 
Y.N. Yel lappa Reddy, 
former conservator of 
forests with the Karnata¬ 
ka government and its 
present environment 
secretary, to set up the 
fini Vsacred plants* reson 
in Shimago district of 
Karnataka. A second one 
was opened near Ramana* 
garam. d>out 70 kilo¬ 
metres from Bangalore 
and a third garden has 
now been set up in Kolar district. 
"I would call them unconventional tem¬ 
ples"' says Reddy. "Since there ik no 
God to beckon people, only the plants 
areused to invoke God’s presence." 

What prorr^ited him further was the 
fact that there was a strange discrepancy 
between mantras chanted by the priests 
in temples and their actions, something 
that smacked of ignorance. "The priest 
would aay Krishnapingaiaya namaaha 
samarpayami but offer rose petals or 
jasmine flowers. In fact, he should he 
offering lotus flowers as per the 
mantra.' says Reddy, an <^»^at)on 
that set him off a quest for the sacred 
plants, leaves and flovrers mentioned in 
the monrmr of di fferent rituals. 

His task, however, was not an easy 
one. With the disappearance of 'sacred 
forests' (land maintained by temples) 
due to urbanisation and liU gradual 
expansion of villages, most of the spec¬ 
ies were difTicult to find. Whai added to 


Reddy's problems wav thai each plant 
had five nr VIX tasnes in 5»afl skhi and two 
or three other names in Latin and Bota¬ 
ny. Kven then he managed to identify 
moM of them os'cr a iwo-ycar period. 
"Except for two plants mentioned as 
being in the Ashoka Varui where ^ita 
was held captive m the /iwnusm“ he 
says.' I collected aJ movt al I <4 the vacred 


effoits. the forest department, too. has 
developed its own medicinal plants 
rewxtv. According to Ravi Ralph, the 
silviculturisl in charge of the resorts, the 
Idea is to develop a gene pool. As he 
say s, The response to the sacred and the 
m^icinal planis resorts has been very 
good. While people from temples are 
borrowing saplings, the Instilute for Indi- 


In the Ramanagaram 
resort there are over 200 
species of trees and plants^ 
seven of which are different 
varieties of tuisi a]<me 


plants mentioned in our scriptures, 
munrms. etc." 

The Ramandgaram <c»ort where over 
200 species of sacred trees and [dants are 
hous^ is a tribute to Reddy's indefatig¬ 
able energy. Seven of these are different 
varieties ol mJst alone. Av if (o emphasi¬ 
se communal harmony, (here are por¬ 
tions. inside the resort, titled 'The Gard¬ 
en Of Eden' and 'The Carden Of Idam*. 
While the laner has almost all the plants 
mentioned is th<' Ko^ait The Garden Of 
Eden, however, lacks one pankular 
tree: the alhmponani apple tree! 

As if taking the cue from Reddy's 


anbysiemsol Medicme has begun to cof 
lect leaves and everything else that is 
necessary to develop ayurvedic medici¬ 
nes.' 

The govemmeni i.s now planning to 
open more such resorts across the state. 
According to Ralph, the plan is to set up 
medicinal plants resorts in each of the 21 
districts as well as a few sacred plants 
resort*. 

In the final analysis, the idea behind 
the setting up of ih^ resorts appears to 
be a modem one: to encourage people to 
preserve fc^ts and their ecological 
diversity. As Reddy pula it. "Most Indi¬ 
ans would not und^tond the concept of 
a depleting ozone layer. But they would 
certainly understand, revere and preser¬ 
ve som^ing which has religious sanc¬ 
tion." In rhe process. Reddy has hit upon 
a iwo-fold i^a: lo preserve the rituals in 
their true form and the conservation of 
environment through it. • 


nnQ*ri-i« 








ODDS AND TRENDS 


Star Invader 

% iritime LindsGuodxnsn 
caine oui with a revised edi' 
tion of her runaway besise)' 

I er on the sun signs. A recent 
revelation by the Royal 
Astronomical Socrety 
(RA$) in Britain has made 
ail astrological calculations 
go haywire. A 13ih sign of 
zodiac, named Ophitichus, 
has suddenly appeared out of 
the blue. 

As a result, all the exiMing 
12 zodiac signs have gone 
topsy-turvy. People bom bet* 
ween 30 November and 17 
December will now fall 
under the sign of Ophiuchus 
^ depicted by a mun hold* 
ing a coiled snake. 

This development is sure 
to shake up the reams and 
reams of predictions chum* 
ed out by the astrologers *—* 
professronalsand 
hobbyists. 


No smoking 

I In Koolimad village, 20 
km from Kozhikode. Kerala, 
smoking cigarettes is not 


only injunotis to health, but 
can al so lead to oM/acisa- 
lion! Fur overt wo months 
now. none of the villagen. of 
Koolimad have taken a puff 
from u cigarette or a br^t. 
This i s after the vi I lage aim- 
munily took a vow lo hen 
.smoking. 

It all began in October 
lost, when the members of 
the Akshara Library and ihc 
Nehru Yuvak Kendra decid¬ 
ed to start an awareness cam¬ 


paign in (he village about (be 
darker side of (ohacco- 
consumption. This was wel¬ 
comed u ith great enihus i • 
asm by all and sundry 
Sh<^cq)crs were quick 
in get nd of all forms ot 
uihacct> in their stock. Lix;al 
youths colIciicd these and 
organised a bonfire. It was 
also decided that anyone 
breaking the pledge would 
he made to su ffer i he ignomi - 
ny of being ostracised. 



Soft spoken 

■ 1 I ike the day s of 
such * )Ji ous phrases as *' 1 
humbl y c rave your i>pi n ion" 
or ‘I beg your esteemed peru¬ 
sal <»1 this letter" ore linally 
over. 

Marlin Cutts, the director 
of Britain's Indepcrnleni 
Plain Language Commis¬ 
sion. will soon he visiting 
India. His mission will be to 
do away w it h the wordy, con • 
voluied Viklonan Rnglish, 
now in use in the 
subcontinent. 

This novel venture has 
been organised by the Bri* 
lish Council in India loge* 
thcr with the Veduration of 
Consumer Organisa i ions of 
Tamil Nadu. A Ihrec- 
wcck*long programme of 
workshop'^ and public lectu¬ 
res bus been organised to get 
Indians to Icom simpler 
Rnglish. 

The use of this ujiiiquaied 
Hnglisb. left ovci front ihe 
days of the Rai, in newspa* 
pers. busirKss Ibrms, Idlers 
and coniracishus prompted 
this move. * 


MILESTONES 


DIED: MrW) Roy. West Bengal’s public works 
depanipent mrnister. io Calcuctt. on 24 Jamnry. He was 
65 aod is survived by his wife aod two sons. 

DISO: AytibtyM editor of Curreof, in New Ddbi. on 
25 January. He was 63 and is aurvivedbyhUwifeandttyo 


DIEOrllilNmyMQirt. veteran freedom Agbier. in 
Bahaare. Orliaa,on25Janwy.Hewas94. 

DSDt Arvind IMm Swamy • veteran freedom fighter 
and editDr*{D-ddafof Klactetan Skamcfiar feature 
Mn4ee.ia<3faniabad»Oft22J«Hfary. He««90. 

DCOt journidbtaftdfonMr 


'V 


flIBC HupNMil vOVMM, fenous ptioiv. in 
Cl]MAf*ltJpRwy. frdbwtag ac«diic antsL He was 
^gftttriiwtvMbyldiwMhMiteo. 


INADQURATED: Thenew ^tatc-of-tbe-an domestic 
terminal <^(be N«ta)l Subhath Chandra Doaa 
Airport in Calcutta, on 23 January. 

CONFERRED: On K.P. Singh Oao, Union 
informacioo and broedcastiog minister, the AV8M 
gallantry award for his meritorious service in the 
Territorial Amy. 

ANNOUNCED: The of^ntmeMofRrofaaaor 
ArmaHy Daaai as the newchairmaaofthe Uidveraity 
Oranui Commission. An eminent sociologist. Professor 
Desai ha.s been the director of the Tata IiLStitute of Sod al 
Sdences. 

PROMULGATED: An ordinance to regulate the 
operitJon of the cable TV operators, by Prestdenl Shankar 
DeyalShamu. 

APPOINTED: V.K. Rattfl, inHiv. deputy high 
commissioner in UK, as (he i ^odw to Nepal. 
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ARIES 


\2I M0rch-2OAftnh 

T his is likely lobe a lively 
*eek» full of eiiciternent 
and new opportunities. 
Rapid progress can be made 
with new ventures. And 
patterns established now can 
recur throughout the next 
few week.s with extremely 
positive consequences. 
Glean whatever advantages 
you can from favourable 
conditions. 

TAURUS 


(71 Ar^l 20 htap 

T 7 to approach life with a 
!>mi]e. You seem to be 
laying loo much emphaxis 
on factors that really need a 
lighter touch. Your actions 
ai^ concerns may be more in 
the nature of interference 
than true assistance. Allow 
events to follow iheir own 
course. Stand back in order 
to gain a clearer perspective. 

GEMINI 


{7! Mov 70Jnnr\ 

T here's not much ;ip in the. 

air. You may feci that 
time is crawling along at a 
snail's pace. Feelings of 
lethargy may make it 
difftculi for you to get going. 
But get your head down and 
accomplish the routine 
occupational affairs that are 
expected of you. A romantic 
proposal i s on its way for you. 

CANCER 


i2IJuat~20JuWf 

T ry to keep details of your 
finarKiaJ position to 

yuuiself. If people get lu 

know that you are 
comfortably off. requests for 
loans are likely lo be made. 
You will be spiritually 
inclined and will want to 
study religion and 
philosophy. Slow down in 
romance. 


LEO 


i2IJuty 20AugM*i> 

A period lies ahead 
#%</you. You'll have the 
freedom to make change of 
plans, even at the eleventh 
hour. But i| is best to make 
such changes after a lot of 
scrutiny. Your health may be 
in jeof^y: perhaps you arc 
straining yourMlfloo much. 
Eit^loyers will he 
perceptive and willing to 
listen. 


LIBRA 


f7l SfptfmEer 20 OfUibet) 

I t is a good lime fur taking 
up new imerests. 
especially in the company of 
h^*mindcd people. Clubs 
and groups can provide 
iniercMing new pursuits and 
xelf-impr^>vemem activities. 
Ideals can more easily be 
translated into practical 
action. You can play a major 
nk in humanitarian projects. 



VIRGO 


i2i Aiigiiil~20S*pffmbrrt 

P ast psychological 
drawbacks ihai have 
plagued you can he done 
away with. Conclude 
business operations while 
you are on a winning streak. 
Domestic Miss is assured. A 
better undersiaiMiing in kwe 
affairs can sort out any 
recent turmoil. Take a 
calculated risk. 


SCORPIO 


1 7/ Orftihrr* 20 Nmfmbrri 

I t may oe neces.'»ary lu stand 
back and vieweturem 
concLTHs at an arm's length. 
You might be so involved in 
(hem that you cannot sec the 
forest for (he trees. Test (he 
water temperature before 
making requests of 
influential people Romance 
will be cheerful. 


I SAGITTARIUS 


< 2 / M»« tnihft-TO Pfi fmWrI 

T here is no need in wasting 
week full of 

oppon uni lies. And with ihe 
jpplicaiion of wilUpower 
this shouldn't happen. Bui 
the temptation i<' squander 
time and moni'; >y.\ frivulous 
pursuits may huvcio be 
struggled with It's untikcly 
that you'll gain anya^ul 
satisfaction from such 
amusements, 

CAPRICORN 


(21 P<rfmt*rr-20Junmir\ i 

D on't go looking for 
innihic Let sleeping 
dogs lie. events ituii 
hjppenetl long ago slay 
buried Only gmaJ can come 
from lorgismg people for 
past indiscretions. You arc 
unlikely to receive the 
support you itiN^d ftom your 
I ami I y memhers. In fuel, 
they may just p^iur cold 
water on your aspiraiions, 

AOUARIUS 


(21 JtinuurK •TVErhfuanl 

D on't hclieve whul others 
have lusay on rmnnciul 
mailers Promises to pay 
hack ur Kmn money arc 
un I i kcl y to be hoiunired 
when ii c«>mes lo the crunch. 
Catch key people when they 
arc alone if you have any 
special requests lo make of 
ibcni. They are unlikely to be 
forthcoming i f they are bu sy 
or in a crowd. 

PISCES 


(21 Ffi>rmn20Miinh) 

B oih yourmantal and 
personal life seem lobc 
going awry, li*x high lime 
you do something about it. 
The behaviour of loved imes 
can lead to embarrassing 
consequences. You can rely 
on a trusted friend and spe^ 
out your problems. Business 
rcquirescxira effort. • 
























RANDOM NOTES 






Noi«OM«ktlwi 

lot 

TnM^e ii ia 

biraudicy. 1a 
the )m coq| 4« of yetn. tbtre 
htve been imr eddhiooil 
eecfeariei qoaJifying ter 
prentyaoo dtim the nonibcr 
of Hcfetify-keve] jobs it the 
Centre er the equivelem 
chief Mcretify*i poR ia 
atetes put together avalWAe 
to ecconamodMe them. 



Ror insttnee. eligible 
1963-beich {AS officen 
fhoutd heve got tbdr 
sccieuiry-|rede promobon 
by 1993. but eotne of than 
g« tbei oniy e ye«r later. 

goes against the ground 
rule set that the officer tnujt 
become a secretaiy within 
30 years of joining the 
aervke. 

The <lday arose because 
as many ei 103 1963-batch 
oflicen qualified to be aecre- 
tartea while there were ooly 
36 such Jobs godngat toe Cen¬ 
tre and iti the remainiog 
eouldo*! be taken in toe 
slates. 

Nowit is the turn of the 
I964^bat^ officers to have 

heanbunu. The goiog ia 
tougher for dow, 117 offi¬ 
cer! are qualified to be aecte- 
taiiaa and as many » 15 or 
16 of ihecn cannot be accoot- 
modated either^ the Centre 
ortoeiiMi 

tUMMTS. itFWMfVilN 


Naraaimhi Rao thought 
of a way around that pro* 
Uem. He opeoed toe NattoQ* 
d Human Rights Commis¬ 
sion, toe Centra) Atoninisiri- 


poratton of Indiia md other 
aide branches of toe govern¬ 
ment for seoAary-te^ offi¬ 
cers to join. Bm ao fv. tow 
have shown Inclimtloa 


endm Singh, the 1960 IAS 
batch, is hard'presiied u> 
accommodate hi<; collea¬ 
gues. But so far. he has found 
DO other sotuiion than the 
one toe Prime Minister had. 
Rw Nansimha Rao. too. ihis 
comes at a bad time. The 
bureaucracy is already dix- 
treased over the news ihai 
some 1A$ and IPS officers 
may be prosecuted for" negli- 
geM^that led to Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi’s assassination. 


Mak«iTor 


Anna Dravida Munneira 
Kaihagam) MPs were 
caught by customs sinuggl* 
iftg computer disks. R. Sree- 
itoaran, who went to receive 
toe kabadji team coming 
from Barcelona at Delhi’s 
intemational airport, was 
nebbed by toe authorities ui 
toe gteen channel and 
antsteU. The other two. N. 
Murugesen and C. Rijalu. 
were picked up around the 
same time ai Bombay and 
Madras airports re^eciive- 
ly. and fined and let off. 

Jiyalalitoe expelled all of 
(hem and this is known, 
locrediUy. she followed up 
with a iMter to the Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO) 
urging that all three be lock¬ 
ed up under COFRPOSA. 
(be tough anti-smuggling 
law. The customs, too. want¬ 
ed that. But finance ministry 
officials were against this 
step as it involved MPs and 
toe went with this 

argumetu. layalalitha’s let¬ 
ter wasn't even 

acknowledged, 

The sting though iv that all 
three MPs had supported t he 
Congress during an earlier 
no-confidesKe motion mov¬ 
ed by the Opposition that 
Jay^itha hi4 supported. 
Itor such "friends'’. COPH- 
POSA wa.s thought too 
harsh. Expect toe lady to ful¬ 
minate some more. • 


bve Tribunal, the Rood Cor- 


Cabinet secreticy Sur- 


CHECK-LIST 


1995: stars on the horizon 


: Wel. whu can one uy about the 
'elM newcomer M (he Mushy ixcept 
petoaos Smrn/whttirofimegmpmimWfiti 
Booty 1 launching ped lor brother Saiqiy, fttm.itoght 
be compiiti. but rt h» been in the coU tfonoe lor to long 

that R has atmosi wad Sintiy's cheom el makM K blg^ 
BulinBoiVwoed. where ft on^taMs one onto turn the 
taWee. you can’t really say. And ^npy Is sitting'prefiy* on 
three blocitoustirs: Arm wfth Madhiin. with Taboo 
and Beoiboo with Mamta Kuikami. 


He has yet to make an appaaranoe on 
tha silver screen but tha gloeaies are all over town with the 
Oedlad PMftweihbiilikvrtthNeelim.toenhisto^ 
with Poo|t BftiR. and now his crush on Namrati 
SWrodhlar. 

With Raj Kumar Smtoshi’s dartaarco-stoirtng Twnktt 
Khanm ihitost raady to hftthe screen. K rsmm to be 
seen whether Bobby can woo the masses as ««ii. 


The buddtog stv Is destined to 
ihfne After IN, K is in her genes, they say. R4esh Khanna 
and Dimple's pretty iMglitar Is ei the big league atra^: 
she has been sigfM up with top heroes. Akshay Kumar and 
AjiyDevgan. 


R Better known as TwiflWs 
Khima’s boyfriend or Jaeteodra’s nephew. Kapoor Is 
cravino lor an identity of Ns own. And. ft seems, he wM not 
have to waft too long for that 
Abttoh* b worttig fti I'fth AtohiMefand has 

signed up with top producere like PaMal Nihitoni and KX. 
Bokadii. 


■ AkfiMqrg IQiaMtt: Papa Vmod has knporied two 

herolneafrom London, has promoted him In the home 

produebon, Mmatopupa-^-inuchiothe chagrin of DD 
viewirs on New Vaar's eve: and poaed on the cow of 
fltorfM wfth the hero-tn-the-maloDg* 

Doing by the hype and hoopB thtf hat lurrounded Ms 
arrhai In the inow^. the 19-yaar-oid sure haa a tot to 
prove. 




Last month, throe 
AlADMK (All-India 














DIARY 


TiMPrMidMiti* 

•ngiy 

■ Ifs ao4 just UnioD 
Bud|e( which has 
been postponed because of 
(he Assembly deciioos in 
five states. Tht Covemon' 
conference, held once in two 
years, has been deferred too. 
from February to May. The 
pFesident, Shankar Dayal 
Sharma, is apparemiy unhap* 
py about this and the govern* 
ment has been told about it 



$.P. BhanMt why ahowM ■ 
coRfwwwB# ba R nhedto 
tMpoUaT 

Sharma feels that there 
was no reason to link (be 
Governors' cmfcrence with 
routine eleciions. He wa« 
scheduled lo go abroad in 
May artd those plans have to 
be now changed. The govern¬ 
ment, however, says that as 
many aa six gubWnalonal 
posts haj fallen vacant and 
that ii made sense to bold die 
conference af^ filling iheae 
up sometime in March-April. 

Last heard. Shanna 
wasn't ccmvlnced.i^ashtrapd* 
ti B haven sources said that 
R. Venkaiaraman, (he for¬ 
mer President, a stickler for 
rules, would never have 
allowed (he posiponemem. 


Prince charming 

■ Thai there is another 
side CO Nelson Mande¬ 
la carne through very clearly 
in histhrec-day visit ro Delhi. 

Midway through a speech 
he wav making at the Rajiv 


ai 


HEARD AT24 AKBAR ROAD 

Q: What do«s tlM CcM^rwM 
w nWR rt o for th» l Uf mbty 
not 

A; No »«o^abo¥t 110 TAOA. 

ACONGReSSMAN 


a 


Gandhi Foundation. Mande¬ 
la stopped, took off his glas¬ 
ses and rubbed his eyes. No. 
he wasn't crying, the le gen d 
reassured the gathehog 
which had given him a stand¬ 
ing oymoq when he walked 
into the audhohum. "This is 
just a way 10 attroct anention 
eg myself from hme to time,* 
he t^d the crowd. Whai he 
wasn't tdlmg was fus eyes, 
accusionwd to 27 yean of 
darkness, can'i stand hanh 
light 

His charm was Id eviden¬ 
ce two dayv later as well at 
(he Indira Gandhi Peace 
Priie awards cermooy io 
Rashtrapaii Bhavan. Naiwar 



CHECK-LIST 


What ministers would want of a reshuffle 


■ >.>. Chg v i; Deputy prime merislefihip. iKcapt 
thatifenoticonstluborai post, kihb birthday bash oat 
yur Ihmimha Rao caled him hh most busted friend. He 
has taken ihatto mean ha will succeed likn. WKI Da happy 
enough lor tha present If Raja^ PHot d ahtftad from homa. 


■ rtmm Msild w igDD; You can «y about him that 
he's consistant Sbi^ wants Manmohan ^ngh'a |ob. 
Emerged as Maraalmha Rao's k«y adviser 


■ VX. WMfcla: Some say that ha wants dafanca; 
others say that he would prafr tWTM. Evan N he ware to gat 
rraither. he wouUnl getdishearteoel Ka wii ba in the next 
govammant. whoever lorms it. Ba sura of that. 


■ Biwiiti Likas what ha's doing. Others Have a 

lob for him; outside the govammant. 


■ Ibijagh Pilots Cabkwt minislef lor home. Then ha 
says he will finish Tsrrorist and Disruptive Acttviws 
(Pfsvanbon) Ad (TADA), Arjun Singh. Kashmir and. of 
course. S.B.Cha^. 


.thgtn. 


Hvpywhafthaii Outiidi 


Ungh. In ooe bored moment, 
re^bed across to Mandela 
and passed a note that said. 
"Do you sdll get up at 3.00 
mV 

"No, I get up ai 4.00 am." 
Mandela replied promptly, 
signing off witi) a flourihh. 


An officer and a 
IwMIelan 

■ It was the usual crowd 
at (he Republic, Day 
tea pmty held at Rashtrapaii 
Bhavan—there were thedef- 
ence officers in their unifor- 
ffli and the politicians in 
(hdr dhotis—^l confabulat¬ 
ing in various comers. 
Eacepi one crowd thai drew 
everyone's anention — a 
man in unifonn was Kanding 
surrounded by a group of 
politicians. Alarm^ ai this 
rise of a new form of politici- 
sation of (he mililary, guests 
look a second look. Only lo 
realise that this officer 




K.P. 


among politicians was qoik 
odter K.P. Singh Deo. 
dressed In Terriiorial Army 
anire. 

Aijun Singh, on the other 
hand, did noi attract such hor¬ 
des, He stood alone in a co^ 
ner. and though many (he 
asaemWed MPt did ^)eak 
wiih him. it was more in the 
tpy vs spy Kyle of hushed 
a^ funive whispers, a 
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CUHSCT l«A 




















The I'incst Pair. 

\i>ii I'.iii'i hc(|i ttnc ,Klinirc .1 fine |Kiir. It ;UuaN> lakes (uoof a kind h> nuke a pair. 

Luvh’n I’ll.f >'!' I O.s* V>* nuke a rtne pair nf elegant reliable |M.*nN fm iinernjti<nul iiualitv 

vsiiiing finesse. I lies sure uiu make umii rhcmitlus ecHiic alive. 

I \H4 WMiitic mI i’t iHiH h»i s4i|M I iftnimr tno oik 

IrM in vhjrl«s mI H(n\* Kiit 

l)«vr 7!>0 tntUMiii Piloi ib-TeviHMin pviin >iild 

( f , .\f I • ^ f ’X I * •>>][ 
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nHtrx y«Hi 
enter n pi»h tcM.iunint, w.iV4* ^nit to 
s<^rtwi me in w J ist.in t a»mer . Cl^sinec^ 
Hfc they will wuvK hack, Y^mTdmmB 


inquiry about a menu inhabitant 
will reap rich results. The '.(ewarj 

w il I he impressed TIk* t hel w 1 11 peep 

oil! the kitchen in respect. And 
yiiur fellow diners will hail >nhi I<it 
what you truly are : h cimnais-seur. 

a Frerwh restaurant, do 
as ihe Greeks du. If you drop a fork 
by mistake, don't he emKirrasMjd. 
Go all The way- Tms away the 
remainiOK cutlery. Smash the 


hundred other diners and the 
Uibsrer Thertnidot i> the ssKially 
CiirrecT way. 



>wing and fawning. A 
fj ve nifw t Ip l o the f oi le t attenda n t 
will result in more bowing than 
?uhin Mehiiiai the Philharmonic. 
A wonderful, inexperskve way to 
pamper the ego. 


♦ 5^6 bill. 


C‘>rderi wo dozen 





t U'ear yoitf Msdom m«ik. 


i. Fill adeep in the anip Kwl. 


c ompan ion ^ w 1 11 1 h i nk 1 1 lai yi 'U ha ve 
(Tiends in all rhe right pl.ices. 


< 

TPonfidence. 


tmh.irraNseil 


hy your F'rench hemg corrected 
when you order a ratx- si mage ? IV 
one up on the wine steward. OrvVr 
a Ratline Ciold on rhe rocks. 




Uiw’s ihc salmon today. 


old boy P' A simple, innoci»»>ie> 


cnK'kery .igiunst the ^k.ill h>r a hin. 
i inpi oin pi u, <3 rs'c k -1 a ve rn.i -si yl c 
d in ing e aps'i le nc e- ^ ^ Iwr r.ihU*s w il I 
join in and ag.ila time will he had l>v 

.ill. 

<.ychci\ Salad and buy 
Tiscu r* Never c«>nsliM:f husmess 
ln*m yiHir *>lficc. IVioiinng seven* 
digit iigurt's inti' rhe c*iTdles.s fr^iiii 
v«wir pvwer rahV, in lull view •>f 


. /i44yA/^4 Uuw, 


dishes and take tiny liitie Hues ol 
each. Serihhie on your note (kuI 
while sknng so, Y«>ii will then He 
thought of as n jKaverfiil h**\l critic 
and the management will W tixi 
p«ditc tit hand vou a hih. 



Ultra Aqua Pura 








AGAINST 

ALL 

ODDS 

Mulayam Singh Yadav 
is the latest pawn in the ^ 
Congress battle v,' 






PrescnilAg the new Cold Gold 
Dchixe. 

The idcii islKf;iuiy vsiih unaacnt 
on uiilir> 

Thccml) W\t 
relnj?cTJtor in 
ils i'l;»ss wiih a 
M>h IcH)k JfKl 

dll whiiv 
inii nors Kn^in iIk* ttu*4i recessed 
clixv handle Ui ilu* crysldl 
clear vegetuhlv xi^d hiifter trays, this 
reff i><«Ta K )r says ii a II i rt ■ 

(CfTRs cj< siyfc, Hesides 
siuffiiPK a *'h{)le tik-v, Ikn / 
r>f Hexihk Icaiuri’s .. . 

lake the new nhelf fbp. JlUHd 


r' 


Now 


Soft looks. 

All white interiors. 

And very, very 

flexible. 



That can he raised to cnraic nxan for 
additiorul htxtles Or even a tall 
A snigger. Wtixh hokis your 
lx)llk*Mn pbiv S(»lheydcio*i 
shake nr lumlsk* when yiiu 
ciosi* ihcd<Hir 

Tlwre s even an rtcrs 
mUii^helf cin the dfvir 
' y To hold small iieniN «>r Ok* 

felb ikU ilHxoluies 


And the 
mobturc 
coatroL Whxh 
lets you adpisr 
the miNsiUR* 
levd in your ve^^etjible ensper. 

So vcRCtahles stay itesh Lon^*f. 

Hlus ndjustable shelves that let ycxi 
dc'sign the interiors of ynurOild Gold 
IX'Iuxe The way you warn i! 
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What's more, all this comes 
With the advantages of PI 'Y 


The new Cold Cfold Deluxe 
from Godrej. 

Any way you look at il. u s j winner 


Godrej Makes 






REFRIGERATORS 


Wl YKMISt OF GOOD UVtNC 


# 


COLD GOLD 


wy5 
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Against all 
odds 

Mulayam Singh Yadav 
is the latest pawn in the 
Congress battle 
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I N - IJ K P I M 

Watch your 
kidney! 

The Bangalore police 
bust j racket in human 
organs in which over 
K(KX) people were 
robbed of their kidneys 
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Hitting the 
road 

Shunid Pawar and Bal 
Thackeray fa)] out. 
lending a lot of colour 
to the Maharashtra 
election campaign 
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PhKSONAiITY 

An actor and a 
gentleman 

Sixiy-one years after 
he first faced the 
camera. Ashok Kumar 
continues to add to a 
lifetime of 
achievements 


72 _ 

I AS H 1 ON 

Walking tall 

Now, it\ shoes that 
are making a fashion 
statement 
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; Victim, no doubt 


I wus h;ippy lo see Senjuy 
Du» featured on the cover 
of your magarinc (V»aim. 

2^ January — 4 Kebr^jary). 

Sttfljay usually played the 
role of a rriKho, rough and 
lough hero, but he has 
always been a very sensitive 
and emotional person. His 
enireme sensitivity is appor* 
eni in the romantic roles that 
be has enacted with such 
emotion and depth. Therefo* 
re, it i&hard lo^lievcthai 
Sanjay ha» been involved in 


lerrurisi activities for which 
he hab been kharged under 
TADA. Mrweovcr. Sanjay 
has no previous criminal 
record. 

The photogrsfihs publish* 
ed along with the article only 
reinforce the itagedy as San¬ 
jay looks so scared artd help¬ 
less in them. It seems Sanjay 
Duti has been mentally tortu¬ 
red in jail. 

It is good that be has retrac¬ 
ted his earlier confession. He 
has proved that he i\ a brave 
man and can stand up against 
any i nj usnee done to him by 
the government, court and 
pr^icc. I N>pe his innocence 
and bravery sec him 
through and be is rc1ea><d 
from jail soon. 
sn«*Aar Xurnar, Stmtfi fBtfiarJ 

■ Your cover story on (he 
misuse ofTADA reveals the 
depiorahle sUHc of law and 
adminisiratiurt in our 
country. Millions have 
borne the brunt <if this 
without, apparently, any 
hope of redressaJ. Terroh sm 
certai nly is a problem, but 
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that isn't reason enough to 
apF^y TADA to all and 
sundry at the slightest 
suspicion 

A coun(er*argumem to 
this is the comparative tran¬ 
quillity in present Punjab 
where terrorism bos bwn 
stamped out. However, the 
mosi sirident criticism of 
TAOAis for i Is mi suse agai n* 
St the minoriiies in Gujarat 
and Maharashtra. 

And as yourmaga/.inc cor* 
reedy su mmari sed, ihe Con¬ 
gress. today, is aware of the 
hostility of the Muslims, 
which can affect the chances 
of Ihc party in ihe forihcom* 
ing elutions, 

Mmnir OaMuefa, Maw Jaraav 
fUSAJ 

That’s not 
•ntortainmont 


T his is wiih reference to 
the TV review by Shub* 
hra Gupta.Gk/ hiibitu die 
fuin/(22 2h JanuB^). 
When the minister of infoc* 
iTuriion and broadcasting 
(JdtB } and the di rector- 
genera] of Doordarshan talk¬ 
ed about Ihe opening an 
elite channel. DD*3, they 
gave (he impressiai that 
Doordarshan had tnily join* 

' ed (he bandwagon of compc* 
I dtion wiihSTAR, Zee, BBC 
I and (he ocher channels Bu( 

I (he debate over whether 
j DD*3 would aitraci (he mas- 
^ ses or (KH proved fuille, for 
I the issue died a premaiure 
death, with the various 
obstacles thai came in (he 
way of this new channel. 

E/Henainmcni program¬ 
mes have never bwn Door- 
darshvi's forie. which i % 
why, in spHe of hav Ing so 
many channels. Doordar¬ 
shan has Ut!l IK4 managed to 
gel an edge over the other 
channels. 

At Ihe .same lime. I feel 
that there is no harm if this 
moot popular and widel y- 
waiched medium is used for 
telecasting serious program¬ 
mes. provided they arc done 



: ADeerdarahM 
pro^amm#: oomo IhInga 
I Mvorehanga 

profeiiKionaiiy and with cre¬ 
dibility It is only (hen that 
Doordarshan cun win buck 
the viewers it ofwv hnd and 
prove U) he rculcoinpelition 
for the otherchunncls. 
Rafft 0 ^sfi Bsin. NtwCMhi 


The party’s over 


I t is no secret that MrsCturt* 
dhiireuiedthe AIADMK 
as her political ally when 
MGR was (he chief minister 
ofTamil Nadu. Indeed. 

MGR was (he most loyal 
leader in ihc Opposition that 
d>e ever had{Crackinx 
down. 22—2S January 
Today, the Tamil Nadu 
Congress is a lifeless organi¬ 
sation full of Raders bu sy try • 
ing to funhcT their own politi¬ 
cal futures, negligeni of (he 
state of the parly. The suck¬ 
ing of Ramamurthi and (he 
installation of Kumuri Anan- 
than as the ne w PCC chi e f i n 
his place will only serve to 
precipitate (he crisis within 
the party. 

As things staiKl now. the 
Congress inTamil Nadu is 
finished; a policy of concilia¬ 
tion and na confrontation, 
compromise and not conflict 
would have proved. I 
think, a betler course of 
action.Even Channa Reddy 
*«>hitheno treated like an 


•UNOAT 




















ofTiciiil liquidaiurul OppoM* 
lion govern menu— i% politi • 
calky, cs>n«iiiuiUtnally and 
morally impoicni Jayalali* 
iha may he dtcimohal und 
doginalic, hui she ik <hw K(cp 
above Channa Reddy. wIk> 



/ 


ClianM Roddy: Join Rm 
dfttua 

merely a hufToon perform¬ 
ing in a politicalcircuK. [tai 
all iayalalitha U to be dis- 
lodg^. M can only be 
through a Mab in (he back, 
namely, scrtne unconsliiuiio* 
nal meihi'id. 

U.S. fywr, B$ngtitcr9 
fKamattfev) 

Criminals In 
unifomi _ 

T nc article. Yes. seven 
wtmen were raped (22 
28 January) made shock- 
ing reading. 

The law and order situa¬ 
tion In the country i s ic poor 


(hat even (he cops, who are 
supposed to pfoceci iIk 
people, are iodulgiog in 
the molestation of women. 
Pc^ice Birocicies in our coun¬ 
try are oo the rise and unless 
(he govemmerti talies steps 
to discipline these men in uni- 
form, justice will never he 
melcd out. Aisd the people 
responsible for crimes again¬ 
st women must be severely 
punished 

«.M; Kabra. 0 oma«y 

PMshamaMraJ 


Muntormott 

foul 

T his is in reference to Mini 
Shankar A lyar's artick. 
An Induin /oltevrami'x 
irif'escuipatum 
(8—14 January k 
It is unfortunate Ihai this 
MPandes-lFSomcer 
should use such abusive 
language and openly accuse 
V .P, Singh and B O. Desh- 
pandc of being responsible 
for Raji V Gandhi death. 

I would like to know whai 
Mr Aiyar has to say dbovt the 
thousands of widows and 
children of innocent victims 
of the 1984 riou. in which 
many Congress leaders took 
part. Their only fault was 
that (hey belonged lo the 
same fai th as the asnuins of 
Indira Gandhi. 

All killings are to be condem¬ 
ned and (he government 


should act in a fair manner 
irrespective of the status of 
the victim's family. 

It is pointless blaming 
V.P. Singh and B.G. Desh- 
inukh for the assassinaiion 
of Rajiv Gandhi and (he soo¬ 
ner Mr Aiyar realises this, 
(he belter it is for him. 

P- AapnurvcnaAyyar. foleAur 
fnaral#; 

PromiMU, 

promlM* 


■ was not surprised to read 
that the Andhra Prade.di 
govemmeniwill find it diffi¬ 
cult 10 keep its ekctoal pro¬ 
mises (/'rum rhttorir to 
reafity, 1.S — 21 January). 

Hemever. I canmii but 
admire N.T Ramu Rao fur 
adroitly fooling the pec^c 
promising to supply rice 
to the poor at Rk 2 per kilo 
andenfocving prohibiiion 
The only ouicome of Ihevc 
ambiuous projects will be in 
the shape o( trvmcndouK lo«- 
scK to the slate ckchequcr. 
The end rcMilt will be that 
people of the state w i 11 heap 
curses tm his head. One can 
safely predict lhai NTR's 
rcactUici will be lo pass the 
buck on (o dv Centre, saying 
(hat it is stalling his plans by 
not supplying him with 
enough money. 

Oik piissible outcome of 
all this could be that bootleg¬ 
gers will become rich over¬ 



night. as happened during 
Chimanhhai Paiel's rule. 
V.IC O a y aWea, Ronbay 
dMahamaAM) 

Mitring words In 
hor mouth 


T his is with reference lo 
the spotlight demon 
ManekaGandhi (20 — 26 
Novemba. 1994). 

While commenting on the 
short television film featur¬ 
ing Maneka Gandhi which 
our agency produced for 
SafaJ P^o^en Vegetables, 
you have inaccurately quot¬ 



ed S ml Gandhi as saying, 
*J'm a vegetarian because 
I'm an Indian." 

As V effective and inler- 
naiional advocate of vegeta¬ 
rianism. Smt Gandhi knows 
(hat vegetarianism rests not 
only on a religious founda¬ 
tion. but also on the tenets <if 
ecology, the healthy benefits 
of a vegetarian diet, etc . and 
that the number of vegetari- 
aos are increasing through¬ 
out (he world lo^y. Wl^ 
Smi Gandhi actually said in 
(head filjn is. Tm a vegetari¬ 
an becauK I l«livvi: in good 
health." 

We would request your 
readers and sia^ to see the 
short television film to con¬ 
firm this. 

JJi. CharRry, ArfiurWalng and 
BilM Prwnefien Company 
fABRANUirMM 









An rOiiftCi^JnOU 



■ He U on «leader of 
Indin Gaodhi*s sttfore aa 
to make the heavens /all 


BramhLal. 

Haryana CM, 
dismissing the suggearion 
thaAfjuH Singh's 
espuisusn wonUcaussa 
m the CcngrsM 

■ Uke In Punjab, they 
waa (0 pqipecuaee dK 
pBBMntaitt^oQ to amoM 

waairn. 

, 

FaxooqAiouuah. 


Satiof^Corgertnce 
leader, rtmariing that 
thenisanexu between 
the miHtants, corrupt 
bureaucrats and 
paramiltta/y and pdtce 
forces in Jammujind 
Kashnir 

■ One swallow does not 
make a summer. We need 
sustained growth of Sve to 
seven per ceM in the noa 
five yean to make an 
efla^ve dent on poverty. 

MAitUOHMt Singh. Union 
finance minister, atsieing 
thatanti»poyerty 
programmes k^noi 
been given up in the era of 
liberalisasian 

M (will West him wiA 
Bocaba thousand yaan of 
life if he fealty coattaoei aa 


Naxaliie leaderfrom 
Andhra Pradesh 

fl Whai else can you 
expect from (he master 
crook (hat J.B. Patruuk is. 

Bov Patnadc Orissa chief 
minister, replying to the 
PCC prfjwEfrtf *5 charges 
against him 

■ We make 00 special 
effort for any religion bui 
we can agsure that there 
will bejosocetoilh 
appeaaanmofnooe. 

PBAMOD Mahajan. 
general sOcretary 


S irs not the question of 
ooe scene or shot, t found 
ibeeMuefUtQ 
Ob^ectionabk. 


achtm^ofttiepog. , 

But NTk is taxing (he pM . 
to bddge bk teveooe loam / 
oapQpuUaimeasums. ' 

ICSmiAMAMK. 


FttOOUN Diyifbmer 
daeoitguesK^r 
watching the controversial 
film m her 


■ Let us rei^ace (be old 
practice of mindless 
exploitation uf (he planet 
earth wid) a raw c uUure of 
sustainable iotegreted 
developwm to enable 
hurrun^nd to have a 
common future. 

U.R Rv). member, Space 
Commission 

■ Raveenais Raveeaa and 
Kioisma is RarUma. Vat 
(here is only one Juhi 
Qtawla! 

JUHiCHAWU^hn Mr ' 
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Fresh fresh reasons 


to be 


on 


TARGETT 

this season 


Targcit 

Worldclass teas andx?^^^ 



worldclass toothbrushes for you. 

Free TARGETT toothbrushes 

^ a cut above. 

And every pacic comes with 4 TARGETT 
toothbrushes, free. German .designed, made on 
German machines, with imported American 
Dupont bristles. Your ftK)mings with TARGETT 
will ru)w he so much fisher 1 


Teas that are normally EXPORTE D 
Now preserved for you. By TARGETT 

Daijetling Salute. Fresh from the enchanting 
Himalayan slopes. And Assam Salute. Premium 
CTC Teas from Assam. Both worldclass 
blends. Preserved exclusively for you by the 
connoisseur in teas. TARGETT. The experts in 
tea tasting, blending and buying for over 
3 decades. 

For ultimate freshness^ 

we sell only by mail order. 

Packed in re-usable Pearlpet jars, afrer 
we receive your order, the teas are 
hand delivered to you. That's fresh. 


So, rush in your enquiry 
and boi>k your jars of 
Assam Salute and 
Darjeeling Salute. And /j 
get free TARGETT y 
t(x>thbrushes. /w 




Free! 


' ^Exclusive 

Ti/grff toothbrushes 
with every pacA ! 

MARKETTOBY : 

CONTEMPORARY TARGETT 

203. PraKash House. 4379/46. Aneari 
New Demi 110 002. 


7ms padied by Rom^uNe Tm Cq. 





Hmm Mn0 im WOo. ot OinttIw B Sili/ie I 

A$i#n SM*. I then Mr lu. rsiy-/ lu 

rtewMa M urnt. 

Hm: . 


▼Ou tfWl Mo OrM wthOUt tft MUpO'* 











COUNTERPOINT 


VIHSANGHVI 


Bai^ain 

basement 

V.P.Singh 

Arjun Singh is the wrong man who 
says the right things 


[fb Kard for any 
penon lo 
deny ihM many of 
the points raised 
hy Arjun in 
his famous n»i^nu- 
t>on letter maiw a 
greai deal of hcnse. 
The Congress h<u> 
made ihe minorii* 
ies feci insecure and (hrtaiened. NarS' 
simha Rho has turned a blind eye to cor* 
rupiion. And. arbiirarines.s and ad Imk* 
ism prevail in the Congress 

But as (he days go on, it is becoming 
clear that Arjun Singh is the wrong man 
to say Ihe right things. His own personal 
credibility is increasingly suspect and 
his recent statements are rebounding on 
him. 

A f<^nighi ago, Arjun Smgh complai* 
ned that the Congress was being guided 
by neputistic principles. This may or 
may noi be (me, hut Smgh Is certainly in 
no positron to complain about M Fur a 
start, he ha.s slotted himself as a follower 
of the Ndiru•Gandhi dynasty. And if 
you bel ie ve in the dynasty, then it is a I it* 
tie silly to get self-righieuus about 
nepotism. 

Moreover, such a aunplaini may 
&erve the purpose of fovu^-sing Hlleniiun 
on Narasimha Rao's errant sons, one of 
whom has just been humiliated by the 
voters of Andhra Pradesh. But what 
about Aijun Singh's own record? Whal 
about his son who he launched as an 
MLA and who still hopes to he hix politi¬ 
cal heir? 

As the cliche gou, people who live in 



glass houses shotild think twice before 
they (hr^iw Birgits. 

B UI iwi ni» Mjhjeci is Arjun ^ingh as 
hypocritical as he is iki Ayodhya. 
His position now is ihat the CiUtgress fai* 
led til realise ihal the Bharatiya Janata 
Party <BJP> was about u> demolish the 
Babh Masjid. And Ihal. following the 
demolition. ii failed lo aiic<|uaie1y attack 
ihcBJP. 

This i% not an unrea^Hiablc ptmiion. 

I f Madhav rao Sc i odia — who cal kxl the 
B jp J^%h Jnthh over the objections of 
his party — said it tv it Mulayam Singh 
Yadav made ihis claim, ihen it would 
have a ccriain credibility. 

But wbn. in the name iff Ram, is 
Arjun Singh to spew forth (his xclf* 
righteous nonsen>« two years aOcr the 
event? 

Singh now claims Ihat he had warned 
the home secretary, two days before Ihe 
dcinuliiion. Ihat it was going lo happen. 
Assume he is telling the (ruth. Then. 
shtHildn't he explain why he restricted 
his warnings lo.% hureaucrai? Why did* 
n't he icll ihc Prime Minister? Tell the 
home minisier? Demaisd an emergency 
Cabinet meeting? Make a public 
slaieincnt'’ 

t'i»r th(»« "viih short memories, here's 
what Arjun Singh actually did. He visit¬ 
ed UP. met Kalyan Singh, arranged for 
secunty for his supporter Zafar All 
Naqvi and dctiarted without revealing 
the mrsapprehensionx that he now 
claims to have conveyed lo (he home 
secretary Hunher. he nciually made a ; 
puhlic .Matcment saying Ihat he was satis* ' 







fied with the arrangemenu made by 
Kalyan Singh at Ayodhya. 

Are ihese the actions of u man who 
bdieved that the mnijid was about to be 
demoliahed? 

Consider also hix behaviour in the 
aftermath of (he demolition. There is no 
doubt that Namimha Rao behaved dis¬ 
gracefully. He lost contml on the aitua- 
tion and sal paralysed while India bur¬ 
ned. But Arjun Singh’s behaviour was 















no bciicr 

The Congre^is wa.^ ready fof a change 
<ind party MPs urged Arjua Singh to 
resign in protesi againsi the <len>oUik>n. 
If Singh had in fact aniicipateii the demo> 
liiion, had warned the govern men about 
ii und tud then suffered the mortificO' 
1 km of having hi& warnings ignored, 
iben it would have been logical for him 
(0 have resigned in (he afiennath of a 
national disaaier. 


But Arjun Singh did not resign. He 
did not even open his mnuih. At C^Ml 
meetings, he did not once point out ihat 
he had accurately anticipated the demoJi* 
lion. Instead, he weni akmg wi(h the 
general flow. When such ministers as 
Jaffer Shahef. Ghulam Azad and 
Scindia pressed for the dismiN>jd of the 
BJP stale governments. Singh concur* 
red. But, ammay to the image he now 
conveys.he was not the leaderofihe anti* 
BJP faction. So much ftir his credihility 
on the Bahri Masjid issue. 


W yy didn't Arjun Singh resign? 

^nd why is he nuking these 
dlaims now? The answer is simple 
enough. In many ways, he is no nh>rc 
than a bargain hasement V.P. Singh. He 
has the Raja's capacity for intrigue and 
unT ruth ci mihi rk*d w ith an instinct furui s* 
loyally. Whal he 1«.i% is V.P. Singh's 
cunfi^nce in his own appeal. 

Thus, while the Raja has resigned 
more times than he bus ever hcen elec- 
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ted, Atjun Singh rarely ha.s the guts to 
put his job on the line. His style is to 
oppose from within: lo chip away at an 
edifHx without showing his hand. As 
Alexander Pope might have »aid were 
he better anpjainted with today's poli* 
tics, he wus w'llJing to wound hui afraid 
to resign. 

Lust week. Muluyom .Singh Yadav 
offered one imtance of Atjun Singh's 
approach He revealed that during the no* 
confHknce motion (following the 
suiica.se ctmtrovcrsy). Singh had sent an 
emissary to urge him to withhold sqi- 
pon to Norasimha Rao. 

Yodav's confinnation of Singh's dis¬ 
loyalty to the government in which he 


served and to the party of which he 
member, fits sigrv^ 

that made the ro^gids-ttonog^ai period; 
of how Singh was urging ^fv1p!( TO vme 
against the government and of how 
some had been olTered money to do so. 
It was also rumoured that Narasiniha 
Roo had upc-recordings of telephone 
conversaiiort.s in which Singh made 
these offers. 

Aijun Singh may well have been right 
' 10 want the Narasimhj Rao government 
to fall. Ilhe me.ui\ everything he <ays in 
his resignation letter then the real myste* 
ry is why he renuined a part of this 
government for ao long. But it can never 
be right for n minister of the Ckivern* 
mem of India to conspire and connive 
against a ministry of which he is a 
meinher. 

Ihai. finally. is the difference bet* 
ween Arjun Smgh and the others who 
have resigned from the Narustmha Ruo 
government. Both P. Gtidamhorani and 
Scindia resigned unnecessarily, hui they 
did so on moral grounds. 
Perhaps the same cun 
also* be said of A.K. 
Antony. 

But Aijun Singh is the 
only man who cimiinued 
in office on immoral 
grounds. ,^nd resigned 
■Mlillilll when he ihoughl that he 
could topple the 
leadership. 

l^oAc of this detracts 
l^from the basic thrust 
ot Arjun Singh's critic- 
isms of the government 
in December. The Con- 
gress in the gnpn of a 
crisis to whiclt no rcsolu- 
lionseerruimminenl. 

Narasimha Rao appe^ intent on 
throwing away his Iasi opportunity to 
retnes’c the situation. And while the 
Pnme Minister grapples with the threats 
to his tiwn survival, the whole business 
of government has ground to a hall. 

It is not a happy situation. But the 
more 1 see of Arjun Singh, (he more inin- 
sparen( his hypocrisy appears. Genuine 
crises need genuine lea^r^. 

'This is a genuine crisis. But Arjun 
Singh Is a fraudulent leader. And the 
solution does not lie in allowing him to 
hijack our frusiraiion as a means to his 
own advancement. It is not enough id 
say (he right things if you are the wrung 
man. » 
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A kidney transplant operation 
in progress: laws are needed to 
check malpractices 
















! WATCH YOUR 



The Bangalore police bust a major racket in 

human organs 


ftme’ytor^aU Veftt, 4 doity 
wage eofyterfrom PalUpciom nfhte m 
the Erodf duirkt Tamil Nadu, amid 
hardly Mievt his luck h^<a Yusuf, 
whom he knew only as a casual actin’ 
tanet, offered him a Job in Bongahre. 
He readily agreed, packed his belong¬ 
ings and came to the city, where he iw 
pul uptno house in Sultonpalaya. 

"One day. ” Velu, "a doctor bv 
the name if Or Ahmed vame to see me 
and took my blood sample saying that 
the blood rrm were man^ory. A few 
days later, he tamed up again and 
escorted me ut the VeHumma Oosappo 
Hospital. He said that more blood tests 
were needed to be done." 

Velu says that a/ the hospital, he was 
given an injertton, after which he fell 
unconscuMs. When he regained con¬ 
sciousness. Velu ftumd a bandage 
around His waist. "When / enquired. / 
was told that I had fallen down from the 
bed and had to be operated on / wax 
then dischargedfrom the hospital. After 
nearly a week. Yusuf gave me Rs 5.000 
and made me sign on some blank 
papers. He then asked me to gt> back to 
my village and not p* come to Bangalore 
again." 

This was five months Recalls 
Velu. "Oneday.lhadofigktwiihmybro- 
ther. who hit me on my waist. I immedia¬ 
telyfelt a pain which refused to go away. 
/ went to the local doctor, who said that / 
should mmetbately contact ike hospital 
whert / had undergone the operaiimt. 
When I insisted th^ the doctor tell me 
was he said that one of my 

kidneys had been removed during Ike 
surgery.' 

Velu could not belteve what he had 
Just heard. He took the next bu% to 
Bangalore and cotfromed Or Syed Adil 
Ahmed and hts men This tiirv. they 


gave me Rs 5.000 more and threatened 
me not to come back." Velu reveah. 

ad (hi& been ti picee of fic¬ 
tion. (he aiithcff would 
undoubtedly have been 
Robin Cook, tbe noveliii 
who chuma out spine* 
chilling medicAl beMsdlem. But Velu's 
plight hat nothing to do with imagina* 
uon. RccoHly. the Bangalore police 




A tdenm of the racket: iBOoranca 
couM ho daigeroBS 

busied a human organs racket in the city 
that included at least rwu doctor^ and in 
which over 1,000 people were robbed of 
the IT kidneys in bn'iad daylight. 

Velu rccalK that when he has gone to 
(he Yellamnia Dasappa Hospital to 
check on his operation, he has secti a 
large number ol people hanging 
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around wi(h bandages 
around their abdomen. 
He immediately realised 
whai has happened. He 
look some of them m 
local doctors who confir¬ 
med that, indeed, one of 
their kidneys has been 
removed And nearly all 
the victims had the same 
sloi> to tell. They were 
poor villagers who were 
lured with money to dona* 
te hlood. And no> they did 
not have (he faintest idea 
that they would have to 
pun with one of their 
kidneys 

The maitcT first came 
10 light when f<iur youths 
walked into (he Commer* 
cial Street police station 
in Bangalore rme mom* 
ing and alleged that iheir 
kidneys were removed by 
doctors without their 


Most of th« victims were poor, iilHerate viHagers and 
thajr ail had the same stwy to teli. They were lured 
nrHh money to "donate blood". But no, they did not 
have the faintest idea that they would be required to 
part with one of their kidneys 













knowledge. Sensing that something was 
surely wrong, circle inspector V.S. 
D'Souza immediately reported the mat¬ 
ter lo bis superior. Khake1*Ur*Rahman. 
the deputy commissioner ol police 
(east), who put together a team to look 
Into the issue. 

What the investigations revealed was 
indeed sianlirg. The kidney racket was 
being carried out I n the heart of Bangalo • 
re by two doctors: DrSyed Adil Ahmed, 
a general physician, and Dr Siddaraju. 
who is the head of the nephrology depart • 
men! in (he siaic-run Vicioriu Hosinial, 
Other medKos were also involved and 
(he clandestine kidney surgeries were 
being perfimned in vanuux hospitals 
located In Bangalore. 

The modus d/perandi was simple. 
Agcnis sverc employed to round up per* 
sons who were "willing to donate 
blood'. And since the whole operation 
was designed to exploit (he ignorance of 
the people, the touts ttnircd the villages 
looking for donors. It wasnT really Jifn* 
cult to find (hem as (he price offered for 
"donating blood" was who^ng by any 


standards. In reality, however, (he 
racketeerx managed lo gel the kidneys at 
Rs 5,000 per piece. These were then sold 
to diems, mryslly from the Gulf 
countries, for prices ranging between Rs 
5 lakh and Rshlakh. 

The Bangalore police have managed 
10 locale at lea.st 1,000 people — nearly 
all of (hem poor labourers from neigh¬ 
bouring Tamil Nadu — w ho have fal kn 
prey to this illegal kidney trade. And the 
cops say that the man behind the mcket 
is Dr Adil Syed Ahmed, who had return¬ 
ed lo India a few years back from Saudi 
Arabia. 

The police say that Dr Ahmed and his 
team have been performi ng kkkney trans- 
plani opcraiions fur (|uitc some lime 
now. And having lived in Saudi Aralna 
fur a few ycurs. he easily established 
links with clients from the Gulf 
countries. 

B ut then; WHS a catvh. All his Arab 
putivnis insisted that the kidneys 
came from ISringtlunots. (The Muslims 
do not accept itrgans from a dead person 


as their religion prohibits ihs'iii from 
doing so. I This led Dr Ahmed lo scout 
around for (uuis who could bring living 
doni>rs. 

This led him to Hunif, a tailor, and 
Yusuf, a labour ccmtracior. The 
claim (hat while these two iiion kept (he 
supply ol kidneys going hy duping pc Mir 
people, ii wus Dr Siddaruju who perfor¬ 
med most of (he (ranspkim operations. 
The ci>ps say that in ihc lust two yeurs, 
hundreds ol overseas patients hnve 
received kidneys ai the Ycllummu 
Dasappa Hospital. 

Both Dt .^dduruju and Dr Ahmed 
have been arrcsicd hy the police. They, 
however, mainiain thai they are inraK'- 
ent and that all this is u conspiracy to 
malign them 'Three (i$M»e cross- 
matches are done before a kidney is tran¬ 
splanted. Su. how can one be unaware of 
It? I don't know about the monetary (ran* 
saciion except the professional fees that 
I get for my operai Ions,said D*' Siddara¬ 
ju. who has poformed 104 kidney trans¬ 
plant uperal ions at (he Y ellamm a Dasap¬ 
pa Hospital. "I would have donated akid- 
ney myself, if the going rate was as high 
a.s Rk 5 Ukh." he added. 

What has sustained the racket, say the 
invesii gators. Is the large number ol 
kidney-seekers in Bangalrve. Fora rich 
Arab, shel I ing out Rs 5 lakh for a transpi • 
ant is din cheap. And many private hos- 
piuK In the city are well equipped locon- 
ducisuch surgery. 
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(From ifft) Hinif, Or Adll Ahnod lad Ymf: tlw mtn beOM the rockvl 



Council (KMC'I for invesiigunon. Appj- 
renily. ihv KMC did qucNium Dr Ahowd 
but Ibund nothing wrong. Ii sIno tnvesii- 
gnicd another chKtor. Dr Dilip Patil. 
who was also a surgeon iM the Da^appa 
Hospital, and has been abKiMiJmg since 
the racket was busted. According to sour* 
ces in the KMC. the medical council had 
also summoned Dr Ramchandrappa. the 
director of Dasappa Hospital, but he did 
not appear before it. 

People arc now questioning the deci¬ 
sion of the police to hand over invesfiga' 
I ions to the KMC. After all. vicsn' i there 
enough him of the racket in the 5vaudi 

Pr SMnfu: dMylBt tlie chargts 


But the Bangalua* police say that 
what they've unearthed so far is just the 
lip of the iceberg. Inspector D'Sou/.a, 
who feels that the rxket is 'a crime 
ugutnsl the humanity”, is now investigat¬ 
ing Dr Ahrned's links with other doc¬ 
tors. SirK’C kidney transplant is a very 
a»mplicui«d process and requires two 
opcraiions to he perlomicd simulta¬ 
neously — tKie on the ckmor and the 
other im the recipient — it is likely ihai 
other medical specialises arc also invniv* 
ed in the crime 

T kiugh the police have done a prompt 
and good j ob so far. man y people feel 
that the racket ctnild have been busied 
before. The fact that a lar^ number of 
Saudi personnel were visiting Bangalo¬ 
re for treatment was bri>ugh( to the noti¬ 
ce of the city cops by the Saudi Arabia 
consulate. It wrote a letter to the 
Bangalore police commissioner saying 
that it had come to their notice that one 
Dr Adll Ahmed and another doctor in 
Saudi Arabia were referring Saudi pati¬ 
ents with kidney problems to hospitals 
m Bangalcm The letter said that stnee 
transplants were being performed in ill- 
equipped hospitals, the con.sulate was 
apprehensive about the welfare of its 
nationals. 

After receiving the letter, the then 
police commissioner of Bangalore pass¬ 
ed on the CAve U> the Karnataka M^ical 


consulate’s letter? T. Srinivasulu. the 
present police corrmii»;$ioner doesn't 
want to comment on this aspect, though 
he does admit. ‘'Certainly there i.s an 
npen and shut case of cheating and cons¬ 
piracy in this racket." 

But even before all the rami Heat ions 
of the kidney trade have been eii|xiscd, a 
new twist has been added to the con- 
tnvveny. All the victims say that they 
were duped into believing that they were 
donating bloitd. not their kidney. Seve¬ 
ral nfphrologisiH in Bangalore say this is 
not possible. They claim that there is ano¬ 
ther side to the whole thing. According 
to Dr K. Phadke. the spokesman of the 
Karnataka Nephrology Association, the 
current controversy has arisen mainly 
due lo a financial dispute heiween the 
donor and the recipient. 

T Ik ongoing cmilmversy in Komutaku 
hjs hiciissed aiteniioo on the Cen¬ 
tre s lethargy over notifying the Human 
Og^n Trunspluni Act. Although, the 
Avt was parsed by Parliameni on U 
June. IV^. Ihc govcnimcnt has been 
dragging its feet on the issue. Among 
other things, ihc Act allows for the sett¬ 
ing up i»f aiJthori.sation committees, at 
both tlic central and state levels, which 
will screen all unrelated (not between 
relatives) transplants. 

The Act also alkm cadaver irans- 
pliints. but has laid down stringent 
nomis which arc to be followed in such 
eases. Moreover, it also imposes moncUi- 
ry penalties on unscrupulous organ 
brokers ranging from Rs 10,000 lo Rs 
20.000 and imprisonment up to seven 
ycoiN Cuilty doctors, too, could he both 
nnet! and piled. 

Hut many people feel that laws alone 
will never he able lu curb medical mul- 
(vaciices unless something is done 
about the mushroom growth of private 
nursing homes Most of these operate 
outside the purview of the state govern¬ 
ment and as such there is no effective 
control over them. There have been 
many insiaiKes in the post in Bangatore 
whem «hady private medical centres 
have been involved in murky business, 
but nothing was done about them. 

Only now has the Karnataka govern- 
meni woken up to the problem. I'he heal¬ 
th minister, %.K. Kaiuha. has said that 
his ministry is considering a pr<^>sal to 
bring all private hospitals and nursing 
hMTies in the state under the conirot ot' 
(be govemmeni. 

^ler I me than never. • 
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The Indian Express, V.P. Singh and murder 



"The evil that men 
deliver after them; 
the good is oft inter' 
red with their 
bones." It is some 
years since my 
hiend and clas&ma* 
le, Ann Shouiic. 
bowed out, thank' 
fully, from the /ntfr* 
an Exprtss. His evj I legacy has. alass out • 
lasted him 

His views about our Muslims have 
ever been those of a warped refugee 
from Puiiiion. And his views about our 
Christians a bit of a giggle. But when it 
comes to cut arxl thrust, wit and style, 
the sianling phrase, the reverberating 
thought, there is no one in Indian journal* 
ism who can claim to be his peer 

True, his perceptions arc prejudiced. 
And his approach to facts both cavalier 
arKi selective. But such facts as he has 
are hard and documented. And he 
knows how to fashion them into a stilei* 
to aimed straight at the heart — or the 
Achilles’ heel, as the case may be. Whe¬ 
ther it was "fndire as Commerce** or his 
jihad against Rajiv and Bofors or his 
demolishing of V.P, Sin^over Mandal, 
every fact he adduct 
was hard and every doeu* 
ment authenticated. 

For this he won the 
Magsaysay Award and. 
more (o (he point, public 
acclaim (not to mention 
endless full-colour pages 
for his fulminaiions in 
Sunday). And allhou^ I 
have disputed almost eve¬ 
rything he has ever stood 
for, this 1 have always 
held — that he is a foe- 
man worthy of my steel. 

What, h^ever, is one 
to do with the le&ser bre¬ 
ed that he has spawned? 

Crawling like bedbugs 
around Express Building 


are litiler reporters, pale imitations 
the Master, ersau Shouries. unredee¬ 
med even by a secood-elass Eco. Hons, 
from St Stephen's. What it one to do 
with them? 

TAME, FOM example, someone called 
Sanjeev Miglani. who. in the Indian 


Express of Sunday. 29 January. 1995, 
has sought to claw his way to celeMty 
status with a front-page, bottom-half siz- 
zier Iwadlined "Rajiv's Case; F 
Belie Witch-Hunt". It opens with 
sunling claim that P. Chidambaram, 
ing as the security liaison man (or 
Congress, had, in a lener to B.G. De$h* 



What is the media's 
vested interest in 
covering up for V.P. 
Singh? Specifically, 
why is the tndi^n 
Expressso keen on 
covering up V.P. 
Singh^s role in this 
murder most foul? 
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drawn die second V.P. 
Sin^ W9S xwom in as ihe 
rq)iiicement Prime Mini' 
sicr. ll wts not. 

Deliberalely. preci plate Klion was 
eschewed because il was common know* 
(edge ihai while the threat to V.P. Singh 
was so slight that he could undenake a 
200-yard jeepw/ra oo the Oinges c^the 
Golden Ten^e (albeit watched only by 
Punjab policemen dressed in mufti), the 
threat to RajI v GancBii conii nued to be as 
grave aid imminent as ever. 

It was. therefore, essential that a fresh 
Uireai assessment be made of ihe conti¬ 
nuing danger to him and. if the ^cts so 
warranted, steps be taken lo amend the 
SPG Act lo cover es*PMs (as was. in 
fxi, done after RC was assassinated — 
a classic example of bolting the stable 
door ifta the horse had fled). 


A high-powered committee was esta 


So negligent was 
the VP government 
of its duties and so 
determined to set 
the stage for Rajiv 
Gandhi’s (right) 
elimination, that 
the SPG cover was 
taken away from him 


mukh, secretary in the Prime Minister’s 
Onke (PMOx expensed ''saiisfaction" 
with the security arrangements made by 
the V.P. Singh govemmenl. 

This is the "fact" which appamuly 
'belies'’ the 'witch-hum** against the 
officials responsible for the decision to 
withdraw Special Protection Group 
(SPG) cover from Rajiv Gan^i. 

\ ask myself what Arun Shourie 
would have done if served up such a 
scoop. Befeve foolishly rushing Into 
print, he would, I am sure, have asked to 
see Ok letter. He would then have check¬ 
ed the date. He would (hen have found 
the word. Oie phrase, the clause in the 
Chidambaram missive tiuu, in one fell 
swoop, would have destroyed the credi¬ 
bility of (he entire government process. 

Artfully, then, he would have weaved 
a tale that had the reader in pent-up ant id- 
pation — till with hard fact, irrefutable 
quote, and authenticated documenta¬ 
tion, the coup was gracefully delivered 
and hiv enemy writhed on the flour. 

Not <0 the present esta¬ 
blishment of the 
Miglani revealed hih 
hat^ without autheniicai- 
ing the letter, wiihoiit dis¬ 
closing when it was writ¬ 
ten, and without quoting 
even one little alphabet of 
what il said. Those who 
hate Rajiv Gandhi with- 
uu I reason. or I ovc the <kI i • 
ous V.P. Singh with even 
less reason, may exult. 

But any discerning reader 
mu si a.sk himself: does 
such a letter at all ex i st? I f 
so. what does it suy? And 
when was it written? 

THAT LAST is the key point. For if it 
was wriiten any lime between 29 
November. 1989. when R^iv demined 
office, and 30 January. 1990. the date on 
which the V.P. Singh govemmem decid¬ 
ed to wi ihora w S PG cover, then. clearl y. 
it could not have laJcen into account the 
one material fact on which V.P. Singh's 
abetment lo murder needs \o be Judged. 
VO. f the withdrawal of the SPG, 

tW SPG Act. as drafted by the Rajiv 
Gandhi government, provided for SPG 
cover only to the serving Prime Mini¬ 
ster. RaIiv ceased lo be (he serving 
Prime Minister on 29 November. 19K9. 
On a strict consuuciion of the bw, there- 
fore, (he SPG should have been with- 


blished under the Airmanship of the 
same T.N. Seshan who ha» now (to the 
startled surprise of al! of us who knew 
him then) emerged as the darling of our 
middle classes, not lo mention our fawn¬ 
ing media. The Seshan CommiKee took 
only a day lo nepon to the new PM on 4 
December. 1989. that SPG protection lo 
Rajiv Gandhi must continue till a fresh 
threat assessment had been made. The 
committee left it to its political masters 
to ddermine (he legal steps to be taken 
to meet the situation arising out of the 
proposed fresh threat assessment. 

SeSHAN RECKONED wiihoui (he 
mean, petty, low character of the new 
potiiic^ masters of the country. t( was a 
government presided over by an 
opponuni.u defector without principle 
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orsipine. Ir hod as (tepuiy prime minister 
%\ hutTuon whose entire world*view wu 
shaped by (he slogan, 'Bahar hah 
itiiiOf^AnUarItalian"{Hs* Hi'). 

Us resident philoK^)her was Gervgic- 
Porgie, aching to see the Gandhis flee to 
Rome. And ii numbered among its mem* 
hers the gigantic Unnikrishnan whose 
only conirihution to telecom was taking 
meretricious umbrage at Sam Pitroda 
lumhl ing i n a few seconds late to hrs fi rst 
encounter with the new hussman. 

Days utter he presented his high- 
powered committee's recommenda¬ 
tions, they kicked Seshan out. Today, 
they may, in iheir usual obscene way, 
swim with the tide and sing hosannas to 
Seshun. Bui I do not forget — and. 1 am 
sure. Seshan has not forgotten — that 
(he first high act of statesmanship dis* 
played by a government which within a 
week of coming (o office had surrender¬ 
ed Kashmir to it < terrorists was to uncere* 
moniously and totally illegitimately <if 
not illegally) sack Seshan from ihe cabi¬ 
net secretaryship to make way for V.P. 
Singh's Ailahuhad University bum- 
chum, VinodPandc. 

It was the replacement of a Munt, 
honest, upright cabinet secretary of 
unimpeachable integrity by a coterie of 
ciasft'telluws that signalled the beginn¬ 
ing of the conspiracy which ended in the 
assassination of the Prime Minister 
who, hy naming Accused No 1 as bis fin¬ 
ance minister, had made the fatal mista¬ 
ke of nursing a snake ai his bosom. 


This is the indictment, in somewhat 
more measured terms, that emerges 
from (he 19*^2 report of none lev; than 
Justice J.S. Vemu.cunstituting the one- 
man commission which probed the cir¬ 
cumstances of the Raj i V assassination. 

MNJCEV MMiAM should have read 
the report before he rushed in where 
angels fear to tread Indeed, he sluiuld 
have re-read it — but I doubr that was 
possible because he shows no evidence 


of having read it in The first place. The 
Verma Commission Report esiahlishes 
beyond question that as soon as Vtnod 
Paiwle becanK cabinet secretary, the 
Seshan recommendations were consign¬ 
ed to the bunsen burner 

No fresh Jireat assessment was under¬ 
taken. None of the Iniel I igence or securi • 
ty agencies were consulted. The ques¬ 
tion of Rajiv Gandhi's life was conven¬ 
ed into a political football, where the 
only moot point that weighed with ihe 
CaMnei was how the prestige of their pif¬ 
fling Prime Minister could he .saved if 
the leader of the Opposition were given 
the same security protection as their 
funny link man in hix funny fur cap. 

.So negligent was the ^vemment of 
ks duties, and $o determined u> set the 
stage for Rajiv Gandhi’s eliminaiion. 
(haiwiihout evenucabinet note 10 go on, 
and without even any proper minuting 
of the decision token. V .P. .Singh ard his 
cidHXis decided to rub Rojiv of the pm- 
tcction of the SKI which had been con- 
cci ved entirely to protec t h i m, 

All this is spell out in minuie detail in 
the Verma Commission Report. That is 
why the date of M) January. 1990, is so 
crucial 10 determining ihc sigmlicance 
of the Chidamburom letter to l>cshinukh 
— assuming always ihoi such a letter 
eaista. fwoof regarding which is yet to 
come on the day (.11 January) that I write 
this. 

Anything Chidambaram wrote hetcHu 
M) January. 1990, wimid hove been writ¬ 
ten on the assumption that SPG cover. 
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Atm Moaff*: wIiMi H Mrt and tlinict or wit wii ctyto, ttMM 

l> no om l» ladla a loamallaiii wM la Ala p—r 


which hud continued unmierrupted 
^incc the day Rajiv demilted office» 
would continue indefinitely. Arun Shou* 
rib’ would. iLv editor, have potitied this 
out to Miglani. Since, however, the jour* 
nal IS now edited by a chap from acro» 
the road (Hindu College, forMxnh) such 
niceties arc. I suppose. tx> longer df 

hgutr] 

SHOURIE WOUB alw. I am &ure. 
have usked Miglani U) take the elemenui* 
ry pnvaiition, not to mention professio* 
nal nhiigaiion and ethical imperative, of 
checking with Chidambaram before 
ruvhrng to print. So keen is the Express, 
however, on covering up V.P. .Singh's 
blood-stained I'ouiprints that this bauc 
o^quirement <if even what poxses for 
" in vcsi I gat I VC journalism’' was not met. 

Had Mighmi dune so. I am sure Chi* 
doniKirani would have referred him to 
the annexe in ihe Vernia Commission 
kepoii which inicgnilly reproduces Chi* 
diimhor.im's letter to O..S, Bajpai. score- 
Utr) (MXTjnty) dated H Pchruory. 199(1. 
SIX days o/xtr the physical withdrawal of 
the Sf^i, expressing the kcciKsl dissatis* 
I act ion with ihc uhcmuiivc security 
anangemcnis poividcd hy the VP- 
Pandect Mil ho, 

('hidji)iKiraiii would also, duuhilcss. 
have drawn Migluni's aiicniion to the 
Vernia Comoussion conlmiung that the 
V P. Singh government failed to res* 
pond to that letter and thcreaflcr broke 
olT all contact with the C'ongrcss. A 
g(KKJ thing Miglani did not speak to Chi* 


A high*powered 
committee under 
the chairmanship of 
T.N. Seshan (left) 
took only a day to 
report to V.P. Singh 
that SPG protection 
to Rajiv Gandhi 
must continue till a 
fresh threat 
assessment had 
been made 




damboram—elK he might have loM his 
viory. his by*line and his dreams <if a 
Mogsaysay Award, all in one hrief con¬ 
versation. The £v>rr.i.« prefers tu abort 
The Truth — for. after all. The Truth 
Involves Vs AH (eicepiing always ihc 
Express^ 

We politicians, cspc(iatly of the rul¬ 
ing cUvs. arc always being rcviW, espe* 
cially in the Indian Espress. for cover¬ 
ing up the misdeeds and w<>r^M; of our 
masters and peers. I can nui defend iu$i i • 
ce Ramaswamy withoui being accused 
of Madrasi hias; 1 cannot speak up for 
Kalpnaih Rai without being dubbed a 
white-washer; I cannot tell the truth 
ahoul Rameshwar Thakur without being 
indicted a liar. 

And, of course, the lost refuge of the 
scoundrels, who hate my .standing up for 
Rajiv, is to flay me as a sycophant. I do 
not need the assistance of Ihc media to 
protect my'^lf. 

BUT WHAT, I ask, is the media's vested 
interest in cos'cring up for V.P. Singh? 
Specifically, why is ihc hdian Expms 
so keen on covering up V.P. S i ngh ’ s n»le 
in this murder most foul? Why can they 
not ask V.P. Singh and. more to the 
point, themselves the fr>llowing clemcii* 
tary questions: did the threat lo Rajiv 
ceaK the moment he ceased to be Prime 
Minister? No? All right then, w ax it justi* 
Tied to keep SPG protection to him 
going till tke end of January 1990'^ 

If NO. why could it ml have been conti 


nued thcreaRer? Is it that the SPG Act 
did not prvivide for cover to ex*PMs? 
Could not the Act then have been amend* 

4 

ed — as It was subsequently and 
effocilessly amended (to. ironically, 
ctwer the same character who had claim* 
cd he could not amend the Act cartierti? 
Why was no fresh threat assessment car¬ 
ried out before withdrawing protection? 
Why was there no cabinet note prepared 
for Ihc Cabinet discussion? Why wax the 
decision so inadequately recorded? 
Why was Ihe dialogue with ChtJornha* 
ram over security stopped? Who slopp¬ 
ed ii? And why? 

These were the questions asked by 
Justice Verma. The answers he gives are 
to be found in his report. Iiveryonc i ndic * 
led by him must he proceeded against, 
including Ihc ex-Tamil Nadu Congrcs.s 
Committee's president. Va/hapadi 
Ramamunhy, who now lakes Raji v Gan* 
dhi's name in vain but has repeatedly 
refused lu enter (he witness box on trans- 
parottly thin excuses of ill-health. 

But whoever else is to be proceeded 
against, justice can never he done, or be 
seen to have been done, until the root 
C4use uf Rajiv GutiJhi’s assassiruiilon, 
namely. V.P. .Singh and his polilkai 
accessories to the fact, are arraigned 
before an appropriate tribunal and asked 
to explain themselves. That is the civx 
of the matter, • 


/Til* aQAMMOinmaMftfiinMmfn* 





FIVE-IN-ONE PACKAGE 


i . 


. A 


If 


J. 



TO MAKE 

YOUR LIFE HAPPIER 


CONTACT NEAREST 
BRANCH FOR DETAILS 




SYNDICATE BANK 

70 YEARS OF PERSONALISED BANKING 











SOUTTtBLOCK 



INDER UALiCTRA 


L' . 


False propaganda 




India better keep a close watch on Pakistan at the Geneva conference 


Three Other devek^mcMs. with a bea¬ 
ring on either Kashmir or human rights 
or both, lend an edge lo the looming bat¬ 
tle at UNHRC. IJtc first is Amiwsty's 
disgraceful performance in releasing a 
heavily bias^. indeed, downright disho¬ 
nest. report on human rights in Jammu 
and Kashmir on the eve the Geneva 
meet. Amnesty's ciedeniials had been 
badly besmirched by the earlier publica* 
tion hy it of a doctored photograph in 
which a Muslim wtiman praying at the 
southernmost tip <jf India was depkied 
as a Kadimih widow mourning her slain 



nion who spoke up as one against 
Pakistan* s dangerous gameplan in 
Kashmir. 

As Dr Zakir Hussain and distinguish¬ 
ed Muslims of his lime had reminded the 
Owen Dixon mission in the early Rfties. 
w today' s minori ly leaders ha ve emb¬ 
used that nothing should be done abuui 
Kashmir by India or Pak isian or both. or 
the world community, thai wH>uldjeopar¬ 
dise the future of I2Q million Muslims 
living m this country outside the Kash¬ 
mir state. 

However, the country’s gain at Cal- 
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Come February and 
all roads ^ or rather 
air lanes — from the 
Indian subcontinent 
lead to Geneva. For, 
on the first day of this 
month. the UN 
Human Rights 

Commission (UNHRC) begins iIk 
annual .session there and this hccome% 
the signal for Pakistan to stun screaming 
about human rights in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir in ihc hope of pilloiying India and 
inicmationalising the Kashmir issue. 

The world at large is 
gelling bored with this 
annual exercise hut there 
i» no Slopping Islamabad 
from shouting about 
Kashmir at every availa¬ 
ble inieriKUional forum. 

Ihe Indian instinct is to 
hit back m kind. Call 
whai follows what you 
like — a war of Wiirds. a 
dipIcMTiaoc duel or a 
slangmg match— it %% a 
dislrcssing wasic of liinc. 
energy and scarce resour¬ 
ces. But there seems no 
escape from it. 

La5:i year, in a brilliant 
move, P.V. Narasimha 
Rao had appointed Alai 
Behari Vajpayee as the leader of the Indi¬ 
an delegation lo UNHRC. Under his 
leadership, with Salman Khurshid. mini¬ 
ster of state of external affairs, playing a 
Mipporting role, the Indian side had little 
difficulty in making short work of 
Pakistani plans. The jubilation that fol¬ 
lowed was unnecessary. B ut a u seful pal- 
had been established. 

This year on. Atalji is unable to go to 
Geneva for partly political and partly 
personal reason.s. Ghulam Nabi Azad’s 
appointment as leader of the delegation 
is causing problems at the lime of wri¬ 
ting. Senior Opposition leaders such as 
(nde r Kumar G uj ral are un wi I ling to join 
a delegation headed hy him. But the 
Prime Minister can be relied on to find a 
way out of the impose 


hushandf 

The London-based organisation* s pre- 
lence that it Ibd been t^cn for a ride by 
the ^KUogripher has now been blown 
sky-high The Italian photographer has 
come out with damning evidwc that 
Amnesiy's doctoring of the photograph 
was deliberate. 

Human rights arc important. 
must be protected, in Kashmir as in the 
rest of the c«Mintry. Bui Amnesty no lon¬ 
ger has any right to be heard on the suK 
ject of human rights in this country or 
anywhere else. It should be treated with 
the contempt it deserves 

In sharp cnoirast to this dismal story 
is the second and welcome develop¬ 
ment: the two-day conference at Cakut- 
u of Muslim leaders of all shades of opi¬ 


cutta has been totally overshadowed by 
the outrage at iammu, Kashmir'.s winter 
coital, where the Republic Day celebnt- 
lions were aIrrKBt literally blown up. 
The gruesome episode, in which several 
innocent persons were killed and a very 
large number injured, was clearly aterro- 
ri&i act by two militant groups bvked by 
Pakistan. 

When, zh when, will our rulers realise 
that over Kashmir the real battle Uei< at 
home rather than m the debating cham¬ 
bers abroad? Tlte country has enough 
warning about what the IS I had planrved. 
And yet militants were allowed to 
’’pose' as workers of a contractor 
employed to "spruce up* the parade 
groimd! What kind uf morons arc tunn¬ 
ing the show? • 
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Sharad Pawar and Bal 
Thackeray fall out, lending 
the election campaign in 
Maharashtra a lot of colour 


he road 

T here’s captivating Oiak^uc, ihc iwci key actors arc 
veterans in iheir <>wo right. they C4»rTuniirtJ quite a 
following in Maharashtra and thead's Mime action 
Hiu. There's even a simng story line; two friends 
who have been through the thick and thin of politics 
for the last 20 years suddenly fail out. Bui rnK it's nut over a 
girl; whal (hey are seeking ^sperately is power. In short, al) 
the masoUi (hat goes into the maki ng of a hlockbust er, 

Hindi film producers need only to follow ihc ongoing elec* 
ttun cainpign in Mahanshira to pui together a sure money* 
spinner. Wiih both chief minister Sharad Psiwar and the Shiv 
Sena .supremo. Bal Thdckeray. hitting ihc mad. and with 
both the Maralha leaders deciding to hit out against each 
iXher, lliere's no dearth of entertainment in tlie stoic these 
days. 

Much of (he interest stems from the face that Sharad Pawar 
and Bal Thackeray have been close friends fiK the |si\i two 
decades despite being on the opposite sides of jaiiiiical 
.spectrum. It is the least well-kept secret of Bornbay that 
Thackeray has oOen bailed Pawar out tif sticky situations. In 
exchange, the governmeni has oticn turned a blind eye to the 
eatortHA ruckeis run by the Sena gtiors. And even tin ocea* 
sions when the Send chief him self could have been a^^'^ted, 
Sharad Pawar has ensured lhal such a thing did mK happen. 
Some instances: 

• The damaging of the Wunkhede Siatfium cricket pitch in 
IWI. 

• The role played by Thackeray dunng the Dccciiibcr IW2 
and January 199.4 riots in Bombay, when he had culled upon 
Sena cadres Ui teach a Ies.s4in to the Muslims. 

• The laiosl incident that pul Thackeray in a spot tK’currcd bar¬ 
ely a couple of months ago. The Ibivilcgcs Coininitlec of the 
Mahan^ira Assembly found Bal Thackeray guilty for insult¬ 
ing the Speaker of the I louse. Madhuk ar Chaodhary. and sen • 
Icnced Bal Thackeray and Subhash iX'sai, the publisher of the 
Sciia mouthpiece. Sfzmmi. to a week's imprisonment. 

This pul Pawar in a dilemma. The CM hud to tael althnugh 
he did not want to, hditical compulsions forced Pawar to 
move a resolution in the Assembly saying that the punishment 
was too littk and that the committee should think of a suiclur 
punishment. But Thackeray managed to get off the book as 
(he life of the committee laf^ within twoday.s of Pawar mak* 

I ng this siaienienl. The House was adjourned sinr die . 

But (his was Ihe last time lhal Pawar was coming to the 

rescue orhi& friend, at lea&l for Ihe present. That Koroelhing 

had gooe wrong between the chief minister and (he .Shiv Sena 
chief was evident from }hc fact that though Pawar bailed out 
Thackeray, he did nut hesitate from attackrng his fnend. *He 
is a bag full of noise with no effea." the CM said. 

P «rlnicaJ observers now say that tension between the two 
Marvha uroogmen has bm building up for the laat few 
months. The relationship between (he two wa$ based on the 
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tacit undemanding (hat while Pav»ar would let (he Sena have 
Its way in Bombay. Thackeray would not create problems for 
the Congreiis in the rest of (he state. 

But. over the la.s( few months the Shiv Sena ^med to be 
changing its strategy. 

For one. it has dawned upon Gai Thackeray that, perh^. 
he could make a bid for power. And (he politicaJ siiuadon in 
the stale was work ing to hia advan lagc. Pa war* s image had tak¬ 
en a battering, the Muslims were alienated from (lie Congress 
and the chief mini.'^ter was facing unprecedented dissidence. 

A11 this made Thac keray a confide nt man. And he realised 
quite hghlly that if he is to fulfil his ambitions of ruling Maha¬ 
rashtra, he has to launch u frontal attack on Shand Pawar. 
1 Icnce the Sena’s sudden aggreu ive posture lowitfds the CM. 

In fact, the Senu has devised innovative schemes to cnibor- 
rass .SIvirad Puwar and expose his misdeeds. The puny has 
flooded the Mahurashim market with uudio-casseiies called 
the ShivS<'n<i t op /f>. The album coniainspamdies of poplar 
Hindi numbers aimed id criticising Piwar. For instance, the 
stmg PM Trra CM Dfeuvw. Hui Pam l>awi>od Ko Oatr 
OiiufM hints ui the chief minister's underworld connections, 
while CM Milt Mujht Paste Mein, Hof a f>efia Zameen Suste 
Meht — taunts Pawar for his "love of land". Though Sharad 
Pa war has mK he named in any of these songs, the Imk is very 
clear. 


T hiXigh niifTcd. J*awar has 
noi I<hJi:c%I j comolain 


li has dawned upon Bal 

■ n<H Wgoi a cmipiuin Thackeray that, ptrhaps, 

with tlK‘ Filed ion Commis- he COUld RUke a bid fOT 

Sion. Instead, he got his party Shared PawaA 

to pa'pn^ some cassellcs powtr. sifUiraQ rawUT ^ 

lumpsKiiung Thackvmy and (light) image had lakeo a 

Interestingly, as the cam- battering, tlw MusllmS 

puign pnigreswd. the Shiv weit aJkiiated ffom the 

beciimc increasingly critical CongTCSS aiW tlK CM 
ot Pa war. Me alleged that iIk Wasfaclng 

CM hiid links with the under- » . j j* -j 

w.,rki n.wo.xi rhr.- Unprecedented dissidewe 

him. He said that his panv 
will erack ikiwn *nt the 

criminal-pa^hticiun nexus lhai iViurisbcd under Pawar's 
rule should ihc Sena cviiiie to power. Thackeray also declared 
thui once m charge, he would insliluie an enquiry comnussion 
to in vest i gale the 1*01711 ption charges against Pa war, csp^'ial- 
ly Uk c;L\e of der^*rv;Uion of 2 lk 5 plots of land in Bombay 
"This will be on Ihc lines of ilw commission headed hy Justice 
M.C Chugla to investigate die charges against Hundas 
Mundhra. " Iliackcray (old reporters in Nagpur. 

In order to pul lo rust diHiNs amtmg sotne polucol ol>scr- 
vers. Thackeray denied I hat he was indulging in shadow- 
boxing with Pawanmd that basically, the Sena always played 
(he cards thal Pawar called, lie said that his fris*ndship with 
Paw or has cndexl 'long ago when lie staned trapping Shiv 
Sena men in false criminal ca-scs". 

All that Puwar has suid in retaliation is that Thackeray is a 
"mad and extremely abusive person who never talks sense". 
Those who km>w F^war well say (hat the shrewd Marailia is 
now planning bis moves and his aim ia m divide (he Opposi- 
Iion. He has .succeeded in doing ihat in tlic past und it rvmairts 
U> be seen whet her he can do it a 11 over again, a 
JIm*# Mayw/BMii#/ 





Crime city 

Mafia rules the roast in Porbandar, the Mahatma's birthplace 



ihc good bo(A^ of ihe late chief mini&ter. 
Chimanhhui Paicl. Also. Jwkja helped 
many Mcr youihv (o gel Job& as 
bk^ in ihe local police tone. 

Besides the nafla. this coasul iowet 
has become a haven Toi smugglers os ihe 
I25*km cuuhtlme offers ai least st% natu¬ 
ral laruJing points Poinilling along ihc 


P orhiindar, the hirthpluce of 
Mahaiiiu ftanelhi in Gujarat's 
Suurashira region, used lo be a 
tourist's destination till a few years 
hack. But of late, this port city <if 
2.25.01)0 people has undergone a inins- 
furmutiun; it bus acquired notoriety as a 
buven for smugglers. land-grabbers and 
murderers. 

Today, seven 

cnminal gangs led hy 
Naran Sudhu. Kahu Ball. 

Chunio. Abhal Jadeja, 

Santok Jadeja. Bhurt 
Munja and Ikre Gagan 
operate the city. The 
guf>gster\ belong to the 
Mer and Kharva ct)mmu* 
nitius. They have terroris* 
ed people so much thui no 
one volunteers to lodge u 
formal complaint with 
the police, leave alone 
appearing as a witness. 

Thanks to (he police. 
the civic elections this 
year were held peaceful- 
ly. But (he fact that com- 
niandos had to he deploy* 
ed to prevent untoward 
incidents was tell-Uile 
testimony to the town's 
appalling law and order 
situation. Said one of the 
candidates. 'This time i^H^B 
there 


mg AK*47 rifles. Sten guns, pistols, 
revr^vers and even bullet-proof jackets. 

In addition, land grabbing ha>> beco¬ 
me rampant. Landlords are increasingly 
employing gangsters (o evict (heir 
tenants. OBen, the mafut dons thein- 
selves go out of their way to oust house 
owners and (Kcupy their houses. 

-- They vacate the bu I Id I ngs 

only aAcr they are paid 
, large su ms of money. 

.•f Uniis have 

3^ ^ not been spared Corrupt 

’4^ of'llciuls have colluded 
M| ) 7 with land sharks to sell 
off government pn y. 
So far. notices lor the 
IBVb recovery of Ks H8.VK.31 
BjBflim have hocn issued lo 24 
HK people, who sold ol I kind 

^ t f hi'longing lo the l^irhun- 
^ dar Nag;irpiilik;i ui throw* 
away price n helween 
1^X2 and I‘«7, 

Mafia doii» have 
spread ibeir leritacles to 
business houses us well. 
It is believed ih;ii factory 
tnvncfs have to pay a levy 
to these dons lor every 
truck load of g<Kxls leav 
ing ihctr fiicUtrics, Rven 
for govemn^nt contrasts 
relating lo the building of 
roads, bridges, buildings 
and dams the mafia lias to 
be given a cut. 


Porittudarbas 
beaKDeahavcDfor 
anogglm, 
laod'iinbbmuid 
murderers. Hoi^ 
aatboritiesciahntlut 
aseiid)laiKeirfpeace 
has rUumed, aiso 
hasten to add that the 
gangsters can stm 
stdke back with I 
voigeance 


wa.s no arm- 
twisting by the gang 
lurdf^; otherwise, it w<xild 
have been difflcuU to file 
nomination against anyo¬ 
ne belonging to a particu¬ 
lar gang." 

Said a deputy superin¬ 
tendent of 


Although the picture 
remains fcjfJul. police 
and customs ofUcial.s 
claim that a .semMorce of 
peace luLS been restored 
m recent months. But 
(bey also hasten to add 
that (he present esilm 
could he d^piive a.^ the 
gOAgsters arc still In a position 
to strike back. Says A.C. Nair. the super¬ 
intendent of customs, Porbandar. 'll is 
very likely that criminal uctlviiy will 
again nuse Its heud." • 


police. 

"People here have lived 

amid gang wart. That’s 

why they arc such a demo- 

ndised lot. Even policemen were demo* 

ral ised. So we had lo boost their morale.' 

Some of Ihe gangsters are even into 
polios. Santok Jadeja. leader of nne of 
(he'fhngs. was elected a J.maia Dal 
ML A in the Ivi Assembly elections 
from Kutiyana constituency. She was in 


coast was stepped up by anti-terrorist 
squads after the landing of RDX at Por¬ 
bandar came to 1 ighi fol Uiw i ng the Bom¬ 
bay Masts in March 1W. But Ihe real 
smugglers are nill at large. 

In rceeni months, the customs authori¬ 
ties seized arms and ainmuniiMm inelud* 
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MURDER OF AN EDITOR 


I t was J ci>ld. wvt Jaiiuaf> ni^hf. 
Tarscm Singh Purcwal, the 
6t*year*oId editor of BriluinS 
largc.si-seiiing PunjHhi wwkiy. 
Dex Purdet,. was pulling down the 
shuiiCR t>f lus offlcx; in Soudul I and pre • 
panng to call ii a day. OppvMtc hisodfi- 
ce. a Somali takesiway rvstaurani won 
doing dull businevsv Suddenly, a loud 
shot was heard shattering the silence ol 
(he nighl and as the owner uf ihc restaur¬ 
ant rushed ouiside, she saw Fuiewjl’s 
body slumped on the ground. 

Anihulence crew and puraincdies 
arrived within minutes <ind tried to do 
spot surgery. Rut Purewal had died 
almost immediately. He had been >hot 
ihnnigh Kk l>can from poini‘blank 
range. 

Tarscm Singh Purewal was no stran¬ 
ger to controversy and almost immedia¬ 
tely after his dcaih. Scotland Yard said 
they would be kxiking for the pulifical 
reasitn.s (ur the murder. Purewal had 
been a vuca I su pp« irtcr of a separaie Mate 
for (he Sikhs tn India and his paper eam* 
ed a strong prihKhalistan view. 

_ 


Accusingfingers are 
raised at India as a 
pro-Khalistan 
journalist is gunned 
down in London 


Jalandhar-hom Purewal had come to 
Britain m I960 and sianed the Ors 
Portiex newspaper in 1965. It was frum 
the cariy Fifties ito' the pper began 
supponing the idea of a separuic stale of 
Khulisian and the editor often took a 
strung onti'lndia stance. Alter Opera* 
Iron BiuesUr. (he paper increased in vir* 
culaiiun. reaching oul to (he large 
imrrugmnt Sikh community in Southall 
which was feeling alienated from the 
Indian govemmeni. 

Of laic. Pun*wtl had siarted actively 
halving with the Pakisunts. Informed 
sources told Sunimy that he had viuted 
Pakistan last June and spent six months 


I here. In Pakistan, he contacted 
Wadhawan Singh, chief of Bahbur 
fGtalsa. Paramjii Singh Panjwar, chief 
4^ the Kholisian Commando ForcefK* 
CP) and Balhir Singh Sandhu ol’ the 
NationaJCouhcil lorKhalistan. Herclur* 
ned (0 Londcxi in the firs! week of 
tX'cember. 

Whether (here was any cunneoion 
between PurewalS visit to Pakistan and 
his murder is something the police ore 
inveviigttfing 

“Wc arc nut ruling out anything &i the 
moment and are working very cirscly 
with (he local community." stud a 
spokesman for the Southall police. 
However, the cops quickly ruled oul 
plain robbery a.s a motive b^ausc Pure* 
wal H ds sIhm outside hi v olTicc and nuih* 
ing was missing from the premises. 

*k could have been a political or per* 
sunal motive.’ said a Southall resident. 
''Purewal had many enemies. His week* 
ly earned a lot of sleazy stories about the 
local commumty and its scandals. Ii 
could have been anyone.’ 


•UN04V IS- 






The broad wh«>dun *11 pointed to four was an exchange of angry leuer^ bei* Khaii^tan govemmcni-in-exiled MihhJ 
likely sources; ween iagjU Singh Qwuhan. former pre* outside India House on Republic Dpv, 

sideni of (be self-siykd KhalisUn di sin baling leafWts accusing the Indi.in 
• Pakistan inielhgence: who may have govcmment-in'exile. and Tarsem Singh government of silencinj: Purewal. 


fell that Purewal was gomg to disclose PurewaJ. At the offices of /)ev PanJvs. the 

some cnahal information to (be Indian Cbouhan said Oe* Fardes had done a t!^*sirong Muff carried on stoically with 
side after his Pakistan visit possibly lot of good work in the pcevious years, ihe prepamiion of (he next issue. 'Wc 
went wrong (not a likely theory because but ever since Kuldip Nayar and Balbir are shocked and dcvasicd." Gurbax 
(he InteT'Services intelligence rarely car* Singh <ao« MP from Punjab) came Singh Virk, acting cdnor <>1 the paper, 


lies out political murders in the Wesi. close to ZVi Pardfx. ihc paper changed 
The theory would also depend on wbe* its ways. 

ihcr Purewal's visit went wrong and Purewal r^ied to Cbouhan m ihe 
whether he WiLI talking to the Indians). same is.sue accusing Chouhan of going 

soft on Khalistan and of changing his 
Indian Intelligence: for reasons of views. Wrote Purewal; “Balbir Singh Is 


Purewai*s Khaliscani beliefs. (This view 
Is being cia'Ulated by Sikh separatists. 
Unlikely again as Purewal wa.s no more 
than u spent force and it would he cuin* 
pleiely unnecessary to hump him of0> 


• faction among 

Khalisiani supporters: 
who full (hat Purewal wu.s 

going soft on Khalisian. 
The pro-separau.srs in Bn* 
lain have been divided 
for (jutte some time now 
and there arc fa'qumtcla* 
sites lor (Ik com rol of gur 
dwarjs and funding. 
Moderate Sikh religious 
leader Darshan Singh 
Dass was murdered in 
Southall m November 
I9K7. allegedly by 
Khuhsiani supporters 

• A personal rivet m the 
community: who was 
enraged by the salacious 
gossip and sleaze of Pure* 
waVs articles. Oex 
Pordfx frequently carried 
stones iiboui rape, crime 
and local ctxnmuniiy 
love affairs 


a fnend from my village. I think there is 
no place for pditics in ihc friendship. 1 


lotd Sunday “Bui we will go on hnng* 
ing out the paper oml currying the same 
line of thought.'* 

The paper was open in iis accusation 
that Purewal may have been murdered 
for his onti'lndia views. “Both he (Pure* 
wal) and his newspaper were outside 
India, therefore the Indian government 


have no connection with Kuldip Nayar was not effective in any way to threaten 
xinee he has gone from London as high his press freedom, though thca' was 
commissioner. I have not been like you. always a danger to his physical exisicn* 

cc." the paper said in a 
statemem. 

As several other Pure- 
wal supponers and local 
f^tlull rusidenis accus* 
ed the Indian government 
and their comments were 
liberally carried in ihe 
British press, (he Indian 
Ifgh Commission was 
forced to issue a state* 
mcni deploring and con¬ 
demning the insinuaiioiis 
in the media. 

The high commission 
said that it was among ihc 
first 10 express shot k and 
grave concern over the 

Raotly. Jmllt Slngk Cka.h» (kbm). tl>e .'J “ 

lennerMlf'StirltdpresidMrtoftbeKliaiistan "ons bemg made by 
BovBr»Mnt-ii-eilie, aM Pnmnl had a aastr 
exchaiiH of letters, ia which each accused the record am open and .n 
other of goiag soft on the Khalistaii issue 

shades of opinion, includ- 

You used to meet Chandra .Shekhar and mg those bitterly hostile, to function and 
Indian intelligence men (RAW) in express themselves openly," the press 
secret. I do what I should do in frrmt of release said. “Violence against any indi* 
all. not in secret vidual is n<H a pan of India's eihos." 

The language was pretty stem and (he But at />.i Ptirdts. they were not 



^ \^| * » *«* ^wOVOIr^ 

T arsem Singh Purewal wa.sn'l always You used to meet Chandra .Shekhar and mg (hose bitterly hostile, to function and 
non grofj at (he Indian High Indian intelligence men (RAW) in express themselves openly," the press 
Commission However, during his brief secret. I do what I should do in frrmt of release said. “Violence against any indi* 
tenure as the high commissioner. Kuldip all. not in secret vidual is run a pan of India's ethos.*' 

Nayar entertained Purewai and his wife The language was pfciiy stem and the But at />.i Pnrdt.\. they were not 
at his residence at 9 Kensington Palace open exchange accusaiiois between happy with the progress of the mvestiga* 


Gardens. Nayar. who hod his own theor- die one-time allies was a pointer to how 
ics about how the Punjab problem could divided the Khahstani leuikrship hod 
be solved from London, invited Purewal become, 
to India House and tried to befriend the i 

alienated Sikhs, ; K^ut. follow ing Purewal's death all 

But after Nayar's departure, the doors Drifts and nvalricv among the separa- 
of India House were once again closed usi focuons seemed temporarily patched 
10 Purewal and his friends. up os both Chouhui and Gunnej Singh 

InarecemissueofJexPardei, there Gill (the preseni prestdent of the 


lion. “The investigation is xiill where it 
began.’said Virk "Wc arc not satisfied.' 

The murder of Purewal left Southall 
tenxe. There was uiJk of reprisals and 
revenge and sccunty was tightened 
Purewal always craved a liulc notoriety. 
In death, he more than managed to 
achieve it. • 
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7'he Finest Fair. 


Ycin can’t help but admire a fine pair. Ii always cakes cwc» of j kind to make a pair. 

I .uxor's \mxyV Mi'1ccpoint<iS* & V5* make a Tine pairofclejcane reliable pens f«ir intcrnacional quality 

>»ntm|; finesse. 1'hcy sure can make your thoughts come alive. 



!>(»« Ut»(inK widch «<r J mm (ur «Hp<t »riiin£ jnd uailotm ink ll«i« 

Suft'Mnp *nr»nK fi'i mcr I MW mrites in sh«dr> ft HUik. aiue. Herd dftd <Sa*cn 
Over 7S0 million Pilol Hi*Tecpoinl pens sold worldwide. 

[•or extra fine writing ! 
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The unwanted guests 


Isn’t it time we sorted out the Bangladeshi illegal immigrants issue? 



Among rhe many 
problems facing 
the country today, 
the steady influx of 
Bangladeshi muk>' 
naJs into India is 
acquiring serious 
dimensions. They 
are not only uburd* 
en on the econo* 
my. but arc also posing a grave threat to 
the law and order situation. 

Unfortunately, most 
political parties seem to 
be least bothered with 
this problem. The Bhara* 
tlya Janata Party IBJP) 
has often raised this 
issue, but not with the 
intention of fliHling a 
solution. What its kadcr> 
arc interested m is to try 
and generate another 
Hindu wave because a 
majority of the Bang lade* 
shis wIm cross over happ* 
en to he Muslims. 

In fact, the stand taken 
by the BIP is only work- § 
ing u> the advantage ot % 
these illegal immigranLs, » 

Since the 6JP cam¬ 
paign has a distinct communal tinge, 
other politicai paities like the Congress 
and the Janata Dal have come forward to 
defend the Bangladeshis. Moreover, all 
(he panics seem to think ihat the pro¬ 
blem is confined to Delhi. The truth is 
that Bangl ade sh i s are everywhere. 

These unwanted gue.s]s have illegally 
occupied large chunks of Bombay and 
Calcutta as well. Bihar. Ultar Pmdesh 
and Assam are also among the states to 
be affected by (his influx. In UP. 
Bangladeshi nationals have even started 
settling down in areas where there are 
job opportunities. And in Bihar, there 
are a number of districts where 
Bangladeshis outnumber the locals. No 
wonder, local politicians are sucking up 
10 (hem a.s (h^ happen to be enjoying 
voting rights as well. 

Sometime hack, the Delhi admini.ura- 


lion had crocked down on the Banglade¬ 
shi mukmals; many were rounded up 
and pushed back into Bangladesh But 
90 per cent of them have cither come 
hack or were released by the police on 
the way to the border for morKtory 
cunvideratiun. 

Delhi's chief minister Madon Lai 
Khurana is dead against the Banglade¬ 
shis only because they happen to be 
Muslims. Similarly. Congress leader 
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H.K.L. Bhagat defended these people 
because they were Muslims and he wax 
hoping to win over the minority cixnimi- 
nity in the tians-Yamuna area through 
this gesture. This son of politicking tm 
only increased the harddiip of the genui¬ 
ne residents of the capital. The Banglade¬ 
shi nationals are also respoaNihle for the 
worsening crime situation in Delhi and 
the new police commissioner. Nikhil 
Kumar, hasn't been able to do much due 
to political pccs.surc». 

According to UnicM home ministry 
reports, over five lakh Bangladeshi 
nationals are living in Delhi and the sur¬ 
rounding area.s alone. The ministry is 
unwilling to divulge die figures for all of 
India, but conservative e>ii mates put the 
number of these illegal immigrants at 
well overacrure. 


All parlies should now risei^ve pet¬ 
ty pol 11 i c s and try and work out a way by 
which these people can be sent back in 
(heir eouniry. The pohvc say that 
Bangladeshi^ are behind must ofihe rob¬ 
beries. siabhings and oiher comes being 
committed in ibe capiial. Their area of 
Operation includes posh localities in 
Delhi where mosiol them work as 
domestic help. The same mahiisc pla¬ 
gues Ciilcuiia, Bombay, l.ucknow and 


Delhi alone has five 
lakh Bangladeshi 
nationals. 
Sometime back, 
many of them were 
rounded up and 
pushed back Into 
Bangladesh, but 
most of them 
managed to return 
to their homes in 
the coital 


Patna. TTicve youths arc now roaming 
around in Punjab and Horyuna in search 
of work ill the agricuhural sccior, 

ScaATC job opportunities urv thus 
hei ng bijoc ked by these lua'i g ners. Pak i • 
st&n claims lu he a gaai friend of 
Bangladesh, but it is unwilling to allow 
even one Bangladeshi to stay on. (n fact. 
Pakistani forces gunned down hundreds 
I of Bangladeshis who were liying to 
! sneakmioitsicmiory.Ifchisishowl^kl* 
Sian IS dealing w iUi the siination, there is 
no reason why we should be so generous. 

As a first step, India's borders with 
Bangladesh stwuld be efTeciively 
sealed. As lor those Bangladeshis who 
are already in the country, they should 
be identified and deported. Otherwise, 
the whole country will he paying a very 
heavy price. » 
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Mulayam Singh may have become a pawn in intra-C( 
but he is a pawn with a mind of his own 






















Mulayam Singh Yadav is the latest pawn 

in the Congress battle 


I n the wrestling circuit of the Meerut division of Uttar 
Pradesh, of which Mulayam Singh was champion 30 years 
ago. it iscUkd^dhobipan manoeuvre. And most times it 
leaves your adversary spread-eagled. Last fortnight was one 
such lime when Yadav used it to best advantage. 

It was a day after the 1 February rally in which thousands of 
Congressmen led by N.D. Tiwari and Arjun Singh, together with 
Sheila Dixit. M.L. Fmedar, K.N. Singh and K. Ramamurthy. had 
marched to the UP Vidhan Sabha demanding dismissal of 
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s 20-month-old government. 

At a press conference. Yadav launched a direct attack against 
both Arjun Si ngh and Ti wari. Three days before ih at. S i ngh h ad . 
made a startling disclosure to reporters that on 4 December 1992, 
two days before the B^ri Masjid was demolished, he had written 
to the then home secretary, Madhav Godbole. that he should be 
prepared with a statement for just such an event. 

This was partof Aijun Singh’s strategy to outwit the Congress 
party and its president. Tht siaicmcnl would embarrass Narasimha 
Rao as it would show up his inaction. Moreover, it was limed for a • 
period when Singh was to reply to the Congress pany’s 
Disciplinary Action Commiiice (UAC) as to why he oughtn't to be 
expelled. And to make this disclosure in Lucknow would serve an 
additional purpose of bolstering Tiwah's position in the state. 

1 n the event, the strategy boomeranged. Godbole did confirm 
what Singh had alleged. But the larger question was, if Singh had 
fell so sure of the demolition, why hadn't he briefed the 
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TheRam temple issue seemtdbe losing Us appeal 
much to the chagrin ^AeBJP 


I A mrotpec^ the BhviuyK /iiutt 
Pviy woQld have b«<n bei* 
ter served if the Babrr Mttjkl had 
remained in extrtenct losUMd ^ 
being rued to the ground by hs iar 
srvoks. By deicroyiag tbe mome, 
Che BiP in fact destroyed one or its 
D»in election pianfct. 

Initialiy. at least, the party's 
leaden appeared to be aware of 
While Kalyan Sin^ looked shell- 
shocked on the evening of 6 Decem¬ 
ber 1992. the veteran BiP kader, 
AtttI Behari Vajpayee* lost no dme in 
ei pressing regret for the demolrbon. 

But iwly 24 hours later. BJP 
tea^rs did a total about-iun, claim¬ 
ing that they had done the right thing 
in reducing the Babrt Masjid to rub* 
ble. With their four governments In 
Affermt sutes alreanly dismisaed, 
they had nothing more to lose, so the 
party leadership decided to encash 
on ihe issue. 


The party had obvknsly decid* 
ed to claim cbe credit for *pavug the 
way” fv the cortiouctloo ^ the Ram 
temple hr Ayodbyt. They were conH • 
deal of a com e ba ck on (he 

Ayodbyt pfamk alone, so they went 
•bottf jusd^htg their 'accoi^Uh- 
meM*. But (he results of these ejec¬ 
tions proved indisputably how badly 
(bey hid ffri ifa lfTiliif d 

NoMChekss, lome cd the pany 
bosses were mcHned to ooruinue har¬ 
ping OQ AyotBiya n the hope that it 
mi^ suddenly regain its urength a.« 
an iuuc. They continued to hmp on it 
in rallies, reeci^ v>d demonsirition^ 
for nearly two years, but each lime 
the AyoAya name appeared io be 
dimmer. 

Eventually. KaJyan Singh decided 
to make one more aoeo^ by nnoun* 
cing a big rally in AyoAya to marie 
the "second annivensy" of the 
mosque demolition on 6 December 


1994. Tbe feedback from 
Ayodbyt dissuaded Kalyaa 
firem going ahead with (be show, ho v 
Ae party made ao eleveQili*boitt * 
amc a dmenc in the programue, cooir '< 
vpning the rally into a "dankm oi - 
Rjun Lalla* by the former B^ dtkf 
minister of UP. 

And, as a darshen programme, h ^ 
vmi I grand success. Yet. Kalyan 
Singh, dM state B/Pchief, Kair^Mis- 
ra. and party's well-known leader 
md foTTner mmister. Lalji Tndoo. 
who led the show, were convinced 
that (he political potential of Ay^ 
dbya wu fading. 

That this realisation had dawned 
on Ihe BJP leadarahip was evident M * 
the party's next major show in the 
sb^ of a Kisan rally at Lucknow's 
Begum Hazrtt Mahal Parit on 1 
February, which coincided with Om- 
gress veteran Narain Durt Tiwari'k 
saryagraha demonstration. The BiP 
managed to draw massive crowds 
and. by all accounts, (he numerical 
anendance was far greater than (he 
Congress show. But its leaders chose 
to not even make a mention of 
Ayodhya. 

Clearly, Ayodhya will not figure 


The dHMNUaa al tin Biirl MrellA IlilaiM taji ha mW IM frtvwtad B If he'd baaa li pevar 
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u in iisM n the next elections whco* 
ever they tike place. Ax hog as the 
mosque was around, voten could he 
swayed in the name of (he prospK* 
live temple that was to be built in tu 
place. The demolition (be mosque 
followed by the speedy erecikm of a 
mikeshifl lemple on its debris his 
now made them con^aceni as well 
as hopeful (hat the teot^ would 
cventualiy become a reality. 

It does no( matter to the commoa 
Ram devotee whether a magolficent 
temple is built in place of its make* 
shift versioo or not And more than 
that, the voter cia hardly be bothered 
IS to who U folnt to be the vcMtect 
and builder the new lempte. 

To that extent. If it were to be 
believed that the coniiruction of the 
makeshift temple had the tacit md of 
Prime Minister Kanaimha Rao 
(since this was done entirely after the 
foiTMl djsmissal of the Kalyn Singh 
govenupcflt and imposition of Pmsi* 
dent’s Rule), then it was a master- 
stroke of die Prime MiAiiier. 

While (he BJP teens to have taken 
the Ayodhyi iiaue off Ui agenda, 
ttagdy, it ii (he prp'BM Ma^id 
lobby, led by Molavam Sin^ 
Yadav. wUdi ^ reUag up the Mwe 
^ ovkr agim. Yadav's accoiatkirw 
igeral A^uo Sifl^ m das i^«d 
together with the mudslinging tiut 
hid beMm io DeBii over the issue 
mayoftty end itviving t probkm 
that bu long bemforgotiea.« 


Prime Minister? And (hen Mulayam 
Singh, at his press conference, raised 
another point. 

A/jun Singh had visited Lucknow 
two days before (he demolition, met the 
then Bharaiiya Janata Pany (BiP) chief 
minister Kalyan Singh, and before 
going to Delhi, (old new^pm that be 
had been satisfied wiih the iiecurity 
anangemenls for the mosque. Wasn'i 
there somerhing odd ahoui all this? 
Yadav asked. 

Then he disclosed another fmccc of 
infunmiiiort. An emissary of Singh, he 
said, bad met him at his North Ave¬ 
nue ftai in Delhi (o canvass support 
against Naresimha Rao during a no* 
confidence motion arising from broker 
Hanihid Mehu's aUcgotion that he had 
given Rao Rs 1 crore. 

Yadflv thus concluded that Arjun 
Singh's secularism was limited lo ihc 
purpose of dcihr^ming Narusimha Rao. 
and (hal this wav clear from his knowing 
of the dcmolKHm and doing nothing lo 
slop it. Turning (hat hackgoHrml clever* 
ly lo (he currcni L’P situation, Yadav 
(he slate Congress and ihc BiP were 
in league against hi m and the Mu si i ms 

In any case, that was Yadav's posi¬ 
tion. /afar AM Naqvi. who was present 
at Singh's mceiing with Kalyan Singh, 
denied ihc conclusions Yadav had 
reached. He also said that Singh's com¬ 
ments to ihe papers were only reitera¬ 
tions of (he assurarKcs given lo him by 
Kalyan Singh But the argunienis didn't 
appear to wash. 


Y»dav alleged ttiat Arjun 
Singh’s secuiarisra was 
limited to the purpose of 
dethroning Rao. Or else 
why would he allow the 
Babrf Masjid to be 
demolisbed even though 
he had prior knonrtedge of 
the proposed attack on it? 


In Delhi, Arjun Singh wih forveil on 
the defensive. He refused to comment 
on Yadav's ullcgaiH>ns. Seeing that, 
others went for the kill. In o joint vlatc- 
meni, Kamaluddin Ahmed (pKsidcni of 
(he Andhra Pradesh Congress Commit- 
leel, Ayub Khan (vice-president of (he 
Rajasiluo Pradesh C'ongivss Coniinit 
(ce> and Syed SiNc Ru/i (deputy leader 
ol the Rajya Suhha) nsked Singh to 
explain why he hadn't told Ihe Prime 
Minisicf that the denarii lion of the iuo.\> 
jij was imminciil. 

Ever since Arjun Singh resigned from 
the rahioci in LX''dnher and Tiwari alli¬ 
ed with him. the C'ongrcss high cum- 
mand had been irymg to split them in 
vain. Now, Mulayiim. largeimg Singh 'h 
much*vaunted secularism, was doing its 
job. 

Plus, his own purpose had been lici- 
ved. There were icpons of confusion 
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Congress leader 
Narain Durt Tiwari 
indicts the Mulayam 
Singh government 


U was Mulayom Singh '$ handUng 
of the Uttarakhand agitation that 
first led Narain Dun Tiwari to 
demand withdrawal of Cong ress sup- 
port to the ruling Seonajw^i Party- 
Bahujan Sampj Po/Ty ISP-BSP) 
coaJition in Uttar Pradesh And it 
the failure cf the central leader¬ 
ship to do so (hat resulted in Tiwari's 
resigning as UPCC chief. 

Bui the TO-year-oid Congress 
leader, who has been rMief minister 
cfthe suae four times and o minister 
in the (/nJow Cabinet, cOfUinued his 
laiftlenting campaign against the 
Muksyam government. He fotend no 
Justification In his party leadership's 
view that withdrawal if support and 
dunissal of the Muiayam govern- 
menr was likefy to harm the interests 
cfthe Cangres§ In any way. 

Tiwari‘s Remand has since, been 
concededMd only ^r Jiundra Pra- 
$od rej^eed him as UPCC chief. 


Tiwori spoke about hts views about 
the poUkcal slxuadon in the state tn 
an exciustve Interview to Swsukr. 
Excerpts: 


SwDAV: an you etM aairj 

wbeo jaor fer 

dnwal oT Mppofi lo tfae MidtyM 
fOTcnMfit «ad fbr ta A»> 


N J). Thneix Past of a»» 1 don't 
believo in beifig OD^. I hm 
boHcved oeJy n dwiwn i tk soeam 
of protest And yec; ai far « widi- 
drawa] of ft^ipon to Bsc 

govetDmeoi la concemadi 1 coowr 
the mmer tn tte whok ddm 

iiSdSfecSSS' 


dffwinf aupport whtk on the o^m 
eyas teaden from New Delhi announ- 
ee fttfi BO whip would be iaaued to 
onr ktkUtcn to vote against Aie 
govmMtoo the floor of (he House. 

Q: M iMveo’l they already aaid 
tM the Congreaa would not iMf 
iHth the BJP la tike ovem of ■ Do^ 
eostitossMO motion Bg ^ n a t the 
Mrf ayaBi goetfnmait? 

A: U was not a question of siding 
whh (he BIP. The question woe that 
of action igaiflsi (be Mulayam 
govofwnt I am oot iqyifig Aat we 
should Ml M Use with (he BJP. but 
when it eomea to dse brass tacks, we 
BUM dti'hdtlBive and dte load 
9 at Mf*>We|alns( die goveoi- 











I 

*K Miricyam was trying to 
aprud the vires of 
cutolui, K was our duty 
to fight back with the 
same determination wHh 
which we had been 
battling against 
communalisni" 


ment which we had evemually foitnd 
was not worthy of our party'& sup- 
port. 

Q: Do you see sufficient )usiiflca« 
(Ion In your demand for 
M uluyam's d bmissal ? 

A; Whar more jusiificatiun do ycni 
wane beyond ihe frrtng on silently* 
demonrirating petite m Khalima 
(Niiniial). Dehra Dun and Muawxh 
ric, the rape of helpleHS women in 
MuzofTojnagar, the hiomiing of the 
High Court at Allahabwi hy Samaj* 
w adi Party men on the day Oie ni\- 
ing party* sponsored hattdh, the 
attack on legrblaiors of a civaJ party 
on the floor of the state A saembly, fol* 
lowed by an assault on agitating state 
government employeea. 

The rape of seven women has 
already confirmed by the Cfil 
in its preliminary inquiry report. 
How many more women do you 
want (0 be raped for j wui fy ing the SP* 
BSP govenmenl’s dismissal? 

Q: Don*! you tfalnli N was 
Mulayam Sinqgh Yadav wbo ma&a« 
ged to pr c vc fl t commimal forcet 
like the BJP from riding to power 
ooccagalB? 

At We helped him do so. because the 
CoRgms has bees traditionally com- 
mitt^ against conuunai forces. But 
at the same time, I comufer casicism 
aqaaUy dangerous and therefore con- 
denaid^le. If Mulayam was trying to 
epfead the virus <i eaateism, it was 
ottf doty to fight barit wiA the same 
datermltugioa as we had been ban!- 
iog against communalism. 

Qi WhM about iotae ef yeur omi 


s ^ T| 1M 


partymen wbo have appeared to 
be keen on supporllng Mnlayam? 
A: I think they must be doing only lip 
service when they speak of evdving 
a secular and ctMtTree society. 

Q: Do you Iblok P.V. Narasimha 
Kao b ibo among such leaden? 

At I Mirdy do not thjnk he would 
ever do that. 

Q: While you have been training 
your guns on Mulayam, there is a 
grovrirtg filing among a sectloD of 
' Cockgressmen that Hie Prime Mini* 

I sler has pla» of entering into a 
political arrangement with (he 
SamajwadI Party at the oeit paril* 
ameoUry electioov 
Ai I have not heard ibis and find no 
rctsoD to believe it. 

Q: Do you think Ibe Coiqtress K on 
the verge of a spill la tP? 

A: There K nuipiesiion any spin iti 
OU 1 pally as wc stand for absolute uni • 

ty and iruegfity of the party. 

Q: You invited Arjun Singh lo 
your sarytgraAa gainst the 
wishes of your party's central 
leadenhIpM. 

A: Mr Arjun Singh is a senior leader 
of our party and had been the number 
two in the Cabinet for so many years. 

Q: Vfhy do you feel ao strongly 
about acHM lakea by your par* 
ty leadership ^Inal A rjun Sln^? 
A: Because I think his suspension 
was uncalled for and had been order* 
ed in a huff and fit of anger. In the 
politics of democracy, this ir not 
done. 

Q: Why was your association with 
Ai^un Singh seen es e challenge? 

A: I do not know, I am associated 
with every Congress leader includ¬ 
ing Ajjun Singh. 

Q: What if you ware made (o face 
dlsdpUnary proce ed ings aa wril? 
A: I am ready to face any action, if 
that is the price ooe is required to pay 
for making efforts to foige unity and 
strengthen the party — and because 
one was opposing the "misnile” by 
another pa^. 



an>ong Muslims ahiiut Arjun Smgli alter 
all IhiN. In that \ituaiion, MulaymifN c^il* 
culatiM) wa*> ih»i .Singh wcnild he wary 
of allying tO(KioM.‘ly with Tiwan u|!um* 
si him 

Si>.in Yudas *s reckoning, :ii least imc 
of his cneni les w js dou n. 

H e trained his guns on Narain Diiu 
fmari nenl. the two h;uc iin old 
asMK'iulion Al ihc limr w hen Tiwiiri 
was chid minister, the hu// was ih;ii he 
hod done Yjdkv, who was then in the 
; OppositKHi. 0 liH ol la\ouis. Hut now 
I Yoduv was m no nuxHJ tii keep past 
fns*ndshipHin mind 
Al his pi ess conference he renHinicJ 
ihji Tiwuri hod si\ months ago gmic i<> 
attend a Rashinya Sw asumsc^ A San^h | 
' (RSS) 1 unction orpariiseil tlw Guru | 
I (jolw alkai Sum Uhl w here Ik' had pi ;iis* 

' cd I he w iirk of IIH' R SS A1 so. t hat 11 w a* 

I ri, as chid lumisiec. had allowed ihc i/ti* | 
/oirwri u> lake \i\aix in a Jispuied site in i 
' A>od>i>aln 1«>H9. | 

I le accused 11 k' I oi i iicr C'M w 1 1 li coi In • | 
I d 1 11)2 w 11 h I he B J F aga I nsi hi tn IK'ii. cai ■ j 
I neJ awav hy his allegaiioiis. he went | 
to call liwari "{/tKsli iffiflu" or (tailor. 
Tliis wus Mulayam Singh in his old fight* 
mg fi>rm. And Ibai he was gening hock* 
ing from IX'ihi was cleai when noi ^me 
senior C'ongress Icoiler ilwie (m tested 
IhcsiaicitMfni. 

li was finally left to UF C^xigres* 
smen. plus others, to take the mailer up 
in the Assembly. And iliore, incredihle 
support ciunc 1'iwan's way. The aciing 
chairman of ihc I*liar Pradesh Vidhun 
Subha. Niiyanand Swurny. ruied that 
Mulayam .Singh had violated the oath of 
office by his namc'calling 

In his lengthy siairineni, Swamy ask*, 
cd Yodav to apologise lo Ttwari "lour 
limes UP chief miiiisicr. a freedom 
fighier. former Union minister and u 
great son of Mtuhcrlndia**, hut al the end 
of the day. Mulayam refused. 

By then, however. Yadav hod achiev¬ 
ed his object ive, In one go then, Iwopnv 
minent Congress dissidents had been 
put on the defensive by one non* 
Congress chief minister. In Delhi, there 
was much seir*congraiuluiion on that 
score. Said a key adviser of Mulayam 
Sin^ Yadav: *As long as Arjun Singh 
stayed off UP, Mulayam ua»n'l bother¬ 
ed whai went on in the Congress. Once 
he entered his domain Y^av struck 
hack. He isn't a fighter for nothing." 

N onetheless, it canmK bedenied that 
Mulayam Singh is fighiing with his 








DOWNHILL FROM NOW? 

Will the Uttarakhand agitation prove to be yet another nail in Mulayam 's coffin ? 


W hen Multyim Singh Yada 
gnncHinced 27 percent reserva* 
tlon fbrOBCs in adirauioe loah edu¬ 
cational insntuiions. link did he 
expect that the new policy would 
to a massive upsurge against 
him aO over Uttar Praiksh and in the 
stale's eight hill districts, in 
particular. 

The 58 lakh population of this reg¬ 
ion had long been demanding an inde¬ 
pendent hill state of Uttarakhand, 
ooly lo be ignored by successive 
govemcnentf over the years. The 
ImpletneDtation of the Mandal 
recommendations came as a fresh 
Mow to then, and they sought a saita- 
ble amendment in d» policy where 
the hills were concerned. 

The population of OBCs was not 
more than 2.5 per cent in the hill dU* 
trictsof UP. Hence, what the Uttarak¬ 
hand agitatioeiats sought was a pro- 
porijonate reservation in govern¬ 
ment Jobs in this region, while the 
remaining jobs would go the local 
peo^, who were also socially and 
economically deprived. 


j pioceR nnetugs and 

demoDftratMQs had already started 
in stne pans of the the 
Mulayam fovenment acmouncad iu 
decisioQ to exteod the rescrvadon 
ptriicy even io adodsaioB lo educirio* 
nal instioitiona. This was naturally 
cakea as adding insult to utHtry. 

the chief miiuster chow to deal 
With the agutionists with a fuiD 
hand. Instead cf holding a dialogue 
with them, he choae to issue unbr^- 
ed wamiogs 

''Of the 19 AsaemUy seats in this 
region, only one had come to die 
Samajwadi Piny, so let anything hap¬ 
pen timt: it doo not bother me." he 
would say. 

Mulayam's utterances only added 
fuel to fiK and bis charge that the 
BJ? was bebiod ill the trouble, failed 
to cut much ke with anyone Soon, 
MLAs belonging to different poUti* 
cal parties joined in to demonstrate 
beto the Vidhao Sabha in Lucknow 
followed by the resignatiOD o( the 
sole Uttarakhand Kraoti Dal MLA, 
Kashi Singh Aeri. who had eariier 


hedged his party's to the 

Mulayam government. 

It was only after several demon* 
stntions had been staged and a day’s 
successful bandh also organised in 
the entire regkm that Mulayam realis* 
ed the rwccskiiy of giving some seri¬ 
ous thought to the problem. Initially, 
he offered to consider two per cent 
reservaikm for ihe hill p^k in 
government jobs. But in view of the 
Supreme Court’s ceiling of 50 per 
cent on die reservatiem p^icy, every¬ 
one knew that the offer was just mea* 
ningkss. 

Mulayam, however, thought he 
could crush the movement with one 
stroke of his wand, which came in the 
form of police firing on demonstre* 
tors in Khatima in Naintal district. 
That was enough to stir up (he entire 
Opposition. Even the otherwise* 
quiet Nirain Duti Tiwari came out in 
Open against the chief minister. 
Meanwhik, fresh firing was ordered 
in Misssoorie and Dehra Dun. 

Mulayam hurriedly made a fonnal 
Teconvneodation to the Centre for 









declaring UKarakhand as a sapcnia 
• Male, ill ihe hope lhac he would 
^de to pass the buck to die Cemre. 
Unarakhand activists, however, 
clearly saw through the game and 
furtherMeppdd up their movement. 

Eventually, th^ deeded to hive 
thdr voice heard in New Delhi. But 
as they were on their way from differ* 
6 fl( eomen of the kutls, MuUyam 
once again chose the path of confim- 
tition. This resulted in police firing 
on unanned peo^e and the rape of 
women by the police ai Mozaf- 
fsngar. Naturally, this contributed 
to the esc^ng demand for 
MuUyam's ouster. 

Noneiheleis. Yadiv was In no 
mood 10 son out the Uttarakhand pro¬ 
blem through dialogue. This time he 
chose to turn a blind eye end a deaf 
ear to whatever was happening there. 

Thus, the several mon(h*long 
strikes that continued in government 
offices of the area were simply ignor¬ 
ed by the chief mlniMcr. The strategy 
was to tire the agiiationists out And 
with no money^ie poor employeea 
had to return ro work. 

But as an Utiurakhand activist puts 
it. "That was only a lull before the 
storm." Ii is quite possible that any 
anH'twisting by Mu lay am might 
result in the movement snowballing 
Into militancy of the kind witnessed 
in Punjab or the nocth-oaat. 






Mulajram Singh Yadav, seen here with Dilip Kumar 
(r^ht), has been a champion wrestler in his youth. 

But his performance In ttie akhara of UP politics is 

what counts now 

back to the wall. As we go to press, the tion quite soon. That way he would he 
Covenwr Motilal Von * s address, has to caretaker chief mini ster during the dura* 
be put 10 a vote o( thanks. And if s far tion of the clecuons, 
from certain bow if II go. On the other hand if he loses and Presi* 

In a House of426. there are 422 mem • deni* s Ru Ic ia imposed. he will have less 
bers at present. Mulayam Singh*^ Sama* chance to manipulate the elections. Con* 
jwadi Party <SP) in alliance with Kanshi gressmen say. And in their reckoning. 
Ram's Bahujan Samaj Pany (BSPI has a he can't do very well this lime around. 
comNned strength of 1^ members. Td* How things finally lum out remains 
ly for the others is — BJP: 176. Con- to be seen. But. from all accounts, things 
gress: )2. Janata Dal: 4.CPT: I.CPI(M): don't look too bright for the UP chief 
1. Uttarakhand Kranii Dal: I. and Indc* minister, 
pendents: 8. 

Yadav needf 213 members to prove Uje didn't begin too badly at all. 
his majority. Two days before the nthough. When he was voted out of 
voting, the Congress' state chief whip, power in 1991. his defeat was ascribed 
Jagdambika Pal. issued a whip to vote to his decision to order the police to fire 
against the government. A sec^ whip on violent iliir se\‘aks who had tried to 
wa.s issued to vure in favour of the cui siurm the Bahri Masjid in October* 
motion moved by the Congress on November 1990. Added to that was a sia* 
Money Bills. But.at the same time, tiw lemeni he is supposed to have made then 
chief minister has managed to win over saying, "Wahan ek parinda hhi nahin 
two BJP MLAs. who will now vgie on po* mm*r aukia" He denies now ever 
his side. All in all. Mulayam Singh looks say i ng that but. nevertheless. he got call- 
shaky as he goes for the voting but he ed Maulana Mulayam by the Vishwa 
could still recover. Hindu Parishad (VHP). He w as painted 

And yet, even if he wins by a whisker, out to be a Hindu-bashcr. 

Congress sources in Lucknew don't sec Then the Babri Masjid was demolish- 
him coniinuing beyond sjx months. T^ cd and all (hose who had accused 
view there is that he will ask for adissolu- Mulayam Singh ul bei ng too hard-1 ine. 

_ 












COVER STORV 


THE IVIUSLIlVI MESSIAH 

Can Mulayam Singh Yadav continue to lay claim to that title? 


M ulayuni Singh Yndiiv «si»h)ibh* 
ed his credennul^ la Lhe mosi- 
iih of (be Muslims when as UP chief 
minister he ordered (be police to 
open lire on the violeni ktir sfvuks 
who were trying to nionn the Buhh 
Misjid on 30 October and 2 Novem¬ 
ber, 1990. And the demoliiion of (he 
mosque on (i December 1992, when 
a BJP goveninwnt was in power, 
only made the Muslim ctHtimuniiy 
appreciate Mulayam'x hard line even 
more. 

Moreover, (he central govern¬ 
ment’s fojiort' 10 protect the ni(Vsque 
turned the Muslims against the Sura- 
simhtt Pao regime as well. As far as 
they were concerned, there was little 
difference heiween the BJP and (he 
Congress. That left the limited choi¬ 
ce of MuUyam's Samajwadi Party or 
Vi&hwanalh Pratap Singh’s Janata 
Dai for them. 

Thus, even as Muslims in eastern 
and central UP voted for Mulayam 
party, those in western UP preferred 
the Janata Dal to the Samajwadi Par¬ 
ty, It is of coune another matter that 
Mulayam managed to win over the 
larger chunk of Janata Dal MLAs 
subsequently. 

Once he was in power. Mulayam 
left no Slone unturned to establish his 
support base among the minority 
community. He created greater 
employment opponunilies by institu¬ 
ting over 6.0()0 posts of Urdu 
teachers in die state’s schools. Besi¬ 
des, by allowing the entrarice test for 
. recmitmenlinthcoewly-raisedShan- 
li Suroksha Bal to he cimducted in 
many of the languages mentioned in 
the bighth Schedule of the ConsUiu- 
(ion. including Urdu. Mulayam con¬ 
veyed the message that he was creel¬ 
ing a special sjoi for Muslims once 
again. 

Yadav further announced that 
Urdu would be second language of 
the state and would be used on aJl 
sign boards and name-plates in every 
government ctfTicc of the stale. 

L ' - - - . ..- 


MuUyam‘8 credentials with the 
Muslim masses were somewhai msI li¬ 
ed when be ordered ibe eviction of a 
*iebcr BSP minisicr Masood Ahm¬ 
ed from his official bungtUow within 
days of his stepping do^ from offi¬ 
ce *in prtxesi againsi Mayawati's 
interference in his working*. Tlus 
wa5 seen as being done ai Kaoahi 
Ram and Mayawati’s behest, which 



UilayMi lto|b nffm pnvvf it • 
dgrv^ Me ltt» M tbt Mnlhi 
cwMitf mstreig 


besmirched MuUyam's reputation 
as the strongman of UP. 

Yadav's douli^'talk oo Ayo^ya 
dkln’ I help mauers either. For instan¬ 
ce. his sudden aoack on Cengress 
“teber Aijun Singh, whom he held 
responsible for the demcriiiion of the 
Ayodhya mosque. He himself forgot 
that not very lung ago (before he gain¬ 
ed Congrewi support to form the pres¬ 


ent govemmoiO he had held "Prune 
Minister Narvimha Rao as responsi¬ 
ble as (he BJP for (he condemnaMe 
act.” 

Sure enough, he was aware of the 
antipathy the Mitslimi had towards 
Rao, yet he went about giving an indi¬ 
rect clean chit to him, (ivtously 
because right now his fate depended 
eniirely on Rao* s mercy. 

More recently, on 6 February. 
Yadav welcomed widi open arms 
two BJP legislators, who declared 
ibeiral legiance to the Samajwadi Par¬ 
ly in the state Assembly. To the 
amazement of everyone, it wa« 
Mulayam's close lieutenant and 
Babri Maajld Action Committee con¬ 
venor Azam Khan (who ia presently 
the stale’s cot^ieration minister) who 
escorted the two BJP MLAs to the 
Samajwadi Party side. 

Bui ill that apart, what seemed 
‘‘shocking” lo Mulayam's own party 
legikUiiar V, M. Singh (who had 
earlier crossed over from the Janata 
Dal) was "Mulayam’s open invita¬ 
tion to members of a party, against 
which and against wboM Iwsic ideo 
logy, he proclaimed to be waging a 
war." Singh, who i s known for his for¬ 
thrightness. wanted lo know how the 
chief minister could be willing to 
make such a eompromise. even if it 
was a question of safeguarding hts 
dkair. 

Even UPCC chief Jiteodn Prasad 
had lashed out at Mulayam on this 
accouu. And Congress veteran N.D. 
Tiwari had already pmnted out hew 
Mulayam had sha^ power with 
BJ? in the 1977 Janata Party govent- 
mmt and how he readily sought fiJP 
support to beemne chi^ minister in 
1989. 

' When he held the entire BJP res¬ 
ponsible for the demoltdon of the 
trK>sque. how could he think of operv- 
ing his doors for memben of such a 
party. Is lhe question now being rais¬ 
ed ^ many. And especially by those 
in lhe Musi im conmunity. 
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COVERSTORY 


Udantly pwtial. The extensw of OBC 
reserveiions to the hill regions of Uttar 
Predesh. loosely called Unankhand, 
kj>owmg the OBC population then to be 
leas lhan 3 per cent (aee box eltfwhen in 
the story), was one such desperate act. 

There were others. For instance, as 
many as 2.500 of the 3.000 rccruiis to 
the state police. Ihe Provincial Armed 
Consiabulary. and so on were Yadavs. 
Other backward casiev such as Kurmis 
and Koeris were kft out entirely. This 
faa started getting talked about in the 
villages. 

As an OBC applicant for a coosta* 
ble'sjobin Mainpun distrsci said. "You 
either have lo be a Yadav or else have at 
least Rs 25.000 to get into the police." 
Added another Scheduled Caste <5C) 
ap^icant from Unnao. "The applica* 
tioAS of Yadavs are being received at a 
fHicco counter while oun are being dum* 
ped on the road. I don't know if 1 am 
going to get the job.' 



& 


On the ground, the Yadavs dominate 
the Scheduled Castes and they have as lit¬ 
tle feeling for the others ir iheir ranks as 
the upper castes once did. So on one 
level, atrocities against Scheduled 
Ca.sies have also increased. 

G overnance too has suffered Two 
days before ihe voting, a BSP 
MLA, Uma Nath Yadav. was involved 
in a shoot out with the GRP (Govern* 
meni Railway Police) in Jaunpur where 
he and his brother, an SP MLA. are 
dons. Effons were bcir.g rrAde to keep 
them away from the Assembly to save 
the government fnmi embamssment 
during voting. The criminal'politician 
nexus has always existed in UP, but 
never have things been so bad. 

Also, the bureaucracy has turned 
against the chief minister. But in this, 
Mulayam Yadav isn't alone to blame. 
His chief secreiiry. T.S.R. Subrania* 
nium. had to go because he was a Brab* 


Kanthi Ram 
fall out wKh 
Mulayam ovar 
the sharing of 
booty. The UP 
chief minister 
put as many as 
14 sugar mills on 
sale and Ram 
wanted the 
proceeds from 
two of the 
best'iocated 
factories 


had to recant. He travelled all over the 
stale and came to two conclusiotu. One 
was lhai the demolition was considered 
deeply reprehensible by moat Hindus. 
And two. that if he som^w consolidat¬ 
ed the Other Backward Classes (OBCs) 
vote, he could come back to power. 

Come back be did. But he was less the 
old fire-spew j ng Mulayam. He tried con¬ 
sciously to be M>htr. He was not any less 
MusJim-fhendly but realised that it did¬ 
n't do to he a secular fundamentalist 
either. It is against this backdn^ that he 
told any number of newsmen that he con¬ 
sidered being cal led a Maulana a "goo/r. 

He took many quick executive deci¬ 
sions. Kc replaixd sales tax with the 
more rational trade tax. abolished octroi 
and. with the help of the bureaucracy, 
put together a dynamic new industrial 
policy. 

Amazingly, he devoted attention to 
such areas as educatirai and culture. He 
had perhaps never thought of these 
things in hiv earlier tenure. He accepted 
Moiilal Vora's recommendation for 
greater fmancial autonomy to universii* 
ics and alloiicd special grants for con¬ 
structing school buildings in rural areas. 

He promptly implemented the 2? per 
cent reservation for DBCs recommend¬ 
ed by the Mandal Commission and 
approved by the Supreme Court. Then, 
following upon ucampaign promise, he 
repealed the Anti Copying Act: not a 
very good thing to do. but understanda¬ 
ble m the .sense that the earlier Kalyan 
Singh govcmmeni hod ahused the law 
by ihniwing students in jails on thin evid¬ 
ence many limes. 

T hen the troubles started. And the man 
who set the batl rolling was Kanshi 
Ram, Not only was he the kingmaker, he 
want cd to appear to be one. The daily sni¬ 
ping again SI Mulayam Singh began. He 
told anyone who cared to listen that 
Mayawati, the number two in the BSP, 
had been made in-charge of UP affaira. 
whatever that meant. 

The bottomline was really who had 
support of which section of the eleciora- 
le. l^nshi Rum had the unqualified back¬ 
ing of the eftamors who comprise M per 
cent of the 24 per cent Harijan popula¬ 
tion in the state. Mulayam was sure of 
the Yadavs (14 per cent of the popula¬ 
tion) and the MusllmMin similar percen¬ 
tage). To check Kanshi Ram, he had to 
expand both these constituencies. 

Mulayam didn't ofcoune give anyth¬ 
ing 10 the Muslims that they didn't de^- 
ve anyway. Bni to the Yadavs, he was 


The anti-Yadav resentment is, there¬ 
fore, growing. The KurmU — another 
militant OBC caste m^ng up 18 per 
cent of the b^kwards and 10 per cent 
the general population of (he state — 
have never felt more left out. A couple 
of cTKNiths ago. they had a rally in 
Lucknow wlwre they lashed out ai 
Mulayam Singh for his "^sduiely pro- 
Yadav* actions. 

$0 il is with such other OBCs as the 
Lodhas <in any case behind Kalyan 
Sin^ who is himself one), the Koens 
and the Mallabs. The Scheduled Castes 
(00 amt't comfofUbk with (he current 
situation. 


min. His successor, to keep form, is also ' 
of the forward casie but. apparently, har¬ 
dly wields power. 

Tr^sfers have become a joke. In all. 
800 bureaucrats have been traAsferred 
on (he basis of caste. Nearly 80 per cent 
of the districLs have seen three-four 
DMs (disirici magistra(es)/SSPs (senior 
superintendent of police) in one year. 

The worst example is of the Ghaxia- 
bad $SP. Arvind Kumar Jain. Britain's 
Prime Minister John Major had a special 
word of thanks tor Kumar for 6e release 
of a Briton from Ka.shmiri militant capti¬ 
vity in his district. He was transferred 
overnight because his drtver took lime 
- - 








to search the place that Mayawaii. 
ing Id his car, wished lo go to. Resent* 
mem has spread down the line. Most of 
the state's 9.5 lakh employees are im a 

warpath. 

Corruption has never been worse. 
Eight months ago. Kanshi Ram address¬ 
ed a rally of Dalits in Lucknow's K.D. 
Sin^ Babu Stadium where he threaten¬ 
ed to withdraw suppuft from Mulayam's 
government. He alleged that Mulayam 
was instigaiing a revolt and thai fur i 
Mulayam lo prove his good laiih. he'd ^ 
have to evicrone t>f his ministers, a BSP 
MLA, Masood Ahmed. fr«n his ofneial 
residence. At U pm on ihe same night, 
the job was done. 

Bui the real reason lur Kanshi Ram'N 
ire wav not so much Ahmed, it now tran¬ 
spires. as the falling out over booty. 
Mulayam Singh put as many as 14 wgv 
mills on sale and Kanshi Ram apparent¬ 
ly wantetl the proceeds from two of the 
Iwvi locaitfd — one in BaredJy and the 
other in Meerut The fighi began when 
he didn't have his way. Lventually. the 
iligh Coun put a stay on the sale. 

There are other such plans though, 
Mulayam Yadav rs keen to sell jails that 
are usually in the central pan of town, 
ociroi poMs and buildings and soon. He 
says it )s all a pan of the privatisation 
exercise but Clongressmcn. for one, 
aren't convinced. 


S o. in fuel, Muluyum has been in a hit 
of trouble since the middle of last 


^Pof trouble since the middle of last 
year but few could dare to act againsi 
him. Congress sources close to N.D. 
Tiwari say that Kalyan Singh, despite 
his big numbers in Ihe House, couldn't 
mobilise any signiricani opposition 
against the chief minister. Added a 
senior UP Congressman; 'All the anii- 
Mulayam uppovition therefore started 
rally mg around Tiwanji." 

After losing (he last Lok Sahha elec¬ 
tion, Tiwar hod to perforce drop out of 
(be race for the prime ministership. For a 
period thereafter, he stayed abroad. 
Then, when Nara.simha Ran did a Sha- 
rad Pa war on him by forcing him to beco¬ 
me UPCC chief, it was more to keep him 
out of (he way in Delhi. Tiwari, for all 
his long yearn in the Cungrevs. Is not da; 
binxl-flgiitijig kijKl. Besides. Mulayam. 
who he sees as his "younger brother" 
was quite another thing to t^e on. 

But before long, Mulayam Singh 
overplayed hiv hand. Ii wa.sn't so much 
as something simmering wiihin (he 
OBC groupings, or indeed the sell-out 
of (be slate, or the iranfers and postings 


8 $ (he Unarakhand agitation, and the bru- 
uJ handling of if by Mulayam Singh, 
(hat leally provoked Tiwari. 

! Prom \tien on, it was one thing or ano¬ 
ther. The Hring on Uttarakhand demon- 
staiora in Muaaffamagar became a flash¬ 
point. Then came (he government- 
sponsored bofuth on 13 September. 
^o-bandh lawyers ptevented others 
from going to the Allahabad High Court, 

In (he ensuing violence, during which 
(he local police w^rv not coniactable. the 
chambers of ibe chief justice were ran* 
sacked. The Supreme Court chief justice 
had to ask for army assistance and. in 
open court, threaten^ io declare a break- 
d^n of the consiiiuiional machinery in 
Uttar Pradesh. Mulayam Singh, with 
some «kwif( transfers, somehow salvaged 
the situation But the stMe had been on 
thebnnk. 

Tiwari capulised on (his. This look¬ 
ed like (he big chance lo capture his lust 
sheen. It could make him a wrap in the 
league of Aijun Stngh and Shared 
Pawar. But Narvumha Rao. who had 
become Prime Minister on the backing 
of the southern MPs. could hardly be 
expected to allow Tiwan to become 
powerful enough to challenge him. 

From that stemmed the determination 
(o keep Mulayam Singh going at any 
cost. There were. of course, ut hers genui¬ 
nely worried that the vacuum pniduccd 
by the exit of that government would see 
a return of the BiP. This justification 
w as adopted by the high command. 

Then the Congress lost the Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka elections. Arjun 

Arl«i Slafh: 4M hi a«k lllll•y«i*l 
iupparttotigpItRMT 





Singh resigned. Tiwari joined up with 
him. The ihreul of a northern takeover of 
(he puny started looking loo real now, 
Atiempis to break Singh and Tiwari fai¬ 
led. And then in a careful ly-planncd stra¬ 
tegy. Muksyam Singh raised those aJIe- 
gallons against Arjun Singh and Naruin 
Dutt Tiwari in Lucknow after the rally. 
And for the first lime, hiHh began look¬ 
ing a liitle shaky. 

In all this. Mulayam Singh Yadav 
was using the Congress as much as he 
was being used. If he was a pawn in intra- 
Congress battles, he was a pawn with n 
mind of his own. 



B ut on the fKC of things. Muiayam 
Smsh's choices are somewhat 


Singh's choices are somewhat 
limited. Tltis is even if he can get the 
Governor's vote af thanks passed 
through with a paid-up majority. What 
is at issue here is not just his misgover- 
nance. The state's Cmgressmer have 
never been surer of what they want; and 
they want Mulayam to go, the sooner the 
better. 

Indeed, even such Congress leaders 
as Jitendra Prasad, who are considered 
close m Mulayam Singh Yadav. have 
turned wound to that thinking. When 
Tiwari resigned in tlie new year after hi$ 
demand for wiihdrawlng support from 
(he Mulayam government was not acced¬ 
ed to. Narasimha Rao made Prasad PCC 
prealdeni with two clear briefs. One was 
to contain dissidence and the ocher was 





COVER STORY 



10 veer Congressmen away from iheir 
ami-Mubyum intent. 

PnsuJ started ofl'with that view Uto. 
For instance, he refused lu commit him¬ 
self to dismissing (he government. This 
was even uficr the ('cntrul Rurcau of 
Investigation {C'Rl} brought out a report 
confirming that seven Vicirakhand 
women demonstrators ha<l been raped 
by UP policemen in Mu/affarnugar. 

The first change tn his altitude came 
when, one day heture his first visit in 
Ldeknow after being made PCC chief, 
be asked four of his supporters to resign 
from the Cabinet^rank jobs Mutayam 
Singh had given them. 

So Pramod Tewari quit as vice- 
chairman q( the stale's Planning Com¬ 
mission, Khan Gufran Zaidi as chair¬ 
man of the Minemttes Welfare Board, 
Ammar Rizvi as chairman of the slate 
National Integration Committee and 
Begum Noor Banu as chairperson of the 
Gramin Welfare Board. This was how¬ 
ever done more to counteract the allega¬ 
tions of Tiwaii supporters, who were 
challenging Prasad's appoinlmem. 

"When Prasad was in Lucknow,'' said 
8 source close to him. "he talked to all 
the Congress party ofTke-bearers, DCC 
chiefs of all 64 districts. MLAs and ex- 
MLAs and. within a fortnight, realised 
that Congressmen were veiyr unhappy 
wiih Mulayam Singh. That is when he 
recommended to the Congress Working 
Committee to withdraw support fitmt 



the goverement." 

Then, two days before the I February 
samgraha. Prasad apparemly met the 
Governor. MoiiUI Von. and asked for 
the dismissal of ihe government. 
Though thrrc.are two camps right now 
in UP," said a Prasad confidant, "one of 
Jitendrv Prasad and another of Tiwari. 
both have the same demand.’' 

Bui towards ihe final countdown, 
there was nervousness in Ibe anti-Tiwari 





MuUyam Singh’s pc^al 
futur* depends to a la^e 
extent OR how the 
Congress fares in the 
forthcondng Assembly 
elections. Only if tho perly 
does well can Narasimha 
Rao afford to stick his 
nock out and save him 


camp of the Congress. While such die¬ 
hard Tiwari loyalists as iagdumhiku Pal. 
the chief whip. Chaudhary Nurendra 
Singh, Hari Shankar Tiwari and some 
eighi other MLAs were certain to vote 
aguinsi the govcmmeni. others were 
awaiting a final clearance from Delhi, li 
came in the shape of ihc iwo whips issu¬ 
ed by three persons; P«i. PranKid Tewa- 
n, ilv Congress Legislature Party leader 
and a PrdswJ man, and Nuresh Aggar- 
wal. deputy leader in the H<nisc 

R .'gordless of wheihcr Mulayam 
Singh goes c* not in ihc voiing. the 
Tiwari camp believes that it has won a 
moral victory. Reports from the suite 
suggest thai Mulayam is being looked 
upon as a gnnci. In fact, while censuring 
Mulayam Singh for calling Tiwari a 
'4rsh drohi'. Nityanand^wamy. the act¬ 
ing chairman of the Vidhan Sabho. 
admitted tu newsmen that a "consliiutio* 
nal crisis exists ’. 

And yet. in some ways. Mulayam'x 
survival is interlinked to Narasimha 
fUo’s. In one-lo-onc talks with the 
Prime Minister, the UP chief minister 
has been assured that his government 
would be allowed to Iasi for its entire* 
term. And there is an outside chance iha] 
this may still be possible if Narasimha 
Rao coisoUdaies his position. 

If Narasimha Rao wins two of the six 
siato going to the Assembly elections, 
ofw of them being either Orissa. Gujarat 
or Maharashtra, the betting in Delhi, for 
what it is worth, is that he might just 
save himself. For Mulayamsurvival, 
victory in one more state may be 
requif^. 

Bui however things work out, one 
thing is clear. Narasimha Rao and 
Mulayam Singh Yadav have never need¬ 
ed other more. a 







AAJDEEPSARO^SAI 


Hie decline of UP 

The state is trapped'between the politics ofTiwariji and Mulayam 


^ I a disunce, 

(he scene looked 
I almost A((enho> 

I roughesque; like 

M ▼ I bygone campaigns 

VB ^ I in Champaran or 

Vl I Kheda, captured 

f I so vividly by the 

j J British film on 

_modem India's* 

greatest martyr. *?}>€ smell of khatli was 
in (he air and the bhajons sounded old* 
world. The occasion had been publicis* 
ed as a viyagraha: a somewhat an^hro* 
nisiic form of protest in those age of viol* 
ent handhs und ras/a n?kox. The men on 
t he dais seemed to have i mbibed the spi • 
ht of the occasion, preferring nimbu 
pani to more intoxicant drinks. Periiaps. 
for 48 hours ut least. Congressmen had 
rediscovered Gandhi (not Indira or 
Ryjiv, but the original brand name). Bui 
alas, the neo*Gandhtans gave (he game 
away when they began their ^etches. 
For this was no gathenng of freedom 
fighters leading a nation on the march. 
Only a cabal of self*seeking politicians 
out lo capture power ai any cost. 

Watching the Lucknow lamasha 
recently. I could nut but help feel sorry 
for the pri me protagon i si seniw Uttar 
Pradesh Congress leader Narain Eiutt 
Tiwan. Here was a politician who was 
suffering from myriad ailments, who 
was at an age where he should be play¬ 
ing with grandchildren and whose politi¬ 
cal career lay buried in the foothills of 
Uttarakhand. And yet. here he was being 
askdd to lead a Congress party revival in 
the country's most populous stale. But 
then again, politicians have a penchant 
for self'flagellaiion. And so, Tiwanji 
was adding to his doaor's wevries ^ 
undergoing a two-day fast in winter He 
even collapsed in the middle his 
speech, probably unable to handle the 
excitement of it^1. 

Now. before this column gets the repu • 
latiofl for unabashed cynicism (we'll 
leave it to Mani Shankar A iyar to engage 
in political hagiography), let me add that 
I have the utmost respect for Tiwiriji. 
There aren’t too many politicians 



around who can claim to have read Man 
and (he Mahatma, but Tiwariji has 
always been a move sdxdarly type. Ask 
him about the prevailing politi^ situa¬ 
tion and he will launch into a tirade 
against the "fissiparous tendencies and 
campaigns of bigotry and prejudice (hat 
are weakening our body politic* (and on 
Panditji. you aren't not being asked to 
write an Atonal fc^ 77re Sunesmon). 

And yet. for all Ms undoubted wis- 
dum. Tiwanji seems to have triinded 
himself to (he changing political I andsca* 
pe. Perhaps, he has decided that he needs 
to rid hi mself once and for all of the time* 
rous image of Sanjay Gandhi's chappal 
carrw. And ao. the dutiful ” party 
as he describes himself, has now sudden¬ 
ly deve loped muscle. But this machi smo 
IS unlikely to work, if not for any other 
reason, but *he fact that UP politics 
already has joond lu Arnold Schwarz* 
negger in chief vhinisicr Mulayam Singh 
Yadav 


Tiwariji (left) represents 
the crumbling Brahminica) 
order of Uttar Pradesh, the 
pen-pushing pundits who 
passed throng the pmtals 
of Allahabad and Banaras 
Universities. Mulayam, on 
the other hand, is the 
flag-bearm* of tile once 
lower orders who have 
muscled thdr way 
to the top 
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I ( is ihe etkduring fascination of Indian 
poliiics that ii should throw up a coni' 
esl between iwo such contrasting perso¬ 
nalities os Tiwanji and Mulayam 
(please nole» no 'ji* here). It is not jusi a 
clash ot individuals but of cultures too. 


Gandhi cup in any way to suit the camera 
angle. As soon as the camera was rol* 
ting, he smiled with folded hands. I recal¬ 
led the w lime ihoi 1 interviewed 
MuUyam A little Mubhic. uncombed 
hair, the dishevelled look, w as only com- 



Tiwanji represents (he crumbling Brah* 
minical order of Uttar Prade^. the pen- 
pushing pundits who passed through the 
ponals of Allahab^ and Banaras 
Universities, and for whom political 
power was only the logical outcome of 

their iniellcetu^ attainments. 

Mulayam. on the other hand, is the 
Hag-bc^rof the once lower orders who 
have muscled their way to the With 
the abol i tion of the Zami ndari and Taluk- 
duri systems, (he middle castes of UP 
finally had a chance to gain economic 
power. With the emergence of Lohi- 
aism, as a credible philosophy, these 
groups also found the political ^^lace for 
their demands. Hindi-speaking, aggres¬ 
sive and ruthless — the newly assertive 
casies were a far cry from the gentle Bra- 
hmms of the past. 

The contnu«i is more in style than 
anyth mg el se. When \ imervie wed Tiwa- 
nji recently, the first thing he did was to 
a.sk me whether he needed to adjust his 


plimemed by the manner in whKh he 
kept shaking his feet and digging his 
nose during the interview. Niiiurally, a.s 
one ofthe leaders of “Real India', appeal¬ 
ing to bosirgcuisc manner is not an 
option for Mulayam. But of course, it is 
precisely this grassroots authentkity 
ihal secures him his constituency. 

The i^uestion is. how relevant are the 
struggle between the old and new Uttar 
Pradesh? Opinioo makers will never tire 
in reminding you that UP lies at the core 
of Indian pol itics; ihai it is the most popu - 
lous Slate; that it is a dcierminani of regi¬ 
mes in New Delhi; that seven out of the 
country's nine Prime Ministers have 
been elected fnm UP. LrgfK the 
Mulayam-Tiwari battle could well 
shape the contours \4 Indian politics. 

H owever, the truth is thol UP mi loci' 
ger sets the national agenda. This is 
rM> coni^hracy hatched by the south Indi¬ 
an rulers at (he Centre. a.s UP Congressm • 


en in particular tend to allege repeatedly. 
The decline of UP has little to do with 
the machinations of Naiasimha Rao. 
although etecioral defeats have affected 
the self-confidence of those who felt 
that they have their divine right to rule. 

The fact is that, political power in the 
late 20 ih century is more a function of 
social and economic development than 
just a question of nurturing vote-banks. 
An a result, power no longer flows from 
the peasantry of the Indo-Cangetic 
plain, but from the modem industrial 
elites of west and southern India (even 
Mulayam has belatedly realised this, 
judging from the manner in which he is 
courting Bombay's corporate barons). 
Just consider these sialistics; 

• Literacy rate in UP is only 41.6 per 
cent as against 998 per cent in Kerala 
and 65 per cent in Maharashtra. 

« The number of persons per bed in hos¬ 
pitals is well over 2,000 in UP as against 
a notional average of 1,524. 

• The. pet capita income in UP is less 
(him half that in Maharashtra and wdl 
below all the south states. 

• While ihree slates — Maharashtra, 
Gujarai and Delhi — account for nearly 
50 per cent of the foreign investment 
approvals, the two most populous states 
of UP and Bihar account for less than 
one per cent of the total amount. 

• Per capita power consumption in UP 
is again half that of most ^ the states 
south of the V i ndhyas. 

Unfortunately, UP remains trapped 
between a feudal old order, the sa^ron 
brigade, and an inteUcctually vacuous, 
and unashamedly casieist political class 
ihai ha.s replaced it. Jht Angrrzi-Haiao 
campaigns, the kar sevok mayhem in 
Ayodhya. the atrocities in Mur^ffama- 
gur. the campaigns of hate, the repealing 
of anti-copying and anti-goonda Acts 
are <Hily (he recent manifestatiMS of the 
long-standing failure of the state to 
adjust to the demands of a modem civil 
society. 

Tl warij i may cake on (he mantle of the 
detennined uttyagrahi and MuUyam 
that of the grassroots warrior. But nei¬ 
ther. ii would seem, has the answer to 
UP'S renewal, a 
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Chief 

mini ster ? 

Does Farooq Abdullah have what it 
takes to rule the troubled stale of 
Jammu and Kashmir? 

T fK'ic's nm in ihe way of inaugurations in 

Srinagar. Nothing ever gels built ihcrc now, ai 
any rate, noi since mil nancy began So when the 
New Zero Bridge on the Jhclum river was lo he 
ojKnccI h hccamc n snuill event in the local 
newspu|H*rs. 

The t'liM road from ihi* uirjxirl passes through il — one 
way going into I he uly. another lo the Dul I jke area uckI 
anolher one up (ruplun Road pusi ihe houses of VIPs lo the 
Governor's IUhisc On inaugiirairon day, much of that 
road w as scaled 

HI cell VC ly, one jurt of ihe city was cul off fitim ano* 

I her, Traflk was dislocalcd Policemen were no help in 
diaxiing motorists from <me snarl ui another. And at Ihc 
%iW. everything w as orderly 

Kvcrywhcie were nuk>jackcicd paramiliiaryrncn. There 
was a loi o1 raJki sialic. Harririg a lew Jammu and Kashmir 
policemen, ihcre were no Kashmiris ii> he seen iherc 
Lueuls, caught in such things before. said il hud been ihc 
worst. 

^cxi Jay. the reason lor alt the roadblocks was known 
from the newspapers Kanxiq Abdullah had come lo 
inaugurate Ihc hndge as n liad been begun in his lime. And. 
that evening, all of Kashmir saw him doing lhat on 
television. 

LAST WEEK, there were rcprnls ihul theCcnire had final¬ 
ly decided lolxdd elections in Jumiiiu and Kashmir. Teina- 
live dates wciv also indicuied. The state Goserror. Gene¬ 
ral (retd) K.V. Krishna R;ki. m Delhi after escaping being 
homhed ihncc. sees mi rcasitn to cxiend sx*niral rule in the 
Slate. 

And Farooq Abdullah, who helicoptered in for the 
bridge inauguntiion, is the official candidate of the Indian 
govemincm Both Faruoq himself and Ihe government 
hope ihai he will do scry well. 

In the iasi elections held there In I9S7. his NaiionaJ Con¬ 
ference aligned itself with the Congresstl) to rig the polls 
to keep the Muslim United From out of office. One senior 
police officer, an inspector-general of pidiec. Pamoq's 
trusted man, now in Delhi, did vme stuffing for him. 

In anger, the election agent of Syed Salahuddi'i. the 
chief of the Hi^bul Mujafildccn now. tried u» storm his 


house carrying a Kalashnikov and was gunned down. 
Kashmiris consider him their first manyr. And Salahuddin 
had an unparalleled experience of being declared elected 
hy (he reluming officer, being given ihe certificaie too. and 
then hearing on TV that he had lost massively. 

And even if many Kashmiris may not subscribe to the 
HizNifs views on Kashmir's merger with Paki»tan, 
Ihey'tl not easily forget .Salahuddin's sacrifices or that of 
the others. 

Putagamsl that is Farooq Abdullah, flush wnh thc^sKid 
life, embodying the years of New Delhi’s almost colonial 
rule ot Jammu & Kashmir 

FAROOC AEDULLAHdidn I Sian off (hal way. His lather 
set him up well. Sheikh Abdullah, a schindteacher, early 
on cxnum^ on to the uniquely Kashmiri experience called 
kasbminat Though nu one quiic has a definition for it, it 
gels called colloquially as culture. 

It was in the way Islam came from Central Asia and a 
ma>)niy of Shiva-worshipping Hindus were convened 
mostly peacefully, Kashmir's new Islamic ideology gives 
no place to a prv*Klamic hisiury even though many many 
ordinary Kashmins won't forgci that. Sufism hud its 
strong esi MX 4s hen*. 

Abdullah had the capacity to combine Kashmirial wnh 
nvxicmday politic a I theory. He positioned himself as u 
social i St m (be • I micpen<icrKe ag il ai ion s aga i nst the ru I • 
ing Maharaja ami was the firsi to unJenake contprehen- 
sivcland reforms Muslim tillers hccumc landowners. One 
reason Kashmiri s arc niH fur poorer from fi vc > cars ol m 1 1 1 * 
tancy is that they ftossess land to grow food 

The Sheikh did u great balancing act between Pakistan 
and India. In his early years of friendship wnh Jawahurlal 
Nehru, he kept Mohammad AliJmnah and the Muslim lea¬ 
gue off (he Valley, and only after his impristRinicni in 
19b4 did Ji nnah' s poftrai 1 appear in (he N all onal (Ion f'eren- 
cc office in Snnogar. 

During all this, many senior polilieians had their views 
about (he Sheikh Bui whai mi one was willing to chal¬ 
lenge was his hold im (he pctvpic. Fartaiq had this bequest 

But in two (crms. one of u year and anoihcr of u little 
more (hail tsvo years, he squandered il all: playing (he biif- 
Rkui hi a traffic island in Budshah Chowk. laking assoned 
slarleis on his Bullet moioaycle to Ciulmarg. and much 
more. 

Now. he' s hock. In the early part of the mil I lancy. he pre¬ 
ferred lo he i n his Eng) country house. When he gut ca 11 • 

ed agui n hy R a>csh Pi lot & Co„ he rci urned as the re I uciani 
! pniKv Saniliskl trips were made to Jammu. And in Srina¬ 
gar. his visits were confined to the highly-secured official 
part of the city. 

He started off by being criricaJ. All the catch-phrases 
were used. State (error. Rape of inrwcenis. Torture deaths. 
And so on. All of this i s hqipening. Bui somehow. Kanhmi - 
ris can't hear someone, so obviously flush with good life, 
lo he saying dtese things. 

Ef peel Faruoq in one n loni h or I ess to start maki ng cam • 
paign (rips to the Valley. Then it will be inierexting lo see 
how many roads are sealed on a daily havis. • 












Odd MEN IN 


'^^9 Siywh« 

* ^ '» you like 
about Osho's people, but 
(hey know how lo have 
fun. Especially tithe 
expense of otben. 

And in keeping with 
Rajnccsh's l^acy of 
endkis—if a little 
misplaced—laughter, 
here's the latest from his 
funny farm: awards for 
(he 'world's greatest 
misfiu' (a species the 
Pune Commune holds in 
high regard) 

The roll of honour 
includes Prince Charles 
("fte saying (hat the 



V*. 


i IT 


«« 



I 

+*’■ 


. 


f 





Rocking THE WORLD 


They weie 
the first 
Indian band 10 appear on 
MTV. the first to hit the 
Asian Top 20 countdown, 
(he only Indians to win an 
MTV video music award. 

But there are no prizes 
for guessing dtis success 
story. 

Yes. we are talking 


about Indus Creed 
(originally Rock 
Machine), who have two 
successful albums in their 
kiny and are now ready to 
come out with their third. 
There is a lot of 
excitement in music 
circles because the album 
has been recorded In Los 
Angeles by BMC. 


A 


British sovereign's title 
'Defender Of The Faith* 
ought lo be expanded to 
coverall faiths"), Kinn 
Bedi ("for introducing 
meditation to the inmates 
of India's most notorious 
jail"), the Dalai Lama 
("impeccably Zen") and 
—this is where you get to 
laugh—Chri stof^ 
Hitchens. 

Incase you're 
wondering who the last is. 
readall about hi min 
SiTKDA Y issue dated 20— 
26 November 1994. He's 
the guy who hopes to get 
somewhere firing 
fusillades at a deceptively 
frail-looking liule M 
lady cal led Mother Teresa. 


VERSUS B 


Mohammad 
Azharaddin 
knows that attack is the 
best defence—he learnt 
it as skipper of the Indian 
team. 

But. for some reason, 
he has kept ignoring 
Bishen Singh Bedi's 
"unkmd" remarks on his 
captaincy. Bedi has been 
alleging that Azharuddin 
was "clueless about 
ci^taincy" and was "no 
leader of men". 

Azhar's silence found 
its stretching point 
recently and he has now 
chosen CO hit back. "He*s 
just plain jealous." he 
rerotied, when quizzed 
about Bedi's allegations. 


"Maybe, he just can't 
accept the fact that my 
record as skipper 
outstrips his." 

Though. Azhar 
promis^ not to" stoop to 
Bedi's lever, he took a 
mean cross-batted swipe 

AiliBMdM 























AWAR CUT 


With this, ItkIus Creed 
has made another 
addition to their list of 
firsts as no other Indian 
rock band has lied up with 
an international company 
before. And if that's not 
enough, they have just 
signed a sponsorship deal 
with Haywards in which 
the beer giant wi)i finance 
a series of rock videos. 

Cheers, should we say. 


at the fonner Indian 
skipper by accusing him 
of" spoi ] ing the c areers ^ 
many bowlers*. 

We can't say whether 
this will stopBedi or 
generate more 
controversy. 


As if things 
weren'tbad 
enough for Shared Pawar. 
he has now lost a lot of his 
has been 

ditched by his most 
hi^^profile 
friend'in-need. Ditip 
Kumar. 

The thespian. who has 
tong been close to Pawar. 
and in fact helped him 
considerably during the 
last polls, has decided not 
to bdl him out this time 
around. 

Dilip Kumar has 
accused the chief miiuster 
of "allowing fascist 
elements who inspired 
arson and killings to go 
scot'free". He is 
thoroughly disillusioned 
with the Congress 
leadership for "letting 
their own creed of 
secularism down". Little 
wonder, then, that the 
Bollywood legend has 
decided to part ways with 



Little 

MAN, BIG 
PROBLEMS 


The little 
man has big 
problems. Cul 
Mohanimad,the world's 
shortest man. has been 
hospitalised following 
severe breathing 
^oblems. 

Doctors attending on 
him say that Mohammad 
is suffering from a 
condition called ILD. 
brought on by heavy 
smoking. Whai's more, 
his heart has also 



Shared Piwv "in as much 
as the elections are 
concerned". 

This desertion on the 


part of the Tragedy King 
could well send the 
Maharashtra CM deep 
into mourning. 



outgrown his small lungs. 

Recent reports have it 
that Cul Mohammad's 
condition is now stable, 
but that is not the end of 
his problems. 

The world's smallest 
celebrity i$ living in 
abject penury and his 
friends are having to fool 
his hospital bill. Their 
requests to Union welfare 
minister Sitaram Kesri for 
help have, ^arently, 
fallen on deaf ears. 

The minister has sent 
them back with a 
one-time grant of only Rs 
1.000. surely a poor 
contribution for the ailing 
man. Even if his needs are 
only small ones.* 
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Looking 
beyond 
the borders 


an|Jade^ has been ptuni* 
ed into j deep political cri* 
»9 with all 134 Opposition 
members of Parljameiu in 
the 3K^membef Komsc 
resigning <n masse on 24 December Iasi 
year demanding the resignation of the 
Khaleda Zia regime. The credibility of 
the government is at stake u the tegiii* 
macy of the legislature sans Opposition 
is being questioned. It is feared that the 
impuM might lead to a victual anarchy 
in this South Asian nation, 

Howrever. former acting President 
Shahahuddm Ahmed, who retired as 
Bangladesh’s Chief Justice on 31 Jano* 
ary (his year, has a solution to offer. In 
an interview with Sunday, he said that 
the country would not 
have faced such a grave 
situation if Prime Mini* 


1991 for amending the 
Coastituiion to empower 
the President with the 
same authority that is 
enjoyed by hie Indian 
counterpart. 

"The Indian consdui* 
lional prevision vesting 
aJl executive authority in 
the President is the best 
bolwork against the 


And Justice ShahabuddiA Ahmed 
should know. Not only is he a consiini* 
lional expeit, Justice Ahmed is also the 
man who presided over the desiiny of 
Bangladetii during the transitioD from a 
dictatorship to a perliamemary 
democracy in 1991. 

*Boih KhaJeda Zia and Haaina vehe* 
mently opposed my idea. The former's 
Bwfladesh Natkmaiisi P^y (BNPi handoverpowers on 27 October. 1938. 
members wanted ail powers in the hands ^ General Ayub Khan who staged a 
of their leader. The Awami League of bloodless coup on 7 October that year. 
Hasina. too. rejected it fearing that repli* Today, Justice Ahmed said, the 
caiioA of the Indian exam^ would Bangla^di President has virtually no 
repeal the experience of Iskander Mirea powers under the present Conttiiuiion. 
in BanglKlesh.* Justice Ahrrwd recalled. Even if he is a^ted by both Khaleda and 
Iskander Mini, on being af^nted Kasina to atfume power, he cannot. 
Pakistan's President in 1956, Had to "The Constitution has to be 

amended, and that too. 
after holding acountrywi* 
dc referendum in favour 
"The Indian of their deci.slofl to 

COnSDIUnonai Bangladesh 

provision vesting Constitution", the JuKiice 

^11 observed. 


"The Indian 
constitutional 
provision vesting 
all executive 
authority in the 
lYeadent is the 
best bul work 
against the whims 
politicians," 
says Justice 
Sluhabuddin 
Ahmed 


”1 foresaw the present 
crisis neariy four years 
ago. but ihey all refused 
to accept my suggestion." 
he said. At that time, he 

even went to the extent of 
iir^loring Dr Kamal Hoi* 
sein a f^mer foreign 
minister and a close aide 
of Sheikh Hasina, to pay 
heed to his advice, but he 
failed, 

He feared that the "pre¬ 
mature demise" of the 


There could be a solution to the present 
political crisis in Bangladesh in the Indian 

Constitution 
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fifth Paiiiameni of Banglvk&h 
wouM &eal (he fate of ptiJitmentary 
democracy in the country. In order to 
KBve the situation. Khatcda and Hauna 
must agree to niti the abow during the 
interim period before the next geneni 
election with members of the present 
Parliament. There is no other way out 
as per the Constitution,' he said. 

After ihe resignation of the Opposi* 
tiofl MPs, Prime Minister Khale^ Zia 
has expressed her readiness to hold the 
next p^iantenury poll under the super* 
vision of the Bangladesh President by 
resigning me month before the polls. 

This belated decision. Justice Ahmed 
fell, has only aggravated Ihe situation. 
"She could have lifted Bangladesh out 
of the morass of civil crisis by coming to 
terms with the Opposition when the 
Commonwealth m^iator Sir Ninian 
Stephen visited the country in Novem* 
ber last year.he added. 

The veteran jurist was visibly pained 
us he feared the present Parliament, 
which was elected through the historic 
elections under his supervision. wouJd 
not be able to complete its full term. 

N ever before in Bangladesh’s 
23«year‘Oid history has any Chief 


Justice had such a cedourful and bhlliani 
career as Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed. 
Known for passing many landmark 
judgements during his 43'year Judicial 
career, he took over ms. acting President 
on 6 December. 1990. 

But more imponanily, he overeaw the 
peaceful innsitioci of power from a mill' 
tary dictatorship to an elected govern¬ 
ment by supervising the 1991 paH lamen¬ 
tary poll. He virtually saved Bangladesh 



from a bloody chaos and forced Khaleda 
Zia and Sheikh Hasina to ugrte on a 
historic transition. However, he tnitially 
refused to hind over power to Khaleda 
Zta even after the BNP emerged as the 
single-largest majohty in the election, 
because of a constitutional proMem. 

A^ President, he was required to tranv 
fer poNver to another elected Pre^ideni. 
but Khaleda Zta was sworn in as Pnme 
Minister after she joined hands with her 
political rival. Sheikh Huina. to amend 
the Conuituliofl to introduce a parlia¬ 
mentary form of governance. 

Khaleda and Hasina. in a nire show of 
unity, later passed the 11 ih and 12lh Con¬ 
stitutional Amendment Bills resioring 
parliamentaiy democracy in 
Bangladesh and returning Justice Ahm¬ 
ed to ihr Supreme Couri as Chief Justice. 

A strong critic of the martial law regi¬ 
mes in Bangladesh, Jusiice Ahm^ 
believes that the tendency of many 
Third Worid rulers to abrogate Ihe Con¬ 
stitution only helps their .self- 
aggrandisement. Fhe military ruled 
Bangladesh for nearly IS out of the 23 
years of its sovereign existence. 

He is also alarmed by ihc growing ten¬ 
dency among poliiical parlies to seek the 
apex court's verdict on sensitive politi¬ 
cal issues. "This is dangerous as the 
trend has the potential to smash the inde- 
pendeticc of the judiciary to smithe¬ 
reens." Justice Ahnied opined. 

Last year, for insiance. ihe High 
Court Division and the A(^llate Divi¬ 
sion of the Bangladesh Supreme Couri 
settled the ciiiaenship issue of the 
Jamaai-e-lslami chief. Cholam Azam, 
by granting him Bangladeshi nation- 
ilily. Again, when the Opposition MPs 
boycotied Pariiament. the Speaker 
r^roached the High Court for a verdict 
on their action. 'These issues ought to 
have been decided by the politicians 
themselves.* Justice Ahmed remarked. 

According to a recent rating, Justice 
Shahabuddm Ahmed is now the most 
popular perMKiality in Bangladesh, with 
Prime Minister Kh^eda Zia and Opposi¬ 
tion leader Sheikh Hasina trailing 
behind. Bui his relatives say that it is 
unlikely that he will join politics. 

In fact. Justice Ahmed revealed that 
he had turned down offers from both the 
ruling party and the Opposition to beco¬ 
me tlK President of Bangladesh. "After 
all, the President, under present Con¬ 
stitution. has nothing to do except visit* 
ing the graveyards to offer prayers," the 
retired Chief Justice said with a smile. • 
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lake consiUcnih^e nine ic> 
saii*^ty Ihe local demuiuj and 
produce fiircxpon 
purposes. On ihcoihcr hand. 
India had a well •developed 
componeni industry, which 
Yamiihuctmld muU'^CKX) 
use of. 

Thou|.h noofllcij^ 
animurKcmcnt hus heen 
mwlc rcgafdih|i Ihe 
pn>poscdji>iiu veniuie, 
observers IccI confldeni ihai 
old collaborator Escorts will 

get a gixtd slice of ihe 

business. 

■ Joining hands 

U ntil reccriiKy. ihe 
Jap;incse were being 
accused of ixn laking an 
active intcrcM in India's 
pi isi •liberal isui ion cconom ic 
era Bui ihey arc 11 nully 
coining to India and in a big 
wsy. 

They have identified 
infravtruclurc us (He 
hcac'h'head invcsimcnl 
segment after years of 
cauiiuus restraint on 


■ Who Will It be? 

W air Disney. Ihe US S8 
billion entcnainiDcni 
company, U actively 
scouting for a partner to 
bring its home cnierviinmcnt 
to India. Ai present, this 
division is managed by 
Buena Visia Home 
Enienainmeni Asia 
(RVHH), which also 
represents studio higgics 


W«K DlM*)r. tlM hunt la «• 

likcTouchsioflc. 

Hollywood, Caruvun and 
Merchant Ivory, 

Walt Disney is holding 
talks with P cofliendcrs and 
its choice of punncr IS 
CK peeled to he aiuuninccd 
within five weeks Asol 
rh»w. the company’s 
consurper products division 
is reprcscnicd by the Modis 
in India. 

Worldwide. Walt Divney 
opcralcs its business by 
rentals and selUihroughs. 
However, for us Indian 
operations, ihe company has 
not fixed any specific 
strategy, One of the major 
obstacles that Wall Disney is 
likely to face is that of 
piracy. But this fact does mit 
worry the company too 
much, as it has succcssfnlly 
worked in pirate markers in 
countries like Tai w an and 
Thailand. 


■ Destination 
India 

W hen Escorts wav 

negotiating with other 
global auio compunies for 


iDpuMM Invuttiwnte 

pumping capital into India. 

And on of the list 

arc the power and telecom 
sectors. A 45-member 
delegaiion from Keidanren, 
the Japanese industry 
chamber representing 970 
corpOTaiions and 12.1 trade 
CHganisaiions, met the 
commumcatirais minister 
Sukh Ram recently, and 
made cunijniiuNriils 

participate in the telecom 
sector. 

In the power sector, 
Long-Term CYedii Bank of 
Japan hai; decided lo expand 
ilslndianopenilkms. • 


HEARD IN DELHI 


ANMP 


new ventures, industry 
obsenerv ihnughi that its 
present collaborator, 

Yamaha of Japan, would be 
sore and pu 11 out of the 
country. 

But the company has done 
no such thing. On the 
contrary, Yamaha has 
shoo listed India amongst all 
major Ascan countries as the 


principal supplier of iis 
^product range for the world 
export market. 

Aicording to the 
prcsidcni uf Yamoh,! Motor 
Company Limited, llidcto 
Eguchi. the essential reason 
behind developing India us 
the sourcing base over China 
w as that China it self hod a 
huge market, and so it w’oul J 


POLICY OF THE WEEK ’ I 


The government plans to scrap hi lateral tar 
.v^n'icr* agreements 

year, the civil aviation mimsir> 
strongly opposed an open skies policy 
mooi^ by the department of tourism io 
attract more touri sts to India. 

8 ut today, the ministry has rea I i sed 
that it cannot xtiy immune to the 
changing trends in the other sector,, and 
there are peyitive signs of the ministry opening up. To 
begin with, it has ideniiried the bilateral air services 
agreement as more of a hindrance than help in the 
post-liberalisaiUm scenario. And. in a major policy 
reversal, the ministry now wants to free bilateral air 
service agreements between India and other countries to 
boost trade relations. 

In whai would be umamouni to opening up the skies to 
foreign carriers, the ministry has drawn up an nciKm plan 
to give market access to carriers in accordance with trade 
relations with the base countries. 

So far. the country had been extremely conservative in 
allowing grealcr market access to other carriers, mainly in 
order to protect the business interests of Air-India. 

According to die civil aviation secretory. Yogesh 
Chandra, the ministry will be holding Jiscussionv with the 
key economic ministries as wdl as the external affairs 
ministry on ways and means to ev<^ve a 'mure 
market-friendly policy*. 

IntcTcstingly. while the lodion government ratified the 
Imcmaiional Qvil Aviation Organisation's (ICAO> 
proposition preaching bilateralrsm (wo months ago. three 
countries urLsuccessfully opposed coniinued adherence to 
Ihe bilateral philosophy. The ratification came aboui at the 
50th anniversary uf the ICAO in Chicago in December, 
last year. 
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**Many brokers thought 
thill Suresh was a softie. 
But ultimately, he proved 
to them that he was no less 
tough than Ramakrishna. 
Only, he did not believe in 
confrontation. He knew 
how to get w hat he wanted 
without creating a lot of 
noise" — Udayan Bose 



empowered by en Ad of Pariiament, 


right from the word go. Ii was emerging 
a« the first regulator of a huge and esiabh- 


SEB! gets new powers 
and will soon get a new 
chief. What does all 
this mean for the stock 

market? 


T i> un average Bombay siuck- 
broker. il*s a four'letier word. 
Yet, they spend more time 
watching the goings-on ai the 
Securitict) and Exchange 
Board of India (SBBI) than they do at the 
trading ring. For over a fortnight, 
broken have been cloNely monitoring 
affairs at Uw SBBi. the regulatory body 
in charge of the country's capil^ mar* 
keis. They wanted lo see whai impaci 
the new powers cimferred on SEB I by a 
government ordinance will have. They 
were also interested in who wimid beco* 
me the next chainnun ofSFBI after Sur¬ 
esh Nadkami succumbed to a hean 
attack on ^1 January. 

Almost three years after ii was 

It - 


SEB I findr itself at yet another cross¬ 
road. In the last week of January, even as 
chairman Suresh Nadkami lay in 
Escorts Hospital fighting a k*sing battle 
for his life, the govemmeni issued an 
ordinance thai conteirod new powers on 
SEBI. Mosi markeimcn believe that 
now. SEBI has enough power to cany 
out ils mandate of protecting the riglits 
of invesiors and ensuring (he promo¬ 
tion and regulation of the capital markets. 

While no one is complaining about 
the granting of addiiiortal powers to 
SEBI. critics point out that the institu¬ 
tion has generated mtm heat than light 
in the last three years. 'There was some¬ 
thing wrong about its entire approach 


shed market that had so far been largely 
unregulated by any outside body. 
Hence. SEBI ought to have started cau¬ 
tiously and silently. It should have ensur¬ 
ed that regulation was done, hut without 
seeking unnecessary confrontations.'' 
says a member of the Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE), which has been facing 
the brunt of SEBVs actions. 

SEBI had been strongly criticis¬ 
ed for the anitude that Nadkami's prede¬ 
cessor. G V. Ramakhshrra, had adopted. 
Almost every action of Ramakrishna'a 
had elicited a volley of sharp protests 
from the market players. The first major 
confroniaiion bdween SEBI and the 
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For over a fortnight, brokers have been 
closely monitoring affairs at SEBI. 

They wanted to see what impact the new 
powers conferred on SEBI by a 
goViemment ordinance will have 


broken erupted over the 'iss\tc oTregi sira* 
(ion of brokers. When Rattiakri <hna isxu > 
ed an edici that all broken had to get 
registered wiih SEBI and pay a registra¬ 
tion fee ')f R s 5 lakh, aJ 1 hell had bn^cen 
loose at the BSE. The brokers opposed 
the move vehemently, saying that as 
they were already registered wiih the 
BSE, there was no need for a separate 
registration. In the ensuing fraca.s. 
stock markets al I over (he country remai¬ 
ned paralysed for several days on end. 
An uneasy trace, which followed, bet* 
ween the brokers and Ihe regulators con¬ 
tinued till 13 December, 1993. On that 
day. Ramakhshna fired another ydvo at 
the brokers by banning hadlo —the Indi¬ 
an mechanism of forward trading — on 


grounds of excessive speculation. Once 
again, the brokers left (he trading ring 
ai»S came on to the siieeis. This time 
around, the (rouble w«.s fu more sehnus 
both sides dug (heir heels in. 
Remarks a leading merefunt hanker. 
'Both the brokers and Ramaknshna 
chose to make it a prestige issue * 

It was left to Nadkami. who ic«k over 
fmm Ramakrishna in February 1994. lit 
clean up (he mess that the latter had left 
behind. "Many brokers thougN that Sur* 
esh wtfsasoflic But ultimately, he prs)v> 
ed (u them (hat he was no less (vnigh than 


Ranuikhsima. Only, he did mx believe 
in amfroniation He knew huw get 
what he wunied without cntaiing a loi of 
noivc." remarks Uduynn Bow. chuimuin ' 
of Credit Capil jI Finance Cofpi»raiion, a' 
leading Hnaewe conglomerate in Bom- 
hay "Going hy its pcrf(»Ananec, S1:BI 
has come a long wny alter a slightly hie- 
cupy Sturt." he:idds. 


S FBI’s biggesi xluevemcnt, so br, 
luis been muk i n e i nc scd il i sclosu* 


AffilttS? SEBIistormad 


lBt£ SEBI la ampowerid by 
thasesr Act. which mains the 
instttutlon a raoUatory body in charge 
of Ihe capital markats o 1 lha country 


OcMar IBtft SEBI demands the 
registration of brokers and imposes a 
RsSlakhregislTitionfee. Brokers 
oppose the decision and boycott the 
market for eeveral days 


DtGMihir 19B3s SEBI suspends 
Oadttdue to ’excessive speculalion in 
the markef. n sets a deadline of 13 
March, 1994,1or brioging 
outstSAdng positions of brokers 
down 10 zero. Brokers cry foul and 
once again, (he market is boyci^ted 
for weeks 


Fehnvy SBM S.S. NatMtdrrti takes 
over as &E6<*$ chwmen from 3.V. 
Ramakrishna 


DgoMier tlM SEB) bans cash 
renewals on B group shares 


Immt IMt Ban on options 
tradMo is removed 


luiv been muk i n g i nc vcd il i sclosu* 
rc% by companies in their prospt'Cius I 
mandatory, when going uxhe inurkei to 
raise cupiiul li is K'cuusc ol SKBI'^ 
insistence that cumpunics urc now forc¬ 
ed 10 dccluK the risks ihui they face, so 
(hai loviisiors aa* aw u^ of the hitches 
involved IVn. SKBI’s uchons on 
invcsitHs' eoniplaiuis against coiii|>an- 
ICS husc also helped small investors gel 
I heir allotments oi re funds m iinic ond 
ihus has hiMisted inveslor confidi'nce in 
the markci. 

Says R.K. Patil, iiionuging dirccior of 
the National Suvk lixchongc, "SEBI 
has been suivcssful in making people 
realise ihut invcsioi pioieiiion was 
imporiuni lor the hcraiih ol the murkci 
and indeed in nuking ilihe focal point of 
(he entire cupitiil nurkci of the eouniry ." 

But a lot more remains to he done ^ 
SEBI, for example, has been sharp-; 
ly criticised for its sysicm of fcgi.stcring 
merchant hunkers The rules, today, 
stale that for anyone io become u Grade 1 
merchant banke r, al 1 it req ui re.s is a cap! - 
tui of Rs I crore and a chief executive 
officer with ten years’ experience "TYiis 
rule has led to u mushrooming of merch¬ 
ant hankers who number more than 700 
today. How can you guarantee that all of 
them will be aNive board and will do 
their job honestly? SEBI should he 
evaluating Ihe perfomtance ol thebe mer¬ 
chant bankers, have penalty points and 
thus give grades based on performance." 
says Bose. 

Not everyone agrees though. "How 
can SEBI control the number of merch- 
an( bankers? Tha( would mean you are 
Dying to create an exclusiveelubofexist- 
uig mcTchani bankers and preveni the 
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^ng a ^K^lt> premium from the puUk. 
There are several such insuncesa^ (his 
pneiice can only lead to a public dis¬ 
aster Instead of trying lo prevcni inves¬ 
tors from pulling their money in a com¬ 
pany (hat uses Pooja Bhati'slegs for pro¬ 
moting its jsMicK. SbBI should see lo il 
(hat ihe investors do not get cheated by 
a^uch promuicrv* 

Bombay's M.G Darnani. who is a 
dirccior of the BSB and ihc president of 
the BSH Brokers' Forum. Ic^ the agita¬ 
tions against the registralion of brokers 
and the banning of hadUi. and is still 
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0,V, mWKRtSHWA 

The SEBI had been 
strongly criticised for the 
attitude that he had 
adopted. Almost every 
action of Ramakrishna's 
had elicited a volley of 
sharp protests fnnn the 
market players 


SHITINDESAI 

''How can SEBI control 
the number of merchant 
bankers? That would 
mean you are trying to 
create an exclusive club of 
existing merchant 
bankers and prevent the 
entry of others'* 


entry ofotherit.' says Shiiin Desai. vice- 
chairman of DSP Financial Services, 
one of the oldest stockbroking firms in 
Bombay. Yet, the consensus is that 
SBBI ought tu create ■ mechanism by 
which the monitoring of merchaAi ban¬ 
kers and (heir performance*^ can be 
tightened. 

Another criticism ofSBBt is that even 
though il was supposed to be a replace 
ment of the old t^reaucratic set-up of 
the Controller of Capital Issues. SBBI is 
yet to come out of the influence of the 
CCI days. 

For example, SEBI goes through each 
and every prospectus and has to clear il 
before the company Is allowed to g<i lo 
the market. "What it should do. perhaps, 
is issue a standardised fonnat of olfer let¬ 
ters and see to It that a merchant banker 
slicks to the norms,' suggests Bose. 

Desai feels that SEBI ought to bring 
in a reporting mechanism, which forces 
companies Co file with the SBBI some 
kind of a promise versus a performance 
chart, so that the next ume they go to the 
market, they have lo tell the investorv 
how they had fared the Iasi lime. He also 
says that the present procedure of mak¬ 
ing foreca.sts about profits and working 
out the earnings per share (EPSl is extre¬ 
mely dangerous, as there isn’t enough 
audiiing of the claims made in die 
prospectus. 

Bose also talks about SEBI's failure 
in checking the manipulative ways adop¬ 
ted by Indian businessmen. “TV ruks. 
today, permit anyone to buy a three- 
year-old company and then r^er a rights 
issue to the promoters at par. white char- 


Whgn 

Ramakrishna 
issued an edict 
that all brokers 
had to get 
registered with 
SEBI, all hell had 
broken loose at the 
BSE. In the 
ensuing fracas, 
stock martlets all 
over the country 
remained 
paralysed for 
several days on end 


locked in a court hanle with SEBI. 'The 
SBBI officials have always thought that 
regulation can only be effected by riding 
roughshod." he says. 

He points out that way back in 1992, 
the estimates committee of Poriiameni 
hkJ expressed fear that SEHI's insisten¬ 
ce on dual registration would result in 
undue interference in (be working of the 
stockbrokers and undue bureaucratisa- 
tion of an essentially commercial acti¬ 
vity. Even M. Narasimhan. an eminent 
economist, had expres.sed his unhappi¬ 
ness with the way SEBI functioned. "I 











am a^rehensive about the fluny of gui¬ 
delines dial have been issued by SEBI in 
recent months. The fm)uency with 
which it has been issuing guidelines on 
different aspects and. somewhai more 
disconcertingly, the need to issue clahfi* 
cations soon after the issue of guideli¬ 
nes. indicate that SEBI is still on the tear-' 
ning curve. U also suggests the need for 
a stnctly professional and knowledgea¬ 
ble approach,*' he had said in a lecture 
deliveredon 23 December, 1992. 

A ccording to Damani, SEBI had start¬ 
ed denigrating the existing stock 
exchanges to an extent where it became 
evident that SEBI wanted to demolish 
these insiiiuiions. He also criticises 
SEBI for incresKing the minimum num¬ 
ber of share.s in the primary market appli¬ 
cations from 100 to 500. "How are they 
protecting the small investors by saying 
that they should go to the mutual funds? 
Look at (he performance of (he mutual 
funds. People who invested on SEBl's 
advice have lost heavily. Was it in the 
mierest of the small investor? And what 
has SEBI done about the fraud eomrhitt* 
ed by Morgan Stanley, which announc¬ 
ed m issue ul ks .300 crore on a firsi- 
come-firM-served basis, when (hey 
knew all along that they would take the 
entire amount? ’ 

Dumani is a ho displeased about the 
preferemial ullotmcms made b>' (he Indi¬ 
an branches of muliinaiiunah. which 
issued preferential shares to their pareni 


The crdinan^^ZSJonMOjy has bwught ahoat savenU 
changes in the powers ofSEBi 

gH0Buringtt>»wmo(nft)ontfiahon.^m<m9n0flW^ .* 
bl5( ophons. which S£B! to promoUoQ »latfimitfM to 6^ mh' 
w>sbgnntdoh13Dic«mlMr, 1993,kn1hittM0ftTtm9nd9ul 
QppocMon tm th« ctocichroUF^ com^^ 

• 1>toQntoiarK« Also bdnoceornpvilM under Mripytotoeno(S£^ 
fv.SEBIcouMnolliteinyldndofpunitlvaiodorit^lnstooqM^ . 
thgivlatotodthitowinittuino cto^i.tranAtorotMCurM«iitE.Tlitoi^ 
lion point with SE8I for long, at thacotoipcm could pit iwiywtti 
iriythino in ibiinci of iny rigutitlon. 

• ThiSEBIcvnowlivyrnonitorypihtfttoi.Solong.fthidpowerito 
iMpiod orcwil bcmcM of tht intirmadlirtoi Intni otplw mirkit. 
Thug, whirt ficed wfth an off inci that WM not Mrlous inouoh to warrtnt 
gugpmlonorcanciflatiooof»cancii, 6ESI had tha option of ilthar 
ignoflng tha oftonci or tal(jr>o in unwvramidly'«(rono aodon. 

• There hid baan no buiinistfnirt or markatpliyarioaM board of 
$E0l. Tha amendment now provldit fordiractore of eompantos totaki 
up poeJtlons of membare on the SEBI board. 


companies at dirt cheap rues. 

SEBI has faced a Im ot flak fn>m 
almost all (juarterx on (he decismn io ban 
bodla without having any alternative in 
place. "When Ramakrishna stopped 
h<idfu. he hud good reasons for doing so. 
But having stopped it. SEBI should have 
brought something else in iis place. You 
cannot have a slock market without any 
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"When Ramakrishna 
stopped badia, he had 
good reasons fordoing so. 
But having stopped it, 
SEBI should have 
brought something else in 
its place" 


"How are they protecting 
the small investors by 
saying that they should go 
to the mutual funds? 
Look at the mutual funds’ 
performance. People who 
invested on SEBFs advice 
have lost heavily" 


kind of speculation. Badh could very 
well have been reintroduced with Mine 
modir»caii(>n«;. which would have made 
It more transparent and acceptable." 
says Udayan Bose. 

Now, the biggest challenge for SEBI 
is 10 ensure the ^mooih implementation 
of options trading, which i& being 
brought in a kirtd of replacement for 
hadh Senior executive director. C. B. 
Bhave. who has been lookin g after SEBI 
for the last month or so. feels that it is up 
io (he market to respond (o the new ordin¬ 
ance artd come up w ith proposals for run¬ 
ning the new system. 'We will be eager 
to help, as development and regulation 
are two roles that do get blurred in a deve¬ 
tting market. But ultimately. i( will be 
up to the market to decide what it 
wants.* he t^d Sunday.' 

In <»Tler to move ahead from here, 
SEBI needs to bring in place a few 
changes in its ^lerations. Points out 
R.H. Pa(il of the NSE. ’'SEBI needs to 
attract laicni, and for that, (he salaries 
will have to be chanced. It must deve¬ 
lop a nationwide presence and also build 
up its organisational structure." 

Till such time that .SEBI is able to 
lone up its structure, it will continue to 
be hampered in its operations and will 
be unable to bring about the develop- 
mem uf the capital markets in an orderly 
manner. • 
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The Coke-Pepsi war 
now lands in court 


T ry as he might, Ramesh Chau* 
hui couMn't cover his elation, 
last week. news was oui 
that his good ^end. Pinakin 
Shah, a Coca-CoU boetJer, had 
sold his plants in Ahcneda&ad and Raj¬ 
kot to PepsiCo India. 

Chauhan wouldn't say how much the 
deal was worth, and in Bombay. Shah 
was off (he press. But (he buzz in (he mar* 
ket was that Gujarat Booling Co. Ltd 
had fetched a staggenng Rs 40 crore 
from Pepsi. 

Coca*Cola moved fast. On the even¬ 
ing of ihe sale. 29 January. Coke's 
lawyers intced a Bombay High Court 
judge to his residence a^ obtained a 
stay against it. By then. Coke trucks 
were being rushed to Ahmedabad and 
Rajkot to supply Thums Up. Cold Spot 
Limca. Citra and Maaza that have a 95 
per cent share of (he Gujarat soft-dhnk 
market. 

Exulted a Coca-Cola olficial: "We 
move with speed One must remember, 
we have 60 balers. There was no di erup¬ 
tion of supply tu Gujarat. " But at the 
same time, in Delhi. Chauhan was quiet¬ 
ly confident. "The case will be thrown 
out of coun," he said. To sell your com¬ 
pany to whoever you want is your funda¬ 
mental right. No one can take that away." 

But in the short run. at least, the Ame¬ 
rican multi national had stopped the sale. 
And for the first time since Coca-Cola 
came to India in 1993, it had enietud into 
an open-turf battle with PepsiCo. 

P^i managers in Delhi, however, 
wouldn’t comment on the stay order 
The high court hearing is on Tuesday. 7 
February, as we go to press. But what¬ 
ever the outcome, the banie of the two 
American giants is out in the c^n. And 
Chauhan, clearly, is somewhere in dw 
middle of it. 

Coca-Cola obtained a stay alleging a 
breach of contract. Apparently, it has a 
clause which disallows a bonier from sel¬ 
ling to competition tor a certain period 
of time, which varies from bonier lo 
bonier. 

Said a Coke manager ' A boakr is 
not simply that. He gets some knowhow 
about qu^ity control and distribution 
systems, plus certain topical and mar¬ 
keting Inputs from the company. All this 
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would go to competition.' Also. Coke b 
rq>p(eheasive about (he proUem (his 
would leave the distributors with. 

Explained a seoi.f Coke official: 
"You have to conskier the disinbuton. 
One cannot not think of them Just 
because one company paid crores of 
rupees fora plant What are you going lo 
do with (he bottles artd crates with (hem 
that they have paid deposits for? Further 
investment in new bottles is required. 
Where is the money going to oomt 
from?" 

Coca-Cola doesn't think PepsiCo 
will be able to pay up this mortey. "After 
four ydars. the co nyany doesn't even 


break eveo," said a Coke manager. 
"Also, die consumer pull in Gujarat for 
the Pepsi brand is c^y five per cent. 
You can produce upto the neck with 
yourc^tadties, but is there a market?" 

Coke managers say one other thing, 
and (his is that Pepsi has paid far too 
much to Shah for Gujarat Bottling. 
"^They picked up plants of dw Adaikat 
Raj group in Tamil Nadu, of Duke in 
Bombay and of S.K. Biria in Calcutta 
for about US $44 million.'' said a senior 
Coca-Cola cffioal. 'Together, these 
don't account for even ten percent of the 
total soft-drink industry. All this shows. 
desperation on the pan of Pepsi." 
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B ut C(ica>ColA feels threatened. 

This is especially after the $>crap 
with Chuuhan. More ihun a month ago. 
Chauhan hod gone public on hi^ dispute 
with the company. Ji slurtcd when Cuke 
offtciaK. on a tour of Chaehan's bonling 
plant in Vile Parle m Bombay, discover* 
ed that he hud been selling concentrates 
of Thums Up etc., who^ formulars he 
had previously sold to Coke. 

Coke retaliaied by stopping further 
payments of his consultancy charges 
and IKK fonning the joint* venture marke* 
ting company with him. That was pan of 
the contnet Coke had signed with Chau* 
han. when he had sold all his brands 


Ramesh Chauhan 

"Tlie case will be 
thrown out of court. To 
seli your company to 
whoever you want is 
your fundamental r^ht 
No one can take that 
away" 


for US $60 millKM). Chauhan 'UrxKk 
buck by going to the press. 

Now. Chauhan is hack in the ptciure. 
Last week, he disclaimed any hand in 
the sale of Gujarat Bonling. 6ul he is 
i n vol ved (o the extent that he and his bro* 
ther, Prakash Chauhan. whu nin.^ the 
Vile Parie (4ant each a ten per cent 
stake in that company. 'Knakin was gel- 
ting a good pnee. so why shouldn't he 
sdl?* asked Chauhan. 

"Thiee years frt>m now." he conn* 
nued. "I doubi if he would have got such 
a price.*' He says That Pinakin wanted out 


after Coct-Cob staned to make great 
demands on bottlers. ‘His son is siudy- > 
tng managcmcfii in AmeKcu and he w un • 
ted to sell when u was pniftiablc." he 
added. 

I t isn't Just Ptiudun who is distressed 
wiih Coct'Cola's demands on bot* 
Uers. On one level, they arc perfectly 
acceptable. The company wants all Us 
bottling plants upgraded to inienution;i] 
st<tndards. and the cost lor this would 
work out to Rs 8 cron; per Kailer. Shah. 
Chauhan says. Just didn't have this kind 
ofmoney loinvc&i. 

The other problem penains lo up-1 
sizing the bottles from 25<l ml as 
before to ^K) ml. Bottlers 
complain ihai they hud to 
make the change without ' 
any subsidy Irom C'ucu* 
Cola. (You pay mi'fc for 
rminr unh>util oi ctHi* 
ccntraic.) Worse, in their 
view, the comp^tny also 
down'priced the Coke 
stable of drinks. 

(‘tKa*Ct>l u man age rs 
aigue. ihsHigh. that none 
ol Uiis has really disad* 
vanidgcd the btHtlern. 
Ihis siruicgy has sigiiifi* 
cantly hcnedicil our Nu- 
ilers * who are hoiihng 
Coke, by giving them 
greater volumes and 
more business in their 
markets. " said a Caku* 
Cola release. 

Hut Coke bottlers 
think otherwise. Says one 
ot them: '"rheirtipcrjling 
puramcicrs are very 
strict. They arc rigid and 
not willing to accept the 
realities of the area they 
ore working in. Maybe, it 
IS because of their longer 
history, their iiuiltin.ll ion* 
:il bureaucracy. All decishms are 
taken at Atlanta. I can say that the same 
dccisiims that might have taken anyone 
here a couple of hours have taken them a 
couple of months." 

That may he. But the clash of the 
Titans, restricted so far. lu hoitie* 
breaking or billboard vandalising, h&s 
got in a serious way into a.sset*poaehmg. 
And whichever way the high court dcci* 
des no the sale of Gujurui Bottling, ihc 
etria war seems all set to go on forever. • 
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A Jap«ncv expcfi. 
Ichim Miymchi. 
from (he Tikkyo 
ha^ed and inccmn* 
(lonally «vll< 
known in>ii(u(c of 
(|uali(> — Union 
Japanese Scien* 
tk$(s and Enginem 
— was in New 
Delhi receneJy. He said that all he ever 
buys from India is tea because ihai is (he 
only thing w hich i s of very good qual i ty. 
'The rest are useless." he says. All (he 
other goods, according (o him, need 
quality improvement. 

Even a hundred years ago. India was 
known for its beautiful textiles, wood- 
carvings and metalware, and all the 
important museums in the world boast 
of some exquisite articles made in India, 
How is it (hat now, India is synonymous 
with shoddy good.s. which at best can be 
targeted at (he lower end of the market in 
industrialised countries? Today, for 
Irtdia. quality improvement has becirme 
most imponani because other countries 
like Indonesia. Malaysia. Thailand. 
South Korea and Taiwan are managing 
to produce 'aero defect' products. 

The concept of 'zero defects' was 
introduced by the management guru, 
Philip D. Owby, in New Delhi last 
November. He summed up the new 
essenuals in quality management as: 
"Quality is conformance to require¬ 
ments; quality n achieved by prevention 
and riot by appraisals; quality performan¬ 
ce standi is zero defects and not by 
non-confonziance to any other index. 
Producinf goods with 'zero defects’ 
should be tlK aim of exporters rather 
than producing goods which are rejected 


when sent ahn^. Entire consignments 
arc ^dd in New Delhi market^ and 
^vcnisctl SN 'export rejects' Export 
reject V arc alvi comrrwm in other 
count rics. hut (hey are mH in Mich 
quaniriKs. 

1 myself have seen 
shelves full of Indian han* 
dicrafis abroad, which 
one has to sort Uvtiugh in 
order u> dacct a good 
piece because something 
or (he other is defective in 
many of them. The shop* 
keepers, abroad, are alMi 
pul off by such consign* 
menLs because these have 
to he pul on sake instead 
nf being kold at normal 
prices. 

Like Indian goods. Japanese goods 
did not convince people of their quality 
even 30 years ago. P^le who had less 
money bought Japanese cameras and 
tape-recorders. But Japan managed (n 
gM to (he (Op within a shon period of 
(ime. How did (bey do (his? Obviously, 
by making quality improvement a tar¬ 
get. learning from other industrialised 
countries and ending money on resear¬ 
ch and development .R&D|. 

In India. RAD expenditure, as a pro¬ 
portion of (he Gross National Produce 
<GNP). is extremely low and has conti* 
nuously been declining since 19iU*R9. 
The proportion peaked at 0.96 per cent 
in l9S8'k9 and was 0.83 per cent in 
1992*93. Most of (he RAD expef^iiure 
is by the government and the public sec* 
(or. There are I ^3<k in*lKMue centres in 
Indian induMjy and RAD expenditure 
incurred by ihe«e is around R> 1.300 
crure (1993*94). The share of (he public 


sector IS 45 per ceni and lhai of the priva¬ 
te sector is .55 percent. RAD expenditu¬ 
re by (he in*house centres as a percenta¬ 
ge of their annual turnover is only 0.57 
per cent; that of the private sector is 0.64 
per cent and the public sector's is 0.51 
per cent. The private firms are showing 
some iniiiaiive but it is not enough. The 
South Kt^ean 'government, during 
indusi naJ i.saiion. placed the responsibili¬ 
ty of RAD on individual firms. South 
Korea, today, has (he largest expenditu¬ 
re on RAD among developing 
countries: two per cent of its GNP. 

Q uality is also a question of national 
pride in things produced in (he 
country. Often, the 'Made in Japan' 
label on goods i$ enough and no compa¬ 
ny's name is given. l*here is aho no cen* 
agency supervising Japanese goods, 
but the quality is guarsnie^. On the con¬ 
trary. 'Made in india' libels can drive 


Why is it that now. India is synonymous 
with shoddy goods, which at best can be )| 
ta^eted at the lower end of the market 
in industrialised countries? Today, for 
India, quality improvement has become 
most important because other countries | 
like Indonesia. Malaysia, Thailand, 

South Korea and Taiwan are managing to 
produce 'zero defect* products 
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away prcispuclivc customers. So often, 
one amics across 'Made in India' labels 
underneath Bntish or US labels. Many 
of India's expons — wpccially leather 
garments — arc deli^raiely rooted 
through Scandinavian countries, which 
put thtir own labels after minor rmisb* 
ing touches to market the product in 
indusiriahsed countries. 

Miyauchi also said (hat to improve 
qua] i ty • I ndia has to impurx superior lech • 
nology For that, the larifT structure has 
to be reduced to lessen the cost of such 
imports. Competition from outside will 
alui enhance quality awareness. India 
has been inward-lookirtg sittce Indepen* 
dence and quality'Control wit never 
emphasised. U was a seller's market. 

MPiatV i«W 


where supplies were short ami anything 
produced got sold. Now. when facing 
international competition, value addi* 
lion can come only through quality con* 
troJ. Another Japanese management 
gOrtOKenldW ^mae, says that the best 
sort of R&D stems from a desire to add 
value to customem nihei than bringing 
glory to scientists and politicians. 

The problem of quality is also related 
to the level of economic development a 
country hW;. As a country becomes 
richer, peof^ move from cheaper to 
bener^quality goods. In poorer' 
countnes. people gel used lo shoddy 


stuff. They do not talk idK>ut quality 
because n is simply not tliere. Take for 
example, leather l^gs. India produces 
wonderful goat and kid leather and has 
good craftsmen who arc cheap. Yet. the < 
finishing is often poor, the stitching is 
uneven and the zippeiv do not woik. 
Even the cheaper synthetic foreign bags 
are much more an raci i ve than our genu i • 
ne leather bogs. Details like stitching, 
clasps and the designing ot the product 
arc thus very importani. Indian 
exporters have to remember that people, 
all over the world, arc moving away 
from buying cheap item*^ in bulk to high- 
value. high'qualily goods. And there are 
many countries catering to such 
demands. 

Japan is an importani investor for 
India and an importer of Indian pro* 
ducts. The Japanese arc very fussy about 
quality and would pay any price for per* 
feci pieces, even if they hat^n to be 
melons (perfect melons sell Kir US S50 
each in Japan). Indian ye welleiy is appre¬ 
ciated in Japan, but they are not interest¬ 
ed m garish, flashy jewellery or gem ato¬ 
nes with uneven quality, colour or 
shape. Give them perfeci1y<ut gems 
and beautifully-crafted Jewellery and 
(hey will buy a lot. For some years now. 
Thailand has been producing Jewellery 
which cater to Western tastes, and their 
prices arc very competitive. Indian 
exporters w j II have to learn abou t confor¬ 
mance to requirements to be able to cap¬ 
ture the jewellery market in industrialis¬ 
ed countries. 

For quality improvement, the govern* 
mem should promote R&D at the empor-' 
ate level by giving each company incen¬ 
tives to invest in R&D. Just like (he East 
Asian countries did during industrialisa¬ 
tion. Every encouragement has to be giv¬ 
en — easier imports of machinery used 
in quality control, iropons of essential 
accessories and raw materials to achieve 
the Standards reached by some of our 
Fiastem neighbours etc. Large tax incen¬ 
tives for R&O will direct corporate 
investment to it. According to Crosby, 
quality control has to be ingrained in the 
company’s top management, as leader¬ 
ship is important for training. And at the 
level of the woriters. pride in their work 
and desire for achieving quality is 
importani. It was there in India before, 
but somehow it hu been lost. It can 
certainly be revived with the right polk* 
ies and a change in the altitudes of 
businessmen. » 
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Over Uw jrean, 
ihunlnve 
tpronted ell over 
the eapitat and the 
popilatloaof 
item-dweliers 
has lacreaiedby 
teepsaadheemli. 
Accertlleg te a 
report, there ere 
ever 1,000 tleBi 
celealn lo OelM 



Living on the edge 


W hen IK.year-old Dilip 
Kumar, a slum* 
dweller in the Ashok 
Vihar orea of Delhi, 
got up in the wee 
hours of 30 January and went lo the near- 
by part to defecate in the open. little did 
he know what was in store for him. This 
practice was nothing unusual as in the 
abserKC of any sanitary facilities tn his 
slum, he was forced to defecate in the 
open ever since he came lo live there. 
But on that unlucky day. Dilip was nahh- 
ed by a constable posted there to imple¬ 
ment a court order that prohibited slum- 
residents from defecating in the park. 

Very little is known as to what exactly 
happened, but Dilip Kumar died in poli¬ 
ce custody ar^arently due to the thrush- 
ing he got a; the hands of the cop. who 
has been identified as Virendra Kumar. 
As news of his death spread, slum- 
dwellers left their homes and soon, a 
30(XVstrong anrgy mob gheraoed the 
local police station. Afier that, the ver¬ 
sions differ. The police maimaiA that the 
crowd got Violent and Maned stoning the 


An estimated 22 lakh 
slum-dwellers in 
Delhi are exposed to 
unhygienic conditions 
and a hostile local 
population 


police station. The cops then fired seve¬ 
ral rounds, leading lo the death of three 
people; Bachan Singh, Babu Ram and 
another unidcmiried person. The slum- 
dvrellers say that the police ftre<l on 
(hem unprovoked. 

In fad. the sprawling slum in A&hok 
Vihar ha.s been a source of much tension 
between the residenis of the posh D- 
block of Ashok Vihar Phase-1 and (he 
slum-dwellers The five-acre park that 
separates the two were being used as a 
defecation ground by the people living 
in (he jhaggis- The residents ^ the up¬ 


market residential colonics often com¬ 
plained against this to ihc authorities, 
saying that the unhygienic conditions 
p^ted a grave health harord to them. 

In 1992. they went and filed u case in 
the Delhi High Court. Justice B N. Kir- 
pal ruled that the slum-dwellers should 
not be allowed to defecate inside the 
park. The Delhi administration was giv- 
en the job of implementing (his decision 
and since then, a police constable had 
been posted in the area. Whiit's more. 
Justice Kirpal ordered that the slum- 
dwellers be evicted ar>d the task ofresett- 
ling them was given to the Delhi 
authtsiiies. 

But there was a catch. The land on 
which the slum was built belonged to the 
Northern Railways and hence, (he Delhi 
admin istraiim approached them to evict 
the slum-dwellers. It even sanctioned Rs 
16 crure for the rehabilitation of those 
evicted. But the railway bosses simply 
didn'tact. 

D elhi's older citi?«ns now say that in 
a way, the Ashok Vihar incident 
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was perhaps unavoidable. Over the WBKff r '■ 

years, the population of those living in 

the slums have increased by leaps and 

bounds and jhuggis have sprouted all 

over the capital, even in many posh 

}ocaliiie.s. Sources in the Delhi govern- T 5»3SH 

rrtenl claim that there are at least 22 Ukh L 

people living in the approximately ^ 

1.14^ slum cedonies spr^ over the 

Whaf s more, the living conditions in J'v 

these slurns are appalling. There axe no 
sanitary faci iities, forcing its residents to 
defecate wherever little open space they 
can Hnd. Drinking water is hard to come 
by with the mult that these slums are 
breeding ground for a host of killer dis- 
eases. Those living in the vicinity 
these slums have often asked the admi- 
nistraiion to clean up the place, and 
since nothing was dOM about U)e matter, 
they often directed their ire at the slum- 
dwellers. This generated a Jot of tension. '^. 

Though the problems of the Jhuggi L r -_- — - - - - 

people -^hoold have been «ckW long AwWIetolUtviilitNcipIttlrco* 
back. It IS only now that something is 

being done to provide slums with a sem* on in the slums in the heart ol the city. 
bliiiKC of sanitary fucdity. Around Rs 80 they say. As a resident of Ashok Vihar. 
crore have been allotted for the construe- put it. “(f the government provides them 
ii<m of community toilets. Delhi's heal* with loilets. it will amouni to regulahs- 
th minister. Harshvardhun, told Sun* ing the slums. This should not be allow* 
oay: "Providing slum-dwellers with ed to happen Moreover, a;haggi near a 
community loilel.s. called .Sulab Sau- residcmialcolony will always be a sour- 
diaJays. i.s high on this government's ceofnuisanccar^muchbiUerness,*’ 
pnonties. We are going to invest an Rui Manjil Singh, who has studied 
amoum ofRs 80 cTorc for the purpose" the problems of ihe slums for many 

About 35 such saut halayas arc to be years differs. He says. ”Thc middle- 
commissioned by the end of this year, 
but ii is doubtful whether the Delhi 
govcmmeni will be able iu meet ihis tar¬ 
get. So far. only nine community toilets 
are ready and construction of another 
109 are m progress. 

(n addition, Delhi's Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BiP) regime has plans to introdu¬ 
ce another 68 mobile toilet vans 
(MTVs). Cyan Chard, the BJP MLA 
from Patparganj. says that he has been 
asking the Delhi administration to con¬ 
struct these MTVs fur quite some time, 
bui nothing was done about it. He says 
lhat these mobile toilets would cosi the 
government R.s 3 lakh each and they 
wou Id go a long way i n sol vi ng the sani - 
lary problems in the slum areas. 

But there seems to be an oppusltion 
building up to the BJP government's 
plans. Many cidzens have argued that if 
slum-dwellers are ^uvided with such 
facilities, it will only encourage these 
encroachers to stay on. Efforu should be 
mode to evict them and resettle them in 
proper places, not to allow them to live 

•(KOAT'S 


Plllh ftrtwi Ml mr Iht plict M a Otilil $Iim: addMi to thi aloary ol the 
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Mukhiar of Bori village in Mihai ashtra 


The numbers game 


LOTTERIES CONTINUE IN FULL SWING IN DELHI'S SATELLITE TOWNS 


who won ISmilBoopoundsinadrawin 
the UK recently.) 

By the end of (be day. however, what 
most of (hem did wav buy a bottle of 
liquor lo drown their losses, till the next 
day and another dnw, 


Till (be Delhi government decided to 
enforce the ban on ihe slate lottery on the 
eve uf the new year. Thai, too. after 
much pressure and persuasion. 

It was on 21 December, 1994. that the 
chief minister of Delhi, Madar> L 4 I Khu* 


rana, announced the prohibition on this 
social ntalaise. A dccisicm not only 
endorsed by his own party but also 
applauded by the leader of ihe Opposi* 
lion in the Assembly, Jag Pnvesh 
Chandra of the Congres$<I) and Ramvir 


The Delhi government imposes a ban on lotteries — but stockists find 

a way out 


Looking at it dispassionateiy. Mttna 
Singh '5 death in April last year. Just 

another caxualry of the times, soon to be 
forgotten. Her three brothers. Surinder 
Singh, Balvinder Singh and Juendrr 
Singh, drove their sister lo set fire to her- 
self iff Ea'ti Delhi Their pernkums 
logic: being unemployed, they t ould not I 
indulge their addivtum — i**tier\ 
tickets, by extension, thetr dream\ td 
wealth. Unable to hear their i rmstant 
demand for numey, Meena h u.v fon rd 
into the most drastic of decision y 

Talking of death. Sohan l^tl. an auto- 
driver com/nitted sucide in April us 
his crtdiiffrs were threatening him with 
dire consequences if he could luH ct>me 
up with the money he borrowed. JmI had 
borrowed extensively to indulge his onh 
ohse.ssinn — iuttety tickets. Alreiuh in 
debt, he had .slipped further intii the 
morass, till death hesame the imly alter~ 
mixiVr. The sole breadwinner of the famh 
ly, he left behind him his ageing mother, 
his wife, and three children who wt}rkas 
domestic kelps in a hospital. 


UMDAT 1 













Singh BidhurioftheJanaii Da]. On 4 Febnary. a hugr kfttery Mali 

As the Delhi finance minister, Prof will have been inaugurated in Katan 
Jagdish Mulchi. told Sunday, *'lf any Pahari in Fruidabnd. At ihe famous Bata 
one still displays a board reading lottery Chowk in the same city, more than 100 
bazar, he might have to pay ermunerei^ stalls are doing business. As a lottery 
rent taxes for the last thfM years. For this stockist, who owns Rhamii Lonery 
purpose, we have direct^ the Delhi Agency, confirmed, ”Wr are doing go- 
Development Authority. New Delhi odbusiness. since Delhi hanneoihelot- 
Municipal Corporation, Municipal Cor* tery. Pestle are ihmging faridabad. 
poradon of Delhi and the Caiucmment Gurgaoneic Our business has jncieased 
Board to cancel Tezbazari rights (which by mon than 50 per cent.' 
gives permanency rights to temporary 

stalls) if anyone is found selling lottery is fascinating, however. i> ihat 

tickets," Twit is not only the haxe-nots hut 

Professor Mukhi further reiterated. we1l*io*do persons like M. Khan, owner 
"The decision toban lotteries has been tak* of five ihm*wheeler autos m Delhi, 
en only after assessing the losses to the who. too. pin hopes on the luck of die 

Slate' s exchequer. This is fgwti*. ■ ■- ' .... 

about Rs <90 crore for ^ 

'94-95 and a projected Rs ^ 

110 crore for '95-96. But ICTW Plv 

we are ready to fKe the f" 

losses. There is good rea* fdoK'. 

son not to profit from 

these huge sums. After 

all. wc might have to use v 

the money to rehabiliiaie j 

these poor people" 

"It was imperative for 
the Delhi to I 

levy tax 

on other state « 

is I ' 

because sve cannot legal- « 
ly ban Ihe sale of other 8 


mt 


IVfriV 

i-M; 

r .f y I 


B ut then, one has to be 
really naive to 


Vreally luive to . 

believe that with the ban ucci 

on lotteries, the menace l0S$6i 

would be eradicated. 

Since the ban was 

announced only in Delhi. Mu 

many of the stockists 

have shifted their offices 

to the satellite towns of 

Faridabad, Gurgaon. NOIDA. Sohna. 

Sonipat etc. 

Even in colonics bordering Delhi. 
Ashc^ Nagar for example, the lonery 
trade is in full swing. Agents are taking 
the addicts to (be bordenng areas by bus 
and tempo to buy tickets, ttiou^ efforts 
are mi to stop this malpractice. 

As one enters Faiidabad — the 
industrial hub of Haryana — one is 
struck by the extent to which this 
menace has permeated (he various colon¬ 
ies in (he city. Al the Badaipur border 
itself, which connects Delhi and Farida* 
bad. buildings are being renovated to be 
rented out to the lottery vendors. 


"The decision to ban lotteries has 
been taken only after assessing the 
losses to the state's exchequer," says 
Delhi’s finance minister Jagdish 
Mukhi. "But we are ready to face 
those losses" 


house officer (SHO) at the Old Kotwali 
police station, "since it has not been 
decianed illegal here". 

K.K. Mishra, SP, Faridabad. says, 

" Wc al I know (the buying and sel I i ng of) 
loriery tickeis is had. Bui until the Harya¬ 
na Cabinet docs noi take steps to ban the 
lottery, we are helpless. But so far. there 
has b^n no law and order problem aris¬ 
ing tHJ] of ihc lonery trade in the di sirici." 

According to informed sources in 
Chandigarh, the Haryana Cabinet is 
already planning io ban ihe lottery. The 
directorate of Haryana lotteries ii 
being consulted on this. 

Av the Delhi finance minister, Mukhi. 
says. "Wc are dso pursuing the 
- governments of Haryana 

U and Rajasthan, as well as 

(be U n ion government, to 
f ban the lottery trade In 

i ' ^ 

effective, wc are plann*. 
jf ing to impose section 144 

< jl (banning the assembly of 

ti more than five persons at 

lA a place) in Delhi. Chief 
W minister M^an Lai Khu- 
' ^ ^ Governor 

k ^ P.K. Dave and commis¬ 

sioner of pc4ice Neenij 
Kaushal to seek their co¬ 
operation. We got the 
idea from the West 
J Bengal governmcm, 

■ when it imposed section 

* 144 in Calcutta and 
1 n3S 24*Piirganas to curb the 

atU^ lottery trade." 


draw. As he says. "Everyday 1 ^ay for 
Rs 5,000-8.000.1 win in some. And lose 
in o^rs. But \ pr^i by Rx 25.000. Of 
course. 1 have the income from the auto 
stand to talfg care of my family." 

But unlike Khan, his fellow addicts 
cannot boast of the same economic 


S&yS The interim verdici. 
i G h gi ven I ast year by (he Con- 

stituiion bench presided 
3C6 over by former Chief 
Justice M.N. Venka- 
tachaliah, set the guideli- 
ftcs of the lottery trade. 
But that was basically to root out the cor¬ 
ruption in the lottery business, 

"The ban is a welcome dec i s ion," said 
Ajay Makcn, a Congres><l) ML A. "Bui 
the government should also see there is 
no ^vate gambling, too." 

Meanwhile, hundreds of volunteers 


soundness. To them, it is a mailer riT of the Lok Abhiyan Lottery Virodhi 


exiiuence. At times, diey even enter imo 
fist fi^ls with the lottery vendors for 
giving them the wremg numbers, thus 
depriving the buyers of what (hey feel is 
their legitimate righi to wealth. 

The police, as usual, is a silent specta* 
tor to ^1 this. "There Is no way we can 
stop this," says Tekka Ram, station 


Arulolan arc stajring demonsirations in 
different pansof the city. Presidem Vjjay 
Coci of this anti-lonery outfit told 
Sunday. "Until loneries are locally wip¬ 
ed out, the ban would be rendered 
ineffective." ♦ 





NEWSWATCH 

Weary of politics 

The coming Assembly elections fail to enthuse the voters in Manipur 





Thercfure. there i& Uuk to choose 
froo) the two main contestants, the Con* 
gres.Ml) and the Manipur People's Paily 
(MPP) While the Congms. in keeping 
with iis image, is harping on preserving 
ihe terriloria] iniegniy t»f the state, the 
MPP. on out-and-out regional party, has 
been talking ^out reviewing the state's 
merger with India in the event of its com¬ 
ing topoAer. Manipur.an cfMwhile prin¬ 
cely state, became part of Irtdia in I 


wmit ekigf aitisUr RUteii 

ICtliMtf ftr 1 CMfrm Wii 
(t 09 )th# Oppoilfifa H nhif 
qjggtlgM tM MMptr't wm%m 

wllh Itdia 


F or al I they care. 1 he people of Mani¬ 
pur would not participate in the for- 
Ihcoming A^seitihly clectirwis slat¬ 
ed for 16 and 19 February. They are 
more concerned instead absHil the strike 
resorted to hy transport operators in the 
stale for the past month-and'a-half. The 
landlocked north-eastern state iscuTreni- 
ly facing an aculv scarcity of essential 
commodities owing lo t)w strike. The 
truckers are protesting against the 
"lax" imposed by the mill- 
rants lielonging to the 
dreaded Naiioiuil Social¬ 
ist Council of Nagaland I 
<N.SCN) along National 
Highway No. 39. Mani¬ 
pur's vital link to the rest 
of the country. 

The campaigning is 
yet to get into top gear 
and ia. in fact, confined to 
door-to-door canvassing 
a)onc. The exorhiiunt rise 
in fuel prices caused hy 
the (ranspoh strike has 
put a dumper on election¬ 
eering. But tiKm; signifi¬ 
cantly. i| is ihe cynicism 
of the voters that has 
come a s a b) D w to Ihe pol I • 
lical pin ICS 

The 12 lakh voters in 
Manipur arc weary of the 
politicians after the farce 
that wib played out ovci 
the past five years. As a 
shopper in Imphal’s main 
trading centre. Thangal Ba7ar. ^mji if: 
""Do I care ifonc or Ihc other puny conics 
to power. All of them arc the same 
concerned only with lining then own 
pockets " 

The lopsy-lurvy tenure of the prescni 
state Assembly has seen as many as 
three chief ministers and several defec¬ 
tions. And even as the politicians were 
indulging in their power games, the 
Kukis and the Nagas were at each 
other's throat for most pan of 1993 and 
1994 killing ai leaM I ,tXlO people in the 
hill disiricts of the state. And in the abs¬ 
ence Ufa Mrong government, there are at 
least 20 insurgent groups operating 
throughout Manipur, today. 


but over the last coufde of years, ques¬ 
tions have been raised fh^m several 
quarters about the decision. 

Among the two main rivals, the Con¬ 
gress faces an u phill Uisk to reU i n Ihe 25 
scats it had Nvon last lime, mainly 
because ihe voters have not forgonen 
how ii had manipulated its way to power 
just a couple of months before elections 
were due. 

Chief minister Rishang Keishing, a 


veteran in Ihc viau*'s politics, however, 
hopes thui an indecisive verdict for the 
WJ-member Assembly would work in 
his favour. A shrewd poMiician. Kei- 
shiflg. .1 fangkhul Naga. is despised hy 
the majority Meiieis. Yet through his 
extensive network, he might just mana¬ 
ge to cobble a woriung majority. 

The MPP, on avowedly pro-Meitei 
party. is try ing to cash in on the sense of 
rescntmeni among the majority commu¬ 
nity and ha.s given a distinct stance to iu 
manifesto accordingly. Asa result, vot¬ 
ing is likely to be on ^nic lirKs. 

There is. therefore, a justifiable fear 
ofviolenceduring (he polls. • 

MMt A MtMa/mplHIl 











Soft on hard cores 

The NTR government tries to make peace with the PWG 


A S ihe 7 7*ycar-oI<J legendary ext re • 
mist leader. KoodijulliS^lhara' 
maiah (KS). walked oui a free 
man Tram (he Mu^iheerabad Jail in Hyde¬ 
rabad Jas( funnigh(. a turbulent era in ihe 
ihree-decade-o!d Naxalitc movemem 

came to an end. - 

Andhru Pradesh chief 
minisier NX Rama 
Rao\ Republic Day deci¬ 
sion (0 release the ailing 
leader came as part of a \ 
package ihe new TDP '. * . . 

(Telugu Desam Pafly) . ^ • 

H»vemment has conceiv • ,' - ^ ^ “ 

cd 10 tackle (he exirem i s( ^ . * ,v 

mn vemeni. The new reg i • ^ 

me feels ihai Naxalism 
should he treated as a 
Vicia-ecooontic' ksue 
rather than a law. c^]f ?^S p4 
and-order pruNcm. 

but the jubiUlion in p.- 
the PWO (People’s War f 
Groupi ranks was ihon* ^ 
lived as the government 
went bock oo its assuran¬ 
ce to treat (he extremist 
convicts and undcnrials 
as political prisoners and 
consider the withdrawal 
of (he ban on the PWG. 

The aggrieved 

NaxalUes in jails and out- 
side launch^ a hunger 
strike on I February and ' 

even threatened to stage 
self-immolation lo have IkMUS 
their demands met. KS i» |ia(] gJin 
himself embarrassed and 


' vv'* V... J 

•' *.< • ' * 

ft ^ 


govemriK'iu's mdecisivencsshasdento- ed Ihricc. the last (ime being m March 
ralised Ihe sioic police. 1^3. 

Morcovvr. hft auM.* of a rCMturcc According to ihe police. KS is rcspcm- 

CTunch. (he NTR gi>vefnincit( hav also sihle for m tcuM .^6 nlu^1e^^. including 
s(uppcd combing oprra(umv m the those of landtc>rJs and policemen. 


movement j Naxalitc-dontmatcd areas 


central | However. 








KS has beeo let ofrbtaiueofhisaieand illness. But he 
bad aliwSt become a nmentit} at the time of his arrest in 
1993 after losing control over the PWG 


(he police lipvc 
noi been able io get him 
convicted in any td the 
cases. And ihis (imc. he 
has Kvn Ici otf because 
of his age and Illness. K.S 
IS said lo hi* sulTcnng 
Irom Park i nstm' s d i scuse. 

Ai Ihe lime *»f his arrest 
in IW. K.S hud ahiiosl 
become a mmeniily aficr 
losing control 0 Nx*r ihc 
PWG. I'lw affairs of (^• 
HWCr resembled ih;ii of 
the Andhra ('ongross 
when rival hninms led hy 
K.^ and his dciracior. 
Oanupaii (Mupixtia Lax- 
man a Ruol held scpurjle 
'plenums' and cx|xllcd 
each oilier from (he party. 

The subsequent pchiKl 
has not been easy for the 
PWO leadership. Many 
leaders surrendered 
under pressure irom 
memhers of their fumilies 
who saw no future for Ihe 
movement. Bclwcen 
1992 and 1994. (he state ' 
police had simk repea¬ 
tedly by seizing ihe 
PWG‘s arms dumps and 
arresting key activists. 


is trying to make amends IWSMWrwangeonirWOVerinerWO However (he repres¬ 

hy joining the agitation —provoked Ihvp 
for Ihe release of his comrades. paramiliiary forces. Observers feel that retaliation leading to the killing of poll- 

The govemmem's new policy has relaxing ihe offensive will help the cxire- ceinen and ML As by the PWG, The 
already paid dividends with about 40 mists regroup and re-arm. vendetta peaked on the eve of the Assem- 

underground activists siiircndering in KS began his ptditical caiecr at the Wy eleaions which left nearly 45»aiv- 
tbe last two months, but ihe «plintered age. of 17 aisd rose in ihe CPI under the isu and 25 policemen, including eight 
Naxalile movement i s still not r^ly fini- tutelage of Rajeswar Rao. However, he Punjab Pt^ice commandos dead, 
shed. Even KS is not in favour of giving opted for a radical line and brtdte away The TDP govcmineni bus managed to 
up the agrarian revolution from the party in 1064. Later, he joined* mollify the PWO lo some extern hy its 

Despite adopting a soft line towards the CPI(ML) under the Influence of populist welfare policies and by curbing 
the extfemists. NTR has not, so far. tak- Charu Mazumdar in 1969. police repression. But il is still Uk) early 

en any definite measures except halting During his heyday, KS was the mosi- to say how the hard-nirc elcmcnis will 
‘encounter’ killings by the police. The wanted Naxalite leader, carrying i price respond toNTR's gesigrex. • 
ban on the PWG Is still in force. But the oTRs 13 lakh on his head. He was arrest- ^ 


ri? 





HERITAGE 


Is the temple doomed? 


The fate of an ancient temple in Bombay hangs in the balance 


■ uid in south Bombay sells at a pre- 
And while ihe sale of any 
■■plot there make« a npple of news, 
when the plot contains an eaisiing rehgU 
ous RH^numeni, it makes waves — not 
just in J^jhtage circles, but everywhere. 

A few wctfk.s ago, people in Bombay 
wen; shocked when a deui fur Ihe sale of 
the 200'yeV'Old Venkatesh Balaji Tern* 
pie, in the Bunaganga Temple com¬ 
plex in Walkeshwar. 
became public. The news 
was that a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) 
had been signed by the 
official trustee with a 
builder for the sale of the 1^9^ 
^.000-sq. •metre plot. 

Not only is the temple 
one of the oldest in the kSfiLjfw 
area, it has been singled 
out for mention in Thf 
Archiifcturai RevtfH fof 
August 1987. published ' 
in London ) because of its 
domed uructure, in con- . 
trasi to the Inangular [ 
roofs of the other tem- 
pies. The Banag^ga ^ 

complex is also the site of ^ 

the annual Banagangug^HCyR 
festival of classical A 

music, when a stage 
erected in the middle 
the Banaganga Unk 

The Venkaiesh Balaji Temple was 
built on a plot of land donated lothe origi* 
nal trust mwe than 2(K) years ago by a 
Ramshenkar Lotlikar. Now. it collects 
the sum of Rs 25.000 every year during 
religious festivals, but the fund has not 
been utilise on the repairs of the temple 
since the time the trust sveni into the 
hands of the official trustees (the com* 
missioncr of charities), 

"The last time the temple was painted 
was ^me 30 ycar^ ugo,” says the pujari 
ChatTc at the temple. "After that, there 
have been no repairs done. We lost pan 
of the land to a bulkier in 1979*80. The 
trust had leased out pail of the land lu 
someyne who had a factory on the adjoi* 
ning premises. He renewed hi% )ea«e and 
sold it (the lease) to a builder with the 
trustees' permisskm. We ined to stop 


the sale of the lease and the floaiing Huor 
space index, that he took from the adjoin¬ 
ing temple plot for a petty amount of Rs 
7.5 lakh, which was given to the trust. 
We went right up to the Supreme Court 
but ihirigs went the builder*s way and he 
hoik 13 floors svhere. initially, he had 
perm i %<ivn fm only n i ne fkiuo." 

The tenants of the temple 
dtu»ntm.\fkiiii. allege underhand dMi* 


the heritage society and the tenant k f ght- 
mg to preserve ihe old temple. 

But, says one tenant. Dr P.V. Joshi. 
"The builder is not going to be ea.sily 
deterred since the land in the urea is a 
virtual gold mine. We want to protect 
the temple, and the dfuirams^thala 
building, which is part and parcel of the 
temple," 

The builder has kept up his stand that 


he only wants the land around the tem¬ 
ple and that he i v will 1 ng to sctil c the ten¬ 
ants elsewhere 

The Heritage Society is taking an 
active interest in the temple which, (hey 
also fed. is being threatened along with 
the land. Asks Sadashev Gorakshar, 
director of the Prince Of Wales 
Museum, 'To whom do the idols and the 
jewellery (in the lemplc) belong, once 
sold?... A question (hat has to be answe* 
red. No trustee has the right to sell the 
temple or the premises since the trust is 
in (he lume of Balaji (the deity)." 

Will land and money claim another 
victim — an ancient monument which 
cannot fight back the advance of modem 
buildings and sensibilities — or will 
henuge win at last? • 


People in Bombay were 
shocked when a deal for 
the sale of Ihe 
200-year-old Venkatesh 
Balaji Temple, in the 
Banaganga Temple 
complex in Walkeshwar, 
became public 


mgs of the now retired official (rustet, 
since the MOU was signed a few days 
before the officia] trustee. S.V. Desai. 
retired without giving any prior warning 
to the pujari or the tenants The case 
came up for hearing on 8 February, with 
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SAIF ALI KHAN 


% stones go, 
this one is 
stranger than 
most. Accord* 
ing lo the 
yjW industry 
gjupcvinc. there was never 
anything wrung with Aumir 
Khan's health, despite his 
hav i ng checked iit ut htupi lal 
claiming a serious heart 
condition. 

Khan was merely trying to 
salvage hts failed marriage 
and get his wife Reena—* 
who had walked out on him 
— back home. Rccna* s ire 
was aroused by Aamir's 


a^air with starlet Mamie 
Kulkami. and she informed 
Aamir m no uncertain terms 
that (heir mamage was over, 
(he pre^iKC of their yitung 
son notwithstanding. 

So. Aamir hit upon this 
novel suJution to his marital 
problems, claiming that his 
heart couldn' i take Ihc strain 
of his career any more. And 
sure enough. the ploy wor¬ 
ked. No sooflur had Re«ma 
heard of his condition than 
she rushed to the huspiul to 
be by hU bedside. 

And. of course, agreed to 
give him another chance. 


AAMIR KHAN 


RAVE£NATANDON 


hose who had 
n predicted that 

I r 'he Saif All 

U ^^Khan-Amrita 

Singh mama* 
ge wouldn’t 

Iasi even a year, must he eai* 
tng their words nght now. 
For. not only are Dingy and 
Saif together after a couple 
of years of wedded Miss, 


they arc even on their way to 
becom i ng proud parents — 
and there can he no better 
indk'istionof a strong marria¬ 
ge than that. 

Both Saif and Amrita arc 
eagerly looking forward to 
that happy event, and no. 
they have no preferences as 
to the sen of the unborn 
baby. 


e didn’t realU 


riryi se that when 

U Ak,hay 

V^LAJ ^ KumarcnxKi- 
ed Tu I'hfrz 
htkii hai ma%f 
most lo Ravecna Tandon, he 
wasn't juM performing fra 
the camera. Tlie sexy 
Akshay's feelings wck for 
real (not reel) 8.s t s apparent 
from recent events. 

We refer, of courw. to the 
Raveena Tandon* Akshay 
KI imar Inve afTair which hu.'t 
been the talk of the town 
over (he last month or so. 
Hie two evidently became 
very close while performing 
for some star show b abroad, 
when Raveena was without 
her then steady boyfriend. 
Kama! 5 adanah. and A kshay 


had left his lady love. Pooja 
Baira. back home. 

But instead of petering out 
when the two stars came 
back home, the romance 
endured. Not surprisingly, 
this spelt the end of the 
Kamal*Raveend and 
Ak.shay*Pooja relationships, 
even as the Akshay •Raveena 
love story proceeded lowar* 
ds a happy ending. 

Rumours have it that the 
ending may be even more 
happy than we had ihoughi 
easier. For those close to 
Kumar and Tandon insist 
Lhai the two are planning to 
get married, and that (heir 
familieshavc given Iheircon- 
sent to (he match. So, wedd* 
ing bells irwy nng out sooner 
rather than laier. • 















AN ACTOR AND 
A GENTLEMAN 


Sixty-one years after he first faced the camera, Ashok Kumar 
continues to add to a lifetime of achievement 


Ii 2M January, 1934 — Ajj first 
day in fr/mi of the caifura. The ftreme- 
paint had t;</w on. but a had bten appli¬ 
ed all ton reluctantly, ft clear that 
Mr Catij(uiv had not entirely made up 
his mind whether he wanted to he there 
or not. He was uncond^ortahle. nervous 
and uiuurr. 

Vneomfortahle beicuse he knew act- 
j inz was a bad precession ^ those days 
I the only people respeeted in the industry 
were the lechnictans. Aciinz wa.\. appa¬ 
rently, left to call-xicls. prostitutes and 
pimps. 

Mr Canpuly was there by accideni. 
The hero of the film. Jeevan Nayya. had 
deserted at the last moment and the 
Bombay-Talkies bass. Himanshu Rai 
undOevika Rani, the heroine of the filmy 
hud bezx^d him to bail them nut of the 


Wen —for the dialogue to 
(hen jump. 

The Villain. Masu. was trying to mot 
est Uevika Rani, the heroine, and Mr 


Ganguly was retfuired to come to her 






"One can’t find perfection" says Ashok 

Kumar, "since no one is perfect. But to 
struggle for perfection — that is what is 
important" 

mess. Ever the gentleman, Mr Oanguly 
agreed. But he had a cofuJition: no one 
.should know his name. Rai complied 
and he was tailed Dev Kumar in that 
film. 

Mr Ganguly couldn U help wondering 
what his parents would think of him and 
how his friends would react to his becom¬ 
ing an actofj when he was ordered to get 
ready for ihebhpw. 

Mr Gangukf-flimhed on to the win- , 

Unfortunately, he did li too soon. The 
camera had started rttlling and. <ptite 
forgetting that he had to count Pit ten. he 
jumped. Throwing the villoin on one 
side and the heroine on the other. 

A shaken Mr Ganguly picked hsmxetf 
up. digested ihe director’s abuses and 
muttered on apology. The villain, 
however, would take longer to recover- 
He hod broken his teg in four places. 

But there wo r a bright side to the dis- 

(iow On tn€ sfcona jiO^^ fnt stt. int 
director that off his instnsotit^. “Wait 
for the sound and camera to sM. Count 

ii i . ■ 1 

aatof Qj Jar as Ganguly was concerned: 
trUB/ifU^l^^m scrapped. At least 
for tnflU^jiffknih.’i. 



someone who was hterally 
precipiiMeij into the film 
indusoy. Ashok Kumar (as 
Mr Ganguly is bener known 
today) has shown mnarkable 
resilience. Last year, the octogenarian 
completed 60 years to Ihe profession 
and today he is one of the legends of 
Hindi cinema. In recognitioo of his con* 
iribution to the industry, Screen- 












•gnoAV*} 


Panasonic racenily presented him with 
their first lifetune achievement award, 
an Indian approximati(M of the Oscar. 

"When I joined films, the (luabty of 
Hindi cinema was so bad that t Msed to 
lau^ at the acting," Asbok Kumar 
recounts today. "In fact, I hardly ever 
saw any. ) p^erred English movies, 
they were so natural. Our actors would 
simply move and shake their hands 
around. Thai was acting then.” 

Ashok Kumar was certainly not 
going to be counted among those hams. 
He ran the risk of d^ing acting norms, 
but he cared little. His logic was simple 
he didn't want to be there in the first 


Today, when I look back c» the road 
I travelled for 60 yean." he reminisces. 
*I ask myself. ‘What has been my <hiv- 
ing (oncT One can‘i find perfection — 
no one is perfect except himself— 
but to struggle for it is important.' 

A shok Kumar' $ long sii nt i n the induS' 
cjy has been a fascinating one. From 
ihc shy. hesitant Brahmin youth of/IcA* 
hut Konya, besotted by the enchantmg 
Harijan girl, Devika Rani, cooing Main 
ban ki chiriya r-r-e, to the 

idealistic doctor of Hoai^ Bqjare, to the 
sex-crazed old man in Shaukten. there 
have been many faces to Ashok Kumar. 


pla;e. so it hardly mattered if be didn’t 
clicL As l<mg as he was going to have to 
face the copiem. he was going to act 
'natural'. 

"There was no one to leach me 
acting." be says, "so I had to leam iheart 
myself'. 

It says something about Kumar's 
devotion to the art that he adds, "In fact, I 
am still learning." 


locluding the lesser-known one of the 
nimnuker. Ihe young man 'tdto started 
off 8$ a laboratory aasi&tani ai Bombay 
Talkies, later went oi to handle 

the camera and edit film. But it was not 
behind dye scenes that the reluctant acioc 
was destined for fame, but in the glare of 
arc-lights. 

While Ashok Kumar started hts act¬ 
ing career with Jeevan Nayya in 1936, it 


was the trend'Sening jubilee hit. 

Konya, that propelled him to suirdom. 
The Ashok Kumar-Bombay Talkies 
association churned out successive hits 
including Kangan. Bondhon, ^aya San- 
sor. JhooUt and Kismet. 

In 1943, following the death of 
Himanshu Rai. his mentor-of-sorts. 
Ashok Kumar dissociated himself from 
Bombay Talkies and established Fil- 
misian along with Sashadhra Mukher- 
jee. The bond with Bombay Talkies, 
however, endured. He soon renewed his 
association with his favourite film set¬ 
up and went on to produce such diverse 
projects as Mashaal. Songmm. Muqad- 
daruulMaa He had, by then, become a 
most hankaNe lead actor. 

In the Fifties and Sixties, the actor add¬ 
ed to hjs already nch repertoire with 
Oeftiar. Bhut Shut, Parineeia. Bandish 
and ChaUi Ka Naum Caotii. From then 
on. there wa« no looking back for Ashok 
Kumur. 

Criucal acclaim quickly followed on 
public approval, and he picked up tw o 
national awards: for B K Oopra’sGM/n- 
rah. in 1952. and then for Hrlshikesh 
Mukher^'sAaihiVwYioif in 1968 

Meanwhile. Ashok Kumar, the hero, 
had begun to age gracefully. He slipped 
smoothly into the rrKxild of 'character 
actor' — playing the comic conman of 
Victoria So. 2C1J. the loving father in 
Af I lU und the head of a loony Pars) house¬ 
hold in Khasto Mentha, with equal 
aplomb. 

And then came the prized award: in 
1986. Dada Mont wu honoured with 
(he Dadasaheb Phal kc A ward for ht$ out- 
standng contribution to Indian cinema 
(hixwgh five decades. 

49^%ome to think of it. my father’s 

^^astrologer frierHi. Ram Charon 
Lai, had predicted that I was destined to 
make It big His calculations went a little 
awry, though-^ be said I would become 
a chief j usuce. Of course, he couldn' i be 
Mamed." says Ashok Kumar, "because 
wc came from a family of lawyers and I 
had been packed off to Calcutta to study 
law". 

In Calcuaa. the thought of joining 
fi Ims—then as a director—fi rsi cross¬ 
ed his mind aAer seeing t>vo Bengali 
films —Chandi Das and Puran Bhagui. 
Naturally, bis father was upset by his 
plans, but Ashok was able to convince 
him. "Already, there are five lawyers in 
the family." he reasoned. "And if Mail m 
films, I'll take up law," he also promised 

As it so happened, not only did Ashok 







Kumar find fame m the industry, but he 
also paved the way for h» younger bro¬ 
thers’ — Anoop and Kishore — entry 
into films. Tht trio even went on to act 
together in the evergreen Chalfi Ka 
Noam Ciaudi While Afvxjp's career won 
short-lived, Kishore weni on to become 
one of the greatest singers ici ihe industry. 

Npt that their elder hmiher was not an 
accomplished singer himself. K;w 
people know that it is uctualJy Ashok 
Kumar, and not Bahu Sehgul. who gave 
us our first rap number; Rati aaadimk. 
ruk. ruk. 

And wh ilc we arc all ii hj fam i I iar with 
Ashok Kumar the Him personality, few 
know of Kumar, ihe doctor, or the pain- 
ter. He spend.s considerable time puin- 
ting, .some of his works adorn ihe walls 
of his house, displaying u natural Hair 
for colour. And homoexiputhy. his uiher 
Uivc, is Ihe area in which he has busied 
himself these days. 

Hts interest in homoeopathy — like 
acting — wait also kindkd by accident. 
“In IW." he says. I hadtakCTmy wife, 
who was suffering from a Jung problem 
and had reduced frtim 140 to & pounds, 
to Bangalore for a break. T’hot’s when an 
elderly man. who introduced himself a.s 
a homoeopath, joined us as we sat eating 
at (he table. In the course of the convcr&a- 


THE ASHOK 
CHUKKER 

A romd^up of his 
better-known films 

Achhut Kanya (1936) 

First of the Ashok Kumar hits. 

A love story about a doomed 
inter-caste relationship. The 
film starred Devi ka Rani i n the 
role of a Harijan girl with whom 
a young man falls in love but is 
forced to .surrender in the face 
of social disapproval. 

Kismet (1943) 

Showing the actor in a tender 
transformation from a chmioal 
to a good man, after his love 
was aroused by a lame girl. A 
lost-and-found tale, but 


(ion. I (old him about my wife’s 
ill-health.“ 

“He gave her some medicines.*' 
Kumar continues, “and my wife actually 
storied responding lo the medicines in a 
few dayV. I asked him lu teach me homo¬ 
eopathy and he said I must read about 
anatomy and physiology. I brought 
books on the subject and linished read¬ 
ing them in a matter of twi> weeks and 
went back to him. He was so impressed 
with iny effort ihai he gave me more 
books. And gradually, I sumed practis¬ 
ing on my servant and myself, too.* 

In fact, he went on to get a formal 
degree in (hat Held of medicine ‘Actual¬ 
ly. I am Dr Ashok Kumar but 1 don'l 
write my name so.‘ he adds, “My first 
case was a Id-ycar-old girl sulTering 
rmm polio and gangrene who had been 
told by a Nvell-known surgeon that (he 
affect^ portion of her leg hud lo he 


amputated, and that there was a chance 
(hat she would not survive the operaiiMi. 
I had never treated gangrene before and 
(his was a particularly difficult case. But 
her fad)cr insisted thai I do something. 
So 1 prescribed four medicines and (he 
next day, the blackness in her legs start¬ 
ed reducing," be recounts. 

Kumar then risked removing ihe girl 
from the hospital a day before the opem- 
tion — ignoring the doctor's warning 
that that would kill the psitient. Pm (he 
next six months, he treated the patient 
and she was cured of botli the gangrene 
and the polio. Bui A^hok Kumar insists 
that he had only presenhed medicines 
for gangrene. ‘I am still trying to find 
out how I cured polio." he wonders. 
"Quite incredibly, I luter cured antither 
girl w ho had cancer of the .siomuch." 

He concludes his ama/ing talc with 
"Of course. I was nni always successful. 



A vtetujirofdwiaMtlo Mm on the Mti of Mg fboor 


remaricable because of Kumar's 
uosendmental depictioo of the 
triumph goodness over evil. 

CtidUi Ka Naam Gaaoi (1998) 

A hilarious, rurnbustious 
comedy also featuring Kishore 
and Anoop Kumar. * We just 
played ourselves in the movie/ 
reeijis Ashok Kumar, 
describing their rendition of a 
.story (hat featared three 


brothers who go from escapade 
to escapade. 

Guffirali (1963) 

In this film he enacted the 
mature, complex role of a 
husband who suspects his wife 
(played here by Mala Sinha) of 
infidelity. Kumar's depiction of 
a grim, joyless barrister, blind 
to his wife's real needs, set a 
mark in Hindi film acting. 








PCfISONAUTY 


For insiance. I failed 
to cure a similar case in 
Delhi. Not that I've siofip- 
ed (Tying, though." 


F or all his success. 

however. A&hdc 
Kumar has been haunted 
by ajinx."(was bom on a 
very unlucky day: Friday 
the li^lh. the day when 
Chriil wav crucified," he 
tells you. "And all my Tir* 

Sts’ have gone bad. Take 
(he very day 1 was horn. 

My grandmother came 
running down the stairs 
wj th c xciicmenl. and slip- Asl 
ped. She hurl her head ^ 
and never came hack lo DFS 
het senses." 

Well, that was only io 
he the first of a string of 
disasters "Next, when I grew 

older arnl was in go to school, (here was 
a small parly airanged al h<ime. The 
teacher had come lo lake me to school. 
Bui Just as we were leaving, the icachei 
tell iind friicUircd his hock. And I didn’t 
go to sc htM »I on I hat day 

Similarly, his ftrsi engogemcni broke 
up because he had joined films. 



*5. 

¥ 


Mamta(1966) 

A remake of the Bengali 
original. UdarPhalgoni. iic^t 
Ashok Kumar in a moving role 
of a sclflc&s man who befriends 
a fallen woman and raises her 


:si* 




Ashok Kumar slipped smoothly 
first into the mould of‘character 
actor’, then father figure 


Such is his supersti¬ 
tion that Ashok Kunuu* 
refuses to attend any Jtfmi 
mahurat. " Every imc 

knows that whatever 
fwhurai I aitend, the film 
never gets compkied. So 
uo OM calls me for a 
mahurai. Even the films 
that I del in. I join only 
after the mahura{ is done 
artdshooijng hcgins.” 

But once (he shooting 
hegins, of CiWTsc. iherv is 
AO Slopping Ashok 
Kumar. To dale, he has 
dorw ncitrly 400 films 
and delivered aay num¬ 
ber of h ns. And even at 
8.T Ashok Kumar is siiM 
very much around. For 
evidence, see Tehkikuai 
on the small screen. 


I grew 



A 




•V. 



WKh RakMh Rothan and Vijay Anand In SttakH$h9ii 


dau^ier like hi sown, teaching 
her uldmately to be |Voud of the 
self-sacrifice of her mother, 

Xhubsoorat(1980) 

Kumar was well-entrenched as 
a faibei figure by this time. The 
film cast him as the 

unders tanding fathCT-in-Uw of 

the toenboyi^ heroine (Rekha). 
who supports her in 
transforming a grim, spartan 
household intoabomc full of 
warmth and affection. 


And going by his show'Mealing 
appearance a( the Scrccn-PanoMmic 
Awards night on 29 January. Dada Moni 
has lost none of his wit ot charm. After 
completing the customary thanksgiving 
xpccch on receiving the award, he ucdioJ • 
ly come hack u> announce with the all- 
loo-famiiiar grin that look years off his 
fopc; *1 am holding a nude woman in my 
hands (a refinance to i he slat uciic presen • 
led lo him)... I hope she comes lo life at 
night?" 

And all those who he had entertained, 
through years of Iruly brilliant ciftcma, 
hoped that all of Ashok Kumar’s wishes 
would come true. • 
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ALKING 


it’s shoes that are making a 
fashion statement 


hv Nhoe industry has literally 
pul its best fCHit forward. And 
the Indian 4'iislumer in now in 
for m unaccusKmwd mat for 
his lect, with a range ofbiKitN. 
sundals. plMforms, ballcrinuv. brtigues 
and slip*ons available in jusi Ihe 
designer colour he might wani. While 
for ihc wcll-hccleJi ihc demand is met 
by Woodland. M'cscos. Phuenix. 
Wsisan. DA A ami .s j mi lar brands, the fun 
csile rcquirvmcntN are being met 
through (heir lesser priced ranges, 

'\Shoes/ says Harkiral Singh, owner 
of Woodland, one of the biggesi players 
in Ihe market (uimuver -• Rs 45 cnireX 
"wil I Hjn be sold 1 1 ke tiKXhpaste 1 n kec* 
ping with the fashion reyohiiion. there 
are going to he a < »f them artnind." 

DeepakBahl.OM. WasanSlKicsliur' j 
nover R.s 12 cforcK concurs, "Money n 
no problem today. People want U> nuke 
a fashion siuicmeiU through ilicir shoes, 
much like thnxigh any other piece of 
apparel." 

Branding, feel many, is another rea¬ 
son for the spurt in shopping fiv shoes. 
"Thca* is designer clothing, designerper- 
fumos, even designee 4itM and rice, so 
why not Uwes?!* asks Asif Siddniui. ' 
who has the shoe franchise for l.u^* 


murl, ime tif Delhi's most pctMigkius 
stores His sales fur the up*niafici 
brands have spirtdied almost lcn*fold in 
the la.st coujHc of years. (Mts,s Universe 
Sushmiia is his loyal cmslomer. and 
thal may have helped his sales along.) "I 
get iccnyho^tcrs walking in and asking 
for the moM expensive pnirx" says Sid- 
diqui with salisfaction. 


A ll this ebullience, mind you. when 
noe can't buy any of the u*p> 


of'ihe'line men's shoes for kss than Rs 
1,000. M'esetR retails between Rs I.UMl 
and Rs 1.500 for a pair, ditto fur 
Woodland, while Wasan and Phoenix, 





Hufkirat ftinght owour of Woodland: brtgl 


ly formal' range for men where lags will 
range iniirnidalingly, one would have 


ennsideredjust a notch below, hover bet- ihoughi helwcen Ks 2.000 and Rs 
ween Rs 800 shJ Rs 1.200. 2.500. Even (he women's ranges will 

Soon. Woodland is launch i ng a 'strict' cost aruund Rs 1,200 whi Ic (hose for the 








re is designer afla and rice, so why n( 


A M 















Coimci I, the growth will conti nue at this 
acceicntfed pace for some time. 

Almost predicubly. ihere k frencik 
activity to puJi production and sales. 
For instance. Woodland, which was a Rs 
30’Crore oucfii in *93. quadrupled pro 


kiddies will be nothing less than Rs 700. 
D&A, loo. has plans for hi^-fashion 
footwear for wMnen ranging between 
Rs l.OOOandRs 1.500. 

With such money at play, it is hardly 
surpriiiing that tiK Indian footwear 


industry is a Ks 4.(KXk;n>rc venture 
today. Even more than the phenomenal* 
ly growing pharmaceutical industry, 
which is poised at K.s .1.980 crore. And 
acciTding to the Leather Pruniociun 

alf SMdliiul, franehlMt 


(luctinn and cl inched R s 40 
crore In their la.si financial 
year. CMt A‘t figures have 
leapt fpxn Ks 8 to Rs 10 
crore. and even Wasan 

.Shoes, which 
was earlier 
ixmcentrating 
on the export 
maihel. is 


now going 
the whole hog 
for the 

domestic nwtkc 
With its two 
factories in Agra 
increasing to four 
very soon, the company 
bo^ to double ils pres* 
ent production of cine mil* 
Ikm shoes. 


I n keeping with the 
large stdtcs. there are 
massive ad budgets too. 


Woodland, which practically took the 
rrtaricet by sinnn through its marketing 
bUukrieg. intends doubling its figures 
from Rs 1.5 crore to Rs 3 crorc this year. 

Wasan Shoes, which hod earmarked 
mwe than a crore for its ad budgci last 
year, is empha.sising the comfori aspect 
of its shoes. Its ad campaign shows a 
crosS'Scciiun of a Wasan shoe (com* 
pfeic with its 'thermoplastic mbher*. 'a 
breathable sole* and 'leather acclinutis* 
ed to the rough liuJian weather*) reinfurc • 
ing its superiority over the other brands. 
Phoenix, too. has cashed in on in exposu* 
re by putting up huge billboards through* 
r>ut the city. Tlw ad line is pithy—*Mak* 
mg the competition sweat'. 

There arc more exciting plans afooi. 
Singh of Woodland wants to pul up a 
fashion show ju&t for shoes. ("With so 
much available in the market. I'd like to 
get across to the discerning buyer.") 

This will, ol course, be 
apart from tbc t wo collec * 
lions which Woodland 
intends launching every 
fall and winter styled by 
Italian designers. Close 
on the heels of iliai plan 
will he U) get the latest 
styles from Kurrpe to 
rrKxlcI Woodland's own 
shoes on. LfKiugh materi¬ 
al, one presumes, ftir the 
50 concept stores it hopes 
to open country-wide by 
the year-end. 

A&hcesh Vadcraa of 
D&A has similarly amhi- 
tious plans. He hopes to 
create a niche in the high- 
fashion footwear in the 
martlet. 'There are plenty 
of options in the casual* 
formal range today. It is 
the strictly formal range 
which needs aiicniion.*' 
he says. "Also, for high 
fashion, we've blindly 
been copying designs 
from the West. Our original thinking 
was zilch. Hopefully, that should 
change." Edr this. Vadcraa intends setl* 
ing up h i s own uni Is near Del h i to strict¬ 
ly monitor quality and design highly* 
stylised shoes. Blueprints have been 
worked oat and feelers have already 
been sent to some of the lop European 
designers to borrow technic^ expertise. 


shoes?" asks Asif Siddiqui of Landmark 
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covering for the loot’. Promoted 
with a strong advertising and 
marketing support. 


What the well-heeled are wearing, and for how much 

Brand: M'escos bjllboards across Delhi with the 

Price raftft; Rs 1.000—1.500 ad line 'Making the competition 

From the peopie who believe sweat’, 

that a shoe is 'more than a 


is keen on pulling its socks up. 
coming up with newer designs 
and slashing prices on some of 
its premium brands. 


Brand: Woodland 
Price raago: Rs 1.000—1.500 
Soon, the compartywill 


I nitrctiingly. with so many pUyenhoi- 
fooling their way to success, Bata, the 
traditional giant, is keen lo puJI iLs socks 
up. "We're introducing new styles every 
other month," infonns Anil Kumar, mar¬ 
keting. at ils outlet in South Extension. 
Pev instance. Bata had introduced its up¬ 
market Hush Puppies range for men last 
year, largely to stymie cocnpeiition. 
EvaJite is another new iaunch. And even 
in the ladies range. Marie Claire, which 

had shown a cUsappoiniiog lack of ohgi- 
naliiy in the last five years, is gening 
brand new desigrts. 

In order to stay on its toes. Bata is sla¬ 
shing the prices of some of its premium 
shoes. Its Westminister brogues for men 
are now tagged at Rs 1 .099 insceadof Rs 
1.399. aixl the Weinbrenner fonnal 


range stands cheaper by at least Rs 100 
off on a pair. According lo the admi- 
nistrelkMi. there are more styles and sla¬ 
shes on Ihe way. 


While (he boom augurs well 
for large manufacturers* many 
like Asheesh Vaderaa of D&A 
feel that small vendors will 
find the investment entailed 
by such hi^y-stylised shoes 
unaff'ord^le 


However, while the boom augun 
very well for the large manufacturers, 
many feel that the small ones will be wip¬ 
ed out clean. Explains Vaderaa, 'The 
oew brands of shoes email heavy invest¬ 
ment. which the small vendee will not be 
able to affm). And since (he customers' 
taste would have become very sophisti¬ 
cated by (hen. there will be pressure on 
the sm^l vendor to either go big or get 

out of the market." 

But whatever (he market forces, it is 
clearty a happy situation for the custo¬ 
mer. With so much variety at his dispo¬ 
sal. not ortly will he be in step with 
fashion, (though not on a shoe-string 
ludfet). he will be gening good 
quality 10 boot. • 












SHUeHAAQUPTA 


For girown-ups only 

DD reveals a disconcerting bias against children's programmes 


Now children, said 
the lady in brijhi- 
orange Up^tick. 1 will 
(ell you about a pond. 
In this pond there are 
many fishes. The 
fishes arc very nice. 
One day what happened, children, (he 
fishes... 

T\\c story uflhe fishes was (old by the 
Urighr Orange Lipsiick in a steaiiy 
drone, wiihout any change of lone and 
infection, and without 
any awareness of the audi* 
ence Tlie accent was 
straight from ihe heart of 
huticf chicken couniry. 
and the lady had clearly 
never been taught httw to 
quantify fish. 

She was buck aguin. 
this lime in Night*red lip* 

Slick, rcialing a Greek 
(ulc nl triendship and 
making a royal hash of it. 

Childrens progranu 
mes have never been j 
priont) sector for media 
managers despile the 
speeches wc hear about 
bcitenng’ them. The 
situation hasn't changed 
much since the days 
when Tahassum would 
sit around a garish set and 
preach hnghUy at a 
bunch of painfully over¬ 
dressed kids. 

LKMirdurshon's even¬ 
ing .nIo( for children is 
Mill content with gening 
Master Raju to play the 
labia, or Miss Gccta to do 
A kaihak dance. For variation, we 
might get a group of Rajus and Geetos 
hopping about stilly behind hideous 
maskv pretending to be rabbns. deers 
(oops, decri. Or soineiimes, dahlias or 
sunflowers. 

Preen Sagar has sung along with kids; 
sohas Sharon Prabhakar. Vivek Vaswa- 
ni has produced a slick, up-market .scien¬ 
ce pMgramme. There have been attem¬ 
pts ai Vit Magic Lamp sort of program¬ 


mes* recentlv there wav faram Tu 
(which didn't quite work), and the much 
more successful fictional animated seri¬ 
al PotU Baha Ki XorAn. There has‘e been 
serials, witii children as the principal 
playcn. made by Amol Palekar, Sat 
Pat^jpe. Manju Naih and some other 
dedicated professioruds. And also seve¬ 
ral other programmes, some good, 
others truly awful But they've never 
run in tandm. It has always been a case 
of » occasional met programme perk¬ 


ing up the kiddie sloe which then relap¬ 
ses into obscurity once it is over. 

The Nall and Centre of Films for 
Children and Young People (NCYP) 
has worked hard fev the last five years to 
identify the Sunday 10 am dot for 
children. 

At a press conference in New Delhi 
last week, while introducing a hrund 
new film produced hy NCYP (directed 
by TV and film artiste Annu Kapoor. 


starring Nana Paiekar, Benjamin C i! uni. 
Moonmoon Sen and three Children), 
chairperson Jaya Bachchun expressed 
trtpi^no*! uhoiii a possible take-over of 
the Sunday morning slot. 

irs nw 3' if NCYP has created 
enough software lo sustain uxi many 
hours of children s programming (its 
biggest successes have been such 
impiuis as Jmigif Brvit and Alice In 
Wcmderhnd dubbed in Hindi) but at 
least It's trying. 


ai us: ycoh. wc arc more 

focussed, more career onemed (than the 
previous gcncriHion). 

What s wrong with money? What's 
wrrmg with going around wjih a 
gifl/boy? There was a lot more of the 
same son of thing, snupplly done 

And on Purush Uliclni Prill sb Npruly 
was telling a siudio audience that there 
was nothing wrong in having sex. ami u 
lot of it. • 
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AU pmg coitferaice io New Delhi, 
while isdiNiDcinianrwiniB 
produced bj NCYP (direcM by 
Amm Kapoor, starring Naot 
Patekar), etairpersoa Jayi 
BachdiaD exprtsMd aptMThcosioRi 
about a possiWe take-over of the 
Sunday morei^ slot 


Programming for 
young adults is another 
area wltidi has been 
addressed in fits and 
Marts. It's mid that this 
strong viewing segment 
has never been consistent * 
ly largeiud once in a 
while, a 'youth program¬ 
me’ comes along, and 
yoL see young faces and 
hear their wiices. Then, 
theft's a long silence. 

Breaking Ihut silence 
this week is a new pro¬ 
gramme. Youth Quake 
I Saturday. Metro, 7 30 
pm), direeled hy Punkaj 
Gupla. The first episode 
shoots rapid-fire opinions 
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Film magazines are 
forced to write, 
month after month, 
about stars who just 
don*t twinkle. Thus, 
editors are forced 
to organise strip 
sessions in which 
the likes of Mamta 
Kulkarniare 
photographed 
topless for their 
covers 





ed to puhifsh such 
phoiogfuphs? 

In '4 »ay. wc can*c 
blajTK them loo. They arc 
fcvcvd 10 write, month 
after month, ahuui stars 
who just don’t twinkle. 
Kftw. pwk/ newcomers, 
even before a single film 
of ihcir's is released 



arc made to talk on open sex, AIDS, the 
costing couch and so on. Not being inter* 
esting per%onalihes. their comments faU 

nu. 

Thus editors arc forced to organiite 
strip sessions. The TKshna story was 
headlined; 'A Sex Bombshell Explodes* 
and was loaded with inane observations 
from the starlet who obviously ha^ a Iwt)* 
digit IQ. She always signed good films. 












always spumed the cviing couch, never 
had affain^. didn't feel a thing with a 
strange man's hands on her breasts and 
would nther '*make love" than "have 
sex"! How touching! 

Madam Trishna was definitely on the 
plumper side and the piciure.s bad ver> 
little aesthetic appeal. Omar Qureshi, 
ihe Siardust editor was quoted as 
saying. "I think it was a uce picture. If 
Michael Jackson's sister can do iu why 
not Trishna?" If Mr Qureshi cannot dU- 
linguish between the avsets of Tnshna 
and Janet Jucksvm. he should gel his eyes 
tested. And fast. 


Prabhakor and dtat senior players need 
not be told whai to da are con¬ 
tradictory staterrvnLs and \ hope Chat our 
cricket writers would get Azhar s views 
on the Mancy inierview. Come on. 
Harsh Bhogle. get going. 

Freedom of 
expression? 

Suman Kumar Jha. in a teller publish¬ 
ed in 77ie Pioneer, came down heavily 
on the ctmscience-kecpea of the nation. 
He meant, joiu^isis. iha accus¬ 
ed Jounwtisis of being earned away by 
hysteria generated by politicians. This 
coloured (heir writings which became 
^*dHiahlc. Kcfemng to some of the 
Pimierr regulars. Jha pointed out that 
K anchun Gupta wou Id never take an anti* 


Conflicting 

statements 


* ^ 


Krishna I'niswI's ^ ^ 

explosive interview with * 

Test all-mundcr, Mnnoj | 
huhhukar, predictably. 
has SCI off a chain rcac- IT'S! laj 
lion. Prahhdkar has hcco- k Sy S3 
me a much-interviewed ' 1 ' 

cricketer having to -V^v 7 
answer to the sanie kind 
ut questions. The happen¬ 
ings at Kanpur, Nagpur 
und Mohali uiv being 
recrcuied Liguin and again. 

Krishna Prasad asked ^ 
the nghl questions und ‘ . A 

Prabhakar held very linic ' 
back de.spite some double 
talk. "Did you swea/ ai 

Azhomddin'’" asked Pra* ^- 

sad. "No. What the hell. ><iur. Tm using 
swear words ail the lime. How can you 
hold that against me?" came the answer. 
Well. Prabhakar should know there is u 
lime and place to swear. 

The Indian all-rounder .staled ihm at 
Ihe Kanpur One-Daycr against the West 
Indies, Nayon Mongio. when he came to 
bat. clearly told Prabhakar ihoi they bod 
to pUy out the 50 ovt^. ^ per instruc¬ 
tions from the pavilion. He repeated it a 
second time and Manoj decided to pul 
down (he shutters though he fell that a 
cha&e was still possible, 

A/iturdudd i n had been qtu Hed i n sc vc- 
ral publications saying rto special 
instructions sverc issued to Mongia* 
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BJP stance Nikhil Chakravaniy's writ¬ 
ings prt^gaied his leftist view«, 

"lictMWHnisl -f umed-)oumal isl A run 
Shourie who streaked acruvs the Indian 
journalism scene like a meteor fora boef 
spell, ended up with unfurling the RSS 
flag at Nagpur." The Indian pre^s was 
relatively free, admitted Jha, butpoinicd 
(Hit (hji "not many realise these champ¬ 
ions of rrca;dom could even end up mort • 
gaging their frceiKm of expression with 
their political masters''. 

Most Indian (oumalists think (hey can 
gel away with anything, from ana^ing 
govcnuikmis 10 switching polirical 
loyaliies. If ihcy liMiked omund they 
I would understand how lucky they were. 


Recently, the Singapore government fin¬ 
ed (he htfmationiu Herald Tnhune a 
hefty 6,900 dollars for publishing an arii- 
cle on the intolerant regimes of Asia 
which relied uprm aconiplioni judiciary 
to bankrupt Opposition politicians. 
Singapore was never mentioned in the 
anieW but (hat did not matter. Judge Guh 
who heard the ca» thought otherwise. 

Singapore government has found 
a novel way of punishing foreign puhli- 
cations which carry critkal anicle^. A 
new press law is aimed at the pockets of 
(he publishers and owners and not edi¬ 
tors. With the local press subservient, 
foreign publications which dare criticise 
the government have ihcii circulation 
cut drastically. The new law has been 
invoked against Time, Asian Wall Sireef 
JfHtrrtal wd Asiaweek- 

Replyingtotiw 
quMy as to whether 
he swore at 
Azharuddin, Manoj 
V 'm, Prabhakar replied: 

"No. What the hell, 
yaar, I'm using 
swear words all the 
k tinw.Howcanyou 

■ hoM that against 

f me?" Well, 

--:— Prabhakar should 

know there is a time 
Ik.. . and place fo swear 
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No polltiet pleaso 

The Gtturdiaw (London) recently 
made news when its edibir was elected 
by the ediiorral siafl. Cun such a system 
work in India? Not psissiblc, asserted ihe 
editor of a local publication In our 
papers, everyone wants (o he ihe editor. 
We have more groups thun in any puliti- 

cal party. 

SonK of the O-spininis for the post 
boasted uf 'direct' connect ions wiih the 
management or the political party which 
was in power in the stale Others would 
be ready in wine and dine (he juniors, 
promise them promotions and rai^s. 
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Hie Valley of fear 


Kashmiri militants display their might by exploding three powerful bombs 
in Jammu on Republic Day 


I 


It was indeed a plose | 
shave for the Jammu 
and Kashmir Gover¬ 
nor. Gcfteral fretd) 
K.V. Krishna Ran. He 
was addressing tlw 
crowd from a rostrum, 
erected on the sprawl¬ 
ing lawns of the Mou* 

I lana Azad Stadium in Jammu on 26 
January As he was rounding off his 
Republic Day address, three powerful 
bJasis rocked the stadium in quick sue- 
cesaion. [iight persons were killed and 
over 50 others injured in the incident. 

RCniRNWG FiOM nCMWS or OCATM 


shanering the sotemnity of the function. 

K.V. Krishna Rao escaped with some 
minor ^ises. But his advisor. B.K. 
Goswami, and several senior civil and 
police ofTtcials besides a host of eminent 
citiiens of Jammu sustained serious 
injuries. 

But how were the bombs planted insi¬ 
de the stadium? How did the culpnts 
manage to perce the elaborate security 
network? Or. was it a case of collusion 
with the esiremi SIS? 

While (he answers lo these questions 
would be known only aAer the Central 
' Bureau of Investigation (CBI) com- 

J JAK Covemor K. V. Krishna Kaa 


pleies iu enquiry, right now all those 
who were entrusted with security duty 
on Republic Day are playing a passing- 
Ihe-buck game. The Jammu police has 
held the army responsible for the lapse, 
claiming that the dais was put in charge 
of the security w i ng of the army since 12 
January. But the Governor himself 
thought ihai the state police force is to be 
blamed for the mishap. In fact, Krishna 
Rao even hinted at a police-militant 
neius when he said ihu in the past, 
many cops hod colluded with the extre¬ 
mists. Two superintendents of police, an 
inspector and a suh-inspecior have 


JAMMU di 
KASriWlR 







alreidy been suspended. 

The corrunon belkf is that (he pow^* 
ful bombs had been planted aboui (en to 
15 days before the event, when (he stad¬ 
ium was open to a]l. [ft fact, Jammu had 
witnessed heavy rains during the first 
two weeks of January when all ground 
personnel had abandoned their posts. Ii 
was only after 18 January that (he sccuri- 
ty around the stadium was tighiened and 
policemen decoyed. Some residents of 
Jammu say that they heard (he sound of 
an explosion on the morning of 17 Janua¬ 
ry. It is possible (hat the militants might 
have bwn testing a remote contrd 
.device. 

Explosive experts say ihai sniffer 
dogs and electronic detectors had failed 
to locale the bombs because these were 
possibly planted two feet below the sur¬ 
face and were made of plastic. Colonel 
SuRdaram, perhaps the country's best- 
known explosives expert and who has 
been given (he task of identifying the 
bombs (hat went off in Jammu, is the 
opinion that contrary to popular belief it 
was not RI>X. hut another form of plas¬ 
tic device that was triggered off by a 
remote control mechanism. 

Colonel Sundarvn. who visited the 
site of the blast (he very next day. said 
that the penons who triggered oft' the 
exploriOAs with remote control devices 
ne^ not necessarily have been present 
inside the stadium. The remote contml 
rTKchanism was so suphisiicaied that it 
could work from a distance of more than 
500 metre. 

But other agencies involved in the 
investigations feel that (he militants had 
managed to sneak into (he stadium des* 
pite the tight security. This, they say. 
was possible because some of the securi¬ 
ty personnel on duly connived with the 


SHAHERING THE PEACE 


Uwldtttffltd irtmiiiU 
nplodt thm pMtrtil 
beote l«Mt tbB MmIm 
A 2*lltaflliw IndiMWitEI 
JMaqr tm wtrilt BowROf 
Krtslwa Rm im dillMrItti 
his Rspshllc Dty tptsdi 

TlMHih tlM Rotmor 
•scsptd hfttt Inflr bmUst, 
ft iMit fIfM psfsm Mn 
hllMMdoiarUlRlvrtd 
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DC SITE ornc HAST: rhf MoWaw 

A zad Stadium at Jammu 

eumnists. The saboteurs also must 
bsve been helped by some ground staff. 
’The digging of two to three feci at three 
places inside (he stadium cannoi be poss¬ 
ible withoui active connivance of ihe 
ground siafT. a senior police official 
aJmilled 

The blasts also exploded many a myth 
that the state administntion has been 
propagating. Fur the p8s( six months, 
those in wthoriiy have been saying that 
the security forces have all but finished 
off the militanis. The manner in which 
ihe militanis carried out their mission in 
Jammu showb that this is a lie, 

Ccriai n sections of the people arc al so 
questioning the capabilities of the 
Governor. They say (hai if (he militanis 
have managed to inflltraie the ranks of 
(he police force in Ihe stale, il is Krishna 
Rao who is (0 be held morally responsi¬ 
ble for it. 

fn fad. BJP leader Professor Chantan 
Lai Gupta has threatened to launch an 
ugiiaiion if Krishna Rao does not resign. 
"He must go. His prolonged stay means 
loss of more lives*, he said. Janata Dal 
leader Dhan Raj Bhargcara. who too was 
injured in (he Masts, fell that (he state 
should be handed over to the army. Ghu- 
lam Rasool Kar. Ihe Cungivss leader, 
has also demanded the replacemeni of 
the present Govemev by .vomeone 'nHire 
efficienr. • 


Charges 

galore 


Corruption could be the 
clinching issue during the 
Assembly polls in the state 

I With (he Assembly 

\ scenario ho(t> 

I ing up in Orissa« an 

1 anti •establishment 

I surge againxi the ruJ- 

l ing Janata Dal seems 

; L ---1 to be building up slow- 

I ly. Riding ns crcsi are 

corrupiion charges 
’ against Ihe party in power. And Con¬ 
gress. Ihe main Opposition pony in (he 
I slate, has been quick lo gr^ the 
Nippon unity. 

Pradesh Congress president Janaki 
Ballobb Painaik recently came oui with 
a list of charges gainst his arch rival 
Hiju Painaik and his cabinet colleagues. 
Not to he cowed down, the Dal has hit 


UKISNA 


I 


I CHARGC-SHCnBhcW/mm/jfer 

, BijuFurmiik 

back, drawing people's ancnlion to ihe 
graft charges against J.B. Patnaik and 
his erstwhilcmioisierial partners. 

Keedbock from the consdluencleft, 
* however, ^w that the electorate is con- 
I cemed mree about ihe comiption in the 
presen I govemmeni than in the previous 
one. Moreover, the Janata Dal govern* 
^ mum has, so fur. failed lo prove a single 
I charge broughi against former Congress 
I ministers. 











The !9-pagc char{!e-^hee4 by ihe Coo- 
gresis haii acc used B ij u PUrui k hleed* 
tng the poor state while Ihrooith corrupt 
deals and divccling the money lo Delhi 
for his family’s gains li has quesiroficd 
the chief minisicr's role in giving out 
concessions — allegedly lo the tunc of 
Rs 42 crure — to Baibrpur Industries 
Ltd. IBILT). a Thapur group company. 

it has alleged thai Biju’s son. Prem 
Painuik, hiid business links with HILT 
through Huryunu Couted Paper Mill, a 
firm owned hy Prem, It was also alleged 
that Rll.T was favoured with undue 
heneflis hy way of reduced prices of 
hambiH) and land in atkJiiion to tax bene* 
fi Is. Besides, the c hurge • sheet has reveal • 
cd that W) acn* of prime land have 
been acquired in Prem s name at 
NOIDA and Surajkund. near Delhi. The 
price being esiimaicd at Ks 2(K) emre. 
The chief minister has reportedly admin* 
ed this at u pn.'ss conference. Other char* 
ges against Riju iniludc undervaluation 
of properties in Orissa and Delhi, lead* 
ing to evasion ol lax to the tunc of Rs I 
criirc. 

Also, the Conga'ss has highlighted 
that even when ihc CM was drawing a 
token salary of Kc J only, he seemed to 
be lihcral with his election expenditure. 

Referring to Biju's own admission that 
he .spent from his pneket Rs 25 lakh on 
the Kalmga-Bali Yatra io Indonesia in 
order lo bring Indonesian anisics to the 
Konurk festival, the Congress puny wan* 
tc J to know whcrcfrtim he got 1 he monev, 

The charge sheet has alleged that the 
chief m i nisier a hoi i shed the Lokpal i nsii • 
tuliiM) when a case of his involventeiu m 
Ihc Bhubaneswar land scam was going 
to he filed hclorc it. Moreover, olscs id* 
corruption hod already been filed again* 
St Nalinikanid Mohaniy. Ved Prakadt 
Agurwal and Narxsingha Mishra ->• 
three of his cabinet collcaguc.s. 

Besides these three, ihe charge-sheet 
has also levelled serious graft allega* 
lions against imgaiion minisicr Bijoy 
Mohapatra. panchayoti rai minister 
Dam< )dar Raut and reven uc m i n istcr S ur* 
endrunuih Nayak. It has referred lo llic 
indiscTiminalc sale of siaie-tiwncd units 
lo privule firms at throwaway prices. 

However much the state Juxala Dal 
tries to turn the tables on the Congress 
on the corruption issue, these charges 
will no douhi wei^ nuire with the 
voters when the .Mate goes to the polls in 
Marx'h. * 



A UlCKY^PiURl Jayahhrfki und N. T Ranw Roo 

Renewing old ties 


Former cine stars Jayalaiitha and N. T. Kama Kao 
meet in Hyderabad 


J”"" Their ycstetycai 

11 "lucky pair" charm 

apart, the AI ADM K 
dB5W supiemo iavalalilha 

y yKit! W und Ihe Andhra 

11^ yiifl lYads'sh GoUath N.T. 
ANUIIKA Kama Kao seem to 

shaft? u comint mpoliti* 
cal objective — PV 
baiting. Apart fruin sloUng the ego of 
Andhra Pradesh's star couple, iayalali* 
iha. during her ihrcc*day sojourn in 
Hyderahud in end'ianuaj^, did hardly 
anything else. And by doing so, she has 
no (h Mihi consnlidaied her p(^ li ion i n the 
emerging c'onibination of the mm* 
Congres.s parties m the country. 

The slated purpose J<ivalalitha*s 
Hyderabad missHjn was ui monitor Ihc 
progteto of the Tclugu ( raitga Poijcei— 

.which will Iwvist the su|^y uf Jnnking 
water in the Madras eiiy. But she wa.sied 
nooppofluniiyioUikcpot shot sal her tor* 
mentors — the DMK and the Tamil 
Nadu Ciovcnwr M. (lunna Reddy. She 
also extracted a Nanket hicssing from 
NTK fiir all AIADMK endeavours 
against Ihef'onp-ess and for the wcllare 
of the poor. 


Alsu, she more or less ensured her 
h(?nh in the National Kroni which is 
going to be revived wiih Hydeiabad as 
Us hcadquuJieni. Afiera thrcc-hour loiig 
hreuklasl meeting with NTR. Jayalali* 
tha said. *I do not seek. I am alway.s 
sought after.’* 

When It come lo official discussions 
on the Telugu Ganga Project. Jayalaluha 


OLD FRIENDS 


Rieintlf, TmII Nadu eliltf 
nlRlsttr Jsyttalitim went to 
MyOerebed to fflott Andhra 
Pradoeh iddef mlnleter N.T. 
RMialkae 

By revlylnd her ties with the 
TOP teprene, Jiyalalltha 
neyheconielMetInflher 
petition to the emerglnp 
non-Doiifresi eonWoe at the 
notional level 


MCiAT i> lA W 







A VIOLENT REACTION: hunu ivhU-Ie^ of Krri 


Birth pangs 


Environmentalists oppose a Thapar-Du Pont project 


TnwMc wa« kmg 
overdue. When pnv 
leMs firM surfaced in 
I^JO again<u ihe pro¬ 
posed nykm lyre 
chord maruifaciuring 
pi'dM iH Keri, Ihc 
govcmiwni never 
really cared. 

The manufdciuring unit was being 
promoced hy ihe Thopor group wiih US 
conglomeraie B.l. Du Poni de Nemours 
(wiih 55 per cent slaLc ) and j local oul- 
Til called the RcononiK EX'velopincni 
CorporaiKMi <bDC> as panners The 
Indian venture was named Thapar Du 
Vuni himiied(TDL). 

Ohjecitons were raised to sei up the 
plant a 1 its present site as it was consider¬ 
ed hazardM^. It was hicaied close to 


Thing s took a turn for \ he worse on 25 
January when Nilcsb Naik, un activist, 
was killed when the police opened Hie. 
That morning, a group ol'TDI. officials 
were heading lowanSs Ihc plum site in u 
bus. when agilaUirv fonvd them to turn 
hack. Seven hours later, police arrived 
in two vans, complete with riot gear, 
to disperse people who were squatting 
on Ihe road. 

When tear gas shells failed to disperse 
the sionc'pclling rmih, canc ihurgc was 
resorted to. But I his 1 (ki luilcd loconlHin 
the demonsi ruuirs w ho wc rc reported • 
ly RSS cadres — and the policemen had 
to retreat, after abandoning their 
vehicles According to police sources, 
Naik was killed when Ihc police rusortod 
to firing in order to prevent the mob 
friHD setting fire to the abandoned 


showed that she meant business. She ; 
pointed out to NTR that her government 
had al ready paid a sur^us of Rs 72 crore 
towards its share of the project co&t. An 
embarrassed NTR had to take refuge 
behind the usual cdTicialese. saying that 
he would look into the financial aspects 
of the project at a later date. 

Jayalalilha. however, goofed up 
when .she said lliai the project did not 
receive any serious considcrHiion during 
ibc Congress regime. Former Andhra 
Pradesh chici minister K. Vijaya 
Bhaskara Reddy retorted swiftly. amH 
with statistics, th;ii his government had 
ullocuicd more funds than what the 
TeUiguDcsam regime did between (9R3 

and 19K9. 

The Telugu Ganga Project is schedul* 
cd to be completed in the next three 
years. "Wc will complete the prsiject 
somehow", said NTR. resorting to his 
usual r):cioru'S. His faiUia* to com^te 
Ihe project by the year 2(K)0 will lead to 
an inter-state toniroveisy with Karnata¬ 
ka which iw been i>pposing the project. 

ll was perhaps NTR's blessings 
which piompkd Jayalalilha ui speak her 
mind on Iter ongoing haiilc wiihChanna 
Reddy Knriting out to ilic "press inter¬ 
views irt ihc Raj Bhuvan", the A1ADMK 
Miprcnio blaiiK'd Reddy for denigrating 
the Crovernor's olficc. She joined issues 
with NTU who hud already declared the 
Governor's ofricc to he hyputhcticaJ and 
the Centre as a myth. Her remarks have 
only lucllcd hiticmcss in ibe Govcrruir's 
camp and in Ihc Tamil Nadu Pradesh 
('ongrevs 

As <f on cue from NTR's battle of wits 
with the Andhra Pnidcsh Governor 
Kumud Ben Joshi, Jayalaliiha's recent 
bout of ignoring Reddy during Republic 
Day celebrations has added fuel lo the 
contriwersy. Despite her apparent smug¬ 
ness in joining the National Front, 
Jayalalilha is Asperate to become a 
member of the non-Congress combine. 

After he r face off with the Congressm • 
cn in her slate over ihe Wixld Tamil Con¬ 
ference. Jayalal iiha was not confident of 
reviving i el at ions with them, even with 
the tacit support of A ICC president P.V. 
Narasimha Rao. Her aversion for the 
Governor, however, ha< been tempered 
in view of the confused (vospeccs of the 
Congress in the forthcoming Assembly 
polls in northern slates. Jayalalilha will 
surely think twice before joining the NF 
us the DMK has better tics with Janata 
Dal leaders in Delhi. « 

a.#. 


Goa's main drinking water source. 
DcmonsiniKavrelt that the ploni wouM 
lead to serious cvidogical uiihulance. 
Moreover, they pirinicd out u> the im'gu- 
lar transfer of 5(X1 acre of lirnd at a 
throwaway price loTDI. The Indian par- 
tncT^ apparcnil) agreed to provide 
indemnity to Du Pont In case of a mirdiap 
at the fdani. 

The Agihiiiitn hoded over in the mid¬ 
dle of January when Dailarum IX'sai. 
convemv of tht' Anti Nylon 6.6 
CitlTcns’ Action Commiticc (ANCAC). 
was rcp(*ncdly Ninpped and beaten up 
irwidc the police IcK'k up. He along with 
two mhers were Jirvvt^ to fill up two 
trenches dug up hy the pntesters. 


vehicles. 

Tension was patpiible in tiK' aiva Ibc 
rK'xi day when .i Kindli was culled. I hc 
Keri panchayai passcil a resolution nia 
to issue the no ishjccuon certilicate 1i>i 
the project 0\er hnl(-a do/en vehicles. 
Ineluditig a fire lender, were humi m 
retaliation to Naik' s death. 1 he ID I, ptx - 
miscs wav ransacked. 'Ria’C pistols. 11 w 
computers. lw<»tuH machines, including 
tw’osuiieascv full of currency noics were 
reportedly burnt outside ttx' oIIIlC com* 
plea The kisv was csitinalcd al Ks ^ 
eriMV Naik was buried as "Goa's Ins! 
cnvironmsmiul iniirtyr" and wascrcm,ii' 
od on 25 January near the ItKiory gale m 
the pftH'nce ol 5.1KN1 vympaihiscts 
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On 26 January, Gautam Thapar met 
chief minifiier Pratapsingh Rane on 
behaJf of the company but declined to 
spell out what was discussed. While the 
entire state cabinet and the bureaucracy 
were ught*lipped about the whole affair. 
Rane came out in support of the pro^t. 
saying (bat the factory would he closed 
if there was evidence of pollution Bui 
Desai revealed thai Du ^t had no 
answer to the pollution hazards posed by 
the plant. Also, the company did rtot cla* 
rify as to where from would ii draw the 
25.0001i tre of wale r w hich would be nee* 
ded daily. 

The controversy over the pdani had 
been hotting up over the past few 
months. Ii had h^omc an election issue. 
Former chief minister Wilfred D’Souza 
reportedly told the TDL to go slow on 
(he project till Assembly elections were 
over. Maharashtrawadi Oomaniik Party 


TROUBLE AT SITE 


On 23 Jmirv, a parton was 
kllM la a poUea f Mag at Rtf I 

Taa polUa apaaa d lira aa a 
mob protattlag apalaat tN 
aattlabapofatyracbortf 
factory 

Protastars fait tbat tha 
factory woald polhita tbo 
araa.Thafataraoftbo 
pro|Kt 1$ now uocartali 


MLA Kashinath Jhulmi wav initially 
again SI the pr<ijec(. hut later supponcJ 
Ii. He defeated his immediate In^pcn* 
dcni rival Mohan Verenkar who contest* 
cd from the arti'nylon ploirorm. 

Moreover, (he TDL's putting up a 
wall around 23 hectare of evergreen 
land, thereby cuuing off access to a near* 
by temple, angered the local pec^ie. 
The villagers were also irked by (he 
blasting carried out at the plant site, 
which caused cracks lo develop on the 
walls of nearby houses", said K.D. 
Sadhale, an ANCAC leader. 

Reacting to the back la.sh. TDI. munag • 
ing director .Sam Singh said.' Weare sha¬ 
ken by the events." fnteiesimgly, TDI. 
which was (grating from a local hotel 
in Panaji wound up its operation. OffKia- 
I s a'vca led ihai they were si i 11 u ndec ided 
onthcfuturccouDicofaction • 


IVaffic Jammed 


The truck operators' agitation against the NSCN 
extortion racket throws life out of gear in the stale 


In Manipur. i( was 
unthink^le lo go 
againsi the diktat of 
ilv armed guerrilla 
groups. But on 31 
December. 1904. the 
(nick owners and ope* 
MANIPUK rators in ihe stale d^i* 
ded (o Ignore the for* 
midable National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland (Muiv^) (NSCN) and went 
on a strike, slopping supply of all essenii* 
al commodities 

For Ihe past few years, the iruckers 
and bos owners operating on (he Naiion* 
al Highway .39 (imphal*Dim^)ur road) 
had been forced (o pay 'road lu" lo the 
NSCN. And if transporters are to be 
believed, the NSCN ^ been colleciing 
R$ 4 to 5 cnire annually In fact, several 
underground outfits, including the Kuki 
mllitanis. are in this cx ton ion business. 


And the government is aware of this (hri* 
ving rKket. 

But (he NSCN seemed to have an insa* 
liable demand RecemI y. the ban ned nut* 
fit demanded additional protection 
mcmey for goods ferried along the 
Imphal-Dimapur road. Truckers say that 
each of them were told to cough up bci- 
ween Rs 10.000 and 15.000 annually. It 
was then that the Joint Action Commit* 
lec of Transport and Carrier Services of 
Manipur decided to stay away from ihc 
Imphal'Dimapur road and the NH .53. 

Besides demanding adequate security 
cover for the vehicles, ibe agitating 
truckers are insisting on a inpariitc talk, 
involving the slate governments of 
Manipur, Nagaland and the Cenirc. (o 
(htash out (he issue. They fell that ihe 
.Nagaland government should be involv* 
ed as the NSCN was also cstoning 
money in the Nagaland sector. 


A brutal attack 

The municipal commissioner of Raipur is injured while 
leading an eviction drive 


T he new year did not bode well for 
J.K. Jain, the commissioner <jf 
Raipur Municipal CotporaCion 
(RhK). He was beaten isp severely 
on 16 January, and ho^i^ised for 
leading i joint anti*encroachnieiH 
drive by the RMC and the revenue 
depanmeni of the Madhya Pradesh 
Slate government. And all (Ms happe* 
ned in front of pdkemen who stood 
asmuie^ectam. 

Jam was made id sit on (he road 
before being kkked publicly. An 
encroachcr hit Jain on htshead with a 
big piece of stone. The pt^ice was 
aUe 10 nab die as.sailanc 
By&Unden and die RMC staff bU> 
med Mohammed Akbv. furner 
general secretary of the stte Youdi 
Congress and Use preudem of (he Rai* 
pur Khshr Upqj Mandl. Akbar origi* 
nelly belong^ to tte Arjun Singh 
Moc before twitting Ms aHegience 


in favour of (he Sbukla brothers. 

On 16 January. Jain had gone to 
the Modahaptfa area to evict 19 
gumtis whi^ were identified as 
encroachments. A heated discussion 
followed his meeting with Akbar. 
Jaio was aoicked shortly after this. 

RQUOaUP: AJr. Jalnin 



62 












NEWS 



with djre cotiMqueiKYs. even doun, 
unless tnt»pon «<fvke iv resumed 
immediately", they wd. 

With the Assembly ekevtion^ n^und 


STICKING TO MS GUNS: chiffministtr Rishang Keuhing 

However. Manipur chief miniMcf. Mopped but can only be mmiftiiscd evoi- 
Ki.'ihaiif! Keishing has rejected the propo- ed ingry priHests from truckers who 
sal, saying that his govemmem was have labelled hirn "anti-ftMionar. They 
ready lu provide sccuriiy to the vehicles alleged that the CM was in cahoots with 
No hcjdway wa> made despite several ihc NSCN. "We have been threatened 


rounds of talk beiwcvn the agitating 
tAickcrs and the chief minister. 

Rishang Keishing's contention that 
lax collection hy the NSCN cannot he 


In his defence, Akbar Mid that be did 
not have an argument with lam. 
Akbar ibo claini^ that after meet* 
irtg ihe commissioner, he had left die 
place and was ixx present when the 
coi^ssioner waa attacked. 

But CongressRHt opposed to the 
Shukla brothers allegt^ that Akbar 
was being shielded by the police 
because of his proutniiy to his men* 
toc$. They ftlao aQeged tbai the poto 
recorded a case agunst Akbar eight 
hours after the mcidem artd that too 
fdiowing iAilfucdoi from Bhopal. 

11 m were other evidences of pd i* 
ce dragging feel overtbe case. So far, 
only one person has been arrested. 
Ihe deputy Inspector general of poli¬ 
ce (DIG). Raipur Range, has said that 
Akte would fiooa be arrested. But 
the additional supsiotendeai of poU* 
ce (ASP) t^dte kaipur town. Mso 
was dealiag with the eaae, has said 
diu the pdice have found noebifig 
iocriminating against Akbar. 

On IS Jaooan, when tiw p^ica 

weal in sevcb of Akbar to Us house, 
a Urge number of pcopk came out 10 
refill Uem. The incident took a poUti* 
cal tun with RMC efftdah and 


employea blifttiag the pdice. Two 
GJP MLAs, T«ooa Prasad Omoer- 
Jee and Bri] Mobon AgrawaJ. have 
direedy accused V.C. Shi^U of pun- 
tog pr^ore on dre polkc lo spare 
Aktar. 

Three di^ tftei the incldeat the 
Shukla group came out m defence of 
Ate. Vidbvt Midm. MLA. I.A. 
Ruhvi. presldeoi of the Raipur 
(Urban) district Congresa comrtunec 
ilong whb over a dozen Congress 
teates ciihncd mat Akabar was 
only mediating between dw affected 
peod^ and themunidpaJ cooimissio* 
ner ad waa*ito( tnvtHved to die 
attack on lain. They also demanded 
holding u i mpaitial enquiry. 

However, a section of the Sbukla 
camp, controlling ibe offices of the 
mayor and the deptuy mayor, cxn* 
demicd tbe made on the municipal 
comiDisskner. The group demand 
action agaanrt those UvcMwed in tbe 
tftack. The mayor anoouaced that 
dm RMC campaign apinnencroach- 
oKOt would go on as before. And tbe 

IAS lobby is aho anhappy over Ok 
lA6dem. • 


the cotter, pt^iiical parties are out io 
wrest mileage out of the issue. Tbe 0^o> 
sillon has blamed Ihe Rishang Keishing 
goventmeni for ils lack of sincerity iri 
resolving the one-month-old stir. But 
the ruling Congress, on ils part, is pass¬ 
ing the buck on the Opposition paitief. 
According toRadhobinod Koijam, presi- 
deni of the state Congress, ihe Opposi -1 
tiMi parties arc controlling ihe irans- 
pofiers* unitm and li is they wIk» arc insii* 
gating the sinkers. 

As usual, it is ihc comnum petfle 
whit arc suffenng the most. With supp¬ 
lies comi ng to a hal I, the slock of cssenti • 
al commodities is fust running out. And 
traders, eager to make a quick buck, 
have hiked the prices. 

ISe supply r>f petrol is ulsi> drying up, 
forcing peirt^ pumps to close down. The 
local l^s service has dwindled lo a meas¬ 
ly 20 percent of wlwt ii used to bc. And 
harely two weeks into the strike, the 


THC INVISIBLE HAND I 


CwMIttlitgi Ntthw n 
KgHMiig rMMfw MHMVtd 
If thi IfiMpcftn* iftlhd In 
hlMlpur 

Ciftir wtt tgfcggliilht 

ftattalltGtdtlBtthi 
OfteltlMpgrtldiwgft 
iRfftfatlii th» ttrlklBg inlm 


government decided not to sell petrol, 
high-speed diesel and kentsene oil with¬ 
out permits issued by ihe deputy corn- 
mi Mioncr. With the slate reeling under 
the worsi-ever power crisis, kerosene is 
fetching Rs 20 a 1 iire m the bl ack market.' 

Alth^gh I his) ooks I ike another trans¬ 
port strike lo protest against the NSCN's 
extort ihn racket, the issue can well lead 
10 a divisH^n on ethnk lines among the 
people from the plains, the Mciteis and 
the Nagas According to reports appear-, 
ing on t he local press, for (Ik firM li me a . 
majoniy ol' (he Meiicis ore c^nly 
denouncing the "Greater Nagaland" 
demand raised by the Nagas. 

At the lime of writing, the govern- 
cneni is yet to fonnulaie an amicable 
sdul ion to the impas.se. In order to main • 
u»n a semblance of (be supply line, il is 
trying franiically to bring in trucks I nun 
neighbouring Nagaland and Assam, But 
If tile truckers slick (o their guns, it w ill 
not belong before Manipur faces an arti¬ 
ficial famine. a 
mninrt maka b am/lipbaf 
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Flying high 


Calcutta finally gets an intemational^standard 
domestic airport 


p- . --- 1^ ^ fcvolu* 

(ion lies through CiJ- 
W cutta. then Martisi 

f chief minister Jyuti 

Basu obviously feels 

irulustiial resurgertce 
wtSTKKN(iAL in West Bengal lies 
through the Netaji 
SuMtas Chandra Bo» IntemationaJ 
Airport, 

With the inauguration of the new 
domestic terminal building of the lirpon 
by Prime Minister P.V. Ntrasimha Rao 
on 23 January. Bisu’s ''reveluiiooary' 
ideas, it seems, are ready to take wings. 


couM not have been po&sible without the 
coopemion from the sute government * 
Thus 23 January was. naniraUy, a red' 
letter day for the aiipon auihoriises and 
Khan. All the assembled VIPs—tnclud* 
ing Prime Minister Rao. Union civil avi* 
adon minister Gbulam Nabi Azad and 
chief minister Jyoci Basu — showered | 
praises and marvelled at the state-' 
<tf'the«an iciminal building. 

Describing Calcutta as the gateway to 
(he East and Bengal as the region of 
Asian Tigers. Rao hoped that the 
modem airport would cater to the needs 
of the discerning travellers. Jyoci Basu. 
with P.V. Naresimha Rao by his side. 



aNTmuncCT 





BOMB UP-MARKET: inside the new terminal 


In fact, the state government had 
made a request to the International Air- 
pems Authority of India (lAAI) to com¬ 
plete the new lerminaJ building before 
the high-profile Confederation of Indian 
Indusuias (CII) summit. 

Ii was a request that M.A. Khan, the 
airpon director. lAAI. Calcutta, compli¬ 
ed with. 'We worked overtime to finish 
it before the summit. (The reason why 
(he tenninal became operational even 
before it was inaugurated.) It was appre- 
ciaied by the industrialists and the fore¬ 
ign dignitaries. Rut. ( must say. that it 


went to say that he was ‘proud to have 
the PM Oft Ibis day” and urged everyone 
to ensure that die new lenninaJ wa.s 
well-maintained. 

However, the genenJ air of bonhomie 
was marred when the choir made a mess 
of the national anthem by singing it out 
of uioe. A visibly emahamssed Khan 
later explained that *There was nothing 
wrong when I heard them practice. I 
can't fathom how dus has happened " 
Members of the choirlatcr took responsi- 
bility for the goof up and absolv^ the 


lAAI. 

The new tenninal has been construct¬ 
ed at a cost of Rs 40 crore and is expect¬ 
ed to serve nearly 4 passengers 

annually. The old domestic passenger 
terminal will now serve intemaiional 
flights as a number of foreign airlines, 
like dte British Airways, have come 
back to the city. OAers are keen to fol¬ 
low. Ghulam Nabi Azad said that Rs 10 
crore would be spent in the next three 
years for modenusing and developing 
the existing intemaiional terminal. 

The novel features of (he new domes¬ 
tic tenninal are: 

• Two aerobridges for airbuses 
to dock In. "In the next three years, 
we plan to add two more aerobridges as 
there is ample space in the security 
hold." adds the airport director. 

• Escalators to carry departing aiui inco¬ 
ming paxf^ogers lo and from the 
aerobridge. 

• Longer and 1 aster conveyor belh. 
‘Moreover, there arc feeder bclt.s con- 
rtecting to the main conveyor from ihc 
check-in counter", says Khan, '‘nns 
speeds up the baggage-hundling fvoccss 
md eliminates (he need foriouJers to car¬ 
ry check-in baggage." 

Also, care has been taken to aiieiul i<> 
every htile need of the travel Jers. There 
is a business centre and snack-hars prov i - 
ding five-star service by The Obcnirs. 
who are also coming up with a huge 
restaurant which will cater to delayed 
flight passengers besides having .i .separ¬ 
ate bar and a la cone section. Air- 
conditioned City link coach is also ut 
hand to take passengers to the city. 

Certain quarters have raised ques 
lions about the new terminal lending 
itself for expansion. Khan, however, dis¬ 
pels such doubts: ‘Arrival and departure 
zones are separate. We have provision 
fw more aenibridges and the terminal 
has an area of about 23,450 sq. metre. 
We can handle up Co 1.890 inivcllcrs at 
any given time. And we have the capaci¬ 
ty to service 3.7niiUion domestic passen¬ 
gers annually, while the traffic m 
1993-94 was about l.biTUlljon. Thus at 
the expected rate of growth, which is 7-8 
per cent, we would have no problems for 
the next ten years. We have done our 
best.” 

And after one sees the new gleaming 
structure, not many would doubt Khan 
audhisieam. • 


•U«AV1» 




A I long last, (he chinks in (he 
Evmour of (he oullawed Bodo 
Security Force (BoSF) are 
showing. Twenty-two 'comjnan<k»‘ of 
thrs "toughest and seemingly invinci¬ 
ble" of Assam's many miliiani outfits, 
surrendered on 28 January at Pathurgha. 
about 14 km from Mangaldoi, (he head* 
quarters of Darrang disirict. 

The surrender of the rebels, including 
that of a BoSF founder* member and two 
'area commanders', points to a vertical 
split in ihe cemra! leader* 
ship of (his highly dis¬ 
ciplined und sccteuve 
group. The .split, one is 
inclined to believe, is 
similar to the one Assam 
chief minister Hiievwar 
Saikia engineered in the 
United Liberation Front 
of Assam (ULFA) two 
years ago. 

One ol (he key tacturs 
(hat helped achieve the 
hreakthnHigh was the 
'pressure motivation 
formula' applied separa¬ 
tely by the Border Swun* 
ly Force (BSF) and the 
Indian Army along the 
India*Bhutan border and 
(he Bodo-dominaied 
areas after the 1994 Bar- 
peia riots. 

The BoSF activists 
had been operating from 
theirjungle bases in Bhu¬ 
tan. to which the security 
forces had no access. But 
after U)e BSF was decoyed along 
(he border about three months ago. 15 
strategic points were occupied, cutting 
oB* (he routes used by the militants. At 
the same time, the security forces made 
the militants' relatives realise 'the futili¬ 
ty of waging an armed struggle' 

Among the 22 who surrendered were 
Benjamin Daimari. the BoSPs central 
information secretary, 'area comman¬ 
ders' Raja Narrary and Hari Brahma, 
captains Hirip Daimari. Junali Basuma- 
(ary and Arkilta Basunutary. 

Raja Narzary had been behind the dar¬ 


ing abduction of Tau Tea executive 
Bolin Bonk^i in April 1993. while 
Han Brahma. alia.s Hungama. had 
masterminded many kidnappings and 
bank lootings. Junali and AriuUa. two of 
the 14 women who surrendered, were 
among the top women commandos. 

The BoSF has been a source of 
headache for the Assam govemmetit 
and (he security forces hcninc ol its dis¬ 
cipline, rural support base and selection 
of targets. Since 1987. the outfit has kill- 


Largescak d^yroentof 
security' forces rioct the July 
1994 Baqjeta kiliiags forced the 
rebels to lie h)«. The BoSF was 
belted aod the rdatives of its 
cadres were made to revise the 
futUity of armed struggle 


ed 87 policemen and over a thousand 
Muslim immigrants who top their hate 
lists. 

It extorted money from lea gardens by 
abducting o^cials like Btriin Bordoloi. 
Subir Roy, (he senior manager of Willi* 
aiRBon Magor (for whose release they 
had received Rs 1.3.5 crore. according to 
Benjamin) and Sashikanta Barua. direc- 
lor of Bhergaon Tea Co. The inilitunts 
looted several banks and carried out a 
number of bomb attacks, including one 
2 in (he heart of Guwahati. 
j But 0 large-scale 
I deploytneni of security 
S forces since the July 1994 
Barpciu killings forced 
(be rebels to lie low. 
According ui Hrig. Y.P. 
Goyal ol Ihe army's 11 
Mountain Division pout¬ 
ed at Haiti got in Dairang 
district, (he BoSF leader¬ 
ship had lately lost con* 
tael with its cadres lU (he 
grass roots A month ago, 
the BSF goi feelers from 
Raju Naneaiy and Hari 
Brahma that they wanted 
to surrender. Bvcntually. 
the (WO roped in the 
othenas well. 

"We chose to surren¬ 
der as we were unhappy 
with a few policies of the 
organisation." said Bmh* 
ma, maintaining that the 
BoSF had never wanted 
to secede from India at 
any point. "Our struggle 
had been for a separate state within 
India,' added Narzary, 

Undoubtedly, the surrender of 22 
hardcore rebels would go a long way in 
estsing lensiuns in the B^oland Autono¬ 
mous Council arca.s Said Assam chief 
irumsierHiteswarSaikia: "The surrende¬ 
red Bodo militants will be treated on a 
pu with those ULFA activists who have 
given up anrus." and added that ihc state 
government had been receiving more 
feelers from Kokrajhar and Bongaigaon 
dlstricu. • 


Fa rewell to arms 

The surrender of 22 Bodo militants raises hopes of peace in Assam 









SUNDAY SPORTS 


India has to slog it out to reach the top in world tennis 


T he "Wimbledon of the pliy* and one of the moM impurianl i& whether 
ed hosUtothe launching of India's (he match is a( home or away. There is 
Davis Cup campaign of 1995. The also (he consUkraiion of the uirface — 
centre-court in Calcuna's South Club gra.ts, clay, udatever.** said Mukheoca, 
was I ush as always, playi ng fast and true. India h^ a great ouii ng in 1993. May- 

Although the result of this group one ing far above their rating, the Indian d(M> 
tie was a foregone conclusion, the lure of Ramesh krishiuin and l^amkr Paes 
of (be Davis Cup brought thousands of beai Switzerland 3-2 in Calcuiu. Many 

in the tennis world, not the leasi the stun¬ 
ned Swiss, fell it was a Rash in the pan 


much. 

Athl so it was back (o the grind. Two 
matches in (he Asia*Oceania group aru) 
a re1egati«>n tic would now have to be 
played to get a crack at (he world group. 


FonuAuicIy for India. Lcandcr Paes is 
entering a new phase in his career "lam 
more mature now and I know jusi how 
hard I have to play and the uniftvmity in 
my approach 1 have to mai main,he says. 

If Mahesh Bhupaihy, who will be 21 


people to a competition which did not 
feature wtvld-rankmg names. In fact, 
for the first time since 1992. an Indian I achieved with home-Nurfuce advantage 
was rated (he highest-ranked pUyer. I and a huge dose luck. But in the 
With sponson show* 
ing more and more inter- 
in Indian tennis, the 
Rs40‘laJch budget did not 
pOK a problem. Nor will 
in future, if India gets 
through to the world * 
group qualifiers after " ' 

September. 

But getting into the 
elite World Gcoup will M 
depend on several fac- CtAj 

tors, not the least of Kw fettt 
which is the showing of PEwKy 
Mahesh Shupathy. (he WHEtt 
Oman-based NRI now 
functioning from (he 
United Stales. The young- RwSS 
est member of the play- H|||I||^ 
ing squad. Mahesh. ma^ 
his debut in Calcutta and 
is expected to improve 
with lime. 

""Actually, we have to go from one 
encounter to another. Bui I do feel that 
Mahesh Bhupaihy can remain in the 
squad and. as he matures, could well 
give depth to the Indian team." says 3ai- 
deep Mukhetjea, the non-playing cap¬ 
tain of the Indian team. 

Mukheiyea. who has played the most 
number of Davis Cup ties for India 
(Ramanathan Krishnan has played more 
rubbers). is one .of the most ex perienced 
campaignen in ibis sector of tennis com¬ 
petitions in the worid. He feels India has 
a lot of reatructuring to do in order to get 
to (he world group again. 

"1 a today * s game. the level of competi- 
dop ii 10 high (hat every lie becomes 
In^onant—becomes tough. There are 
loven] factore which come into play 


ABavteCtBatgliipliigtlw Ha i tg Rd Wfi rm India rtpoit Its ptrfonHMg? 

quarter-finals, ihese players ran through in June, turns out to be as 
an imposing French line-t^ to reach the and aihletic as Leander. Indi 
last-four stage. And the lie was played in ness a change in its fortunes. 
France. this will be India's singlet 

B ut thereafter, the fizz seemed to sub- for a long lime. * says Jaideq 
side. Of course, the opposition was such on their side." 
that great miracles were the only solu- "There has been a lot of ci 
boos—and they did not come. In Chan- the exclusion of Zeeman A1 
digarh. the Australians came and burst nues. "but 1 have to go with 
India's bubble. Our campaign was over ces in India." Zeeshan did im 
inthesctmfinaJs. nationals, having a pnor t 

In 1994. there was a further dose of abroad, 
bad luck. One the strongest coming- • gveo Aiif Ismael is no 
eats in the Davis Cup. the United Stales ^ though he is in the 
had lost in the very first round of the see, if we are to make some J 
world group the previous year. And have to have pUyers lotall} 
India was drawn to play them for the to the Davis Clip," says Jaid 
right to return to the top 16. However. 

(he likes of Jim Courier were just too 4r|NBaR 


MMT 1X-.il 













JuatiMfbraH 

■ When Suresh Deman was 
expelled from the Univcniiy 
of Htuburg in 1989. he was 
hopping mad. Five years 
later, it appears that 
Deman's gloom after all had 
a brighter side to it. For. he 
has recently been awarded 
USS2.00.0(K1^wayof 
damages for being d^ied fel* 
lowship at the university. 

Five years back, when 
l!)eman — then a graduate 
student—did not gel a leach* 
jug fellowship, he fileda raci* 
al dischmination suit against 
his university. Suresh had 
alleged that this move, iniiia* 
red by Kevin Soniheimer, 
the then chairman of the eco* 
nomics dupartmcnu was 
'racially inotivaied" and ihat 
only while Americans were 
fairly treated by the acade* 
mic bigwigs of the 
univcrsiiy. 

A senior USdistncl 
judge, Guslavc Diamond, 
awarded Deman a near 
S20,7SO as back pay for the 
1987*88 academic session 
upan from the hefty 


$2,00,000 sum as compensa* 
lion for the menu! anguish 
and humiliation he 
.suffered. 

Bondad 

cfMtlvIty 

■ Confined todari aiKl mux* 
ty cells, reflecting upon a life 
of crime and coniemplaiing 
years of impending solitude, 
pri.smers crave for a means 


expression. 

And now Bundi Bani { Voi¬ 
ces From the Prison)—the 
first Itierary jail magazine in 
the country — is prov ing to 
be just what the docior had 
iirdered. 

Prisoners serving l<mg 
»ntenccs in different jails of 
Orissa have responded with 
great enthusiasm to this jour¬ 
nal brought out by the state 
direcioraie of prisons. Liiera- 
ry outpourings in every form 


SEPARATED AT BIRTH? 



— f9 poems, aixslKirt stof* 
ks and Invo essays - hu ve 
filled up the firi.t issue which 
has been published recently. 

Tuifvtow 

H Our very own Doordar* 
shan refuses to be left behind 
in the race to capture, and 
retain, the TV audience. 
DD's recent decision to tele* 
caM horse racing live may he 
1 pointer to things to come, 
Till recently, xiuffy Mandi 
House officials even refused 
to touch this sport with a bar¬ 
ge pole. 

It all began when the 
Royal Calcutta Turf Club 
(RCTC) approached the 
mandarins of Mandi House 
Ihrough an RCTC bigwig 
who happened to be a rela¬ 
tive of the Union informa¬ 
tion and broadcasting mini¬ 
ster K.P. Singh Deo, 

The Royal Western Turf 
Club(R^^^Cl 1 n Bombay 
was then quick to cash jn on 
this. Tl^ persuaded DD to 
allow live coverage of the 
races held ai the cluh on 29 
January and 5 February. • 


TtnSINMA 


CALCUTTA: One would have 
thought (hat people would go lo 
any lengths to stay awi^ fm a 
hospital. Bui bate, the case is 
euctly iheoppottie. 

The audwdtiei of die Wood* 
liDda Ho^dal aod Medhal 
Research Centre m Altpore. to ' 
Calcuoa. are in a oaandaiy over 
a padenC who imaea to letve 
the tranlng hom e even after 
beiag diadMffed by^ dooon 
Beariytwomoidteito, 

The oqcw^ 

aUfatf oow ft diy-ftt qmq hti 
nftia^ Id de^ite Ibe heat 

affom of (he mpinl auiMt- 
ka topaefcfaiaoft ThepMtadt 
«4a>h0 paid WhodbAdi ooly its 2,000 
now TUB op IBOI of Ri 2 lafch. 

WhMU aoia. Oh fluo'i dau^Kor baa 
idionat fbte and bdtt are flnidy «AK 
No, 307. 


WWAt t 



joMhar 

ItaRM 


The bi^kss euihoribes have lodged an FIR with the All- 
pore police statkn and have also sought judicial redress at 
the Al^ote chi^jodldil magistrate’s court—The Smrei- 
mm (Sukama Poddv. Cakuna). 

CALCUTTA: 1 >e Metro Rail, vdiich. not so long ago, 
uaed to be the pride of Calcutta, is fast becoBung die butt of 
all jokes. 

As if (he ffregular schedule prevalent during the past 
moftdi was oot eoou^ tbe iDauguradoa oC two newly- 
conao we dsatioplat DOW been put off because of the 
oQO-evBilibUlry of a VIP. 

fivsyittDg k DOW set fer extendiBg die Metro services 
tt) be CeeOil nation in (he southern sector and to Girish 
hik ia (ho north. tUs would also resoU in nonnaky being 
KMid 10 tbe mdfig ef traloi akmg tbe entire route. 
Only (Wag tbe bettOMdiulboritics and the agitated com- 
nuMs are wbting for U a suiiahk VIP to cut the ribbon. 

AcMdiM to nUwaysifilioy sources, tbe preaempoli- 
tied ttnoo te DdM has made it extremely difncult to 
rope la • polittcal baavywolgbt for the oocasloo ^ TV 
T b k g nap d (Sounv Roy, Cakutt:> < 
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ARIES 


r^/ Jyiv-20AMnus0 

W hi le you are likely (o 
tie in an outgoing 
mood, il is inadvisabfeio 
tnvcl loofar from home. 
Money maners require a 
i^tfuJ hiAdling, Serious 
romances can develop from 
casual nc unlikely 
beginnings. Someone you 
have taken a fancy to can 
make it clear they harbour 
similar feelings for you. 


i2l SrfHrmhrf-20 Ok ittheri 

Y OU cafUKn expect 10 
make effeci i ve pmgreMi 
if your mind in drifting off 
elsewhere. Try tying up 
loose ends. Try l<i avoid jobs 
that arc overtaxing. Your 
energy reserves may he loo 
low 10 sustain you over long 
tnps. If ihcfv arc any 
xyrtiptoms of ill health, il is 
prut^y hesl to check with 
thcdoctiK. 


Manii 20April) 

M oney matters can cause 
even more headaches 
than usual. It seems that you 
are not keeping spending in 
line with income. Influential 
people invited to your home 
will he most appreciative of 
your cordial hospitality. The 
market value nf property can 
be subvunttally increas^ by 
redecontion scbemeit. 

TAURUS 


i!/Apnl 

F riends can make belter 
business partners than 
you would imagine. Their 
ideas ami expertise can lead 
on to lucrative results. A 
change of scenery and 
people will revive your 
spiriiN Journeys can allow 
you a welcome break frum 
rtiutine. There should be 
fewer distractions io take 
younnindoff work. 

GEMINI 


(2/ Oft rmhfr-20 Jtwuur\I 

I ril be hard for you lo 
shake off leiburgu* 
feelings. You nijyhc 
extremely reluctant to face 
yourduitcs. Misiukcsure 
likely unless you snap smt of 
your dreamy mood. Bring 
iullaitention tohiMrim ihc 
jobai hand 1he 
responsibility of hold mg 
ihings logcthci rests largely 
onyoursiKiulders 

AQUARIUS 


(21 Januur\ • 201 rhftton I 

H omes cun he given a new 
loi'k Hixl I eel mg hy 
rearranging the fumilurc. Il 
is unwise to push supci iors 
tix»I or in an ai icnipi I o get 
dcMniic answeis or lo reveal 
m fori null on Uuthy .subtle 
fMXjbmg. you may gel a bint 
of what it is you wan I to 
know Older pcsiple cun 
have vai liable advice lo offer. 


PISCES 


i2lMu\-20Jiwt} 

D on’t Mte off more than 
you can chew. Certain 
undertakings could need a 
far more sustained 
concentration than you can 
muster at the rnomem. 
Outings loihcatrcs, movies 
ur restaurants will be fun. 
Don't hang back if you have 
taken u fancy to someone. 
Try a.sking prospective 
romant ic partners uu i . 

CANCER 


VIRGO 


I2l AugMii 20Sfptfmheff 

Y OU may feel ill at 

with yourwif and other 
people. Your self nssursice 
may be shaken by others' 
suspicious behaviour. You 
may have second thoughts 
about people whom you 
normally tiusi. The buy or 
girl next door will be 
important m yuui life now. 


SCORPIO 


BEGINNING I2FEBBUAIIY. I99S 


LEO 


I LIBRA 


I SAGITTARIUS 


l2l ^^n'emhef-20 Onem/>ert 

T his is a tune which calls 

for an inventive and 
experimental spirit. Routine 
occupational an airs, in 
particular, will benefit from 
innovative methods, l ime 
and effort can be saved by 
tackling familiar jol>s from a 
fresh angle. Il is also a giMxl 
lime lor introducing some 
changes at home. 


CAPRICORN 


iJIJunf-TOJwlv) 

B ad habits may seem 
inncx:uous enough right 
now bui there may he 
unfavourable repercussions 
on your health later. Don’t 
overdo when spending on 
pleasure. Romantic partners 
may want your lime and 
attention. Strike a balance’ 
between work and pleasure. 


I.v Ot 1 iK’Aer 2ff Ntnrmhff) 

I I IS unwise lo arrange 

meetings il;al invcdw both 
Inends and nmiaAiic 
puAnurv as icalousies ore 
almost certain lo spring up in 
such m 1 xed vumpany. 
Children arc likely to be in 
need of mcYc attention They 
may he going through a 
rather insecure period. 


(2/ Fff>ruun~20Munff) 

L oved ones will have rheir 
feel firmly on the 
ground, thus allowing them 
to make c x ircmel y 
perceptive suggestions 
regarding financial or 
practical matters. The week 
i i started for implement ing 
plans that have been, for 
viinc lime, in the preparation 
stage, • 


unexv <«- im 
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A.B. Va|p«yM: d*ctd*d to 
•toyawoy 

Vlfshru, ibc HliKc BJP chief, 
decided thut he hjd rmirc pre* 
ssm^’ cngUfCiTtcncs in Muh;t* 
nishti;i Vujpayee, on ihc 
cnhcT h*iiid, wtfN very 
hiippy wiih the venue of the 
rully The Begum fWrai 
Miihnl Park wy^ ftlioncd by 
MuUiyum .Singh Yadav tu 
ihcRJPloImfN.D Tiwan's 
plans of holding a 
.wiuiiiriifm ilwc This led to 
runiiiurs of u Mulayam 
SinghBJPidliiincc, 

Smelling inniWc, Vaj¬ 
payee decided in skip 
Lucknow aliogeiher 

Swearing by 
George 

•.« Laki<‘ Prasad Yadav .> 
.fe* having irouble on me 
eve of ihe Assembly 
eicciions. 

First, his piuly broke off 
with the Jl^khand Mskii 
Morchu (JMM). Uloo stiid 
ihtti the JMM had dcmimded 
Rs 3 crore for campaign 
expenditure, which he had 


refused. And while few 
believed him, the JMM 
quickly found ilself unolher 
alliance ~ George Hemah* 
dex' Ssmaca Party. 

Fernandes. Ii seems, had 
no problem coughing up the 
requited sum. TV money, 
inddenially, was organiwd 
through Bombay. Even (he 
postertof dw ^amaiu Party 
were printed in Bon^y 

Who’ain 

charge? 

yi|tf As ol now. A.S. 

Verma isn't gctiing 
olimg iixi well with Piinpih 
chief min islet Beam Sinph. 

Singh, it seems, was k»h« 
hying to give an extension u> 
iht* state's chief secretary. 
A.S.Chadha His term linish- 
eJ on 31 Januarv Venna 


tln^; GtymkGd Ipy 


opposed this saying rt would 
set a precedent and open a 
floodgate of similar requc.stx 
from other states. 

However, the chief mini* 
ster wu> confident (hat (he 
extension should come 
through as he had met Che 
Prune Minister six limes in 
(his regard and Rao had pro* 
niised him that Chaeflta 
would stay on. for at least 


CHECK-LIST 


T.N. Seshan: the phenomenon 

B ApiMraiobabMomlngAftJn^lu-MMM 
puWtMng ladiiatry: A compilation of his speeches 
IS j ust out On (he cards are moKs on Iwn <n Oujariti f by the 
editor of k(M»na). MafayMm (by the eddor of Kik 
Kaumadii and in Tsmti 'he news tnouph is that he has 
fallen out with his first biographer, Govmdan Kutty. 

■ Only mail In r«€«nt memory to b* 
dofondod by thfoo top lawyors: In the case he 

has filed m the Sup'ens Co,jrt challenging the creahon of a 
muni-membef Election Commission, his counsel is G. 
Remaewemy but Kaoo SiOdi and Nerw PalUuvaia have abo 
given notice that They could argue for him. 


Mnlop Budgot; Asked that the presenabon of the 
Union Budget be delayed hH after the voting in the SIX 
Assembly elections and this was accepted Clearly 
unorecedenteo 


MoMy matters 

■ A.K. Antony, who 
quit the Cabinet for 
being unfulrly named in (be 
xugar evandal. is a little short 
of money ihe«e days. He sent 
in hix ftsignatiofi letter ss 
civil xupplie.x minister on U 
December, but as it wasn't 
aec^ted by the Prime Mini* 
ster (it still hasn't been), (be 
finance department went* 
ahead and mode his salary 
for ibe whole month. When 
Ihe cheque was delivered af 
his house, he refused (o 
accept iL 

Mieanwhile. he wrote to 
(he Rajya SiUu seoetahat 
asbng U) he paid an MP's 
Ttmunerition for the half- 
month (hat be was not mini¬ 
ster in December. He got a 
reply back chai the secretari* 
at h^ forwarded bis letter to 
(be civif supplies minisuy. 
Privately he was told diet as 
(here was no iniimBlion 
about his resignation, he 
couldn't be given any mcmey. 

Thai's how i( is sdll. 
Friends say that he is draw¬ 
ing on hU savings. His wife, 
who worits in a bank in Tri* 
vandnim. also helps out The 
trouble he faces though is 
wiUt transport. Living in 
Ashnka Road, he walks to 
the AlCC office at 24 Akbar 
Road whenever he ha.s to. 
For i(»gef distances, he 
l^s an auio*rick&haw or 
cadges a lift from politician 
coHeagues. Not long ago, he 
was dw treasurer of the Con* 
gress party. • 
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ttolng, 

tiMr* 

■ After Aijun Sin^. 
who? 

Apparently, the V.C 
Shukla camp is pressing for 
the removal of Singh’s right- 
hand man in ihc human 
rcKturccs develo^neni mini- 
iiry, Sudip Bannerjee. A 
juim ?«creiar> and head of 
the National Literacy 
Sion. Banneotx is alleged to 
have actually drafted 
Singh’s famous ‘resignu- 
lion’ IcncT. 





Also. Bannerjee is said to 
have been Singh's main liai- 
wm man with the left panics. 
He is friends with such mem¬ 
bers of the CPl(M)'s central 
cotrjniciee v, Prokash Karat 
and Sitaram Yechury. 

However, despite all this. 
NarLsimha Rao still has to 
make up hi" miiKi on whe¬ 
ther Bannerjee should stay 
or go. And knowing Rao. it 
could be months before a 
decision is reached on that 
one. 


Looking for 
ocapogoats 

In a meeting of the 
Cabinet last week, 
there wu tio unanimiiy 
about ttfjfiig action against 


ai 


HEARD AT 24 AKfiAR ROAD 

TiM only Muslim who will voiu for 
tiM CongroM It aRutom NoM 
Aiod. And ho hoo to awt Mo voto 
In Knohfiilr whoco ho doro not go. 

A CONGRESS DISSIDENT 
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V.P, Singh, ihe former 
Prime Minister, in the Rajiv 
Gandhi ossasunaiitm cave. 

Sitaram Ke^ri and S.B. 
Chavan said ihai any move 
againsi Singh would gain 
him poliiica] mileage. What 
the Cabinet, apparently, agre¬ 
ed to was to pr^ the role of 
Chandra Shekhar. Subrama- 
niam Swamy and our very 
own Rasputin, Chandra 
Swaini. 

Meanwhile, the 

bureaucracy is greatly upset 


over anempis to involve 
Vinod Pande. a former cabi¬ 
net secretary, in the Rajiv 
aSMSKinaiUm case Officials 
argue (hat all that Pande did 
was to act w the behest ofihe 
entire Calunet. and not on his 
own initiative. And coming 
out strongly in his support is 
Raj Bhargava. furmer home 
secretary, also indicted hy 
the Verma Commission 
report on the assassi nation. 

Bhargava soys thai ff 
Pande is going to be 


LHtCK-LIb I 


The Cabinet reshuffle: tikeiy entrants 


M Mudhuei — Iri M hu He would have got in 

anyhow twt his appoMmem is now seen as certain 

lorthrw reasons One. he has becked Rao in ihe crisis. 
Two: Madhya Pradssh needs representation toflowtng 
Artun Gingh s exit And three: tins lottsnng regime n^$ 
honest and iftoent people. • 


■ P.CWdeMNhMM: If there is any justice in the 
world, he win pet a CaUrvel porltoho it and when there is a 
reshuffte. But there is no luslice in these matters and so 
Chidunbaram miont be kepi out for two reasons. Firstly. 
Rao doesn't Wig turn and sacontfly. the Prune Mhustsr is 
cosyinD up to JayaiaHtha vrtio doesnl Ska Chidambaram. 


a K. MfurwhMn: He is a goner in Kerah so this 
could be one way o1 saving face now that Antony hK made 
It char that he worn accept ministertai ofhee ai^n. 


■ UnnitahM PatM: Rao promised her a ministry 
after her husband died so that she playedbail in tta 
selection of a new ^lief mi riister. Hd wilt now hive to keep 
mat promise 


■ RJL DhMTMS Hasan outside ciwice because he 
has backed Rao through the crisis and has Ms own support 
bauwRhift the party. 


■re three di 


iM ARw OetifVM Ihe job. NI Rajiv 
makt a mmhtir. But theat days, 




inv^ved. then by nghis, 
Nwesh Chandra, teo cabd- 
M aecrttftiy, ought aUo to 
he charged. Bhargava says 
though (hat this isn't likely 
to occur since Chandra conti¬ 
nues to be adviser to the 
Prime Minister. 


The matter's 
voices 

There' >1 no belief evid¬ 
ence of the growing 
confusion in (he Congress 
party than in its inahilUy to 
decide who's lo he its 
spokesman. 

First, ii was said ihal V N. 
Gadgil hod been repluced by 
Modan Bhaiin and Puvan 
Bansal. Joumalinis going to 
the daily 4 o'clock Congress 
briefing hod a whale ol' a 
lime poking fun at them. 
Then, after the last meeting 
of the Congress Working 
Committee. Gadgil reappear¬ 
ed to brief the press. 


a 



V.N.Mgftbaeklntha 


These days, while Bhatia 
does menage to get in a word 
occBsionally, poor Bansal is 
going around crying that no 
one Is giving him a chance to 
speak. 

We knew the Congreu 
spoke with many voices but 
need they make it so 
obvious? • 
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0INERS 

CLUB. 

Oti the wax fif live. 

• 

When you look ai the way we've been 
adding style to lile all these years 
(Diftcn. Club wisihe 
first travel and enienainmcni Card 
in the world), you II know that 
nobody makes travel smoother, 
or entertaining more pleasurable 
than Diners Club. 

And you can be sure nl 
enjoying exclusive privileges, 
preterential treatment and 
internal ional stundarils 
of service, wherever you go. 

Its the Diners Club wav 
of making you feci special... 

Aren't you glad 
you belong to the Club? 



Diners Club 
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Narasimha Rao finally expands his Cabinet. But is it 

too little, too late? 










Winning With Technology 




Gives your car that advantage 


Autcrnotive 6<vr« technologies are constanQy crien 9 ing The trends 
loarvds smaNef engines vrhi^ dekver more pom Cut rmr tester aid ivin 
hotter Ths puts more stress on the engine es mi as US lubncaM 
Keeping pace wih these new technotogas, Casiroi now r ir odoces 
Oasiroi GTX Eitra - a vastly supervr muttigfade engne al meevtg 
API SG speci^aDons For rcreasec resistance to thermal and viscosay 

t)reakdown and befler protection lor your cvengne'Castrol GTX Edra. 
with enhanced liquid engneemg 

The specidiy imported Dase oib, selected ad^tive package and 
?OWi50 vecomeirics o1 Castroi GTX Extra gwe yow engne the extra 
advantage in Ihe dusty, hot, Indian dmnng condAons. 


For more rttormafionaw ewe moftys p onyecicer 

wnte 10 


Advertismg 4 FR laenagei 

Cftatrol Mriia liinitod 

vvrvii« HCUM. S' Walkwtiwv*' Read 

BofneayedO ooe 


CS^iffV BTX EXTRA otf«n: 

• fe i cegflonel engine pfote c tlon and 
cteiHneu 

• Longtr angne Me 

• Smooth, notoeleai running 

• Hcduced oH thktiening 

• hcreMad reeWance to ftennal end 
vta eo aKy braMcdosm 

« Excelleni metatonce to low temperature 
aktdge formation 

m short Castroi GTX &dra s racommandaU tor 

Em* ordrary periormvico m al biaan 

and anporiad cars 
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BUSINESS 

On the spot 

Marvti Udyog*s new 
Tatkal scheme for its 
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generates a lot of 
controversy 
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out? 
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acceptable to throw a 
rave party in India 
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ing Alone, without going 
through the motion s of con • 
^ul ling the party * s worki ng 
commitlee or disciplinary 
commiliec. A few leaders 
have already said that they 
will oppose the action at 
every pany fonm. Rao \s 
clearly counting on the Con* 
gre^s culture which accepts a 
f/ii/ occompii, and hi^ advi- 


The row over 
Singh _ 

T he suspension of Arjun 
Singh from the primary 
membership of the Congress 
(J)conwK long after stispen* 
sions and returns to the fold 
ha VC ceased to have any mca • 
ning (Mao viArjun, 5—11 
Februory). 

The decision was taken by 
I hi* Congress( t) president act* 


MTS point gleefully to (he 
fact that a sitting F^me Mini* 
has never been challeng* 
ed frontally. 

It would be a mistake to 
su^XMiethat the episode 
holds any indication of self- 
assertion; Rao acted when \k 
felt he had no choice, and 
delay would have weakened 
his position. Rao U unlike 
any other Prime Minister 
that the country has ever had. 
in at least two ways: his 
bland statement regarding 
the uncomfortable tnith that 
resources are limited and his 
lack of popular support. 

Rao's consciousness of 
(his fact enables him to fol* 
low policies (hat are not 
election'(iriented. Arjun 
Singh, however, feels that 
(he party must regain its iradi* 
(ionat vote bank, even if it 
means compromiMngoneco* 
numic reforms. His search 
for charisma has led him to 


10 Janpath, What he is ask* 
ing for, (hough not in so 
many words, is a return to 
the old Nehru-GanAi »(yk 
of leadership. 
aMah cnehmev. CMeurta 

(WttlOmggi) 

0 It is no small irony that 
Atjun Singh and con^any 
arc accusing Prime Minister 


Nansimha Rao of high* 
handedness and dictatorial 
tendencies legiUiTused origi* 
nally hy Indira and Rajiv 
Gandhi during their (enures 
as Pri me Minister and party 
president. 

In ttis age. when poliucs 
aral expediency are syno* 
nymous. Sink’s righteous 
ii^gnation looks hollow 
enough to make even the 
naive laugh. Especially 
when judged in Uk context 
of his rouline lip service to 
the Indira*Rajiv legacy. His 
repeated procestatiofts ihai it 
is not self*interest but the 
interest of the Congress par* 
ty that made him resign will 
fool no^te but himsdf. 
MMAey.MUirMW 


Tima to anawar 


T his is with reference to 
the cover story/figh 
stakes (22 — 28 January). 

Controversy and Pawar 
have been CO* travellers for a 
long time. Despite being 
lumbered with an unsavoury 
reputation, there is no doubt 
that when Pawar took over 
the reigns of the stale for Ihe 
fourth time on 6 March. 
1993. he lost no time in 

unveiling a new industfial 
agenda for the sute. In early 
1994. Pawar look (he 
indiLsirral package to Davos, 
Switzerland, whm he was 
the only Indian leader, i^art 
from Prime Minisier Kara* 
simha Rao, to address a 
gathering of representatives 
of industrial giants from 
around the world. 

With the elections lo the 
Assembly round the comer. 
«he Pawar government will 
flaunt statistics to Impress 
the people about its achieve¬ 
ments on various fronts. 
They are noidoubt many — 
industrial production rose 
fn^ Rs 49.816 crore to Rs 
79.423 crore between 1989 
and *94 and dte Uleracy rate 
grew from 55.8 to 64,9 per 
cent. 

"nK public, however. 


knows that statistics often 
have UcUe in common with 
the everyday facts staring 
it in the face. Whii 
remains engraved in its 
memory are other images. 
Images of J13 innocent tri* 
bals dying in the Nagpur 
stamp^; of the chief mini* 
sier' s refusal to pun i %h an 
inepi minister who is a rela* 
tive; of unprecedented cor* 
rupiion; of the torture of 
minorities. 

These are images that the 
government will havea dilTi* 
cull lime erving from public 
memoty. 

MwMjr K. Jakt. Stiyamnagar 
(Waeraanparj 


Justice for all 


Y ihjt cover simy Victim 
(January 29 — February 
5), made interesting reading. 

Bui why should Sanjay 
Dutt be given prefetent;^ 
treatment? After all. he is 
another Indian citizen, 
and if he is given VIP treat- 
mem inside the jail, the 
authorities must be taken to 
task. The Judge handling 
Sanjay Dun's case is doing a 
marvellous job by not suc¬ 
cumbing to misplaced public 
sympathy for a celluloid 
hero. The alleged crime for 
which he is dmained Is hein* 
ous and as long as it takes to 
prove he is innocent, he is 
still a.crioujud. 

Nobody is above the law. 
And as far as the case of San* 






















jay DuQ coAcerrwd, (KU 
seems to hold true, making 
us firm believers of justice, 
evef) in Indie. 

In the politically contanu* 
nated atmosphere today, 
only two things have a sembl¬ 
ance of freedon— 
press sikI a fearless judicia¬ 
ry, Let us not allow these two 
citadels to crumble in our 
country. ai>d let the Indian 
citizen hold his head high. 
US.Jyer.SanpaJofi 
fXamjMa) 


Trigger heiH>y 


T his is with reference to 
the aiticle Amts and tfw 
men — U January). 

It was a welbwritten piece 
but your researchers have 
missed a few points. The 
guns given to VVIPs and 
other important government 
figures are undervalued by 
much more than what the arti* 
cle uiys; in fact, by about 
150*200 (imcH their uhgirtal 
price. Any pi.stol or revolver 
fetches no less than K» 

I.OO.IXX) to Ks 1,50,00(1. 
(hough all gun dealers rc^uli* 
nely invoice these at Rs 
5,000toRs l.aiO.taavnd 
having to pay a sales tax of 
17.5 per cent on them. 

Thai is a minor point. One 
that is far more sinister is that 
chief minister Beam Singh 
has been auctioning off at 
low prices firearms seized 
fromtCTTOfisis. 


in thiscounuy, laws ap^y 
only to the commoner. TIk 
A kili leader Simnojeet 
Singh Mann is no saint, but 
by filing the writ petition in 
court be has bciMghl the mat¬ 
ter into the open. This is «i 
issue that definitely needs 
more probing and should not 
simply be brushed aside by 
(hecoun. 

ff. Stngn, Ludmow(Urme 
Pradaah; 


BridgliigtlM 


T ms IS with reference to 
ihe report West by 
north-east (29 January—4 
February). 







Kudos to SUNDAY and N itin 
A. GiAhaie for puUishing 
an infonnaitve article on (he 
north-east which had been 
eagerly awaited. 

However. I feel (be media 
cannot escape the blame for 
negkaing the north-ea.stefn 
states and gi ving undue cov e- 
rage to the Centre. More 
coverage to the north¬ 
eastern stales. higMighting 
its tourist potenfiality. vari¬ 
ous cultural activiiiei« and 
ad veniure sports and issues 
of social concern, is needed. 

It is distressing to see (hat 
(he people of (hese states are 
not given their due respect 
and social and politics^ sta¬ 


tus. Your effort and coopera- 
boo can play an important 
tole in bridging the wide g^ 
between the people of the 
mainland and the people of 
the north-eastern sutes. 
AWvHWrarMX 

TiMMgaof 

IMVAMIldlllg 

••rials 


I read with interest the arti¬ 
cle on television program¬ 
mes (The more things 
change..., 15^21 January). 

Ute growing popularity 
of citvma seems to be the 
main reason behind the poor 
viewenhip of Hindi serials 
on TV. The standard of our 
soaps are extremely low 
mainly because the produ¬ 
cers arc always attempting to 
gi ve a^imi flavour to the seri¬ 
al s. Television programmes 
on Doordanhan need close 
scrutiny and a total 
revamping. 

It is not that we do not 
have good story-wriien, 
directors or acum/actresses, 

I feel that (he reason behind 
the deterionting qual i ly of 
TV serials is the greed for 
money of some of (be produ¬ 
cers ffho promote vul^ty 
and obscenity in their serials 
10 make it more appealing (o 
the masses. 

Moreover, producerv 
have the habit of stretching 
the serials, only because tius 
ensures moie money for 
them. In (he process, the seri¬ 
als themselves become 
boring. AjnaiH and yunoon 
are cases in point. 

There is no deartii of tal¬ 
ent in our country. What we 
need to do is to utilise them 
properly. 

nejfitmn Sen. New Oeihl 


Mna of no forest 


A propos the aiticle A new 
home for Leo? {22 —28 
January). I have the follow¬ 
ing comments to offer. 


♦ The forest cover is now 
spread over 1900 sq.km 
(which includes both tnsi 
and west Gir forest division) 
and not 1.412 sq.km which 
is actually the area of the 
sanctuary, the core of which 
has already been declared as 
a national porit. 

• Regarding the relocation 
of lions, whiit the Gujarat 
forest department had select¬ 
ed Barda Wildlife Sanctuary 
way back in 1982, the sunc- 
tuary is quite unsuitable for 
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dw purpose bcacuse of its 
heavy Maldhari population 
and its small size (192 sq km 
qrproximately). 

• While the report said that 
Palpur-Kuno has a large 
enough prey base for the car- 
iriv^s. it actually takes a 
miniiDum of ten years to 
build up a vi(d4e prey base, 
as per the feasiUlity study 
date by d>e Wildlife Insti¬ 
tute of ir)dia, Dehra Dun, 
Any move on the part of 
Ihe authorities to relocate the 
1 ions should be made with 
the sad i nsiance of the 
Cbandraprabha satKtuaiy in 
mind. 

BknafP. Mehsqm, Cuttnek 
(Oftmat 
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■ 1 tad not coflte to the 
Coflgtesf becfuie of 
anyone's mercy andl wiU 
iKMioouibeemsQc^ 
«iyone*sfrusteKiQo. 

Ai3UNSlNGK.ccpeM 
Ccfi$r0ts(f} leader. «r a 
l«iMe mre^ ia Aumb 

ghCtfaeCtpgwi l}iei 
ptu miiilimfnn to e^hidi 
iU oust ODini back. 

FlMMASMinottm 


rmvtwf 

m/^6r Coikm boci 
insolAe ^fty 


■ We«eitindiB|at(be 
oDttfotds of hbtery. tW 
fue of die cobflcry depOKb 
on the toiidirity of anutar 
and d ei Dociwk force*. 

V. P. SotOHjormerPrime 
MiHifttr. Oft the rrewtf 
poUhecl dgvtiopmtrni in 
tft$catoiny 


aeroM any o6er in^oraoi 
penoB in d)e world wbo*i 
ao bumble ^ poUlB as 


HelsOrMandcu. 

PraiMMr ofS okA 4Med. 


■ fndUitaDbnpoQMM 
cow.iBdio , .. 

AaantaAyiiaiiMba ' 
afiffobitettAaolMaW 
ofpcWcalbaniiitfRM 




Robin RAFKELt^5 

ospstant secrttary ofstale, 
hintini shat India might 
be given a peiTnaneni 
place in the Umted Nations 
Seeunsy Cauncd 


B Whaicanidoifthe 
party has decided to 
conufiu harakin'^ 

Jacmdambuu Pal, chief 

whip of the Congrtss(0 
l^ishnur Parry in VP. 
onthe Ofyheing in the 
Bate party unit 


S We don't wiBiow land 
10 be oaad afabut oor 
MB^tteurs^ettber iadia 


llADIWy fCUMAB NbML 

Nepakmdtpuryprhae 

wMiwar. raoc*^ ro 
dttadtffoiti AarMUsioA 
Mr uAid Ml reanr^ 01 a 
tor le^bfwir iroaMr M 
toe 


■ Media images are 
reducing women to 
nothing nun than a set of 
vital stausucs 

BfQNDA Karat. 
iettdtr of the AU Indio 
DemocratK Women's 
Association 

ft As longasa guy is 
deccm, Toi willing lo BetUe 
down Caste and creed no 
bar. 

Madhuri DDOT^/Km star, 
on her marriage plans 

















“WE WILL HELP YOUR CHILD 
REALISE THE DREAMS" 


You always strive to provide the best tor your children. 
Here’s your chance to show how much you care for them. 

Introducing ‘Children's Money Back Policy* ‘ a policy 
tailored to provide for children’s higher education and 


siart-indife. 



_CHILDREN’S_ 

Mon ey back policY 

Highlights: 

o Payment of Sun. Assured in instalments 
at age 18. 20.22. & 24. 

• Payment of full Sum Assured in the 
event of unfortunate death during the 
term, irrespective of instalments paid 
earlier 

• Guaranteed addition @Rs. SOA per Rs. 
I.OOO/‘ Sum Assured per year, payable 
at age 26. 

• Loyalty addition ranging from 10% to 
90% of basic Sum Assured, payable at 
age 26. 

% insurance cover of 20% of (he basic 
Sum Assured to the proposer subject to 
cerrain conditions. 

• ^mium-iva/ver benefit available. 

• Sum Assured ranging from Rs.25.000/- 
to Rs.5,00.000/‘. 

Children's Money Back Po//c^- 

You owe it to your little ones. 



Thatlao 
bMrtr of famRy 
Mourtty. 


0fv Carp eraf ion af Jndlo 
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What does the 
term mean? 




U»t wek, when too expi 
In alAMMt aR ttie Mwtpapf 
MW nrin ti ters: Madhavrai 


X 


Who or whdi is a 
* Rajiv loyalisi'? It 
>s an inicnnainK 
question becuitec 
chore is no clear 
answer io it When 
Rajiv Gandhi wa«i 
alive, every mem* 
her of the Cim* 
gross party was a 
Rajiv loyalist, [n the immcJiaic after* 
mathofhisdcath, this snuaiion endured 
— with one qualificsUon. 

When Shu rad Pa war NiakeJ his claim 
ii> he Prime Minister he was opposed by 
the likes i>t Makhan Lai Hotedar, Ghu- 
lam Nabi Aud and Narasimha Rao. 
These men said that they were the iA»e 
Rajiv loyalists; ihai Pa war wasan outsi* 
der atxJ that, therefore, he could not lead 
the party. At the lime, we called them the 
coichc and Narasimha Rao was (heir 
candidate to succeed Rajiv in the 
name of loyalty. 

These days, die coterie has been dis> 
banded. Focedar has even been sacked 
from the ministry and the term 'Rajiv 
loyalist* has come to mean several dilTe- 
rent things. 

Karnataka's S. Bangarappa now says 
that he is keeping Raj i v * s legacy alive by 
opposing the Congress. Arjun Singh, 
whose rise to prominence was orchestra¬ 
ted by Sanjay Gandhi — and not by 
Rajiv — also claims to be (he keeper 
the Rajiv Gandhi legacy. And virtually 
every Congressman wi ch a grudge again¬ 
st Narasirrdia Rao declares that his heart 
resides at lOJanpaih. 

it is easy to see why these people call 
themselves Rigiv loyalists. The term 
gives them a certain identity and it sug- 
ge.sis that rather than being dissidents ~ 
who are out of step with the leadenhip 



—they are (he true inheritors of die Con¬ 
gress tradition. Aird dial Narasitnha Rao 
is Uk outsider. 

B UI thoe is another sense in whkh 
the term 'Rajiv loyalist* is used. It is 
not (he self-serving sense em^doyerl by 
Folcdax (o justify hU fall from power, by 

Aijun Sin^ to explain his expulsion, or 
even by Namsimha Rte> in 1991 to try 
and become Prime Minister, 

Last week, when Rao finally expand¬ 
ed his Cabinet, the lerm featurgd in 
almost all the newspapers Journalists 
used it 10 describe two of Narasimha 


Rao's new ministers: Madhavrao Scin- 
dia and P. Chidambaram. Not only were 
these men called 'Rajiv loyalists', but 
they were also said to "close to lOJan- 
pach" and even "pan of Rajiv Gandhi’s' 
leafn”! 

The fact that so many different news¬ 
papers and magazines should regard 
Scindia and Chidambaram as being 
Rajiv's people intrigues me. Clearly, the 
term is not being used in (he self-serving 
Atjun Singh-Foiedar sense. Neither Chi¬ 
dambaram nor Scindia has any affection 
for the Congress dissidents. In fact, 
when A/jun Singh was suspended, Scin* 
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dia was the only heavyweight who unila¬ 
terally issued a statement welconung the 
move. 

Nor are the two men obviously "doac 
to 10 Janpath". You could argue 4hai 
Mani Shankar Aiyar. who made ii 
his duty (0 fight for Sonia Gandhi' s emo¬ 
tional agenda, fits that description. 


almost cenainly have been finance 
minister. 

But nobody calls Mukbenee a Rajiv 
loyalist. 

S o, what does Ute term mean to the 
public-ai-large? Why do tlw media 
use it for Chidambaram and Scindia and 


I bto Crtfmh the teimloyallir 

MimaUtls us^ It to descftbe two of Naradinha Kao’s 

^Indla (loft) and P. ChMambaram 



haps. S.S. Ahluwalia. 
who drags Rajiv and 
Sonia into every state¬ 
ment. aho makes much 
of his "closeness to 10 
ianpath". 

But Chidambaram and 
.Scindia? 

Nor can ii he (hat the 
iwo men arc typed as 
Rajiv loyalists because 
I hey were pun of his 
government. Cenainly, 

they were two of Rajiv's 
more important mini¬ 
sters. Bui they were not 
the onlyime.s. 

In l4gS. when Si'NDAY 
ran a cover story on 
Rajiv's key ministers, we 
picked a 'Gang of Four*. 

Chidambaram was only 
one of iheni. The other 
three were P. Shiv Shan¬ 
kar. B uu S ingh and Nara- 
simha Rao, Bui nobody 
calls Shiv Shankar — 
now put out to pasture in 
Sikkim — u Rajiv 
loyalist. And not one newspa¬ 
per used this term to desenhe Buia 
Singh, even though he was Rajiv’s 
home ndnisier (and, therefore. Chidam¬ 
baram's boss) and the man behind .sudi 
key decisions as the shiUuiyas at 
Ayodhya 

So. what makes a politician a Rajiv- 
man in the eyes of the media »)d the 
public? 

Could it he that the term is reserved 
for people who would have got key jobs 
had Rajiv lived? If so, then Pranab Muk- 
herjee should be called a Rajiv loyalist. 

After all, he was the head of the ecom- 
mic brains (ran a( 10 Janpa(h. and had 
R^iv not been assassinated, he would 






not for Buta Siagh or Pranab? 

My suspicion that ihough polidcian.^ 
fling Rajiv's name around in an unpleas¬ 
ant self-serving way. the people of India 
int»pre( it in a very specific sense. 

Chidambaram and Scindia both have 
several things in cotnmoii. Tliey are seen 
as being young, clean-cut. honest effici- 
eni and forwa^looking. These are not 
qualities we would immediately as.socb- 
te with either Pranab Mukheijee or Buta 
Singh. 

My feeling is that subconsciously, we 
still think of Rajiv Gandhi and his 
legacy in terms of the early promise of 
Camelot and of pitparing for die 21st 
century. Politicians who appear to be 


cavt m this mould, wlvt share Rajiv's 
vision and his style, hK eugemevb to get 
things dune and hist mpai ie nte with poli • 
iical manipulations, will always be seen 
as Rajiv's people. 

The media will ulways assume that 
they arc ‘'close :o 10 Janpath". even 
when no special closeness exrsis. Ard 
no mailer how many pulilicians actuully 
help Rajiv or were close to him. ii is the 
efficient, honest, icchnocrals who will 
be seen as the ime mherilors of his 
legacy. 

Thi s IS bad new s for A rj un S ingh.Fote- 
dar and the rest of the dissidents, li 
explains why ihcir public invocations of 
Rajiv's name have had no effect. 
Because they do not lit our vision of 
what Rajiv was all about, wc reject their 
attempts to hijack hjs legacy. 

Bui it is also bad news for Narasimha 
Rao- Four years after he became Prime 
Minister, he .still faces a situation in 
which all the talented people in his mini¬ 
stry are still seen as being his predecea¬ 
se's men. 

His own nominees are obscure sleuze- 
h^ls like Malang Smgh or hired hands 
like Ajri Singh, who are being paid for 
their defections. So pervasive is .the 
image of the Prime Mintsier as a do- 
nothing sort of fellow, thai even when 
such politicians as Scindia back him. 
their efficient and honest image ensures 
that they are still seen as Rajiv's people 
and not his. 

It is a sobering ihoughi. And it might 
explain why he is still so insecure about 
lOJanpath. • 
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Tbere*t « fresh oew wind blowing In Knraotmkn. A wind of change. Of entbuelnim. 

Of unflinching commitment. To Kirnetake. And Its people. 

With a new Oovemmeat. under the leadership of 8hrl H.D. Deve Gowda. Karnataka la now 
all eel to march ahead Into a glorious era of peace, progress and prosperity. 

A Responsive Admlnlstrstlon 

A A unique Janata Darehana Programme for ihe public lo air grievances directly to the 
Chief Minister. 

A Monthly 'ftfsss Contact Programme* in each taluk to look Into problems faced by (he 
common man. 

A Special Grieranee CeQ for speedy redreseal of complaints and to initiate action. 

A ^llnnee Cell to look Into complaints against officials. 

A Snipriae checks to be conducted by the Chief Minister. Ministers and all other Heads of 
Departments. 

striving to fulfil the 
aspirations of the 
people of Karnataka 










Top priorilf for Rural Dovelopment 



• 70% of toU( expenditure for Rural Developrnenl. 

• Immediate release of Ra.30 crores lo aolve 
the problem of acute drinking water shortage. 

Too gave ua the maudete and 
ve give back the power lo pou 



e Decentralisation of power to make local bodlea 
more rcpresenutive. more Autonomous and 
more accountable. 

e Simultaneous elections for both Zilla and 
Taluk Panchayals In March 1995. 

More repreeentatlon for women 



e Revolutionary concept of reserving 30% of the 
seats for women in both Houses of Legislature. 

Spotlight on Indue trial Development 



e Acceleration of industrial development with 
special emphasis on power. Infrastructural 
facllltlea and developmental projects. 


Good newa for farmera 



• Interest and penal Intereat waiver on 
agricultural loans. 

• New thrust on Irrigation sector. 

• Plans lo complete all projects In Krishna 
basin by 2000 A.D. 

• On'golng projects in Cauvery baaln to be 
speeded* up. 

Food. Shelter. And a helping hand. 



• Riea at Ra.3.30 per kg for green card 
holders. 

• A comprehensive survey to Identify the 
homeless in each taluk over the next three 
months. Sites and houses to be allotted to 
the deserving. 

• A package of special measures for SC/STa. 
Backward Claasca and Minorities. 

Investing In brighter tomorrowa 



• Private sector and foreign companies' 
Investment encouraged for development of 
power, tourism and communications. 

• A special Foreign Investment Promotion 
Board set-up for quick approvals and 
Implementation of large Investment projects. 

•Three major projects - a Technology Park, 
a Modem Airport and a Rapid Mass 
Transport System - cleared. 
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and this is just the beginning. 
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MAM SHANKAR AJYAA 


Towards a bamboo 


The BKts were a 
devious lot, "perfi* 
dious Albion’ as 
the Frogs called 
them. They cvolv. 
ed for us a system 
of adminisiratioft 
they were careful 
to eschew for iheir 
own island'tuiioo. 
They then gave it the honorific of 'TV 
Steel Frame*. And fancifully endowed 
iu members with the Platonic qualities 
of the philosofriwr-lung. You have only 
to glance at tte title of Philip Mason's 
definitive work on the ICS. The 
Guardians to capture a mirror-image of 
how the civil service of the British Empi¬ 
re saw itself. 

Half-a*century into Independence. I 
believe the greatest mistake the found¬ 
ing fathers of our Republic made was to 
carry into free India the system of admi¬ 
nistration which the Mughal emperors 
had first fa.shioned for imperial ends and 
which the British then fine-tooled into 
the arch instrument of colonialism. 

The two essential characteristics of 
the system were: one, that the administra¬ 
tor must nof be of the people, and, two. 
for that reason, the administrator might 
be assumed to possess qualities of intelli¬ 
gence, knowledge, understanding and, 
above all. ethics superior to the society 
he administered. The foundation of the 
sysrem was contempt — contempt for 
what T.S. Eliot (in a different conteat) 
called "a sullen people clutching their ali¬ 
en gods". 

To this was added centralisation', a 
pyramid of power from the panvari in 
the village to the collector of the district, 
which replicated the pyramid of power 
from Che Governors of the provinces to 
Che Viceroy in New Delhi, and from the 
Oovemor .Genernl of the entonies to Hie 
secreiifies of stale for India and the colo¬ 
nies in London. 

Wc dropped die 'C* and replaced it 
with an A, and then allowed ourselvc.H to 
believe that the Indian Administrative 
Service, no longer being called 'Civil*, 
would actually turn civil, This, we fond¬ 
ly thought, would be enough to trans* 


Administration by the 
people, of the people, 
for the people 


form the entire system. We are now fac¬ 
ing the comeuppance of our naivete. 

TNI KlfMrai of the system at the dis- 
irici level was. has always been, and con- 
linues to be the collator, so called 
because hisprime job is to collect the sta¬ 
te's land revenue. That could nut be ensu¬ 


red without also ensuring law and order. 
So. law-and-order was tagged on to the 
collector's duties, resulting in his being 
variously called district magistrate or 
deputy commissioner in difTerent parts 
of tltt country. 

So much so (hat. for the post- 
Independence reader, the really suiting 
revelation nf Mason's The Guardians is 
the extent to which, in British India, 
development was an incidental distrac¬ 
tion for the civil servant, a pastime, 
indeed, almost a pa/t-lime private enter¬ 
prise to escape the monotony of pig¬ 
sticking before chhota hazari and clipp- 
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ing the punkahwallah one over (be ev 
for not flexing his toe wid) (he required 
dexterity. 

The colonial sy&tem admirably suited 
the purposes of colonial adminismtioo. 
We changed the purpose of ihe system 
— without changing (he system! We are 
now witness, therefore, to the viruitl col' 
lapse of development administration 
everywhere in the country. 

And this is truly surprising because it 
would he almost impossible to find any* 
where in the world a set of individuals ax 
carefully recniited eras highly qualified 
as we hiivc in the lAS. Man for man 


(and. iooeasingly. woman for woman 
or. for (hat mancr. woman for man), the 
lAS^or, aiany me, its upper echelons 
— does, indeed, cmnpnse the best artd 
the brightest (he count^ has lo ofF^. 

However, they have made such a 
meas of (hings that the most inefutable 
argument for Mandalisarion is that if 
(his is alt a meril-based IAS can deliver, 
then what great harm will be done hy ske¬ 
wing il into caste-based recruitment? 

HOW HAS diis happened? Why have 
(he best and (he brightest landed us in the 
worst and the darkest? Obviously, the 
cause ix not to he found in individuals. 
On any objective tcxi. we simply could 
not ha^ bettered the officer ckIic of the 
IAS. What has gone wrong, dearly, is 
(he system. And the most obvious cause 
for die cdUfM of the system is. wc are 
told, the politicians. 


If. however, we stop at this simplistic 
(or Seshaniao) way of considering the 
Ru. (he only soluttoR would be to abo¬ 
lish all pditics and hand over the works 
to (he chief election commissioner 
(CEC). T.N, Seshan and his fans (they 
now run to mindless millions) would, bo 
doubt, be delighted with such an outco- 
me. For, as Seshan says, the IAS is a bro- 
thel and the politicians its pimps. 

But i am not sure how we will remain 
a democracy if the only constitutional 
office that survives is tl^ the C6C. 
Any rational. ef5cient system of sdmi- 

So buQ a the us officer with 
liMMtff for 0 succenion of 
VIPs, thit development has 
become for him, the idle 
distraction, a play-time 
preoccupation. Real worii is 
all about Stf-stffadlHies for 
tile Leader and gourmet 
lunches for his Followers 


nisiration for a democracy — and I 
assume we wixh to continue as a 
democracy — must accept ^liiicians 
and political parties as a fjecessary. 
indeed, indispenrabk evil. Meveover, 
an irremediable evil. The task then is to 
make clean and responsible administra¬ 
tis compatible wi^ the continued and 
indefinite existence of politicians. 

The collector today is Uv alleged 
head of a pyramidicaf system of regula¬ 
tion and control, checks and balances. 
* Alleged" because, frr the most part, 
what the collector in fact is. is duef pro¬ 
tocol officer for his district. He is endles¬ 
sly i nvaded by a successioo of V^g rang¬ 
ing from (he NQVfPs (Not (^uite VfPs) 
to (he ckhoff~m<w (o the />umj 
sahib WIPs and on (o (he EIPs (Ex traor- 
dinarily Irnponanr Persons, identifred 
by their retinue of artnoured cars. Bla^ 
Cals and while lies). 

$0 busy is the collects with 
bondobusr that developmem has beco¬ 
me for him. as for his ICS predecessoR. 
(be idle distraction, a play-time preoccu¬ 
pation. Real work is all about rv-ru facili¬ 
ties for die Leader and gourmet lunches 
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fof his (in Tamil Nadu, her) Follower. 
Please noie (he capita) letien for Leader 
a]>d Followers; any Collector who 
thinks he can treat either category in the 
lower case will find himself transferred 
before he can lisp. ' Sony". 

DCVILOPMENT HAS increasingly 
become the concern, on the one hand. o( 
line departments Itke the PWD. the state 
electri c ity board, the Civi 1 Supplies Cor* 
poration. education, health ai^ so on; 
and, on the other, of a .set of junior offi¬ 
cers whose reach extends (or so they ima¬ 
gine) right dovm to the villages through 
a network of block development ofTiccn 
(BDOs). gram sevah and gram sevikas- 
Over lime, the line departments have 


’med . Since no collector stays at his post 
for much more than two years, and few 
additional ccdkciors (developmem) for 
even a year, their nominal subordtiuies 
are content to leave the pelf to the lAS. 
having assumed to themselves the real 
power. 

The pyramidical scnidure control 
has collapsed because there is no pyra¬ 
mid left. What we have instead is a scr¬ 
ies of gibbets with the cdlector's head 
stuck symbolically on each. 

If in British braes things were diffe¬ 
rent. it was because adminisintion was 
so simple and straightforward, and the 
number of subordinates so limited, that 
the peak of the pyramid could ^tually 
reach down lo the base. Also, the ICS 



become a law unto themselves. N<»ninal- 
ly, they rqxirt to the collector. In actual 
practice, so complex (and technical) are 
their tasks, so dense their networks and 
so incestuous their internal reporting sys- 
t^s. that the collector's actual powers 
of regulation and control are confined to 
spa.smodic involvemeni and, more usual¬ 
ly, arbitrary inietference. 

As for the raw. young things of the 
IAS who begin their professional Uvea 
as additional coUecim (development), 
they are quickly suborned by (heir 
BEKH or, more usually, just overwhel- 


Ttw raaion behind the 
collapse ol the IAS system, m 
are told, are the poilbeim H 
«n stop at this simpKetk (or 
Seshanlon) way of comideriflK 
the rot. tho only solution 
woiddbotoaboUshUipoltics 
and hand over the woriis to 
CSCTJI.Seohatt 


took pride in dividing itself into Beld 
officen and HQ ofTicen, each looking 
w ith disdain at (he other. 

Till well into this century, most ICS 
field officers were content to ^end 
vimially (b^ entire carter is the 
countryside, retiring as distria magistra¬ 
tes or commissioners after three or four 
decades is the held. Now. your typical 
IAS officer sees the last of the village as 
quickly ai he poasibly can. He becomes 
a collector within four to eight years of 
becoming a dvit servant and by the time 
he is 30, or ai most 35. he has started putt¬ 
ing as much distance as possible bet¬ 
ween bimself and the field. 

TNI VBfIY best and brightest IAS offi¬ 
ce of my generation (orte batch below 
mine) hm proved just how bright he it 
by making good his escape from rural 
f^iiy after serving a single tenn as sub* 
divisiooal magistrate (SDM). 1 have not 
the slightest ^ubt that he will be (he 
next c&net secretary but two. 

The tragedy is dm secrcuriat officers 
whose last field experience was ten to 30 
years ago. are supposed to be controlling 
tlw colleclcrs, who are supposed to be 
controlling the BDOs. In this Kingdom 
of the B1ind.(heonc<yedaiani$ BDO! 

The result is piai n for all to see. There 
is not a single village in my constituency 
that is not served by electricity. Equally, 
there is not a single village where tiK 
street lightb actually bum. 1 was in Koo- 
ihiyampettai villa^ last week. Just to 
give quantitative verisimilitude to (he 
baldness of my impressions, I counted 
the number of electric posts in Ok Hari- 
jan hamleu of the village; 3S in all. each 
festooned with projections for lube- 
lighu. Du^ turned to darkness as I 
watched. Only two switched on as night 
fell. 

Another example. My constituency is 
dotted with liier^ly hundreds of ov^- 
hesl tanks (OHTs). 1 q urban agglomera- 
Uons, some work; in rural parts, at any 
given utne. hall to three-quarters are non- 
functional, (heir motors ^imt out. (he 
pumps not working. 

As for handpumps. every slum, every 
street has not ope but seve^. Together, 
diey amount to not hundreds or thou¬ 
sands but tens oT thousands. 1 test- 
checked at the Harijan colony in Maruda- 
mapallam. next 6oot to a private prawn 
farm. there were eight handpumps in all, 
seven provided by the administration, 
one privately installed by the prawn 
farm. Unsurprisingly, only the last is 
working. 
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The story is the same in almost every 
field of human welfare: schools without 
buildings; health centres without doc¬ 
tors, compounders oi medicines; lanes 
that turn into rivers of slush ai the first 
rains; roads that art no rrtore than a 
tar holding logeiber a network of 
potholes: haJIs without r^ioa; TV 

rooms without TVs; community centres 
with the tiles blown off the roofing and 
Mother Barth hersel f coming up through 
the gaping lacunae in the flooring. 

TM MIMAMAMMIPIT ii appalling. 
Tlte IAS had devised no system to stem 


Mandalisauon legitimi¬ 
ses ihclocN. 

Blit there is very link 
to be made out in mainle- 
narKe. After all. how 
many Urbe-lights can you 
steal, how many harul- 
purt^) washers can you 
sell? Thus, the irony of 
the development syisdio- 
me is chat inhastructure 
comes Into existence 
because of the corruption of the politi¬ 
cians. And services coUapae because of 
the incompeteocc of the administrators. 

The best and the brightest have totally 
failed to provide an antidote to diis syn- 
drr>me. Ufe in poor India b hellish. Ihe 
only hope of our people emergiDg from 
that Hell oo Earth is to give iSc powers 
and resources for adminisovion to the 
peopk. Only if Panchayaii Raj comes 
will the peo^ be abk to derrtand street 
lights, at of right, from iheir elected 
rqiresenutjve who lives in die street. 
A^ only the power of the voter will for* 








rt#iw ijyifmpg tr> mil ccNUtin«*^nMerM* 
fS laWwr iriMtfng VI e^urty oduAv tf n« US. du or 

lOuV^MVVlAdlri^tfi l/v/'tiUMetf'WWMcii WmipAo 


ce (he elected representatives to deliver 
to his electorate. 

In a word, and T.N. Seshan notwith¬ 
standing, we need more politicians, no( 
less, to make our democracy work. Once 
a handful of legislators in Parliament 
and the state Assemblies is substituted 
by an vmy of elected representatives in 
the panchayats and nagarpalikas, power 
will really pass to the people. And only 
t>^ will (heir pi(ifully petty needs be 
even marginally met. 


MfT THAT prospect is stymied by our 
continued clinging to the steel frame. A 
centralised bureaucracy is incompatible 
with a decentralised polity. In every real 
democracy in the world, local govern- 
mem Is admini.stered by locally- 
recruited staff. The con¬ 
cept of the collector is 
unique to the remnants of 
British India — Pakistan. 
Bharat and Bangladesh. 

The IAS must he slash¬ 
ed into a secretariat servi¬ 
ce. And the now 
Consli lutiunaJly-sanciion* 
ed local authorities 
should be empowered to 
recruit their own officers, 
their own engineers, their 
own accountants, their 
own clerks. And the 
sweetener we can — 
indeed, must — offer the 
IAS is vastly increased 
salaries in exchange for smaller (albeit 
Mandaliscd) numbers. If we cut recruit* 
ment to the IAS to no more than 50 a 
year, we could increase IAS salaries by a 
factor of three without adding to the buf' 
den on the e xchequer. 

Ute bcsi and the brighte.si of the Mon- 
dalisLs would then run our secreiarials. 
freed of the necessity of taking bribes to 
the buy the baby's milk; the bulk of the 
secretarial would be manned by lateral 
recruib on live-year contracts; and the 
people at the district and sub-district 
level would be left to administer them¬ 
selves through admimstraton they them¬ 
selves hire and themselves fire. 

Administration by (he people, of the 
ptifpk and for the people is the only way 
Independence for the country can be 
translated, a half-centuty after 1947, 
into freedom ter ihe peo(4e. The steel 
frame musi be dismantled. And a bam¬ 
boo frame erected in lU place. • 


Life Ir poor India a MRah. 
nw only hopo of our poopfi 
omerpns from that Hell on 
Earth ki b give tho poirera and 
roiourcoa for ad mMstnlion 
b the people. (My H 
Nnchayati Raj cornel wil the 
people be able b demand 
their righb 


dw roc Instead, 
(bey are criminal¬ 
ly lowing themselves lo 
he co-opted by ibe system 
Tbe reason why thou¬ 
sands and thousatbds of 
c rores are unstintiRgly 
^eM on roads, electri¬ 
city. drinking water, 
piMk works is that the 
’politkiin gets his cut 
from it. as do theerffSem 
from the line depart- 
menu, is does the BDO 
and every one of his staff 
down to the meanest 
clerk. Increasingly. 1 am 
told, even the lAS has tak¬ 
en (0 raking in its hafic. 










POLITICS 



Vitar Pradesh chief minister 
Mulayam Singh Yadav proves his 
majority in the House with tacit 

Congress support 


SAILING 


Uhough (he C<¥igre.u even* 
lually with4rew. last 
moAih, iu support to the 
Miilayem Singh Yddav^ted 
minoniy Samajwadi Puiy* 
Bahujan Samaj Pvty government in 
Uttar Prwkiih. the move has posed no 
threai to the {4-month*old regime. 

Chief minister Mulayam Singh 
Yadav was confident all thrau^ about 
continuing in office. "The withdrawal of 
support by the Congress would not 
affect our govern meni/ he said, and 
even ihc Opposition Bharatiya ianau 


Piny (8J?). which has a sizeable presen¬ 
ce in the st»e Assembly, realised the fuii • 
lily <A trying to ouu Ihe SP-BSP 
combine. 

Both knew from the sian that the Con¬ 
gress was merely trying lo pacify N.O. 
Tiwan, who had ne&igoed as the Uttar 
Pradesh Congress Cummidec (UPCC) 
chief in pnMcsi against the ^y high 
command's refusal to meet his demand 
of withrawiftg support lo the Mulayam 
Singh govemmeni. 

Thi s was ev ident from the contrid icto* 
ry siaiements made by the party 


spokesmen in New Delhi, the actions 
and utterances of ixx leaders in Lucknow 
and. above all. by the s i lence of party pre¬ 
sident P.V. NarasimhaRao. 

Tiwari was always suspiciouk of his 
party's leadership. He began campaign¬ 
ing against ibe Mulayam government in 
September last year after police H red on 
agiiaiors demuring a separate hill state 
of Uttarakhand. Renewed firing by the 
police in Dehra Dun. MusMwrie and the 
rape of women at Mu/affamagar promp¬ 
ted Tiwiri to harden his stand, and ulti¬ 
mately. quit after the high command 


'iw 











Jttendn Prasad 
(abora) was ssiit 
toLiicinoiirto 
aaaoratliat 
DaBiPa brief was 
canted ouL And 
DaHiPa aland 
wasdMw; 
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ignored his demand age became deafer on 8 Fehfuaiy when 

Rao's poliricaJ secretary Jitendra Pra- he managed to prove d>e majority of his 
sad was KRt to Lucknow to take over minority govemment on the ftoor of the 
from Tiwah to ensure that Delhi's brief stale AssemUy 


was carried out. And Delhi's stand was 
clear—"Mu lay am was to be aJ lowed to 
continue." 

The Congress high command, appa* 
remly, had two objectives to fulfil — 
"fia" N.D. Tiwan, who posed a serious 
challenge to Rao through hi.s assertive 
and aggressive actions; and reopen (he 
Congress doors for a rapprochement 
with Muslims by projecting Rao as the 

true saviour of Mulayam, -i—i* '■ 

who is highly regarded by | ' 

ihccommunUy. I 

R jo achieved his goal 
l>anially by letting 
Tiwari exhaust his irump 
cards and ihcn conceding 
his demand ai least in 
letter, if noi in spirit — 
when it was reiterated by 
EVasad. By doing (his, 

Rod also convey^ ihc 
message (hat the new 
UPCC chief carried more 
clout than Tiwari. 

But Ihc foci (hat Rao 
had no imeniion to enist 
Mubyam despite (he fv* 
mul withdrawal of sup> 
pon became clear when 
he announced that ihe 
Congress would have no 
iruck with the BJP under 
any circumstances. He 
was obviously aiming at MwsiarhM 
mollifying the Muslims. ^ 


The Congress drama i4oud badly 
exposed. After ihe withdrawal of sup* 
port to (he Mulayam government. Con* 


T !>c vote on account was tabled in ihc 
House on 7 February, but Congress 
members, instead of showing any inter* 
est in voting, spent their energy on crcai- 
ing a human wall between the BJP and 
the SP'BSP members who nearly came 
(o blows in Ihc well of (he ffousc. 

The BJP members fell into the ruling 
coalition's trap of being provoked into 
creating chaos and even going to the ext¬ 
ent of climbing atop the Speaker's 
podium. And if pandemonium broke out 
in (he House, the BJP was solely to 
blame. In the bedlam that followed, 
Speaker Dhani Ram Vcrnia rushed 
through the Appropriation Rill with (he 


gress leaders, including UPCC chief vote on account for a sum ol Rs 809 
Jitendni Prasad and Congress Legislalu* crure. 

re Party fCLP) leader Pramod Tiwah, While this confusion helped the ml* 
had gone about saying Ihm they were ing coalition lo bulldog; itit way 
committed to topping the Mulayam through. BJP'.s call for division was "not 


government. 


heard" by the Speaker. Uier. the Con* 








' 

'V . •' ^ 



Ibnrti Pitt nwtf I: flied hy the Congrwi high eommaBd 


bvidenUy. he had (he minority com* They, however, pleaded that the Con- 
munity in mind when he pushed gress'strength of23 in the state Assemb* 
MuJayam into passing the buck for (he ly was not enough to move a no* 
demolition of the Babri Masjkl on to (he cooBdence motion and the question of 
now-expelled Congress leader. Aijun their voting on a BJP-sponsored motion 
Singh. didnoi ari)»ea( all 

Had it not been for Rao. Mulayam So they promised to bring down the 
would no( have gone out of his way to government by voting it down on Ok 
accuse Aijun Singh of conspiring with motion of (huks to the Governor's 
the BJP to pull down Ote moaque. He address or on (he vote on vcouni thai 
conveniently forgot thai he had once Mulayam hod to take for (he Him quarter 
held Rao "as respcmsible as the BJP" for of the new financial year in the absence 
(he act. of a ful l-fledged budget (hat could mu be 

That Mulayam enjoyed Rao’ i patron- prepared by the government this time. 


gress members, too. claimed that tltey 
had made u sinular cull, which apparent¬ 
ly went unheeded. 

The next duy was inore crucial us the 
BJP moved a written request for a divi* 
sion of votes well before Ihe c'onimcncc- 
inent of proceedings on the moiion of 
I hanks 1u IhcGovermK's address. At the 
end of his speech on the amendment to 
ihe motion of thanks. Kalyun Singh 
went on insi vti ng I hat tK' voting be cuiri • 
cd out through a secret hallol. However, 
the Speaker chose to first pui the amend¬ 
ment (0 voice vow. but angr> protests by 








MLiTtCS 


the BJP foa'ed him lo conduct the voting 
bya$ho^v of hands. 

The BJP can>c in for a shock when its 
amendment motion was defeated hy a 
massive margin of SS voles. While tlwrc 
were only 161 votes in favour of Ihc 
BJP’s amendment, there were as many 
as 2 (9 against it Kalyan Singh and other 
BJP memhets protested v<icifen>usly 
against the count, hut in all the noise and 
dm that prevailed, the Speaker declared 
the mol ion of thanks puvsed. 


However, Ihc Governor declined to com* 
meni and there were divergent views on 
whether the Governor had any say over 
ihe Speaker's ruling. 

However, even if the daims made by 
the Iwo parties are granied, ihe ruling 
codition would still be ahead of the BJP. 
It has 198 members in the House. Besi* 
des. Mulayam's manipulations ensured 
him Ihe support of the four Janata Dal 
members and seven of the cighl 
Independents 



some of its member:: had cross-voted. 
Some SP members claimed that besides 
the three BJP members who enwsed 
5oor$ openly, al least four others had vot¬ 
ed for ihc ruling coalition from the hack 
seats. They made similar claims about 
cross-voting hy some Congress mem- 
bers also. The lone CPI and CPM mem¬ 
bers had abstained. 

One cannot be definite about what 
went wrong for the BJP and ihe Con¬ 
gress. But the BJP s refusal to issue a 


•K. . 


"U* * 



The Congress* role was exposed once 
more. Its member% only made half¬ 
hearted efforts to press for a separuie 
vote on their amendment, though mch a 
demand had been made by CLP leader 
Pramod Tiwari, deputy leader Naresh 
Agarwal and chief whip Jagdambtku 
Pal. And their subsequent protests again¬ 
st the chair's decision became tame and 
perfunctory. The Congress had abstain¬ 
ed from voting on the BJP-sponsored 
motion. 

Both parties alleged that the Spc^cr 
had concluded (be proceedings without 
fHJthng the motion of thanks to vole. "It 
was only the amendment that had been 
pul to vole,*' they argued. But the Spea¬ 
ker mamtained that the motion of thanks 
had been presented and passed by the 
llouK amidst the paodemonium. 

The Congress also followed the BJP 
in taking a separate delegation to Gover¬ 
nor Modlal Vora to protest against (he 
proceedings. Kalyan Singh urged Uw 
Governor to verify (he idcnti(y of its 175 
legislators by carrying out an identifica¬ 
tion panck Both Kalyan Singh and Pra- 
mod Tiwan also diiiputed ihc couniing. 


Had tt not b«M for Rao. 
Matayam woaM not have 
gone out of his way to 
accuse Affun Sh^ of 
consptring with the Bm 
to pul down Hie mosoue 


Significantly, he also managed to win 
Ihe support of three BiP memhctN. who 
openly sM on ttk Treasury Benches to 
raise their harvds with the ruling coali¬ 
tion. TTtat totals up to 2(2 in a House 
425 which presently has three vacan¬ 
cies, leaving ils actual strength to 42^, 

However, one SP member hod voted 
with the BJP. 

H ow Mulayom managed lo notch up 
a tally of 219 remains a mystery. 
The BJP lias claimed that each trf its 17.) 
members wax present in (be House. But 
obviously (here were some absentees or 


whip remains incxphctihlc. as docs the 
absence of at least six Congrew mem¬ 
bers who defied their party whip. 

But one thing is certain: Mulayain hiis 
emerged as the real gamer and managed 
tirsail pra another crisis. "I had always 
said lhal I would pMve my majority on 
the floor of the Mouse; it was a major 
blow 10 communal forces." he s«itd after 
(he proceedings. Though much of ihe 
success has been at iri bu led (o hshrew¬ 
dness and manoeuvring skills! i( i& an 
open secrei that he wouldn't have suc¬ 
ceeded without the Congress* lacjt 
supp»>rt. 

After all. six of Mulayam's dissi¬ 
dents. led by V.M. Singh and Praveen 
Singh Aron (known as the young turks 
in the partyi would not have fallen in 
line with Mblayom, if they hud known 
(hat the Congress was genuinely interest¬ 
ed in toppling the government. 

For Mu I ay am’s last'minute bid (o 
placate them by conceding their long¬ 
standing demands, mainly connected 
with the devciopmenfol ihcir constituen¬ 
cies, svould IKK have been enough. • 


IS 











Titting dangerously 


The US seems to be renewing its military ties with Pakistan 

or Pid^isian. He pleaded that mi&si- 


Qu iic cleariy, US pol i* 
4 ^ cies (owards ihis pan 
of the world need to 
be watched more care* 
fully and evaluated 
more critically thao 
been the case 
recent post. The 
vi sit to 1 he subennt i nent by the US defr n* 
ce secretary 1 William Perry, had created 
in New Delhi a mood of cautious c^ini' 
ism 8b(mi the future cour* 
se of lr>do>US relations 
even in the sensitive area 
of security, in addition lo 
the economic sphere in 
which mutual coopera¬ 
tion is expected to take 
even big:ger strides. But 
of laic. Washington 
has been busy throwing 
cold water on these 
hopes. The exercise is evi¬ 
dently deliberate and 
twofold. 

In the first place. Per¬ 
ry's talk of "even- 
handedness" between 
India and Pakistan is turn¬ 
ing out to be sham. It 
looks more like a prelude 
to a renewed pro 
Paki.stan "(iir. There can 
be no other meaning of 
Perry's extraordinary sta¬ 
tement that the Presskr 
Amendment having fail¬ 
ed to persuade Pakistan not to go 
nuclear had lost its utility and become an 
obstacle in improved US-Pakiijian 
relations. 

Since other administration officials 
have been singing the same tune. 
Washington's intention to do away with 
Press ler xnd resume miblary supplies to 
Pakistan, beginning with (he 38 F-I6s it 
has already paid for. is obvious. 

Senator Larry Pressler. the author of 
die famous amendment (under which 
US military and economic aid to Paki¬ 
stan has remained suspended for nearly 
five years! had evidently foreseen the 
shape of things to come, i le had protest¬ 


ed vigorously when Perry, during his 
stay in Nlamahad. had revived the securi¬ 
ty eonsuitaiion group. 

The key question ttow is whether the 
Clinton administration can persuade the 
Republican-domiruied Congress to 
repeal the Pressicr Amendment under 
wtiKh no gift of armaments or cash can 
be made lu Pakisun until the U.S Picsi- 
dent can certify that Pak i sun nei iher has 
a nuclear weapon nor is engaged in 


And how can the President certify this 
when, five yean after the invocation of 
the Pressicr Amendment. Perry himself 
IS saying that Pakistan may alr^y have 
assembled the nuclear weapons wdiich 
had existed earlier in components only? 

The sectmJ area in which AcneriCii's 
ruling estaM'shment is (Bering offence 
to this country focuses on the vexed 
nuclear issue. Duiing his talks in New 
Delhi, Perry did not even urge India to 
sign the NfT nur to roll back the nuclear 
programme Allhcemf^iasised waslhai 
there should he no further "escalation*' 
of the nuclear capability of ciihtr India 


le$ should not he deployed. 

Since his return home, things have 
changed radically, Not a day has pa.sscd 
when some senior official of the admi- 
nisiration or the other has ntH made a sta- 
lemeni imperiously demanding that 
India (and Pakistan) should join the 
NPT regime to which, ironicully, many 
nonmucleur signatories are objecting, as 
became clear at the Prcpcom for I he 
April meeting where 
the issue of this treaty's 
ex lensi on ts to he dec ided. 

Even more objectiona¬ 
ble is Washington's 
return to the old dictum 
of the nuclear problem in 
South Asia being 
"resr^ved'’ within a 
rest rtcii vc coniex t confin* 
cd U) India and Pakistan 
only. In the recent past, 
US policy-makers hud 
begun (vluciamly to 
accept tile Indian posiiion 
that DO regional arrange 
ment could be possible 
without China's padici- 
paiion in it. 

But their formula of a 
mu It i I atera) conference 
fell flat bi'causc of Chi¬ 
na's refusal to let its 
nuclear prugnimme even 
he discussi^ at such a 
conrcrvncc. 

Now, Lynn Davis, undersecretary ol 
state for see utity quest ions, tal ks patron i- 
singly that after India and Pakistan have 
been deprived ol the nuclear option. 
Arnica might see if the arrangement 
can be "stretched" a little to attend to 
Indian concerns! 

.^xdly. this wi’U-drcIwsiralrYi I’um- 
paign is being greeted by New Delhi 
with a deafening silence. The Chinese, 
while retaliating for US trade sanctions 
have declared that they would not allow 
their "sovereignty and national dignity*' 
U) he triCed with. This concept seems to 
have disappeared from the Indian 
government's lexicon. • 



LMUtYnEmER 


Senator Lany Presster, the author of the fannus 
Pressier Amendment, had protested v^iorously 
when US defence secretary Wiliam Peny, dur»¥ 
his stay in Islamabad, had revived the seemity 
consultation group 


acquiring one. 


•UMOnviP- «reenm>vil 
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WOOING THE 
VOTERS 

Despite T.N. Seshan's threats, most political 
parties announce pre-poll sops for the 
minorities and the backwards 


t was a move which was bound (o i Union welfare miiustry's expla- 
gel chief eleciiun commissioner nation that a 1992 Supreme Court judge- 




(CCC) T.N. Sevhan to react. On 
25 January. Union welfare mini* 
sier Sitaram Kesri issued a notifi¬ 
cation increasing the age limit for candi¬ 
dates from Other Backward Castes 
(OBCs) appearing for the Civil Services 
Examinations lu 31 years. The notifiea- 
lion gave OBC candidates seven ehan* 
ces to appear for the Union f^blic Servi¬ 
ces Commission (UPSC}*held examina- 


ment had clanfied that there was no 
restriction on relaxing the age limit for 
OBCs. According to the Election Com¬ 
mission, it was the liming of the announ¬ 
cement which constitute a violaiion of 
the eleciocal Code of Conduct. 

Seshan pronely issued a notice to 
the welfare minisuy stating that the sche¬ 
me amounted to ‘a substantive viola¬ 
tion’'of (he Code of Conduct and that the 


lions. The notification also extended the . i 

dale of receipt of applicatioott for thitt 

year's e.ammalionsLm 6 Febmary to pon«l>lf • 

28 Februarv didnoi worry Kesn. He even 

Ibis ^nouncement precipitated a *2? *'*”!!! 

confrontalion between the Election he W in and «pfesW 


Commission and the government. Noti- 
ficultons forelections to six states going 
to the polls in March had already been 
issued. And any announcement of a poli¬ 
cy decision by the Centre after this con¬ 
stituted a violation of the clccu^ Code 
of Conduct. 

And more so in this 
case a^ the UPSC had the 
option of postptKiing the 
dale of receipt of applica¬ 
tions till after the elec¬ 
tions got over. The 
announcement regarding 
the relaxation of age limit 
in (hat ca.\e could have 
come after the polls were 
over. 

As was to be expected. 

T.N. Seshan did not miss 
the notification. He first 
wrote to the Cabinet BaaIi eAd 

secretary asking for ^ 

further details about the pft*p( 

scheme. The Election 4#*B»hh 

Commission, meanwhi* WWrorj 

k. rejected the 


confidence that the CEC would not do 
anything to hurt the *OBC cbildm)*. 


had political consequences if only the 
Congress had decided to go ahead with 


And even otherwise, according to Kesri, the scheme but since oJI political parties 
the scheme did nut constitute a violation had agmed to ii, it wa.s heyuiid the pur- 
oftheCodeofConductsirtceiiwasokay* view of the Code of Conduct. Sitaram 
ed at an all-pany meeting. It would have i Kesri argued. 

But why the haste? 
Kesri maintained iKai the 
last dale for receiving 
applications for the civil 
service exams wa.s fast 
approaching and as welfa¬ 
re minister he had tu take 
action on an "issue which 
had been pending for the 
last 40 years". 

T his is not the first time 

ihai Kesri has announ¬ 
ced concessions for the 
minorities and backwar- 

Both Sharad Pawar (M) aU Bija Patnallt bavB anBouacU ^“7^ 

pit-poll package! la thoir lespecthre atates. With the Assembly polls in 

Aiteiiiblypolli roMdthtcofaor, thn are wooing the OBCs 

II I »■ » MB 11 —welfare minister had said 
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SlUram Kesri: undeterred by TJ. Seshen's diktats 


thul chc ccninil government 
would Ircai religious nunontieK %s back* 
ward classes and extend reservations lo 
them in government jobs. 

Thtmgh no time-frame had been 
announced for the implementation of 
the decision, the policy was designed to 
benefit over 100 million Muslims, The 
announcement too hod constituted a vkv 
laiion of the electoral Code of .Conduct 
since the move was seen as ineans to 
strengthen the Congress* positirm 
among the minorities. 

Coming as it did after the fiasco over 
the Urdu news bulletin oivBangatore 
Doordarshan, this step was seen as yet 
another attempt to woo the minonues. 
The government's decision to start a dai¬ 
ly Urdu news bulletin was not only seen 
as a violation of the Code of Conduct by 
the Election Commission since the bulle¬ 
tin was aired after the election process 
had started in these states, the Bhoniya 
Janata Party (BJP) had taken strong 
objections to it. There had been large- 
scale protests and violence and the 


government was forced lo stop the 
bulletin. 

There Nvere other occasions, too. 
when the Election Commission had 
cracked dovm on the Congress and its 

T.i. StifiM: craddng down 


stop 



leaders. Just before the Andhra Pradesh 
and Karnataka Assembly polls, the food 
ministry had diverted a large quota uf 
sugar to these states. Seshan interpreted 
this as a move to woo the voters and in 
an unprecedented decision, asked the 
Prime Minister to sack food minister 
Kolpnath Rai, The CEC also pulled up 
Siiaram Kesri for trying to inCuence the 
electorate by making statements in 
favour of reservations and suggested 
that he too be sacked. 

T his lime around, there has not been a 
murmur of protest about increasing 
the age limit fur OBCs from any politi¬ 
cal parly. )usi as there has been no pro- 
(estv about, at least, two other schemes 
which have been announced in Orissa 
and Maharashtra fur the minorities. 

In Orissa, chief minister Biju Patnaik 
has announced a pre-poll package for 
specific groups including women, far- 
mcr« and back ward classes. The govem- 
mei < agreed in principle that it would 
increase reservation 'if jobs for buck- 
ward cla.%ses from 12 to 27 per cent and 
that several new communities like 
Gopdts. Mahunia.% and Puhans would 
bcincliidcd in the OBC list. 

Patnaik's annoiinccinent came a day 
after the state's chief electoral officer 
had drawn the CM's attention lo the 
inslmciiuns from the chief election com¬ 
missioner about what constituted a viola¬ 
tion of the C'odc of Conduct. 

In Maharushira. chief minisier Shared 
Pawar's declaration in the slate Assemb¬ 
ly Ihui there would be reservations for 
the Gowaris in academic, social and 
semi-official jobs is also being seen as a 
violation i>f the model Code of Conduct, 
though ihc Election Commission has 
not taken any action on this so far. The 
17 lakh-strong Gowari population is 
spread in several districts of Vidharbha. 
Nagpur artd Amaravaii and has the abili¬ 
ty to sway electoral prospects in at least 
17 A&sembly constituencies. This move 
Of reserving certain jobs for the Ckiwaris 
is being seen as the first step to include 
them in the OBC category. 

T.N. Se&han did manage lo ensure 
that the last round of Assembly elections 
were free and fair. He even succeeded in 
limiting (he poll expenditure of political 
ponies. But with his authority being 
questioned by both the political parties 
and (he courts, his attempts to strictly 
enforce the model Code of Conduct still 
seems a far cry. • 
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STRUCK 


These days, it is astrolof>ers who 
coll the shots in New Delhi 


#M;innM>h;in Smtih or will be saclkCii by 

ihcemlof iVbrujry 

# Juydluluha is ImiuV IaI)' oI Oeshny. Ilci htmtscopc is 
much smwKUf lhaii SoMiu (juiicllir s. 

#Arjun Singh wOl sci up his own puny unJ will lc;iJ the 
OpptHiiion inu> the nesi ckvlion, 

#Nvusimhii Riut's hculih needs »ueiUum, H it docs nol 
improve then there wil! be u vuc^ocy in nalioiiul p»>liiicv 

•ShariMl Pa war's gixxJ peri<iU begins on 15 July and lasts 
for I wo ) ears. Duri ng ihi s i i me he o ni Id we 11 bectmic 
Prime MiniMcr. 

# T be Congress w i II he headed by n 'nicial ly non • 1 nd lun 
figure'. 

#The next great Indian leader will be horn in south India 
on 20 April, 2007. He willberuleroflmliuinhis.^bth year 
and will lead us into a golden age. 


r«l»fw«teW? 


















W hen you know whal the future is, ihcn life 
holds few surprises. If you believe Delhi's 
asin^logers. ihcn the stole of Indian politics 
has alaoJy been mapped out in ibe havens. 
The nest Prime Minister, ihc next Opposi- 
liim leader, the results of the next election — all these ore 
known lo iliosc who sttKiy the stars. 

Small wonder, then, that the current political crKis has 
meant that while MPs ore mired in ;birolo|KT^ are 

undergoing o txnm of the like they have never seen b^oic. 

f.vervlMHJv who luattcri^ in Delhi goes to astrologers. It 
isn’t, they «y. that they necessarily believe what iheasinilO' 
gers tell them, but you know, it never hurts tt> get a link 
guidance.. 

King uf the astro bulfs of course, is Nurasiinha Rao. 
Legend has it that the Prime Minister does not make a move 
withoni consulting his astrologers. Last year, as ihe results uf 
tlw devastaiing Assembly election defeats came in. esvrybtv 
dy agreed that a Cabinet reshufOe or. oi the very kusi, an 
exp;insM>n was an abstiluic necessity 
Lxcepf of course, iliat Narasimha Rao couldn’t decide 
when exactly this a*shulTle would he. lie had lo ctmsuli his 
ustroltigers. They, in turn told him that the peruxi before 
Makiir SarikranI was had for all Hindus artd that nu decisions 
should be ituidc till this phase had passed 
This explanation was conveyed, in all scrknisiKss. to iispir* 
ants and MPs. When Arjun Singh resigned and ihrcmencd to 
tour the country KKt*nKiuihing Rau, thisexplanaiion wasreilc* 
niicO Yes, of course, the Cabinet would he rcshufflc'd. Yes. of 
ciHirse. Arjuii Singh would be suspended or even expelled. 
Rut luH before Makar Sankrani because you kiHiw. this period 
is biid for all Hindus 


HIGH I 


rinally. one minister lost his lenipcr hven if you believe in 
all this nonsense, he exploded, what does it have to do with 
Arjun Singh * Is he a Muslim? If theperisid i> bad fur all Hm* 
du <, t hen 1 1 <x as had for A rju n .Si ngh as it is for Noras i ,iiha R»). 

Hnimin, said the Prime Minisic'r's men, Thurs a gt>od 
point, we hadn’t thought of that. But of cour^c. it didn't make 
any di (Terence aul I. Rao wai led li U M akar Sankrant had pass¬ 
ed before selling in motion the chain iif events that led to 
Singh's expulsion ;ind last week’s Cabinet expansion. 


Nobody missed the astndogKal significance of the rc>diuf- 
flc, either. Two deadbeats with soidid political credentials 
were included in the ministry s«>Ieiy because of their links 
with astrologers Ruia Singh, a discredited Hunky from the 
Rajiv era, craw led hock into the Cabinet with the hlescjng,c of 
Cl landra Swann. the Raspui i n of Race C'lHirse R< ud I'he S wa- 
mi\ rival, iIk* lean and hungry N.K.Shamia. insisicx1oniX|ual 
space for his astrological pniwess and gut his own man in iis 
well; a shady wl)c‘elcr*dealer called Malang Singh, 

As fur as the asiiologers were cimcemcJ. theii iiK'ssagc i(> 
Narasimha Run did not have to do with the future of India. Ii 
was much mure basic love me. love my Singh. 



N arasimh.i Rao’s devotion to Chandra Swami is well 
d^AUOiented Kven m the Indira Gaixlhi era. when the 
S wai rl^ js relai i vc I y obscure. Rao would nrJi oft lo he at his 
side. There is that fainoiis ptclurc of the yuang Oandra 
Swami squatting sinisicriy hcsidc a hare-chc'MCd Kaoat smix* 




tnt Swami's camp claims that the Prime Minister K foie* 


NarasimhaRao’s devotion loChandn 
Road, is well documented, but the lean 
closer to the PM now 


ver aidjng for fta^-anx to be performed on his behalf. It argues 
that Nurasimha Rao’s ability to withstand the kinds of politi¬ 
cal crises that would have Uni shed off any other Prime Mini¬ 
ster stems from the asiroliigicul guidance that Chandra Swami 
provides. 

The Swami’s chief commercial hvoJ. the lean and hungry 
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body believes ihcm anyhow. This is why Chandra Swaini gcis 
an aJI sUr lumout of ite Cabinei at his birthday parties. And 
N.K. Shanna is widely regarded as the most influemiul mcm 
her of the Pri ™ M inisier* s inner circk* (despite u brief eclipse 
folkwing the Sonoay expose last year) 

Bui do these astrologers ucliully manage ui id I Kjouny th¬ 
ing of suhsLmcc?Thc evidence suggests that they di' not. In 
Oecembef IW2. the Prime Minister wjs paralysed by siirpri 
se and homic as the suneh p*irivto destroyed the Buhn Mas- 
jkI. Clearly, Chandra Swami. who had claimed lo have been 
instilvcd in res4ilving the issue, had railed u> lUesce iIk 
demolition. 

Likewise. Nanisimhii R:«i awaited llic results of ihc 
Andhni electums last winter with a degan' ol cijuuninnty. lie 
genuinely bcliocd that ihe C'ongrcss had won. When the 
news of the landdulc sunk in, he slipped into a state of para* 
lysis again. 

No matter how impressive Shiinna's ami Chaitdfa Swaini's 
credentials may he, neither man has munageiJ to warn Rati 
about Ihc vnscs that ihivalcncd lo destroy his prime 
niiniMcrship. 

(Chandra Swamrs people argue that noi only was their 
guru aware of the suitcase crisis hui that one of bis ininiimc 
handled the early nigoiiations with Hiushad Mchia). 

The problem is that no two usirologcrs ever seem lo agree 
on urythi ng. As the pred iclions quoted u1 the heg i nn i ng of i his 
uitKlc will demunsirdte. asiiology has become largely a maU 
ter of making faneiful elai ms and hoping that the law < if avera • 
ges will worh to ytnir ;HJvaniagc as will the shortness of 
human memory. Typically, an usimloger will make icn prtdie- 
tjons. When one is proved nghi, he will iruinpei this success 
and hope that everyone has 1 nrgoticn the oiher nine. 


N or that astroJogers aceepi ihts Most msisi that theirs is an 
aeeuratc science And besides, astrology has an advanta¬ 
ge over such legiltmatc sciences as medicine II one doclor 
tells a man that he has cancer, the chances are that other doc* 
ton will eonc'tir with rhis diagnosis. 

Nut so with astrology. If ywi di>n*t like what your astmlo- 
gcr icIK you. then yiHJ just keep shopping around till you find 
one who gives you die praliciu>ns ilvn you want to hear. 

l ake the case of Arjun Singh. For many years, tlic Thakuf 
leader hasircalcd life as though u is a giant lottery that can be 
fixed. His guru has been u Madhya Pradesh saint called Mauni 
Baba. From all acx* lunts, the Baba is a sai nlly fcl low. iH)t at a11 
in the C'lujkJra Swami league. 

There's just one problem He is rather over-enthusiastic 
when It comes in paxlkiing Singh's accession to the Kodtii. 
.Since 1992. he has been idling him that he is unihc verge <il 
beconting Prime Minister. He even bought a new sofa set and 
said thal he would inaugurate it when Singh hocume Prime 
Minister. 

So for, at Ic^i. ific s<»fa*s upltulsicry lus Iicck uii warmed \ ty 
human K;hiiMJs because Singh's peospceis have not folldwed 
the Baba’s pa*dktions. Not that this deters eiiher Maiini Baba 
or his enibusiasiH. follower. Both still believe thui a move to 
Race Course Road is just around ihe comer 
'Arjun Smgh has been toki by his asbologcr that he will 
hctxHnc Prime MiniMcr," says the garrulous |,aclim:in Das 
M.idin, widely regarded as ihe doyen of Delhi's 


ami, the Rasputin of Race Course 
hungry N.K. Sharmais said lo be even 


N. K. Sharma, k sokl In he even closer lo ihc Prime Minister 
now that his opponents within Ron’s inner circle have moved 
to distant shores. His people say that he actually performs 
on the premises of Rao's mvn house at \ Race Course 

Road. 

Officially, of course, all ihcsc stories are denied. But every* 
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piil It ical ast rul ogcrs. 

"One avlruliigcr called 
K.N Rao has ^iven him 
(his wron|$ inlomuiion. 

Now, I was very ch’se lo 
Arjun Siriiih In mo. I 
Niane<l my nni^u/'inc wiih 
his hlessinii. whui 
can I do? He will never 
hccoiiK Printc Miinsicr' 

Mad an suys ihui he 
broke (he Ktd news lo 
Arjun Sin^h 'I lold him 
111)1 ii> even bother lo try 
tni (he prime minislcf' 
ship because he would 
lose eN*eryihin(^ that he 
ha<l now. Please listen (o 
me. I lold him. This Ruo 
IS misleading you. He is 
only fooling you. Bui 

whul can < I du'^ Now TlMNiMr«l<rfRj^(UndMt nebotf)rpf« 41 eMhhnttti(nitteA 

Arjun Singh has slopped... 

lulkinglo me." 

An astrologer's lor is not a happy one. 

But Madan is jusi oih! of (he asiro]ogs*rs who are much In 
dciiii ind among IX: Ihi* s pol i iw lans. Iliere is also Ajai R hamhi 
who says straight oui; "Astrology only appeals to (hose who 
are insecure,*' 

A s this i s true (>r most pol i iici ans, BKamhi • and 


his tribe are never out of 
work. But ohen, they run 
into technical po'iblems. 
Says Bhatnhi, "I have 
two different limings of 
Arjun Singh's birth so 
I' in n( a sure what hi s fuiu* 

re Is,” 

If this sounds suspi' 
ciousty like a eop*ouI. 
I hen rest assured that 
Rhambi is willing to pur 
his reputation on the line. 
Apparently, neither 
horoscope allows for 
.Singh to become Prime 
Minister, Rut Bhomhi 
says that the I'hukiir may 
well win the gigantic ruf* 
fie of life alter all. "He 
^ will lose inierest m the 

ihhnuuiniUaA nilnisiership and 

-iw.x>me a man i>f the mas¬ 
ses. He will he vhc 
•nevsiah of tlie ih »wni re iddcn a nd w i11 be moa* ii tie rest¬ 
ed in helping (hem than in helping Imrself to the chair .' 

If (his sounds hard to believe - * unless Arjun Singh makes 
if big running vhari table hxiencs foi the di»wnt i (xlde n - - then 
it is no stranger than many of the other prcJieiions made hy 
India's aMrologcrs. 
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STAR GAZERS A guide to some of India’s most successful sootf 


JAQdiT UPPAL: The suave$t and 
most iT^edia savvy of the lot. A 
former a^r force pilot, Uppal Is a 
television personality, resident 
astrologer at Bombay's Tai Mahal 
Hotel and the author of numerous 
columns in the press. His attractive 
wife. Kamipi, is also a successful 
astrologer. 

His accuracy quotient is dodgy. 
But he Is such a smart cookie that 
who cares? 


about the world arou nd us and 
clain^s that not a $ir»ote one has ever 
gone wrong, Fortunately for him, 
few pe opie have the patience to go 
through all 23,000 and check 
whether he Is telling the truth. 


computer astiology in India, he 
introduced advanced techniques In 
1980 in an effort to revoiutlcnise 
the field. He is influential, widely 
sought after and has columns in 
several publications. 


AJA1BHAMBI: The pioneer of 


LACHMAN OAS MADAN: Vain, 
pedantic, garrulousand boastful. 
Madan is. nevertheless, the single 
most successful political 
astrologer in New Delhi. His 
advanced age gives him a certain 
resp^abiil^ and he claims that the 
predictions made In his cunously 
named Sftree Baba//magazine offer 
the best guide to the future. 

He has made 23,000 predictions 



Unlike the others, however, he is 
modest e no ugh to ad m It that he 
often goes wror>g and claims that 
astrol^y cannot be 100 -per-cent 
accurate in any situation. 


BEJANOARUWALLA: If Jagiit 
Uppal ts the suave Bombay 
astrologer, then Oaruwalia is the 
careful^ cultivated eccentric. The 
r^eated invocations of Ganeshji, 
the semi-l(terate. self-consciously 
funny style and his own willingness 
to pl^ the joker al I serve to give h Im 
his own market niche. 


A fun person, but a bit of a joke as 
an astrologer. 











W hy don't ^ iwq p- 
astrologers * ever r 
agree on anythifl|? 

Sunday spoke to 
soothsayers from all over 

bad got past the things 
that everybody knows 
aJwui “ th^ wiH t» a 

issues was there a broad '^* 

conscosos: NBrasimha ^3JK-. : ^K^*, 

Rao’s health woidd give 

cause for concern and V,? JI4i5r*V< ^911 

Sonia Gandhi would join A A*? J 
politico. B<»ih predictions L ^ 

could as easily have been ’*TP%L » ' mJ 

derived from the Ljt^^Bg ^ ^ 

headlines as foaii the gg^ ^ ^ 

There are a variety of utuRatlaMl«»«Mi 0 vMMlahM pi««eMI 

rcMMMts fw the divergen* •>• - 

ce of (pinions. Partly«il is ibni more skilled than otherv 
t here IS no ug reei ncni ov er the e x act 1 1 me But even v>. it is huid to nuke ctaims 

of birth lor s<>n>ehody like Narasinilu for a science thai yields dianKincaliy 
Riio who wu« born in an Andhm village opposite results in rhe hands <d different 
when* nobody wore watches And practitioners’Ibe obvious conclusion is 
purily. it is that some astrokigers arc that astrology ix as nmeb about gues¬ 
swork artd intuiikm as it isahoui the posr 
lion of the planets 

Certainly, many astrologers down* 
play the astronomical part of their trade 
iiml emphasise the p^icilvc-spiriiual 
B.V.nAMAN: Th« 0f3^^8ddy of aspect. Take the case ttf R Narayanan, 

them all. He Is the south's answer to Maiiras' m..si Mwghi-aficf a.%in>u>j!if 

Madan HisastroloBlcalTOBazine N«uym,in paikugcs h.m«ii » a 
IS widely respected and his own ")“> 

,nIeo^ is above board. He regards ; 

astrol^y as a science and has a he di*..vL-nrd the 

much hlQher accufacy ratio than powa m predict events when he hurt his 

any othar I ndlan astf olOQer. he^i un he age of 24. 

H is View is that th i s injury has “sens it i • 
sed" his brain cells ar^ rcsulU in his 
"visions**. 

These "visions" come to him early in 
the rrwming. iwoiw ihrrc limes a month. 
He Starts sweating profuV'Iy. wakes up 
debilitated, and inuneduucly commits 
thisvisKiniopupcr. 

Sometimes, be hits the jackpot. In 
February IdgO. he was an employee of 
the central fisherv.'s depunmcni. when 
he made a public prediciKm that on the 
night ol 17 February, the Centre wwld 
#^_.i dismiss the MGR govennnem. MGR 

NX 9HARMA: Oodgy flOlttlCal ^ imiragcd Ihiii he ihrcatcnetl to 

maJKMUVrer Who has sold himself have him dismisH-d. 

fONaraSimhaflaoasanace Then, on the night ol I7 bchnuo'. 

astrotogsf. Indim Gandhi dismissed MGR. The Air* 

mer dtief minister was so impressed that 
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B.v.HAMAN: Tha grandaddy of 
them all. He is the south's answer to 
Madan. His astrological magazine 
Is widely respected and his own 
tntegrity Is above board. He regards 
astrology as a science and has a 
much higher accuracy ratio than 
any other Indian astrologer. 



NX 9HABMA: Oodgy political 
manoeuvrer who has sold himself 
to Naraslmha flao as an ace 
astrotoger. 


he hud Niiruynniin picked up from his 
house, brought to his residence and pre* 
scnieJ with R*> 5.noi nnd a xilk dhmi on 
A silver plutUT 

Narayanan had some gotKl news, 
MGR would return to power in the forth* 


Clearly, astrology is 
as much about 
guesswork and 
intuition as it is 
about planetary 
positions 


Ciiiuing elections, he predicted. At this, 
a delighted Ramachandrun gave him the 
title td 'Nambungal Narayanan* which 
iT>canv 'Believe Narayanan*. 

Sirwe then, Narayanan claims 
innumerable successes. He says he pre* 
dieted the assassination attempt on 
Ronald Ket^an, the death of MGR. the 
Latur earthquake and the a.ssassmiilion 
t>f Rajiv Gandhi, hurtner. he makes the 
kwi land ish clai m that Fr/^ Uint. rhe wel I - 
knetwn raiionahst fonnifhtly. was 
started by The only after he gave 

his blessings and that he chose (he name 
Fn/nr/ine bccaiiM: of its asinilogiciil 
auspiciousnets. 













When pressed, he ddmiis ihut be h^id 
made mislukcs. He sure ihai the 
Congress would wm the 1^77 election 
and (hilt the LTTK prohieni woukJ be 
over by June 1991. This. hcsa>s. is due 
to "errors in percept i< mi". 

Obviously, a hump on the head isn't 
enough lo guaruflicc I lX>-pcrccni 
Kcuracy. 

A ll ustrologers arc agreed «in one 
thing, no iiijtier how much fun is 
mode ol them, their Jm*s aa* made as 
U>ng'us Nunisimliii Kuo amaiiis Prune 
Minister. 

No Pnmc Minister has ever had the 
kind n I fuiih i n asirt dogers that N arasim* * 
hu Kao demonstrates It isn't |ust the 
Chandra Swamis and N.K.Sharmas; sco¬ 
res ol soutii Induin astrologers claim that 
they arc consuhed by the ^ime Minister 
or his nH*ri VisJinu NumbrKidih ol Gum* 
vuyur claims to he a lurticular favourite. 

A'year ago, when Roo faced the no* 
cotiUdencc motion, his vm. Prahhakv 
Kuo. jicrtoriiied two tuunom.s tpart of 
in Madras through Vishnu 
Numhoodiri. 

Alter the government survived, Nam* 
hoodin's slock s<iurcd. I.ust iiUHith. just 
before Arjuii Smgh wjs cupelled. Prab* 
hokar Kao Hew u> Cochin and visited iIk 
C uruvayur temple at NambiKHlin's 
urging. 

Alter the expulsion, Narasiniha Kao\ 
brotlicr came to Guruvayur lo say 
thanks. Now, Nar.isUnha Kao is likely to 
turn up in person on ihcpa'kxi that is 
visiting Kerala to save the Karuuakaran 
govemmeni. 

But it isn'i just Narusimha Roo svho 
consults asindogers for everything. K. 
Parlhasarlhy, a media savvy astrologer 
who IS the iagjii l.'ppal of Madras, 
makes the slightly ambiguous claim that 
"ull politicians make <mly nitciumal 
visits 10 me". 

He means that few politicians arc wil* 
ling 10 admit that they consult him. ’The \ 
mre exception is Suhrtunaniam Swamy. | 
He acknowledges me in puMic. I i 
told him that he would become a Cahi- | 
net minister. Soon after, he g<« Cabinet " 
rank. " Panhusiirthy claims that he had 
told Deve Gowda (hat lie would be chief 
minister and says (hut he meets F.N. 
Seshan regularly. , 

Olhcr asuologers claim to be consul¬ 
ted by other politicians. C'okutu's 
Miinab Koy insists ihui his clientele 
includes coal minister Ajil Panju and 
that Prunab Mukherjee has sent him his 
birth ebun. I^'hman Dus Modaii provi* 








THE SCEPTIC 




uses the stars to explain nearly everything, but 
ducated people still believe in such nonsense 


<Jes a whole list of clients i nciudi nj: Hluu* 
rott Singh Sbckhawai, Arjun Scngh. 
Chandra ShcV har and N. D. Ti w oh 

Bangalore'5 Chandrashckharah says 
Lhai he was consulted by JaHet Shurief 
in 1991 and had predicted Iti him ihnt 
Rajiv Gandhi woukJ not lead India but 
that y short man from the south would he 
Ihc new ruler, ialTcr Sharivr is in laci y 
great astrology lun and also favours ilie 
Vaidcshwiira Kml astrologer wliu )>re* 
dieted his cicvuiion tochcf'uhinet. 

Not all uslrotogcrs manage i<i giw ihe 
right advice to all politicians. Kamuia* 
ka's S.M. Kridtna laughs as he rcUccts 
Ofthisdclcai ly^i December. "Not onetd' 
the astroJogers had predicted that I 
wciuld lose. They all said I w<Hild win." 
Kristina, wIki used lu wear rings und 
amulets IIS gtHHl'IiKk charms, has now 
removed atl ofihem. 

But who want to believe will 
continue to believe S. Ramc«h, a lormcf 
Kamaioka minister wlio alni lost his 
scat in Lhc la.M elect ion. still vKits an 
astrologer called Shivaswiutti, Mad this 
man predicted his defeat? ‘Well,” says 
Raincsh, "He said I was going thiotigh a 
bad phase." 

Ramesh » inw going into the dairy 
bvsincus on Shivaswumfs advice. But, 
he says. ‘Wc snould not believe kh> 
much inoMrulogy.'' 

He ccitamly doesn't take his own 
advice; "2 wear n diarmmd, f do not wear 
black, my lucky number is 9, my lucky 
day h Friday, my house is designed on 
the Vastu .shri.Miu ufHl I perform a loi ul 

rtJgiurs." 

He is mK aUxic. Most polittciurs huve 
a si mi lor level nl bcli e f. 

A strology gains a ernyin credibility 
Inim \h: otlterwisc mtiiwal people 
who iippear to believe m iI, Some even 
practise ii. Among them in *1'.N .Seshati, 
TV chief elctiion commissioiKr is an 
avid iimaicur ictindogcr and uses the 
sUfs to explain neoily everything Irtim 
political events to his own lailua' to 
have a child. 

Scshan's succcssuras Cahi net secrelu* 
r> was Vinod Pande. And he is also an 
enthusiastic asimloger. Ponde is ojK‘n 
about ho interest in the subject hut i.s 
honest enough to admit that it is a very 
inexact means nl predict ing the future 
Morvi>ver, he says, most politicians 
have also circulate more than one 
lioroscope to hM)! their oppoiicnls. 
"When Mohan Lai Sukhadiu was chtel 
rninisicr of Rajasthun." he me alls, "be 
had cirvulated three horoscopes to eon* 
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fuse everybody. Then, when he lost 
power, he call^ me up and asked me lo 
look at his horoscope. I said. 'Which 
orte'?' He laughed and said ihat he would 
make sure lhai I got the right one " 

Pande has oficn jiuide many public 
mistakes as *in asirtWogcr. When he was 
Cabinet secretary he told The Hindustan 
Times that the government would Iasi 
for three year>. In tact, it collapsed in I \ 
months. 



Astrologers 
have disagreed 
on most 


He udmil> his mistakes "When \ was 
>oitM secretary in the commerce 
ministry. \ predicted that Charan Singh 
would become Prime Minister <ia a 
ccruiin day Hnfiirtunately. on that very 
day, he was thiH»wn out of the C'abinet, 
He called ms‘ up and shiHiied 'What the 
helhs ull this?’ I gave him another date 
and frirtiinaicly, Ihui turned out to he the 
ctirreti one ' 


predictions 
except those 
about Sonia 


Says KhusJiwunt Singh. "U amazes 
me ihai people still believe in this non* 
sense. Mrs Gandhi had made sevcml 
horoscopes for Snnjuy. Not one predic* 


Gandhi 
entering 
politics and 
Priyanka 
coming to 
power 





I FATE LINES ■ Good, bad or merely vague, predictions about the imt 


MANABROY.olMding 
CaktUta (urnioger: 


• LalooPraud will win the Bthar 
elections by a nairow mesgin. He 
will regain his popularity after 19 
June. 


iafKiences. After Febmary 1995, 
he should be very careful about his 
beakh. 


Farlianieni which will result in no 
pany getting a clear majority. 


• This government will not fall. In 
fdd, the Congress will win the 
1996 general electiem. 


* TheTDP win come to power in 
Aodhra. Kmataka will have a 
iMi^legtslature. M^utnshtraand 
C¥ro ocher states will slip out of 
Coogress' bands. 


* The BJP will have greater 
success in ]99S(hanin 1994. 


* The gevemmeots in Kerula and 
UP will be in serious (rouble. 


* Tlierc wiUbeamid'tennpollto 


• Jyoti Basu will continue in 
office but wilt face many gsoblems 
over the next 18 mwiths. 


• Mulayom Singh Yadav will 
come close to the brink around 6 
August But he will survive. 


B.V JUMAN, editcr, The 
Asot^ogica) MagiUine: ftkesr 
petdiefions wen made td ftveember 

9994} 


Narasimha Rao faces hostile 



R.NARAYANAN» 

ktadraS'ba^ numiwlogist and 
astrahger 


* The Rsogoverruneni will fall. 
l>te Prime Min ister will face a 
lough time on (he health front. 


* There will be a mid-term poU (o 
Parliament which will result in a 
coalition government which could 
involve the BJP for a while. 


• The Congress will lose 
Maharashtra and the slock market 
will crash. 
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ted thu he would die in u itr crash. My 
friend. Charvtjil Singh, was prumiMed 
life up fo the 7 (Js. He died MSI.* 

Singh says that he finds il shocking 
(hat cducai^ believe alt this; "I 

wus at u party with Subramaniam 
Swamy while my wife was at another 
table with Dr Karan Sin^ Swamy told 
me that it was wntien in his horowope 
that he would be Prime Minisfer. I was 
horrified and very angry, bui 1 kept shut. 
Later, my wife udd me that at het table, 
Kardfl Singh had made the same claim.' 

Rational IMS never tire uf trying to 
expose sbirologers. On a recent Doivdar- 
shun programme htmw). 

Sanal Hdamaruku. sccrc(ary*gencTal (tf 
the Indian Rotionaiists AsMKiation. 
chullcngod [ujchinan Das Madart He 
said he would give Madan Hve birthda* 
tes and ask him to predict whether the 
petipk coTKemed were alive or deud. 
Madan has accepted the challenge and 
say\ that he will close tkiwn Shrrr fUihn 
ji if he is wrong. It Madan is right, then 


Edamaruku will resign from the Ratio 
nalists As&ociatiou. 

But even if the challenge is met. it w 
unlikely to inake any (ijfrcrence to either 
sides' position. Recalls Khushw^int 
Singh. "When I was an MP. I remembe¬ 
red that Madan h«KJ said that something 
lerriNe will happen in ParUanwni on u 
certain date I kept waiting, but nothing 
happened Usually, these fellows msike 
general predictions. Bui on this ikcii- 
s ion. Madan slipped up by g I vi ng a Jai c." 

Despite M^ubn's upparcni failure, he 
still claims tlut he has never Kvri 
wrong. And «h«rs moa*. pct)ple 
believe him. IV irmh is that astadogy Is 
so ingrained in the lodiiin psyche that all 
the ratiiHulists in the wikM Cannot break 
Us holdtHi tlie country. 

The fault may lie in our slurs, hut tlw 
l«tih lies ill our hearts. • 

Prfys $sl^/»0wP^ Omirt 
AAOTd* Mmaf ^•rv'Ctflnrttn 


ediate future of our leaders 


AjAl BHAMBi, Delhi~i>a%td 

astrologtr otui puimiil: 

• Between 4 April to September, 
ihe Congress will face a major 
crisis as people desoi it. 

• Tlie present Parliament will 
come to the brink or dissolution but 
there will be no mid-term poll. 

• During this period of chaos, a 
new leader will emerge in the 
Cemgress. But if Narasimha Rao 
lasts out till August, then he wtU 
complete his term, 



* Narasin^aRao's health needs a 
lot of attention, 1 caniral say my 
more because of my ethics, 


A The BJ? will do better in the 
Assembly elections but wili not get 
(he de&Ircd results. 

A SharadPawffwHIfonn the next 
government in Maharashtra. He 
stands a good chance of becoming 
Prime Minister. 


LACHMAN DAS MADAN, 

f^Uor. Shree Bahaji manaiine: 

• Sonia Gandhi will enter politics 
within d)e next few months. 

Eveniually. even Priyanka will do 
so. 

s 

• In Biharaod Orissa, the ruling 

parties will lose. In Gujiiral, Ihe 
BJP>^llmanjge. | 

I 

A Shml Pa war will manage a ! 

hung Assembly. But will shift to [ 

die Centre. i 

1 

) 

• N.T. Rama Rao will never come ; 
to the Centre. 

• The strongest horoscope— 
stron ger than Sonia's—is 
layalaliiha's. She will dictale 
Indian pohiics over the next few 
years. 


e Sunia Gandhi will begin to play 
a major role in Indian politics. 

* Priyunka Gandhi will rule India 
for u ten*year period which will be 
a golden age during which India 
will emerge as a leading country ir> 
Asia. 


AWOAVl* i«M 


J 
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Narasimha Rao’s exercise in expanding his ministry sto 









Narasimha Rao finally expands 
his Cabinet. But is it too little, 
too late? 



•» « 







B 



■ ■ y 9 um he wus on Ihe 

telephone. Freshly 

showered and shaved after a long night at work, 
(he Prime Minister showed no sign of fatigue us 
he made his tlrsr telephone call. A few minutes 
later his work was done and he put through one 
more call—this time to his cabinet scc^reiury. 
Surendra Singh, asking him to send official 
letters to all those who had been in v ited to join 
the council of ministers. 

That done. P.V. Narasimha Rao gave himself 
the rest of the day off and issued strict 
instructions to have his calls screened until the 
swearing'!n ceremony at 4.3t) pm at Rashtrapaii 
Bhavan. 

So when Madhya Pradesh chief minister 
Digvijay Singh called to express his concern at 
the reinduction of Madhavrao Scindia all he got 
was a Slock response: *'Prm/futn Mantriji is 
samayphoneparnahinaasakfehain (The PM 
cannot take your call right now)." By the time he 
Anally got through, it was loo late. Scindia had 
already been sworn in. 

There was one last-minute addition, however. 


Qped well short of being a full-fledged Cabinet reshuffle 



At 12.30 pm the PM made another call to his 
cabinet secretary infonning him of a last-minute 
inclusion. And if Surendra Singh was surprised 
at the inclusion of Rajya Subha MP 
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PROFILE 


MADHAVRAO SaNDIA 

there was a tatat tra^n acct* 
dent in Quilon, Maohavrao Scindia 
njshed lo Race Course Road In tean, 
We resiffnatlor letter in hand. Rajiv 
dandhi told him nottobesoemoWh 
nalar«)tDfB up the letter. 

When a Russian plane, leased Oy 
Indian Arfines to break the pilots 
' strike, crashed al Pelam, Scindia 
I made i similar dash to Race Course 
Road. Narasimha Rao also asked him 
to recor^ider. 

But there was a difTerence. While 
Rajiv Gandhi had responded toSeevlh 
a's emoiional state at a human level, 
Narasimha Rao was his usual cool, 
detached self. Schidia. an imotiorkal 
man. who has never sought any kind 
of office, saw no reason to chanoe his 
mind when he was faced with this 
kind of approach 

That was two years ago. Sirtce 
then, the changes that $cir>dia set in 
motion have transformed the Indian 
skies. [>omesdc passengers have 
him to thar>kfor the explMion of priva- 
te airlines. But the man himsetl has 
remalrud in the background, unwii* 
ling to claim the credR that is righiful- 
^his. 

In 1993, he played a ma^r role in 
the Congress victory in Madhya 
Pradesh. But. once again, he did not 
preu his claim ar>d watched silently 
as Digvijay Singh and Kama! Nath, 
two astute political manipulators who 
have team! their craft at Arjur> Singh's 
feet, took charge of the state. 

Ad this makes Scindia an enigma. 
He le not only the most efficient 
rrtinister in the Narasimha Rao 
government but unlike such nvals in 
the efficlerKy stakes as P. Chidambd- 
ram, he is the only or>e with a strong 
poffhcalbaMofhisown. 

! Butnoneoflhisseems to matter to 
Mm. He is resolutely unambitfous, is 
turned off by polihcai manoeuvring,, 
nauseated by corruption end remaina 
extraordinarily sensitive to i fmcfy' 
developed dense of personal faHure. 

Narasimha Rao had no choice hut 
to Include him In thie expansion. But 
somehow, even If he hadn't, one gets 
the Impression that Scindia wouldnl 
have cared too much. 



Malang Siogh he certainly didn't show it. 

Credit for Singh’s inclusion goes 
partly to ihe Prime Minisier's personal 
astrologer and adviser N.K. Shanna. 
Sharma and Singh are edd buddies and 
so. ignoring raised eyrttrows. the PM 
decided to do Sharma a good turn hy 
including Singh's name on his list. 

Although Malang Singh denies thai 
he is a rebel or a dissideni. ii is no secret 
that both Assam chief minisier Hiteswar 
Saikia and minister of state for steel San* 
tosh Mohan Dev are dead against his 
inclusion. Saikia ha.s, in fact, questioned 
Singh's credentials lo be an MP frtnn 
Assam, saying he is from 
Bihar and doeMi’t repre* 
scni ihe nurth*easi at 

Singh says in hisdefen* 
ce. *1 don't deny that I am 
frum Bihar. 1 say it with 
pride. But if I cannot 
represent the north<ast 
then Saikia K from Thai* 

Uml He IS a Mongolian ‘ 

But in addition to his 
N.K, Shunru connection, 

Singh has proved to be 
quite useful to the PM. 

He has in recent limes 
emerged its his chtef lob¬ 
by isi amongst MPs in 
Nnh Houses and has been 
hanging around the PM's 
house much to Bhuva* 
nesh C'haiurvedi's 

dismay. 

There was one more 
surprise. The rchabtliia* 
lion of Dula Singh was an 
uneA peeled shock to Pun* 
jab chief minister Beam 
Singh. This, despite the 
fact that the asked t)W 
former home minister to 


dis.sidencc in die stale. 

The PM has been on the look-oul for a 
counier lo Jugineel Singh Brar, a known 
Arjun Smgh loyalist who has recently 
emergoJ as u rallying point for dissi¬ 
dents in the state. By including the n^mc 
cH another dissident. Buta Singh, the 
Prime Minister has cul Brar oui of the 
picture. 

T he Cabinet reshuffle, if ii can he cal¬ 
led (hat at all, has been long overdue. 
The Iasi reshuffle took place almost a 
year ago in February last. Ever since, the 
capital's grapevine has been burning 



call Beofll Sin^ in Punjab and perso¬ 
nally assure him that be would not 
misuse his Cabinet position lo fan dissi¬ 
dent activity in Punjab. 

Obviously fieani Siti^ hasn't been 
convinced. Ever since his trip to (he 
Golden Temple Iasi year to alone for his 
'sins', poliiical watchers in the capiial 
have bm sure that Buia Singh was p'li- 
sed to play a major rote in stale and 
central* level pc^dcs. 

That became obvious once Buu 
Singh began fuelling dissidcnce in the 
Punjab Congress unit Whii baffled pr^i* 
tical observers however, was why the 
PM would go out rtf his way to antagoni¬ 
se Ekant S ingh who has been instrumen¬ 
tal in curbing Arjun Singh* sponsored 


with Uie anticipation of an 'imminent' 
Cabinet reshufHe, 

That finally came through on V 
February. 

The night before, the PM had been up 
until midnighi llne*(uning his \M. He 
had made up hi$ mind a long time ago. 
feeding the names into his computer. At 
midnight, be wa.s forced to make a last* 
minute detetton; that of hts good friend, 
ihe former Andhia Pradesh chief 
minister, VijayaBhaskara Reddy. 

Reddy had been lipped to be sworn in 
as Cabinet minister following the 
Congress rout in Andhra Pi^sh, 
However, once the news of his inclusion 
was leaked the night before, both 
Kamaluddin Ahmed, the state PCC 
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chief, and Janardhan Poojary. AiCC 
general secretary in charge of Andhn 
Pradesh, were un the hoiline capre^sing 
their concern. 

They pointed out that rewarding 
Reddy Nkiih a |>2um designation foU 
lowing (he Congress defeat in (he state 
would send al) the wrong signals to the 
rank and file which was already consitk* 
rably demoralised. Moreover, this 
would set un unhealthy precedent f(V 
other chief ministers of such losing sLa< 
tes as (lujarat and. guite possibly. 
Muharashira 


In tiM mlnlntry WM 

1'hc iiiduciUut of Vijaya Bhaskura 
Keddy ssiwld push the other powerful 
Reddy in the state Ctmgresv unit. Raja* 
Shekhar, against the wall and force him 
to jean the dissident camp, 

^Hut llnally what convinced Rao was 
(he clinching arguincni: (he inclusion of 
Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy — who wa.s (he 
chuirtnan of (he Disciplinary Action 
Committee <DAC | — would be seen as 
a gu id pro quo for expel I i ng Aijun S i ngh 
from the parly. At this point of time it 
would make the Prime Minister look 
petty, small and vengeful. 

aywaati* 


Rao agreed to cm <w his name from 
his council of ministers. Conventional 
wisdom now has it that he will try and 
appoint him a.s the deputy chairman of 
the Planning Commission, a post that is 
currently held by Pranab Miikhei^ 
who now has the additional responsibi* 
lily cd being the foreign minister. 

I n reality, the much-awaiied Cabinet 
reshuffle was no more than a minor 
expansion. That it was long overdue U 
no secret. Even now the septuagenarian 
Rao continues to retain such key portfo* 
lios as defence, law. industry and health. 

Many in the Congress 
had hoped that the reshuf* 
fie would give a new 
gloss to Rao's fading 
image. It was hoped ihai 
he would make eonces* 
sions to those seciions 
which were feeling 
neglected. 

As it turned out. these 
hopes were only partly 
fulfilled. The Pnme 
Minister did not include a 
single Muslim even 
though (Iwre is no douN 
that ihe Congress needs 
(0 win back the 
minorities. 

He was more fonheo* 
ming on hariewanJs, G. 
Venkataswamy who is a 
Scheduled Caste of Nara- 
simha Rao's generation 
was elevated a.v a gesture 
1 10 this importani vote 
J bank. Buta Singh, no mat* 
I ter how discredited a poli> 
|lician. retains a certain 
* impoflance as a Mazhabi 
.Sikh. P.A.Sangma becomes the first tri* 
bal in Indian history to get a Cabinet 
pmtfolio. 

Naturally, there was criticism that 
Rao had concluded that the only minori* 
tio worth bothering about were non* 
Muslim. To ihU. the Prime Minister's 
men responded that there was a bigger 
reshuffle on the way after this round of 
Assembly elections and that the Muslim 
factor would be taken care of then. 

To many, such a line embodied a 
de g re e of political naivety. The time to 
include Muslims was now: before the 
Assembly elections — not afterwards. 
Further, the appointment of Madhav- 
sinh Sdanki » AICC general secretary 
suggested that Rao would drop Ahmad 


1'hcn there were other considerations. 



Mndhavrno teindia huing awucw In by 
Fraatdawt ft.O. gharniK Ma Inetaolon 




pRonic 


BUTA SINGH 

■ lfyour>eedtoknowwhatlswron 0 
with Niira$imha A»*s mroKhto 
poHtIcs. you ntadto look m tuilhgr 
than the puffad-up figufO of Buta 
Sinph. 

ftao ’8 reasons for kKluding Buts 
are negative. He fears lhal dissidenea 
within the Punjab Corigress may lead 
enemies of chief minister Beam 
Skigh Into the Arfun Singh camp. 8 y 
setting up as open a Baant rival as 
Buta Singh. Rao hopes that the dtssi* 
dents wifi flock to a loyal opponent. 
Moreover, Buta Singh has the advan* 
tage of bUng i Scheduled Caste SIM). 


) 

I 




As againsi these expedient 
grounds for inclusion, there are the 
Inconvenieni ones for keeping him 
out. HfBl of aH. nearty every chril ser* 
vsnt who has ever worked with Buta 
Singh will attest that he i$ stagoe* 
ringiy incompetent. Secondly. ^ is a 
chitnchi who will demean his own 
pos^. When he was Rajiv Gandhi’s 
home mlnistar, he used to refer to hM 
own junior minister, Arun Nehru, as 
'Sir'. (Nehru called him Buta.) 

Thirdly, he has extremely dodgy 
children who. whan (hey are not 
starting sports magazines or running 
iwia^P factories, lose elections in 
Rajasthan. And llnally, he is not (ha 
strongest advertisement for secula* 
rtsm after he has demeaned himself 
before the Sikh clergy. 

But then, with Narasimha Rao, 
Kcpedtency always scores over 
justice. 
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Taking sides 


That is one thing (hot Sonia Gandhi is not prepared to 

do in intra^Congress battles 


H cj's wa4 Lhc ui)'<evn prvNCnc^ M 
ihc swoaring'in. Much was read 
inio Smiu Gandhi' s ub<nce fnmi 
Ihc Rashtrapdii Bhuvan funciinn m 
which NoruMTiihiiRao declared that 
he had llnally fiHjnd (he (O 
embark on a tcniaiivc expansion. 

til fact, Ihc reason was simple 
enough* Soma has never auendeda 
swcahng'in during (he 
life of (he Narasimhn Kao 
government. Bui such 
was Ihc prevailing mood 
ofhosiitiiy and paranoia 
in Ihc Prime MiniMer’s 
camp thai even ihis 
absence was inkrpaned 
as a snub. 

The paranoia has 
niounied (o alarming 
levels in recent weeks. 

Ron's men were upsgi 
when ihcir boss wa« ncH 
asked (u preside over (he 
Rjgiv Gandhi KoumJntion ; 
(RGFifunc(iun(o | 

honour Nelson MandeU. i 
Again, the rea'<Of) was | 
simple enough: ibe 
ex(emal affairs minis(ry 
had divided dignitaries 
be(wcen (he various 
func(i<ins; the vree- 
prcsiiieni had been 
assigned the RGFshtIw 
and S<miahad taken the line that 
inviting Kuo also meant inviiing 
the President. As the KGI- had been 
aJIoCicd just one hourol Mandela's 
time, the foundation did not want to 
make (his a huge, quasi •official 
lamaxha. 

The final blow for Lhc Rao camp 
was when Soma attended Aijun 
S ingh* s iflar pan y. The Pri me 

Minister's men accused her of taking 
sides in ihcCongrcss* factional battle. 

In fact, the opposite was true. She 
had attended Ar}un Singh's ijiar 
party every year and if she hadn't 
gone this year, then she wsmld have 
been playing faiiional politics. 


Given the cuneni suie of the 
Congress, she made the wise 
decision of going to everybody's 
ifiar party: a week laicr she even 
went to Nara&imha Rao's. 

But ceruinly. at least one of the 
minisierial inclusions was motivated 
by the Sonia factor, Narosimha Rao 
has no particular love for P. 


Chidambarain. And despite 
suggestions thai to ignore as efficient 
a minister as Chidambaram would 
send out the wrong signals. Rao had 
been prepared to pass him by. It was 
only when aideb told him that this 
would be seen as a snub to 10 
Janpaih. Ouu he added 
Chidambaram's name to the UsL 

For (he present, relations between 
Sonia Garidhi and (he Prime Minister 
remain formal but cool. Rao's men 
have planted so many stories about 
her—and more recently about V. 
George, her pnvaie secrciary—that 
it is hard to see how uny warmth 
could enter into the relkUmship, 



Sonia Gandhi indicated that 
she was well above petty 
pai^ poHtics by attending 
the iftar party of Narasimha 
Rao (left) a piod week after 
her appearance at a similar 
gathering at Aijun Singh’s 
house had caused much 
comment 


But equally. Sonia Gandhi h not 
ready lomakc any polilicul ovenurcs 
yet. Her agenda remains cmotionul 
and her position is straightforward; 
she will not take sides in Roo's 
haitles. 

Unfortunately, the bunker 
mcntoJiiy at Race Course Road 
means that many of Rod's people 
lake the line that anybody who is not 
with them U against them. This U a 
silly and short-sighted line. It mighl 
work with Kamal Nath and Digvijay 
Singh. Ii might even work with A.K. 
Aniony. 

Bui il will not work with Sonia 
Gandhi. 
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Pace! from that posi; usually each state 
4»ily gets one general secretary and both 
Solanki and Patel are Gujaratis. Should 
Patel be dropped, then ihia would send 
out another negative signal to the 
Muslims. 

All such criticism was dismissed by 
the Prime Minister's men. The (not'd at 
Race Course Road was upbeat if not 
ebulhent. C'cnatniy, ihc rcshufTle hud 
thrown Aijun Singh off ihc front pages 
and according to Nurusintha Rao'.s 
managers, the MPs were linmg up for 
places in the next reshufllc. 

O t cou r%c. there is no shortage of aspi • 
rurtis. Rajya Sabha MP from Maha* 
rashtra Suresh Kalmudi lobbied hard to 
he appointed minister of stale fordeferi. 



Chandra Swami failed to deliver — 
he had made sbnils assurances to S. 
Kridtna Kumar lo return him lo the 
more lucrative petroleum ministry. Both 
KaJmadi and l^shna Kumar will have 
to wait tin the political situation st^li* 
ses in their home stales. 

In Kumar's case, the siiuaiion is com* 
plicated by his open support for Kenia 
chief minister K. Kumnakaran Mitsi 
observers reckon that Karunakaran can* 
not survive the present crisis in his 
mi nisiry. If he falls, then Kerala pol iiic i • 
an^ will he reshuffled and Kamnakaran 
himself may well come to the Centre. 

Another chief minister who is likely 
to Khifi to Delhi is Sharad Pawar. The 
MahariLshtra leader rciratned fruni con* 
testing in the As>«mbly elections on the 


IHaUng$ineh,the 
BihariMP from the 
north-east, 
dumitsed HHeswar 
SaHua and such 
other Assamese 
leaden as 
‘MenaoNans'from 
Thailand. Is It any 
wonder that they 
don’t Ike Mm? 


PROFILE 


MATANC SINGH 

■ What is ttm Mtto say fltxMt 
Matano Singh that has not already 
been hissed in Partianient's Central 
Hall? Even Narestmha Rao muet have 
been surprised by the extent of hosti* 
kty generated by Siogh's surprise 
inclusion in ministry. 

h IS not jusi that nobody believes 
that Singh deserves a portfolio. It ts 
also that many people believe that he 
doesnl even deserve to be a member 
of Parliament. 

A bluff, hefty character with a hail- 
fellow-well-met air about him. he pri- 






ce. Once a hufd•co^* Sharid Pawur grounds iluu he was already u member of 
loyalist, Kaimadi tuis since distanced the legislative council. But Ihere is spe* 
himself slightly from his mentor and culathm thai Pawar will rinally make 
enlisted (he services of godman Chandra good on his promise (made in the pages 
Swami lo get him a top job. of SI'NDay in April 1993) to return to 








des himself on his PR skills. He 
(^ims to be on first-nems terms 
all editors even though he would have 
difficulty gaining admittance to most 
newspaper offices. Similar claims 
about his influence on Narasimha 
Rao have ant^onlsed hl$ colleagues 
who regard him as a boastfu i 
fttme-dfopper. 

As a Bihari, his claim to represent 
the norlh-oast Is somewhat suspect. 
While he is ce rtai niy a Rajya Sabha 
MP from Assam, his very presence 
provokes anger and deriskin among 
other Assamese politicians. 

Singh is not worried about this. 
Referring to the anger that Ms inclu* 




leaders as Hiteswar Saikiaend Gir- 
dhar Qomango, he dismissed them 
as 'Mongolians'. (See m9in story) 

Is it any wonder that the Assamese 
don't like hhn? 


P. A th# flret trihul to be ele wfd to CuW—t 
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PROFILE 


P. CHIDAMBARAM 

■ Ht was ths one m^ister that Kara* 
SHTiha Raa couhj have done without. 
For reasons IKat remain otrscura, tht 
Prime Mirtister has no f$a/ affection 
for the technocrat from Tamil Nadu. 
One view is that Chjdambaram uea* 
ted Rao as an elderly urrcia who had 
to be pensioned off gracefully so ttm 
he returned to his native place during 
the 1969*90 phase when Rajiv was ki 
Opposition and Chidambaram was 
his chief of staff. 

Certainty, the marvwr in which Chi* 
dambara m was ejected from the 
mm I stry did not auggesi that Rto hid 
much time for him. Chidembiram 
had offered to resign when Fair- 
growth was first rrwitioned In me 
scam. The commerce minlaler’s only 
Involvement was that his wife had 
bought shares i n the company. 

Chidambaram went to Rao with the 
facts of the case and explamed his 
position. The Prime Minister asked 
for the assistance of a legal lumir^ary 
who looked at the evidence and clea¬ 
red Chidambaram. Despite this, the 
commerce minister repeated his 
offer to resign. Rao told him not to 
bother. 

Then, when the Fairgrowiti 
controversy hotted up. Chidambaram 
decided to tell the press that he was 
involved—no matter how tangential* 
ly—before the story broke in new¬ 

spapers. Even as Chidambaram was 
preparing to go public. Narasimha 
Rao forward^ hfs resignation iefter 
to the President 

The iror?y is that the Prime 
Minister's action probably hurt him 
more than it dk) Chidambaram. The 
former commerce minister returned 
to his successful legal practice artd 
became a celebrity among those who 
regarded him as part of a new genera¬ 
tion of technocrats. The Prime 
Minister, however, began to be per¬ 
ceived dsa man who did not value effi¬ 
ciency and honesty. 

Ever^ so, Chtdambaram's return to 
office was hardly a sure thing. Rao 
was not keen<on giving him his old job 
backand had hhot been lor the 10Jarv 

S th factor. Chldamtitram would pro* 
bfy stin be attending the Supreme 
Court. 


Delhi once the stale elections are out of 
the way. 

The faci that Nansimha Rao did rKM 
fdt the defence minisiry lends credence 
to this view. Ever since Puwar moved to 
Bombay, Rao has tried to appoint a 
defence minister only once. He ofTered 
the job to Shivraj Patil in January 1094 
but ii was turned down because Paiil 
said that everyone in Maharashtra knew 
that the ponfol io was being held i n rcser* 
ve for Sharad Pawar. 

The reshuffle in which Pawar and ihe 
others will be admitted will have to he a 
maioroAe which includes greater repre* 


ked out of the Janata Dal. Although he 
hod been tipped to lake over us inJuiiliy 
mimvier. he said be didn't want the 
as (here wus mvihing lefi for him to do in 
(he cufTcm liberalisation scenario. His 
current job as minister for food is more 
suitable for bis political agenda. 

Meanwhile his predecessor (albeit 
only as minisier of state) Kalpnaih Rai 
has been unchuracierisiically circums* 
peel these days. Rui who had been 
making iill viris of disturbing noises 
about the one man*unc post principle 
suddenly developed a slip disc problem 
und bad to be admitted iniu Buiru Hospo 




Left to Mmsett, 
NantifflhaRso 
would have kept P. 
Chidambanm, 
whom he dislikes, 
outotthemimstry. 

It was the 10 
lanpath factor that 
led the Prime 
Minister to make 
him minister once 
more 








senution fium Maharashtra. Orissa and 
Bihar. At present. Rao*s men say that 
(his will lake place in ApriL 

Such obvious Pa war baiters as A.R. 
Antulay and Vilaarao Munemwar have 
therefore been asked to lie low for now. 
Their litclusion ax (his point of time 
would have sent wroig signals to the 
Maluua&lKia electmaic uci the eve of the 
AvscmbJy elections, implying Ihai the 
PM did not sund behind Pawar. 

T he induction ot two ivw faces — A]U 
!»in|h and Lrmihbcn Pakl — wa.s 
long overdue. Ajit Singh had been kept 
watting for over a year ever since he w^- 


tal instead (d joining Naniin Duu Tiwnn 
and iltc other dissidenb in Lucknow. 

('rmilaben's induction is also a part 
of an old deal f .trr /vi.t) which the PM 
could no longer pul off. 

There were several ministerial 
fuls from Madhya Pradesh. Chief 
among these was Ajit Jogi, rorin^ly an 
Aijun Singh acolyte hut a recent mem¬ 
ber ol the PM' s band wagon. There were 
other former Aijun men who were con 11* 
dent that they would be tnviiud to join 
the PM\ team of ministers — Aslam 
Sher Khan and Dilip Singh Dhuria. 
However, de.spite their recent change of 
heart the PM remains suspicious of their 


HOVir ifr •» 




loyally lo him. 

Vidyu Charan Shukle loo has mode ii 
known to ihe PM that he would like a 
change from his curreni assignmeni as 
minister for water resources and parlia- 
ineniary atTairs to move lo more lucra¬ 
tive pastures such as defence even rail' 
ways. However. Shukla remains under a 
cloud ever since his now-famous Bofors 
bnefing i<> memhers of the OpposHion. 

Scindia's inclusion as minister ^des* 
pile opposition from Digvijay Singh. 
Kamal Nuth and V.C. ShuUa—wav inC' 
viiable because of his staiure but his 
induction into the human resource devc* 


lopiiicni mimsiry was designed to loud 
him into iin open confroniaiion with 
Arjun Siitgb. Sciiidiu now has his wtiri 
cut out for him u> Singh bus packed the 
ministry witii iikii personally loyal lo 
him 

I ncluding new minislcrs is always the 
easy pan of the ji*. The diflkuli bit is 
hav ing lo drop ■'Ome. NaraKjmha Rao is 
said to believe that many of his pro* 
blems began with his 1993 rtshurrie 
when he drr^ped such minisiers as Giri* 
Ja Vya.s. Ashok Gehlot and M.O. 
Farmt) Consequenity. he is less than 
eager to repeat that eaerti'^. He was 

WMM* IS •MNSAM' 1M 


even unwilling to drop Dinesh Singh 
long after his health made him unable to 
continue effectively in oHice. 

The next lime round. Rao will haveUi 
drop at leaM sorrte of his existing 
minisiers. That alone may persuade him 
that a larger reshuffle is noc such a good 
idea. 

But if Rao Joes work up the courage 
to sack some ministers, thim there arc a 
few obs'ious dead*hc«us. Parly sources 
have long expected Basava Ra)eshwari. 
Uiiamhhai Patel and Pav an Singh GhatCh 
var b> he dnippeJ. Some are almosi 
certain to go. The deal with 
Basava RajeJt* 

wail was that she wsKild 
step down if Rau gave her 
son a I ickei in the Andhra 
Pradesh Assembly elec* 
ikm. Her son Uist iind 
Rajeshwan is being 
asked to honour her part 
of the deal. 

Meanwhile. Nvasim* 
ha Rao hus two ways of 
pleasing the faithful. An 
organisational revamp i% 
imminent and he could 
accommodate several 
hopefuls There is 
already talk of making 
such vocal criiicx as S.S. 
Ahluwalia general secre* 
tahes of the AlCC- Seve¬ 
ral govcmoTihips also 
fall vacant this year and 
this would allow Rao ano¬ 
ther opportunity to 
accomfiHKiaie Congres* 
.smen whom he wi^s to 
win over or toward. 

Of course all ol this 
only amounts to buying 
lime. If the Congress 
faresdiMnally intheforih* 
coming Assembly elec¬ 
tions then no ahtount of reshuffling 
can pniteci the Prime Minister. At pre¬ 
sent. the wtinu case scenario at 7 Race 
Course Road ii not one in which the 
Congress loses all stales. Tr is orw in 
which It loses Gujaiat. Bihar and Ons&a 
hut wins Maharushtra. 

Should that happen then a iriun^ant 
Sharad Pawar would he difficult to eon- 
lain. At the s'ery Icafit. Rao would have 
lo offer him the Congress presidentship 
10 head off any challenge to hi« prime 
ministership. But there is no guarantee 
that Pawar wrould be happy with this con¬ 
solation priie. 

Nevertheless, as of now. the mood in 



PROFILE 


PRANAB MUKHERJEE 

9 ttusgdtobesaidqf PrgfUibMvk’ 
heriae that hg is a man who fOM 
wtthoirta trace. DeepRe go many 
years in office^ he would chair Cabi-' 
net movdntp In IndlnGandhrsihsefl’ 
gg _ he remains wtlhout any kind of 
political base and would almost 
certainly have difficulty winning s 
municipei election in his native 
Bengal. 

Perhaps MukM r|ee has left traces 
behind in the affluence of the busines* 
smen who have bafriended him. 



During the Indira Gandhi ere. he heda 
reputetion for mastery ot The llctncd* 
perinit>ouota*raj whi^ he used to 
favour his many Irienos in business. 

Rajiv t^ndhl turned against him on 
the day of his mother's assassinabon 
as they flew back to Delhi on the same 
aircraft. Apparently Gandhi believed 
that Pranab wanted to stake his claim 
to the succession though Mukherjee 
saysthatall he did was first burst 
into tears, and then, ask Bajiv to take 
over. 

No matter. After a brief period in 
the wilderness. MukherjH returned 
to Rajiv's favour and in 1990 emerged 
as the former Prime Minister's chief 
economic adviser. Had Rajiv lived. 
Prsn^. not Manmohan Singh, would 
have been finance minister. 

Despite this reverse. Mukherjee 
then his heart on cuttivaling Nsra* 
simha Rao -^wrth dramatic results. 
He Is now one of the principal ftdvF 
sers to the Prime Minister—he func-. 

. Hons as an afi'purpose factotum— 
and when he asked for UennKihan'fi 
job, Rao had to promise Nm some- 
th^ of equal stature to iceep him 

Me ended up wHh this 
leltetefei^mMster. ^ 


3B 








■ Smo4(0 c^me$ out of Ns ears each 
time anytody remnOs A)it S^h that 
Sunday christened him the ftrp-ftop 
man in 1983. But despite Adit's ire. 
there is iiltle doubt mat he has done 
everything possrble to Jive up to that 
description 

As the American-educattd and 
American-accented son ot Charan 
Singh, he returned to India hoping to 
inherit his father^ base. His sup¬ 
porters called him the Jat Rajiv 
Gandhi. 



Atas, this was rut to be. Singh went 
(rom being a whizkid to a Gee-whizkid 
to a Was kid. His Jat base crumbled 
and he developed a reputation of poli¬ 
tical unreliability, befriending and 
betraying Chandra Shekhar. V.P 
Singh. Arun Nehru and nearly every¬ 
body else who was fooHsh eruugh to 
trust him. 

in 1991. he flirted with the 
Congress and Naraemiha Rao kept 
the industry portfolio vacant for him. 
wmen Singh dldn1 get everything he 
wanted, he tried to topple the govern¬ 
ment by voting against It in the 1993 
no-confidence motion. 

It was too late. Rao sNlt his (action 
and gave ^m Ukhan Singh Yadava 
ministerial post as his pfi9. At this 
A|it tried to emerge as the hero of UP 
in the Assembly aiectfone later that 
year. When Ni^party craehetf to 
defeat he neglotlited wfth the BJP to 
head a government Mtr these 
overtures were spurned, he flnahy 
ended up In the CorniKess, hie W 
placed firm ly between his lege 


Uk Pntrw Minister^ omp i> overwhel¬ 
mingly opdmiMie. His nwn holkwe itu( 
the Congress will win <>nss«. 
rashim and Arunachal Pr4dcsh. They 


hetievu ihat will U>sc his nuijohiy 
in Bihar and will only ding on to power 
;il the hcMd of a coalition. Ami they are 
certain lhai ihc rongfcss will improve 


Vl|ays th4Sfcaf W iee ytw ai irip n <t»eleet i alii rt e 
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Surest! Kalmadi 
disUnced himself 
from his 
meittor, Shared 
Pawar, in his 
attefflpttobe 
appcrinted minister 
of state for defence 
with Chandra 
Swami's help. But 
the godman failed 
to deliver 


URMRABEN PATEL 


■ UrmUaben Patel hasno qualKtca* 
bone to be a minister. But sbe has 
been inclodeO for what Narasimha 
Rao considers the best re^on of 
them all' tt*s all part of a deal. 

When Chlmanbhai Patel died sod* 
denly. his Janata Dal(Q) staked its 
claim to the chief ministership on the 
grounds that Chlmanbhai had made 
the poet his own. This was oppos^ 
by every faction of the Gujarat 
Conorees inciudlng the one headed 
by Madhavsinh So^nki. 





extB.vLiUon'* m C»u|;iiiM: ihc liJP may ctuiflcniw fttJcN and sttfne atvuimrhHla* 
sill I Vkin, hut (Ih' will pvrf<vni Ihwi can easily hv reached wuh N |). 
rcNpcciuhly. Tiwari. Sharad Pawar would ha>c (o he 

11 I Kit tuippcriv ihcn the Aryun Sinph itmieni with deFcncc. given 

V.C. ShuUn: falind to fot • mere ImportMt perttofto Mnmgcli. And the dis 

-- - —- . sent wHHjId i^uKien dtiwn 

even il Arfun Singh incd 
tospliMhcpurty. 

Is that Inn npciiiiisiu. a 
sccnuTio? Yes. says 

I nearly e« cryhndy in New 

^ f Delhi. No. Il couKI hap* 

I Mmisirrs men I'hcy 

have been wiung he lore. 

Nanisiinhii R«i ihoughi 
he had III Andhn So 

again. 

I Narasimha Rao also 
I hccii 

J lucky Vi WHiaps tliat 

^ luck Hui 

truth IS 

ntng u> as though ihc 

Prime cmly 

needs to be unlucky 
once. • 




PNraSniWMt/Moir 

OaMvitfrMMyy 

SJngh/Clundtcwh 


But Kerasimha Rao had good rele* 
bons with C himanbhai who was not 
only a pragmatic politician but was 
also a fund collector parexcei/ence. 
So. he worked out a deaf whereby 
Urmiiaben. asChimanbhars widow 
would be givert a Cabinet post and a 
compromise candidate would get (he 
chief mimstership. 

Then, Rao took so long to expand 
his Cabinet that ftie Janata Dal(G) 
became restive m the run up to the 
Assembly elections. 

Finally, he did yet another deal. 
Urmilaben would get a ministership 
but it would only be a ministry of state 
rather than the Cabinet post that she 
had or^inally been promised. 
Moreover, he would announce Solan* 
ki’s rehabilitation as AlCC general 
secretary ahead of the other party 
changes so that an Impression of 
party was maintained. 

This new deal has not pleased 
Urmilaben who has told everybody 
that she deserves to be a Cabinet 
minister. 


•hhomt ** n w 



POWER PLAY 


RAJIV SHUKLA 


Challenging the Congress 


Only the BJP is capable of doing that 


]l IS mosc untiHiun- 
ate ihji chere ts net 
poliiiciiJ puny 
which can lake nn 
the Congress on its 
own. csptKially 
when ihe general 
elections are little 
over a year awuy 
and the ruling par* 
ly is plunged in turmoil. In the last four 
years, the Narasimha Rao regime has 
lost a iui of crcdihiliiy. hui no 
lion paiiy n in a poHiiion to eaploii ihin 
lolls advantage. 

The only glimmer of 
hope is the Bharatiyu 
Janau Parly (BJP). With 
the so-call^ third force 
unable to rise above peliy 
personality clashes, the 
responsibiiiiy of 

challenging the Congress ^^BjBB 

now rests on the BJPS 

shoulders. 

Bui t fail <0 uiHiersland 
why the party is noitlotng ■F’ 
anything to enlarge its W 
electoral base. Its posi- ^ 
lion has dcicnoraicd 
vM-a-vM \m and 199). 

The BiP's defeat in 
Madhya Pradesh, ^ 

Himachal Pradesh and j 7^ 
Uttar Pradesh demorahs- wt 

ed the rank and file of the I 

party. The BJP gave up ^ 

(he path of struggle and * 

confruntaiuKi which had J 

given strength lo the 
party frcHn l9gK to 199.V Bui instead ol 
(Tying to ideniify ihc real reasons for the 
poll debacle, the parly leadership started 
looking around for scapegoats. 

Unfonunjicly. some BJP leaders aie 
hlaniing party president L.K. Advani for 
Ihc poor performance of the BJP in the 
Assembly elections in AntUira Pradesh, 
Kamata)^ and Goa. Bui poll analysis 
shows (hat the puny hfts actually improv¬ 
ed upon iu 1989 pcrl'ormaiwc. In fuel, ii 
goes 10 (he credit of Advani that under 


his leadership, (he party has been able lo 
strike roiMs in such souihcm siaics as 
KcroJa. Andhra and Kikmuiaka, 

In fact. LK Advani has realised quite 
rightly ihat if tlu; BJP is to make a scri* 
ous hid for power ai the Centre, the party 
Will have in broad'base iis suppi>ri. A 
sirong BJP can ^^uke the most of the 
negative voting against the Congress, 11 
ii mdiiagcs lo win even 2(ll> seals, it may 
find regional parties like the Tclugu 
IX'sam. (he DMK or (he AIAOMK. ihe 
Assam Cana Parshod and many others 
graviiaimg lowanJs it Hiis will deprive 
Ihe National I’font of many of its 


W V 
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to have a poll adjusinicni with the BJP, 
but Govii^ Acharya. the BJP general 
secreiary, was not too keen on the idea. 

The BJP has a strong leadership, but 
unfortunately. Murli Manohar Joshi and 
L.K. Advani do not get along loo well. 
Moreover, some people in Ihc party and 
the nw'dia arc out to create differences 
between ihem. Both huve eimtributcd to 
the party. Joshi became popular among- 
si the rank and file after his Hkla Yatru, 
bui he failed to get the support of the par¬ 
ty's second-ranking leaders. Joshi's 
sveatieshi ideology is also much misur* 
dersiond J n fact, he i s much ahsMd i >f his 
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At ivesent the BJP 
leadership Is 
divided. But 11 
Advani (left), Joshi 
(centre) and 
Vajpayee got 
together, they 
would make un 
onbeatable 
combination 


amstiiucnis. 

Today, (he BJP is giving direct fight 
U> the Cungiess in Gufaiot. Maharashtra. 
Rajasthan, Himachal Piodcsh, Madhya 
Pradesh. Ooa and Delhi. It is a force lu 
reckon wiih in Uttar Pradesh umJ Koma- 
luka and is m the prwevs of cstahli.shing 
4 base in Andhra Pradesh. Orissa ai>d 
Kerala In Bihar, ii could do well if it 
goi's into an alliance with either the 
Sumabi Party or the Bihar People's Par¬ 
ly. Iniiially. Niiish Kumar was willing 


limes and is perhaps the first p^^itician 
in Ihc country ki propose refo/ms in the 
agriculture sector. 

Alai Bchaii Vajpayee is rather tndiffe- 
rviK i^rwaids party ulTajn> and is more 
acecpuhic to other political parties than 
any other leader of the BJP. He i» always 
coftvemed ohoul his own image. Bui if 
Advani. Joshi and Vajpayee got logc* 
ihcr. they would make un unbeatable 
combination and BJP then would give 
the ('ongress a run for ns money. • 


MHMT lo.aftrwM^iios 











Intelligent moires 


The CBl takes steps to speed up the Rajiv Gandhi assassination trial 


T he verdict of the trial court at 
Chengalpatiu in the Rajiv Gandhi 
assassiiuiliun eaxe is cspccted 
someiime nexl year m ihe CentnJ 
Bureau uf tnvmigaiKxi(CRI).itM: prose¬ 
cuting agency, has taken steps to ensure 
U>iU the accused in the "near perfect 
crime" are cr>nvicied at the earliest. 

Bui the Liberation — 

Tigers of Tamil Bclam ' ^ 

(LTTR). one of the 
world's dcudliesi terror* *, Tt-'-m 
isl organisations charge- J 

sheeted in the caw, has 
gut wind of the CBI's ^ n I 
plans and is said to be * 

KivSy with its 
countermoves. * 

The LTTH hiis direct- .* 

cd its cadres in over a 
hutKired ctHinincs either 
to try and stall the ir^al or 
ensure the acqu i i tat of the ' 

accused -- whichever Is \ ^ 

possible. 

LTTK 


The intelligence agencies have riled 
reports from 15 countries before the Jain 
Cnmmi ssion of tnqu iry. probing the con- 
^mey behind the assassiioainn. But (he 
Tcporis have been kepi secret to the cal* 
cm that even (he (imon govemmem 
counsel, B. E>atta. has no( been allowed 
to see (hem. 


panel was not being allowed to function 
fredy. 

The Prime Minister's Office rcccnlly 
instructed all the central agenctes like 
the CBl. the Intelligence Bureau, the 
Research and Analysis Wing, the Cabi¬ 
net secretariat and (he ministry of home 
affairs to cooperate with the Jain Com* 
tnission and give all the 
* ’ documents. 

i "After all. Kao has ac(* 
ed rather stupidly by giv¬ 
ing the Impression to 10 
ianpath and others that he 
is not OHsperating with 
the ctmimession which he 
himself constituted,'’ said 
a Congrc» watcher. "He 
has filing to hide and 
nothing lo k»c hy coope- 
mting with the Jain 
Commission.’' 

’ihc cfrcvi of this is 
already visible. ITk com* 
mission is getting the 
necessary papers n<»w 
and it s i mpoiiance c sped- 
cd to increase in the com* 

< ing weeks, especially 
when chief election com¬ 
missioner T,N. Seshan 
and his friend- 
\ lumed-crilic, riirmer 

Union minister Dr Subra- 
J maniam Swamy, enter 
the witness box on 6, 7 
kdifilis andSMarvh. 


ocdvisis ujid 
sympathisers are suid to 
Imvc laniicd out in India, ■ 

including New Delhi, for 1 

"action", meaning a mas- ' I 

sive disinformation cam- ' 

paign regarding the ongo¬ 
ing trial. 

Initially, (he prosecu¬ 
tion lined up a.s many as 
1.014 witnesses before 
the trial court. But till the f ■nv 
first week of this month, 
only 78 of them could be spnai 
crow-examined. And at 
this rate, the case could 
very well drag into the 
1 weniy-ri r^t century. 

Hence, the CBl has decided to exami¬ 
ne only MX) witnerKe»^. "We have 
already examined almosl all (he key wi(* 
newes. The rcs( of ihe 228 wiirtes.ses 
will z»OT take much time." kud a Uip CBl 
oOicial. 

To strengthen its ea.se. (he CBl would 
produce some 10 to 15 foreign witnesses 
from at lca.sl three eountricx. It may be 
recalled that (he Special Investigating 
Team had visited more than a do«ft 
counuics to investigate the Rajiv cate. 
h5ZV>» 


naiai "We have submitted 

all documcnis that can be 
suNnitied before (he com¬ 
mission.” .said a lop CBl 
olTicial. Rut (he central 
agencies have been advised lo cooperate 
fully without adversely affeciing the 
trial in the Cbengulpanu couit. 

Much of CBI's woes will be over 
once the (rial proceedings are conclu¬ 
ded, If all goes well, the (rial is expected 
to reserve its verdict hy this year end. 
Bui much wou Id depend on how the I nd i- 
an .security agerKic.s thwart the LTTE’s 
attempts to al^ or Irustraie the trial. • 
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Ho CHILD’S 
PLAY 


Annu 
Kapoor’s 

involvement wiihihe 
medi a has come f ul I circle. 

The ace actor who used 
to feature in every other 
Hindi film playing 
character roles, had made 
hU foray into the 
television world in a big 
way. Aruljusi when he 
was regaling the TV 
audience with his 
song* and •dance acl as the 
ever* so* popu lar anchor of 
Close'Vft Antakshuri, 
Annu was also working 
— in silence arkl away 
from the media glare— 
towards something more 
worthwhile. He was 
making a film. For 
children, 

Annu’s maiden film. 
Ahhayo {Fcarleywss). 
based on Oscar Wilde's 
celebrated story, tire 
Caniervitlt Ghoit. Is 


VerseAND 

WORSE 

Those who 

missed the 
pot of gold <lbe prize 
fundamentalists put up 
for Satman Rushdie’.s 
head) have a chance to 
pick up a few gold coins at 
least. 

Six years after 
Ayatollah Khnineini 
i.ssued a futwa on the 
writer for "insulting 
Islam" In TheSafaniv 
Verre.v. Teheran wants to 
mark the anniversary with 
a short story contest to 
describe the “fear and 
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ready for release. 
Financed hy the National 
Centre of Films for 
Children and Young 
People, the film pniposes 
locxploa'thc insular 
world of today's children 


anxiety" the wnicrhas 
lived in. 

The official Islamic 
propaganda organisation 
is offering ten gold coins 
to the winner of the 
ci'Hiiest, five for first 
runner-up and three for 
the second. Iran’s 
siaie-nin Islamic 
Republic News AgerKy 
reported. 


and gel it> the bottom of 
the insecurities that assail 
them. 

And. as for the cynics, 
who would not want to 
attach much importance 
to the efforts of another 


To cash in on the 
current mood of the 
fundamentalists, it is 
probably just a maner of 
time bcf^>re Bangladesh 
decides to offer some 
silver taka for a story on 
Taslima. 
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actor -1 u med-fd inniu kcr. 
need wc remind ihcm that 
films foi children rarely 
get made these days. Id 
alone one which 
addresses their pi\>blems 
with such sincerity. 


Top GEAR 


* What tune is 

' Leander 
Pacs hummimg these 
days?A<V(r meri ^aaUi 
mein hait jua! 

India’s excuse fora 
tennis star is visibly 
thrilled at being awarded 
a ConiessaCla.ssic. for 
emerging a.s the Player of 
the Davis Cup Tie against 
Hong Kong. "This is 
special, as it's my first 
cor." Poes said with 
engagi ng candour as he 
hopped into the driver's 
scat. 

It all went very well for 


MOAV It-^ fiMify tM 

















True LIES 

Everyone 

wondered 

why Shekhar Kapur was 
robbing the real-life 
bandit queen of the 
opportunity of seeing her 
reel-life personification. 

But now that Phoolan 
Devi has seen the film on 
hcTScir following a Delhi 
High Court directive, 
perhaps we have the 
answer, 

"Maine isse hurt 
fthiUum nahin dekhi (I 
have ycl to see a worse 
rilm),” Phoolan ranted. 
"Ek do scene nahin. hum 
kofwri phiUum hi hurt 
lu\ii (Ifs not the question 
of one or two scenes. I 
found the entire film 
object ionable)." 

Kven though Ph(Mi Ian's 
reaction was all l(x> 
predictable, director 
Kapur defends the film, 
saying that it docs not 
den i grate her at any poi nt. 



Which doesn’t stop 
Phoolan l>evi front 


spewing fia' and 
reiterating hcrrcMilvc to 


KaiMf (hiMt): on 


slopfHjblic viewing of the 
111m, 

horget whatever 
happened at Bchnuii, the 
cx-dacoit is truly on the 
warpath this time. 






Uidir Poop ond trio 
CftotaMo; pioMd owiw 

the youngster who hod 
put up an unusually 
sfMfitcd Davis Cup 
performance. Pacs was in 
lop gear as he offered his 

teamnidtes a joynde and 
/.ipped annjnd the lawns 
of .South Club. Calcutta. 

But. observing the way 
the car was driven, former 
tennis champion Ranicsh 
Krishnan couldn't help 
cctinnienting thui "ihu 
street.s of Calcuua might 
never he the same again’' 

Anyway, what 
mattered was that Poes 
was having a ball—on 
the court and off it. • 
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NEW INDIA 


Free enterprise. 

Or leadership that 
inspires the confidence 
to venture forth 
asainst all odds. 



There is also the r>eed lo protect the funds 
agaiosf all conlmgencies 

This IS where New IrxJia figures prominent. 
Since inception 75 years ago. the corr^any has 
offered Indian industry and trade a tango of 
innovative insurance covers. 

hrom business interruption and satellite 
insurance. To machHiOfy, eleclrunic equipment, 
cargo arxJ hull 

These covers have provided the 
entrepreneurial strength. That helps convert 
opportuTHiios into successful ventures And boosts 
overair industnaf acirvity 

Foresight, innovation ana the will lo serve. 
Thai's whal makes New Indie the leading general 
insurance company m India 
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75 years of solid, secure support 

Owr fMin MftMAM w» : Uitttfi M fktk • * Cli*i ri m> • CyOt • MMuI^Uh* • G hoateaper^* • Dockn’ 

CcKrpoaM ^Kliapt * lAMCttan * QfO^ iMidVn * 0«MM MMcMn • AeaMR • T)wd Nrty LJa > StiDttm 

• BvtVHhl • Cnar • Md^art * »■! » ■ < !■ LM Om^ • Hast • KMy UiAMen • T V • O tmahft • IfcMl TwrO 

Pacl^ Aur CM • SiM * HorM^PQM%Ma • ^ > Canal • P«U»V • Dudi • Am • eiMN«Dog * er«M» WMr PrMin • InM 

Paft» B iiiw u iiiM»Monay6aaa«aff « x(fcaat^tf*»aa»**i—< >< i la Ca»t»wai«Oe»r 0^ l%a»Naw WHi * JaM PanM <todan 
‘Oranri ParaonaiAca0a(V * CompaatoPadiapalva'fe^'Farvwa^Kt^p 
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Maruti Udyog ’s new Tatkal scheme for its popular800cc 
model generates a lot of controversy 


I I was a dcciAMm calculated lu 
impfcss IimJmN burgeoning 
moneyed middle cla», lircd 
queueing up rurhnu.se allutmenb, 
gas conrKctions. (e kphnne I ines 
and Maniii cars. 

Ljvu ftinnighi. Manili Udyug Linuied 
(MUU deckled lo relieve them of Iheir 
agony. It annnuiiced a 'Tatkal Khcrnr*. 
in which the popular 8DCkc Manii car 
can be bnughi ofT-thC'shcir with an cam 
paymenl o/Rs itS.OOO. Otherwise, then 
ill a sia lo eight inoMhi.' wailing period 
for it, 

*rhc scheme wa?) an n 
instant succesit. Within a 
week of its announce* 
mciu. the company had 
sold 71V cars arid coJJeci • 
cd Ka 2.52 crxirc. One- 
third of the anioucu goes 
to the company and (he 
rest to the government 
As MUL uw il, (hey 
had killed the pniverhial 
two Nrds with one stone. 

The brtikcr, who was 
cashing m on Ihc heavy 
demand for the SOOcc car. 
would now he out of busi • 
ness. And the money 
ivould hencefonh be 
divened lo the company 
— and (he g< ivcmmcn i—thnaigh iranv 
parent channcK 

*1 am curtailing black money activity 
and diverting this money ihrtHjgh open, 
iranspurcni chonnoK' said Mlll/s 
managing director. K.C. Rhargava "If 
wc do nothing, what wc arc iit cflect spy¬ 
ing IS that brokers can continue to make 
moneyKc added thai anybiiw. those in 
a hurry were paying Rs 36,000 to Rs 
37 ,tXlO as prvmi urn lo the bmker. 

' Whal has been liaf^ning is that 
brokers have been booking curs and inak • 
ing (hem available to those unwilling lo 
wan in ihc ducuc." said Rhargava 'Ail 
these prcimum (runsuciions ua* in blat k 
money. Neither ibe company not the 
government gets any share of this 
money earned by I he broker Asacompa* 
ny. we fell we couldn't let such a situa¬ 
tion continue,' the MlJl. chief added 
One wuy wus to increase pr« Kluctiuii 
Two years ago, 1.2K lakh ears rolUxI out 
of the assembly I i ne%. and in IV95*%. an 


estimated 2.55 iakh can are to be produ¬ 
ced. Rut still. MUL hasn't been able to 
keep up with (he demand. There vs a 
shortage of supply despite our be&t 
efTorts." explain^ Rhargava. 

That left Mill, with two opti(uis One 
waa to substantially incieav dv price, 
by an estimated Ra 25.000. putting i( out 
of reach of a large mxIioa. And the other 
wa.s lo provide an alternative lo the 
broker. Tatkal* was the wxnnd option. 
And cars in this category vany addition¬ 
al features like a lamnaicd windshield, 
split rear scats aid soon. 



Added Shri Ram Khanna of VOICE 
(Voluntary Organisation in the Interui 
of Consumer Educabon}: 'Admittedly, 
(here is a flourishing black market in 
Maruti cars. What was cadier unaccoun¬ 
ted money is now going to be accounted 
money. But is it slill desirable fora com¬ 
pany 10 do that and muke consumers pay 
extra for speedy ddivery?" 

1 n fact. Maruti may be i n more trouble 
than It had initially envisaged. The pro¬ 
blem is not jusi an ethical ur a moral one 
of giving precedence to money power. 
According to VOICli, the company 
has misled the Supreme 
Court. VOICE had Hied a 
complaint in IW again* 
St MUL\ practice uf giv¬ 
ing outHif-ium 

allot menis. 

The Supreme Coun 
responded by directing 
ihc company to give pre¬ 
ference III only certain 
catcgoriCN (the handicap* 


B ut thinp may not be 
quite that cut and 
dried. The Tatkal'(mea¬ 
ning inuikxJiatel scheme 
may have delighted thal 
class of people who lly 
Indian Airlines on their 
own money. Many 
mhers. however. knA 
upon ji as a ease of hlaiani 
profiteering. Consumer 
activisis, lor «tnr, are 
appalled 

'.Since when has this 
car heconie such j luxmy 
hem ihai y«ni have to pay 
a preiuiuin to the compa¬ 
ny to buy It immediate¬ 
ly T asks Rupa Vajpeyi. a 
consumer aclmsi. Tliis 
move IS user- 

friendly. Mill, is espluii* 
ing my need for a cur and 
IrcscM il." 
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ped. docUMs. social organisaUons, 
eic.). L4 is( year. MUL filed a review pdi* 
bon staling that as oui*of*tiim allot- 
menlb weren’t being made, there was no 
need for the order. 

“At that time, we couldn’t challenge 
them " said Khanna. 'However, neither 
did MUL tell the court that a Tatkal* 
scheme was on the way." An agitated 
Khanna added that VOlCB would be 
soon n.sking the Supreme Court in 
review its o«^. As it now Mands. there 
is no scheme for'needy persons". And a 
doctor or a disabled person urgently 
requiring a Maruii carh^ lu go through 
ihc Taikar route. 

The widespread belief then is that 
MUL has jusi legalised prvrrtium. Tak¬ 
ing advantage of a scarcity situation, n 
hus crealcd a division among buyer%. 
1*h is. acii V i su say. is espcc iaily unaccep- 
(able about a company which began as a 
fully government owned outfit in IVSl. 

Il wus allotted prime land in Gurgaon 
then. It wus imly u year later that a joini 
venture agreement was signed with 
Jupurfs Su/uki Miuor ('i^fatum 
hiven ll)cn, Sii/.uki's slake was 26 per 
cent, und only in wav this ira reaped 

(o.SO per cent, 

Hnally, MUL'v mandate wus to 



R.C. BHARGAVA 


^^Everywhorc, there 
arc people who don’t like 
standing in line and are 
willing to pay. So. there ; 

I 

niusl also be people who! 
are willing tt>supi)ly •f 


manufacture a people's car costing no 
more than Rs Vl.OOO. But under a year, 
that price harriei was remuved 
Since then. Maniti has come a king 
way. Now you need to pay Ks 1 .HO lakh 
for a Maruo MXKc car. And if you need 
It fast, you need hi pay Rs :^5,<100. 

And yet. MUL isn't alone m capkiii* 
ing Its monopoly ptHilion. Already, the 
stale envned Mahanugar Tcle^w: 
Nigam Umhed has a similar scheme 
with the same name. Normally, a con 
suiia.T has to pay Ks VOOll for a (clepho 
nc connection. But if you 
need an immediate line, 
you have to pay ten 
times more. 
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hven so. they have a 
scheme fur oui‘or*(um 
alloimenis for "needy per¬ 
sons’*. There. U is t liule 
different because 

people’s needs are taken 
can; of.” said Khanna. 
"Maruii ensures no such 
thing and actually makes 
people pay mure to the 
company itself 

MUL. of course, 
doesn't see it that way. 
H>r (hem. it is a question 
of market forces at work. 
"Everywhere.* said Bhar- 
gava. *dtcre arc people 
who don’t like standing 
in line and arc willing to 
pay. So. there must also 
be pec^ who are willing 
to supply.* He admitted, 
though. 10 it being the 
"least unfair sysicm." 


S oil, whichever way 
yrai look at it. 


the Tatkal* scheme constitutes in 
some ways an unfair inidc pr&clice. 
Maruii lldyog is no ordinary namopidy. 
Il wav up (it the exclusion ol other 
automobile manufacturers. In the 
impod r>f c<HnfxHientH. it was given spe* 
cial concessKtfis. 

Indeed, the law tailrsrcd to give extra 
bcncOis to mBkc^ of less than lOOCKc 
cars suns only Ml IL No other manufuc* 
lurcr pri>duces vehicles ol ihui capacity 
So tar. they haven't even been allowed. 

And. since the Lsi three years ii is half 
a Japanese company. Rut (he iimi*irusl 
laws ol the uHiniry aa' lar Uh> inadequa¬ 
te to deal wuh such a situation. Worse, 
the procedure under ihi' MorH»policsanil 
Rcsinciivc Trade Practices (MRTPC') 
Aci h long and cumbersome. 

In December 1494. Khanna and oilier 
consumer activists had met Manmohan 
Singh, as part of the pa-Budget excai* 
scs, VOK'K prepaiwl a memorandum 
for It. One of Us rccotnmcodHtions was 
that all cases before ihcMRTPCommis- 
srun must be c leared w iihi n one year. 

Another recommendation was mode. 
Just now. all MRTPC cases are tried 
only in the Supreme Court. VOIC?H 
sought the creation of an appellate autho* 
niy within the MRTPC itself and more 
MRTPf' benches Ihroughoui the 
counlry. There’s no w<ird ol what has 
become of the rectunmendadons. 

And yet. quick and effective antMrusi 
laws are (he crucial underpinnings f<ir 
any frcc-morkct operation to be really 
flee. Tt tyie manulaclurers eanelise and 
raise lyre prices, it goes against (he spirit 
of the market, whatever be its other 
worth. Imagine Indian Kailwriys otter¬ 
ing instant Nukings lor an extra sum 
Maruti Udyog \ ’Tatkal ’ scheme is :is 
giNidfirbadusihat. a 
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W hil cb 
yijg do 

when 
you arc 
ihe 

owner of some of ihc 
mohl mugniriccni palaces SrikO^\ 
and slalely buildings in 
MMiih India and yet are tU2S 
caah*$irappcd? Well, just 
lake ionpiration from for* 
mCT royalties across the 
globe and convert the pro¬ 
perties inio luxuiy^ resorts, and 
then sil hack and watch siaiTy*cyGd tour¬ 
ists bring in (he moolah. 

SrikanUdalta Narasin^uraja 

Wodeyar. scion of the Mysore royal 


PALACE 

DREAMS 


Srikantadatta Narasimharaja Wodeyar 
has plans to convert his properties 

into hotels 


resorts. 


Chacnanju and his heirs, v^io claimed 
ownership of the padacc and its grouruls 
in lieu of an advaiKe of Rs 41 l^h that 
they had allegedly paid (o Srikaniadac* 
la's laic fatfier. Maharaja Jayachamara- 


family. who has spent the better part of jendra Wodeyar. Until recently, the 


his youth battling the land sharks who 
had usurped most of his property and 
has now regained a majority of his 
holdings, is today brimming with ideas 
on how 10 bring hack glory to Ihe oncc- 
renowned Wodeyar dynasty. 

In (he ccniury-old Bangalore Palace, 
fashioned after EnglarKt s Windsor 
Castle. Wodeyar sits In a refurbished 
room, holdi^ forth on his plans to make 
(he palace aiffet its acres of rolling greens 
inio the *rineat resort in Asia". 

BjA that' % more ea.si ly said than dsme. 
hut^M a decade, the palace had hcen 
(i^k^Bttgation with a contractor named 


Bangalore ^lace and iLs adjoining area s 
were under the coning of Uie Chamaraju 
clan, who had converted it inio a locale 
for film shootings, VIP weddings, politi¬ 
cal mceting.s and sundry melas. The 
resull: theA and vandalism thai almost 
completely dcslii^ed ibe ofice*oniate 
ctuvidclicrs. century-old bone china, 
fabulous oil painiings, rare books and 
artefacts. 

Yet. the palace retains sumt aura of 
the bygone days and Wodeyar hopes to 
capitalise un this by adding various 
aiiractKHis (o lure lounsis. He has mana¬ 
ged 10 mobibse Rs IbOcrore for his pro* 


jeel to make the Bungulo¬ 
re Palace into a fivc-stur 
deluxe hotel, l-or U.S 
Sl.UX) a day. guesls citn 
a vai I of a sau na and jacu/- 
ri in their suites, perso- 
d^yCir nalrsttl butler .service, as 

. wcllasenjoy uthcrlacilli- 

fi^i^ ies like an IK-holc golf 

course, horses from the 
royal stable, dal. 

Wodeyar ha.s been able 
tu gel funds from both 
ftnancial * institutions and priv¬ 
ate mvcMurs, mainly NR Is (though hu*s 
very lighllipped about the exact nature 
of the investment). The Rus.sian aircraft 
manufadurer. Ilyushin, is also coming 
in as an equity partner in Wrxieyar 
Investments. Wodeyar's holding compa¬ 
ny for Ihc venture. 

What's more, the Russians arc 
reportedly willing to invest a whopping 
Rs 5.77 billion towards acquiring royal 
residences in Uttar Pnide.sh. Madhya 
Pradesh. Himachal Pradesh and 
Rajasthan. Wodeyar inienils to bring all 
th^ into the tourist circuit, but nol 
before his properties in (he south have 
been taken care of. 

Wodeyar curruMly has a management 
agreement wiih the Taj group to run the 
Pcmhill Hotel in Duty. Sianed by his 
father. Wodeyar himself was unable lo 






mn it successfully. If this luranfeinent 
clicks^ the Taj group has plans to run 
ocher Wodeyar prc^itics. including the 
much'SOUght'afier Bangalore Palace. 

f)f course, ihc Taj group managers 
and Wodeyar will have to first son out 
the differences ihey have over how the 
properties shiMjId he developed. While 
the latter insists that nothing new should 
be built inside the Bangalore Palace pre* 
miscs, Taj group sources say that they 
are interested in a green*field projcci 
(i.c. beginning fnim scratch). But 
Wodeyar is confident that such small 
probic ms wi II be .sorted ou t soon. 

He says, 'The hotel in (he palace 
should he ready in less than a year and 
we will begin work on the other propert¬ 
ies us sorn us wc can. I'm expecting a 
revenue of Ks 16 crore a year from die 






MkMtedatta Woduyan "Vm 
•xpuettng a r«v«nu« of Ra Id 
croru a yuur fr^ ttiu flanfaloru 







I Planters 

I * demand doin}{ 
away with the 
government's 

policy of 50 
percent free 
sale quota 


COFFEE 
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palace m Bangalore and a third ul (his 
will be tan I'rvcas n is«itourism venture." 

Ills plans sound lascinairng. Nil are 
they feasi We*.'Alter all. hcismK a profes¬ 
sional in the field. His businesses, until 
now, have been ^‘^lrlcled (o handling 
his <iwn mheniuiice and u couple of 
hotels like Fernhill in (>oty and lAikuran- 
jan Muhul in Mysore Hossever. a Uvng- 
linic In end <>!' the f.imil) says. "He 
^ems to have ctMwen the aght path, l(\ 
u soft line of business and his blue hloud 
wi 11 »tand hi in in good s le id, boi h in get r* 
ing I nvesf nK‘nl s as wel I a.s louri si s. As 
W<Mk'yui limisL'If says, "1 have ni:in:iped 
to hold on to ah ihi.s real estate which 
has not given me any returns until now 
But look at the land phees uxlay—they 
arc phenomenal, I want to eonsolnlaic 
niy assets to Rs 21 X 1 crore in ihe next ton 
years.'' • 







ol'fec-g^mrer^ in India have 

never hod il better. 

was a vear when there was 
• 

on acute shortage of coHec 
in the world as Bra¬ 
zil, u mayor expuner of the comnKidiiy. 
lost almost Its entire crop due to frost 
Indian planters made die most of the 
s il uation' exports shot up and ooffee pri¬ 
ces in the domestic nurfcei rose hy over 
MU) per cent. But in this bright scenario, 
a pail of g loom hung <iver ite cofToe plan • 
taiiowt in the couniry. Reason' coffee* 
growers were unhappy w ith the present 
goventmeiH policy iwer whai is known 
as Ihc free sale quota (KSQ). 


Under the system, all planters arc 
required to pool in 5(1 pcrcctii ol ihcit 
pr^uce and hand them over to the Col • 
fee Board. For over a year now. coffec- 
gmwers and exporters have been urging 
the government to do away with ihis 
compulsory pooling system and inti i'kIu' 
ce a 100 per cent FSQ. After repeated 
demaiiH^ IVorn 4^ growers' organise* 
lions, the Coffee B<»ard had also rew^m- 
mended that the pcxiling system should 
be removed. 

tniiially. the commerce ministry 
appeared to he sympuihcrie in this 
recommendation, hut the (ormer com¬ 
merce minisior. Praruih Muklx*fjec, was 
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BOSE MANDANNA 


rctuciani u> lake any <kOnit£ steps. The | ik martlet «)d local dealers are stilJ sell* 


reasofl behind this u as that since much 
of India's produce is ^oing oui of the 
country to meet the shonfaJI in ibe world 
markci. the domcsric price of the com* 
modity has already shiH up from Rs 60 
per kg to about Rs 200 per kg. and 
industry'WiichcrN felt that a 100 per 
cent PiQ would further push up coffee 
prices at home. 

Kowever. coffee-growers. wIh» have 
now become market-suwy. are unwilU 
ing to continue to function under this 
restricted sysierti. in Kerala, dharrvu 
were heldouKide Ibe Coffee Board nffi* 
ces and plunicrs refused to fill in the *A' 
form, which shinus that. I hey have pool* 
ed 50 per cent of the i r produce. This mill • 
taut mood has sprcMl t<i other parts of ihe 
country as well. Says Anil Bhandan. for¬ 
mer vic6*chiunrwn <»f the ColTcc Board. 
"We have decided lo up the ante. Huw 
long can wc keep wailing? Huw can we 
set U11 y lu rgei s • How can we pos ii inn our- 
selves us reliable culfec eApi>ncx>? We 
know that if wc refuse io 
irunspon coffee and even 
export It. Nve will be hutt¬ 
ing ourselves. Hut a short* 
term loss is butter if we 
cun achieve u long'term 
gain.' 

At an inicmuiionul 
synipoitiuin on coffee 
heki in Hangalt>re earlier 
this month, r>r S MItru. 
director of plantations, 
who had strongly hacked 
the inirnduetion of the 5<i 
per cent KSQ. assuresi 
planters that die commer* 
ce ministry's prima/y 
goal was promotion of exports. ‘But 
dc vekipi ng couiti n es. which depend hca* 
vily on primary aghcultuial exports, 
should consider the long-term implka¬ 
li ons also. While the prospects of colTec 
expons arc bnghi today. Ihe commodity 
is prone to price fluctuatiuns Tliis 
should he taken into account when libe¬ 
ralising the market. This is where the 
domestic markci can act a.s a buffer 
against price fluctuations in ihc world 
market," he argued. 

Hut the voltee industry is jioi prepar¬ 
ed to buy this argument. Planters main¬ 
tain that the prices of cuffee in India 
have shc4 up ntii Oue tu largc-scaJe 
expoitx. but due to the aeiivitks of 
certain dealers. They argue that though 
world coffee prices have lallcn from 274 
cenu per pound to 154 ccriis jur pound, 
thix has not been reflected in the doines- 


ing the commodity at about Rs 170 to Rs 
200 per kg. This is solely due to the 
donvsik dealers’ inaaivity. They have 
caused a shortage and kept the prices arti¬ 
ficially high.* charges Bhandan. 'Why 
is no action being taken against them?" 
he asks. 

Says Bose Mandanna. direcior of Cof¬ 
fee Producu India (which markets the 
50 per cent HSQ coffee). "For five 
decades, growers have subsidised 
domestic consumers but nidiody helped 
us when prices in the world market crash¬ 
ed in 1989 and remained low till 1995, 
Gruwerx have now realised that unless 
they bu i Id u p their reserves m good time, 
they will never Iasi out aiuahcr 
recession." 


For five decades, growers 
have subsidised dome.stic 
consumers, but 
nobody helped us 
when prices in the 
world market crashed 
in 1989 and remained 
low till 1993. 
Growers have now 
realised that unless 
they build up their 
reserves in good 
time, they will neverjast out 
another recession 


E ven though the commerce minisiTy 
is yet to cake a decision on (be 100 
per cent F$Q is8ue. informally this has 
already been put into practice. The Cof¬ 
fee Board is no l<mger insisting that 
exponerv fill up the 'A* fonn. In other 
words, the board is idcilly accepting the 
fact that planters are not keeping 50 per 
cent of their produce for ihe domestic 
maikci. The Coffee Board apparently 
has taken such a stand to placate a sec* 
iHHi of the coffee-growers. 

But exporters mainiain that such a 
"private agfeemem" does not work m 
ihe world market. .Says a leading 
exporter. ‘ A benign govcmmcni might 
allow ux (ocurry on with this, but what is 
the guarantee i hut i t wi 11 lust ? And a fore¬ 
ign buyer will insist that wc com¬ 
plete id I fonnulitics. He is 
not suiisl'ieJ by verbal 
assurances. The law of 
Ihc land should allow us 
to do business legally ." 

But iheir dvniund lor a 
iOO per cent free sulc is 
unlikely u> he met in tliu 
near future. I hc govern- 
meni. meanwhile, hos 
been oifcring sops to ib* 
indiisiry U has romieil u 
U-mcuibcr (‘oiTce Core 
fNwiunitlcc. which would 
not only look into the 
demand lorn MKIpcficni 
FSQ but also assist 
coftce-gniwers in areas 
such as production and 
marketing. And some 
hiircaucrats have hven tel¬ 
ling planters that the Cen¬ 
tre will lake a dec ision on 
the issue soon aHcr the 
current round Asst‘nib* 
ly deciions 


At the coffee 
in Bangalore. 


seminar 
Simeon 

Onchcre, chairman of the 
iniemalional Coft'cc 
Orgaiusalion. sided with 
(he growers, saying that they 
should he allowed to dcimmsiraie iheir 
creative brilliance in coffee production 
with minimum mierfcrencc from the 
govcmmcni. But unless someihing is 
done to stabilise coffee prices in the 
domeciic market, popular rc.scnimcnt 

against planters will always be there. 
Ami the commen.'c ministry will always 
try and cite (his as a reason for not doing 
away with a blatantly biased policy. • 







Why are private 
airline operators up in 
arms against the 
government all over 

again ? 

I t didn't uke long for the charm of 
the 'scheduled airiine* status to 
wear off. Barely two months after 
they had worn the garb of private 
airlines, the former air*Uxi opent' 
ion are finding that there are still quite a 
few creases leB to be ironed out. 

For months, the air>uxss had asked 
for the scheduled airline status The <ipc* 
rators could now publish (heir schedules 
in advance instead of taking permission 
from the director'general of civil avia* 
tion (DGCA) for every individual flight. 
A jubilant Warner Heesen. vice* 
president fcommerciah, Modiluft. call* 
ed this a "major boost fiv ihc privaic 
operators'". 

But the euphona is now wearing off. 
Part of ihe trade*off for the new si at us 
wa» that private airlines would hove to 
operate on uneconomical routes as well. 
The argument was simple erviugb. Indi* 
an Airlines (lA) was a scheduled airline 
and it was required to operate services 
that we re certain to make a lo>s. If the ai r* 
(axis wanted the same 'Status a.s [A. then 
(hey should suffer from the same 
handicaps. 

Hw statutory formula thai was work¬ 
ed out was; for every iOO seats flown on 
the imnk routes (i.e. metros), the airlin^ 
would have to fly 50 scats on CaiegMy 2 
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EAST WEST AIRLINES 




Running 

into rough 
weather 


HOW MANY IN A FLEET 


■ EAITKEIT 

Sewn 737-200* and tfim Fokken 


■ INUMMUA 

Two 737-200* and two 737-400* 


■ XTARWAYS 

FowfiMne 737-300* wd two 
Bomo 737-400* 


II 



riMJtcs (i.c. branch ^oulc^ Mich as 
Lucknow. Pune. Goa etc.) and — this is 
what is creating (he problem—len seals 
on Categoryi oules { i.e. the North-East. 
Jammu & Kashmir. Andaman & Nko- 
bar Islands and Loksh w«le^). 

In addition, they would also have to 
fly orte seal within (he Category 3 sector 
<i.e. fcomGuwahati lo Bagdogra). out of 
every KXJseatson the (nink routes. 

While most operators were already 
servicing the branch routes — Modiluft 
is flying to Amritsar. Khajuraho. Goa 
•shI Jaipur. Sahtua lix^a is flying to 
Lucknow and M Airways to Ahmeda* 
had — it L5 (he Category .3 sector chat had 
been neglected by the private airlines. 

nr they want equal status with ua, 
then they should also share the responsi* 
biliiies.” says an lA official ‘We ut not 
subsidised by the government for flying 


these routes. If lA can do ii. why can't 
theyr 

‘We ore all very unhappy with this, 
since it reMnc(s our growth potential,” 
says Saroj K Daiu, executive director. 
Jet Airways. ""Obviously, this is just ano¬ 
ther way of protecting lA, by making 
sure we don't expand in other sectors." 
he adds. 

Although all the private airJ i nex agree 
with Dana, few are ready to air (heir dis¬ 
content. All (hey are willing lo say oa . 
record are govemmeni-iTi^-to*<rder | 
releases Says Sahara's cluef exe¬ 
cutive. U.K. Bose; ‘It's a good Utp that 
the government has taken. Everyone 
^>ould fly the uneconomical sector as 
well." 

However, they are all wil I i ng to grum¬ 
ble. off (he rec^. Says one operaiur. 
‘Ifs no( fair on us. Look at tht steel 














iDiliJSir>. The govern- f""" " "I We don't hiv-e enough 

mem has g»ven free pJa> aircmfl to do s<» “ says a 

u>lhepnvaicseeutru>>ci private openttoc. 

up plums wherever they "H Is flOt UmI HO Hi is iKN ihoi no 
wuiii. And it* the govern- Imports lo# imports uk being 

ment feels that u« under- . * allowed/ says Clundra. 

developed area needs to ■irCrOflJ IfO They are being allowed 

be promolcJ. then ii bolllt OllOWOCt* onacasc-hy-cascbasivll 

gives (he prtvaie sector OfllytthoyOTO isa foolprnnrandiranspa- 

ccnttin Jiwemives and Kml»rf renl'y^lCTn.Aodprcfcr* 

subsidies to do so/' umn^mfQWWO being given to 

All talk of irKcmives OHO those airlines don't 

and subsidies is shrugged CHH^4by*OHM iurerafl a« 

away hy Yogesh <_ p**#^»*^ the others. Ii Is only fair.' 

Chandra, secretary, civil ^ VT ® T •'^•^ara and Damaniu 

uviation, wlui says: The OHWDOlHgglVOH Airways would probably 
airlines were aware of totllOOH olfWw— ^ 
this resirieiion when they wIia alAia*4 hmvm ('handn's defina- 

asked lor the scheduled . ^ lion of what's Uir Both 

airline stalus. It was all HH IMfly MfOfHR ihcse airlines have 

done in eonsuliulion with M th# OthOTS* — imported a Boeing 7^7 in 

the private operutors .S<i. YoCMhChOAdTH months. Uui 

it anyone says it is unfair, ^ Ihis log ic TiikK 1 i ii Ic 

I’d like 10 meet hi mm per- favour wilh iduyvrs like 

son. Ia;i him say ihm l<i Jet Airways ModiluB 

my lace," w—a |.^g West, especially 

The point is well taken. The private when they evanpare their Heel 
airlines need govcmmcni support v>hod* siacofsutJel Airways), lour (ModiIuftt 
ly ihai nobody will dare say anything to and ten tfUst WeM) aircraft to lA's Beet 
the secretary * s fAcc. of 5K. 




l^rivnte airlioev fed that the 
tove mm ent has gone back 


T iir private airlines have another fms 
niem on hand. In addition to heine 


I hlem on hand. In addition to being 
mode 10 lly ihc unprofiluble mutes, ilwy 
are not being given permission to import 
more aiAruH 

"Cven it we wani lo scrvKx ihe other 
sectors in Categoryour problem is nut 
jusi ihai ol the losses we would incur, 


N iH busing employed aircraft, |inva 
te sipcrauifs luve lo A'duce the 


trunk route flights to service the Catego¬ 
ry ^ sector. lA. w hKii has u large 
faces no such prohlem. they coraptoin, 
l>am,uiia. fot instance, had to cut 
hack iHk! RoiiiKiy-Delhi direct flight h> 
make it a hupping (liglit (Honihjy- 


r gove mm em has gone back on 
its word to ^ve themiennjDa] 
space at airports. Nothing saems to 
have happoied on that score. 

"For insunce, Indian AiriincB 
vacated the old terminal space at 
the DdhI airpoit six months ago." 
says a privaie iterator. “But thisis 
yet to be allotted to private afriines." 

The same thing tm happened in 
Bombay. The privaie airlines have 
been operating for over two years 
from a randowA section of the old 
tc/minal and Indian Airlines hasn't 
moved to the new Aittus terminal. 
Says Saruj K, Daai. executive 
director of ki Airways: This son 
of protectionism cannot continue 
for much longer if the government 
is cufltmilted to liber^jHing the 
aviation induitry.* 

But Ihc civil aviation ministry 
maintains that it is jusl a matter of 
time before this is taken care of. as 
espaftsion plans are underway at 
both the Delhi and Bombay 
airports. Dui bO far, few ore laki ng 
these assurances at lace value. 


Ahmcduhad-DcIhi liHloA' Bombay), ll 
has also dropped one Bombay* 
B-mgalon: flight u> start Hying the 


JCT AIRWAYS 








op|)MUarties doei cut ead at tbe 
domestic leval. Private aitHoeti mt 
aho agiuciag to compete on the 
istematinnal ledor. 

"By making dte imenational 
route! open to ui. die aviation 
miaiMry wiU make the other routei 
on Caegocy 3 meet viable for ua,* 
aayi Wahid. ofEaii We»t AirliAei. 

Hepouni out that white Indivi 
AiriiM! and Air India together 
opentr aeven fli^U! a week to 
Si ngapore, for ioiUnce, Singapore 
Airiiaes flies to India 19 bmeR a 
weelL "lo fhit way. foreign airlines 
geiwfaie ■& much as Rt 6,000 crore 
in revenue. Out of thi!> Ri 4.300 
crore U repatnated.'' says Wahid 

Bui Yogeih Chandri, aviation 
secrelary. uyt that there is no 
chance of privafe airlines operating 
on the inteniationai sector. ' Hus is 
becau^M of bilateral trea^ nghu, 
whereby airlines are desigiu^ to 
operate between various 
countries. ' be sayji. Nurmally, each 
country appoints two airlines, aod 
in the case of India, it is the two 
national carrien." 


CaU‘Uttu*(iuwuhuii'Dihn»}tarh sector. 
Smiilarly, Jet Airw^yN hiul loOrop one 
Hiunbuy Delhi flight daily, m> that they 


could fly the Delhi* 
Guwahaii'Ba^logra'Delhi route 

iniitead. 

Bui while the Bomhay-Delhi flights 
used to Hy at an occi^uncy rate of PO per 
cent, ihe rate has dropped to SCkAO per 
cent on (he North Eastern routes. In addi* 
lion Ui itn\ the shoct-disunce (lights 
within this sector make the cost of opera* 



BOSE 


tions go up "You hum more fuel and 
your maintenance costs also go up,’ 
grumbles Thakiyudecn Wuhid. manag* 
ing director, hast West. 

A lthough Bust West did dot haw to 
pull out any of their (lights from the 
trunk routes (they have ta^n opcraiing 
on the Calcutta (iuwuhat I svetur lor ihc 
Iasi iwo yearsK W'ahtd has. however, 
found another area of di'^mieni. 

Says he. *By allowing pnvatv airlines 
to choose ihcir own stations within Cate* 
g^ay \ the DGCA has created a frev* 
for*4ll siuuiion where you aie gtung to 


end up with excess cupac ity in some sec- 
lufs and nothing ai all in ibe Mhers ihui 
Mill need Ui be serviced. Now. everyone 
is nyingioGuwahaii." 

Widiid has a point. While Easi West. 
Damania, Jet Airways and Sahara are all 
uperaiing fli^s toGuwahaii, other sec¬ 
tors on Category 3 like Jamiuu. Lch and 
Port BUir are bdng neglected. 

"ItliiiaMng 
private a1rlln*R 
fly non-tnink 
routes] Is a good 
stsp that the 
govsmmsnt haa 
taksn. Cvaryona 
should fly ths 
uasconomleal 
sector as wsH" 


'Indian Airlines is siili the only one 
that Hies u> remote areas like iorfiat, 
Imphd and Pon Blair, where the patisen* 
gcr load IS ^iften as liiile as 3(1 percent." 
says an IA spokesman. 

In sum. the open skies policy has slid 
to he fine'tuned. On («c hand, (lying on 
the irunk scxior has never hcun heller 
wiih more airlines to choose from, Bui 
I ly ing rules fix the i>ihc r scxlors ought lo 
h: modified m a way that serves both 
tipcrauxs and passengers hcitec than 
they du now. • 

Mym OoJM antf MimfCt 











BUSINESS 


H. Edward Manway, 
who had led a 
25-member 
delegation from the 
American insurance 
industry to India 
recently, talks about 
the prospects of 
foreign companies 
entering the Indian 
insurance sector 


Ptfreguiutinfi the munim e lerittr U 
(iboui ax raxy m making a new e %ir /Wr> 
t'y. Liixi w’(ir, ihe C/tmmiHre 

rerimment/eri lhai farr/gii inxurniKe 
otmpuniex h< affowed in to ampeie 
with tmr own natianalixect prmx. huf it 
immediaielv pmsutked an tmury from 
trade umonx and atherx. 

Howevtr. the pressure an the tndum 
government to deregulate the insurance 
sector hoxn ‘t diminished. Thus will 
vinre Western lending institutions nutre 
about India s seriousness about xtruciU’ 
ral reforms than perhaps any trther 
measure. 

Last week, a ^S-mentber de/egatunt 
from the Smeriean insurance industry, 
managing 1/51 62<l billion worth /V 
assets or a fourth <f the whoie aisHnmt e 
industry, visited mdut The Uttder of the 
delegation. H. Ldwanl Hanway. 
president irf one of Ameriett's largest 
in5uraju:e companies. CIGNA Interna • 
tionai. spoke to SunoAY. Excerpts fnun 
ihe interview: 



Sunday: Wluit is ih< importance nf 
insurance in India's expanding econo¬ 
my and what role would you like to 
have for yourself? 


H. Kdward Kmnway: fn^uranve |Hays 
an tmFK>nani rule in firocnng sound 
nomic growth. Our n>ic will he in ihc 
iicld of infrastructure development, to 
cover risks involved in the inlustofrY)! 
capital ll<»w for private project develop- 
nieni. development of a prxilcs^onal 
insurance market ihn>ugh our netvfOA 
and expericflce in other cdun^fH^.' 
spread of knowledge and cxpcni.se and 
new pruduci development We will take 
intcrcM in en^uyecs. customers and 
shareholders. On the basis of our own 
experience iri other countries, wc have I 
the expeitisc to dcsif:n insurance poliC' 
Ks that could cover risks in larger mar¬ 
kets at reduced costs. 


Q: I'he Malhotra Committee had 
recommended joint venlurcs with 
foreign Insurm. Do you agree? 

A: It is good to have joint vcniure.s 
because we then get the benefit of 
expertise and knowledge of the local 
market. Bui freedom should be given to 
'foruigners for selecting the route to inv¬ 
est here. 

We give mure impoitanoe to the 
solvency aspect. Hence, we prefer a 
large capital base. Some of the members 
of this delegation arc (tfepared to come 
with 40 per cent equity stake too. 


Q: Will you prefer to operate In all 
areas or selectively? 


"WEARE NOTHERETO 1 
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A: U U in Ihc best intcreNi of ihc con- 
suiTierK u» give them whut they r>ecd. We 
prefer to operate in a enmpetilive and 
consumer-oru'nik.'U market. The con* 
sinner will be ihc winner whenihe incur- 
unce sector is opcneii up. 

Q: Whal Is your iinprcMion afler 
your visit? Is (he government moving. 
towards opening the insuranee lector? 

A: We did not have any direct Intcnc' 
lion with Lhc guvemineni. We designed 
this missies lo be husinc&s to business. 
But when US commerce secretary. Mr 
Brown, was here, he certainly cTpruseni- 
ed the position of the US insurance 
industry to the Indian government very 


well. 

And I think government under* 
stands the US position. But move 
impoftantly. they have their own posi¬ 
tion based on the MaJhotra Covnminee 
report and that is how they would like to 
open (he market. $o> then is no reason 
for us to prc&sunse the Indian govern¬ 
ment. But we had many interactions 
with the Indian business and govern¬ 
ment insurance cumpanies to under¬ 
stand how they see the market opening. 

Q: Although the government ie yet lo 
anoouiKe the guidelines on evening 
the insarance business, are (here any 


H. EDWARD HANWAY 


"Wstmemtertof 
the (toteaatlon] had 
savaral on^^o-one 
maatinga with 
coffliMniaa which 
ara lirtaiastad In 
Joint vanturaa. I 
won't ba surpriaad 
to hoar about 
Incraaaing 
partnerohips 
batwaan Amarican 
and Indian 
companlas in the 
coming months" 


ii;qtJaboratJons underway between 
Indian and American companies? 

A: Wc (mcmbcrik of ihe delegation) had 
veveral une-to-one itKe(ing> with com¬ 
panies which VC inlercsied in joint ven- 
lures. I won't he suipri'tcd u> heai about 
increasing pannerships between Amen* 
can and Indian companies in the coming 
months. 


Q: What do yon think wUl he the 
impact ufUberalKallon in the insuran¬ 
ce industry? 

A: With ll^, eennomic growth duu will 
occur here, there is going \obca need Idr 
tremendous insurance capucity ard for 
much broader distribution of insurance 
cover. So. there would he a lot of scope, 
not only for existing comiKinies hut for 
new market insurers as well. So. I think 
(he existing companies will have many 
opportuniuev to do well 

But when the ceofloitiy expands, the 
need for insurance will Iv greater than 
the existing companies can meet and 
that * s why it is important u) opc n the mar¬ 
ket for foreign panicipimis. so ihui wc 
can support (he economic growth along 
with 1^ existing compiinics. We are not 
here to replace or take business avvay 
from (hem. Wc are Itere to Jo bu.sincss 
side by side with them as ibis huge mar* 
ket opens up. 

I think, new entrants lincliiding fore¬ 
igners! will heat a disadvantage csnnpur* 
4^ to existing Indian players as far ax 
their si/c. disirihution network and 
access is eoncemed. Allhough some 
tdcal eompanies do have a giXKl image 
and network. ciHupcotinn will help 
them in impmving and resirucluring. 
Indian public sector Insurance compan¬ 
ies should nut worry because when the 
economy expands, per capita premiums 
4 i .e. (k mand for in su ram'c) go u p. 

Q: Taking into aceouni all the risks, 
including political risks and risks of 
gelling involved wMh Ihe economic 
expanskm. do you Ihink I hat It Is 
worth insuring In India al lower 
premiunu? 

A: I believe that ihe economic progress 
which has occurred and the reforms that 
arc goi ng lai arc most I ikc\y to he irrever¬ 
sible. Progress in that direction will con* 
linuc and ibea* H’cms to be some son of 
consensus among dilfcreni pol i lical pan* 
K« here ihai (he refonns should 
cotitinuc. * 

MwvtoMdbr AoMd/Bo«b«r 


EPLACE OR TAKE AWAY 
XISTING COMPANIES" 
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At a crilicaJ lime in 
ihe n^iion's hisiO' 
f>. when the fuiurc 
cpf ihc ('ongTcss 
party. whK'h rule) 
in Kew Delhi arxJ 
iwo of ihu most 
indu^irialiscJ sla¬ 
te) in ihc couniry 
iGujoniarul Maha¬ 
ns him I, kKiks uiK'enain. the i^ucslton 
uppermost in ihe rnimts of moM foreign 
invcsiors as well as the captains of Indi¬ 
an industry is; how irrcvcrsiblp is the 
much-irutnpcicd stop-go ccontsnic Jibe- 
raiisyiion and industry dcrcgublron pro¬ 
gramme hirmuluic'd by the Norasimha 
K 00 go vci n nvni in mid* 1991’ 

While ii IS u'llainly iruc that Ihe new 
hbcml economic policies have suhsionii- 
lly abolished iriduMriol licensing and 
t;KjhUied the inflow <if fc^reign invest- 
! nwm iiiio ihc cupiial-siarNX*d Indian on- 
• n( m ly. wh ich'lus bu 1 11 up I nd ia's forv ign 
exchange reserves uikJ released the long- 
pent-npemrcprcneunal impulses of the 
nation’s middle-class, they have nol 
struck firm nxn within 
ihc soil. 

More timificiusly. die 
grand ciwhiion of mcdi- ^ '1 

ociiiy. which has c'on* I 

sirucicd Ihc rhetorically- 
impressive hut siKctw'u- 
lari y hoi U i w superstrud u • . 

re of post-Indcpcndencc m 

India's ;icm-Kihu domi- ISA 

noted economy, has not I Iff 

been n>uicJ On the con- I V 

trary, the cixistiiueni clc- * * 

ments of this cMoJiiion — 
organised labour, the TnCSi 

giant 20* million-strong 
national hurvouctacy. 
hand-in-ihc-till lumpen 
hourgcMis politicians and leflisl inicJJec- 
Uiols.cvcra’ody io validate and Icgiiimi- 
sc ihek depredalioits - - have merely 
made a lai iical relrcoi into the shadows 
of national life. One cun hccenoin (hat 
they arc regrouping and LXHispinng io 
kill Ihc enmonne reforms programme 
and m-csiahtish (tie licencc- 
pc^inii-quala a'gtmc, which lias served 
them, even if not the vast majority of the 
population, so well. 

Though them is a virtual consensus 
Within ihc nation's IM)-milli<in-strong 
educated middle class that the eexmo- 
mic reforms programme, somewhat 
pusilLnimously being implemented by 
Ihu Narasiiiiha Rao government, is vital- 
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Conspiracy of the 

MEDIOCRITY 

These elements are uniting to sabotage the economic 

reforms process 


ly neccssofy for meaningful national me is ihc enaclment of an exit policy, 
development within an increaMngly which would allow businessmen to 
cniiqiciiuve glohal marketplace, it is close down loss-making businesses 
easy to see why the constituent members ond/or retrench surplus labour without 
of the aforesaid grand coalition of medi- having to seek prior governincni >anc- 
ocniy arc hell-bent upon sabolagi ng it. lion which i s .seldom granicd, Un ionised 

H(if unionised labour wiihiftiheorga- labour has been consistently opposing 
niiied serior of induatO'. number the introduction of an exit policy which 
aggregates to barely. eight million k a fundamental righi of businessmen 
dtitfns. the determined implemeniation the world over, 
of the reforms programme would mean 

the end of overmanning, poor prod uctivi- ■ ike wise, the massive 20-mll- 
ty and guaranteed lifetime employmenu hion-strong bureaucracy, which over 
which has rendered Indian industry gros- the past four decades since Independent 
sky uncoitipetiiivc tn the inicfittiiona] ce huacquired a vast array of discrclion- 
marketplace. One of the vital cross- ary powers governing virtually every 
beams of the economic reforms program- activity of the citizen, is in no mood lo 
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For simWa reasoni. post- 
tiKlependence India's uiuque and ^>und- 
ani harvesi of lumpen hourf eocs politici- 
ans. accusiomed to auctioning \keKCs. 
penniis and quotas to clamouring busi' 
ncssmen and perpetuating the regime of 
shortages which maNe them to despen* 
se patronage, are dead against the econo¬ 
mic reforms pfogramme. Fur the siicqile 
reason that the successful impleincnta* 


• For uMonM labour Within thg 
orgvtlsod MClor of th« Industry, 
thi doiorrTMO implgm«rnstK>n of 
thi nioring proorimmo wouid 
mMthOfDdofovarmmioq. poor 
productMly and pofantoed 
MfdM gcriploymem 

• Despttdcorruption. Chios and 
Ihi regimi of prpalual shortapes 
which Jt has anpondorad. ow 
20-mAon-sTrono buntucracy is 
loc addictod to ixifcisinp 
diKntKMWy power ovar industry 
to walcorm iho aconomic reforms 
progcamms 


NuTMlmM Rue: Iho 
•duectud middiu duM 
has faith In hit refonna 
prodramma 


relas its grip on ihc 

And iinlurtunaldy foi 
the highly-eKpcitanl but 
ifl the firul analysis foiv 
lish ciii/cns id post'Independence 
I ruJ) u. w Ihvsc nu ni her has swol Icn lu 000 
mi 11 i on, the hurewemey in all lancc w ith 
amoral, laiicrHlny politicians, has had 
few compunciiuns ahuul utilising its 
Joininani position within society for 
scir-cnrichnicnt und cramming govern* 
inent and puMu sector enierprises with 
grossly underqualified and incompetent 
kith and kin. The consequence has been 
the permeation of petty corruption iMo 
all .sectors of the national economy, 
hankrupicy of the public sector. 
ncgJcci and/or the breakdown of infra¬ 
structure. Bui despite cocTupiion, chaos 
and the regime of perpetuid shortages 
which It has engendered, the 

bureaucracy is too addicted to exercis¬ 
ing discretionary power over industry lo 
welcome the economic reforms pro* 
gramme designed to remove the 
shackles which bind both Indian indus* 
try and agriculture. 



• forslmilafnaions. 
poit-lndependencg India's lump^ 
bourgeois pobbclm. accu^med 
10 auctiorHng liceiKes, permits and 
quoU$ to clamouring bustnessmM 
and perpetuating the regime of 
shorbgel which enable them to 
dispense patronage, are dead 
ig^ the economic reforms 
programme 

• Perhaps the most dangerous and 
mfluenui constituent ot this 
compiracy of mediocrity is the 
nation's powerful leftist 
intftHigerisla. tt would be a mistake 
to belm tost the nstfon’s left 
Intelligentsia, is ready to concede 
centre-stage position to 
bustoessmen and professional 
managers as the new economic 
policy package erMsages 


tion i»f ecoruimiL lihcrjlisjtion unil 
industry dea'guUlion pulicirs will 
deprive them not only of the power of 
pain>n<ige hui of the rich unil cooiinunus 
stfcjm of revenue. Hence. Ihc inisgiv- 
ingv about the ’'•inii*piK< imp;K.’t" of ihe 
reforms priigramnic being iiK iv<isingly 
enpresscd by prufcssuMiul tic. they h.i\ c 
no other vocal ion I poliiicianv cum mg 
ucfuvs party line'. 

Yd. perhaps ihc nii>si dangcioiiv aiul 
influeniul constilueni of this conspiracy 
of mediocrity , which is hcll-hcnt upi»M 
sabotaging ihe vitally*necessary econo > 
mN' refiirms prog ran irrw. iuhe oai ion’s 
powerful kTiisi inlelligcnisiii. Stunned 
by ihc till lapse of Soviet comiininism 
and ctimmuniM C’hina (and rvccnily 
West Bengal linking the capilalist nud, 
after selling a rviiuHts devciopiiicni 
agenda for ihe nalion li>r lAcr lour 
dkodev. India’s Icfi inicIkvtuaK are 
iniimtainingx low profile and have slag* 
cd a incticjl rvtreal inio ihe iiKiiui. cnvi* 
mnmcnl proietliiw mtwcim'nt and edu* 
caiHKial insiilulions. 

Bui il would he u mistake io believe 
that the nalion's ie 1 1 iitiell igci i tsi n, 

nuTO ired upon shilv piiti o 
nage and occusionuxl to 
dieiatmg Ihe national 

S H dcvelopniciu agenda, is 
I rewly to conce^* ceiure< 
I stage posi mm U* Hu si rK*s- 
H smen and proressuKial 
managers us die new eco- 
iKMiuc policy package 
envisages. For the indian 
kfl. such a concession is unihinkable 
because ii is not driven as nuK'h by ideo¬ 
logy as by hatred id comnvrcc and p.irti- 
cularly Miitessful praciiMoncrs dieieof 
Consequently, hitherto higb*profile 
intellectuals of the lell have rclreak'd 
into the envlMimcni pioicvjMvn okac* 
meiiL irHo the nvedut (where they have 
always nuiniamcd a significant presen¬ 
ce! 0^ into the gmves of ucudemm IrtHn 
widiin which they continue to wage u 
guerilla war against private seckn indus¬ 
try and the pro-industry economic rcftK- 
ms programme. 

Architects and pnipt'iwnts of the eco¬ 
nomic liberalisation and dcregulatiori 
programme arc in grave error il ihey 
undercstinuie the residual power and 
influence of this coalition of mediocrity, 
waiting to ambush ihe belcjgueied Naia- 
simha Rao's already faltering economic 
reforms pn,»gfammc. • 


Me TficNM 4 IN ie««ior MnK 01 flbwwu Mrt Atvi 
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BUSINESS DIARY 


■ Change of 
plans 

W hile ihe coumry's 

passenger car }ndu>ir> 
seems ic be htniing up with a 
number oflorcign 
companies eyeing Ihe luxury 
scgnicnt. MaruU IJdyog 
Limiied'sumbiiiouv 
expansion plans have been 
pui on h<»ld for the nine be i ng. 




HEARD IN NEW DELHT 



A HACK 



f 




OCM Dmwoo> CMo: ■ 
thrsBt loMMirtl'a EMsuil 

First, Su/uki of Japan v> as 
noi impressed wub MIJL s 
rationale for Us Ks 
2.60()*crorc e x pai is n m 
programme, designed to 
expand (he exisling 
production capociiy lo 
3.00,000 uni Is. Instead. 

MUL will focus, for a start, 
on one of its wcakc r areas— 
(he diesel segment 
MUL’sup-murkei 
products arc likely to face 
slitY competition from DC’M 
Daewoo's Cielo, launched a 
few weeks ago. MUL 
officials and other car 
industry giants feci n is too 
early to speculate whether 
Cielo will be a success or 
have a direci impact on tlie 
Maruii Esteem’s markcl. 
since there is not much of a 
price dirfereniial between 
the two cars. 

■ At th* ready 

A t present, the alkaline 
battery segment ix ail 
charged up. After DurKell. 


Eveready Indusiriev (India) 
loo, IS jumpi ng into the fray. 

Ii has signed a 
memorandum of * ^ 
understanding with the 
US'based Ralston Pu^a to 
set up a joint venturdV 
manufacture alkaline 
baiienes. The Amencan 
firm will hold SI per cent of 
the equity. The new 
compar>y —> Energ iscr 1 ndia 
Limited — will be based in 
CaJcuila, uys Aditya 
Khaitan, director of 


EVENT OF THE WEEK 


Stock exchanges remain untouched hy the 
Cabinet reshuffle 

Indian stock exchanges in the recent past 
have reacted to all sons of issues w i ih 
rumours of the most absurd kind setting 
off negidive (rends in the indices. 
Conventional wisdom, howev^. is that 
slock markets in the posi*scum periixJ 
arc strong in fundamentals and. 
therefore, resilient. EvenLs on Ihe bourses on 10 February 
happily disproved all prophecies of dixm. 

Belying speculations thai foretold (Jungs ranging from 
wide flucluations to mild tremors in oock markets in the 
wake of the Cabinet reshufne. (he bourses showed a trend 
that scarcely rcOeaed developments in the country's 
capiiit: 

Adm its a Del hi-bosed analyst, ’ We have come a long 
way (o be btLsinessUke in our trading. The markets have 
leamt ihx (o be governed by political changes but by 
economic itxlicators.'' In CaJculta. the iraasactions were 
weak, but not because of political factors. In fact, what 
dampened the spiiii was the nrvenial in the Reliance 
counter. 

However, market analysis predict dqiression in the 
bourses till the Union is ^ac^ next mwith. What 
intrigues market-watchers is that unlike other years when 
the market got buoyant before the Unkm Budget, reactions 
this year have been just the reverse. 


Eveready Industries. 

Win West Bengal, 
desperate to clinch business 
from industnahsts, get the 
manulknuring pbni in the 
state? Says Khaitan, "We are 
yet to decide on the location 
for setting up the new 
plant." 

■ Going It alone 

M arketing pundit" Ji the 
Tau Iron and Sleet 
Company tTISCOihavc 
been working overtime and 
have decided, after much 
hrai nstorm i ng, 1 o sera p its 
prescni marketing iilliance 
wiih ACC. one ol the 
coumry's turgcsi cement 
producers. Instead, (he 
company is going u> 
promole ns own cemcni 
u ndcr ihc TI SCO hraiid 
name 

P<Ktl;ind grodcccmcni, 
pr«>duced mil ,S< ’()' s I wo 
cemem factonc". has K'cn 
marketed so far by AC(' 



TIBCO: eo moBtliH Ha 


TISCC) oRicials believe thai 
consohdutk^n of Its cement 
sales could be achieved 
better through direct sales. 
The company. lheref(»rc, 
will fom a separate cement 
division, which will overxee 
the domestic sales as w ell as 
exports. 

Incidentally, there was a 
nirrKKir doing the rounds that 
the Taiax were upset about 
ACC's lack of initrcsi in 
their product. TISCO 
ofnetal^, however, have 
denied this. • 
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Says the state 
Congress chief 
Vyalar Ravi 
(right), "The high 
command does not 
have any moral 
compulsions to 
remove 

Kaninakaranas 
was the case with 
some other chief 
ministers who 
were removed 
from office on 
corruption 
chaises" 


Crisis in Keraia 


T hg i(xxh> smik huck as 
Kgrjij chief rmnisler K. Karu- 
nakaran KUfvived yet uixHhcr 
aiiempi to dislodge him aixl 
bring down the ni|*uig United 
DcriKKTatic From fUDF) ccwlition 
governtnent in the si me. A tcnipor.<r> 
truce was hammered Qut among the 
DDF partners with the Prime Minister 
and Congressfl) president. P.V. Nara* 
simha Rao, promising tbal he would 
"sort out «ill the issues before llic presen¬ 
tation ol the state budget in mid^March". 
The coalition partners and the Congres* 
s(l) dissidents have agreed in principle 
to vote against the Opposition* 
sponsored no-conridence motion com* 
ing up in the Assembly shortly. 

Hut it appears that Krjunakaran's 
troubles are far from over. As soon as 
the UDF leaders, who were summoned 
to Delhi for the cnscial talks landed in 
Tnvandrum, (hey gave reporters difter* 
eni versions to what transpired in the 
capital. 

The Muslim League, (he three fx* 
lions of the Kerala Congress and the Con* 
grc5s(l) dissidents claimed that the PM 


Narasimha Rao comes 
to the rescue of K. 
Karunakarm as 
coalition 

leaders and Coiiffress 
dissidents gun for the 
state chief minister 


had a.vsurcd them that Kaninakanm 
would be replaced as the chief minister 
after the Opposiutm-sponsored no- 
coofidcnce motion is defeated in the 
Assembly. 

As Oomcii Cliandy. the suite's forme? 
finance minister and leader of the dissi¬ 
dents. &aid. ‘We weic made to under* 
stand thui die new chief minister will pic- 
side over the budget session ol the stale 
Assembly.* Both Muslim League and 
KeniJa Congress leaders said that Rao 
had assured them that 'eveiything 


w«>u)d be seiilcd amicably before the 
budget session''. They are conHilcnt that 
a change in leadership w 1 11 be made after 
the UDK government tides over the pres* 
ent crisis. 

However, chief minister Karunaka- 
run made it clear that there was tioqueS' 
tuMi ol his resigning from hi.s present 
piisiti<Mi a>* long as he enjoyed u majority 
in the party. Karunakarun lold SuNtMV: 
‘As far as I have understood, the agree* 
meni i s u ncondit ioruJ. 1 here i s no ques* 
lion of u change in leadership. Sork of 
these leader\ want to soy soinething to 
please (heir supporters. The Prime Mini¬ 
ster himself loid me (hut he has not made 
any commetment to anybody.” The chief 
minister rciieraied that he would quit 
only if (he Congress pony or its presi* 
dent wanted him to. 

To buttress his argument, Koninaka* 
ran pointed out to the joint statement 
signed by all the coalition partners after 
the talks with Rao. He said that the use 
of the expression ‘ssmI out" was »igniri* 
cant. Had the Prime Minister given any 
assurance <«f a change in leadership, that 
would surely have been made dear in 
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PDUTIC5 


"Maiority of the cadres are with 

Kaninakaran" 


Union minister S. Krishna Kumar on the political 

scenario in the state 


SCNCMV: Will tUmnakaran conti* 
nuc Mthe cbkr mliUster otKenla? 
S. Kfidina Kumar: If the pnncipk 
of mujohiy luppurt in ihe party is 
upbrU. (hen llm is no reason why 
Kanmakartn should be reptaced. He 
is iiuj one of the most imporiam 
lteu(efUAt> of Prime Minister Rao. 
who 1 am sure will see to it that he is 
not removed. 

Q: What about iheCoftfcrcM(I) dis* 
ildenCs aod UDF coaillion part- 
mn damoortni for hk removal 
OP dt* ground that he has bcoomc a 
llablUfy for them? 

A: The elections in Kerala are nKire 
than a year ahead and winning it 
depends on a host of factors. The 
nxK( imponam one is unity in (he 
Congress and lading (he people 
know about the development pro¬ 
grammes uken up hy the UDF 
government. 

Koninakaran is the architeci of (he 
and if you analyse Kcrula* somi* 


the joint 
Korunnkurnn, 


stalcmcn i. rcuM >ncd 


N o matter whui (he imih in. the (act 
remains thui Kurunnkaran is up to 
his neck in problems. Many lityalisis of 
the chief minister arc already deserting 
him and political observers arc n<K sure 
whether Karun&karan will siill he the 
leader of the UDF regime when it cum 
pieces five years :dx>u( one-and*u*halt 
years from now. 

Rut it IS unlikely that a Kao loyalist 
like Karunjkiiran will be sacked uncere¬ 
moniously. The bu7J in Kerala is (hut as 
a sop. he muy he asked ir> take over its ihc 
acting working president of the Con¬ 
gress puny since Karunakarun has told 
his close uss4iciates that he is nut keen on 
a Cabinet post. 

According to Vyulor Ravi, the Kenila 
Pradesh Congrc.ss Comriiiiiee president. 
'The situation i$ not as hod as it is made 
out to he. The high coitimdiHl docs chm 


temporoTV poliiical history. U is )ut 
asiutcpoliticaJ leadership i^stnKeg- 
les which have enobl^ the anti¬ 
communist democmdc parties u> 
foim a winning coalition. Bur for 
Kamnakarwi. Kcnda would have, 
become another MarxJU citadel Ilk 
West Bengal. , 

Q: How do you aeaese KoinnikA^ 
rto viM-vir A.k. Antony and Ul 
dhrident lobby ht Kerala? 



S. trl$hM Kpntr HM 
Kanniakm bss dm kgs bm 
mMfttafprato# 

have any nMwul compulsions to remose 
Kamnakarun as was the case with some 
tithcrchicl immsicr wtu* were removed 
from ol Hce nn corrupt kmi charges.' 

Rut stHiv IIDK leaders soy that the 
chief minister's hwdling of the LSRO 
spy case and his refusal to take action 
agariM Ramon .Snva.stasa, the Male's 
inspcclnr-gcncral of police, has slurred 
his puhl ic i mage somewhat. If Kurunaka- 
ran is rnadc to quit on this issue, then il 
will he the seeo^ time iKai a policeman 
would be rcsporvtible for hi^ downfall. 

In h I s n rst stiiH as chief minister, Karu • 
rtakjfun lasted only a month. At that 
time. loo. he stood hy those police ofTi- 


At Antony without t doubt U a 
higfaly-re^pccted poliudon. but 
Korunikom is also a senior leader 
whose cfedenrials as a loyalist of the 
Congress pony are impeccable. The 
majority of the cadres in Keraltf ore 
with Koninokaran. 

Q: But Karunokuron's handling 
of the ISRO spy owe and his not 
taking action against Ramon Sri- 
vuftava baa slurred hli Image. 

A: The chief ministtf. apparenTty. 
Wk the view thai unleu there h at 
least a preliminary enquiry report 
establishing a "prime facie" case 
involving the IG in (he vandal,'It 
wdl be unethical to punish such a 
high-ranking officer. But when ibe 
court ruling uime, Srivastava was 
suspettded immediorely. 

The reality of il now is that the 
CBl and the IB have not filed any 
report against the state government. 
The local media and Karunskaran's 
detroclurs also curried out a witch¬ 
hunt against him. What Karunakontn 
has done in good faith has been 
misinterpreted. 

Q: There have beea rumours that 
you are likely to replace him oa the 
chief nlnlster of Kemla with Karu- 
nakanin*$ blessingp? 

A: I have no such ambitions as 1 um 
quite happy with my present post. 


vers who were responsible lor kilhop 
Rajiin. un engineering student und a su.s- 
pevicd NjKalilc. No wonder, Ihe no- 
confldcnce nH>tKHi over the Srivnstava 
afl'air has shaken the Karunakaran 
government. 

As things stand, Karunokiiran will sur¬ 
vive u.s I he chid m i nisicr un ly i f Rao sue - 
ceeds in persuading the coaliiion leaders 
and Congressdissident.s to give him one 
Ulsi chance. In fact, his survival js very 
important for the Prime Minister at this 
juncture, it is an i>pcn ^'rct that Arjun 
Singh has been instigating dissidencc 
against Kamnorakan, and if the chief 
minister losc.s his job. it will he a moral 
vjctt'fy for the former Union minister. 
No wimder. the PM ha$ even agreed to 
come down to Kerab later this month to 
bail out the Kerala CM. 

As for Karucuikaian, a past master in 
coalition politics, he can ht^ly he expec¬ 
ted to go down without u Hghl. * 
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Chifff mlnittef Laloo Pwad Yadav fllliia Ms nomlMtlOfl: a winiwr all tha wav 


Advantage, Laloo 


uck hcHTie af^cr a 1 hrcc*Ja> 
cuiiipui^n irtp 10 the villa¬ 
ges. Rihuf chief minisier 
Lal<M) Prasad Yadsiv is a 
worried man. Bitl appa- 
rcnily, his concern has liulc U) do with 
Ihc impending Assembly elections in 
Ihe stale. "Compai/inini! ke hintn hum 
(MipfU' liuiy. bhuii our fkichro ko lime 
nahin {tf paya (Because of my hcc- 
1)C campaigning schedule 1 have been 
neglecting my cows and buffaloes).' he 
regrets while checking oui the bovine 
animal N in Kis backyard, even though it 
is well past midnight. 

Oddly enough. Laloo Pra.^ad Yadav 
hard I y looks I i ke one who ha.v so much at 
stake. In fact, he is brimming with coofj* 
dence, "All these parties in the slate are 
mcaningleits. We will come back to 
power with a two-thirds majority. As 
long as 1 am around, there can no alter¬ 
native. Laloo Prxsad is the only answer 


iVMOAV 


But George 
Fernandes ’ Samata 
Parry could spring a 
few surprises 


u» B ihar’ s problems.** he hoasi s. 

But that is his puMk face. Inw'jFdly, 
Laloo Prasad Yadav is not so sure of his 
position and is leaving no stone untur¬ 
ned to woo (he voters. The chief min i sicr 
gelK up at the crack of dawn, hops into 
his (f'on khaiola (hdKopteri and covers 
as many as 13 Assembly constituencies 
in a day. "Often I have (n land in places 
where there is no security oi all. But I 
dcm*t cure because the pci>ple wail for 
hours on erid. In many places they have 
even supped trams and squatted on the 


tracks to hear me," he says. 

No mailer how' you rale Laloo’s pros¬ 
pects. one thing is for sure. In Bihar, 
there is no other politician who can 
match Laloo Pra.sad*s popularity. Bui 
Ihc question is whether his crowd- 
pulling ability has more U> do with his 
antics and buffoonery oflthe dais than any 
real achievement in the Iasi five years. 

I n fact, there is precious liiile that the 
Janata DaJ CM has done i n the last fi vc 
years Uv the dcvckipnicni of ihc state. In 
Laloo’s Bihar today, there is an acute 
financial problem, the crime rate has 
ri««n menacingly, there ha^ been a 
*Yadavisaiion* of politics and develop¬ 
mental activities have taken a back sent. 
No wonder, niosl people seem disen* 
chanied with the prcsenl government. 

On the flip side. Laloo’s grcaic^i 
achievemem ii that he has been able to 
check communal violence in the rioi* | 

_ . j 
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NEWSWATCH 


prme state. The best exain^ was when Bihar Bachao nlly. when a large crowd, by internal problems and factto- 
Bihar remainedtanoaai.sofeommimalhar- turned out at Patna's Gandhi Maidan to rtaJiun. are tksperately trying to get a 
n>ony while the rest of the country bur* hear Nitiih Kumar and George Peman* share of the ano-Laloo vote, 
rted in the aftermath of the demolition of de$ bertfe the Laloo Prasad Yadav Ute newly-appcnnted Pradesh 
the Babri Masjid, regime. Congress chief. Sarfaraa Ahmed, admits 

More impcmarH. UUoo Yadav has In fact the Samaca Parly has gained a that the tasl; before his party is extreme- 
been able to ensure ^ome son of politIcaJ lot of ground in the last couple of ly difTiculi. For one. he is ftrkding it 
stability m a state where governments months. *Laloo conceded defeat the impossible to unite such stalwarts as 
ife known 10 topple no sooner than they moment we walked out" says Nitish Jaganoath Mishra. Tariq Anwar and 
are sworn in. It is rtomean achievement Kumar, adding. *so long, the govern- K.K. Tewari before the polls, 
that Laloo has been able to last out his ment acted and tte Opposition reacted. The other major force in Bihar, the 
eniireterm with Jusi 121 party MLAs (in Now. that equation has changed. For the Jharihandis. too. arc divided. Among 
a House of 324 members) by enginee- last eight months we have been acting them, the Jharkhand Mukli Morcha 
ring splits in the Opposition rinks. while Laloo is only reacting.* jghibu Soren) wields a lot of 


Politically. Laloo 
Yadav's greatest setback 
was when a section of dte 
Janata Dal led by Niiish 
Kumar broke away last 
year and went on to form 
the Samata Party with 
George Fernandes. And 
(hough he runs down his 
nval saying "W<ih letuUr 
nahin. gftdcr ho/n” and 
is dismissive about (he 
poll pfo.specu of (he 
eight-mocuh-old party. 

Nitish Kumar might just 
about upset his 
calculations. 

But Suraj Prasad, state 
secretary of the CPI. a 
co^ition pajiner of (he | 

Janata Dal, feels that * 

"only some people have • 
gone, but the masses are ^ 

still with (he Janata'. And « 1 

he goes on to explain why Utbfl 
the Laloo Prasad Yadav H .. 
regime has not been aMe Ml ^ 
to do much. ‘Many bfOkf 

ihings have not been ^ ^ 

done but that was ul0SI 

because we spent most of 
(he lime controlling the 
tension created by the Bharatiya Janata 
Puty (BJP). As far as developcneni 
work is concerned, we couldn't do much 
because of the non-coc^ieraliun of the 
Cenue." Prasad says. 

Though it may sound a bit ironical, 
but Laloo Yadav. who likes lopaimhira- 
self as a champion of the downtrodden. 

has alienainl a seclinn of the b^kward 

classes. Political observers say (his is 
because of the chief minister') insisten¬ 
ce on (be 'MY’ (Muslim-Yadav) unity 
factor. And Nitish Kumar, who (he 
Samaia Party is projecting as the next 
CM. is just waiting to exploit Ihis 
opportunity. The fine evidence of the 
Samata Party's clout was during (he 



power in south Bihar, but 
ii is unlikely to win more 
thus 20 seats in the 
Assembly. As far aa (he 
BJP is concerned, it still 
has to live down (he fact 
(hat Its star attraction, 
Shauughan Sinha. fed up 
with the party's way of 
functioning, has refused 
to contest, Df course, 
state president Kailashpa- 
6 Mishra claims that 
Sinha turned down the 
offer ‘because he wanted 
to be free to campaign for 
the party throughout (he 
country*. Mishra. of cour¬ 
se. is o^mhik (hat (he 
BJP will secure a majo¬ 
rity if the elections are 
free and fair. 

Politically, Laloo Yadav’s greatest But it is difficult to see 

setback was when a section of the Janata “ ^,^<1 

Dal led by Nitish Kumar (extreme right) Mohan's Bihar Beetle's 
broke away last year and went on to form 
ttie Samata Party with George Fernandes for musclemen and crimi- 

oals. though party 
spokesman Manoj Lai 

And. iBei (he Samau Party's etecto- Das counters (he aUepIion 
ral alliance with (he CPKML). ii has %ayingthai‘ooe is a criminal only if he's 
cectaioly emerged as a force to reckon proved guilty by the court. Anand 
with, ^ys Vinod Mishra. CPI(ML) Mohanji too has a number of cases again- 
general secretary, ‘fhe people forced st him. but would you call him a 
(he Samara and the CPI<ML> (o come cnminal‘3 

together even though there are certain With the Opposition divided, the con- 
areas of disagreemeni like land reforms, vcntional wis^m in Patna is (hat Laloo 
Bur this b not some sort of an opportu- Prasad Yadav will romp home by a good 
rustic seat adjustment. The people of margin. Even if there is an anti-Janata 
Biharweredesperately looking for a pro- Dal wave, (be anti-Laloo votes will be 
gmsive alternative. And we have given split between the warring Opposition 
itiothem' pWtics 

Bui watch out for the Samata Party. 

O ther poljlicai parties in the poll fray Niiish Kumar might just spring a few 
have Ijnie to feel opumistic about, surprises, a 
though. The BJP and the Congress, pla- M/Mh 
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• Employees' stir 
has disrupted its 
activities 


« Three of its four 
units are 

presently headless 


Anniversary blues 


harui Bhavjn, iKic of Indi* I 

a s premier ccnireb for ihc 
promotion of at\ and cullU' 
re. tuniK 1 ^ this month and 
seems riddled with more 
problems than ever before. The instiiu* 
tion, which earned worldwide recogni¬ 
tion in the Eighties i^ yet to recover 
from a had patch it Nveni through during 
Ihc BJPrule. 

As il prepares to celebrate its 13th 
anniversary, the centre frnck itself in a 
dirficuU situation. It is being plagued by 
the worsl-ever financial crisis, the absen¬ 
ce of prominent personalities to fall 
back on and a strike by angry employees 
threatening to disrupt creaI^^‘c ventures. 

And. for the first lime, the centre is 
seeking sponsorship fmm big Indian 
companies, especially for the intematHh 
nal print biennial which is being organi- 
sed as part of its anniversary 
celebrations, 

*'We will have more and more spon¬ 
sorships in the coming dayf." says 
Anshu Vaish. secreiary. department of 
culture. Madhya Pradesh govemmeni. 
who is also Bharat Bhavan’s ea^ofOeio 
secretarv. But noted painter Manjit 


Bharat Bhavan 's crises 
deepen as the institution 
enters its 13th year 


Bawa. who heads Roopaokar, ihc fine 
arts museum, fears 'inierference*' hy 
such private sponsors. 

To make matters w<irsc. three of the 
four Bharul Bhavan units are presently 
headless. Only Roopankar. once headed 
by the renowned painter. J. Swamina- 
than. hat Manj il Ba wa as di rector. He joi • 
ned m September last year. 

The other three wings — Rungman- 
dal. the theatre repeflory: Anhad, the 
centre of classic^ and Irtdian folk 
music; artd Wagarth, the Indian poetry 
centre—are virtually orpharted 

"We are looking for r 4 >propnaie 
people who are interested in coming 
over U> Bhopal to look after these uni is." 
says Vaish But "funds are a major pro¬ 
blem". she adds. She is. however, opti¬ 
mistic. "Getting Manjit Bawa wav a 
good beginning and. I hope, more iind 
more people will join us," 


.Situated in the picturesque Shamhi 
HilU with (he Upper Lake us the back¬ 
drop. Bharat Bhavun was inaugurated 
by Indira Gandhi on 1.^ February. 1^X2. 
It was intended to preserve and promote 
an and culture hy facilitating inter¬ 
disciplinary exchanges. 

Bharat Bhavan started fundi muting 
with a corpus of more than Ks 2 crore 
with J. Swaminaihun heading Koopan* 
kar and B.V. Karaoih a.s the director of 
Rangmandal, The former was also one 
of Bhavan's life trustees along with the 
then ch le f mi mstcr, A rjua Si ngh. and the 
then cultural secretary. Ashok Vaj¬ 
payee. The constiiuiion Bharat Bha- 
van ensured that there was no gswem- 
nicni interference. 


O n 5 March, \ 990. the BJP came to 
power in Madhva Pradesh and 


%^power in Madhya Pradesh and 
amended the Bhavan's constliutUm. The 
new government abolished life trustee¬ 
ship. The chief minister became the ev 
officio chairman of the 1 rust, and the cu I - 
lurel secretary, its ex-officio secreiary. 

The changes created a sensaliun, Swa- 
minaihan resigned. Next, the members 
of the advisory and management corn- 

















MCWSBCAT 


idMiccn L^uit en masse. Since then, Bhu- 
rui Bhuvan lost iis direction is yet to 
find its bearings 

Scwlpior Robin Duvid. one of the ftnii 
to join (he Bhavun iind work as the head 
of RiKipankar for >onie lime during the 
BJP regime, wys. "I resigned as there 
u stale of dircciionic&sness. It was 
all chaos <ind confusionl>avi(l. a noted 
sculptor, i s now on the ad visory hoard of 
Rooponkur "I was harassed by the BJP 
govern nwni, they even denied me of my 
chair and luble/' he says. 

"The BJP impoi^ Dayapmkai^ 
Sinhu, a prorrhitee lA.S otTicer frum 
Lucknow , to head the idsiituiion. but he 
encouraged the employees to create 
trouble. Sinha was wuccosful in crea- 
11 ng a ri 11 between the employees and I he 
onists." reculls David, "TV BJP\ con* 
cept of art and culture was confined to 
, Ram Lila tmlyi ” he say s, 

I Hopes were raised when the Congress 
I cunie buck lo power. Immediately after 
(he swearing* in ceremony, chief 
minister Digvijay Singh promised at a 
| 1 ^c.sM'onfc^*ncc to restore Bharat Bha* 
van's autonomy. "Our govemmeni is 
comm It led to promote and preserve an 
j andcullure.' hc said. 

I Bui more than a year at ter thai assuran • 
cv\ the centrv is still in a shanihle%. No 
I Rdl wus brought U> amend ihc Bhavan's 
I constitution in iIk two Assembly se^* 
f sioiisheldsufnr 

I 

I n liici. Oigvijay Singh had formed a 
commiikv which was lo advise the 
j govern me ni on ihe ways to improve the 
; Bhav.in's functioning. Ashok Vajpayee. 

' Hiibib Tiinvecr, Namsiir Singh, J. Swa* 

I minuihun, Vihhuii iha. a lawyer. Muyu 
, ram Snrj.tn. the chief editor of ihe Hindi 
j sbily. ' /)i'\hh<miihu, who died last 
iiionih. and Sutyunand Mii^hra. the then 
1 culturul secreiary , were its members, 

I Vihhuli Jhu says ihat the commiucc 
I had suggested thin ihc irusi should he 
' ul lo wed to cc>niinue with some resiructu * 
ring, and that the issue of private spon¬ 
sorship shtHild he left to its <Jiscreti«K). 
Rut. so f;ir. the government hasn't acted 
on those reiornnicndation.s. 'T have lost 
iiiicresL'' says Jlia in sheer disgust. 

or laic, the Rh3v:in\ establishment 

cost has also gone up. The present cor* 
pus. according to chief executive iifficer 
Ajn Chowdhiiry. is Rs 3.7b crorv. It 
fetches an iinnuul imerest of R« .^l lakh, 
and the wiatc govemmeni provides a 
gramorRs.^2 lakh per year. Bur after all 
the deductions, says Chowdhtry. "We 
I have imly Rs 25*^0 lakh leR for 

« . ' 


" niarat Bhavan comes last 
on the priority list" 

Manjit Bawci the noted painter and head of 
Roopankar, on the situation at the Bhavan 


Simmy: How 4d yM M AbM IV 
prCMt tltUAthM M SiMm 
Bliftvao? 

MuJM B%w. Ii ift atid the best art 
and cubwe intituiioa of W. Ati 
is four imis have very good coordi* 
oMioA. Do you know about Lalil 
Kala Akademi. Il is in a very bed 
shape. But (here is a aerxws financiel 
erms in Bharat Bhavan. 



Q: Should private compuklca be 
invited in to tacUe Ihb crisis? 

A: The financial crisis can he 
removed if the government takes H 
(the instiluiion) a Nl seriously. I 
think a better Mate support and an 
advisory comimDee with (he beu of 
brains could solve the problem. If 
involved, (be private compaoies loo 


programmes,* 

And. now. corpor-tc sponsors have 
been approached in i idc i*vct i] ns finonci - 
al cninch. Says Anshu Vaish. *Tata 
exports. Tektc TTSCO. fkiuih Hi'Mcm 
('c)a1t1«ids and Raymonds ceineni hasv 
come forward for the first time to spoil- 
I sor the international print biennial' She 
says thai the Centre. tu>. has been 
I approached for grants und k matching 
I amount has 'leen promised hy the state 

Vaish deme^ that Bicuai Bhavan has 
JuM diFccttcn * After ups and dow ns. it i s 
still sol id." she feels. But with tlx* l.^ih 


would inte/fere. 

Q: Hm Bharat Bhavan kwt ka 
dSr«c<1oa? 

A: You cannot replace Swaminadun 
nor can Ashok Vajpayee be rcptaced, 
but keeping in miM their standards, 
things could move. All the people in 
Bharat Bhavan are (rained by them. 
All the depanments have been run by 
mined btind%. You cannot expect (he 
same people working all die time. 

Q: Why are other irtteta of the 
Mine atahire no( joining Bharat 
Bhavan? 

A: Who would like to come over to 
Bhopal leaving his work behind? 
Then you need more fuiKls to main¬ 
tain rh^. 

Qt WhydU you Join? 

A: Because Swaminaihan was my 
guru, f was attached to this institu* 
boo. Then there were pressures on 
me to join. J am not taking any honu- 
ntrium from them. 

Q: What b the state government's 
perception? 

A: Bharat Bhavan comes )aa on the 
prionty list. I met the chief minister, 
he sounded encouraging. He has 
asked irte to go ahead for whatever is 
needed. 


anniversary celebrations approaching, 
tik* crisis ofBhanit Bhavan has orily dee* 
pened. The employees have gone on a 
strike to press their demands. 

Robin David feels that the Bhavun is 
ovt'rsiuffed und some employees would 
face retrenchment wuicr or later. In his 
view, the insiituiion needs to be closed 
d<iwn fora while for a thorough structu* 
rul overhaul. 

Surely. Rhurui Bhavan's | ,tih anniver* 
sar> do(*s not seem to begin on a happy 
note. V 







n the end. ii 
wa^ lefi to Ihe 
bubhfy veejay 
Ruhy Khaiia 
u\ aanouDU! 

the Kavectu 

Tandon-Akshay Kumar 
engafcnicni on BPL Oye. 
Ai^ thus it wa!> Lhai ihe rom¬ 
ance between the iw«» on¬ 
screen and off*Ncrccn lovers 
became ofTKial. 


ven as the gos- 
sip column* 

coping ^ with 

Khanna's 

love life — is she slitl involv¬ 
ed wi th Gati a? Whal happ^* 
ed to her affair with Ajay 
Devgan? — her younger 
sister, Rinki (or is it Chin- 
ky?) is making waves of her 
own. 

Dimple and Rajesh's 


younpr daughter has appa* 
rcnlly been painting the 
town red with none oilier 
than flop hero (of Saudofnir 
fame) Vivek Mushran. But it 
seems»if the course of firu ' 
love didn't run smooch, f<» I 
the Iuvcr7> are said to be [ 
estranged at the present 2 
moment. ^ 

Whether this estrange- 
meni ix permanent or tempo¬ 
rary remains to be seen. 


It Is siill not cicur when 
the two plan u» marry. 
though if Raveena has any 
sense she won't play the Mu¬ 
shing bride for quite some 
liiiK'. After all. there are very 
few heroines who have coni i • 
nued to perform svonders at 
(he box •office alkr lying the 
knot, and ii*s unlikely that 
I'arhkxi will prove an excep¬ 
tion u» this rule. • 


# ossip has it 
(hat pupj I 
Dharmendre | 
has decided to I 

step in and 5 
mend his I 

younger son Bobby's brok¬ 
en hean. Rcaden will 
remember that Bobby's love 
nfTair with Pexd^ Bhait had 
come io a sorry end when the 
•Bhati babe dropped her in 
favour of Sohail (brother of 
Salman) Khan. Bobby has 
been down in (he dumps ever 
since, even though all the 
young lovelies of his set 
have been setting their cups 
at him. 

But ull is not lost. lx)ving 
dud Dhu/am ha.s taken mai¬ 
lers into hix own hand, find¬ 
ing a Sikh bride for Bobby in 
Anterica. 1'hose close to the 
Dcol family maintain ihai 
the weddmg will take place 
smn). And no doubt, in keep¬ 
ing with the best irudiiions of 
his family. Hobby will begin 
playing the field (again) 
even sixncr. 


may have I 

made big 

niistukc 
giving 

Bobby Deol ! 
for (he younger Khun br^v 
(her. Sohail. For if his record 
is anything (o go by. Sohoil 
seems all set to follow in big 
brother Salman's fcMnsieps ' 
as far ax his love life goes. 
And, need we add. ^loju 
runs a g<xid chance of ending 
up as pathetic a figure as 
S»geeta Bijiani. who loved 
and left Salman uf'fer u five 
year* long affair. 

Apparently. MunixhH Koi- 
rala is iuily cmc of the many 
women who have attracted 
Sohail's roving eye over the 
years. And it Kerns unlikely 
that Sohail will change hix 
1 ovc-them-und* I ea VC •them 
ways merely because llic 
Bhaii bahe has fallen for him. 

So. finally it liKiks like 
Pw^a has mei her match: a 
man who is quite likely lo 
lire of her before she tires of 
him. 


RAV€ENA TANDON 


AKSHAY KUMAR 


MhMVi* 'm 
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It’s perfectly acceptable to hold a rave 
party in India 



he M;cnc is almust surreal. Tl is pitch dark all around and a 
gentle bree/e is playing soAly with the leaves of the coconut 
palms, A large clearing under the trees, however, is l ull of acti- 
vily. In contraslto the softly swaying trees, hundreds of people 
are dancing vigorously. And motivating them to keep on danc 
ing till the first rays of sunlight ore high-lech gadgets like sirotMtscopes. 
black guns, star flashes, power cans and 25 ,(K)0 watts of car-splitting syn¬ 
thesised music. 

Welcome to a 'rave*, the in thing in the United Sta¬ 
tes and countries of Western huropc. Last fortnight, 
the rave wave finally hit India when Pepsi sp<.msored 
the "Mother of all parties"—as its ad hnc claimed— 
in three cities, initiating the younger and afllucni 
generation of Ind i ans to u hot. new l re nd. 

As with all things ‘from abroad', the reception to 
the raves, 'were gocKi". according to Vcnkal Vur- 
dhan.ownerof DNA Networks, which organised the 
shows, In keeping with one of the norms of raves in 
the West, the get-togethers were held in the outskirts 
of cities: at a farm in Bangalore, on Madh Island in 
Bombay and off the highway to Jaipur in Delhi. In 
, , cachoflhcpiaccs. mure than 1,500 people turned up. 

1 ne StrOOOSCOpCSf InC After, of course, the wanna-be-with-it crowd had 
strobe-guns and the coughed up from Rs 5(X1 to Rs 750 per couple for the 

music played at double pnvMege. , . . 

i4 11 ‘ in I Hook I hem some getting used to, though, The 

Speed ail gl ve a i- U venues d id not ha vc s riHHrth dance fl oors. but hard i 

effect that can blow the . canh or loose mud. And there were the bl i nd i n g | 

mind," says Venkat lighis. while stroboscopes glared at some sections of [ 

V rAh ^ f HM A dancers, eight black guns created a fluorescent I 

V aronan Ot UIN a j pm k s s hi mmer a nd 

Networks Wacks disappear. “They all gave a 3-D effect which 

can blow the m ind out," .said V ardha n pr< )udl y. 


A nd (hen. (here was the latest genre of music called 'techno', Ra»rd- 
ed at speeds of nearly 240 RPM (as compared to the 120 KPM most 
music, including 'disco' numbers, are recorded at) techno is compuier- 
ucncratcd. Its rather nvxhanical feel was unfamiliar to India's own MTV 
^geoeradun. mure used us it is to songs by Michael Jackson and Bally 
Sagoo. 

Bombay, which has a head stun in things Western, was a bit more rcs' 



How to go techno 

A guide to the latest form of non-music 


^pwce lit Vinous fonv of (ecbno 
I muMC under such dcscfifNkns IS 
hvdcore, irance, progress! vc»icid. 
tribal, even mellow. Bui Ihey all have 
ooc thing in common: (hey teve ill 
been created by disc jockeys on differ 
rent kinds of machines. 

With hardly any (hir^ imagined or 
created by a human being, the music 
has purists who kiok down upon 
(hose fonru that have been contami¬ 
nated with lyrics. 

The genre of music created by 
machines predictably has io roots in 
I studio. As Charies Hekg. the DJ 
from Paris, says: 'ft began in Detroit 
in 1985. when (he Bm lechnodisc 
wa» created by a DJ in a studio. Them 
art techno groups who create lechno 
music but very often. Dfsput (oge- 
iher crocks to create techno.* 

An article on (echno. ill the Eon> 
pean music magazine called Attdic 
Ri'Arw. speaks only of gadgets like 
Akii, Di^.Diim. Synthesizer 1000, 
etc. The main subje^ however, 
being 'samfriers*, since techoo haa no 
singer, eornposer or writer. 

Samplen am nothing but snatches 
of from already recorded songs 
DC music. Some of (he DJt who cseaie 
techbo have been known to pilfer 
these notes. But as Helegseys: *We 
don't really face copyri^ probieno 
because we use less than sfa seconds 
fromtfvoriginali.Aflerwehaveftm- 
shed recording and addbif compuw 
sounds, you can't recognise (heorigi- 
Ail tone." 


pon&ive to the new music, said antxgani- 
scr, Bingalrveans, who pretend to be as 
Westernised as anybody else, tried their 
best but must, like 22'ye(ir-o1d Maya, 
denounced it. saying: ‘This sound is 
making my stomach go all queasy." Del- 
hiites. of crHirv4\ look the cue tnionlly, 
Ihc puppies hung around ntd knowing 
how to react to the music. But when the 
'Super Rsve Conie>t' —• which olfvrcd 
a fret! inp 1o Paris •>- announced, a 
number of them obligingly broke into 
ihcir tradenurk hhonnra. 

With the music being handled by both 
forvign and Indian DJ.s. it UhA ull of the 


As a DJ who described Us ctea- ^ 
ikui io the magsiw bttrview 
u^.*We f... lad muck vound a ior 
wftfa the sa mpl es . We cao lake anydi- 
log and diaage it tfouod. Atpne 
lima, we receded an elephant (hzow- 
log water. Another tiiua. we recorded 
sounda of borua Ttae 

became iwnpks for our neu album. * 
Techno has hrouiht to the 
foro. That looi-suffering kx of music- 
minded people who hid to play 
odiers' mHDbers. have come into 
ihair own by giving bnib ro techno. 
Todny.ih^areibeheneaoftfaispir- 
d^hrsasic scene and the lechoo 
albums tail ioWy on the KtRftgth of 
die DJs names. Even though tome 
can ibemarives DJ ELOringo. DJ 
Pactnan mdeven DJ Brainwasher. 





But the raves were no( really raves in 
the -truest sense of the word. There was 
a vast difference between what a rave is 
all about in (he West and (hat which took 
place in India. Ravi Lowheer. a Londo¬ 
ner travelling through India, said: "A 
rave i n England I s very much of an u nder- 
gfound activity. It Isa form of rehcllion, 
a counlercullure. AIm>. most of the 
ravers do a lot of drugs. It is not at all an 
open and advertised show as it is here." 

Another foreigner. Niels Aslrup, was 
amared ai ihe Pepsi advenisements for 
the raves. Astnip. a Danish journalist, 
pointed out that the same company or 
any other mullirutional would not touch 
a ruve party abniad. even from a distan¬ 
ce of len barge poles. "1 mean, for Pepsi 
lo spimsor a rave in Europe would be as 
unimaginable as the Vuiican condoning 
extra-marital sex.' he laughed. 

T hat is because in Ihc United Stales 
and Europe, mves are illegal activit¬ 
ies which aitract police raids all too 
often. Which is why they ore mostly 
held at distant farmhouiies. condemned 



latter^* cfToOs lo keep the crowds on ihc 
floor, even switching back to familiar 
numbers and shelving ivchnn musk 
fnim lime to time. As VanJhon. who had 
brought in l.SOO kilos of equipment 
frum obomd lor me event, explained; 
"Indians arc yet to get used to icchno 
music. M) wc hud to play some other 
kinds of musk'.' 


Charles Heleg 
(right), a DJ 
from Paris, says 
the first disc of 
techno music 
was created in 
Detroit, in 1985, 
and that DJs 
continue to mix 
tracks for that 
effect 


wurehousec rtHd even tlcscrted aircraft 
hangars. The authorities prohibit raves 
since most or the rave buffs use drugs of 
ilirfcrcni type^. ranging from cannabis 
to Cluck, angel dust arnl (he 'designer' 
Ecstasy, 

Raves, which urc popular among the 
l5‘(o-25 age group, have already led to a 
number of horntr Kioricx in the West. 








Pepsi sponsored 
the "Mother of 
all parties" in 
three cities, 
acquainting 
young Indians 
with the hot new 
trend 



Beifidcit dcuih.s in car cn’thes by dru^* 
gcd'OUl driver^, rbvrc h;ivc been cases of 
overdosing. Accorrlmg lo a study, in 
Ivundon akmc, nciirly half ihe emergen* 
cy drug •replied cases reported ul hospi* 
lals were following ;i rave. 

[cchno music is an micgral pun of a 
rave since it n, ilM^lf. in many ways, a 
product of countervuliurc. Charles 
llelcg. a [» who played mu^sic ui (he 
organised iave» in India, described tech* 
no music as 'a fusion ttf dilf crcnt civilisa* 
lions and dilfereni coaniries. The philo¬ 
sophy behind techno is the belief in one 
world and one music and m> discriini na¬ 
tions. This is why real iccKjhs music 
docs not have any lyrics." 

Hcleg, who works ai a club in Paris, 
maimains raves abroad don’i do drugs 
bill do have a lot of Smart' vitamin and 
oxygen-enhanced drinks. "When I perso¬ 
nally listen lo techno music. ] go to a 
woitd of audiu-viriual reality." he said. 
‘The music and (he visuals of laser 
lights arc enough to expand the mind.‘ 
All ihai ruhNsh aside, it S Irue that 
techno and drugs giveadiflcrvnt dimen¬ 
sion to renliiy for ravers. According to 
Sunjevv Jain, a psychiatrist, drug^i indu¬ 
ce stereo-typical behaviour which 
means the dnig user can keep repealing 
the same action widHvul tiring. LowK*er 
agreed: "Since techno has a monotiuktus 
sound, taking dlugs makes people keep 
dancing to it for a long time, which la 
jusi not possible otherwise. " 


I n its Indian avatar, rave not only 
received "ivflVial sanction' from both 
the authorities and a muliinational com¬ 
pany. i( look on a much sanitised kwn 


Let’s have an orgy 

In the West, rave fmds strange ways to advertise itself 


R epsi Splashed its advertisemenis 
rorthcnvcpvties inalnkisl all 
the leading newspapers in (he 
country. *niat. however, would nut 
have biKn poscibk abroad, where 
ravec are illegal and prohibited. 

Raves aa* advertised only sirrcp li * 
tiously. In London, for instance, they 
lake ihe form of .slips of paper stuck 
in telephone booths next to the likes 
of (hose which read; ‘Call... for hlon- 
dc who prefers gentlemen for the 
night* or “Mummy who likes sado- 
iTiftiOchism IS kM>king for fun with 
young men. Coll... * 

Advert Uements fctr raves, which 
4>ften UlsI an cm ire weekend, also 
uppciir in maga/jnes tike Timr Out 
B ui the ads merely say,' Rave and 
tickets at the usual place* and only 
regular ravers know exactly where 
the places ore. 

T1)cre arc other Buropean niusK* 


magazines w hich carry raveadveni' 
sements. The January I99.S issue of 
Out SiHfft corrks an advert i semen i 
for a rave at Antwerp which says: 
“Join us into a wtuldol happiness, 
faniasy and decadence" 

Some (kill'(call themselves raves. 
Instead, they promote (he nights of 
techrki music as ‘Knnic orgasm and 
evolution party'" Theaecompanying 
psychedelic graphics of all rave 
advert iscnwflis. m Paris-based maga¬ 
zines like Onkt and M(i}:(i:ifU‘ 

Tei hu> f/rw.'z. seem to have been 
designed by people from outer space 
Hindu idtvfs have also crept into 
techno peddling. An ad iit Out Sinut 
lor Di Ttyke'x new coinpuci disc has 
ihcillu.sirjuon of the goddcs.s Durgu 
with eight arm^ and a siring of skulls 
around her neck. Anoiher has a cup> 
tioft which says. "Music of Shceva"'. 
with a picture of Ram and Si la. 
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As Vardhun puinicd out: "Wtc were parti* 
cularihal no drugs (k* Dsed here." 

E^^leaJ, the Indian crowd had to settle 
lor the *0 Jamaica* rum hunched by 
Shaw Wallace at the raves. With the con* 
sumpiHm of a bn — or more — of the 
stuff. It was alcohol •induced fatigue and 
drowsiness that assailed the ravers hcic. 
and not the ariifseial stamina hmught on 
by drugs. 

So the ruvcs here lasted only as long 
as most Saturday nights out till just 
uhout a cou pic of hours after ni idni ghi. 

Now. many arc waning to see if rave 
will catch on as a concept, with the 
accompanying techno music, in the 
country, VorJhan said he iv encouraged 
by the response and (hat his company 
hud already received a numbci of in vita* 
tions to host raves. Meunwhik. other 
professional puny organisers in big cit¬ 
ies have already caught on to rave, while 
the really wealthy are having their own 
privaLu parties. 

Among the number d* raves coming 
up IS one scheduled to be held al the 
umusemen( pari, F.sselWorld, in Bom- 
l)l^»>unil(i|idor. iis marketing direcior. 
M/K the has not yet been fixed, hut 
ibe aucn^ is lo enlarge the wopc of a 
rave. "The park is crWuci^c u> u rave 
since ilJlHthe scu and the sun. but it wili 


Professional party 
organisers in big cities 
have already caught on 
to rave, while the really 
wealthy are having 
private parties of their 
own 


be tiHally free of alcrdiol and drugs.*' he 
sircs.ses. 

Some pcopk* are already trying to 
popularise techno music though some, 
like Bobby Anand, ots* Kepitcal. Owner 
of a music shop callc<t 'Rhythms'. Ana- 
ltd says: "f don't think haid-core techno, 
which has no lyrics, will really catch on 
in India. People here prefer songs like 
Chuftt /xvu and other numbers whldi 

have a rhythm and beat to them. Techno 
is not like that.* He confesses There is 
hardly anyone coming in to ask for tech¬ 
no music.* 

Bui othciK like the hxvfaall disco* 
ihcquc in IJeihi are determined lo leach 
techno to Indians, livery Wednesday 
night, the disco plays 'jungle rive 




music' (which has lots of Congo drum 
beats tn it) advertised as the 'fastest way 
to nirvaru*. "The first day, people were 
i|uitc shocked They did not dance 
much.*' says Sharmila Mascarenhas. 
manager of public relations for Fireball, 
"tl lakes some time to get used to," 

In Bangalore, techno music ix slowly 
creeping into pubs and discotheques 
Sometimes, there arc requests for techno 
numbers by 2 Unlimited and Waiert'ull 
The popularity of these numbers, suys 
Anand, is because they have lyrics in 
them and are not really hard-core 
no. DJs arc alsis beginning to devote at 
lea.si 30 minutes to acclimatise people to 
techno musk al discotheques in the city. 

A.J.S. Nath, director of Encore, and 
pioneer of the 'rain dance* concept in the 
country, says: *'l organised the first rave 
nearly two years ago. I was ready for it, 
but the people were not. Now. I plan to 
organise a couple of raves with techno 

music.' Nath believes that (he music 
will gradually become popular. 

In the rtot too distant future, Nath 
feels, a generation of Indians are sure (o 
be raving to an ail diffcreni techno 
tunc. * 

fluff UuJtaah/—flOJofu. iyttt 
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Not just for today 


A new gallery, Art Today, opens in the capital 


S pacious, marble-floored inter¬ 
iors. high ceilings and (he best 
works of the country's top 20 
painters. Art Today opened with a fine 
flourish in the capital recently with 
'River Of AnMis inaugural exhibition. 

"Contemporary Indian an is coming 
of age and we would like to be a pan of 
this process," says Rckha Purie who. 
along with Aroon Purie. the editor and 
pubhsher of India Today, arc the bean 
and brairts behind An To^y. 

Work (in the gallery 
started in full swing m 
Nuvcnther last year. Says 
Rekha Purie, "hidut 
Tr>day had this spttci; and 
wc had been thinking of 
opening up u gallery for 
s<mu: iinic. hui U was 
extreme))' ditfl^uh to 
And ihe right person to 
manage il. Tlicii. around 
Diwuli. I realised that I 
was fn:c to ItKik a her it 
my sell. Artxm concep¬ 
tualised iltc gallery and I 
am iiiipleiiicniing his 
Ideas/' 

The architect (>1 the ga I • 
lers\ Preni Nath, broke 


lings. were resuuciured (o give 
dK gallcfy mon space. Special silver 
oak was brought from Coonoor (o cover 
the pillars and the walls painiol a stark 
white to focus aueniion on the paintings. 

While this was gedng on. Rekha Purie 
also got in touch with 20 tap parniers for 
their bc,si works — a ta»Ji which was 
easier said than done. Some of them, 
like M.F. Husain and Kishen Khanna, 
had sold off their best works. So the 
ownen were then contacted and 


the ucca.sion. 

In an aiiempl to chn>nicJe the ctHiieni* 
porary Indian an scene, the catalogue 
also has opinions by leading art critics 
on what they think is their role in 
society, whether they think they have 
the power to make or unmake a painter 
and suggestions fm improving the an 
scenario. 

Rckha Purie ha& clahoralc plans fiv 
the gallery. There are going to be shows 
with a di(Terence. io help young and 


A section ot the 
gellery and {left) 
one of its eihiblU: 
more than mere 
profit 


re(|uesicd to loan the 
wtKks Aw the exhibition. 
Husuin'^ fuvtnirilc. 
tanh. came from 
Chnstic's in London and 
Manjit Bawa's Dtnnc 
Miokiait was loaned 
from the Modi industrial¬ 
ist family. 


down the structure 
originally (here to rtslore 


Lhai was 
the old 


The artisls were also 
asked to answer a set of 
Oueuions about whv a 
pafikular painting was 
(heir favounie and fincsi 
work aiKl whal (hey thought were then 
greatesi shortcomings. The answers are 


architecture of Connaught Place. The all primed, along with a brief Iifc-skeich 
original R.T. Russel-designed arches, of the painter and a photograph of the 
which Nath found beneath the false cei* painting in the caialogoc designed fur 


Litunlcd artists and jiluns ;in: Hlmady 
alooi to have :m exhihnion where the 
ilcjn i>l the J.J Schtxil OS An will pres¬ 
ent works o1 final-year NUKlenis Says 
Rekha. *ll wuuld be an experience lo 
have the dean exhibit sonic of his own 
works, besides having the works of his 
stucicnis m the same gallery Can you 
tmaginc ihc hcxisi that this wj]] give lo 
the ynung anisK* confidence' It will 
also make n easier for them to gel their 
wxirks exhihitcd in other galleries. " 
Pune, however, is extremely light- 
U(^d about the commission that Art 
Today will be charging Iroin the pain- 
icrs. 'Let’s say. we will ncx run mio los- 
ses.“ she says reservedly. 'But we hope 
to do a lot rmne ihun (ust think uf 
profits ' • 

Puwpwi Tttalu/r/Maw MHt 








The clear option 

A designer specialises in furniture made of glass 


G lass tables, yes. Glax^ frames, 
okuy. CUss stools, well, maybe. 
Bui gJaSsS beds? Class sofu seu? 
Cmon, you’d say. 

Bui it's true. There urr people who 
live in houses furnished in ull glass. And 
Samanu Mukherjee is hurrying to oblige 
them. 

If yixi'rc Uxiking over glass ^umitu^* 
in showrooms around ihc couniiy. the 
chances arc that it has come from a rcrTV»* 
te corner of Howrah, in West Bengal, 
and IS the result of the single-minded 
effon of this 3?‘yeur*ii]d designer. 
Mukherjee's creations, sold under ihc 


comrnercial acceptance 
for his unusual deigns. 
All (hot is past, but the big 
break hasn't ani ved yet. 

Hi& glass furniture 
appears fragile, but Muk- 
herjee allays any doubts 
about its durahilhy. It is 
shuiier-proof. he says. 
And to drive the point 
home, he suddenly drsips 
a heavy sied ash-iray on 
a deJicatc*looking circu¬ 
lar ccnire-tahle. The dull 
thud of sieel meeting 




bmndnainc of Glassy, are made caclu* 
sively out of glass. (Ik only ones of their 
kind in India. 

it wa& a pa.ssing thought that caught 
Mukhcijee's fancy. Years ago, he had 
visited his uncle's place in Bombay. A 
casual visit with, what would have been 
for most, a casual rcmcmbmiKe. Kor 

Mukherjee, however, ii was a moment 
of reckoning. It was a simple glass* 
lop^d table with wooden legs. The 
incongruity of the whole thing struck 
me.” he says. "Why couldn*i iherc be a 
I able entirely of glass*” 

Sitting in his officc'cum*workshop in 
Kadamtala. Howruh, the sofi*spoken 
Mukherjee recalls his struggle lo find 


glass convinces you. 

But then, it wa.sn '1 always so smooth. 
He had gone to a renowned dealer of fur¬ 
niture in the stale to market his product. 
Sceptical, the dealer rebuffed the young 
man's pleas with open disdain, emiugh 
to destroy anyone's creaiive impulse. 
“Thai rejection proved io be my ultimate 
inspiraliofi.*' Mvkheryce says. 

The irony is ihai today, the same 
dealer. Raj A Raj to be specific, has pie¬ 
ces from the latter's amaring repenoirc 
lo embellish his showro^. 

Hrom telephone stand to TV in^lcy. 
dressing and Jinirg table to book shelf, 
the range appears endless, Bach product 
has Us specific price-iag A pyramid* 




Santanu Mukherjee 
spent many years 
trying to convince 
people that yes, you 
could have glass beds 
and sofa sets and no, 
they wouldn’t break 


shaped dressing table costs Rs 5.8()0, (he 
T V trol I y sel Is at Rs 4,200 anil the d i ning 
table IS available for Ks S. 800 . 

"There was a lime wlicn 1 walked the 
streets of Calcuiui, even as far as Durga- 
pur. only to make the dealers aware of 
my effon.” says Mukherjee. 

Mukhcijcc now impons glass from 
Belgium and Taiwan. A special heat and 
chemical treatment is given to make ii 
unbreakable aj>d weather-proof. Today, 
his clientele stretches to Delhi, even the 
far south. People have even come from 
Nepal to buy his products. 

The ultimaie tribute has. however, 
eomc in ihe way of a landmark recogni¬ 
tion. At the all-India Industrial Trade 
Fair. 1993, held in West Benpl, Glassy 
w&s awarded the Best Award in recogni¬ 
tion of Ihe novelty it had brought to die 
glass industry in the country. A tribute to 
a man whose creations are symbolic of 
his own resilience. • 
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The other half 


The Women’s Press Corps wants to be more than just a club 


P opularly misconceived as a press 
club for women, ihe Women's 
Press Corps claims lo be anyth* 
ing but (hot. For one. it doesn'i want to 
be labelled a 'club' as its activhies will 
stretch to more thanjust the eating, drink* 
ing and recreation associated with such 
an institution. 

"]i\ not a sudden idea" says Usha 
Kai. vice-president. Women's Press 
Corps. "A few of us old-timers had been 
fooling around with this idea for don* 
key'}> years. And suddenly, things start* 
edto rake shape." 

The few old-timers Included veteran 
journalists like Mrinal Pande (editor. 
Dainik Hindustan), Rashmi Saxena 
(Tht WrrA). Kalyani Shankar (TV Hin¬ 
dustan Tinted). Conmi Kapur (freelan¬ 
ce) — 18 in Adda Rashmi Saxena. 




i 1 General secretary Rashmi Saxena 
■ '' ^ Geft) says the Corps lacks funds. What 
has helped is the Rs 2 lakh raised 


through a children’s/tim and donated 
by Jaya Bachchan 


general secretary of the Press Corm. 
’There are so many women joumaJjsis 
in the field that one doesn't know about. 
A lot of them work for regional papers. 
Of on the desk and barely get a chance to 
go out and socialise. So. we decided to 
do something to alter this. To provide a 
common meeting point.' 

And since a lot of women are still not 
too comfortable with the enviroAmeni of 
the Press C1 ub. i t was dec ided that a new 
venue had to be created. 'This is not an 
alternative to the Press Oub." Rashmi is 
quick to point out. "Rather, it can be 
seen ox a supplement ' 

$0. in a^ilion to providing food 
(sorry, no booze)* the club also organi¬ 


ses seminars and other 
culturaJ activities. New¬ 
smakers like Mira Nair. 
Roahan Sech and Channa 
Reddy are invited to meet 
the press. and both men 
and women can attend these gathenngs. 

The Press Corps b also undertaking 
research and bringing out reports. Its 
first r e p o rt, already out. focussed on the 
plight of the widows of 19^. "No club 
would be concerned about an issue like 
this.* poims out Usha Rai. 'Ours is a con¬ 
cerned and caring organisaboa. It is not 
just a club.' 

Also m progress are plans to start a 
cl ippings section mi a reference library. 
'But our problem is the l^of funds.' 
points out Rashmi. 

The Press Corps started with just Rs 
18,COO in its kjity. made up of the Rs 
1.000 each contributed by its founding 


* members. In order to raise more funds, it 
is coming out with a publkalion in 
which it has invited contributions from 
women journalists and pbotognipbers. 
Revenue will be raised through the 
advertisements in the publication. 

What helped was (he R$ 2 lakh genera ted 
ihrough<4Mdvu (a children's film by 
Annu Kapoor) and donated to the Press 
Corps trvJaya Bachchan. 

TV memberehip fee is nomi nal—Rs 
(00. with another Rs40a nvHith — but 
membendtip is open only to journalists. 

Unfceiunately. the Women's Press 
Corps has in vit^ more than its fair share 
of critldsm-^by being labelled as Just 
another feminist organisation'. But as 
Mnnal Pande said ai its inauguration, 
"'ntat's just ba.sed on the hysterical 
assumption that we are ganging up on 
our mide colleagues.'' • 



















VWtOR to Mia ve inter tba Iniprassim that 
cfickot is ttw doninaiit sport of the nation. But 
this could be tnislaading. Foottall is ei|iially 
popular and its fans have their own heroes 


More loyal than 
the players 


Despite the falling standards of the game in 
the country, football still Iwasts of a 
committed fan following 


L asi week uw the drameuc 
coAclusioe of the hinjab 
Nmioful Bank <PNB) (ouma- 
merit at (he Ambedkar Stad¬ 
ium iA New Delhi. Mohun 
Bagan club, the favouritea, squeezed vic¬ 
tory from an over-worked, but magniH- 
cently resilieftt Emm Bengal club in a 
tense tie-breaker. 

Vihiiors to India are under the imprea- 
sion that cricket is the alUpervasive md 
dominant spM of the nation. India's 
fine international performances n)ooo- 
polise the sporU pages of newsp^ers. 
Cricket has given India many hems. 
Yesterday’s Sunil Gavaskar and Kapil 
Dev, Today's Sachin Tendulkar and 
Vinod KambU, 

But these impressions 
are misleading. There 
was passion among the H yr 
crowd at Ambedkar Siad- / 

ium 10 matd) En^ish I 

spectators. The crowd H 
was not large (maybe H V 
15.000). but it was dedica- 
(ed. watching every ball 
movement with anticipa¬ 
tion. These people had iheir own 
heroes. They chose to go against the cur¬ 
rent and resist the' tide of cricket that 
sweeps the nabon. But why do they 
choose to do this? Where does iheir pas¬ 
sion come from? For (he British, foot¬ 
ball is (he sport of the nation and it is 
ea.sy to love it. How do these people com¬ 
pare with Engl ish passion for the game? 

(Cammed Takqi, a sui^xxttr of 
Mohammedan Spoding since 
1954 and one of those who gathered in 
the Ambedkar Stadium stands, explains 
that the root of hi s passi on 1 ics in India's 
long and rich football heritage. It is the 
history of an under-class, simtliar to 


England's football heriiage. Newcastle. 
Mwhester and Uverponl became the 
basuoni ^ English soccer as lestimony 
(0 the working class' love for life and 
their determination u> overcome the 
shackles of industrial slavery. 

In (he same way. Takqi talks of 
Mohammedan Sporting club’s glorious 
victory in the 1940 Dur^ Cup as a sym¬ 
bolic victory over the British Raj as a 
whole P^ball has become one t/ the 
world’s greatest sports because anyone 
can win and victory for the under-dog is 
glorious. For the ordinary people 
throughout the world — Takqi is a 
Muslim from (he walled ciiy and current¬ 
ly uncii^loycd—football isaproudJc^, 


There i$ strong club afTiliation among 
the Muslims of 0\d Delhi. As the 
Bengalis and Punjabis dispersed lu (he 
south and wot of the city as it expanded, 
Ambedkar Stadium becarrte the 
haunt of the walled city faithful. Takqi 
explains that Muslims even pass on love 
for their team to their children. In 
England, (he same phenomenon exists 
to ensure generations of mppon. 
Fathers take (heir sorts lo matched just 
is their father did before them. These 
children take the oaih of allegiartce to 
thdr club and many remain more faith¬ 
ful (0 It (htei (heir marriage oeih. 

Novy Kapadia, India’s leading foot¬ 
ball scribe, also reports how in (he Six¬ 


ties. club affiliation was so strong in 
Delhi (hat City Club loyal families 
would not allow their children to many 
into a family of con firmed Indian Nation¬ 
als su^XKters. Takqi confirms that these 
loyalties still exist today. 

I n contrast to English tournaments, 
however, there was no sing i ng or wav¬ 
ing of banners arrwng the fans at the 
PNB final. In England, the fans act as 
standard-bearers fw their team through 
the highs and lows of the turf battle. Th is 
evolved out of a standing room culture 
that has become symbohe of all English 
football passion. Bui as Shashi, a stad¬ 
ium canteen wai ter and a fan of Moham- 
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medan Sporting cxplai ns. the absertce of 
(his culture is nor for lack of passion. 
Instead, he says, there is a different 
sense of identity among the football fans. 

"All communities support football in 
India," he says. "Bui it is the Muslims. 
Bengalis and Punjabis who really love 
the game." However. Indian football is 
Uttered with office^based clubs. For the 
fan. he says, it is diffrculi to kfentify 
wi(h these clubs. For example, he 
explains (hai many Punjabis support the 
Border Security Force (BSF), lUe BSF 
were vicion of the I960 Durand Cup 
and are n good team with a successsful 
history. But the lack of Punjabi faces at 
the PNB semi final between BSF and 
East Bengal mi^t be explained by their 
difficulty in id^iifying with a team of 
para- mi I itary ofTicers, 


I ndia is having difficulty sustaining a 
football culture because of this identi* 
fication problem. For example. Joncy. a 
22*year*old Christian from Cannanorc 
in Kerala, did not have the Muslim expe* 
rience. "My father was not mtere&ied in 
footiull." Iw explains,"! became inter* 


csted because I live near the stadium. I 
do not uppod’ a team, but the team 
whkh plays well,” ioney is more repre¬ 
sentative ^ Delhi's youA. 

But. despite Muslim traditions, there 
had been a noticeable lack of young 
faces among the Ambcdkar crowd, 
foney explains. *This is because the 
quality of football is getting worse. 
Even now I fiixl it difficult to keep on 
supporting. I am becoming more inter* 
estH in v^leybail * 

Football in India is losing the support 
of the youth and its great past is being 
lost in an ageing crowd imbued with 
nostalgia. The level of awarenexs K vr^ 
low. In England, the legends of past vic¬ 
tories and local heroes is big business. 
Any young English fan is duty bound to 
own the latest team shin and biography 
the star suiker. Outside of India's 
Muslim cornnuniiy. there is no one to 
cany the stories of the past to generate 
identity and passion among ihe young. 

M<ihammed Sajid. a Id-ycar-old xiu- 
deni, used Ui f^ay crickci but became a 
foothail convert after he g« into the col¬ 
lege learn. Some of his friends play for 


the Delhi cluhv such as M(4uimmcJ 
Khalid, the quick mid-fieldcr for Mcmmi* 
light Club. But, like (hem. he would so^i- 
ncrialk about European football and his 
hem. Maradonna. than the Delhi l.c«tgLie. 

This is because xaielliie iclevision has 
made ftm^ign foothail more acx'essiblc 
to Indu. Tiduji feels ihui this "wlieis tiK 
appetite" of yottng people in India. But 
Sajid says (hat he is only mude more 
aware of the low standard of Indian foot¬ 
ball. 


M D. Bashi works for the Munici* 
Corpuraiion of IXdhi and earn¬ 
ing Rs $.0(K^ per month is one of Ihe 
highesi'paid Amhedkar SlaUiuni Ians. 
He has also worked as a spons medic hi 
the stadium since Ihc Seventies, and pri¬ 
des himself on atiending to the likes of 
Jamail Singh, eapuijn of the 196.^ Asian 
All Stars. Yusuf Khan, the famous mid¬ 
fielder. and 7x»lfikar. the pnilific scorer 
forHyderhad Police. 

In England, such heroes dominate the 
sports world. For example. Andy Cole 
was rccrnily sold by Newcastle’s Kevin 
Keegapto Mancliesier United foi a mam¬ 
moth .sum of six million pounds (Rs 3 
crore). Cole is secure for life Rycompu* 
rison. Dr Bishi xayv. Indian foothail 
heroes do not even have any insurance 
cover, Tausif iamal says that he works 
for a petroleum company and only gels 
paid fiv rtxHhali, "You know, when it 
comesl” 

In India the fans have to look after the 
semi-professional players. In this way, 
they coniribuic Iheir supps'm to their 
club and the gome as a whole. They all 
feel that (his is an imponant part (hat 
they play as fans. Dr. BasM offers his 
medical expertise on the field. Takqi 
arranges the ssveeimeats and delicious 
"Dawais*'(feasis) after n victory They 
may IW he rich or glamorous fans, but 
they ^ve what they can. 

At Rs 200 per ticket and a sptal that 
takes up (he whole working day. it is 
crkkei that draws the rich und glurttor- 
ous spectators. In India, mrtlia attention 
that these crowds aiuuct gives the 
impression that cricket is the only sport 
of India, that the Mily heroes are 
cricketers. But according to Takqi. Dr. 
Bashi, Sajid, Shashi, Narain and Joney, 
this is nol true. Twenty years ago foot¬ 
ball was a.s great tn India as it is in 
England. More imponantly, (hey say, 
IndianfiKUball isaphevnix The embers 
rseedtobcuoked (o rc vital i sc thismHgni* 
ficeni bird. • 
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LCAVIN6 A MARK: Punjab PoUce chief tC.P.S. CUt signing autographs forsctufot children 

Battling the past 


The Punjab Police launches a state-wide campaign to live down 
its brutal image 


After wdgin^ a war 
against miiitaiiLs for 
Uw last five years, the 
Punjab Police is now 
battling to improve its 
image among the 
people. And the cops 
are doing this in style. 
Airanging mass 
marriages, donating sewing machines 
among the poor, interacting with local 
sdkool chi Idren. leading ami 'liquor prot* 
esi marches and organising blood dona¬ 
tion camps ^ you name it and the Pun¬ 
jab Police has done it in the past couple 
of months. And guess who is the cynosu¬ 
re of all eyes in all these functions. Who 
else but the high-profile ^ief of Punjab 


Prdice. K.P.S.Cillf 

In fact. Gill nowadays has been hopp¬ 
ing from one place to another in the state 
government chopper, attending to most 
of the Punjab l^ice's public rclaiioos 
eKcrcisc>i. A major pan o( (he police 
budget, too, is Uing spetM on the 
exercise. 

A man who likes being in the news. 
Gill's efforts seems to have paid ait- 
Every moraing, the local newspapen 
omy detailed reports of the Punjab di¬ 
ce's PR activities. And everywhere he 
goes, it is a coounon sight to find Gill 
being hounded by school children and 
ttimirers for autographs. 

Imerestingly. this is in sharp contrast 
to the flak that Gill and hU men received 


for their activities even a few months 
ago. The cops were alleged to be high¬ 
handed while dealing with the people 
and their image was that otabruul perse¬ 
cutor. And some of the Punjab Police’s 
recent activities had made It extremely 
unpqHilar among the people. Someume 
the cops tattoo^ the word 
Jebkairi (pickpocket) on the foreheads 
of four women from Che Saansi tribe. Ear¬ 
ly this month. K.P.S. Gill distnbuied 
sewing machines among the tribals in an 
effort 10 win them back. 

An astute administrator. Gill has 
made sure that his recent PR exercises 
don’t go unnoticed. Reporten and televi¬ 
sion crew are invanably invited to Gill’s 
functions and his media manager. Bha- 
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rat Ifider Singh Ctuhal. ukascutTosee 
10 it (hat video cassettes and news des* 
patches read) (he respective offices weU 
before (be deadline. "I must change the 
image of the police in (he state. People 
mull rtot fear when they see a khiiu- 
uniformed man". GiU told Sunday. 

In odwr wwds. Gill does admit that 
the common man had lost faith in the 
Punjab ^lice. The killing of innocent 
pet^le in fake encounters, illegal deten¬ 
tions. allegations of rape ^all this gave 
the cops a bad name all theae yean. 

To start with, the supercop has target¬ 
ed the youth in (be stale to spread his mes¬ 
sage. Realising that the childna are 
strong opinioo-maken in a family, GiU 
has been visiting schools and colleges in 
Punjab where (he discussions are fret* 

During one such trip, a girl asked the 
Punjab ^lice chief who his favourite 
actress was. Pal came the reply. 'Shilpa 
Shelly, not Sridevi,” Gill also told her 
(hat his favourite song these days is 
Amma Dekh Tera Munda Bi^da Jayt 
much to the delight of all those preseni. 

Bui such light-hearted nwments are 
on] y one side of the PR campaign. There 


IMAGE-BUILDING 


In M iffort to Invmi Iti 

imHi, thg PM|ab Pollct 
SHtotf tog toitofftblp of 
K.P.I. Bill hai ImrcM a Pit 
caapalga lathittata 

A awtof elmik of tbt pallet 
badittbti bm dhrartod 
tawardi tlito caavatfs, 
wblcli ta far ta baaa a praat 
ueeata 


have been many occasions when Gill 
and his men have had to face embomiss' 
ing question.^ as well. Fur instance, in 
PaliaJa. a school kid asked him about the 
fake cncouniers and all the allegations of 
rape against Punjab Police personnel. 
There was silence for some time, before 
Gill managed to lighten the atmosprfwre 
with a light-heaned remark. 

Elsewhere, the Punjab Police organis¬ 
ed mass marriages of I Z\ couples, who 
were gifted household goods to sian a 
new life. GiU also ttttnid a lavish party 
thrown by hU men for (he newly married 
men and women. Whether such eaerci- 
ses will help change the image of (he 
Punjab Police remains to be seen. a 





Making way 


An underbridge is being built to let C.K. JafferSharief 
go to his farm house near Bangalore 


After the debacle in 
the recently-held 
AsaenWy polU, the 
r jHf Congress may be 

down in Karnataka. 
But the setback, it 
seems, has not affeci- 
JJJRJJATAJW ed Union railways 

*^"^*^^* minister C.K. Jaffer 

Shsief who is elected from the stale. 
For. no( only has he managed lo success¬ 
fully stifle an inquiry into his conirover- 
sill acquisition of farm land in his consti- 
luency. but has also got his department 
to build a special underbridge lo let him 
visit his property unhindered. 

The Yelahanka Road i« one the 
three approaches to (he railway mini¬ 
ster's farm which is located jusi ouividc 


that nothing in future would stand in his 
way — not even the irai ns. 

So the relevant department was 
instructed accordingly wMch drew up a 
plan to construct an overbridge. It want¬ 
ed the public wevks depanment to share 
the price tag of Rs 3 crore. Later, 
huweva, the railways decided lo tone 
down the project and go in for an under- 
bridge costing Rs 89..3B lakh, half of 
which was (o be borne by (be stale 
government. 

Though the slate goveniment is yet to 
pan with any money, the railways have 
already begun work on die underbridge 


the Bangalore city. Bu( the road also hap¬ 
pens (o be (be shortest route connecting 
Shahefs farm to his Rs 60 lakh 
bungalow in Bangalore's posh Indira 
Nagar locality. 

The story is that Sharief, on his way to 
the farm bouse, ooce had to wvt at a 
level crossing near TTianisandre village 
as the guard had shut the gates for a train 
to paas. Fearing his supervisor's wrath if 
anything upward h^ happened, (he 
guard refused to oblige the rail way mi ni • 
sterwho wanted the gale lobe lifted and 
his car allowed to pass. That was enough 
to make the pou^u! minisier ensure 
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¥C 60INC» BACK: Chakma refitgfes in Tripura 


ai a miftor levej crossini which has been 
clasiificd u one located on a low-traFfic 
route. And this ha.s happened when a 
number o< major crossings remain unat¬ 
tended. For example, the level crossing 
at Yclahanka, which passes through the 
National Highway Nn.7. has become a 
nuyor road block, with massive traffic 
jams every few hours. And though there 
was a proposal in 1981 to build an over- 
bridge to ease the congestion, the rail¬ 
ways have been sitting idle on the 
proposal. 

The railways now claim that the work 
on the level casing on the NH*? was 
not taken up ax there was a |^an to con¬ 
struct a bypass. With the bypass in 
place, there would be no need fur the 
level crossing. But informed sources say 
that the authorities are certain that the 
bypass will take a long time to come up. 


EXPRESS WAY 


Ai ■■dwbrtdpi ki bdlui MK 

•• thi Tflahiiikf Hoad, rmi 

BailBBlM, • CMt of Rft 10 

Wdi, rtoM Nit to a Iml 

cronlH 

Uiioo roUvopg ntalttcr C.R. 
4 offor IMrIof, at bit wiy to 
MifmbowOyWM 
roporMiy dttaM at tbo 
oranlog 


Meanwhile, after an accident took place 
at an unmanned level crossing near Tha- 
nisandra. locd villagers stag^ a dhar- 
na. Following the demonstruion. the 
authorities relented and a gate was instal¬ 
led there. 

Shanef also had his way regarding an 
enquiry into how his family cam to pos¬ 
sess the Thanisandra farm. When he was 
the revenue minister in Veerappa Mol¬ 
ly*! cabioei. M. Rajashekharamurthy, 
MP, had ordered an ioqu iry i mo the al le* 
ged land encroachment. There were also 
allegations of falsifying documents and 
violation of Karnataka's land reforms 
Act by Shaiiefs family. 

In Ins bid to appease Shanef and slow 
down the enquiry. Moily had referred ii 
to a cabinet suthcoovniuee which never 
took up the mailer. And things have not 
changed even after the new Janata Dal 
regime under H.D. Deve Cowda took 
over. • 


Communication gap 


The Bangladeshi communications minister fails to 
convince the Chakmas to return 


Earlier, a five-member delegation 
including Ahmed. Kalpa Ranjan Chak- 
ma—M? and chairman of the relief and 
rehatulitaiioo committee for the 
refugees and Rashed Khar Menon— 
MP and general secretary of the 
Bangladesh Workers' Party — toured 
Kath^chan. Takumbari. Karubuck and 
Pancharaianpara refugee canq» on I 
February, urging the Chakmas to letum. 
The Chakmas have been assured thai 
clauses in tlwsr 19-point charter of 
demands will be im^emcnied Bui 
many feel that they have had enough ot 
such promises. 


under contre^ hy the police at Takumba- 
ri and Karubuck. A delegation of 
Jumma Refugees* Welfare Association 
(JRWA) led by Upendra Lai Chakma 
submitted a memorandum to Ahmed. 
The JRWA felt that the refugees should 
not go back as the condition prevailing 
in the Chitx^cfflg Hill Tracts (CHT) was 
not conducive for their return. 

IV Chakmas are also pressing for a 
meaningful ouicome of the ongoing dia¬ 
logue between the Jana Samhati Sunity 
(JSS) and the Bangladeshi government 
to solve the CKT crisis. The United 
Nations High Commissioner for 


By the look of it, the 
third phase of repatria- 
lioA of the Chakma 
refugees in Tripun is 
unlikely to take off in 
the near future. 
Bangladeshi commu- 
TRInlK^^ nicaiioos minister. 

Col.(ntd) Oli 

Ahmed's recent visit to the refugee 
camps in the South Tnpura district saw 
(he Chakmas refusing to budge unless 
(he Bangladeshi govemmeni agreed to 
(he terms and condrtions laid down by 
(hem. 


Addressing (he refugees, Ahmed said 
that (he refugees should return immedia- 
iely as (he Bangladeshi government was 
m^y to meet their demands. He poinied 
out that around. 6,000 refugees have 
already been repatriated in the first and 
second phasek. "Not a s ingle refugee has 
come back to the camps in Tripura 
because they were pn^ly rehabilita¬ 
ted. You should understand that (he Indi¬ 
an government will not provide food 
and she Iter to you forever", Ahmed poin - 
ted out. 

But Ahmed's appeal fell on deaf ears. 
Angry demonstrators had to be brought 
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Ominous signs 


The panchayat elections in Darjeeling may turn violent 


E Thc serene bilb of 
D«}eeling may lum 
violenl once ag^n. 
The deciuofi to diet « 
&mglC‘tier panchoyot 
in the area has evoked 
mixed response. 
WESTBeWAL While people in gene* 
nl have welcomed the 
decision, ihe Gorkha National Liben' 
tion From (GNLF), the political force to 
reckon with in the hill areas of DaQcC' 
ling, is divided over the issue. 

Already ONLF leaders have announc* 
cd that ih^ are going to boycott not only 
the pawhayat dections scheduled on 26 
March, but will also withdraw from the 
by-cketion lo the Bongdongra seat of 
the Dai^ling Gorkha Hill Council 
iDOHC) to be held on 22 Pebreary. TV 
by-ekctkA follows GNLF councillor 
C.K. Pradhan's resignation from (he seat 
Gorkha leaders like Chiten Sherpa — 
councillor and a popular leader from 
Sukhiapokhri — feel that it will not be 
wise to stay away fnmt the poncHayats 
as the CPl(M) will then romp home in 
the absence of any worthwhile 
opposition. 

There is anothc. group within the 
GNLF think'Unk which feds that the 
party sould take part in the polls, win (he 
seats, and then resign en mosst. thus 
sabotaging the eniirepancAa.vor system 
in the area. But GNLF supremo Subash 
Ghisingh is finn in Ns d^sion to boy* 
cotl the elect ions. His view is that unlm 
(he question of the legal status of DaijeC' 
ling. Kurseong and Kalimpong is set* 
lied, he will not favour eketion of any 
kind. 

GNLF leader C.K. Pradhan's recent 
outburst in Kalimpong against those par- 
tkipaiing in the Bmgdongra IX}HC 
.seat revealed the militant mood in the 
party. In an open meeting at the KaUni' 
pong Mela Ground on 4 Februao'. 
Pradhan gave Thru Sundas. (he CPKM) 
candidate in Bongdongra. (he choice of 
either to withdraw or face death. 
Pradhan threatened that participation in 
the pdU would bring hack the days of 
the Gorkhaland movement. 

Such threats will surely create panic. 
But CPI(M) Icklers are ^imisiic that 
elections will be held peacefully. Accor¬ 
ding to Anup Mitra, secretary of (he par- 


A BMCiXE EFFOITT: OU Ahmed 

Refugees and the International Red 
Cniss have been a^d to intervene. 

Later, talking lo Sondayui Takumbt- 
li. Upendra Lai Chakina said that in the 
CKT (he Bangladeshi army was interfer¬ 
ing in (he civil administration and (and 
was still being grabbed by the people 
from the plains. He xaid that Ahmed's 
visit was only an eyewash. 

He pointed out thar a meeting of the 
consonium of European countHei giv¬ 
ing aid to Bangladesh has been schedul¬ 
ed in April in where Ihe question of 
repatriation of refugees will be raised. 
According to him, the Bangladeshi 
govcrruncni only wanted to gel more aid 
from these countries and show the world 
that they were sincere about the 
repairiutUm. 

Meanwhile. Ahmed (otd the media on 
2 February that his government would 
allow lime till June, 199S. for the 
refugees torciuni. "Weeannot goon wai- 
ting and have the police and the military 
guard the lands of the refugees which 
were vacated by the plainsmen ." He also 
made it clear that tlw army will not be 
withdrawn from the C'HT uniil ihe pro¬ 
blems with the iSS were M^lved through 
negotiations. 

When asked whether ihe Indian 
government should put pressure on the 
Chakma refugees. Ahmed pointed out 
that faced with a similar influx of the 
Rohingyas. Bangladesh had negotiated 
with the Myanmorese government in 
order to solve the problem. He claimed 
that Bangladesh had successfully sent 
the Rohingyas back lo Myanmar instead 
of using the issue a.s a political weapon 
against the country. « 


(y's Kalimpong zonal committee. "One 
las the right either to participate or to 
boycoa the polls. The GNLF leaders 
will decide what they will do. But in 
case of violence, the pel ice and the admi¬ 
nistration will be given a freehand.* 

B ut Ihe experience is quite Ntter. Elec¬ 
tion boycoci calls given by (he ONLF in 
iJte past have always b^n successful. 
And oAen violence was precipitated. 






T, 
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GNLF supremo Subash 


- I Ghistngh 


Houses were burnt and looted. Those 
who defied the boycott call and went to 
casi votes were socially ostracised. 

As it stands, (be CPI(M) will not be 
able to field candidates in more than 50 
per cent of the 767 gram panchoyot 
seals. Ii is possible thtf in some of (he 
seats, there will be GNLF candidates 
posing as Independents. People are now 
waiting anxiou.sly to see which one pre¬ 
vails — the long-awaited pawhayai 
elections, or the hoycon call. • 
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A friendly 
gesture 


Digvijay Singh hopes to 
win over the trihals with 
his new industrial policy 

li v;cm< Mddhya 
Pradesh chief mini^ier 
Digvijay Singh is 
keen to spruce up Kis 
poNtical image and 
ChleNish his repuia* 
MADHYA lion as a faend of (he 

PRADESH iribaU. Hi» new 

iiwJusirtaJ policy, 
which promises (o look atier (he "inte* 
rests of the people" as against "those of 
(he industrialists" is likely to make him a 
darling of (he masses. At a massive rally 
of fanners organised recently at Hinni 
in the Raipur district. Singh revealed his 
industrialisation programme which will 
give priority lo the Chhauisgarh region. 

Hirmi has been the centre ofa long bat¬ 
tle between the labour union of Bharat 
Jan Andolan (BJA) and the Laiaen and 
Toubfo company (L&T), which is sett¬ 
ing up a cerrient plant in the area. The 
people from Hirmi and its adjoining 
areas have been agitating for quite some 
time. Their dental included full com¬ 
pensation for the land acquired from 
them for the factory. Environment pro¬ 
tection, local employment and other 
benefits also feature in the list^ 

The residents of the neighbouring 
Parasvani v i I iage said that 600 out of (he 
total 700 acre of land has been acquired 
for setting up (he cement factory. But till 
now there has been no registration of (he 
deal and the landowners have not receiv¬ 
ed any compensation. Even though 
LitT has offered compensation, the ratt 
olTered by the company Rs 8,000 to 
Rs 20,000 per acre — is much lower 
than what (be induMrial ordinance 
specifjed. 

Digvijay also projected himself as the 
first chirf minister of the state with since¬ 
re and genuine concern for the farmers. 
And to prove his point, he also decided 
to spend an attire night in a tribd village 
in the interior thbal area of the Raipur 
disuict. He talked to the loc^ leaders, 
trying to get u firti-hond idea of how 
much of the money aihmeJ lor tribal wel¬ 
fare U actually spent on ihem. • 


New kids in town 


Imphal is gradmlly becoming the centre of violent 
insu rgency in the state 


The insurgency situa¬ 
tion in Manipur's 
Imphal Valky — the 
heartland of the 
Meiteis — has taken a 
turn for (he worse. In a 
ttftical move, the mili- 

MANIPUR (ants have taken 
recourse 10 urban guer- 
Klla warfare wiih Imphal and its neigh¬ 
bourhood as (heir base camp. 

In anoihcr developmeni. two import¬ 
ant Mciiei miliuiu groups — the 
People's Liberation Army (PLA) and 
(he Mcghen faction of the United Naiion- 
al Liberation Pmni (UNLP)—have join¬ 
ed hands. 

The tie-up was achieved ater several 
ruunds of secret confabulations between 
Praveen Sharma, alias Ngouba. the 
comm8ndef-m<hief of the PLA. and 
Raikumar Meghen. the UNLF supremo. 
The move reportedly had the biasings 


of *ni. Muivah of the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (NSCN). The 
NSCN boss r^ortedly insisted on (he 
coordination of all the major insurgency 
groups in the north-east to take on the 
security forces and turn the area into a 
second front of desiabilisaiion of India 
after Kashmir. 

The coopendion between the PLA 
and the UNLP has alerted the uuthon- 
Mes. Incidentally, the groups fell apart in 
(he late 7(k because of lactlcal and perso¬ 
nality differences. They shored sanctua¬ 
ry aj^ training fucilitiet in Manipur and 
Bangladesh. While the PLA has a core 
fighting force of 154) miliiums, the 
UNLP has at least 40 trained guenillos. 

Thai the future docs not bode well for 
the state was amply evident on 5 Febru¬ 
ary when the guerrillas went on a bomh- 
ing spme in Imj^l. They were reported¬ 
ly avenging the dcaih of iheir collea¬ 
gues five of whom died the same mom- 


A mission of mercy 


Interplasi, a voluntary organisation of plastic 
surgeonsfrom Germany, holds a camp in Silchar 


WMix-ytai-old Shaia Das had a 
I ckfi bp nod palse—a congenital 
deformity. Her lower ouddlo-dess 
parents could not riiae enough 
money for (he expensive ccarective 
surged. 

Pvmts at eight-fflooth-dd Ntt- 
dao Sioha were facing the same pro¬ 
blem: (he inheu had a clefi Up. Shan¬ 
kar Barman had a gtoiesqae swelling 
<M his cheek and docsbrs wen afraid 
that unless a spe^ wr^ry ws 
done, (he swdling might turn 
maligDam. Boots of depressicie 
drowned Barman as be could dqk 
< ave enough tnoocy for an operadoe. 

But January tin year brougbe 
hope to all of them. A tetHnnmiw 
team of plasik surgeces od parrene- 
dics from the fnakhux-kmid [nter* 
^asi flew down (0 Silchar. They car¬ 


ried out surgery on 115 patients, free 
charge. 

Tlie loterplast team performed a 
series of irukate opentions Involv- 
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OUAmNfi TNC CTTADCL xfcuriry forces in fmphai 


in| in un encounter with the Manipur 
Kine> and the police. 

The guerrillas — trained in the neigh¬ 
bouring Kachin forests in Myanmar and 
ulsoin Bangladeshi- ran ber^eri. k^by- 
ing powerful Chinese-made grenad^ 
inside ihe Raj Bhavan premises. Two 
children were killed in (be bUsu. 


The number of such daring incidents 
in the state is on the rise. On 5 Decem¬ 
ber. I9Sd. a gang of UNLF militanis 
overpowered five Manipur RiOe^ (MR) 
Jenwns in south Imphal. They snatched 
away a pistol, one sclMouding rifle and 
three .303 calibre riOes along with some 
ammunition before making good iheir 


escape. On two ikher ^Ki^asic^, i50es 
were snatched away frpm CRPF and 
Manipur Rifles ja^-ans iif'hnptaali and 
Ningamihongjao 

It appears that the militants are bent 
on pulling (he .security forces into (be 
Imphal city so (hai the NSCN — an ally 
of Mcilcj secessionists — can have a 
free run in the outlying Chandel and 
Ukhrul disincts. The NSC^ is now 
involved I n a prot mcicd offensive io con- 
solidaie Its poiution in these disiricis. It 
also 10 wants to weed out (be Kuki tri- 
balk fruni ibere. 

Moreover, the guerrillas are also keen 
io eapioii (be sentiinenis of the local 
Mciieis who bear the brunt of periodic 
search operations conducted by the secu¬ 
rity forces. DishKation of normal life 
which comes in the woke of combing 
operations is what the guerrillas ore aim* 
ing at. This may he another reason why 
h(4h (be PLA und tlw UNLF are shifting 
their activities to Imphal. 

Things arc far from normal in the 
ImphnI valley even with niofc and most 
sveunry forces being Inducted. Violen¬ 
ce. In all probability, is here to stay in the 
Impbpl valley. • 



ing scar correcUona. restorttioa of 
bum injuries, cases invdving lip 
clefU and deformed noses aad coo- 
tractions of the hand. Tht two- 
week-long programme was held at 
the Silchar Medtcal C^lege hospital. 

The visit was sponsored by tbe' 
local Satindra Mdhon Dev Chariia' 


BRI N G IN G HOPE: an Interpiast. 
surgeon with his patient 



We Trust. Trust ctMiinnan Subhash 
Moboo Dev said. "We hmS hundreds 
of distress caUi frooi poor pttienu 
who needed wgem corraetkm of 
(heir coagcprtal defects. Plastic sur- 
gep^ facilities were almost non- 
ainern in the nortb-cast. When we 
beard about InterpUsc wc lost no 
lime 10 invite them to Silchar." 

Evoy year ItuerpUst tends out 
(cam W su rge o ns locotntries where 
pi aaiic surgery fad lioes are nidimen- 
Ury. Dnettrs frixn renowned hospi¬ 
tals io Germany take time off during 
die wimer to jc^ ibe mercy mission. 
According lo Dr Andie Borsebe. 
laterplast team leader in Silchar. 
"The leW Id help die bcimanity with 
modem mediese is what has prompt¬ 
ed us to undcflake such trips." 

The bnin behind Imerplast was 
Dr Lemvoc, a veteran Ganrym pits' 
dc surgeoo. During a oip to USA. 

Lemveie was iaye s sed universi¬ 
ty DKdicos uukrtaluDg periodic 
visits to poor nahons in Uuan Ameri¬ 
ca, SAU th Asia and Africa lo offer a 
healing touch. On tas return, he set 


up Inierplast in 1980 and in two 
decaiks* time, made it a Itousehold 
name in (be Third World countries, 

Iruerplasi teams usually carry iheir 
own surgical equipment and medici¬ 
nes. But on (heir way back, they 
leave most of ihe.se behind. The spon¬ 
sors. on their pan. arrange for the 
customs clearance and (he Iran sporu- 
lion of these. According to Borsche. 
care was taken to transfer the latest 
know-how to the local doctors who 
help Inierplast with its mil^sjun. 

Dr Hajo Schneck. a member of the 
Inierplast team to Silchar. made ii 
clear (hai only congenital deformi¬ 
ties. in addition to bum injuries and 
facial rmrifunctions get priority. 
Cosmetic surgery for a face-lifi and 
for enhancing beauty is nevbr 
encouraged. 

Patloits from Mizoram. Manipur. 
Tripum and even West Bengal turn¬ 
ed up at the Silchar camp. After (he 
preliminary screening of 456 
patients. 115 were selected foropen- 
tion by the German team. « 
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State of paralysis 


India is only around 17 per cent compar- 
pj to S5 per cent in the United States. Of 
ihe total KIV cases in the counti>, the 
nmh-east accounts for nearly 22 per 
cent. 

Organisations like the Nehru Yuvak 


State governments in (he north-east are accused of 
going slow on AIDS control programmes 


' I With the AIDS sccna- 

^ ho in the north-east 

looking gloomier day 

r f'y “ courtesy 

T dng addicts and thi 

\/ shahflf of syringes for 

^ I the purpo^ — the 
NORTH EAST Assam govcmmeni 
has drawn a Um of flak 
from the National Aids Coning Organi* 
sation (NACO) for freezing funds from 
the Centre and the World Bank for this 
purpose 

A lot of activity was witnessed ever 
since the Assam AIDS cell of the NACO 
WHS formed in 1993 at the instance ctf the 
state government. Assam already has 
150 HIV.positive cases, giving il the 
second position after Manipur (upwards 
of 3.300 ca.ses till September. 1994>. 
Nagaland comes third with nearly 120 
cases, followed by Mizoram (72), 
Meghalaya (45) and Arunachal Pradesh 
(one). Tnpura. so far. has been able to 
escape from the clutches of (his deadly 
virus. 

According to the NACO. the Assam 
government is yet to utilise the flnt 
instalment of the Rs 50 lakh it received 
to fight and control AIDS in the state. 
Nearly Rs 12..^ lakh given by the NACO 
in 1993 was allegedly lying idle in (he 
stale trea.'^ury as (he government was 
unable to furnish the accounts. As a 
result, the state government could not 
draw the rest of the stipulated sum dur¬ 
ing 1993-1994. 

Peeved at the state government’s 
indiffereoce, NACO adviser D, Sengup- 
ia said: "Ever since NACO was form^ 
in 1992. the organi sation has been provi¬ 
ding funds to all the states for AIDS con¬ 
trol. But Assam has not utilised its 
share.'' According to Sengupta, A&sam 
is not the only stale to drag its feel over 
(he problem. 

During an AIDS camp called ’'Oini- 
cal Management and Diagnosis of 
AIDS", (xganised in the stale capital 
jointly by the Guwahaii. Dibrugarh and 
Silchor medical colleges. Assam health 
minister Bhumidhar Barman said that 
the accounts of the first insialmeni for 


64 







$HU8HAAQUPTA 


Tell me a story 

Doordarshan is settling down to some nice, old-fashionedfiction 


We are finally gelling 
a breaX from senala 
pretendictf lo be 
13«part Hindi movies, 
with their suave gang¬ 
sters, savvy cops and 
women in blonde 
wigs, Three Doordarshan serials which 
began a few weeks ago on Channel One 
are sealing down to nice, old-fashioned 
stories where there are ordinuiy men and 
women, note of them brandishing guns. 

In Kihiiij Yfh Nahin {Monday 9.30 
pm), u young, pretty widow, who is ^ill 
madly in love with the memory of her 
husband, is being besieged by the gentle 
ul fectiuns of another man. 

She stares at her husband's photo* 
graph, kept at her bedside, in anguish. 
She also dutches it to her bosom. Mean* 
whi le, the lover who i s not an aggress i ve 
sort but believes in persistence, hegs her 
to meet him, Ai least, wc can he friends, 
can’t we, h« implores, 

The serial also has Vikram Gokhalc 
in a pivotal role: he plays the g i rl' a father* 
in-law who is very supportive and very 
loving, and whi> wants her to marry 
ag;ain This is yet another Doordarshan 
ulleinpi at breaking the slereuiypc of the 
bigoted in*law whose concern stops at 
(he son, and Gokhale docs a pretty good 
of it. <Hc seems to be 
(he flavour of the season: 
he’s got a strong presence 
in at least two other seri¬ 
als currency on Doordar- 
shon — the mega-hit 
Junoon and (he recently 
btpir\ Ahankaar) 

The leading lady in 
K^kitij Yeh Nahin has a 
winsome charm; so has 
the serial. 

Thodo Sa Aasmaan 
(Wednesday 9 pm). Deep* 
ti Naval'a directorial 
debut, revolves around the life of three 
women in search of (heimelves. 

There's Mrs Joshi. played by 
timer Nadira, who walks out on ho hus¬ 
band after she discovers another reUlion- 
ship in his past. There’s Nashi. played 


by Naval, who also quits her house in 
anger and despair, leaving behind a hus* 
band who is not willing lo empathise 
with her. 

There’s another, younger gid who 


has seven boyfriend problems, and the 
three w^nen are all set to meet ai Mrs 
Joshi's house to share their sorrows. 

Thoda Sa Aasmaan is trying to do 
something quite interesung. It is focuss¬ 
ing on women who possess material 


wealth and (he iMiiw'ard trappings of suc¬ 
cess, but lack vital, nourishing elements 
in their relationships. Asks Nashi's 
mother in bewiJdennent; you have a 
house, car, a husband and a baby. Whai 
more do you want ’ 

Our serials usually du 
noi give themselves 
scope to eaplore these 
deeper, subtler spaces in 
relationships between 
men and women. Someti¬ 
mes. however, the iniros* 
pective bits in Tkodo Sa 
At/smaan become a liltle 
loo self conscious and 
weigh down the 
proceedings. 

Shyam Senegal 
reiums io the box with his 
Amruiv/i K/ Haven 
(Tuesday 9.30 pm), a lei¬ 
surely recreation of a ser* 
ies of classic folk lules. 
Looking ut (hem, you 
realise how fasi*paccd 
other TV fiction has beco¬ 
me: you could, in the mid* 
die of some Unid ban lex 
conducted by Raghuhir 
Yadav in one ka/Hu. go 
off to see what' s going on 
on another channel, 
return after a while and 
find Yadav still in full 
flow. 

Senegal’s pace allows 
him to observe people 
clo&ely and sketch in a 
few delightfully idio* 
syncretic characters. This 
IS story-telling at its best. 

Another story, marvel¬ 
lously recounted is in the 
film F/ied Green 
Tomatoes (STAR 

Movies) with high-voltage per* 
formances from the late ies.sica Tandy 
and Kathy Bates. Catch the re-nin and 
watch out. next week, for Woody 
Allen's Crimes And Misdemeanours on 
(he same channel. * 




Deepti Naval’s ThodaS% 
* Aasamn and Shyam 
Senegal's Amrayati Ki 
pause to 

examine people dosely. 
This IS story-telling at its 
best 


euNOAvit 


as 













HERITAGE 


Memory of the world 


Calcutta's Asiatic Society is drawing much international attention 


Itbwy cotlecuons and aidiive holdings, 
will bing India's rich cultural and Intel • 
Kctual legacy within easy access of a 
large section of the world. Much of the 
UNESCO's effon will aim ai preserving 
(he AS's colleciions, and wilt make use 
of some of the best scientific techniques 
available anywbere. 

Bui with so much to compile. ccJlaie 
and prepare forrcady reference and so lit- 


I nd\t IS not only opening up its econo¬ 
my but its academes iJso. After his 
reccni visit to India, the director of 
the School of Oriental and African Stud¬ 
ies (SOAS). Universiiy of London, has 
hit upon a scheme aim^ at IndO'Bnicsh 
academic collaboralion and. towards 
this end. has singled out the Calcutta- 
based Asiatic Swiety, known f<ir its 
Indological and Oriental studies and 
as the most *appropnatc 


will be able lo Kcess the society's price¬ 
less resource base even without stirring 
from their own insbiuies. 

The A$, declared an institute of n«io- 
nal impoTUnce by Indira Gandhi on its 
bi<entenary in 19S4. enjoys total auto¬ 
nomy. Eminent scholars and academics 
in India and abroad constitute the coun' 
cil which makes policy decisions. 

The AS. which also is the country's 
oldest publisher, has brought out a 
. - -. number of very authentic 

I books of reference. Envi¬ 
ronment and women's 
Issues — two of the most 
pertinent subjects of our 
bmes—have been identU 
j Tied as the new thrust 
_ j areas of research by the 


research 
vehicle' 

Indeed, when rt comes 
to tie-ups with premier 
academic institutes 
abroad, the Asiatic Socie¬ 
ty (AS) has never had it 
so good. The UNESCO 
has decided (hat the 
212-year-old AS should 
be (he only Indian insti¬ 
tute serving as a resource 
base tor its 'Memory of 
the World* progranune 
The Institute of Oriental 
Studies of Moscow, too. 
has undertaken a Joint 
programme with the AS. 

Together, they will cany 
out the gigantic task ^ 
documenting cultural 
links between India and 
Russia dating back to the 
15ih Centuiy. Also, there 
will be collaboration 
with Hungary in the field 
of Tibetan studies. So the 
Asiatic Society is going 
to bring the shrinking 
world even closer to 
home. 

At least (bat is what it hopes to do. tie space at its diposal. how will dw AS 
The Indo-British chapter of this ambiii- cope? Happily, work is underway for a 
ous project will sec the British Council, centre for (be development of cocr^ier- 
London, and che Royal Asiatic Society based typography for 80 Indian and 
working out schemes in tandem with the south-east Asian classical languages 

SOAS. Improved conservation measu- Including Brahmi. Kbaroshthi and Prak- 
res. academic visits and research colla- rit and so oo. The AS has already roped 
borations are some of the thrust areas in a group of artists, cocoputer prof essio- 
identiftediofar. nils and techotcians to develop the type¬ 

face software for these ancieni and classi- 

UNESCO's 'Memory of the World* cal languages Betides, there also are 
programme which aims to preserve the plans (o catalogue all valuable items in 
culmral Identi ry of man and fi ght the for- (he AS archives oo CD/ROM discs. If all 
cea (hreaiMing the world heritage of goes well. schoJan u home and ^roan 


Bui ItK much-hyped. 
Rs l(X)<Tore 'Heritage 
India Museum* project, 
has failed (o take off des¬ 
pite obtaining central 
sanction. Heritage India 
has been conceived as an 
institute to project Indian 
social and culture diversi¬ 
ty through multi-media 
systems. A SO-acte plot 
was alloted (or the pur¬ 
pose. But red tape seems 
to have fouled up things. 
The Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation and the rul¬ 
ing Left Frcnt govern¬ 
ment. between them¬ 
selves, have managed to 
scuttle the move. While 
die CMC is dragging its 
feet over legilibes, the land in question 
has been reportedly handed over to a 
business group for a commercial project. 

Bui Union ccmunerce mioister 
nab Mukhojee, who is also chairman of 
the AS subcommittee, has taken up the 
matter and is pushing it with the Plann¬ 
ing Commission. He has even daahed 
off alerter to JyotiBuu seeking hii per¬ 
sonal intervention. 

And if the problem is soned out, it 
would be the nnt mqjor step before the 
AS Siam going places. « 


When ft comes to tie*iips with {NPcnkf 
acadok Institotcs abroad, the 
Asiatic Sodety has Dew had It so 
good. The sodety wlU be UNESCO*! 
only Indian resource base for its 
of die World* prograntne 











ODDS AND TRENDS 



PCeuttiira 

fl Hcpw does one get lo 
know about AIDS, the dead¬ 
ly diseau spreading through* 
out the worid? Till nvw. 
apart from the shoddily pro¬ 
duced brochures and tnll 
boards, there was hardly 
anything. 

But the waiting is finalJy 
over. Delhi Health Services 
(DHS) and National Insti* 
tute of Informatitm Techno¬ 
logy (NUT) have come up 
with a PC-based interactive 
computer programme which 
will tell the user all about 
AIDS and safe sex. There is 
provision for still and video 
photographs, voice-over, 
graphics and animatioa 

The programme, wnich 
NUT took about one yearut 
develop, is likely to te intro¬ 
duced in schools. The pro¬ 
gramme has already bMn 
handed over to the DHS. 

ItoaRhforall 

■ With hospitalijtation and 
medical expenses going 
through (he roof, we thank 


ourselves if we can keep 
away from (he doctors. And 
only a Iflndful can afford (he 
''luxury^medtcal treai- 
mem in a good hosfMtaJ. 

Bu( gening a decent medi¬ 
cal treatment may not 
remain a luxury anymore. 

Following a recent puMic 
interest petition filed by the 
Consuirtei Educatioo arid 
Research Centre. the Court 
has enlarged the scope of 


SEPARATEE 


Aniclell of Indian Constitu¬ 
tion which guarantees the 
right to live with dignity. 
Earlier, (he Court had 
brought basic education and 
employment under the pur¬ 
view of (he Ankle. 

But (he present judgement 
makes it obi igaiory for cor¬ 
porate managemcni s — 
state-run or private — to 
take care of its workers' heal¬ 
th during employment and 
even after retirement. 


Ma Rsna »CK cu*n*auia>is 



An^MiKhar 

FfenitR 


AfpDta Mamalmha Ba|u 
TQPfgHtaan 


ctty Hants 

■ Delhi will noon be divi¬ 
ded. Between haves and 
ha ve-DOts. Those who are for¬ 
tunate to be included in the 
first group will have the luxu¬ 
ry of centrally air- 
conditioned houses, will be 
able to light up their lawns, 
switch on three refrigerators, 
four televisions and what 
not. For them power shorta¬ 
ge will be a thing of the past. 
The other group. obv i ously. 
will not be so fortunate. 

By 1996. (he residents of 
the New Delhi Municipal 
Committee (NDMC) area — 
politicians, bureaucrats and 
other high and the mighty — 
will have their own dedicat¬ 
ed gas turbine power station 
in Chanakyapuh, The sta¬ 
tion will generate 60 MW of 
uninterrupted power which 
will feed (he NDMC area. 

A s for (he rest of the city, 

H will be the same old story. 
Onicjals of (he Delhi 
Electric Supply Undertaking 
admit that this will virtually 
create a city within the city. • 


MILESTONES 


BANNED: Saeaaingof O gff tf pwn. a film directed by 
Maheah Bhfft. ihrougbOQl Che couRtry. on 7 February, by 
(he dvil Judge of OoraUipur, tuilew ‘objectkinable* 
ponim were deleted. 

ANNOUNCED: Introductioa ^l.ookDrg on whMig, 
from 13Mruaiy,byibeNortbenRaiIwiys.77M 
h^uage vi» on the BhMiMI Bxpmo win be frned 
with lod» Id OMMport vahttlbk doQunena. 

BANNED: Sale odpurdMM of bumot organs. Afl ecL 
timed TrmplonMon of Humon Orgm Act 
1M4> cane into «0Kt from 4 Febniary. 1995. 


akharas. ^ ^ 




DIED: ChonOulil ChanCrttar, MP and AKC 
spokesman, on 2 Febrtury. at hi i residence la the 
Kottbipuri village, near Durg. Madhya Praderii. He was 
75. 

DIEO: KnlpnrMi,loghl. noted freedom fighter and 
revokdsoDary. in CalcDQ^ on 8 FetRXUuy . She was 82 and 
is survived ^ ha soo. 

O^Dt THMm PoHVMl, ftm eleciod chief minister d' 
Rajasthan, on 8 February, after a brief illness. He was 86 
«d his survived by two teghters. 

DIED: C.V.IC ShMtry. noted filmmaker, on 9 Febn^, 
KD Borshey, after a brkd iUDeaa. He was 70 ntd is surviv^ 
by ha wife and three daugitfen. 

MO: OuMon Khon SNfifil. ooieiHM wite. Oct 9 
febnivy. io Kaw MM. He wai63 and b navived by Ui 
wife »d two daughm. 

DIED: AmlM M MrtHir. veaecMtibadon rioter and 
joumaliat. at Bikaner. 00 9 PebRMiry. f{e was 73. 


MNOAT NMW« IM 















KUSUWeHANDAftl 


BBO/NNINC i9FEMUAfir. 1995 


ARIES 


(2f Kto,. h ytApriH 

T hisjusi isn'Mhtf timeto 
lake people or ^itualions 
by w*rm. Pjiiencc and 
pei^cveieiice arc needed in 
large measures Take heed of 
the ads kcc by older 

people. Be ready lo forgive 
and forgci. If you cannui 
bring yi>ur«clf to do w. you 
will be the one who'll hear 
the burden of regret 

TAURUS 


Y <Hjcan play u leading 
role in charily work. 
Suhsiantial sum< can be 
raised lo fund humumianan 
prc^jccth. Adhere siricily to 
rules und regulations. 
HouM'huld HnurKVs should 
not be spent elsewhere. You 
can i ne reas(* y our c ircle ol 
frtends. You'll be riding 
high in the popularity chan. 

GKMINl 


Y ou maybe in danger of 
getting ahead of 
yourself. 1'ake ihing.s one 
stcpuiatime. li is test to 
prepare yourself tefore 
embarking on new 
underuiking.s, Friends and 
acquaintaoccs unr likely to 
respond to calls for 
assistance. Overseav trading 
operations can .suddenly 
stall to forge ahead. 

CANCER 


l2l .Inm' 2f‘Jith> 

N ew markets can be 
established. Launching 
international puhl icily 
drives i.s starred. Long 
journeys completed during 
the course of the week are 
likely to he pioduciive. But 
conditions ai home may be 
rai her try i ng. Loved ones 
may haw withdrawn into a 
shell 


LEO 


i2ijulv~20 Aufun) 

C ondit ions are not 
sufTicienily supportive 
for aiiempis at gening new 
projects off the ground. 
They are likely to fiuk out 
before they gel a loehrdd. 
Your efficierKy is likely to 
put you in the boss's gi^ 
books. Show peopk who 
matter yust hew reliable you 
can be in difTiculi situations. 


I LIBRA 


l2l SefHrmt»rt~2(fOKi<<tter) 

I ibrans can twist even the 
Ivnost stubborn and 
regulation'ininded officials 
around their little fingers 
now. Your charm and 
audM;ity can open door^ that 
are firmly shut a^nst 
members of public. You 
may receive joyful news. 
Pri^s, lover%or 
co> workcfv may have a 
surprise in store for you. 



VIRGO 


l2l AugMl ZOSeptfmhrrt 

N OW IS (he time fix you to 
turn over a new leaf. 
You are likely to have 
enough wilbpower to teeak 
with bad hahiu or past ties. 
You will make an excellent 
impreiston on important 
pe^e in interview 
situations. You are high «n 
the list of promotions. 


SCORPIO 


t2tOcioh€r~20Nty\^mt?eii 

T he working week suns 
on an ea.s> agoing note. 
There should be fewer 
pft.ssures and demands on 
you in occupational and 
busine^ affairs. As long as 
you keep churning out the 
routine work, not much else 
will be expected of you. Get 
busy tying up loose ends 


SAGITTARIUS 


(21 Ni>\emhf>~20 Pfrmhfr) 

H ave personal talks with 
em^oyers or superiors 
if you have something on 
your mind. It seems that you 
have worked yourself into a 
most favourable position at 
work. Your past loy;ihyand 
efficiency can mean ihai 
special favourn are now 
granted. But in*taws may be 
argufneniative and 
interfering 

CAPRICORN 


D on't ex pect people i n 
posi lions of p(>wer to 
muke an exception of you. 
You art strongly advised to 
l^ay it safe. Family or 
household members should 
noi be fmissurcd into sharing 
act! V i tics or out i ngs if i hey 
prefer to slay in and be quiet. 
They may be in a rather 
sullen mood, needing to bv 
alone. 

AQUARIUS 


f2IJafHHin 20^rhfmir\) 

H ave (he courage of your 
convictions. You may 
never get staned i f you w ail 
for otl^ people's support. 

Y ou are likely to te on cloud 
nine as a result of 
developments in your love 
life. Try to spend ti me alone 
with loved ones. Other 
people or complicated 
arrangements may simply be 
an intrusion. 

PISCES 


(2t FtbrMiiy'70Mun:hi 

A ims and goals that you 
have been aspiring for 
can rtow come within your 
grasp. Confidential plans 
can now be successfully 
implemented. Try following 
your imiuiion: don't wait for 
others lo give the go-ahead. 
Romance can reach new and 
wonderful heights. • 


•UMe*T 1 *.^ 1 «M 


























RANDOM NOTES 





HEARD IN LUCKNOW 

CRwyotibiiw pto p itfprb^ln g 
••ft on A MM Wtlll a ARM NM 
tM? 

A CONGRESS MLA ON MULAYAM StNGH 
YAOAV WINNING THi CONfiDENCC VOTE IN 
THE UP ASSEMBLY 




■ y 

Notjgullty? 

|l is becoming tncrea' 
singly clear dui the 
govenuneot migtn not take 
action against ciVil seevanis 
Vinod Pande, Shiroma/ii 
Sharma, M.K. Narayanan. 
G.S. Bajpai, R.K. Bhargava 
and R.P Joshi in collection 
with the RAjiv Gandhi assjb- 
SLoadon case. The Verma 
Commission, looking into 
official lapses that led to 
Rajiv's death, had indicied 
these officers. 

. Apparently, the ministry 
[ of personnel had made out a 
chtfge'kheei against these 
officers und sent it to Ihe law 
minisuy for vetting. In V.P. 
Singh's rime. Pande was 
cabinet aecrttary; Sharma. 
home secretary: Joshi, direc* 
tor, IB; and Bajpai. secretary 
RAW. Narayanan was lUyiv 
Gandhi and Chandra Shek¬ 
har’s IB director, while Bhar* 
gave was Chandra Shekhar's 
home secretary. 

It is not clear what the law 
ministry has said. But the 
matter will eventually go io 
the PMO as the Prime Mini¬ 
ster is ihc so-callcd cadre 
deciding authority (CDAj. 



Thai means all action against 
serving or retired Ml-India 
services officers can be tak¬ 
en «\ly by Naresimha Rao. 

It seems V.P. Singh. 
Chandra Shekhar and L.K. 
Advgnl have separately tsau* 
red these six officers that 

•w>(a*v i*-n I M» 


they wlU take up their case 
whenever il gets to the Prime 
Minister. So. K looks as if 


Rao will find bU wock cut 
out for him if he wants to 
‘punisb" these men. 


Cut out for 
chartty 

Those citizens of ihe 
capatal who have i 
driven dirough Kautilya [ 
Marg before Tamil, Nadu I 
House over the last fc^oighi I 
have been greeted with a [ 
large cut-out of JiyalaJitha 
in the now-^millar di^an- 
ous cape and suee. This is 
not unusual considering that 
the chief minister's over¬ 
sized personality dominates 
all matters concerning the 
state 

But there is mom to this 
cui-oui than JayalaJitbi's 
immense ego. During 
Ponga). she handed Rs 1.5 
lakh in cash to the resident 
commissioner, Pewto 
Raina, to be distributed 
among Tantii Nadu House's 
lOO-o^ employees. In grati¬ 



tude. they displayed her cut • j 
out to best advantage on one ! 
of the tonier streeif of New i 
Delhi. 

Not everyone h happy | 
with the CM. though. They ! 
say that :n J 979-80,M. Karu- ! 
naoidhi Nvould give cash I 
gifts up wRa 500 whUeM.G. | 
Ramachaodran doubled that | 
io 1965. "Taking iaflailon 
into account, she should've i 
given at least Rs 2J00 per 
person,' complained one. 
i^panmtly, Skarad Pawar 
and Biju Pacoaik are also e i 
the haNt of giving out cash 
gifts at their respective 
Mkrvaru. 

So> is it any wonder that 
JayaJalrtha's people feel 
cheated? • I 
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KNOWYOURCHIEFMiNISTERS 



The ta/est in an 
occasional series 


12 ) Laltliantewla 


: A rabN-tumM-poNOCAA. LaRhinhawNi N 
now the samor-most Congressman hi Vm remote 
north-aeetem stale of MUorem. After doing s short stint 
with the underground Uco Netkmei Front (MNF) in the late 
Sixties, Laithsnhewia jomed the then nsecent Congress 
party untt and has worked Oreleesly to make it one of the 
most coherem of the state party wings in the region. 


Bhmt. to the point, and a man with 
the fMi lor the masses. Lairhanhawla prides himsetf as 
being a memtwr ol a aationai party but is firmy toeueeed 
bn regional asprabons. Perhaps beotise of hN saNonty, 
he can afford to cell a spade a specie in a party not 
particular^ knhim for outspoken cM nm 


Has kapt gw Congreea In power for 
needy a decade except for e two-yoar period in the letB 
Eighties when he has (o step down to trnke way for MW's 
Lddenpa. More importantly, has ntairnaineo peace In a 
state whBh has had a troubled history of insurgency. 
Wields soma power hi vanousnorth-eestam Congress tea 


■ WlMllM'tMMtliMly todosWiHtryandmake 

Mizoram one of the better developed states of the region. 
He already has I distinct a^ontage wRh Ms st» bemg the 
second-moet kterati In the country after Kerala. Will fight 
ter the rights of Mizos even if <t means going against ths 
known party Bne. Ha astrtMtg sense of loyaltyte his tribe 
and despises the undue im poriance that the nm-Thbais 

have in the state's buMnessand ecoiwny. 


’• 


'MInramisfor 


iheMizoi.' 


people are welcome to come to Mizoram .' 


'AHthepiiins 




















Switzerland? 
Where la tliat? ^ 

Newsm 6 )* *WKo were 

htitdcil ' Madhav^inh 
So^snki's biO'dau ai ihe 
AlCC heack^uaners after his 
appoinimuni Congress 
geocraJ sccreuiy were intri¬ 
gued by a giitring omission, 
Under ihe Travels Abroad* 
section, iberc was no men¬ 
tion of Swii/erUind. the tu( 
country Solenki had visited. 
In its ^iice. the word 'Euro* 
pe* hod been tilled in, giving 


a 



no indtcaiion as to which 
couoiries In this centineat 
the former minlsier had 
sctuaJly visited. 

But few wext really Mirph- 
aed. Two years ago, on an 
official visit to Switzertand. 
Solanki had paised on a iei* 
ter from an "anonymous 
lawyer" to (be audionties 
asking that tbeenquiries into 
(he BofoTs pay-oft allegw 
lions be stalled. When hii> 
courier aciivliies got into the 
newspapers. Solanki had to 
resign as foreign minister. 

Small wooder then dial 
the very mention <A Switzer¬ 
land is anathema to him. 


QettlnatlMlr 

wlrMcroMad 

When the Prime Mini¬ 
ster, ministers and 
wjor officers speak to each 
other, ihey don't ordinarily 
uae (he ordinary telephone 
ayatem. Their conversatioos 


HEARD AT 24 AKBAR ROAD 

TIM o«ly IMiK fMt A|lt Sli^ 
dMnt do, to iMt g«t ItM fo<Nl 
portfolio, WM to gp o« fMt. 

A C0NG8ESS PARTY OFICE-BEARER 


f 


are carried out on a secure 
network, (be four-dipt RAX 
lele^toie. of which there are 
400 lines. The home ounis- 
uy runs (his diitctly from a 
tekphooe eichange baaed in 
Rama Krishna Pinm. 

But dw day that Ai^ 
Singh resign^ from ihe 
government, even ihis secu¬ 


re network was compromi¬ 
sed. Rv Ouee hours the sys¬ 
tem was infected by a vims, 
leading to s number of cross- 
coonectioDS. lAcredlNy, 
several secretaries to t^ 
g over n m e nt heard the Prime 
Minister discussing Singh’s 
resignation with, of all per¬ 
sons. Subramamam Swamy. 


CHECKLIST 


Pranab Mukherjee as foreign minister: 
tasks ahead 


■ Hm Miolfta Sac# ihi tima of iawaharui Nehru, 
(he Prima Mnlsttr s secfitar« has had a past OaH 10 do 
wflh foropn pohey-maidng. But. aver sinca Dmesh Singh 
fan V. Narasonha Rao haa bean mostly he own foreign 
mMar. Muty hope that iho will change now. 

Assuming, that«. that Mukheriee. who is rafuctant to 
Mw the commerea miftotry. doasnllrmt this 
sssignnisntasaitopgw Hahasmsistadonkaapingtha 
Planmng Commission jM, which is noia good sign. 

■ Tho foaol^ aonriaa: ii was drvfdad into factont 
during J.N. Duat's tanura. Afthough his successor Kns 
Sn^^«a^ Mnl play favourips. ha has tadad to raise 
morala. Sahnsn Haidv. who is Id taka up the assignment 
after him, is capable of reslormg much of the lost 
confidenca. But Mukheriaa wd ba naadad to pitch in. 


■ Baloqow wWw y«inof>s man all-time low. 
Must get Pakistan to somehow agree to reopening the 
Karaclu consulata and. in a ghwand-taka step, ansuri that 
meir Bombay consulate also begnsfunchomog. 

But Benazir Bhutto, barracked by a disconteMed 
mMary. a miMMt Nawaz Shanf, and an mcraaaingiy 
poouhr Imran iOwn. is lea comfeilahli position to 

accommodate al this. 


■ ItoowMiliMtMMMolBo: Looked Kka 
getting better tKA seems on Pie downslide again, Arnahci 

may not embarrass India by asking Ipc the ratHicaUoii ol 

the nudssr non-groMerabon treaty (NPT), BU 4 is 
prass^ that Inoo declare that it wil not produce fissile 
miteriii before the NPT coofarenca A Apni 
Alse, (ha tS has liflltad I ndia's guest for a permanent 
•eat in the UN Sacunty Council to renewed indtt-Paiustan 
talks on Jammu and Kumr. Both issues raguira 
Mukherlai to do a lot or tigiwopa waWng. 


A senior home imnisoy 
ofScial was sorrunoned to 
the Prime Minister's Office 
to explain this lapse. Appa¬ 
rently. Narasimhs Rao tdd 
him. *1 don't know whom to 
complaiA to," This knuckJe- 
has got the home minis¬ 
try wc^ng overtime to 
replace die RAX with soo¬ 
the. more sophistWsied 
system. 


BvttariMVM’ 

Uianlata 

Ministers and 

buitaucrsis have had 
^oui enough of Jafler Sha- 
rkfs late-coming. Some of 
them Kay that the only ixua- 
siod in (he last year when he 
had been punctual wa.5 when 
he presented the railway 
budget. 

At the swearing-in cere¬ 
mony last week luo. Shuritf 
wuN laic. On such occasions, 
(he gales to Asboka Hall arc 
closed after the Proidcm, 
vice-president and the Prime 
Minister arrive. This is lo 
ensure that the area is kcpl 
sanitised. 

But Sharief was late as 
usual. He knocked on one of 
the doors and the guard man¬ 
ning it couldn't refuse entry 
to a miniKier. Then, instead 
of sitting in one of the hack , 
seats. Sharief walked in front 
of Shankar Day^ Sharma. 
who was administering (he 
oath to AjU Singh, K.R. 
Narayanan and Nararimha 
Rao to lake bis place among 
chemintsten. 

Sukhbans Kaur and 
Kumari Seija had to st^uecze 
io to accommodate him even 
as officials glowered. The 
three defence chiefs and 
odter officen. who had come 
in expecting a defence oiim- 
stcr to be appointed, were 
particularly sore at Ihis spec¬ 
tacle. But Sharief rerrwned 
blisifully unaware of the 
strong reactions he had 
aroused among the assembl¬ 
ed company. • 


•gMMv I wn 
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Man for all 
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latest facilitator 
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When will we 
ever learn? 


T hi s i s wi I h reference lo 
I he cover iWey A guimi 
all ixkis (J 2 — I Krtruaf> y 
Muhiyam Singh YWav 
has proved himvlf to he a 
mavcnck poUliciiin by decb* 
ring hiinvlf the 'mesvioh of 
ihe minohtiec' iukI aligning 
with the likeK of Kanshi 
Ram Hin hohnobbmg wiih 
Narasimha Rwi would have 
landed any other chief 
minisierin hiiiposUion in a 
lix, Hi^ political dexterity is 
evident in his moves to curb 
communalism and in the 
way he wins over his oppo¬ 
nents to serve his own 
purpose. 

The recent agitation in 
Uttarakhand arid the ensuing 
trouble in the state because 
of it have been used by Mr 


Yadav’s detrattoR to dism*- 
dil him. Tlwcapenenced 
poJjtician, N I>. Tiwari. took 
this issue up and nutkmuli- 
seJ it. but a sea^oiKd man 
like him sNwId certainly 
agree that given the growing 
divsidence within the 
couniry. it would be unwise 
to let another agitation get 
out of hand. 

Aren't the continuing 
disturbances m Kudimir 
Punjtdi and Assam ksyuns 
enough of the di sasinius con • 
sequences of such agitalMms 
fcff seirHkicffninaiiun?li is 
on (his account that Mr 
Yadav scores full points. | 

[t is in (he miercst of the 
country to support the likes 
of Mr Yadav, ihe only chtef 
miniMcr m orrii.e who dares 
to c hal lengc comm uiul out¬ 
fits like the BJiV 
MsftcfK. Mft. Sriyamnapar 
fWat84ng»l) 

■ Your cover M<iry on 
Muldyam Singh Yadav was 
i thoughtful tme. The obser¬ 
vation that Mulayam has 
become a pawn in inira- 
Congress battles, yet one 
w cth a m imJ of his own, was 
both interesting and valid. 

Mulayam ,Singn Yadav, 
one feels, is the archetypal 
Indian rtria and. in (hisca.se, 
OTK to be nx.kurwd with. 
Other leaders who had 
thought (hal Yadav coukJ be 


Mtimrw Yndnv: vury much hic own men 



put down easily have been 
proved wrong time and 
again. 

The one big feather in his 
pol itical cap is that he coni i - 
nucs to iM^d so mud) sway in 
his home St aic, despite U Itar 
Pradesh being one of the 
most politically sensitive 
and restive stales. 

No doubt Naraslmha Rao 
knows what he is doing as he 
hacks Mulayam Singh 
Yadav. And I have a feeling 
ihiTheis doing right. 

Stfahffi# i jQ g i 9km. 0om6#y 


Wrong 

diagnoftis 

T his is with reference lo 
the artick 77re thforrt of 
M’nVurhy Maj. Gen. 

Ashok K Mehta <29 Janua¬ 
ry4 Nbfuary I 
The observaiion that he 
has made regarding (he insur¬ 
gency pntMcms in the north- 
rust is Iaud4ihle But. the 
remedial measures that he 
has put forward to counter 
this problem arc highly 
objcctionabk. For instance, 
he has rv iterated (hat the 
government should pump in 
more security forces. I 
would like to remind Maj. 
Gen. Mehta that the Indian 
government has been dtiing 
the some since Indqtenden- 
ce (sometimes the army per¬ 
sonnel in (his area numbered 
more than (he civi I popula - 
tion) and it hasn't s^ved 
anything. 

The turmmi in the said 
region is as i^d as India* s 
Independence. The stepmo¬ 
therly treatment that is bei ng 
meted out to this region by 
the Centre has funher helped 
to aggravate the situation. It 
K high rime that the govern¬ 
ment DM to approach and 
&<^ve dus proMcm through 
politica) n)ean.s (as it is a pcAh 
deal problem) and not by sen¬ 
ding in more troops The 
security forces in the nonh- 
east have so far had a bad 
human nghts record. There 



Iho army in thn north eaat 
nmaontodM 


is a general sense <>1 discon¬ 
tent among ths* pisiplc reyitr- 
diligthcKicticsuMXlby ihe 
army. It is Icaivd tlhil u tuiiior 
uprising ol the people might 
occur i n the near I'ui tire. Beti >• 
rc this happens, the (Vnirc 
must ivthink and change its 
way ol confronting ihc |>ro* 
hkminthcaicu. 

Maj. Oci). Mehta has siu* 
led that Ihc Naga msiirgcnls 
arc one of the deadliest in 
south east Asia. Ibis may 
prove to be true in u way ihai 
the government has perhaps 
not thought of— it may 
sound Ihc dvulh knell (or the 
security forc'cs opcrai ing in 
thai region. 

L NgtkuLomoa.N0wD*lhl 


Who is secular? 


I n hi5 ankle Woriiiigui 
.secuhris^m (29 January — 
4 February), Vir Sanghvi 
laincntji t!^l 'sccidarsm' in 
India is in danger of extinc¬ 
tion. Perhaps he csiu Id devo¬ 
te space in thk publication to 
delate this issue, and 5iO 
evol VC u plan of action. 

Sunghvi says." Nobody 
diacusscs ibe arguments for 
and against a common civil 
code." I would like to respect- 
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TisriSM^ 


9kl 














fully disagree. Mom 'secuiu* 
rixK mukeasirongCHM; 
ygainsl y ci>numin civil code 
AntX'pnncipyl of (he Pune 
Luw College, in (he proerice 
of a High Court judge, said 
ihui acomnicmcivii code 
inuMhuvc vuri it ion V depen* 
ding upon region and reli* 
ginn ITiOM* cHwsidcrcd u> be 

iiKKleru(es uiiHKig (he 
Muslim imclIcciualN lalk 
on I y about rcformi ng i he 
Muslim Personal Law. A( 

(he sumc (ime, those who urc 
labelled the 'saffron bri¬ 
gade' do not lose any 
of^rtunil y (o pu sh for a 
conunun civil code. L.K. 
Advani, in un interview in 
The fUustruted Weekly of 
Indio. (6 March, 199.^). said. 
"When the BiP talks of a uni¬ 
form civil code, it does not 
contemplate imposing the 
Hindu law on the country. 
Our par* y manifesto has very 
clearly stated that the BJP 
would ask the Law Commis¬ 
sion to examine the Hindu 
law. the Muslim law. (be 
Christian law and (be Parsi 
law and cull out the modem, 
progressive, equitable ingre* 
(bents of these laws and, oo 
that basit. draw up a com¬ 
mon civil code. If some of 
the laws relating to the Hin¬ 
dus today have to go on that 
account, they have to go. For 




example, dtf Hindu Undivi¬ 
ded Family Act may have to 
go. Whatever bas to be done, 
has to he done for all.” 

I would like to enter this 
letter as my contribution to 
(he begir..uog of the debate 
which Sanghvi has rightly 
said IS nece&sary I agree 
with him that “if secularism 
does not survive, then India 
doesn'teilhef^ 

Aene* V. Cna»pw<». 0 o<ntey 
(WMamanni 


Mind your own 
businoM 


oniuCtandhi being 
n«iiiH:da> IrKlia'sreprc- 
semahveat the I’NfThe 
SimmfiK'Mr. 22^ 211 Jan* 
uary | came as a surprise, 
nw VC so in view of the fa^ i 
that II was Boutros Boutros* 
Ghjli. the most ineffective 
secretary-generai the UN 
ever had. who was reported 
to be ui (he root of this rmwef 
Appointing India's reprt- 
se Diali ve at the U N or any¬ 
where else IS India's <iwn 
aflair. What husinesvdid 
(ihah have to do ii? And why 
did the Oovemmeru of India 
feel so obliged to go by the 
man's request? Ghali has nut 
yet been able to ensure (he 
scc’ufiiy of his Coptic Christi¬ 
ans in Mubarak's Lgype but 
he has to order India to send 
oorjoHons (u Somalia and 
the Italian Scmia to represent 
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India f 'Qr. it (be com- 

pulsion^* t^T a Coptic Christi - 
an to help but 1 fellow 
Christian? 

Under any circumstances, 
the Government of India 
should have sought the ver¬ 
dict of (he Indian public on 
(he subject. 

A Qhoeh.. raaaafUSAl 


Asesslon In 

court 


T his is with reference to 
the Supreme Court's ver- 
diciontheCECs "No Pic- 
No Polls' confruntaikon with 
ihc Bihar and 0nssa stale 
governments (Hlwr a rebuffs 
2V J anuary — A February >. 

The ve^K.1 seems io have 
put an end lo the speculative 
mood prevailing in political 
circles regarding the timely 
holding of elections. While 
we are hound to apprcciaie 
the Herculean efforts of the 
CEC 10 cleanse the electoral 
system, we must also admit 
that he has been, on many 
occasions, reprimanded by 
the Supreme Court for over¬ 
stepping his limits. 

Ifthe CHC is obsessed 
with photo-identity cards, 
then it is equally true that our 
politicians are as much 
obsessed with criminalising 
pcditics. The Supreme Court 
verdici has no dmbt dealt a 
blow to the CEC's ‘reform’ 
process. Perhaps politicians 
will make full use of this 
opportunity to bring ahoul 
changes in (he powers gran¬ 
ted by (te Constitution to the 
CEC. so as to rid themselves 
of (he Seshan menace for 
ever. 

P.SamWkanno, riybaraM 
fAotfua Pradaaft) 


His Ilfs, his 
cholcs 


M tShahRauMoham- 
mad has exercised his 
right to freedom of expres- 
MOO in the letters column 



{Nothinfiio be^ayaheut. 22 
-•—26 January). Foircnuugli, 
but he should remember ihal 
this republic, which grams* 
him (hat ftbedom, grants it 
also to each citizen of India 
— be (hey* H indu or Musi i m, 
heterosex ual or homose xual' 
On what grounds dues Mr 
Mohammad claim that 
'some sort of c«rcion or 
threai' is involved in most 
homosexual relations'’ Can 
he prove it, or is he JusI 
hurline abuse in the air, con¬ 
fidently behaving nobody 
will take h i m up on that ? 

It is unimaginable that 
someone can write off a 



Agayeoupia? ttwy dMt 
(•ok tfwwMOAOd 


whole community uf people 
in this ad hoc manner. 

I (is my plea to him ihai he 
open his eyes to reality; that 
he realise that if there is any 
coerciofl or threat or briheiy, 
it Is mainly because a society 
comprisi ng people 1 ike hi m 
finds it difficult to accept 
any di versity amidst it. 1 f a 
natural instinct is forcefully 
denied lawful expression, it 
will find perverse ways of 
doing so. 

I dunk our Const) lulion 
should accept the citizens' 
fuodamenial ri^i to sexual 
orientation. 

OwM Khan, NVdambatf 
(JUtdhmPndaoltf 


‘t** 











mn rmMVi^cu 



■ Mr A^un Singh's 
expulsion is only » nilcr. 
The full picture will be 
ttere for ftll to sec on tbe 
Dttional screen from 11 
March. 

KLSfiwMA&fF 

sptykesman. predicting 

gi'fWr troubU m the 
Congftu /^r the resutts 
(^theAssmbtypoUs are 
declared 

■ The personi wiiUngio 
leave the party for Mr 


Siagh can be 
counted on (he fingen. 

V.C.SHUKLAf/ntan 

parliamerdary cffairi 

mmUter 

■ I scill do not feel myeelf 
ou(ude die ambit of (be 
party. 

AajUN SotCtLopefferf 
Cong leader 

■ I aoi io favooc of umty 
and revocation of all 
suspensions and 
exf^sraru. 

N.D. TIwam. senior 

CangrciMl) leader 

■ Our scot^ forces are 
enable of giving a 

banting reply to Pakistna. 
Bui we have to CDMU our 
M ingi and find a adigioa. 

Chavak.I/Mor Mp» . 
mMster. assartafithel^f 
Sobha tJtlAdlawas 
eanfldiMafdefeatiieg 
FeUetmlnawar 


■ Ifl am given the 
opportunity to head (he 
coumry. I will $l( down and 
qy. 

TJf.SESHAN. chiVif 

eUcdon eorrmissioner 


■ I am (he bulb, you are 
(be gatemor. Please keep 
supplying power. 
otfaerwiK the bulb wiU go 
off 

LttiOO Prasad Yadav, Cht 

af^J^r. addressing an 
Section milv 


mn^JAK mUltattisa 
Dwdi nrarc wary peraoo. 
but (he noth-eiMem tribal 
is very arrogant. If a 
aorth<aaiera (rihal lays an 
ambnih. only God can save 
yoB» 

OP.KALia»K.cM<f<!f 

sitgi Batttm Contmoa^. 
remarktHgontheftorvreef 
Umirtettcyinthe 
narth mm 


M Iftheteisanage'limit 
for sportspersons, then 
there has to he on age*limn 
for sports administraturs 


Stn^ IL GAVASKAA/nmier 
Test cricketer 


■ We must stop gyrating 
our hips in the movies. We 
look very frustrated, like 
animals trying to discover 
sex. 

KAMALAHASAN.^/ffl actor 
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Ayurvedic combination, 
acknowledged since hme immemorjo( 
of ^4 precious he/i>5 ond mrnerols suc/i os 
Amber. Keshoc Moti, Swarno- 
Mobfirlc, Abbroi Sbosmo ond pure 
Shifojit. All m each power-pocked 
303 capsule. 

That's 303 A force rfiof he/ps your 
mind ond body to ocb/eve their peaks 
— by activating ond commanding 
your inner-mos^ potenfia/. 
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lend u> wofk agaiONi ecorKHntc 
efTicicrwy. 

*nKKJgh N«ra.^imha Ran dues not 
neces^ly share (his view, mnsi ecuno* 
mjsiv would accept that the move inio 
any kind of market •dominated system 
ntusi he auromponied hy a renM>vil of 
such distort ions. 


T his IS fair enough, but U is the other 
aspects of the Right Wing ruvolutioit 
ih« worry me slightly Politicil dehate 
in India Is largely a middle class i^reno* 
menon. You could argue that, until 
recently, the educated middle class has 
set the political agenda. 

In 1971. the dehaic between Mrs Gan* 
dhi's 'snctalisi* pulkics and the Opposi* 
tion's preference for a market was con¬ 
ducted within the middle class. All such 
debates, even If they affect the interesis 
of 1 ndta'.v vaM underclass, arc conducted 
by the middle clasv whkh secs itself as 
representing the interests of all Indians. 

Bui of late, there has been an Increa¬ 
sing tendency fur (he middle class to see 
Itself b a natkxi on its own. Wc have all 
heard the statistics. India has 2(X) mtl- 
Ikm middk class people. It has a vast 
market for ennsumer goods, and these 
2(X) million form one 4>f the world’s lar¬ 
gest hanks of technical eapetlisc. 

All this may well be true. But the mid¬ 
dle class docs not live in outer space. It 
lives in India It interacts with the under¬ 
class every single day. 

For most of this century, the middle 
class ha^ made vast saLTificcs because it 
ivct>gnises thai it is fortunale to have so 
much in a country where the majority of 
the population has so liale. 

It is not as though Indians could never 
have afTorefed Ray-Ban sunglasses or 
Sony T^s. It was (hat we made a con- 
sCKWS decision to do without the 
modem cchsumer goods while we buih 
iiur Infrastructure. 

It may well be that our economy is at 


VIRSANGHVI 


Breaking the s 


The middle class ’ love affair with its own 
enrichment endangers Indian society 


One view — the 
cynical one — «if 
liberal democracy 
IS (hat it instiluiiCH 
naJiscs the 

payment of prutec* 
lion money. The 
people who contri¬ 
bute the must to 
the slate are usual¬ 
ly the ones who take ihe least out of it. 
i^rhaps, (his is how it should be. 
Because the rich pay more taxes, the 
poor can lake advantage of the benefits 
ofl'ered by the state. 

This is a global phenumcnon. In the 
UKi many of the peo^ who pay the 
highest taxes opt out of muc h of w hat (he 
state provides: the National Health Sct; 
vice, the educauun system, eic. Likcwi* 
se. most societies accept that those who 
need the least must pay the most, so that 
those who need (he most can pay the 
leasi. 

Over the last decade or so. this view 
has come unda increasing aiiack from 
(he Right in the West The dumestic com¬ 
ponent of Ihc Reagan revolution was 
about paying less taxes and cuiimg 
government expendiiurc on nearly eve¬ 
rything except defence. Mrs Thalcher 
dismantled the Welfare State and decla¬ 
red. "There is only one hand-out that 
most people want — the government’s 
hand out of their pockets " 

The insularity of the Indian economy, 
and to a certain extent, of Indian poIUi- 
caJ thinking ensured that our polity mis¬ 
sed the Right W^g's revolution of (he 
]9BCh. Bui now. with globalisation and 
the deregulation regime, these ideas are 
finally being debated in India 
At one level, (be debate is about mar¬ 
ket distortions. The problem with subsi¬ 
dies and (he like is that (hey mangle any 
kind of martlet system and prevent effec- 
live measure.^i of supply and demand 
from being obtained. Moreover, (hey 


(he stage where (he produciinn of fancy 
consumer gntds docs noi interfere with 
infrastruciuraJ deveUipmeni. But whal 
worries me IS (he middle class' total 
obsession w ith ihc benefits of (he con¬ 
sumer goods boom. itH belief (hat* (he 
undealass simply does not matter and 
its tendency to sec itself as a floating 
200-milliun-strung nation that exists on 
Its own. Forget about sacrifices, the mid¬ 
dle class now believes that it does not 
have to even acknowledge the less 
fortunate. 

I t is not difncult to see why ihi.s should 
be a worrying (rend. Indian 
democracy, like most other liberai 
democracies, has itperati.'d on the basi.s 
uf a »uciii] conu ad. The middle class has 
been conscious of how fonumue i( is and 
has evdved a political agenda that takes 
into account die interests of the pour. 

But r»w. that social eontraci ix in 
danger of being broken. No matter how 
(tften Naraaimha Rao and Manmohan 
Singh talk about poveny alleviation, the 












iai contract 



iWn>ocracy liu> surviVLXl 
for so long iti InJiu is 
because, drspiic Ihc huge 
dispahties, (he upper and 
middle classes have 
managed \o convince (he 
(Hior (hy( I hey do care 
ahouf their welfare. Con- 
s«|uen(ly. Marxist revuludonarics have 
lound It dinkuU ii> mobilise 
disct>n(en(meni 

Bui all ihai is changing. The Indian 
middle class is beginning to pride iiself 
on its distance from other Indians. I 
can t he the only person who Onds (he 
vurreni trends in conspicuous consump* 
non 10 he truly revolting. There is some* 
thing as obscene about the huge salaHes 
and prolio being earned Ky those in the 
financial sector wIki d<in'l actually pro* 
ducc anything. 

It is naive to uci as thixigh this trend 
will not lead to increasing social ten* 
Never has the old cliche about the 
dirTcrcflce between Bhurai and India sec* 
med more appropnatc. Yt»u and 1 may 
think that l^loo Yadav is a buffimn. We 
may not understand the secret of 
Mu I ay am Singh', appeal. We may he 
hofnAed at the prospect of Bui Thackc- 
ray ruling Bombay. 

Bui that. I suspect, is the future. The 
middle class is losing control of its hold 
on (he political system hecuuse it no 
longer understomh India and its cihi* 


The middle class’ view of Uberalisation is not that we have abandoned a 
regulatoiy regime in search of neater economic efficiency. It is that 
the middle class can finally get all the goodies that it has been 
denied for so long—and the poor be damned 


middle cias.s simply docs not want to 
listen. Their view of liberalisation is nut 
that we have abandtmed a regulatory 
regime in search of greater economic 
efficiency. It is that the middle class can 
llnully get all the goodies that it has been 
denied for so loog — and the poor be 
damned. 

The most obvious consequence of 
(his change in aKitude is tha( (he middle 
clats .no longer undemands whai the 
underclass is feeling. During the Andhra 
election, nearly eveiy political observer 
(uiolly undcrcsiimaied the impact of 
cheap rice and prohibition on rural 
voter.s. Narasimha Rao made matters 


worse by discussing furcign exchange 
reserves at his election incciing<. only to 
find that the poor did not core. 

Something si mi lar is happen ing in the 
north. The middle class has less i^ less 
influence in setting the political agenda. 
Because (he people perceive that those 
ai (he helm of the naikm'State are 
unmindful of their interests, (hey have 
returned to (he loyalties (hut preceded 
the emergence of the naiion-siate. Thai 
b why cade and religion arc such big 
issues a( elections. 

I used (he icnn *pru(cciion money' 
only pMly in jesr. One rtasnn why 


cents. More importanu the poor are 
beginning to fed angry and let down. 

Thi!» is not (u say (hat the re I onus 
^ould stop Or even to state that they 
should be 'sold' better to the masses. 

My point is more basic. It isn't the 
reforms or (he packaging that counts. 
The diiy we start .seeing ourselves us mid¬ 
dle class sof^jsiicaics first and as Indi* 
ans seamd, then there goes the MK iaf 
conlract. 

4 

Artd (here come (he scKial icnstons 
that such an altitude is cenain to 
unleash. • 

iWM 4r» na fiMvw wnwpotf 
flU cuO iBni wUh my Ktml Vtmt, 







FOR ALL 



Matang Singh is Narasimha Rao 

latest facilitator 



u niiniskrv vun huw Mokcii 
up l<» a iruirc hostile ret.'uptkon 
thuT) Mtiiun): Sin^h. the 
nmiistci of 
»iaic For parlinmeniury 
Affairs. Nu sooner did hi> elevation hit 
the headlines than the complaints began. 

At least, some of the bitching was 
prompted by pure envy. Singh is a first* 
term Rajya Sabha MP‘^he made it to 
the Upper House in early 1992. And (be 
Rao government is not keen on eleva¬ 
ting tirst'ierm MPs. Both Satish Sharma 
and Salman Khur^hid got 
their ministries because 
they had managed the dif¬ 
ficult feat of getting elec¬ 
ted to the Lok Sabha Irom 
Uttar Pradesh. As a Rajya 
Sabha MP from Assam. 

Singh could not make 
similar claims for his 
own elevation. 

Then, there. the 
resentment over Malang 

Singh'.s huu:es» in 

building a suppem base 
for himself. Most new 
boys to Pariiamcni hang 
around unccruinly. 
hoping to catch the eye ot 
their seniors. Smgh. on 
the other hand, has the 
.support of a looss cemfe* 


deration of around .Ml\druun 
from vanouN slatc>. 

As if all thiv wasn't cruiugh to pio* 
vukc jealousy, there is alM) Singh's 
extraordinarily-close rclulinnship with 
Narasimha Rao, In the early days of 
Kao's prime minisicrship. Malang was 
seen as an adjunct to the PM's favourite 
astrologer, the lean and hungry N.K. 
Sharma. But of late. Si ngh has struck out 
un his own. and while Sharma’s access 
has been limited by the unremltiing 
hostility of some members of the PM's 
inner circle. Matang has flourished. 





'•V • 



And finally, there is the Assam factor 
Singh's family is Assamese hy adop¬ 
tion. His great-grandfather shift^ tolhc 
north-east from Bihar and though his 
family has owned tea plunianims there 
for generations, his Rajput origins crea¬ 
te problems within the complex Assame¬ 
se ethnic mosaic. Thakurs. Bengalis. 
Marwahs. tribals and Muslims all form 
a large chunk of the state's pooulaiion. 


NARASIMHA RAO 


By ghing Matang 
Stngh an official 
statu*, tho Prime 
Minister I* trying 
to break free of 
the sleaze factor 
andoffera 
legitiinate route 
to aM those who 
wish to reach him 
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bui (here u cmtHritHis 
lo rcjktrict political 
purticipaiion to ethnic 

A’^sameu*. Nobody can deny hit detennination. He has survived everything 

lik^Matlg smgT W* rtvib have thrown it hhn, and even his very election to the 
in natinnal poliiicA. there Rajya Sabha demonstrated Mtonishliig acumen. And H is that 
un?m hfn. !is‘^ acumon that Rao needs. With the Assembly election results 
outsider. In SinghS case, coming up, he may require all of Singh’s detennination 

ihe lalCN have become 
ctnbelhshcd with fitiion. 

In the aftermath of his appointment, it Du ring the Rajiv Gandhi cru, be made 

was even suggested that 1^ waN a mem- a icnUlive tnmsition lo tht national 
her of the Bihari coal mafia, who had scene, when the Centre used him to split 
found a seal ofctmvenience from Assam, and divide the Assam Gana Paridtad 
In fuel, Singh’s connections with (AGP). This pruminence was resented 
Bihar ore mofc genetic than current. An by state leaders and he made M»ch power- 
Assamesc speaker, be does not own a fill enemies as Hiieswar Saikia and San- 
house in the sidle and is much happier tosh Mohan Dev. 
with tea than coal. The stale chieflains had two principal 

grievances against Singh. First of all. he 

B ut then, Maiang Singh is no .manger busied himself with creating a base m 
to controversy. He joined the the stale AssemMy. A pathological 
Congiess in 1^77 when u was out of empire-builder, he founded his own fac- 
power at the Centre, and stuck with Indi- lion of MLAs who owed him pef»nal 
n Gandhi when the party split. At that loyalty. 

lime, his amhitions were regional and he Then, be budted ihc chain of com* 
soon became a power to reckon with mand. Local dignitaries do nM court the 
because he could get things dooe. mighty at the Centre without going 


through state leaders. Singh went 
directly to the lop. 

After Rajiv Gandhi’s death, he made 
himself u.w;ful to the new Congreu 
leadership. Soon, he became a regular 
fiAture at Narasimha Roo’s Race Course 
residence, where his peculiar mixture of 
can-do bravado and naivety won him a 
certain affection from the Prime 
Minister's persrmal staff. 

It also woo him Rao's confidence. In 
1992, when a Rajya Sabha seat fell 
vacant in Assam. S i ngb was ju si orte of 
the 4fI possible candidates whose names 
were forwarded U> E)elhi by Saikia. To 
the chief minister's horror, the Prime 
Minister picked Malang Singh. 

But nothing is certain in politics. Rao 


MhtaV»f<OM>v 4HKWI1MS 
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PROFIIX 


cleared Singh% name and flew off lo 
Maumius. The A^%mt leadcnhip duly 
nominated Singh» bur made ir clear that 
he w as the sccorHl of r wo Congress camli- 
daieii in the fray. In effuci. ihi« meant 
that Matang Singh would lose. 

If you added up all (he Con^s^ 
second* preference votes, then Singh 
had Just 22 out of the 41 required for vie- 
lory. In despeniUim, he turned to Bodo 
MLAs. who agreed u> suppon him. Bui 
he was still seven votes sl^it of victory 
and both Saikla and Saniosh Median Dev 
vowed (0 ensure his defeat. 

But Singh is nothing if 
nol resourceful. On the 
eve of the election. 

Congress ML As revolted 
and ca«t their votes for 
him and not for the first 
candidate. To Saikiu's 
a«;ii>nivhmcrti. Matang 
Singh became an MP. 

The state Congress 
considered disciplinary 
action, but found that it 
did ruH have a leg to stand 
on. After all. Singh was 
an official candidate, so 
ihc MLAs had noi been 
disloyal in voting for 
him. And as for his role as 
the second'prcference 
candidate, thai in itself 
was a flagrant violation 
of Delhi's dictum thoijic 
should be the party's Hrsi choice. So. 
how could Singh be penalised for that? 
After ihiii. Matang Singh has never 
hxikcd hack. 

W hui makes him so useful to Nara* 
simha Kao? Mainly, it is his abi* 
lily lo keep his car lo the ground and u> 
cultivate MPs, 

The criticism that is most often level* 
led against Rao within (he party is (hat 
he is a cool, aloof figure, who never docs 
anything for anybody. To an extent, this 
reflects on Rao's own charmless man* 
ner. But it is also a rcfluciion on his 
political managers. Dospiie the presence 
of a political secretary and a minister 
state at the Prime Minisler's Office 
(PMO>. MPs still feel that the Printe 
Minister has no time for them. Nor is 
Roo well-informed about the mood uf 
the party. His parliamentary manage¬ 
ment. for initince. has plumbed new 
depths in (he V.C. Shukla em. 

h is ihis communication gap that has 
provided the likes of Chandra Sworn! 
and N.K. Sharma with the opponuniiy 


to present themselves a.v fadliuiors to 
and others who wish to gci dvough 
loRao. 

By giving Malang Singh an ofOcial 
status* Ron is trying to break free of ihe 
sleazy factor and offer a legiiimoie route 
lo all those who wish (o cvach him. 

Already, over the pasi week. Singh 
has been busy pacifying MPs and 
arninging fur. tem lo meet (be Prime 
Minister, With a hit oTluek, his presence 
will offer the frusiraicd Congress Portia- 
mentary Parly on aliemoiive to V.C. 
Shukla. who is, if anything, even mure 


about the Bihari coal mafia has found its 
way into print in the aAermath of the 
CaNnet expanskm. 

Then, as hard as Singh may try and 
shake free of it, (here l.s the sleaze factor 
associated with N.K. Sharma. Because 
Malang Singh's background has remai* 
ned relatively unpublicised, many 
Congressmen siiU see him probably 
unfairly — a.s an extension of N.K. 
Sharma, 

Moreover, Malang Singh will also 
face the problem that anybody who i> 
pun uT the Prime Minister's cittle of 



Most new to 
Pariiement hang 
around uncertainly, 
hoping to catch the eye 
of their seniors. 
Matang Singh, on the 
other hand, has the 
support of 
around SO MPs 


distant and aloof than Rao. 

That, al \c9Sl, is the theory. But in prac¬ 
tice. it could well go wrung. While 
.Singh has certain strengths, he also focev 
.several handicaps. His nvals in the 
Assam Omgrevv have not tired of bad* 
mouthing him: even (hai i>ld canard 


aides and ad visors has to cope w i i h' inter* 
necine rivalry. Just as Jiieudra PrasiiJ 
and Bhuvanesh Chaiurvcdi fought, aiKl 
just as Ihe Prime Mmisicr's personal 
sUiff is divided among ihi>se wtx) 
genu licet before hia sons and those who 
don't. Singh will 111 id ihat there is no 
shortage of people who are icody to puM 
him dow/i. 

And finall), there is hi.s own style. 
Quick to anger, he sumetimes behaves 
like a buffalo jn a porcelain gallery. This 
necdlcs!> aggression mingles uneasily 
with a Inzarrc desire to be liked ;md pro¬ 
duces a peculiar mixture of pride and 
sensitivity. 

But these ore not major handicaps ^ 
not for a determined person, at least. 
And nobody can deny Singh's dciermi- 
nation. He has survived evciything his 
rivals have thrown al him. and even his 
very election to the Rajya Sabha demon¬ 
strated astonishing acumen. 

Il is that acumen that Rao needs. With 
Ihe Assembly election results coming 
up, he may require all of Singh's 
determination. • 
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Birtt SInQh (right) toting tworfl In » a IMon nlilittr hack from polittoni wHtotroMt 

MIXED FORIVNES 

The Punjab Congress committee accuses Buta Singh of indiscipline even as 

Narasimha Rao inducts him into the Union Cabinet 


D espite BuU Singh's despe* 
rate attempts to bury his dif* 
ferences with Beam Singh, 
(here is no sign of (he (wo 
patching up. Immediately 
after his induction into (he Union Cabi* 
net as the civil supplies minister. Buta 
Singh went to Amritsar to pay obeisance 
at (he Golden Temple on)y to face a 
paradoMcal situation. While state 
Congressmen virtually boycotted him. 
he was. surprisingly, felicitated by the 
ShiromanI Ourdwara Prabundhak Cum' 
mirtee(SCPC). 

Except for Joginder Singh Mann, his 
nephew and a former minister of the 
Beam Singh ministry. Sukhdcv Singh 
Shahbaapun. an MLA. and Harjinder 
Singh Thekedar. no one else from the 


state Congress paid my attention to the 
Union miniaier's visit. 

On the other hand, the SGPC, which 
has been openly'boycotting for the last 
15 years state and central Ccmgress 


Buta Singh had been 
atttacking Beant Singh as 
he considered the iatter (o 
be a political lightweight. 

Now he has to patch up 
with Beant in order to 
contest from Puitjab 


leaders during (heir visits to the Golden ! 
Temple, suddenly chose to honour Buta 
Singh. 

wax of acuitlon between the two 
Singhs began only recently when Buta 
choM to lash out at the elected govern* 
meni of Punjab. Buta’s nephew Jogin* 
der Singh was (hen an imponam meni' 
ber of Beam Singh's rmnistry. The chief 
minister's camp maintains that Mann 
was inducted solely because he was 
Buta's relative. Yet Buta Singh chose to 
launch a scathing attack on the »tatc 
government. I 

The aiiack appeared to he a studied 
one, as it was carried out on three fronts. 
Buta Singh accused (he chief minisier of 
having introduced unprecedented cor* 
niption. promoting police repression 











and ignoring dcvdopniemal work. 

Beam Singh retaliaied by shunting 
BuIh's nephew iogindcr Singh from an 
imponani ministry lo jn insignificani 
one However, this failed to reign in 
Buiu who pcrAi.stccJ with his campaign 
againsi the Punjab CM. In his next retail' 
aiury move, Beam dropped Mann from 
the ministry. 

Observers IkIicvc that Huta Sin^ ; 
wasn't expecting to come ou,\ of his 
xeve n-and 'a^haJ Syear-old political 
exile iind Beam Singh, too. had written 
him off us a spent f orce. 

And now, Bum's induction into (he 
Union ministry has caught both 
unawares. 

B uia Singh, an orphan, wa» supported 
hy the SGPC through his school 
days to postgrad uati on. He studied in a 
Khalsa Gumiai school at Putlighar in 
Amritsar. Later, he went to Bombay 
after his graduation u» work for a Punja* 


NEWSBEAT 


hi magazine (here. While working, he 
became a postgrviuaie with a scIk^V' 
ship from ^ SGPC. 

Later, he became an MP on an Akali 
Dal ticket. Sul^equemly. Buta joined 
the Congress led 1^ Indira Gandhi and 
wax made u general secretary of the All 
India Congress Committee in I97K. He 
remained with the Congress through 
thick and dun. After Mrs Gandhi' s assa-s* 
sination. Buta Singh continued to find 
favour with Rajiv Gandhi. He wax elec* 
ted to the Lok Sabha twice from 
Rajasthan instead of hlx home stain 
Punjab. 

Now that normalcy has returned to 
Punjab. Buta will have to amiesi from 
the state. In which case, be would need 
Beant Singh's support Hence, today it's 
more important for Buta Singh to patch 
up with the Punjab CM than vice versa. 

But it appears that before his uncxpec* 
ted induction into the Union Cabinet, 
Buta Singh kqM lashing out at Beam 


Singh in the belief that he would never 
have to depend upon the latter whom he 
considered a political lightweight. 

Ironically, the tables have now been 
turned on him because of his political 
rehahiliiatiM. Soon afier Buta was 
sworn in, the Punjab Pradesh Congress 



ment k iadulgiflg in corrupt pmeti- 
cea. We have challenged everyone to 
[ give tu to ifndavii end we promise 
to take action. It is a baseless 
campaign. 

Then he said that the police are 
indulging in excesses and so o&. On 
the contnffy. the police ere now busy 
doing Bocia] service and buildir^ 
good relations witb che pubbe. He 
has funher nccioed dte govemmetit 
of doing nodevelo^nental work. 

But be should review for hlmseif 
the unprecedented developmental 
week (h«t has tak^ F^ace under die 
leaderehip of Beam Sio^, How on 
we allow Butt Singh to go on wlih 
this kind of vicioiu campago. L as 
(be aertaig president, will never aliev 
this kiod at indiscipline by anyone. 
We pve him a long rope but he never 
restrained himself, 


**140 has to answer the 
show-cause notice" 

State Con$ress president Harcharan Singh Hero on 
the action against Buta Singh 


SuMDxv: Hava you Iwiad a ahow* 
cauae notice to Bala SlagbT 
Harcharwi Slofh Hcroi Yei. we 
have, It has been r^orted in the press 
100 . 

Qi Buta Sfnglihu stated at AmrM* 
ear that Scant Slnih hM Mt told 
any such nocke tod that ym aw 
osly ao actbif pnddast? 

A: What does ^ mew by Uor? Ihe 
show-caDse notice has been issued 
by the Utte DAC 0^)udpUittiy 
Actioo Committee) of which I am the 
chairman, b any caae. Beam Sin^ 
certainly knows abmR it. So wbar If I 
am ti)e actiog presidou? I act oo die 
advice of the president. Ebai is. my 
leader Beam Singh. 

Q: Whal kind ef pawett data the 
DAChave? 

A: In the first pim DAC is an elec¬ 
ted body and not of nomiaattd 
people. Besides me. Dr Kewel Kri- 
shan. the state finance ouniMer. is 


pot of the DAC. !f we have issued a 
show caBatr It has to be based on 

WKMidttrgei. 

Q: What Ok DAC to 


Ai Bata Singh openly criticised die 
CM, Been Sii^. and bis mlniiliy 
without ai^hMis. He said his govern- 



14 


•UMMV 1 »« 











Commiiicc (W*CC) served him a show* 
cause police for iiowing indisciphnc in 
Ihepany. 

VVhat is significani is that Buia was 
mode a Cabinet minister on February 
and I he shnw-cause notice was dated 8 
February. Obviously, chief minister 


Beam Singh knew Singh was 

going to be elevated, *-<> 

It may he recalled thah'^utfer^ngh 
was declared rtfnik^wi 
led) 00 2 September 1984,'along wiw 
(he late President. Giani Zail Sing^, by 
the Akal Takhi for his role in OperaBon 


Singh was 





Q: But BdU Singh dalmed at 
4mrllttr that his dlffemicci wiBi 
Bmt Shifh have been aorted out 
So wtfl you now wUhdrtw Ibe 
notke? 

A: No, never. The question of with* 
drawiog die notice does not arise at 
all. If he does not reply within 15 
days, we shall surely take acdon. 

Q: Whot kind td foBowtog does 
Bum Singh hove in Punjab? 

Ai Neariy oon-existenl. He is aMaj* 
habi SUeb himself. Hence, they might 
bo looking up to hsm. As far as Val* 
odks are concemcdi they are divided 
among various leaderships. Ha has 
never been in Pumgb after his fint 
term as an Akali Dal bfP. So bow can 
he have a following here? 


Q: Bum 


S&r. 


aaM 0 Mt be uB 


vmmMm mM mhei out Ibak 

dlMfCMHt 

■ > I 

"Butt StB^ opeitj 
critidsedtlieGkfiBeba 
miidstr]'viUiout aoj’ 
bids. He bat stld tbe 
goveraaeat a ludsiging 
fai comy t 

pr«ctkcs~A>« GtB we 
atlow this kind of vicious 
caaqiatp?'' 


Blue Star At that time, he wu the U nion 
mmisfer fur public winis, housing und 
parliamcftlary affairs, 

Indira Ga^hi had assigned him the 
.UsL of negotiating with the high priest 
of the Golden Temple to rclvuild the 
4 lehbijj>hed parts of the Akal Takhi and 
repair rhe Golden Temple. Buia Singh 
had eventually got the tuir sfvo (service 
for (hif» cauve i dtxie under the leadership 
of the Nihang leader. Baba Santa Singh, 
which was not an>rt>ved by a majority of 
Ihc Sikhs. Hver kintc tw deserted the 
Akali Dal after hib Hrsi terni as MP and 
joined the Congress, they labelled him a 
iraiior. 

Since then, he has been on the hit list 
ol sevend lerrorisi groups. Fven today, 
he move^ under the cover of / category 
security. But m»w, the SGPC thinks that 
Buia wiMi'i so bad after all while the 
state unit of his ow n party ib gunning for 
him. • 


At The dMf mlniner never talked to 
Mm. The uuih it that die Prime 
Mininer lad a ulk with Sardar Beau 
Skifh and et^rcated bit iiueouoa of 
toduedsg But Slofb in hit Cabinet. 
BiitBeant5tn|h eapreaiad hit imhap- 
pineal with Butt Slngh'a onalaught. 
Tbsi. the Prime MiONier told me aod 
Bout Sia|h (hat ha would call back 
in half aa hole. 

\ Aad ate be evenuiUy eallad. 
^utt SM^ WM file Am ID come on 
Me line. Ho riedded with Beam 
Singh 10 bttiy me pan. It'a not ei ITi 
BcM $i^ called Mai up ta he it 
pncfakniag. 

Q? Van bt¥« awad iBov-chm 
BoCkai an five oMan lacMIni one 
MP nnd fuir MLAa. Are ebay rrai 
BMantb'fonpT 

At Bacept for ShiMiarpnrt, an MLA, 
and ioglodif Sta^ Mann, Ml 
nephew, oihen have nodung to do 
w^bim. 

Q: Bum Stagh bM add M fM 
•ov OB be wffl M 1^ bb viewo 
aboMBMBtfiAib pKbttdy. Wbat 
doyouany? 

A: Whtt te dote with hii view! ia his 
probtem. But be hai to newer tbii 
Mow<«ineMice. Nobo^ is above 
dttcq>line in die party. 












IMANI-TALK 


MAM SKANKAA A»VAft 


The human face of 



Now (hit 
Supreme Court 
has compelled 
Seshan to reduce 
his sentence oo 
Manmohu) Sin^ 
10 a fortnight's 
delay in the presen¬ 
tation of his fifth 
successive budget, 
those of us who are not into high finance 
have been afforded the opportunity of 
gaining access to the finvsee minister's 
ear. For. in the nonnal course, finarKe 
ministers are so preoccupted till 28 
February with call money rates and die 
Sensex that they have linle tiine for us 
who wish to clear our throats to suggest 
that call money rates are surely not what 
respectable gentlemen should be thin* 
king about — and, er. doe^ Sensex mean 
"sensible sex"? 

So. might I, in my usual unsolicited 
fashion, ask Mannx^an to use the extra 


13 days bequeathed him by Seshan to 
reflect on what his budget might say to 
those few Indians (approximately K99 
million of them) to whom Global Depo¬ 
sit Receipts are slightly less relevant 
than potable drinking water and street 
lights (bat actually come on as the sun 
sets on their famished day? 

For those who live outside the Jolly 
Maker apartments and wc^ elsewhere 
than at Nariman Point, i.e.. (hose whom 
we might provistonally call (he non- 
MurU Dcorised Indians, we are in the 
middle of wrou^ing — if that's the 
word 1 want^dte most significant revo¬ 
lution to have ovenakea our pec^le 
since (he proclamation of our RepubI ic. 

I refer, of course, to the elected, 
constiiuLkmally-sanciioned panchayats 
and nogaqfolikas that are slowly 
caning into their own in different puu 
^ the country. 

IT IS vimully an unseen revolution 


Little of what 
ManmohanSingti 
$ay$ Of does 
appears to have 
much relevance to 
the concerns of the 
poor. When, 
therefore, 
Maninohan 
undertakes his 
economic reforms 
programme, the 
world applauds but 
much of India yawns 


import of empowering the 
dawn only slowly on the 
It is bui wiih the greatest 
reluctance that stale 
govemmenis and (he 
bureaucracy will yield up 
to the people's elected 
representatives the rights 
arid responsibilities for 
which they have now 
secured constitutional 
authority. Two forces 
alone can ensure ihai 
what belongs to the 
people ix actually rende¬ 
red to the people. 

One is the fact of JO 
lakh elected panchayat 
and nogarpalika repre* 
senutives conlruniing a 
mere 5JM)0 MLAs and 
MPs. Till now, state 
governments could — 
and did — play ducks and 
drakes with (be local 
bodies because the pan- 
ctuv.ii' jiiO "(jgorpalfk^trcciuldlK^ und 
were —constituted or dissolved at the 
sweet wi 11 of (he c htef mini ster, 

Now. elections eveiy five years must 
be held and no panchayat or 
nagarpalika can be dissolved without 
fresh elections taking place within six 
monihs. We have thus removed the 
arbjirary exercise of whimsical power 
from chief mmiuers. (f now they trifle 
w iih the local bodies, they will Hnd them¬ 
selves ultra virgs of (he Constitution 
itself. 

They, rherefore. dare not exorcise the 
elected representatives at (hi grassroots 
even if. initially, they xty. as doubtless 
they will, to keep the local bodies as 
empty, toothless .shells. The sheer logic 
of numbers will, in our new democracy, 
progressively (ilt the scales in favour of 
(he grassroots. 

The second countervailing force is 
(he central govern ment. The powers and 
(he resources which state governments 
will he reluctant to forfeit lo the local 
bodies can more than be made up by 
ceiural patronage. After all. it is central 
money (bat constitutes the bulk of (he 
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might say to the 899 million 
Indians for whom Global 
Deposit Receipts are slightly 
less relevant than potable 
drinking water and street 
lights that actually come on as 
the sun sets on their famished 
day? 


Persuading Manmohan Singh to turn his 
other cheek ',. 

% 

% 

V 


drawing giri children Trcm >chool when 
the next child is bom. and. has been 
dcmonsiruied in MGR'fi Tamil Nadu, 
put a rmal full-stop h* ihe curK of high 
hinh rates. 

And who but the panchayau and 
fk/gatTHifikax should be drafted to imple¬ 
ment the National Noon-Day Meal Sche¬ 
me? Will Manmohan deliver? 

Moreover. 5o long as one ministry is 
responsible tor the partchayais and quite 
another for the rtofiarpatikas. such dyar¬ 
chy cannot but wreck the prospects of a 
successful accompli shnvcni of the syste¬ 
matic revolution which is undcTway. 
The system demands ihut ime authoniy 
look after both sets of local bodies so 




resources for rural development and 
urban renewal. 

The slate govemmenis merely cream 
off much of whai comes frum Delhi, 
before passing on the niggardly rernalns 
to the grassriKUs. Even then there i s 11 Itle 
gcncroMty or large* heiirtedAcss. for the 
bureaucracy is ruthlessly used to pul 
these meagre funds to the pursuit of the 
more nefarious inicrasts of (he ruling 
party and hung the pcf^lc I 


I WOULD, thuraforc. urge Manmohan 
to lay down I he < me* line condition that 
all ceniral money.s f<K rural develop¬ 
ment • atriUmg Rs 8,00()toRs lO.OOU 
cwK per annum* — be allocated 
straight from [X*lhi lo the elected local 
bfKites. (>iKc wc enscontv the principle 
of '])i II I to iMiUi' as the luk rum of centre* 
state nl.uioos, states like Tamil Nadu, 
which arc shying away from panchayut 
electrons, mighi he bluntJy lold' noclk*- 
lums, in‘ money Thai way uki Jayulali* 
ihii's cut*outs inighi become a inflc 
leaner^ 

I'here arc also a number ol pending 
scheme.s we can announce for implemen¬ 
tation through ihc poiKhayats and 
in this run-up lo the neat 
l.ok Sahha clccuoiis The most 
imjKiriarn ol llicsc. in my view, is the 
Nuiionul NtMui Duy Meal 
w'hicii w'c arc eoittniiltcd by 
('ol 1 g^'ss election mumresioitr introdu¬ 
ce Ivlorc the present tenth UA Sabha 
runs iiscmnsc. 

Wc will Ticid only three million ton¬ 
nes ol grain lo cnsuic thai every child in 
I his benighted land oftiurs gets «it (cast 
fine mciil iiday as the reward forgoing to 
schiKil. Out liMKlsiocks arc bulging at 
over millioti uimics. If wc do not give 
a mere onc-lwclhh of ihis to our 
e hi Idrcii. I be rat swill get at (ht three mi I* 
Iron tonnes in any case 

In one fell swtHip. a National Noon- 
Day Meal Scheme would not only dra- 

maocally increase The nuiriiionai v(un- 
dards of the psior. it would also vastly 
increase school enrollment, markedly 
reduce drop-out rules, end the criminal 
practice, so widespread particularly in 
jhitcih twin Con^o Mj/i ham. of wiih- 
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that grassroots deiTKcracy for the poor 
of rural I ndia moves i n tandem w i ih simi • 
lor democracy for the pwv of our urban 
slums. 

Insutuiionally. wc need a single 
ministry of panchayats and 
rtQgarpchkits to deliver ttn our prnmi* 
ses. Will Manmohan sianle the country 
into sitting up and taking notice ^ 
announcing the oiablishment of sucb a 
new ministry? 


In stales like Tamil Nadu, it is 
decades since eleciions were held to ihe 
cooperatives. They have been reduced 
to arms of the siiie govemmeni and 
packed with the most compi, inefTi* 
cieni. venal buhws Ihe slate govemmenis 
can find. The malaise has been analysed 
with clinical hrilhance by both the 
Ardhanareeswaran Committee (I9K7) 
and Ihe Brahm Perk ash Committee 


•CeOND mani* 
fesu> commitment we are 
still to keep is the pror^i* 
se of the Indira Mahila 
Yojana <IMVj. Six years 
ago, the IMY was presen* 
ted In outline on Indira 
Gandhi’s birth anniversa* 
ry in 1989. Ten days 
later, the government that 
had prepared the outline 
ceased lo be. The V.P. 

Singh government fid* 
died with Ihe IMY as it 
fiddled uselessly — 
wiih every other consinic* 
tive idea thrown up by its 
predecessor govemmem. 
but neither rejected nor 
amended nor implemen* 
ted the IMY. VP merely 
fiddled while students 
burned. 

In 1991, the Narasim* 
ha Rao government took 
office with the solemn 
promise of conscienii* 
sing and empowering 
the women of India all $00 m i I lion of 
(hem — to taking their destiny in their 
own hands by selecting, from among 
themselves, in every village of (he land, 
one or more saaifuns (companions) who 
would serve as (he interlocutor with 
government agencies for the delivery to 
(he women and ch i Idren of J ndja of whai 
they (hemsel ves deem to be thei r requi re- 
menis from government-funded 
programmes. 

Will Manmohan deliver on our com- 
mitmeri to implement the IMY before 
(he sands run out on us? 

Manmohan also needs to recognise 
that elected panchay^s can only deliver 
poliitcal democracy to the grassmois; 
economic democracy requires a vigo¬ 
rous cooperative movement. Coopera*' 
lives in India are either muriburul or per* 
verted. Few. ousitde weslem Maha¬ 
rashtra to some extent, fulfill their pru* 
poses in either letter or spirit. 



V.P. Singh fiddled with the 
Indira Mahila Vojana [IMYI as 
he fiddled with every other 
constructive idea thrown up 
by the preceding government. 
But he neither rejected nor 
amended nor implemented 
the IMY 


( 1 VOO) — Ihe lanae being the one good 
thing the VP interregnum did 
What neither committee considered 
was the imperative nece^siiy of a consii* 
tuiionai amendmeni lo ensure that coo* 
peraiJvex are elecied and ouionoinous, 
that, in a w.xd. (hey truly become the 
instrument of economic democracy. 


Will Mannmhan announce that the work 
accomplished on the panchayais will be 
complemented by the work still to be 
und^aken on the cooperatives? 

MOW, MANMOHAN might well object 
that much of what I have suggested falls 
outside (he purview of a mere finance 
minister. That is precisely the problem. 
We have strailjacketed our finance 
minisierv into 

thinking that (heir prima* 
ry audience arc the 
readers of The EiommiU 
Times. We haNC left it l<i 
other — and smaller — 
I fry to address themselves 
to the K99 million Indians 
who do not read 7he £>r>* 
niHnic Times 

When, therefore, Man* 
mohan undertakes his 
economic reforms pro* 
gramme, the world 
applauds but muih of 
India yawns. Little of 
what Manmohan says nr 
docs appears to have 
much relevance to ihcir 
concerns 

Yet. it induhilahly 
: remains true that no 
! minister affccis the lives 
of (he poor more than the 
I rinonce minister. But 
I unless (be finance 
I minister is seen lo he the 
chap in charge of the 
poor. how are 
the poor to know that he is in charge of 
them? 

That is where both Ihc substance and 
the image <d our reforms programme 
have gone wrong. We cannot luive one 
reform for the rich and anoihc' reform 
for the pitor. Both have lo he pan of the 
same set reforms. In fact, (hey are. 
But few know this. That is why Manmo* 
han must make his fifth budget compre* 
bensi ble to the ordi nary folk s of 1 ndia. 

Any Indian finance minister has to be 
ianus.faced: one cheek turned towards 
Nariman Point, the other tumed towards 
(he real people of India. If the surdar in 
Munmohan Singh will forgive my 
saying so. it Is (hat cheek which is at (he 
moment somewhat overcast by five 
o'clock shadowsf • 


at can*. iSom 

M.pi/naertimam- 


(7M 

aflha mjiiic. biJ napiUm awolWvo Igrgama/ng nwi A# 
iVnfcf mm malm M MW ffmmtm at pOfKfmia'a one 
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NTR^sdisUkeforSai 
Baba is Dol new. It 
dates back to his/Ibni 
days and in one of his 
iDovies, NTR even 
ridkuledaSaiBaba 
done. After joiiiii^ 
politks,toO)Rania 
Rao has never paid a 
visittoPuttaparthito 
seek the godman^s 
blessings 


CLASH OF THE TITANS 


S aiya Su Baba, (he godman 
from Puruparthi. hv sud* 
denly found an unusual 
rival in (he Amlhra Prade^ 
chief minister, NT. Rama 
Rao. Call il ego clash or whatever, but 
(be godman in rather perturbed by 
NTR'a behaviour Especi^ly since the 
Baba*s devotees include many of the 
country's top poliliciars, bureaucrats 
and industnaJists. 

The problem began arouT>d the time 
when election campaign for the Andhra 
Pradesh polls was in full swing. During 
ooe of Narasimha Rao's pre^poll trips to 
Andhra Pradesh, (he Sai Baba hsvi 
expressed a desire to donate Rs 200 
crore for a "cheap rice" scheme, very 
similar to NTR’s ekcloni promise of 
providing nee <it R$ 2-a>kg. The godman 
hod aJ way s enjoyed the patronage of suc¬ 
cessive Congress governments in the 
state and some of Sal Baba's followers 
say that their guru wa« dead sure that (he 
Congress would return to power. 

But Sai Baba's calculations went 
wrong and (he Telugu Dasam Party 
(TDP) was swept to power. Even (hen. 


N.T. Rama Rao and 
Satya Sai Baba lock 
Homs over an 
ambitious 

developmental scheme 
P in Andhra Pradesh 


Sai Baba made the same oner to NTR. 
and the Andhra rndesh CM. too. was 
reportedly not averv to the idea as he 
dnperately needed money to furbd his 
populist programme. A meeting was 
held between the emissaries of the stale 
guvemment awl Sai Baba in Hyderabad 
where it was also decided that the Saiya 
Sai Baha Central Trust (SSBCT). the 
body which manages al I (he social activi¬ 
ties of the godman, would also involve 
itself in au ambi tious drinking water pro¬ 
ject. which would beneftt ai least 1.600 
villages in the drought-prune Aninipur 
di strict of Andhra Pndesh. 


But unfortuantely the hnike 

down after the state govemmcni insisted 
(hat (he SSBCT should involve itself in 
any one of the two imgation projects 
ihtf the NTR regime had already taken 
up, "But both the irrigation schemes did 
not have any assured water supply from 
the Tunga^adra canal, which is the 
pri me source. We do not want to he asso- 
dated with a controversial project and 
earn (he hofstiliiy of Baba's devotees in 
the neighbouring Karnataka." says Jana- 
kiramayya. brother of Sai Baba and a 
senior member of the SS BCT. 

Now. Sai Baba has decided to go 
ahead with his drinking water project all 
alone. Janakiramayya says (hat the sche¬ 
me, which will cost the uusl Rs 60 crure, 
will directly benefit 700 villages. Besi¬ 
des drilling bore wells, the SSBCT will 
cmstruci protected water tanks and pul 
up conununity taps in each village. The 
entire project is expected to be corr^lei- 
ed by November this year, which also 
happais to be (he month in which Sai 
Baba was bom. 'We will not involve the 
government m any stage. All the woit 
will be dune by private engineering 
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finns." Mys H.J. Don. Andhra 
Pradesh’s e^itiona] director-genera] of 
pobce and a staunch follower of Sai 
Baba. 

N TR*s diidike for Sai Baba is not 
new. It dates back to his^bni days 
and in one of his movies, NTR even goes 
to the eateni of ridiculing a Sai Baba 
clone, something which no ooe has ever 
dared to do. After Joining politics, too, 
Rama Rao has never paid a visit to Puita- 
panhi to seek the godman' s blessings. 

In fact, during his 
earlier tenure as the chief 
mimsicr, NTR turned 
down Sai Baha’.s propo* 
sal for setting up a 
KaJyan Maniwnapan in 
Hyderabad. There's no 
land ftv die purpose, the 
CM told the godman’s 
emissaries. l^er, 

however. Sui Baba mana* 
ged to get the land from 
Channa Reddy's Con¬ 
gress government. 

This time, loo, NTR 
did not personally meet 
Sai Baba to discuss the 
welfare projects that the 
gixlman wanted to take 
up in Andhra Pradesh, 

Many of his devotees feci 
that if it was run possible 
for the chkf mmisier to 
come down to Putta* 
parthi, he should have 
sent at least a .sen ior mem • 
berof the party - - someo¬ 
ne like Chandrahabu 
Naklu or even [.attmi Har- 
vathi. Instead, Rama Rao 
assigned one of his junior 
ministers, P. Ravi, for the 
Job. (n fact, many devo* 
tee.s allege that NTK is 
actually jealous of the 
growing populanty and 
clout ofSatya Sai Baba. 

This could he partly 
tjve. Despite ail the con¬ 
troversies surrounding 
him, Sai Baba is 
easily the most popular and 
influential godman of the present genera* 
lion. His sprawling ashram — the Pra* 
shonii N day am — located on a 100 acre 
site at Futtapanhi is hub of activity with 
as many as 2,000 devotees going there 
from di ffcreni parts of the country every¬ 
day 'V a darshan. As a matter o( routi¬ 
ne, the Sai Baba makes a public appear¬ 


ance everyday for 30 mimjtes. Since the 
godmin mixes freely whta lus devotees 
during that period, evccyo^ eveQ 
WIPs. are screened by seturity'with the 
help of metal detectors. 

lyit oshnun itself re^emblos a weU<^ 
managed corporate house. The Itving. 
quarters for the staff and the devotees 
are fitted with every conceivable 


Satfi Sal ftite siwbM by 

H.T. 


modem gadget and there are special 
arrangements for die Baba's foreign fol* 
lowen: they are provided with western- 
style accommodation arxl there's even a 
cunumniial kiiLhoi. The Baba hasdevo- 
tees in 50 countries," infonns Rajan, the 
ashmm's public relations mamager. 
"We even have an airatiip on the out¬ 
skirts of Puttaparthi and at least two 


plane-loads of devotees are flown down 
here from Bcoibay every week.' he adds. 

T he Baba's social activities arc no Icsi 
impressive. The SSBCT runs a k< 
150 crore hospital, where free medical 
C|re is provided on a firsi • 
cjuhe-flrst-Bcrve basis. “We pcrihmi 
four by-pass surgeries every day besides 
other operations. Our monthly budget is 
R& 1.5 cfore, which is raised only 
through donations.'' informs Dr A.K. 
Safai^, director of the SK Satya Sai 
Institute of Medicine. 
The (ishrum also nms 
over 700 medical units al I 
over the countiy and a str¬ 
ing of educational institu¬ 
tions in Puiuparthi. Ana- 
nipur, Bangaliw and 
Madras. Together, the 
SSBCT spends an estima¬ 
ted Rs 3CK) crore annually 
on philanthropic 

activities. 

Bu* the axhram has 
also had its fair share of 
controversies. The bigg¬ 
est of them all happened 
in August 1993. Six devo¬ 
lves were kilted by the 
Cf^ when they allegedly 
entered the Baba's living 
quarters in an attempt to 
kill him. Two devotees 
managed to escape from 
Puttaparthi, hut they 
were later nalihcd in Nag¬ 
pur. Today, they arc out 
on bail. And the cops res¬ 
ponsible for opening fire 
have also been absolved 
of murder charges. The 
cai«c, for ail prKtical pur¬ 
poses, has been closed 
even (hough the truth is 
yettohckn<iwn. 

And that's not all. 
Frequently, reports of 
sexual hara.ssmcn( of 
foa'ign de voiecs are carri¬ 
ed by the local press. And 
many cases of people rni s- 
sing from the o^hnam 
have been neptxted to the local 
police. But nothing ever came out of 
them. 

U is not known whether N.T. Rama 
Rao’s dislike toe Puttaparthi steins from 
his eagerness to keep out from all such 
controversies. • 
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Complex problem 

The Tamil Nadu government triggers a row by acquiring Anna University 

land for the J. JayaUditha Film City 


I D the gliuy woiid of chief ministef 
jay«l^tha, cinemi ukes pRC^- 
ence over education, Uto prestigi¬ 
ous MadnS'biscd Anna Univeni- 
(y leamt it the hard way when the 
Tamil Nadu govcnvnent grabbed nearly 
SO acres of (he univeni(y*s prime land 
earmarked for various educational pro¬ 
jects and aJlooed it to the Dr J. Jayalali- 
(ha Film City ai Tarmani in iiouth 
I Madras. 

The acquisition, made despite objec¬ 
tions from (he Anna University, is to 
be used for (he expansion 
of (he second phase of (he | 
film city which already « 
occupies S5 acres ofland. | 

The move, which has I 
angered Anna University I 
academicians, will jee^l 
pardise imponant cduca -1 
tional projects for which 
the institution has secur¬ 
ed international and naiio- 
nal financial commit¬ 
ments. A government 
order (GO R( 29 dated 13 
January, I99S) which 
efTecttd (he Kquisition 
wte kept so closely under 
wasps that the university 
itself did not know about 
it 

According to the 
(vder, signed by the state 
revenue secretary. 47.36 
acres of land belonging to 
Anna University was to 
be given to the Tamil 
Nadu tourism depart¬ 
ment to deveh^ the second phase 
of the film city, which was inaugurated 
by Jayalalidu with much fanfare last 
September. An estimated Rs 21 erne 
was spent on due complex, whieb provi¬ 
des B wide range of facilities for film 
making, including open air sets. 

Since the film city had been allotted 
SS acres earlier, the extra 50 acres now 
acquired look redundant. The govern¬ 
ment agrees that (he land costs around 
Rs 85 to90 lakh per acre. In other words, 
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about Rs 45 crar has been taken away 
from (he university. Opposition parties, 
however, say that the value of the land 
may be around Rs lOOcrorcindKOpeo 

m^et. 

When Che vice-chaaceUor of Anna 
Univenity. Dr M. Anandakrishnan. an 
upright educationisi. protested against 
(he surreptitious take-over, the sute 
government refused to review its deci¬ 
sion. An emergency meeting of the 


In a state now ruled by a 
one-time top heroine, 
cinema takes precedence 
over everything else, in the 
make-bdieve world of the 
Jayalalitha raj, even 
higher educatiofi takes a 
back seat when it cwnes to 
cinema 


university syndicate was called to dis¬ 
cuss the inq^lications of the acquisition. 

Dr Anandakrishnin wrote to the chief 
minister that he was 'deeply perturbed 
by the government order which has not 
taken cognisance of the fact that (his 
land was leased to us for 99 years for (he 
purpose of development of academic 
and technical programmes with (be sti¬ 
pulation that no midential building 
should be bui It here". 

Said a faculty member of the univer¬ 
sity. “Anna Universily has already prov¬ 


ed to be one of the largest bmeficiaries 
of research fundlDg in the country. This 
will also hamper the development of the 
pn^nsed sciewe city." 

Also at suke are unjund eight pre^ 
jeets. for many of which (he university 
has already secured financial commit- 
menis. The university will be pul in an 
embarrassing position if any of them 
were to be dro^Kd due to lack of land. 

When puWic opinion started build¬ 
ing up against the move, the suce 
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0 ovenuxteotw«s pul io^ dock. 

Said a peeved Kumari Aaanduk. tte ^ ^H|| 

TanU Na^ Pradesh Cod^rees Commit- 
me preakkot, *Kamanj was responsible 
for lakitti schools lo viBa^ io Tamil 

Nadu. Ba DOW we have a govenunem ) 1 

dial is giving away eanurked for . T * < 

higher education for the purpose of 

in^troving the making of cocnmemal ^ 

dnema." ,•> 

Faced with 1 barrage of critkisms, (he * 

Jayalalitha government was forced to ^ 

far^ io sileiKe through a clarifkatioo 

isaued by the stam duef secretary, N. f * ~ 

Hari Bhaslur, an ofTiccr close to the 
diief imnister. Bbaskv sa>d the laod had 
been lying unused, and Anna Univcr* 
sity. by i(s inaction, had eartier kt 125 
acres to be encroached upon and wss 
thus dragged into lidgaiion. Hence, (he 
government’s decision to acquire the 
land for (he film city' s expansion. 

Stating that (he government had (he 
'’ultimate authority" (o allot or resume 
land depending on (he needs of various 
departmenis. Bhaskir said that 30 anes 
of land leased out to (he univenity had 
been allotted (0 the Trade Fair Auihority 
of India (TF AI}. But the TFAI surrender* 
ed the land because i( found (he location f 
unsuitable. The 47.36acres wererequisi* 
boned a/ier taking into account (he sur* 
rendered 30 acres, and no "developed 
was acquired, explained. 

Bhaskar added thai acquisi- 
was ba.sed 'on an objective analysis 
of the requirements of land by the newly- 
establisM film Even new is 

Anna University is with a rcspecta* 

ble extent of la^ for iu developmental 
activities and its future requiremenu*. 

However. Dr Anandal^shnan refut- 
ed Bhaskar's claims saying that ‘not a [ ■, 

single acre" was encroached upon after T «1 Stm p«tla| It tbt FM City: tllKBl faflMhg 
the university acquired a lease on 200 
acres in 1979, Only 55 acres were 
ertcroached upon, and that too. before 
1979. 


JayiJaliihn has been hooked on in the 
film city right Bom the begirming. It was 
under ho penonai supervision that H 
sprang up io a few months* dme. Initial* 
ly. (hm was a cootEoversy over nuning 
the coihpkx. Some wanted Jayalalitha 
IO name it after her mentor, (he late 
MGR. but the chief minisier was adam¬ 
ant oo naming it after hersdf. 

Iltt film city has always been a 'pet 
project* of ibe daef mioistcT, hcnclf a 
former actress. She has created one of 
the finest smdios in the world with the 
Laiesi hi'iech equipments A govenuneoi 
expense. All to will definilely make 
Madras an even bigger film and lelevi* 
Sion cen tr e in Soudi-Eatt Ana. 

Despite dus. the govenwretu ended 


up with egg on its fact and the chief 
secretary was all but called a liar by Dr 
Anandttoshnan. Later, however, the 
university set up a three*inember com¬ 
mittee to settle the maner amicably with 
(he state govenunent. And whm (he 
Alma University syndicate, whidi also 
has stale government officials in it, was 
called to discuss the maner, norre of the 
goveminent r e presentatives turned up. 

In a slate ihm was once headed by a 
fonner supeniar and is now ruled by a 
one-tinie top berome. cinema takes pre¬ 
cedence over everything else. In the 
make-b^ve world of (he Jayalalitha 
raj. even higher education takes a back 
seat when it comes to daema, • 


W hy is Jayalalitha so keen to push 
through the development of the 
film'city? Her critics arid rival party 
leaders ^lege that she is ddng it for ha 
new satellite chaonei, JJ TV. to be laun¬ 
ched by her close associaies. The 
rumour in Madras llittt ilte ■KkUiimud 
mfrastruciuie for the fitm city would be 
leased out to JJ TV. 

BA Bhaskar bas totally denied it say¬ 
ing there U ’’abcohiiely no coonectioit 
between Ji TV. a private coci^wiy, and 
J. Jay^aliiha Rlrn City, whkh is a 
government-owned organisttion* 
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ONE EVER COMPLAINED 


When thcfc'b Mi mKch hy the way you rcrforin, 

it*s impt>rtaf>t to have ihenylir A litTle 

exfr:i something that will t:oaw in hitnJy for 
unpreJk ruble timo. 

A! low us I o dcfiM 'Ost r.i re. 

One of rhe mines at KoUir Gold Fields needed a 
easioinised air eomprtsS4>r The eh a lien ({e w.isn’i lust 
building one. Assembling it lOOC metres below sea level 
was rile tricky part.Griidling eondilions of 45 C' and 
crushingaimosphene pressure, e<’nibilled with diust and 
grime didn’t help make things easy. 

But we dnl it. In roconl time. 

Tixlay, repeat orders are proving there’s no such 
thing as impossible. 

The Extra Principle 

Tut a hrtlc extra .stimething into everything you do. 


ft)t 49«oiU « Ml IQUlPMiNTS UMITID, lt»gd ORiC*. 
Mcvi» Tnckylood CeinbeHN 016 Tel 3101^5 Grant ‘HYDfiAUilC$‘ 
t«4j 0055333 r«i 433 3 W4afCoH JUiiwiJabeii Ul 437734^4091! 3. 
437663 S5«3599.576636,563836 T«l 564733. 

565560 |hvV«A6e»«f( W 411433. 56571 




ABOUT HAVING A LITTLE E^TRA SOMETHING. 


IOUT 1 u* V t h n n ) every ^ lei • 11 1 of i mr < i u ^ns ami y< ni'l I 

^et •( ^ripon this prmcipic. Viilm* o lukiedni every sT*)|*c. 
Prom the drjwmK IxMfvl to the hntshed imxiocl. 

(ajKtomi.scvl sokitums or a reiuh' tan^c of exiMinp 
nioJek, El^i ]uirK this extra principle to woHc. 

Extra Service ' The Edge 

Service at El«i has always hern uncomlitional. An 
rxtra that dooen^t ioine with a price. That's because 
we*reprt>ud of what we make. And we'll g^»any length 
to keep them g^nng. rriH>f of which you1l hnilni 
leading public 
and private 
u)mpanic% It's a 
promise even 

AIRCOMPRESSORS 

you can hold 
cm til. 


EXTRA ENGINEERING 


EL.G1 



The Elfi Air Compeenoc range Inchidei 
Moror/Engtne * driven, Sttrioovy/Portabk 
tfiodeb far « wiecy of epplkanom. Rotary 
Screw CorapnsKn ate avvibblc with dri ves 
froa 20 HP Co 600 HP, capacities from 50 
CFMto 1600 CFM and pressures upto 350 
P^G. Reciprocating AirCon^cason, huth 
base cr tank mounted vecsiieu are available 
veth drives from 0.5 HP to 40 HP, capecities 
from 3 CO 120 CFM and pressures upto 

950PSIG. Cuitoin*bui)t versions forspcclftc 
ap^KatKAs are also available. 


•embay: T»l 4930163^ 4930164. 4948439 Cekulte: Til 2487312. 2480425. 2482029 CecliMi: T«l 360155, 373443 Hyderabad: 
T«l: 615650. 617850 Jaipyrt Tel 312012 Medres: Tel 8250694. 8252548 Medvrei: Tel 601404. 601652 New belhi: T«t 5437593. 
5450095 leAchi: Tel 2(fa975. 2069V3 Salem: tel 447920. 448437 frUSribirters: bembay : Impea MocKmci Ki lid , 271839. 

271961 270758, 275821 Lvcknawl Aulo Semce Tel 247565 New »elhii A»te 5ei«iee f 4 u»pncm. Tal 5752217 New Oelhls 

Service {qu<smeAl CompaAy. Tel. 3313011. 3310473. 3325026. 3327931 rvaei Cofege (qwipmeeu Corperetioe. Tel 655487. 654291 

StifiH4uS/ELGW64/» 



menMALHOTRA 


Better late than never 


Finally, Pranab Mukhetjee takes over as the new foreign nmister 


for the purposes of 
thii> cotumn my irue* 
rest in (he Cabiiiet 
W'ii'uJTJe, if (htf be its 
correci description, is 
confined lo just one 
poim Thank God. a 
loo| Iasi, indeed after 
' wha( looks like ciemiiy. the counuy has 
a foreign minister v^onh the name in the 
person of Pmnah Mukherjee. 

It was a stroke <»f ill I uck U»i incapac i • 
uiied Oinesh Singh soon after his return 
to Lhc South Block as minister of exier* 
nal affairs (he had held this job in Indira 
Ga 2 )dhi\ Cabinet two decades earlier). 
But it wax worse (ban had Judgement, 
mit juu usual prvcrasiination. on P.V. 
Narasimha Rao's pan to 
have allowed Dnicsh to 
cling to the foreign 
minisicr's iarsi. No one 
gave a damn about the 
incalculable damage 
done (0 the chain of com* 
mand in, and the clftcacy 
of. lhc foreign oftKC. 

The sensible orrangc- 
meut, under which 
Dinesh is minister 
without ponlolio and Pra* 
nab foreign minister, 
could have been pot in 
place ages ago. But lhc 
Prime Minisicr’s 

misplaced ctTmpassjon, 
combined with unseemly 
canvassing by Dinesh 
.Singh's family rrtembers. 
evidently came in the way. Under 
Itese circumstances, it wa.s poetic justi¬ 
ce of soils that (he Prirrw Minister faced 
"resisiarKe" from you know who when 
be eventually tried to c<m:t a mon¬ 
strous wrong. 

Pranab's choice a.s Dinesh's succes¬ 
sor was logical, indeed unavoidable. In 
addition to his other duties, he had been 
acting as a stepney foreign minister 
during the then incumbenrs illness. It 
was MukhcQce who wav required to 
receive and negotiale with a number ot 
visiting foreign ministers, including Chi¬ 


na's Qian Qichen. 

Pranab was also asked (o lead the Indi¬ 
an delegation lo the l«u session i»f the 
UN General Assembly (others were 
vigorously volunteering (heir ^rvires 
for (hiv (ask) but. presumably because of 
other preoccupations, relumed home 
sooner thw he should have. 

Every head of government has (o 
have continuous contra of foreign poli¬ 
cy. A foreign minister who enjoys the 
full LtMfidence of the Prime Minister 
can therefore ensure that prime m inisieri* 
al supervision docs not erode the legili- 
male autorromy of the foreign office. 

During the long penod when the 
ministry of external affairs was rud¬ 
derless at (he political level, the PMO 



ey these days, there is much validity in 
the comment that Pranab's lung expe¬ 
rience in running economic minislries 
and the concomitant economic diplo¬ 
macy should stand him in good siead. 
Bui, as a former commerce minisicr, he 
must know how fragmented and dif¬ 
fused this country's economic diplo¬ 
macy at both ministenal and bureaucra¬ 
tic levels is. 

There is a flip side io Pranab Mukhcr- 
jec's transfer to the MEA which should 
nor be overlooked. As a Nvasimha Rao 
confidant, he has been spending too 
much of his time in politicking and 
trouNeshooting im the P^me Minister's 
behalf, especially since the eruption of 
the Congress infighting. This activiiy 


Slice 

feoecoMMics Is 
ImM Un most 


had acquired a soflin^ straoglchdd over 
the MEA. One of Pranab's eariiesi tasks 
would be to put an ertd to this stale of 
afi'airs. 

A new team of profcsviorkals, led by 
Salman Haider, will he taking over 
the tunc Pranab scmles down in the 
South Block. He will be judged by the 
degree to which he gidvaniscs the 
foreign ofTice into a cohesive, creative 
and puiposefsd foreign policy machine 
itou^t lobe 

SirKe geoecooomics is indeed the 
most es-sential ingredicni in foreign poli- 


MiMtW ingredleirt 
teforeknpoHo 
UwMdan, 
PtirUi’s hMig 
cqurtBw ct ln 
economic 
mMi^ should 
stMid Urn in good 
stead 


and cfl'eciivc conduct of this counii>'& 
foreign relations cannu go logethcr. 

Tto South Block houses not just the 
foreign office bul also (he ministry of 
defence. It is a shame (hat while bela¬ 
tedly appointing a functional foreign 
minister, Nara^mha Rao should have 
prolonged tlie absurdity of ihe Prime 
Minisicrbcing his own (kfertce minister 
At a Cabinet meeting just before 
Arjun Singh's resignaiion he had lei slip 
ihe remark that soon there svould be a 
defence minister. Whatever made him 
change his mind?* 

WHMV MStouen- iww < w> 










RAJIV SHUKLX 


The perfect pmician 


Digvijay Singh knows how to keep both his friends andfoes happy 


h \9 t mea&UTe of nrn Ke$h may be opposed to Aiyun 
his poJilkat Singh, but that has not prevemeJ the MP 
acumen thu the chief minister from calling on him whe* 
Madhya Pndcsh never he is in ihe capital. SicruUriy. Dig- 
chief frumster. Dig. vijay may have differencev with 
vijay Singh, has Madhavrao Scindia. bus the former 
been aUe to keep never shows his hMility towards the 
both Aijun Singh recenily rvinducied Union minister, 
and Narasim^ In faci, many Congress leaders have 
Rao gue.ssing over acknowledged ih4d Oigvijay Singh is an 
the question of whose side he is on. eacelkiu puMk relauonh manager. He 
While the Prime Minister feels that des- is low profile compared to other CMs s»f 
pite his long association with Arjun Congress-ruled scmcs. never makes his 
Singh, the MP chief minister will not presence fell in the capital and always 
revolt against him, the former human makes it a point to call on party leaders 
resources dcvclopmem minister has at ihdr residences, 
every reason to believe 
that Digvijay continues 
to hold ihc fon for him in 
Im home stale. 

This ii certainly not an 
easy task These ^ys. no 
chief minister can afford 
to remain in power 
without swearing allegi¬ 
ance to Narasimha Rao. 

Even a heavyweight like 
Shared Pa war loses no 
opponunity to eapress 

faith in Rao‘s leadership. _ _ 

But Digvijay has kept , '^^*'*'* 

his options open and J ^ 

been doing the balancing a 

act with the mastery of a 

crapeae artiste. Though it ^ 

is quite unlikely that be 

can do (his for very long, ^ 

Singh will continue to 
niJe Madhya Pradesh as 
ic»g as the Congress 

doesn't split over (he f 

ArjunSinghissue. _ ^ 

Though the Congress *r . 

in Madhya Pradesh is ^ lAm— 

divided over the support to All this has kept Digvijay 5io^ way 

Aijun 5ia^. the anU-Digvijay loMy is ahead of Kama! as far as keeping 

na willing to pui! down the chief opponents « bay is coocemed. Nath, 
miniMer because it knows that in that who incidentally happens to be a close 
case, (he only beneficiary will be the mend of the MP chief minister, is rather 
Bharatiya Janata Pwy. suspect (hese days. Though te has 

Of course. Digvijay knows the an of chosen to been Rao‘s side during the cii* 
keeping his bosses in Delhi happy. Sita- sis. many party leaders allege that the 


Union environment minister is actually 
in Aijun Singh\camp. 

Of coui%<. no ooe can say that of Dig- 
vijay Singh. 

I remember that Digvijay Singh had 
once taken his younger brother. Lax- 
man. to meet Narasirtdia Roo. There, 
Singh told the PM. "I have several ^li- 
gaiion« towards Arjun Singh. But my 
brtaher has none. Moreover, it is you 
who have given him a pany ticket. I 
hand over my brother to you," 

It i« .such humility that has kepi Digvi¬ 
jay Singh going. Among politicians 
lo^y. he i«: the one man who has been 
aMe to keep both his friends and foes in 



Vv1 
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Thna days, no 
cblof minister can 
afford to ramain In 
power without 
swearing 
allogiaRGOto 
Narasimha Rao. 
But Digvijay Singh 
has kapt his 
options open and 
has boon doing the 
balanclog act with 
themastaryofa 
trapaza wtlsto 


(be Con^ss happy. 

Narasimha Rao, Arjun Singh. 
Madbavreo Scindia, V.C. Shukla. 
Kamal Noth. Sitaram Kesri or Jiiendra 
Prasad — no one has had any reason to 
feel suspicious about the Madhya 
Pradesh chief tni nisier. 

This is what politics is all about. • 


egwwsv as rqwwv-* <aw 
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Foot-in-mouth 

disease 

Why does the home minister keep embarrassing the government? 


N O one was really surprised 
when S.B. Chavan did ii 
again. Speaking in Pariia* 
ment during a discussion 
on Kashmir, the home 
m i nister declared that Paki vian w«s not a 
seriouH threat to India but ihc country's 
reai worry was a 'third party' which was 
interested in Kashmir's independence. 

I n case anyone had mis • 
sed (he point that (he 
'third party " he was refer¬ 
ring to was the US. Cha- 
van elaborated that (he 
government had in its possession a 
research document published by (he 
Repubiican Party stating that the 
Democrats were creaiing problems for 
India since (hey believed in (he creation 
of an independent Ka'ihmir. 

Since the home minister did not elabo¬ 
rate on precisely what document he was 
referring to, the polilkal grapevine was 
abu /2 with speculation about the rest of 
its content. In any ca^se (he mysterious 
document could not be traced since no 
one in (he home ministry seemed to be 


aware of it. Perhaps clearance for (he sta¬ 
tement had come directly from the PMO 
(Prime Min ister* s OfRcc j? 

But when contacted for deuils about 
(he Republican Party document, the 
PM'sinformaikm ad viser.PV.R. K. Pra¬ 
sad. also drew a blank. *1 don't know. I 


And more to the point why was the 
home minisier needling the US at a lime 
when relaiions betsveen the two countr¬ 
ies seemed to be finally perking up? 
Tnde secretary Ron Brown's visit had 
just been corvluded on a fairly positive 
note. And despite (he fact thtf (he US 
has linked India's quest for a permanent 
seat in (he UN Security Council (o rene¬ 
wed India-Pakisian udks on Jammu and 
Kashmir, both counuies seem lobe veer¬ 
ing around (o a position where (hey can 
actually regard each other a.s iradi ng par- 


tnen. Hillary Clinton's proposed India 
visit for example, is only one instance 
in the new thawing. 

Quite predictably. US ambassador 
Prank Wisner hit the roof when Cha- 
van's siaiemeni was reported back to 
him. When he sought clahneations, he 
was sofUy told not to lake snincrmc like 
Cha von so seriously, even (hough he 


was home minister. His views do not 
reOect those of the government, he was 
told. 

C havan has made gaffes bclorv. Last 
year in Madras he issued a state¬ 
ment saying that the ban on the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad need not be extended. 
That statement was later retracted as the 
PMO decided to extend the ban by ano¬ 
ther two years in January this year. 

Or in Handed. Chavan's constituen¬ 
cy, three years ago. Chavan had stated 


haven't a clue." he sard. 
So, who did? 


With Chiiviin ruling the* roost, the PM is 
bound to have his hands full 





U8RI MASJQiThe 

home minrster stated In 
Pan lament that hrs * 
mtmslry had created a 
seven- layer $yste m to 
protect it. Yet, when the 
pickaxes came out on 6 
December, 1992, at 
Ay^hya, the Centre was 
totally unprepared to 
deal with the situation 


KASMNffI: Chavan's greatest faiture.asthe home 
ministry was divided into two camps: one headed by 
Chavan and the other by Ra|esh Pilot. Rnaliy, the PM 
had to step In when Chavan admitted on a BBC interview 
that he couldn't see eye to eye with Pilot 






















Ihit a sapanie Jharkhand stale would be 
led shortly. This loo had to be rei nfC* 
the govemmeni went into a hud¬ 
dle cm how best to deal with its home 
mioisier. 

Chavan's biggest problem Hieni» 
from his absolute lack of puliiical 
inslinci. Nicknamed "headnusier’ by 
his friends and foes, his is a totally 
bureaucratic ai^voach that would he 
suited to such ministries as irriga- 
(a subject on which he is an ex perl) 
A human resources developmeni. 
But a home minister requires con»i(kru- 
Me political acumen which is conapl* 
cuoudy absent in the style of S.8. 
Chivan. 

While much has been made of the 
BJP's failure to protect the Babri Masjid 
•d>en it was demolished on 6 December, 
1992, Chavan's own role tn reducing it 
to rubble has been glossed over. 

A few days before the mosque came 
crashing down, he had stated in Parlia* 
meni Ihal his ministry had created a 
aeven-layer system to protect it. Yet 
when the^ckues came out on 6 Decem¬ 
ber at Ayodhya. the central govemmeni 
was loully unprepared lo deal with the 
situation. 

While Chavan was left wringing his 
hands in despair, it was his arch-rival in 
Midtarashtra politics, the then defence 
minister, ^amd Pawar. who look the 
lead in briefing reporters on how the 
mosque had been demolished. 

The home ministry's other big failure 
is its handl ing of the Raj iv Gandhi assaa- 
siiMUon pn^e. The iain Commission 
has complained any number of times 
that the home ministry has refused to 
cooperate with ii by handing over docu^ 



VHP: last year in 
Madras, Ghavan stated 
that Ihe ban on the 
organisation need not be 
extended. The 
Statement was later 
retracted as the PMO 
decided to extend the 
ban by another two 
years m January this year 


JHARKHAND: Three years ago at handed, the home 
minister said that a separate state would be created 
shortly for the Jharkhandis. This, too. had to be 
retracted as the government went into a huddle on how 
best to deal with its home minister 











SPECIAL REPORT 


ments and papers it nvuuU like (o 
examine. 

The standard home ministry response 
1b (hai (he infonnation the Jam Commis¬ 
sion requires is classified bu( it has never 
indicai^ the reasons for claiming privi¬ 
lege. Since it has failed to come clean on 
the reasons for ils secrecy, ihe corrurus- 
sion has been left with no chottt but to 
conclude that Chavan is merely being 
bureaucratic and obBtinaie in his refusal 
to cooperate with a probe designed to 
expose whether there was a larger cons¬ 
piracy behind the former Prime Mini¬ 
ster's assassination. 

The price for this has 
been paid by the PMO. 

Relations between 10 Jan* 
path and 7 Race Coune 
Road have udten a new 
tumble because Semia 
Gandhi is enraged that 
the Prime Minister 
doesn't seem concerned 
about getting to the truth 
of her husband's death. 

But, of course, the 
truth is thal i( is Chavan 
and not P.V. Narasindta 
Kao who is going slow in 
cooperating with the 
assassination probe 

However, Chavan's 
greatest failure as home 
minister lies in his handl* 
ing of Jammu and Ka.sh* 
mir. Every statement of 
his junior minister, 

Rajesh Pilot, was con¬ 
tradicted by the Cabinet minister and 
things reached such a flttshpoini ihai the 
home ministry was divic^ into two 
camps on Kashmir — the Pilot camp 
and (he Chavan camp (the former 
favours the <^)poin(ment of K.P.S, GiU 
as the new Covemor of Kashmir, while 
the latter is opposed io it). 

All this of cour% had begun to have 
disastrous consequences on Kashmir, a 
state that had begun to be the cynosure 
of the international community and one 
which India could hardly aff<^ to lose 
because of the personal bickeringx of 
(wo men who just couldn't seem to get 
along. 

Finally, when things began to get 
embarrassingly out of Iwd—with Cha¬ 
van admitting on a BBC interview that 
he couldrt't see eye to eye with his junior 
minister — (he PM had to step in perso¬ 
nally. Kashmir would ntnv it handled 
by his office directly. 


S B. Chavan begat Ms poJiUcal car¬ 
eer fighting the Nizam io the eru- 
while Hyderabad state. At ihat time be 
and I young P.V. Narasin^ Kao were 
fired with the idealism of social refor¬ 
mer Swami Ramananda Tirth and came 
together in the Hyderabad Mukii 
Sangram. 

fallowing the liberation of Hydera- 
btti. Chavan was inducted as a minister 
in the newly created Hyderabad stale. 
Later, he was appointed deputy minister 
by Yashwantrao Chavan in Bombay 
state and, foUowing the creation of 


The main bone of contention is 
that while Chavan represents 
the interests of the b^ward 
Marathwada region, Sharad 
Pawar stands ffH* the 
prosperous western 
Mahara^tra and the interests 
of the cash-strapped sugar 
lobby 


Maharashtra on 1 May. 1960. he was giv¬ 
en Ihe rank of a full-Hedged minister, 
Under (M. chief ministenhip of V.P. 
ifaik (uncle of SudhakamoNaik), Cha¬ 
van was given the irrigation portfolio. 
This was quite possibly his brighievi 


moment. The stale had been newly form¬ 
ed and much of it was drought prone, ft 
was Chavan's mandate to get it irrigated 
to the maximum possible extent. And it 
is to hi% credit (hat he was insmimenial 
in shaping up the state's water policy. 

This was also his first brush with the 
sugar lobby. Chavan believed, and he 
stilJ does, that the cultivation of sugarca¬ 
ne U wasteful as cane requ i res an enorm¬ 
ous quantity of water. As imgaiion mini¬ 
ster he Was opposed to providing water 
to prosperous wcsiera Maharashtra 


prone ureas. 

This, of ctxirsc. enraged (he sugar 
barons, who continue to be opposed to 
(his" upstart” from Marath wada. Y si. iro- 
nkraJIy. Chavan's staunchest supporter 
in stale politics is a sugar baron. Balasa- 
heb Vikhe Patil, from Ahmednagar. 

The home minisler's other ally in 
stale politics is Vilasrao Deshmukh. a 
one-time Pa«ur protege whose growing 
ambition vHired his relations with the 
then chief minister. 

In 1974. V.P. Naik fell out with Yash- 
wantruo Chavan and was asked to 
nsign. And S.B. Chavan was made 
chief mini star for the ti nx time. 

The [imergcncy was declared a year 
later. During this period Chavan proved 
to the woci J at large just how elective 
he was vs an admi n i straior but in the bar¬ 
gain became extremely unpopular with 
the Congress pun> rank and IIIc. 


where sugarcane is cultivated, believing 



t that pnonty should he given to droughl- 
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ling guests (h« Chavan was like his awn 
broths, a man to be truite4. 

, The impressim this gave was that in 
the event (hat Narasimha Rao chose lo 
go. he would prefer Otavan (o replace 
him. 

There might not be anything to this. 
But it is evidence of the closeness bei* 
ween the two. In any case, Chavun simp* 
ly isn't a man of the masses and despite 
his own reputation for integrity, he has 
recently bwn criticised for turning a 
blind eye to much of his son Ashnk's 
business dealings. 




Soon after the 1977 gener^ elections 
were announced, Chavan embarked on a 
statewide election tour and made yet ano> 
ther gaffe. Justifying the imprisonment 
of intellectuals by his government under 
the Maintenance of Internal Security 
Ad axtd other Acts, he cited the example 
of intellectual Durga Bhagwat. At an 
election meeting he said. "What wa.N 
wrong with imprisoning Durga Bhag* 
wit? See how ru^y her cheeks have beco¬ 
me after her stay in Jail." 

The electorate was ntK ainuHcd. And 
the Congress lost 28 out of the 4H 
Lok Sahha seats in its 
worst ever defeat. The 
pany was in revolt and 
looking for someone's 
scalp. Chavan was N>i 2 nd* 
ed out of (he chief mini* 

.stership and mit of the 
Congress. 

A year later, during the 
I97K As.sembly elec* 
lions, he bounced back 
with the Mahara.>htra 
Sumajwiidi Congres.s. 
iu> oily of the Janata Pv- 
ty. tn fact, since ihc party 
wa> not yet recognised hy 
the Blection Commis¬ 
sion. he fought on the 
Januia'.s halJhar kisan 
syinbrt 

In the event Chavan's 
party w^m only two seats. 

Yd, on 28 July, 1978. 

Shared Pawar. who hod 
also left the Congress to 

form the Progressive MaroeSr 

Democratic From, invit- IxaraSli 

ed him to Join his minis- year Bt I 

try as the finance mini Mcr. . 

A few days before 
Pawar's government was 
dismissed in 1980. Chavan 
left the ministry and rejoined the Con* 
gress. (his time to contest the Lok SaMia 
electiems. Six months later, he wa.s invit¬ 
ed to Join the central Cabinet as educa¬ 
tion minister. 


and (he interests | 

suearlctiby. 

Matten between the rwd vacnkd x 
head when Chavvt's son. Asbok. Iot 
the Nanded seal during (he 1984 gmral 
election. Chavan remains convinced 
that Pawar deUbentely sabotaged his 
son’s can^gn. ensuring that (he Janata 
Dal cartdidate. Venkatesh Kibade, was 
elected ins(e«l. 

C havan* s strength in Delhi sierm 
from two sources; his enmiry with 
Pawar who remains a prime ministerial 


ihC OCT 
H0U£>E Afirvi- 


Narasimha Rao (right) has always held Chavan in high esteem. And last 
year at Chavan^s birthday bash, the PM was heard teiiing guests that the 
home minister was like hb own brother, a man to be trusted 


dismissed in 1980. Chavan aspiront and his proximrty to Narasimha 
left the ministry and rejoined the Con* Rao with whom he shar^ a friendship 
gress. (his lime to contest (he Lok SaMia that dates back to their salad days in 
electiems. Six months later, he wa.sinvit- Hyderabad. Doth have common inicr- 
ed to Join the central Cabinet as cduca- esis in music. Both are learned, schedar- 
lion minister. ly types who are skilled In several 

Chavan has been in Delhi since — languages And btah are devotees of 
except for one brief stint as chief mini- Saihya Sai Baba, 
sier in 1986 following the dismissal of So despite the gaffes it is extremely 
Shivajirao Palll-Nibngekar was unlikely that Chavan will he shifted to 

also the year Shared Pawar was reinduct- another ministry. This is because Nara- 
ed into the Congress by Rajiv Gandhi. stmhu Ran has always held him in hi^ 
Chavan and Pawar remain foes. The esteem and sees him a.s one who can 
main bone of conter lion is that Chavan hold Pawar in check, 
rqxesents the interesii^ of the buck ward Indeed, last year, ai Otavan's binh* 
Marethwada region while Pawar ''larnls day hash at Vigyan Dhavan. the PM was 
for ihe prosper hj v wcs! chi M.i har i* hi re > cr> mwb in evidence. He was beard tel* 


The tragedy about .S.B. Chavart is not 
thai he is dishonest. In fact, at a time 
when the PM Is going all out to promote 
the likes of Malang Singh and other prt>* 
leges of his dubious astrologers, Cha* 
van’s own crystal clean nrputation is 
like major relief. 

But Chavan would he more suited to 
another ministry where be could bring m 

his vast experience as :«n able, though 
stickler-for-njies admin i>iirator. With 
him ruling the rooM at home. Ihe PM is 
bound to continue has ing his hands full 
a.s he continues l<i bail Chavan out from 
one.fc/iu/w.r after another. • 
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A group of 
Congressmen vows to 
revitalise the party 


tie bunding together of Young 
Turk^ in the Congress has 
wkkd heal to Delhi politics. 
Most of the party’s yuulh 
leaders, particularly mK. are 
ready to join this group which is neither 
pro Narasimha Rao nor pru-Arjun 
Singh. Those who are keen u> unify and 
strengthen the pany and aspire to remain 
in politics for another 20 years have 
come together. 

So far. .^5 MPs from both the Houses 
of Parliament have joined the group in 
which Union minister Rajesh hlot and 
Ahmed PateK an All India Congress 
Committee (AlCC) general secretary 
from Gtij arat, arc playi ng a k ey rule. Prev 
minent among them arc Rangarajan 
Kumaramungulam. Rajsekhar Reddy. 
Sai Praiap, A.slam Shcr Khan. Dilip 
Singh Bhuria. BhuhancNwar Kalita. 
Surya Ngrayan Yadav, A.C. Chtflcs. 
Kasu Krishna Reddy. Krishna Swamy. 
Jai Mohun and Iqbal Singh. 



Ri|«ii RIM: *0vr Is U rt rssgthu tN psrtg...* 


The Young Turks 


The group's first meeting was held ai 
the residence ol Sai Pratapon 1.1 Februa¬ 
ry. Pilot hopes that 50 to bO MPs will 
join soon. 

The Young Turks cannot be dubbed 
with the dis.sidcnts for they arc not inic* 
rested in dislodging Rao. Most of them 
are Rajiv Gandhi loyalists who owe no 
allegiance to any senior Congress 
leader. The only exception is Bhuha* 
neswar Kalita, a Sharad Pawar 
camp-follower. 

But no one is sure how long Pilot and 
Patel would manage to hold the group 
together. Although they have averred 
that they have no intention to use the 
forum a:> a lever to wangle plum posu or 
promodems, political observers arc not 
convinced. 

They feel that Pilot, presently the 
minister of state fur hume. wants lu be 
ekvaied to Cabinet rank and Ahmed 
Patel wants to firm up hia somewhat 
shaky position following Madhuvsinh 
Solanki's recent appuintmenr a.s the 


AlCC general secretary from Gujirai 
Surely, the AlCC cannoi have two gene¬ 
ral secretaries frum one state. 

Bhubaneswar Kalita was hoping to be 
inducted into (he Unioo rrunisiry from 
Assam but the slot ha.s gone to Matang 
Smgh. For (he Iasi three years, another 
prominent Young Turk. Rajsekhar 
Reddy, has been aspiring to become a 
centrj minister. He is known lo be an 
arch-rival of (he former Andhra Pradc&h 
chref minisicr. K. Vijaya Bhadtaxa 
Reddy, 

Although Narasimha Rao ot Atjun 
Singh’scamp hasn't reacted (o ihisdeve- 
lopmctK yet. AlCC spdktimui V.N. 
Oadgil ha.s said (hat the group was welco¬ 
me as long as it confined itself to discus* 
i^ing various issues. But it should not go 
hey und a I i mi(. he added. 

In fad. Gadgil had himself formed a 
group called ihe SodaJist Fonam during 
Rajiv C^andhi's time. Bui Rajiv issued a 
circular making it clear (hat rK> siAgroup 
would be allowed in (he paity. and the 


forum was promptly disbanded. 

T he Young Turks have already begun 
directing their activities against ' cor¬ 
rupt ministers". Pilot has asked finance 
secretary Moniek Singh Ahluwalia and 
revenue secretary S. Shivanimun to orga¬ 
nise raids on cotlon hoarders in Punjab. 

Tlie (cxtile ministry has reportedly 
received a complaint ihai some big far¬ 
mers were hoarding cotton ai the behest 
of a Union mi nisrer. 1111 s has led lo a big 
hike in domestic cotton prices, putting 
poor handloom weavers in a chfficult 
situation. 

Meanwhile, it is becoming increu- 
siogly clear that Sonia Gandhi will not 
take sides in the ongoing battle within 
(he Congress and that she wants to set a 
moral standard for the pany. Sonia's 
stand has given a big reprieve to Rao’s 
camp. 

As far as Atjun Singh is concerned. 
Rao's strategy is to ignore him. The 
Prime Minister recently pulled up one of 
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hts Cabirwi colleagues for criticising 
Singh at a press conference in Bhopal, 
Rao told the minister. "Do not bring him 
in the page one of newspapers by critic i • 
sing him. He has already gone to the insi* 
de pages and he will soon vanish. Why 
are you unnecessarily giving him 
importarKC?" 

The Young Turks do not favour any 
change in the leadership and do not want 
to associate themselves with Aijun 
Singh. They want the government to run 
(or five years and do not wish to he seen 
as dissl^ms. 

According to Pilot. "Our jub is to 
strengthen the puny and to raise i.ssues 
like its pro'ponr image, welfare of the 
weaker sections and restoring the conft' 
dence ofihe minorities" 

Sources close to PiUu claim that the 
forum will be working as a pressure 
group and will ikh allow any wrong lo 
go un(|uest(oned. U has nothing lo do 
wiih the dissident camp and has accep* 
led Arjun Singh's expulsion. 

In fact. Pilot's supporters pi>im out 
that issues concerning the party's image 
now being raised by Singh had all heen 
raised earlier by Pilot at successive 
C'ongress Working Committee ince* 
tings. Unfortunately, they say. the credit 


is going to s<)mci>ne else. 

The memhers of the group are In an 
upbeat nuMKJ. TlH^ have decided to give 
ihc party and the government a clean 


•"A, 



JUwtd Nttl: rarts to flni op hit 
rtakypotttloi 


image hefore the parliamentary elec* 
lioiLs. If the niolpraciicesol any minister 
are reponed to them, the Young Turks 
have promised to immediately bring 
them to the noike of Uk Pn me M inislcr. 
'f hey also want to make the puny's func* 
tmning rrtorc iraospaa’ni and strengthen 
irtner*puny democracy. 

The memhers of this group will be 
meeting finanee minisicr Manmiihun 
Singh HMA to urge him to include 


certain pro-poor mmxures in the com* 
mmg Union Budget, *niey will also call 
on the with some concrete proposals 
in the interest of the pooi. the Wk wards 
and the minorities. 
They will also demand 
the imruduciiun of the 
Lok Pal Bill to eradicate 
corruption in high places. 

In addition, the group 
hopes to ensure that dtosc 
who have never wem any 
eleaion do not run the 
party and those without 
any mass base do r>ot 
dominate the govern- 
mem. Sycophancy, they 
s^. must be minimised. 

Ttw Young Turks are 
opset over (he fart that 
h^ of the present Cain- 
net members are from the 
Rajya Sahha and that the 
interests of the Luk 
Sabha members are 


being ignored. They want this 
rectified. 

T>ey feel that the 1992-94 period hus 
beet) of great concern as far as the 
Congress' secular credentials go and 
hc^ to ensure that the puny wins back 
il)e trust of the minorities. 

The grnup is already getting a guod 
rtspurtsc from political circles, Veieran 
Congress leader N.D Tiwari telepho¬ 
ned Pilot to congratulate him on the 
group'> formal ion. TIk Arjun Singh 
camp, however, is still silent. 

M eanwhile, the Congress high com* 
mund is scriou>>ly considering a 
suggestion made by some senior 
Congrrisrrwn that to Hike the wind out 
of the dissidenK* sails. Union miniHici 
and vcicnin C'ongress leader Silufum 
Kesn should be appointed the working 
pres idem of the pan y afier the A ssembi y 
polls m six stales in March. 

Kesn is not only one of (he seniiir- 
mosi tront-runking leaders, but is also 
well c«mversaiit wito the funcDoning of 
the A ICC He is (he only Union mi nisi er 
wh<i sliil wears the Gandin cap and has 
alwLiys been loyal loihe Prime Minister. 
Marling from iawaharlal Nehru. Lai 
Bahadur Shastn. Indira Gandhi to P.V. 
Narasimha Rao. 

The dissidents have pcrsiMcnily 
demaraSed that the post of the C«)ngrehs 
president should he held hy scmicone 
other than Rao as the Prime Minister is 
unable (o devote enough time to party 
affairs. 

But Rao has always been averse lo 
this suggcsiiim. for he docs not want lo 
create amKher power centre within the 
organisation. Moreover, there is no pro¬ 
vision for a working president or vice-' 
president in the paily constitution, 
though Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi 
had created both (be posts. 

After the change in the political scena- 
rk). Rao is finding it difficult to function 
without appointing some senior lender 
as the wr^ing president to strengthen 
the party. He is now toying with his origi¬ 
nal idea of bringing in someone from his 
own team. Several names are said to be 
under considoation. They include K. 
Karunakaran, Sitaram Kesri. A.K. Anto¬ 
ny andN.D, Tiwari. 

Out of (hem. Kesri seems to be die 
favourite as he is loyal and comes from 
nonh India. He is popular both with the 
backward classes and the mirtoritics. 
Besides. Kesri can take on Arjun Singh, 
as he has always been anii* Arjun. • 
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Pakistani players have 
become the 'enemy ’ 

*n>e sor^r of ipin 
is rarely stumped 
for an answer. 
Bishcfl Singh Bcdi 
might have lured 
many batsmen to 
(heir doom with 
his umttlising 
Highi. but now it's 
his pen that docs 
(he (alking. When the ''cricket bribes' 
scandal recently, he was ihe first 
person 1 thought of contacting. After all. 
Bisher Ktaji is always good fur the quo> 
table (|uoie {remember, how he (hreaie- 
ned to throw the Indian team into the 
Tasman Seu!}. But for once»fiedi appea¬ 
red reluctant to go on record. All he 
would say was: "This could only be the 
tip of the iceberg, but let me do my own 
investigations before I make a full 
statement." 

Now. before (be supersleuth spinner 
decides io embark on Om trai I. let' s try io 
unravel the mystery. On 11 February. 
Tht Sydney Morning Herafd — one of 
the better papers in Australia—claimed 
that Test spinners Shane Wame and Tim 
May were bribed to 'throw" the first 
Test match in Karachi last year. The new¬ 
spaper added that anotlw offer was 
made before the third Test Both o^ers. 
it Is reported, were spurned. 

For the record. Pakistan won the first 
Test by just one wicket while the third 
match was drawn after the Australians 
had made the hosts follow on. The Inter- 
national Cricket Conference has promi¬ 
sed a full enquiry. 

Predictably, the Pakistanis are incen¬ 
sed. After all. it's more than five months 
since the Australians were m Pakistan, 
so what was the Australian Cricket 
Board doing all these months? 
Moreover. In a team sport like cricket, it 
iso'i easy to Tix ' a match, especially a 
Test match played over five days. 

Of courae, there is heavy betting in 
cricket, as,indeed there is In any sport 
that has acquired industry status. Of 
course, cricketers love dw colour of 


money But lo believe that betting syndi¬ 
cates roa (he sport or that cricketers are 
so avaricious as to play ior their wallets 
and not their counoy is to miss the wood 
for (he trees. 

The etaipem Pikisuni commenutor. 
Omar Kureishi. put the issue in perspec- 
b ve when he argued.' If you want a Test 
match to be thrown you have to involve 
the entire team and not just two bowlers. 
A^ all. if the obtain takes those bow- 
lem off. the entire plan can just go flat." 

Unfoitunately. in the words of the 
great cricket historian. C.l.R. James. 

hat do they know of erkket who only 
cricket know?' Over the years, cricket 
has become moft than just a game; it is 
war without weapons. Far ftom being 
played on ^ idyllic village green, the 
contest has the dimension of a global 
amphitheatre with flannelled gladiators 
vid baying neo-Romans. In the surchar¬ 


ged atmosphere of such sporting battles, 
it doesn' t take much to arouse passions. 

From bored housewives to the roadsi¬ 
de panwallali. ev^one has an opinion. 
Victory is seen as a test of national cha¬ 
racter. defeat becomes an equally major 
catastrophe. From Calcutta to Carls- 
brook, all of her majesty's former sub¬ 
jects have become cricketing jhtgoisis. 
And in this high-stake business, idol 
wor^ip and idle chatter are 
contemporaneous, 

S alim Malik. Mushi^ Mohammad 
and any other Pakistani cricketer 
who now come under the media 
microscope are not the first to become 
the victims of cricket' s gossip brigade. 

Even the legendary Sunil Gavaskar 
was not spared. I .shall never forget a con¬ 
versation (hat [ hod with a self- 
proclaimed cricket "expert" {they run 
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imo millions). Wc were 
discussing (he World 
Cup stmifinvU of 1987 
between England and 
India. It hiid been Ihe I ii« 
(le Master's last game for 
(he country and he was 
dismissed (or a single 
figure score. As India 
wcn( on (0 lose the match, 
the firing squad was 
ready to take aim. "Did 
you sec the way Sunny 
was bt'wlcd! Bloody 
Sira ighi ball from De Krei* 
la^ and he won't even 
handle that. To thmk that 
he scored 34 centuries. I 
am .sure that he must ha\‘e 
taken money!" 

A few inonihs ago. it 
w&s Manoj Pruhhakar’s 



Double standards 
are all too 
apparent. When 
Mike Atherton 
(above) scuffs the 
hall, he islet off 
for being 
careless, but 
Pakistan's entire 
fast bowling army 
is hauled up when 
Imran Khan 
admits to having 
tampered with the 
ball 


rum lo receive an oral 
^whipping. His oawl in a 
^M'Day loiemauonal 
ag^» West Irtdies not 
a|i^ him being dn^ 
ped ^prftr^ team but 
also^to allltHKis of ins!' 
nua]»c«if.,hban^^1iMdc in 
(he pressl^ilt^^nhC^ber 
one headline in^jJaW 
rcspeaaWc O^arati 
paper. "Manoj Prabhakar 
threw away match for 
paisa.'' Unfortunately, 
defamation laws in our 
couniry remain undevelo- 
ped otherwise Prabhakar 
could have claimed 
millions. 

■RKre is. however, a 
far more insidious edge 
to the manner in which 
the WeMcm media have 
seized upon the allega¬ 
tions (hat have been nwle 
against the Pakistani 
players. In the last few 
years, PaJusuniv have 
been brartded the "bad 
guys" of intemMional 
cricket. Their players 
have been aceuwd of aJJ 
kinds of things, from Urn- 
penng with balls to abu¬ 
sing umpires to biased 
umpiring 

The douUe standards 
are all too a^arent. 







luall GavttfcarhgwIedbyDiFreltn lathi 1987 Warli 
CHpttmifM ma tlw Llttla Maitar mu aecaaad 
If 'batting* 


When Mike Athenoo scuffs the ball, he 
is let off for being "careless". When 
Imran Khan admits to having tampered 
with the ball. Pakistan's enlbe fast 
bowling army is placed under investiga¬ 
tion. When Mike Gatling wags his 
finger at the Pakistani umpires, he is 
hefieved lo have only lei off steam. 
When iaved Miandad does likewise, he 
is guillotined by the media. When Sha* 
koor Rana commits an umpiring error, 
he Is taken off the iniernational list of 
umpirc.s When David Constant is con* 
sum in his support to the English cause, 
no one utters a word. 

I n a sense. Pakistan's cricketers are the 
ideal "enemy”. The confrontation hci* 
ween the "dubious" Muslim and the 
upright Anglo-Saicon; the haiilc bet¬ 
ween those who have usurped the title of 
world champions and tho^ who taught 
cricket to the "natives", 

It all fits in beautifully with the popu¬ 
lar stereotype that has engaged millions 
the world over — the spectre uf hordes 
of medieval Islamic fundamentalists 
overrunning (he world. So far, these 
unruly mobs have been kind enough to 
focus on the polilkal arena. Now. when 
Ihey threaten the Victorian game's 
ethics, the Empire*is ready to strike 
back. 

Well, it (S time now to junk Victorian 
values. Cricket has always had its cheats 
and not all of them have been dark- 
skinned. The late Dr W.O. Grace, (he 
symbol of the Golden Age of English 
erkket, was also the game' s fi rsi big con 
artist The most famous insunce was 
when Grace was bowled in a match, 
quietly replaced the bails and chose to 
IM on a.s if nothing had Happened. 
Cricket folklore has il (hat Grace 
laughed away the episode with a one- 
liner: "Look, the crowd has come to see 
me bat and not you bowl." The British 
sense of humour might well be tickled 
but to me this seems like downnght 
cheating. 

Maybe, fixing matches is something 
new to English cricket. But there is an 
easy enough explanation for this, and it 
has nothing lo do wiih hoy scour nortons 
of honour. Rather, it is a reflection of the 
fact that English cricketers don't need iii 
be bribed to lose matches. Ihcy lose 
anyway • 
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The Supreme Court 
hauls up 30 major 
factories in West 
Bengal for failing to 
meet pollution 
standards 


r the imJuMry circles in West 
Bengal, euphoric over the 
siutc government’s new poll* 
cics, the Supreme Court (SO 
ludgemcfll <it' 3 February 
vaiiK us a holt from the blue. The apex 
coun ordered ihedosua' of 30 factories 
for failing to incei polluiion control 
siundard^. 

This led to hectic parleys among 
in<JuMriuli>ts and the state authorities 
who hadn't expected such a drustic step. 






There was also the unuJ aMempi hiptdiii- 
ci5ie I he ivsue. Some OppoNitnm 
Congress leiidcr^ accused the Left Front 
government of ncgligCTKe and the ruling 
party quarters hinted at a conspirucy to 
'Uihotage the slate's development Bui 
soon, everybody rcuhbcd that the court's 
order hud to he obeyed. 

This was ncH the first time that 
industries in West Bengal were pulled 
up by the Judiciary for fulling to comply 
with envirorunemal norms. Whai made 
the difference, however, wxs the liming 
and the presence of some big numcN in 
the black list: Hindustan Lever and 
Brooke Bond Lipton India Lid, Block 
Diamond Beverages (bottlers for Coca- 
ColaK Birla Jute and even (he India 
Government Mini! 

Wc**! Dcngul chief minister Jyoti 
Biisu took a serious view of the matter 
and directed Wesi Bengal Industrial 
I3evelopment Corporation (WBIDC) 
chairman Somiuiih ptaiierjec to lake 
damage-control tncasuxes. Speaking to 
reporters later. Chutierjee admitted thai 
he hud been lotally m the dark ti 11 ihe mat* 
ter was flashed in the press. He. 


however, promptly got his act together 
and held a meeting with representatives 
of the erring indusinev the next day. 

At the meeting, it w»» decided that an 
affidavit would he liled before the SC. 
on behalf ol the state Pollution Control 
Board (PCB). There would be a pica fee 
an extension of the deadline. A stay was 
obtained on 6 February, The court 
allowed the industries three months to 
take corrective measures, failing which 
they would he liable to pay a daily line 
of upco Rs 5.0fX) and even face closure. 
And the Central Polluiion Control Board 
would monitor iK'progrcs.s of work. 

Reproentmive^ of must ol the 
industnes. during their meeting with 
Chatterjee and while >pcak(ng to the 
press, talked about a "communication 
g^". They also ^lud that ihcy were not 
regularly informed about the standards 
set by the potlmion-conirol authorities. 

A spokesman foe a mulUnat ional com¬ 
pany un the hit-lisi told SrsoAv. The 
SuprciiK' Court order came before any 
eorttclivc steps could he initiated." This 
was the common refrain of the inajoniy 
i^thecompantev 


W as (he SC order really u sudden 
and drastic one'* Going by the 
history uf the case, it doesn't seem so. 
The origiKil wni petition on which the 
order was delivcn^ hud been filed by 
the Delhi-based envirornicnial lawyer, 
M.C.Mt^ia.wayb(ickin I9»5. Ii relates 
lo indusirial pollulion along the river 
Ganga from Dllar Pradesh in Wesi 
Bengal. 

Mehta, in his petition against the 
"Governnient of India and others', had 
said that about 10.000 factories and 
other establishments along the Ganga 
were daily discharging their toxic 
eftiuenis into the river which is conside¬ 
red India's lifeline. Initially, die fiKUs 
was on water pollution. Later, air pollu¬ 
tion was taken into account and the 30 
West Bengal units have been indicted 
fur fouling up (he air. 

In (he course of the marathon ease, (he 
SC has issued strictures on various 
units, ranging from 29 tanneries and the 
Mathura Refineries in UP to ihe husy 
Howrah SuiUxi in Calcutta. 

The matter of the West Bengal 
indu.sthes came up in the hearings as 
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Hie judges 
not^ that the 
deadline for 
theerrii% 
industries had 
been 

repeatedly 
pushed brck 
to enable them 
to meet 
environmental 
standards. 

And this time, 
they said they 
had to order 
closure 



early as 1993. "All the uniu which were 
involved in the case for violating air oe 
waier polluuon standards were notified 
several times by us and lold to adopt 
adequate measures. But many of them 
chose to ignore the notices until they 
were pulled up by the Supreme Court.* 
said DUwajii Mukherjee, law officer of 
ihe suiePCB. 

Justices Kuldip Singh and N. Venka* 
lachala. in their verdict of 3 February, 
al.^o noted that the deadline for these io 
erring industries had been repeatedly 
pushed bdck to enable them to meetenvj* 
ronment standards. 

"The West Bengal Pollution Control 
Bi>ard. in its report dated January 14. 
1994, informed this court that all the 
industries siluaied in the Ganga basin 
including those mentioned in above 
paragraph (the 30 units[ were directed 
by Ihe Board to set up air pollution 
control devices. Again, pursuant to ihU 
court's order dated July 25. 1994. the 
board issued notices in August 1994 to 
ail the individual industries mentioned 
ill the i^ve paragra^. directing them 
Io SCI up the air pollution control devices 


Mia*vMNw«> 


within three months. On the recommen* 
dalion of the board, further time was 
given to all Uksc industries to do the 
needful from lime to time. Finally, ihis 
court by order dated 25 November. 
1994, and subsequent orders granted 
further lime lo the above industries. It is. 
tberefoR. clear that despite notices 
gi ven by the board and time extended by 
ihis court from ti me to li me. the neces.sa* 
ry pollulion conirpf devices have not 
been installed by the above mentioned 
industries listed in Group HI, Group IV 
and Group V of Annexure *A*. and as 
such there is no alternative left wiih this 
court but to order closure of these 
industries/ 

B ut once more, the polluting units 
have been granted a three-nxmih 
reprieve. Will they — and the govern* 
ment—act now to set things right? 

The emrepreneucs have realised the 
sefiousACSS of the problem. I don't want 
any industry to be closed down in West 
Bwgal. hvery unit has been told lomoni* 
tor the pollution levels on a day to day 
basis and take corrective steps. An irffi- 



lyotl Bum: ha taoh a aarleue vlaw af 
tha mattar Md afdarad praniBt 

daraaga control ■■aauraa 


ccr has been specially entrusted with the 
duty to provide me with information on 
whk is being done. The Central Pollu* 
uon Control Board has been approached 
for sending an expert. I have bean direc* 
ted to lake perwmal interest and I am 
taking it." said Somnath Chaiterjee. 

Representatives of some of the noia* 
Me industries cojicemed also assured 
Sunday that they were hying their best 
to meet the deadline. 









SUSINCSS 



TIIVIE TO MOVE 

Thf Supreme Court sets firm deadlines }br the 
shifting of east Calcutta tanneries 


• A Hindu>uin Ltv«r spokesman said 
that (he problem w^th iheir unii mainly 
originwect from (he dependence on coal* 
fired h»)ilcrs. The qualiiy of coal sup¬ 
plied was oflcn inferior, causing high 
emissions. Now. (hey were crying u> sup* 
picmem U by uil-firvd boilers, even 
(hough ii invi»lvcd higher coms. The 
coal-fired ones arc also being overhau¬ 
led, he assured. 

* 

• Alan Rego, senior commuiucnoons 
managei, Bnwike Bimd Lipton India 
Lid, also blamed ihc "vanaiions in (he 
qualK) of coal". Alihough muhi* 
cyclone separators have been ineialled 
by (he company io reduce particle eml«* 
kion. an analysis ciinducied by ihc PCB 
in January |495 "revealed chat wc were 
exceeding iIk* atmospheric emission 
norms.' he adntilied. According to him. 
Ihc coinp;iny is now installing a bag fil¬ 
ter ai a cost of Rs 40 lakh. 

• Conipiir> so^^'es at Birla Ju(e said 
thui they hud already se( up an effluem 
treatment plant at a cost of Rs 27.5 lakh 
and were installing air pollution control 
devices They were hopeful that the 
work would ^ completed well ahead of 
ihc sUpuluicd lime. 

• S.M. (inpia, accovms manager and 
secretary, Black Diamond Beverages, 
said ihut although his company had 
installed a Thermax multi-cyclone prcci* 
pitatoi for ihc boiler in August last year, 
the PCB inspectors who visited the plant 
in January ihis year could not sec ii as 
there were no lasers available for them 
to climb up to the site. He hoped that the 


C lose (»(he beds of its verdici» 
on 30fv(onei. (he Supreme 
Coufi has asked the WeM Ben^ 
government to shift 530 (annencx 
from their present locatioo on (he 
eeuem fringe of Cakuua and cheek 
(he pollutioc caused by them. T7» 
oedtf. issued on 20 Fehnitfy. is a 
fbUow-upto an earlier one, dated 13 
December. 1994. In conneciion with 
the 0«)ga p^lubon case. 

Now. (he stale govemmeni has to 
relocate these units at a modem 
leather complex and set up efflucni 
(remment plants by lOMaichThe 
coon bas directed the unhorities (o 

recover (be pn:^ cost of Re 65 
crore from (be tanneiy owners in 


phases. 

The apex court has also issued a 
similar order for 29 tanneries in Uttar 
Pradesh end hu imposed a 'pollution 
fine* of Rs 25.t)00 on a sugar rtul I in 
thatxtate, 

Meanwhile, the Nagarik Mancha 
has demanded action against 700 
acid factories and U munlcrpiillTies 
for polluting ihe Ganga. The 
orgiAisaiian has requested the eowt 
to seek explanatlMs from the civ ic 
bodies regarding bow they spent tiw 
money received under (he Ganga 
Action Plan for pollution-control 
measures. About Rs 110 crore bad 
been disbursed for the purpose till 3 1 
January. 1994. 


UNDERFIRE ■ Industrial units that have been hauled up by t' 


«XieAC*«v*v* 



• IMhwraflJ Paper kNM, MQram.Monapora 

• Mum loa-eraam {Roflidt), Mooafp w .wooowy 

• JayaM TeMHa, Mm. Heogntr 

« MaM 4 Otm Co., n-4. Tmpencnpoihoad. CaKumat 

• Andrew Yulo 4 Co., Qayesr>pw. Kafyani, Nadu 

• BM Jidt i induatrlM Lid, aki^MT. eo-Poi m 

« fflndugten Lover Lid, ea Garoan Daaoh Road, CaMuna 4* 

• IMiM4 Colim (InM) Ltd, Asanaai, OuMwan 

• Dartric Lamp liPG (Mia) Ud. i TarateaaRoad^cwbrtqiM 

• MM Govt Mklk Aikma. DX Road. CalouRa 09 

«Tht KoMn ihito Co. Lid.Taipviwr, M-noaM 

• NJtC Ud, umtAiaii^t, iHowd^. aa-Pgi pg 

• JMMP 4 Co. Ud, a OMay Road, Calcutta ao 

• Tosnoeo Lid, wonm. caHuuase 

»Tomoce Ud, Werxa. Caicwta so 
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"\bd6cT probkm" would Mlved su>n. 





• D. Duttd, deputy general manager of 
India Government Mint, informed that 
(he esIabli&hnKni was in the process of 
implementing a loial modernisation 
plan which would include pullution 
control facilities. Although the whole 
scheme would need about a year to be 
completed, 'some immediate steps'* 
would be taken within the SC’s deadline. 

D espite (hose assurances, sceptics 
doubt (he companies’ sincerity, and 
everybody shudders to think of the inn- 
.set) uciKes if 1 hey fail to meci the dead I i • 
ne. Nearly 33.000 workers would he 
thrown out of jobs ifthc 30 units arc shut 
down. 

"What IS particularly 
annoying that ihe HilliHM 
industrialists arc now 
trying lo rope in ihe iradc 
unions by counicrposing 
cnvironiticni with 
employment. This 
should not be done. Knvi* HaUttB 
ronmeni protection is a 
social responsibility 
which ihc managements HH||||||j 
have shunned. If the 
Supreme Court pressures 
ihemtoahidchy the laws. 
it has our full support.” 
said Kali Ghosh, the 
env leader who is 
handling the muiicr 
"if the induvtrialisls now say they 
were ignorant of the environmental 
laws, this ignorance is condemnable.” 
remarked INTUC secretary Pramaihesh 


Sen. *At the same 
lime, ihe stale goveen- 
ment has also failed lo 
enforce the laws pro* 
perly. If it had fulfil led its 
duty, it would not need a 
court order to do so.” he 
added. 

■jpHUH The labour leaden also 
allege that the manage* 
menis of some faciories 
<re using the SC direc* 
tive »• a preteat lo close 
down units which (hey 
think are unprofitable 
Among them are even 
some public sector undertakings 
referred lo the Board for Industrial and 
Financial Reconstruction <BIFR>. 

Naba Dutta. convenor of N’agarik 


Mancha, an activist group on indusiiyr 
and envirunmcni. further pointed out 
ihat in the case of Baranagar Jute Mill 
and Remington Rand, which were orde¬ 
red by the SC to be cK tsed dow n last year 
fur the same reason, the workers were 
pressurised to bear Ihe costs of selling up 
pollulion*control systems. 

Both Chosh and Sen said thai it was 
(he sole responsibility of the manage¬ 
ment 10 upgrade their pollution-control 
facilities, and suggested that funds 
should be set aside for pollution 
control measu res They 

agreed that the state govemmeni and 
Pnancial institutions should come for¬ 
ward with soft loans for upgrading envi¬ 
ronmental facilities of units which have 
a genuine financial crunch • 
mrn^OvfU/CthvtU 


preme Court 


»HIrsd Wirt hidutiriM Ud. iMdAotf .SsMMr, 

»HJnduMi Wlfta M Bt. Road.tuaehar. 94-#«a W) 

»dtifOP 4 C0.| Ourgapur. Burdwan 

» MAMCktt. DwBdPur-iO.tmdwm 

>BUfflBMvd4Co.Ltd,Bumpi^w»««.Bu*dwan , 

»NJMC tw, UaBUraen, 12 Cenvam iJM. C«euRa 1 8 
»AliOfiil>tfPip<rlftduaWuBi jaiKiWviaOheauriagkCaKMm 
»Tfcgii h Mm F ie te ry, pagwn. aanym 
»ftMwmp hdMliW Co^ D-eiOQK. 

* Slack Pfaniorsd Bavafagw LM, p-ai Taraigia noa a, cttotm # 

* ABMRMini4CNmlML!d,Bud^Bwt9aTnaihHMB24FBaA 

* KobnW(ChnmleilaUd,oayaanpw,i(afyvi,Ma«a 

* flrftfitra BfrnfjI Iptnn Intlii1 11 (Mhnia riiwtiimow 71 rpirg 

UlM Iron 4 8M Cb ^uratan Bazar. lOiwaopur. IMnanom 
domon 4 Hlehelton, Oartfa. NaM. t4-F0agd 
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To attract more foreign 
investors, the Indian 
government has to 
remove the hurdles 
encountered by them in 

this country 






JAVSHREE SSNGUPTA 
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WANTING A 


I I • M 


thu m ihe rural areas, more people said 
they got two square meals a ^y, A simi¬ 
lar treod was evident in the urban areas. 
The foreign investor may be inclined to 
conclude that poverty really has not wor* 
sened. Someth else points oui that by 
global standards, India does not have 
horrible inequalities, and they are much 
higher in China. Mexico and Brazil. 
Ezpeirs add that reforms in India have 
not increased inequalities by mart than 
a fraction. Much confused by now. the 
foreign investor looks around and if he 
U pemepuve. he notices that it is a very 
visible fraction. He can see a vast diffe- 
reiM in the Ufetiyles of the rich and the 
poor in the cities. But the foreign 
investor says to himself. ''So what? All 


MHMTM VMMM—4 UMI ^ 














iniJusiriaJi^cd couninc« huve «lurm. 
ghcilo^ and pock<:t^ of poverty." 

(ndian ore also saying ihoi ii is 

loo curly to assess the efiecr of reforms 
on ihc employment snuuiion. Tfie scene 
bfill looks cncouruging lo the foreign 
investor. 

G ranted that the foreign investor is 
not really bothered about the 
inequality aspect uf the rcfoim. All he 
would really want is lo do businexs 
smoothly vkI efficiently. Otherwise, 
why would Antericans go to China in 
»uch a big way without bothering about 
its political system or the pace of i i& refor* 
ms? Yet. because the Americans had rhK 
bodierud, they arc Undiiig themselves in 
u situaliofl which is likely to create pro* 
Uems for USA's $40 billion invest- 
meni. They wiJI be more caretui in 
furure. They will insist on cr^ynghi 
laws and ensure that their technologies 
and products are i^ected. They would 
seek transparency in policies. may 
even insist on faster reforms, so that 
bureaucratic rvd*tape is done away with. 

That there would be no backtracking 
on reforms has already been reitericed 


MANMOHAN $INCH 


The PM has been 
reassuring the world that 
the economic reforms will 
continue, even if 
there was a 
change of 
govemmenL But 
the finance 
minister did 
express doubts 
about whether 
reforms would 
continue if the Congress 
government was voted out 
of power 


conncfriions. He would have in employ 
problem-solvers like Karvey Keitel in 
Quenun Xarantino'N Pulp Pn Uttn. who 
would work through bribes and other 
dubious means. Suddenly, the cheap- 
ness of labour will become a myth when 
Indians sun asking for g'csbal salaries 
and many more are needed to man sim¬ 
ple operations than svould be required in 
China He would be amazed at Ihe time 
uaken to nwve and dear goods from 
ponv u> manufaciuri ng u nits or even par¬ 
cels from post offices. 

The foreign investor would also be 
worried about escalating pnees und 
double-digit inflation. Ji will make 
the unit's products less competilive m 
the global market as well aa curb 
domcvtic demand. InHaiion makeii 
people jumpy and impalieni. Ordinary 
people would hardly wait for (he 'trickle 
down' effect to work itself out. Inflation 
may thus cause protests and result in 
wage-hikes, which foreign investor aie 
afraid uf. TVy can cause major disrup* 



TTuni.'Uer did express douMs about whe¬ 
ther reforms would continue it' the 
Congress govemmetu wav voted out of 
power. What will actually happen is sull 
not very clear to the foreagn investor. 

He may still want lu go ahead and set 
up an gHkc or reni houses for the expotn* 
ate staff. For the first iimc, the foreign 
investee wruild come across (he busine&s 
of renuls and real esUie. He would be 
dumbfounded by the deal ings of land lor¬ 
ds and ^taie agents, demanding half the 
money in black or half in doJIars and 
many years' payment in advance. He 
would have problems in gening ordina¬ 
ry things like power, gas ur telephone 


P.V. NARASIMHA RAO 


lions in the ectmomy through increase in 
enme and even armed unrest. Then, the 
problem of rising inequalities would be 
more relevant to the foreign investor and 
could shake his confidence as it did in 
Mexico, 

1 f you were a foreign in vesior, wuuld- 
n't you like to wait and watch and put 
things on hold? One report you may like 
to look at and v^ich will be out in a few 
months'time is the Kaiional Sample Sur¬ 
vey of 19Q3 *94 covering a lakh of house¬ 
holds. The bigger survey is likely to be 
more reliable than the past annual sur¬ 
veys and would give a clearer picture 
abwt (he sustainability of the economic 
reforms. In the meantime, the economy 
ought to pick up and give confidence to 
Ihe foreign investor. However, u lot 
may happen before me rcpon is out and 
complicate the picture, • 


« Slav *«M 
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C.IC SHAftlEF. UMON ItMSTCn FOR 

RAILWAYS. REACTIN6 TO THE RAILWAY 
WAGONS ISSUE RAISED 9Y WEST BENGAL 
CHIEF MIWSTIR^TI BAM 


catcinogens in the human 
body. 

Now, (he question is: will 
the govemmeni and the 
environmentalists opposing 
the project buy this 
argumeni? 

■ Stnpk* 
account 


W iai's making news in 
media circles (hc^e 
days? Well, going by the 
trend, (he bigger advertising 
agencies are fomting 
separate and specialist 


D. R. Mehta is the new chief of the Securities 
and Exchange Board of India 


Rnally. the suspense is over. After 
endless debales and speculation over 
who will fill (he vacancy left by (he 
death of S.S.NMlkami, D.R. Mch(a. 
deputy governor of the Reserve Bank of 
India, has been ^ipoin(ed the new SEBI 
chief for five years. 

Mehu has been in the Indian Administrative Service 
and was the Controller of Capital Issues (CCI), before he 
joined the hanking diviskm c< the Union fi nance mini siry 
as additional secretary. His experience with the finance 
minisby will stand him in good stead in the new economic 
cl imate of (he country. 

With the steady expansion of the domestic capital 
market. SEBI *s role as a regulatory body is bccom ing 
increasingly important And what's more. SEBI was 
empowered by an ordinance earlier this nxmth to lake 
more punitive steps as and when necessary. Besides other 
powers, ii can now fine errant financ ial intermedi aries and 
punish those guilty of cnmicul oHences tike insider 
trading. 

Earlier. Mehta had been re^ionsihle for framing 
significant policy measures for the banking sector. They 

included fonnulacing (he criteria for punishing banks 

involved in the scam. 

At preseni. SEBI is engaged in formulating rules and 
procetfBres to live up to (he various new responsibil i ties 
entrmiad lo it. The board is also expected to provide 
redmial for invextor%' grievances, such as delay in 
i ssuiDg share cenificates after conclusion of transactions 
between brokers and clients. 


ITC: • prlia cateh 

outfits to buy space for (heir 
clitnh. 

Lintas, which handles its 
tnedi^buying operations 
through Initiative Media, 
had bagged the prestigious 
roca*Cola account, last 
year. Thi s t i me. the agency is 
in the news again for getting 
the account of the Rs 
4,000-crore turnover 
conglomerate — ITC. 

TTw account. how ever, is 
only for (he tobacco 
division's products and 
includes ITC's bestsel I i ng 
te^ds like Wills. Gold 
Flake. Classic and Bnstol. 

Analysts say (hat the deal 
is vigni^cant in the light of 
ITC bagging (he 
sponsorship rights of one 
of the biggest sporting 
events in 1996—the cricket 
World Cup. a 


■ ForflriMr 

shores 


T he recent earthquake 
which ihook, Japan and 
devastated one of its premier 
industrial cities. Kobe, has 
had an impact on India as 
well. 

While rebuilding is in 
progress in Japan, over 200 
small and medium-sized 
manufacturers of formal 
leather shoes, with a 
combined lumover of US 
S600 million, have been 
desperately looking for 
alternative sites to continue 
with (heir busine.vses. 

Many of these affected 
shoe*making units have 
shown an interest in 
relocating their set'Upv in 
India. According to a 
visiting delegaiion ol 
Japanese industrialists, the 
pori city of V i shakhapatnam 
in Andhra Pradesh has been 
shortlisted as one of the ideal 
locations, after studying 
prospects in China. 

Indonesia and Thailand. 


■ TlMgreMi 
•Ignal 


W ith concern about 
environmental 
pollution increasing every 
day. controversial projecu. 
which have been facing stiff 
opposition. have to fight 
tooth and nail to get approval 
and consent. 

Take (he proposed 


Thapar*DuPoM nylon 6.6 
project in Goa. for instance. 
Since the unit would 
produce huge qu^tiiies of 
toxic wastes aiW 
carcinogenic by-products, 
the project had raised serious 
doubts about the 
environmental and human 
damage it could cause. 

However, according to 
Ramakani T. Shet. an 


India-bom fellow of the 
prestigious UK-ba.sed Royal 
Society of Chemistry, the 
alleged ciirtinogeniciiy of 
the by products of the main 
raw matenah used in the 
maki ng of ny Ion 6.6 has 
been refuted by the US 
government agency. OSRA. 
which says that there is no 
conclusive evidence lhai the 
combination o 1 '(hose 
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SPOTUGHT 



Scuijan Ctufe Sasunil m 
Jaipur. Covinda rushed 
xtraighi (o his saxurol in 
Bombay. (Nu. we don’t 
mean his moiher'iri'luw's 
house, it's the 
Special Task 
Rjrce office we're 
implying here.) 

Ami, ifihcCBI hud 
believed Sulim Kurla, an 
underworld figure, 
involved in the Romhuy 
blasts case, then the hero 
would have actually 
found himself behind the 
bars. 

Kurla alleged Lhai 


Fora 

SONG 


Me might be 
enthralling 
millions of music lovers 
throughout the country, 
hut his wife is singing a 
different tune. 

Recently. Kumar 
Sanu’s estranged second 
wife. Rita. 

filed a case before the 
court in Bandra, 
demanding a hike in her 
'maintenance' packet 
from Rs 20.000 a month 

U>—huld uii lu yuur lull 

— Rs25 lakh. 

Though, this has raised 
many eyebrows in 
Bollywood’s music 
circles, Rita claims that 
the amount is not at all 
unjustified. "After all. I 



OovMa: fufwy mewy 

Govinda had paid him Rs 
1 lakh. And the actor, who 
denied the charge, was 
interrogated by the 
sleuths for nearly six 


hours. 

"I have never given a 
single naya paisa to any 
pleaded 

Govinda. 


But as a popular song 
from his yet to be released 
Khmut goes. "Koyi hhi 
peh( hano no main k aun 
hofw." one can’t really say, 







UTOF 
THIS 
WORLD 


Kamar %wtm with wifa 
Wtta; wi prtca? 

am asking for just 
onc-fou rth of Sanu' s 
monthly earnings. Wiih 
that. 1 am required u> look 
after our three children, 
besides maintaining my 
large bungalow. 
Aashiqui. in Bombay." 


Unwittingly though. 
Rita has given away her 
cneofher husband's 
closely guarded secreis: 
the amount of money he 
makes should touch the 
Rs I-crorc marl every 
month. 

Tliaiis.iran angry wife 
is a truthful one. 


When 
‘reformed’ 
dacoit Phoolan Devi 
embraced Buddhism at 
the historic 
Deekshabhoomi in 
Nagpur, this is what the 
other 

(y et-lo-be-refomwd) 
bandits in the Chambals 
had to say: "Sau chuhe 
Uujo kar bilti kaj ko chali 
(Afier eating a hundred 
mice, the cat has decided 
to go to Mecca)." 

But. there were those 
who argued that the 
age-old Hindi adage was 
not relevant in this case, 
as Phoolan had already 
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C«npiM tHAFQUAT AU 


Read 

ABOUT IT 

Wife Romi 
HHHII thought of 
the perfect preseni to 
mark the first anniversary 
of hubby's world record: 
she put together a book of 
tributes to him. 

Kapil DfV ‘— Triumph 
0/The Spirit, edited by 
Surjii Banerjee, has bten 
brought out by the Allied 
Publishers It was 
released by M.F. Husain, 
who prescnied the first 
copy of the glossy edition 
to Amituhh Hachchun at a 
glittering ceremony. Also 
present, were Sunil 
Gavaskar and 
Mohammad A/haruddin. 

The only problem with 
having .so many 






MS, HwMbi pf iifta til# fin 

hMli# en: gntt#rlng fmicllo# 

luminaries grace the 
occasion was that the real 
star — Kapil Dev — had 
to be content with simply 
looking on. 


t# AnHabli BacheMw #• Kapil D#v 


Not lhal the 

ever* s(v modest crickeirr 
seemed to mind, with 
Sunil Gavaskar. 
Madhavrao Scindia. 


Clive Lloyd. Malcom 
Marshall and David 
Gower, amtmg others, 
paying glowing iribules 
to him in thebtKik. 




m 




Phoolan OovI: aiabrackig 
•uddhian 

been purified by a jail 
sentence. 

Interestingly, though. 
Phoolan was not alone in 
hei venture: husband 
Umed Singh was also in 
tow. A team of monks 
administered dei'k\ho to 
Phoolan and Umed before 




consecrating them as 
HudJha kxinyti t daughter 
of Buddha) and Buddha 
pa rru (son of B uddha). 
respectively. 

Whatever else results 
from this. Shekhar Kapur 
will have no problems 
with the censors if he 
decides to make a sequel 
on the further adventures 
of the bandit queen. 




Cbttraah D#a: train to 


sensation in the Wc.si with 
the Califi>mia Cold Ru.\h 
—depicting sal<xm 
dancers doing ihocaiicitn 
(with Kaihak fiHM 
movcmenls. of course). It 
should not he long hclbic 
Das sirikcs gold hca* us 
well. • 














D 0 vAN 


GROUP 


New SuccessTtories! 



Building 



CYCtSCWUNS 




Ocvi/.Mi (Vroup, u 1^0 irorc* 

oinKkniH'Mit*. IS inlo ilu’ riiciiri’ 

llmiUKli sirsiU'Kit ilivorsirii ;iiHms wUh a (lisfirKi 
ihniM (in inuikHinK 

IX'Wiin KiiUH'r ihi' rb}!?4u|) 

coinpuny whidi manuf^ciur^ (ISIfA hrimJ 
Cycle ryr«.*s t ulies, ha^ commvvsHiocd iu* 
KOI I for Cotton Vam set up at a ('<mi of 
Ks. 5<) cKin's svlih iinpoowl ffotii 

Swiizrfland and Oennany. 

1 X*wan TyK*H v^ Ulcning ii 5 pcoOuct 
ran^c by incrcasin}* Ihc capacity 
nianubi'lure of OTR tytvs. Tlic Us 62 cnw.* 
expon-ofjeniet! project is wiili U S. lic-up 


IX’vsran Steels kis iikhuiusI an cx|>aitsion 
pfoKrainim' Inr Cycle <:fwin^ aiul (ilV<iC 
Sheets insolvinK an initUy of Ks. 20 cnirc's, 
with a long tit in ex|y>r( ortk'c m hand for 60 ^)^) 
|tt(idiKlkm ofCyck* (lulns. Vw cxnnpany also 
propoNcs l<> Mf up a Rs. 63 emre pbnt for 
(>>I<1 Rolk'd Steel Stfi(». 

X\k sweet taste ol sg(.xt^s promises t^i 
lie Innher erthameil with a 2SlKri'(!D Sugar 
l*Unt estimated to cxki Rs. SA cron's, with 
cx^'CHfatkxi of 6 MW ])owcr 

Building (Txcsiantjy on its many .sirengihs, 
IX*wan Gremp locvises on a Rs. StX> croie 
turnover within the next tlmx* ^'cars. 


Dei»AN RUBBER INPUSTRtES LTD. 

□ewAN tyres ltd. ♦ QevcAN steels ltd. 


Corporate Ileadquaners Riihani. DelhoMerrut Road. Meerut 230 OUI 

'[■YRIiS & TUUliS • GAIVANISFD SlIRkTS • CYt^i: RIMS ♦ GVCXF.aiAlNS • WTTON YARN 
OTR mi'S • COUMfRED TYRES And Sexm... COU> ROlLkX) SlPJ-l STRIPS • SUGAR 










vcr .since the mpee was 
devaiucd in the early days of 
the Nara&imha Ran govern* 
mcni. Indians have watched 
sadly as air fares to forergn 
countries have pooincd to stratospheric 
levels. Bui now. a range of ania/ing new 
fares suggests that even Ihsise cif ua 

without the benefit of Swiss bank 

accounts can enjoy the thrills of foreign 
1 ravel. 

By any standards»the new fares repre- 
Mni astonishing value. Consider the dif* 
ference with donteviic fores. The two* 
hour-Md*fifteen minule jiwmcy from 
CaJeuMg tin Indian Airlines 
iKs 4,000. 'fhat means that 



International fares 
hit a new low. Now is 
the best time to fly 
abroad 


die pa.vsengcr pays jusi under Rs 2.000 
per hour. 

Conirasl this with ibe new excursion 
fare to Monircal on Air Canada. Thai 
journey vik^ a*«HJnd J6 hours each 
way 01 ^ coMs R& 37.760. In ciTcct. the 
piivscnger pay^ around Rs 1.100 per 
hour or around hoif of whai he would 




pay on a domestic secuv. 

And that's not oil. Most airlines will 
match the AirCanade fare. If you travel 
British Airways, you change planer in 
London and get an opportunity to see a 
new city as well. If you choose A ir Fran¬ 
ce. you could .slop in Paris. And so on. 

Nor are the published fares the only 

ones avoilablc. All airliner oiTcr 

discounts to travel agents. These range 
upwards of nine per cent. In a competi* 
Live market, an agent is i|uiie willing to 
discount a ticket and forego at least part 
of his commission. At present, it is not 
uncommon lo find agents who offer ten 
per cent ofl published farts. This nicuns 
that a fare that is listed m Rk .*)7,000 
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These days, international travel Is much cheaper than flying to domestic destinations 
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THE NEW DEALS 



FROM 


! FARu 


: CONDITIONS ! AIRLINE 


0 M/9 Qm b 9f AnywhM m R»M,290 

Q«rmafty 



MMm 


Frankfurt 


fta 32.910 


aMv:1 month 


MMmum 



Lufthaiwa 


DoM/Bombay 1 Faria 


Ft 29490 


DalhVBombay 



na 30,948 


DaIhUBomhay AmatarOain I Na20,790 


Dalhl/Boinbay 



fta43t070 


PallWBomb a y 



Ra37. 


Mhl/Bombay London 


Ri9t, 


could well be on ofTcr for Rv M.OOO. 

These faic« are the onc^utfeevd by Ibe 
CKtablished airlines. If you’re willing to 
be slightly more adventurous, then you 
could fly to New Yr>rk on ihe relatively 
new Tower Air which charges Rs 
34,812, before the travel agents discount. 

Similar great deals are available for 
those who wish to travel to virtually any 
western destination. KLM will fly you 
to Amsterdam for Rs 28.760. Lufthansa 
will lake you anywhere in Germany for 
Rs 2^,2^ and British Airways will 
offer seals to London at Rs 31.840. 

At these prices, one would be foolish 
to think of flying only to Indian destina* 
lions for holidays when, for a few thoU' 
sand rupees more, you could get many 
thousands of miles ahead. 


liaximum 

My:3 

mo n tha 


MMmuffl 


L_ 


Mytl 


Minimum 
My:7dRy« 
hltxlmiim 
•My: 4 


AJrFranM 




Minimum 

•tiy:$dtyt 

M«ilmum 

«My:48diy» 


Minimum 

•My:7dty» 

UttUmum 

•My:48d«yi 


Minimum 

•tay:79cyi 

M«vlmum 

•My:9Ddtyt 



> . 

% 


A irline discounting is 
rKM a new phenome¬ 
non. For the last several 
years, travel agents have 
offered great deals on 
lioJe-kflown airlines. 

Want to fly from Calcutta 
10 London? Don't bother 
with KLM or British Air¬ 
ways, the two airlines 
that offer direct flights 
from the Bengal capital. 
Try a dighlly differcni 
approoch. 

Fly first to Dhaka on 
Bangladesh Birrum. 

change planes at the air* 
port and Biman will Hy 
you to Lomion for ha- 
ween half and iwo*lhirds 
of-what the Europeans 
are charging. If you're 
suspicious of Bhnan. 
tlien there is alwnys the 
Royal Jordanian option. 
It involves changing pla¬ 
nes in Amman hut y<w 
still get to ].A)ndon for a 
frad I on of the Brit ish A i r- 
ways fare. 

Nof nre these deals 
available only to piei 
sengers who lly out of 
Culcuiui. If you warn to 
leave from Delhi, ihun 
you can use Tarom, (lie 
Romanian airline im 
which a g<Hid travel agent 
will discount ihc l.imdon 


.r*t 


^4- 
' - 














High-yield passengers get the best deal while those In cattle 
class are treated like the lowest form of human life 
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fare to Rs 20.000. Or 
Uzbekisuui Airway$, 
which offers a similar 
deal. Or even, if you're 
brave and desperate, 

AeroflrH. 

But ail these cheap 
options include an ele- 
mem of risk. And most 
involve some creative 
interpretation of the laws. 

Bangladesh Bimun, 

Royal Jordanian, 

Aeroflot, Uzbekistan Air¬ 
ways and Tarom have no 
legal right lu fly pas- 
sengurs from India to 
Uindon. Their rights are 
restricted to fcrryjng 
passengers between Indi¬ 
an airports and their 
home b&scs. 

So. most take refuge in 

Vi|aylMa.T*«trAk’SBMi|1ii|«lrtct9rfwMWAtli:«Mtiiit 

separate journeys. The eMMar M alrtlaM MritM CM^tmiw fN M 

man flying to London 

frt>m Calcutta on Bangladesh Biman is stories about fnends who got stuck in you takes your choice. 
reprc*u.*nied us a person who new (entire- Amman. Buchamt. Moscow or VhtkM 

iy legally) to Dhaka and then decided to when their connecting flights were ULfhai makes the new fare deals so 
make asccttnd JtHimey to the West. Simi- either cancelled or indefinitely delayed. W unusual i.t that they are not rcstric* 
larly, the chap who uses Tarom to get Ui As pauengers on cheap tickets ait ted to the fly-by-nighi (often literally) 
Lx)ndonisputcli>wnasaiutmsJtoBucha- regard^ by such arriines as the loweai operators but that they aie offered ^ 
rest who t^r decided to continue west- form of human life, no aiiempt is made some of the world's finest airlines, 
wards till he hit the British Isles. to find them huttls Tor the night or even. Moreover, they are entirely legal and 

It is an obvious subterfuge and one to offer them any food. Many end up totally hsk-ficc. Says Yoge^ Chandra, 
thai Indian auihoriiies turn a blind eye spemting up u> 36 hours in transit secretary, ministry of civil aviation, 
lo. B ut it does include an element of ri^. lounges in crummy. draughty aiiporu. "Our eodea vour i i to ensure that the Indi- 




some of the world's finest airlines. 

Moreover, they are entirely legal and 
totally hsk-frec. Says Yogesh Chandra, 
secretary, ministry of civil aviation. 
"Our en^vour is to ensure that the Indi- 


All Indian passengers have heard horror | But then, you pays your money and | an passenger gels the best deal and is 



Among the travails 
of the 

long-distanco 
travollor Is doaling 
with noisy chaotic 
ai^iorts, and 
somethnos evan 
being stranded In 
thorn when bo 
misses his 
coonoetion 
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PAY l|SS, FLY MORE 

Cut-throat competition itads to a sharpfall in intemaxiottol airfares 



^ k* 


Because thii U idJ lUghdy ^odgy. 
oobody ii wilBfii 10 ulk ebout It But 
SuNbAT't feporm spem severtl 
deyscAliinf invd ageBti, podD| ts 
pusengen 10 lee whu aw 00 ^ier. 
Here ere tite best deals they woe Able 
to gel. 

■ You would expect dw Eastern 
EufopeAR nrlioes to offer tbt 
chtapax fares (under the couater. cS 
course) to Loodon. tod you would be 
ri^L Aooflot has five flights a 
week, makes you dtange plaoes at 
Moscow and charges Rs 15.500. 
T^tkistao Airlines has the fare 
but only two flights a week, and you 
change planes in Dushambe. 
Urhekistan Airlines costs more (Rt 
16.700) but you get flve flights a 
week anl ch^e pJ arm In Tashkent. 


T here are two kinds of che^ fares. 

There sre the kit^ that the 
airlines openly offer (see box on 
/wge SO/ordeteih}. And there are 
the Kinds (hat you can get flom a 
resourceful uivel agent. 

Here's how it wo^: aiifnes ire 
forced by the DGCA to stick to a 
certain floor price. So, some arrange 
to give hefty conurussions to travel 
agents. As the agency business Is 
fierc^y competitive, it ii inevitable 
that agents will pass on e Urge chunk 
of their commission to paseeagers. 
Actual fates will go down tho^ the 
U^i will still cviy the offld^ fare 
pdatedofiii. 


PR Ifow my ts LnSn tir Ri tan am' 

■ The cheapen way to get to ; 

Londofi from CekuOa it via 
Bucharest. Buy a fuil'fere return 
ticket to London oo Tarom and ndl 
only will (he aiiiiDe pretend d)at you 
^, made seperaie (rips to Bucha/eeta&d 
”4Sa fromtbmmUmdoQfii^wn.kilhct. 
al 1 you did was change plaoes in 
Roiruuua). but il will alsopieteiid 
that you paid Rs 55.000 for your . . 

ticket. In fm^reutUG^sinri 
. agents hivefcMdEeddnwgdiBdkIh/ 

(thnksto 

-Ttfom)totslaggerlfi||ylowlU' 

17.500. U you tike die Bight hooi., 
Delhi, then the fate 
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locally protected You do Uiu cf 

the fares are legal You 
legal saJeguard^ on deals dvn ad^ in 
IhunselvcMlIegal' * 

The foreign airlines point out ftut opt 
only are these tares s^e and legal, but 
that they are also much chcapet than the 
old excursKMi fares Says Marc Benedei- 
ti. general manager. Air Pnm. *lf you 
wanted to fly from Delhi to New York 
on Air France dunng the high season, the 
cheapest eicuruun (are used to be Rs 
50.000 dui now we're ottenng a speci¬ 
al fare of Rs IT.TAOalltheyearrou^ * 
That means ihai over the U&i few 
weeks, the cheapest fare to New York on 
a 'quality' airline has come down by 
ncai ly 25 per cent The same is true lor 
fares to other desiinaiKwis The promt »• 
tiorul fare for Pans is Rs 29,260. down 
from a high season excursion fare of Rs 
39,010 That ts also a 25 per cent 
decrease And though Air France insists 
that It has no traffic rights on the India- 


no aitempt to slop them Of course, il 
say, a Romanian airline w i shes lo offer a 
cut rate fare to Pans, then we will ot^ect 
But we will not interfere when two natio¬ 
nal camera are involved ’' 

Vl^purTent price war began m earnest 
Wn ^Apnl 1994. when Tosver Air 
started offering a fare of Rs 26,000 for a 
return flight from Delhi to New York 
At that time, the cheapest excursion fare 
dunng the high season was Rs 50,000 
The moment Tower halved it. the airli¬ 
nes reacted wiih panic 

Says Madan Nayar, vice-president of 
Sita World Travel, "Moat earners felt 
threatened by Tower Air and found 
ways and means of getting around regu¬ 
lations to lower their fares On 15 July, 
1994,the direcioniif generalof civil avia< 
tKm <CX)CA) intervened and put a atop 
lo It altogether" 

But the DOC A could do nothing 
about Tower Air The fare between two 


Md tf you wam to viidtapote 

dey 00 ys3« wiy, yoio 

irifftdiy Ronniu ante wifi 
fbr only 1 U 14 KK) more. 

■ The Robiujbi have betm the 
BaglaideiUi aatbM. Per yeree* 
Ba ng hd art Bunan gave a gata anch 
hgfi^copiaitiaiOBi QD foU-tee 
ddBMi ftot they eadod up aelUAi 
tea Itf moeb ten that tfao 
emmonfare. 

Budib U reiU a good deal. A 
Ml-te defctc frera Cakudi oo 
London and back. wUh no 
rofBicdciB it all but with a chiagB of 
tenR in CteUk com Ri 23 , 000 . ai 
lent Ri 5,000 choicer than (he 
'tegltimaie* cowp e tfaon. 

M Agent! any (hey have reaioo to be 
ptea^ with Air Rioce. All ag f i n c a 
give ten a DiDe per cam 
cookfTuasion. But. Air France is 
offering nother teo per cent on dw 
Tetnaining 91 per cent Thts ^lowt 
them to sell ihut new prumotiootl 
fares It even lower ratti. Moceover, 
if you buy a fdlUfare Econoay Gaea 
(avaiUhle at a diBcount cd 
so m et hin g like 20 per cent), ihen the 
Preach wiU happily upgrade you to 
ClubClMs. 


MostMPsaraiii 
favMr ol ciwap 
fans and svM 
Prime Minister 
Naraslmiia Rao is 
of ths opinion tkat 
thaDGCAahoald 
net liitarvnne in the 
mailiet 


■ Brttiab Airways teofterlog (he 
aaine coontetiCRa re Air Prabce. but 
te tea wUlmg ta ugvrede peepk 


UK sector, there is little to slop a canny 
mvel dgeni fmm oifenng a Delhi- 
London ticket on Air France with a 
change of aircraft m Pans and a spectacu¬ 
larly low tare 

Air France is not the only airline to 
offer ihe^ discounts OfTicials al the 
civil aviation ministry say that they want 
(0 break (he cartelisation of air fares *lf 
Air India wishes to offer a ch e^ r fare 
lo P^s than Air France ii is welcome to 
tell us VO and to register the fare.*' says a 
high oifkiil 'We will ceruinl) make 


countries is worked out by ilic u>ncer- 
ned governments For instance, India 
and France can sii down and negotiate to 
allow their national earners five flights 
each between Indu and France Hie 
fares will then be fixed by the earners as 
aconsequence of these flying rights (cal¬ 
led bilaterals in the trade) 

There IS one notable excepiion There 
are no bilaierals between India and the 
US Amencan airlines can operate as 
many flighis as (hey like to three Timor 
Indian cilies Thai means that there is no 
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scope tor price (ixing. At>d so. the 
DCC A wu powerless (o stop Tower A i r 
from olTering iu fere?i. 

What it could do was crack down on. 
say. KLM. which wsa offering a New 
York fare via Amsterdam and argue that 
KLM had no rights between India and 
(he US. This exercise of authority was 
legitimate, but unpopular. 

When civil aviation minister Chulam 
Nabi Azad went to Pariiameni to defend 
the DGCA crack-down be was taken 
aback to find that MPs were all for cheap 
fares. Worse still, from Ohulam Nabi's 
point of view, even Narasimha Rao 
(hcHighi that the DGCA should stop imer* 
venlng in the market. 

By (he time a new civil aviation secre* 
tary. Yogesh Chandra, was installed, (he 
ministry had changed its mind Now. it 
was willing to allow cheap fares but 
Chandra insisted on aceriain (ransparen* 
cy. All fares would have to be filed with 
tte DGCA. which would approve them 
within 48 hours. There svould be no 
cartelisation. And discounts would be 
passed on to passengers. 

From November 1994, this new tegi* 
me has persisted and the international 
airlines have rushed to lower fares. 

S ay’* Mrinal Singh. Lufthansa's 
public relations manager. "Major 
players do not want to jeopardise thtir 


own market through a price war. hut at 
the momem the competition is very 
heavy," This competition accoums for 
the current reductions. 

But (here are other reasons as well. 
Says Navin Berry, editor of Travet PUa. 
"All the global airlines anticipate a huge 
outward boom from India. The major 
players are taking their position in antici* 
potion of the time when more and more 
Indians ttan travelling abroad." That 
accounts for at least some of the che^ 
fares. 

Then, there is tiie cfTect of devalua¬ 
tion. International fares are traditionally 
calculated in hard currency terms. When 
the rupee dropped in value against the 
dollar, all fares went up. Bui a large pro* 
portion of the expenses out of li^a for 
all foreign airlines remained exactly the 
same in rupee terms—ground staff sala* 
nes. oHice renb. advertising expenses, 
landing charges, etc. Use consequertce 
was that iniemationaJ airlines found (hat 
they were makiog s\qier-normal pn^its 
on their India route.s. 

Fores out of India have always been 
on the higher side. Any travel agent will 
tell you that it is cheaper to fly from Lan> 
don to Bombay on iticket bou^t in Lon¬ 
don than the other way around ort a 
ticket bought in Bombay. Moreover, 
cartelisation nSured titai it was cheaper 
to fly Bangkok'London tiun Bomtey* 


London. So, when the airlines found that 
their profits had reached such staggering 
amounts, they saw no harm in cutting 
fares. 

Though Tower Air is certainly (he 
cause of the price<utting. it is not the 
only factor at work. Says Vijay Handa, 
Tower Air's managing director for Indi¬ 
an Asia. "Tower can hardly be conside- 



TavrMi n MIk fltttliii a Mit • 
bnixitaBila 
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SaysMadan Nayar, 
irica-prasidafltof 
SItaWerldTravtl, 
IHost caiTiars felt 
thraatened by 
Tower Air and 
found ways and 
means of letting 
wound regulations 
to lower their fares" 



Says Alok | 
Sawlwey, taios I 
manager for BrltWi | 
Airways, ‘Tho 
proMem wttb Air ; 
India It that n i 
cannot compete , 
wIthBrititb 
Airways. They've 
probably slashed 
their prices 
because Uielr 
product Is not good 
enough" 



|«p will narrow. 

If (hai happens, will fares go up 
again? One view, within the trade, is that 
the entire fare war is an effort by the big* 
giex to force the Eastern Eurc^}eans and 
Tower Air out of the bus iness. There are 
precedents for this. In the ]970i and 
early 1980a. the major airlines, led by 
British Airways, forced the cut price 
Liker Airways into banXmptcy. Laker 
was offering cheap fares on (he Atlantic 
sector. *n>e biggies matched (he cheap 
fare till Laker lost enough money (o go 
bust. Then, the fares went up again. 

Could this be the same process at 
woii? Ceiuinly. many people would 
ncK mind paying Rs 5,000 more to travel 
by British Airways or Air France rather 
than nsk being stranded at Bucharest air¬ 
port courtesy of Tarom. Already, there 
is a move away from the cut price opera¬ 
tors and to the luggies. 

Bui will the cheaper airlines go bust? 
And will fares rise once this happens? 
At present, nobody knows even though 
the airlines make pious noises about ser¬ 
ving customers' interests. Certainly, 
there is a disiinci possibiUry that the 
cheap fares wm'l last. 

So. while the going is good; fly. fly. 
fly. • 


red serious competition to these major 
airlines because our flighh are of a low 
fre^ency. If they are concerned about 
low fares, then they should worry about 
Tarom und the Eastern European 
airlines.' 

W il I ihe fares remai n as low? The tra¬ 
vel industry is adopting a waii- 


and'waich attitude. After Air India, 
tradiiionally the mosi tight-fisted of all 
canierN, announced discounts of up to 
35 per cent on ail Western routes in all 
classes (but excluding the excursion 
fare}, the other airlines realised that the 
battk had been joirted in earnest. 

Says Alok Sawhney, sales manager 
for British Airw^s. The problem 
with Air India is that it 
caoQOt possibly compeie 
with British Airways in 
terms of cpiaJiiy of pro¬ 
duct. They've probably 
decided to slash their pri¬ 
ces because their product 
is not good enough.' 

Nobody at Air India, 
lean all its chairman, a 
dedicated British Air¬ 
ways loyalist till he was 
appoint^ 10 this post, 
pretends that its pn^uci 
IS world class. There are 
uni|riy too many factors 
ai wert for Air India to 
compete efleclively: poli¬ 
tical interference and 
trade unionism ace just 
two. But Air India takes 
the line that the differen¬ 
ce is not as great as Bn- 
lish Airways makes out. 
And that the 


a giMi to thU cwMrtn a pftM MRt to 
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Fear of flying 

No kidding/ That's how Air India makes 


T hrtf days before he wa^ let go. 
Capuifl D.S. Mathur, mana¬ 
ging director of Air Irntia sat in 
Us suite at Delhi's Ashol; 
Kotcl and gave Sunday an 
interview. He was ebullient and cheer¬ 
ful. When it was suggested ip him — 
with the greatest possible delicacy, of 
course—that Delhi mounded to stores 
that the civil aviation minisuy was 
unhappy with Uv way things wereai Air 
India, be was hoih smug and incredulous. 

"Never." he said. "I am the hlue-eyed 
hoy of the ci vl I aviation ministry.' 

Even 8H Mathur was holding forth, 
the ministry was forwarding a note 
recommending that he be replaced. U 
was not that anybody needed to sect 
him he was already on eKtension. Bui 
cenainly. Yogi Deveshwar's hand¬ 
picked successor as managing director 
had no clue that he was about to be given 
his marching orders. 

Hiai was late on a Friday evening. At 
the cocnnKncemeiU of work on Mon¬ 
day, the government announced that 
Mathur would be replaced, with immedi¬ 
ate effect, by Snjesh Kumar, a joint 
secretary in tlK civil aviation nunistry. 
So much for the blue-eyed boy. 

There is something, 
seriously wrong with the 
management loucture of. 
an airline where the boss 
starts his weekend belie¬ 
ving that he is the chosen 
one only to discover on 
Monday (hat he has been 
told to go away. Not only 
does it breed uncertaio^ 
but it also suggests that 
there are several commu¬ 
nication gt^ at various 
levels. 

In fact, despite his bra¬ 
vado, Mathur's eait 
been on the cards for 
some weeks. At Air Indl- 
a*i Nariman Point head¬ 
quarters, they had taken 
to referring to him as 'day- 
to-day managing direc¬ 


tor". And though his predecc&sor. Yogi 
Deveshwar. had been certain that his per¬ 
sonal equarioo with civil aviation 
minister Gbulam Nabi Aaad would sec 
Mathur through, Aaad did not feel 
bound by any such egmmiunent. 

A sk anybody u Air India how things 
ire and (he answer you get depends 
on the subtlety of the c^ you «idress 
(he quesoon to. A ^ain-sp^er might 
say that things are a total mess. And a 
discreet person might retort that the airli¬ 
ne is going through a period of transi¬ 
tion. But (he message is (he same; 
Mathur was not the only man who 
wasn't suit what was going on. 

One of Air India's problems is that 
not only does it have (oo many bosses, 
but (hat they don't stay bosses for very 
long. When Madhavrao Scindia was 
minister, he brought Yogi Deveshwar 
from rrc in the hope of privatising the 
airline. He also secured Cabinet appro¬ 
val for a ruling plan to regenerate Air 
India's fleet. 

When Scindia went Gbulam Nabi 
Azad put many of these plans on the 
shelf and busi^ himself with Deve&h- 
wv's pet prefect, a merger between Indi¬ 


an Airlinc.s and Air India. By the lime 
Deveshwar returned to ITC. privatisa- 
ticn had been all but forgotien and his 
successor, ihe well-meaning Captain 
Maihur. never had the security of tenure 
to decide what he was suppos^ to do. 

In any case, there was 
already confusion about 
who the new chairman 
should be. The job was 
offered io K. Padmariab- 
halah, an IAS officer of 
the Mahara^tra cadre, 
who said chat he had 
secretary rank and would 
only t^ it if it was made 
cleir that he would not 
report to the civil aviatioo 
secretary. They got 
around that problem by 
appoirKidg Padmanabhai- 
ah himself as the civil avi¬ 
ation secretary 

But (hen. he was offe¬ 
red the home secreta¬ 
ryship and darted out of 
civil aviation headquane- 
rs at Rtyiv Gandhi Bha- 
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van us us he could. His imcccssoras 

ticcTCtur^s Yogesh Chui>dra. mode the 
correct decision to refuse the chaimun* 
ship un the grounds that (he ministry 
looked afier airline passengers firsl and 
airlines second, Pudmaniriihaiah 
remained chairman and htmK secretary* 

Enter A.N. Verma. ihe powerful prin¬ 
cipal secretary tu (he Pnme Minister. 
Civil aviaiiuii is one of the few 
minisches when.* Verma has never hud 
much say. So, he put his own man in as 
(be new chairman. 

Fortunately, his choice of Russi 
Mody was an inspired one. Unforiunaic- 
ly. Ghulam Nabi Amd. (he mirvislacon' 
cemed, did noi seem to think so. 

Over the last (wo months. Azad has 
done everything pu&siKle to obsCAici 
Mody's fufKtioning. Ii might he unfair 
to suggest I hat he put members of Parlia- 
nwnl's Consultative CommiiM* up to 
boycotting Mody but certainly, be did¬ 
n't seem too disappointed when (his did 
happen. 

A fuonighl ago. (he situaiiim got so 
had that Mody seriously considered 
resigning from the post and a-sked for an 
appoinuneni with the Prime Minister. 


B y iben. there had been a new deve* 
iopmcni. There was a bmad consen¬ 
sus that Air India's Maihur had to go. 
But nobody was sure when this would 
happen or who would replace him 
Mody wanted a private sector person 
The mini siry wantixl one of ils own. 

Then, the minisicr suddenly took 
umbrage over Mathur’s handling of the 
cabin crew agitation and deckled that he 
had (0 be let go at once. But nobody 
ihougN it important to consult Mody un 
this issue. When the chainnan was Final¬ 
ly informed of the decision, he agreed 
but insisted on getting a private sector 
manager in Mathur's ^acc. 

Mody'.v point was that a hurcauemt 
would send out the wnmg signals. His 
appointment would suggest that Air 
India was still being cootndled by (he 
mitustry. On (he other hand, a private 
MXior manager would symbolise (he 
daw ning of a new i^. 

It was a debauble point. Yog i Devesh* 
war had head of FTC's hotel divi¬ 
sion. But his appointment heralded no 
new dawn. Instead, his c«oy relation¬ 
ships with MaJhuvrao Scindia utkI then. 
Chulam Nabi A^ad. ensured that the 


AIR INDIA'S 
DECLINING NETWORK 
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has stopped flying 
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ministry continued to call the shots. 

Though Mndy refused to see it that 
way. he finally hacked down when he 
realised lhai the ministry's candidate 
wa$ Brijesh Kumar, an unusual joint 
secretary. Kumar is the man who held 
temporary charge of Indian Airlines 
when it wa.s being buffeted by the priva¬ 
te canters. In a matter of mtinihs. he 
im^mivcd siafl mcnie and turned ihe 
airiinc into a major player again. 

kccugnising lhai Kumar was no ordi¬ 
nary bureaucrat. Mody agreed to the 
appointment. *1 welcome his selection." 
he told SoNDAY. "He is my friend and he 
is a very good ptiMVl." 

T he side-show obscures the very real 
pcoelems faced by Air India Like 
other internaliorul airlines operating out 
of India, it has iitadc huge rups^e pnvfus 
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The tnjlh»considera* * 

secreJ documem prejw* ’ ^ 

red by ihe civil aviation ^ Jf/. 

miniiuy aoics that "con- 

centration on (he shon* tffl’ 

term beneHuhas kepi (he 

airline profuabiebui with ) 

a shrinking markei^diare". 

The figures' lell their J 

own x(or>. In J 981. Air 
India controlled 
capacity of 29 per cent of 

UK of 

India. This gave a mar* 

ket share of 33 per ceni. • ^ 

had only slightly reduced V‘\ /V ' 

— to26 percent. But Air .■ t> ^ '" 

India's market share had ^ 

shrunk to a mere 20 per ‘ ^ , . ,, 1, . > 

ceni. Cip tB lw Mtawr ; t W B Sayi ifttf H SwcrIbtS hlmwlf as «» 

ii wait iwi only ihii pot- fclw tf iS bST Of tfct nbiMri hi tm nckii 

senger^ preferred to tra¬ 
vel by other airlines, it was also It was Scindia who once memorably bilateral of another 300 seats to a fureign 
(hat Air Indi a chose to operate to fewer I stated (hat the rate of growth of India’s arriinr. And 600 more seals wil I be aval • 
places. While most airlines pndc then)' tourism was twice the reie of growth of table to and from India, 
selves on the new routes that (hey have Air India's capacity. The travel trade clalm> that Air India 

ope^. Air India has the dubious He was not being facetious. The refc- resiricts bilaicrals because of Us own 
diuinctiofl of having given up several oo- rence waste biUierals. Contrary lopt^- lac^ of ambition, l^ik at ii this way."' 
line stations free 6o.r| Ur belief. airlines 


Cw th tu Mithir ; t w i Siyi ifttf hi SweribW hlmwlf as the 
hhii-i|ii her If the nbiMri hi tm nckii 


line stations rw6o.r| Ur belief. airlines 

Moreover, successive chief execu- ^ between 

lives look the line that because they were countries with the appro- 
only going to be there for two or three ^ iwcciivc 
years, (here was no point in investing in govcmmcnis. Moreover, 
new aircraft. At prcseri, Air India has ^ govemrnems even 
what is probably the oldest and smallest rwgotiaie the number of 
fleet in the world of any airline owned Bighu allowed each 
by a major country: 26 aircraft with an These are known 

average age of 17 years. “ bilaierals, 

j. e • j' ^ . Therefore. IndU only 

M«lhavrao Scind.a made Kver.) all<w» foreign airlines lo 
allempts to pu* the atrliM into buying (,y inujour arports if Air 
new aircraft and to bang the average age jllo*ed fly to 

of Its fleet down to 10 years. Some pur- Beeause Air 'ndia 

chases were during his time but has such a small capacity, 
the momemum faded once he resigned. ^ ra 

Air India s eaplanatton is that it lakes fl „ 1 ^-, 

l« l^g to get such pr^als cleared. ^ ^nd the talalerai 
It lates U Iwt a y^. the unfonunaie 

Ma^ur told Suwjav shortly kept 

outoflndianaitports. 

Nonsense, retorts the civil aviation Hence, (he dig ^xmk 
ministiy. Azad has promised Air India the growth in Air India's 
that all proposals will be cleared within capacity If (Iv airline 
(hree mmths. But no proposal has been acquires 30(1 mrat seats, 
forthcoming Of Upending. then it will grant a 


Former civil 
aviation minister 
Madhavrao Scindia 
has pointed ont 
that the rate of 
growth of tourism 
in India is double 
the rate of growth 
of Air India 


WJHAV 8* Mirtf, 1 
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on bU iheir sectors 
end sho» }00 per cent 
load fictors.' 


T ^t Judgemeni may be 
100 hvsh. Bui there is 
UtUe doubt that Air India 
i $ this counny ’ s most pro- 
liable under-achiever 
When SI wunH utilising 
the bilaterals shat it was 
eniitled to operate, the 
ministry asked Indian 
Airlines to step in. But 
even now. Air India and 
Indian Airlines between 
them operate only 41.6 
per cent ot their bilateral 
eniiiJements. 


■ The advantage in all 
this is that as long as you 
aniflcially and deliberate¬ 
ly restrict supply, there is 
no incentive on you (o 
reduce your prices. This 
is why air fares to and 
from India have remai¬ 
ned much too high in the 
view of the travel trade. 
Cach time an airline has tried to cut its 
fares. Air India has run to the DG<^A and 
complained about unfair competition. 
Unfortunately for Indian passengers, the 
ministry has been content to act as 
though (he principal reason for its 
existence is to preserve Air India's 
profiiability. 

That attitude is finally changing. The 
ministry is now getting tough. EvenGhu- 
lam Nabi Azad. hardly a man of action, 
was so angered by the disruptive cabin 
crew agitation ihM he wanted Mathur 
thrown out at once. 

And Russi Mody accepts that Air 
India will have to wort hard to get its act 
together. In his now-famous Sunday 
interview, shortly after he was appoin¬ 
ted chainnan. he couldn't stop telling 
hceror stories about his own experiences 
with Air India. 

Fortunately, in Brijesh Kumar he has 
an effective making director who has 
proved his credentials in a much more 
diflicult job — when Indian Airlines 
was ai its lowest ebb. If the two men do 
h)t It off, and the indications are that they 
will, (hen Air India may finally have a 
management team that examines its pro¬ 
blems at a deeper and more meaniniful 
level. • 


says a travel agem. "If (here is enough 
capaciiy for six flights between Bombay 
and Johannesburg, then Air India will 
make sure that only four flights operate. 
That way. it will be in a seller's market. 
Its nights will go full regardless of its 


shoddy service. And. of course, it will 
make profits because demand exceeds 
supply' 

In fact, the uutb is that Air India flies 
even less aircraft to South Africa. 
Though there are 8 million Indians in 
Johannesburg, the airline refuses to ope¬ 
rate 747s but is happier with A-3 IDs that 
stop at Pans. 

Then, there is (he example of the 
Hong Kong route. Anybody who has 
Vied to go to Hong Kong recently will 
tell you how difficult it is to find a seal 
00 that sector. There is a simple reason 
for (his. Air India only flies two A-310s 
a week on that route and rcMhcts Cathay 
Pacific's capacity. 

For the last three yean, C«hay Paci¬ 
fic has begged to put in four non-stop 
747s on that route. But Air lndi& 
through dw civil aviabon ministry, has 
successfully sabotaged diis scheme. 
Consequently, seats are hard to come by 
— but Air India* s A-31 Os go full. 

Says a high t^kiaJ of the civil avia- 
den ministiy disgustedly. "These guys 
only want to restrict capacity so that they 
can show a high load factor. Thai's why 
they are happier flying those damn A- 
^ 10 $ on rouies where they should be 
flying 747s. 1 somebmes fed that if they 
a choice, they would fly Beechcraft 









T he poa, as the saying goes, ettt 
^uiMly be dissocian^ ftom Uie 
present. And in the fonheo' 
Rung A-ssembty ejections in 
Orissa, U is the past that mil 
most ccnainly dominate ilv voting pat* 
tern, present promises nofwithsunding. 

Putting the whole thing in perspective 
was the former chief minister and the 
Orissa Pradesh Congress Committee 
<OPCC) president. J.B, Patnaik. “The 
ianale Dal government ha.s failed on all 
fronts. It tm failed to li vc up to its promi* 
ses. li has come to symbolise non* 
performance and compt ion . The people 
of Orissa have seen i^^gh their hoan. 
They want a stable government.” 

But can the Congress provide (hil? It. 
too. has iLs share of diuideoce and petty 
factionalism, especially with Giridhar 
Gomango. the llnion minister of state 
for programme impIcnKniation. also 
aspiring to hecome the chief minister. 

f.B. Patnaik was. however, quick to 
point out that it was under the Congress 
(hat Orisso began to progress industrial¬ 
ly and agricu Mural ly. "^c were the first 
slate in India to declare hotel as an 
industry. When we were in power. Oris* 
sa touched the naiicmal average of four 
per cent in rice production. From 90U kg 
per hectare the total yield was taken to 
1.500 kg. Even irrigation increased by 
ten per cent, '* 

To J.fi. Pmnaik. the Congress is sure* 
ly com mg back to power. And with a 
comfortable majority. And if that 
^ipears to be a tall claim. Biju Pamaik's 
claim that "we will get a minimum of 
100 seats" seems even taller. That is. if 


But the Janata Dal 
appears to have an 
edge in the coming 
Assembly polls in 
Orissa 


Blju Pftnlk eonlig Mrt of tbi P«l 
tNipli: tXHdliig eonfldMCt 


Both the Congress and the Janata Dal are troubled 
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one goes by popuJiropinion. 

According to chief minister Biju Pet- 
Hiik, the Congress is destined to lose in 
Orissa. While nobody in the sL«e refutes 
that, the majority is unwilling to conce¬ 
de that the Janata Dal will repeat its 
thumping success of the 1990 ejections. 
This is despite promising nee at Rs 2 per 
kg. assuring that 10 iakh unemplo^ 
youth will be brought under a soci^ secu¬ 
rity scheme with a monthly allowaDce of 
Rs 200. enhancing job reservations for 
OBCsfrun U .3 per cent to 27 per cent, 
empowering women and iiising fmanci- 
aJ jJlocations for the rural sector. 

But limiting the con¬ 
test between the 
Congress and the ruling 
Janata Dal would be sim¬ 
plifying matters. The 
emergence of the B harati- 
ya Janata Party (RJP) as a 
significant force can har¬ 
dly be ignored. And hel¬ 
ping them considerably is 
the infighting within bUh 
the Junuia Dal and the 
Congress. A.s Bans! 1^1 
Sonee. central observer 
of the BJP said. “Our 
party is going to spring a 
few pleasant suipriws." 


P leaKuni or unplca- 
.^ant. the BJP is 
certainly going to make 
inroads into (he voie- 
hank of both the 
Congreu and the Dal. 

While Ihe sitting BJP MLA 
from the Koksara constituency in Juna- 
garh, Bikram Deo. is expected to retain 
his seat. Arabinda Dhali. fuel Oram and 
Bimhwlhar Kuanr are expected to win 
from Malkangiri, Bonai and Bhotli 
constituencies. 

Even in Bhubaneswar, Soiimya Ran- 
jan Painaik. (be BJP state vice-president 
and son-in - la w of J. B. Patnaik. may pull 
off a surprise against the chief minister. 
And if that comes a.s a shock, the chief 
minister will only have himself to blame. 

Around 6,00,000 state govemmeni 
employees constitute a sizeable segment 
of the Bhubaneswar elect«mle And 
Biju Painaik has earned their wreth by 
laibng away benefits, like leave travel 
ccmccssion and additional deame&s 
allowajwe which they had been 


enjoying in the past. Aad apart frun the 
open bKldng trf the Orissa Karmadtari 
Sangram Samicy (OKSS). the militant 
Slate goveraoMDi employees unkn. 
Soumya Ranjan Pimaik has a cross- 
seciioa ctf the electorate behind him 
intellectuals, youths, students and even 
small businessmen. 

What may further boost his dunces is 
the presence of the Samajwadi Janata 
Party (SJP) cai^idate. Hemanta 
Gaiendra. who is likely lo make a dent in 
the Janata Dal voie-banL 

The BJP's demand for a separaie state 
comprising (he western Orissa districts 



J.B. Patnaik believes that the 
Congress is coming hack to 
power with a comfortable 
mi^rity. But poUticai 
observers in Orissa feel that 
this is a tall daim 


of Koraput. Kalahandi. Phulbani, Sun- 
dargarh, Balangirand Sambalpuf is like¬ 
ly to go down wdl in that region. It 
remains to be seen whether the party will 
manage a “quanaiin jump* as Bans) Lai 
Sonee asserts. The general view is that 
the BJP should secure between IS and 
20 seats. 

Moreover. smaUer outfits such as the 


Samata Party, SJP and the Socialist 
Party are also expected to compound the 
Dal' s problems. For example. Bish wab- 
hushin Harichandin amd Bhakia Cha- 
ran Das of (be SJP are sure to win from 
Chilika md Dharmagarh constituencies. 
Besides, (his time, the Dal's former 
allies, the CPI and the CP[(M). have tur¬ 
ned into its most strident critics. 

According to Loknatb Choudhary. 
the stale secretary of the CPI. *Jt is the 
perscMiity cult that has come to domina¬ 
te Orissa pditks. The party is no more 
important; it is the person who is 
important. A clear sign of 
the destruction of the 
democratic process. We 
cannot allow that to hap¬ 
pen Moreover, the Jana¬ 
ta Dal did nol honour the 
U'poini programme 
which was drawn up." 

And theM are not the 
only criticisms. The chief 
minister has also to 
answer to the charges of 
condoning conupdon 
within his own party. 

W hile there factors 
may mar the Dal's 
prospects, the dis,s)denis 
who have failed to get 
parry nomination and are 
contesting as Indepen¬ 
dents could fuilher queer 
the pitch. They are likely 
to erode the party's vote-' 
bank and emerge as a 
deciding force at the time 
of government formaiioij. 

The Congress, too, faces a similar pre¬ 
dicament. It faces a stiff resistance fmm 
57 rebel candidates. But the party has 
fielded 54 new candidates with untain¬ 
ted records, and Congress leaders hope 
(hai this will work to (heir advantage. 

But this election defies prediction. 
While the Janata Dal is expected to 
retain power, the contest is expected to 
be a close one, and many poll pundiiv 
feel that the sise is heading for a hung 
Assembly. 

In the final analysis, the fight will 
again be beiweeo the Dal and the 
Congress with neither side enjoying the 
advantage of a wave in their favour (his 
time. • 


by dissidence and factionalism 
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THEHUMAN 

TOUCH 


This is what the Indian media 
' seem to have lost as they go 
overboard playing politics 


A hectic cighi days, 
four of them on 
various trains which 
always ran late. Bui 
Hyderabad and 
Madras were plea* 
SUM. The HrM-namcd 
vliy is full of huge cuI'Thhs of chief 
minister NT. Ruma Rao and his wife. 
Lakshmi Purvuti. From every vantage 
poi nt. the couple smi le benignly on iwdi* 
nary monals. In the cut*oui culture, the 
Roo couple has gone even ahead itt 
Jayalaliiha. Perhaps, it is their ctmimon 
love tor huge cui*outs which has made 
themsopaily. 

1 could only glance at the newspaper 
headlines and it was clear ihai major 
upheavals were taking place in Delhi. 
Aijun Singh was expelled, the Cahiiwl 
was al last ciipandcd. One Boiuhay evx** 
ninger suggested that R.K. Dhawan and 
Madhavsinh Solanki 
were kept out becau.se of 
pressure from Sonia Gan* 
dhi. The speculation over 
Sonia Gandhi’s role in 
Indian politics cominued 
unabated and her prcscn* 
ce at the Prime Minister's 
i/hrr party led to all kinds 
of news analyses, com* 
menu and editonals, 

Sonia Gandhi has 
always been fair game for 
the media. But the 
amount of space being 
given to her uclivitic$ is 
quite extraordinary and I 
wonder what newspaper 
readers make out of this. 

Both in Madras and Hyderabad. 1 found 
discerning newspaper readers rather 
disenchanted with the Indian media's 
obsession with Sonia Gandhi and natio¬ 
nal politics. 

Even the Cohirtet expansion did not 
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generate much enthusiasm. *’Wc had 
been reading about it for more than 
years,'’ pointed out a Hindu addict. 
That it took such a long time clearly 
indicates that the media really do not 
know what is r^uity happening.’* In 
Hyderabad, a retired burcuucrai. while 
Hipping through (he pages of (he Z>ec- 
can ChrtmicU. commented acidly. 
These days \ finish reading the newspa¬ 
per m just seven minuies flat. 'Dvre is 
nothing but politics.” 

But the south hiLS its favourites too. 
T.K. Seshan is the Number One and 
every word u^t him is lapped up. *He 
ulks ahii too much.'* agreed one reatkr 
’But he is more interesting than all 
leaders put u»gcihcr.'* Anoilw popular 
favourite is Mani Shankar Aiyur and his 
coluntn in Strrsu.w i.s widely read. 
"Which journalist substaniiates his 


of the BARC aod AEC over (he designs 
of nuclear-powered submarines had 
been handled cursorily by (he media 
Dr Subba Rau. on the instigation of 
the BARC and AKC bosses w», arrested 
and tried for trying to sell India’s nuclear 
secrets abroad. He was persecuted like a 


SportOafcmiti an articto 
which analysed the 
achievements of the Four 
Musheteen of modem 
Cfkket, Ian Botham, Sir 
Rkhanl Hedtec, Imran Khan 
and our very own KapR Dev, to 
decide who was the greatest 


more on the economic liberulisation and . 
(he govemmenrs Lxrmmiimcni to Pjn- ' 
chayati Raj. 

Rao. who was in an cxpunsive nvMid. 
admitted that the state governiiK’nis | 
were cooperating fully in implementing i 
(he liberalisation programme and men¬ 
tioned the ease of West Bengal. Refer¬ 
ring to the non-CiMigrcss ^tale g<ivem* 
ments. (he Prime Minister tibscrved: 
The point is that the policy has been 
undcrsioixJ hy everyone. They cumc to 
power and they see that this is the only 
pol icy I (»lake the in forw urd." 


Who’s the best? 


Mirror, mirror, tw the wall, who wus 
ihc greatest all-nHinder of them all? This 
IS ni» Snow While lule hut an uiiempt lo 
analyse the achievements ol the hour 



arg umenis u it h I acts and h i Moncal back¬ 
ground?" asked a rCiuJcr. 

Talking to regular newspaper rcaden. 
one had the impression that (he media 
did not have their priorities right Tliere 
were complaints about the media neglec¬ 
ting two important functions: fighting 
injustice and exposing hypoersy. 
Explained u retired judge, 'Why should 
so much «pucc be devoted to party poli¬ 
tics and speculation on Sonia Gandhi? 
Reading these reports, we arc certain 
that jiHirnalisis do not baw; u clue about 
Ionia’s thoughts or plans. U would be 
much better if the media leave her alone 

tss plan her own life.* 

That the Indian media have dismally 
failed to fight for justice became clear 
after The Hhulu published a full-page 
report < >n the Dr Subba Rao case. Of cuur- 
sc, the case of the well-known scicfllivi 


common criminal, his human and funda¬ 
mental rights were violated and even the 
reputation of two consetemious High 
Court judges, who ruled in his favour, 
were lantished. 

FI nal ly, the Supreme Court did acqui t 
Dr Subba Rao. but (he media did not 
distinguish themselves in this Indian ver¬ 
sion of (he famous Ortyfus case. 
Abroad, the media would have launched 
their own investigation and exposed the 
top brass who weie bdiind the persecu¬ 
tion of an iMMiceni man like Dr Ran. 


Belna expansive 


It IS not often that Prime Minister 
N arwiimha Rao agrees to exclusive inter- 
v iews at some length. Tbat was why the 
comprehensive interview given lo Hvi 
ioisingh. editor of Tribune, made fasei- 

f«KUN WJS 


Musketeers of modem cricket, Ian 
Botham. Sir Richard Hadlee, Imran 
Khan and our very own Kapil Dev. and 
decide who was i he greatest. i 

I'he Sporistur article by Cbas Keys 
published by ammgemem with 77ir 
Criiketer was iHic of the best I have read i 
on the game m a long time. The author ' 
scrutinised the achievements of the four- | 
some, ignored the more obvious conclu* > 
sions, judged the performances on merit 
and on a scieniiric basis and came to the 
conclusion w hich no one would dispute. 
The top spot went to the charismatic 
Pakistani. Imran Khan Nio/J, 

Keys printed out th<ft hiv conclusion 

agreed with that of Sir Hadlee himself, 
who in his 1989 book, Hh\thm And 
Swing labelled Imran as the "bC't of the 
age*' and explained how his dcpcnduhi- 
liiy and Ufosistcncy put him on .1 higher 
level than the ficMc qimliiy ol Boiham’s 
bnllijihv. V 


who dared to expose the locompcienec 
;md eoriupiion among senior members 


naiing reading. Jmsin; 
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Raging controversy 


Indian and US experts differ on ways to douse the ONGC well blaze 


I ums (U$$ 4,000 per day for [he team 


Bui NAF had advised againsi an 


bia/ing Oil and Natural Gas Cor 


EjnirofKuwaii. 

With [he ONGC almost ahondoning 
the relief well and the CMT conducting 
most of the well>capping operations on 
iis own. NAP seems to have been redu¬ 
ced u> a mere spectaior. • 


T ponition (ONGC) well at Rasharla* leader. Neal Adams, and US$ 3,400 for indiscriminate use of explosives to 
pudi in the Knshna-Godavari each of his five colleagues). Inconstrasu remove the de^». They had said that 
(KG) Basin ot Andhra Pradesh has crea- the memb ers of ONGC‘s own crisis spliniers falling on the well-mouth 
ted a healed controversy over dousing maoagemeni team (CMT) am being could complicate matters by damaging 
operatiOQs. The ONGC and the Ameri* paid a paltry sum of Rs 700 per day. the BOP further. A recent leakage which 
can blow-out consultant. Neal Adams Despite objections from the local occurredintbeflangeof iheBOPissaid 
Firefighters (NAF). are at loggerheads experts, nearly Rs 8 crore were spent in to have been caused by such blasts, 
over the drilling of a 'relief well' to airlifting various equipmeni induding Arrtidst this controversy, the ONGC 
bring t Ik fire under control. tme athey wagon and four jet pumps has cold-shouldered NAF’s plea for 

Aher a series of unsuc- 
ccs^ful blasts failed to 
deni the damaged flange 
and the defective five- 
tonne blow-out prevenior 
(BOP), the ONGC deci¬ 
ded to use plastic explo¬ 
sives. lent to It by the Indi¬ 
an Army, without 
involving the American 
consultants. The ONGC 
decision to keep out the 
Neal Adams outfit came 
in the wake of the latter's 
criticism that the plastic 
explosives were 'substan¬ 
dard' and would cause 
mure damage. 

The criticism by NAF 
was viewed in the light of 
a raging debate over 
the drilling of 

the mlief well, which was _ 

temporan ly abandoned At Mufftloi vlaWoQ Bii fbv eitK fdN w wtetiM la »i|M 

by the ONGC. Nearly t - - -----, 

we“i was^f^tlr ^ CBQSBhBDte Bfe pud brfty Acs (US$ 4*0Mptf day to tfae leuB 

sioned, only 4\o^uts toderiiidUS$3^tootiMr8),tliekK:duduBdn8arebdDg{MidartySs^ 

could be drilled. ’---— " 

At the momem, the relations between from NAF headquarters in HouMon. bringing in more equipment. The US fir- 
(he ONGC and the foreign consultants USA. In addition. NAFwaniud a deal on m's credibility hu also dipped fol- 
are far from cordial. The ONGC top the drilling of the relief well.commivuo- lowing recent media reports saying that 
brass in Delhi had given a free hand to nedabuut 1.5 km rrom the Mow-out well. il had not figured in the Kuwait well cap- 
the US firm but the technician.v at the But the ONGC developed cold feet pings. Senior ONGC officials have, 
KG-Basin were not very eager to welco- when NAF quoted a wliopping IS mil- however, defended NAF sa>ing that it 
me them. Neal Adams and his vice- lion dollars for providing drilling was a small but efficient ouifii which 
presideni Larry Khulman, recommen- expertise to c^ the blow-out 2,000 had earlier received honours from the 


dili H tloi TiaitlogOiifbvtitKfltNwwiirtlM laalpM 

WUktbefeni|!ncoii3ahmbafepBUb(A)'fn(US$ t.ilWpn'day for tfae lean 
kader and US$ 3,406 for otbers), the locd teduBdns are bang {MUoriy Rs 7W 


the US firm but the technician.v at the 
KG-Basin were not very eager to welco¬ 
me them. Neal Adams and his vice- 
presideni Larry Khulman, recommen¬ 
ded (he "killing" of the well, but the 
local experts opposed (he idea. 

Although Delhi approved the NAP 
list of equipment to be airlifted, the KG- 


metres below the surface. 

NAF's style of operation alienated 
the ONGC team. The CMT leader. 
Satyanarayana. rejected the advice u> 


Busin officials cho^^d it by lialf. There ktll the wril. “But for the unprecedented 
is also considcnible resentment over l he damage to the ^OP. we would have cap- 
hefty fees being ofl'ered to the consul- ped the well by 18 February.“ he said. 







AMRfTASHAH 


The easy way out 

Why does the press allow attacks on our democratic credentials? 


T l>e press has no formaJ code. 
Unlike other profe$&i<Huls. jour¬ 
nalists are not sworn lo protect life, 
the interests of a client and so on. Indivi¬ 
dual publications someumes formulate 
a code for their employees. These have 
usually to do with prohibitions on accep¬ 
ting Junkets, verification of facts and 
other matters of ethical conduct. Gene¬ 
rally. however, anyone can become a 
Journalist merely by getting published 
consistently over a period of time. 

That being so, I think I 
would be ju stifled in assu - 
ming that a jourmUist, 
like any ordinary citizen, 
must be governed by the 
values enshrined in the 
Constitution. By (his. 1 
do not mean that the Con¬ 
stitution is some son of 
sacred lesiameni that can¬ 
not be questioned. The 
Coostiiuiiofl itself provi¬ 
des for interpreiaiion and 
change, and Joumalisis 
have contributed lowardt 
that change. 

The fact that the 
press can question. U can 
challenge andeven critici¬ 
se but ii can do so on or 
against the a.sHump(ion 
(hat India is a secular, 
socialist. democratic 
republic. 

The rabidly communal slant adopted 
by many publications does make a 
mockery of the secular bit but il is the 
attack on our democratic credeniials that 
I am writing about. This attack is far 
more insidious since it comes, not from 
discredited rags but from the respectable 
section of the Indian press. 

Take a look at the co^ erage of recent 
political events, for example. 

Read any publication nver the Iasi 
few weeks, and the story that emerges is 
not that of ^ssension at the Centre but of 
a power struggle between the ageing 
Narasitnha Rao and the ambitious Arjun 
Singh. Each day bring* fresh and often 

' untested estimates of the battalions aval- 
I labletobolh pajtiesin iheformofMPs. 


.stare legislatures, local leaders etc. All 
of whKh its of course, cveniually unim- 
ponuni. For in the wings, the imperial 
empress. S^>nia Gandhi, awaits to 
deliver the final Judgement based on her 
personal '<ore card 
Whai Strikes me is the totally unquali¬ 
fied manner in which the press reports 
pi ill Iks. panic ularty m regard to the 
Congress and the Gandhi family. Here is 
Arjun Singh, on the frunt pages of 77ie 
rrmef Of India (22 December, 1994). 


"If and when Ms Sonia Gandhi decides 
to play an active rote in the paziy. it 
would be a great help lo the Congress.’' 

I rind the sight of a senior pcdiiician 
bcgiging usistance frun .someone 
whose only claim lo leadenhip is that 
she is married into a family of political 
leaders, distasteful; I find it even more 
a(^ling (hat elected members of the 
Parliament, including the Frime 
Minister, must curry favour with her to 
continue in office. 

I seem to bejpaminority.however, as 
despite its protestations about the per^ 
nality and the dynasty cult in Indian poli¬ 
tics. the press thinks nothing of devoting 
reams of newsprint to the actions and 
fortunes of sons, wises, fatha s and sons- 


in-law of political leaders, withoui (he 
slightest hint ihai (his is noi how it 
should be in a democracy. 

But. you may say. this is the irudt. 

I am not so sure. 1 believe the press, in 
search of a good story or out of sheer lazi • 
ness, often ends up propagating myths. 
Bui a!t.\uming for a while thui this is the 
tmth. (his is exactly how things arc; let 
me present a hypoiJ^ncul parallel. 

Assume iot a moment thui the Shiv 
Sena comes to power in Maharashtra. 


One of lu first acts as Male government 
is to pass a bill requiring all non- 
Maharashtrians to leave Bombay. 
According lo the repon- 
things-as-they-are theory, ihc pre&s 
should respond with blond daily reports 
detailing measures taken to enforce the 
new Act etc. But if, as I believe, (be press 
is duty-bound lo measure happenings 
^nst (he framework of the Constitu¬ 
tion, then h should react with outrage 
and condemnadon. 

This is. admittedly, an extreme exam¬ 
ple. Bui if we continue to merely resign 
ourselves to what shouldn't be. then we 
might as well adopt a new self defini¬ 
tion. How about recon Ml Ming our¬ 
selves as a non-secular monarch) ? * 


a 



Despite its 
protestations 
about the dynasty 
cult in Indian 
politlcSi the press 
devotes reams of 
newsprint to the 
actions and 
fortunes of sons 
and wives of 
political leaders 









SHUBHAAOUPTA 


Play it again 


Once more, twoofourmedia-sawyministersfeatureonDD 



As soon IS Iasi week's Immediately after his inducti<in Scin« 
Cabinei reshuffte dia dealt very deverty with a loaded 
came to an end. we remark from a New^mctrepM^. 

■ were brought face to *You enjoy good relaions with 10 
face with (he two men Janpaih. don't youT 
who used to be all "All Congressmen enjoy good rela* 
over E>oordarshan (ions with the Gandhi family," he rctur* 
when they were ministers. Both P. Chi- ncd.all ^omb. 
damharam. who is back in his old job as It took him just a Uttk eaira effort to 
minister of &tute for commerce, and deal with Karan Thapar's special brand 
Madhav Rao Scindia. who has taken of needling in last week’s Eyewitnfis. 
over Arjuft Singh's chvges, ore hack in but here too he got away with all his 
the high visibility bracket, and so answers without l^ing much ground, 
susoothly have they slipped into our At the end of (he interview you did 
ga 2 e (hat it's almost as if they had never not know much more about (he 
been away. r ' - —y- ' — 

In (he bad old days 
when Doordanhan did 
not need a logo to 
distingui^ itself from the j 

welter of available chan- ^ 

nets, ministen who | 

resigned, or were thrown jL 

out, were con signed firm- jg|^ 
ly to the dog house. As far 
as managers of dteoffici- [ 
a] media were concerned, 
they simply didn't eaist »{ • 

Now things are a little dif-|| \ 

ferent: the news and cur-i^ 
rent affairs programmes! ^ 

on the satellite channels, 
and similar programmes j > 

; :;^p.cwdMi^w*ho. 

media houses make itpos- ^ :/dii]p^'adegrttOf intgUigCIICei 

sibie for us to ^ep in - sad both men htTC thi 

touch with at] our / •• ' . ^ 

minisiers-in-waiting, esp- > " WOrdSCarCfi 

ecially the moredeser- / ’• i i r 

vingones, 

So It wasn't as if Chidambaram and minister's enhanced status in the 
Scindia had dropped out of sight c^- Congr^ than you did at the beginning, 
pletely. but ever since last week, dtey quite singly because he lefused to be 
have regained their rightful place in the rushed into committing an indiscretion. 


Bazar Group of Publications. It aims at 
targeting specifically the son of chap 
who will ^ back to reading his pink- 
edged business dailies after he's fini¬ 
shed. hopefully, with the bulletin. 

Ii discusses (he day's headlines rela¬ 
ting to business and finance with a well- 
informed guest. And anchor Jairam 
Rarne.sh appears much happier here than 
when he was hoMing that dreadful pro¬ 
gramme on the Metro Channel called, 
rather poetically. For A Few Rupees 
More. 

But he needs lo be careful about ban¬ 
dying such phrases as "breaking the gen- 





UCfft P. CUdambBran (rigbO and MaittiiiTrM Sdndlt 
dkj^Ar > of totctUgoice unusual in your Bvenuie 

gaialftM’, aad both men have the gift measuring UmSc 

words careftiBy .. 


VIP hierarchy so dear to Doordarshan 
news. ’ 

It's a pleasure to have them back; both 
men display a degree of inleIJigence. so 
unusual in your average minister, arkd 


Chidambaram also dodged al t questions 
flung at him with an ease bom out ^ the 
long practice of dealing diploouaicalJy 
with people. 

Getting distinctly bener with each pas- 


both men have the gift of measuring sing week is a recently begun daily mor- 
(heir words carefully, not saying a word ni ng programme. Biiilflej:s Breai^osi 
more chan they have to. Produced by TV Bazar of the Ananda 


der banier" while interviewing highly- 
paid lady bankers. True, the lady in 
question was the first woman on his 
show but (he trite little expression resul¬ 
ted in a clearly unamused guest. 

Meanwhile, another ftesty lady, the 
rtpoM Shanti (DD1.2,20 pm}, is to be 
seen sluing across a table from a mafia 
don, and railing at him. He is a bad man, 
she tells his hands, which is all we ever 
see of him. EaA finger is adorned by a 
fat ring, the rest Is ill darkness. » 
















ven«s RiveC' 
08 TMfkn 
•Ad Akstey 
Kunw |day 
blissfully •hip> 
py husbtfid- 
\ and*wif«-to>be, ibe Mohra 
I hem’s ex-giJirneod, Poojs 
' Bsdi. is goiog unund sob^ 
ing on ihe nesfest •viilsbie 
shoulder^ Aod, of courw. 
giving levy inlerviews lo all 
the film ensgazines aboui 
how badly AJeshay treated 
I her. 

According to Bura. 
Akshiy kept denying that he 
was seeing Raveena Tandon 
despite all the evidence to 
the contrary. Finally, he told 
Poo}a that he nee^ some 



ackic Shroff 

i finaJly 

I '* iwfe 

i r^r ^ 

k fmancial 

^jjpr id 

jJmjiling that hU wife. Aye* 
sha, ha^ been borrowing 
mimey from the likc> of Sat* 

' lee Shounc and Yusuf 

l^dkduwuU, 

' But according to hint, this 
i not because he is m the 


time on his own to deckle dk 
future of dieir rdmiofiship. 
Taking him m his word, 
EUtn weal off abroad for a 
fortmghi in conaectioo with 
a show . And came bad after 
two weeks only to be greeted 
by the rtews tfajK Akshay had 
got engaged to his nufT naosr 
efttez^ Raveena Tandon. 

Not surpnsingiy. Poe^ U 
veo' bitter about the break¬ 
up, though she insists that 
she is belter off without 
Akshay. who has a rather 
unfonunaie prupeosity 
propose to all good-lookiAg 
girlsdi^lay an inlenM 
in him. 

Wonder what Raveena 
Tandon make^ of that? 


verge of bankruptcy, a» most 
people make out. It's just 
that, say.v Shroff, sometimes 
producers don't deliver his 
instalments on time, and so 
Ayesha has to (mt«w 
money to solve the len^xMa* 
ry cash flow prnblein. 

Apart from that, however, 
there is rut financial pro¬ 
blem. maintains Shroff. We 
hope, for his family's soke. 
Ihathcisrighi. 


MMMHAlUMUUjl 



II those nasty 
^41^^ barbs about 

drinking 
finally 
got h) Mam* 
iha KoiriU. 
These dayA the Nepali beau¬ 
ty has sworn off all alcohol, 
thiaigh she admits to having 
chcaicd on Christmas and 
New Yew's Fve. 

But no, Koirala is not will¬ 
ing lo admit thai she had a 



nnthcr film 
land marhage 
appears K) be 
the nvks, 
Poonani I)hil- 
hwt Thakcna 
has left her husband Ashok s 
house and moved hack in 
with her moOser along with 
her young son. Amol. 

Apparently, problems in 
the Thakeria housdtold 
began when Poonam resum¬ 
ed her career, ugning up to 
act in a television serial Hus¬ 
band Ashok took great 
exception to this, arid asked 
her u) dcMst. Puunam refus¬ 
ed to do so. and when Ashok 
persisted with Ms demands, 
moved uul of the marital 
home. 

Ashok, however, still 
hopes ihai matters will soon 
be resolved between them, 
and denies the rumows that 




drinking problem. She ins* 
ios ihat site was jusi a 'soci¬ 
al* drinker 'and we have to 
agree that she got very socia¬ 
ble after a few drinks), but 
that her rivals cxaggereied 
The amtiunis of alcohol she 
consunwd. 

So now she has decided to 
give them no reason for com¬ 
ment. And all her producers 
arc heaving huge stghs of 
relief. 


his marriage is on the rocks. 
But Poonam, who i s current * 
ly refusing to ulk to the pre¬ 
ss, may have a drfr&reni story 
to tell. • 




















In soft focus 

National attention comes to actress Laboni Sarkar 


L aboni Siifkar's day sturlv early. 11 
has lu. htcrally for appcar.mccs* 
\d%c <)nc uf Ihc mosi Koughi after 
hlage actresses in Culcjtia. has 

al M> her curecr i n fil mn lu pay aiieni ion (o. 

And between shoriiing for big*iinK 
d live tors 1apan Sinha and BudJhwkh 
Dttsgupia and performing on shoddy 
makcshiH staftes <lhe prop of 'one*wall 
ihcaire’ in local parlance) to a mulky 
crowd of iimalMown people in ihe 
disiricls, laahoni manages (o squeeze in 
acting for (he prufessinna) stage, ancho¬ 
ring programmes fi>r the small Moreen as 
albo a few modelling assignments. The 
only acircss lo have four of her (lliir* 
screened in the 'Indian Pamiranui' see* 
lion of this year’s Inicmaiional Kilm 
Festival in Bombay, l^honi is heavily 
tipped for the National Award for bcvi 
actress. 

Indeed. Lahtmi has come a long way 
Kicice she played Stella Kuwalski. (he 
timid and scir-coiitaincd foil to her pro 
ntiiiciftius bUNbund and tu ihe eceentric 
older sister who comes to wreck her 
home, in a Bengali adaptation ofTennes* 
see Williams's A StrfrU’ur Named 
fyexire. 

Now. either iidaying a paralytic 
patient in Tapan .Sinha's Wheeh hair or 
performing as a battered housewife in a 
local professional production fur 400 
nights in a row. she enjoys every 


munieni of il. Her case is the palpable 
thing about her acting. Her pcdormancc 
in N. Chandran's Poihott M4tda (Ihe 
SHWiming Miinf — which, incidentally, 
saw her co<siarnng with »iars of (he 
magnitude of bjasceruddin Shidi and 
Mamuutty - has left the kical direciors 
wondering how she could vpeak 
Mala) al i so fluent ly. 




laboni has a 
natural ease that 
has seen her 
through 
innumerable 
film^tage and 
television 
performances 


And her training in 
dance enabled her to put 
in a ^riicd if deti rendi* 
tion of the celebrated 
taraiiiella sequence in a 
recent Bengali version of 
Ibsen* s fird/ Htm.'ie. 

But. says Laboni. rue* 
fully. "Playing Nc^ in 
Didf's House or the 
spastic in Wheelchair 
happen to you only once 
fur iwice?) in a lifelinic. 
And MS for the sundry 
(tcher films and mca* 
ninglcss TV serials — 
they arc a neceuary evil 


lo keep the homenrvs burning." 

She concedes thui she will have lo be 
more selective in the future, but for the 
moment, she concenimics in playing 
what rokii come her way to the hilt. In 
Wheelchair, she was shown confined to 
bed. unubic to lift a finger, for dw entire 
length of the film. While critics raved 
about her catrcmcly sensitive perfor* 
mancc.fcw of them knew 
ibai l.aboni had been a 
regular visitor lo the 
Spasiics Society for i\x 
months together, before 
she actual I y started sh(K>* 
ling for the film She held 
discussions with (kKtors, 
inicraeteJ with palienis 
and read up every medi* 
cal joumid she cindd lay 
her hands on. all to lend 
better credibility to her 
performance. 

Uiboni dix.s not have a 
guru as far a.s acting ts 
(Hmccmcd. but she grate 
fully refers to a w^trkshop 
conducted by Roland 
Joffc. prior to the idioo* 
ling of his Ciiy Of Jov. 
which, she feels, changed 
her conceptions about 
acting. 

9 With both her stage 
I and film performances 
I receiving the kind of 
I acclaim they arc. Laboni 
looks poised to ride the 
crest of a succcs.s wave, but .vhc feels that 
serious and meaningful work has very 
few lakers these days. 'I do not know 
hinv long I'M be able lo continue with 
this kind of work, if it docs not offer me 
space for growth." she confesses. 
“Wheelchair is a committed film, but 
just how many people have got Ihe mes¬ 
sage? "Sometimes, I wonder if it would¬ 
n't have made better sense to give it all 
up and raise five kids instead." she .says 
aftd laughs. 

Her laughter is spontaneous. And, 
like her acting, it carries a lot of 
conviction. • 

CMMMu VMtf/Cifewttu 
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SUUINOS FOR THR CONFUTE NAN 


COIOHATION. A MNCf CHAmO fAQH MfU (XTRAONf 
HiAiNQ WOOL. Rich ano son. Foa au tho$i mciAi nomints. 




Calcutta's CIMA art 
gallery holds a rather 

unusual exhibition 


V 



Dreameii 


ne male figurt holding ano' 
(her with not two. but ten 
arms, a hank scene 
involving, along with war¬ 
ring human figmes. a 
white tiger and a rusi-colouretl letter* 
boa. and a Mrange <ild house under a 
moonlit sky with a wide open door that 
seems to h^kun irresistibly — these arc 
only some of the widely varied imagea 
that accost one's senses al die ongoing 
exhibition at the CIMA Art Oall^ in 
Calcutta. 

Mhi unifying theme of this exhibition. 
Ls these works would suggest, is fantasy 
in rmxkm Indian painting. A term that 
prohuNy evokes hundreds of half* 
real i sed ideas nnd associations i n everyo¬ 
ne. and invites a limitless soaring of the 
imagination, fantasy is certainly an 
integralvlcmcnt of any art form. An exhi¬ 
bition centered around this theme and 
featuring the works of such canonised 
artists as Bikash Bhaiiacharjce. Bhupen 
Khakhar. Manjit Bawj. Gancdt l*yne. 
Prabhakar Kolic and Jogen Chowdhury. 
therefore raises both curiosity andexpix- 
taliop. Cunissily as to what new avenue 
the nrti.sts would walk down this time 
and the cxpeciution of being presented 
with images that will create a world of 
aliemaie reality, not any the less true 
because il exists only in our minds 
The paintings <m show do full justice 
lotha’ expectation. DistiiKtive in terms 
of Niih style and technique, the works 
on display da//lc with the sheer unex¬ 
pectedness of iheir subjecis. The ones 
that do so n>ost cl fee lively ur* Bhupen 
Khokhar’s, with their special sexual con- 
nouition. interlaced wiih imitirs derived 
from our religious and mythic tradi¬ 
tions. His WoH. Many Anns Do / Ne^t/ 
To Dfv/are My Love To You suggests 
intimaevof an unmistakably sexual naiu- 
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re Khakhar himself ag recs 1 hat there arc arms of the fi gurc can not fai I to suggest 
coven hotnoscxual overtones in works I he tcn-ormcd goddc«s Durga, and the 
like llvsc. Ti has that special connota- rwiroKxhn mota and loliis held in two 
tion.''hcxays. hands onlv reinforce the iconic image. 

Khakhar has pmnied in ihc iroililion 

I nicR^iingly, even a few yearx ago. td Bengal's Kulighal pjiinlcrs. liunous 
Khakhar had been mofc than hesitant for their /xi/s. ”*110: Indian tradition of 
about exhibiting works that dealt with painting involves two dimensk»ns rather 
this (heme. Ik sayx, "In the beginning I than three, therefore ii is inherently 
was scared, because I felt that the majo- more fantasiK than realistic." says he 
m> would ciHisidcr this atliiuck unheal- The ckmcm of fantasy is predomi- 
ihy,* His doubts deepened with a biiicr nani in Bikash Bhatiocharjee's paintings 
c'xperK'nce he hod in 19H4. when some hnx but they ore a wt^ld removed from 
such works he had given to the Cottage rhose of Kbakhar's. Known for his feli* 
Industries. Delhi, were removed from city with furm and line and his adberen- 
public view afier the first day. He per- cc to a relatively realistic mode. Bhaiiar- 
s isicd. however, artd has been exhibiting chaijce has. while operai i ng from within 
w orl s executed on this theme for the last hi s chosen idiom. in vested his works suf- 
ftHirtv five years. ficicntly with surrealistic ckinents for 

The R'ligious motif in Ihc same pain- them to jump out of the confines of pro- 
tmg IS equally unmistakable. *nic ten sale reality. Whm strikes tnie 

most ahoui his works is 


"My images, once I have conceived 
them, have already become fantasies." 
says Manjit Bawa 


the violence in them, bare¬ 
ly vORtained, apparent in 
the ironically titled Game, 


Human figures, 
wielding sticks, are at 
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KmHNA 


it does Kn>hna, the cowherd, playing 
his flute U> an cnraplurec* uudiccu e ot 
bovincs. The subject in iiKcifis fanusiK, 
aod &awu\ rendering of ii. wiKrc Uuh 
the god and the creatures seem to exist m 
unolbcr dimensiUQ. increases Us mythi¬ 
cal quality. V. 

The magical swan holdirig a loins in 
its beak in Jogeti ClKiwdhury's Smu/i 
A mi l4i>/us‘Lo\v wil I never be seen sw im • 
ming on any lake in the neighbotirhotxJ, 
but can one qucsiion its existence? As 
with Ciunesh Pync’« Pfe Mu\k3. whore 
two liguofs, one with u skull for a face 
and anoihcr with no distinoiive lea lures, 
are engaged i n u leie •a- \ L.*tc. it c x i si s . and 
riwefully so. in our individual eon' 
Kiousitcss. We may noi be able to calc* 
gofi/c such images with ihc lintitesl 
vmabulary that language olTcrx us, but 
ilk're is no way wo can deny ibem 


war against whul ii|}pear 
to be siilister 


isicroid- 
like lx idles from outer 
space, h IS the otuih. 
however, not the moon, y 
that IS witnessing this > . 
scene A mangled ligtia* ^ i 

lies on the gr<Hind with a ^ | 
gieal white tiger suindmg <r | m 

on his ehcsl a^xJ. from »/ # i 
one turiK'r, there peeps a ' 

lells*r-hox. , * 

A painting neh m sug' 
geslive power, it brings 
global condiiions to mind 
- humankind hauling 
f^trecs bigger thart itself 
Ihc earth a passive s^xxiatorof the 
dc.stmciion. the while tiger reminisccnl 
of the ihrcul of foreign domin.iiion and 
in the mlds«»>f Ihi.' chaos, the lcH«r-b»>s. 
that ubiquitous syinhoi of eoinmunica* 
lion, lending the scene imire ihanu uxich 

ofihebi/arre. 

flbatiachariee himself stresses the 
saiirK’ol uspcei of his works. 'My fanta- 
siex Jenve from images of my 
ehildhiHxl. which was an insecure one. 


Asked if he found it rcsiricUve lo his 
creative ability to work on a given 
theme, Bhupen Khakhar said. *No. it is 
mil hampcmig at all On the exher hand. 

It is eba I longing At one stage I ihoughi I 
would nix be able Io do it, us 1 wa< busy 
with some <xher work. But the idea 
rvinaincd with me, and gradually, iltc 
works UM>k sh.ipe." Bikush Bhuiiachar* 
jec goes a step lurther "All this talk 
about artisb* freedom is bullshu'. he i 
iinpaiicmly remarks, 'We arc as much ; 
part of srx'iely us any bixly else, and have j 
u» I ive by Us ni Ic s 11 ke al I oi her nieii. The - • 
refixe. there is no <| nest ion c)f lindtng it | 
eonsiriciive to wtnk on a given ihemc, ' 
opeeially sirtce we had total ireeilom to 
do wh,u we wanieil ' 

The paiiuihgs aie ample pr<H»r of his . 
stjiemeni • 

Lo^amuOn UtsHsthMya/CmhuttM 


This gels reflected in my works," he 
says. 

Manjii Rawa's wtxks have always 
been ba'4.'d ntorc or loss i«n ninlasy. As 
the jri*s| puts it. "My images. iXKe I 
has ecofKcivcdthem. have already bceu 
me hmiasics. When Pnt reducing it to a 
form, I try ihai the nuiuralistk elements 
play a ininnnal pad in thiit pcivess." His 
painting KrishtM is firmly enta^ni^heJ in 
the Indian mythk iradiiion. showing .is 






TEL£V1 


THE RIGHT 
PICTURE 


Aradhana Seth’s film throws further light on 
the genius of her famous brother 

W h«n BBC I Andclo#4 on (he heels of this success 

approached Aradhana comesanoaher probable winner. Andhu- 
^(h filmmaker, na's nexi film on NGOs. since any fulU' 
K(ivi$(. wnier and re plans for the Paina-bom filmmaker 
Dbotofinoher lo would have lo irKlude hcinr ''a.<soda(ed 


m B mhcn BBC 

approached Aradhana 
^(h filmmaker, 
activist, wnier and 
photographer to 
make a film on Vikrom Seth, her re^ton* 
se was far from enthusiastic. 

First, because the request came from 
an intimidating source, Omnibus, ihe 
channefs arts programme (ha(has featu¬ 
red the lives of such greats es Madonna. 
Duke Eilingion and artist Damien Hirxt. 
Moreover, felt Aradhana. documenta* 
ries are a tricky genre to handle. Finally, 
there was ihe nagging problem of whe¬ 
ther she could he objective enough 
about her brother 

"When you know someone so close¬ 
ly. objectivity goes siraight out of the 
window." says 32-ycar-old Aradhana, 
assistant director of the award-winning 
nim In Which Annie Gives ft Those 
Ones and The Young Indiana Jtmei 
Chrontcles. "At the same time. I didn't 
want Vikram to look supcdiuman. [ wan¬ 
ted h i m to be shown as his Uue self." 

Aradhana needn't have feared. For 
what comes across after viewing her 
docu mentary ti tied—what else — A .^uj • 
table Hoy. isn’t a sisierly, sentimeniai 
account of a Mother's genius ca^aured 
on cetluloid. but a distilled. 50-mmute 
portrait of a laJeni called Vikram Seth. 

A Suitable Boy has already been given 
a warm reception in the UK where Vik¬ 
ram Seth is a major literary figure, and 

now it come'i to repeat its success in the 

country where it was written. At the 
.staid India International Centre in Delhi, 
it drew a packed audience, some of 
whom were content lo watch it standing 
in (he aisles when seating accommoda¬ 
tion ran out. At the end of the screening, 
it was evident that the discomfort was 
worth it. 


Andclo#4 on the heels of (his success 
comes andher probable winner. Aradhu- 
na's neiti film on NGOs. since any futu¬ 
re plans for (he Paina-bom filmmaker 
would have to include being ’’a.ssociaied 
wi(h (his wonderful and powerful 
medium of films*. A( the time of wh> 
ling, she is busy canning a film on NOOs 
for the UN Social Summit to he held in 
Copenhagen at (he end of February. 
Says Aradhana. *There will be ^n many 
he^s of stale at the meet, lo frame poli¬ 
cies and decide huge amounis of funds 
for these bodies. They need to be given 
the hghi picture.* 

Perhaps the preoccupation with 
giving the 'right picture' nn pressing 
social issues goes l^k to 19H7 when, as 
a graduate ai (he famia Milia Islamia's 
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M«i>s Coiiiinunk’ulii^) Cenirc in IX'lhi. 
Ar.iJbanu h*tiJ <ilsu ituuIc ihc triiiciilly* 
acclaimcJ ff(inning fly A Thrr(ttJ, a film 
on I he lives of i radii iimal fndian pup* 
pciccrs and Jm'crtilv Juiiu e. on ilie pre* 
vailing condiiitins in remand homc.s run 
by ihc ministry of social welfare, 

V ikram Seth has. as anyorte will who 
attains a degree of fame, become a 
subject of mystification. A Suitable Bny 
docs a lot 10 dispel that. In fact, the plea* 
sant surpiise at the end of the film is Ibai 
his tulcnl is amiuined within a down* 
lo*earth personality — a man you could 
wcl I i maginc 1 i ving ncx t d< K>r to you. 

Perhaps the task of miuoiaining 
'objectivity* was made easier by Nadia 
1 laggar. co-prixlucer and director of the 

film, who has portraits of Mudoona and 
Damien flirst to her credit. 

"Nadia was the suhjcctivc-objective 
director." explains Aradhana. "while I 
was the objeciive-suhjcctive one*. The 
permutation wiirks rather well, though 
(he task was far from easy. For while the 


.Sudanese-hocn llaggar was based in 
UK. Aradhana lived in Vienna with her 
diplomat husband. So. aAer the preUmi* 
nary meetings in the UK and a fine tooth* 
comh reading of all of Vikram's works 
and letters, tlw two giM on the phucic. 

Sevemt hundred faxes later. "We 
khon*lisicd the material (or the film, 
incorporating whatever overlapped." 
recounts Aradhana. While Haggar sliot 
I lie Oxbridge fuotage. sprinkled with 
personal reminKccnccs by Vikram's 
po>fesvnr%. Andhana fiew acmes the 
Atlantic to synchronise her visit lo India 
with Vikram's m the winter of 199^. 
Nine months later, the film finally 
materialised. 

A Smtahic Btty touches on all of Vik- 
rom's wtirk.v — books, poems, an opera 
iihfcito. iravrlogiies. a httok of 
children's sttiric&and. of course, his best* 
sellers. The Of^den Gate and A Suitable 
Box. 

*Al rim. BBC wauled a film just on A 
Suitable Aw and Vikrani."" recalls 
Aradhana 'But ihai would've been so 




"I didn't want 
Vikram to 
look 

superhuman," 
says Aradhana 
ofherfilm. "1 
wanted him to 
be shown as 
his true self" 


unfair lo Viknim. Alter all. he Iuls done 
no much more." 


A nd that '$o much' is encapsulHted 
f%hriIlianilyon Ibmm.l'hcreisashm 
t>r Vikram's first l>oon Scitool rcp^>n. 
peppered with the wurdii 'gtmius* and 
'hniliam". And then there's one of him 
learning Chinese at university and less 
than a year allcr that, writing Mundann 
poctiy. Another of his professor at Cor¬ 
pus Christi College (Oxfordl. reading 
out from his diary about his group's first 
meeting with Vikrum: "Today, we met 
someone who will surely go on to beco¬ 
me a great man... This raiionuJIy heouii* 
ful young man came and slid ^acefully 
into his chair. Only to have us on our 
edges by the end of the meeting, all 
dying to ask him questions 

1 merestingly. Aradhana and Haggar 
u.se the kaleidoscopic technique effee* 
tivciy to communicate Vikram's cotnpo* 
sile penona, juxtaposing Mills I'rtun the 
family album to enliven the footage 
Helping the thine along is the norru 
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year, calling i( 'a very nice film' and 
diaoking me for it. Nadia got a simi lar let¬ 
ter in the UK." 


I nteresting! y. the film takes care to dis¬ 
pel any doih»s viewers might have 
had that bonks and the written word 
were the be-all and end-all of the poet- 
author's existence. Vikiam Seth is 
shown taking music lessons from his 
guru, the vocalist Pandit Amamath. 

Says Vikrain. "If 1 was asked to go to 
an island and had to choose between a 
pile of books and a pile of compact 
discs, I'm pretty sure what I'll choose. 
(The latter, apparently.) And if will be a 
mixture of Indian and Western. The plea¬ 
sure I gel from music, I get from 
nulhing. nothing else amongst ihc crea¬ 
tive arts.' 

Vikram is nut always that intense in 
conversation. In the film, when he is 
asked how he was able to write the mtmi- 
moth K:t00.pagc A Suuablr Boy. he 
replies. "I'm amared that anyone found 
the time to read it. " 

And will there he u sequel? "I can't 
think of doing anything more dreudfut 
than that.” he replies. This, despite the 
fact that the novel ha.s tHiisirippcd ihe 
sales of works by such uuthi >rs a.v W j I hur 
Smith, iohn Ic Carre and Billy C<H)per, 
The Him ends on u senes of rapid fne 
questions addressed to Vikrarn. 

How would you like to die? 

On ihc l.^ih line of a sonnet. 

What IS your greatest fear? 

That India will succumb lu connnu* 
nal haired. 

Regret? 

Having no children. 

Which author do you most admire? 
Pushkin, because he wrote what he 
wanted and never repealed himself. 

For those who were disappointed at 
having missed those gems, Aradhana 
now intend s another screen i ng at the Bri - 
dsh Counc 1 1 when she returns in June. 

With so many important social issues 
to be tackled in the country, what is she 
doing in Austria? "Well," says the film¬ 
maker. "I would ideally like to settle 
down in India". For this, her 'dream 


five — Vikram reading out his letters 
written from Duon School ("School is 
such a Jungle"), dinncr-iabk conversa¬ 
tion at the Seth household with the 
mother, Leila Seth, recol¬ 

lecting her son\precocity, and an impas¬ 
sioned pica from Vikram when repn- 
manded as a child to "Bum me black, 
throw me on (he road, let a bus run over 


And what did Vikram 
have to say about 
Aradhana’s work? He 
sent her a thank-you letter 
in Vienna saying it was "a 
very nice film" 


Remarks Aradhana. "It wasn’t 
enough for Vikram to be just burned 
black—he wanted it all!" 

Perhaps the film owes a Im ot its 
effect to Vjkram's telegenic charm. 
There aru scenes of him coming home 
for Diwali. witnessing the Karwa 
Chauih rituals, happy to be home. What 
also comes through is the lurking trepida¬ 
tion. natural to a person living abr<ad. 
about the well-being of loved ones he 
has left behind Vikram articulates the 
sentiment later, in his inimitable way: "t 
didn't want to be driven home by an 
emergency. I had seen so many people 
arriving like that. I wanted to be con¬ 
stantly in touch." 

But while he is fond of dte family, he 
is categoric in the statement that, "I 
wouldn't contort my heart to please my 
parents." 


He doesn’t appear to coniort it out of 
shape to plej.se hs sister either. Aradha- 
na recalls her '.vuOvr’s reaction to the 
film she made around him: "Vikram 
wrote a lovely letter to me m Vienna last 
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Muidimtt prayer: tlwre Is bet one 6od 


lesiai a Hietfi teevle: ■ iwKHaceted relkploA 


SPLIT NATIONALITY 


Fulhrifthi sihulnf unif pitfuiati sdenust 
Ruslitvttudiim Ktuw ha\ hrM u numhrr 
dislinyuishtil \hkms in the ao«/r/n«. Jtpfi>malir 
andpubUc MorkU. 

Hf kos rf/.wi aMhtmvd and edited a number of 
studtn amirnxtil wah the hiatorx tff. mJctmti- 
nwf/p^ nent for, MKieiuf t himige in frtdnt. 

Tkefttllowxufi extnxi h urefrom fxh lufr^t treo- 
fixe. Bewildered Indin: Idemiiy. Plunili^. 
DisctnJ. nrul exominr the myriad an file x from 
which the roMe Hindu and ihe Mu.sbm dew them- 
xelven iindtxu’b other 


I ndian identity as an evolving federal 
naii^w in a classic plural society, has seve- 
ml dlmenvionf,. In lefirwol wale and retiwi* 
ciliation of gigantic segments of ethnre. 
regioniil, Unguisiic and religious sub- 
identities, it is a unique cupcrimem in world 
history, The process of socio<co«oinic transfor¬ 
mations initialed since Indej^ndcnce by 


•uhMviaNM*^ 


The many 
faces of 
Indian 
society. A 
study by 
[Ktlitic^ 
.scholar 
Ra.sheeduddin 
Khan 


inicHacing plimning with market forces, has 
already changed the agrarian, industrial and mer¬ 
cantile face of India from iradiiional to a modern 
society, with a patchwork of developed, develo¬ 
ping and under-developed sectors and regions. 

The critical cumulative impact of ihc three 
vital ingredients of the post-industrial lecbnocra- 
tk society, namely the atom, the jet and the com¬ 
puter. have yet to manifest in (he Indian context 
in their full bloom. The logic of inier-dcpcndenl 
and organic, though an unequal one-world, has 
its rqiercussions on our own tndigenecni.s endea¬ 
vour for a just and equitabk society. 

The Muslim situation and problems should be 
located and understood in the larger context of 
the contemporary Indian reality in its implica- 
lions and ramifications. The Muslims of India 
constitute the second major religious segment m 
the federal polity, in terms of pt^lation and pro¬ 
portion. Id the global framework of the sprs*ad of 
Islam. Indian Muslims are the second-largesi 
congregation, next only to Indonesia, and hlggei 








in number ihan the loial 
populyiktn of Pakisi&n or 
Baiigludesh. Their cri' 
gm, evolution and cKpan* 
sion in the Hiiidusian suiv 
continent in the lost i .2^X1 
ycar>, that is from the Kth 
century AD. hu.*- been 
marked by varied expe¬ 
riences in their encoun¬ 
ters and interactions with 
Ihc preponderant Hindu 
population, ul several 
levels — Uwal. lub- 
regional, regional ajtdall* 
India, and in many 
aspecis of life — reli* < 
gums, social, cultural aiul * 
political. Both for the | 
Muslims and the Hindus. § 
this was B new. unique « 
and difkreni experience. | 
The Hindus were shaken ^ 
out of iheii insular mouUI | 
and raced a phenomenon \ 
which had a irans- | 
regional and trans* I 
contincma) reach 
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Khan Abdil (iffv Rliaa: imtlor toidir aid mm of poaco 
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T he world's oldest belief system. Sanatan 
Dharmu .secure andcomplacent in Itscontinea- 
ml enclosure, having unconcealed disdain for 
the outsider and ihe 'other* faced in Islam a 
growing Uunado o! an ultcmaiive and in many 
ways contrary principles of law. social eihics 
and sLitecratt It was a shucking, and in essence a 
disquieling experience tor the varna^hrttmu 
system, and cgiiistical BrahminicaJ hegemony 

and kKal dt»mlnance of the rulingin several 
parts ol iiutm. 

I si a m 11 rst came to Mai ahar wit h the me rcant i - 
le elements from southern Arabia and then 
siretchcd to Coromandal in Tamil Nadu. In 
Sindti the Arab expeditionary force of the Umay* 
y ad C'al i phalc made i nmads i n 712 AD. and esia* 
hi i shed wlmm I strat ion—though rwt Sultanate 
~as purl of the Caliphate In Multan and Mansu- 
ru early Kurumuhan llsmaili] Suliaoaics were 
established whlcli were penalised and destroyed 
by Mahmud Gha/ni m Mth century. The llbari 
Turks Stahl hsed the first Sulianulc in Delhi in 
I 20 ri. followed by five other dynasties, that 
lasted lilt the establishment of the Mughal empi* 
rem 1.^26. which ended ir IM5K. 

Fur Islam us well, ils experience in India was 
e«>mplctcky different from that in ZoruasUian 
Iran, Coptic Hgypt. Berber pagan Maghrib. 
Christian Shaam and 1'urkey (casicm Roman 
Hmpire). Buddhisi Afgh^istan. Buddho 
Shumunian Central Asiu, arul mi grant, elementa¬ 
ry and disi(»ncd Hinduism m InJortesia. In i^icsc 
regions the triumph of Islam, hoih as religious 
movemerii and political ptiwer. was complete. In 


OXere 

have 

been opposite 
symbols in 
Muslim 
hisfory, The 
bigoted, ihc 
orthodox, the 
compassionate 
and the 
humanistic 


India, on the other hand, while political rule 
acquired some sort of dominance. th<HJgh <inly ui 
Ihc apex level And symbolically, hut at lower 
k VC Is nl'cj vie 11 fc and local grassrooi ad m I n i stnt* 
tjon in Ihc vast rural himerland. the rnalitKxml 
pane hfiwi system persisted. 

Nor did Islam as a religious movement acqui* 
re widespread acceptability. The wcll- 
enirenched rusilicni Hii^u civihsa!ion was not 
offensivv hut resistant to any change. The ortho 
dox version of Islam remained rcsirkicd to 
urban centres (^.xAaA.OarKl lew village cfusicfs. 
The Sun Tariqat did make an appeal lo the huimt' 
nisi sensihtllty of the common petipic. hut even 
that did mH make much headway in l.s lam sal ion 
of the .society, even if intended. This is ni> (Kca* 
sion to enter into the causes and faci:irs to 
explain the situation. For our purpose it Is sulTi- 
eicnt to note the faci here. 

Ncvcnhclcss, in the realm of civilisation and 
c'uiiure, medieval Indiu, certainly picscnis a 
nwisuic ol synthesis manifested In an^. ciaft. 
handlotaii. music, arehliceturc, mimaim'c pain¬ 
tings. poetry, human I si Iheralure of the Bhakii 
school and the .Sufis, euhnory arts, sanonal 
fa.shlofis, jewellery etc. India today in all Us 
gtwy of the medieval pasi K as much a comrihu- 
(inn of the Muslims as of the Hindus. 

T w«i stereotypes about the Muslims. h<»wever. 

shouki he discarded. One that Muslims aa* 
ouisidcTv, invaders and conquerors, and two. 
trial a typical Muslim Is an Inward'looking, into* 
terani and bigoted human being Majority of 
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AMollih Shah Bukhari: oaa hlad of Moailm ftamtypa 


Muslims in India are indigenous people who 
embraced l«lam for a vaheiy of reasons al diffe* 
renc points of time Sword alone has never hevn 
the main instrument of Idamisation, Klam's 
humanist and radical appeal, e^cially in sharp 
contrast to the tncquiious. Mcnie. oppressive, 
even inhuman caste syslcin, has been a greni fuc* 
tor of attraction, particularly for the artisans, 
craftsmen and exploited peasant/orix. 

Islam u^ared as a liberaung and a humani' 
sing process for emancipation fioni a heritage of 
bondage. There is no prototype Muslim in Indiu. 
India's divenity of cultures and regional vana* 
tion precludes such a simplified typology. A 
common Muslim is as good a neighbwir. a pro¬ 
fessional col league, friend and citizen as other 
Indians. Il is malicious to portray him in the 
mould of a brute. This is prejudice of the mca 
nest level. 

It is not generally known that in the long histo- 
ry of the Muslims in India there have always 
been two trends and symbols — the intolcram, 
(he bigot and the orth^>x and also those with 
compassion, wider vision and humanism. For 
insunce. one can Juxtapose, symbolicaily. two 
prototype^ of Muslims in each epoch, those with 
a narrow approach and those with broader sym¬ 
pathies. Mahmud Ghazni verbis Ahti Raihan Al- 
Be run i, Alauddin Khiiji versu«i Aamir Khusruu. 
Aurangzeb versus Dara Shikuh, MulummuO Alt 
Jinnah versus Mnulana Ahul Kalam Azad. the 
Khaksar Abdullah Shah Bukhari verMis the 
Khudai-Khidmalgar Khan Abdul Caffar Khan, 



every 
Mahmud 
Ghazni there 
is an Alberuni, 

and/or fvefy 

Abdullah Shah 
Bukhari a 
Khan Abdul 
GafjarKhan 


Corrununalism as a 
pherHHnenon in Indiii. 
both in the pre- 
tMependence era and the 
post-1 iidcpeadcncc 
phase, h^ basically two 
religi(HJs segments ax the 
mam reference points — 
the Hindus and the 
Mudims The Sikh and 
the Oiristian factor hud 
hy artd large remained un 
ancillary pan of the phe- 
flomenon. Commu¬ 
nal ism is neither religion 
nor religiosity. It is u pro¬ 
cess of demeaning reli¬ 
gion for narrow and expe¬ 
dient power politics. It is 
exploitation of religiosity 
for subvening and frag¬ 
menting niuionttl identity. 


The crystallisation ol 
communal conciousnexs 
as segmentary natio¬ 
nalism’ countctTxised to 
secular, composite und | 
'integral nationalism’, in 
nalism*. in the span of the Iasi hundred years 
resulted m seven-fold disaster ^ I i division of 
the emerging pan-Indian political fraiemity, 2) 
punition of an integral country and its uniHed 
civilisation. M trifurcation of the subconiinenrs 
Muslim segineol. 4) setback to the prtK;ess of 
composite culture. 5) destabilisation of Urdu, 
its heritage and of its votaries, 6) emergence of 
Muslim fundame Alai ism in Pakistan, 

Bangladesh und India, and < 71 the spread of bigo¬ 
ted. belligerem Hindu revivalism in India and ! 
among .some Ht ndv N R Is, 

The communal situation today in the subconti¬ 
nent is dismal and alarming. Ttte opponents of 
communalism are confused, divided, disorgani¬ 
sed and devious. The proponents of commu- 
nalism are in the ascendant. They are already in 
position of power in Pakistan and Bangladesh 
In India they are now legitimised ai the main 
Opposition in the Fartiameni. having, increased 
their seat proportion, by leaps and bounds since 
1989. though not so much their \'o(er-base. They [ 
are a major fimnation in the four Hindi stales. [ 
including the gigantic Uttar Pradesh and | 
Madhya Pradesh. 

The permeation of the communal elements 
within the other parties, including the Congress 
and the Janata Ual. weakens the prospects of a 
concerted and vigorous Opposition. The Left 
politics of obsessive anii-Conga’ssism and 
opportunistic tactical arrangement, even electo¬ 
ral alliarkxs. ami floor coordination mths Pnrlia' 

\ ment. eventually help, unwillingly the nghiivt 
reactKinary and communal forces 1 'Ik tragedy 
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ot ihi* Left stems I’ntm iis 
selt-righieou^ confuston 
and uncrilical ccniiudc. 

There is itced fw u 
vigonxis pciipk's cam¬ 
paign agoinsi the fDrccs 
of disruption suiJ diMi- 
miy. All scgiiKmis — 
social, professional, poli¬ 
tical and cultural — will 
have 10 moNlise within 
their own spheres, and 
jointly among them, 
citiHen-gruups in defence 
of d harmonious, sane 
and just perfity in India, 
and u powerful secular 
republic. The collapse 
dismantling of the 
federal order in the erst¬ 
while Soviet Union and 
Yugoslavia should be & 
serious warning, noiwiih* 
standing differences in 
historical ethos and in the 
political system 


T he chequered fonutKS ot the origin, rise. 

expansion and vicissitudes of Islam in the 
continental polity of India provides a unique 
situational context that determines peculiar con¬ 
tours of the Muslim political conscioosness. 
Never had so many strands of Islam represenimg 
at least four ihajor regional, linguistic and cultu¬ 
ral variations — the Arab, the Turkish, the Persi¬ 
an and the Afghan — converged in one country 
to lay the sub* stratum of a new and distinct herita¬ 
ge. as has been in the case of Islam in India. 

The original Arab simplicity of fatth, the Tur* 
lush capacity and flair for organisation, the Feni¬ 
an sophistication and legacy of mysticism, the 
Afgh^ ruggedness and tenacity got amalgama¬ 
ted in unequal pruportions. with the rich heritage 
of speculative philosophy, hierarchical social- 
structure and ethos of Hindu cultural diversity to 
give a specific and distinct form and character to 
Indian Islam. What provides novelty to the spirit 
of Islam in this ancient land is the fact that in no 
other place had it to encounter and fw more than 
a thousand years, a radically dissimilar and 
existentially a more resilient civilisation, like (he 
Hindu, which was neither fully 'conquered* or 
'assimilated' nor would in turn 'conquer' and 
'assimilate* Islam 

Islam in lndia.4hen. is atypical Indian pheno¬ 
menon in all its ramificatioRS. History is replete 
with evidence to substantiate (his ^position fur 
anyone endowed with an average pea'eption and 
a sense of objectivity. But the orthodox mullah 
complains that Islam in India is no( quite Islamic 
and the innocent infidel accuses that it is (kx suffi¬ 
ciently Indian. Predictably, one wanb to 
/rIomtj< it and the other wonts to it. An 


Urdu poet has beautifully unravelled part of this 
contradiction in the couplet; ZoAtd-r-rong-nnear 

nf mujhf kaftr j<iano/Aur kafir yth sQmajtQ hai 
MuiMfntan hu mein (The narrow minded mul¬ 
lah convklered me a kafir / and the kqfir thinks i 
am a Muslim.) 

One of the most formative influences in the 
making of the Muslim ethos in India has been 
that of Sufism. There are many Sufi orders that 
are essentially Indian, and oth^ which though 
originaiing outside, claimed their widest popuia- 
rily only in India. And what is more, today India 
is the biggest centre of Sufism in the world. The 
four well-known Sufi silsilas (wders) in India 
are the Qadriya, dte Chistiya, the Naqshabundi- 
ya and the Suhrawarhya. 

The Chisti saints like Khwaja Moinuddin 
Chisb of Ajmer (1143-1234). Khwaja QuUibud- 
din Bakhtiar Kaki (d:123$); Khwaja Fartduddin 
Ganj Shakar. better known as Baba Paid 
<1173-1265): Khwaja Nizamuddin AuJia 
(1236-1325); Khwaja Nashrvddin Chiragh- 
l-Delhi (1276-1356); Khwaja Syed Mohammed 
Gesu Daraz( 1321 • 1422); were essentially huma¬ 
nists /wrexcelienre who drew to themselves per¬ 
sons of all castes and creed and fought the 
Muslim tyrants of (heir times in defence of justi¬ 
ce, peace and Ote rights of men, irrespective of 
caste and creed. 

Isum in India, particularly at the mass level, 
was profoundly influenced by the Sufis in its 
emorional ethw. These 'saints of the people' 
were among the finest specimens of mankind 
known to any part of the world. They built 
bridges between (he orthodox and the heterodox, 
the rich and (be poor and between groups and 


::yt/(yusUm5 
expect to be 
treated on par 
withthe 
majority, with 
deference to 
their cultural 
contributions 
to India 
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Twnpla lA ioitl» Mli: tit ftHh of at oldor milorltv 

communities. They softened the aninwvity hei* 
ween communities, gave rise to sincretic hunu* 
nism, promoted spiritual eclectism and placed 
men as an expression of (he divine in the cemrv 
of all acliviiies. Their anihn^)omor]Ak sympa¬ 
thies reflected iheir busH: credi> of 
WahdohuI WujMfl (Unity of Being). They yeur* 
ned for 'love* as the supreme expression of all 
creation and indeed the manifestation of the 
Divine. 


Incidentally, this port of the heritage of Idem 
in India has found its most eloquent expression 
in the entire coipus of Urdu poetry peniculariy 
and parts of Urdu liieralure generally. The 
idioms, similes, metaphors, symbols, imagery 
and the entire structure of values of Urdu poetry 
reflect powerfully not ortly the composite cultu¬ 
re of India that has grown out of Ihe fusion of 
Islam with Hindu polity but also the dominant 
trend of Suf) and the Bhakti message of eclectic 
humanism. 

A famous couplet of Shah Khamosh of Hyde¬ 
rabad peccan (sometimes wrongly ailjibuied to 
Khwaja Gesu Darai of Gulbarga because it is in 
tune with his teachings) reflects (he credo of the 
S ufi and the Bhaki—the credo of un ilove 
transcending religious walls. The impeccable 
couplet is: 

Ku/r kafir ko bhaUi, Shaikh ko Islam hhah 
Aihiqaan aap bhale cpna dil aroom bhaUi 
(To (he fcoj^rhis disbelief and to the Sheikh his 
Islam arc bcst/Bul lovers arc better left © them¬ 
selves and to the Beloved.) 


Islam 

came to India, 
it met a well - 
entrenched, 
resilient Hindu 
civilisation 
that was 
resistant to 
change 


tenns 


of cultural 


debt 


and intensity and wider 
social repcrcusikions, the 
two mos' prolfHind 
mHuenccs im the making 
Ilf a distinct Indian civili- 
'\i« 4 yn arc those of the 
UfXi'ic^H Ic^-Aryan and 

Indo- 

Musiim Vegnwms. The 
Indo-Aryans contributed 
to the expansion of Vedic 
cultural streams that over 
the ceniufies have comi- 
nued to fertilise Ihe body- 
politic of this ancieni 
land, and even today 
renuiifls the svb-soil of 
acculturation. 


It is not surprising, the¬ 
refore. to realise that the 
composiie culture in 
India originated in an 
environmeoi of reconcili¬ 
ation ruther than of refuta¬ 
tion. c<M>perwion rather 
than i)f confrontation, co¬ 
co-existence raihcr than inulual annihilation of 
the prditically domiiuini Islamic strands (repre¬ 
sented essentially by the Iranian, the Turko- 
Afghin and the central-A.<ian — mainly Khwa- 
rism. Khorasan, Balkh, Bukhara — cultural 
'mix') and the socio-culturally widespread and 
ramified Hindu traditional sub-stratum panicu- 
larly covering the Kshainya, the Vaishya and the 
middle sub-casies like Rajputs. Thikura, Ji(a. 
Marwaris. Banias and the ^aptable Kayaxthu 
and Khaihs, and (he land-based middle castes 
like Yadavs. Thakurs. iais. Abini, Kurmih, Ouj- 
jars, etc. m the wide expanse of the lnd> 
Gangeiic belt. 

Into the making of this composite culture has 
gone a chequered history of about a thousand 
years, interlaced with episode.^ of clash of arms, 
tussles for supremacy end the more folding 
encounters marked by Ihe fratcnul co-operation 
of divergent people learning to live ©gei)>cr as 
compainois, and prompted in this endeavour by 
the bemvoleni spell of the humanist saints and 
mystics of the age and by the more enlightened 
dilzens — leadm. poets, musicians, craftsmen, 
ajiisaax. story-tellers, social reformers artd secu¬ 
lar naiiotkilisis. polidcaJ leaders and statesmen. 

In order \o comprehend the peculiar nature of 
the Muslim psyche in India, it might be worth¬ 
while to begin by undemanding certain typical 
aspecib of ihe Muslim elite psychology which, 

however irraijonal and factually untenable, 
.oevcnheless remains subjectively (he frame of 
Uwir responses and sumulotions, of (heir actions 
and reactioas The Mu»ilim elite comprising the 
qojhoti shurafo (the nobility of Ihe iftnbah — 
the iicmi-urban centre of village lift), the ulema 
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Cliildrio obaylJifi 'Iwttft-iip' ordtrt during 8 C8rfi«: conHmjnalltffl dots Its worst 


theologians), ihc icochers. chc hu^incssnKm. ilv 
landlords, servi^ personnel in (he anny jhe pidi* 
cCi the rnasisUKy. (he civil scrviinis cic. rcmui* 


ned (he dominant opinion •builders and ci>nimu* 
niiy kaders. 

Any hchaviourul itudy would reveal (hjt of all 
(he diversified componenis of Indian Hxieiy 
based on religion, culture, language and Ihe re>l. 
only two segments (that arc numerically of any 
consequence) reveal a subjective awareness of 
(heir coUeciive superiority, indeed akin lo the 
sentiments ofHerrtn votk. namely. Indo-Aryans 
and Indo* Muslims. The casie Hindus (as the 
successors of the original lndo*Aryansj on (he 
one hand* and the Muslim elite (the ashroj) on 
the other, indulge in fanciful flights of self- 
assertion. therti^y making them resist viruciuraJ 
changes involving total aggregation of the Indi¬ 
an polity and its national integration The former 
accentuated eash-anachment and the latter an 
acute communal consciousness. 

Thus, we find caste and community as the two 
traditionist forms of cohesion, which today have 
become the biggest impediment in ihe new 
democratic egalitarian proce.ss of social change. 
The consciousness of the superiority of the 
Muslim, bom out of indelible memory of 700 
years of Mu slim hegemony in the Indo-Gangetic 
plains and in many pans of the Deccan, is 
matched by the caste Hindu’s hegemonic con- 
•aciousness based on millenia of their ritualistic 
superiority, siabiliacd by their higher education, 
landed property and political power. 

Stnctly in terms of self-image, the Muslims 
have always considered themselves a$ the single 
biggest compact segment of the Indian polity. 
This feeling was based on tlieir conKiousness ^ 

10 


the solidarity of Islamic 
brotherhood, and their 
homogeneity based on 
religion as conira.sied by 
the unbridgeable divj* 
stuns in Hindu society 
comparimantalised by 
exclusive and enduga- 
mous ca.sics and sub- 
castes. If the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tri¬ 
bes are con siderc J as peri • 
pberal and even non* 
recognised components 
of iIm vomoAHramaDfitT- 
ma. then the prq)onion 
and absolute number of 
divided caste Hindus was 
not much larger than the 
total Muslim population. 

In any case, it is true 
that (he Muslims never 
felt themselves as a hel¬ 
pless minority but at least 
as a major segment of the 
Indian polity. If Hindus 
were the majorit y com mun it y, then (hey, the 
Muslims, conceived themselves as the other 
community', tsi he treated on pui with due defe¬ 
rence to their historical and cultural contribution 
in the making of India. This self-consciousness 
of being 'Ukc other community’ rather than q 
minority is reflected in the articulation paiiem 
and demand inputs of the Muslims before and 
afier Independence. 

By and large, the Muslim elites have also con¬ 
sidered themselves as the finer specimen of refi¬ 
ned urban culture in India. They have always fan¬ 
cied the richness of their sartorial fashions, the 
delicacy and varieiy of (heir culinary art. 
extrovert and spendthrift style of living and com¬ 
pulsive bospiQdiiy. rerinemeni of manner, polite¬ 
ness and etiquette, civilised style of social expres¬ 
sion no less than their patronage and contribu¬ 
tion over the centuries in classical music, rtunia- 
ture painting, calligraphy, handloom crafts, and 
archiieciurt as a hallmark of their ‘superiority’ 
at cultural ly and social ly the more advanced seg¬ 
ment of the Indian body politic. 

They have also prided themselves in the doctri¬ 
nal simplicity and directness of their faith, which 
has emancipated them, at least nationally, of the 
encrustation of tribal and caste divisions, myths 
and t^ioos. priesthood and (he paraphentalia 
and cusiom.5 found in other belief paiiems. The 
Islamic creed, in iu clear monotheistic formula¬ 
tions and explicit injunctions covering the entire 
gamut of social life appears mote direct, clear 
and simple and easy lo observe. • 
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UNDCRmS$URt* A Kotcn rtfM in a tmining ivmp 


Roun d one to the junta 

The fall of a rebel Karen stronghold in Myanmar comes as a 
setback for Indian insurgent groups in the north-east 


The govcmmenc 
lnxip> in Myanmar, 
waging an almo&i 
fifty-year-old bloody 
war against the 
coun try' s ethnic i nsur* 
gents, never had it so 
MYANMAR good. In Ihc biggest- 
ever offensive against 
the rebels, about 15,(100 Myanmarese 
iruops took over Mnncrplaw, the Iasi 
major stronghold of the Karen tn- 
hesmen, who hud locked Nvns with the 
authorities in Yangon in one of Ihc 
world’s longest-running insurgencies. 

The scenic Mancrplaw fell in the last 
sveek of /anuvy and the Myanmarwse 
army, equipped with Chinese-made artil¬ 
lery, kept up the pressure on the retrea¬ 
ting Karen National l.iheraiion Army 
<KNLA>. The KNLA rebels have been 
operating iJong the wooded Thailand- 
Myanmarborderandalsointhelrmwad- { 


d) della, to the wth of Yangon. And 
since 8 February, the rdxis, who had 
congregated i n the border afea.s of Kaw- 
moora in order to regroup, arc engaged 
in a rwree monar battle. 

The fall of Manerplaw has come as a 
ntoraJc booster to the forces under 
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Yangon's military juni.i who arc on the 
verge of wrapping up yet another ethnic 
insurreelion by the Christian Kuchins in 
the north Myannur which lies dose to 
the borders of Arun«Kbul Pradesh and 
Nagaland. Junta sirongioun lliuu .Shwc 
has already worked mil a ceasefire a gi oc • 
ment wi ih llie R.tiOtl- si ron g Kach i n I ndc* 
pendcncc Army (KIA). The KIA has 
been a major threat in successive Myan- 
marese govemmenis since 1961 

Wi ih the Karen host ion fal I i ng and t he 
KlA and its political wing, Kachin InJc- | 
pendem Orgunisaiinn (KIO) ready to 
negotiate a political settlement, the 
junta, known as the Slate L4iw and Order 
ResioTHtion Cftun<*»1 (SI ORC), can nnw 
look forward to easier time^. Mon.*ovcr, 
the pro-democracy stir, which crupied 
inhiarch l9RAa»d blossomed mthe elec¬ 
toral triumph of the Nmionul l.eaguc ri>r 
democracy (NLD) under Aung Sun Suu 
Kyt. alM seems lu huve wilhead un<ler 












sustained pressure from the 
autbonUes. 

But (he fall of Manerplaw b 
ixnportaiii in more wayn than one. Tltis 
Kaitn bastion had played host to the 
leaders of (he Democratk Alliance of 
Burma (DAB), a forum of II ethnic 
insurgeiiTs' organisations and milicani 
Myanmareie resistance outfits. 

Moreover, overrunning Manerplaw 
also involved logistic help from the Thai 
army. Yangon's forces used the Mae Sot 
area InThailand to out/1 ank the Karens. 
This was a reversal of role for the Thu 
army. During an offensive agaiiut the 
KNLA in June 1990, the Myanmarcse 
forces' request lo use Thai soil as an ope* 
raiional launching pul was turned down 


HARD TIMES 


Rmatly. tN nllltwy |iiita 
hi Yiniii* ertektd dm m t 
bliBMrtttftNKvM 
InurgMtf li tin wmM 
r•Bloni0ftln 
TltBlMnd^Myininf bonlir 

Tim wthorKIff hm iHo 
brMfht under eoirtrol the 
KteMn Intergeirtt 

Foilewing thdee htcMents, 

ndltant Breupi In hidle'f 
florth'Wt hm luddenly 
fOQndthelridpplylfint 
•ffeetdd 



Cold comfort 


The Bhopal gas victims are unhappy with what the Lok 
Adalat has to offer 


The organism call il a 
success. But (he first 
Lo4 Adalat, set up for 
the victims of the Bho¬ 
pal ga.s tragedy, has 
lately drawn a lot of 
MaiWYA f)^' The Adalat. 

PRADESH which was set up lo 

praiect the gas victims 
from (he louhlawycr-dociornexusinthe 
clai m couns, besi^ ex pediting and sim¬ 
plifying the process of disburmnem d 
copipensaiion. h now being criticised 
for offering too I iule too late. 

Even a.s V.K. Saxena. acting welfaic 
commisuoner. spoke highly about the 
"entbusia.vn shown by the people’ regar¬ 
ding the Lok Adalat. those affected hy 
the tragedy were not so easily taken in. 
TV Adalat hav had the lawyers and acti¬ 
vists up in arms over the low amouni of 
compensation paid and the faulty medi¬ 
cal categorisation on which payment 
was bas^. Most of the victims have 
recetved around Rs 45.000. which, after 
ten yean of suffering, looks inadequate. 
A little over 5.000 people from seven 


wards Bhopal were invited to Uk Lok 
Adalat. And after 12 harrowing hours of 
deliberaiion. compenaation to the tune 
of Rs 9.5 crore was awarded to 2.800 
peofHc. The maximum amount awarded 
to an individual was Rs 7U.000 while the 
minimum axnoum came to Rs 15.000. 
But some 01 the affected ptopit refused 
to accept the com peruailon. 

Rashida Bano. 40, had a mifcarriage 
and later had to have her menu removed 
as it lurned malignam after exposure lo 
ihc deadly gas. She alleged that the Lok 
Adalat did not grant her a proper hearing 
and took an arhitru/y deci<»lon. She has 
rtfuftod 10 dccepi the compensation 
money of Rs 50.000. Prakash Lai 
Mnoak. whose eyes and lungs were 
damaged, had lo spend Rs 1.00.000 on 
medical bills. "Why should 1 accepi u Ks 
10,000 compensation?" he asks. 

There are others also to whom the 
compensation has noi brought ^cour. 
And they have a crusader in (he Bhopal 
Gas Pe^it Mahih Udyvg Sangathan. 
Calling the Lok Adalai a ’shameful 



Lefttodle 


by Gen. S. Kraprayuon. the chief of the 
RoyalThaiArmy .Thistnin aruund indi¬ 
cates that the south and south-east Asian 
nations no Itmger consider ihe military 
junta in Yangon as untouchaMes. Even 
India has signed border trade accords 
with Ihe SLORC-ruled state. 

The retreat by the Karen guerrillas 
and the laming of the Kachins augur 
well for the Indian army strategists. Il is 
reckoned that Manipuri and Naga guer¬ 
rillas will now have a hard time as 
Kachin.s used to he their trusted conduit 
for arms, hideout facilities and (ruining. 

The fall of Manerplaw coincides with 
(he gradual opening up of Myanmar to 

international inve.^uorv. Il rcinaiiw to bs 

seen whether the militaiy junta in 
Yangon will use the iictory agaioNi the 
Karens as a leverage in Iheir ncgtHia- 
(k)ns With other in.<iurgcn( groups. • 



Shunned by the hospital authorities^ an AIDS patient 
dies in Calcutta 



T k Nadonnl HuroM Ri^igs Oam- 
mnsioo (NHRC) has aroused coo- 
udenbk a^Hraiioo jq>oo| (be 
people nd con^ ms Ku pourifti ia 
befmthepMd frorediffacMpta 
of the coimcry. And ffow» a pmkkiu 
tm been sent lo (he NHRC dam- 
maa. Jsstke Rangawd) MIshra. ibm 
is unique in two raspPcis. 

Rr% It deals wiA a difTefeoi kiad 
of vioLition of buun rifbta: ihe 
right to life of an AIDS patiew who 
Ttcemly died in a govermefli ho^ 
tal in C^iWU. Secondly, in thk eaee, 
(be charge of medical negligence is 
brougbi by a ^oup of doemra. 

Eveott (hat M lo ihe demh of. 
Dipak Btswa^/ttf 


SB0MMI1CE: the mother and 
sister i)f Dipak Biswas 


maiadlea dut have bscome chmuc 
in our itaia health caic system. 
Biswas, who used to work in aatttor 
garage io Bombay, came back to Cal- 
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TOOLmUpTOOUTE: a LokAdatai sesswn in Bfwpal 


Ibc compensation process". ji 
has 'dtc\BSk}ojM\c the Supreme Court 
agalasi (he UxiMaJai. 


Vi}«y Gu^ presid^of the Bhopa) 
Bar Association, who was a Union Car- 
bxk lawyer in (he initial days of the liti* 
gauon. has described the Lok Adalai as a 
‘'stum* of sons, insinuating that it was 
redundani. "The claim coum especially 
meant for the gas victims are more than 
enough, provided they function pro¬ 
perly and without any comipcion". 
observed Gupta. 

The absence of a full-time welfare 
commisuoner seems to have aggravated 
the woes of the gas victims. More than 
3.000 cases of personal injury and 
around 1,000 cases of death due to gas 
exposure, hk ^lending in the court of the 
welfare commisvioner because Saacna 
only has rinancial and administrative 
powers and no judicial power. 

Many legal eapcrT> have described 
the tedious compensaiion disbunemeni 
process as ■ greater tragedy than the 
holocaust itself 

The Lok Adala* was a desperate mca* 
sure to speed up the svlilemcni procesa. 
And now, even ten years after the trage¬ 
dy. the people affected can do very liiike. 
except raise their fcehJc voices from 
time to lime, e 


cm in Aioe, 1994, with high fever 
Advlaedbo^tatisiriofi hy • private 
doctor, be went (0 the R.G. Ktf Medi¬ 
cal CoU^. 

Xater. B&waa w» adndited to (be 
N.R.S. Medical CoUege and 
received two uala of blood nd letne 
i^octioBi. After the tecood blood 
(Tpttifltdnrt, he d e v d oped levert 
'tfcgrt m. blood aMBDka were 

< - egrtto^lcftootoTTrogica Medid- 

> ..TOiir oeM.itrod ibea\ Mttf^ 

.. ttei^ d)gpidcnt> dder ainer. 
t** weuiocciSeddK 

idpon STM. a tWTK deauur 

M lb. .1^'. I came htA and 
' teMd cbemKcr lotbe NRS hoapi- 
m. aotboridei. They advised me to 
iM mddlreetDT Dr M.5. Chain' 
bciriy. Dr Cbababony toe ha 

vauid’direetly eotUM (ha HRS doc- 
<* IttLM^dlviJwioMthatDipiS 
V :\lik^;ba idM 0 dtt $T>f for trail* 
Hnibw I In the 


dark about (be HIV repon*. Maaju 
said 

But. airway, (he padeffi was 
diaebarfed from the NRS on iO 
August. His sister look hhn to (he 
STfl where he was kept waiting for 
five boors. Biswas was then exasni- 
ne^ subjected to X-nyt and told to 
go borne. More sux^sin^y. Dr 
Chakribosiy referred him 10 e pcWaie 
ayurvedic physsdan. 

Under the ayorvedie regime, Ae 
padoit's ea^ahon decericnied ad 
he was admined to amber govern- 
max bospiial called Sam&uiuab 
ha£t Ho^ul''through a acqucio* 
uace^ Afioonhbg to Manilas coft> 
dldon bad ipper^y unproved after 
a few days, when Dr Chakraborty. 
(he coor^oaUr of AIDS eeU. govern* 
mem of West Beogil. and Dr K. 
Banejj, the ‘'state pbyaidarespoDii' 
We for AIDS managemat*. vWted 
bim. Biswia wm taka le dtcMadr* 
cal College Hoapltal without his 


family behtg informed. 

When Maju wat to sa her brth 
tber a 0 October, she was that 
he bad died — and she stiil didn't 
know whK be was aotuaDy lufierloi 
from. Ho^tal em^oyees, on tba 
other band, were ocnvincad (hat be 
had dtedof AE>5. 

Mat^u, however^ was not wtlKsg. 
to kt natters rest there. 1 wiU not ^ 
my btcNher back. But I must amne 
tbii sueb OuDgi do not higipeii to imy 
one else*, she sakL And she found * 
due the was not alone. The 
Sendees AssociatkR (HSAk a cfga- 
niiadcin of govertuiieDi doom, and 
dre Drug Actioe fVjruoi (D>^.g 
voluntary pbysidns’ grwqi. came 
fonrard to to^ into the matter. 

On dte basis of thieir investiga* 
tions. the HSA and (he OAF have 
iondy filed a petition before the 
7M1C. Now, i(*i over to Justice 
Ml^vt for Ms verdict. * 
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striking at the roots 

Why is the National Library in Calcutta making news 
all over again': 


OiKC U(!din. the Naiin- 
iidl I.ihrary iii Cakui- 
u i" in (h«.*nii<klkM)| a 

cuRiruvcr^y Acid this 
nine ii revolves rourkl 
the I el ling of a lew 
irce>> 10 make wuy for 
ihc six-siorcycti Bha* 
shy Rhavan ~ a new 
wing ol (he [jhrary. Butprohicins laced 
by Ihc riK)*ycar*old iiisiituiion seem far 
nion’(k*cp-rooted than Ik trees. 

And for the first lime, ihc library has 
seen direct imolvcment of poluieiuns m 




IN THE EYE OF m STORM: Ntt/ionoi 
Uhrun tftrrctor Z).M Banerjee 

els cjfluirs Leading the crusade is ihe 
focal Congress MLA Saugalu Roy along 
with his c^icague Madan Mtira. 

In recent limes, ihe sprawling lawns 
of Ihe National L.ibrury have witnessed 
angry demonstrations. Rival unions ^ 
CPl(M)-huckeO NationaJ Library 
H<iiployces* Associailoci iNUiA) and 
tk National Library Staff Association 
(NI.SA). tacitly supported by Ihc 
Congress — have clashed oi regular 
iricrvals. ARcr D N. Boncryec, the pre* 
sent director, avsumed ofllcc in 1992. 
Ihc hostility has •intensified, with the 
NIL A hacking him and the NLSA 
irymg w Find fault with every move he 


has made so far. 

As it stands. Roy is opposed to the fel¬ 
ling of the iRcs. He. no doubt, has the 
support of envimomcfli-conscious non* 
govcfnmcftUi organisations. While Roy 
agrees that a new building is absolutely 
essential for the library, he would not 
allow it to come up at the cost of doing 
aw’ay with trees, some of which arc rare. 
Roy alleged that Banerjee seme lime 
hack had flooied u tender to cut down 2.^ 
trees NLSA seervury Saibal Cltakra* 
bony, in u letter to the llniun ministry of 
culture, has fimkr accused the library 
management of selling timber worth Rs 
27,(HU). 

Wjih such a hue and cry raised over 
the proposed Ks 4S>crun: building pru* 
iev’t. Ronciycc felt that he had lu come 
out against the 'dtsinftirmaiiun cam¬ 
paign*. In a press confcrvoce on 8 
Hebruary. he clarified that only six trees 
will have to be felled. Aral saplings of 60 
varieties will he planted to rrtakc up for 
this loss. He even suggested ir^splan* 
ling trees ot ran; species, even though it 
may entail expenses annind Rs I .UO.OOO. 

While Roy and his supporters irtsist 
that the building shouldcome up at a dif, 
fcreni site. Honeijve's conienlHin is that 
the building plan, which was sancUoned 
In 19R9 ^ when Rajiv GaiMJhi was the 
Prime Minister — could not be altered 
now. 

Ii is nm difTrculf to undersiand Bancr- 
jce's eagerness to go ahead with the 
bulldiftg project. With less than three 
yean remaining befurc the Eighth Plan 
period cemtes to an end. there is a povsibi- 
!ity that the money sanctioned for the 
purpose may have to be returned unutili¬ 
sed. On the other hoiKl. the project even 
if it gets undcrw’ay during his tenure, 
will be a feather in his cap. 

Meanwhile. Lbe delegation led by 
Roy and Miira to the Library directed 
also del i KSKlcd withdrawal of dl scipl Ina- 
r> aciiuci againsi four employees. Roy 
claimed that the dirtclur had adopted a 
‘'p^jeon'' altitude in 'suspending and 
unjustifiablv termiruiing*' the services 
of four NL^A memhen. He lux threate¬ 
ned to launch a bigger agiiiiion if the 
orders arvnot withdrawn at the earl text. • 







TRIHUKA 


The land in 
question 

7Vtc ruling Left Front’s 
efforts to restore tribal 
lands suffer a setback 


In Tnpur.i, ihi.' mling 
Lelt Front's commit- 
RVnt for land rcfiums 
and rcstoniiion of tri¬ 
bal lands has sullcrcd 
j scihock when tk 
Union home ministry 
directed the stole 
govemment to "resha¬ 
pe and resirvcmre" the Sixth Amend¬ 
ment Bill, 1994. of the Tripura Land 
Revenue and Land Refurms Act. The 
Act was passed in the state Assembly 
laM year. 

After tk Bill was passed in tk 
Assembly, it was sent up lor prexideniial 
assent. But the Union home ministry, 
after examining the Bill, has now advi¬ 
sed Ik Slate government lo reshape and 
rotrueture it to avoid any communal 
repercussion. 

The Union home ministry has raised 
i|uiie a few points, especially regarding 
penal actions which are to he token ago) n * 
St non-ljibals in case they occupied tri¬ 
bal lands. When asked, the state land 
and revenue minister Samar C'hiiiidhuri 
ex^ssed surprise over the suuid taken 
by the central govern mem. 

He revealed that the penal procedures 
were formulated as per (he suggestions 
given by the central government. Also, 
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NEWS 


In-house squabbles 


The Murder of two businessmen brings info the open 
the cracks in the state Congress 


THY AGAIN: chief mimsier 
Oasororh Drh 

ihe Bill w»s iniUully passed m the 
Assemhly during (he vnrwhile 
CongresvTriporu Upajaii Juha Hamiu 
(TUiS) regime. But ccmral govemmeni 
had Ihen turned ii ckiviin. Nuying ihai the 
penal measures wciv not nu I relent 

The )iiKe govcmmeni will now have 
to pi ace (he B i 11 in (he Hixir of ihe A$^m- 
bly again if it ha^ to get the prvsideniial 
assent Chaudhun alleged that ihe land 
reform process ni the slate was being 
delayed only because i)f Ihc centr^ 
government. 

And now. Opposition panics, notably 
ihe Congress, have come down heavily 
on (he Bill, claiming that it is against dv 
"right U) equality". Aect^ing lo Samir 
Ranjan Burman. leader of iIk Opposi* 
lion, thousands of non-tribal$. many of 
whom belong to the scheduled easics 
and other backward communities, 
would become homeless 

In its (hree^day conference held in the 
second week of February, the Tribal Stu* 
dent Federation (TSF) — the militant 
students* wing of the TUJS has 
resolved to launch a slate-wide move¬ 
ment to deport foreign nationals. A TSF 
sp<4:csman said (hat the outfit along 
with the AASL), (he AMSU. (he KSU 
and other nationalist student organisa¬ 
tions of the north-east, has set up ihe 
North-cast Student Federation in Octo¬ 
ber, 1994. 

ft seems that tribal issues, deportation 
of aliens and restoration of tribal lands 
would feature in the manifestos of politi¬ 
cal panies during the election to the Tri¬ 
pura Tribal Areas Autonomous Distrki 
Council which is slated for June. 1995. * 


Tlv scene of commu¬ 
nal violence in Assam 
is slowly shifting lo 
the north. After the 
Bodo-dominaied dis- 
trkis of Kc^jhar. 
Barpeia, Damng and 
Borigaigaon. now jt is 
the dim of the “trail' 
tionally quaet' district of Lakhimpur on 
the north bank of Ihe Brahmaputra. 

With the recent murder of iwo busi¬ 
nessmen m North Lakhimpur. the sim¬ 
mering disquiet has finally boiled over. 
The b^ics of Indrajit Sin^ and Oeepuk 
Agarwal were r ecovered on S Ft^ruary 
which was followed by the arrest of 
Nurul Haque Choudhury. Ihe general 
sccrettfy of the All Assam Minoriiies 
Siiidems Unioo (AAMSU, ioedar fac¬ 
tion) along with thne of his men. 
Since then. Kosion has taken ov^ the 
sleepy town. 

Vi^le Agarwal was bdnapped on IS 
October. 1994. Singh wa5 abducted oo 
31 January this year. Both were active 
members of the Bharaiiya Janata Party 
(BJP> and were aasodaied with the 
Hindu Yuva Chhaira Parishad (HYCP). 
Their bodies were recovered when two 
personal securiiy ofTtcers (PSO) of 
Nurul H«)ue ChMdhury confessed. 

Two odwf men arrested in connection 
with the killings died in police custody. 
The police claimed that they were beat¬ 
en todetfh by the public when the two tri¬ 
ed to escape. On the baus of confessions 
by the PSOs, Choufftiury was arrested 
on B February. Five days later, a bortdh 
was organised in Lakhimpur and the 
Mljotning [Nwnuji district. 

But the killings have been given a poti- 
deal (wist. Bolin Kuli. Congress MP 
from LNchimpui and the Pradesh Con¬ 
gress Committee (PCC) general secreta¬ 
ry. is going all out againsi Rashidul 
Haiiue. his colleague and the minister of 
state for agro and food proca$«ng 
industries, trying to bring in the commu¬ 
nal angle into the incident. 

Chnidhury's invcgvemeni in the kill¬ 
ings have aroused communal passions 
in the area. The AAMSU genenl secreu- 
jy, it seems, already has a tainted image 
The nuDOfities* group in the Lakhimpur 


unit of the AAMSU has often raised the 
demand fca* his ouster. Bui Haque. 
reportedly, has been propping up Chou- 
(fliury, who, according to party Insiden, 
is a known troublemaker. 

Incidentally, Kuli has described 
Haque as “a pasimaster of (be politics of 
communal ism". Haque was also accus¬ 
ed of fanning communal ten.tion which 
resulted in the Hojai massacre of the Hin • 
dus in the wake of the demolition of the 
Bahri Masjid in Ayodhyu. 

Ku Ii wait on lo say i hat Haque lus vio¬ 
lated a minister's code of conduct as 
well as party discipline. He demanded 
dial Haque Iw divested of his minihtenal 



NOTTDO niASEDt chie/minister 
HUesworSaikia 

powers. Haque, on the other hand, has 
described Kuli as “a doormat MP. set lo 
lose his seat." 

Chief minister Hitrswar Saikia was 
not happy witfi the open bickerings in 
the state Congress He has brushed aside 
Haque-Kuli clashes as '‘iniemal mauers 
of the party*. The detractors of CM. 
however, are sceptical about the state 
govemmeni taking any action. 

Or^wsition parties like the Assam 
Gena Pahah«i (AGP) and the BJP have 
accused the slate government of playing 
into the hands of communal forces. 
With the elections drawing riear, the 
state Congress can hardly afford internal 
fighK, especially the uoes involving 
communal overtones. • 


.VMr«w^ 









I ndia, which occupiei only about iwo 
per cent of the earth's total land 
mas», is home to as much as 6.67 per 
cent of aJI known animal species on the 
pJanet. The IncUan fauna includes more 
than 81,000 species in all. Surely, a fasci* 
tvaiing diversity. 

But consiijer ihi!»: of 
the 375 mammal species 
found in the country, 77 
are facing the danger of 
extinction. So are 55 spe* 
cies of birds, 20 specks 
of reptiles, one amphibi* 
an specks and a hwi uf 
insects and other invcnc* 
brates. The scenario is 
alarming. 

However, raising an 


save these creatures. 
What is needed is a systc* 
malic 5nudy of their pre¬ 
sent status, the fKlors 
which arc threatening 
them and the measures 
that can protect them. 
And the Red /)uui Book 
On Indian Animals, publi* 
shed recently by the Zoo* 


Red alert 


The ZSI prepares a crucial list of the country's endangered species 


The first volume of the hook, which is 
available tt present, deals with vertebra* 
ie». except fish. It reveals that more spe* 
cies of wildlife are now under threat than 
those scheduled at the time of passing 
(he Indiai Wildlife (Protect) Act. 


i logical Survey of India (ZSI). is a step in 

'(hat direction 

Although (he International Union lor 
Conservation of Nature has already 
brought out Red Data Books (RDB) for 
other paru of the woHd. this is the first 
such document itn India, according to 
Dr A.shis Ghosh, director. ZSI. Thus, it 
will help to fill up a viul information 
gap on the country' % fau na. 


tile Himalaydfi Red 
PuxUftivdtbe 
Gmler Whistling 
Tet](M) are some trf 
the rare specks facing 
tbedangen:^ 
edmetiofl in the 
lodian animaJ 
kingdotn 


1972. 'ihc RDB features 75 specks of 
majnrn:ik. 44 ^>ecie5 of birds,ai^ 1Q rep 
tile species under Schedu le I arxl two spe¬ 
cks of mammals and one amphibian spe¬ 
cies belonging to Schedule 11. In addi¬ 
tion to these. II specks of birds and one 
reptile are newcomers in the 'endange¬ 
red* list. 

Besides the RDB. the ZSI has also 
urHlcrtaken a project entitled 'Status Sur¬ 


vey of Endangered Species', to study 
each variety of the threatened animals In 
detail. Three such studies have been 
completed; on the golden langur, the 
Phaiyre's leaf monkey and the hispid 
hare. 

In India, the golden 
langur can now he seen 
only in small numbers in 
two areas of Assam along 
the Bhutan border. Then 
main fTOhlem is finding a 
place to live since the sub- 
Hi malay an I'orcsitare get¬ 
ting thinner day by day. 

The leaf monkey is 
found in Tnpurn and 
Assam's Cachu disiricl. 
It lives in evergreen sal 
and bamboo forests, 
moves around in groups 
and feeds on leaves of 
^ various plants. 

^ Bui 'modified land use 
pattern'' and "disruptuMi 
u of pathways", ^uys the 
X report, aa* Ibrcing these 
i p^ior animals to starve. A 
\ silver lining, however, is 
* (hat some clToris arc 
being mode for their pa'scrvotioti in 
Tripura. 

The hispid hare, which ciHild or>ce he 
noticed in the Himalayan foothills from 
Lakhimpur-Kheri in Uttar Pradesh 
through Nepal to Assam, is now cxmll- 
ned to the Manas sanctuary in As.sani 
and iu adjoining areas. 

"It is ohserv^ that the population of 
the specks has drastically declined in 
recent ycar^ a\ a result of Iocs of [al I gnis - 
sland habitat.” notes the report. In all 
these cases, it is man's indiscriminate 
activities that arc responsible fur the 
destruction of habitat. 

The ZSI has recommended several 
measures for the conservation of these 
species, including the restoration ofhabi- 
cat. banning their killing and trade, cap¬ 
tive breeding and periodic monitoring of 
(heir populations. 

Unkss (be advice is immediately hee¬ 
ded, the Indian animal kingdom may 
soon cease to be a wonder • 









ODDS AND TRENDS 


A iNiman tragedy I Changiiigtlmes 


■ Even 24 years after Indi* 
a's last war with Pakistan, 

7U ] ndl an pri Stoners of 
war are uilJ languishing in 
different Paktstani jails. 
Some of the prisoners, taken 
in during the 1965 war. have 
already completed thr^ 
decades behind the bars in a 
foreign land. There are 700 
others, including women, 
whose fate is unceruun. The 
Indian government had 
taken up ihc matter with its 
Pakistani counterpart, but to 
no avail. 

The Pakistani uuthoriiies 
are demand i ng i he re lease of 
the prisoners of war held in 
India. 1'hey have refused to 
accept the Indian govern* 
mem's Lsserii on that Pakista¬ 
nis have already been repatri* 
Qied. Hence the stalemate. 

Many of these men have 
been hsicd by the Indian 
authorities as '’missing in 
acljon ’. Some arc believed 
lo have died or gone mad. 

And in the middle of the 
claims and counter claims, 
ihe human iragedy goes on. 


S Kver since India decided 
to open up lb economy to the 
world, we have been feebng 
the need to reshape many 
things wc so far had chert- 
shed as sacrosanct. 

And now. our very 
approach to the way we 
work in our offices and facto* 
tits may have to be redefi¬ 
ned. With each passing day. 


the concept of a ninc-io-five 
job and five working days a*i 
week are becoming paste 

Apparently, ihc idea of a 
"pennaneni job* was an arti¬ 
ficial concqn invented in (he 
19th century for (he factories 
which involved denng the 
same work over and over in 
an assembly line. 

In the new scenario, the 
specialist. wh(> moves on 
after cfimpicting a specific 


> AT BIRTH? 


Mia Bb Sa f 0* 4M 



He. Mama 
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i^^k. will be much tn 
oliBand The employer will 
igfctf ideas and 
resik^rl^r than sincerely 
andh^^offc^. 


glib 


I Tamil Nadu is gearing up 
to celebnic chief minister 
JayalaJilha's 47ih birthday 
on 24 February. Her cahi nei 
colleagues and stale AlAD- 
MK functionaries are thin¬ 
king of esoteric ways to ccle- 
hntetheday. 

1*he transport and forest 
minister plans to dig 47 i- 
shaped water tank s l or w lid 
animals to quench their thir¬ 
st Thailhccurvcdlanksmay 
pn>vc to be death traps for 
elephants has hardly deter¬ 
red the mir. sicr Hoi the ciiy, 
the minister said that 47 
young women will be given 
licsmcc i<» operate n^otor 
cycles as taxis. They will 
take pi«1ion*nders on 
payment of fixed fares. The 
loresi department has develo¬ 
ped a high-yield mg specie!) 
of tamarind irec named afiei 
the CM. « 


Q 


NEW DELHI: Notorioua - 

Swamy Sadachari. preaentty I 

lodged in Tihar Jail, has been j\ 

bopping in and out of the Jail on 

the pretext of attendhig court f—y 

cases, and that loo with official ^ 

The fact came to Ujhl when 
ttntrisi Vinoda Nind Jha. a.k.a. • , - ' 

Swamy Sadach». was biwgiu 
to the Delhi High Court on 30 
January under police escort 
even when ixmerfhiscas» was 
pending before the High Court, , 

But the Swami refused to go 
back. He convinced his eacoit to &[ 

uke him to the High Cornt \ /iFj 
mgi^ ® 1 

Jusiiee’s court. 

Whan Ihe iruner caroe up. the stunned judges asked the 
jail auihorities to explain how the man had been bfoufbJ to 
the Coun when no ease agaMu him wai h 4ed (hen. 

P.S- Shaima. standing counsel for the dty government 


infonoed Ihe Court that the Jail luthoritie!: had ahowed 
Sadachvi to com out on the written orders of Mama Seh- 
gal. memba-secreiary of the Delhi Legal Aid md Advice 
Board. Thejudges ha^ served notice on Mn Sehgal. direc¬ 
ting her to give • repret on how many times Sadachari had 
bm produced in the Court and foho^ng whoee orders— 
The Ttmei qf India (Kaushik Baau. New Delhi). 


BOMBAY: Syed Bukhar. a Bahujan Sai^ Futy Candida- 
le from Khetawadi. confounded the pdice when he hired 
an tttphaat pdastcred posters all over its body, imtalkd a 
raktopbooe on tiie animaJ and proceeded to campaign. 

As die decoitted animal made ka way ihrou^ the nar¬ 
row lanes, some local policemen md election officials 
rtished to book ttbumth^ thought would probably be die 
first candidaie is Bomb^ to viottte the Ckction Coinniis- 

aioa (EC) code of coedDCL 

But Bukhar said d»t die pohee »d the EC should have 
DO objection tinea be was not defKtegany public or priva¬ 
te property. 'hMdwrtbeekphanimrCbemttiKw/hascom- 
plained aguasi the poscers”. he retorted — The Times of 
India (Sudeshoa Roy. Bombay). 
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KUSUMeHANDARi 
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ARIES 


121 Miifth'jOApnlt 

A rrangejnents coAceming 
rinancial agreements 
should be worked out with 
great care. You ma> be 
/eeling a litiJe under the 
weather bu I there is m> need 
to pan ic. Any journey 
undertaken will he pleasani. 
Businessmen and 
pnifcs'«i(>nals might he in for 
an unfavourable period. 
Komunce should be avoided. 

TAURUS 


I t ^ I A/«il 

A void getting inve^s ed in 
quarrels inclose 
relationships. Power 
Struggles and head-on 
confrontations will only lead 
to further convict and 
unhappiness. Influential 
people may he inhibited if 
they are surrounded by a 
group. It is when they are 
alone that they can he 
generous and cooperative. 

GEMINI 


i2/Mj>20Junrl 

T ime spent alone with 
romantic partners can 
help to strengthen the ties of 
affection. Let loved emes 
know just now much you 
I care for them. It'sa 
favourable time for going 
along with the plans and 
ideas of family members, 
“ntey may have .some 
exciting ideas in mind. 
Friends could he a liability. 

CANCER 


l2IJmir2ffJul>f 

P lans can take root in 
spile oftippciMiion. 

Your authority and 
repuiaiion might be on the 
increase. This can bring both 
gains and losses. If people 
think you can handle greater 
respon.tibilitics, they are 
likely lo load more and more 
on your shoulders. 



(2/M\>20Ay/tm$i 

Y our c xpeculions 
regarding business 
affairs are likely lo be 
disturbed by unusual 
circumstances. There may 
he need for a change of 
direction. Futurisiic ideas 
and schemes are likely to get 
thwarted by people who 
matter. Bui it may be worth 
gently sowing the seeds of 
forward-looking projects. 


i2i 5fp*m/»ef 20(>cu'^ri 

D cm'l allow curiosiiy lo 
gel the better you. 
Useful preparations for 
business or occupational 
affairs can be rrs^. It's a 
firte lime for H nal I sing 
proposals for presentation to 
inBueniial pe^c. A little 
sccluMon will help you lo get 
your ihoughis in ur^ and 
make plans for Ihe future. 



VIRGO 


t2l AygyM-2t) St'ptrmbfrI 

I n vcsi igati vc <^ralioftN 
should he carried init with 
great care. Respect ihc 
privacy of others. Let mates 
and spouses nuke up ihcir 
own minds and do things in 
their own w ay. The 
responsibility of hulking 
things together rests largely 
on your shoulders. 


SCORPIO 


t2J<*tfi^i 20 Ntnrmtvii 

A nswers to long-standing 
rhidlcs can be fiHind. 

But people may dclihemiely 
weave a web of confusion 
around you to slow you 
down or put you off the 
irack Be very discerning if 
you are U> continue on the 
Kght course. Keep on the 
righl side of the law . 


121 Nnvfmber- 20 Ofcfmhfrf 

T emptations to get 
involved in financial or 
busincKs dealings can lead to 
unfavourable consequences. 
Try cultivating better 
relations with peopde who, 
though they occupy 
unobstnisive positions, 
real I y bold Ihe reins of 
power You may be in 
trouble if you go sntKiping in 
places. 

CAPRICORN 


i2l O*ri‘mhrf-20Jii»u<ff^> 

^^'oplc in key positions 
cun be 

sticks-m-lhc-mud. There'* 
nut much chance of getting 
new and exciting proposals 
past them now, although 
they might find your ideMS 
and projects viable. The 
expenence and resources of 
influenlial people cun prove 
invaluable if you are trying 
to get new schemes started. 

AQUARIUS 


< 21 Junmn • ’U I 

Y OU .should encourage 
business partners lo take 
a mixe creative part in 
current operations. Their 
sense of liming can lead to 
successful results. There 
may be a need lo listen more 
closely to the suggestions of 
loved ones. You may be 
acUng less sympathetically 
than the situation requires. 


PISCES 


fft>fy4/'\~20Murtht 


A ctivities shared with 
group members can be 
fun bu 1 the costs i n volved 
may take the smile off your 
face. With gentle 
perwasion. stubborn people 
can be won around to your 
way of thinking. Lover's 
quurrels can be patched up if 
you take the initiative. • 
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RANDOM NOTES 


OlieMwtio 
cAiiM to luiich? 

s 

■ H« Inip' )itv6 been » 

hero on the screen, but 
the BJP seerM (o be treehog 
him more like an unwanted 
Pim. tbe party ignored 
Shitrughuk "Sakt when it 
wa&ha^ingoui party poRs 
—> his luune did not even 
come for (he scale 
leadership. 

But ttial didn't stop Sinha 



Bhatw^m Mw: i 
hy the BJP 

fn>m campaigning for the 
puny Until recently, when 
on hiK way to a BJP*Shiv 
Schu rally. Sinha happened 
u> glance ai a BJP party 
poster. And di»cuvered that 
where even 'inbignificaots* 
got credit, his own name had 
been lefl out. Enraged, the 
fj I malar •turned ‘politician 
turned around, a^ went 
back home. 

Later, when Bal l*hacke* 
ray a^ked him why he hadn't 
attended the rally. Sinha 
chose to cry on (he should^ 
of dte Shiv Sena supremo. 
Not one (o miss a trick. 
Thackeray nodded gravdy 
and poinied out that the BJP 
leaders had always been like 
that toward:! Sinha. 'You 
see, tbe BJP leaders do not 
warn you to come up.' 
Thackeray tedd Sinha. 

And ShihB agreed. Aaitii. 
his fupporiers had been 
denied lidGea in Bihar. So 
Sinha decided not lo cam* 


HEARD IN PATNA 

iM'BllMblllbOf 
BUmt. Tiurt'a why m 
much dafh n a a a hf. 

ASAMATAPARTY MP 


f 



paign for the party anymore. 
He now only campaigns for 
friends like Jaspal Singh in 
Btroda. Anempn> made 
BJP stilwartk like L.K. 
Advani, M. M. J(»bhi and Ash* 
wim Kumar have all been 
rebuffed. 

Sinha is now «een lun* 
chlng with Congfc>s Icadcrv 


J«Haa 


Not ail followers of 
N.D. Tiwan am 
ha^y with him these days. 

llw reason is noi too ftf to 
find: Tiwari had recently 
lecommended Professor 
Sher Singh's (fornvr 
minister of state for defence) 


West Bengal a* nen industrial policy: 
H‘hat the Left Front partners feel 

■ CPh M): West Bengal's new ¥4 hbe>« Rdustnai 

K ey IS prvnanly ttw braiAchij 9l chief nnnhter Jyoil 
u TiKCPlfMi.theieadeioftheleftPfonialUanceinthe 
state. IS H lor rapid mdusthekaction wKhttie help of 
pnrate and tortign capital, the party's trade union hont is 
apprehensive But Beau hassucceeded in carrying the 
mijOrTtywilfthlm. 


■ CPt The Comnuirast Parly of inda is largety m favour 
ol the new pokey. But it has sounded a note of caution from 
tkne to time about moving too fast and iaopardieing 
workers’ interests 


■ The RevolutlonerySoualftt Party has been 
cntcal of the new policy all tvough. In j rei^ article 
puOfishedfn the state ^nyofoan, GanaOariAtheflSPhas 
srorpiy atocked the govemmeil for stnylOQ from the Left 
front's principles. The RSP leadership stys that the 
CPI{M) pushed the new policy on the govemneiR without 
debating k within the Lett front 
The party has promised lo remain true to 
Uanost-Uninwl prin ci ples and oppose the new pokey 
withoul severing As Has with the Left Front 


■ FBOwart Bite: The party lends QuelM support to 
the policy. II reaKaes tM the state must open up to 
taciBIRe KKlustriR retuvonation biA ineisB thfltlM poH^ 
must be Wered to sun local needs . In other word s , ft 
wants pratechon for indigenous industrwe end rapid 
employnient generRIon 


■ SaMlwBtf PBrty: A small but articuMipinner 

gf the tan Front, the Samajwadi Perty ($P}» backttQ the 

S Uiy. TM SP. which evoM m Weal BengB ittr I 
the Oemocmic Sootfat Party. hBialMio M 

o.M.iiAe. 


^iSf^or governorship 
^^Tnj^Jws not gone down 
%fi^\ UP Coiigrcs- 

smB^v^hOT^l chenied siiKe 


Tiwi?f chmc ml^connnend 
a Jet from wlwn ho 

could well have picked up 
one of the Cuiigresscncn 
from UP. 


M«ra Laloo 
fMluwn 

Bihar politic*^ iv mu 
juxt a kw of fCuJing 
between ihe lines— - the wri¬ 
ting is now on ihc linr^ and 
m Ihe classrooms of the 
state. TTk slate govern 
mem rccemly intrmluLVd a 
new hook in the syllabus of 
schools in Bihar Nothing 
wrong with ihui iipwi I'roni 
the fact that ihis one inclu- 



Vwkwreom# 


ded a chapicr on the Janata 
Dal — how It was such a 
mahaan pany — and ano* 
Iher ooe on the rruthaan 
Laloo Yadav himself, which 
had iJl the school kid« lap¬ 
ping up details of Laloo's 
fight for social justice, iiecv* 
lartsm artd equality fir ail 
Not suiprisiogly, the eumi- 
nation questions dealt with 
essays on Laloo Yadav and 
achievements of the Janata 
government m Bihar. 

This auempl to s^tougc 
the school Ryllahusi come 
after the Patna Universiry 
Slopped the govcmmcni 
ffdrt introducing a hook 
which carried Laloo’s ^fi* 
Je iftio the syllabua. But it 
tikes more thars thai (o leach 
(he chief irimsitr a lesson. • 



SWtMTMrMfMy 44ttflMW', 
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Watth^fora 
date : 

■ MlRgllt MOODt* 

sinfhe. Sri Lanki's 
vnbasudor-deu|OMe to 
tAdift, is i trouts mtn 
loday. 

He WM accrtdited more 
(h&A a month ago but it am 
getting an opportunHy to pre¬ 
sent hi<: credentiiils to che Pt^ 
sideni, Shankar Dtyal 
Shamta. 

The ^ocedure is thu the 
foreign offke gives a set of 
three dates to the PreaUem's 
secretariat. Fnmi which one 
is chosen ticcording to ihc 
President's convenience. 


His appointments are usuri* 
ty tiMd a month in advarice. 
Btit CO far. no dates have 
been given despite preswre 
from iit Sri LjAkeos. 

Now diey ’ re adopting ano¬ 
ther tactic. Sri Ljrda's 
dent Chandrika KunMn* 
lunga. H doe on a MR virit 
here in the fuat weds <4 
March. She wiU take over m 
(He new SAARC duUper* 
son, But without an mbas* 
saduT »Ik wuo'I be able co 

visit So, her office is mw 
urging the Indian foceigo 
office to speed up the pa- 
ding matter. 

However, for lorae iMt* 
pUcable imon, the «laiHor> 
of external iMn jnt Hh't 
moving. \ 


HEARD IN CENTRAL HALL 

f v«rytlns« S^BXliavM opMW Ms 
MOMtfi, Ri4««h Pitot laUi# 

A COMGflESS MP ON CHAVAN'S LATf $T 
GAFFE ALiEGING THE AMERICAN HAND IN 
CREATING TENSION I H JAMMU AND KASH Ml R 
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Starw 


The IAS Officen 
Wive«' AcsociMion 
has CO far been known loctri- 
ket mo^ for the poor. Fur 
the victi ms of the Latur canh • 
quake, it gave toout Rs 
25,000 in donations to the 
Maharishtra government. 
However, taiely It has taken 
to organising lectures, and 
oiM of these is causing 
trouble now. 

1V association decided 
00 a lecture on astrotogy. 
And guess who has ban 


invited as the chief guesi? 
Who else, but Ti^..Seshan. 

It was all right until the hus¬ 
bands got to know and then 
there was an uproar. Soon, 
the maner was i^en up with 
the lAS Officers' Associa¬ 
tion. It has objected to the 
invitation given to Seshan. 

A majority of the JA5 ofTi- 
cers have been against the 
chief election commissioner 
ever si nee he described them 
as "caJI girir. Apparently. 
Soshifl had asked fer action 
against some of them for 
^ying off from election 


CHECK-LIST 


Party positions on TADA 

B C«ii^«Mf Ip Coeiused. Shared Pawar and Baant 
Smgh ari tor fl, oni saetton ot Ow party, cMehy among 
(ham Muslim mMfiari and MPa and lAirti Om, are 
against (he TwTorlst and OerupOva ActMtiR fPrsvffrtion) 
Ad(TAOA)indwv(fttobsacrappad. NaraaimhaRMii 
atvaranfly loofcirig intothe minaf. but aaams to pralar 
amandlno R rrm dbnoMui prtwiaiont. WlWa lha 
MuMna, against «hom It ii mliuaal resent this 
anMgutty. 


■ iJP: L.K. AdM'i posnoA k iMt TADA hnl I 
c o wmuhk Mahu(wriQlitskaua.CklmttiftTAOA 
VM RpilR aRM to actnM in Goira. ttat hit 

ppty the fiat k holda coMaranct agjtinst IL Now, 


to A Mbraovsf. Isnl foiMnead Rout M Rtant of Its 
miauR agaMattha Uuilnis. 


■ MvSbm SwprMnply.driThadcariykRalnst 
TADA but no, ootART outM atM Muawnt 01 lockad 
up 0 random. Ha obketa to Its uM against women and 
efidran. No ona ml^ OR ha took thk slgnes just bafora 
Otalta to f Rh t iAa ainiOlyR rt k ni 



duty aod tbecattnet MoyU- 
hat intervened.' That had led 
lotheiUDe-coBlog. 

Kow offlcea tbav the 
wives of *^11 wha¬ 
tever (hat amounts to. can't 
very wdl invite lum. 



I_ 

TJI. 


InShoRMRor 


But the only problem is 
that Seshan has accepted ihe 
invitation. And (he lecture is 
slated for the first week of 
March. 


Unr»st at the EC 

More oa Seshan. We 
all know thai he is 
opposed to the two eleoion 
commissioners — 0 V.G 
Krishnamuithy and M.S. 
Gill that the govemmeat 
had af^oinied. At present a 
case is on in the Supreme 
Court against these appoint¬ 
ments. And privaidy, too, 
Sesbao has been shying 
them down. 

One »ch insuace came 
up last week. Krishnamurthy 
wanted a rest-room to be 
actRked to his Election Com- 
misston office chamber. The 
file «M sent to Seshan. 
Appmdy, Seshan made an 

Improo^n) drawing of an 
easy diair on the ^ itself 
with a short scrawl beneath 
taytog (h0 Ibis would do. 

BhRtloa Commission offi- 
cars were anoRd by tUs, 
bui Krishnamurthy' i respon- 
Misn'tkDown. • 


•Mi*** f *« 0 « MWi I m 













Bnuhl riiUirc 


As India's fururc unfokk, the demand fbc KfecomxinkabOA aAd<t>fl^u(iAg is gfowviK Aeaddy 
And, AT&T IS w«>rkifl}{ closely wvh koJ panneis cd map ou( dw lutHm’s cnnununicition needs. 

ATATs wide nnfte ot lechnulogy will help cpnnoct ihe nabon wiih a world^Hau 
ickxommurucMom nciwgHi One dui vnll hiel (he Kruwch gf Tnda's Musrv ^ ocnoomy 
1( wdl allow for (he easy How of cunutamicatiDns hawee n indfVKkials, buMACsses and tiutkeu 
in India and abniad. 

h*$ all pajt ol ATAr$ I'ummKmenc er> help impraw triecommuniotkias ihruughour Inda 
and anmnd (hr world After all. with over 100 ycar^ openence and the unparalleled achieve* 
mencs d ATAT Hdl Laburatcries. we are (he only aimpaoy dnt d&igna. huikh and operates 
complete, sCaie-oMhe-art cofiHminicaboRs networks wcddwide 

Oir bi»li«ss is complex, hue our visfao e simple ^ want to help hnng pecpie together, 
across India and around the world. Anytime, anywhere 


rw-* VI II W«i5 

NrrwotK sveTTMS • wuinjaroi* riowtCTs aw su(vic» • cuMwi iMPoauArv* Hiuirn)» • ccwMUNK A'rTOhrs SExyKi''* 











































0INERS 

CLUB. 

On fvelitiii ai honiv 
annoul the world. 


i 



WfkBfW \u tbe nf Dwrs (Ivb. M rite Iv K Sn 4U7. \iv U R>. Us^ m HI 


When you look ai ihc way wcVe been 
al your service around ihe world 
(DitKrs Club was ihe very lirsi 
iniemalional Curd), 
you'll llnd that rir^xly uiidersiaiKis 
rhe special demands 
or^inicmaKonal traveller 
like Diners Club. 

And you cun be sure of 
enjoying exclusive pnvileges. 
preleretiuul ireaimeiu 
and international standards 
of service,wherever you go. 

It's the Diners Club wav 
of making you feci special,., 
Aam t you glad 
you belong to the Club? 


IhnersClub' 

* 

litiiit/NrfkM 

•MKIT IfMIV ,( 

- ^*4 asr U ^ M/i** . 





Diners Club 

~Jk4 ^ 


C/ 7 /fi 4 A/<€ 



Deadly water 

The spread of arsenic 
contamination in West 
Bengal worries 
international experts. 
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Change in 
scenario 

The Indian 
entertainment 
industry is fast 
acquiring a corporate 
image 


FASHION 

All the 

world's a ramp 

Indian designers come 
to the notice of 
international fashion 
circles 
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Fal« e rtart 

A pntpo^ ihc cover story A 
vruilf heginning (19 — 
25 Hchnjary)i it has rightly 
been poini^ out (hut all thui 
Ruo'.s move to rearrange his 
Ctbinei amounts to is a <Jcs* 
pcratebirl to buy time. 

• Rm knows fg 11 well that 
his anO his puny’s chances of 
furing well in the funheo' 
ming Assembly elect ions arc 
very slim. 1'he people are not 
in any mood locmenain glib 
polidcians who make u lot of 
empty promises and then, as 
the ree^ shows, con* 
sisienily fail to deliver them. 
The m uch* i (wted cconom ic 
libera I isatinn programme 
has not gone down loo well 
with the masses either, and 
Rao wt 11 have a lot of e x plai- 
ningtodoonihis front. 

The Prime Minister's men 
may be optimistic about the 
resuli.s of the forthcoming 
elections, but this seems to 



he an attitude bom out of a 
disntai failure to re^ the wn* 
(i ng on the wall. Rao's pany 
might win in Maharashtra, 
and even Oris&a, but that will 
hardly i mprove the overal 1 
Nituaiiun. 

Given this scsmario. it 
seems ineviiaMe that Sharad 
Paw or will fast emerge as an 
dJtcmate power centre 
within the Congresv Nara 
simha Hoo would do well to 
recognise this fact and act 
accsuilingly Hemallyhas 
nojushficfliion for holding 
on to I wo key pthts — ii is 
for the sake of h i s own stan* 
dmg within the pony that he 
should give up the post of 
pony president to Pawa/. 

Will Rao, for once, act in 

lime’’ 

AItmA MaTv/ya. Mew OMM 

■ ThcproUks of the 
various ministers in your 
cover story was very well* 
wniivn The in'depth 
analyscsof the politkal aspi* 
rations and personalities of 
Buta Stngh and Madhavruo 
.Scindta, among others, was 
interesting. . 

Narasimha Rao has a 
vested micrevi in almost all 
the mini'itcrs that he has 
included in his present Cabi* 
nei. One hopes that (he CaN- 
nei reshuffle will help the 
ciMntry to pnnpcr. especial* 
ly now that India has opened 
up after (he GATT treaty. 

But Narasimha Rao took a 


NwMhnlM Itoo wWi Ml M V CnMMt: will Ma hKh hoM? 


wrong step in neglecting the 
miixvity community in ilv 
country and not including 
any Muslims in the Cabinet. 
It is their support that the 
Congress really needs now if 
it is to stay in power. Kor a 
man who has been in politics 
for so long, one would have 
expected him to make a 
wiser decision. But since he 
■jnd his party men seem so 
confident that they will ulti* 
mutely win the elections, 
mayhe he knew what he was 
doing. 

And. as you have nghily 
piNnted out. Kao ha.s been 
extraordinanly lucky in his 
political career so far and I 
am sure his luck will htdd for 
sometime more. 

dayanree Gupra. AwnPey 
fWiarMAcre) 


Not beWtt lng_ 

W c appreciated your car¬ 
rying the story on the 
Osho Misfit Awards 
iS/uHlighl. 12 — 18 Febma* 
ry), Ifowcvcr. the way you 
have presenk'd the news 
shows that you have com* 
pletely missed ihep^>iot. 

Our press release of 
January. I99S. was meant (u 
give information on the 
annual Odvo Misfit Aw';inJ\ 
presented to those men and 
women who "carry the torch 
i>r frccduni and cim* 
sciouMKSS*. The award aims 






OabodhMA IntumMloMif: 
Mieli mlMinrtnretoed 
puopMI 

«i( highlighting the qualities 
o( UHiragc and tnlegniy — if 
yi>u ilHiught that was funny, 
(hen I am ufioid you were 
c^Hiiplclely olf the mark. 

May I also point out that 
(Hir fun and humour is never 
"at (he expense of «Hlk:rs": 
rather, it is in*e.\|)ensive. nor 
is VMjr laughter "mispiueed’. 
it is always in place. 

You havs* missed mcniio* 
(ling the name ol the lonner 
US surgeon‘general, JtKC* 
lyn Elders, for her bold 
attempts l<i introduce 
realistic puiicics to deal with 
Amenean teenage issues. 

incidentally, do you really 
think MothcrTcrcsa should 
n«)i he criticised because she 
isa' fraildouking, little, old 
lady"? 

Sw$mi Safyt ^adlaftr. OaAo 
k>t9msiton§/. Pun 0 
fMaharaaMriJ 


The new inferno 

T his refers to the article by 
^andhya Mendonca 
which hus hroughl to light a 
majftr racket involving the 
theft of kidneys from inno¬ 
cent people in Bangalore hos' 
pitals (IVari Ji v<mriii<fwv, 
12—IH February I 
li IS indeed sod that our 
hospitals, which xhuuld be 
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pluics which lake care itl out 
illnesses, huve now hcciHnc 
(he ^ircjs which were in Dan* 
(e*s mind wlK^n he wrolc, 
'AKindon h>pc, all yccnier 
here." 

The Hiiri^^dhire fhiIk'C. 
however, deserve vredi I for 
being able lo unearth Ihis 
ghiisUy conspiracy I hat (us 
been going on h>r (he Iasi 
few years, t do hope (hat Mr 
Snnivasalit. ihc present poli¬ 
ce ctniuniss inner of Bangalo* 
re, a nd his team carries on 
I he g(HHi work in trying lo 
cImpose such rackets and 
bringing the guiliy li> hook, 

Mos(ofihc people who 
were ciiploUed in the kidney 
racket were poor 1 11 i teraie v il- 
lagers wtxi. sadly enough, 
didn't even know what was 
happening lo (hem. It is time 
A vtetim of tiM raclwt In 


oeothoMaitHtofool 



thirt. like our property and 
life. <iur organs aa' also pro< 
(ccied against uftscmpulous 
thteves. 

Ilk! article makes me won¬ 
der whether we are living in 
acivili *v(l socicly or in a law* 
less jungle. 

Dr. U.S. lyor, Sangafera 
fffamattkaj 

Thettuffof 

legend 

I can'I cungratulaic yini 
enough for carrying the 
picf'C An M ior ami a 
/irmlfmMliZ— IK 
February) 

It was a rare (real i nde^sJ %o 
read of some of the crtknirful 


ihink I edVW. wiihnul exag 
g^alion, Ihaf^Mbok Kumar 
kepi nte spellbdtsAd. His 
natural style of acting wag 
I ike a breath of fresh air 
omoogiu the 1arger-ihan*lifc 
rendi lii ms of mosi of h i s 
contanptHaries. 

What increased my res¬ 
pect fur the great Thespian 
was (he diy.'Ovcry that even 
at this ripe old age. when 
nutst fkmple would he con* 
lent M rest on their laureU. 
he stnves lo learn. His cimii* 
milted endeavour to enrich 
the standards of ac iing in our 
films i s a lek!<tm lor al I aspi • 
nng actors. 

$un« CalcuflafWMr 

AanpiTJ 



and endearing aspects of 
Ashok Kumar, that vibrant 
and legendary figure of Indi¬ 
an cinertu. Perh^ a cover 
fealune would have been a 
tnon n tting tribute lo ihi s 
towering personality, but 
nevertheless at a lime when 
most of the media arc fixus- 
sing serfely on the new crop 
of actors and actresses, it 
was a commendable move 
on your port to lum the spot- 
light once again Oft an actor 
who has greatly enriched the 
ouevre of Indian films. 

I have had the good fmu* 
ne of V iew i ng some of his 
cla&sk perfurmjnccs in 
films like AMui Kunm. 


Oil and diesel 
don't mix 

T his is w ith reference to 
the sloty* on the auto 
giants lock i ng horns over the 
issue of govenimenf subsidy 
on di«cl iSiippery n/tro- 
mer. 29 Jan uary—4 
Februaiy). 

U is important to enjoin 
upon cat manufaciurcfs 
iIk need to fix a three- 
catalytic convertor to control 
emissions from petrol engi¬ 
nes and reduce pollution. 
itkHjgh (his w ill jiK'rcasc (he 
cost of cars To provide 
M'lwndwt to owners of 





AMHng alMlon; which 
aM R ho, dloaol or potrofT 

petrol-run cars, (he price i>l 
pcmil can he reduced arnl 
ihui <il ilicsci and keroseno 
increased m such u way that 
it drscourugCN uJulienition 
of petrol by iiuting the 
l( Iwcr-pfKvd pi I xlucl s w 11 li i I. 

h iccN will find (heir level 
once the subsidy is wiib- 
drawn Oilcmnpjnics, m»w 
rolling in wealth, diould lull 
in step and cut down (heir 
uverticads, if ncix'sMiry, to 
niukc '.he prices ullordubir 
for the ordinary consumer. 
Patfma Wahaad. FartMOatf 
IHsryMM) 


Mental torture 


A pfopsts the cover slory. 

AvI oj (error 
January 4 Tebruarv) 
the unlimited dctcniimi 
ofSanjuyDuit under 
TAD A ha.se kurly protected 
the loopholes in the provi¬ 
sions ol the bruiul Ad. 

It is yet 10 ne proved and 
established beyond doubi 
whether he has committed 
any crime under TAD A for 
which he cun he deckired 
anlTnudoruil. 

But tlie pridonged deten¬ 
tion behind bars will most 
certainly destroy his pcrsiv 
naJiiy and mental set*up. 

I want to ask the guardians 
of the law whether 
they think they will be able 
to return his lost glaiiKmr 
and credibility if he is 
proved not guilty? 

Aab^ Singh Bhttm. Aatna 
S$MbfPunl§6f 













SIGHT AND SOUND 


MPHTf. LIVIH.. SWH, HCMT, V!£!^.E ^ 




• ■ L>aMN'T>€ mcto'nOM 



8 Do not threaten as and 
do not take U5 to be weak. 
We are quite fttrting but we 
do not wi&h to make use of 
our strength. 

FarooqAbduuak. 
Narional Conje/vncf 
Uuder und member oT iht 
Indian deUnaiton to thf 
UN. reacting to a Pidds\an\ 
tkiegou's speech 
accusing India of hutnan 

rights violation in Kashmir 

\ 

■ PraUukaran is i 


number one tororisi. He 
should be made t o pay for 
his cri roes. The LHB is 
now dveateoing Mrs 
Kumaratuoge ai if H is 
God. India cannot retnun 
silent any longer. 

SUBIWWLttt SWAMY. 
Janata Party president, 
urging the government to 
get she UN to declare the 
LTTE a terrorist outfit 

■ We have an 
inexhaustible reserve bank 
of people’s love. Other's 
ba^ became bankrupt 
long ago. 

Lauk) Pra&M) Yadav. 
Bihar chief minister, 
reacting to the 
Opposition claim that his 
party wiU lose in the 
forthcoming AssenMy 
elections 

■ Tlttar .ytfMukdbe / 
called In to monitor the 
elections. Afm<and'fair 


poll cannot he ensured 
otherwise. 

jACAKNA'ni MiSHM. Bihar 
Congrtssit) leader, on she 
forthcoming Assembly 
deefrORS rn ihe state 

■ Mulayam Singh 
Yadav’s casteisi politics is 
like a scorpion, tut the 
venom of the BJP's 
politics of communal ism is 
a greater threat to the 
country. 

Bhajan Lal cAie/rasntsrrr 
of Haryana 

■ ItisGod's gift that made 
me flower fitxn an 
unceiUin youth to whx 1 
am today. 

MoRARfi Dssrajonmr 
Prime Minister, on his 
lOOth birthday 

■ If Oprah Winfrey gets 
12 million people 
w«chiog h^ show, they 
open champagoe hoRJes. 


We get that kind of 
viewership in one city. 

AhttabhBachchan. 
renownedfilm actor on 
the Huge poteniiai for 
television software in the 
country 

■ Only those who are 
lucky fall in love. Those 
wbo am frustrated have 
nothing to do bni gossip 
about others. 

AxatAY KuMAMbn star 
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♦ Whett^er you belong to rural or urtwn India — 
whether you are a successful bu^nessman/ 
professional or a prosperous agriculturist, b>e 
kind of stature you have achieved in your field 
_ does your life ir^urance figure ir^atch up? 

^ Should you not insure the contribution of (he 
key persons to the profitability of your 
enterprise? 

ifovin Shree is a policy with a difference. 


FLAG BEARER OF 
FAMILY SECURtTY 
IN INDIA 


• There is no Upper Mfor Sum Assured. We leave 
it to you to decide. 

• Guaranteed additions § Rs. 75/* per 
R$. Thousand Sum Assured every year. 

B loyalty additions upto 75% of basic Su m Assured 

• Fadlity of receiving policy proceeds in instalmerls. 

jBBvan Shr#B. 

Bbcbusb yMi'rt worth a lot more. 

For further details please contact your Agent or 
nearest Branch Office. 


Ctfe Jnsuronte Corporation of Jnriio 




M0O6/nOM/M<l I C lUS.ENS 


An exclusive 
policy for the 
exclusive 
people. 


Jeevan 

Shree 
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Privatise the airlines 


Whal n it about 
airlines 
that always keeps 
them in the news'* 
Ji can't just be the 
Ruvsi Mody f^ior 
even though, in my 
ckpenence. noth* 
ing that Russi dues 
1 % ever less than 
news wftihy. But, u> be fair lo him. both 
Ai('lrvdia and Indian Airlines were 
headline grabbers long before the new 
chaimun over. 

Indian Airlines, in paflicular. has see¬ 
med pHJticuUrly sUT'CTOwed over the 
Iasi five yeujN, There was the Bangalore 
crash ill I^I. the absurd grounding of 
all A!^2(]s lhat rollowed, the Tina pil<Ms' 
agitation which led to Air Marshal Ram- 
das' resignation: the second sinkc 
which led lo the crash at Paiain, the 
resignaiiofl of Madbavrao Scindia and 
the ouster of the managing director; and 
ihnHigh it all, there have been record los¬ 
ses that refuse to go away. 

Air-lndia has seemed more fonunate 
though it ha.s also fual its share of bad 
luck. There have been the usual pilots' 
strikes; the tendency to keep managing 
direciors hanging (pa/tkuJarly unfair in 
(be case of S.R. Gupie); ai^ ihe all¬ 
round decline in service. In recent 
weeks, ihiee new factors have compoun¬ 
ded ihcse problems. An ag nation by a 
Shiv Sena-controllcd cabin crew union 
has disrupied flight schedules. The 
managing director hits been booled out 
when he waa least expecting it: and now. 
even the profits that have kept Air-lndia 
going over the Iasi five years seem to be 
vanishing. 

T he civil aviation ministry has traditio¬ 
nally taken the line that Air*India is 




plane 


the glamorous earner while Indian Airli¬ 
nes is the bus service. Thus. Air-lndia 
has had the high-profik bosses' Roghu 
Raj. Rajan Jetky and Yt>gi Deve^war. 
for insuncc. Indian Airlines, on the 
other fumd. has usually been IcB to some 
ineffectua] retired air marshal or some 
tool boy who has served 30 years with 
the airline before finally reaching the 
.seniority requited to bevnne managing 
direcior. 

Cou(4ed with (his has been a clearly 
disenminatory altitude towards econo¬ 
mics. Indian Airlines has been made lo 
fly on uneconomical routes io the name 
of national integration. Bui Air*lndia 
has been allowed to restrict capociiy 
even on the triosi profuse sectors so 
that demand always exceeds supply, 
fares can remain high and huge profits 
can be declared, -.for a fuller explana- 
tioa of how Air-India has manipulated 
the bilateral regime, see Iasi week s 
cover story in StJHDAY.i Mneover. (he 
declining value of the rupee has meant 
that Air-india's dotUr earnings have 
always translated into enormous rupee 
profits, further in^roving its image. 

But despite the public perception that 


Atr-Jjidia is the hlgh-Hyer while Indian 
Airlines is ihc cumcl service, events 
over (he hisi year have demunsiratcd ihai 
the reality ikquiic diffcrcni. 

Air-India's high* loud facKirs are a 
consequerve of ilv ability lo limit the 
competition It has potvenied foreign 
carriers from operaiiiig llighis inii of 
India (one notable example is on ilic 
India-Hong Kong routel and has used 
the civil avialion ministry to pcrscvuie 
ary airline that tries to reduce fares. 

Until iwxi years ago. Indian Airlines 
was in a monopoly situation. NjI when 
compeiiium came out of nowvere — 
with ihc open skies policy — it found 
that i t could do I i ale to restnet tb i s com* 
petiiioii. Whereas once (here had been 
five Mights on (he Bombay-Del hi seclor. 
now there were 15. And urilike Air- 
India, it had no bilateral regime to prev¬ 
ent (he private carriers from operating. 

Many ^ if not mosi of us — ihuughi 
lhat Indian Airlines wa.s a goner in this 
new scheme of diings. But. much to eve¬ 
rybody'& surprise, it has laken on the 
competition and even if it hasn't won. it 
has performed creditably. Its load fac¬ 
tors. on the trunk routes, remain high 


Russi is wrong when he talks about privatisat 


Vk M 


There is no other way forAir-India and Indian Airlines 

















I 4ind it xiualty turning away high- 
yield passengers because of a shonagc 
oi space. 

Show me u welUheeleJ businevsman 
who will pay full fare to travel Air-India 
I First cr ClubClicss and Ml show ytiu an 


began with Brijesh Kumar ml conti* 
nues under Probir Sen. 

Bod) are cxeellou officers hut neither 
would claim lo he a managemeni geniua. 
They were successful—and continue to 
he successful — because ihev made (he 


eadline- grabbers for the wrong reasons 


cccciunc. But. many. il noi iiHrsi, lop 
hiMiiessmen <if my a^vuaintaiice prefer 
to tly Indian Airtmcs Busjikss Claw 
even though they have been assiduously 
wivicd by ihc private curriers. 

In the ciim|x;iiiivc inarict. Indian 
Airlines has done fur better thui 
Ait'liidiu 

W hdt h:is made the difference? I 
think the answer Is obvious, mar¬ 
ket (OfCCs. 

Unlike Air-India, which h 2 .s been 
able to restrict the competition. Indian 
A irl i nes has had to go out and fight. Fac • 
ed with the threat of extinction, it ha.sgot 
its aci together imd proved to be a nmteh 
for the pri V ulc comers. 

Russi bfody is prone to talk uhoui the 
privatisation of manogement versos (he 
priviuisaiion of equity and to act os 
ihoiigh a great manager can make all the 
difference. 

I yield (o nobody in niy respect tor 
Kussi but on this issue, be is plain wrong. 
The mmaround at Indian Airlines 
wa.s the consequence of the efforts of 
two low-pcofile IAS joint secretanes 
who flxist people have never heard of. It 


runk und ilk ol h)di«n Airlines Minaci¬ 
ous ihdi compeiMion would finish i«fr the 
airline unless everybody workrd toge¬ 
ther to produce a better airline. 

A( An A rkba. none of the management 
whi/'kids has been able to effect a simi¬ 
lar transformation. The counter staff ore 
still surly, comptfcd to those at Indian 
Airlines, the cabin crew look like hitch- 
hikers.and the general anitude is that the 
airline should Iv run for (he benefit of its 
stair and nut of (he passengem. 

This is nui a reflection on the calibre 
of the managing directors. Many, like 
my old friend ^jan Jeticy lod before 
him Harsh Vardhw (who was de facto 
managing director), have been outsund- 
ing managers. 

IV problem is this: a single manager 
can never be as effective os market for¬ 
ces. A management genius caruKX 
single-handedly ovemim the public sec¬ 
tor culture. 

T hat is why I think Russi is wrong 
when he talks about privaisatton of 
management in the absence of other 
kinds of pri vaiisauon equity, of ihe 
market. A privatised management in a 


public sector company is like a virgin 
pnttritutc—il cannot exist. 

The example of Indian Airlines o^ers 
us a glimpse of the way ahead In essen¬ 
ce. the govemmeni should simply gel 
lost. It should sell its equity in both airli¬ 
nes and it should 
su^ trying to fix (he mar¬ 
kets so ihai ihe fviaie- 
owned carriers make 
money. 

At present. Air-India 
and Indian Airlines use 
under 50 per cent of the 
ini emational hi laiera Is 
(hey are eniiiled (o. The 
rest should not be allow¬ 
ed to go waste—our pn v- 
iie earners should be ask¬ 
ed 10 pick them up and to 
operate on imemaiionul 
routes. 

Then, ihc govemmeni 
should siart selling iu sha* 
res In the two airlines. I 
conaxlc thai then; is a 
danger that a large 
iiidusiriiil group might iry and comer 
these Oures. so the privutisaiion must be 
(kmc on the BriiishAIrwuys pattern whe¬ 
reby thousands of smal I in vesturs ~ and 
funds—have stake s in ihe airl incs. 

These shareholders should elect their 
directors. And the board should choose 
iis own chairman and managing director. 

The only role for ihe government 
must he to ensure ihai there is no carteli¬ 
sation and that passengers arc not victi¬ 
mised. As for the mmUiry of civil avia- 
uon. I don't think anyone will shed any 
tears if it is closed down. 

if this happens, everyone will bene III. 
Passengers will gain, (he airlines ih^- 
selves will emerge stronger and (he 
government will have one less problem 
to worry aboui. 

So why doesn't K happen? 1 don't 
know. Madhavrao Scindia was on the 
verge of setting the process m motion 
when he quit. And now ihai the ministry 
ha.s stopi^ mollycoddling Air-India. 
(hereis no governmental lobby against it. 

1 think the onus is now on Rubsi. He 
should push and push. He has the Prime 
Minister's backing. And his minister, 
Ghulam Nabi A/ad. keeps leUing us that 
he is all for comperitum. 

So. isn't it time that these people put 
(heir policies where ihcir mouths arc? • 








AtADMK supremo JuyalohihH blasted 
Chmnasamy when she learnt about his 
speech. She told him that he had no busi* 
ness 10 speak on ihe subject when she 
•done was empowered by the party to j 
uke a decision. The view expressed by | 
Chinnasatny canbe ud^enonlyaxpervo- I 
nal and not reflecting the general opi- ; 
nion of the party or the people of Tamil 
Nadu,' ciarifted iayaJalitha. 

Since then, the alliance Uxue ha& shot 
into the forefront of politics in Tamil 
Nadu where Assembly elections are due 
111 mid-1996. Besides, rumours that the 
Lok Sabha elections may be round the 
comer because of the present state of 
uncenarnty at the Centre have also 
heightened interest in the maner, Sopoli* 
lical parties in the slate ^ mainly the 
Congress. AIADMK and DMK feel 


NEWSWATCH 


SEEKING 

ALLIES 


W ill the partnership 
begin afresh^ The 
whole of Tamil Nadu 
in currently specula* 
ling on the possible 
revival of the snapped Congress* 
A’IADMK alliance. 

The issue burst on the scene last fort* 
night when the state minister for 
indusmes. M. Chinnasamy. said at a 
public function that "soon the electoral 
alliance between (he AIADMK and (be 
Congress(I) which was snapped by chief 
minister Jayalalitha may be reviv^" 
Chinnasamy made mis lemark at the 
inauguration ceremony of the MRL reft- 
neiy where the Congress leader aruJ 
Union minister for petroleum and natu¬ 
ral gas. Captain Satish .SharrruL was also 
present. The AIADMK leader gut car¬ 
ried away. "The people’s wishes will be 
respected. We will be partners. Life part* 
nerhx he said effusively. 

Back m Madra.^. chief minister and 


that the circumstances are ju$l right for 
some kite*f1yin|. 

But Jayalalitha* s devil *may care 
style of funciiomng which led her to 
ignore the Congress, has hurt the ego of 
all state leaden. During her recent visit 
10 Hyderabad, where she was ihe star 
attraction at the swearing-in ceremony 
of the NT. Rama Rao government. 
Jayalalitha boasted that all panin were 
trying for an alliance with htr. 

She said she was waiting for the resul* 
Is to the Assemt^y elections in six states 
to decide whether she would dump the 
Congress and revive the brief 
honeymoon her party had with the BJP. 

Apparently, even the National Front, 
including the CPI(M). was not averse lo 
aligning with the AIADMK in Tamil 
Nadu. So it seems she is keeping her 
options open and would probably leam 
up with the party calling the shots at the 
notional level in a few months time. 


T he Congres.s’ present strategy is to 
distance itself from Jayalalitha until 
she MxeptH the terms set hy the former. 
Prime Mini.ster and Congress president 
P.V, Narashimha Rao, who has been 
blowing hoi and uild. dropped Vo/hap* 
padi Ramamunhi from the Tamil Nadu 
Congrevk Commitiee (TNCC) presidem* 
ship (he moment he started criticising 


Says TNCC chief 
Kumari Anandan, 
'The Prime 
Minister would 
not have allowed 
me to carry on my 
tirade against the 
state government 
if he wasffH'the 
alliance" 




With Assembly and parliamentary elections 
due in Tamil Nadu next year.the Congress and 
the AIADMK have begun looking for poll partners 
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and campli^ning him. Also, 

Kamamunhi had sided with ihc Afjun 
,Smgh camp. 

Initially, Kuman Anundan. who look 
(iver as the new slate Ci>ngress chief, 
adopted a soft (me towards Jayalalitha in 
contrast to Ramaniunhi's policy of 
going hummer and tongs. But aRer his 
first tour of the districts, Anandan 
changed his strategy. 

Anandan hAs suddenly started talking 
about the "misdeeds, commissions and 
omissions" of the Jayalalitha govern' 
ment. He told St'SDAV: 'Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao would not have allowed 
me to carry on my tirade against the slate 
govemmcrl if he was tor the alliazKc.* 
In fucu almost all Congress feader», bar* 
ringlJnion welfare minister K V.Thang' 
kabalu. have begun criticising JayaJah* 
iha publicly. 

Ramamurthi and Arumdan, who have 
drawn large crowds during then respec¬ 
tive tours of the state, feel that the corrup¬ 
tion charges against the Jayalalitha regi¬ 
me are slicking, and if Governor Channa 
Reddy grants permission to Jayalali 
tha's "here noire' Subramaniam Swamy 
to launch prosecution proceedings, her 


, But Narasimha Rao 

has kept his party men 

^ guessing by attending the 

world Tamil meet 
Thanjavur 

protests from state 
Congressmen. Prabhakar 
Rao IS nifTKiured to be a 

^ ^B behind'ihC'Scenes media* 

■ tor between Rao and 

ffS% I TheAlADMK , , 

I R»> ^ attitude IS also 

m remu ns totally dictated by the fact that 

\ M silent <M 1 its future ** «>iy ««»choi« tor 

A ^ # • t ^ Congress IS the 

COUrseOiaCllOn.lt DMK. a party which is 

seems (hat anathema to Rajiv Gan* 

. .. . . dhi loyalists because of 

I Jayalalitha is the alleged links (he party 

■ H keeping her hw w«h ih. ljte. 

I i H options open and «ome state congressmen 

If ■ would probablv a^tnyingio whiiewa%h- 

I' ... ., 1 *^ the t>MK by saying that it 

I H team up with the whs V. Gopalas^ml who 

I parly calling the ‘'I‘ 7 '' 

I ■ V . . .r mo \ Prahhakaran and 

V snots at the with his expulsion front 

I national level in a ^ I’ 

1 - ' ma IS no longer Inert. 

• | tew months time This only goes i« show 

_how central the issue of 

alliance has become in 

goose is truly C(x>ked. Tamil Nadu politics. Subramaniam 

Congresamen feel that an aihance Swamy is desperately trying to cobble 
w ith (he A1 ADM K will not be on the old togetherun anti Oayalal ithd front compri • 
MGR formula in which two*[hirds of (he ^ing the Congrcssdi, DMK, PMK and 


goose is truly c(x>ked. 


Assen^ly seals were kept for the AI AD* 
MK while a similar share of parliamenta¬ 
ry seals was given to the Coogre». 

Unlike MGR. Jayalalitha wants a lion 
share of the 39 Ssbha scats from 


some other smal Icr pan ies, hopi n g that i i 
will he a winning combination. 

Even DMK chiel M. Karunanidhi is 
looking for a partner since he docs noi 
want a split in the Opposition votes. An 


Tamil Nadu as she wants to be a major alliance with the Congress will bolster 


player at (be nationa] level. So Aoandan 
is talking of building the party at (he 
grasa roots and bringing In 'Kaitiaraj 
rule", said (o be the Congress* golden 
age. 


his chances of becoming the chief 
minister again. 

He foresees a snap poll to (he Lok 
SaMia and believes that the Tamil Nadu 
government, too. is also toying with the 


idea of early elections lothe state Assem* 

W hile every ocher pany is gening bly Moreover. Karunanidhi expects 
readv for future develooments, Javalalilha to dissolve the House before 


W ready for future developments, 
the AlADMK remains totally silent. 
Chinnaxamy was just “not available' 
despite Sunday's repeated anenipts to 
contact him. Other party functionaries, 
too, were not williog to meet the press. 

The Janata Party presideni. Subrama* 
niam Swamy. doubts whether the electO’ 
rai allirewc between the Congress arsd 
the AlADMK will be revived. Swamy 
says (hat. if it comes through, he might 
<|uit (he GATT chairmanship, a poM of 
CahitKi tank. 


Jayalalitha to dissolve the House before 
a verdict is passed on the petition 
seeking herdisciualincaiion on charges 
of corruption. 

Meanwhile. Jaya^iiha remains as 
imperious as ever. Last sveek. she sum' 
moned an lAF helicopter to travel a 
distance of 25 km within Madras city, 
ostensibly for security reasons. And as 
the spectre of elections haunt Tamil 
Nadu politiciaru, they are desperately 
seeking new allies, a 
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The Cleans bazaar 

The kidney racket now spreads to Bombay and Calcutta 

W fxn the Bangalore Sortn says that sometime laxi Ocinher reaching Bombay, both Bu 

police busied a racket he met a person by the name o( Rajjak. Mongal wem given work < 

in kidney vanspiani who promi^ to find him a }oh in construction ^iic, where they earned 
nperaiions in the city Boml^y, 50 per day. They were even pul up i 

lasi month [f/jr details. iteceni house. "Suddenlv one ntomi 


W in kidney transplani 
nperaiions in ihe city 
la.si month {frr details, 
refer to Sunday issue dared 12 — I ft 
February)^ the cops hul cluimed that 
this was just the tip of the iceberg. The 
illegal and highly lucrative business, 
they said, had stuck deep roots m several 
other cities, especially in places where 
d>ere were foreign clients* in plenty. 

Take for instance. Bombay. Or even 
Calcuna. fo the latter case, the 

patients arc usually — *"* 

Bangladeshis, who come 
down 10 the city to have a ~ 

kidney irarsplani opera- PtSk 
lion In Bombay. 
however, the kidney rcci* 
pienis are mostly rich 
Arab Sheikhs, who find it * 
a lot more cheap to have a I 
transplant operation done •. . 
in tli cily than in any •* . a * 

other European dcstina- ’* 
lions. What’s more, the . * 

word has spread that f • 

India is i flourishing mar- ^||^A[||| 
kci for kidneys and other 
hu man organs. 

U is to cater lo the 
growing needs of these BUj^VV 
rich foreign buyers that 
(outs have fann^ out to 
different parts of the 
country in search of j^HV ii 
donors. And since the WtM' ^ 
whole trade thrives on the 
ignorance of the people 
about kidney donation, it 
is the rural areas that raid* 
dlcmen target. iffjSKf 

Take, for instance, the j 

plight of Bishu Murniu. JT f 
Lax man Murmo. Moniu 
Soren. Mongal Soren, 

Budbu Soren and many MOStOl 

others. They are all far- Bfifllk 

mere living in (be villages 
adjoining Ratgunj in (he tSKBQ ^ 
North Dtnajpur disirict of 
West Bengal. Budhu 


Suren says that sometime Iasi Ocinher. reaching Bombay, both Budhu 

he met a person by the name of Rajjak. ^^and Mongal wem given work at a 
who prumi^ to find him a >oh in construction ^itc. where (hey earned Rs 
Bombay, 5I> per day. They were even pul up in a 

(teceni house. "Suddenly one morning. 

"Rajijak used to visit my village often. Raxiak told us that wc will have to go to o 
And everyiime he came here, he used to huspilul for a medical chcck-up.ThK. he 
Uke with him to Bombay a group of said, was necessary for getting a better 
youths.' recalls Budhu. adding. "They job. At the hospital wc were given injec- 
all came hack to (he village with lots of (ions and we did not know what happe* 
money.** Thus, when Rajjak volunteered ned to us sickc we s^Hin fell uncon* 


to escort Budhu Soren and hi< hcoiher 
Mongal to Bombay, the brothers readily 
agre^. 
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Most of the victims li West Bensal were taken to 
Bombay with pramisos of a job. They wera Hien 
taken to hospitals la tha city, drupgod and then 
relitvod of one of their kidneys 


sciotis. Wc were kepi in the hospital for 
nearly two weeks after which wc were 
released But hefure leaving, we were 
" 1 made U> put our thumb 

impressions on certain 

dixuiTKius. Wc were 
taken to ihc station uiul 
before houniing a train 
^14 hound tor C'akiutj. both 

i|y/ , of Us were given Rs 
25.<100 each.' says 
Budhu, 

It was only aficr rctur- 
mug to their village lhat 
Bu^lhu and Ills hrolhci 
rcalisc<l thui they hud 
undergone an opcraiion 
a deep cut mark 
ar(>und I heir uhdomcn 
testified lo this. And the 
kxul doctor contjimed 
(hat one o| ihcir kidneys 
had been rervKived. Willi 
the help of Ihe local pun- 
rhuyur member. Budhu 
and Mongat lodgcd u 
complaint with the police 
j at Raigunj. but Rajjak is 
^ yet to be traced. 
f f Many other youths 

ift residing in the liny ham- 

I lets surmuding Raigunj 
9k ^4 have similar tales to rela- 
J le* they were all luken ic 
bA » ■■! Bombay by Rajjak on the 
. . pica that he would find 

KBfItO jobs for them and then 

\ Him kidMys were 

I ftk*ii rernoved without their 

I intn consent. The local police 

Kay that so far. only six 
people have lodged such 






n MM 






cfimr>lami&. bu\ ihc faci is that most of 
the victims prefer not to go to the cops 
for fear of harassment 
Moreover as Banibraia Basu. the 
superintendent of police of Nonh Dinaj- 
pur dtsinei. explains. "In most cases, it is 
Jifficult to unest the culprit since all the 
paper work is in order. L^t year, we had 
asked the Bombay Police to investigate 
<H\c such complaint. Tl>ey found out that 
all the relevant dcKuinems were m 
order." 

i n fact, whui had given a fillip lo the 
trade was the uhvertceofa law that pru- 
hihited the transplant of "unrelated' 
diinors. The central government had pas* 
scJ the Human Organ Transplant Act in 
June 1^4, but it was largely umimple- 
menied. Only now has the Centre woken 
up 10 (he problem iutd ha.s notifled the 

Ad. I- 

fn fact. JtK'Ktrs In Rom* 
hay recalled that there 
was htilc or no iraf* 
licking ill kidneys till the 
.SovciiUes lliis 
hociiusc all donors and W 

n^cipients had to be blood 
rclaiions—unrelated kid* HI Vft 

ney transplanis 

iliniughout the w<nld W 

were always 

iinsuccessruJ 

But Ihc arrival of the 
drug Cyclosporine'' in 
the cully Highlics 
changed all that. Now. 
unielaied kidney tian- ^* 

splaius were povsible and 
hospitals and nursing 
homes in Bombay began 
pcridniitng such opera* 
lions. TVie c 1 1 y soon bcca* | 

me a big murkel for kid* 
ncys and other human 
organs, 

One reason for this is the easily a vaila* 
bility of patients wilirng to buy such 
organs. A^ab clients from the oibrich 
Gulf countries fkw down to Bombay 
whenever they needed a ironsplant. 
Maybe, the success rate of such opera* 
lions were higher in the European 
countries, but there, it often takes as 
much as three vears to find a donor. 

Bombay presented no such problems. 
All one h;Hl to do was get in touch with 
certain hospitals in the city, which 
would arrange for the traitsplant. The 
hospitals in turn arc fed with a ctmstanl 
supply ofludncys through a team of mid* 
dlunwn, who scout ihe towns and villi- 


MNa«T« iiMi 


ges of (he country looking for unsuspec¬ 
ting donors. And if nxaiey alone cannot 
convince them to pan with one of their 
kidneys, then the louts uke recourse to 
Iraud. In the case of the «candaf in 
Bangalore, all the victims were told that 
they were required to donate blood. A nd 
m West Bengal, the puor villages were 
lured with promises of Jobs. 

An eJenwru of risk is always there in 
the racket, but then the pn>nts too are 
isimnomical. From vdiui has been 
unearthed su for. most <if the donors 
were paid between Rs 5.000 and Rs 
25,000. And a kidney in Bombay 
fciches anything Kiween Ks 5 lakh and 
RsKlakh. 

C alcutta became on important centre 
for this kind of kidney racket large* 
ly because itf the patrunoge of the 


Bangladeshis. Though kidney tran¬ 
splant operations ore much cheaper m 
Dhaka, there ujv just two hospitals 
vwhieh perform such surgery. One uf 
(hem is the govemmeni-run Institute of 
Post Graduate Medicine and Research 
(iPGMR) and the other is the Dhaka 
Renal, a private clinic situated in the 
capital's posh Dhanniorkdi urea. Though 
the success rate in these two insuiutes is 
as high os H5 per cent, very few tran* 
splonts ore actually done here. In the last 
five years, the ircMR has performed 
Just 60 operations while the first trun- 
^plont in Dhaka Renal was done only 
recently. And in a country where over 5 
million people suffer from kidney ail* 
ments, the demand for transplant opera* 
lions is indeed acute. 

Rei»uli; more and more Bangladeshis 
are looking towards Calcutta ftir krd- 





In Bangalore, atlentlOOO 
poor, illiterate people lost 
one of their kidneys. They 
were rounded up by touts 
from the villages and then 
operated upon by a team of 
doctors in the city. All they 
were told was that they 
were donating blood 


neys. Though exact figures are not avai* 
laMe. one doctor revealed that as many 
as ten iranuplants are performed in tte 
city doily. And in nearly 90 per cent of 
the coses, the iran.Nplunis were done 
from unrelaied donors. 

Whu's more, an mvesilgaijon con* 
ducted by a city newspap^ revealed that 
in almost all rhe incidents, the donors 
filed false affidovits saying ihot they 
were donating Iheir kidneys volcntvily. 
The guess is that all the donors were 
duped into porting with oiw uf their 
organs. 

The City police muiniuin thai there is 





j On) 4 June. 1994. Pariiamenr 

passed the Human Organ 
Tranjpian/ Act in a bid to check the 
rampant racket in humon organs. 
Bat it was not tUt 4 February. 

J99S. that the Act came into fistce. 
Thefirihwing are some salienS 
points of the legislation: 

■ The Act. for the fint hme« 
provkfei legel saf eouvde for 
the removal, storage and 
transplantation of human 
organs. 

■ The Act providee for the 
setting up of a central 
authorisation committse, 
which win decide which 
medical Institutes can carry 
out transplants. This body vrlll 
also lay down guidelirws for 
such opentlone and wHI also 
carry out cheeks periodically. 
This committee Is also 
empowered to deal wHh 

little they can do about the problem 
because invariably, all relevant papers 
are prepared with utmost care. And till 
recently, there was no law that said that 
kidney donation — even unrelated — is 
a crime. 

In the circumstances, will the Human 
Organ Transpiant Act. which was nou* 
Tied on 4 February I995.Tnakeadjfferen* 
ce? Opinion is divided. 

D r Ann 6al of the Bombay-based 
Association for Consumer Action 
Safety and Health says that despite the 
legal safeguards inihe the Acu it will not 
be able to stop the racket in sudt organs’ 
aa kidney. "The kidney transplant busi¬ 
ness will only move underground.*' he 
says 

Dr Bal feels that the medical council 
should lake stem action against guilty 
doctors and surgeons, without whose 

help the racket wouldn’t thrive. He 
points out that in ihe UK, Ihe medical 
council there took away the licence of a 
doctor who wa« found involved in such 
malpractices. The medical council in 
Indin shcMilJ do the sMme.“ Dr Bal 

suggest. 


pBti«nt»* compItJntft. 

■ Jh9 Act bans buying and 
•ailing of human organs. 
Thoao four>d guilty could be 
fined or jailed. 

■ Unrelated organ donatione 
are not allowed. But thla la 



fraaad te yi ltor iaiBi itia ia 

•ehitiMi 

Pramod Navalkar. the Shiv Sena 
leader, has ac imere&ting solution. He 
says that he will soon file a writ petition 
in Ihe courts suggesting that ‘Indian kid* 


permitted only In very special 
cases. However^ the donor 
will have to first convince a 
team of experts that he/she 
has emotl^al attachment 
with the recipient. 

9 The Act now permits 
cadaver ergan transplant. 

neys in the bodies of foreigners should 
be considered as espon items*'. This 
rrwans that "the item will have lo go 
through tight or nine clearances starling 
from the Reserve Bank of India to the 
controller of exports. If people with gold 
in their Momach» cun be caught, why not 
foreigners with kidneys received from 
Indians. It is time we supped being irta- 
ted as a motor car with spare parts,” 
Navalkar says, 

Bui there arc others like EhB.N. Cola- 
bavalla, a prominent urologiitt fiwn 
Bombay, who have welcomed tjie new 
legislation. But he feels tha: the Act 
should have been more stringent. '*A Rs 
10.000 fine or imprisonment for 
two/diree years is nothing I would 
make the penalty much more severe,” he 
opines. 

Others say that it is too early to write 
off the iegislaiion. The racket in kidneys 
has been there since the Seventies. It 
will take at least a couple of years to 
strike at the roots of this organs trade. • 

Mm 4Mp 
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MANI SKANKA^fiVAR 


ILiLlTlI 


rumblings 


The Alsatian growls 


IJuM do not se« how our democracy 
cannin wiihoui polUicians. Politics is as 
neces&iiry to denviaiicy as breaihing is 
to lite> But juu as we can draw fresh air 
into our lungs or polluted air< so also can 
we dnw decent men into politics or the 
filth and the scum. 

By and large, we have draw n only the 
filth and the scum into independent Indi* 
a's politics. And this is strange because 
the politicians of our freedom struggle 
were among ibe best and the brightest. 
Have all decent Indians disappeared 
because we (Wve won our freedom? Or 
is It that all g<Kid inert and true (not lo 
mention ihc female of the species) have 



T.N. Seshait’s A 
Hmri FuU Of 
Bunirn (\JBSPO. 

Rs 125) is. quite 
sintply, unreoda* 
hie. Which is as ii 
should be. 

Because eaiempo- 
re speeches ane 
meant lo he heard, 
nm read. What comes through in the 
hook are cold wortLs of print. What is 
misising i$ the man himself — the sheer 
theatre of the experience; the boom of 
his voice; hi.^ dramatic gestures; the cun> 
tort ions through w hich he puts his 
cxprcsaive face; the pauses; the long, 
meaningful silences; the contrasiing 
cataracts of fast'fTowing thought; the 
punch-line; (be exit-line. 

Seshan's publishers should have 
issued video ca.sseiies of him at the 
rostrum, 1 5 1 pages of turgid prose is no 
subslitutc for the force of his florid 
personality. 

Seshan himself descri¬ 
bes his speeches as “ran¬ 
dom rumblings'' (p. 70). 

And who am I. a mere 
MP. to disagree with hirru 
especially with my re* 
election coming up next 
year? What Seshan has to 
say is not so much true as 
trite. Yes. our democracy 
is in a mess. Yes. there is 
corruption everywhere. 

Yes. we are in danger of 
faltering if we do not do 
something about this 
now, (But, no, begging 
(he chief election com¬ 
missioner’s pardon, we 
are not about to become 
anoiher Yugoslavia). 


T.N. Seshan has 
nothing to lose and 
everything to gain 
by giving up his 
pranks as CEC and 
doing something 
about taking up the 
reins of real office. 

1$ Seshan man 
enough to meet the 
challenge of the 
hustings? 







The point is not so 
much wiiedier we are a 
le&s-than-perfect society. 
*nie point is: whai should 
we be dotng about ihm? 1 
can think of no ea.sitr or 
more immoral way out 
than blaming ii on the 
politicians and preening 
ourselves on the vinuc of 
not being politkiaiK. 


just decided that there are other things to 
do than poll lies? And if every inielti- 
genu honeM, upright Indian decides ihai 
he would rather not enter the political 
arena, who is going to run our politics? 


RiOST OP Seshan'h millions nf fans 
would ph vately answer; why have pol iii • 
cians at all? Why not hand over the 
woiks to the chief electifvi commissio¬ 
ner (CEC) and leave it lo him u> run rhe 







MANITALR 



^how? Seshan would. I am nufc. be bcHh 
pleased and appalled ai this sugge:t(ion. 

Pleiued because H would amount to 
an endofsemeni of his eMimation of him* 
self Appalled because a system that 
FCKts on one man is not a democracy: it is 
called a dictatorship. And Seshan him* 
«eJr is unflinching in his belief in 
democracy. 

Which t^ngs us back to our initial 
leaser how can we have democracy 
without politics? And how can we have 
politics without politicians? Bui must 
we have only politicians like the ones 
we now have, who make air pollution 
only the second-worst haiard of living 
in the capital, the politicians who are its 
VIP denizens being by for the greater 
hazard to the heal th of Ihe nation ? 

1 submit that if Gandhijt felt it was a 
more noble calling to be a politician than 
a mere Mahatma, and that if Pandiiji 
chose to be Prime Minister ratlter ih^ 
CEC. our present CEC owes it to the 
nation to explain why he is not in poli¬ 
tics. He has everything it takes to captu¬ 
re the imagination of the voter. He is 
expenerKed inielligeni. well-read, arti¬ 
culate, indeed, charismatic. He has 
spent the first six decades of his life in 
dojHtcred comfort, 

1 do not know the quality of metal that 
went into the fashioning of the .^poon 


MtHwatamore 

noMecalIngtobea 


nwre Mahftma and 
{fPandHHIrightl 
choseto be Prime I 
Minnter ratber than CK, our 
present CEC owes tt to the 




With the ladder of success fimdy 
implanted in his career at the age of 20. 
Seshan relentlessly rose up the greasy 
pole from cnllecior. Madurai, to special 
secretary, depanment of space <lhu was 
before Mariam Rasheeda proved that 
not all ISRO missiles shoot their load 
into space). 

MSHAN'9 UO break came when he 
was shunted into the low-prohle and 
shiny new ministry of environment 
und^ a shiny new Prirrte Minister. R^j^v 
Gandhi, wlw wa.s determined to give 
this ncW'fangied 2 Ut-century ministry 
the highest possible profile. Seshan fit¬ 
ted Raji v's needs li ke a racehorse respon* 
ding to Lester Pigori. 

He wa.s hand-picked to handle the 
Prime Minister's personal security after 
the deadly fiasco of the Rajghai attemp- 
led ussa.ssinuiji)n on Gandhi Jayanii, 
I9K6. From there, it wus but one short 
hop to defence. By I9K8. everyone who 
wa.s anyone In the bureaucracy knew U 
was going to be Seshan for cabinet 
secretary. 

When V.P. Singh deci¬ 
ded to do down Seshon, 
he found the only way he 
could do him down was 
to Jo him up. So, instead 
of merely being chucked 
out. which is the fair that 
awaits ordinary mortals 
who fall foul of political 
authority, Seshan was 
kicked up — as member 
secretary of the Planning 
Commission with the 
rarJ: of minister of stale. 
Please, therefore, dry 
your tears. 


in politics 


with which his rrtouih was bom. but as is 
m be seen from the syiK^k autobiogra¬ 
phy with which he regaled his youthful 
American audience at Mysore (pp. 
76-77). Ihe spoon had turned to si Iver by 
Ihe lime Seshan. ai an absurdly young 
age. landed hia fira job as a physics leciu- 
rtr in a Madras University college, by 
way of prepariiiion for turning ihe silver 
into gold as he entered the IAS at the 
earliest possible opportunity. 


Then came Chandra Shekhar, not to 
mention his> bosom buddy, the execrable 
Subramanium Swamy. V^o. at the lime, 
was also a bosom buddy Seshan 
Swamy conspired against his Prime 
Minister, his Nest frknd and the best inte- 
resb of Ihe nation to get Chandra Shek¬ 
har to recast Seshui as CEC on the whol¬ 
ly fanciful plea that Rajiv Gandhi wan¬ 
ted it so. 

Chandra Shekhar was too much in 
awe of Rajiv io ask himself. He to^ 
Swamy* K word for it. And .suffered the 
fate all su^er who lake Swamy's 
word for anything. Rajiv's own reaction 
was inittruciive: "GixkI Lord," said he. 
"don't they know what they are letting 
iheiTKelvcs in for?" They did not know 
then. Now everyone knows. 
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tapoorrhi plus wasprumofionusmimsicrofsn^. \ people is A Hmn Full Of Burden (or 
in high coAsii' Seshan might today sedi to kSl^tKi even a hean fuU of burden) then. I am 
^ a larger fan ladder up which he himself rose widl^' ^raid. that is simply not enough. He has 
>h Bachcluin. liak e^on and so little sacnnce.itt& in comfort and security all his wor* 
• this all he can that only makes him the fim madamhv ^ung life. He has had to take no real risks, 
given him so history to to call girls taking li?* ^e h^ had to seek the approval of no 
their profession. What, at the end of the more than a chosen few. And if that 
x)ut It: It is the day, i$ the reward Seshan is giving the upprov^, was nm forthcoming, whether 
i ndeed. the country that has given him so much ? from MG R or V, P. Singh, there was I it- 
es and rants If ihe only gift he has to give his tk those worthy politicians could do 

beyond 

down some chord line for 
some short while. 

np i^B ?hB was our 

the very Seshon 

s ^ robustly condemns — 

jt that rescued him from the 

IB H^UZS^ W minor inconveniences to 

which, from time to occa- 

Br^HA V ^ vB^^D^HpB sional lime, politicians of 

W exceplionul courage or 

*• ■ exceptitmal stupidity 

L'. V ^^yy. ‘W? tr i'‘ 3 have subjected Seshan. 


NOW, IN ihc cocklaii 
4 hour of his career, Seshun 
*1 has found the sale haven 
i of constitulionBi office to 
I J cock his abundant snook 
« at the sysiem which cook 
I him to his high office. He 
l' has learned the lesson 
[• which hi5 ICS forchea/s 
. learned (and, perhaps, 

taught him I of "divide 
and rule". .Seshan has 

■ sitrcwdly discovered that 
poljiiciaiiv, as a daxs. are 
far too fructious to nuke 
up the two-thirds majo- 
rily required lo impeach 
him. 

.So. while the politicians squabble 
among ihcin.selvcs, there are a million 
Rotary Clubs to addins**. Not lo mention 
Ihc n>ya]lies that Ihe published version 
of his speeches will generate lo ensure 
that when 12 December. 19%, finally 
arrives, the Seshan household will not 
be warning for a second cup of coffee, 
whatever be the ruling price of coffee 
(which, on present reckoning, will cost 
per cup about the same as the first salary 
Seshan drew as a probationer! > 

What should Seshan be dmng to live 
up to the fantastic following he has acqui¬ 
red? 1 submit that he should immcdiaie- 
I y lender his re&i gnation from the post of 
ClfC and announce his intention of con¬ 
testing the foilhcommg 1996 elections 
to the L*yk Sabha. He might also announ¬ 
ce that however pusillanimous the CHC 
to follow him might prove, be, Seshan, 


' ^ I Subramaniam 

* Smniy (above! got 
0^^' Chamira Shekhar 
(leftltorecast 
Seihan as CEC on 
1*^ thowhoRybnctful 

, plea that R«iv 
i GandM wanted a SO. 
^ Chamha Shekhar 

^ 1 took Swany'sword 

for ft. And suffered the fate 
tfudal suffer who take 
Swamps word for anything 


againsi lo ihc uumiti* 

guiedOulighionhc Xeno' 

ph<Mi*s Ten Thousand 

who make up his adoring 

iiudicnce—whohaverai- [ 

sed him from the ohscu- ; 

ricy of his Pulghat origins K 
to the pinnacle he uxiay p .' 
oi’cupics i*t the nation's 

Yes, Seshan a man 
exceptional talent. It 
was our system which 
recognised that lalem. 

Yes. Seshan was an 
exceptionally honest IAS officer. That 
is why he reached the highest post an 
IAS u^ker can occupy. Yes, Seshan 
had the courage as a civil servant to buck 
the system. That is why the only puntsh- 
mem the system could mete out to him 
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women of substance. 

None was lacking for 
the means with which to 
adopt (he lifestyle they 
prefened. If (hat lifestyle 
was simple it. was 
because they chose to 
make it simple; it was not 
poverty that drove them 
to simplicity. 

Now. men and women 
of thatclass have noambi* 
tioA higher than to get 
themselves a green card 
or. at least, their son.s nr. 
failing that, their soiu> 
in-law a green card to get 
(he hell out of the 
country. The cluvs that 
won us ouj ItKlependence 
has betrayed our 
Indepcnikiwc 


Rajiv Gandhi was determined 
to give the new-fangled, 

2 Ut-century ministry of 
environment the highest 
possible profile. Seshan’s big 
break came when he was 
shunted into that ministry 



will forever remain faithful lo his Model 
Election Code. 

Inspired by his example. 1 would 
expect Al|^onsc, Khaunar. Tinkaikar 
and Taluqdar to follow suit. Coming 
creeping out of the woodwork will then 
emerge hundreds of tnight. honest, 
decent mert and women — spiritual 
descendents of (be Sardar Patels and 
Subhas Chandra Boses of our Freedom 
Movement —* to steal politics away 
from thh politicians who have nin our 
democracy this last half-century. 

Is that not a wonderful prospect? 
Prime Minister Seshan introducing 
home minbtief TaJu(|dar in the House, 
followed by finance minister Tinkaikar, 
defence minister Alphonse and Khair- 
nar as m i nl ^icr for personne I ? 


MONE OF this is. however, likely to hap¬ 
pen because il is so much easier to 
pre^h homilies than panicipate. A 
hundred and fifty years^ ago, Waller 
Bagchoi. in ht.s immortal classic on Bn- 
lish parliameniary democracy, revealed 
the eternal inith thai every democracy 
needs ‘'sensible men of substantial 
means*'. 

The generations from DadaMai Nao* 
roji to Herozeshah Mehia and Lt^unanya 
Balgxflgadhar Tilak ami Oopslkrishra 
Gtdthak and Mc^uunmad Ali Jinoah to 
Motilal Nehru and Chiuaranjan Das lo 
Rajaji and Sarujini Naidu and Rajendra 
Pras^ to Maulana Abul Kalam Axad 
and Rafi AIvned Kidwai. understood 
this. They were all sensible men and 
women. Trtey were also men and 


When they haven't 
fled the country, they 
have fattened on the land 
by going frtmi collector 
lo special secretary to 
cabinet secretary to 
minister of suae to 
(he CBC. Sensible men of substantial 
means have betrayed our democracy by 
failing to participate as politicians in 
that democracy. 

Seshan has nothing to lose and eve- 
rything to gain by giving up his pranks 
as CBC and doing .something about 
taking up the reins of real office. The 
country has everything to lose and 
nothing to gain by talent seeking reward 
in Nirvachan Sato Instead of taking a 
shy ai 7 R ace Course Road 

Is Seshan man enough to meet the 
challenge of the hustings? Or is he no 
more than a toothless Alsatian that barks 
when it thould be biting? • 

rTh* 

- vtoSmlttn no 
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Weather-resistant 
Alloy Steels Plant 

Now give your rotfing stock, equipment, machinery and 
components the 
advantage ot a 
world-class steel. 

SAILCOR from 
SAIL'S Alloy Steels 
Plant. This low 
sulphur, low oxygen steel is produced only after degassing 
to ensure cleanliness and low gas content and cast 

as concast slabs. The Stabs are 
further Hot or Cotd Rolled at 
SAtL*s Bokaro Steel Plant to 
form Coils/ 

Plates/ 


steel from 




Sheets as per Customers' requirements. 
With surface finish that matches the 
highest international standards. 


• Containers and tankers 

K Matanai handHng a^uipiriatit 

% Poaratttouaa aqupmant, 
Ghimnays. racaptofs 
and/antiadas 

• Farming ap vi pmant 

% 8ndgas and accassofiaa 

• Cpnmcfioa 

• Concr9/9 mum 
■ Skjicagaias 

• Transhmar houamg 
% Gas laotl separators 

% HouaahokJ iron components 
% Frames and doors 

• doits and fHJts 

m Seiaeraga disposai piant 
components 




STEEl WTimiTV tF tllDM imru 

Alloy Steels Plant 

713 20e. Telo : CeOS-21S fv : ((»43» eS43e.«S056 


Py jntormtfort jpW furttm ewie cewMO 

Moy OMWwi a Cemt ProaueBon WenNng Oegemm 

$(••1 Auincfily of India Unulod. Caniral yarhaiifi^ Oryeihiaiion, lapai Slwvan. 40. Ja«4naria( Nehtu Road. Calcuna 70Q 071 
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DEAD LY WAT ER 

A r^nic corumifiaiioA of [ Yh€ SPr€(Ui Of CirS€fliC I ^ one point ihe buri 

groundwaier in Weei ' , • • tir crowd had to be pusM back by ha 
Bengal is now atinciing COntUfTiitlCltlOfl ITt W€St wielding policemen. Smith, who 
global attention. In (he six n i been studying (he effects of anenic 

diviacu of MaJda. Murshi- tSBtlSQi WOmCS sonine caused by contuminated < 


A rsenic contaminaiion of 
groundwater in Weal 
Bengal is now atinciing 
global attention. In (he six 
divtacis of MaJda, Murshi- 
dabad, Nadia. Burdwan. 24 Parganas 
North* 24 Parganas Sou(h. ai least 
10,00.000 peofMe are drinking (his toxic 
water, and environmental scientists fear 
that a disaster of unprecedented pro¬ 
portions may be building up in this part 
of the world. 

Last month, 37 arsertic expens from 
abroad were irt Calcutta to attend an 
international conference irt which West 
BengaJ came in for special scrutiny. The 
sheer immensity of (he problem here 
shocked most foreign delegates artd 
nuuty Indian experts. Arsenic contami* 
nation of grourtdwater has been reported 
from Taiwart, Japan, Thailand, Greece. 
Chile and Venezuela also, but nowhere 
is its scale as mind'boggling as in West 
Bengal. 

Of the various agencies studying the 
phenomenon, the most comprehensive 
surveys have so far been done by the 
School of Environmental Studies 
(SOES). Jadavpur University, which 
hosted (he .six-day mem from 5-S 
February. 


The spread of arsenic 
contamination in West 
Bengal worries 
international experts 

se 34.344 S44 km and have a population 
of 3.U2 crorc. And this huge populace 
run the risk of being exposed to arsenic 
poisoning, says SOBS director Dr. 
Dipan kar Chakrahorti. "Ii is the biggest 
arsenic calamity in the wi>rld,' he nays 


any of the foreign 
experts who alien* 
ded the conference, and 
especially (hose who luu* 
red some of the wxnU:* 
affected arva>. appeared 
to endOTH' C'hakrubortiN 
view. 

''Unbelievabler said 
Herman Ctihb of the US 
Environ menial Pnaev' 
tJOn Agency as he ran hts 
fingers over a woman's 
calloused hand hodly dis¬ 
figured by black kcriHal 
growths at IXmikal. a 


^doctors”, nkd at one point the surging 
crowd had to be pushed back by baton* 
wielding policemen. Smith, who bos 
been studying (he effects of arsenic poi* 
soning caused by contuminated drin¬ 
king water in Taiwan. Chile. Mexico 
and Argentina hadn't seen anything like 
this before. 

For W.R. Chappel. loo. it was an 
‘‘overwhelming experience'. Chappel, 
chainnan of the committee for monito¬ 
ring arsenic in groundwater in the USA, 
Canada and Europe. wa.< visibly moved 
as he stepped out of ihc Piinchayui Bha* 
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Till January this year, SOES sur¬ 
veyed 415 villages from 37 blocks in the 
six disliicls and esiimtfed that nearly 
2.00,000 people were suffering from 
arsenk* related skin ailments indkaiing 
acute arxcnic poisoning. But, (his may 
well be (he tip of the iceberg. This 
number could increase as mom and 
more areas are probed. 

The arsenk-aTTected districts compri- 


remote country (own in Murshidahad 
di>ti kl. 250 kni fciim CbIuu(Ul ' Uubelk* 
vaMe,* he repealed, as he looked close¬ 
ly. his fuitou^ brows betraying dismay 
and di&belkf. 

’‘Overwhdming.* said Allan Smith, 
professor of epidmuology at the Univer* 
sily of California. At (he Domkal Pan- 
ch^at Sainity Bhavan. nearly a few 
hundred paiknts had come to see the 


giwmdw a laf; aelantffb at 
an aflactad vttaga; 
amaaic Indacad ahki 
aiman te iw foWagtragady 


van on 9 February at the end of a two- 
day loui uf ihu di^uicih, *li is purely the 
biggest arsenic disaster in wiu'ld," he 
said gravely, HTiere is no doubt about 
that.' 

Quen-Jen Chen, an epidemiuJogisi 
from (be National Taiwan University, 
agreed. Chien-Jen Jias done seminal 
research on arsenic patients in Taiwan 
where the contamination had drawn 
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worldwide anenbon. The scale here U 

bewildering.* be said. 

Prof. D. N. Giihamazumdar. head 
of the dcpanmernof gasdoen- 
(crology at SSKM Hospital. Calcutta, 
looked wcnied too. The situation is 
extremely serious," he saxi, but cautio¬ 
ned against ptmk. Cuhatnazunidar is 
one of the advisers to the state govern¬ 
ment on arsefik-related matters. 

A Jl that has come to 
#%Jjght, so far. is 
perhaps only a small pan 
of an unfolding tragedy. 

Ongoing surveys arc con- 
linually adding new areas 
to arsenic's expanding 
frontier. Piir examp^. 
uvuilahic data in 1990 
showed that less than a 


were drawing arsenk-rkh water. ^ of a few thousand victims. 

More recently, the state publk health M hM wind ar^nic concentrations 
engineering deparirneni (PHED) sent much av^tk normal level, 
water sair^les from 110 vi llages, spread 'But still we hav^*t got the whole pk- 

over five blocks in Malda district, to ture." ^aysClukrabuni. 'Every year the 
SC^ for analysis. The fiiMliDgs: water affected area and, hcncc, the affected 


of 98 villages contain ar^ic above the populaiirm has been increasing by 
maximum permiSMNe limit. ne^y 20 percent." 

The World Health Organisation's The fall out of this, in human and soci- 

< W HO) safe limit for arsenic i n drinking aJ terms, is prov i ng to be 

crippling. Several fami¬ 
lies have already been 
pushed to Ihc brink of 
ruin; innumerable ocherv 
are moving in that direc¬ 
tion. UX). 

Alok Sarkar. 29, of 
Ramnagur vi 11 age. 24 Par* 
gan;!*^ N) died on 22 
December last year of 
arsenic •induced diseases. 
His mother and two 
sisters died earlier. Kis 
father and brother <4re 
also>irr(XU‘d, Hisamxhcr 
sister isi;riiically ill. 


YEAR: 1992-93 


third of Nadia district was affec¬ 
ted. three years later, almost two-thirds 
of it wa.s found to have been 
contaminated. 

Or, take the case of Sonarpur Muck, 
25 km south of Calcutta, in 34-Parga- 
nQs(S). !^ix months back, it hadn't figu¬ 
red in the list of arscnlc-aftected places, 
Bui lute la&l year. SOES investigations 
revealed that handpumps in the area 


water is 0.01 mg/litrc and the maximum 
permivribk level is 0.05 mg/litre. But 
out of a few thousand water samples 
analysed by SC^ since I9ft9. neaHybO 
per cent were found to contain ar^n k i n 
the range of 0.l-0..5mg/1ilrtf, ie. wuy 
above tlv recommended kvci. 

And water is not the only parameter 
the researchers are relying on. TVy 
have also analysed the hair, nail ami un- 

MAPsev SANTOSH o*m 


Haradhan Bag of 
Nadia is ihe sole survivor 
of six bnxhers. He is suf¬ 
fering fromahiKtofci^m- 
plications and has been 
reduced to a bag of bones. 
*I have rK> desire to live," he says. 

Thirteen members of my family 
have died over the last eight years," says 
Banira Btbi of Domkal. She and her two 
sons are also the victims of arsenic toxi¬ 
city. They are tou trail to work and have 
so far wardal off desiiiuiimi hy selling 
off. in hits and pieces, tliv 15 hixha^ ol 
land they owned. 

The list of the dead i.v long, that ot the 











UPDATE 









W.R. Chipped: He fouoo the situation overwhelming. He (eels that this may be the illlan Smith (teft) and Herman Gibb, 
biggest arsenic disaster in the world. Stressed population control as a long-term epIdemiotDgicdl studies to understand the re3i 
remedy 


ill is longer. 

At another level, .uncial rebiiunshrpK 
have come under siress. Those MiHcnng 
from sk i n ai Imenis caused by arsenic are 
being Lrealcd as unlouchabtca. Men and 
women are fmdi ng i t di Olcull to gel mar* 
ried. "Even grvtuales have lost their 
worth in the marriage market.’' lamcnied 
a woman in Jompukur. NaJea. 

On the other hand, the rale of 
desertion Is also rising. Affected 
women, with (heir childivn, are being 
abandoned by (heir husbands, iriey are 
forced to return lo Ihcir parenis' home, 
where they are nol aJwaywcIcomc. 

Job opportunities appwFk) be shrin* 
king, as few employers fjl'Vam to hire 
patients of a^^enic poisoning. Besides, 
the self'Cmployed are finding it difficult 
U) keep their enterpri^ies going because 
of physical disability, 

.Sushanta Ray of Jadavpur, a south 
Calcutta suburb. Iuls had to wind up his 
business. A finger on his right hand had 
to be ampulaied because erf ^ in carcino¬ 
ma caus^ by arsenic loascity. lie has 
gone blind in one eye and the vision in 
the other U also fading. What’s mure, 
the Slate Bank of India has sued him to 
recover a loan it had given for his 
business. 

The upshot of all this is (hat some are 
now beginning to ask for a scmMiuKe of 
social security. "Like the handicapped. 


we (00 should be given ccnificaKii to • Tw 
help us in getting jobs.* suggests Prudip led di 
Pal of Gr^ndapur village, 24*Pvga* on g 
nas(N). Pal clairru that, in his village, extrai 
nearly 200 people are suffering and ihai peria 
at IcM 25 tk (hem are in a critical state, (sumr 

Revol 

T he exact cause of This diabolical naiu* Stu 

ral phenomenon is still eluding of lh 
experts. The present undciManding is show 
(hat tfscnic compounds, leaching from (o50| 
an arsenic-rkh underground sedimciU 
lying along the course ^ the Ganges, art • The 
cofliairanjiing fresh water aquifers. And ter U 
this subterranean chemical change is side o 
believed to be iriggered 
hy heavy wiihdruwals of 
gruundwaier (or 

irrigation. 

The lbeuf> is still lenta- 
live, but circunbtantial 
evidence lends it a degree 
ofpUusibiIrty: 

Tottarea 

• OiK» (he first instances 

of comatninaiion were ' « 

reported in 1978. within a Tc«popt«lon 

deewfe after hi*bfeed 

varklks of rice, requi- AppradtnMpopuIttitf) 

nng large volumes of ihcmtegaramicrilM 

water for culUvttkn. sUnmwtMgiQn 

were introduced in (he " 

state. 


• Two. irrigation in five of (he six uffcc* 
led districts is predoniin;uitJy dependant 
on groundwater, which is waidonly 
extracted during (he lean Hebruary-May 
period, lo water unbroken fields of Boro 
(summer) paddy, a product of the Green 
Revolution. 

Studies conducted by S.P. Sinha Ray 
of the Central Grourid Water Board 
show that water levels dip by "almost M) 
(o 50 per cent” during these munihs 

• Three, the area irrigated by gruundwa* 
ter is far larger in the afTccted l^as 1 em 
side of the Ganges than on the western 


THE ARSENIC SCENARIO 
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UPDATE 


pact of the poisoning 


D.N. Cuhamamm^ar The problem is serious, he feels, arnj thinks that it has to 
be solved by keeping the Indian complexiUes in mind. Emphasises the need for 
general awareness 


plains, from where only a tew villages 
have rqktfted conuminalicm %o far. 
<Voplands in ihe nver'> wesi hank 
disUict*( are irrigaU'd mainly by surface 
wiitcr supplied ihnHjgh a nciwork <>f 
govcmmonl canals. 

The case cif Kurd wan is partKularly 
revealing SoraMinly2(lvillagcsmthis 
disirtcl have hven found to he affecled 
compared lu 131 in Murbhidubad. 75 in 
Malda, 70 in 24 ParganasfS), in 
Nadia and 50 m 24 Paiganas(N). 

And i1 may mu he merely coinciden¬ 
tal thal ihe tow level uf cuntaminalion in 
Burdwan corresponds to a relatively low 
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ttljK* lAAS 


use of gniundwaier. According to a 
Reserve Hank uf India puhlkalion. the 
Iota) area imgaied hy sh^k>w pumps in 
that JUirkU in J 9S8. was 1.79 lakh acres 
compared U* 2.90 lakh acres in Nadia. 
2.43 lakh acres in Murshidabad and 2.64 
lakh acres in 24 Pargan» (which, ai that 
time, was one districi). 

Since then, the ciploilai ion of ground* 
water reserves may have only iocrca.scd 
with the waier*gur.7ling Roru rke 
edging out less thirsty crops like wheal 
and pulsca. According to Ajit Narayan 
Basu. a fonner mem b er uf the stale plan¬ 
ning board, the avenge Boru producikm 
between the I972'77 and i9K5-W 
periods ruse hy a s-pcdacular 159 per 
cent, while wheat production k.'tuaJly 
fell by 25 percent. 

Ihc switch lo Boro has been promp¬ 
ted by its high pruBlabilily. According 
to Basu. its yield per acre is almost 7U 
per cent more (tan that of wheat, though 
its yield per unit of water is 400 per oait 
less than the latter. 

"It is unfortunale that no one thought 
of using the full potential v( wi vwn 
mouren by applying cuUurv specific 
technology.* says Dr B.C. Das. a rormer 
head of Indian Statistical Insiituie's 
<ISI> biometrk department Unda Pra* 
Santa Mahalaoobts. the (SI had prepared 
cUhorate growth mudels h&scd on gene* 
lie. eptdemiologicil and biotic factors. 


"But the guvcnimcnl ignored them and 
opted for alien rruidels,*' says Das. And 
Boro rke was jusi one of them. 




ow does one reach succour to the 
people’ lUperts feci that arsenic* 
free water must he made aviilahle 
without delay. The main thrust uf the 
state government's strategy is to bore 
deeper lube wells to lap uncontaniinalcd 
aquifers, Bui that soluliun may not he 
Itxdpruof. Many such tubcwelis sunk by 
the stale PHKD are xepoiling high arse* 
nk content after an initial safe pha.se. 

Shoko Oshikawa, an environmental 
analyst and activist of the Asia Arsenic 
Network from Japan, pointed to other 
means of gelling clean water. In sou- 
them Thailand, rain water, stored in 
tanks and reservenrs. has come to the 
rescue of 1,600 people suffering from 
arsenk contamination. 

On an average, West Bengal gets 
2.000 mm of rainfall every year. But 
much of it is wasted due to a lack of slo 
ring facility. 'Hie state also has 4.000 sq 
km of wetlands and waiertxidics which 
could be developed to meet pan ot the 
imgaiion and consumption needs. 

But is the government consiclcnng 
these options <^ous1y? • 
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A CD IS A CD 
IS A CD 




UNLESS IT IS A 
PADMINI CD. 



For us It is more than ultra refined cotertalnmcnt. Per 
us it is untapped potential, a growing opportunity. 

c:«cabli5hing Uself in piastics and ri?i\ Fadrruni ia divcmfying into CO. 

Another uvehin^t worldwide. Padmini couldn't have asked fur a hedei* uke-ofl 
in the Held of CO manufacturing. Keeping up ns leading iradiiion 
Padmini has bed up with ODME of the Netherlands. To manu^cture 
hi - tech Compact Discs (CD) 

ODME, Padmini's CD collaborator is none other than an ofhthoot of renowned 
Philips, of the Nctheriar)ds, Everybody krtows that Philips invenicd Compact 
Disc Hut little does anyone know that it was ODME under Philips who 
actually fired die shot! 

Und'j this coUabocaiion comes home, transfer of technical 
assistance, detailed documentation, guarantee and warranty loo. 

Padmini and CD. a sound tune in the making. 

padmini 

fpo|y^mers 

In coliabontion wlh 
ODME. the Nctterianda 
Cec*. Office . 240OkMi Indl Esat*'. 
niase 111. New • I )0 (CO 

■ctl OOec . 0782, New Friends Ci^ony. 

New Odlii-1101165 
Ach knd tfrtedyX^owinf loudly. 



student power 


The Pakistan-backed Taliban group calls the shots in Afghanistan 


like a dmwrung man. 
(he UN special repre* 
senuhve for Afghi' 
nisOD. Mahmood 
Mcstiri, is flailing 
around as I write this. 
Bui there is hnle 
doubt (hai (he second 
UN initiaiive lo restore peace lo war* 
ravaged Afghanbun ^ the fini in 1993 
had led to the stepping down of ihe for¬ 
mer President Najibullah ^ has fallen 
flat. In fact, the situa¬ 
tion today is far more omi¬ 
nous than at any other 
time. The mysterious 
Taliban. Afglm slu- 
denu, trained in Pakista¬ 
ni modriiku and since 
then equipped with latesi 
military weapons, is 
holding the country's 
future to raiuom. 

Having "conquered* a 
numbce of provinces on 
the way, the Taliban are 
at pr es ent at the gales to 
Kabul. They have 
already got out of de way 
Gulbudditi Hekmaiyar. 

There are conflicting 
reporu about why Hek- 
matyar. who beads Hezb- 
i-IsJami, bowed out 
without a Tight. 

Some say that he did nut want to iihoot 
afeJlow Pushtoon which is what (hcTalU 
ban are. Moreover, almost all Taliban 
arc Sunni Muslims which is what has 
infuriated Shia Iran. The other version is 
that Hebnatyar ha.s been bribed heavily 
to clear (be way for the so<aJled theolo¬ 
gical students 

A few m i les south of the Afghan capi¬ 
tal. the Taliban are demanding that Presi¬ 
dent Rabbani .should transfer power to 
them. They themselves refuse to Join the 
2S'memb^ interim council proposed by 
the UN . This council is to includcareprc- 
sentailve each from the ten Mujahideen 
groups (hat have been fighting with one 
another, while 15 other non-partisan and 
respectable Afghani, now Jivtng 


abroad, are m be hand-picked by ihe LTN 
(for which read (he US). A cousin of (he 
exiled King Zahir Sb^ is to he^ the 
council. 

Rabbani. who had earlier agreed to 
handing overpower to the proposed inte¬ 
rim council, has flatly rehtsed to do so 
now. He demands Ihn (he Taliban 
should firM join the interim council. 
They conlemFNuously refuse Ui cumf^y. 

What is more, even if (hey can be per¬ 
suaded 10 join, a much bigger difTicully 


are equipped with tanks and MiG air¬ 
craft. TIk question, iherefore. arises « 
(o how can studenis of Islamic theology 
become adept i n the use of sof^isticated 
weaponry. 

The aoKvrer is simple. Not only have 
some of the youngsters been given the 
requisite training. Pidiistan. helped by 
some Western NGOt. according u* 
Pakistani new^pers. has recniit^ all 
kinds of military men and adventurers 
who arc also masquerading as Taliban. 


rnviMMMtiM 

«l]r,th»T«lbw«« 


would arise. 7^ sole purpose of the inte¬ 
rim council is lo hold etaions whhin a 
shoit liine-fnane. The Taliban believe 
electioos tobc "un-lslamk** 

In short, the T^iban demand immcdi- 
aie handing over ol power (o them alone 
which means handing over Afghanistan 
(o Pakistan tw-anc^ theTal iban arc whol - 
ly financed, equipped araJ controlled by 
Palusunwl^hu often dreamed of gai¬ 
ning 'strategic depth" by controlling 
Afghanisian and perhaps areas beyond. 

Up to lias momenl. (he Taliban have 
not picked up a ligN with Rabbani and 
his commander-in<htef Ahmad Shah 
Masond. a legendary military leader. 
Bm (hey have boasted (hal they can (ike 
on Masood. if need be. In any case, they 


hmabManritwi 

aUMdta 

IWaMUirtMU, 

■--■ _ 

VMDOIVMvIK 


By getting rid of I Ickmotyar. Bena/ir 
Bhuilo may have pleased the Amcri- 
caru. She has also handed over su^iccts 
in the New York Wwld TpuJe Centre to 
the US and cracked down on drug lords 
who arc also being extradited to Ameri¬ 
ca. The US has so far kept quiet. But in 
Pakistan (here is understamlable fear 
chat the adventure in Afghanistan might 
'boomerang". 

The Afghan GcrKfil Dostum. control • 
ling the areas close to Uzbekistan, has 
threatened to declare Independence. 
One single clash involving the Taliban 
could lead 10 Afghanistan's division 
along ethnic lines. Pakistan's Pushtoon 
area cannot remain unaffected. A 
doubl&«lged $word cuts both ways. • 


. t 











POWER PLAY 


RAJIV SHUKLA 


•* * 


Hie challenges ahead 


Punjab chief minister Beant Singh has no real reason to feel secure 


Sardar Bcani 

Singh's govern- have bem eliminated hy (he vecnriiy for* hi m to crush mil itancy. Whai e ver hts cri- 
mem in Punjab ces. cenain militant groups like the tics might say. K. PS. Gil Mss till in One 
completed th^ Khalistan Commando Force (KCFt and shape, and along with second-Jevel otfi- 
years in ofTicc on some factions of (he Khalisun Lihere- cen^UkeS.S.ViTk. the Punjab Pul ice can 
19 February and is tion Force (KLF) are trying to stage a certainly ukc on the extremists. The 
celebrating the comeback. These gangs are being fun* burcauc^y at the Centre may have dif* 
occasion t^orgAni- ded by Pakistan so that they may sun ferent views, hut the chief minister muNl 
sing rallies in all iheir subversive activities all over again, put his foot down if any attempt is made 
the districts uf the to shift these olficers. 

state No doubt, the Beam Singh regime Recently, iagikep Singh, a well Recently, several lerronst groups had 
has been successful in controlling icrro* known lerronst. consumed cyanide pills met in Mussoun where a policy paper 
rism and peace in Punjab is becoming when the >^'uriiy forces cornered him. was presented outlining the sh^co* 
the talking point for ihe Indian govern* It was a major Mow fiv the KCI* and mings of the struggle in Punjab. It was 
mem abroad. Although certain people Pakistan. Now.thclnter'ScrvicesIntclIi' deci^d that the move nent ahould have 


Although most tsT Ihe eK(ivmi<1 gangs i security forces set-up (hut had helped 


hi m to cruiih mil itancy. What e ver hts cri¬ 
tics might say. K.P.S. Gill is siiJI in One 
shape, and along with second-level offi¬ 
cers 1 ike S.S. ViTk. the Punjab Pol ice can 
certainly ukc on the extremists. The 
burcauc^y at the Centre may have dif* 



r/y#. 


give credit to the police j r j 

rajofK.P.S.Gillforthii. W • MM 

no one can deny that 
the high-profile police I 
chief of the stale would 
h;ive been lo 
authohiy 
the cooperu- 
lion of the i 

But there arc many 
other challenges be fore 

the Congress govern* > #v 

in Punjab. In the * J. 

fourth year of his rule, 

Baini Singh niu*<t give a JHSaEm 

serious ilviught to (he Vj w 

charges corruption ... 

^rs ^Tnd Beaut Singh mitst take the inHiative to» 

MLA«^. Though ihc chief the compt troRi his Cabinet. If he can i 

orhir Shr^r,::;^ iraimson to lall for the sake of the govt 

thjt die people must fur* why can’t be take actien against coi 

nish c^scrcic evidence. It miaMftre? 

is unlikely dial anyone HMR»l«ra. 

will actually do so. 

Beam Singh himselfmusi take (he ini* gence (ISH. the notorious Ps^siani 
dative to weed out (he corrupt miniuers agency, has despttched Paramjit Singh 
from his Cabinet. If be can «end his PanjwadofihcKCFio India from Lat^ 
grandson to jail for (he sake of (he re to unite the terrorist groups. Although 
government, why can't he take action the miliums are yei to launch an uTfen- 
against his corrupt ministers? After all. sive in Punjab, (hey have already struck 


Bsaiit Singh initst take the inftiative to weed oet 
the corrupt from his Cabinet. If he can send his 
grandson to ]ail for the sake ot the government, 
wtiy can’t be take action against corrupt 

ministors? 


the CM should realise that all the 
achievements of bis regime will come to 
nought unless (he corrupt are punished. 

Yet another challenge before Beam 
Singh is the resurgence of terrorism. 


outside (te suie hy kidnapping the sun 
of fc^mer Unioa minister Ram Niwas 
Mirdha. 

In order to deal with this threat. Beant 
Sin^ must eeuin the sarrkc police and 


■ the accepubiliiy of the 
masseii and that their 
demands should be prscti* 
col. Questions about the 
leadership were also 
debated, 

The policy paper suys 
that it was wrong on the 
_ part of the militants to kill 

the families of Punjab 
. Police officials, who. it 
* claiink, were inidally sup- 

V: porting (he movement. 
^ This mistake should not 
I be repeated. the 
I document says. The poU- 
_ J appeals to 

Oli (he militant groups to 
fid hk change iheir attitude 
”7 WNvards *e Akali 
IfWIIty leaders. The document 
ipl admits that some of the 

^ militant leaders were on 

the wrong course and that 
is why it was relatively 
easy for Beam .Singh to cn»h 
the movement. 

Beant Singh will have to keep all 
these points In mind while dealing with 
ihe fresh challenge from the militaAts. 
Hts Other headache stems from the fact 
that the fragmented Akali Dal is toeing 
10 unite under one banner. But if Beam 
Singh remains as vigilant as be has been 
in the first three years, I am sure ihai he 
can meet these challenges. • 


MMDAVV-H Ul>Wi IfW 
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rolidcallw 
\n< is 

walking a 
ih^hirope as 
he tries to 
strike a 
balauee 
between the 
political 
ambitions of 
his wife and 
those of his 
two 

sons-in-law 



But M T. Rama Rao now finds it 
difficult to implement his prohibition 
policy and cheap rice scheme 


T 

he shadowy darkness over 

Road Number 13 at Banjara Hills in Hyderabad is broken 
by the glare ofheadlights as a white Ambassador car chugs 
up the road. 

It is 5 am. the hour when sundry b)eary*eyed bureaucrats 
and officials meet their boss for their daily briefing. This 
morning, however. N.T. Rama Rao is 'indisposed' and the 
pre-dawn briefing stands cancelled. Relief written all over 
their faces the bureaucrats head bock to their official cars 
grateful for the chance to grab a lew extra ;*x7.s. 

Despite his age and health—NTR sufl'ered a paralytic 
stroke in 1993—the Andhra Pradesh chief minister manages 
to pack in quite a schedule. After his pre-dawn meetings 
(many begin as early as 3 am) at his residence, he pops by the 
state secretarial. Anemoon is siesta time before a public 
dar^han at 3.30 pm. This is followed by more meetings with 
various delegations and people thronging to catbh a glimpse 
of the great lead^. Later in the evening, he usually admits one 
or both of his politician sons-in-law. And most days he is back 
in bed by 9 pm. 

Whether NTR sleeps well or not is not known. But there is 
enough to give the chief minister sleepless nights. On the 
personal front, his family remains ranged against his second 
wife. Lakshmi Parvathi. Politically, he is walking a tightrope 
as he tries to strike a balance between the political ambitions 
of his wife and those of his two sons-in-law, Chandrabahu 
Naidu and DrD. Venkataswar Rao. And, finally, he has 
promises to keep, starting with the implementation of his 
cheap rice scheme. 

Not only has NTR promised the people of his state 
subsidised rice at Rs 2-a-kg. he also promised to implement 
prohibition if the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) was voted to 
power. 












COVCR STORy 


The TDP ^wepl tht polh and on 15 
January. NTR imposed uual prohibition 
in Ihe state The promise didn’t come 
cheap. Having inherited a hankn^pc 
exchequer from Ihe Cuflgre«s*l^ 
Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy regime. prohiN* 
tion swill cost the government 27 percent 
of its total revenue box). 

The question nosv on everybody’s 
lips is: where is NTR going lo find the 
money lo t und such largesse? 

T he subsidised rice scheme is noi a 
new one. It wa.s introduced in the 
country in 1985 when NTR's Telugu 
Desam first cumc to power. 

Plush with victory and eager lo esta* 
bl i sh his c redcr uaK as a people' s leader, 
NI'R made several promises. Subsidi 
sed rice ai Rs 2*a'kilo was om. Then 
there was ihc Jama housing scheme that 
provided close lu seven lakh pucca 
iKXises to the poor. The janui sari and 
dhoti scheme round^ off the 
niti’kupda'nmkaan (food, clothing and 
housing) theme and made NTR a legend 
in his life. 

Some of his earlier plans flopped. In 
198X he launched a mid*day meal sche* 
me that never really took off. He also 
spoke of building toilets fur women and 
wash stands for dhobis in rural areas, hul 
those too remained blueprints on paper. 



VlJaya lliMkm IMtfy: handing 
ovnr a tenkn pt stata la WTII 


This lime around NTR was not a.s 
generous. 

Besides his rice scheme, the TDP 
chief had nmhing to offer. What was 
new. however. wa.s his promise of touJ 
prohibition hufring toddy, which i» 
consumed as a health ^nk. 

Cnticsof pruhilwiion quest ion the wis* 
dom of imposi ng it i n cities.' I can under* 
stand a han on country liquor.” says an 


executive with a liquor company. ’’But 
banning Indian-Made Foreign Liquor is 
sheer stupidity. All that it does is give 
corrupt officials the chance lu make 
money.' 

Disagrees Professor K. Ramakrishna 
Rao, vice-chairman of the Andhra 
Pradesh State Planning Board. "Urban 
areas have poor people too, so it is use¬ 
less to say prohibition diould have been 
enforced in rural areas only. In any case, 
our feedback is extremely positive and 
for the first time, wonum actually have 
money to spare." 

If pruhihitiim is so much in demunJ. 
why didn't NTR implcmeni ii from 
1983 to 1989. when his government wys 
in power? "Prohibition can succeed only 
if Ihe demand comes from the people, (t 
has to he a grassroots move meni and thi s 
movement really took root in the stale 
only last year.' argues Ramakrishna Rau. 

T he rice wheme was fonnally laun¬ 
ched on New Year’s Day, less than a 
month after NTR look the oath of office 
on 12 December, 1994. at the astro logi¬ 
cally fortuitous hour of 12.Q I pm. 

Ever since, the government has been 
providing subsidised ncc at Ks 2-a-kg to 
poor families. Each family member is 
eniitJciJ to five kg of rice per month hul 


Empty coffers 

The TDP decides to go ahead with its popidist schemes 

despite dte financial crunch 


T en days after it took over from the 
Congreu-led Vijaya Bhaskan 
Reddy government, the new finaftce 
minister Qtandnbabu Natdu issued 
a Wbke Paper on the financial 
position of the state, 

According to this documenL the 
TDPgovernment inbrnted a 
bankrupt exchequer fh>m the 
previous re^riK. 

The White Piqxr runs the state's 
own revenue ro^pa from such 
sources as ndca tax. state excite, 
motca v^ielestax and krtd revenue 
at Rs 4.635.62 crore In addilioo. the 
MaterecetTetdavolutkontasishwa . 
of income tax and IMon ex 4 ar 
duties from the Oovmnent of ladia. * 


It also receives plan assistance from 
the Planning Commission, grants 
and loons under ccntnlly-sponeofed 
schemes and grants und^ the 
calamity relief fund. Finally, the 
state i s also assisted by exttm^ 
agencies ihroogK the central 
government as well as honovinp 
the open market. 

The total revenue reempts ihuaadd. 
up to Rs 7,757.26 cfore. Add the 
vanous loaDiibe governm en t has 
taken aod dda figure urorics out to Rs 
9789.41 crore. 

The major heme of noe-plan 
expenditufe. qn the other hand, 
include to govenunem 
emp4oyeei (lU 4,901. 75 ctocek . 


rapaymeni of interest and pn ocipal 
(Rs l.256.37croce and Rs 299.89 
crore respcciivdy) and education 
(Rs 1.611.42 c rore). This adds up to 
R$ 9.797.62 crow. 

The expenditure on employees, 
howevw, does not include the 
* imourtt spent on d>e 53,205 
emjdoyees in municipal 
cof^raiions. municipaliiies and 
urbtfi developiMt authorities on 
whoroanaddiuonaiRs 120.57 crore 
is spent and (be 2.96 lakh employees 
in various public sector undertaJdhga 
on whom the govemmeni spends 
another Rs 1,5.31 crert. •. 

The TDP regime has taken note of 
ibe increase in the numte of 
government employee»‘frDm 
1984-85 to die preaenl year. resulting 
io a 76.98 per cent fhein government 
expenditure. Naldu’s paper also 
notes that univmrie#, local bodies 
and puMic sector uodertaUnga have 
alto taken to appototlng a large 
number of pec^e on a daily wage 




COVER STORY 


no rami I y can get more ihaa 25 kg a 
month. 

As of new, there axe one crore fanti* 
lies^or 70 per cent of the Male's popo* 
laiion — that qualify for ihc rice sche¬ 
me. Since the price of rice through the 
public (lislKbuiion system is between Rs 
6.50 and Rs 7 per kg, the state has to 
make good the tMlance of Rs 5 per kg. 

'There is a strong and justified feeling 
that u large number of the people cur¬ 
rently receiving subsidised rice are well 
above those who genuinely qualify for 
It." says Professor Rao. 'There simply 
cannot be more than 40 per cent of the 
|x>pulHiion who live bchw the poverty 
line. We will have to make a re^vses* 
sment of ihsise who genuinely qualify 
* for the wh itc rati on cord" 

Rao denies thur the hce subsidy is a 
populis; !>chcme. "It is the fundamental 
responsibility of (he state to provide for 


the bask necessities of iu peop^^ 
argues Rao. There can be no develop 
ment worthy of (he name if there is rto 
accompanying Improvement in the 
human cot^lions.” 

Rao, however, is only too aware of 
the prohkms in impkmeniing the sche¬ 
me. At one level (here are problems i^ 
procurement, and although the TPP 
jiiivemment is confident of procuring 
adequate foodgrains to feed itv people, 
there is some apprehension about a drop 
in paddy production that could lead to a 
sht^age if noe. 

T 'wn ihm* is the problem of identi* 
Tying those who genuinely qualify 
for (he scheme. The government has 
been talking about bogus' ration cards 
and although MTR and his finance 
minister. Chandrababu Naidu. have 
recenily become silent on the issue — 





basts to avoid the hassles of seeking 
sanction. These emfrfoym 
are eventually regularised causing an 
ad^donal burden on the state 
exchequer. 

This state ofaf&in has been ' 
brought to the notice of the pay 
revisictt cocnmwionBr and a 

committee haa bnen ^ipoioted under 
the chaimtonshfp of fomer secrettry 
to the Goverruneot of India, fi.e 
Gangt^odhayay. The pay revision 
commissioner hu reconunended 
sucheuMrity cneasuiesaareductios 
in house rent allowBKe (HRA) md 


the dekbon of dearness allowance 
on special pay. However, following 
an agituhonby* dw em^rorees. the 
goverrmm was forced (0 backtrack 
and restore the KRA. 

Meanwhile. Ok linMe 
dty nWi k ttt haa hWredpced 
le|^d<tkwiD|«tvqgT)oi!fa^ • 
ia order to kMp 0 

check on eatpenreo. hhts lauructed 
corporadOBS not 10 pay bcmis 
without price peratiWon fm the 
finance QBpHtiMt 
The total d^ of the Hare 0 on 31 
March l 0 t year is Ra U.Moore, 


prrkiably with an eye to the fiwthcoming 

g lo the various local bodies — 
I be link doubt ihat paring 
sheer numbers that qualify for 
e is on urgent priority of the 
govemmenL 

According to Professor Rao. there is a 
serious move to raise the poverty line 
from Rs 6,000 to Rs 7.500. NTR. 
hovrever. told Sunday that his govern¬ 
ment has yet to take a decision on this 
(ste intfmew). Clearly, however, the 
chief minister cannot ruisc the price of 
subsidised rke from Rs 2-a'kg to even 
Rs 2.05-a-kg. What he will do, instead, 
is raise the poverty kvel so as to disquali¬ 
fy a substantial number of people from 
the scheme. 

Quoting informal estimates, Profes¬ 
sor Rao says there arv 20-30 lakh 'ghost* 
cards, which are being ur^cd by unscrupu¬ 
lous deafen to exploit the scheme for 
their pcrsoftol gain. "There can he no 
more than 501 akh fam i I ie.s who genui ne - 
ly qualify to receive subsidised rice," he 
says, 'll is necessary to develop objec¬ 
tive criteria for identifying the genuine¬ 
ly poor and strictly adhc re to them wh i le 
issuing the while cords." 

Frnally, there is the administrative 
problem of streamlining the distribution 
system to ensure that the hcc actually 
gets to the people 


By the end of March this year it is 
expected to reach Rs 144^06 crore. 

Yet, despite the precarious 
flnaodal potion, the TOP is 
determioed to go ahead with the Ra 
2'ft-kg rke scheme and total 
prohibition. It ndmates that the rice 
subeUy will cost the exchequer Rs 
1, U 5 crore. In case tbe issue price of 
rice goes uptoRs 60 per quintal, 0 is 
wtd^ OBtici paie^ ibt cost of 
subodisiog rice will go up to Rs 
1.265 crore. Moreover, ihe loss of 
revenue on accoum of pn^bitioo is 
estimated to be R$ I.W. 36 crore. 

*NoiwtthstBDding (he e x tremdy 
■hon e finandil situation inherit^ 
by g overnm en t, (be govenkmeni 
la cooHtdtted to im^ementing Its 
electoral pledges* ooociodes 
Nalda's report adding vaguely that 
efforts towards this endeavour will 
iDChxk reamicturiag of the taxation 
lyssent fugging lo^oles and 
privatisation of pubJlcenrbfprise. • 
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Vte Telugu Desom remains f/n*s personalfi^dom 

A Me fovemment iwenw I RniMM^refantocaDbenetf. 

Moffki«l*tuflied-AtiiiiUBer ShewttsnvwoiIyiBWTiedioe 


MuR Kiel ^turned-Alin super 
lUrMMd^iticiia. Niodunai 
Tvike Remi Rto nevernade «iy 
bonei about (he fact M bii TW wea 
vary nuch a family afTalr. 

Behatf madeoae abortlva actempt 
aemoitt bia adn, 6atekiitea» bit 
poiMi hetr<'D m au>ve bacfcAiad 
aod die 100 in any caae jus dkto't 
tave it bi him to make it la a 
politkHan. 

Other MMU have Aiited with 
polltici. but only briefly. One modea 
docufOMiBfy Aim on hNH't ooater 
in I9M. AnochertookHupon 
himaOlf to drive hit Qudtanya 
Rtiham duria| dccdon campii|ns. 
Todoy. aU of them are Annly 
enttwclMd in managing the varioui 
family bu&ioeu iniereiu. 

The tonS'Uhlaw were another 
matter. 

Two of them have made no tecrei 
of their poittical ambition and sec up 
power centres of thd r own. 
Chandrababu Naidu cootcated 
on a Congress dcfcet againii the 
Telufu Detain in the 1983 electkws. 
Within two weeks of the TDP'I 
coming to power, he joined the party 
—much agaiost die wishes of io 
general council which had 
unanimously rejected Ms appUcmion. 

The other aon>in-law. Dr 
DaggMOi VcakateswarRao, lacka 
OiandrabM’i poiMcalacomen and 
public relations skills. Currently, be 
is the leader of dw TDP 
Pailianentao'{^Ry nd ^Mnds 
more time n DalM than in 
Hyderab^ 

'Despite its being a family affair, 
the TDP was like a four>leg^ 
chair,* says a p«ty member. 

"Eariier. NTR and his two 
sons-in-law accounted for three legs 
of die chair, leaving the founb to 
other leaders like P. UpMra and 
Rcnuka Choudbary. Now with hu 
marriage, it has bacorae a family 
affair all the way* 

Not much is known about NTR*s 
second wl fe. Lakshidl^PlttvatM. or 
Mrs Ntndtmuri LaJcshoii Parvaihi 


RkIi aa M prafen to call berwlf. 

She was pravioQily nanied 10 a 
Harlkaiha aitistei VeoagandhaB 
Venkasa SubbaRao, and haa a aoB by 

hi m 

KTIt'i Am wilh, Ba«va 
TanknoAdMoifciDceria 1984. 
The affair wHhUlofaBd PwvafU 
began soon Mr. la 1989, M and 


her bustoamiwera very iwcb apart , 
the TDP I aioerion And la 

Dacembefl991.NT1lpuUidy ..V 
io&iiduoed beris hli ^tui* who 
wanied 10 write Ml Mogn^hy, 

The story thatabe Was fiviiig with 
blffl waa Arsi scooped by dia 
Congreai^wnad Deccm eVonide: 

It was. prediciatdy, denied. 

But on 10 Septente 1993. la 
Tinipid, NTR ADOunced towards 
die M of a public teetkm 
oelMadiig the 10l3day run ofhis 
Aim. Mafor Cbaad>akdnrii, that be 



During the election 
campaign, Lakshmi 
IVvadii travelled with 
NTR on die Chaitanya 
Ratham.Now^e 
openly meets public 
delegations and bri^ 
tojH^mking 
bur^ucrats 


wmsoingiomanyLtkabm 
ParvmhL The fkoDly reacted wUb 
oignfa. 

Accordim ID M 

OiandrMbu anangad for LakshiM 
Parvadd to be kiAi^iped and taken 
away to Bangalore. mR reacted by 
goMg cn a fast for three days and ^ 
dmSening to disown hli ^I^en 
and disband the Telugu Deum.Tlre 
cMIM) had to relent 

Yet My are te from reconciled 
toManawwifa. , 

Ai the marriage o^NTR*s 
grenddaugblcr—dwfbter of Ml 
second aon. Saikriahrig*--NTR waa 
told ifi no mcnaki teripi thasM wu 
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wctattse 10 be pcMeoc«the 
caeaooy provided be kO Lakshmi 
Piradii Mime. He wem without 
her. 

Deipile ihJi. be remaioi 
ufldMiffed frompranodoi his wife. 
MfrcaRy. ibo fuDctiooe e his eyes 
addeeri. Duriog the election 
canpeigo she travelled with him oo 
iheC^eMftyi iUthim. often 
prdmpdog him when his memory 
fmbd. Now the openly meeu public 
dekgMions md briefs (pranking 
bupaiirratii on whM (heir priorities 
ibduUbe. 

Ibe has alio been appointed the 
cbMrperaoa of the Nandamuri 
Braava Tmka Rama Rao Slemorial 
Caftccc Foundation to be set up in 
nMmory of KTR's first wife in 
cottibc^on with the Sloinc 
Kettering Memorial Hospital in New 
Yoric. 

Cbuidrababu ostensibly holds (he 
all*lmpo(tin( finance portfolio. But 
(WO days after the portfolios were 
annouDcedon 17 December NTR 
dedarsd through a government 
flodfrattioQ diat be was taking 
plaClng away from his finance 
minister and retaining it for himself. 
At a meeting in V l>ayawada. 
Lakihmi Parvathi tried to explain 
(his decision. *We had wam^ to 
give Chandrababu the agrkul tore 
portfolio. When he refused, we 
decided to give him finance. Why 
should he complain I f we keep 
F^aotiing for CMnelveiT* 

Of course. Lakshmi Parvadu 
denied making the suiement and has 
since then tried to adopt a tower 
pcofDe. 

Rumouris rife that she wilt now be 
Jte TW's <^>ciaJ candidate for the 
^ekkati by-electim from where 
NTR has M^ped down, The CM 
himaelf is not willing to confirm this 
saying i^tshe U fm to do whatever 
she wishes. But if NTR-waujKrs are 
to be believed, he will ordsestrate a 
great show republic support for tbe 
' candtdaforeofhls wife aod then 
. annoinKethM be is giving her a ticket 
lAOcdectobowtoihB 'peopk'a 
Wkdtea'. 

Already, the queue outside 
LMishmi Pwadii's door at her Road 
Nmt^ 13 Baidm Hills (taidenoe 
la Rowing alarmingly tong. • 


The TDP government is considering 
empowering the people at the gram /hm- 
choxw level to administer the rice sche* 
me. In one stroke it willalsu pin responsi' 
biliry on the village panchayais to ensu¬ 
re that the scheme is noi misused. 

The stale govemmeni now is toying 
with the idea of Unking the subsidised 
rice scheme to such issues ns education 
and public health. Andhra Prwlesh has a 
literacy level of about 50 per cent. Says 


* did not win because of the rice 
sche me. ” says deputy leadei of the Jana¬ 
ta Dal in (he RajyaSabha. Jaipal Reddy. 
The result in Andhra Pradesh became 
possible primarily on w:counl of (he 
shift in allegiance of certain social 
groups away from the Congress and to 
the TDP." 

TradicionaJly. the Congress in 
AruBva Pradesh has eA>oyed (he suppori 
erf what Reddy calls a Grand Social Alii- 



KlKs greatest weakness is that he cannot 
tolerate competition. Both P. Upendra Geft) 
and Renuka Choudhary were thrown out of 
the party when they started building a base 
of their own in the state 


Professor Rao. *11)e scheme can be used 
4s an incentive to motivate people to 
becoming literate, to send their children 
to school, to practise family planning 
and to Immunise their children." 

None irf these riders were mentioned 
duiing (he dcction campaign, however. 
And there is some apprdiensirm that the 
1 DP government may do away with 
ihem if it comes under criticism that i* is 
trying to wriggle out of its pol I promises. 

W hile conventional wisdom has it 
that the TDP's sweejung victory is 
attributable to the rdtabiiitation of the 
rice scheme coupled with the promise of 
total prohibition, the stete's political 
watchers sound a dirfereni note. 


ance <rf backward castes, minorities and ' 
Scheduled Castes and Tribes. 

In 1983. NTR came to power with (he 
support of the middle class and upper 
castes that had lumetl hostile to the 
Congress in 1977 and remained opposed 
to it. Moreover, in 1983 the Congress 
lost one section of the Grand .Social Alli¬ 
ance —the backward castes—that deci • 
ded to throw its lot with the TDP instead. 

Throughout the .seven-year regime of 
NTR, the rest of (he alliance remained 
solidly behind the Congress, despite the 
chief minister's rice and housing sche¬ 
mes of which (be main hcncficiurus 
were the Scheduled Castes. 

In 1989, NTR was thrown out <rf offi¬ 
ce because of the dixenchantmcni hy the 
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GENERATING FUNDS 


I Hffw NTR plans to finance 
\ his cheap rice scheme 

■ Th« Planning Commltsion 
has agreed to enhance the 
plan outlay for Andhra 
Pradeth by R$ 1,000 crora. Of 
this, the Centre will contribute 
Ra 750 crore while the state 
government will have to raise 
thereat. 

■ The state government has 
I taken a loan of Rs 400 crore 

from Peerless Finance 
Limited. 

■ The government has 
stopped the sale of rice at Rs 
6. $0-a 'kg from fair price 
shops. 

8 The state government has 
announced a number of 
measures to cut expenditure. 
These Include the freezing of 
loans to government 
employees. The chief minister 
himself draws a token salary 
and uses his own car. 

■ In order to collect more 
revenue, the government has 
increased property 
registration fees and motor 
vehicle taxes. 

B The TOP regime has taken a 
decision to privatise sick, 
state-owned industries. 

■ NTR has made a 
representation before the 
Centre saying that it should 
reimburse 50 per cent of the 
losses the state willlncur due 
to prohibition. 


cUvscs ihm vaw him an ^rro* 
gani superpower, a Idw unio himself. 
This lime around uh>. ihc middle classes 
huve remained ugainsi NTK. hui uno* 
I her, nv)re significani scciiun of the 
Congress supporters shifted allegiance. 
enmawr. 



rule goi coo hoi to hajxUe. Uie chief 
minii^ier simply goi out of rhe situation 
by denying (har he had e.ver made the 
suiemenl. 

In the evem BaJayya never made it as 
a politician but remains a fairly popular 
film sur. NTR's six recnaining sons too 
remain estranged from politics and 
handle his various propertien and busi¬ 
ness interests. 

There were brief flirtations with poli¬ 
tics. One of his sons, Harikrishna whs 
entrusted with the role of driving NTR's 
Cliaiianya Ratham during election cam¬ 
paigns. He ha.s now fallen out of favour 
with hU faiha over the issue of his 
second marriaee and is concentrating on 


Muslims account for nine percent of 
the Slate's pc^Uiion. Untd>le to fiirgive 
the Centre for allowing the Babri Masjid 
to be demolished they voted whole¬ 
heartedly for the TC^. In addition, a 
size^e section of the Scheduled Castes 
have finally decided to hack NTR. They 
feel betrayed by the Congiesa that ha» 
done nothing spectacular for them des¬ 
pite their consistent suppon, 

"NTR won because of three a'r.nns." 
analyses Reddy. "There was the conti¬ 
nued alienation of the OBCs. a shift in 
the .Muslim vote and. finally, a drift in 
the Scheduled Caste vote .* 

Former finance and power minister in 
the Congress govemincnt K, Rosaiah 
also dismisses the importance given to 
the rke scheme in the TDP victory, "If 
subsidised rice was emtugh to make 
people vote for the TOP. why did NTK 
lose in IVHV when he made the same pni- 
misc^hcasks. 

Rosaiah believes dw Congrc.vs defeat 
was u result of many factors: improper 
vcleslion of carMJidaies. infighting 
within The party and the Ims of Muslim 
suppon 

"In the last days tif the TDP govern- 
nicni m 1^9 itself (he stale government 
w as hegi nn i ng to fi nd it difficu 1 1 u» coni i- 
nue providing suhsidiscd hcc Prices 
have shot up sirKC then. ' says R«»s;iiah 
"I am iRit saying (hat he cannot imfdc- 
mcni the schc me. I am only say mg that i I 
1 % very difficult for any govern incni in 
power to implement such j scheme." 

NTR's critics suy he has already 
begun trying to get out of the wheme by 
raising the p(»vcrty line hy Ks 1.500. 
District citll^nixs have apparently been 
advised to weed «>ui 55 to 40 per cent of 
all cards lo reduce the burden on the 
.stale exchequer. 

N TR. of course. a*mains master of 
the game of backtracking. It has 
long been his style to make radi promi¬ 
ses and siatemenfs and. when these turn 
out to be totally onfcasihle. simply deny 
that he hod ma^ them In ihc first place. 

In I9R7 he had appointed his son, 
Balakrishna — called Balayya by hK 
loving father —his political heir 

At a public meeting in MadanapeUeat 
Chiuour district he announced grandly. | 
"If anyone can beat me in popularity, it 
is our Balayya. He has dre^y done bet¬ 
ter than 1 have in films And as a father, 1 
leel It is my/ privilege and pleasure to 
dedicate hi m to the scrv ice of society." 

However, when the criticism thai 
NTR was trying lo establish dynastic 


his hotel msicad. 

Another son. Mohunkrishna made a 
pnipaganda documentary on his father's 
ouster from power in 19k4. He loo has 
withdrawn from the political arena am! 
is now concentrating on his career as a 
cinematographer. 

Two of NTR's four stms-in-law. 
remain firmly entrenched in Ihc TDP — 
the entry of Lxkshmi Parvuth^ 
notwithstanding. 

ft is mi secret that soos-in-law Daggu- 
baiti Venkateswar Rao and Chandraba- 
bu Naidu hate each other. Before NTR's 
marriage each acted as a power echtre ib 
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his own right, despite (he TOP leader's 
assertion (hai There is no number two 
position in his party. 

(fl October 1993. NTR Jwcked his 
family by announcing his second marria¬ 
ge He c loi me4 tbiM he was bci ng neglec¬ 
ted by his II children and had beciiine 
quite lonely. Sources close to the famil). 
however, say that there is no basis to this 
complaint. Even afler becoming chief 
miniMcr he would personally select hjs 
children’s clothes — right down lu their 
sucks and despite the fact that some of 
them have become grandparents. 

B ut while his personal life continues 
to F^ovide non-stop emenainmeni 


Iasi minuie. And I couldn't very Si^(Tol- 
low him all over (he sUtte to out 
from where he was contesting.* kays* 
Choodhary. In any event, most of the 22 
candidates of her hastily set-up TDP*2 
losi their cleposiis and only (wo (inclu¬ 
ding OmiAary herself) coukl win. 

One version, however, has ii that 
when Choodhary saw the sort of respon¬ 
se NTR was getting, she decided lo take 
it easy. Moreover, the Congress support 
on which she was banking on was far 
from coming with Vijaya Bhaskara 
Reddy firmly opposed to supponmg her 
even indirectly — he has to forgive 
her for opposing him in the 1993 
Panyam by*eleciion And in her very 


W{ 




to Ihc people of Andhra Pradesh, ii 
would V a mistake to dismivs NTR as 
the ringleader of a circus. The Tclugu 
Desam boss has such u wiile following 
chai even his harshcsi cntics dare not 
lake him on openly. 

b'orroef TDP Rajya Sabha member 
Renuka ClKwdhory. wh<i tus nIucc Kvn 
eiipcllcd frtmi the party Rk refusing ti> 
apologise to Lukshini Parvaihi for the 
many insults she had heaped upon her. 
had sworn in take N1*R on from whi¬ 
chever constituency he stood. Her chal¬ 
lenge went flat. 

'NTR didn't declare his seat unul the 


It has long been 
NTli’s style to 
make rash 
promises and 
statements 
and, when 
these turn out 
to be totally 
unfeasible, 
simply deny 
that he had 
made them in 
the first place 


first puMic meeting ai Kurnnol. she was 
literally chased oul with 14 or IS other 
supporters being beaten up by NTR’s 
admircrN. 

Uliimaiel). I he TDP revolves around 
the enduring chansma of ils sole Mar. 
N.T. Rama Ruo. Everybody else 
icmaiiis a said I lie. And anyone who has 
ever left the pun> h:»s been rcicgalcd to 
Ihc dustbin of hiMory. 

NTR‘s basic weakness is that he can- 
mu Kilcrjie svimpdiiioii. In 1902. he 
threw P. iipcndm oui of the party, 
witboui even serving him with u show - 
cause muice. on the flimsv excuse ihai 


he was enctwraging defections. In 
reality, NTR had slarted hebeving ihui 
Upendra was grow ing too chne to V.P. 
*Singh and was not projecting him 
enough in national politics. 

Earlier, in 1991. he had stripped B. 
Vijaykumor Raju from the leadership r»l 
the Telugu Desam Parliamentaiy Party 
when he saw (hat he was developing u 
ba.se of his own. Ruju suhsequcnily split 
the TDP by walking out with six MPs 
and joined (he Congress. l*hc same fate 
awaited M. Padmanabhan. wlm was 
denied a scctmd term as leader of the 
ParUamemary Party. He too quit the 
party to join the Congress. 

'He wants to he surrounded hy only 
ycK-mcn and sycophants.' says n former 
TDP menthcr. "He is rvM*ni(ul o( even 
his own sons-m-law." 

I n the ongoing pc^wer struggle within 
the family. I>r Vonkmeswar Ruo has 
decided to ostensibly suppofl l.Hkshiiii 
Parvaihi Ki»we\cr, ihai move could 
hack n re as h i s suppi mci.- have i k i w ilcc i * 
ded 10 approach the hoss'wile diruuily, 
eircumvcniing DagguKuit aliogetlier. 

ChanJrahabo. meanwhile. a>nlimx*s 
to nurture his have from Hvck'rahad He 
has been rekindling hopes of eapiining 
powei at the Coni re inhts lalher-in*law. 
It isChandrab.ibu’sgameplun to involve 
NTR with visions of a glorious lulure m 
New Delhi so that the CM uiul his wife 
leave mailers ol the stale lo him 
Those w ho’ v e been c li>scl y ohsc rv j ng 
NTR say the old nun is giaduully l(»sing 
his mental faculties At pi css conferen¬ 
ces he needs cojisum prompt mg hy tme 
of his sons-iri luw. The same is true at 
Cabinet mecioigs. w'hcr^* the chief 
mmisicr often becoiiKs incoherent or 
tends (o forget ibe inosi hasre lads. 

But, says, P fipcndia. "Don’t unde- 
restimale him. He is a very determined 
man arnl despite ev eiything, has a |oi o| 
Mamina' 

The shiiwman could be lacing his 
final act. based with problems at home 
and m the stale, be will have to give his 
fincsi pcriornunce to date 
And in this will lie Ihe key to ihe 
Tclugu Dcsjiirrs I mure The slate 
government's performance w ill *k*ierim- 
nc whcibcr the puny will vsinimiic lo 
ncuin its old magic oi ik'gcnciaic inio a 
family snapopci.i. 

Either way, tlw iJcopIc <»f AnJIua 
Pradesh are assured of .i line siviw m ihc 
ntiinths uu'oroo • 
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I am, after all 
a politician" 




Qt The PHmc Minuter has exprosed appr«- 
hduions about competitive populism. Now 
all the parlies are promislhg subsidised food 
as pan of Ihdr campaigns. 

A: rii lell you fninkJy. in 1983 when we starled 
<giving subsidised rice) they thought it was a 
populist scheme. But over time, it became essen* 
II al, a very, very imponani scheme for the poorer 
sections ol society. 

These are services that the govemmeni has to 
do. It is the bounden duty of tht govemmeni 
They can' 1 simply walk away htun it by saying it 
M a populist scheme. 


Q: Even affluent soclettea can't reaUy afford 
being wetfare slates... 

A: But even they are gi ving subsidies to the poor 
for fool Even a poor man can live cheaply. Thai 
should be (he contribution of a democracy 
rule for the people and through ^ peopic. 


Q: Allhoagh you have reiterated that you will 
not raise the price of subsidlaed rice* Isn't 
your government backtracking by talking 


N. T Rama Rao speaks about his populist schemes but refuses to 

divulge his future plans 


Q; Were any concrele assurances made to 
you? 

A: The govemmeni has given Rs 750 crore ss 
central assisunce and I am left with Rs 250 crore 
to manage. 

Q: How exactly do you plan to do this? 

A: 1 have my own wayv of doing so. Once I have 
planned a scheme I must ^ also that it becomes 
successful. 


iher it is for this scheme or that scheme. It also 
doesn't matter which govemmeni gives it. Now 
it is dedicated to the people—for the poorer sec¬ 
tion of the society and tlK ladies. And for the far¬ 
mers also. So totally it (the Centre) ha^ accepted 
the spim of my government. 


Q: Will you be raising taxes? 

A: There is no need. We will just plug the 
existing loopholes. 


"The 
National 
Front failed 
on account 
of the 
deceit and 
the 

treachery 
of certain 
selfish 
politicians" 


The Andhra Fradrsh chuf rntnist^r begins his 
day when it is siiH dark — ai 3 am to be pretise. 
That is wAen he summons those who want an' 
audiente with him — indusfriatisfs. buream rois 
andjourTtaiists included. 

On the morning when SvNOAVwas scheduled 
to meet Him. N.T, Rama Rao mos 'indisposed'. 
The interviews was rescheduled for 3.30 pm in 
the afternoon ^ the lime of daily public 
darslun. 

After a close to three-hour n-ail. the CM final- 
ty summoned this correspondent. Bui when the 
(fuestions shifted to his wifi, letkshmi Parvathi. 
the interview ended abruptly wish STR grum- 
bling angrily sn Telugu to hii aides. Bx^rptx 
from the interview: 

Sc/nday: Are.you happy with your recently- 
concluded visit to Delhi? 

N.T. Rama Rao: It was first class and 1 am so 
thankful. 

Q: Dock the inemse in plan outlay by Rs 
1,000 crore mean that the Centre has accep¬ 
ted your cheap rke scheme? 

A: I got some money and i\ doesn’t matter whe- 
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Q: W hit role do you anticipote for Mn 14iksh 
ml rimlhi? 

A: ll is for her to decide 1 leave it to her. 


Q: la she roAy os powerful as U made out 
to be? Your critics say she interferes a lol. 

A: I know her io the extent ihui she is my wife. 


Okay, that is all. Thank you. (Smds up tind trr 
minaifs tht inien>ifw.) • 


about weeding out bopux ration cards and mf* 
sing the poverty Hoc from Rs 6.000 to As 
7,500? 

A: Wc have not taken any decision no this. 

Q: Can your itovernmenl afford to feed 70 ytr 
cent of its population subsidised rice? 

A: You ask yourself this qucsiion. Jr.70 per cent 
do noi have food then it is the tesult of our 
selfishneSsS. 

Q: Do you see any contradiction between 
your government's commitment to privatisa¬ 
tion and its functionliig as a welfare stale? 

A: Our government’s vision of privatisation i.sio 
retain all human services while giving ail the 
business dciivity to individuals. We are not here 
to take all the business activity and forget about 
the peopte. I am keeping welfare schemes and 
giving business schemes to the private people. 

Q: Already, there are auctions of wrong¬ 
doing with the signing of 23 memoranda of 
understanding <MoUs) to aet up private 
power plants. 

A: No. no. no. An MoU is like a^^licaiion. 
The government will scrutinise all MoUs and 
finally select the pe^le who can cany out the 
programmes. Only then will the leti^ of intent 
be issued. 

Qi Do you plan to revive the National Front? 
At one point you were talking about setting 
up a Bharat Oeaim. 


"Our 

government’s 
vision of 
privatisation 
is to retain 
all human 
services 
while 
giving all 
the 

business 
activity to 
individuals" 


A: tt^ugh) Ummm. I hi*ve my own plans 
which I will not tell you. I am. after all. a politici* 
an, 1 will reveal everything at the right moment. 

Q: Are you talking to anybody about 11? 

A: All are my friends. 

Q: Why did the National Front fall? 

A: On account of the deceit and the treachery of 
cenain aclHsh politicians ..It did not fail as a 
formula. 

Q: Who are thew polllklans? 

A: It is nc^ my purpose lo name names. You put 
your hand on your heart then you’ll get the right 
answer. We are noi here to accu se anyone. I have 
to inspire alt my brothers and sisters to come for¬ 
ward, hand in hand, fur the beiiermaii of the 
country. 


Bsaess the hiture of the 








SHOULD DOCTO 



This question is being 
\ debated in the capital 
following the agitation 
at the All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences 


Upside, Pa/asrtin. who lu$ 
travelled three houn fron 
his village in Haryana, 
begins a patient wait for 
ihe ncM day. His 
I I'yeaT'Old son, Reju. is sufrehng from 
cancer and needs urgent chemothempy 
but Ihe outpatient department (OPD) 
has closed one hour before the schedu* 
led lime. Since Raju is too weak to make 
the journey home and back. Pansram 
decides to spend the night on the pave* 
men I, and get in early (he neat day. 

It is a cold night. But there are others 
ttt) who are huddled up outside the All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS)—the country's premier hospi* 
lal tor patient care, research and 
teaching—'in New Delhi. They have all 
travelled long htHjrs to reach (Ik hospi* 
tal, but found 10 iheirdismay that theresi* 
dent doctors were on strike; ihai opera* 
(ions have been indefinitely postponed 
or even cancelled and that they have to 
wail for weeks befom even being admit¬ 
ted for treatment at the AIIMS. 

Inside the hospital, there is chaos. The 
resident docion’ strike ha.s entered its 
siKlecnih day, the staff nurses are sitting 
un dhama and the students' union has 
joined in the mass agitation demanding 
reservations. Amid the din and clamour 
of slogans, gun-toting policemen round 
up the students and begin a lathi<barge. 

Obviously, something is very wrong. 
Strikes and agitations are common 
enough in the country, but when a bospi* 
laJ comes to a grinding halt, the situahon 
needs urgent aiiention. And when it con* 
cema the country's most prestigious 
medical institute where 6.000 patients 
are treated each day at the hospital's 








OPD. the situation becomes even more 
serious. 

As things stand, with the 640‘Sirong 
Resident Doctors* Association (RDA) 
on an indefinite strike in protest against 
the dism issal of a colleague. AIIMS can 
barely with the rush. The OPD. 
which oonnally functKns for two hours 
in the moming. now opens only for one 
hour and treats around 1,500 patients 
instead of the usual 6.000. Tbe speci¬ 
ality clinics have closed down and the 
authorities are struggling to keep the • 
ration theatres, 'he wards and tlK casual* 
ty depariment functional. 

But it is a tall order. And, the system is 
on the verge of collapse with litile hope 
insight. 

As tbe hospital adminisirabon sees it. 
there is little room for compromise. The 
man M the centre of tbe storm U Dr Pan- 
kaj Upadhyay. a senior resident at the 






i 




Ncuro Sciences Centre. He won dismis¬ 
sed on charges of incompetency and 
careles.socss. He had been ’'iiHli.sjipli* 
rted and irregular” since the day he joi¬ 
ned the super'.spccialiiy dcpaiimeni arid 
several memos had been issued lo him. 

Ibe decision iodjsmi»>i him was final¬ 
ly taken on 2$ January alter consulting 
the entire faculty of the depariment of 
neuro sciences. All the members had 
rated his performance as varying from 
■’pow' to "very poor". 

'When you know that keeping an 
incompelenl doctor can risk u patient'.s 
life, will you still keep him on? Enough 
notice had been given to him in the form 
of menxA through the years. How can 
the RDA now ask for his reinstatement.^ 
It's Impossible,* said an AIIMS official 
who did not want to be named. 

On the face of it, the argument seems 
logical. The hospital administration has 


Strikes and agitations are common enough in the country, but whe 
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» GO ON STRIKE? 






Public opinion, 
as always, is 
against the 
doctors who are 
widely seen as 
going on strike 
at the drop ota 
hat. But they too 
have a point of 
view and like any 
other work 
force, the right 
to protest 
against injustice 




every riyhl u> dismiss an incompetcni 
d<Kior. After a\\. this is p(t>ression 
where carelessness could be futnl for a 
patient. 

B ut are things really that simple^ hW 
the Ml) striking d^ors. the issue is 
one of sKcounUtbility. They maintain 
that a I Ithc other cadres at the i nsiim te — 
faculty, nurses and kurmorhahs — are 
permanent government employees and 
are therefore not accountable (o anyone. 
"Any lap^ cs in the system are automati* 
cally tutribuicd to resident docfors who 
arc the most vulnerahle.’* said an RDA 
member 

In this case, the axe fell on l)r 
Upadhyaya. Aceurding to the RDA, of 
all the memos sent to him. .vu relate to 
leave applications, six question his clini' 
cal judgement and three have charged 
him with not reluming ca^e sheets, "All 


the charges are cenatoly not enough lo 
dismiss him. Even faculty members 
keep case sheets for reference.'' argued 
an RDA official. 

There are other charges against Dr 
Upadhyaya that the RDA has uhen 
cxcqKkm Id. For instance, the doctor's 
termination order says that once he had 
wniten an incorrect pin code for Farida* 
bad. Or that Dr Up^yaya administe* 
red insulin lo a patient who was not dia* 
heiic. The doctor's explanation was that 
he was taking a simple precautiim since 
the patient's blood sugar level showed, 
that he wa.s a suspjcted diabetic. 

The RDA has also collected Dr 
Upadhyaya's 'fed diary' which recrnds 
eight B&, two As and four Ds. Not brilli* 
ant. but clearly above average. 

Dr Upadhyaya had also been diarged 
with financial inegulahiy, but this hs.s 
been hastily withdrawn by the AIIMS 


authorities after the RDA gut a .state* 
ment signed by a patieni'and hi« relative 
saying that the administmtiun had for* 
ced them to level the ullegaiiun against 
Dr Dpadliyaya. 

"Tht issue for us is more than just Dr 
Upadhyaya. We can be dismissed ut any 
point. To^y. the administration decides 
to get rid of him because they don'i like 
him. Tomorrow, it could he any one of 
us." said Dr Shirish Kumar, president of 
the RDA. 

S o, who is to be blamed lor the mess? 

The health ininistry and Ihe hospital 
authomies have distanced themselves 
from 1 he controversy refusing to negoi i u- 
te or even hold preliminary discussions. 
So fir. the RDA has been unable lu fix 
ippoinimenix wiUi cither tlic health 
minister or the health secretary 
Public opitiioru as always, is against 
the dociors who ire widely seen as 
going on strike ai the dixip of a hut Bui 
surely, they ioi) have a p^iini of view and 
1 1 ke any other work force, the right to pto- 
test against injustice. 

In fan, ihti diKlurs ihcinsclvcs have 
been demanding the setting uo of a 
redressal grievance panel comprising 
human n^ts aclivisis, lawyers, senior 
faculty members and other repre»cnta> 
tives. "Why «d)oulJ wc need to go un 
strike all the lime when we can settle pro* 
blems across ihc table. This i» not the 
best option even for us," said a doctor. 

The ball is now in (be government's 
couit. Or coune. a diiciors' slhke is 
always undesirable, but often it is the 
auth^iies who arc to he blamed. In 
19B6 and 1989, for instance, doctors 
were forced to go on strike because the 
government had not implemenled new 
pay scales. In 1990. the AIIMS remai* 
ned closed for 27 days because ihe kar- 
machdiris had gone on strike — again 
because (he government bad not imple¬ 
mented new pay scales. 

Surely, someone has to shore the 
blame. • 




lospital comes to a halt, the situation needs urgent attention 
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A million-dollar 


question 


Why is a UK publishingfirm paying a fortune to 
the Chief Justice of Bombay High Court for his 
book, Muslim Law And The Constitution? 


I .seemed like any olhcr transac* 
lion. All Indiijn writer was paid 
royalty for one of his hooks by a 
Umdon puhlishmi house. Only, 
in Ibis case, (he writer happened to 
he (he Chief Justice of Bombay Hi^h 
Court. And ihe sum involved was as 
much as USS MMlOO (nearly Rs 25 
lakh). The publishing bouse turned (tut 
to be a subs idi ary of a trad i ng fi rm c nga* 
ged in selling items ranging from luhri* 
cants and fire'hoses lu bunks and 


magazines. 

For a Judiciary that still bears the scars 
of Ihe failed impeachment of Justice V. 
Ramaswamy, these facts were more 


than enough to set Ihe alann hells 
ringing. 

Six months ago. the Chief Justice of 
Bombay High Court. A.M. Bhaiiachar 
jec. wa» approached by Roebuck Pubti* 
shing <tf London to sell the publishing 
rights of his book, Muslim Imw And Thr 
Omstituficn. The book was first puhli 
shed by ihe C8lcutia*ha.sed Basiem laiw 
House in 19H5 artd the second cdiliim 
was brought out in 1994. 

Explains the London-bosed owner of 
the publishing house. S.S. MusaHr, "An 
ao|uaintance from Iran showed iniercsi 
m buying the copyrights of the hmA 
The Iranian gentleman made tl clear that 


How to make Judges 
accountable 


The law ministry is still trying to evolve a mechanism 


t hp piooeduia for enquiring into a 
jute's misbehivioar or met- 


•|S 6iy ia Uid down in Aftick 124 of 
te deeitiiudon. It Mates that a judge 
ahall KM be moved Iroin offia 
gxcept by an ordn of the Iteidtet. 
pMod ate at a ddres a by cadi 
House of Pvtianeoi and supported 
by a mqioriry of no lesg two- 
ddtdacf dc p aa tbe a twaainr 
In. J96S» MiaBem passed the 
MgH Inquiry A^, Amrdind tP 
te once d)e nocka for presentlfti 
m address lo the RoMem fasU^ 
for the ranovil of a Mge) k admit¬ 
ted by a House (of nrliimeai), the 
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his enquiiy based on \i wish lo have 
the work piiMicd in fursi for the Iruniun 
readership" 

After iIk ncgotiuiKins which inclu* 
detJ talks tn l^^ridon. Musafo guve Bhai- 


Speaker is to appoini a three-member 
commiftee to enquire into the case 
and frame chwges. (One of Ihe mem* 
hers mu&i he cl^n from among the 
Chief Justice and other judgK of the 
Supreme Court; anotho must be s 
Chief Jusuce of a High Court; and 
the third must be a distinguished 
jurist). 

If the c<muninee. whid) is to 
retw 10 the Speaker, finds ihe^id|e 
gutt^, then ill report is to be fMken up 
by (be House. And if (he morion is 
passed by each House of Pariiaigeni 
(ai< laid down undee Sectioo of 
Anicle 124). then the misbahaviow 
or incapacin of the judge shall have 
beenprovea 

Justice V, Runaswamy ivaa foe 
to face impeadimeiR'prooee- 
^gs in ParliamenL "Ute oi^ other 
instaoce that I shall recall, says 

JUdindef Sadiar» w'hen foe» was 
an anonpt to Mart impeachmedt pro 
















bandimg cases which 
up beri>re him 

the Bombay Bar 
As^ituloa began a cam¬ 
paign against him and 
rumours goi out of hand. 
Bahuguna ^ neptu'w of 
the fomi« Union 
minisier, Hemuvaii Nan- 
dan Bahuguna *— quit. 
He has now declared that 
he will be moving to 
Delhi where he plans to 
start his privaic practice. 
There is also sonic talk 
that he is conicinplaiing 
joining Ihc Congress 
pany. 

"Then; was s<imcdjMfl- 
lisiKtion amongst 
lawyers as to his conduct 
when he started to assess 
cases singly. There were 
no complaints when he 
was sitting in the division 
bench." says a Bombay- 
based lawyer, requesting 
anonymity 

What makes Bhui- 
licharjee's conduct sus- 
shcT. who also owns Musafir F.nports, pcci, Inwcvcf, is not i he fact that he 
(ConH'queiiily. MusaHr struck a dnl of entered into ncgotiaiions with u London- 
55.0011 US dollars ftir the AraNc based puMishing house so much as the 
edition K aiiKHini < if money i n volved. 

It was <inly when the Hmi offered 'Ks'cn Winston Churchill could not 


SaysRaJindn- 
Sachar (above), 

** If the Prime 
Mimstn-and 
ministers are 
accountable to the 
public, then the 
judges are equally 
accountable" 


ceedings against Justice J.C. Shah 
while he was i judge of the Supreme 
Court. (Shah went on to become the 
Chief Justice of India). But the char¬ 
ges were so baseless and malicious 
that the reaolulion wasn't even admit¬ 
ted in Parliament." 

But as the case of judge Ramaswa- 
fuy has shown, (he system is full of 
loopholes. Section 4 of Aitkle 124 
was included in the Omstitution to 
keep the judicial^ independent r^the 
executive But by sh^d poliUcal 
manoeuvring, it was used to defeat 
the impeachmeni proceedings again- 
iUfUinaswamy. 

At that time, the law m'nistry had 
talked of an "imemal mechanism of 
judicial accountability’’ to lo^ hHo 
coii^aints againsi High Court and 
Supitme Court judges. And today, 
th^ are siUl talking about evolving 
such a mechanism. • 


A t the time of wniing. Justice Bhat- 
lachaij^ had proceeded on medical 
leave, prrwnicing to resign when he 
returns. 

What made muitcrs worse wa^ that 
just a week before the Chief Justice’s 
book scandal came to light, another 
judge of the Bombay High Court. Vijay 
Bahuguna. had resigned following a 
controven>y regarding his partiality m 




CONTROVCRSY 


diKproponionaK payment 
involved what is worrying }hc bar 
council. BiL/uiar ga^«ip Uds ii that ihis 
could be a pay*off tor some favounihle 
jiiKlgernents given by Bhattachai^ in 
some land'CiLscs involving lakhs. And 
that Justice Rahuguna was also involved 
which is why he resigned a week earlier. 

A more charitahJe view is that Bhai* 
lachaijec has been used as an unwitting 


s:) 


conduit by interested panies. The fact 
that he look (he money openly in (he 
form of a bunker's draft lends credence 
to lhi.>' view. "Either he is getting a cut. 
or he is stupidly naive." says a Bombay* 
based lawyer. 


A lthough Bahuguna has resigned and 
Bhjitac'harice is not hcarinc anv 


^^Bhjitac'harjce is not hearing any 
more cases before his imminent a'signa* 
lion, the case busnoi yet closed. 


"There is a certain perception about a 
judge," says Sibal. "Not only must he 
have an unsullied image, he inusi .seem 
to have one as well." Adds the lawyer 
who defended Justice V, Ramu.sssamv 
dunng the impcachineni proceedings. 
'A judge has the divine Kght to judge fcl* 
low human beings. That ia why a public 
image is fundamcnul to (he judicial 
system.' 


lUgardle&s of the resignation, the enti¬ 
re incident mun he \Qokcd into in the lar¬ 
ger interest. If the Prime Minister and 
ministers are accxxintabk to (he public, 
then ihejudges are eqiul ly accountable 
— if not more. If 1 was Bhanachasjee. I 
would myself ask for an enquiry to clear 
my name.*' 

Bhatiachaijec himself tmdorses 
Sachar's point. He admitted to Sunday. 
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*'Notonly inus( a judge 
have an unsullied image, 
he must seem to have one 
as wdl. A Judge has the 
divine right to judge 
fellow human things. 
That is w hy his image is 
fundamental to the 
judicial syslen^" says 
Kapil Sibal 


Says Raiinder Sachar. the retired 
Chief Justice of Delhi High Coua 


*ir a judge h under a cloud, he Is 
removed. Judges have a different way of 
life. They arc not like poNlicians who 
gel a chjncc later.' 

Sibal endorses the idea of a commii* 
tee that will look into judicial conduct. 


"Apart from the Judges Inquiry Aci 
(IM>, wc need an internal medianisin 
(0 deal with «uch ea.ses.'' 

There seems to be a case for such an 
internal mechanism. 

Although judge V. Rumaswujny 
faced impcachniciu proceedings, he wa< 
not the fi r^i to come under a c loud of sus¬ 
picion. Impeachment prrKeedmgs again¬ 
st the Supreme Court judge 

- j were initiated uficr a 

K I three-judge bench found 
I him guilty of misup* 
B I propriating udinmisira* 
H 1 live funds. 


J The proceed I tigs. 

however, flopped when j 
(he issue got politicised ' 
into a rtonh-south del»aic 
and I he Congress decided ' 
to ahsliiin fnitn voting on 
it. 

Earlier, the Bombay ' 

High Coun was risked • 

by scarsdal with the 
resignation of Justice 
S.K. Desui in IWf) ! 

Judge Desai. a brilliani 

_and liheral jvnsi. wasl<»* ' 

ced to resign following 
allegations of fiiiiinciiil 
impfopnety nuidc by mw- 
ther judge. M.R. Ketno. 

Again. Iasi year. I he 
judk'iiiry was in the s|miI* 

. light following (he then 

' > \ Oiicf Justice Venka- 

I ti ■! tachaliah's decision to 

transfer some judges whoso ^cial 1 Vi*^ 
practised in the same court. 

Bar associations ail ovci the sH>uiitiv 
had been lalkmg of a nesns between 
judges and (heir clients through the 
children of the judges. In uny case ihc 
gross impn>priciy of judges hearing • 
arguments fioni cither ihcir own rela¬ 
tives or the rdaiives of colleagues was 
mM lost oTt any one. 

There should he a judicu.l conimis- 
si<in (0 make enquiries at Ihc k»wcr 
level," adds Sachar. "bven in Britain 
and America where they follow a Kiini* 
lar system of impeachment, (here is i* 
growing need for an internal commi'* 
Fionas well.*' 

With Judicial scandals coming to 
light with greater frequerwy, that coov 
mis.sjon may not be too long In canning. • 


$9hgtri/M*w Mpa 
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RAROZAKARIA 



INTO THE SHADOWS 


Indian Muslims find themselves marginalised in the political system 




II eyes were oo Maha* 
ra^ihira during the recent 
elections to the state 
Legislative Assembly 
because for ihe TirM time 
the legcndaj> T.N. Seshan put in full 
force the implemenUtion of the Code of 
Conduct, which, until now. was in 
limbo. In Kamauka and Andhra 
Pradesh, where (he elections tu (heir 
state Assemblies were held a few weeks 
easier, the chief election commissionef 
had not unleashed his terror. There were 
no identity cards; nor Mhci adherence to 
the electoral rules and regulatmn.s. 

But in Maharashtra, (he supreme VIP 
made pulp of all other VIPs. Ministers 
trembled even befive j u tiioi electKxi offi * 
cers; their cars were withdrawn; their 




red lights were switched off; their slay in 
guest-houses, under strict vigilance. 
Mi^s irrespective of their party afTilia* 
lions also \osi ihcirclout; they could not 
strut about as they pleased; they were 
inily humbled. And the public revelled 
in it. 

No piwicr wars, no banners. rH> walls 
smeared with ugly caricalu res and scraw • 
Is, no faring loudspeakers, no yelling, 
no noise and no trafric jams: all was 
quid, sober and restrained unlike the cir¬ 
cus-like atmosphere and the loud 
revelry of electioneering of the past: 
even public meetings were rare, lest the 
expenses went beyond the perm i tied 
limit. 

I have fought four Assembly and one 
l.ok Sahha elections in the past; never 
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before dk) ] see such apparem iodifrccen- 
ce. And SliU miUkns cameoui to vote^ 
almost on their own — imre than ever 
before. During the campaigning ihal I 
did this time foe some (be candidates 
of (he Cofigreu party, 1 was taken abvk 
by (he lacklustre proceedings; candida¬ 
tes, with folded hands, walked ihniu^ 
one slreei after anoiher with no more 
than ftve workers, uttering jiej a few 
words, almost in whispers. No smear 
oppugn against opponeias; no slogan 
shouting. 

Though 1 did not see many officers 
keeping a watchful eye on the cam¬ 
paigns. video operators were in aclMin; | 
saw the camera and lights on me ^ 1 
spoke at public meetings. Every speaker 
had. therefore, to he on guard; candkla 
tes spent hours manifiulaiing the items 

iiod expendiiure in (heir 
diaries. That is why even 
VVIPs were not in 
demand; many wanted to 
come for campaigning 
bul were politely (old off. 

'Htcy would be, in ihc 
changed circumstances, 
more a liability than an 
asset. IJnhclioahIc bul 
true. 

D uring the lw>l Lok 
Sahha election, 
which I contested from 
Aiirjngohad in Maha- 
hrashtra, (be Shiv Sena 
candidate brought a 
galaxy of speakers, who 
fulminated against nK' 
and the Indian Muslims, 

They called me anoiher 
Aurangxcb, despite the 
fact (hat I had opposed 
Jinmdi's "two-nation'' 
theory as a student in my 
teens :md was arrcsicd 
during (he Quit India 
movement. 

This lime, however, mere was ctnn- 
plctc absence of communal provoca¬ 
tion; many workers, while gt^ng from 
(kMH to door, may have n»urtcd to rcli* 
gious appeal but this must have been 
done quietly and surreptitiously. It was 
all hush hush with the result lhai there 
were no t^awK, no skirmishes. Peace 


prevailed evoywhete and faanfly an 
untoward incid^ look pl^ anyiritere. 

Tlie Ktodu voters, peaking commu- 
oally. coASliluto almosl k5 per ceu of 
the total Dumber of voicrs. including the 
Other Backward Oasies, which. I 
bdievc. are more imegrmed in Mtfta- 
rtshtra with the mayor caste than in the 
rest of India. 

However, the two vote-banks that 
leaders of most parties were trying to 
capture were that of the Dahls and the 
Muslims Their votes, they fdi. would 
tilt the balance: this shall of course never 
be known as balka papers were lo be 
mixed everywhere. However, my obser¬ 
vation in this regard iv that an average 
voter was. by and large, na much moti¬ 
vated by communal cxaisiderackin 
Local and personal factors played a 


much greater role. 

Moreover, the Dalits and the Muslims 
were hopelesdy divided; there were 
more Muslim and Dalit candidates io 
practically every constitucircy than Hin¬ 
dus in proportion to their population. 
More than the rdigkws or casieist (4ea. 
it wa.s the economic one. which bothered 


them; they were resentful of politicians, 
who promised but did not deliver. 

The Muslims, in particular, were on 
the warpath; dtey were no doubt incen¬ 
sed with the demoUlkm of the Babri Mas- 
jid. the massacre in its wake due to com¬ 
munal riots in December 1992, the deten¬ 
tion of hundreds of innocent Muslims 
and the inhuman treatment given to 
(hem on flimsy ground as a result the 
bomb blasts in March 1993 and the 
gross misuse of ihc much-hated much- 
dreaded TAOA. 

But more than these emostonal grie¬ 
vances. k was I heir economic degrada¬ 
tion which bothered them. Indeed, they 
have become the poorest of the poor, 
unsure of their future. Their condition 
has become so pathetic ihai at a puMic 
meeting in Ajania a young Muslim came 
and gave me an Urdu poem, which is an 
amended version of a piece by a well- 
known poet. It so mov^ me that I tried 
my hand at translating it into English: 

I am a Muslim. I cannot help my icars; 

I have gone through ihiny long years. 
Suffering pangs of hunger, day after 

(1«X 

And unhcaruMc humiliation all the 
way. 

I faced nots. bul lci», sword and dagger 
*nKy huml my hoinc, mother and 
sister 

When I complained, they put me in a 
cell. 

There arc no jobs, life is one big hell. 
Under the benign sky of my beloved 
land. 

I am reduced to starve with out¬ 
stretched hand 

Weary and worn out. I search ftv 
solace, 

I wander crvslfallen from place lo 
place, 

1 have no home, so no ratkm card 
And therefore no vote, no identity 
card; 

With nothing to ofTcr, I cannot marry 
I have remained a bachelor, fortom 
and solitary 

If onl y my father hud had the forcsi^t 

To reivuin a harhelor, lo save me ihis 
plight, ♦ 


fn»wMmm»f»i0d»tfia^-pct^o»n."*vfia»boanar 
MP. •Mvat«r«itf«p*cW«m«v allh» AnvSbMfpf • * 













UESS WHO’S COMING TO DD? 


If you are 
wondenng 
who*s behind (he new, 
improved Chitruhaar, (be 
answer is very simple: 
Subhash Ghai. And his 
DIL. 

Drishli India Ltd 
(DIL), Chains 
recently -launched 
ccHT^any, has been 
involved in the making of 
various (elevision 
programmes. Chitrahaar 
is tiK lat&sl addilion. 

And. if the first 
episode, presented by 
Manisha Koiralaon 
D(x>rdar»han's first 
channel, is anything to go 


by. then viewers of the 
ever* popular music 
programme have ^uite a 
treat on their hands. 

The pn3gramme is U> he 
hosted by popular film 
stars like Anil Kapoor and 
Meenakshi and there is a 
film quiz with attractive 
prizes, too. Besides, 
details are being worked 
out for a new segment, 
which will be added to the 
programme, called Ouei.t 
Whi^ 's Coming? 

No doubt, the 
20-odd‘Crore viewers of 
Chitrahoar have enough 
reason to sing along with 
Shabaash —oops, 
Su(^taah—Ghai. 


of the lead song as well as 
(he album), but Shctly has 
now pulled off another 
surprise with her new 
album. It has been called 
—doubt less i n a flash of 
inspiration — The New 
Album. 

She has a new set of 
poducers. new 
song'Writcrs (Maya 
Govind of Ouiur Cutur 
fame, for one) and a new 
sound. This time, though, 
the critics are all cars. 

The album, .she hopes, 
will also take her career (o 
anew high. 


SUCCESS 

Fir^st there 


debutante actress ("Hi. 
Tm Bobby. Mujh.%e dostx 
karvge?"). Then there 
was the child bride, 
followed in quick 
succession by the young 
mom and 

card-play i ng socialite. 

More recent! y. there i s 
the serious actress and 
unlikely feminist as 
Dimple docs yet another 
role. What is less well 
known perhaps is (hat the 
beautiful actress has been 
a closet artist for several 
yean now. 

The news is out that 
Dimple is putting the final 


touches to her first art 
exhibition slated fur later 
this year. The actress, said 
to paint in the 
Impressionist style. ha.s 
already over 50 paintings 


to her credit. 

For now. it remain.sto 
be seen whether it will be 
yet another bru^ with 
success for the buckling 
painter. 


Anew 

EXPERIENCE 

Shweta 

ShcTty’s 

J<thnny J<^r had been 
wrinen no sooner than 

It wiLs released. But the 
album proved to be no 
joke: it shifted 2,50.000 
lakh copies and went on to 
make Shweta the second 
biggest-selling 
Mangnasound artiste of 
all lime. 

One would have 
expected her to stick to 
the winning combination 
of Johnny Jttker (the title 
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The WRITE 

THING 

After having 


several cithers to hook, it's 
Kiran Bedi*s turn now. 
For the Tihar Jail chiefs 
biography is being 
whiten by her most 
famous prisoner: Charles 
Sobhraj. 

And why has Sobhraj 
turned to literature? 

Well, he says, it is 
8edi*s "unconventional 
lifestyle and enterprising 
spihi" that have inspired 
him. 

Afteralifeliine of 
cooking (he hooks, 
Sobhraj is now occupied 
in whting them. Hi.s rirsl 
one is ready and has 
already been turned into a 
film script. He claims that 
Kupa and Universa] 8rxik 
Traden have approached 
him to publish Dedi’s 
bfngra^y, while the two 


houses denied it. 

And. what docs Hcdi 
think of her bwgrapber? 
“He is an experien^ 


prisoner,* says Bedi, *and 
has 1 very analytical and 
original mind*. 

Surely, those who lake 


up the bexA- - if and 
when it comes out—will 
be well'advisedioread 
between the lines. 


At (his rate, 
one cou kibe 
pardoned for thinking 
cricket was not a 
gentleman's game. Close 
on the heels of Imran 
Khan’s 

no w • famous'bal 1 • tamperi • 
ng* revelation, comes 
another by Sarfra/ Nawax. 

TTu! former Test star, 
who is now a special 
udviscron sport to 
Pakistan's Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto, claims 
that England's Otc-Day 

International victory over 
his country at Trent 
Bridge in August 1992 
was rigged. He has told 
The. Observer in London 


HATS NOT CRICKET 


that "Pakistani players 
were bribed" on the 
(xcaskm. 

His statement has 
nalumlly plunged 
Pakistani cricket into yet 
amxhcrcri'ds, but the 
tikes of Imikhah Alam, 
the team's present 
manager, have denied the 
allegation. 

Imran Khan is more 
z vocal: “Either produce 
2 evidence of tigging, or 
shut lip." he says 

But. dixrs the pnmc 
ministerial aspirant 
seritHJsly expect the 
players tti produce their 
Swiss hank accounts*^ • 


MMorrwi * 
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Change in scenano 


I n (he hundredlh year of its exijiicn' 
cc. indjan cinema has finally deci* 
ded (0 get scnwis about iiself. Hot 
on [fac heels ol Amitahh Bach* 
chan's new venture to set up a cum* 
fdete entenainmcni compaoy that will 
take up production aixt diunbulkm of 
films, television software and audio 
rights and try out new areas like cck* 
brity and event martagement and mer- 
chandi sing of star memorabilia, a host of 

wannabe's fmn the film lOdusUy have 
been consulting their accouniants on 
how bent to tap public mvoey lo fund 
their projects. 

The latest entrant — though on a 
much smaller scale— is actress Srtdevi. 
who is forming Sridevi Securities 
IJmiied with plans to set up a state- 
of-the-art studio in Bombay To fund 
this, the acirew intends to raise Rs 10 
crore through a puMic issue of shares of 


The Indian film 
industry is fast 
acquiring a corporate 
image 

Rs 10 each early neat year. Sridevi 
will retain 55 per cent of the equity 
holding along with her brother. A, 
Saiecsh. 

Film star jeetendni too isgmng public 
in order to fund a studio he is planiung to 
set up with ^leviakm software produ¬ 
cers GauCam and Markand Adhikari 
(SAhm ifl SArimari, Pkitips Top iO. SitH’ 
ta and Ctmvnoftdery iectendra has 
already applied (o the Securities 
Bacha^ Board of India < SEBt) for per- 
mission to come out with a Rs five otife 


puNk: issue in April this year. Meanwhi 
le. the actor's TV softwart’ company. 
Balaji Telefilms, will remain privately 
held for the lime being. 

Alsathcre is rumour in the market 
that producer K.C. Bokadia’s BMB 
Audio Ctmipany will go public in April, 
with a Rs 12 crorc issue in Jaipur. And 
that Mithun Oiakraborty and Raj BaN 
bar are pdanning to launch a company, 
Pink Audio, to be based in Madras. Pink 
Audio will market Bengali and Bhojpuri 
classical and devotional music. 

Film director Mukul Anand, too. is 
punning to go public by next year. 
Along with his partner Sunil Manchan- 
da, Anand has gone into a financial 
arrangement with ITC FinarKial Servi 
CCS Limited, v^ch has bought out 
per ceoi of Anand's Mad Hniertainmcrt 
Network Limited (MEN). Of this, about 
25 per cent will be o^ered to the public 
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gl • prenuum ctf irauDd R» 65 per Btm. 

This giiduil corpomi&ttkn u, 
cletfly. wckofne news for m industry 
trapped io a stale of duos. For it is not 
even recognised as an industry by banks 
and financial iAstitution&. 

Tlus has led to exhortuunt ioietost 
rates charged by financers — many of 
whom have alleged links with the under- 
woiid. 'Ilte filiD industry has used 
to launder unaccountable money,” says 
Sunil Maochanda. *Now. with the 
advent of puNk limited film compa¬ 
nies. all payments will be made in white 
and we will be able to get insurance for 
the films,' 

"Ifshigh Lime the various activi- 
tics of the film business were bagghi 
under one umbrella. By corporatising it. 
we will get instiuitions lo finance (he 
industry.” says Amitabh Bachchan. 

T he Indian film industry produces 81)0 
films every year Itiscvtimaiedthaia 
ihird of (his Ks*l.200*cn>re-a'year 
industry is funded by (he underworld 
Credil for this corporaiisaiiiin of ihe 
industry, htiwever. goes pnmarily to 
O.V, Films Ltd, a small Madras-based 

company that went public five yean _ , , 

ago. IJnforlunaicly, this did not set off a 
trend, unlike in Hollywood, where 
entcnainincni is big husinevs jnd ma^or 
production houses ara huge corporate 
entities. In fact, says K. VenkaUsubra- 
manian. assistant vice president with 
Kotak Miihindrii Finance Limited, tour 
major studios — Viacom. News Corpo- 
ratum. Wall Disney and Tunc Warner 
—generate US S40 hi 11 ion worth of busi • 
ncs.s every year more than the gross 
domestic product of many ‘Htird World 
countries ^ 

Indian 111 ms by contrast have so far rai¬ 
sed money through extremely dodgy 
means. Typically, a film producer takes 
out adveriisemenLs m tr^ magazines 
to announce his new project. His pitch: 
the star^asi. music director, dance direc¬ 
tor. fight director and other associates. If 
the cocktail is heady enough, distribu¬ 
tors ctMTie forward with money in return 
for terntorial distribution n^ts. With 
the money, the produce begins shoo¬ 
ting. When he runs out of mcmey. he gets 
back to the distributors, armed this time, 
with (be rushes of what he has shot. If 
the disthbuiOTN like what (hey are 

shown, they will advance more money, like it. he simply st<^ advancing 
again in Klum for further territorial money and writes off whatever he has 
rights. already gi ven as loss. 

The film is thus made piecemeal, and 'With this method of financing, it is 
in ca^e the distributor feels he doesn't easy to understand why a film takes two 


THE TREND SETTERS 





AMfTAaH BSCHCHW 

Ahbougk liie m^astar 
bckiriydiebiilfor 
ABQ« IB vetoes ire 
«qiudly exeked ibout 
putting tbetr mooey on 
SwBswMj Audk>Visuil 
whid) his 10 hs credit 
populirl^eseriils 


SWQgVI 

Ilie ictress is fonrung a 
cofT^y. with 
plans to set up a 
staie-of-tfie-aft studio in 
Bombay, to fund this. 
Sridevj intends to raise 
Rs iOcrorethrougha 
public issue of shares 

SUBHI&WCHht 

The filmmaker’s 
company. Drishti had 
been negobadng fora 
bought-oui deal with iu 
shsepricesata 
pretiuiimofRs240 


lEEIENDRA 

Hk film star is going 
public in order to fu^ a 
joiot-veoture studk) 
wi A tdevisitn software 
producers. He has 
^ready ^ied to SEBt 
forpOTusuoo 


to three year% Ut make or why siar.s sign 
on 10 to IS films w a lime." uys Sunil 
Ooshi. chief executive of .Saras wju 
A udio Visuals (SAV). a cximp^my 
owned by Jaya Hac lKhan which ts io 
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One of the Rrst enteitainment 
companies to go public wa& Zee 
Telefilms, which came out with a 
hugely successful puUic issue two 
years ago and has a market 
capit^isaiion of Rs 400 cim today 


The (orner editor of The 
Wvsinted Weekly of India 
recently fkmed Business 
Multimedia India Limited v^h 
will be the sole software producer 
for Money TV—an independent 
channel 


PRANNOY ROY 


Roy's New Delhi Television raised 
Rs 37 Cfores by privately placing a 
part of its equity with four foreign 
instiiutir^ investors 


merge Nvilh ABCL {sft box for detoih} 

Cicdii for (hK hnpefiJly nxn lU/eam- 
Uned stale oT alTairs, however, should go 
to a rather unlikely source: the big 
screen's poor cousin, the television. 

With the launching oT new chMnels 
and a boom in hardware, tele vision soA* 
ware is ai a premium arid the film 
indusuy has ben quick to see that TV is 
a safer, more p^ictable source of 
revenue. 

*|f you took all the Hints ever made hi 
India you run out programmes in sis 
months.* says MKN's Sunil Marvltuv 
da. "And if you take into your calcuU- 
tron all the new channels ^)uu( to be 
launchedia 1995. the projections are uni* 
maginable. Basically, the maritei is wide 
open for any amount of quality program* 
mes you can chum ouL* 

According to an intormaiion memo¬ 
randum prepared by Kotak Mahindn, 
advertising is shifting in favour of televi* 
sion and by the year 2000 , tclrvisian 
will account for an esdmated 35 per cent 
of (he Rs 100 billion media eipe^ture. 

‘Rk combination of these two factors 


has made lekvisiun very anraciivc 
alKaitativc to the unpredictable 'formu* 
las' for Hindi films. 

Now. for the Him lime, pnxhiccn 
have realivd that they can dictate their 
terms siiux diere is such a shortage of 
software. And the renims are esiremely 
profitabJe. 

With Doordarshan. the usual anangc- 
merU for a software producer involves 
payment of a telecast fee in return for 

The Rs 19200 -CFore 
film industry has been 
quick to recc^nise the 
shortage of televisioD 
srrftware. By 2000 AD^ 
TV will account for an 
estimated 35 per cent of 
the Rs 100 billion 
media expenditure 


free commercial lime which can then be 
sold off 10 advcniser\ at a profit. 

Some private channels, however, 
in.sis( on buying the righLs to the M>fiwa* 
re on a cost>plus«pr«>ni basis. Bui other 
private channels like Business Indiu 
Television are working out an arrange* 
mcoi whcrchy they will retain only 
rights to the satellilc footprint of the 
channel, leaving the producer free to sell 
the hghts outside the footprint to olhci 
channels. 

Naturally, almost every film |m)ducer 
and actor is eyeing this sector with great 
interest. Mukul Anand. inspiie of such 
super hits as Hum tu his credit Hi^i 
switched to advertising and has, of late, 
gone into television software with hi^ 
new serial on Doordarshan. Ek St 
BadharEk. 

And. although Amitabh Badtchan is 
cleariy the bait for ABCl. — he is com* 
mined to doing one Him a year over the 
neat 10 years — investors are equally 
eiciied about putting their money on 
Saraswaii Audio Visual which has to Us 
credit (he hugely popular (eteaerial, 
Oekh Bhai Otkh- 








THE SELLING OF 
A CELEBRITY 


Uday Kolak and Amitabh Bochchan come together 
with the aim of translating charisma into cash 

T k King of Bollywood met (he I Dunog (hi> ume. he 

Kins ofDelB] Suvei e vear uo. I can he call^ in m in a film 




I King of Dele] Suveii year igo. 
Am itabh Bachchao goi talking to 
Uday Kouk of Kotak Mahin^ 
when hia brother' % pharmaceutica] 
company. Ipca Lab^tohet. came 
out with a public istuc a year ago. 

Somehow^ the two got talking 
about brands, and Koiak warned 
8 achchan that although be waa a 
legend in hit lifetime, hia 'brand 
worth' was ephemeral, and In times 
lo come, he would be less known 
than Lux soap. Thai's when ihe idea 
of 'branding' an individual was bom. 

in the West, it Is common for siars 
to set up companies that revolve 
around them, Michael Jackson has 
one. So does Madonna, In fact, the 
Hlvis Presley Corporation earns 60 
times more than what it did in the 
singer's lifetime. 

So, ii only seemed 
logicti to SCI up the 
Amitabh Bachchan 
Corporation Limited 
(A8CL)~at<)(al 
entcnainmeni company 
pitched around ihe 
persona ot the star, but 
one (hat would, in time, 
grow to be bigger than 
him, 

Bachchan has 
committed J 20 days a 
year for the next ten years , 
to the corporation. I 


Dunngihisuina.he 
can be called to act in a film (one 
every year), eodone products, auehd 
Mar shows and fuoaiiNis and do 
whatever else (he corporation may 
reepiire of him. 

Bui ABCL Is alre^y kodung 
beyond Bachchan. 

The company has already 
acquired the dinhbuuon h ghta for 
Mani Rathnam's eagerly*awaiited 
film. BcMnhev for Rs 2.5 emre. It 
plans to be a major player in the film 
distribution atkd production 
buxineas, producing as many as four 
Kindi, five regional and 12 (ekfilms 
and documentary him by the secotKl 
yearofils opention. 
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. In uddiiion.Jaya Bachchan'a 
Saraswati Audio Visual is also being 
merged with ABCL and will be 
involved with television software 
production and marketing, Tnvo new 
sehab. Arun> and Supiarishi are 
already awaiting relevc. Moreover. 
ABCL i % alw) acq ui Kng the rights to 
other software for (elevia.ion. cable 
and video broadcasbng and has 
already puichused the rights for 
about ten B achchan fi I ms u a coat of 
aboui Rs 1S lakh per Trim. Finally, 
the company has completed 
negotiations for iht acquisition of 52 
episodes of Spidr/mun and Fhamom 
for 2.500 del larx per episode. 

But there's Mill more lacome. 
ABCL will also sell aiaj buy audio 
rights for films and leleftlms. It plans 
to acquire audio hardware 
capabilities by 
setting up a CD 
manufacturing unit. 

And finally, ABCL 
will be m ti)C budncKx of 
event management and 
celebrity management. It 
plans to exploit the full 
potcniial of celebrity 
^and names, starting 
with Amiubh Bachchan 
and Jaya Bachchan. All 
royalties and 
commissions payable to 
them will accrue iu the 
corporation. 


This gung-ho optimism is shared by 
the h>fTner editor ol the /ffei/mW 
Weekly of india. Prilish Nandy. Nand) 
has recently launchrd Business Multi* 
media India Umiled (BMIl, which will 
he the Mjle software producer for Money 
TV. a recently-bunched independent, 
channel, "The whale market is very j 
excited about the entertainment busi* ' 
ness People will buy any reasonably cte* 
dible Slock because, believe me. this 
business is going to go through the roof. 
Television will he the single largest 

IVNCwr uvfft iH> 


influence in ihi> country after Mahatma 
Gandhi.* 

BMI plans to issue 60,<kl.00U ^ha^es 
ofRs IdeachatapremiumofRs |4().Of 
these, only 27.50.000 will be offered to 
the puMk. while 32,5a000 will be reser¬ 
ved for prumoiers. directors and friends 
of BMI. vriw will pick up the shares for 
the same premium ax offered to the 
public. 

But among the first lo gt» public was 
Subhash Goel's Zee Tckfilins, whkb 
came out with a hugely successful 


pu blic I ssue two years ago and has a mar¬ 
ket capilalisaiiun of Rs 40(1 crorc tiKlay. 

But the name ol the game in the busi¬ 
ness now is privaic placement. Bach- 
chan has wsirkcd oul u hcnuii fully si in* 
F^e, yci hnlliani, houghi-out deal with 
Uday Kotak. one of the best fimincial 
brains in the country today. 

Last year. Prannoy Roy's New IVIlii 
Television raised Rs 37 cron? hy private¬ 
ly placing a part of its equity with four 
foreign insiiiutional invcMors 

And Business India I cicvision whu h 















Keya Sartcar. vice prevideiu of the com¬ 
pany. "We will be going for a smaller 
premium than wc had ufiginally 
anikipaied." 

Filmmaker Subhash Ghai. too. hav 
had to cut down the esii males lor hi& 
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plans lo begin transmivsioo from Nepal 
later this year has privately placed 24 per 
eciu of its slock with Junlinc Fleming ui 
a premium of Rs 185 per shun? to raise 
dose to Rs bOcTore. 

Now. Jilin TV. which i> osvncd by 
Jain Siudios LlJ. a closely heJd pnvmc 
company. i s j n i he li nul si ages of ncgoi ia- 
lions In raise Rs 67 5 er«*rc through j 
boughl-out deal w iih P, N. V i piy Fi nancr* 
ul Scrv'ices Lid. a Delhi-based pnviUe 
sector merebani hanking ouifti. Accor* 
ding 10 ihe grapevine. 25 perccni of ihc 
paid'Up ei|Uil> will he ollcrcd to ihc 
public through an issue ol ,^) lakhcquily 
shares Ji a |iremium ol’Rs 215 per share 
Idler this yciir. 

Raghav Behl's rV-lK u»o. is rumou* 
red 10 be in rhe process ot selling five 
lakh shares to Morgan Sianlcy und SKF* 
Finance Bchl. however, refused locon- 
Urmordcny this 

B ut noi everyone is so hu M h h. 

Mmhu/ McKhani. who heads his 
own invcsimcm enmpary. sounds a nuic 


iti caution. ‘Onl v u certain kind i)f med i ii 
company is going to do well. Those 
involved in hardware production arc suJ* 
died wiib ciNinmnis ovcdK'ods. The 
money lies rn.sol'twaic.*' 

Adds. .Sunicdh ^luh. a director with 
ProlcssKuial Management Gmup, 
‘Kjilenainmcni ciimpanies must he 
dear about what they arc to give 
investors in return. Very few ol these 
t'ompanics have spell this out so tar.* 
Shah believes ihai in the long run. the 
markei will not he uMc to sustain so 
many channels. All this talk about 50 
chan nets is hullshil. Jain is already sin¬ 
king. while Money TV tus no assets to 
Talk ohoui. The whole ihi ng ts ju^i a shell 
and the bubble will hurst any day. The 
serious players arc yet to come." 

With the ^tarc market taking a hea¬ 
ling in iVTCm limes, eniertainmeni slock 
loo. IS sure to plummet, hven Koiak 
Mahimlra has not been able lo place 
ABCL suxk at a premium of Rs 110. ii 
hiHl originally been pitching for. Admits 


MGWVBEHl 

HisTV-l Jls rumoured 
lo be in Ihe process of 
selling Hve lakh shares 
to Morgan Stanley and 
SRF*Finahce. Behl. 
however, refused lo 
either confirm or deny 
this 


recently •launched company. Drishti. 
The company had been negotiating for a 
bought•iHii deal with its share pnccs at a 
premium of Rs 240. Now. nhiu’s udvi* 
SOTS have told hiin to lake it easy uikI 
pilch his shares ai a more rcahslic pa** 
iiiiumofRs 140. 

"How do you justify these prices and 
premiums.'" gucstioris a linancial 
analyst <»n condition ihui he is noi 
named. “DonT forget, with a private 
placement there is no lisimg. So. ibere is 
no can lor the investor if he wants to gel 
out of the deal." 

But despite this pessimism or Ihe tern* 
piKOjy’ set'back, entertain men i sticks 
are bound to go up. "/t*s a teccssion* 
proof industry." says Sunil Doshi. 

The hnghiesi slur of ihc Im is 
uiKlouNcdly Zee Tclenims. whox sha* 
res are quoted ni Rs 24f) to Rs 250. The 
public issue last month of Crest Commu* 
meal ism, a post-production compary 
pn>moicd by conipuicr whir-kid Shy am 
Ramanna, was also oversubscribed six* 
and'U-half times. 

But. with leisure becoming more ami 
more of a need with Indian consumers 
widi money to bum, entertainment 
should become a blue chip stock. "The 
poieniiat in this business is iremen* 
dous," says Ajay Snniva.san ol ITC 
Fiouncia]. 

Obviously. Ihe way logo is up. And if 
one of the spin'Offs is the eo/porafisu' 
lion of the enienainmeni business, well, 
who's comphiiningviyway? • 
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ON THE FAST TRACK 






omc. \et\ go 
^‘und Che 
worid.' sav*» ail 
^‘Micd G.S 
Vdrjdaii. direC' 

lor ol chc SoM^arc Tct-hoi'logy Park 
(STP) near Bangukiff, while pressing a 
bill tm> < m his compu ler kc> hoard I n less 
(hull j eoupic of seconds, he is m Paris 
and I he screen reads "Hituwmn ' (“We|. 
coinc'j "Now, CO Che ne\i slop." he 
says.andaeooplcof keys laier he is jn 
New York ' Y<hi can coniocl Nny , Uv. 
anywhere*, ulinosc tmnKdmicly from 
here," he sniiles, 

U Vaiiulari is |MihkI. Ik* 
has ieas<in\ In k’ llehao 
jusc shove h liou ellevcive 
his nine is in scMing up 
comniuimacion hnk^ 

across wtH>le eoniuwins 

in a loaiiei ol svvoiulv 
This means, ihe M»hwnie 
comjiahK's using his uiiii 

can riMch fiiLiw,i\ jihnvs 
wilh as nmehease 


The Software 
Technology Park near 
Bangalore provides 
Indian companies with 
a window on the world 


Voradan's Uiih in his unit’s capaci* 
lic& is >h4l^‘d h) Ihosc in the inidc who 
have linked up cousail ihc fac iliCKsidTc* 
red by ihe 5»TP Amitng ihc 10^ 


their work In ihcse hi-fech, compel hive 
times, the STP IS a lifeline for eonipj- 
nies which need lo iransm i i UkkIs of daia 
within seconds With most ol Ihe daui 
being nothing hui software developed in 
ihe coimiiy, ihe STP is rh^' fastest ixud io 
earning ihrough c a pons. 

C’Icarly. Ihe S’J >’ has ciMiie as a boon 
to man) linns And more* so. loi compu' 
mes like HPl. Sorlwure. Tlw two* 
year-ivld coiu|)an> with a lunuivei of Rs 
I5envc. expods all iis soliwaie (hroiigh 
the STP. The STP laeility is emremely 
gosid." wiys HR. s cHeeniivc direcior 


What has made many 
software companies use the 
STP, is the ease with which 
they can contact their 
clients abroad 


• The STP users have been 
provided with radio sets, which 
are much like a telephone 
Instrument. All the user has to do 
Is put his data into the radio set 
and send It across to the STP. 
which t$ about 20 kilometres from 
Barigaiore 

e Once the data is received at the 
STP, it is immedleteiv transmitted 
through the Sntenrta to the 
Intelsat satellite 

« From there. It is plcfied up by 
partners in different countries and 
transmitted to the clienU The 
li^ole operation takes |ust a 
couple of seconds, since 
everything is on-tIne 


WnOATI (IMMfiifM 



BuigalorC'haAcd M»fiw«if7 firms on the 
STF'UAcrs' h>t, ihcK are xitch multinu' 
lionaKas IH.M and Motorola and Indian 
finiis like Tala Hixsi. Infosys and 
Wipro. Soon, even Honeywell Irtdia 
will he linking up, 

Bui what cucily is Ihc STP’f in 
sofiwiarc circles, ii ls known ihc Inter* 
national Satellite Gateway. In whcf 
wcmlK the STP provides an access lo 
saielliie links tocKhCf parts of the world, 
round the clock. .^5 days of the year. 
So, anyone conneiAed ihmugh ihc STP 
in on*lincal1 ihe lime. 

’The reason why the STP a alir^mg 
software companks in such hordes is 
lhai a rapid conununKaiion link around 
the world is viial for getiing rciurns for 


B.V. Vcflkatcsb ' We iransiKt all our 
business ihrough ii If ii did not exist, we 
would have had lo resiin lo physically 
1 ranspon i ng ou r software,'' 

Many others in the industry agree 
with Vcnkaiesh. 'Wc use the STP'sfaci- 
lines niund*ihc<lock, and have found ii 
very useful," says Nandaii M. Nilckani, 
deputy managing director of Infosys. 
Vcrifonc’s V. Ramakrishna concurs: 
"The cummunicaiion fiKility through 
the STP is fine, and we have nol hud any 
majev problems so for." 

The idea of starting unih like ilic 
Bangalore STP came iihout a few years 
ago ui meei ihc burgeoning software 
industry’s need foi ii rapid ciHiiniumcu 
lion faciliiy Promoied by ihc centra) 






BUSINESS 


The only other 
agency offering 
similar highspeetl 
data 

communication 1$ 
VSNL. But some 
people m the 
industry say that 
VSNL is more 
expensive than 
the STP 


govcmmum's dcpunnicni nf ckxiru- 
nicv ihc STP vrus nicam lo help (he 
inJusiry develop svithin (he oNiniry und 
export (he soli ware fr«m) ri^'ht here. 
BccaUNC, oil then. Ihc viumirv svus 
losing foreign exchunge 
when ifitcrna(i<>iujj coin* 
panie^ *bi)d> shopped' 
for qualified personnel to 
work ahruud. The lack of 
rapid com inu n icudon 

facilities aUo meuiu ihut 
(hose bttsed in India siill 
had (0 export theirsoAwa* 

It physically, which look 
up a loi of time and meuni 
s lo&s of precious man 
hourv. 

The STP in Bangalore was (he llrsi to 
he huilt (i( began tunciioning in March, 
199^) under the central government's 
Software Technology Park India SchC' 
me. Two more STPs — ul Hyderabad 
and Trivandrum — arc nearing comple* 
tioA and (hose coming up at Oandhioa* 
gar. Bhuvaneshwur a^ Noida will lake 
some time lu begin operations 

S lufted wKh an milial central govern* 
mcni fund of Rs 5 crorc, (he STP 
near Bangalore has an onicnna and 
dishe.s bought from NEC of Japan and 
other equipment from the US. It has also 
gone inUHXilliihorution with Imcisai and 
has hired one of its iranspunders at US 



S70(i a nK>Aih. One of its majur partocrx 
is Ihc Wj\hingioii*based SDB Wiirld 
Communications Pvi Ltd and ii has lied 
up with Deuisch Telecom, British Tek* 
com and ixlicr ^simmunkaiion conqu* 
nK's in Furopeun countries. 


"There might be a hmi 
in Bongidore which has a 
client in Egypt. In that 
ease. I be STP ties up wiih 
a communicaiion compa¬ 
ny ifi that country to help 
receive the Bangalore fir¬ 
m's data." explains 
VarodaiT. "Por instarKc. 
wv are geili ng a pan ncr i n 
Denmark siNin. as a com- 
j puny has j client there." 

1 In im-94. the 

Bangalore-hased softwa¬ 
re companies with STP 
links exported software 
worth Rs 5b crore 
ihrougb this device 
atone. The figure is expec* 
led ui cross Rs 120 crore 
by the end of the financial 
year 

One of (he fullouts nl 
the STP'v exisience is the 
growth of olTshixc — us 
opposed 10 body shop* 
ping — development of 
soKwiire. As Nilckani 
wvs: The STP 

has been of great use in Ik I* 
pmg firms like ours to strengthen olfsho* 
re activities. Thai is huncfieiul to us 
since it costs«least 4(1 per cent less than 
body shopping." 

Wlw lus made many of them use the 


THE SILICON CITY 


Bangalore is (he capital of the country's computer 

software market 


fJMdithe Kamauki govermnent 
TV eonwioualy encouraging the 
clectirmics sector. Bangalore is fast 
devdoping u (he centre of 
electronics development m India. A( 
pieaenL the city has almoxi 50 per 
cent of the software-makers is (he 
country. 30 per cent of ihe technical 
insututes and ten per cent of the 
wieniists. 

k is (his focus on (be cteccronks 
whkh ted the KanuAka 
S(ate Eiecuonics Devetopmcoi 
CoifvradoQ (Keonics) to 
concegBidiae (he Ekcironics City 
near Bangalore. Geoceaiing a total 
turnover of over Rs ISO crore, ir 
would nor be (he ffloi U) uy that 


d)eBectionjcs City n today the bean 
of ibe induistfy. 

Sham Saxena. managing director 
of Keonks. says the city was ptanned 
so give a fillip to the ekevooks 
industry, especially the software 
sector, by pruvkUi^ all the 
infrastructure at ore place. 'We have 
(o stay ahead ufothers if Ban^lore 
has (o retain its tide as the Sitkoo 
Valley of India,* he says. 

Situated about 20 kUonaettes from 

Bangalore.theEk eif oak i QiytM 
many facilities to ofto. There ia 
iftduscrial bonog en eity here. Alio, 
there is space." V)^G.S. Vandai, 
director of the STP # the city. 

During (be laft fhMocial year. 



software devd^iea in Bangalore 
produced and exported M^ware 
srartb 51 em dvougb te 5T? 
aloM, By last week, they bad 
touched Ba 90 enre am) add) Wg 
bd I iags expected in die last week of 





















BUSIMCSS 


STP. i s 1 he ease w i ih wh ich ihcy can ww • 
(aci their clients or he«l offices jlbr^. 
The STP users httvc been provi<J«J unh 
who sets, which ;tr« much like u ickf^ 
rie insifunwm. All the user has to do h 
pul his data into (he radio set and send i( 
acTCis s to I he STP, which i s abou 120 ki lo- 
inctres from Ran^)iie. 

Once the dam is received :u the STP. it 
IS immedictely transmiiwO through ihe 
amenna lo the fnielsui satellite. From 
there, it is picked up by partners m diffe¬ 
rent counirits and trunMniiuid to the 
clients. The whole operation iiikcs iusi a 
couple of seconds, since everything is 
on-line. 

Through the Intelsat’s transponder, 
the STP has 25 fully-fonciional ihan* 
ncls ff any company wants a channel for 
its exclusive use. it costs Rs |4 l;ikh a 
year. For smaller llmis, which don't 
need or cannot afford a channel, the STP 
has u commvreial inicmei service schc* 
me, where a numher of compenies e&n 
lie up and use a single chumiel. ^ 

The only otlier agency offering simi. 
lar high speed Jam cximmunication is 
the Vidcsh .S.inchor Nigjni Limited 
IVSNL). Hut sonic people in (he 
Industry say that VsSNL is nKHcexpco- 
stve than the STP, Another faiiof in tne 
STP\ tavouf is that ri is tuned to the 
needs of the industry, dianks to its con- 
stunt iniciaction with software 


In 1993-94, the Baf^kN^tused sofhvate 
companies with STP links exported software worth 
Rs 58 crore through this device ah>ne. The ^re h 
expected to cross Rs 120 crore by the end of the 
financial year 




the rinaneiiJ yev, Varadao expects 
dmntocnttsRj llOonice. "^>6% 
excludes the amount earned ihrough 
e^oits by physU CTMsportauon 
lod body dw^ng. 

"Soon, 80 ptf cent of 


developers 

With soft ware piracy a ptxeni threat 
many (XMcoiiol users wtHifd be reluctant 
to use the STP variety of communica¬ 
tion foe fear of losing their software. Bui 
ihe STP has tried to allay such fears by 
cunsiBflily inieraciing with ihc NAS* 
SCOM such organisations. Now. it 
has € ven hegu n to auract fi nns w hich ore 
not involved in v>fiware exports. 
Shortly, a firm called Health ScKhe will 
he opening shop. R L. Narayan, mana¬ 
ger ol admini&iration, says his firm has 
lied upwhh three hospitals in Virginia. 
USA. lotranscnhe health daa by hiring 
750 hccrecirics 

Whai IS making iher- - 

STP atirjciive to all such 
rimis Is India's gcogra- , ; 
pbical loeaiion in terms j ' 
of luiv /^>nes and its low 
lobuui costs. "Wc die in 
an Hle;il pl»ce.' says 
Narayan. "It also ''Osts us u 
X) times less here than a 
similar enicrprise in the • 


software expona will be 
ofFhhort. Niuiycir, we 
expect Bangalore to !«d1 
Rs 200crure worth of 
software, of which Rs 
120 crore will he thivugh 
Vandan. 

‘With Bangalore 

acccwKing for 15 per cem of the 
cDuniry'k entire soRware exporu. it 
is justiikd in betog called Use Silicon 
Valley." 

Bui de^xte ihi^ rosy picture. 0»re 
are minor prtMems like etradc 
power su|:^ y ai Be Electfonic City, 
But Varadan says uandby genecaioci 
do eoi CD« loo fflu^ and thill it ir not 
amdor worry. 

Tm ccteiank lespcMe V the 
Ckcizooks C 19 and dK Bt?haa M 
Keoiuo topUDteeeQQreiAte 
sMe. SaiaM says: *We a^e plMttiai 
to xtan one at Mysene wht^ will 
cover 330 acres and coa 


uS would Another advantage is 
(hat many people in India know English. 
The STP offering t^uiellitc link for 24 
hours a day, of course, makes all this 
posslMc." 

Despite such hearty reactions to the 
STP, Varadan is aware that the equip- 
mcfli in use may gel outmoded very fast. 
“I realise the Ufliimiions and I am willing 
to chan^ and adapt as ind when the 
need arises." he suys. 'I can do that, 
since 1 know the industry and Its needs. 
In foci, my reactions are foster than that 
of the industry.' 

Given (he rote at which the needs of 
(he software industry are growing and 

- 1 the incasing number of 

{ those who will depend on 
him and the STP. 
1,’ Varadan and people like 

him will noi only need 10 
« * keep pace with the times. 

»;r — but move well ahead of 



Rs 85 takh. the eecMd 
onewdlbeitiDtepw'. 
and possibly a third IS 
Mangalaiv.’'HeexpM' 
^veign exchin^ 
eamiiigs from & STP M' 
Myaoio alone 10 reach Ra^ 
3ScTORby 1999. 

The state fovemmeM has also 
taken other inttiMivet toensuKihai . 
Baftga)^ ftguies on the 
intoTuaioQal technoloftc^ map. 

One of the biggest piojectt coni&i 
^isthehigh-teds^ogy ** 

ioformatiM park, itoM 18 kmfron 
Bmgakffe. Expected to be opeaadhi 
n&d*l996»itua>oi«veohirob^l > 
teiwIiyiSiniapciraewweriMBvSS , 
thcTaasedih i nve aw wftttbfowfr 
250 tftdlvx. Vlee 

Modwmqlor.pw j e o ttadMofft^ii 
ihtufoa pTOMim iadustrtal 
whiefa n expeoad tooome in the 
naxnwoyaan. 


•IMMVS* iINW»IWV 










ARJUN StNGH 




A rjun Singh's 
expulsion from the 
Congress may 
smoothen the country's 
transition to a market 

economy 


—[ The riU between 
Congress party pre* 
sident ar^ Prime 
HL Minister Nmsim* 

ha Pao and pany 
I {V B stalwart and for- 
met Union Cabi* 
net minister Aijun 
if ^ Singh, which has 
^ ‘ ^ culminated in the 

Utter's eapuKion from the Congress, 
will do India's oldest and still most 
valuc-dnven poliiical party moiv good 
than harm. As the I09ycar*old 
Congress attempts to rejuvenate itself 
and come to terms with a new globalised 
world order in which Marxist and 
Maoist socialism has fallen in ruins, the 
purging of die-hard socialist elements 
ftom within the party augurs well for the 
reiUBCtUUion utd revival of the Congress. 

Most of the criticism kA the parly 
leadership and issues raised in Aijun 
Singh's elaborate reply to the show 
cau se letter i ssued to hi m by the Discipl i- 
iiary Action Committee of the party 


MANMOHAN SINGH 


are unexceptionable and 
arc couched in careful 
pofwlist language 
designed to ^ipeal to the 
party rank and file. Bui to 
get a feci of the powerful 
suNerranean pulls and 
pressures, which ihe 
Congress U expenen* 
cing. as under Prime 
Minister Nonximha Rao 
and Union finance 
minister Manmohan 
Singh it makes a tentative 
effort to cut loose the 
chains of Nehruvian ideo* 
kigy which has ru ined the 
mudcM mairrtal hopes of 
an entire generaiion of 
Indians, it is importmti to 
make an attempt to under¬ 
stand the cau««s and 
vested interest^ whkh 
Aj)w Singh represents 
within Ihe heterogeneous 
Congress pvty. 

At bottom, when 
Ai^un Singh expresses 
concern about the *«ni' 
poor impact” of the party 
leadership's economic 
liberaJisauon pnigramme, concern 
for safeguarding minuniy rights and 
anxiety about the Congress party's adhe* 
rcTKe 10 tbe Nehruvian kMogicaJ 
legacy, he is using a coded language 
well ’ understood by parry faithfuls, to 
argue in favour of the package of soci¬ 
alist policies, unsuccessfully devised 
and implementeJ by the Congrexs party 
since Ihe mid-Fiftios. 

In Uv coded message, humoniaic eco¬ 
nomic liberalUation. Congrcw-siyle, 
contimics to envisa^ a domiiuin* inter¬ 
ventionist Tolc for the state in business 


and convnnce. Fur hundreds of thou¬ 
sands. if DOl milUons, of party cadres, 
associated fixos and power brokers, a 
continuously shrinking role of the 
govenunenl in business and commerce 
is not merely a question of ideologica] 
semantics. It is a question of livelihood 
spel I i og the rapid obsolescence rf faci I i- 
taiing skill devdoped over several 
decades. With the abolition of industnal 
licensing, thousands of such facilitators 
have JoM a very lucrative source of 
revenoe. 

Memver. humane economic libcrali* 




The apparent clash of personalities in the Congress part) 
there are the forces of modernisation and progress within 
IVIatitnohan Singh. On the other hand, Arjun Singh represe 
hell-bent upon persisting with the failed socialistic develo 
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sal ion. according b) Aijun Singh and the 
majority of Congress pa«y faithfuls, 
requires larger gtrvemmeni outlays and 
resources f*ir state* managed poverty 
alleviation progra^nmes. (he expansion 
of the public disirhution system, subsi¬ 
dies fur posver, water and fertiliser, the 
continuance of the differeniial rates uf 
interest scherrtes of the nationalised 
banks and soon. These inevitably malad* 
ministered state interventionist schemes 
provide rich pickings in terms of leaka¬ 
ges and power of prJionage. It is the 
very real prospea of a drastically- 


reduced role for govenimeni in these 
fields of welfare activities and the 
displacement of kiih and kin politicians 
and babus by goal-driven welfare sector 
pntf^ionals with specialised manage- 
menr skills, which is giving sleepless 
nights to parly Uthfuls. gaihered under 
the Aijun Singh banner. 

Likewise, the coded message in 
Aijun Singh's concern for (he Muslim 
minority, which has recently been on (he 
receiving end of Hindu communal ism. 
is a plea for persisience wiih communal 
vote-bank politics. Such minority- 
righis-driven politics requires the conti¬ 
nuation of exaggerate respect for 
Muslim ctefKS and divines, who with 
iheir regressive w(^-view have perpe- 
mated secular illiteracy and poverty 
within the nation's Ivgesi minoniy 
community. 

As Union minister for human resour¬ 
ces development. Singh could have 
done a loi to construct additional educa¬ 
tional institutions, especially for 
Muslim women and children. Bui. pert- 
nially involved in petty potilicking, he 
coftspicuouvly failed to create any addi¬ 
tions! educational facilities for anyone. 

L ikewise, (he slavishly ritual obeisan* 
i;e which Singh insists on paying to 
the political legacy of the Nehiu-Gan^i 
family is also a coded appeal for (he per- 
petuaiion of Nehruvian socialism, cha- 
rvierised by the nero ba^-dominated 
Ucence-permit-qucpU raj Singh is acute¬ 
ly aware thai for the Congre.ss party rank 
md file, a polity enmeshed in red tape 
offers rich pickings. What he docs not 
realise is (htf the naiion as a whole and 
the general populace are fed up to the 
back teeth with the wheeling-deaiin^ 
corruption and graft which tfe concomi¬ 
tants of Nehruvian socialism. Only a 
minority widiin the Congress party has 
the perspicacity to perceive that if Aijun 
Singh wins (he pai^. the party will sure¬ 
ly lose the natioo. 

There is another compelling reason 
why (he Congress cad^ and well- 
wislwn erf the oatioo's oldest pditical 
party, which has a rich but misspent 
legacy <rf nation-buiiding value premi¬ 


ses. need to rej<^^|}e^ackward-looking 
politics of which Aijun Singh is the 
embodiment. This aspiring leader quiie 
obviously lacks the vision imd characicr 
to lead the party and the nation out of the 
.socialistic wildeme.ss which has made 
life ih coniemptmiry Jndiu the neuresi 
ai^roximaiion to 'hell on earth' fur the 
overwhelming majoriiy ofciiizens. 

Quite apart from the fact (hHi he has 
made no percepiihle impact upon llte 
HRD ministry during the past three 
years, it is also tree lhai he is deeply 
embroiled in the Churhai loiieiy Kundal 
and that he has insensitively constructed 
a virtual pelKC overkxiking a lake on 
the ouiskins of Bhopal from yet- 
unidentified fund sources. In the circum¬ 
stances. u> repose faiih in such a leader 
would be political suicide for the 
IW-ycar-olil poMicnl party. 

In the final analysis, it is important to 
grasp ihai the apparent clash of perso¬ 
nalities in the Congress party is in realKy 
0 haltk of value p; mscs. On the one 
hand, there arc the forces of modernisa¬ 
tion and progress within the Congress 
parly personified by Narasimha Rau and 
Manmohan Singh, who are moving to 
break with (be past. On the other hand, it 
16 now quite potent that Arjun Singh' 
represents the forces of status quo. pani- 
cularly those hell-bent upon persisting 
with (he failed socialistic development 
model for penonal rather than national' 
advantage. 

One hopes for ihc soke of the nation 
(hat wisdom will dawn upon the rank 
and file of the Congress party and that its 
cadres will fall in line bchiud its new 
leaderehip as it timorously moves tojetu- 
son its onerous — and useless — soci*. 
alistk baggage and take u> the well- 
travelled capitalist road. * 


(HU tlUW* « V* iBiMtf •MIW Ol aMWWM IDMIM 
natiaMlWxiiUiiil loiuw wwii uf fWfmnn 


NARASIMHA RAO 


j in reality a battle of value premises. On the one hand, 
he Congress party personified by Narasiniha Rao and 
its the forces of status quo, particularly those 
mieiit model 















BUSINESS 


Back on its feet 

Titaghur Paper Mills in West Bengal is all set to recover its past prestige 


I ndustry observers gerteratly believe 
that sick units referred to the Board 
for Industrial and Ninancul Recon* 
fUnjciion (BIFR) have seldom nude a 
comeback in West Bengal. But this 
time, they could be proved wrong. 

Titaghur Paper Mills <TPM). which 
used to be a premier paper manufaciu* 
ring unit in the country, was founded in 
IS82. The outfit had three paper mil Is— 
Titaghur and Kakiruira in Bengal and 
Choudhua in Orissa. 

However in the early 
Eighties, TPL staned 
incurring huge losses, 
mainly due to dated iech< 
nology. and in November 
1985. It was shut down. 

By 1987. production had 
ceased completely and 
the company was refer* 
red to (he BIRR. 

Subsequeni to a long* 
drawn‘Out BIFR revival 
scheme, the Otodhua 
mill was taken over by 
BalUrpur Industries 
belonging to (he LM, 

Thapar group. Thi* c<*n*^ 
lenikTs for the takeovers 
of the two West Bengal | 
uniLs included iiidusiry ‘ 
heavyweights like the Birlas 

I and Ihe Reliance group among others 
i At onetime. K.K. Soman y of Somany 
Industries, seemed all set to walk away 
with the prize, until (he BIFR .shot his 
proposal down. The final round was 
fought between M.R Joiia of Pudumjee 
Pul and Paper and i.P. Oiaudhury of 
Titagurh SteeK, in October last year. 

The strongest factor that turned the 
tables in Chaudhury's favour is his track 
record in turning around five sick units 
Chaudhury, now. has great plans for 
TPM. His Rs 75-crorc Tiugarti Steel 
Limited (TSL) has firmed up an invest* 
mem package worth Rs 3(X) crore for 
TPM's rehabilnation and expansion. 
The Industrial Development Bank of 
Indio, as the operating agency in the reha¬ 
bilitation sclWme. has sold XSO.OOD 
equity shares of TPM on 19 January, this 
yea; iconstituiing 8.03 per cent of the 
paid-up capital of (he company), ai (he 
rate of Re I per share lo the nominees of 


TSL. 

Technical upgradaiioa and expertise 
come in (he form of a iie*up with 
Finland'ba&ed Joaka Poyry, which will 
be providing technology for the manu* 
facture of newsprint and security paper. 

Obviously pleased with this new 
acquisiiiofk. Chaudhury says. The 
investmeni will make TPM the largest 
private sector p^ier unii at a single loca¬ 
tion. The capacity of the plant is likely to 



be quadrupled lo 2 lakh tonne from the 
present 45.000 eonne." 

'The BiFR has given us a target date 
of October 1995 for mill-one and Octo¬ 
ber 1996 for mill-two. But wc arc much 
ahead of the target und trial production 
at the millH will begin m the next few 
nwnths. Commercial production la 
expected to begm by September this 
year," says Chaudhury. 

What ahftit the fate of the workers of 


J.P. CHAUDHURY 


*'11m iirvftstmnt 
will mate TFM tha 
largMt private 
factor pa par unit at 
a location. 
Tba capacity of tha 
plant if llk^ to be 
quadnipM te 2 
lakh tonne from 
the pre fe nt 45,000 
tonne" 



TITAGHUR PAPER MILLS 


the ailing unit? The BIFR hii» permitted 
retrenchment o( all TPM N^orkers from 
(he date the new management took 
control of the sick unit This is a land¬ 
mark decision of sons, especially in a 
state w here (ndu s(ry•bbnu r relati ons 
have hardly been cooperative. 

The state government has been 
watching these developments and has 
agreed (u transfer the management of (he 
West Bengal Puipwood Development 
Corporation to the TSL group. "We 
have also been promised 19.0()0 hecta¬ 
res of land in addition to ihc 6.000 hecta¬ 
res (hat we already pos.ses$ for captive 
plantation. The sum total of all these acti* 
viiies will make us a low-cost producer 
of quality paper, and very soon, we hope 
to be one of the largest private sector 
paper manufacturers in the country." 
says Chaudhury. • 







hnnh afier U tncrgcd with tlx 
Uitcr, 

Among other gianK the group has 
fought is (he Life Insurance Coqmiion 
of India (LIC). The latter had rejected a 
claim by the widow of Vithakia^ Par* 
mar. who died of cardiac armi ten 
months after laJdng a Jeevan Miira polU 
cy. The LIC said that the (toceased was a 
dntnkard and had suppressed facu about 
his health. 

The CERC chaHengcd dx LIC before 
(he Giqanr Consomer Redressal Com* 
iiuukm« which ordered ihe latter to pay 
Rs 40.000 (the policy amount I with JK 
per cem interest plus Rs l.OOO towards 
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People’s watchdogs 


A Gujarat NGO takes consumers ‘ movement to a new height 


T he Indian consumer may still be 
much ai the mercy of various 
govemnwni and ctirporaie mono- 
pi>lies, scarcely aware of his rights. But 
(he Ahmedah^'based Consumer Edu* 
cation and Research Centre (CERC). ^ 
non-govemnicni ivgani^lUM) (NOO), 

luis been taking up his cause tor (tr past 
30 years and nuking an impact. 

The man behind the mission is Manu* 
bhai Shah, u former lexute mill mana* 
gcr. Shah began the halite in l^7K. The 
Gujarat State Rrud Transp^irt Corpora¬ 
tion (GSRTCi hadjust announced a fare 
hike. Shah thought ii was unfair. Colla¬ 
ting data m fares charged in oilier stales 
and comparing ihcm with that of Guja* 
far. he threatened iheOSRTC with a law 

Mill. 

The (ISRTC. he 
argued, was legally 
bound to ensure cfficiun* 
cy and minimise wastage 
and that the commuter 
must nut pay lor its 
incompetence. GSRTC 
revoked the aniKiujwe- 
ment A year later, it 
again iricd lo a*vise the 
fares. This time Shah 
moved ciHin and won 
Hi.s next battle was 
against some teude mills 
that were marketing blen¬ 
ded fabric with 
misleading markings. On 
CHRC’s insistence, the 
Union commerce 

ministry directed coilOA and art silk 
manufricturcrs to clearly indicate the 
fibre cuntent in each fabric. 

More recently, the griHip has taken up 
a similar case. Geeta Achorya claimed 
that two (obacco-basvd too(hpt»sies, 
IPCO Creamy Snuff and Dentobac. 
manufactured in Gujarat, were habit- 
forming and injunous to health. The 
CERC petitioned the Gujarat High 
Court, which directed the manufacturers 
to print the details on their cartons and 
tubes in English and Hindi with a war¬ 
ning that tobacco is injurious to health. 
The court also directed Ute companies to 
pay the costs to the CERC. 


In April last year, the organisation 
picked samf4cs of Anml Uie bread* 
spread, tested them in ns own laborotory 
and found them ctmiaminais'd with 
fungus. A mu I immediately wnhdtcw 
the supply, but is >ei u> uscepi <>!RC*s 
suggcsiHmv. Now the latter is fanning 
to file a sun. 

And such ihrcuis of 
kgaJ action seem m he 
working. It happened this 
year with Hindusun 
Uwer Ltd iHLL) 
agreeing to sign a legal 
undertaking to continue 
manufacturing and pro* 
moting all mafM 
TOMCO (Tata Oil Mills 
Cumpony l.imiicd) 


costs to (he widow'. 

Not saiisfled. ihc ('ERC appealed to 
the National Commission claiming 
cicmplary diiiiiages. The commissitwi 
allowed R* 3(l.(XXi as plumages which 
I he CERC' found lo he u h> mciigre. Ei nal • 
ly. the CERC has appealed k> the .Supre* 

CERC otriM li iUwMdiRiJ: Uklitg M Mrporatt QMmtt 


The scenario is "not 
that di^i or 
disappointing", feels 
Manubhai Shah. 
Moreover, the Indian 
consumer his changed 
con^derably and he is 
no longer willing to 
suffer in silence, savs 
Shah 


me Court, praying tor Rs 3 lakh. 

Consumer awareness iv increasing, 
says Shah. Today, (here :ire consumer 
fonims in all the 480 disincts of the 
country. ‘Thai way India heads the list,' 
he pwnis out. Bui bccauvc of a lack of 
regulatory agencies interests art not 
being fully proiecied, says Shah. 

'We are also impair^ by iHiicnicy.' 
he adds, but feels that the scenario is 
"not (hat dismal or disappoint mg". The 
Indian consumer has changed considera¬ 
bly and he is no longer willing lo suffer 
in silence. say.> Manubhiu Shiih. • 


f/ 










IMiav Kepilr Its Mp t9 Ms prwtpItiM a €rtil» 

in IN CnKUHi) 


100 DAYS 

OLD 


And the communist regime in Nepal is 
already in trouble 


he offtciol residence of the 
pnsne Minisier of Nep^l in 
Kiiihnundu is o red hrick 
house with richly corved woik 
den pillars supporting (he 
porch. U looks sohd and reassuring. bu( 
(he house, for some sirangc ruuson. is cal* 
led Baluwauir meaning a home built on 
sand. 

Nepal's ftrsl democra(icany*elec(nl 
Prime Minister. O P. Koirala. lived m 
(his house of sand for only three of his 
five* year term — (he Nepali Congress 
(NO government collapsed und mid* 
term polls were held. Bu; political stabi* 
lily still eludes this tiny Himalayan King¬ 
dom — the communist regime is barely 
a hundred days old. but the voten are 
already wondering how long ihc 
72*year*old Prime Minister will be able 
to hold hi.s government togciher. 

Of course, some of ihe 
problems it faces today 
had been anticipated by 
the communist regime 
wheti it look over power 
on 15 November Iasi 
year: economic and poll(i* 
cal instabiliiy because rt 
was a minority govern- 
meni, politicisation of the 
administration and the 
threat of Indian hegemo 
ny, both legacies of ihc 
previous NC government. 

As these problems 
were inbuilt in the 
system, the communists 
tned to make the best of it 
by turning them to their 
advantage. After Adhika- 
ry was sworn in. he told 
(he people of Nepal that 
(he comfflunis(s had been 
pu( in power because all 
other parties had failed (o 


get enough MPs (o form a government. 

Thus, ihc rcsponsihiliiy of running 
(he govenimen( wxs (heirs. But at (he 
same (ime it was (he duty of (he other 
partres in Pvliameni to ensure that the 
govemmeni kd by the Communist 
Pony of Nepal fUniM Marxist* 
Leninist) was not toppled. “If our 
govcmmeni fallv it will not be our fault 
but theirs.' said Adhikary pointing u> 
the Ncptdi Congress <NC). which was 
jusi five MPs behind (he culing 
CPNtUMLl's tally. 

The CPN(UML> government spell 
out its agenda clearly on economic 
issues within days its assuming offi¬ 
ce A committee headed hy an MR. 
Keshub Badal. was set up to implement 
the land reforms programme. The ^an* 
ning Commission was strengthened 
And the Prime Minister described the 


pet^le's anger over ihc rising prices 
thus. "You're wr>med about rise in pri¬ 
ces only i f you ha vc the power to buy." 

When asked jf he was worried i^iut 
wheiher the minonty government 
would be able to pass ihe budget. 
Adhikary (old Sunday . There are com 
^pulsions on both sides, I 
|am csmtidcniol the mam* 
j^riiy of the other piirties. 1 
have got wj much coope¬ 
ration from the f^posi* 
lion ihai any number of 
^ihnnks is inadequate." 


B ut a working equa¬ 
tion with political 
panics on the floor of (he 
House is one thing and 
coping with a politically 
pre-disposed admimsira* 
(Ion — rhe vehicle which 
delivers the promised 
goods (0 ihe voters — tn 
quite another. The admi* 
niMraiion in Nepal beca¬ 
me polilicised when (he 
old Panchayat system 
W6U overthrown by the 
NC-led pro-democracy 
movement. With great 
difficulty. (he 
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Kurciiucncy attuned 
ihclf u> NC’s require* 
mcflts and coped bravely 
despite » dearth of udmi* 
nistnitjve talent in the 
country. 

Now. suddenly, eve¬ 
rything has changed, 

Lorlier, in adminisimivc 
dealings the rule of thumb wa.s that the 
Indians were good guys. Suddenly, the 
adjrumstraiion was asked to make out a 
case that they were bad guys, out to sotv 
vert Nepal's sovereignty. Thin violent 
shifting of gears can be seen in seven! 
decisions the govemmcnl took in the 
100 days that it has been in power. The 
Tanak^r Treaty, the 1950 Treaty, the 
Anin HI project and many others are 
awaiting the attention of the govemmem. 

Many of these projects have an Indiai 
angle. And it is in its dealings with India 
that The CPN(UML> feels most cumpro' 
mised- The party adopted a shrill anti- 
India position during the election cam* 
paign. South Block did not lake (his 
senously because of two reasond. Fir* 
stly, it was dismissed as mere election 
rhmohe. Secondly, no one in Delhi 
seriously believed that the communists 
would come lo power, since every report 
from the Indian Cmbesay In Kathmandu 


The clash of interests between the government and 
the party has come out in the open. And today. 
Prime Minister Manmohan Adhikary's (above) 
position in the communist regime has become 
somewhat unsure 


vuggeMed that the NC would eventually 
form the government. 

But when the CPNfLMLi did come 
to power, both New Delhi and Kathman¬ 
du wanted to forget all ihe biitemess.- 
Nepal's deputy pnme minister. Madhav 
Nq»J. was given a red carpet welcome 
when he came to New Delhi on his first 
trip abroad. He was even given a gun 
salute at (be airport ~ an hooour usually 
reserved for heads of slate. Nepal retur¬ 
ned home hi^y. describing his trip as 
"prqMfaiory* to (he visit of Prime 
Minister Manmohan Adhiksy (o India. 

The Nepalese ctactioo to Madhav 
Nepal’s visit was summed up by a 
canoon which a^^ieared in a Kathmandu - 
based new^i^ier. It showed a tired 
Nepal disendn^ng from an aircraft in 
Kathmandu marked 'Delhi*. He is 
holding over his shoulder what appears 
(0 be a sack full of stones. 

"What have you got for Nepal from 


by a reporter. 
iVjdil/.- ht replies confi* 
dently. "dAndka^'Ci^nSemy and good 
intentions.* 

The communists art now resigned to 
the faa that anything they do will be 
seen as a climb-^wn. a sell-out to India. 
Indeed, the words in currency in Kath* 
mandu these days are 'renegotiate*, 
"review", "rename* “ in essence 
review all treaties and projects that have 
something lo do with India. 

But the real threat to the communist 
regime is from within. Since the pro* 
blems have to do with the .smicture of 
the ruling leftist coalition, a link back* 
ground about ihe CPN(UML) will not 
be out of order at this stage, 

T hf CPN(UML) was formed on the 
eve of the 1091 parliamentary elec* 
(jons as an umbrella organisation of 
leftist forces in the country. The two 
mam pomes were the Communist Pary 
of Nepal*Marxisi (CPN-M) — which 
had several chansmoiic lcader\ (like 
Manmohan Adhikary and Sahana 
Pradhan. who was minister for industry 
in the interim govemmeni headed by 
K.P Bhatlaraij Uui few cadres ^ and 
theCommunivi Party of Nepal 
(Marxist-Lemnist) (CPN* 
ML) — which had large 
number id followers but 
very few leaders. The 
two came to art understan¬ 
ding before the pollis and 
Manmohan Adhikary 
woA offered the president¬ 
ship of the unified party 
in January 1991. 

In the 1991 elections, this unified 
pally won 69 parliamenUiry scats. This 
victMy was accompanied by an interne 
discussion within the CPN(UML) over 
the line It should lake on socialism and 
democracy. Madan Bhandan was consi¬ 
dered to be a thoughtful and charismatic 
young leader. He propounded a theory 
which sought hohudaliva janavad 
(mulii-pany democracy), but this wa.s 
contested ^ hot-heads in the parly who 
wanted nauh Janavad {new democ racy). 

Eventually, in the Kathmandu confe¬ 
rence of Ihe CPN(UML) in 1993. the 
hahudatiya Janavad thei>ry wac 
approved The proponents of nauto 
Janavad likeC.P. Mainali and Jhalnath 
KhanaJ were isolated as (he minority 
ginger group in (he party. I n a rigid S tal I - 
nisi grouping, they would have been cal 
IcdLeft^veoiuriNt^. 

Madan Bhandari died in a road ucci* 







PriM Uhmm Wwohaw mwary 
prttWIiig om a party nMtlNi: a 

dt¥ldadliaM 


dem and in his place. MuJh^v Nepal wu 
appointed as Ihc pan>‘s new genera] 
seervtary. This was seen as the coniinua* 
tion of Bhandah's line oT thought, but 
(he fact remained that there were two 
opposing groups among i he ommunisK 

Meanwhile, in ihe IW purliamenta- 
ry polls, the CPN(IIML) came to power. 
Madhav Nepal was appointed depuiy 
prime mini.ster. Several members of the 
ftauh jafkivad line joined the govern¬ 
ment. Then the centra) committee of (he 
CPN( U ML) dec ided to take an unpreue* 
dented uep. The general secretary's 
powers were delegated to a deputy gene* 
rat secretary, a non*exlsieni post in the 
party sUiute. The man to be appointed to 
this post was Vamdev Gauym. a party 
MP who was at one time a bonded labou¬ 
rer And in his first statement after assu¬ 
ming office, he said, "Ottr party is supre¬ 
me and our government must be control¬ 
led by our party 

And speaking in Parliament. Prime 
Minister Adhikary approved ibe idea. 
"Our pany wiJI d^idc (on this matter). 
We’re nos like the NepaJi Congress, 
where the government went out ^ the 
control of the party." he said, causing 
mudt hue and cry in the House. 

On I February. Gautam once again 
reiterated tbe supremacy of the party. 
And this time it sounded like a warning. 

" In a multi • party system, there shou Id be 
party supremacy over the govemmem. 
What sort of inter-relationship can be 
established between the party and the 
government should be Ihe internal con¬ 
cern of every pany." he said. 

The NC promptly alleged that (he 
government was being "over¬ 
submissive" to (he party. But (he 
CPN(lfML) reacted by deciding to 
further strengthen ils hold over the 
government. A pany depuiy general 
secretary had airekly been appointed. A 
new committee hea^ by JhaJnath Kha- 
nal was now fonned. Its task: to decide 
on government appoiniments and act as 
a bridge between (he government and 
(he pany. Earlier, this was Madhav 
Nepal ’ s job. He no longer had it 

Many in the govemmem were under- 
siandably disturbed by this develop¬ 
ment . Ai a meetiof ^ the PI anning Com' 
mission. Prime Minister Manmohan 
Adhikary was kriuted by (he number of 
party ca^stn (he room. He pointed out 
that (hey were Imemipcing a govern¬ 





ment meeting and asked them to leave. 
But no one listened tp the PM. 


F ollowing Madhay Nepal's visit lo 
India, (he clash of interests between 


■ India, (he clash of interests between 
the government and the party is out in 
the open. Nepalese deputy PM was voci¬ 


ferous about ensuring equality ir India- 
Nepal relations when he wav cam¬ 
paigning in the elections. 8ui during his 
thp (o India, Madhav Nepal made very 
few gains for his country. In fact. 
Adhikary was hard pressed to explain 
what his junior was doing in l^Jhi. And 


I ACCORDS AND DISCORD ■ Some amin>\vrsiuf tmtiii 





The Cf^(UML) s^ Hut the treaty 
vit^atee Nepal's sovereign status tiad 
is heavily loaded m fimxir of India. 
Article 5 of Ihe treaty, for mstince. 
makes Hmandtfory for Nepal to 
tnfbnn India about aoy arms 
porchM. *nas, the cocmnurriits ay, 
is particuhvly ineuMfig. 

The ladMloiTCOiiDeot mainuios 
th« tbe oaacy provides ceneo 
pdyileges for Nepakee dtizess 
reeling is Indii. For awaoce, 
Nepakae in faitSa ga tbe sane 

fadlhiea as Twtiam r^re^ng 

ownerddp of property. Moreover, 
the 0^ givea Nepel Bade sad 
tmaU rigfaa with iwnim al duty 
Payment. The iMban govmuwni 
Ml tfiai abodid the trerey be 
«enpped/Na^ will he tte bigger 


The former Prime Minister of Nepal. 
G.P. Koirala, signed what the 
CPN(UML) colls, the unequal 


I.F. RiMBMfQwttlilMMlilM: 
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Tl)is u « hydd pro^ that was (0 bt 
funded by the World BwA. The 
KoiralAtegiaie waa aU aettoc^y dv 
pro^ wte It was voted out of 
power. 

Now. tbe (AwiiiaHuB r^ime ia not 

ipD keefl 00 ii and watts to decide 
hew noch It is goini to speed 00 it b 
btt eveadoeaaeAed dMt if dte World 
Bttdi «««a 10 poU ott. ia wiU 
ippnoch tte Aaiae DoKlopmeiK 


ro every question, the PM's Mock reply 
was, “Hamijtift na (i don’t know).” 

When NC leader G.P, Koirala was 
asked about Adhikaryposition in the 
government, he said. ’'Modhav Nepal 
seems to be the dc facto PM of Nepal. 1 
noticed this (clash of authonty) even 

when the communists were in the Oppo¬ 
sition. Even then. Adhikary used «> con¬ 
fess that he coukln't do inyihi ng aMtut it 
onbisowA.* 

Jn an interview to Susdxy. Monmo- 
han AdhiUry said (hat he was confidcni 
that Indta-Nepal relations would 

i>rojci‘fs 



Twakpur Accord on (he sharing of 
the waters of the river Mahakati. Hus 
way. tbe anununisis aikge, Koinia 
iiold Nepal's rights inretunifora 
small aim of power Co be generated 


by the Taoakpur {Roject Tbe 
CPNCUML) hi5 elao| marntained 
that iIk acc^ should N 
reoegouated. 


The Indiao govemmeot mBintsms 
tbar the accord was signed between 
two heads of stale and all poHucal 
pMiea should k4q>oat of it. 


improve under the CPN'UML> pegime. 
To a question whether he ww; positive 
about the |wiy*s coopenuiun. he .said: 
"Bveryone has differences. Aren't there 
differences between Prime Minister 
Narasimha Raoand his colleagues?" 

Adhikaiy is expected to visit India 
sometime this month. And the 
CPN(UMl.) is hoping that all conteo' 
nous issues will he sotted out bilateral¬ 
ly. In fact, the stakes for the CPN(UML) 
is very high because the parry will have 
10 explain its ptKition to the voters. 
What\ more, the hordfiners In the 
CPNtUMI.) are waiting for the opportu¬ 
nity to embufrass their rivals. 

At preiiciu. a task liuce Iuls been set 
up 10 study the I V.V)Treaty ol Peace and 
Friendship. And mandarins in bolh the 
exxjnines are working uiwards redefi¬ 
ning their national interests in water 
resources, cili/enship iind defence. 
Moretiver, when the time crnnvs, India 
will have lo take its share of Marne lor 
the Mluallon that just falls short of a face- 
off — police teams from India have 
repeatedly marched into Nepule.se lerrii • 
ory.violaiing their law. The latest Inci¬ 
dent look F^ace when a posse of police 
(um Maharashtra entered Nepal 
ihrough Ncpalganj without informing 
Ok N^alcsc iiuLhomicN and were for¬ 
ced i<> return. 

But under no circumstances can India 
negotiate with u fragmented political 
auihoriiy. Perhaps. Manmohun Adhika- 
ry's visit will determine Ok terms on 
which the iwocouniries will start dehbe- 
ruling again, Adhikary described this 
impasse bust when he said, “Ham kya 
korm Ham unko luihirt sakie: 

utth hatn< nahin sukie^ Wohi 
Mibxe (ktiu'fw initra Hai jh icv tfaten 
saaf. hit uikrn <What can we do. 
We can't forget them, they can't forget 
us. But a (rue friend is one with whom 
youranbefnuik)" • 
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SPACE 


Technology that benefits the common man 


l^l week. Shankaran Kuify, a/tj/ter- 
man in Ktra/a. s€f afffor a porticutar 
area of the Arabian Sea in hts linte cata¬ 
maran. When he returned, he had thrice 
as much J^sh as he was used to hauling 
in. What hod helped him in identifying 
the area rich with catch was the nottce 
board onshore at the tocal fisheries 
office. 

Some time ago. a team of British 
schooU'hildren who were on a hiking 
trip tn the Himalayas lost their way. 
Stranded at over 20.000feet above sea 
ievei. they flashed a beacon at the sky. 
The signal picked up and the 
chiidren were brought back to the plains 
safely. 


from space technolo^ which cannot be 
assessed in fiiuAcial tcmu. Imagine 
this: in a few years. aitifKiiiJ hmbs and 
the soles of footwear will be made of the 
same matehal whkh went into one of 
the INSATs. cavities in teeth will be fil¬ 
led with a subsUAce which was gsed in 
(he PSLV launch vduck. and (he hot- 
cases keeping food warm <m the dining 
table will be insulated with maieruil 
which went into building a saiellite. 


a 






H A nything that is used in space can 
#%be used on earth more effective- 


elping Kutty to get a huge 
haul of fish and ensuring 
the rescue of the Briti sh tee¬ 
nagers were Ihe eyes in the 
sky: Indian satellites. In the 
first instance, the Indian remote sensing 
satellite helped Kuicy by identifying the 
best fishing area and infoniung the fishe¬ 
ries office, in the second case. fN$AT 
lA picked up Uie children's distress 
$(gn^ and guided a rescue team to the 
spot. 

Space technology is touching the 
lives of the common man in ways tKK so 
commonly known. For instance, each 
time the television set is switched oo to 
catch the popular Chitrahaar, or a long¬ 
distance number is diailed on the tele¬ 
phone. it is Indian space technology at 
work and play. 

India is justifiably proud of being one 
of the leaders in space technology, but 
the country's ^Mce programme has had 
its share d critics who have carped that 
the country can ill afford the huge sums 
of money (an estimated Rs 755 crore in 
1994-95) on putting satellites in space. 

What they have not taken into 
account arc the increasing spin-offs 


^%be used on earth more effective¬ 
ly." says N. Saropaih. executive director 
of Antnx. whkh is the comrrterciaJ front 
of the department of space. It is this rea- 
itoning that has led many companies to 
look at the commercial exploitation of 
technology developed primarily for 


going on Hi (he DenuK'ollcge in Tri¬ 
vandrum with one such spm-ofT pro¬ 
duct. The Vikrani Sarubhai Spiue 
Centre (VSSC) in Trtvundrum had (teve* 
Iciped a high-strength muichd called 
Kevlar a couple of years ago, C.H. 
Venugopal. chief id technology transfer 
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space. So far. ISRO has licensed 216 dif¬ 
ferent lechnologies to private firnu. 
most of which could finally end In one 
form or the ether in milliona of homes 
across the counoy. 

For example, at present, trials are 


at VSSC. says Kevlarcanbe used fbrfil' 
ling cavities in teeth. "Kevlar is strong 
and light." he says, "and the filling is 
also cheaper, since it costs l/20lh of the 
currently used materials like g^d and 
silver". Adds Sampatfi. 'The lachnolo* 












%y wc have developed for i mage proces • 
King f'nMn K^lcJliie^ can be used fur radkv 
grjphy piciurtA, X^ruys, ecc. which cna* 
hies easy diagnosis and we have aJrcaJy 
irunsfcrred it co ihe imlusify 
Anofher Kpin*orr product from space 
lechflology which Ndds great promise 


jace research can hel, 


gerator UKlu.qry to look tC says Sani> 
path. The UB Cioup^ which has bixi^i 
ihe icchnology fiora ISRO»^ans to mar¬ 
ket the product commercially ooce i( b 
cummeicially viable. Joy<k^ Mazum- 
der. controller of corporate planning and 
coord inaikm with UB. says IsroputyoC 
will be used in making polyuthere mat* 
tresses (supnior lo the foam), sicenng 
wheels, chair handles and car bumpers. 

The henefii to the envirenmem is ano¬ 
ther feature of an I5RO discovery. 
When the organisation t>ecikd silicon 
for one of its projects, insiead of turning 
to sand which amains the material, it 
looked towtfds ihe huge amounu of rice 
husk which were being dumped by mills. 

The kind of technology applied Ui (he 
fKe husk ensured that ilcame up with a 
fine lorm of silicoo The technology 
has now been traftoferred to a firm in 
Madras which is producing fine silkcm 
powder.* says Kampaih. The product 
can he used in shoe voles, rubb^ tyres. 
pe>>ticidcs and even cosmetics like tal¬ 
cum powder. *We have made a value- 
added product from waste and also clea¬ 
ned OiC envuunmcM/ enthuses 
Sampath, 

ISRO has also developed a substance 
which can solve the problem of the 
raging fuc ai (he Amalapuram oil well. 
*The oJfex dry chemical powder, which 
it similar to the substance used to c^ ml 
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DE^iTAl FILLINGS 


DURABLE SOLES 


of diverse use is Ihe syndtetk polymer 
called Isropoiyol. "It came out our 
oeed 10 have s filling material lo propel* 
^aiits When we developed Itfc^yol. 
^ realised it couM be used in insula- 
(ioo. We have offered it now to (he refri- 


wdl fifts. is aUo being used to 
extinguish the fire at Amalapunm.' 
says Venugopal Since fire hazards are 
high on Indian trams. ISRO has also pro¬ 
vided the details of olfex to the Indian 


S pace lechn^gV necessarily means 
superior WIPRO. which 

delivered the^t^ stellite ixackmg 
system for tSR(f^ >9^7^ is now on to 
more specialised w^k idr both ISRO 
and diffcTcnt defence -organisations. 
"Our work for ISRO has bl^ benefited 
others since our software for our space 
cvganisaiion has mtgniied unto other 
generations of pragrammei.*' soys A. 
Sadavtsam. chiefexecutive of WIPRO. 

One of the intricate softwares develo¬ 
ped for ISRO w as the geographical infor* 
maucm system (G1S|. "'ntU is really exo- 
uc.' says Sampath. "(i is a multi-layered 
loformaiion system used lo map an area. 
You can get every kind of information, 
begi nni n g w ith popu lution densi ly to the 
literacy level of an area thr\H;gh this. 
Now. a natiiKial resource cettire is on the 
cards, using the CIS. whcie nil infonru- 
lion will he available/' It was the 
BangaUtfe-based firm. Pegasus Softwa* j 
re ('unuilianis. which had developed the 
ss'fiware for ISRO. 

Tata Tea is another company which 
ha» used ISRO's satellite tinugery. The 
cumpany. which hus nearly 24.000 hec¬ 
tares of leu planiuiittfis in the couiHry. 
used Ihe imagery to identify lunds which 
are good for lea cultivation 
The company had also .sponsored 
ISRO to develop a hygrophutoincicr. 
which is an instrument used lu dcienni- 
ne the moisture Lonient m tea leaves. 
Now. a Bangalore firm culled Airvent 
Pvt. Ltd has dcveli^d o machine based 
on the concept r>f the hygiophoiometer 
and it has hu^ installed at one of Tata 
Tca’v factoncs for trial. 

Other jMtiduccs which had their gene¬ 
sis in space technology and arc now ente¬ 
ring the market, range from rust-free sur¬ 
gical instruinenis to the S-band direct 
reception syucm which delivers Thr 
Bold And The Setmiijut directly into the 
I i ving rnirn (el i mi naiing the cable opera¬ 
tor in (he process) and word-pnxessing 
software in different Indian languages. 

But what is regrettable is (hut even 
ihou^ India's vpace programme was 
launched in 1ii has taken so long for 
(he spin-nff benefits to reach people. 
That is due to the rcluaance of 
industries to react quickly to new deve- 
tof^nents i n space technology. 

Perhaps now. with strong iniemoiio- 
nal competition coming in. Indian com- 
pturies will wake up to the technoiogiev 
that are available nghi on their doorstep 
and tap the commercial potential that 
they promise « 







street life 


Some stark facts about the children of Calcutta 


c 


I he Ciiy of Uyy. isn*i 
cKacily j hupp) haven for all -- 
and eenutniy not lor children uf 
the lesser ^ikIn The CilcuiU Muniopal 
Corporalii'n (CMC) revealed nimc Niad 
facts ui the All India Mayors' r4«fea*n* 
cc held m ihe ciiy insi month. 

The meet, organised by ihc CMC 
andUNICBF. sifessed the need to pro¬ 
tect children Irom hunger, poverty and 
cuploiution. 

The city svcne is depressing, hot r4ir a 


sphere in which ehiIJrcn <»f this city lag 
behind. They ore hadly iiffeetcd by 
undcnMKirishnK'nt. m>. Denied ot basic 
medical facilities, they sulfcr from mal' 
1 nutniion, pixv health and 
I nutrient deficiencies. 

I Besides. iMily 4S .4 per cent tif the city 
j children haw been covered hv iminuni* 

I 

I sjtion programmes. Although, ihe 
infant iiMHiIdity rate lius come diiwn 
fnmt 5.^ per thtwsond in I9K9 to .^8 per 
ihousand in 1^2. diarrhoea and respira* 



change the uuihorities called a spade a 
spade. Calcutta, the second most* 
populou.s city of Ihc country, has nearly 
40 per ccni of the pnpulalmn living 
helow the poverty line, and. in this seg¬ 
ment, children arc the vvorsi sufferers. 

Forced to fend for iheinscivcs, the 
children of C'alcutta's underclass have 
taken to the streets. Studies have shown 
thui nearly 78 per cent id them drnp'iHJi 
ol school because of their migratory 
nature and shifting habiiai What is 
more, nearly 44.5 per sent irf the 
children in Calcutta arc m»r enmlled in 
«c(hx)K and ihcir enrolmeni figures con* 
slMcfiily decline from class I to V. 

Education, however, is not the only 


Ad open-air school; ae^ 78 
per cent of uxlefclass cUMra 
dn^ out (^school because of 
tb^ Btigratory luhire and 
shifting habitat Moreover, they 
are denied base medical 
fadUUesandnotritioo 


Kvy failures still lake a heavy toil each 
year. 

But the itmm disturbing trend, 
however, is the rive in the nuntber of 
child workers and prfntilutcs. Accor¬ 
ding to the CMC, nearly five per cent of 
urban workers in West Bengal comprise 
children heiwcen 6 and 1.^ years. Mo.si 
of them are self-cniployed and work as 
rag-pickers, poners. beggars, newfipu* 
per filers. shiKshinc b<>ys. doinuMic 
help and as helpers in ihc innumerable 
tea shops of Calcutia. 
Many of them even work 
in hutuirdous and suNiu- 
mun conditions. 

And this, raiher misera¬ 
ble stale ol afl'uirs hasn't 
(level oped ov<* might. 

Despite the stale govern¬ 
ment's s‘fforts <ivcr the 
years and iis ncimn plan 
lor children, coniliturns 
haven't improved. 

Of late, the state 
government af>pearK to 
have real i sed the mag nitu- 
dc uf the problem and has 
urged various non- 
govemmeni orgunisa* 
dons ( NOOn ) and i n tc rr ii- 
tional agencies like the 
lINICBFio help out. 

2 Preseniiy, a number of 
I NGOs are working for 
I the uplift of .street 
children. UNICEF is aUo 
aciivel y involved and i s hel pi ng the stole 
welfare ministry to develop what is cal¬ 
led the Calcutta Plan of Action for 
i chi Idrcn in collaboration wi ih the Calcut¬ 
ta Metropoliian Development Authg- 
: niy. They ore specially worried about 
I the growing problem of child prostitutes. 

"We should (KM forget that about onc- 
Ihird of our total population arc children. 

I And to protect them from all odds, the 
mayors and the policy-makers of the 
nation should take necessary steps." said 
pTdsanta Chaiiesjce, the mayor of 
('alcuitu. 

But will the scars go away? • 










Winning With Technology 
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Indian designers are 
now making their presence 
felt in international fashion 
circles 


W bcn designer Ritu Bch 

her fashion $ho« 
lo Pans next month, 
the Uoupe wilt include 
not just 20 models and 
40 oulfits but also choreographm and 
photographers. Christened Sanskriti. it 
wiJI trace India's sartorial splendour 
down the ages. World-renowned French 
couturier Ovistian L4croix, with whom 
Bcri had worked as an apprentice, will 
be an invitee, apart from !)00 other 
French and Indian guests. 

At Suneet Verma’s show in New 
York last June, uhles were booked at $ 
ISO each. Attended by an impressive 
crowd of 400, it had iV Asia covering 
the show live and CMmopolitan lending 
a page to the event. Singapore Airlines 
later bou^i the rights to the foota^. in 
order to beam it on board their nights. 
Not surprisingly. Verma is flying hack 
this June for another show — and hope* 
fully, another brush with success at the 
big apple. 

Jewels Of The East, a fashion show 
held in London last November, haJ i.i. 
Vallaya.Rina Dhaka. A.dtish Soni and 
Suneet Vemta eshi biting their prize 
se^tuences at the prestigious Wembley 
Conference Centre. The audience (com¬ 
prising the likes of Ramola Bacbchatt, 
NamiU Punjabi and a long list of power¬ 
ful Britishers) was impressive. As was 
BBC s and TV Asia's 
coverage of the event, 
which f1«Lshed pfofiles of 
the designers every other 
hour on TV. "Even befo¬ 
re we got there," exults 
V allay a. ‘everybody 

knew about us." 


'a * 
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C all it changing 
colours or a simple 
exercise in (nuUipIying 
dimover, for many of 
India's top designers all 
the world has, suddenly, 
become a .etage. While 
not long ago. all we heard 
of was some stray Indian 
designer participating in 
an ohscurc charily show 
in Taiwan*^V vi't so any 
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A fashion show at home: 
intemat«or>al standards 
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more. An increasing num* 
her of Indian designers 
are now capturing 
foreign catwalks, transla¬ 
ting the audience's inte¬ 
rest into soles. F(v instan¬ 
ce when Verma held a 
slww in Hong Kong last 
February, not only wa.s 
he able to sell off the 120 
oulftLs he'd earned with 
him but he alM> clinched 
orders for another 40* 

The reasons fur this 
graviiation westward 


CartwiibyJJ-Valayt: 

illha'ItvibOITN 


aren't far to '^ek Thanks to ai^ 
increasing demand for 'designer* clo 
thing in the wake of the consumer culiu 
re flooding the country, the domesli< 
market is saturated wi^ clothing ihnt. 
irrespective of quality, sports a designer 
tog. Add to this « suifcil \j( fa&hi<in 
shows held at the drop of a hat, and you 
krK>w why designen are beginning to 
feel the need of ex|Horing new horizofiN 
"Fashion shows have become such .> 
joke here," says GUanjaJi Ku^^hyup 
"Last season every Johnny was havirii* 
one. Naturally, serious designers an' 
looking outwards for grow th." 

Another reason for this movement' 
concede designers, is ilial since a si/ea 
hie chunk of Ihctr cltctwele consists oi 
NRIs anyway, it makes hetlercommcfi i 
al sense to lap them where they oiu in 
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^ciipvr% poini uu( ilui they get 
eager caiK fiwn ctisUimcrs following 
poplar r»hinn prognunnicv •» Zee 
TV. Says Vallaya .tor (he show m 

I A)nd<« was a good bearning ckpmnce. 
*Thc dwawncss about Indian dcsigneis 
Is palpable on the iflicni«Hiti»| scene. 
We've come a long way from being 
lahellcJ H« people loHT) the land of snake 
ehaimm" 


we tu be followed by a party on (he pri va¬ 
le beach of the JewM. 

Ai for the coutuffi there will be nine 
sapiences an Indo-Anthic fnvlange 
of t-huntfon and for* 

mal dresses. The jcwellciy h to be .speci¬ 
ally crafted by master crahsmen from 
Aligarh The chorcstgraphy will inlrodU' 
ce ouifiiv to the acconipaniincni ol 
music, and in harmony wiih it. Begin¬ 
ning with pasieK lo the tune of soft, ope* 
ning burs, the show will reach its climax 
by presentmg the iiugniricent piei f Jf 
mhtonte as the iiiusk reuebes its 
crescendo 

Venna h>irbou(\ siimlur ambitious 
(riansfoc his show in Singapore, schedu¬ 
led for May Ik willhavc. ap;irtlnimall 
the Cim'v reigning Miss Indies, a dorcn 
laher top riHxIcK to sltnwcaM: hrs slulf. 
rhe glamorous TV slur and hosi Kumal 
Sidbu. of h Pte Pn sutr luniCi will com¬ 
pere the sb<iw while Q major airline 
(whose name Vemu reluscd to divulge) 
will sponsitf the tickets. Apart from ex hi- 
biting his latest summer collection, the 
designer will also include u kuiciduscHi- 
pic mix of his work over the last nine 
nmnlhs. 

Bert, who IS alTCiidy selling at the Gal¬ 
leries Lafayette in Pi^s. hopes that her 
show there will result m more goodwill 
tor her lag. apart from tx:ing a litmus lest 
fur her merit, *]f the Indi¬ 
an designers art abk to 
moke strung inroads in 
Kuropc. that will be the 
real touchstone of our 
iniemaiional excellen¬ 
ce." feels Beri. 


I t cannot be denied that Indian 
designers sat fast nuking their presen¬ 
ce tell in the fashion ciivks ol (he West, 
but they still have a long way to go befo¬ 
re they con make on cn v laMc dent there. 
As lor fts iht MHld1e-!*:aU is concerned, 
however, they have staged a s inual coup 
A ka of the loyally thcTc is known to 
pick up Indian couture IriHTt upmorlcci 
boutiques like I'dsatren .ind (be rts'enily 
opened Moliu And ihai is not all 
Hashmti shows we held iherc practically 
ever) other day. feoiuring Indian 
designers. 'We've swarmed (he rr^k- 
eastern market.'' says Soni, 

.Sooi should know. Ik is about to do a 
large show (20 models. 60 outfits) in 
Muscat, It Is being organised by the 
dewan of the Sultan of Oman The pro¬ 
posed venue K as upmarket (the 
Albustoft Palace Hotel) aai the diarge for 
the evening |Rs 2.000 per head). Wine 
and ccx kiaiLs hefcac the hour-long shuw 


greofer numbers and 
SI mu I laneoiLsIy esubi i.sh 
•i strong network in a new 
souuiry. 

"Instead of waiting for 
the Indians to come 
licft,*' says Ashish Som. 
"we W(»uM rather gel to 
ihcin there. The cusio- 
iricrs arc happy getting 
^hdi (hey want sitting 
"here they arc instead of 
having to l1y (k»wn for it. 
and wt get the requisite 
''posurc," 

The media has chipped 

with its bit. playing a 
«*;i\alyiic rok in fuelling 
'l>c demand for Indian 
^k'^ignerweur. Seveml 


Thai shouldn’t be too 
tough, keeping in mmd 
the iuna/iiig ground swell 
of cheap labour and the 
astonishing range of 
fabrKs avaiUMc in ilie 
country. The mood is 
certainly upbeat, and the 
stage appears to be ail set 
for a successful sartonol 
invasion ol the warld by 
India. • 


Says designer Geetanjali Kashyap, 
"Fashion shows have become a)oke 
here. Naturally, serious designers are 
looking outwards for growth" 






The wall that Jack built 


A sculptor makes a statement against the senseless brutality of war 


A Curious oniookcn, lou- 

risis well us passeT^-b>. had 
:onvcfp<d in front of the glass 
house in Bangalore's famous 1^1 Bagh. 
All drawn by on amu/JAg synchrony of 
music and sculpture. But while the 
music of the banjo, the guitar iUHl the lyri* 
cism of (he rruiley group of singers 
reached across to the crowd, it was the 
sculpture, an imposing mud wall of 120 
human heads, ihai clearly fascinated. 
And barely had the gnwp ended its 
second uing. than a voice frt>rn anxtng 
the crowd exprvsscd what perhaps all 
tho.w prcscni there had been feeling, 
j “I)Ho mr\f\ tshk kf ju^hr /ua«' jofta 
: diya." (you have made' love stir in every 
heart) said an cniotj^)n charged Prcni 
Bhangi. a kurta'Clad, Miiddli'*agtid lou* 
Kst. As he launched into a full'lhnuHcd 




reridition of the Urdu sfiair, (he rest of 
the crowd joi ned in die sing along in ful I 
empathy with the sentiments of (he 
singers who had calk'd upon all huma¬ 
nity to unite. 

li was certainly an unusual capericn* 
cc. Bui fur sculptor ojkI tslisl I)cv • 

raj, (hisspnnUincvus and positive respon* 
MC from the people was heari*warming, 
something he was seeking all along. 

Thf Writinif Omjhf W/di. as (he sculp 
lure depicting li0 headpo^ viciims of 
war and violence is called, certainly 
evoked powerful reactions from (he vie* 
wers. Measuring 22 feet hyr 7 feet and 


weighing three (onney it is an irrqwsing 
struciun:. iokui chose (o eahiNi it in (he 
pubiK gardens where the sculpture 
couki be viewed by all and free of c harge. 

The tide of (he sculpture comes from 
pop singer Lobo's popular number 
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Umwrsai SoUi^r. which snys. “He 
never sees the writing on the wall". 
Explains John. There arc loo many 
walls around uv nf hate, greed, 
hunger, religion. TYus is a wall against 
wars “ 

The idea of building the wull ctfnc to 
hint when Bosnian painter Nena Sesk 
visited him in the CTiriMmas of 1W3. 

had lost 7.0IH1 other paintings in the 
ethnic connki that was raging in her 
country ar«d w Nkh si i II coni inucs lo rava¬ 
ge (he lives uf her countryriKn. 

While John and his neigh¬ 
bours were bringing in the New Year 


with music and laughter, Nena strum¬ 
med her guitar ami wept. "If more such 
songs atKl celebrations had taken placi' 
in Yugoslavia, we would nut have had 
such a bloody war.' It was this that spar 
ked off the idea of making a sculpture 
for peace which wouJd also be u 
monument lo the countless innocent vie* 
(ims of violence. 

To ruinforce the message of the bni- 
tality and hopele\sne.s.s of war. John and 
his group, who call themselves Afiisis 
Uni ted. have made a 22 • mi nuic n I m al !ti I 
entitled Ttv Writing On Thf Walt~ 

A montage of art. poetry (fculunng 
the greats of Karnataka like Kuvempu 
and Basuvanna), music and various 
other films on violence, il shows the gut 
spil ling horror of Na/is using soap nuuk 
loini human corpses a.s depicted in 
- Allen Renais' Night And 

( Fog and the Vicicong 
experience in Pcici 
Davis' Hrarts And Mind\ 
juxtaposed against riots 
• r and communal disturhun 

ces in India. 

In yet another telling 
(CTiiimony. as the doeu- 
dim began mlling out 
Jc^'s six-year old 
daughter let out a pier 
cing shock and begged u> 
be taken home. As Patlon 
on the screen commcii 
ded his soldiers, ''We an 
a bloody gooil bunch of 
killers". John explained 
that the children his 
neigh hourhiKMj wem stilt 
traumatised by t)w Urdu news riots in 
Bangalore last year. 

To defuse their fear and gel them 
moving towards a future diey can 
mould, the programme was inaugunt(e<l 
by 300chi Idren who held lamps, .sy mN' 

Using hepv and courage. John, however, 

irsials. "Ii's not enough to fed bad. Vmi 
have to follow radical protagonists like 
Basavanna and Gandhi and act to sii^^ 
violence. ** 

And Jack's wull will certainly provi 
to he an uniclcniing crusader ugainsi all 
brutality. • 
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Wc vdliC our customers and endeavour to maintain (heir confidoice by providing 
Cables of the highest quality, backed by efficient after-sales service. We offer our valued 
customers a wide range of Power Cables, Coniinunicati(H) Cables and Fibre Optic Cables, 
all manufactured by tk same Group ofCompanies. 


Ml VKRSAL CABLES LIMITED VINDHYA TELILIN KS LIMITED liltA tRICSSOK OfTICAl LIMITID 


Cl is a leader in the Indian cable 
idustry. producing a wide range of cables 
capacitors knovm by the brand oaim of 
'n^.siar*. io collaboration with various inter* 
i( ion ally renowned principals. The range 
I^per Insulated Cables, Speciality 
U^'o^»hc Cables, Cross LiokcdPcdylhene 
iiNcs, Power and Instnitaentation Cables 
V.' J'owerCapacitofS- 


VTL was established in technical 
collaboralioo with Ericsson Cables AB, 
Sweden, and maDufaclures a wkk range of 
Polythene Insulated Jelly Filled 
Underground Telepbooc C^des in'a wide 
range of standankooduclor sizes widi cable 
sms varying from lOpairsto 3600 pain. 


6HOL has entered into the Held of 
tdecor&muniutkw for the manufacture of 
Fibre Optic cables at its stale of the «t 
cocQplea at Rewa (M.P.) in a joint venture 
with world renowned Ericsson Cables AB, 
Sweden. The Fibre Optic cables are of 
intonatiooal quality and meet all the 
requiremeots of the Department of 
TelecoQununicatkwsaDdthe Railways. 






*. Birla Vikas, Sana 485 005 (M.P.) UdyogVihat. Rwa 4W 001 (M.P.) 
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Udyog Vibar. Rewa 4B6 006 (M.P.) 
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Love letters 

Bangalore-based Arjun Sajnani stages another romantic musical 


W hile (here are »veral famous 
(heave directors in (he 
country, ii is rarely (hat one 
involved solely with (he English stage 
becomes a celebrity. And among the few 
who have attained a certain degree of 
renown, it ix (he irrepressible Alyque 
Padamsee. Bui moving on to centre 
Mage and almost rubbing shoulders with 
Padamsee. is ihe Bangalore'based 
Arjun Siijnani. 

Over I he years. Sajna¬ 
ni has built an enviabk 
reputation for hirasclf as 
a (heairc director. 

Thniugh his group called 
Theatre Arts, he has 
revealed hts talent in such 
commercial and critical 
successes us Amadfux. M 
Hutifffy. OiHfr Peopif K 
Monev and a host of other 

4 

productions. So when Saj¬ 
nani put up She l/ives Me 
in Bangalore recently, it 
became a must on the 
social agenda of many 


friend’ kind of letien, L^Ccr. when they 
become colleagues at the same parfume- 
rie. (hey get lo know each other’s nega¬ 
tive side* but by the end of the pUy. (hey 
’discover’ (heir love. 

Although e^h of (he principal durac- 
ten is fleshed out beautifully, the play 
is intriosically frigile The plot is thin 
and ihe denouement almost predictable, 
ample reasons why She Utves Mr was 










As w>(h every play directed by Sajna¬ 
ni. She Loves Me wa.s marked by innova¬ 
tive sets, good cosiumes. high produc¬ 
tion values. The best of local singing 
lalenl and a good music score were other 
factors in its favour. Bui somehow, the 
romantic musical felt shod of the hype. 

Based on a pluy by (he Hunganun 
writer Miklos La.s7:lo and scl in the 
Wih, ihc story revolved around a 
couple whocommunicaic ihcir affection 
(hrough a series of anonymrius ’Dear 


Although each of 
the principal 
characters in She 
Loves Me is 
fleshed out 
beaotiAilly, the 
play is 
intrinsically 
fragile. The plot Is 
thin and the 
denouan^t 
almost predictable 


never a success even on Broadway . And 
although it wwi critically acclaimed and 
prrtvided (he gisi for two successful 
filrm made in Hollywood, it ran for a 
very xhon period. Revived \aM year, it 
did not fore any beiier than M) yeans ago. 

Sajnani vox aware of (he dnwbacks. 
'Actually when i bought (he ri^tx for 
(he play from (he American company. 
Mumc Theatre Inientational.’' he says. 


’’(hey (old me that i( had not fared well 
commercially." Bui as Sajnani says. 
*Whai appealed to me about. She 
Me was the tenderness. Il is on> i 
(he-bordersickly sweet, and Miked that.' ' 

And he wax confident that he could : 
make She /jtves Me work. For under Ihr ' 
surface anger and frusimtion. there wns | 
(he universal appeal of love. And a dash ? 
of nambuyunily choreographed | 

dunces which enhanced ' 
(he enicnainmcnt value 
of the play. 

Which, in itself posed 
problems. "Abroad. Ihe 
entire stage ix movable 
Here (he most advcnii^- 
rous thing I could do wu^ 
udopl a trolley," he 
laughs. Handling (he 
microphones was uno 
ther worry. And (hough 
Sajnani had imported 
esircrnely sensitive renx) 

(c micro^oncs for supc 
rior audio cffeci. (he Icch 
nological gtilchcs were 

unmistakable. 

The redeeming feature ol (he play, 
biywever, was (he dedicaiinn of tlic 
mostly amatucr cast. While (he Irish 
bom MaiyOo Kelly and Mark Lynn m 
(he lead mies were impressive, i( wo'* 
Lisa Fernandes who played (he pan of 
(he sales clerk at (he parfumcric and 
Michael Viv^ Piers as the moiu<' 
d’ho/W who stole (he show 

The soul of the play, however, was its 
musk*. Scl by Jerry Rock and <li reeled by 
Bangalore-based Evie Taraporvula, the 
tunes are catchy and infectious. Nuxn* 
hers like (he title song. A Trip To Vw 
Lihrum and the chorus Twelve Dovs h' 

♦ 9 

C/jn.rWkis had the audience paitieipa 
ting in Ihc rhythm. 

You could say that m spite of the flaw 
in the script and (he technical disarru). 
She fjyves Me sent back (he audience 
wj(h a smile on (heir faces and humming; : 
tunes from the play. That it succeeded m | 
doing that, as any musical worth ' 
name should, was where yci another ol , 
.Sajnani' s productions scoml again. • 


_ ^ 










Tbedate book 

Kalnimaya, a novel kind of calendar, gains in popularity 


E very ye*r. ihe firsl (by of Navrain 
has housewives in Bombay 
Aishing to ihe olo&est siaiioncry 
I ^)j> lo buy (he ’lUlnimayaV The far- 
; 1 ‘icn too, join (he eager (hn»ng of laker* 

I far Ihe ungbmorous calendar. Whai 
I ptDinpls (heir interest in this panicular 
! product m a glutted marker 

The answer lies in the fact that Kalnir 
' naya iv more (hun a wall hangin^ 

, (h«ii supplies you with 
Oates: 11 is a unique Mend 
1*1 ulmanac and muga/i* 
lie. and it is a must in 
every middle class home 
rn MiiUarashtra. 

KulnirnayuS history 
, hepn )» 1972 when 
J.iyjnt Saigaokar, a 
leiwhng astrologer who 
uMies horoscopes fur 
p*ihhc:itions like 

. lokwtiu. decided to po** 
vide the layman wiih a 
kdlemlar which would 
k.uiy Uiisily acccssihlc 
irilonnution about the 
lime and position of pin- 
nets and the auspicious 
on which ccrcmiv 
incs like weddings. 

. xnhfiprawxh and fcsti- 
v<i[s (xiuld he conducted NtHio 
I mcniion the general holidays ikxlarvd 
hs die governmcni. and a day-planner. 

And that was not all At the back of 
each page would exist a mini*maga/iiK' 
j with flails about various star pusiik>ns, 
recipes, a number <if household lips on 
liciklih. train Itmc-iabics and much, 
; niuchinorc, 

Salgaukar's cl forts have now lakcn 
the shape of a thriving busirK*vs whkh 
ht* luns along with hiii three aons: JainJ, 
'i'lyanand and Jayendra. Suniang^ 
i dendar Company, as his enicipnsc is 
' •died, has travelled a long way since ils 
beginnings, when the calendar 
printed at a press belonging to one 
Sa|gmi|cv\ friends. Ii now boasts unc 
the largest and mosi nwxkm presses 
" the country. The increasing popula- 
nf the calendar can be gaug^ fn>m 
"'t' fan ihai now. in addition to the three 


Marathi editions, of which (wo are high¬ 
ly Sxciali^ (Mes. general calendars in 
MVCT o(her languages — Hindi, 
rjiglish. Gujarati. Kannada. 
Maiayalam. Bengali and Tamil — are 
also being published 

Jairaj Isulgaukar charts (he prttgress of 
KaJnirruya though (he yean: "We 
stalled very modeMl y. Wnh only 25.000 



named'Arogya which, wjih iu (ips on 
did. exercise and disease managemenl. 
is aimed cleverly ar the new crop of 
hea](h-consctou$ citizens. Kisan gjve& 
farmers Ok astronomical details on 
which depends the successful sowing of 
seeds and ihc promise of u bouniiful har- 
vest. Modem technology is n<K wholly 
forgutien cither — infoonarion on plant 
insccitcidcs and resources managemenl 
coexist with Owl on ihc 
influence of stars 





Hie general Kalnir* 
naya is (argcIcJ ai urban 
people, especially the 
lady of Ihc bouse. Wc feel 
she needs the CHlendar 
more than the others. Ii is 
used hy her for domestic 
tips and also to help her 
write sccounis.'* explains 
Jairaj. 

Kalmmuya's success 
has spann^ nam; ilwn 
one c«Hjntry It is sold in 
Miwll numbers abroad 
(5.00(1 copies in the USA 
and 5.(100 in the IfK). and 
the company has opened 
its oflkcs in Allanu uikl 
in l.ondon. 

What nexi? Well, the SaJguokars arc 
full of plans to make their calendar even 
morr of a must for every home. Apart 
fnnn getting ready (o come out with a 
ninth language edition next year, they 
intend i<> add 16 more pages to the gene* 


The almanac'cum'magazine 
brou^t out by the Salgaokars 
(above) is sought after by 
fanners and housewives alike 


copies. WC had to reason wHIi the shqv 
keepers to stock our calendar. 
However, il^ haveii*t regretted (heir 
dccjiion to give us a chimec." 

There exist (wo vcrskinv (he ^leci* 
aliscd Marathi editioos: one called 
Kisan. mc»i for farmen, and (he txher. | 


ml calendar, with additional inlorma* 
(ion which is of vitul importance to the 
lady of the house. 

So each coming year will see nui just 
a fresh calendar from the Salgaokars but 
ddificrcntkindofonc. • 


*wr. 
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KHAASBAA 


KRUnKADCSAI 


❖ 


ou've heard 
of old. com- 
I fortahic 

; couples 

allowing 
ihemseivcs 

i Ihc luxury of forgcRing (hdr 
' anniversaries. Bui Lhc young 
and devoted Shetty duo? 

Af^MTcriily, Sunil and 
! wrfc Mana svere engaged in a 
hii of a spot Khe ocher day. 



t'snocaUjam. 
being an 
^^^aciresB. No 

as Krvi- 
tika Desai 

found out lhc 
other day. being a lelevisiMi 
staple. 

She was ahoodng late at 
nighi (when else?) on thi 
sets of Neci^ GuJeri*s 
ChandnJuutia in Bombay's 
Film City when two men 
strode up to her looking like 
they wanted the standard 
smile and autograph that 
make up the average dole 
out of the Sian. 

But, after one of (hem 
asked to shake hands and 
then made it clear ihai he 
wanted to extend familian* 
licK further, she naturally rca* 
red back and raised the alarm 

Fortunately for her, umi 
hands cairw quickly lo the 
rescue and she was led hock 
to safety. But that still leaver 
Kruilika trying lo balance 
her smallish fame with lhc 
weight of Its price. 


arguing over when it was 
that they had actually got 
manied; on the day the marh* 
age was re^siered or on the 
day il was religiously 
solemn i.ted? 

Maner% were prevented 
from getting u^y when 
Sunil and Mana conpromi* 
scd. and decided to celebrate 

both. 




AKSHAVKUMAfl 



<x too many 
actors like to 
>l|il dwell on iheir 
domestic 
lives. Indeed. 
SMne have 
gone as far as to deny that 
they were married ai all 
(when (hey were). 

Nevenhelets, nearly 
every star worth his copy has 
provided miles of guying 
prim about his \ovt/pv^ 
siortffascinaiion for baNes. 


The ones he’s pictured with 
are usually other people 
but (hat doesn’t deter the 
actor from speculating drea 
mily on some distant dau 
when he will have *(jme' h' 
have his own. 

The latesi baby ulk eoptc 
from the hunk AjBhav 
Kumar who has gong as fat 
as to wish he "was alJlIe ho> 
again". 

Ah. aitd we'd thought h( 
had never grown up. • 









"/rt its different rhythms, is the beat of one Nation " 
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Mwllm craftsman at worti: ona araa af spacialisatlw 

THE CALL OF THE FA 

I 

Our lust mue turn ft/ rurutts Jnun Hatkfe- 
dutidin Khan'sbtuyk. Bewildered India; tdeniily. 

Pluralism. Discitrd. in whu h thf puUurai st trn- 
risi df scribed the pluralhm aj Indian sot irry. 

hi the conc luding exIrcH'Is /torn the uune 
hook. Khan examines the ddemma faced hy the 
country's second largest cummunirv. the 
Muslims. 

I 

I n Lhis l>ackgnnjnd. it sbeufd be evidcni 
Ihat wKai in cidlcd (he 'Muslim pnthlein' 
has many ramifications, btxh in lenns of 
Ifvfh and secion There are a( IcasX five 
levels of relevance; I)(he local (villa' 
ge/lown). 2 jrbe district. 3)the suie. 4 Xhe region, 
and 5 )(he country. Ai each level. due to variation 
in demographic cnmposiiion. dilTerence in the 
nature of socio-political significance etc., (he 
specificity of the siiuatioA/prohlcm acquires a 
difference and a newness. 


OXe 

common 
Muslim has a 
deep-seated 
/ear that the 
goal of 
Hindustan is 
to destroy 
his religious 
identity 


Likewise, there arc several viial .sectors of ihc 
Muxlirn situation. instance, habiiahon and 
employ meiH. acquisuinn of education, skills and 
technique; personal law and social reform; pro* 
tectiun and promotion of Urdu (lor the Urdu- 
speaking segment of the Muslim population 
which is probably ubnui 35 per cent of their total 
population): maintenance of cultural ideniiiy; 
security of life, livclihocid and propcfl); panici- 
pution in politics arnl the general process of 
dermKraiisaiion and ruKi^m-huilding. It is. (here* 
fore, ridiculous simpli (icaiicsi to speak of the 
Muslim problem exclusively a.v a monolithic all* 
India prt^lem only. 

The Muslim pruMern, like the Hindu pn>- 
blem. is the problem of India, a national problem 
(and nor a communal prtiblem or il>e problem 
only of a community). Because Hindus and 
Muslims are the only two all India communities, 
who are fragmenled regionally, linguistically, 
culturally and ethnically, whose problems have 









Seana at a alum: tha fata el lha ImIIi of ledlaa Mnllms 




There is an emerging new Muslim identity in 
India, says Rasheeduddin Khan. 

Concluding extracts from his new book 


relevance at each level and in all NechHsnf natio¬ 
nal life. It was the mam putative sirateiy i>f ihe 
British imperial ruk that had politiciscfl reli¬ 
gious communities. 

Bui it should he noted that part of the pniMum 
arises precit<ly because the Hindus and 
Mu.slints are not numerically equal Indeed die 
divergence in relative proportions is mo great, 
appro*imaiely 82 per cent to 12 per cent. The 
Muslim pn>hicm. socially and cultural!), iuid in 
a very specific sense ewai politically, is not w 
much a vertical phenomenon as il K a hofirontil 
one. The regional vanaiiiwis are loo significani 
to be ovcftooked. 

For instance. Muslims arc not a minority in 
Kashmir. They consiiiuk the illiterate, eaploiicd 
majority, which has still not been aWe to av^ 
power equal to its 8»«. The culture pattern in Lak¬ 
shadweep and Malabar is difTercni from that m 
Cachar or MurshidabaJ. The Muslim rural mas- 
scs in Meerui and Basti. while having certain 


Gy^usWm- 

I 

I have less 
I than a 
proportionate 
share in 
jobs and 
positions of 
natural 
I importance 


general similarities with the Muslim craAsmen 
in Moradahad or handlooin weavers in Varanasi, 
have very Utile in commun with the Palghai far¬ 
mer in Kerala or the Kurnool schoolteacher in 
Andhra Pradesh. 

If one is talking about the bond of Islam, then 
one should remember that that bond is ha.sicelly 
religious and spirilual. It operates essentially at a 
sentimental level of ccmimonaliTy of faith, 
beliefs and doctrines, mher than at the substan¬ 
tive level of exiwnce. Faced by real life issues, 
the bond of Islam gets weak, If not carKelled, 
once il comes into conflict with other, more 
basic, issues ot socio-economic ccdie^on. 

The world of Islam is too widespread geogra¬ 
phically. fragmented by defined ethnic, cultural, 
linguistic identities spanning three continents 
and about 83 sovereign states, to give an impres¬ 
sion of essential sucio-culiural or political unity. 
Like the world of Giriwianiiy, it is ahighly diffe- 
roniiaicd world. CRiending from Albania and 





BOOK EXTRACT 



Timhukloo, through j- —^ 

Baikh and Bukhara. Jr •' % 

across our subconiincni 
lo such exotic places a« 

Penang in Malaysia and 

Nandi in Fiji. Religion. ,. 

despite being significani .. 

in its own way. does not 

provide the ingre' «^ 

dient ot socio-political /. ' 

cohesion. Religion is one jjHki’' 

of the major factors of 

identity, hur not the <m(y '' ' V B 

factor, and cenainly not % 
the most decisive factor. ^ 

cia'umstanrea of ^hH^H 

civic and putiiical life. * ^ 

The Mu.slims in India, T' fTcj^^B 

while accounting for RKHH 

about ) 2 per cent of the « A 

Indian population, consli- * r ^ 

lulu an aggregaic of about ** 

120 million people. 
which apart from being 

the second largest *- *** -— xii-w-flli 

Muslim population in the A Murntr IH BOMla: rtHglMS pBrmiillQn 

whole world, represents a 

popu I ai i on figure bigger than that of 160 

out of the 181 sovereign states of the world; and 

more than the total Muslim population either in 

Pakistan or Bangladesh. 


normally well off. both in tenns of educational 
standard and job opportunities. 

In a situation of compeiilion in the framework 
of scarcity of jobs and educational opportunity, 
the dominant cas(e-cum-claK.s groups of the 
majority community obviously have an edge 
over the rest, especially over a community tike 
the Musi ims who pos.sess neither economic weal* 
th. norjwlitical patronage, nor yet a higher talent- 
cum-skill base 

There is no denying the fact that on practically 
every elementary item of the categories of socio¬ 
economic indicators of development — like the 
per capita income, literacy, consumption of 
food, conditions oMiving, joh oppstrtuniiy, medi¬ 
cal facility, civic amenities, etc. — the hulk of 
the Muslims are at (he lowest rung of the ladder. 
Even the middle and the upper strata of the 
Muslim community have less than proporlionaic 
share in institutions of higher education, jobs 
and positions of national importance. 

The Musli ms in India are i n a quandary. They 
appear lost and out-uf-grips with the evedving 
r^ity of contemporary Indian political life. 
And this for many reasems. in terms of the con¬ 
temporary political situation, their basic pro¬ 
blem is how to reconcile their iienxe of religious 
belonging with their political identification with 
the nauonul pr^ess of change in Indi a, and there • 
by play a legitimate, and numerically pn^)ortio‘ 
naie tjJc in consonance with their collective sta¬ 
tus AS Che single biggest rel igious ml nohty. i n the 
evolution of a mod^ tedcral and democratic all- 
tndia p^ity. This problem, in its eMcnce. is not 
an isolated problem and the peculiar concern 
only of the Muslim community, but pari of the 


T hat is why io refer to Muslims only as a mino¬ 
rity, is a crude simplification of a complex 
problem. Only in numerical proportion are they 
a minority. Otherwise, in terms of their absolute 
number, socio-culiural heritage, and political 
relevance, the Muslims consiituie the second 
dominant segment of the Indian pec^e in seve¬ 
ral ways, exhibiting even tnals of majority con¬ 
sciousness. confidence and a.ssertion. 

What is most conveniently overlooked is the 
class factor and clas< differentiation within each 
of (he communities in India — religious, 
linguistic, regional. The Muslims, like the Hin¬ 
dus and other religious segments, are divided 
into classes, professions and strata. It is also 
maintained (hat as a reflection of the 
vama-cvm’Jaii division of the Hindus, aspeciv 
of the caste system nr endogamous social forma¬ 
tions. hiradari or rfii are also found among the 
Muslims, 

Certain determining factors should be kepi in 
mind. Firstly, the class and social cohesion of 
what may be called 'miniscule minorities', like 
the Jews, the Parsis. the Jains, do noi create the 
type of problem of differentiation, dispossession 
and alienation as faced by 'gigantic minorities* 
like Muslims. Harijans and Girijans. In fact 
^miniscule minorities' are not seen as a threat u> 
the majority and therefore attract toleration and 
sympathy. Being socially well-knit, and con¬ 
centrating on a few specific prtifesMons. they are 


Muslim 
problem is 
both vertical 
and 

horizontal. 
The re^onal 
variations 
are many 






-"‘“n (1^ Muslims in Spain. 

» io(a})y e^icr* 

by the Chrisli* 

abi)Ul 70(^ yCHfb 

ol M^>ri^*V»h rule. 

A simiS c h3d 
hcfullcn (he Muslims in 
Greece and in the Danubi* 
^ an provinces o\' ihe Otto* 
^ \ inan empire, who were 

J l liquidated afier the reenn- 
I quest of these regions by 
I (be Christian power. The 
I new phenomenon of (he 
I pentecuiion of the 
I MuNlims is now evident 
I in Bosnia, where after ibc 
I disnuuiiling of the multi- 
I ethnic federation of 
I Yugoslavia, the ChrisUtin 
j. Serfs and Croats are 
js openly and mercilessly 
U asuuUing and killing the 
M Hi»snian Muslims. 

In rehecting on these 
analogies, ime o pmba* 
hSy to keep in mind ihai unulogies generally, and 
those of hixiiwy p^irticulvly, art to be accepted 
»ith gncHt vuuiion and at let much scrutiny. 
There are lew enemies of logic more lomndahle 
than analogies. 


Buddhist noBlts rttufAlng fromprsysr inethsr mlsortty 

larger political challenge facing India and its 
national policy of secularism and democracy. 

I'hcrcfore. any solution ol lasting value would 
have to bear the stamp of consensus of all. inclu¬ 
ding that uf the majori I y community. 

The minority status of the Muslims in India 
was further complicated and painfully ^dressed 
by the communally orienied section of the maj«>* 
nty community as a ctmsequence of the forma* 
tioo of Pakistan. The total number and pro¬ 
portion of the Muslims in the population com* 
plex of India ha$ dwindled and as a community 
their political allegiance has been questioned, 
their economic and social status has declined, 
unemployment has spread and generally, dunng 
the I list 40 years, they have lived groping for light. 

The process of ^justmcni is made di^icult 
due loseveral factors. Firstly, there is the commu* 
nicy's own lack of confidence in its creative and 
positive icde in a competitive polity. SecoiWly. 
there is the resistance offered ty sections of the 
majority community due to their fear of the 
Muslim minonty's reasseriion of their rights, 
they apprehend, might lead to rtew form^ of 
separatism. 

Then there is in dw mind of the coou^ 

Muslim the long-estaWislied irratiwiol fear iitjec* 
ted by interested panics, that the 'final goal* of 
Hindustan is to destroy the religious i^tiiy of 
the Muslims, leading up to the annihilation of 
Islam in India, In this, they are reminded of twn 
wts of historical analogies — the fate of Bud¬ 
dhists and Jains in India who were either perse¬ 
cuted or a.s.similaied w ithin the fold of B mhmmi • 
cal Hinduism during centuries of cncouMcr, and 
ilw of their c wn co*rcl igKWi't^* 

w3*VT: uiS^twiT ' " — 


T lic major defauli in pniper Muslim re.spnnse 
10 the demands o1'change can he aitrihiled to 
the lack of enlightened intereM-oKcniation and 
issued specificity in modem Muslim politics in 
India Ihis is more glaring in the background of 
substantial advances made by the maiunty com- 
mumiy. RcaMWS for this can be traced basically 
lo the lag between the Hindus and the Muslims 
in terms ol the growth of an educated middle 
class, the rise of the mercantile and entrepreneur 
bourgeoisie, the spread of Western education 
and technology, the client and range of shore in 
(he * benefits' and 'opportunities’ provided by 
new India, and the drvel^^ent of a post u ve and 
modemistic frame of ideas. In each of these 
counts, the HiikUis have an edge over the 
Muslims. 

In this connection, it is lelcsani to remember 
ihc role of British imperial policy which 


uslims 


they will go 
the way of 
Buddhists 
who were 
assimilated 
into the fold 
of Hinduism 


was 

based deliberately on widening the gulf between 
(be two major communities and thus driving a 
wedge in (be evolution of a unified Indian natio¬ 
nal movement. The Muslims were the worst hit 
by (his policy Linked with this was the railure of 
the notional leadership, particularly after the 
healthy phase of Hindu-Muslim unir> . built so 
spontaneously hc(we<m H16-1928 fihe 
Congress-Khilafar collahiuuuon, fur instance) 
despile the earlier aminpts at sepuraiion 
f 1905* 1911), to push fitfwiird the nwioiiHl move* 






At a fattival In Lakshadwaap: Istam takas o« a ragloaal flavoar 

ment on ihc sohcl A>uiida(u>ny of c<mmunH hjr* 
ntimy. With ihc rv\uk iKat ur ihc lime of icaining 
national Independcnrc in 1947. Hindus and 
Muslims sIckkJ on unequal levels i>f gmwih and 
unequal degrees of modem i sat loi) 

In Ihc cnntexi of secular*federal nalk>n 
building ill India, (he Muslims Will have ki play ^ 

their legiiimaie role in stabilising the founda- 
tIons of new India, t n pi aying ih is role, iwo cour- Cr 

ies, anumg sHhers, seem lo he rational and creu* '*'—^ 

live; namely. I)the masvmobiliulion and 
increasing participation of the Muslims as equal 
citiMOS of I ndia m the ir di verse fie Ids of federal C tdft 5 ftXCk I 

Aation*building economic, social, cultural . ^ 
and political hut more keenly in the politics of MCCVUt < 
national consensus; and 2)the building of f/irm^r 
pfcssure*groups for the interest-aniculation and JUffnCT I 
interest'fuinimcnt of specific socio-cultuml Kct'Uld h 
issues, mostly at the state and local level, but 1*1 

again, not as exclusive communal factions, but VCTy lltuf 
as composite pressure-groups including /nJiam yytM m 

as citizens irrespective of caste or creed, indieed CUnlinO 

as compatriots belonging to a common Indian with hi 

muIti*retjgious Eternity. 

c<hr€li^io 

In ncNv India, the 12(1 million Muslims compri- 
sing a^t 1 2 per cent of iis population, arc faced in 

wi ih a doc tn mil) y new and social ly radical siiua • w , L .* J- 

lion. It may be slated in the words of a losing MUrSnlQu 
Muslim leader, the laic President of the (^nrh 

Republic. Dr Zakir Husain. Clinching the basic 
political challenge facing the community. he Of* 

said: ’ In the pa.st, the Muallms bad been either * /%Uchn/1\Aj 
the rulers or Ihe ruled, today in India they arc co* LMtlaflUuW 
nilcrs as joint sharers of tuitonal sovereignty ^ 

As an analogy it can be said (hat the problem ■■ 


Mushm 
craftsman in 
Meerut or 
farmer in 
Kerala has 
very little in 
common 
with his 
co-religionist 
in 

Murshidabad, 
or Cachar, 
or 

Lakshadweep 


before Indian Muslims 
on the national scale is 
identical to die basic pro* 
blem of iniemntioruil 
living itself, namely, that 
of co*exiviei)ce on a level 
of mutuality and recipro¬ 
city with other groups 
and sections (if the 
people, united on the fun* 
damenials of common 
concern like democracy, 
secularism and the pur* 
suit of socio-economic 
justice. 

Socially and culturally 
fragmented as the 
Muslim commoniiy is in 
the alMndia scale, and 
further segmented 
these fragments arc in 
terms of clus division^, 
professions and accIk. 
etc., the Muslim reality in 
India has to be more mea* 
ningfully perccivc^l as u 
heierogeneous phenome* 
non. The bond of religion exists merely at 
the sentimental and spiritual level rather than in 
spec! fic voeio* polit leal terms. i f one i s to re mem¬ 
ber panicuiarty the local variations of siKial 
customs, pervimal laws and historic myths and 
symbols among Ihc Muslim communities (plu* 
ral added delil^raiely) in the vast subconiineni 
of India. 

A new Muslim identity in each region, each 
language-area, each professional group, and 
each class of people, is emerging in response to 
the massive process of socio-economic iransfiir* 
maiiun. that is changing the face of this ancient 
land into a modem polity .The interlinked proces¬ 
ses of modernisation—industrialisation, urbani¬ 
sation. spread of secular scientific education, 
development of cosmopolitan culture, m(H:hani- 
sation of agriculture, new managemen tech¬ 
niques of business and commerce, expanding 
employinent c^)ponuniiies in diverse fields of 
activities, etc., has laid the foundations of a new 
and different India. 

Together with this, the continuing unfolding 
of the democratic culture of politics, with all its 
ptxilivc and negative features, has brought into 
being a post-feudal society, that Is struggling to 
create a new nexus of human relafionship based 
on adult franchise, common citizenship, equal 
laws. paiUanteniaiy supieniacy ajni decisive 
political soverdgnty of the elecioraie, cutting 
across the lines of religion, language, region, gen¬ 
der. profession and ideology. • 

(Conduded.) 






THE MASTER STRATEGIST: vliiff mitihier Mithytmt Singh Yadiv 

Divide and rule 


After survivin}’ the no-confidence motion, the UP chief minister 
fiets down to the task of consolidating his position 


U sccm^ Utiar 

PraticNh chief ininiMcr 
MuUyttm Sin^h 

Yudav ts Jesperalc to 
consul] iduie hi'> pi>si- 
iKm w the Slate. After 
i UTTAR proving the majnnty 
PKADKSH of his government on 
thenoorofihe Assem- 
, bly on K Febniaiy. the Sainajwaili Parly 
I (SP) chief has now ndopied a no- 
^ htiids-barred appRiach And his fiiM 
move is aimed at engineering defection 
from ihe Bharatiya Janata Pufly (BJP). 

Ai least 7i) BJP IcgisJaiorN have been 
identified as "vulnerable". IXinng the 
recent trial of strength, some of them 
exposed themselves by openly voting 
for the SP, Three BJP Mt.As had joined 
the SP bandwagon to defeat the BJP* 


.sponsored resolution, seeking anKnd* 
ment in the motion of thanks to the 
Governor's addrevs There were o(ha> 
who conveniently decided to slay away 
from the proceedings at the most ctwcial 
hour. 

With the vole going in favour his 
government. Mulayam managed to save 
face. Rut he wras awtfc that it was only a 
lempurary reprieve. The CM also mana¬ 
ged to ensure that there wi 11 be no further 
threats to his coalition government, at 
Ic&si for the time being. 

To viLsure dus, Mulayam found it con¬ 
venient to "buy tdF a «i of BJP legisla¬ 
tors He narrowed down his list to those 
MLAs who did not have their ccxHs in 
d» Rashiriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSSI but had criKsed over hi the BJP 
fold from other pan ies. 


In addition to making lucraiivc otters 
to them, the SP leadership rcponedly 
gave these MLAs the guuranicc of ibcir 
return i<i the state Assembly even if they 
were to forfeit their membership of ihe 
Hswse under the anti-del ixlion laws 
Accivding to sources close to the CM. 
(be gameplan was to hold early by- 
elections for all such scats. "Since quite 
a few of the m were elected on their perMV 
nut strength, they would no( find it diffi¬ 
cult to retain ihcir seats, especially with 
the ruling party throwing its weight 
behind them", a close political aide of 
the chief nunistrr pointed out, 

Othen. not confidcni to win (he by- 
elect icsis on their own, were assured 
back dixtr entry into the House through i 
the Vidhan Panshad whea* :i few scats < 
will soon fall vacant. Sonic of ihcsc 



ai 


MMMVS. 
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ML As are aJso I ske I y to fi nti their way id 
(he council of ministm. 

The entire operation is being moniio- 
re<i by Mulayant himself. Confabula¬ 
tions are going on between him and diffe¬ 
rent groups of MLAs. And many of 
these legislators are quite taken in an 
impending threat of the dissolution of 
the Assembly. They are being told that 
in case of another trial of strength at the 
next Assembly session, the SP*BSP 
combine's failure to prove its majority 
can lead to a di ssol uii on of the House. 

The plan bears all the signs of a 
masier-stroke by Mu lay am Apart from 
building on his own strength, the CM 
if (he plan comes through — will alto be 
able to prevent a mid-term poll. 
Mulayam. like many others in Uttar 
Pradesh, is not prepared to face it now. 

But (he UP chief minister’s primary 
aim is to wriggle out of Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasirrduk Kao's grip. Ruo has 
already used Mulayam as a pawn to set- 



Frime iVfinrsier 


P. V. Narasimha Rao 

lie his personal scores with his fellow 
Congressmen. And Mulayam. for one. 
knows that he ^Kwld stay out of it. 

So far. Mulayam has managed to out¬ 
wit his rivals in ail other parties. And in 
most cases. he ha.s appi led the di v idc and 
rule strategy. Starting with (he fanata 
DaJ — wbm he masterminded major 
splits, leaving the party badly fragmen¬ 
ts — he managed to create riK even in 
(he cadre-based CPI. He was also re^^cA- 
sible for the sharp divide in the ranks of 
the state Congress, And now it is the 
BJP'.stum. 

Mulayam's divide and rule policy 
seems to have failed only in case of the 
BSP. But political observers believe that 
he may soon score on this front also. • 


L. 



THC SIE6C WTTHIN: jawans in Tripura 

Strong-arm tactics 

BSFjawans hUwk (he Assam-Agarfala national 
highway in protest against retrenclwtent 


pmi 


»'OiOiO 



TklPUKA 


The jQwans of the 505 
Auxjliaiy^ Battalion of 
(he Bonkr Security 
Force (BSF) seem lo 
have had their way. 
Armed with sophisti¬ 
cated weapons, the 
jewans blocked the 
Assam* Agonala 

national highway on 19 Pebniary. To 
protest against u retrenchment dccivion. 
they laid siege at Amhasa in nonh Tripu¬ 
ra. This unprecedented move spr^ 


HAVING THEIR WAY 


}i N^ntalllftvattffMtsdhi 
AfvtBli wkti MM anMd 
H BSF/»»M9piftipBblOClUldt 
^ oatfw Mf Atirtito 
r ntioMlftlibvav 

k TlM/fMMMraprot«thig 
^ BBBlMttbBdBcWaito 
< rttmcftthM 



panic — in ofTivial circles and also 
among the local pcs^plc 

Top BSF ofilcialv including Kuo 
Virenijra Singh, DKi. rushed tolhc spot 
with odditjunul Id^es and requested the 
juHunx (u surrender arms and clear the 
road which war: (he lifeline of I'ripuru. 

But (he Jawan.s refused to budge, 
saying that they winild surrender arms 
only after the d^lsion to retrench them 
was revoked. Chief minister Dasaruih 
Deb got in touch with Unkm home 
minister S.B. Chavan. asking him lo 
intervene without delay. The CM poin¬ 
ted out that thousands of passengers 
were stranded and the supply of essenti¬ 
al commodities to (he slate was disrup¬ 
ted due to (he blockade. 

On 20 February, Sher Singh, the BSF 
I nspector-generaj (Tripura. Mizoram 
and Cachar). flew in from Delhi. He told 
thejdwnv tu JiO the blockade. Singh 
also threatened to call out the anny. The 
army was put on stand-by and arrange¬ 
ments were made to bhng in comman¬ 
dos from Mashimpur army base in 
Silchar. 

But the siege continued, ^ly after 
Singh asNured the Jan^ans verbally that 
they would he reinstated, did they relent. 
The however, refused lo lay 

down arms. According to Bhodrul 
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Kaque. u/oHvn, the blockcMk was with- 
^wn keeping m mind ihe hardship 
faced hy (he people. Bur he wcni on io 
udd ihai (he amis would noi he depcwiied 
till written assumnccs were given io 
regularise their jobs. 

A team of newsmen visiimg the spot 
on 21 February found the entire hjt- 
lulion armoury under the p(v.scssu>n of 
ihc rebels. Arun Sinha. kuder of the 
retrenched jawam said, ’We have 
ihrown a deferKv cordun anwrid the 
cunp and we ore ready to f^c any even¬ 
tual it y" The Janwis claimed that the 
;»niH>ury had more than 600 sophistica* 
led weapons including LMGs, gre¬ 
nades, numar^. rides and u huge anuK ni 
of uinmunition. TlK^* waH;ds4i adequate 
ftxKl u> sec the rcbeK through for a few 
days, The stand •otf continued 
ihnmghoul ihculuy 

'I'hc started turning in then 

weapons on 22 February The clwngcol 
heart Came about alter the DSF autlxKi- 
tics promised tlicm permanent jttln 
5«ources in the BSF said that all the 
wouUI now be absorbed in diffc* 
Tcnt hatt all oils. It was also decided that 
mi action would be taken against them. 

Ill the first place, what made ihe BSF 
nicM go haywire ’ According ii> ofl'Kial 
Nimes. the 5(i5 Auxdwiv R.iUalion 

t 

w.is raised in l^K^> mid the yimoro were 
ii|^tintcd not on a angular basis, l^er, 
w licit the .uitlioutkCs dexided to rHi>c a 
;H:nnanciU batialum, all Ihc Niwitin in 
iltc 505 Battalion, except a small gamp 
of 150. were found unlit after medical 
and other Illness Tests Only then, the 
decision wa.s ukcii to aianch those 
who did not pit's the Illness tests. 

Ibc >iw<iiu said that in the past live 
years, they wen* deployed in Calcutta. 
Majiipur, Bihar and also in Ayudhya. 
All this while they wca* on a iTHHilhly 
salaiy of Rs 900 in addition lo Rs 225 
per month as ration money, "What do 
wc do and what jisb would we get if wc 
return home now? li is a battle fot survi¬ 
val”, said Rakesh Goswami. ;m agitating 
jnmm. 

The agiialionistx have dso bnished 
aside the question of iiKHlical fitness as 
tiller nonsense. "The authorities cooduc- 
led fitness tests 12 limes and each lime 
Wc were found to be lit.* They also alle¬ 
ged that instead of regularising their s 0 - 
vices, the authorities wanted to bring ift 
ihcirown men. TTii^ was the reason why 
they were retrenched. • 
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Another Hazratbal V ^ 

4 , 

Militants holed up inside a shrine near Srinagar 
repulse an army offensive 


I After lla/raibal. amv 
iher shrine in Kashmir 
^ ^ is in Ihe news. The 
shnrw of Sheikh Sour- 
^■■03 Mi-Din Wall, located 
.T. J at Chnr-c-Shancr 
JAMHU& lown. 5(1 km lo ihc 

^^ASHMIlt vmih wcsl of Snna 

gar. come lo ihc lime 
light on 29 January On UvM (by. Indian 
xxuniy fitrcc^ came hM k wiihoui con- 
ducting scorch opcraiiuns in the Tilsom 
s I Huge on Ihe out si I n s (lithe town. 
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' ONAWILDCOOSCCIMSE?: sA’urrfv 

I fnnrs in Kashfnir 

On their way lo the village, ilie forces 
were drawn into an exchange of fire by 
Ihe mililoitls l.illlc headway could be 
niixlc even after rcinfoncmenls were 
sent. And after the day-long batik, the 
authorities decided lo abandon the idea 
of searching the area. 

Meanwhile, rumours that the shrine 
was damaged in the encKsfire spread 
quickly. Normal hie in parts of Snnagar 
came to a halt with shopkeepers and busi - 
ncssmen downing their shultcrs. Ten¬ 
sion cased olT only Bk next muming- 

But why did ihc secuniy forexM. go to 
Ovar-c-Sharief at all? There were 
repons that the shrine was occupied tpr 
militant groups. And the authorities did 
not know htw to tackle the problem 
State Governor, Gen. (retdi K V Knsh- 
na Rao rushed hock lu Ihc Valley fiooi 
Delhi. During a meeting w i Ih seniur ofTt- 


ciuts, Ihe presence of mil itanLs in the shri¬ 
ne uitj tlw possible '’criMs*' in case of a 
crackdown by the security forces were 
discussed at length. 

The shnne at C'htur-c-Shanef ix held 
in great fcverencu. next only to Ha/.rat- 
hal. The rifieenih century structure con- 
tuins (he tomh of Sheikh Nixir-ud-Din. 
the laiiHius Sull saint Apan from its spj- 
niuji appeal, ilic dtrme is also a fine 
example ol Kashmiri and Iranian 
ai\bi lecture 

fhe town of Otnr-c-Sliaricf lirsi hit 
the iH'odlines in Match I99(i. Over three 
lakh iKHipIc iixinhcd ii. the holy town 
shouiing prthlndcpcndcrcc and anti- 
India slogans amidst siomt uml snow. 

Hence. Ihc authoirties knew that they 
were dealing wiih a sensitive tsstic. Any 
duntagt! to the shri»K' was to cause 
widespread discxmiciii in the Valley. 
The Ciovemor advised the mililary and 
civ(| admini strut ton to exercise rest rami 
as he did not want u repeat performance 
ol ihi Ha/juihal imbroglio which iixik 
place in Ocioher I99,V 

Accord mg looniciul sources, utound 
30U militants, inducting some Afghan 
WOT veterans, wore slaying at the Chrar- 
C'Shjricf town, many of .whom had 
"laken refuge in ihc shrine*' (Tie mili- 
tanis. It was believed, hod piled up a 
large cache of arms and fixxJ. 

flH' Hirbul MajahKiceii. however, 
has hraiHkd 1 he media a'pi iri s ancf ofl'ic i- 
af claims us “baseless and molivated ’. It 
has categorically denied Ihe presence ol 
miliuuiis in ihe shrine and added that 
"such reports were planted to pave the 
way for the desecration and desirucium 
of Ihc shrme" by the security forces. The 
rettciton Imm Hi/bul, the most powerful 
militant organisation in the state, has 
come as a surprise to the govummcni. 

The stale Janata Dul chief. Abdul 
Qayixim, hailing from the town, did not 
cofTobonue the olTicial puint uf view. 
He lold SUNDAY that the authorities had 
no rmsMt to single out the town ar^ mili¬ 
tants were present everywhere In the 
stale. Qayoom dismkscd reports of mili- 
tanis having taken over ihc shnne. • 
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Survival instinct 


Hindustan Fertiliser Corporation workers in Natnrup 
launch an agitation to revive the ailing plants 


Inveslnwnl C^>qH>rjhon of India 
(ICICI) as (he opcralmg ogetKy lo dr«iw 
up u fcasiKility repoft for handing <jver 
ihc Nuinrup plants lo phvuic pajliGit. 

With the demand tbr chemical fertiU* 
scTiM) the rise in the n<inh*cas(. ihc move 


’] There i% iw thing 
cenuin in the lives of 
the W4>dicrv in the 
jjL -I Niininip unit of the 

Hindusiun hsftihscr 
CofpofHiion I.ld 
(HI-CL) in A^sam. 
ASSAM Unccnaifuy, And 

many of them feci that 
ut'icr (he clmurc of two of iis plants, the 
third one, running well he low capacity, 
may also he shut dimn Mvm 
gradual drying up of the gas supplied by 
' the Assam Cias Company I.ld <A(KT.i 
to the plant may hr a psunier of things to 
come, they feci 

Workers arc ceriain ihal ihc central 
government is now hem u|hhi closing 
down the HK'l. units in the state. And 
to wu nier the at luged "o hi sp imcy". they 
have started *— after a lull of three 
aumths a fresh round of agiiaiions 
The workers have dciniiniled a'opcning 
of Ihc (WO HKCL plants which were 
closed earlier 

The agitation is spearheaded hy the 
Kertilisrr Workers* UniontFWUl.Nam- 
mp. The h'WU has urged the state 
government to streamline the supply of 
natural gas to the three KhCl. plants. In 
addition to financial assistance, the 
on ion wi luld a I so 1 1 kc the ecn tral gos cm • 
mcni To desist from selling the ailing 
plants to pnvate parties. The agilatum 
has miensified in the wake ol the MoU 
signed for a new gas-based power plant 
among the Assam Stale blecirkjty 
Board lASEB), Assam Valley Power 
Corporation t.td, a Williamson Magur 
subsidiary, and Deutsche Babcock AG 
of Germany 

The FWl) feels that this piwcr plant 
will seriously affect the HKCl.’s pms- 
peels hy ccuisumiiig ” I he entire supply o( 
gas from the (lil fields of upper Assam 
via the AOCL’ 

Based on the avuilubility of naluriil 
ga.s from the surrounding oil fields, the 
fertiliser plants in Namrup were instal* 
led between 1%0 and IdWI After their 
output started tailing since I9ft6. the 
\‘a and ammtmia plants of Namrup I 

* closed down Closure ol Natnrup 
">wed m April. IW. Though Ihc 
^islicaicd Namrup 111 is still 



NOWOrS BABY: on Ht'CLptant 

lonctioniiig. It has nes’cr achieved more 
than 75 ^ cent id ns total pnKluciion 
capacity. 

Namrup units were then referred lo 
the Bureau v>f Industnal and Financial 
Reconstruction (RIFRi. The BIFR 
oppomicJ the indusirial Credit and 


Unity moves 


to cUisc down ihc Namrup plants has 
come in for ssidcsprciid cniuism. And 
unless ihc stale and ibc s'cnital giivcfn* 
mciUs make up iheii minds, the laic of a 
large number of wiirkcrs com macs lo 
hang in the balance • 

MNif NMMriur/ivwMtf 


Two major trade union organisations decide to merge 


A t a time when diainregraiion 
Iiavc become Hie order of ihe day 
for almost all parties and mass organi* 
suikms. two large trade unions are 
trying to unite (heir ranks. And 
moreover, the leaderships of both ihe 
unions have decided that the umfted 
body would funcHoo independently, 
free from the contrcH of any political 
pany. The All India Tra^ Union 
Congress (ATTUO and the Hind 
Mazdoor Sabha (HMS) have reached 
an agreement lu this cffeci at the 
national levd. 

“We are working very cloaely 
with a view lo merge and fonn one 
organisadoo". said Umnomal Puro- 
hit. the i^Mndia general seenury of 
(he HMS. Purohit. aiong with die 
AITUC state generil secretary 


Kamalapafi Roy und other leuders. 
recently announced in Calcutta (hat a 
coordination corruTiinee has bc^ set 
up in West Bengal to further (he 
unity process. 

the AITUC Is de facto a 
from of (he Communis; Party of 
India (CPI) and the HMS is control¬ 
led by (he Socialists, (he united orga¬ 
nisation will be "an independenc 
national centre, free from the dictates 
of any government, employer i»poU- 
ilcal party'. PurtAlt assured. 

According to (he KMS leader, past 
eCTori^ by different trade unions to 
forge unity had failed because (hose 
were "imposed from the top". The 
idea of (he present exercise is lo "take 
the message to the rank and file and 
see thai an atmosphere is created for' 






Crossing the border 


Niixalites from Bihar are making Madhya Pradesh 
(heirnew home 


rn>m Bihur. I’hcii ih ry settle tn&i* 
(Ic Ihc forest»to reap ihc of their 

ncW'tiHind ihb;il status in ckplaiting the 
forest wealth. S4>jne are alsf) believed to 
be involved in liKal land scams 

In Surguja. activists of ihc Jharkhand 


Surgu)a disinct in 
Matfcya Pradesh is 
fust becoming the 
playing fields of the 
Maoist ConrdinatKM) 
Centre (MCCk a mili« 

MADHYA \ndiiiin 

CRADKSH Peoples' Kront (IPP). 

Noxalittf activities in 
the urea arc n<ithing new. Activists fn* n 
Andhra Pradesh and Maharadiira have 
been working in the area for quite some 
time. Hut f<ir the last few years. 
NaxalHes from Bibar and Uttar Pradesh 
have alsii made Surgup and Raigarh 
ihcirhirmc. And that i<m>. literally 
R ai I lanu] gunj. Kan^ handrapuv. 

Ktishiiii and Rnlurainpur areas of the Sur 
guj;t district have now hcvMnie ihcir 
iuveri. Naxalilcs from Rihar have their 
own strategy to settle down in ihcsc 
uicu.s. They marry iribul girls and settle 
III thi* deep forests of Sufguja. Ihcy 
ofien venture inside the forcMv, Many 
lire fcixiitedly engaged in the illegal ticii' 
her business. 

They also punrhasc land mside the 
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Htfinsemmi rwtf thM y<mth.K fnmr ChhaUi^nurh 

forests for a pnunec. Marrying tubal Mukii Mtircha t IMMi have recently 
girts entitles them (o all the pruiections MuuchcJ thirv rifles from ihc police, 
and benefits extended to the tnhals. Five more liRcs were stolen from the 
Many thbal girls, after tiicii marriage, Ja.shpur police shititm in ihc Riugarh 
have been louml dead under mysienuus district 

Circumstances. After dumping their in • the ronul inspiviof-general of puli* 

hoi wive.s.»iiieof these men from Bihar Rilaspur range, and the deputy int- 
have been found to remarry a girl of (heir p«vni>r general, CID. Madhya Pradesh, 

have visited the area. They have endor- 


MNNTVDmUK! KamalopatiRen 
thein«rger”« be said 

The uftiey bid has become a fieces- 

aity ie view of (he fiew economic 
eavironm em and the strucwi^ 
adjuMmem progranuxie adopted in 
India, which hw put ihe wort^ 
clau in i 'cfitieJ iHuation". the 
trade unioniiu Mid. The pfwcnt 


world economic order has made the 
labour in many counirits to feel ibU 
ncedandsimiltftnuvea have been inU 
liated in Pakfsiao and Japan oo. 

The new nwdel of developmem 
in causing difTiculties for the workers 
not only io die devekoptog couninex. 
but also in the developol 
cououks*. said Kamalapati Roy 
*No( that we don't want new techno¬ 
logy, but techoofogy and investment 
nwat te io the productive sector and 
must not displace the labour”, be 
added. 

Asked whether the AITUC and 
the HMS had felt any (hreac to their 
survival whk^ pro m pted them to 
uke tlw imUaiive for anity. Puratnt 
ffpIroL ‘ft is not a questwo of survi- 
for any one orgaoisatwo or the 
odKH if yoo'ie speakiBg dioui the 
entire trade union moveoiem l U aay 
yea.” 

But will other ceeoil trade union 
leaden agree? • 


sed the secret repon of the SP. Surguja, 
tltai Naxalitcs fr<an Bihar hud managed 
to infiltrate (he place. And (he infilira- 
(ion is not from Hihur alone. 

Apart fnmi cases of snatching, (he 
Naxaliles have also rcM'iicd to extoniiig 
money from the forest contractors and 
truck operators. Two irucH were set 
ablaze when their <iwners refused to pay 
up Rs 50.000 demanded from them. And 
the terror tactics have had (heir usual 
rtsulU. Already, contractors have 
refused to colleci icndu leaf from the 
forests even after forest otTiciuls offered 
lucrative rates. 

Already in the Rastur district, the Oan- 
dakaranya Adivasi Kisan Mardoor 
Sungli (DAKMS) has demanded raising 
the prke of the tendu leaf. The DAKMS 
has announced that It would organise a 
dhama. followed by a ^Hindh. if its 
demands arc not met The movement is 
likely to affect Bustar. Rayiiandguiin. 
M India and Balaghal districts — areas 
where Naxaliie uciiviiies are on (lie 
rise. • 
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Gearing up for battle 

The state government's refusal to release its leaders 
irks the KhasiStudents' Union 


The impasse over the 
seven imphsonetJ 
lc;idcrs of the Khasi 
Students' Unnsn 
(KSU) seems unlikely 
to end soon. This is 
because ihe 

MtGHALAYA Meghalaya gwem- 
meni has relused lo 
release them by the 21 Hebruary dead 1 1 * 
ne, as «as declared earlier. 

The KSli has been at the forefrunt uf 


niewtrep Achik Liberation Council 
tHALC). 

After the arrest of the leaders and their 
subsequent incarceraiUm m the Silchar 
Jail, the KSU had vaJled a two^y road 
bloc kade on 9 February. The outfit ihrea* 
icncd to carry on with their agitation if 
the state government failed to release ihe 
leaders soon. 

To ease the tension in Shillong. $RS, 
a ihm'gov cm mental organisation, offe* 
red to mediate between the state govern' 


But on 21 February, the state govern¬ 
ment declared that the KSU leaders, 
including Paul Lyngdoh, who was I 
earlier arrested under the TAUA. could 1 
not be released unconditionally. It was | 
also declared that only those leaders I 
who were due to appear in their examina< I 
(ions beginning on 22 February would 
be granted parole. 

This irked the KSU and the SRS who { 
claimed (hai it was a breach of understan • | 
ding by the government. Chief minister | 
S.C. Marak and minister in charge of' 
elections. Rowell Lyngdoh, who were . 
preseni at the 18 Febniaiy meeting, ' 
however, maintained that (he govern* i 
ment had only agreed to the parole and ' 
"never gave any commitment regarding 
the unconditional release" of (he seven 
leaders. 

NVhilc SRS president P.R, Mawthiih 
(ksenhed the government's v(»lie'facc ' 
as "unfort uruitc", the KSlf rejected the 
parole ofl^. "The g<»vcmrncni has' 
betrayed the understanding wc hod 
reached”, KSU general secretary S.D ' 
Ranee told StiNDAV. 'Parole means' 
restricting us from negntiuting with the 
government. It's like keeping our 
leaders m chains", he added. Ranee alsti 
pointed out that the KSU would now 
have no option hut to revive its agitation. 

The KSU as well as Maruk's dciruc* 
tors feci that the chief intnisier, being a 
Garo, took no interest in the pniblefttsuf 
Ihe KSU while he was quick to respond 
to problems faced by the Garo Students' ^ 
Urtion (GSU). 'This is ridiculous", said 
Marak. "The efl'oris of people with 
vested interests to divide Meghalaya 
along the Khasi'Garo lines is very 
u nfortu natc". obse rved M arak. 

Senior police u/ficials diw losed that 
as (here weie specific charges against 
the KSU leaderri. they could be released 
only after investigations were over 
More than the Identity cards issue, the ' 
KSU leaders were accused of keeping 
close link with the HALC and extorting 
money from businessmen in Shillong. < 

Political observers in Shillong feel 
lhat the state government should come 
up with a concrete solution to Che KSU , 
issue as repeated bandks and road i 
blockades since 1979 ha.s badly affecied 
the Slate. But such a solution appears, 
unlikely in the near future. And with the I 
KSU ready to ' fight it out". Shillong , 
seems destined for another round of 
unrest ortce the exams are over by ihe 
middle of March. • 



VOLTE'fACC?: chief minirirr Marok i hahtf 


the ant I* foreigners agitation in the state. 
Three of its leaders, besides KSU presi¬ 
dent Paul Lyngdoh. were arrested under 
the Meghalaya Preventive Detention 
Ordinance (MPDO) on 27 January for 
calling a hondh on the Republic Day. 
Thii'e more were arrested on 3 February. 
While sports secretary Raftnus Kharluki 
had specific criminal changes against 
him. Lyngdoh and others were held 
under the MPDC. 

Charges against ihe KSU leader, 
included beating up photographers who 
were taking photographs for (he elecKv 
raJ iden iny cards. KSU activists a I so al le- 
gcdJy intimidated voters, using inflam* 
matory language and inciting comma* 
nai hatred. Charges also included disres¬ 
pecting the Constitution and seeking (he 
support of the underground Hyn< 


ment and the KSU. Accordingly, a mee¬ 
ting was held on IR Felvuary and an 
undersunding was reached that (he 
arrested leaders will be releaaed by 21 
Febaiary. 


PROMISES TO KEEP 
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Stm top lOBdors of dit 
Un»i StBdoHts* UfdoR (KSU) 
wortwraotod rocootly 

Tho KSU litt «IIO|Od tJMt tbo 
stato govoTMMit hoi qom 
boefcMttipmilM of 
roMnftMMmSySI 
FfSrMrir 



86 











Bogus 
(witnoMes 

j 0 h appears ihai in India the 
(>f Justice is kepi 
blind deHberaiely. Soihai 
^he docs not get to sec the 
murkier side of the judicial 
process. 

And now. ihe worst vi<>]a< 
lorv of the sanctity of our 
legal system seems io be the 
police and u section of the 
lawyers. In a number of 
cases, the cops in Delhi have 
been found to produce wit¬ 
nesses oul of the hot. And 
ihat too eye-witnesses. 

Ijteru WHS found I hat 
ihe.se people were, in no 
way, connected with the 
cases. Take the case of 
Kuldcep Chandra Sharma. n 
naik (n the Army SKarma 
had 10 go to jail Tor the pov. 
sessk>n of poppy powder. 
What seal^ Shanna's fate 
was the evidence given hy 
one Slier Singh Ahluw jlia. 
who was a key witness. 

founcen months laiei, it 
found that Sltarma was 
I framed. Singh confc.sscd 
I that he stood as a police wit- 


ODDS AND TRENDS 


nesv after he was loW to do 
so hy a station house offtcer 
who WIN also the invesiiga- 
I i ng onWer in this particular 
case. And Sharma's case is 
not an isolated one. There 
arc numerous other cases 
where propped*up wiinesses 
have sem innocent people to 
jail 

Down the line 

■ Use election campaign in 
Gujarat has gone hi-lech 


with the pan ies decidi ng to 
use the UkmI cable network 
Io put their mes^ge acro«s 

With the Election Com¬ 
mission imposing a sirrci 
code of eor^uci. the panics 
have had to tone down their 
iradiiionaJ campaign 
methods. Loudspeakers 
were not w ktud and posters 
were in shun supply. Each 
one had to he accounted for. 

Instead, the politicians in 
the state has stepped right 


SEPARATED AT BIRTH? 



BIpan Chandra 
HaMchfl 


Kanahiftam 

h pnaan 


insKk the drawu.g room. 
Counesy. the friendly neigh* 
bourtuK>d cable TV. Accor¬ 
ding toa vide<i channel ope* 
raior in Ahinedahad, cable 
shops are not allowed to 
beam any political pntpagan* 
da. Nor arc they allowed to 
' screen films to this effect. 

But in Ahmedabiid. (he cahic 
operators are running these 
campaigns as adveriix- 
menis. The political panics 
are paying for Ihe lime slot. 

Ii suits the parties and the 
leaders. Instead of plastering 
(he entire u>wn with posters, 
or instead of sending out 
hoys with loudspeakers, 
they can now reach iheir 
voters nH>rc easily. Not only 
that, (he pcditical message is 
conveyed when Ilk* voters 
are in a mnod *o listen lo it. 
ensconsed in the cximftsrt of 
their drawing rooms. 

And the cable TV Is noi 
(he only medium that has 
found political palronoge. 
Audio and vidct> ciissetics 
are equiilly popular. 

11 only goes lo prove the 
old proverb that necessity is 
the mother of invention • 


MILESTONES 


KIDNAPPED: RtiBndrB Mlrtfhg. son of former Unico 
minister Ram Ni was Mirdha. on 17 February, in Jaipur, by 
suspected lerrohstH. 

SELECTED: 1C KiBtuHrBnEBn.lSROchainnan.far 
Or Y. Ntyudamma award, 1994, for his pioneering 
contribution to the Indian satellite programme. 

APPOINTED: PrvkMh Shah, as (be new leader of (be 

Lodian mission to die United Nationfi. Shah takes over as 
the coantjy’s pemument represenfaiive to the UN. 

APPOINTED: Bf^Mh Kumar, joint ^«cffiary. Union 
civil avietion ministry, as die new' managing 
Air India, on 20 February. He replaced Capt. D.5. Mathur 
whofWiredinFrtmMoy. l994.buiwa5onexiCT«on. 

APPOINTED: Dalbir 81nBh. as 

of Dcna Bank, for a period of five yews. Smgh was earlier 

die general.manager. Punj^ and Sind Bank. 

INSTITUTED: ihe Ra|lv Gandhi NatfDoal 


Sadbhavan award, to be given on the former Prime 
Mmisio's birthday every year. The award carries a 
ciiabon and a cash priae of Rs 2.5 laldi. The award will be 
given for promoOng communal humony. 

PRESENTED: oe 21 February, the Sahitya Acadamy 
awards to 22 eminent Uoertteura for their contribution to 
Indian limture and languages. Among the recipieiHs 
were Dom Mones and Girish Kamad. 

SUSPENDED: A|ay Mahan. Congress MLA from 
R^ouri Gtfdeo. D^. from the puity for his alleged 
iovt^veoseot in rowdyism. 

CHALLENGED: lo Delhi High Court, by noted film 
actress JuM CtltwU. (he coo version of a feature film into 
a tele-serial by Doordarahan. Chawla was the lead! ng lady 
ia (be film. 

DIED: Raja aw art Roy. noted film actress, io Calcutta, 
00 14 February. She was 3$ and was suffering from 
jaundice. 


*W»Mrk> liMptfilM 
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KUSUM BHANDAHI 


ARIES 


BECimiNCSMARCH. mS 


I LIBRA 


I SAGITTARIUS 


i2/ Jui\~3i>AufUAit 

D on't allow maierial 
valuer 10 ovemde 
human conskkfatiofls: 
people arc mure i mporlant 
than pos^MioHA. Your 
tnonihly budget can rK'w he 
made, ^me useful 
prepamioAk for busine^i 
activities can be mack. 
Idealistic impuJ<escan now 
he UunAlalcd into practical 
action 


f I Sfittfinhri yf h •ht ri 

N o mailer how hard you 
try. you wilhall well 
short of yourtrue potcnual. 
Ami it IS just when you are 
trying to make the most 
fuvourahlc impression on 
influcflUal people ihai you 
are most likely to shp up. It 
won't he easy i<i give your 
best ifyou know that other 
pci»ple‘i eyes arc upon you. 


{2/ So\t‘nthfr'20 Drifmhffi 

T rouMc Will he waiting for 
you ifyi>udilly‘da]ly 
with pending jiAs. It is 
important not to appear 
inconsistcnl as it could well 
earn you a reputation fur 
unreiiuhiliiy. Letters are 
more likely to go astray or 
get held up in the mail. A 
little peace and quiet will 
help you to gel your thoughts 
in order, 

CAPRICORN 


l2f Man 

C onditions should be 
much to your liking. 
With fewer pressures and 
demands placed upon you. 
there should be time to 
attend to personal affairs or 
to work at a pace which suits 
you. Co-workers and 
superiors will be in a 
congenial mood. There 
should he little trouble in 
getting assistance. 

TAURUS 


20Mo\, 

L et othcf> know how 
much you appreciate 
(heir help and support. In this 
way. you will he cultivating 
go^will that could stand 
you in good stead in the near 
futuiT Loved ones are 
unlikely to object to your 
implementing personal 
plants. But such activities are 
best kept to modest 
proportions. 

GEMINI 


<2/ 20Jitmiiif\\ 

D O not react lo the 
cnticisni of friends, 
loved ones oi superiors. If 
you look a lillW closer you 
will probably fmij thui whul 
they are saying is right. It is h 
good week lor imp^inunt 
linancial negotiations 
behind closuJdiKirs. You 
can rH>w comer people rnlo 
giving clear answers and 
commiimcnis. 

AQUARIUS 


<2/JiUlmit* 

Y OU need to slow down 
;ind take si(x;k of your 
curreni situaiion and future 
objectives. The hard woik 
otkI effort you have pul in the 
past may have come to 
nothing due to I a u I ty or 
inadequate planring. You 
may have to go through a 
penod of confus on before 
you can establish new aims 
and ways to reach them. 


i2/ Mii\-20Jvitt‘t 

T his week IS highly 

favourable for following 
up on subjects of interest. 
Import (T* discussions can be 
continued with fruitful 
results. New light may dawn 
on you. Understanding can 
be reached by lhra.shiiig out 
baffling lOTHCs, Buying and 
selUng antiques or other 
second-hand items is a good 
idea. 


CANCER 

VIRGO 

SCORPIO 

PISCES 

1 

i 2 Urn, 20 Mm 
^#ou may find yourself 

W with time m hand and 
nothing to do. It is important 
to Tmd something 
constructive to do to prevent 
boredom from setting in. Try 
getting your personal 
financial accounts into 
order. Time is favourable to 
find new accommodation. 

1 r 1 SriManh'rf \ 

^#aluablc and unexpected 

W help can come your w’ay 
from neighbours or family 
members. You’ll get 
assistance with tasks that are 
too much for you to handle 
aloTM. Hidden fo*ces are 
working m youi favour. You 
may find yourself buoyed up 
by unexpected good spirits. 

1 ?/fkst4\'i -yiStHrmiitr) 
lyioney spent on new 

IVI ad veriisi ng and 
ptd>Iicily dnves is likely to 
bnngin large returns. Offers 
and invitations received by 
letter or phone are worth 
following up. But people at a 
distance can let you down by 
failing to keep their ertd of 
the bargain. 

f ffhnnm -20 Moffht 

^^on'i worry if your sen-*’ 
purpose di8appeaI^ 
for a while. A tiew direction 
is likely to emerge soon. It is 
best to get a second opinion 
before spending large sums 
on objects of an. Beware of 
letting secrets slip; respect 
other people's trust. • 
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RANDOM NOTES 


Record of 
sorts 

■ To LAkshmiParvaihi 
goes the credit for (he 
lkingc« pfcgnaiwy. Ever 
since she married NT. Rama 
Ruo in Tirupad. over two 
years ago. nimour has it (hai 
Mrs Lak&hmi Parvuihi Run 
going la have a baby, 
the fliofy goes that an 
usirologer. In whom (he 
Andhra chief minister has 



UMhml P wa«fil: Bdored 
bytIwmMSM 

great lailh. has predicted ihot 
4 son bonk to him and his 
second wife is destined (o 
rule India Bui faihcrhood, 
whenever It comes again, 
won't be a new eapencncc 
IbrNTR who's had 12childr¬ 
en so far. 

Meanwhile. the 

I pregnanr Lakshmi Paiva- 
I I hi has her hanib full granl- 
! ing an audience to (he ador- 
I ing mavses who throng at her 

I duoreveiyday. 

I And she is not Icxiking 
I even slightly rotund, one 


Joint effort 

■ Few people know ihai 
Aijun Singh's recent 
ntceting at Bmda was the 
result of considerable efforts 
by the RSS and the BJP. 

Singh went to Banda to 
inaugurate i college which is 
i>wi)pj by a BJP sympathi- 


a 


HKARD IN TRIVANDRUM 

Y«i hatvp to eonc#d« that 
nothing abotft our PHrm MMotor 
U part on. AftocaH, hloologan l« 
part off. 

A CONGRESSMAN FROM KERALA. ATTER tJ 
WAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE PM HAD 
POSTPONED KIS DECISION TO INTERVENE IN 
THE UOF CRISIS IN KERALA 



f 


KeraUi: who >^*antx what in the rw/mjt 
United Dem<Krauc Front 

■ Cofi^OMtl): The miin parlner mthe ruNog Untied 
Democriiic From (UDFlhKhNo Naders K Karunafcarin 
«moistiiech*timiol$terindAK Antony who is the 
principal rebel 01 ihe S6 patly MLAs, Karunakarin has the 
support M 36.20 are with Antony 
Former hnance mimster Oomen Chai^ is«n the 
ferefrom ol the movement to remove k. Karunakaran 
Antony « worried that ihd movement miQhUeadtonis 
bemoNhoutmthecoW He hopes lo be the UDF's oeri 
chief minister 0ui it could well be OomenChantN The 
party- < at the district level — is still lot Karunakaran. 


■ Koralfl CoetpoM (ManI): Named alter its leader 
KM Mam. this group a a partner ol the but realises 
that Karunakiran mi^t not conhnue as chtei mmistei attei 
the next election Wants Ksrunakaran’s removal 


■ MpoNm Laa0M: Has lost considefaNe ground 
and 1 $ worried about Dus Karunakiran is seen to be 
backing Ran. whom the Muslims don't trust. The league 
wants a Front partner wpo is accaplable TO the Muslims 
and would have supported Karunkaran had ha gone soft on 
Arjun Singh Wants Kaiunakaran reptaced by Antony 


’■ ttoeiiai C oM»a M (JpcHR Was denied the 

charrrnanshipofthePubicServtceCommission Wants 
Karunakaran repla^ ^Anlony 


■ Mfalp6pa0mn(PIMp|)3 Has a minister in the 
government—Balakrisfma Pilai (transport). Can 
visualise a poNrtsation in the Congress and wants to be on 
the right side of Karunakaran s successor 


■ Mplloiial DMBoeratle taty; Its mineter kithe 
government. Ramechandra Nair, had corruption charges 
against him He wants Kanmakarpn to drop these charges 
The CM did $0 but on the condition that Naiu resign from 
the government 

Nair accepted it and resigned. Mali now is very angry and 
wants Karunakaran to resign 


■ NlpraMOpewauwlPt Ppfty: The MoM Sen of 

Kerala. M.V. Raghlvan. is for Karunakaran. but Ms two 
ML>U in the Assembly wants him replaced by Antony. 

The MlAs have since man been expeUed. creabng a 
piquant situabon. 


1 


scr. Thakur Chundrapal 
Singh The principal of the 
college. JagMr Singh. \\ an 
ex-MLA rrf ihc Jan Sangh 
and was oocc also ibe RSS 
chief itf UP. Arjun Singh 
wa.s welcomed t^ an ex- 
MLA r>f the HJPTrum Mou- 
daha consiliucncy, Budxhah 
Singh. Il was a grand recep¬ 
tion. and the ex-MLA, who 
continues to be a ftkcmbcr of 
ihc BJP. organ!Rcd a convoy 
of 100 cars for Arjun Singh. 

This is not all. The former 
BiP chief mihisier of UP. 
Katyan Singh, and RS$ otga- 
niser Nani(ii Dcshrrtukh 
were invited lothc inaugura¬ 
tion along wuh Arjun Singh. 
Kalyan Sii(gh hod declined 
(he invitviRMi. pieuding ana- 
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AifunSlA^. 


eNow 


Owr engagement, but Nanaji 
Dexhmukh had given his con¬ 
sent and wa.s to attend the 
function. 

Bui when Aijun Singh 
came to know of this, there 
was consiemution in his 
camp. He loid the reception 
commitiec i( should choose 
between him and De»^h 
rrukh. Fjitatly Deshmukh 
was 'not inviu^" and a leiier 
wax icni to him asking him 
nnt (ucomc. 

Thai ix Lhe Mury behind 
Singh 's much -publ icised 
Banda mceiing. • 













DELHI DIARY 


UPlscwrM^ 

■ Will you cbII it the 
UniMi home mim&try 
or rbe UP home minwiry'? 

Kncepi fur the home scck* 
lory, K.Pudmanabhaiih.and 
of course ehe minister him¬ 
self. (be ministry seems u> be 
filled with bureaucnis from 
Urur Pradesh. The three 
spcciii] .secretaries, V.K. 
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HEARD AT THE AlCC 
HEADQUARTliRS 

TIm Congr^M wlf) foem th« 
gov»mm«iH liy filing In 
cntdimnnt nmM. 


PARTY SPOKESMAN VN GAOGILOMTHE 
HUNG-ASSEMBLY VERDICT IN MANIPUR 





' V 

tj. __ 

WM aiM from 

iain, Arvind Shurma and 
S,D. Trivtfdi arc all from UP 
As are mosi of Ihejoini secrc- 
Urick—A nuni| Coy il (poll • 
cc), V.K. MaJbe^ (in¬ 
charge of Centre-state rela¬ 
tions). Rajiv Raian Shah 
(Union Territory) and 
Mudhukar Gupta (Knshinir). 
The director of Intelligence 
Bureau, A.P. Paihak. too is 
fn>mtheUPci}dre? 

What’s more, even at the 
ministerial level, we have 
Rajesh Pilot who csscnrially 
belongs (g Ghaziabad, 
though he may have moved 
to Rajasthan later. 


Polities of 
' language 

■ When P.V. Nanisim- 
ha Rau took over a.s 
Prime Minister, one of his 
greatest assets was said to be 
hts familiarity with langua¬ 
ges — the PM is Ruent in at 
least sin languages. 

This gift, his admirers say. 
was wfut enabled him (o 
sound linguistically comet. 
’He speaks in many langua¬ 
ges and many longoes,” they 
said. Watch his peiformance 
with (he sadhus, the pro- 


Mandaliics, the ami- 
Mandalitev the sucialisis... 

Now, as Namsimha Rao’s 
poMiiof) in the parry begins 
to become shaky. Uk search 
has begun for a leader who is 
as Imguisiicahy accompliNh- 
ed as Rm>. Followers riTN.D. 


Tivsa/i say ihcir leader is no 
less ulenicd 

Nui only does he speak 
English, Hindi and Urdu 
Ouendy, but K' can also 
speak Swedish! Apparently, 
Tiwari spent sQitv time in 
Sweden js a young student. 


Congress traders: the scenarios they 
hope to see after the Assembly potl results 


m NarasMu Iteo: is rw up lo the backtaeth with Ns 
party Doesn’t expect 10 wmGuiarai and Bihar Will be 
nappy it the Coopress gets 10D seals in Maharashtra, 
imprevas its position In Oossa and somehow forms the 
govemmem in Manipur Then he can do to Arjun Singh, 
whalSlalm did to Trotsky caH a meeting ot the AiX 
hrmsetl and bury the hatchet, literally in Ar^un Smgh's neck 


■ Arjim Alngli: is expecting. ncA umtaturally, a 
Congress rout M aU the elections, especially Maharashtra 
Will then convene a session of the AKX and overtbrow PV, 
anointing himself president ol the pa^ He's'doubly 
blessetT after all—he’s both a nommated and an elkted 
member of the Congress Working Committee, me apex 
body m the Congress. 


■ N-0. Tlwart: 1 $ watching the situation and keeping 
his powder dry There is a marked winding down o1 his 
enthusiasm in lighting lor Ar)un Singh's cause. Should he 
win back Maharashtra lor the Congress, Pawar could be 
the next edversary on the horizon . In that event, isnlii 
tietler to begin mkong up with Rao^ 


■ K. lUviHiRlcaraci: Would be the happiest K Arjun 
Stngh 18 buried. For wtwe he irught agree with whal Smgh 
is saymg, K is because of hen that he can't get Antony off 
his back. Arjun Singh can be neutraised ei^r by an 
etecioral vidory for Rao. or by his isolation Irotn ht$ other 
vociferous supporter—N D. Tewah. 

Kamnafcaran is hopmg like hell that Rao wins, but is also 

worki% on Tiwari. revntog rrwrwnes ot the times thk 

spent in the Congress (ogkher. 


■ OlgVflaySta^TM UP chief miflttw cam 

jenison Arjun Shigh for IMrasimha Rao without kiviting 
charges of disloyal^ But Shorad Pawar? That s another 
ball game altogether. Is putting his money on P^ar. 


He fucked up the language 
there and continued uldng 
an interest in the country for 
many years after that. No 
one knew then that (he langu¬ 
age would be potiiically use¬ 
ful later. 

As they say, it helps to 
speak in many longues. 


PM-ln-waltlfig? 

■ Maharashtra chief 

minrsier Shared 

Piiwar has decided to make 
full use of the ' forced leisu¬ 
re" imposed by chief elec- 
lion commissioner T.N, 
Seshan. He left India on 22 
Pel^uary for u sojourn in the 
United Stalest, Mexico and 
TnnidaJ. 

Pawai lold his friends 
recently that he was leaving 
Mahurashira with a clear con¬ 
science — because o1* the 
clcciiuns, ihc Miiharushtra 
guvemmem had slopped ull 
decisiun-Riaking in Decem¬ 
ber, 1994. Now, with count¬ 
ing on 12 March, the admi¬ 



nistration is si ill crippled. 

The former defence mini- 
sier was very much in eviden¬ 
ce at a wedding in Delhi 
recenily. The Prime Mini- 
si^, who also attended (be 
wedding, took Pawar aside, 
led him into his car, made 
him gel inside and drove off 
Pawar reiurucd to the wedo- 
i ng ten minutCsS later and apo¬ 
logised to friends, telling 
them (bat (be PM “wanted to 
talk tome'. 

Pawar's supporters ate 
thii Ued—^cheae are die gestu¬ 
res that eam a politician the 
tide of 'prospktive Priroe 
Minister*. • 
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Plight to 
nowhere 


T he cover siory Fh!/Jy*/ty! 

(26 February — 4 Maa*h) 
leh me with only one 
lion; why? 

Whel wa^ the logic behind 
doing a cover feature on a 
subject which doc^ noc have 
the remotest connection with 
(he lives of 80 percent of the 
population? The pages, it 
must be said, were visually 
Bttruciive because of the gla* 
morous pictures accompany¬ 
ing them, but surely that 
wain' t reason enough for car¬ 
ry ing a cover story on the 
new, unbelievably cheap 
fares that various airlines are 
offering? 

I don't dispute (he fact 
that (here is a section of 
people for whom the infur- 
mat ion provided m the arti¬ 
cle IS of considerable inter¬ 
est. The question is. does 
Sunday think it constitutes 
the majoriiy of its reader- 
ship? Going hy my expenen- 
ce, [ would say not. 

Cover features on subjects 
other than (he usual poli I icaJ | 
ones are always welcome. | 
but noi one which seems 
designed to aggravate the dis¬ 
content of most of us for 
whom the idea cpf travel ling 
abroad by air, discounts or 
no discounts, is an idle 
dream. 

Omiri ffamaenand^an, Aladrpa 
fTamrrNadu/ 


■ The cover story on inter¬ 
national travel was a welcn> 
me change. Besides being 
interesiing. it was very infor¬ 
mative and will help many 
like me planning trips 
abroad in the coming munihs. 

It is lAte that with prices 
rising in the dumcxtic sector, 
the cheater and the better 
option is to fly abroad, if one 
must travel at all. But u is nca 
rteceisarily cheap once you 
reach your destination, espe¬ 
cially with (he limited 
amount of foreign exchange 
released hy ihc Reserve 
Bank for Mich trips. 

Al so. one has to thin k of 
the inordinate delays in trans¬ 
it lounges, the lung queues 
for ineui tickets ai^ the 
understandable ofnclal indif¬ 
ference to people (lying 
cheap. It n^cs sense for the 
young, but for the elderly 
and infirm, ii's more trouble 
than pleasure 

Besides. i(‘s quite seoM.*- 
]e&» to be m euphoric uhiHJi 
something that is an automa¬ 
tic fallom of liberalisation. 
The airlines are cutting fares 
in order to compdc and sur¬ 
vive and not doing the pas¬ 
senger a favour. One point, 
may be the only point, again¬ 
st ynur story is that it mode 
(hr new deal look just like 
that. 

ShannaAnl, fUftchl(Bthse) 


Manor mettle 


T his is with reference lo 
iheprolileof Maung 
Sin^. the newly appoinicd 
minister of state for parlia¬ 
mentary affairs {Mon for aU 
ffasons. 26 February — 4 
March). 

1 found (he article highly 
comrfKndaWe. as it correctly 
desenbed himas a "man 
w i ih considefaMe acumen 
and determination* who will 
help to bridge the gap bet¬ 
ween the party MPv and the 
top leadership. 

However, the article was 
not wholly accurate. It suted 
that (he Auam chief mini - 
sier. HiteswarSaikia, resent¬ 
ed him and had tned to ensu¬ 
re his defeat ai the elections 
to prevent him from becom¬ 
ing an MP. Bui ihis is grossly 
I ncorrecl as Saikia gave al I 
possible assistance to Singh 
during the elections and it 
was his support that cnahSed 
Matang Singh to win, des¬ 
pite the fact that he was only 
a second-preference 
candidate. 

While Singh\ popularity 
and mass support in the 
rMinh<ast has won him Ihc 
ire of some politicians like 
Santush Mohan Dev. it 


nffordio 


should be clarified that 
Saikia has never openly voic¬ 
ed his dislike for Singh, even 
if it exisis. 

Matang Singh’s induction 
into the Union council of 
ministers was a wise choice 
since he is a leader with dyna¬ 
mism and grit. We. the 
people of the north-east, 
want to tell him that our 
hopes and aspiratons arc link¬ 




iieiih eeat'a own man 

ed directly to his succcsi» and 
we hope ^at he wi 11 si ncerc- 
ly fulfil ihe arduous task 
ahead of him. 

MatfOuamnaBora, Oowanan 
f4aaam) 


Contempt of 
proM 

I I is su^xising that a maga- 
rinc of Sunday’s credibili¬ 
ty and popularity is continu¬ 
ing with Mani Shankar 
Aiyar's feature week after 
week. Considering its vlirio- 
I ic and egoistic coni ents. not 
(o mention Aiyar's incurable 
penchant for one- 
upmansiiip. perhaps the only 
reason for conii nuing it Is 
ihai lie makes inlciesling 
copy. Fair enough. You have 
to sell yinir maga 2 ine. 

In his latest harangue, 
entitled Whot s inanomei 5 
— 11 February), however, 
he has crossed all limits of 
decency by calling a setsorv- 

















dtfscnbtii as "the latest pawn 
in the Congress hittk*. On 
the cofttrary. ii is Mulayam 
who has been usin^ everybo¬ 
dy in his own bid lo survive 
he does so without discri* 
minatlon. m is apparent ftom 
his 'close* Tvlaiians with 


few c aceptJom lo the gene¬ 
ral state o( deterioration <as 
far as values are concerned) 
ihai ails the print media. 
However, i| seems I was 


SheUtar. Kanshi Ram and 
May avail. He has shown no 
respect tor the accq)teJ 
rwrms of admini straiion i n 
the «(aie. runni ng roughshod 
over them. He is also guilty 
of raising ihc bogey of caste* 
haticd which has resulted i d 
the spiralling of tension tci 

thestae. 

tn fact, our pi>l i licians, 
with maybe the exception of 
a few. arc people who will 
sacrifice their phrvipics 
without a secemd ihouaht If 


ed editor like Jug Suroiya a 
comic/clown and attributing 
one of THf Ttmex Of /nJni's 
editorials to the canteen 
stnfff Aiyur is by all means 
free to rebui the IXJI '.s com* 
mems on his suggesiUw con* 
cemi iig the renam ing of Con¬ 
naught Circus and Con- 
tiaught Place, bui he has no 
hg ht to cul I the paper a rag, 
tvand theii editors "cretins" 
and use indeceni words to 
desenhe it. 

iX’spiic Samir Jam's 
aiOtudci<iwanls I'd!* 
tors und his misci>nccivcd 
tH>tions ahom itricing. rni 
one — A iy ar excepted •— 
would (ki^y that it is the 
finest piipcnn New Delhi. 

KrtthmnKMf9.N9w09lht 


The right path 


(heir survival i.s at stake. 
Docs the i'idependeiu press 
have to act us (heir tawnmg 
courtier? 

D, AnJanayidu, Madrae /raffia 
Madu; 


The unklndast 
cut 


■ read with interest yiiur 
story on the kidney rocket 
in Bangalore {WuK h y*U4r 
ktt/titw 12 - IHfVl^ary). 
It is shiK’king ihui over a 
thousand people were rohh* 
cdsd I heir kidneys withiwi 
thch knowledge, Whni is 
even rntm' horrlfyuig is 
that Ihc deed wasperpciraretl 
hy (kmofs thcnisclvus. 


PM. but the mere fact they 
have been made, even 
though ii link late in ilicday, 
represents a step tsYward. 
The sudden andpers asive vil 
encc of the pro-Arj un S ingli 
forces i\ eloquent prottf i>f 
this. 

ilanpj. K. Min, Shyama^^ 
fW«tlB4ngH} 

Wlnnar Iosm all 


I u'ied to imagine that 
St NUAY was one of (he 


mistaken. 

Your suiry on the v kiory 
of Mulayam Singh Yaduv. 
tilled Af^ainsi <ill odds 11 2 
IH Peb^ury). falls in line 
with ihc odious )oumah si ic 
practice of hailing whoever 
manages io win. by hook or 
by crook. You don't !«em to 
understand that there is not 
much to appreciate in that 
kind ol success, A success 
bought ai anycosi is worse 
than a dignified failunr for 
ihe sake of upholding a 
principle. 

Mulayam Singh has been 


^ k ♦ « 




AliWiiey trada viettm: ret* 
MJu^tlca 

The Bangaliee police 
deserve lo be cimdcmned a.s 
they ciwld only bust the 
racket alter so many 
people hud already fallen vie* 
(ims 10 it. Tliey Oiould have 
taken quick act ion as soon as 
the Bangalore police com- 
misbioner recieved a Idler 
from ihe Saudi Aruhian 
Consulate that the doctors in 
that country were recommen¬ 
ding IhciT patients lu 
Bangalore hospitals for kxJ* 
ney transplants. 

Now the question is whe- 
Lhcrjuxticc willhc <lnik' jk 
soon us possible or will ihc 
government, us usual, draj.! 
its feet on the issue 
Many Anaod. (BUisf) 


T h i s refers to the cover 
Mory A Afoall hexmniVig 
<19—25 hcbniary). The 
alhKAljiin of p(4tfolios to the 
newly inducted ministers 
hu been done along expect¬ 
ed lines. 

Manmohaii Singh, as we 
all thought, continues as fin¬ 
ance miniMcr. With Pranub 
Mukherjee being given the 
external affairs minUtry and 
P. Chidambaram once more 
Ihe Union minister of state 
for commerce, we now have 
three men totally committed 
to economic refonns and (he 
policy of globali&aiion in the 
minisUies where they can 
work besl. 

It is a pity that Prime Mini¬ 
ster Nnnsimha Ran has not 
yet filled (he important port* 
folio of defence, raising spe¬ 
culations that he would pre¬ 
fer to handle this sensiti ve 
area himself. Similariy, he 
has held back the indusijy 
pratfolio. intending, per* 
naps, to dangle it Like a carrot 
in fremt of numerous as^- 
ants in the months to come. 

It i s easy to be cynical 
about the addj(jon.s and 
changes announced by the 













■ You might say many 
other derogaiory tfungs 
about UP pities, but the 
one charge you cannot hc^d 
against pf^iticians from 
our state is dial (bey can be 
pufcbased. Wcdonoi 
eftcourage nor will we 
dlow hnse-tradiRgs 

Muuyam Stttcii YfiDAy. 
tki^miniMr of Uttar 
Proiesh 

■ We shouid concentrate 
00 reconsnuctmg (he Ram 
Tem^e. This is not the 


i|)propntte tune to raise 
tte Kashi issue. 

A.B, Vajpayee. ATP 
UaJer. <m the VHP's 
proposed ptans to 
'titrate'the Vithwoiteih 
Temple at Varanasi 

ft I basically cannot 
one thing, ftat die Partition 
of this country was done on 
communii lines Muslims 
asked for (heir own nation. 
Usen leave us alooe. 

BalTUAOCESAY. Sfhv Sena 
supremo 

ft This closed-door 
busines* in a democracy is 
nottberi^ttlUTig. 

Ratesh niOT. Uniofi 
minurer of state for 
Uuemalsecurtr^. 
advocating openness 
within the Con/tress(I) 

ft The! s«ra^birni^ke 
made chief minister a^n 
for (he development of the 


state. 

Lucshmi Parvaixl wife of 
Telupu Desom supremo 
Mr Rama Rtu>. 
campaigning for Biju 
Patruik in Orissa 

ft We are nut asking for 
bung^ows, rerrigtrators 
and TVs. Bui surely, 
people have the right to eat. 

KR.VENUGOPAL, 
secretary to the PH. on the 
necessity ef having an 
e^etrw Pubiic 
DisfhbvrHW System 

ft For Amencon business, 
eoiopng ecoDomies 
always censthme areas of 
hitter risk but at the same 
ti/M, (bey also eeicpme 
tfeas of hi^wr (^portnoity. 


RdkaldH. BftOWN.t/5 
co mm erce secretary, on 
his cewtfry 's business 
interests in India 

■ British Airways took 


four to five years lo 
achieve profits: we w ill do 
ji sooner. 

P.C. %N,Afl^./nduin 

Airiine/t 

ft The industry h a place 
where you have to make 
hay while the sun shines. 
B^usc you never know 
when it will get clouded 
over. 

Smf Au KHAN./ifffr 5tor. 
replying to charges that his 
fees were too much 
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VIHSANQHVI 


Greed doesn’t pay 


Some lessons for India from the Barings fiasco 


f 


Isn't there mjhk* 
(h)flf wrong; with a 
syMem m which 4 
28*yetirH)ld tr>Jcr 
cu) lose between 
S^> mitlion to $1 
billion and cripple 
one of England's 
oldet^i (ncaham 
banks? If ytni'H* 
been f<»ll<iwing the bi7.arTe saga i)f Mck 
Lccson and the collapse of Barings, then 
you'll know all the i^ucsiions ihui are 
being asked. 

Shouldn't Barings have hud belief 
monitoring systems In place'? At whul 
stage did the management realise how 
oveiconimittcd it wusun the Nikkei den- 
vat ivc.s market? Whai does ibe whole 
saga lell us about Singap^x^’s much* 
vaunted regulatory mechanism? And 
was thca’, in fact, a conspiracy to cripple 
Barings as the management now alleges? 

These are valid questions. And I'm 
sure that the various enquiries that are 
now being conducted will come up with 
suitable answers. 

But somehow, these are not the issues 
that really wocry me. My concern U a lit¬ 
tle more bask. The collapse of Barings, 
the ad vemu res of Master Leeson and the 
worries about Singapore's regulators all 
remain sideshows In a bigger drama: the 
global (nuir^h of greed. 

Perhaps, it is a prejudice bom out of 
igrwxance but I remain deeply suspi¬ 
cious of the financial services market, its 
whiz-kids and their huge salaries. 

Partly it is the old journalistic puzzle¬ 
ment that so few people should earn so 



much mimey without actually produ* 
cing anything. Bask^lly. all that (he 
whiZ'kUl merchant bakers, super* 
traders artd Mock market eaperis ever 
really do is trade in pieces of paper — 
and with the computer revolution, not 
even that. Niahing gets nude as a con¬ 
sequence of their i^arics. And society at 
large is nut cnnchpd by their 
niunipulaiions, 

Bui my su.spM.'ion the overheated 
Onancial market goes beyond this. In 
essence, all these whiz-kids moke these 
huge suns of RMOcy by handling other 
people's funds and by dealing in areas 
that arc m> technical ihai few people 
have any idea of what is really going on. 

Eor instance, we've all read that Lee- 
sun In vested 37 billion dollars of 
Borings' money In derivatives tkd to the 
Nikkei indcs. But how many ofuskiwiw 
whol u derivative is'? As the scandal 
broke. 1 watched CNN and the BB(' 
World Service in rapt lascinaiion 
hoping that somebody Wixild capluin to 
me what 11 was thai l^son pul all these 
biHums into, 

NobtHly did. Perhaps it was loo com¬ 
plicated or perhaps they didn't know, 
either. 

F ur me, (be Lee.sun scandal is uncoin* 
foriahly reminiscent of our home* 
giown scam. {No winder ihai on Dalai 
Slrcct Iasi w'cek they wvre referring U> 
I eesiin as 'lingbnd h* Harshad Mehta*. > 
When that broke, I spent days buuon- 
hoUiig the fmanciat journal ists who had 
told us what u wonderful chap Hurshad 
w&s. Did they know what a Bankei's 
Receipt (BR) Wiv? Whai wiis a 'double 
ready forw vd deaf? Whol had Harshad 
dune so wrong? Why were they calling 
him a CTOC^ when he hod been their hero 
a mere fortnight before? 

I got no ivnswers. The truth v/as that 
few—very few. actually—of our fi nan - 
cial journalists had any clue of how (be 
bond market worked. Unable to under* 
stand (he mechanics of a complicated 


kJ 





financial structure, they simply printed 
whai (hey were told. When Harsl:^ loUl 
them he was a genius, they applauded. 
When the CBl told (hem Ihul Havshod 
was a crook. they booed. 

AndyeU despite this widespread igno¬ 
rance among tlW general public, (here i« 
a tendency to regard the Leesons and the 
Horahad » of (hi s world os a new breed of 

financial cowboys who carve out enor¬ 
mous fortunes through sheer exercise of 
brain power, 

Leeson earned upto 4 million dcdlars 
from Barings last year and claimed that 


X The financial sector remains the easiest way for 


•UNOAT it .tlMMltW 









he would retire at the age of 29. Instead, 
he destrvyed hh hank ai the ygc of 2K. 
Harshad had gone bust ten times before. 
And yet. investors clung to him and we 
in the media glorified his every action. 

i t's ea.sy enough to understand the gla> 
mour of the fiiuncial sector. ii 


Nki Uesra eaned upto 4 milliw dolhrs from Barings la^ 
ckimd that be w<Nild ittiit al the agf of 29Jflsteadt he destroy^ his 
bankattheageof28.Hardiad Mehta (centit) had gone bust/e 0 times 
before. And yet, investors clung to him and we in the media ^orified 

his every action 



Tboui^ands of decent, hard*working 
people pul ibeir savings into these, 
issues. They haven't lint money on 
Mastergain. but they would have been 
better off pulling their cash into a fixed 
deposi i account ai the local bank. And a^ 

Morgan Stanley, when I last looked, 
the issue of the decade was quoted 
below par at Rs 7.30, Lots of people who 
couldn't afford to. lost their money on 
that one. 

Even now. none of the middle*class 
investors ] know seems to understand 
why the Senses goc*' up nr down They 
were told, iwo years ago. (hat foreign 
mstilulions wer« pumping billions of 
dollars into India and that the Sensex 
would never eve' go down again. That 
hasn't happened. And they still don't 
know why. 

But (he glamour of the slock market 
persists. The glamour of the highly'paid 
tnder who earns a dollar salary while 
working in Na/imaA Point is puffed up 
by the media. And pei^lc still believe 
that (hey can get rich by hanging on to 
the edges of that glamour. 

The scam, the recent tremors in the 
Sensex and Uk collapse of Barings all 
leach us the same lesson. There are no 
short cuts when it comes to making 
money. Any society ihai glonfiev greed 
and plays down the necessity of hard 
work i s fooling iisel f 

This was true of India before the 
scam. America leami its lessrut the hard 
way in the 1980s when Ivan Boe&ky und 
Michael Mi liken went to jail. And (he 
odlapse of Barings demonstrates that 
even in England, the Thaicherile culture 
of getting rich without producing 
anything is dying. 

India may well be on the verge of an 
economic boom. But it we become rich, 
it will be because we work at it. Mere 
greed is never enough. It hasn' I woiked 
on our stock martlet and as (be saga of 
Master Leeson and the bank he crippled 
demonstrates, it won'(work any where. • 


appeals to that most bask of human cmo> 
trons: greed. I've lost count of the num¬ 
ber i4 middk-cla.vs pcof^e who have 
been seduced by the m^ia into fd- 
lowing the cKsunple of the Harshads of 
this world and putting their money into 
the market. 

Remember UTI's Mastergain 1993. 
which every clerk and peon in India see¬ 
med to have invested in? Arsd how about 
the Morgan Stanley issue wluch the 
finiincial press told us marked (he be^n- 
ning of India's mtegntiion into (he glo¬ 
bal economy? 


remains the casksi way for h young per¬ 
son wi(h I i tile or no cupi lal to make huge 
proHis. Forget about sening up a busi¬ 
ness or p jni ng up a factory. I n the finon- 
cial sector, you don't need to deal with 
people or with materials. All you need is 
a computer (bugged into a telephone line. 


The subliminal message is: get rich 
qukk. You Jon'i have to woik for years. 
You don * I have to dlny > our hands. And 
you don't have to worry about labour 
reluiioTb and the like. 


U is a dangerous message because it 


lung person with little or no capital to make huge profits 










Hie wrath of the Gods 



Posters depk tin}’ Jayalalillui as Virgin Mary anger tiu 
Christian convmmitx in Tamil Nadu 


I I as no oiximyfy htnNJay hiish 
l^is( lonnighi. »hcn Tamil Nadu 
chief miflisler Jayulaliiha lumcd 
47. ihc eniire stale wore a fe^ivc 
look. And her parly men would dsi 
just ahoul iuiyihing to pJease ihe lr4i> 
Lady of Tiuoii Nadu While some of her 
fuiihfuL walked on lire, her minintcrial 
vallcagucs were husy distrihuiinp 
Tirupali'Siyle hnU>ns among ihc early 
morning hus passengers, putting up J* 
s iidpcO w ate ri ng holes for an i iiia Is. di siri • 
huiing free gold ringswmHig the ahomlt^ 
ned children adopted by the <iaic under 
the siudle baby" schenK' and organis* 
ing community weddings of "47" poor 
couples at the party's expemse. And the 
AlADMK announced that special 
prayer services winrld he held m tem¬ 
pi es, mosques and churches in ihe state 
lor ihenexi 47 days. 

B ut il w as ('. K Oopi. 1 Ik' deputy sec re- 
iar> of Ihe north Madras unit of the 
AlADMK, who itxik the sychophuncy a 
hii UK> far and, in the pnxess, has landed 
hi s leader i n trouble. He put up huge post * 
m all over the city, some of them depict¬ 
ing javiihiiiiha as Virgin Mury and the 
others showing ihe Tamil Nadu CM as 
Ihe Hindu g^nldcss, Paru^hakli. 

These Vjigiii Mary povicfs aitracied 
imniediaic a i lent ion They showed 
Jayalalilhii da'vscd like Virgin Mary 
with u halo aiound her and a crown on 
her head She also had a spectre in her 
nghi hand and m infani Jesus in her 
ariii.s Since Jayaiulilhu is a spinster and 
lest people misinterprci the message 
Gopi wanted lo convey^ there was a 
legend above the poster which read: 
"The mother who had set up cradles for 
abandoned infants". Apparently, this 
was G<»pi's way of thanking the chief 
minister for the governinent’s 'cradle 
scherne''. 

Bui iheChri.siians of die state thought 
oihenvi&e Kev. Dr A run Das James, 
Aahhisbop of Madras, described the 
posters as "the most painful situaiion for 
the Christian people of Tamil Nadu and 
India at large. It amounts to equating 
J uy a) ai ihu to M ary. the rrxnher of God". 

I n the predominanily Christian town of 
Vellore, a meeting of Catholic priests 




and Jarly under ihe chainTuuiship of the 
Bishop i>f VclkKc was convened wheis* 
speakers condemned Jayaialitha and her 
puny. They i*vcn passed a icsolution 
dcMirihiftg Ihe poster us an attack <m one 
of the funduitHrntal tenets of Christia¬ 
nity. The rcNolutioo declared: The lenn 
Virgin Mary rtferx to ihe iiiolher of 
Jesus. tKit to any other lady. It is a bra/eii 
attempt U» equate Virgin .Mary with 
Jayulaliiha.** The speakers ask>^ the 
AlADMK tu secure an apology from 
C.R. Gopi, the man who had put up the 
nbjcciu 'nahlc posters. 

The proicsts didn't end there Soon, 
students of the prestigious Loyola Colle¬ 
ge in Madras foinid forces with the 
Christian clergy. 'They even blocked traf¬ 


fic itj voice I heir disupprovul ol such 
syohophancy. "TlK*y have cut off the 
head of Virgin Mary and inserted in it's 
pl.x'c, the head of Jayulaliihu. Nowhere 
in the world, even during the medieval 
times, has such an atrocity been esuried 
out. Imagine, if this had happened in Ire 
land. By now. a blixid hath would have 
folkiwcd.’' said a student union leader 
The Christian community In Tamil 
Nadu Is now planning to lake legal 
action against the JayalaJitha reginte. 

In fact, the Christians in Madras have 
been at loggerheads with Jayalalitha 
since the lad one year. The trouble 
began when Jayalulilha attended ihe 
Chnstmas muss «i the Sanihome Church 
and her over-zealous securitymen oreal* 







probleTn> tor all (hoKc who had 
(hroDgcd the church to dttcod ihc 
prayers. As u result, the large Christian 
population in the southern district of 
Tamil Nadu, mainly in Tuheorin and 
Nagercoil, were incensed when the con* 
(foversiai posters appeared. 


on «'hai her mentor suirteJ. Thus, huge 
cui*ouis of the Tiunil Nadu chief mini* 
sierhave hren pul up hy her lollowers in 
ail the vantage points in Madras aitJ 
elsewhere. As a Congress!I) MP from 
the state put It. “She wants a lorgcr- 
ihundife image. Rccenily. JayaluUlha 
Asked her parrymen to put up huge cut¬ 
outs of her in Delhi hccausc td>c is nurs¬ 
ing prime minisienai ambi irons." 

However, even as her panymen went 
overboard to display ihcir loyalty towar¬ 
ds JayaJalitha. the chief minister herself 
showed a rare degree of uncharacteristic 
coyness by observing her birthday in 
seclusion ai Ixr Poes Gaix^n residence. 
She refii'tcd to meet panymen, minisiers 


Huge cut-outs of the Tamil Nadu chief minister are 
common enough in Madras (left), but last fortnight 
posters appeared showing Jayalalitha as Virgin 
Mary (atwve). "This is sacrilege," says Valampuri 
John, a former AI ADMK MP and now a 
Congress leader in the state 


' JkL senunienis of <*hnstians 4 

nRflft but also thai of Muslims J 

V*. hccauw.'there ore referen- 1 

’*'u Virgin Mnry In the J 

Holy Koran al.so. Hw 
beheading Virgin 

Miiry the poster and 
replacing it Jayalali- 
thn's head is a SKrilegc 
added John. 

According io John. 9 f 
j*" who iKKT functiiNicd ^ m ^ 

Jayalalitha’s speech ^ 

Meanwhile, the Opposition parties in wtiicr. “The AlADMK I, 

Tamil Nadu have made common cause cadres have clearly run out of 
with the enraged Christhin communiiy Hindu goddesses to equate Jayalalitha 
in the M :Yie they h »ve ovcm ight i umed ^ilb and were now encroaching on other 
defenders ol (he Christian failh. "U ts rn>- rcligioas. Bur they caAiHK go very far in 
nical that members ofa pony claiming to this ploy as theic are not many female 
he true folltiwcrv of raiionalisi leaders goddesses in nther religions.'* 


and top bureaucrats, who lined up outsi¬ 
de her house to greet the chief minister 
And when the Vi rgi n M ar> posters creai - 
ed a furore, she promptly ordered ihciii 
to be removed 

Later, in a viuicmeni. Jayalalitha said 
that these posters were "the result of an 
overwhelming affection of her punyiii- 
cn towands her*. Bui though the i>rfenil- 
mg hoardtngs were pulled di>wn, iho 
onr» depicting her as Parashak 11 remain 
edfor all to see. 

For (he present, another birthday hash 
is over, bui next year trusMhc AlADMK 
pt^iliciads to think of oilier inimvjiive 
ways of pleasing" Am ma" • 
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wav pus>cd Ihiii the 
lawyers; hod lost nmnden* 
ce in the judge *'i>n his 
lacking the inicgrily 
cjipecied of a high oflicc 
lhal he is hoUling'V Accor* 
ding to C.J. Sawam. a 
senior lawyer of the 
Adv^tcaic s A vviH;iation 
whi> moved tiK mainreso* 
luiion. ihc M>-calted rift 
heiWLvn lawyers had 
been cxaggcraicct tu 
attow "sonK cxcu^ic'' foi' 

the Chief Justice's 

defence. 


T:, 


in olTice. sSiill anoilicr set of lawyers 
wrote lo the Chid Jusihv lequcsiiiig 
hiiiu "n<K lo succumb lo the t^resNure ol 
Mime udvoculcs ot the <iriginal vide 
(BllA)'. 

S <Miic lawyers within the KB A itself 
were not for any rc.voluttun against 
the Chid'Justii c. 'V . We aivc^'scd to 
the condeniiiattcm of the judge mc«dy 
on susim ion. ilnii kki. without even the 
elementary courtesy of askmg the Judge 
to give his say," iht') wrote in a teller to 
the Association. IV'y felt that since (he 
publisher's existence lud been establi¬ 
shed and Ihc charge that ihe sum was 
cxorbiinni hatl proved wrong, "the base¬ 
less pcrvecultoir of IhcCJ should stop. 

Nevcnhcless, things eventualfy tur¬ 
ned ovcrwhctniingly against the 
Chief Jiistce. With the CJ soil to submit 
his resignation, the BBA went ahead 
with us noconfidence motion on 28 
Febmaiy when 186 members voted for 

(he motion, 18 voted against ii ond three 

abstained. The BBA sought the resigna¬ 
tion of ihcCJ and decided to boycott him. 

There were also strong commenu 
against the resolution. No-confidence 
motions were passed in 1990. too, by the 
BBA against three judges of the High 
Court. "But there wav near unanimity 


BhattacharfM compHcBtod 
nutters hHMBlf wHh 
cofiwwn te and txpteiutfons. 
Hs ssM Hut hs Nad 
consulted tlis stats 
Mvocste-Gsnsral on tes 
offsr, M the tetter said ths 
CJ hadoH mantionad the 
pybHshsr or the amount Ns 
would rsconrs 


then.” said Ndoufer Bhagwat. who 
spoke against the resolution. There is 
nu ofFicial or unonkiai report which sta¬ 
led ihai the iransaciion was wrong.’ She 
also4iccui«ed Ihe BBA of « paitisan stand 
and said that ihoiigh people who shaicd 
her ihou^s were against comtp- 
lion, the situation called fur restraint 
The WIAA meeting nexi day was 
more surprising. li wax attcodiMj by 
moie than ^ members. The W1A A pre¬ 
sident, Wamanrac Yende. said; "When 
we asked for a vote on how' many favou¬ 
red a re»o1uticn to boycon the judge, we 
didn't have lo count. So many hands 
w^eni up. the count must have been over 
250.*' No ^lecifK resolution was ihcre 
before the ineeting. but a resoluiior 


Chief Justice too 
complicuivd lUHtiers 
for himself with coin- 
mcnl.i nnd cxplarwtions, 
He said that he had cou- 
suited the Advocate' 
CKocrul of ilK* stale, T.R. 
Andhyan^jina, on the 
olfcf for ihc book. The 
Adv( icaic* f kticrul (i>fic 
go . up had MKneiinu* buck 
cash gated him for ma tel¬ 
ling Ihc li,ii about his 
being consul led) nuaW «t tuird-liiilmg 
speech at ihc NBA mcciitig saying ihai 
wlule ilw ('hH*r Justice hod (old him of 
ihcolTcr. he hadn't (old him ihi* name of 
the puhlishiT or ihc anuHini he w<kjIJ 
receive, Andhyamjinu, who g<K a stan¬ 
ding ovuiinn fcir his speech, culled upon 
BBA mcmbcni io vote fnrthc rvsoluiion, 
A( ufw poini, the Chief Justice had 
alsc> said he had made a nu stake about 
the* hook, a rontark which has been taken 
as a sure sign of his guili. Says Iqbal 
Chagla, “Wc would raihcr go by what 
the CJ himself says, that he hod made a 
m isuke." How can a C'J so rcadi ly say be 
made a mistake, a.sk lawyers. Says 
Sawani, "When a man <if the calibre of a 
CJ says he made a mistake, ri is like an 
adinisvion. Al vo. how can a person of bis 
poMtkm immediately offer his restgna* 
lion? Why has he nw been more forceful 
in defending himMlf?" 

About the ao-called market m the 
Middie-East, the lawyers are nxtsi scep¬ 
tical. Says Chagla: “iMrsi of all. the book 
is about the Indian Con.stiiuiion. 
Secondly, the book says that a Uit of liic 
Shariat Law is unconslitutional. In llie 
Middle-East, such a book is more likely 
10 bring about a faiwa rainer than gain 
applause." • 
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MANI-TALK 


MAN» SHANKAR AlYAft 


A vill^ called IVIani 


Why is Jayalalitha running scared? 



[ fini whi7.2e<l 

through 

Manigrammam on 
the opening day of 
the 199J election 
campaign in an 
open jetp behind 
JayalaJiiha. My 
^lo^t8ch wa» chur* 
ning becauM a few 
nunuie^ earlier the corevk had Midden* 
ly stalled al SooraikaJu to avoid hitting 
a pig ambiing across the road. The jeep 
behind mine had smashed into the back 
of our jeep almost ampuuting at the 
ankle the police consiabie travelling on 
thereuT'Step I had seen the Ikxtot on (he 
poor nun's face. 1 knew his dunces of 
survival were almost nil. He died a day 
later. 

1 relumed to Manignimmam last 
week. The Cauvery delta must count as 
one of the most beautiful places on 
earth. Lush, verdant, brimming over 
with all that Niiiure in her endless boun* 
ty can give. It is not a village so much as 
a congeries of hamlets, each clustered 
around a pond and almost hidden from 
outside view by coconut and palm 
groves, ancient banyans, thick vegeta* 
tion. The one place in the world where 
there should be no drinking water pro 
blent. Yet. it's "water, water everywhe* 
re. not any drop to dnnk". 

Years ago. indeed, close on three 
decades ago. a serious and successful 
attempt had been made to solve the pro¬ 
blem. I discovered Ihis when 1 saw nestl¬ 
ing in one of the groves an intriguing 
lhm>siOFcy structure thai couhl. I 
thought, have been the home of an 
archi tecturally- innovati ve mirasdar 
with more aesthetic sense than money. 
But AO, it was. said M. SivaprakAsam, 



I 


our greying local Congress leader, the 
overhead tank (OHT> he had built when, 
in late youth luming in early middle- 
age. he was the elected panchayiu 
president. 

i have seen hundreds of OHTa, but 
none <iui(e like this one. The others are 
all built on stilts thai soar into (he sky 
and are lopped with a massive, rotund 
supersinadure. We descended from our 
vohono lopay our homage to (his intngu* 
ing monument. 

There, on a fading plaque, the history 
of another era was Inaugurated, the 
plaque proudly proclairrwd. on 6 Janua 
ry. 1%^, by A. Oovindaswamy. mini 
sier of agrKuIiure. in the presence of 5 
Ganesan. MLA; D.M. Sriniva.Nan. Pan 
chayat Union president; A. Annamalai 
divisional engineer. PWD; C.$. Dakshi 
namunhy. block commissioner; and 
most prominent of all. our host himself, 
M. S i vaprak^am. the once*elected V i I la 

ge paitchayai president. 

As he lovingly dusied off the fading 
lettering on the plaque, Sivaprikasam 
told us of how it struck him dial the 
yawning, useless gap between (he pump¬ 
house on (he ground floor and the tank 
on lop of (he stilts could be filled with a 
room whkh could be reached by the 
same winding outside staircase thal 
would take (be pump-fitter up to (he tank 
to see that (he water was flowing smooth¬ 
ly. So. he had ordered the room to be 
built and filled it with books to serve as 
the vi Kage I ibriry. Not a single persoo in 
Manigrammam was left illiterate; 
indeed, all the poor villagers could prO' 
udly claim, thanks to their village libra¬ 
ry, to be mote than just literate but truly 
educated. 

TODAY, THBtt is no water flowing 
from (he tank. Tlte motor of the pump 
bnAe down so many months ago that no 
one quite rcmend)e(s when there was 
any living link between the OHT and par¬ 
ch^ ihroais. And (he library, I asked. 



the hundreds of books? Who knows, 
said Sivaprakasam. shrugging his 
shoulders, thrown away, stol^, sold by 
some wretched village functionary, who 
knows? With (he end of ParKhayati Raj 
in Tamil Nadu, nut only did the water 
taps rvn dry. learning itsdf, in this heart¬ 
land of the Tamil beriiage, ran dry. 

Two days later, I was in a quite differ- 
eni pan of the coostiruency. We stopped 
at a dhobi ghat on the outskirts of a villa¬ 
ge, a liule beyond Thiruvazhpadi. Lying 
on the grourid opposite, resting on four 
stones, was anoth^ plaque: the fbunda- 


If Jayalalitha's image takes a beating it will ha 
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Iielp when the Assembly and Lok Sabha elections come up 


XUM stune oT the Sri Manamman visions. Tamil Nadu M:ntpcd pasi the | msistcncc 
Alayain, laid, so said (he legend, by S. posi with literally seconds to spare. 

Achumani, B.Sc.. (he AlADMK MLA Tha( was close on a year ago. In (he 
elected along with me in the ekclimu of past 12 mwths, every stale of (he Indian 
199l.Thedate;4 April. 199^. Union has either duly consiiuned pan* 

AU around was a wilderness. A slight diayats atready in place (Arunachal. 
mound in (he fields was all that indicar- Assam. We&i ^gal); or has held elec* 


on state's rights at the expen* 
^ of people's righIs. 

Bui why is Jayalaliiha shying away 
fnwn panchayai clixtiuns^ After all. she 
is (he first io claim ihai 95 per cent of the 
Tamil people arc solidly*behind her. If 
she believes her own rhelonc. then sure* 
ly she sIxHild win Hanrls down. Whui. 
iHcfl. is it (hat she Knows that you and 1 
don’t Know.’ 

SHI KNOWS, J ihink. ihe difference 
between (he l%K plaque at Manigram- 
mam and the IW plaque inflside the 
unbuilt Mahamman Alayam. 

She knows that in Munigrammam, a 
previous elected panchayai built a 
culvert over the Kanni irrigation chan¬ 
nel at Thachchai Them (Carpenters 
Strecll Many years ago. the road over 
the culvert collapsed leaving a gaping 
hole. Four years aficr the Puratchi 
Thalaivi (Kevolutu nary Lcaderene) 
took over the reinc of governance, the 
holcisstillgujiing. 

Everyone on Thachchai Theru 
believes dui funds lor its repair were 
va/Ktioned but Jtc local mliiig pany 
mafia gtt( the bills signed falsely to 
pinch (he funds without bothering to till 
the gap. I do not know whether the 
rumour is true, li is simply that ordinary 
fol k believe il lo be true. 

iayalalidiB known. I suspecl. lhai 
there is a well at ihe entrance to one of 
the Hanjan hamlets of Manigrammam 
— a go^. old-fashioned svell. the kind 
from which you draw svater with a rope 
and a pulley and a bucket, a svell which 
the 2Ut century threatens to eliminate 
from our technological hoheons 
The 21 St century need not btsther. 
Jayalalilha's unelccted local adminisira* 
(ion uses (he wel I as a garbage dump and 
(ions to coosQtuie die paochayats has turned as deaf an car as it can to the 
(H^ana. Madhya Prided. Punjab, entreaties of (he locals that the well be 
Rajasthan, Tripuia); or has announced cleaned so (hat they can draw the clear, 
its poll schedule. fresh water you can still see lurking 

The only stale to adamantly hold out beneath the fl^sam and the jetsam, 
isJayalah^'sTamilNadu. Itisinstruc- Just as. 1 suspect. JayalalUha knows 
(ive to recall (hat (he only two parties that Just beyond (he culvert we talked of 
represented in Parliament to vote again- a miou te ago. is a large plot of empty, fal- 
M (he Amefsdmems woe the AlADMK low land. Many years ago. when there 
and the DMK. Jayalalitha now tocsing was an elected panchayat available to 
her golden curis aod throwing a tanuum render a little justice. 43 Harijan fami- 
on the Cinema set that is the political sett* lies were given punas (title-deeds) to 
ing of Tamil Nadu Is ofa pece with die submii their claims to having (he stale 
Dravidian Movement's long-standing govemnteni build pucca one-room 


ed where the Alayam was to come up. 1 n 
Shelley's Ozytrusndias. the "trunkless 
legs of stone* are all that.rem^n of the 
once-great monarch; in JayaJalitha’s 
panchayai-le«s Tamil Nadu, empty 
hopes and vain plaques are all that 
remain of development. 

Following the 73rd and 74(h Amend¬ 
ments to the Constitution, all state 
Assemblies were required to enact ftesh 
tegisladon within a yew of the nocifica- 
tion of the Amendrrtfnts to bring (heir 
reapcctive Panchayaii Raj Acts is con- 
formlty with the new constitutlona] pro- 










C0fne panchayat elections and the people will be voting for candid^ 


Nidu. She kruMv that Maniijraininam is 
alse to be foonJ in KjJaniianihadi. 
where e schooINty lold mctlui alihcHJ|*h 
id I ihc McfhHdchildrcn hold huv poNSCs. 
half of ihein are ucuhle to ^ei into the 
solitary bus that aimcslhcii way. 

So. they smigfilc hack home on]> to 
he beuien hy ihcir paceniN and made lo 
walk (he five kihHnrtrcs to school - - so 
as to lict Ihcir niicinJay meal ilwre and 


MYAULfTHA NAS, perhaps, been 
Kdd too of the road to ftranur. sanction¬ 
ed, oh. ah(»ai a year ago. It would have 
Inmsformcd the lives of nearly 15 villa¬ 
ges, The extractor came by and dump 
ed little rmninds of gravel and latente on 
either side of the existing mud road. 
That was a while ago. 

He has not rtlun^. IYk only e x plana- 
non ihe thousand.^ of dcs|)eraic. disup 


not be a noon time burden on their 
parents. 

The schoolboy did not know that the 
only reason a regular. frc<|ucnr bus servi¬ 
ce cannot be provided rs that when they 
built the bridge over the nearby river. 
Jayalaliiha's t^icials forgot ii> make it 
wide enough to take the bus iranw. <>r. 
perhaps and tnore likely, the ofTiciats 
knew (hat if they ntade Ihe bridge nar¬ 
row enough, th^ could then Hoai two 
niore terKters. one to break down dte 
existing bridge, another to build a new 

one. and thus add .MIO percent to ihc pro¬ 
fit they made in conttaciors' hrihes in 
building the siraiiened bridge in the first 
instance* 


ptinied villagers can give ihemselves is 
that dumping the gravel was enough lo 
enhile (he contracUir to coliccling his 
duos land the officials (heir hajiu^): the 
gravel and (he laierile were, hy no 
meens;. a wry Deepavali gift to them 
from an over-generous coniniciof, 

I wais witness to an angry argument 
between Ihe people and MahaJingam a( 
Koothanur North Street. The people 
sakJ MahaJingam. who glories in the off! • 
ciaJ title of "pump-fitter" and is paid by 
the local authority a small wage for his 

pains, never strung up (be lube-lights 

supplied to him hy head office to bright¬ 
en (heir street. The local senior official 
accompanying me wanted to know why. 


bouses for them Ihcy u jiied. Ilicy 
prayed. 

They strlJ wail. TTwy Mill pruy. They 
have no one to turn lo. bar an (wca.vionaJ 
iiinerarH MP. to why. close lo a 
decade on. tl>ey are Mill wiihout a pucca 
roof over their heads. Jjyalalitha kn<»ws 
(hat if Uk’iiI h()dies elcciions arc held 
they will want u> know ihe rcjM^n why. 
And resMtn ilicrc will he none 


THIYHAVEj all on shop in Man igrui 11 - 
mam. I decide to drop in unannourKcil 
The chap in c harge i s sUirt led at iny whi »1- 
ly unexpected visit hui councous 
enough 10 offer me hiv ch.nr lit condiK'i 
my eivquiry. Which is jusi us well, since 
ii Is the only chair 1 can see. bar Irtan 
being the hVankciislcin the villager^ 
have made him out to he. be is really 
ralhcr poliie and just as bewildered hy 
his irtabihiy to mcei the villagers" needs 
8s they are hy hi.s iruihihly to mai ihi*ir> 

1 ask him why he is imh ensuring 
enough lupplirs of Ks y i^ualiiy rkv He 
mumbles sonwthing about tuivmg 
ample Quaniiiics of Rs 5 riiv bvi, I icll 
him. ihrBl's not whai they can aflord. 
with open niurisct prices ruling ai Rs 7 .i 
k ilo; Rn 9. he ciirructs me. liK^k in g an >l( i 
getic for whal IS surely n<H his faun, Ikt 
you agree. I ask him, lhal you miuirc 
smaller supplies of cx|>cnsivc rice and 
larger supplies of clicapct vaneticsV He 
readily agasis. as if 1 wciu a t>unicl conw 
lojudgemeni 

Then why, 1 msisl. has ihc Taluka Sup¬ 
ply Officer not assessed (he precise 
rcituiremcms of Manigranimam? 'fhr 
ration sb<^ in-charge seems bemused by 
(he suggestion. The Taluka Supply Offi¬ 
cer, he cxplain>i. pnifilcs no village's 
needs. He jusi divides up what he gets 
from the District Supply Office, ihai's 
all. 

1 sec a nonce swaying from a single 
nail on the wall. It is in Hnglivh. God 
knows how many years ago someone 
hung ii up. It reads; "Nothing Is Impos.si- 
ble-lOh, yeah? 

Above all, iayaJalitha krww.s that 
Manigrammam is not so much an obscu¬ 
re village on the map as a paradigm of ail 
that is not happening in rural Tamil 


The charisma that has made Jayalalitha CM vi 
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(otdhim. as! did; “It the Hundch^Thalai- 
vi lets us have panchayat clecitons. 
don't you think your education will Iv 
invaluable in getting your panchayai to 
sen.’w out of this adniinistration whau ii 
rightfully yourv fur all of Anna Coki* 
nyT I walked away k> apfdausc. But t 
not gone tor applause. 

I had only gone to show Bhonmina- 
than and every nne of thoM* gnarled old 


MANI.TALK 


Mahulingam itbisied that the tube* 
lights were put up for Pongal. A punicu- 
lariy angry man spai on the floor and 
asked, were they to get light only on 
Pcngal and Decpavali, and spetMj the 
rest of their days in darkness? Jayalali* 
tha knows that, come the pajichuyai elec* 
tiuns. she w i 1 1 have to answer h tin. 

A s she wi 11 have to answer Rhooinina* 
than. MA. the rir?it posi'gniduaic Hari* 


y personally know 


jan of Anna Colony, named after C.N. 
Annadufdi. the common founder of the 
DMK and the AlADMK. Why am I Mill 
wjthoul a job. be asked, as did I he assem* 
bled knot of gnarled old women, skinny 
old men looking Itke Belscn survivors 
and handsome coal-black young boys, 
their nJkCd chests and broad should^ 
glistening with sweat irt the heat of the! 
mid-day sun^ What was the point of 
fihoominathan getting su.'h a big educa¬ 
tion if he only had to carry head'loads at 
the end of dK day ? 

Does Jayalalitha honestly think 1 
could have quoted Helen Keller back lo 
him: "It is teller to light a candle than 
curse the darkness"? Or should I have 


Nvomen arid diinrty old men and glisten- 
ing young boys that one measly 
constitutionally-saDctioned partchayal 
ekxtion was all that stood between dtem 
and (heir taking their destiny into their 
own hands, in the full confidence that 
what rules and by-laws they did imm 
understand. Bhoomiiuihan. MA. would 
be able to read up and explain to them. 


JAYAIAUTHA KNOWS that this is the 
situation whidi prevails all over rural 
Tamil Nadu. And that if artd when pan- 
chay ai elections we held. ii U not her cut¬ 
outs that the people wiU be voung for. as 
at the Assembly polls, but for candidates 


u4x>nfeach voter perso .tally knows. The 
candidatea she will have to Held ^ she 
really has no alternative — will be the 
venal local leaders of the ruling party 
who. for (be last four yean;, have been 
gouging the goodies out of the very 
voters dtey will now be asking to vote 
for them. 

Since (he Puratchi Thalaivi can 
obviously iwt become ibepanchayat pre* 
sideni in every village of Tamil Nadu, 
the charisma that has made her (and will 
prohahly keep her) as chief minister of 
our cinema*besu((ed state will he of lit¬ 
tle value when it comes to panchayai 
ejections. Her image wi 11 (ben lake a ba¬ 
ting. And that will hardly help when the 
Assembly and Lok S^ha elections 
come up in February * March next year. 

That is why Jayalalitha is running sca¬ 
red. That Is why the pe^le of Tamil 
Nadu are being denied (heir cunsiUution* 
i al rights. 

She cannoi get av ay with it. She can- 
iKH be allowed to gel away w ith it. I hu m- 
bly request her press secretary—or who¬ 
ever it is ihal reads this column on her 
behalf—to hnng to her attention the fol* 
lowirtg observat'ons of (he hon'ble Spea¬ 
ker of the Lok Sabha during Question 
Hour on 2 March. IW. in respect of 
LokSabhuqueMionno. 105: 

Shri Vijay Kumar Yadav (Janata DaJ); 
... Besides, even after this, today there is 
an aitempi to postpone elect i ons. 

Hon'ble Speaker No. this is in (Jk 
C onstitifiHffi. 

Shri Yadav: But what measures arc 
being mken by government u> guarantee 
that elections are not postponed? 

Hon'ble Speaker: There is provision in 
the Coniiitution that if any state govern- 
nieni does not function according to the 
Consliluiion. (hat state government 
could also be dismissed (f^rkhaxf bhi 
kiyujasak/hahai). 

Therefore, if by 23 April, 1995, 
Jayalalitha does not bold pan^ay at elec¬ 
tions. (he Govemmern of India will find 
itself under a constitutional obligation to 
chuck her out. 

And then the only persons who could 
save her would be the Virgin Mary and 
Parashaktil • 


(Ttm ¥m0t m r u rnmf ^ M eovnn Mm cT pm 
■itfier«noap Aorpuaert«»c«nanM an 
or M Cm^bm MW's PM*M j 
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THE SOUTH BLOCK 



INO£R MALHOTRA 


On its own terms 


China signs (he agreement on intellectual property rights with the US 


Globalisation is one 
thing but a campaign 
for global misinforma- 
tion. aimed at brainwa« 
shing the world, quite 
another The is*«ue 
compels attention in 
view of what has been 
going on in relation to the inglorious col* 
lapse of the peaco'keeping mission in 
S^alia and the US'Chicu agreement 
on intellectual property rights that has 
avoided m trade war between them. 


marines landing in Somalia unc^iposed, widespread and flagrant piracy of its 
most Arrterkans from coast lo coast pat* compact discs, video cassettes and com* 


ted themselves on the back. They cele* 
bmed both America's might and its 
humanism. 

Now. all over again, pictures of US 
marines landing on the same Somalian 
beaches are flashing across TV screens 
across the world. Pray, what had happe- 


puter software in China was. of course, 
legitimate. But then China never said 
that ii Justified this activity (even though 
some of the factories where American 
discs and cassettes were copied 
belonged to people with very high con* 
ncctions). AU China said was that it 


ned to them during the intervening two* would bring down the rampant piracy 
year pMod? Well, with (he first 13 *at its own pace and in its own way", 
casualties inflicted on them by the rag* This is exactly .what had been agreed 
tag army of a petty warlord, they had upon after intensive negotiations. 
-. CXiubdess, Beijing has 


h'iUirg 






fruMtutfiioffi tot 
itmicfcid US mukm 
toSpMiawttllii 
\mMk ol»ctNof 
rtiMpf «MM kM of 
ortorinthBtcoMntiy. 
mthilMU 


agreed to shut down 
inimcdiaicly seven focto* 
rics that had hcvn merrily 
copying American mate* 
rial But the fact must he 
faced that the number of 
factories that Washing¬ 
ton wanted to close down 
Ml once was 29. 


V 


Umi k)rllNri|.tNI 
•nvcfaiMttjrinrlorri, 
UHrtodMSoiiiabiM 
MmHwitcmU 


On both counts the iniemationaJ 
media which are almost entirely 
Western'Control led. with the Americans 
having the whip hand — has been busy 
disingenuously depicting the two events 
as "famous victories" of the United Sta* 
tes. This is patently absurd. But such is 
the power of high*prcssure propaganda 
that many in this country are being taken 
in. The rec<^. therefore, needs to be set 
straight. 

The American embarrassment in 
Somalia may be taken up flrst. I was 
living in Washington when the lame- 
duck President George Bush, without 
consulting any other country. Jes* 
patched US marines to Somalia with the 
laudable objective of saving ihe Somalis 
from starvation, disciplining wamng 
clans and restoring some kind of order m 
that country. A.sTV screens showed US 


So. who has given 
^ more ground and who has 

i-tn been content with face* 

WiriJfdi saving? Hopefully, this 

I would be a coneclivc to 

*• the propensity of the Indi- 

id an intelligentsia to swal- 

' low whatever disinforma* 
tion or misinformation is 
fled Somalia as fast as they could. purveyed by the Western media. 

They are now comine back with the . . ^ . 

seJe or -covering- Ibe *i*- ^eri lo .he d.spuw between 

drawil erf^h UN troop, ns had been 
left in Mogadishu to hold the bawling 

b.by whence Amencansebesetowith- "o' f 

dr-i to safcy. It was a tne« created by i"""*** of J*'' 

the US in thi fi«t iriacc. and America “f Tatw» ^Hong 

must accept Ihe olal^oc its start, failu- “^'"8 f P?'" 

re. This has. unsuimsingly. made other fegmn. were at ^akeXh.na s objec- 

peace-keeping o^ra.i-iis unpopular. 

Ld nowhere so thanTths CMsUta. i. would not 1*^1^ by Oteit 

Rcpoblican-dominaled US Congrevs. '■“■'"atums. It has achieved bodt. 

Attempts to aJveilisc the agrecnmit No one should fail to notice that 
between China and the US on (he i&sue China refused to hold the last-ditch nego* 
of imellecluaJ property righti as Ameri- tiatinns in Washington and virtually for¬ 
ces ■’triumph'and China's "surrender* ced the Americans to go to Beijing, 
are even norc laughable. By and large, II Moreover, it let the American deadline 
is China tha: ha.s had its way. not the forthe imposii ion of stem unctioni clap- 
other way nnind. $c and signed the agreement ten hours 

America's complaint against later, a 
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AT LAS T. 


THE HALF'SLEEVED 



If you thought Raymond onJy mako suitmgi, hcics some intereating news. Raymond has a wide range of 
shircing fabrics, that includes cocton. silk, pd^srer, linen, and Mends. In srrips. plains and prints. For the 
perfect complement ro a suit .knd fx occasions that don't demand one. 

SHIRTING FABRICS FROM RAYMOND. is, n c e . o *; 


Ravmoni) 








.\FrER YOU’VE CALLED THE FIRE 





•?r -.-i-ri 

, r A 







s 


\ 






. V 

■r 






V 

♦ \ 









cw Indl* ^6»anatx, 


trade, you could corcr pbte gkm. neon algns. baggage* 


Thai ia. It you had been careful ccarngh to cnstirc Ihe and moocy-la-tnnslt 


safety ofvour tHiHincfW. 

New I ndlaV SlRM|0fi9 BRBAMC^tOUlCr^,. 

It combines a nuinl)cr of coveta under a single polky. 
provided Uic toUl value of (he properly at risk. Including 
the buildlng/premlses, docN not exceed Ra. f* lakhs. 


Bualneaa lolerruptJon. Fidelity Gtiaraotce, and PeraoRnl 
AeddenI covers for you and your employees, arc aim) 

available. For a oomlnal premium you could inaurr yoiir 
employceaunder Workmen's ('ompeoMUon Act. as well 
Select covera 9 >oat suited to your business needs. 


BesldcH Insuring your businew premisea and atnek'ln' 





BRIGADE .\M) THE POEICE... 


WHOM WILE YOU CALL XEXT? 


? 
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Ft»r runhcrfk tjiiKL'iMHaci aAVoCXc* IndiuVniraTCstiifDcc^. 



NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 

indka's 1390$! General msuroncd Ccrnpany 

tA ftvtpbtfofv oi lrnu<or«» Ccipo>o*ion o' irtdia) 

CMC* B7. MohoiTxi c«ntf« oooa Fot torreor430 0)1 


OurR« 9 lencriOfllG«r 

AhmodoM 420490 o Rmda ^>000 yiObbt • 

Zirs^rnmepmPWe 5S4S39«»«boMM«rPlyy« SS?70 

• >0W e y (H rfion» 2661621 • tofiiOoy (■) Piwno 6119720 ♦ tombav 

SasaSiS * Coleulla Phono 22091S3 • Colmb0lei« Prv:r)e 
• OoidlgaA A>or« 704079 • DaM <1) l¥ono S3?SSfi3 • Mu 
n Phone 3719944 • ItftfWBffi W«ne 37BS61 • diAMMU 
S01S7S • Hii^oiAod Phono 640217 • Hfftvt Pf«r« Sl740a • Kenpur 
PTtfne 311665 • Modrat Phone 9523909 • Pofne Pnone ?756l3 • Pw>* 
Plorw 644166 


f«4r1»AiP*<MASj10ClAl(S 





yodhya's puliikiJ poientiat 
has apf»artnUy fizzed out 
and. sure enough, (his reali¬ 
sation has dawned on the 
anfih pcrivar. Otherwise, 
it would MM have chosen (be widely- 
cdebraled Hindu festival. Shivratri, (o 
play up (he issue of (he Kashi Vishwa- 
nath Temple to (he same strident pitch as 
il haddoiKinthecaseoftheBabri Mas* 
jid in Ayodhya. 

The iongh pariw's desperate search 
for another plank that could yield politi¬ 
cal dividend was evident in Vuranasi 
on 27 Fei^ary when prominent Vishwa 
Hindu Parish^ (VHP) leaders announ¬ 
ced (heir resolve to "take over the Cyan- 
vapi Maajid adjacent to (he Kashi Vish* 
wanath Temple". The scene was rexni- 
nisceni of Ayodhya of (he mid- 
r^ighlies. the lime when (he sangh pari- 
var began iu campaign for whai it called 
(he "liberation of (he Ram Janmabhoo 
mi temple’'. 

Inlereslingly, the Bharuiya Janata 
Pany. which had opted to stay in the 
background (hen. did the same this time 
es wdl. Barring BJP MP Uma Bharti 
and Shirish Ch^n Dikshil, the party 
MP from Varanasi, no other leader wa^ 
visible. But then, Bharti tracer her politi¬ 
cal roots to 1 he banned VHP and Di kshit 
happens to he its national vice-president. 

Even though (he turnout of (he sangh 
parivar acdvisis was far below (he 
expected mark and the day passed off 
peacefully, the VHP claimed (hat il had 
made an "impressive beginning". 

*T1te Kashi movement has now 
begun and we have no doubt (hat we will 
achieve our goal of reclaiming the sice of 
(he ancient temple which was razed by 
Mu^al emperor Aurangreb to ereci the 

mosque in its place,** said the VHP Joint 
genial secretary Acharya Giriraj KisbCh 
rt artd Uma Bhr^ to the press soon after 
offering prayers «the crowded Vishwa* 
naCh Temple. 

The Acharya argued that the present 
temple was a shiinc built by Ahalyabai 
Holknr. the Maharani of Indore, in 1779, 
long ate (he fall of (he Mugh^ empire 
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The sangh parivar’S attempt to play up 
the temple-mosque controversy at 
Kashi fails to evoke much response 


anii Aurangz^b'^ ikath "The originaJ 
sanctum sanciofMm of Uw lempk lies 
where ibe rTHw<|ue stands lixlay.” added 
Uiru Bhoni.aiid said, "ihat’s our target.'' 

a .!spilc hving an CKtrvnwIy pi>pu1ar 
Teslival. Maha Shivrairi was a low 
key cclehratiuA in V;iruiusi ihi'^ year, 
though ihou.NarKl.s of devotees made 
their way to the temple, walking along 
narrow, winding and now heavily* 
harriciided lanes. 

Hie crowd stirred only after »un>c pnv 
minent VHP leacicfN reached the site and 
ihc chanting of "Har HarMtiiMJfv' rent 
the uir. The aimosphcrc appeared in gel 
charged every lime bunds of VHP, Baj* 
rang l>al. Durga V;diini or Shiv Sena 
vnlunieits arrived. And as ihcsc groups 
went past the remainsuf the original tern* 
pie proirtHling front the mosque's rear 
wall, the enes became louder. 

The slogans were pro¬ 
vocative. ^ V/s^MT/rtorA 
Hum (uyf Hoift. .uittfuiip 
nuva /e aayf Hain <Vish* 
wunath. we have come 
with a new resolve), and 
“AyikihyiJ hui htu/tah 
hci. ah Kashi ki haun hat 
I AyiMlhya is <xjrs. now is 
the turn ot Kashi)." cried 
Bhojti. Kishort and their 
feri lowers. 

Yet, amazingly. 
namaaz wxs offered 
peacefully at the heavily- 
guanled mosque forming 
part of the complex. Ibis 
was possible bixausc of 
the nbU handling of the 
situation by district 
magistrate Net Kan (fir- 
merly the DM of Faiza- A StCtlM 0 





Pallcfwi «t the tinple eofiplti: 
dgWngtla mil gi 
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y, riiM , '' ■ J ' 


merly the DM of Faiza- A gfCtlM Of the CfaMipi HstM: riHltel If I HUdS 

bad. who had the Ayo* 

dhya experience to fall back on) and the cemen. including about 2.500 paraiDiii- too cam 
oUdiiiuiriil diRxlu-genexul of police. Sci ujy pcnomel. were deployed. S.M. security 
Ram Arun. Yasin. an oflicial of the mosque mana* minisica 

AneMimated 1.25 lakb devotees o^e- ging committee, stood at the mosque's na) com 
red prayers at the temple and 5.000 pofi* main gate, directing the flow of Musi im help em 


devotees coming to olTcr namuaz under 
police escuri. Me ensured that crowds 
didn't gather at the sptn. 

Vtr real irouMe. however, was expec¬ 
ted ai the mosque's rear, where the 
extant walls ul the uiwicnl icmple were 
drawing hordes of Hindu dcvoiecii keen 
to offer prayers at the engraving of 
Shrinnur-duuri. a symbol of Goddess 
Porvati. Bui a virtual human wall crea* 
led by commjind<Ts tif the Ropid Action 
hirce and jawuns of the I'KPF and Pro- 
vitkial Armed C'unsiubulary kept the 
place ma i>nly out of reach but also out 
of sight ofibcpilghrnx. 

Sa'unty was especially hevred vp in 
the wuke of VHP Mipremo Ashok 
Singhal's arrival m Ihe city. He not only 
camixMl in Varanasi for two days, but 
even werrt to six Ihc temple's innermost 
pans situated in a bu.seinunt under the 
mosque's ptatliirm. It was after be 
unnounicd the banned 
Hindu organisation's 
plan Ui openly call for the 
’‘liherolioft oi the Kaahi 
Vishwonolb Temple” 
that both the stale and Ok 
C enire swung inlo action. 

Singhal. however, 
monuged to slip out of 
Varanasi, and his departu¬ 
re wa.s followed by the 
arrival of RSS chid Prof. 
Ra)endra Singh, popa- 
lariy known as Rajju 
Bhaiyya. who 1oo)t char¬ 
ge of the sanjih parivar's 
activities. 

Rut by then, slate poli¬ 
ce chief V.S. Molbur and 
home setreury Harish 
Chandra Gupta had 
tmplt? moved in. Chief minister 
Mulayam Singh Y^v 
too came down to personally assess (he 
oecurity n»caMucs. and Unism home 
minister S B. Chavan rushed 20 addituv 
nal companies of panmilitary fna'e.s lo 
help en&ure law utd order 
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WILL KASHI GO THE AYODHYA WAY? 






If it’s swayed Europeans, enticed bidlans arid 
inspired Maruti to build a new plant, you 
wonder what driving pleasure couM do to you. 

Zen. The Adult Experience. 


If you haven’I seen loo much of 
the Zen on Indian roads, blame it on 
the Germans, the Outch, the Greeks 
and (he Belgians. For the Alto, (as (he 
Zen is known abroad) has been 


burning autobahns and freeways 
acrtxss Europe, over (he past year. 

Quietly outperforming established 
foreign’ cars. Stealing ihc heart of 
everyone who’s goi behind its wheel. 




uraging usi 


Zen. A car 


U) build a 


whose pcr- 


whole new 


factory for it. 


Kwry ins/nimmi iHls <t story ■ of can raftidiy rccedinf^ tn rrar^tew mirron 
The rrgnnomiratiy dtstgnrd. mouided dashboard of thv Ten 


forma nee is 


matched only 


The new Zen factory is a by ihe sheer driving picasur c 

siate-of-ihe-jri ruciliiy that compares it offers. 


favourably 


with car- 


manufactu- 


We could 


continue 


to wax 






- 




ring plants eloquent, but 


Ofi# Utn.’ of purv, uruiduUrmird 
pleaxurf- ibe powerful, all- 
aluminium engine that 's been 
drtiHnfi the turt/peans wUd 


acrOsHs the like all things 


The assemhiy line of the factory 
that tbe Zen buiU. 


world. But adult, the Zen is best experienced. 


the best part about this factory is 
that you will not have to wait 




lEN 
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iH'.ikiiii^ Si sii rii iliiirl* rii< I imiIi.iI imi s Vi .nKllM.ini \t»ih h.iiIm iikkIi .ni ll^v* * 'inm.ls i*immK « «Kirr'iilli'<l 

fin I IkI . 111*1 li.ii* li oju r.n iKii. **lii« si* i i| u nulsh i 1*1* ri»<>*«l4l( il mn mki s ik<Mm*:Ii cI^ss |m«I* * si* r 
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NEWSWATCH 



ASHOK SIN6HAL 


] A fter whai happened in Ayc»dhyi. ihc ^ 
w%Cttnn and the «tue ^venuneni ^HL j k 

were douMy cautious. "We could not v Q 

have taken any chances, therefore. foo4* t- 

proof security arrangemenlv had to be 

made.” said Net Ram. "Bui we wanted T; fi 

to do it without vau.sing any kind of pro- 
vocation or inconvenience to anyone. 

And that's why wc didn't change the 
usual route of the devotees." he added. 

In fact, the parikvr was hoping 
that the authorities would place 
obstacles. Hui the adminiMraiion sm^ 
redclea/ofthc trap. "Wclu>ew the VHP 
leaders were deliberately making so 

much ruMsc ki give (he impression that EfftTMCt Of thP MM^IIt: bMP 
ihe government was out to prevent genui 
ne Hindu devotees from 
pouring Ganga water ort 
(he ^^hiva Linga and offc* 
ring prayers at the (em> 
pie. So. wc decided to Jet 
everything go i n the routi • 
nc n>unrwr as was done Lh^H 
on every Maha- 
Shivfjiri." explained a 
sen lOf oflki j I in the chief 
minister’s secretariat, 

[tt 1990. Mulayam 
Singh had ordered the 
police ul Ayt^hya to fire 
on kar .truuA.v who stor¬ 
med the Hahri MasjiJ. 

This estranged the Hin¬ 
dus and helped the BJP 
come to power in UP, 

Malay am Singh was 
not going to make I hat 
inislukc again. He told 
his ofneers iHii (o r^kc 
any provocative step. .So. 

AshiA Singhal was 
allowed to go scot*free. 

"His arresl would have 
made him a hero." a 
senior olTicial remarked. 

Likewise, no preventive 
arrests of VHP aclivisis 
were nwie. 

But. for two weeks, ten* 
sion had gripped this 
ancient ci^. as paramili¬ 
tary foi^ staged a Hag- 
march with the anny stan¬ 
ding by. In retrospect, many believe the 
heighiencd tunsiem was 9 S much a con¬ 
sequence of statements issued by the 
VHP leaders as the government's 
’'ovcrreaciion*. 

A large number of city residents even 
stayed away from Jdrrfutn during ihc 
first half of the da^ Bui (hey turned out 


leaden said (heir main objective had 
been achieved. "CXu aim was to lake a 
firm resolve for the liberation of the 
Kashi Visbwanalh Temple and. to that 
exUM, we have achieved our goal." said 
UmaBhani. "This mosque has to go one 
day.’ 

She admiOed that Kashi was not on 
the BJP's agenda, "because i( has not yd 
been taken up by the BJP execudvc". 
"But il has been on my agenda ever since 
1 firwisiied Kashi in 1991. and no mat¬ 
ter how big the sacrifice. I will fight for 
the cause of this lemple. Even u blind 
man can touch and understand how a 
temple had been usurped by a mosque.” 
she added. 

However, contrary to 
her usual fiery style, 
Bharii sounded sober and 
looked forward U> "an 
amiciibic lidtlcmcnt''. 
"Muslims made a giK)d 
beginning in Huhli this 
time when they hoisted 
the national tricolour at 
the IJgah Muidan as we 
had been demanding 
since last year. Ixt them 
show the same gesture in 
Varanasi and let (hem 
hand over ihe place to 
Hindus U) puve the wuy 
for new harmony in the 

coomry,’' 

As fcK Ginruj Kishoiu. 
he .said he had plans io 
build up (he movemcrn'.s 
tempo hy organising a 
rcl i g i(*us yafru from Ran>- 
(ek in Mahorashem in 
October. Ramtck. accor¬ 
ding (o legend, wa.s the 
place where Rani had hal¬ 
ted on his way to l^ka. 
On this journey, VHP 
activists would cany 
sai>d from the Osmga. 
Yamuna and Saryu rivers 
through three lakh 
villages. 

ITus surely sounds like 
a replay of the Ayodhya 
movemeoi in which 's/uia' (bricks) 
were brought to (he B^iri Masjid-Ram 
Janmabhoomi site not only from several 
pans of (be counuy bw from abroad as 
well. 

So. will Kashi go the A yodhya way 7 • 


"The origiiial 
sanctum 
sanctonun of the 
tonple Iks wfaere 
the mosque stands 
today, lliat’s our 
tai^This 
mosque has to go 
one day" 


The VHP leader 
camped in the dty 
for tvo days. It 
was hk call fw the 
liberation the 
Kadii Vishwanath 
Tem|^ that pul 
the state on red 
alert 


in large cuimbers in the evening when 
they realised that all was well. All mar¬ 
kets. however, remained clotnl 


A s the fe?arvai ended, both sides clai- 
^%med sudxu. While the administra¬ 
tion patted it^lf on the back for ensuring 
peace in the midxi of tension, sangh pari- 
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Gambling 



the field 


The BCCI should investigate the activities of some of our cricketers 


irs high time I.S. 
Bindra, the presi- 
dent of the Board 
of Control for 
Cricket in India 
(Been, set up a 
committee to 

invesugate the 

behavioural id acti¬ 
vities of some of 
our cricketers. This has become necessa¬ 
ry aAer the dismal performance of the 
Indian cricket team in 
New Zealand, where 
some of our players see¬ 
med more interested in 
making money than 
upholding the honour of 
the country. 

What's more, one 
office-bearer of the BCXl 
has made the serious alle¬ 
gation that four crickeient 
of the team were deeply 
involved in the betting 
racket and that they ensu¬ 
red the defeat of India to 
make a few extra bucks. 

The board official has 
also said that these 
players are in constant 
(ouch with businessmen 
and Sana dons based in 
India. (Pakistan and 
Dubai. Ai a time when some leading 
Pakistani cricketers have been charged 
with bribing rival players and umpires, 
the allegation by the Indian cricket offici¬ 
al needs to he investigated. 

So far. Indian cricketers have always 
behaved in a dignified manner right 
from Vijay Hazare. Lnla Amamath, 
Nawab Pa^audi. Ajii Wudekar and Sunil 
Gavaskar to (he Ka(nl Dev era. Even 
now. captain Mohammad Azhuruddin is 

considered to hr a ntan nf very high 
inlegniy. But unfortunaiely, he ha.s mn 
been able to impose discipline un certain 
members of his team, who openly abuse 
him in the dressing rooms and do wha¬ 
tever they fed like. 

Venkai Rao, the BGCI vice-presidunt 
and the team's udminis'ruiive manager 


during the New Zealand tour, has made 
(he allegation that fow players were 
involved in the bening racket and this 
was the reason why India lost the New 
Zealand Centenary tournament. Bindra 
should imroediaiely institute a thorough 
enquiry into these aHegaiionx and must 
expose these players who are compromi¬ 
sing the prestige of the nation. 

It is well known that few months 
back, when India lost lo West Indies in 
Kanpur in aotK-day match, Mancb Pmb- 




One office-bearer of the 
BCCI has made the serious 
allegation that four 
cricketers of the present 
Indian squad are imolved in 
the betting racket and that 
they ensured the defeat of 
India in New Zealand to 
make a few extra bucks 


hakar and Nayan Mongia were dropped 
after similar aJIegoiionv were made 
against ihem. They later apologised, 1 d<i 
not know whether these two aiv inclu¬ 


ded in Rao's list, but the guilty must be 
brought to (be book. 

Unfoitunaiely, our team today is hea¬ 
vily dependent on just one player 
Sachin Tendulkar. If he does well, then 
India wins. But if he docs not, then the 
Indian team crumbles under pressure, in 
match after match, we expeci Sachin (o 
perform miracles. 

Why is this so? What accounts for the 
repealed failures of the likes of Vjnod 
Kambli, Ajay lade- 
ja, Navjot Singh Sidhu 
and Venkatesh Prasad. 
Kambli and iadeja's one- 
point programme is to 
have fiin on the Held. You 
can find them in disco- 
Jieques and night clubs 
not only in Bombay and 
Delhi, but wherever (hey 

According to the mlei. 
players are supposed to 
go to bed by 10 pm if a 
match is scheduled the 
next morning But rruuiy 
Indian cricketers can be 
seen in night clubs or Just 
chatting with (he beauti¬ 
ful girls in five-sttf hotels 
till late in the night. How 
can we expect outstan¬ 
ding peifcHTTunce from these people the 
next morning? 

It's lime Bindra and Madhavrao Scin- 
dia did something to impose discipline 
among the Indian cricketers. After all. 
the Wortd Cup is coming up and India 
happens to be one of the hosts. There are 
effons by the western lobby to get the 
venue changed. Benazir Bhutto's 
government in Pakistan is not loo keen 
on the World Ciqi as it haieb Imran 
Khan, who stilt contn^s cricket in that 
country. But both Bindra and Scindia 
are determined iu make a success ou* of 
the liKimamcnt. 

And millions of fans across the sub- 
continem would want India lo lilt the 
WfifldCup. • 
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Narasimha Rao's team assessed 


T Ki& is ihe third report card that 
S UNO A Y has done on the perfor¬ 
mance of the NaraAimha Rao 
government. The last was in 
September ]993« und vkC 
waited for the reshuffle that everybody 
said was coming before going forward 
with (he next one. 

But the reshuffle took so long to hap¬ 
pen chat it is only now that we can pre* 
sent our report card. Because so many 
people have dropped out of the govern* 
menl and so many minisihes have been 
vacant. we*ve broken with our usual for* 
mat and decided to look at the ministries 
(hemseives rather than at individual 
ministers. 

Thus, you won't get an assessment of 
Aijun Singh's tenure or Madhavrao 
Scindia's prospects. Whai y«iu will get 
is a look at the human resources develop* 
ment ministry and both Singh wd Sem- 
dia will be mentioned in that avsessinem. 

No exercise of this kind can ever 
claim to be completely comprehensive. 
Some ministries arc dealt with at greater 
length than others And some have been 
dropped (labour and water resmirces. tor 
instance) for lack of space. But there i.s 
only one really notable omis.sion and 
that is the defence ministry. The honest 
answer to why this should he so is that 
the ministry has been headles.s for so 
long (hat It is hard (o assess its 
performance. 

As for the rest, wc make no claims to 


objectivity. Like all journalists, we pre¬ 
fer honest people to croo/ks and iech> 
nocrats to sleaicballs. But that’s where 
our prejudices end. 


THE PRIME MINISTER 



i vK 

a 


account 


W hen he took over os the leader of 
the Congress Partiamentary Parly 
(CPP). it locked as if everything was 
against him. He was heading a minonty 
government. India was on the brink ^ 
financial collapse, the BJP sensed it was 
close to coming to power and wanted to 
madi it quick, and Narasimha Rao faced 
a truculent Congress party outside 
Parliament, Both India and its Prime 
Minister had to pull themselves up by 
their bootstraps. 

But with just a year to go before he 
faces Ihe electorate for a verdict on his 
prime mioistership. Rao hasn't 
acquMied himself badly. 

A lot of change has taken place in the 
country. It cannot he denied that Rao has 





been under pressure both inside 
Parliament and outside to resist these 
changes. It ha.s to be said to his credit 
that he's protected initiative and has 
beaten back the no-changers. 

It is not as if he hasn’t compromised. 
But he's resisted compromising on the 
essence of the projects he's un^naken 
— whether it is to appropriate the 
Hindutva of BJP and L.K. Advani; or it 
is to demonstrate that high technology is 
not always dysfunctional in a 
devek)|^g society, by being personally 
compuier-1 iterate. 

Take Rao's handling of (he scam. He 
couldn't escape being p^sonally 
touched by it the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBl) enquiry into 
Goldstar and (he Rs l*crore payoff 
scandal. But he rejected the Joint 
Parliamentary Commiitce’x (JPC) 
indictment of his finance minister, 
reinforced his government’s 
commiunent to economic reforms, and 
acted a$ a ^ock absorber. He's taken a 
lot of Hak for mistakes rriude by his 









w 





ciHlc«guev 

If his (Tilk> ux ih;it Indjti hasn'i 
a'formcd fu^l eiKiu^h or Khat 
adminiviraiivc refomB huven'i kept 
poce with (he ininsformaii^m in ilW 
rnarkelpiuw. the criticism i> quite v«jid. 
But the fuct is: Rau is only as good as the 
colleagues in hi^ team. If a BaJmm 
iakhar cannot put together an 
agricuUure policy in four years of the 
government's five year term, if the 
telecumniunicalion.s minister is unaMe 
to set jp a telecom aulhr>rity to draft a 
pol icy. Rao can hard! y be blamed for tlv 
nompcrformance of his government He 
might have made the original mistake of 
making them in misters iRihcfir>( place 
— but every Prime Minister U» iLtic has 
had to balance p^'iliiical and 
admm istruti ve Lompulsiofls. 

His problem is that thix is not 
explanation enough. A Prime Minister 
has to be H manager AM if his team h 
hJdled with incompetant enuks. then 
he cannot entirely esci^ the Uame. 





(f j 


Anreksset 


T he iran^formaiion of India is Msi 
illiKirated in the manner Manmohan 
Singh has managed to change himself. 
From a bureaucrat who siu^tomly 
resiNted the first round of liberalisation 
(hat Ra|iv Gandhi attenipced in 1985*^7. 
Singh has become a i^tikal animal, 
with 8 talent for throwing aside ideologi¬ 
cal baggage. 

He's shown that he's indispensable; 
and he's proved that he can hoU his own 
with even such conspicuous upholders 
of the national coracieiKc as T.N. 


Prfane Minister 
Karaslfflhe Am ud 
his team bm bean 
ufldsr great 
pressare both 
within Parliament 
and ontside, but it 
goes ta the 
regime's credit 
that H has beaten 
back the 

M-changers. It Is 
not that the PM 
hasn’t 

compremlsed on 
certain Issees. But 




compromised on 
principies 


Seshan. The chief election cimmissio- 
ncr has tried to bile into Singh, hul lias 
found that he's lost his teeth in the battle. 
Seshan has realised that public opinion 
will turn against him if he attacks Mun* 
mohtfi Singh. 

Manmohan Singh's budget in 1991 
had to shore up a tottering economy, 
force hard decisions like a devaluation 
of the rupee and free the economy of the 
licences and quotas. The fenillser subsi¬ 
dy which he urged should be given up 
was reintroduced through a dual-pricing 
policy and made nonsense of the inten¬ 
tion of the goverrunenl: lo retreat fnxii 
the economy and let the market take 
over. T7« stock scam showed the vulne¬ 
rability of banks and ibe public sector— 
his critics were quick to poini oui that 
(he finance ministry was so preoccupied 
with giving up control that it had no 
contrt^ even over its subsidiaries. 

Take the government'^ respon.se to 
the recent increase in inflaiion. Ai ilie 
end of last year, inflation went up fnwn 


29 





8.27 per cent U) **A\ per cent despUe a 
comfonahie food s((ick> pusition of .^1 
million lonnes. and a budget surplus <»f 
Rs 8.786 cTure in the firsi hall itf the 
fi^al year. 

S^wm of jargon, this meant (hai living 
was becoming more expensive despite 
plenty. In the finaiwc ministry, this was 
explained as an uherrution hecuisc of 
mtmey supply — iherc was loo much 
rmney in circulation because of the sud¬ 
den inflow of foreign capital and bank 
lendings lo the corporate sector. This 
money was not luellmg growth. 

In other words, reforms had helped 
chose who already had money. Expelled 
Congress leader Arjun Singh seized 
upon this fact and combined to it figures 
of the National Sample Survey (NSSi 
fi»r those below the poverty line — in 
1W. 41.72 per cent of the rural pupu 
lace was below the poverty line; in 1989. 
this figure wax only 3X67 per cent. 
Refomjc had increued poverty, he said. 
In an election speech, the PM loocxprcs* 
sed concern at these figures. 

Bui no response was vouchsafed by 
ihe finance minister. 

When Singh embarked upon rhe refor* 
ms programme, he was branded as being 
anti'poor. He hasn't been able to beco¬ 
me politician enough to live down ifui 
label. Worse, his own agenda renains 
unfinished. 

Take bis promise to reduce govern' 
men! expenditure. In Ihe first flush of 
enthusiasm, the offices of the Director 
General Trade Development (DCTD) 
were abolished. Bui everything come to 
asiandstill after that. 

The government is yet to implemeni 
fully the Raja ChelUoh Committee 
Report on excise, impon dunes and larif- 
'fs. The lndo*Bntish Partnership Iniiia* 
tive. a scnu-govemmcnt enterprise com- 
milled to increasing trade ties between 
the two countries listed several impedi- 
menis to foreign'investmeni — a 65 per 
cent rate of import duties (which the 
governmeni'appoinied ChelMah Com* 
mitiee believes ^luld be brought down 
to 55 per cent}; higher tax rates in Iridia 
compared lo other Asian countries; 
restrictive labour laws; and infrasimctu* 
re—or the lack of it. 

There is no minister more ideniified 
with the P.V. Narasimha Rao era than 
Manmohan Singh. He is considered 
incorruptible, committed, sincere. 
These ore his biggest assets. Ironically, 
ibese could also become his greatest 
liabilities. 


HOME AFFAIRS 


Account in 
the red 

W hen home minister S B. Chavan 
tordi over in 1991. he announced 
that the CIA had been responsible for 
Rajiv avsassination. As the 

American Embassy .splutiend with rage, 
he continued iki in emburrasiung course 
of faitix pat with very linlc to show for 
his minisicrship. 

Bulactually. if efficiency is not a crite* 
rkm. S. B. Chavun is a good sold icr of the 
Congress pony and a reaMmably good 
leader of his team. He is honesi. 

Chavan rules over a huge ministry — 
the paramilitary manpower strength 
alone at 'lis iVMiunand being one l^h 
Bonkf Seciuity Vonx (BSP) and one 
lakh Central Reserve Polkv Horee 
(CRPF) personnel. He controls 


hudgeii'il sums of erorcs ol rupees with 
three iiunisiers ui his heck and call. 1‘hui 
RtjcOi Pilot lirnciions independently is 
aj>i>ihcr matter. 

Given all this, isn't it rather surprising 
tfuii the fk«iiie mini.stry was unable to 
foresee the outrage in Ay^xJhya IC'havan 
had said that Ayodhyu was a law and 
order problem which wa.s a subject on 
the stale li.sif? Had ihc homo ministry 
been more vigilant, ihc PM's currcni 
Mr' iinirc. Arjun Singh, wikiUI never 
have had grounds (u launch his move* 
meni against Rao. 

Chjvan's critics point out that after 
the assassination of Indira Gandhi, the 
culprits were found, arrested charged, 
convicted, and hanged in just over two 
years lime. Nearly five years after Rajiv 
Gandhi's assassination, the government 
is not yet sure whether the Mossad killed 
Gandhi or the Uberation Tigers ol 
Tamil Helam (LTTE) tv neither or both. 

Officers play a major role in Gui' 
van's I ife. cspeci al ly now that the ri ft bet¬ 
ween him and Rajesh Pilot is out in the 
open. There is considerable sympathy 
for him in the home ministry, which 
stands vertically divided between Cha* 
van and Pilot. Burewerau in ^avan^ 
camp distrust Pilot because of his 
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weakness for off-ihe-culT polky siatc- 
menis — like announcing increases in 
the strength of the army in Kashmir 
without first clearing it with the ministry. 

Chavan is useful in Marathwada. 
Maharashua His greatest asset is his 
closeness to P.V. Narasimha Rao who 
puts up with all his lapses pabently. Bui 
for the government, he snms to he a 
great Habildy. Certainly not a man to 
make or nuv the Congress* fortunes in 
the forthcoming elections. 


LAW 



No asset value 


H r. Bhuradwaj is now a shadow of 
his ri>nncr self. In 1^2 a conferen* 
ce of Chief Justices decklcO that irarksfer 
of judges would be done uficr "due 
weighiageufthcChief Justice'. In I9M, 
a Supreme Ci>urt Judgement upheld ihc 
decision that the courts would transfer 
Judges themselves. Fiver .since then. 
H.R BharadwaJ has been out on a limb. 
This is H major career setback for him. 
There was a time whe he would hnnt 
that every high court in the country had a 
Judge who had worked with him as a 
Junior. Bui since IW4 he's became law 
minister in the P.V. Narasimha Rao 
government, this industry has been 
wound up. 

BharadwaJ began life as a Junior of P, 
Shiv Shankar, law minister in the Indira 
Oandhi government. Later, he became 
law minister in the Rajiv Gandhi 
government 

After Narasimha Roo came to power, 
he was first taken on as minister for plan¬ 
ning and programme implementation. 
Pot BharadwaJ Uus was a puni.'dunent. 
He relumed to the law ministry i n Ran* s 
second re^uffle as a minister of slate 
with independent charge. 

Why someone was not appointed 
over BharadwaJ’s head, we idiall never 
know. But it's stfe to say that he'sacom* 
pleie failure as a law minister. Three 
important Bills have been thrown out. 
The 1995 Bill to outlaw communal 
panics cc^lapaed and had to he with¬ 




drawn because il was not drafted pr^. 
perty and wuuU have infringed upon (he 
fundamental nghi lo religion thad (hat 
become an Act. Ihe Rashtriya .Swayam- 
sevak Sangh would havv been able to 
operaii’ freely while (he Muslim l.eague 
would rwi have been able lo regisier 
il scl f asii pnliiical pwiy). 

Then came ihc elecioral ref«>nns Bill, 
which pilled ibe legislature against (he 
judiciary Then, a badly drafted Bill 
sought to take on T.N. .Scihan by equa¬ 
ting him w ith the other elecrUio commis- 
.sioners appointed by the government. 
.Seshan went lo court claiming that the I 


COMMUNICAnONS 






The Bill Hut Bharadwaj’s law ministry 
drafted to clip T.N. Seshan's wing was 
so hastily done Mat H did not stand 
scratiny In court 


appointment of the other commisvionns 
was maJa fide 

That wasn't ill. The Supreme Court 
then snubbed the govcmmcni for asking 
il to dnermine whether a lemple or a 
mosque Mood at the di.spuied site in 
Ayo^yu. 


/4rcoiffif shows 
signs of 
pUferage 


I ndia has eight icFephones for every 
1.000 peopli. The world ratio is ICO 
per J.OOO people. The 
world is seeing j gigantic 
growth in the telecommii- 
nications setior ^ Bill 
Clinum is talking about 
informal i ivt superhi gh- 
ways across America, In 
India, (here's q wriiting 
lisi of ^ million 
telephones. 

This is the state of a 
very basic service. The 
value additiims to tele¬ 
phones urc in a bigger 
mess. The cellular pho¬ 
nes projeci has Just been 
cleared and another 
round of court uises arc 
on the hnhrxHi u.s tenders 
arc sought by ihe 
ministry for the four 
meirus. Radio paging has 
come aboul despite Ihe 
efforts of the iclccom 
minisier, Sukh Ram. And 
E-Mail tariffs are so high 
as to be pneed out of the 
reach td private sector 
operators. 

There is no telecom 
authority to channelise 
the invc:>tmem that has 
^ been made in the telecom 

Hiflistoy sector. Laws governing 

lnn telecommunications are 

Iliy WW obsolete. Tht sector is 

StSnd highly unionised and 

efforts to corporatise it 
have met with tremen¬ 
dous resistance. 

The sector is beset with probicmb 
How has (he minister done ? 

Sukh Ram succeeded in hounding otii 
Dcpsiiifncm of Te1ecoinmuiiic;ii ions 
itccretary N, VmoJ bccauscihe laiier was 
a fast reformer, while Sukh Ham wanted 
reforms at his own speed and pace. 
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Rao *s top Cabinet colleagues 


mmmmnnUmt^ 

MWownof Aio'sministef$ It must 
iiy wimtMng tbout rv populirity om 
wlim iMryoM mt bftyino for blood on 
m# oc«m iUM tiwe was consonsus that 
Slngb, out of whoM tnirntfry tht scam 
oroia. shotrtOtNsparod. 


■ U. OmvwTAOA and tiM bomb 
blait In Snnabaron Day have 
eaopod a tamt^i of fumbluto and 
Tho^ ralabvaly daai indftarcaiy loyal. 
Cbavan hH pm^ to ba t mMitoni 
araund Rao's neck. 


■ MidMvni< i itwdlK Though 
poWieaify unamMious. Scmdii la 
taMatfaptf chodmhc. Htt raMucion 
into ft*o*s CiWnet waaa forapona 
condutlon otpacially after Aowi Stnob^i 
aaf. 



■ V»a Mite Whatever hn 
MCCHS at a political Mda, as fUo'8 
partmntvy aflVrs mmtttei ShuUa his 
•cquIRad hln^ very ooorty. Evan in the 
area of wabr raeourcea. there hat been 
more od poured on the Cauwy than 
{jooiHQ watar—ending in antsoonism 
from both Xamitika and Tamil Nadu. 


■ €lMltBNtel Ante The minister 
lor cMI Mhon haa already quaftfied for 
NRi statue but Na travail aUoad have 
done Nffie to enhance Ms stature tdtar he 
got iotoi flQht with Russi Mody 


■ FnnteMiMtelM: His asset is 
diat you can ask him to do anything new 
vid hs wll be ready In hro daW fdne. 
Than why Rao relies on him. Butexlernai 
eflm? At South Blodi. they're not sure 
thstthiswesigoodidM 


■ CXJteNrtmntfrHis irtiosi 

notortety In Cm A08 locomotlws affair 
hM MN basn forgotwi. Bd On Muslim 
ftclor kelps him goino awn ihou^ thi 

raflwiyaarelnimaaa. 


I There was also a small matter of (he 
besix on which lenders were awarded, 
ecpecally to Himachal Pradesh-based 

$ukh Ram repmcnis the worst the 
potihciaA and (he bureaucracy ^ he 
wauls control, licences, quotas and per* 
miL> which he can dole out; and he wants 
a share in whaicver he doles out. Little 
wonder that all reform^ in the telecom 
sector are bojtjted down by cuntruveny 
and liugaiiun. 

Sukh Ram reprcNems Himachal 
Pradesh in the povemmeM. He is not a 
minister who has distinguished himself 
by his cfTwiency. His poliiicaJ utility is 
minimal. Why is he still in the 

government'^ 






AGRICULTURE 





An nlfctroalc tnlnphuM Biphwgn: 
Kuluks benefit tbn mohittei thtt nmr cimt 
from assets 


i f agriculiure caprwic art picking up it 
is desniic Balram Jakhar. nut b^ause 


■is despite Balram Jakhar, nut because 
of him. Liberalisation hasn't made a 
dent on the agriculture ministry Nor 
have the cfTiirts of the finance mimsiry 
in mtegruimg with the global economy. 

Agriculture requires a new mindset, 
but lakhar is sirlJ a man stuck in the 
Green Revolution era. He cannot look 
beyond w anting pcotcciion fur fertiliser 
subsidy and seeking higher procurement 
prices for fanners. 

The cunsultalive commiltee attached 
to the agriculture ministry has recom¬ 
mended a free market for agncultural 
c'ommodities. the phasing out of ccHn- 
puImry purchases for the puNic distribu¬ 
tion system an<t removal of all export 
controls. 

The World Bank has recommended 
to India u step by step fibenlisalion of 
the agricultural sector. It has recommen¬ 
ded removaJ of all controls'^ in exports 
as weli as imports. It has also asked the 
mimsuy u> consider amending (he land 
ceiling Laws to encourage large hrddingv 
by corporate houses. 

Bui laKhar i» saying nothing. There is 
no policy, m fact, commerce minister 
Pranah Mukherjee has more ideas on 
ogrHtjItund mowth m JiberaMsed India 


thunldkhar. An average of 17 per cent of 
the louJ exports of India are accounted 
forby agnculiurc. 

Jakhar is a member of whni has beco¬ 
me the iiKwi imponont committee in the 
Congress — ihe Discifriinojy Action 
Comnmice He is busy fighting hack 
cffucts of fellow kj.ran.s like Kajesh Pilot 
to poach into his territory. As a J at i n the 
Congress. Jakhar is a Unique Selling 
Proposition. But he's hoplcssly out of 
tone with reality. 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 



RifiUiZ/i^oufo^ 

credit 


F or quite some lime, this ministry was 
run bv bureaucrats till Pranab Muk* 


rrun by bureaucrats till Pranab Muk* 
het^ was appointed the external affairs 
minista. Dinesh Singh was too ill for 
much of his tenure to give political dlrec- 
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many. Rm, he will have lo deal whh a 
highly-poUHcised mini ary. Take, for 
insunce. the Tm th« S.S, Ray. the Indi- 
Wftshingtoa is senior 


H ai ambassador in Washingtoa is senior 

to Mukhei^ in politics. When Ray was 
jpprawed lo (he posi. be (old (he Prime 
Mimaerthat ifhe wasn’i fiven aCabi- 
act status, he would have to go to Dallas 

^tpon 10 receive any minister visiiini 
the US. (During bis (enure. Abid Husain 
found (0 his disiruy (hat he was required 
to ^Icome even d^ty ministerej 
Ray (old the Prtme Minister that at his 
•Se. it would not be possible to cany oui 
^ of Ais nature. The age factor has 
always been a ctinchmg argument with 
And Ray was promised a Cabinet 

rank. 

Now. S.S. Ray will have PranabMuk- 

herje* as boss. What*5 more. Ray has 
Jlways dictated policy decisions taken 
by South Block from Washington. This 
was fine as long as he was dealing with 
the foreign secretary. Now, however, he 
will have to face the foreign mini star. 
Improving relations with the United 

™ - —j States will be Mukhenee's fir« orioritv 

mnisiry. H.s pitdeceswr. fur ihu »il| hd^S,. right iSisttn' 
Solanki, was content to let This, of course, Mukhenee can leave to 
run the ministry, much to his bureaucrats. He will he berier 
as the minister had little employed selling India's ecorkxn>c 
'g of intcnTahonal reforms abroad. 


Not VfPs but important 
anyway 


a MM NM PHot, mily (hemoat 
Mgh prohli of tee junior taim, hai 
cloiHled up hb lew by hohurtg ri^ 
than eoopenUng mt hit chief. 

■ MMi MnuK The man moei 
uNkily lo suecaed has comtetantly 

ffsyetf out of controvervy—even tottlM 

up tee odd popuHft uiccm like hli 
ttn-poim programme to cledn up tee Tel. 

Of course, hb mnistiy.iHie rutwmjM 
mere than hs share of locentwss to kseo 
tee critics it bay. ^ 




cPiar vteat tnb min does. Is suppMid lo 
be helping Nirasimhe Bio with poUtlcal 
mngemeni. Considering whet i meK 
Raobin. Chiturvedi cannot escaoe 
responeibWy. 

• KmmI NflllR hath has Injected lust 
the fight amount of cauttofl In the 
enymmen ministry ^putong down 
ufsguardi on indu^ without getting 
hysteric^ on minor issues. 


A f^rnbfe mcs.*:. TIk railways arc 
^badJy strapped for cash — 
unrealistic targets sloppily implemented 
have caused a huge hede in the budget. 
Take p«s.5en|er and freight trank tar¬ 
gets: the railways have fallen badly 
short. Of the lota] plan outlay of R* 
6,500 cfoie. Rs 900 crorc was to be rai¬ 
sed from the gcnerul public via the Indi¬ 
an Railways Hnaocc Corporation. This 
l»ocess has started only a few months 
ago. 

"Hte fact is that railways is not like 
other public sector uoderukings 
(PSUs). Second class travel i# subsidi¬ 
sed This commitment cannot be eiven 


■ 9m0m: faiiiy thp mosi 

and diligsnt of workers m 
nao I d-iiam, Singma s elevation to 
Cabln« itstus was unlyersuty-welwmed 


S.S. Ruri bit luRlor In polttfcs H 
his boss 
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up. *nu5 meacks ooe avenue for raising 
revenue is closed for dte railways. Some 
years ago. the ctiaimun of the Kamaia* 
ka State Planning Board. S. Nanjuodap> 
pa. had suggested some means of raising 
revenues. He wanted cash to be raised 
by increasing long distance passenger 
a^ freight rates. It was also suggested 
that the Centra should treat railways dif* 
ferenUy from other PSUs. 

But none of these suggestions have 
been pt^ued aggressively enough by 
(be minister. Instead, purchases by the 
government have nm into (rouble. The 
ABB deal in which (he railways minister 
was accused of favouring the Hnn in pur¬ 
chase of locomotives is now old hat. 

C.K. Jaffer Sharief 6rtds it difficult to 
be aggressive about his minisuy 
because of hit ocher preoccupations. 
The story goes that whn Jaffer Sharief 
found his house in Bangalore was on a 
road close to a level crossing which was 
frequently shut he solved his problem 
quite easily. He just got (he railways to 
iMild an overbndge from his house to 
the other side of the railway line so that 
his family would not be inconvenienced. 

Jaffer Shariefi political fortunes are 
dipping and (he minister has a reputation 
for corruption which is certain to affect 
his own image in (he long run. 


PETROLEUM 



The cash flow 
continues 


T \iC Gulf War showed how vulner^e 
India was (o petroleum shonages. A 
foreign policy (lade'OfT had to be made 
because of oil shortage. Every indica¬ 
tion showed that the shortages would get 
worse — in (he eighth Five-Year Plan. 
India was to produce 180 million tonnes 
of crude oil. This figure has been revised 
downwards lo 149 million tonnes, 

P.V. Narasimha Rao's first minister 
for petroleum was B. Shankaranand. An 
inept minisier with inexperienced secre- 
lanes, he did nothing — so that beyond 
ihe firs; post-liberalisation staiemeni 
announcing private sector partkipatirm 
in oil exploration little was done in this 
sector. Tivn petroleum secretary T.N,R, 



Rao came on .(he scene. .Minister Saiish 
Sharma followed on his heels. 

In (he first phase of his rninistership 
Sharma showed promise. A contract for 
gas was signed with the Covemmeni of 
Oman which had been negotiated for 
years before hi m. But that project has fal¬ 
len on bard times because the partners 
are discovering how expensive it is to 
lay pipelines under the sea. 

Thm were also administrative pro¬ 
blems: the petroleum ministry was not 
geared to cope with the massive private 
sector clamour for joint exploration for 
oil. The ministry found there were 
enough panners for joint explorations 
— iKkt not enough manpower in the 
ministry to deal with the paperworit ari¬ 
sing out of (he submission of bids. 

An election year is a further setback 
for the consolidation nf the petroleum 
ministry. Shanxia understands the need 
for efficiency but is preoccupied with rai¬ 
sing funds for the party. 

The petroleum sector involves sums 
amounting to Rs 17,000 crora. Oil is 
India's single-largesi commodity of 
import. Imports are big business. India's 
self-reliance in petroleum is less than 60 
per cent. This means 40 per cent of oil 
needs are still imported. 

Traditionally, (he petroleum miniHier 
is we 11-placed either way — he sane- 
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Thera vtttn 
praMamsintlM 
pmnr secten dm, 
the prohibitive 
cats of power 
prelects; and, two, 
theMreilabllitirof 
the state 
electricity beards 
hi paying far the 
power they use 


Ev 0 y report on (he 
power sector points out 
two probkms in (he 
power sector — one. the 
prohibitive cosis of 
powver projecu: and (wo. 
(he umvIiabiJity of the 
iUie elccirkiiy bonrds in 
pay ing for the power they 
lue. 

Added (n du$ is (he 
additional burden on 
account of the subsidy to 
power for agnculiure. 
and the losses ihe i ndustn • 
al sector has to bear 
because It is not aMured 
of cuMinoous power 
supply. 


lions imports worth hundreds of crorrs 
of rupees; and his ministry processes 
hids uiul licences lor oil expliiraiion 
worth lakhs of rupees 
Saiish Shaniia is no e xcepctun. 


POWER 


Only promises, 
no assets 


W hen N K.P. Salve took over as 
in ini srer for power in March 199^. 
be SCI for himself a (arge* of promts of 
10000 MW by (be cisd of 1994. But by 
(be mkUle of 1994. only two projects 
were commiried -— G.V.K. Reddy's 
235 MW project in Andhra Pradesh and 
Enron’s 2U13 MW gas*powcred power 
plant in Dabhol. Mabara^rj. !< was had 
enough that his esiiinates fell frossly 
short of largei. Worse, the bnron plant 
has run into so much opposition that 
every rumour of a Cabinet reshuffle has 
Salve ;naiiX 2 y. 

liMQAVia raiiwwiiM 




Salve hasn't been able 
to cope wiih this. Insicad 
he gm hymenal about 
cntKtsm on (he (emu on 
which foreign capital has 
been flowed to come to 
India — (he counter giia* 
rantees which indca has 
had to pfrtMde Without 
auurance thai they will 
mums fonngn contpanies 


don’t warn to iitvey. And the govern* 
RKflt doesn't widH (o give asvoraiKcv. 

So Salve despite his bem effons is a 
hdptess spectator in his ministry 


ENVIRONMENT 


f 


The account is 
in balance 


i f Maneka G»ndhi an(j«iibdustiy. 

Keitul Nalh U conspicuously pro* 
industry. While he's put lodia on ihe 
world map of eoviromnenud protection, 
taking an aggressive and vc^ line in 
world conferences, in India, he's given 
away barren and waste land to ii^ustry 
iiutead of trying to find ways to alToresi 
it. 

Nath has been able to get India the 
chairmanship of Ihe Montreal Protocol. 
India was also the chairman ot the Com* 
mission on Susiainabk Developmem U 
could gel ns proposal on ozone depk- 


RAO’S POLITICAL AIDES 


The second division 


h Front being the only 
geniral saerrary to beghen promliteoca 
It Rw's Red Fon rally. Pams poaHion 
hw alippad somewhat Bui though Patel 
has bean echoing Arjun S ingh repeatadiy 
he ratlins a certain amount of individual 
lovtfty—complete raisebon by Rao la 
impdStiM lorftratigic raaaona. Petal is 
popuhrm lha party and hat a iival of 
credibtKy which Rao < well aware of. 


hARao 

confidant. Nt Ofimdora aiy he s the ona 
who’s creitad Via eonfuuon In the 
CongrMB iboul support to MuUyim 
Sini^ Yadav —at broker bitwaen nao 
and Thviri. (hey sty. ha hasn't bean totally 
honisL Dwivwcontihuas to be a Rao 

r iMfint and toramoit. He was Ihe one 
wn tahed to tackle the probiertts ot 
the Young Turks m the party Will fight 
(he Lok Sibha election from Varaniii. 

■ R*V. RmMV* NbMu: Left the 
buraiucricy to rom politics and was 
promoted by P.V. hirasimha Rio to 
neuiraHsa P. S hiv Shankar. another Kapu 
rsiidu comastod from former industry 
minister Jaiagam Vengaia Rio $ 
consUtuency. Khammim, in AnOhi 
Pradesh. Win be usahd to Rao m getting 
the Kaoui back to theCongrste. bui onb If 
Nifducan rourn his own laai 

i RaiMli Mot Would be an asset to 
Rh K ha could tfeciOs which aUe he's on. 
Currently, wants to head the Young Turks 
group in the Congrsss which wants the 
revwai of the parly and tfscusslcn cn the 
kseuei raiBod by Arjun Smgh. But does 
that mean PHot is with Arrun Singh? His 
fronds say ha s (or himsott. 

i tuolsll KuRwr fhindo: Shlnda 
was made party general secretary m 
charge of the north- east, Bihar and 
Madhya Pradesh He was later elected to 
the Ralya Sabha He shot into grominence 
when ro went to oversee (he aledion of 
Bo leader of the Congress Legislature 
Parly (CLPj in Uadh^ Pradesh and 
refused to let Atfurr Singh address the 
MlAs before the eiectior on the grounds 
that no MPs could mnuancethe MLAs’ 
choice. Aoun Sngh and his nominee 
Subhash Yattv walked out of that 
moatng alleging injustice to bRckwaro 
classes, and Di^ifaySmgh was elected 
CM. But Shinde couldn'i manage the 
Sikkim aff»r so weN - the Limboo 
rrvnenlfall despne support from tiir 


goverrvnt 

uongrast. 
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THE NEW BOYS 


Rao *s recurring defwsits 

m mwrnmfno Scmdla: Rao has 

kivasted wisery. Gains by appoiming 
ScMia will muitrpty • he will neutrahs* 
Ar)u<i &ngh, can bsa factor in neutjslising 
^rM Pawar whs n that Maratha mik«8 1 
bid for the top slot and win give the 
goveniinenl an image of being youMi 
and Innovative. A good, sound investment. 

B R. ChldamlMMMtt Much has 
already been done m the commerce 
mlnistiv in his last tenure. But 
Chidambaram can be useful in other ways 
—his legal and business acumen can be 
used to bring about much needed 
changes in these two sectors. Can be ueed 
for both short term and long term game. 



■ Utod hR VElitfi S oliM; Was not a 

successes minister for eiternai aftairs. 
But with his experience and soft-voiced 
approach, could emerge as a good crisit 
manager in the party. This Is what he will 
have to do as party general secretary. 



■ BuUi RMBK Puniab me nave 
AsaemUy elections a few months after the 
Lok 5abha elections. Every hand will need 
to be calM out to the deck Buta Singh’s 
elevation Is a short-term gam—if he 
contests from Punjab, the Oongrese wHf 
lose as many seats because of him is K 
vrili gain because of his position. 


lion approved. Bui huge tracts of forest 
land in Maharashtra have been given 
over to the envirMimentatly-unsound 
Saidar Sarovar Pro^i. He denoii- 
fled KvcnJ sanctiiahes including the 
Narayan Samvar and the Melarghai 
sanctuary. Nath has done nothing on the 
multi-crote Ganga Action Plar) 

His utility springs from the fact that 
he') become a force to reckon with in the 
post'Ajjun Siogh sceoario in the 
Madhya Pradesh Congress. Has an agen¬ 
da in his ministry, even if it is not totally 
pro-environment. 


IMMERCE 





Beginning to 
lookup 


up and away, impotis 
have been rationalised, and India 
doesn't have to worry about exiemai 
relations. The commerce ministry’s 
agenda now b to find markets for Indian 
ii^usiry and be supportive in terms of 
rules, regulations and the bureaucracy, 
in his last tenure as commerce 
I minister. P. Chidambaram gave a clea¬ 
ring house definition to the commerce 
ministry. His successor. Pranab Mukhcr- 
jee. had a lot on his platter—along w iih 
the deputy chairmanship of the Planning 
CommisMon he had to fulfill his politi¬ 
cal lesponsibihties. Therefore. Mukher- 
jee turned to the buitaucrais. and the 
bureaucratic hold on the ministry began 
strengthening itself again. The tedious 
process of making the ministry transpa¬ 
rent has begun again. 


PARUAMENTARY AFFAIRS 


W 


A bleeding bole 
intheoccouni 


r r>e joke in Central Hall is (hat the 
most effective member of the 



loadlig ata port: aiports art 
loaklagip 

OppoMion is V.C. ShuMa. He has mes- 
s^ up so many things (hat Congress 
MPs despair. The most ce lebraied instan¬ 
ce is still the fiasco over the special ses¬ 
sion (o lake care of T. N. Seshan. 

But though people don't realise this, 
he has done Narasimha Rao the most 
damage by antagonising Sonia Gandhi 
It was his idea to summon Opposition 
leaders to his chamber and to get the 
CBI's additicmal-dirccior. R.K. Sharma. 
to brief them. The resulting uproar over 
Bofors and the role of O. Ouanrochi led 
Sonia Gandhi to believe that the govern¬ 
ment was trying to blackmail her. 

The Bofon charge has now been 
taken away ^om Shulda and given to 
Margaret Alva. hi$ minister of state. 
And the Prime Minister is counting 
more and more on another minister of 
state. Matang Singh. 






coven STMY 



HUMAN RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT 



Needs new 
investment 


N obody disputes that Aijm Singb 
can be a competent adniinisiiaiur. 
Bui equally, it is as clear (hat he had liide 
ioterest in (be human resources devek^ 
ment mirtistiy and was much happier 
playini potidcs. Frequently, he would¬ 
n’t (0 into work a^ he packed the 
ministry with chamchas who had to be 
given sinecures. 


His one actuevement is the literacy 
campaign but that has still u> show rcsuf- 
la. Everything else hu$i been a fiasco 
including the controversial support to 
the Sahmai eabihiiion in Aytvihya. On 
the plus side, there an goud people in 
the mintttry. Mukul Wasnik. minister 
for sport, talks too much but is efTicjcni. 
And Sclja. te deputy minister is bright 
iindaniculaie. 

Madhavrao Scindia will warn to 
make several changes bui it doesn’t look 
as though he will have the time. First of 
all. he will have to rid the ministiy of all 
the poliiicised chamt hAt that Singh has 
packed it with And then, by the time he 
is ready to take on the education system, 
which is desperately in need of an 
overhaul, the govemmenrs icrm wdl be 
over. 


STEEL 



A fixed usset 


B ecause Santoah Mohan Dev helps 
out with fund-raining iit election 
times, he has a slightly dodgy reputa¬ 
tion. But des|Mte this, he has prov^ to 
he a competent minister 
SAIL is perfonning better than ever 
before and Dev has a good equation 
with M.P.P. Nayar. iu chairman. Steel 
prices have been ioaea.scd. leading U> 
beoer pn^itabi 1 1 ly and with talk of imer- 
nabond investment in this sector, steel 
could well be looking up 


TEXTILES 



A quiet 
perfomance 


becau^ he wants to projeci him as ano¬ 
ther Jagjivan Rum. 

Venkaiaswamy has u reputation for 
integrity and some cflkicnty. There has 
been some controversy over hi s dec ision 
U) refuse lo dose 125 sick mills run by 
the Naiimal Textile Corporation 
(NTCI Venkttaswamy wanted to moder • 
ntse (he units but the finance ministry 
refused to come up with the Rs 2.500 
crorv required Venkaiaswamy’/; solution 
is Ui sell off the surplus prime land 
owned hy NTC to raise the funds. To 
avoid controversy, he wMI sclI it to finon- 
dal institutions. 


ENT 



A feeble asset 


T Ik kindest thing that oik can say 
ahoui Sheila Kaul is thai she listens 
to her of Ilcerv. Some may say that thi s i s 
ii good thing. Others might allege (hat 
she viinply does as she is told. 

The credit side is that the disposal of 
files is quick. She divides work wiUt 
P.K. Thungon, her minister of state, 
who is allowed to allocate houses up to 
Type Hour. She does the re si herself. 

She is not super-efficient, is 
frequently forgetful but is generally inof¬ 
fensive so nobody has any strong objec¬ 
tions about her 


WELFARE 




A surprising 
asset 


A n friend of Narwimha fUo’s. G. It’s funnv how V.P. Singh has changed 

Venkjuswamy IS a senior minister Ithe rules of Indian pohticv When 
who was also in Indiri Gandhi's team. Rajiv Gandhi wav alive, Sitaram Kori 
Rao has pronKUd him to Cabinet rank was regarded as a liability, a ihrowback 


MMeAv tm 
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to another era. Bui in the post-Mandal 
period. Kesh his become a gjca asset to 
any Congress government. 

It \& because of him ihai Narasimha 
Rao tuLs not had to worry about prc'^re 
from pro-reservaiioniMv and such gim* 
miclcs as the Ambedhar centenary have 
pleased the Karijans, 

Over the last year. Kesri has not done 
anything unusual because he has been 
preoccupied with problems of his own. 
He went otT to Ihe US fur heart surgery 
and is still to kci fully back into gear. 

hMHawto ScMIt: m ii a iMny 


suffer his incfri ^ if not dishonest—ste^ 
wardship of thi s key ministry. 

It is ii^icauve of his ^>proach that the 
first thing he did was to take charge of all 
imports. Since then, he has done nothing 
that has not benefiied his own hank 
account. The ministry had agreed to 
slash the prices of popular drugs. The 
secretary and the miniMcr of state Noth 
approved a proposal to extend price 
comrol to more drug.v. The nanufactu* 
rers got to Yadav amJ sure enough, the 
scheme was dr opp e d. 








CHEMICALS AND 
FERTILISERS 



When he is not enriching himscit. he 
fights with Sitaram Kesri and iagannaih 
MiAhn. 


INFORMATTON AND 
BROADCASTING 


Huge 

eiBt}ezzJements 

indicated 


I t says something about this govern* 
ment that P. Chidanibariio is a 
minister of stale while Ram Lakhan 
Yadav is a Cabinet minister. 

And what did Yadav do to earn this 
Job? He defected the no-confidence 
motion and saved Narasimha Rao. For 
this favour, the people of India have to 



A mUitary asset 


T he trouble with K.P. Singh Deo is 
that then? are so many outstanding 
dvU servants in his ministry. Con¬ 
sequently. he never gets the c^i for 
any of iu achievements. Nor does it help 


that his militaristic manner (he is an offi¬ 
cer in the lerniorial army > puts off many 
journalists. 

Nevertheless, there con be no denying 
lhat the fdtB ministry has performed 
exceptionally well. It has beaten off the 
challenge from the (vivate TV channels 
and if the Cabinet does reprove DD 3 
within the next fortnight, as expected, 
then lhat channel will be on the air by the 
summer. 

Doordarxhan is now planning an 
external service and has bought lime on 
Zee TV's transponder on Asia SAT 
until its own satellites are in place. All 
things considered, the ministry has func- 
lioned better than anyone had s right to 
expect. 


TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION 



A complex asset 


G hulam Nabi Axad ha^ been lucky. 

Hotels are full and airlines seals are 
hard to come by. Foreigners are strea¬ 
ming into the country. But the truth is 
that thU had nothing to do with Ghulam 
Nabi. 

His intention was to attract tourists to 
India. That still remains a bit of a dream. 
But it is Manmohan Singh who has 
aiiracied the businessmen and that 
accounts for the full aero;tlanes and 
hatch. 

Nevertheless, Ghulam Nabi has done 
his best even though Madhavran Scindia 
is a hard act to follow. Fortunately for 
him. he has had the advantage of inheri¬ 
ting the fruits of Scindia's open skie.s 
policy. The Indian domestic passenger 
is now happier dian ever he five. 

The one dark cloud on the horizon is 
Ghulam Nabi's clash with Russi Mody 
Both men are to blame. Russi for brag¬ 
ging about being the Prime Minister's 
appointment. And Ghulam for enginee- ' 
ring parliarrKniary controversies and 
dmng his best to embarrass Russi. It's \ 
time they grew up and shook hands. • 
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CONVERSATION 


"Even if they offer me the 


top job in DelhU 

ieave Kerala" 


't 


K. Karimakaran says that he won't step down, come what may 


For i/tt first timt in many, many 
years, K. Karunakaran is m u real light 
,tpot. The Congress dissidents and Ihe 
ntiing UDF partners have untied to 
demand his removai and the Congress 
high command doesn t reaiiy hufw how 
to deai with Ihe situation. But the Kerala 
chief minister seems confident ofa ou^ 
rity in the Congres,t LegtsUtiure Party 
(CLP) He spoke to SimOAf recently at 
his residence in Trivandrum on the 
ticai crisis in the stale. 

Ktcerpis frrtm the 
interview: 

SuNnAVt Why art the 
Cofigrese dlssWents 
and UDF parlaers 
demanding yov r oualer? 

K. Karunaharan: Ii » 
wrong to ^ay (hai 1 am 
being ousted I continue 
ui enjoy majoniy support 
In the CLP. As for the 
UDF. (he Muslim League 
end the Kerala Congress 
factions have no righi lo 
demand my removal as ii 
is the Congre«<L which 
calls (he shots in the rul' 
ing coalition. 

Q: But the rebeb dahn 
that they have been 
assured by the PM that you will 
be replaced oefore the budget is 
presented. 

A: Already. V .N, Gadgi I lias tssued a s(a> 
temeni saying (hat Ihe PM has not given 
any promise about any change in leader' 
ship in Kerala. I won't quit on my own ai 
any cost. 

Q: Hicre are rumours that you may 
be shifted lo Delhi and given a CabL 
net post.. 

At Many years back, indiraji called roe 
to Delhi when the Con gross was in the 


exposition in the state and on'ered me 
the home misiuer's job. But I udd her 
I'm happy in Kerala And today, even if 
they offer me the (Op job (pn me minister' 
shipK 1 won't kave Kerala. 

Q: Bui pressure h mountfeg tor your 
removal.. 

A: If 1 am pushed ouu (he credibility of 
the Congw^l) will suffer. It will have 
far^roachini poliikal consequences all 


mentallsl leader, Abduf Namer Mada- 
nal, in order lo cut the Muslim League 
lostaa.. 

A: He is definitely a threat to the Mu^lim 
League, but let me make it very clear 
(hat (he Congress will not have any truck 
with him. 

Q; Do you think lhal there will be a. 
r ea b g nmenl of forces In Ihe LDP? 

A: I'm sure (here will be some changes 



over lodia for (he Congress. 

Q: What went wrong with your relO' 
tioBshlp wtch the Muslin League? 

A: This is oot the same Muslim League I 
had brougfg into the UDF fdd many 
years back. At that tune, the party was 
(otaJly secular. But today. I receive a lot 
of compUims about its leaders being 
very coounsatal. Hw party lacks a maiu* 

releadenhip. 

Qi There «t Strong rumours that you 
have been trylBf to prop up tbe hinda« 


"Ifl am pushed out, 
tbeendibililyofthe 
Congrt8B([)wiD 
suffer. It will have 
far-mching political 
consequences all over 
lodia fm-the 
Congress'’ 


in the UDF shortly. 

Qr If A.K. Antony becomes the CM, 
win be succeed to stcerisg the LDP to 
victory to the next AasemMy electioas? 
A: One thing is clear: nob^y can run 
die UDK as ettccQvciy as myseit. 

Q; What about your future plans? 

A: This will be my last term ah the CM. I 
will not corucst the nest A»emMy 
elections. » 








RAJDEEPSARDESAI 



^ Ovr own deii Nick 

Leesons > are 
accustomed to 
revelling in whai 
they perceive to be 
the decade of the 
dollar. With credit 
cards on their 
minds and Nue 
chip investments 
in (heir hearts, these squash*playing, 
apolitical corporate cruisers are disdain* 
ful of the goings-on in Real India. 
Hvcepi ai election lime, of course. If 
Manmoh&nomics is to be derailed by the 
votes of the Great Unwashed out there, 
what will be the fate of the pink*iie wea* 
nng employee of Mersll LyiKh*? So. for 
once, the children of libenlisaiion are 
worried that Narasimha Rao may he on 
the brink. "Gee man, if the old man goes, 
we're sunk." says a vice-president of an 
inve.siment bank (it is amazing how 
almost every young banker appears to 
bear the ^peilation "Vp”). then, 
downing his third Blue Lagoon of the 
evening, and lamenting the demise of 
the GDR market, he sighs. “I think ii 
may be time to go hack to the Big Apple." 


I t ia this pragmatic attitu¬ 
de that has characteri¬ 
sed the Gujarati diaspora 
through (he years. Not for 
him (he ideHoficaJ dog¬ 
matism of (he Bengali 
which even now prevema 
that Slate from realising 
iis pottniial. He may not 


While I sympaihise with my friend's 
plight. I have a suggestion to make to all 
fnghiened Malabar Hill movers and sha¬ 
kers who are always ready to vote with 
their feet and eaplore the Green Card 
ration. A trip to Gujarat may help allay 
their a^rehennions, Gujarat is. of cour¬ 
se, one of the sutes which has just gone 
to (he polls. It is also one of (hose states 
where the Congress is most likely to 
lose. It is also the show-piece of (he neo- 
liberal economic agenda, having the 
distinction of the highest population of 
shareholders in the country and ranking 
second in foreign inveaiment to Maha¬ 
rashtra. Conventional yuppie wisdom 
would suggest that a chMge of guard in 
Gujarat would mean a further blow (o 
i n vesior confidence. 


Yet, (he irony is that the Gujarati busi¬ 
ness community seems blissfully uncon¬ 
cerned that their .stale is going saffron. 
While covering (he election campaign 
recently, I recall one meeting with a 
group of traders in Ahmedabad. Over 
hot c^M of chat and /arson, they sought 
to explain the (jujarati view of politics. 
‘Look, whether dM Congress or t>w BJP 
comes to power in Gandhinagar, dhan- 
do lo cHaho rahast (business will conti¬ 
nue)." And so, while giving bO paise to 


THE ERA OF THE 


GUJARATI 


BJP or Congress, in Gujarat it’s business as usual 


(he BJP candidaie who 
comes knocking, the 
.scihias are careful to give 
40 paise (o bis Congress 
opponent. 


The Gujarati 
believes in 
adjustment, not 
confrontation: 
everything is 
measured in terms 
of quick 
cost-benefit 
analysis. It he 
votes for the 8JP, 
it is because he 
feels that it would 
be more financially 
profitable to vote 
for the party 


have the sophistication of 
the hhadrafokoTtkie intel¬ 
lectual arrogance of the 
Qiitpavan Brahmin 
Over (he years, the temi 
‘GujjuMiai" has come to 
symbolise an oily chap 
who eats "snakes' (raihei 
snacks), who is Mam* 
monmad and wbo will 
rarely join the govern- 
mem. and ceruinly never 
the army. 

Bui (he Gujarati 
appears lo be remarkably 
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Gujaraii cnirepreneuriAl spirri lud 
itvidved adi>umj vlf-reliiMT in busj- 
ncvi. Aod in the en when: HM pr«Jua- 
les (ii(l not have to uK^uJe hulls and 
hems in thnr cuinculum. Gujarjii 
schot^kids wen: already jwurc ol the 
oilseed privc lisimg^s intlv inarkci. Mom 
significaMl). the Gujaraii h%J diseuve- 
rtd the glotel maJicts lung hefore ihc 
rest of the ctwniry did. Afiernll. Oujara* 
li otea'hjMMs were esuhlishing their own 
tmde rules wtlhoui needing a GATT fur 
support. And when musi Indians were 
wary of cimNing Kiiln Pani. the fjujarati 
wv tapkiring the potential of setting up 
moteh in Miuamhk|iv 
And while emerging as pwnccfi m 
Indian business, the Oujaraii commv* 
nity has also dispelled 
one of the great mytlu 
about the new eumomk 
policies: that hy allowing 
our shores to he swamped 
hy wcMCRi goods wc 
will be cucnpromisini 
our national sovereignty, 

Intclhxiuals from hiKh 
the Leh and the Right, 
have iuisied ihai with 
every nniitmarional that 
parks Itself on Indian sent 
we are becoming hostage 
to an alien cuhure. dtf 
we are throwing up a 
generation of M*'aulay * s 
heirs who are Indians 
only in colour, but Man* 
hauan kids in every <»iher 
respect. 


nighis of Njvmtri atv classic cxantples 
of ci^mmujiiianan ivitertainmeoi; even 
ihi* emergence of dj.ii r> tfontliu cannot 
lake away fmrn the iradiiionaJism sur* 
rounding ihc uccasiofi. Women in 
, Ahnv'dahad may zoom round the c i i y on 
ihcir mopeds. but iheii flying 
mufigri/.s utru.i reveal lhai ihey aa' unwil* 
ling to compromise on their traditional 
^yinSils. While modem business may 
base Itself tm aggressive individualism, 
in Gujarat, the corporate eihic is sUII 
fashto^ hyihc 'joint family'. If any of 
their felKiw men are in trouble, you can 
hci your Iasi bowl of Jahi k/uihi that the 
Gujarati community will rally around. 

It is this unique comhinaiion of cultu¬ 
ral nntedness and husineu advemuh&in 



In a sense, the 
Gujarati is the 
original 

liberaliser. Much 
before the good Dr 
Manmohan Singh 
(left) spoke of 
privatisation, the 
Gujarati 
entrepreneurial 
spirit had revolved 
around 
self-reliance 


unconcerned about ihe less than 
fluttering stereotype. For he believes m 
adju!>imem. not confronutkui; eve* 
ryihing is measured in terms uf quick 
cosi-heoent analysis, whether it be the 
Surdar Sarovar project or the prKe of 
groundnuis, If ilw &JP wins Gujarat, a 
will not be hecau’^ of any sudden resur¬ 
gence of religious assertiveness, Gan¬ 
dhi’s legatees arc Mill uncomfonuble 
with ihe ^st of God.se. If they then 



vote for Ihc RIP. h is because they feel 
that it would be more financially profita¬ 
ble to vote for them. In the last few 
years, the Congress has been associated 
with comiptiofi and galloping inriatton. 
And there U nothing which harts the 
Gujarau more than the price of his thali 

climbtog up. 

In a sense then, the Gujartti is the ori* 
ginaJ libendiser. Long before Narasim* 
ha Rao sptAe of depoliiicising (he 
country's economic agenda, Oujarti 
had already made politics secondary to 
economics. And much before the good 
Dr Singh spoke of privausabon. the 


B ut nut the Gujarati, lhavebeen visi* 
ling Ahmedk«d regularly over a 
number of year^. Suit, the vkylioe hav 
changed dramatically. The palatial 
bungalows c( the lexiik tycoons have 
made way for skyscrapers. The loadside 
icc-creamw al lah has sold out to the ever- 
mushrooming pi w parlours (no onions 
please. Jain piz/a) And MHclIite dishes 
abound everywhere (the penetratkn of 
CTAR TV is the higher in Gujarat). 

And yet. the Cujmi has not abondh* 

ned hi> roots or his snwe of social conser¬ 
vatism. He still prefers hrs gha/iu to Kel* 
loggs cornflakes for breakfast. He 
would much rather watch Hum Apke 
Hairt iCoM... for the umpteenth time 
instead of western soap operas. Reli* 
gious festivals Mill remain occasions lor 
community congregaiioAs The nine 


thai will make the Cujaraii success more 
durable than the ephemeral joys of being 
upwardly mobile in a foreign bank. The 
mctropoliian yt^ic, sharp-suited and 
smouth-tonpied though he is, is acreatu- 
rc doomed to fade frran the scene once 
cmpkiyabiliiy ends and futures are no 
longer an i^on. B ut not so. the Gujj ub- 
hai. Three centuries of commerce in the 
West, yedia of exposure to ‘alien influen¬ 
ces*' have toughened the western Imhan 
stale's Icamula for enduring dhan^^ 
Governments may come and go> idetdo* 
gics may rise and falL but the Gujarati's 
quintessentially homegrown business 
will continue to grow, irrespective nf the 
fate of the reform^ process or the pro¬ 
gress of wesiemisalion in India. • 


4 nWi Mfw Oahi raWMSA 
ewi«««MMr ■« ev AwntU aw l>M9^ 







At poachers’ mercy 


A recent survey shows that the Simlipal elephant is at risk 


T he SirriJipuJ elephants arc a har¬ 
rowed ioi with their huge backs to 
the wall. Known among wildlife 
enperts as the world's only place 
without tu&klesa bulls, the park is a naiu* 
fal hunting ground for poachers stalking 
the animal for its big, shapely tusks. A 
recent headcount, no woc^r, shows a 
sharp tall in the park’s elephant 
population. 
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The census which ^ 
uud direct sighting for ^ 
its data base, covered (he 
entire 'home range* of 
(he animal comprising 
3,258 sq.km of forests 
including 2,750 sq.km of 
the Simlipal Tiger 
Reserve. 273 sq.km of V 
the Kuldiha Sanctuary. 

224 sq.km of the Nalo ^ 
and Satkosia reserve 
forests under the Karan* , 
jia terniorial forest diVj- ^ ' 

sion and II sq.km of the > 
Oofumahisani forests, 

Once connected to the Simlipal Nabo- 
nal Paik with natural corridors, the 
Kuldiha. Nato and Corumahisani reser* 
ve forests now have intervening patches 
of human habitation denying the grand 
animal seasonal passage from one fee¬ 
ding ground to another. 

Wliile Uie 1989 ixiisus pul Qic Jium- 
ber of elephants at 507. the August 1994 
headcount put the figure ut 432. The 
paric look just five years to lose the 75 
animals White 32 of these were tuskers, 
45 were female. The census analysis bla¬ 
med it on poaching and biotic mterferen- 
ce, with park authorities urging special 


mea.sunef> to save the pachyderm, inclu- 20 August, was the first such effort with 
ding the formation ol a special anti- NCO (non-government, organisaiion) 
poaching squad armed with guru like paniclpaiion. It pressed into service 1S2 
those guarding (he forests in Kamata* units, each with three members and 
ka, Assam and Andhra Pmlesh. headed either by a forester, a forest 

The 1994 census indicated ihai the guard or a range officer . The count inclu- 
rtearby Kuldiha sanctuary had 31 ele- ded herd identification on the basis of 
phan'is, while Nalo and S^osia rcsefve lusk-iype, body-build, tail features and 
forests had 25 with Gorum^isani and such aterraiions as cuts in the ears. 
oOter areas accounting for a meagre 

and unviable population The types, incidentally have inic* 
of three elephants. resting names in eapert parlance. A 

The census, the founh shon-iail elephant, for instance, is culled 
I at Simliptl. artd stretched '‘Sherdum ". while one wnh a long tail is 
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over five davs from IK to I culled 
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Kimmmi n the Qiriy piM* 
without tmMeu buhs, 
the park Is • netaml 
hunti^eroiiJMifer 
p o e c hera ttsBifan the 
aebMlforltabig, 

tIUMitf (util* 


culled Jadu-dum' or 

"Broomiair. Tusks with 
unequal length and 
a>ymetrical curves are 
^ called Tar' and "Beiuf. 

while animals with a 
i. single lusk are known as 
"E^aniia 's or” Cranesh”. 
The census units spotted 
two such animals in the 
' Upper Burukamia area 

l and sighted some with 

unusually long and 
locked tusks. The bulls in 
Simlipal normally have 
uniformly curved and 
highly symcirical tusks. 

Organised by the divi¬ 
sional forest officer, 
Karanjia, and co- 
ordmuted by l>r L.A.K. 
Singh, research ofllcer, 
Simlipal Tiger Reserve, 
the census engaged 
546 (rained enumcraiors. The Karan- 
Jia fore« divu;ion sponsored seven indi¬ 
viduals while (he Bahpoda forest divi¬ 
sion sponsored 12 to represent village 
forest protection committees. Among 
others who took pan. were a local NGO, 
an advocate of the Crisisu High Court 
and three students from (he KaranJiaCol- 
iegc- 

One hopes the ma.ssive exercise 
will not end up as one more book for the 
the armchair wildlife expert, but produ¬ 
ce concrete action and save the magnifi¬ 
cent beast in iu own habitat. • 
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Fashion 

PASSION 


When Rifu 
Beri dcviiieO 
(o hold 'Sanskriif', her 
latest fashion show» in the 
Lodhi Gardens, shedidn’t 
realise that she should end 
up getting a lusicof the 
New Oelhi Municipal 
Corporal ion \ (N DMC) 
own hruiid ofcullua*. 

Soon after the 
Archaeological Survey ol* 
ln<liagranicd her 
permission lohold the 
show, NOMC cried 
unfair. Rcavni; there was 
possihiliiyofthc 
monuments being 
damaged. 

Kroin the majestic 
tuckdropofthc (xHjhi 
Gardens to a farmhouse 


• « 

■T^\ 



RM» B«rl *• : gM4 itev' 

was i|uiie a comedown. 

But Hcn\ spirited show 
more than made up for the 
shift in venue. 

The aud ience cheered 
as she unfolded her latest 
collectitin. The thente of 
her new line—ancient. 


Look 


WHO’S TALKING 


Why does 
Sir Richard 
H&dtec have losouml so 
derisive about the 
pcrfoniiance oi the hulian 
team? Does the fact that 


Kapil Dev has long 
surpassed the one-time 
Test howimg 
record-holder's feat have 
anything lo do with it? 

Perhaps not. 


•K Boy HndlM: that twt 
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medieval. British and 
contemporary India, seen 
through the eyes of a 
designer—wa.<;ahil. 

Only, it would have 
helped if the pretty 
designer had herself token 
ioiIk ramp instead of 
those slouching imidcls. 


But Hadlee's sweeping 
comments—that India 
cannol win alm>ad. ftv 
one—has upset A/har 
and his hoys. A^haruddin 
regretted that "a man of 
Hadlee's calihre* ctiulJ 
Sloop so low. 

Hadlee's comment 
came in the wake of 
India's second 
consecutive loss in the 
first two matches i>f the 
(|uadrangular KHirnamcnt 
organised to celebrate 
New Zealand's cricket 
centenary. A/haoiddin. 
however, argued that, "it 
(a lean patch) happens 
oiic«ina while". 

After aJ I, he poi nicd 
oul. even New Zealand 
has won praclieidly 
nothing on foreign 
grounds. "At least we've 
won the I World Cup 
and the 1^)K4 Benson and 
Hedges Worid Cup? 

Over to Sir Richard. 


Grand 

OLD MAN 


What does it 
feel like to 
turn a century old? 
Moraijj Desai. the grand 
old man of Indian politics, 
might have the answer 
next year. 

But, then again, he 
might not. For according 
to the Roman calendar, he 
is only 25 years young. 
(His hinhday comes only 
once in tour years. Desai 
having been horn on 29 
February. 1896.) 

Desai. who holds the 
distinction of being the 
first non-Congress PM 
and also the only person 



tfaugMuR but 


iMgbvttyT 


to have been given the 
highest civilian awards of 
bcHh India and 
neighbouring Pakistan, is 
today unmoved hy affairs 
of the world. 

Bui. what is the secret 
of his longevity? Could it 
be his diet? 

He has exercised strict 
control over what he has 
eaten for the last 50 years 
and survives (and well, at 
thal)onara 1 her 
extraordinary diet of 
Inrits. milk, honey and 
nuts, among other things. 
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IXITWILL 
FIX IT 

After 
kcqiing.'i 
whole generation of men 
waiting In line, Mwlhuri 
Dixii is now queuing up 
for awards herself. 

AihI. soon after she 
worn he 

Screen'Panasonic lillc for 
Best Actress (for ttum 
Aapkefiain Kour\,.J), 
Madhuri has done U 
again. I^vcn, before she 
could say Ek. do. teen, the 
actress picked up the 
i *i imi are Award ft »r the 

MaAvftDIxmtockat ttwtOP 


same disiinction for her 
performance in (he .same 
film. 

As a matter of inienest. 
il was none other than 
T.N, Seshan, who 
presented her with the 
award ai the star^studderl 
function. 

The phenomenal 

hox*<i^>ce success of 
Sooraj Bufjatya's film, 
coupled with the critical 
acclaim it has ats<i 
received, has nudged ihe 
St u n ni ng act ress l^k 
where she belongs: ai Ihe 
top. And. set her fans 
heads, should we say. 
dhak’dhuk ing. aga in. 

I 

•TV* 4 
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A MEETING 
OF TWO 
MINDS 

Veieran 
wntci Nlrad 
Chaudhuri was ai ftrM 
rchictani to mcctTaslima 
Na.sreen. But, when the 
meeting finally look place 
inOxford. whOTtbe 
authoress'in'hfding went 
to del i ver the Amnesi y 
(ectuTc. the two 
diK-overed that they had 
more in common than 
(heir origins In 
Mymensingh (in present 
Bangladesh), and that 
both had (heir writings 
banned in thu country at 
M>me time or another. 

Taslima asked 
Gtaudhuri why he had 
referred (0 her country as 


the 'so-called 
Bangladesh" in an article 
in Oesh magazine (which 
led to his honning) .some 
ycar^ago 'Because, 
while the the people of 
West Bengal have always 
recognised the presence 
of Bangladesh, the people 
of Bangladesh think 
(heirx is the only true 
Bengal," shot b^k 
Chaudhuri, "I will never 
accept that." 

Needless to say. 
Ta.slirru agreed with the 
nonagerian. As she 
agreed with everything 
that Niradbahu said for 
the SKXt two hours. 1 n 
fact, the fiery lady hardly 
got in a word, d^rved 
Chaiufturi. after she left. 
*Shc didn* t seem to he as 
brash and upstart a.H I had 
been warned she would 
be.” a 
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Emywhm, d«al$ 
areMns stnick« 
automobile plants 
are being upgraded 
and suddenly, 
<|iiality is in 
demand. 

Car-makers in this 
country, therefore, 
won’tjustseUcars 
—they wHI also 
have to marlcet 
them. And that IS 
going to be the 
tough part. But no 
one is rvnnif^away 





A 




T ake your pick. If you like something belter than a Manjli 10Q()i 

how ahoul aCicIo? It's roomy The driving insirumemaiion is 
not like anything seen here before. And if you want it 
chauffeur driven, the bock-seals arc deluxe with plenty of 
leg* room. 

Something European? Premier Aulomohiles Limited 
(PAL) is offering iwit choices. There is Uno. which has done 
very well in the coniim^l. and Peugeot .^ty). a tough car which 
ha.s proved itself in Nigerian ctmditions which are similar to our\. For the latter 
bookings are on. 

If. however, ycxi prefer something with a liH of power, 
looks and clavs. Sipani Automobiles has the Rover Montego, 
whose paintwork too is English. Also, it costs almost nothing 
to run it—it's a diesel cor and is turbo-charged 
And firtally. there is the Icuther-upholsicrcd. 
side •strengthened, over engineered German iitarvel called 
the Mercedes. TataEngirwering & IxKomotivcs Company 
(TELCO) is to put it together in a 4^:51 tie-up with the 
Stuttgart-based Diamlcr Hen?. 

Welcome to the new world of curs. Between now and the 
next two years, at least five, hut more probably, seven to ten 
intcmaiionul car rnake»'s will be here. And five to ten new 
models will be exit in this lime. Indians, at least, the ones with 
the money, have never hud it so good. 

Everywhere, deals are being struck plants are being 
upgrudcil and suddenly, quality is in dcinarKl, Car-niukcni in 
ihi.s country, tbcrclore. wonT just sell cars. They will also have 
U) market them. And that is going to he the tough pan. But no 
one is running away, nbe Indian au(mT>obdc industry has 
never had it so good before.'* suy.s Vivek Bharat Rum, 
vice-president of OCM Daewtxi which will make the Ciclo. 

Consider the deals: 












The Indian carmarketacquires 
truly international status 
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The coming caravan 


DCM-DAEWOO 

aao 


A BtossHoottiQ or. tin sol m be 

aifisM (0 sim akboA ervbotfy. «Ncb is I oreit 
help for short driven. Tbe peM tank opens at the 
touch of a button on the dashbowd. The car tB$ a 
nwroprocessor-controeed fuel iniectioo sysam. 
The GL£ (deiuxa) otters the option of a potm 
steering and automatic transmission 
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Already, 300 units are on the road. Styled on the 
Austin Montego design of the Eighties, Ns power 
steering is uselui when driving m h^ traffic. It 
Is the first car in bxfta to feature seat-belts on the 
rear seats. Has a turbo-charged diesel engine wd 
an enormous boot-space. A compMely 
krncliad-down version of the car is told in India 


The Wy-ioadad version includes 
•^Ktronlcaly^djetaba seats, antHJo^ 
sysam, cmytic convertors and front and rev 
dac brakes. Giving a high emphasb on the 

safety factor, the oer wH aature side-im pad 
proactan tars, au-bags and dashbords which 
open out on Impact 
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Paced between the 118 IfE and da Conassa 
Casaic. a prontisas a give Maruli U(^ 
Uhitairs Esaem a run for ta money. It fas been 
acclaimed a the Btittih moloting press as the 
•beet front-vNa el drfvecvever*. fa reputation at 
a tough cv should go down wel with the Indan 
consutrar 

The two-door 1000 cc ev aexpacad to pose as 
ttw first real threat to the MaruO 800 OCR has a 
toNy-fnagrated. robotaed en^ and a 
five-speed synch rontosh gev box. The Uno a very 
popuar in toe west European mvtat In Inda, tra 
malare—PAL and rat—wff be argrtng toe 
SOOccsegtnenl 

Afifna^ tot staling of tfaOpef-Astra. pMamed 
on a .1991 modal, a slightly orddaad now, tia 

cavernous boot spare and Ha German-biM 
qutfiy deffnMy work in Ns avow. Llatta. 

can «• bi mpiMB wAti 



• Rover-Montego, the first of the new 
cars to be oul. wilJ realty be a screw¬ 
driver job. Already, 301) of these, 
costing uptoRs 10 lakh, have been sold. 
The tpogbk. however, is that Sipani 
AMiomobiles has had a dodgy retxird. 

To compete with Maruti Udyog's KOO 
cc car, it look out Montana with the pro¬ 
mise of a German D-1 engine. Bui very 
soon, and with no tine really knowing, 
an aJI-tndian engine was used in iis 
Mead, which just failed to make the 
grade. Consumers went lo the newspn- 
r«r% and courts. Thankfully, Rover will 
nowin^hlon gualiiy. 

• Cicio is a Soulh-K»»ftan denvative of 
General Moior\Opel Kaiddct, hut much 
upgraded over the years. DC*M ha^ a lie- 
up wiih TcjyiHa f»l Japan lo make lighi 
commercial vehicles (U'Vs) and wils 
talking with ii ai one poirti lo make a car. 

But the rising yen. which hud iinule its 
IX?V» overpriced compared to the 
TtLCX) cguivuJcni, forced fX'M lo 
Uiok Rif other collahoraii>rs.h was then 
(hat South Korea's IXbewfKi came in. 
The imiial choke was the Racer car, hui 
fears ihal il would gel fmidaiwl (ipped 
the scales in favs ur of Cie h >. Il was i ni n i- 
duced this January in liuropc und wdl he 
here by 19%, (’fimpany sources say K's 
been hooked twice over. 

• Pcugcfg MN's hookings are lo open 
soon. Pfcmicf Aulomohilcs had been 
shaAy since Maruti 800 ran its Premier 
Padmini nearly out of ihc market li hud 
tried lo work oul a less-ihun-l, 000 cc 
ertginc to avail ihc excise concession 
enjoyed then by Muruti, hui it didn't 
succeed. 

Afwr that, it brought in NK 118. a 
hybridised Fiat with a customised Ni.s- 
sun engine, li Mdd alrighi, hui Mill didn't 
get PAL loihe hip league. Finally, ihcru 
was no opuon but lo go in for a new 
range of car:. 

Ncgtaiaikws were started wilh 
Peug^ far ahead of mosi others 
looking foraillaboraiors. At the last car- 
show In Delhi, the Peugeot 309 was 
dispbyed. Then, il took time to work out 
ihcded. 

Both PAL and Peugeot have a half- 
and half share in the making ot 309. One 
of its plants in Kalyan will roll out the 
new car. wiih another ai KurUi doing the 
sheet-pressing work, and cvcniually, 
when PAL's old range runs out its cour- 
in ten years, it will take to making 
compfinenis whole-Uine. There arc also 
plam to make the Uno from ihc Fiat 
uaMe. 




BUSINESS 


• Opd As^tra, the world's 
(h<rd bcsi selling car. is 
stated for release sMne 
time next year. The 
maker. Hindustan 
Motors (HM). is terribly 
cagey about revealing 
details. All that is known 
is that it will he made in 
HM's plant in Halol near 
Damda. 

General Motors (GM) 
took its time deciding 
about coming to Indio, 
when it did. HM, tme of Indio's oldest 
c«ir*rnukers. seented the obvious choice. 
It is a 50:50 joint •venture between GM 
andiheC'K Birlagrtiup. 

GM's seriousness is evident foMit Its 
dcci sion u »place one of iu men full i i me 
in India. Ron:tld G. Nardi is C'icneral 
Motors India Limiied's president and 
managing director and will pcrvmally 
oversee Ihc making of the Astra. 

• Ford ricstii. Mystique or the Kscofl 
iiw likely to he prtxluccdby Mahlndru& 
Mahindru (MA:M) in ;i 50:50 tic'Up with 
the American carmaker, hirlier, 
M&M. India’s giant jeep manufacturer, 
had shown interest in producing the irep 
Cherokee wjih Chrysler. But tor Mxnc 
reason, ihc project wv drsipped alter i he 
deal with Hotd wa.s sealed. However, 
there ore no indications as to when the 



MAKU Tl/KN 

SiiaiU had deckM on makmB 
Zan in India and simultaMousty 
r etoatin B its EMTOpean varskm^ 
AKo. Zan’s 1000 cc 
aN-akniMiiiii ansine and very 
contemporary body desigR 
showed how soriout Suzuki was 
about the Mian marhet 


Ford ears will he out, 

• likhcr(ioodcarihha.sticdupwiihVn1* 
ks wagen AG. hut more in order to (xpk*- 
K the market. Says Jurgen M. Osmer, 


advertising manager of 
Volkswagen: "We are 
studying the market. 
Bpt. weTI deckle in 
whidn segment to come 
in, and with what car." 

Rcvcnily. however, 
there was drama at the 
car show at Prvguli Mai* 
dan. Opposite the Vidk* 
swagen si all was another 
stall selling Audi cars 
with u ictrofiitcd Vutfc* 
swagen engine. Schdienherg. the 
eon^Mny. released a i>r>C'pagc hritchurc 
claiming that such a car. doing Bombay 
to IX’lhi without nH'uelling, would ctist 
nnicii less than an imported standard 
Audi or a V«dkswagen of lhal class. Vol* 
kswogen. hifwever, Itud no good words 
fiirSehclknhcrg. 

• rhe Mercedes K-22D will he out by 
Moah. next year. TblLTO. originally 
licensed to p^ucc Mcnx'des trucks, 
had long warned to make its cars. When 
government jiolicics discouruged such 
tk’Ups. tt was eonieiU to make Us own 
cars. Bui when even ihese were disal* 
lowed, TKLCO sailed making Tala Sier* 
ra urkl Fslaic which were huilt on iu 
TaiaiiH>bile chassis. 

In iwu years, these had siancd lo sell 
well. By then, talks with Mercedes hud 
made some prttgress. Rui Diamicr s 


I 
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VIVKK lUI VkVrkAM 

^'People win move on from the Manrti 800. As 
tb^ move up in life, they wiK went more 
expensive cars. When Memti first cimt in, 
PM^ietboiiBfitil was expensive eswefl'* 


R.C. BHAKiiAVA 

"Assume for e moment that the demand for 
luxttty cars goes up to 200,000 units a year« 
The puesbon Is how many people can share 
thb marhet Itiere w8l be severe competitiofi" 
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nuin won^ hsK been quality. While 
TELCO K capable of absorbing higb> 
engineering, the GcrmaA^. if nothing 
else, arc fussy, and would leave nmhing 
to dtance at I he new pJuni for the £-220 
in Pune. 

For a start, (he R*220 will come com- 
pleicly knocked down And by and by. 
as quality C 4 Mt»p«>ncnis surt uming 
in. indigcnisatioo will take place. 

TELCO has bought a second'hand paint 
shop in Australia and this will eventual* 
ly be used for the B*22(l and ilv «>wn 
products. 

N o one knew, three years ago. that 
anylhmg like this would happen. 

Until lndcpcn(k!rK.e. all cars were 
imported. In the I9.^<K and 1%(H. ctwn* 
panics like Hindustan Hotors, 

Premier Automobiles 
and Standard Motors 
came inio their own. For 
nearly 30 years, Indians 
had 10 buy museum pie 
CCS like the Ambassador 
Fiat and Herald until 
Maruti l)dyi>g. in I9S5, 
knocked the botttMns out 
of their market. 

Those were the days of 
(be liccncc-pcrmil'quoU 
ra], Car.s were considered 
luxury items and munu- 
factUTcrs had to pay ertor- 
mous duties. Excise duly 
was in excess of 6tJ per 
cent. And with such tuxes 
as turnover tax. entry tax, 
sales lax, wheel tax, fees 
of the legiuful Iransporl Jl]R(,KNM.()SMFR 

aulhoniy and so on ------- 

accounting fur 7K lo go “Wt wt ftil stu^TNis ttw imftoL After ttMt^ we’l 

per cent ofibc cost and all deckle w wWch SBp n e wt to come w, and Witt whit CT** 

of il being passed on to 







mi:rci;di:s 

(K-220) 

The car will be oirt 
by March neift 
year* For a starts the 
win come 

completely kaocked 
dowHi and by and 
by, aequali^ 
cowpoaente start 
comkigin, 
ktdigenisatiofi wHI 
take place 


the consumer . cars were 


cosily and second-grade. “Indian con* 
sumers collectively pay Ks 16,000 crurc 
by way of taxes every year relating lo the 
auUm^ilc industry,“ says S.G. Shah, 
president of the Association of Autonuv 
bile Manufacturers. 

That wasn't all. Car-making maten- 
aJs were among the mcKt expensive 
items in the world l’!ven today, steel 
casts Rs 6.S.t)0(l per tonne, while world 
prices are just half the sum. 'fhe same 
goes for lead, aluminium etc The high 
price is due to the outdiied cxnction 
and production 

Then too. ihevO^^^pOWiisAionv lo 
be giM for mMMNPlIt ears, increa* 
sing production, incrtaxing prices and 


so on. A company like TELCO dkin'l 
get (he givaheud H) make cars. In short, 
the existing ear-makers had no incentive 
to upgrade modeK. leave alone change 
them. 

1*hen. Maruii KOO came and Ihc 
industry wa$ pui on a treadmi II. Sudden* 
ly. it wus ck^ (hai ihoxc who didn't 
sn^c up hwJ lo drip mil A groaning 
giant like Standanl Motors of Madras 
brought out the Rover2000 and got bea¬ 
ten out of ihe marid in no trine. 

There wv atmie»juxi before the ecu' 
noflric liherilixaiKio. when ihc old sort 
of mixing ear-bodies and engines held 
sway fur a while. PAL's NE Ilk and 
HM's rontexsa Classic were the answer 


to Maruti 10CN). But everyone knew 
that the best was yet (o come. 

'Hien Sunjki, lhat had picked up a 51 
pa cent stake in M ani d lldyog Lid. dee i • 
ded on making its newest model. Zen, 
here and simuhaneously releasing its 
European version, the Alio, Zcn/Alio*s 
1000 cc all-aluminium engine and very- 
conMnporary body design xhnwni how 
i^uus Suniki was about (he Indian 
market. 

Fiiully, liberalisation came to the 
industry. Excise duties were xlabbcd 
and reduced for cars to 40 per cent. The 
phased manufxturing programme was 
scrapped. And imponani cooeexsionx 
were given. At all times, it has been very 
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ftow-Montogo* the 
first ofthe new cm 
to be out, wiH really 
be a screwdriver 
job. Already, 300 of 
these, costing upto 
Rs 10 lakh, have 
been sold 


expensive (o impon u whole cat, Sgdden* 
lyjt wes cheeper lomake ii here. And v 
il seemed I Ihere was a huge markei too. 

The Maruti cxpericTKe shows that the 
n^arkt'i is quite big fur small can. 
Dunng Januiiry*iunc 19*^ «lone, Maru* 
ti l)il>i>g sold H9.(X)0 units of ihe 8tM)cc 
cur. At the suite lime, ciHTipeiirion could 
munagc to veil 29.131 vehicles in all. 
Indeed, die huge siles of KOOcc cars h»e 
made MUL the biggest car'makcr in 
India iiHlay. 

Bui IS there a market for bigger cars? 
Just now. ML'l. has three of them (Zen. 
loot) and F.siccin). DCM-Daewoo (wo 
(Cich) (tU anJ OLE), HM two lAsira 
and ConiCNsa). TKLCO three I Estate. 
Sierra and Me^cdcs R*220>. PAL iwo 
(NE IIH and Peugeot 3()9) and Sipani 
Iwo (Rnver*Montego Estate and 
Saloon), while Mahindra & Mahindra 
and Etcher Guodeanh are also kiiAing 
ut the medium and hig^car market. But 
are ihcre volumes in this segment? 

Shah of the Association of Automobi* 
Ic Manufacturers is not aiall sure. 'Most 
of the new cars cost over Rs 4 lakh," he 
says. "Put together, no more than 50.000 
of such car.« will sell in a year. 

"It has all U) do with buying power," 
he adds. "A ,car that costs Rs 2 lakh 
would cost the average buyer his two 
years’ salary. But abroad, a Toyota Com¬ 
pact. roughly like your Maruii 1000. 
costing at Indian prices. Rs 6 lakh, 
would be affordable within three 
months alone." 

R.C. Bhargava. managing director of 
Mamti Udyog. aJ.so h^ds thin view. 
'Now. ir s merely a question of the survi* 
val of the fiitexi" he says, somewhat 
smugly. And he touts figures to prove 





PREMIER NE118 


Premier Automobiles Ksd brought in NE118, a hybridised Rat 
with a customised Nissan engine. It told M i^M, but stKI 
didntget PAL to the top league. RnaHy, there was no option 
but to go in for a new range of cars 


bow cninfortahly placed MarMi Is. 

Today." he says, "the domestic car 
market cao take units a year. Of 

(his. HU percent falls in the economy car 
scchir. But mosi of the new cimpanics 
coming in arc targciing ihe luxury car 
sector. T eaimot figure how they've wor¬ 
ked oui Uunr ecooomkcs. 

"As.Mimc lor a moment th&l the 
demand for luxup cars goes up to 
200.000 units a year. The question is 


how many people can share (his market. 
It looks highly unlikely that everyone 
will gel a large chu nk of thi s market and 
survive. 1here will be severe 
competition." 

Others look at it a link diflerenUy 
ihiHigh, DCM's Vivek Bharat RUm is 
completely Ci>nvlnced of a premium cur 
market. "People will move <« fr<im the 
Manjij 81X). As ihey move up iu life, 
they will warn more experoive cars. 


.iSuaeM 
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When Maruii fmt came in. people 
ihoughi il wv expeniive well,’ he 
says. 

Whatever the strength of that 
argument, Bhanii Ram, like the other 
big CMT-makert. is really depending on 
capons 10 shore up their boitomJincs 
How welt will that work? No one knows 
yet. Bui DCM'Doewdo cenainly is wof* 
king towards sending Ciclos out. Plans 
arc 10 double production from the level 
of 62.0U0 cars a year, os of now. 

Except that the advantage of cheap 
labour in making cars here gets 
somewhat ncutniiised when the import 
duty on components is high. TELCO 
and Daimler had gone to the govern¬ 
ment to seek import concessions, such 
oa were given to Maruti Udyog lo export 
Zen/bui they were refused. 

And as wc go to press, the govern¬ 
ment is divided about whether or not to 
give similar concessions to DCM- 
Doewoo. The argurnent for nut giving it 
apparently. K that concessions arc 
meant to help "promote export of Indian 
brands of entirely new pr^ucts’. Still. 
Bharat Ram is not giving up. DCM- 
Docwfxi. a.v well as TELCO-Daimler. 
will be exporting regardless of gaming 
concessions. 

B ui that slill leaves out one thing. 

Why aren't more cars coming in the 
800 cc sector? There is, of course, the 
999 cc Fiat Uno to be made by PAL. 
which could be out m early as January, 
next year Bui iis price is nm known. If it 
in Rs 50,000 to Rs 75.0UO more than 
Maruti 800. then it might not be all that 


TELCOf originally Ikonaed to 
pfoduco I W a rc od H tnicfcs, 
hod long wanted to mako ite 
OKB. Whon govomoioiit 
poMciot discounigod such 
tli^pt, Hwm content to mate 
Ite own cars. But whan oyen 
tfwsa ware dlsaBowad> TQ.C0 
i ta rtod making Tata S i e rr a and 
Estate which wars iHiilt on its 
Tata m obd e chassis 


much a rival. 

The truth is (hai Monili. which has 
long been a monopoly, is lough U> take 
on in the BXI cc sector. While its service 
iKHwork is huge, that of HM. PAL or 
even TELCf) i s nu levs. But i t i> the priK- 
pect of cMoblishing u maAufactunng 
unit, as big as MUL's that is most 
daunting. 

"Ten years ago," says Shah, "if ii cost 
MlJLRsbOOcroo' to pul up its plant, il 
would iiikt Rs 6.0U0 crorc today lo pul 
up a comparable facility and an emit' 
mous umc-penod will be rex^uiml to 
break even. Then. .Maruti has the advan¬ 
tage of depreciation. You would need 
huge tracts of lands for the volumes." 

In conirasi, morgens on more expen¬ 
sive contore naturally higher for a manu¬ 
facturer. And ox Sipani has <Jiown. even 
d minimum faeikty would serve. 

Bui that's r^ to say that no one is 
trying. More than once, TELCO has 
shown keenness to make a small car. As 


il now stands, it mighi make one with an 
indigenous diesel engine. And Rahul 
Bajaj ot' Bajaj Auto is al.so deiennined lo 
take on Mamii in its real (urf. Yet. no 
one has Urm plans. And as iI looks. Uno 
comes ibe neoa'si tu taking on Moniii 
800. 

And yet. S*it once. Indian car-makers 
arc very upheai about the premium car 
maiiici. They say that I he culture of car 
finance agencies that has spread in the 
last couple of years has brought pre¬ 
vious unaitainablcs closer. But the final 
word on this isnT out yet. 

Clearly, driving will never be the 
same again. *nK lurbo-charged Monte¬ 
go feels great and i.s as green as a diesel 
cor can be. CieJo is seen by most Indians 
a.s a new-gencration car, though some 
think the interiors ore too plaxiicky. 

"However, the car to watch out for is 
Mercedes" says Dr. Ravi Prakash, a ral- 
lyisi and owner of two himself. ' Even if 
it is sold at Rs 20 lakh here, il will be 
cheaper than importing it.*' 

Many of ib^ will take on India's 
polholed roads bener than a Manii! 800 
and just about as well as the lugubrious 
Ambassador on. maybe, half the fuel. 
For those who had reconciled them¬ 
selves to Hi ppi ng through the foreign car 
glossies or switching on to BBC's Top 
Gfar. there's something for them to see 
in real life. And for those wift the moo¬ 
lah, there oie these new almost flying 
machines. • 
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O n 20 Pebrunry. ihe 

phere u Virginia Uouite. 
(he headquarters of the 
cigarette giant India 
T^ecco Company (tTC) 
in Calcutu. was very tense. This fr^y* 
punted Victorian structure was the 
venue of a supposedly routine board 
meeting, but (he signals cmunuing from 
the corridors of (he country's IvgeM 
cigureuc'manufaciuring company indi* 
Cited that it couki be a stormy i*ne. And 
the rumblings of disconieni had little to 
do with the e a pressions of the u suaJ i nter* 
nal cprTM)raie strifes. 

What added u> the suspense, ju st befo¬ 
re the board mccti ng, wa.s an anonymous 
letter-^ an insider's job really — writ¬ 
ten (0 rrC's four nuijor shardwldcn — 
the chairman and managing director of 
UTl, CIC, Lie and the chief executive 
of Briti Bh A merican Tobacco (BAT) — 
alleging misenanegemcni. 
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Boardroom 


m m m ^ 


The rrC-BAT tussle 
is far from over 


WHMii 48 lioun of the cnidil board nMling, K.L ClNigh, Hit 
nt chabiititt, Md Honnen tM BAT nemhieo on the rrc 

boifdp were iesuii^ controdMofy rta t o meii U eboul what 
roeNy happened behind the doeed doon on 20 Febniaiy 














The \cncr specificBJly expressed con- 
cetn about (he Ra iO<ron loss lo eipon 
deals this year and TTC'% alleged 
involvement wjlh a US firm. EST Co • 
ivomoied by a former cusimns official 
The auempi. clearly, was to discredit the 
management and the board meeting was 
expected (o generaie a great deal ol heat 
However, at the end of the marathon 
meet, al I that emerged was an innoc uous 
aeven-hne ofllaal staiement reiieraung 
the board's decision to call an Extraordi* 
nary General Meeting TEGM) in end- 
Mtfch to approve the company' s diversi 
ficaijon into (he power sector And 
board memberi stubbornly refuted lo 
say anything about what transpired inn- 
de the boardroom 

But that waa not for long Within 4S 
houn of the crucial board meeting, K L 
Chugh, the tTC chainnan. and Nonnan 
Davis, the BAT nominee on (he PTC 
board, were issuing contradictory suu- 
menu about what really banned 
behind the closed ^k•or^ on ^ Fe^ary 

Chugh first confirmed ITC vice 
chairman Yogi Heveshwar's inclusion 






THE RACE TO THE TOP I 


The contenders for Chttgh's Job 


A fter Chagh. who? A few moattK 
igo, the aarwer to thu qoMoo 
. eetttedn obvious one. But (he 

»M( controversies, covered 
MKidouily HI media, one 
omoc be aU (bat sure. 

But die comendenfor rrCa top 
Job Kc well known—SaurM 
. Mjara. chief of the foods div WOP. 
^tenee Vev^na, ITCs fmance 
rfiractar. Ravi Bhootaliogao). » 

^MOtly worfang with BAT in 
Xo 0 don, andthe vko-diiinnan and 
tobacco divisMO chief, Y<^ 
pewe i m u . Deveahwv, «&>is 


Chttgh'8 nominee, wac the chmniMn 
of Wfilcomgioup. rfCc hotd 
division, when he opted for the post 
of Airing's CEO His return to die 
rrCfoUm 1994 was prompted by 
the "dUTerences* he bad with the 
civil aviMton minister, Ghulam Nabi 
Azad Poiia charge of planning (he 
co^^ltty's strategy upun his 
m-eody. Dtveshwar was handed 
over the tobacco division diving the 
recent reallocahon of corporate 
portfe^KK To accomodate him. 
Saurahh Misra was eased osi of the 
tobacco division to (be 
newly-fbnned foods divisioo 



in ihc ntimination committee, consti 
luted recently under BAT's pressure to 
vet all appointmmis to (he ITC board 
Subsequenily, Davis* strongly worded 
siatemeni appeared accusing the ITC 
chairman of'breach of trust and misin 
lerpreutjon o( facts The BAT nominee 
mainiajns that at the previous board nice 
ling on 2^ Novemlw Chugh had sug 
gesied (he inclusion of Deveshwar m the 
nonnciation panel, but this was noi 
agreed upon The composition and (he 
terms of reference of the nomination 
cxMTuniliec have been kcpi in abeyance 
until the next board meet i ng 

T hu u the scumd time in three months 
ihai Chugh has pidihcly crossed 
swords with the parent company snomi 
nee on (he rrc board Ironically wiihin 
48 hours of (he 25 November br^ mee* 
tmg Davis had denied having agreed to 
(he inclusion ot both the FTC chairman 
and vice-chairman on the board's pro¬ 
posed nnrunauon commiuee At (hat 
time the exchanges had been sharp but 
not so acnmonious 
According to ITC insiders, the boar¬ 
droom discord has been triggered off by 
diflerem aspiration levels And ihie 
only way to prevent internal hickenngs 
IS 10 find answers lo ihe three crucial 
questioni that the company faces today 
—the succession issue ((^ugh retires m 
1997). (he BAT bid to hike its slake in 
rrc to 51 per cent and appeasing the dis- 
gruntled shareholders 
in fact, in die woke of the boardroom 
tifl. the ITC scrip plummeted toRs 290 
IthadcomedowntoRsdOOid'terthe I 1 










BUSINESS 


bnus Issue. This has oever happened 
before. 

The composition and terms of referen¬ 
ce of the nofninaiion coouninee are crv- 
cUl in resolving the first two issues. The 
BAT move to ensure that senior appoini- 
ments are screetted by a committee that 
excludes aJl executive directors berring 
the chairman is s clever one. especially 
in view of the prickly succession issue. 


CORPORATE WARS 


Under 0 mdlng AeBAT~fTCbattk 




I tw«inDo6a^erl993«dHtdie 1 decit>oodIMldegpoemafidl^^tltlK^* 
US$18.7 button BrliMAMiten ] lacp n Mki ftiPoe^flwee ni aiw h Bi i o.^;{ 
TobicaiCBAT). wMdi boUi a 3i J 
per c«ot Make ia fTC ftrtt nvde a 
puhUe BmndtaeeBMi of its 



equ^ boMiifs m dw 
lediBOOBBaoy io9l pcf 
ocBLTh^tiC 


Now, it is the two largest sharchcMers 
— the financial institutions (Rs) with 
their collective 34 per cent stake and 
Bat with its 31 percent stake in the com¬ 
pany — who will clinch the issue and 
not the company's management. Since 
FI nominees usually pr^er to take a 
bad: seat on such issues. BAT may have 
a clear advantage. Also, if BAT can 
nominate its own directors to the board, 
the hurdles it will invari^ly face while 
trying to bike its equity holding in ITC 
may be easier to overcome. Chugh. ort 
his part, is now resisting that move and 
lobby i ng for support. 

As things sund. Chugh at>d his team 


waa not exaedy cattused 
byttie|itMpecaaf 
reon^loiheBAT 
iT»a|[inwiiT‘ifi1il 
pQCOvcrdaeyeirv 
deapha ha foiei^ litth, 
rrctwlife«ek3^aa 
lodependeot idMtity aod 
hadoimfoctnediis 
prafik from a tobacco 
Md dgvette compBy to 
a widefy^S versified 
CQlerpfiae. 1 b fseiy ttio 
bufiwiife Uke hotels, 
agio-products, p^ex 
prtsiiAgiBd padcagiog 
wcR anas in which 
BAT. Ite worlds 
aecood-Uegett c i pu’eoe 
maaufksurer. had no 
In t e re s t. 

BATbrnbeen 
discouaging ITCs 
divenificattoo pIffB aod 
wants the company so 
oonccrarase on arena in 
ttbidi it has diieci 
ifltotsts. Tbexefore, it 
iiuenb to coDven ITC 
into awbrndicy asd dip its whtgs. 
Thii move will curb the ngacorp's 


are likely to face a great deal of flak at 
the forthcoming EGM. The company's 
results do im look pnnnising and the 
boardrrotn hickenngs have sulhed 
FTC's reputation as a professionally* 
managed cnmpBiy. 

Indications are (hai the representa¬ 
tives of the fioanciai iiist»lul»orts are 
upset about the pubiK trading of charges 
^ the warring camps. According to 
reports, informal parl^ arc on to chalk 
out a common strategy to resolve the 
conundrum. 

At present, (hetr public pouka is non* 
committal *Our nominee diiucion will 


BCfttki fl ID OB ^ flwae «aaa w hKt>( 

tobacco and ftundkaervieBa. 

rre* I dream of bwcNBlng A 
wdi^veniM todbm 
tramnattonal,hcace, li dincdy« * 
Oddi wM BATa 

bwk wm iMviiMiid BeaiiMW 
bdog fou^a om baUid daaod: : 

doQv^Hcwwm.diatTbomiklU’ ' Vr 
Mings on both ddewk 00 igeittf' /, 
The Inaporid TobMoeOanpifi:: 
(rre' I fomr nomeachdure) walk 
ownad endrely by BATwU iba . 


Mioiaaer Indka OmMfonMM' 
Biitisb congkmme (ahng wMb 
otfier foretf fl iaveamn) to radocaltf ^ 
itako to 40 oer eem uodor dm 


P.xdttBgf Regulaticai Act _a. 

BAT'tiotame in the Indian . 
oompH^ waned, and ihm^lhi ' 
SevenUas Mtd tbe Ei^Nieav'l|, 
coftUeoediodiMcaikcMem' 
rrc In fkrt, BAT decbnadtepMuiB > 
ittahMofttielUSU-cmlaioe^ ' 
coavenibledebeoturaaibittTC ; , 
made to Novambar 19$2oo g 
preferential balk.'D m la wbao the 
financial ipatiMinnt pickad up 
BAT'S ihme—-to acquire a 34 M 
ccMflakeiadWGcmpny.wtda 
exceods B ATf 31,5 per cent 

Now. BAT, like tnmy other 
nttldaMionak, M looking at 

marlM like Mia for mora. 


frean a 'good ibarebolder* tOBi 
afsertive one. seekini miBagea 


vote on board resolutions as and when 
these are presented before them," said 
the chairman of one financial institu¬ 
tion. who did not want to be named. 
Except that this time, their moves could 
rum the tables. For the momem. specula¬ 
tion is running rife. Ha.s the controversy 
undennined vtce’ChairmAn Devesh- 
war's el i gibility for Uw top )ob7 W ill the 
majority shareholders' be successful in 
iheii auempt to usher in a difierent style 
of functioning altogether ’ The answers 
to these questions will emerge at the 
fonhcuming BGM. • 
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Bihar on the brink 


Chief Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan postpones the polls in 
Bihar, but the spectre of violence still haunts every party 




uid fair dec- 
bons?" Bihar chief 
cniniiiar Latoo Pn- 
Yadav shot 
back when Sunday 
asked him. last month, whether he could 
ensure peaceful polling. "Bihar mein 
always frtt and fair tleaions huan 
* Hain", he added without baiting an eye¬ 
lid. and saw no rea.son why this corres' 
pondeni should not take his word for ii. 

But anyone who knows anything 
about past elections in Bihar would have 
said that nothing coul^ be further from 
(be (ruth, and ihg( (hepre*poil scenario 
ihls lime, too.wasasgrirnas ever before. 
Even as Laloo Yadav held forth, the 
Maoist Communist Centre (MCC) was 
renewing its threats to behead ("Sir 
inches chhaia kar denge") anyone who 
dared to cast his vote. Anand Mohan's 
Bihar Peoples' Party was fast becoming 
a centre for criminds. and Laloo's own 
Yadav followers were openly intimida¬ 
ting rival candidates and the Bihar police. 

It was Laloo Yadav's 
miserable failure to 
improve the law and 
ord^ situation that wor¬ 
ried (^position parties, 
who franiicoliy sought 
(he Election Commiss- 
sion's intervention. Natu¬ 
rally. expectations ran 
high when T.N. Seshan 
landed on 23 February. 

Bui much to Laloo's 
relief, nothing dramatic 
happened. Seshan held a 
fflaratbon, five-hour mee¬ 
ting with Election Com¬ 
mission (EC) officials, 
reviewed (he situation 
and went back to Delhi. 

And there was a spun 
in violence soon afterwar¬ 
ds . Samata Party candida¬ 
tes were openly attacked. BJP tellers 
intimidaicd ar^ the Congresa. soil 
recovering from the shocking murder of 
its GopalgunJ candidate, operated under 
the shadow of fear. Matters came lo a 
head when Cn(M) candidate Saotu 
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Chief minister 
Laloo Prasad 
Yadav’s real 
worry is that 
President’s 
Rule may be 
imposed after 
his term ends 
on 15 March 



Das was gunned down at 
Chan in south-central 
Bihar, althou^ the parly 
is an ally of (he Janaii Dal. 

Things were clearly 
going out of hamL and 
Sesh» linally struck oo 1 
March. He annouoced his 
decisioa <o push back the 
electiohs ten days. 
The new dates wGt II. 
15 and 19 March. 

Laloo cried foul and rushed his men 
to Delhi. Two petitiofls ^ one by Dal 
general secretary K, Yadiva Reddy and 
(he other, a puUi^interesi litigation by 
the All-India Elaocwaid Class. SC A ST 
Action Comminee and the Dalit Sena— 


were filed in the Supreme Court chal- 
loiging the EC' s decision. 

But that very day. the apex court 
dismissed the app^s. A Division 
Bench comprising Justices J.S. Verna 
and Sujau V. Manohar said that it "did 
not find any ground to entertain the pelt- 
ixn'. They defended Seshan’s order 
saying diat the state was in ■ ims and 
asked die peririoners to go back and put 
their "hoti^ in order first". 


T he court verdict lefl Laloo with no 
DDtkm but to W2CCDI the EC*s deci. 


■ option but to accept the EC's deci¬ 
sion. To save face, however, he pointed 
to the commission's mability to provide 
him with adequate forces. "I have been 
requesting them for the last two 
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month!^.’' he said. "U it my fault that they 
didn't meet my dcFnand?", 

"Send me enough forces. It is not my 
fault. I am being unnecesyinly defa¬ 
med." he fumed and alleged that the 
Centre and the other parties were conspi¬ 
ring with Seshan to throw htm out 

(See interview). 

His real foar. however, was dK possi- 


We imposition of rp\' ^ ' 

President’s Rule after r 
his term ended on LjuSfiS 
15 March. Though 

there are instances of CMs continuing in 
a caretaker cap^ty after the eipiiy of 
the Assembly like it happened in the 
case of the former Trtpun CM Samir 
Ranjao Burman in 1993 — there was 
apprehesBion in foe Dal camp that Bih« 
Oovemor A.R. Kidwai might take 
recourse to foe Saritaha Commission 
recommendations and impose Presi¬ 
dent’s Rule. And if that were to happen. 
1-afoo would have to go even before the 
elections were over. 

The Governor was. however, tight- 
lipped about his plans and Laloo's fat; 
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SPCCIAt REPORT 


hung in (be balance as Sunday wenc to 
press. "EveryOung depends on the first 
phase of polling under the Laloo govern¬ 
ment.'* said poUticaJ observers. If Laloo 
Yadav ensum free and fair eJectkms. he 
may have a chance lo oversee the polls 
but will only have hitnse I f to blune if he 
fails to do so. 

Despite the povtponemeni of the 
polls, Opposition parlies are, however, 
not optimistic about free and fair polls 
under J^aloo's governance. Instead, they 
fear that the CM might use all his muscle 
power to get the maximum number ^ 
votes for his party in (he first phase of 
the polling itself. 

"How can we trust a man who has 
refused to give ammunition to the police 
so (hat his worierv can carry out vote- 
grabbing?". asked Yashodhanand 
Singh, convenor of the BJP's eleciion 
campaign committee in Bihar. "There is 
a jungle here. The situation is worse 
than Punjab. Evcryorte knows why 
Laloo wants to cling on to his cluiir till 
the elections are over— he wants to use 
the state machinery to win. If Seshan is 
serious about holding free and fair elec¬ 
tions. he shouldn't allow Laloo to stay 
on fora second longer." he said. 

Sarfaraz Ahmed, president of the 
Bihar Pradesh Congress Comminee, 
too. felt that Laloo would misuse the 
state machinery. "Already Congress 



voten have been rounded 
up and put in lock-ups for B 
no apparent reason, n* 

Booths where tte JD is B 
confident winning I ^Bb 
have been made super- 1 
sensitive.' he said. ■ 

Added Nitish Kumar. 
leader of the Samaia 
Party; "He'll ooi allow 
the elections to be held ^ 

peacefully. There has \ 
been an attempt on my * 
life only because the CM fjk \ 
feels iltreatened by me." E3 ^ 

"The rrtonsier (refer- mJA 
ring to the MCC) which ^ 

Laloo created has today 
become the cause of his « % 

own downfall.** said 1 

Vinod Mishra. CP!(ML) F.i I 
general secretary. "His [ I ] 
strategy lo use the MCC t ^ ^ 
against us «id other politi- r-iy * 
cal parties has bo om e- IZ, ' j \L' 
ranged. The MCC 
gradually became power- "Ji.foihw 
ful and suited attacking anyone 
who posed a threat and targeted the state 
adminisvatioA. The violet unleashed 
by them is the reason why Seshan had to 
postpone the elections." explained 
Mishra. 
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fixtremiw. Moctover, 14 cases of as^ul- 
i on (he police wi snaiching of arms 
had bMn reported. 

Although (be al)ega(ionH of a neau« 
between the MCC and (be ruling party 
are not ea.«ily substantiated, frequent 


SPCCIAI «€PORT 


Macks 00 Oppoartioc leaden bcristeitd 
this theory. 

Latoo. however, dismisaed the char* 
fcs outright: "Thai's oor true. Even our 
leaders have bees tnacked; Samu Das, 
who befongi 10 our ally. has been murde* 
red The MCC bans all polls. They dcpn'i 
believe In our system * 

Besides, then is another side to the 
story. Potihcal observers feel dial (he 
MCC will desparaiely try lo enforce its 
boycott call to maintain its militant 
image. Analysu say the paity wouldn't 
kike to suffer any Jou of face like (he 
topic's War Group (PWO) did in 
Andltfi Pradesh. The PWC. another 
Naxaliie party, had also campaigned for 
a poll bo^t in parts of Andhra 
Prad^ but found their credibility 
plunging when voien ignored the call. 

But L4]oo has failed to give the staK 
p(4ice enough arms and ammunition to 
counter the growing eitrcmisi threat. 
With only 10.350 revolvers, two lal^ 
revcHver cartridges and 55,000 
cuvidges for .303 hOes, the police have 
reasons lo feet demoralised. 

There are also allegations ih« the CM 
has a number of districi magistnues at 
bis beck and call. In one celebrated inci¬ 
dent. the DM of Robtas recited poems In 
praise of Lakoo Yadav at a function orga¬ 
nised by (he ruling party. What's more, 
the sycophantic read constniciion 


mimsier.^^^ who was pre- 

seal on the dais, promised Rs 10,000 for 
every auch poem the DM would recite. 
And the ea^ t^icial rented off diree. 
(He has now been transferred.) 

Another case in point is Rajbala 
Venna. DM, Gaya. The special treat* 
ment meted out to her has been the sub¬ 
ject of many a report. The BJP and the 
CPI(M) c^l her a "stooge" of dre JD, but 
she has been allowed to continue. 

Sud) DMs. allege C^ipositioo panics, 
do little 10 inspire confidence in the 
Slate administrelioft. Linle wonder then 
that the Electim Commission's order to 
replace (he state's waning director 
general of police V.P. Jain and home 
secretary liya Ul Aiya has been widely 
Nvclcom^. 

Another cause for concern is the 
growing criminaliiation of Anand 
Mohan's Bihar Peoples' Party (BPP1. 
Criminals of all kin^ have b«n given 
tickets loconiest. After all.BPP'soffici* 
ai line is (hat "a criminal it not a criminal 
till proved guiliy". 

And then comes the very real ihreai 
from the CM himself. Those who are 
trying to uproot me." he wans, "will be 
left with both iheir hands bleeding". 

Bleed. Bihar w^U. Unless Seshan can 
cauterise (he wounds and does so 
fast. • 



have seen power Bowing front the 
bvrdofa^. 

Avadeab Sn|h» (he 3D candidaie 
Bom HusaaMml bowever, ece tn e d 
onpesturbed. "Woe a stogie candtdrer 
lain the hit-lift. bH a polBscal Rune." 
he atod, though hu cccMhueocy is 
baeofite ooft Mmtivecfwa. 

- Dtotrkt M^ftWe Km PiOM 
'wnalih atoe anoM cooBdence, 
”T^iMfdkcrfd»pmnftlt«ylar-, 
«cg b Am te of enrw 
he atod. TtemgndMh*. 
te Mk, womw; Oh > 

wrtftRb bw b h. 

Km 


been toreaseoed. the 3D nenuBPei «e 
moving ataut fredy. 

Punher, MiAu Stoglhte Aloft- 
^dfte Ann Pmki and chdotoa ti 
BilM Miiito«Devdopaiedi Chqm* 
bon, was laid 10 he uatog hs hMMf 
i aMlL i gn; i unr< oow eeaR toe 
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Tboogb ttoth wot 
r ecttmto; Sfthfc a fttie 


GOOMi; Sftttt Knft. a ftM 

cormdttoa^ ’dfemhar ^ m iA 

Sa^M l iip Uh i . 

ik. ^eedaekied^ iqajwi of o 
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'NowBihar 
will burn' 


Laloo Prasad Yadav talks of a 
conspiracy against the people of 
Bihar and promises to strike back 


Mmvmno IT tHARlUAT AU/FATNA 


Congress, Everyone is involved — tbe BiP too And ihal 
bearded men Oiendn Shekhar. 

Q: How caa you ny lhat? 

A: Because \ know all these panies ire hind-in-glove. 
Now JagaDnah Mishrm is talking of an alliance with (he 
Samua Party. Also. I know the Congress his an undersun* 
ding with Mutayam to weaken me. That is why he*$ 
movingltere. Thm or four of his choppers are in use in the 
stale. 

Q: Bat why are yoa bdflg targeted? 

A: Because all these so<aJ]ed big national leaders have 
lost (heir clout in Delhi. They doe'i have any support at the 
grass*rooU level; that’s why they are after me. That’s (he 
truth. That's the reality. AB these parties will have to pay a 
price for their conspiracy. Now, Bihar will burn. The 
people are voy ttgry. whole thing is becoming a » 
movemenc. 1 will have to arrange personal security for 
these leaders. 

Q:B«t ft if oIm a rtoUiy that the poUcc dida*t have 
eaougb caitrMgcaon then. Aod Ibay ccBplofnad. 

A :1s the state running arms? One b^kst is enough; what 
will they with SO? What’s the use of giving them 
of bullets? 

Q: Tbe reoalt la that vtoleiMeeacalated and Seahao had 
tottepfo. 


Bihar zhi^n\imsxtr Laloo Brasad Ya^vii upsot try CHitf 
Election Commissioner T.M Seshan 's decision to postpo¬ 
ne the elections in the state because c/Ut^vUssness. ImIoo 
doesn't share Seshan's perceptions and feels Bihar is 
beinfi singled out. There was violence in Andhra Pradesh 
and Manipur, he points out. and wonders why no action 
was taken there. "It is an insult to Bihar. ” he told Suf/onrin 
a candid interview. 


SUNoa Y: Has the poitpoiKimot of Che ckctlona come as 
i aeCback for the Janata Dal? 

Laloo ProMd Yadav: It is not Just a setback for me and 
(he Janata Dal. it is a setback for the people of Bihar. Por 
(he last two months, ill work in the state has come to a 
siandstill. So rnuch money has gone in campaigning and 
now — with the extension of dates — more will go. Bui 
the economy has come to a halt. 

When I Hy in my hel i copier. I see thousands of (nicks 
blocked in the districts. They are being seized despite the 
fact that they are carrying penshable foodstuff. The pec^c 
are being unnecessanly harassed. The people of Bihar are 
getting frustrated. They are furious and losing control. 


Q: Bui hod you enaurad proper security, this wouldn’t 
hove happened. 

A: lam not to blame. I’ve been requesting for the last two 
months to give me full f^ce. Even my collectors have the 
same cor^aiot. If die EC is so ctmeemed about free and 
faiTelectioDs, why didn't they act? 

I have wriuen and faxed any number of tetten deman¬ 
ding 1600>1700 companies, asking them to provide secu¬ 
rity in each and every constituency. They are creating all 
the problems and defaming me. 


Q: WMi the new dotes* the EC can now provide more 
central fwces* as elections in Gt^^ans and Moho- 
rostra would be over by then. 

A: It is not so sim^e. Then is a big conspiracy behind all 
this. And the Prime Minister is responsible. 


QtWhy would NuosiRiha Boo hatch ■ coosplracy? 

A: Because, north, south, east and west, everywhere the 
Congress is rmlshed. They are losing everywhere and 
they’re scared and will iy anything. But K'l not Just me 
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bnc evtrywi^^i^ itOifiQiu, in MCC areu. 

<»EiMtly.Thei Vl^i il ^ i ff% l ^ kipemttet^ 
wMteMudtbeMIX.TM7vtirMdfOppo«** 
cIm ladm ire bdAf tufelcd by timn. 

A: Thii's aot true. Esei Janata Da! woricm have been 
mcked. Now our ally, ihe OKM) catMlidate Santu Das. 
has been killed. 

Q: Yob fed It was wnii^ to have poc^Moad the 


A: See. d)c EC had uid that elections woe to be held is 

such a way that results of one did not e^eci the othen. But 

the results of Mahinshin will be out before some parts of 
Bihar go to polls. They are usi(i| every tactic to see me oul. 

Q: AIM the Ualoa bodget wfU be out 

A: Everything is wrong. They are doing all this keeping 

Bthar in nurrd. 

Q; You hove peraooiUy bUmad Scohaii and aald that 
the Brahmin la fl^iig Ui las battle. 

A: Well, actually Seshan in rtot so bad as he is being made 
out to be. 

Q: What if FreddeiM's Rule la impoacd after your Urm 
expire* 00 15 March? 

A: Let them make any rule. I am ok. In fact, it is my request 
that whether it is Delhi or any ocher state, elections should 
be held under President's Rule. If there is any shame left in 
these leaders, let them do this. And I am saying you can set 
a precedent with Bihar. 


A: VioUnct kahan nahin 
Houi^ Violence is everywhe^ 
re. Under Jagannath Mishre, 
six people were murdered 
from the minority ernnmu- 
nity in his segment on poll 
day. It's happened in Andhra 
and now in Manipur too. 

Qt Surdy, that's an excuse, 
notaaexplanatJoo. 

A: See. I've just come from 
Randu by road at ni^. 
N<»bing happened. I am tra¬ 
velling everywhere in the 
ataie. Everywhere, it is peac* 
ety. 


Q: What If yoB are 

iMtioiial leaden don't (ww 
any support at the graes-roots 
level. That is why they are after OM. 
That is the truth. That is the reaUty. 
an these parties will have to pay a 
prfca. The people are very angry. 
The whole thing is becoming a 

ff 


Q: Just the other day, NItlah Kumar's beUcopter wm 
attacked. He say* It was aa attempt on Us life. 

A: Everyone is flying around in helicopters nowadays, lao* 
ding anywhere feel like. How can the police be every- 

when. I can't take the reapocaibUicy fgc anyone ilnvwiiig 
a stone. 

Evcq when I fly, 1 see children throwing stooe* ai the 
rtw^er ifi the sky and nmniog behind it Nltisfa U only 
tiying toget looe publicity. 

If (he masses are with you. there can be oo greater 
Mcuiity. Why aren't people lOMking me? I am alto travel- 


asked to bead a caretaker 
Itovtrnmenl? 

Ai 1 don’t warn lo be any 
caretaker. 

Q: 'Hiere b uik of the dec- 
tkms being hirther 
poalpoocd. 

Ai Whatever (hey say. who 
can guareniee that not a 
single person will be killed 
under President's Rule? 
Don't make oul Bihar (o be 
Pun>ab. By saying all this 
(hey are insulting Bihar. All I 
am saying is that please 
don't make ii Punjab and lei 
ii go into the hands of extre- 
mills. Anyway, I am (he chief of the stale — why doesn't 
anyone come and ask me in which caisiiiuency elections 
arc to be held first? Why don't they enquire whai arrange¬ 
ments the swe made? Why don'i they consult me? 


Qt Have you met SeshtB? 
A: No. 


Q: Why? 

A» I don't think he wants to meei me. Perhaps h is againsi 
Ihe code of conduct. 


■WPST la-HMMA ym 
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Why do the media encourage this? 


m 


Controversies can be 
genuine. But they can 
be created too. There 
are cootrovenies 
which go on and on. 
They tave no soJu- 
dons and create only 

biltemess. 

One such controversy is being fought 
on the edit pages of TTvArion Age on the 
issue whether Muslims should ipc^ogi- 
se to Hindus or the other way around. 
Leading the |>ack is diehard Hindutva 

c(riumni$t M.V. Kamsth who is able to 
produce ftom his fathomksa meniory 
and well-stocked library inataaccs c( 
Muslim atrocidea on Hiodos in the past 
and the need for an ap^ogy on these 
counts. 

Do you knowthat some time in 1670, 
Aurangaeb destroyed Hindu temples 


and msde life miserable for Hindus? 
During the earty days of the reign. 
Akbar forcibly convened Hindus lo 
Islam. Shah Jahan was not much befter. 
Thus It goes on and on. 

1 am not a scholar in the Kamath 
mould. Bui 1 Of\en wonder why these 
ioieJIectuals who know so much about 
what h ap p en ed several centuries back 
art blind to whal ii happening around 
(hem today. The modern^y prejudices 
and dislike among Hinc^ towards 
Muslims arc hightmuig and growing 
day by day. Muslims are discriminated 
against in every walk <rf life. 

How many Muslims are allowed to 
enroll in cooperative housing societies 
run by Hindus? There is the tendency 
these days fof Hindus to avoid Muslim 
doctors and iurgeons who are forced to 
treat only meters from their own 


community. 

Mind you, men like M.V, Kamadi can 
<)uote instances of discrimination again¬ 
st Hindus which h^pened several centu¬ 
ries back. But I can quote instance arier 
instance of what is h^’pening today, that 
ux) in the 'cosmopolitan' city of Bexn- 
bay. Ihe housing society when I live tur¬ 
ned down die low-priced and highly rea- 
son^e offer from a cable operator only 
because he was a Muslim, ^tead. they 
opted a Hindu whose services are Qoc 
at all satisfactory. 

Such prejudi^ exist at every level. 
But the Kvnalhs harp on the theme of 
'appeasement* of the Muslims despite 
stadatics which tell their own st<»y. Do 
Muslims challenge Hindus in admis¬ 
sions to professional colleger, govern- 
mat and private jobs? Hew many 
Muslims practise mediciDe. law and 
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vctHttccure or nuke thdr 
markinjounulism? 

Quite (rftcn. they are 
rejected for jobs for 
which (hey are qualified, 
only on account of their 
rtli^on. And whoi com* 
mu^ riots take place, it 
is the poovtst amon^ the 
MusHmi who lose their 
homes, families and ren¬ 
dered destitutes. 

I am sick and tired of 
these 'intellectuals' who 
continue to rake up instan¬ 
ces from the past and m y 
demand that Muslims 
apologise. How right is the heading to 
tht Kamath outburst, 'There is no run¬ 
ning away from the sins of our forefa¬ 
thers. nor can history be ignored'? 

But we have to getaway from our fore¬ 
fathers* sins because tolerance is the 
need of the hour. This cannot be 
achieved if the Kamaths and Shouries 
are allowed to spout their venom. Edi- 
(ora who handle edit pages should 
impose a ban on these anicles, at least 
for die lime being when the communi- 
ties are snarling ai each other. 

We lack the maturity and clear thin¬ 
king to decide as to who should aptdogi- 
se to who. H (story is being used as a con¬ 
venient weapon to prcppagate individual 
likes and dislikes. In a turbulent nation 
like India, it is the present which mat¬ 
ters. Men who art old. bitter and swayed 
by communal feelings should not be 
allowed to pollute ^ minds of the 
young. 








I Mi Aniii Showto: a^Mdiig VMM 

Instead of using history selectively to 
malign other communities, why don't 
we kam ccnaln basic leases from it? 
The Mughals were able to consolidate 
their power in India only because the 
Hindus were not united. If the Hitidu 
kings had fought side by side, the armies 
of Baber and his successors would hive 
been im pecking. Venomous outpou¬ 
rings from the likes of Kamath can only 
divide our fi^lc democracy lod make 
the future insecure for the younger 
generation. 

Birthday and batting 

Other media events were Momji 
Desai's one-hundredth birthday and (he 
betting scandal in crkket The birthday 
celebrations were well-covered. Several 
newsp^cTS and some of the editors clai¬ 
med to have 'secured* eadusive inter* 



# 


views with the former 
Prime Minister. All they 
could ask was four or five 
questions on the stale of 
the country, the Gandhi- 
an influence and so on. 

Son Kanb Desai had 
vetoed controveraitl 
questions and answered 
more questions than his 
father. So. the media 
went to town on the 
‘Mofwji Diet* with 
details differing from 
p^er to paper. For once. 
Morarji ^ a good press. 

Probably deserved it too. 

As for (he b^ng scandal. The 
Telegraph and TV Sunday Observer 
fired bener than others. Both (he pwers 
carried accounts on (he activities or the. 
bookies operating from Bombay. Well, 
betting by luelf is not • crime, but was 
there a link between die betting money 
and die players themselves? Is it possi¬ 
ble to bribe the players and could that 
affect the result of a match? One would 
have thought that H would be easier to 
change the result uf a match by bribing 
the umpires. A couple of bad decisions 
and the course of a match could be 
changed. 

Mora nowologood 

nowo 


Unlike die unreadable Sunday 
i^rvi>»v of The Times of India, tV 
Express magazine has 
improved dramaikally 
and offers some worth¬ 
while reading. Thank 
God, it is not intellectual 
nor is it frill of stuff from 
foreign newspapers. One 
recent lead stdiy which 
caught my attention was 
on die Tirupati temple 
and its staggering ear¬ 
nings. 

Believe it or not, 
focussing <m news suxies 
and giving more details 
is not a bad idea ai all. 
Why should Sunday 
I reading be monopolised 
I by unreadable colum- 
I nisu and wishy-washy 
6 stories? • 


$ 


sweAYis-it 
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Cleaning up 


A Delhi organisation shows people how best to deal with garbage 



N mwued by the sight of garbtge 
lying uncleared on (be screeu. t 
group of Delhi citizens bts deci* 
ded to take matters into iu own hands 
and clean up after evoybody. 

Srishti, a nM^profit. Delhi-based 
organiaatioo commioed towards wor¬ 
king for a greener and cleaiter Delhi, has 
un&uken (be task of colony-wise col¬ 
lection of garbage wi(h the active panici- 
pation of not just the residents. bM also 
dK unorganised rag-picking trade. 
Here's how it woriu. , 

Srishti gets in louch t|||^ 

with the rag-pickers to I n 

min a responsible person a I 
togofK»irihouse(ohouie \ W ^ 
in a demarcated area, col- I 

lecting garbage in the 
morning. This cotlector V#j|9 
has in mm two to six hel- 
pen, depending on the 
number of households 
serviced. The residents’ 

associations provide the 
garbage workers with uni- 
forms, gloves and ^ Jj 

bandcirts. ^ 

Mid-moming is 
sorting-out time. Carba- ' 
ge (hat can be recycled is 
sold — the profit goes to 
the collector — and what - 


can't be is deposited either in municipal 
dumps or in a compost pit. The organic 
manure from the pit can be used d ther as 
fertiUier for the cmninunicy ptric. or sold. 

All this comes for i nominal monthly 
fee rfRt 15 per resident, payable to the 
collector. 

The prognmnie. however, is not 
without its stumbling blocks. Chief of 
these is a reluctance to cough up the fee. 
S^s Idbal Malik, primatologist and also 
director of Srishti. "At present, the pro¬ 


income of collectors. On an avenge, a 
collector could make Rs 5.000 a atooth 
(not including whet he makes from sel¬ 
ling recyclable garbage). But he must 
also pay his workers anyOting from Rs 
1,000 to 1,500 per month. 

Says Ajay. the collector at the Asiad 
Villa^ complex, "I used to earn the 
same amount woricing as a garbage 
supervisor for a private firm. The sala^ 
was secure and I would prefer to once 
again work there . " 


ButDharamvir.checol' 

5 lector at Nizamuddin 
(east) where the program¬ 
me was only recently 
inaugurated, is all enthu¬ 
siasm. C^aramvir 
already services 600 
households. '"I thorough¬ 
ly enjoy my work as Ais 
programme lends respec¬ 
tability to the job of col¬ 
lecting garbage."' he says. 

Delhi generates 3,8S0 
tonnes of gartiage ^ily 
of which 2,420 tonnes 
gets cleared by the MCD. 
The rest Jyst lies around 
until it is eventually 

Moreover, the MCD"$ (and the 
country "s lone) incinerator is currently 
inoperable and its composting plant shut 
down. Cleariy. it just cannot keep the 
city clean. 

Cleaiiy. too. Srishd's programme 
comes Just in time. Starting out on an 
experimentai basis at the Asiad Village, 
the ^gramme has now been initiated in 
four more colonies; Vasant Kunj. Niza- 
muddin (east). Greater Kaita^ and 
Ashoka quarters. 

"Whai is lequired is to make the resi¬ 
dents of more and more colonies con¬ 
scious of the fact that garb^ ne^ to 
feature on their priority list," says Malik. 
"AcUtudjnal chwges am a must even 
though (hey are slow to come by." 

But come they will, when city people 
see the benefits of the example set by 
others, and of cleaner suiToundings. • 


Srlsfati'sIqbftJ Malik says the 
pn^ramme pays rag-pickers to 
dear and sort nibMsb Into what 
b recyclable and what can be 
turned into fertUber 


gramme is partly funded by the Munici¬ 
pal Corpo^OQ of Delhi (MCD) but my 
ultimate aim is to do away widi any kind 
govonmem funding.' 

Thai, cleariy. will not be easy. In the 
Asiad Village residential coapltx^ 
where the programme began a year ago. 
214oCtbe 864 households, for instance, 
haytyeito join. This is de^ie the fact 
most of (he generally well^ieeled 
rasidents pay into Rs 900 a year for 
maintenance yio their residential 
association. 

Then there is die uncertainty in the 
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rhey haunt the 
compounds of 
temples and 
mosques, 
setting up 
acketsaround . 
the religious 
compulsions of 
alms-givers 







W hen the light tunu red 
St i croa&i Ag on Cilcut- 
ts's Chowfinghee 
Roitd, A &msll, spfy 
figure of indetenmiiA- 
(e Age msy be seen darling from cat 
car, eUmouring for (he wtenuon of its 
occupanu. Whether money is fonheo- 
ming or not. he nios educated evnes on 
his captive audience, calling their gene¬ 
rosity, ancestry, and chances of any fuiu • 
te happiness into question. 

It is true that his left arm is grotesque¬ 
ly malformed, but he is no more handi¬ 
capped than other, hobbled figures you 

K ! dragging ihcmseivcs across Calcut- 
(lawless roads (o offices and facto¬ 
ries where they slog with honour for a 
living. 

He could join their respectable ranks, 
hut he’d be a fool to. Tlv; average full- 
lime elert-cum-iypist in the city earns 
about Rs 750 a month. Our nun in 
Chowringhce makes an 
impressive R$ 3.000. rkK 
counting food and a root 
over his head from 
sundry charitable institu¬ 
tions in (be city. 

The Sfvoitrs (wor¬ 
ker) of Gurdwara 
Bangla Sahib in Delhi 
have a problem coping 
with (he peralslent throng 
of beggars in the temple's 
courtyard. Not only have 
they mide the compound 
I heir home, they engage 
in pickpocketing and 
h fling from the nearby 
'hi>ps. Violence is com¬ 
mon and on 10 Felmjary 

this year, a drunk be gg ar 

<i3!ticd another. 

When one of the 
\evadars, Balvinder 
^ingh. tried to evict one 
of the encroachers who 
was making more than 
ihc u sual nui.sAf ice of hi m- 
the beggar fell free 


In the absence of the 
will to work, more and 
more people are taking 
to this viable profession 


to resort. “Look, wbal you earn 
in a month. I make in a day. so don'l 
threaten me.* 


^^catain species of human being is 


imposed 10 spend life on Ihe charily 
and (Oil of another. At the upper end of 
the soda] scale, he (ake« the fonn of (he 
man who forgets to pick up (he lab for 
his companions at the bar. Lower down 
in the straia. he lakes to die streets, confi- 
denl Ihat Ihc religious compulsion, 
supcfstilionor hooesi-lo-goodncss gerte- 
rosiiy of the working citizen will ensure 


*• 


thtt he will never have to work for a 
living. 

TIte latter land of parasite does not 
count among the nation's unenqdoyed. 
There are daily wage-earning jobs going 
for coohes on consinaction sites, clea- 
sera in factories, tea-boys in small-time 
eateries and. heaven knows, there are 
people who *d be grateful fordaykindof 
help in domesbe chores. But these ope¬ 
nings enjoin hard work on ihe employee 
and, to be fair, they don't pay very well. 
The beggar doesn't foci Sc has to endure 
either of those two drawbacks lo life. 

Nor does be particularly waot to be 
rehabilitaied. Authorities in Bombay 
have tried placing beggars in homes 
such as Aasha Daar. or missions nin by 
religious charities, but they tend to run 
away and rosume their lives on Pk 
streets. Says Raoji. one truant from a 
home in Bombay. *l ran away because 
the atmosphere there was resiridive. J 
had to follow rules and 
regulations ( didn't like, 
so I went back to my old 
life, which has so much 
freedom “ 
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There are stories, only partly 
confirmed by the police, &at Otey 
kidnap children to increase theu 
tribe and its earning power 


Peels Arilitn Mukho- 
padhyay. a Calcutu 
researcher who has autho¬ 
red a book on the city's 
pavenienl-dwcllers. "i( is 
not only food (hey are 
after. Money is one of the 
major charms of ihi^ pro¬ 
fession." And many of 
the beggars in Esplanade 
and around The Oberol 
Grand hotel, he adds, are 
employed by the local 
maBa who "kidnap 
children and sometimes 
maim them so that they 
will cui Sony figures 
among the daily 
commutm". 


Mukhopadhyay may 
feel that the improvement 
in the wage.s of labourers 
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Begging from 
beggars 
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IWtara »(kNSii^ low Iw oM 

Ae!». bu siii'i probMy tfBui ao. 

Sin bags thoM days oa ihi namw 
«itt$0wv isadtoo loihiH4 « 
mosQM offsbort Bofl^iy. Md» 
says she hift sun t bMr Ms Mm 
B ieonisbtMPWlasdB. 

In her youngsr days. tM nyi. 
sNIMdifii ifti ivlfcMemefBhih 
pel where Mis MI Me M and a 
Gcw. These wem loet to her when 
hrbu rt endBi M toeeecendmenie- 
ge (She h« no didm). She CMBS 
to e&v wlh relsifves in tot 




"I h.ul to 
pk\u1 \N ill) 
t the others to 


._ \ov\ I m oiu 
^ of iIkmiV’ 




Mm tanM M fl» ttMis 

«lMn ttKwasihfom MoflMr 
tM<n»B(tnnwBt 
5t» to bm bcgM oi tiM 
' ton«H 9 >w iMptoi Is 
•jaaW’sKwmM.iDrtoton- 

vtoriattOBbri 
siwngtoilwtati 
Btoitototoi 
totwto’ 

•awyMig.. - -v* v.? 

tWfbMHriMl' 

SMMa9.«^8«0 
kpittotaftol' 

Ttoir.toVl 





in bfidi kiln ficiories vid rwf coBstnic- 
tk)efth«s nsoltcd in fewer beggvs. bw( 
his obKrvaboo u disputed by the fio* 
dings oT Sbysffi Suoder Mwkhopwlhymy. 
who has beat rutfiing (he Beggar 
Research Bureau since 1970 in Calcuoa. 
AccordiDg to his cmfully compiled sU- 
ristics, the number of beggan in a single 
area oteside Calcuna. < Nomoghai of Sal' 
kia disinct in Howrah) has increased 
rnm I05inl9e0lo51lial995. 

Shyam Sunder views (he subjects of 
his research io a sympathetic light. 
They are a misled 1^” be says, "who 
cone to the city with high aspirations 
from the villages, and then go into any 
stream that is rewtfdsg, be K icgil or 
illegal* And (he responsibility for their 
fgie. Shyam Sunder places squarely ai 
Uk govemmem’s door. "No one but the 
govemmem is lo Mime for this suie of 
affairs,' he says. The 
Kbninistration has 
shown no interesl in reha* 
biJitaiing beggvs or 
checking (heir How.* 

A imI what about ihoie 
Hack legends dial 
have grown around (his 
community? Thai its 
members lead wild, estra- 
vagaM lifestyles quite oul 
of propoctioo to sorry 
visages (hey hold up id 
people's pity and braror. 

That Ih^ kidnap and 
maim children to 
increase (heir tribe and its 
earning power. Thai they 
place so great a value on 
deformity (hat a blind or 
crippled person occupies 
a wholly higher place in 
their caste system. 

(In a story called The 
Pruphei's Hair' in Sal¬ 
man Rushdie's Ecsi, 

West, the bMy rdk 
brings only a mised Mes* 
sing to two beggars: Ihdr 
dcTormed lin^ are 
rmmculously healed but (hey can no 
longer, in dwirchoseo profes.sion. nuhie 
any capHal of (hern. Ihey are 'fioptfly 
furious, because the miracle had redu¬ 
ced their eamiog powers by 7S per cem 
dKy were mined men.* 

There » also an uosuhatantiated (beo- 
ry that (Ik sofal killer, toe elusive 'Slo* 
ncman' — dr men who emshes the 
heads of slecpiog pm«menl-dwe)kers in 
Calcutta, u actually establishing owner¬ 


ship of pmremcot qace, an vea at 
ieaiously guarded and let out as paitkii- 
!ar‘beats' to beggars.) 

Policemen aod the beggan (hem- 
selves are the only ones who can either 
confirm these stories or lay them pro¬ 
perty to rest, but they're (kk telling, 
except under conditions of anonymity. 

Except for rare excquions such as 
Dukhit Sahai who begs ouuide (he Vic¬ 
toria Memorial in Calcutta, and who 
says (hat be will not have the open sores 
on his legs attended lo for fear of losing 
his clienlele (who clearly pay him as 
much oul of charily as (he desire tobe rid 
of a revolting sighi). 

T he (1943) Right lo Livelihood Act of 
WcM Bengal clearly slates (hat 
vagrancy is a crime punishable by law 
but at least one senior police oHical in 

OwifdMtoMrr 


Supplicants all in a row: 
pavement space is strictly 
allocated and guarded 

Calcutu feigned ignorance of it And 
asked whether pMicemen ran thdr own 
rackets in allowing beggars (o operate in 
certain areas in exchinge for a fee. om* 
havildar retorted. Tell me. where is 
there no corruption or bribe-ukingT’ 












FOCUS 


Too proud [ 

to beg I 


it file to a omaber of mnrtt.* 

Space, far ooe. Wtere would «U the 
beggars fQ» presuming there was • large 
enough poUtt farce to round them up? 
'Merely msiing them U not the solu¬ 
tion.* says Sii^ 


I And. presuming also 
(hat there is room enou^ 
in ourjails and homes far 
vagrants, who is to say 
that given time to cool Ms 
beets in chokey and pon¬ 
der over his sins for a 
couple of rnoniKs. a beg¬ 
gar will not return to his 
oM recidivist ways? 

Given (h« he has found 
them more paying than 
others, lo tegin with? 
The problem, as Singh 
says. *is a socio* 

economic one'. 

There are unions in 
areas where only a few. 
seket beggars can o p era- 
te. and they run rackets in 
farcing children to beg.* 
corMinues Singh, adding. 
*bul I still haven't heard 
of ■ proMem of this kind 
in Bombay", And if beg¬ 
gars have anything to do 
with drugs, he feels, they 
do it as users, not peddlers. 

The DeJhi Police have been launchii^ 
special drives to tackle the menace of 
beggars since I9M; DC <ciicne) Qamar 
Ahmed, in otk such drive, round^ up 
2,994 beggars in the city. These were 
then remanded to a beggars' home in 
ICingsway Camp. Staiioo house officer 
V. Malhocra at iheCoonaughi Place poli¬ 
ce station says there have been fort¬ 
nightly drives to dal with the problem 


Mhtii'kcdnvno- 

tedw^lioieeMto 


AfidasSufpjitKarPw^^aslha, DC 
(traffic) says, even if die strong arm of 
the law had something to act upon. **11 b 
not possible lo eradk^e begging ow- 
nigl^ This is part of (he vicious circle in 
which also Uls prostitutioo ard drug- 


There has 
been a 
perceptible 
rise in the 
beggar 
population in 
(he capital,” 
says 

police official 
V.K. Malhotra 


peddling, besides small-Ume crimi 
nals." The Centre proposed to introduce 
^'gislalion that would Ktnp puMic heg- 
utng in Delhi and the Union Territories 
1992, but decided to hold it in 
•abeyance. 

Says Bombay's joint commissioner 
police, M.N. Singh. "Bombay has a 
big vagrancy problem. Thera is a law 
gainst begging but one cannot enforce 


‘I Jun'l pttl 
nu h*i(uls 
(Hit U) Ih'u. 11 
poop I e o 
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Expenses barred 


V 


Kaslahasfreefi»d,lo^uiga9idRs2t5SOamofak * 


Standingonabusystre^inCilevt’ 

wttb e faraway^look on Ms ftce 
and a smite on Ills Ups is Kasto. a M 
hi his tats teens who halls from the 
Hovrrah district of West BerHuaf. 

Bom in a family where none of Its 
members had any |ob whatsoever. 
Kasla was teft on the streets to fend 
tor himself by a drunkard father and 
a sick mother. But die he dU not On 
the contrary, as he puts It 1 am bet¬ 
ter ^ here than I would be ai^whe- 
re else/ because hts food Is provi¬ 
ded for by shops in and around the 
areas that he frequents. 

Wiatever money I earn is my 
proRi/adds Kiaia and ha mefcee no 
less than As 20 to 25 ivefyday on 


i n the area, rou nding up 675 beggan bet • 
ween July and Dumber in CP 
alunc. 

Thix was a special dnvc because, 
apart from apprehending the beg^an, 
the Delhi Police also conducted research 
on the beggars as to 
where they come from, 
why they turn to begging 
etc. The results of the 
study are still awaited. 


The move was not 
exactly a plea.'mrable 
experience for the police- 
*men in question because 
when U^y approached 
the ^uatterx in the Hanu- 
man Mandlr and Bangla 
Sahib Gurdwara areas, 
they were entertained to 
some unsdicited drama 
from the beggars. The 
more adroit ran away but 
the women creat^ 
scene, throwing t|^ 
i n fonts aside otkI howfi ng. 

Malhqib points out 
thJ( theje^ been a per- 
ceptibie merease inq|^ 
beggar population in the 
capital in the last six 
months. Many 
migr^ints from Rajasthofto 


waakdiys and uptD Rs 100-150 Oft 
pidas and heU^. His (warh^ 
amount to ttaraSy nothing as he 
rtcpiOy points out. The roof 


Kaslft complacent about his 
IwofeaekHi 


cartik^ doss not mM b^ ' 
glftOOAlhastMsandadds. 
^Whari iJM «4ll baatM to earn 
this iM of monsyT* Though he 
quickly adds that T (Bd look ^ a 
job. but coidd Aot fM one." After 
taUng up bagging, ha hat not 
looked elsawhara as he is aware 
that no profession Is going to pay 
him for doing nothing. 

Though ha does not remember 
much about his parents, he does 
not m any way leel deserted and 
adds. 'All die young urchins of the 
street are my friends and there Is no 
cause for me to took for someone 
who does not care for me.' Though 
there is a certain amount of bitter* 
ness In hl$ tone, he does not accuse 
anyone of putting him on the 
streets. 


They ore able-bodied, their ihe pn>blem in that if wcUike 
women arc prctlily dnikd up in aurac* any action, (he devotees (in lempleT 
live cokwrs and carry bobiee in their areob) or social workers moke life mise- 
arms. So acute has the prc^lem become table for us." 

(hoi Mulho(rah taking it up jointly wilh Recently, when one of Malhoira's 
the department of social welfare. "Bui men took action against a pregnant beg- 

ga, woman for not 



Beggar women carrying babies are 
apt to pat np a hue and cry about 
inhum^ treatment when 
confronted by policemen 


evicting (he empoha pre¬ 
mises on Jonpupi. she 
(aided by a social wor¬ 
ker) rcgislfiied a case of 
manhandrfng against 
him. Later, when she 
mi scarried. the cose beca- 
Be,evcn stronger and she 
blamed Malhotra's 
junior for it. "The doc- 
w's report," says Mal- 
hotra. "clearly mentioned 
that the foetus hod died 
much before. If the report 
hadn't been in our favour, 
my man would have been 
languishing in jail." 

Meanwhile, beggars, 
that section of our society 
that holds a dim view of 
the right to woiIl. go 
scot-free. * 


Paia^/CaMtawtth 












In their good books 


Calcutta makes a gift to its bibliophiles 


W IlAt do Maduvi Putkh, H«ku 
Shah. Vivan Sundaram and 
Shanuhid have in common 
with a bookshop? Well, you could say. 
an. for one thing. So. an it was that set 
the tone at the opening of the newly< 
renovated Oxford Bookstore Callay. 
And if Calcutta has been a little late in 
coming up with a suitable place for iu 
avid reading public to 
browse in, it bos finally 
retnedied the defect. 

Dozens of school* 
chi Idren attended the ope¬ 
ning where, in a work¬ 
shop with four of the 
country's leading artists, 
they were ertcouraged to 
paint anything they 
pleased on the theme, 

'Everyofw is under the 
jpme roof.' 'Rte kids 
wm classes five to eight 
were given canvases to 
express their thoughts on 
white the younger ones 
worked on umbrella.^ 
which had captions in 
Hindi, like 'Aaj koi nara 
na hoga sirf bajana hogo 
(Today there is going to 
be 00 slogan shouting but 
only memmeni and 
music)'. 

'The children of the 
city need to understand 
the proximity between an 
and books,' said Deepa 
Mukhetjee of Park Hotel 
(the bo^siorc has been 
owned and managed by 
the Apeejay Surrendrs 
Group of hotels from 
1989 onwsds. In fact, 
when it was. closed for renova- 
lion. rumours were heard that this too. 
like so much else in this city, had deci¬ 
ded to move to greener pastures. That, as 
<1 lumed out. was not the case). 

"We want to give Calcutta a book- 
idKip where books for people of all ages 
are to be found under one roof." conii- 
oued Mukherjee and Preeti Paul, dircc* 
of Apeejay. explained that the theme 
of an was chosen for the opening with 


d)e inteMkn of helping childreo appreci¬ 
ate an from an early age. 

And because, as anist M^lhavi 
Parekh pul it. *A dkild experiences a 
certain amount of satisf^Uon on gening 
his work reviewed by professionals.* 
The turnout itsdf was so large that stu¬ 
dents were made to paint in bmOta » 
that all those who h^ come could be 


sdecied books on compact discs besides 
a mail order service whereby an indivi¬ 
dual can place an order for a book 
through the lelcf^tone and the bixk will 
be delivered on his doorsiq> within a sti¬ 
pulated dme period. Thm it also a 
screen and Koustki for a proper audio- 
vinial display at the 
bocAstore-cum-gal lery. 
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Schoolchildren 
were asked to 
express 
themselves by 
painting on 
umbrellas. The 
bookshop aims to 
be different 


given a chance to di^ay didr talents. 

Paul, who is herself an interior 
designer, hasdcMgncd ihe Oxford Book¬ 
store Gallery with sections devoted to 
subjects like women and romance, not 
forgetting a special seciiuii devoted 
exclusively to children, where a duld 
can even vi^a faviouhte cassette from 
a selection of BBC documenuries and 
educational films. 

The bookstore is also going to have 


Said Paul. "I want to re¬ 
create a homely, cozy 
atmosphere in my libra- 
'fy As soon as someorte 
walks in, he will be ser¬ 
ved with a hot cup of cof¬ 
fee and ericouraged to 
make himself comforta¬ 
ble while he sits and 
reads ihe book of his choi¬ 
ce." But. she reiterated, 
Oxford is no more the len • 
ding library that it was. 
And all books are for sale 
or in-house reading only. 
Tbis. she said, was due to 
Ihe fact that, "people 
were not taking home 
anything except Mills & 
Boons, resulting in the 
lending section degenera¬ 
ting into a romantic novel 
section, and that was 
cenainly mt what my 
intentions were". 

"An interesting feature 
about the library," conti¬ 
nued Paul, "is that we 
will be exhibiting the 
works of renowned pho- 
togra^iers and painters 
wid) tbnr boc^ and pen¬ 
cil sketches on dte reeks 
for sale. It is unique in the 
sense that exhibitions of 
will not only be held for 


this nature 
the connmsseurof an but also for dv futt- 
loving child so that he is in a position to 
appreciate good works.* 

AihI for book-loving Calcutlans. it is 
CTKOunging to be told that Oxford, <mce 
known to be the haunt of intellectuals 
and bibliophiles, is all set to once again 
meet their demands. • 


afM/MMt* 












wcdu i0d RDcc tbeti, 
the coypte have ranaioDd 
faiilyadbenve. 

They have eveo dwughi 
a rwt-so>ingemoiis way of 
spading more time together 
— sigmng up for a film that 
is bcng produced under the 
Sippy banner. 

However, if the Kapoor's 
record is aything to go by. 
it's hard say whether dds 
will prove to be third time 
lodtyfbrher. a 


osi of us 
know that 
Ratnam 

waited 

patiently for 
A.R. Rehman 
to complete the music com- 
poaitioo for Bombay. But 
whisisnoc so well known is 
that the »ought*after director 
ala held up production for a 
relative newcomer's dates. 

The lucky actress in 
4)iie$tion is Sonali Berwire. 

If insiders are to be 
believed, Mani Ratnam 
actually postponed the shoo 
ling scMule to accoovnoda*. 
te a daoce sequence with 
Sonali Bendre. And, of cour* 
se, critics wondered why 
Mani was wasting so much 
time on her. 

But that was before the 
pretty actress picked up the 
Filmfare Awaid for the Best 
New Pace Of The Year. 

And now. they are all 
lining up to sign h^. 


t was a sic^ that dtove model gsrifriaKf 
price that he Poofa Ban away from him. 


U had to pay for 
^ all that morn. 

>r likely that il 
was Akshay Kumar's antks 
—both on and off MoHro — 


POOJABATRA 


After putting up with 
Akshay, for close to two 
years Ban finally realised 
that she couldn't lake her 
mn for g r a nted. <How chuld 
she, when she heani him yd« 
ling from the rooftops *SeK 
comes naturally to me”?) 

And not content with 
merely appearing a fod. he 
had to go ahead and prove it. 


A sample of hss idiocy ticiog 
Us indiscrimmate flings 
with the Ashwini Bhaves of 


iheiodusoy. 

As defences go. Kumar's 
was a rather clever one. He 
denied that the break-up had 
anythi ng to do with his mune* 
rous affairs. He just couldn't 
give Ponja enough time and 
aneotioo, be said. 

We believe you. 
Akshay. 


f Karisma 
Kapoor is all 
that sexy* 
may, hew 
come she gets 
dumped so 
often? Bm. it was Govinda 
who walked out on her. 
Tbeu. wben she sou^ bel¬ 
ter hick with Ajay Devgan, 
tUngs looked encouraging 
for a while, but she eventual¬ 
ly found beraalf out in die 
cold once again. 

$0 on to Mahaye Khao- 
According to ifC 
-.^JA^nevine. spirits flew 
when Lolo met her 
dukhood inead at a filmfol- 
k'a gathering a couple of 
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Corporate ladder has its own demand ‘ 
professional excellence. You have it. Isn't it? 

Uncertaint'es and contingencies have 
their demand too < security. Life Insurance 
provides this to you. your valued employees as 
utell as to your organisation. 



FLAO 8EAR£R OF 
FAMILY SECURITY 
IN INDIA 



Lie policy guarantees a secure future 
It is a means of employees' welfare and 
employees' incentive. Salary Saving Scheme 
is an additional facility. 

Lie has a variety of Flans to meet your 
personal and corporate reguiremenis. 

Rrmoredetails. contactyourLIC Agent. 

A Trust you can trust your life with - 

Lift Jnsumnee Corporation of Jndia 







Library afloat 


The M. V. Doulos docks in at Bombay 



W ith the dem»nd for books in 
the country going up by the 
dey. ii U not surprising that 
M V. Oouhs, the only flo^ng book* 
$h^ in the world, found ii worth its 
while docking in M the Bombay port. 

Well into its 91 st year, the s>up seems 
determined to plough on long after most 
vessels of its age art scrapped. Pur¬ 
chased by her present 
owners, a German organi¬ 
sation ceiled Good Boob 
for All (GBO) in 197?, 
the M.V. Oouloi has 
seen it all. from being a 
supply ship in World War 
I. to a freight carrier used 
for ferrying onions, to 
becoming a luxury cruise 
liner equipped with swim¬ 
ming pools and casinos. 

Rescued for the 
seventh time from the 
scrapyard, the vessel has 
settled into what may be 
her final avuar—a floa 
ting bookshop. 


fertM titles, is equipped with confoence 
facilities and a bool^wf) deck. With sub¬ 
jects ranging from biography to cuisine, 
and family health to economics, it is 
undoubtedly a treasure trove for 
book-lovers. 

Since the CBA is primarily a Christi¬ 
an organisation. Christianity and world 
religions take up the major pan of the 


Jane Barlow of the M.V. Doulos 
explains the story behind the vessel's 
extraordinary trav^s. There has always 
been an Insariablc demand for books in 
Asia and especially in India. In hct, the 
shoruge of technical and educatiorkal 
boob is so great that people buy up wha¬ 
tever they get when they get a chance. 
Thai Is precisely why GBO came 
with the idea of taking boob to develo¬ 
ping countries via the sea route." 

The ship, which carries over 4 .UOO dif- 


The crew comprises 
voluotecQ/rom M 
difTereit riUHoii 
who pay for the 
experience of 
travelling 
working a1 

unique ship '*' 


deck shop, but this is easily balanced by 
a large ^Irben's section 

Pri^ are more dtan competitive, 
with the illustrated AUve M WtmUeHand 
going for fU 2tX) and Roget's Thesaurus 
for a mere Ra I2S. 

The reason for these throwaway pri¬ 
ces is simple. *Wc've got good lelalkms 
with puWisheryn (he UK and the USA.” 
says Barlow, expansively Often, publi- 
ihtn donate buob. in which eaxe the 
price charged is merely that of 


freightage. 

Part of the Oouhs ‘ experience is the 
ingenuity in price marking. All labels 
are in Douhs units. A hundred units 
^ual Rs SO. The idea is a perfect solu¬ 
tion to the hassles of relabelling books 
for different currencks. 

To add to the uniqueness of the £>ou- 
loi is the manner in which (he ship 
Is nut. The crew comes 
from SO different nations 
and all 300 of them are 
volunteers. Both families 
and singles are welcome 
and the only criterion the 
Dotf/or expects is that the 
volunteers should be wil¬ 
ling to wod hard. A 
small school on board, 
staffed by three teachen, 
caters to the children. 

"Wc pay to come 
here." says Barlow, *and 
moKi of the tlrrte we are 
und^taffed'V Part of the 
running costs of the ^ip 
are met by the volunteers who are them¬ 
selves usually sponsored by an organisa¬ 
tion, as only 26 per cent of the running 
costs come from book sales. It costs 350 
pounds per month per person to stay on 
board Ilk most people xtay for at least 
two years. 

Travelling to 77 countries, berthing at 
more than 312 ports and welcoming 
more than 12 million visitors has invaria¬ 
bly meant that the Doulos has had her 
share of memories. During its last visit 
to Tanzania, its entire stock of atlases 
wa<i bought out by the local Indian 
population. 

But nothing justifies dte need for this 
floating bookshop more than the inci¬ 
dent when (he staff had (o work two 
nights in succession just to replace 
buokk puiUioMxl by (lie National Libra¬ 
ry in Mahe, Seychelles. Or for that mail¬ 
er, the uner amazement of the crew 
when a H-day stopover in Mangalore 
yielded sales of 29,000 books, giving 
credence to Barlow's statement (hat the 
bask idea behind the Doulos was "to pro¬ 
vide books to India". • 
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SHUSHRAGOPTA 


News with a difference 


on current affairs 


S Wilh Tonight, (Mclfo TVHV lo audiences who ^ad never seen 
7.40 lo 8pm. Monday anything haif an professional. Though 
through Phdayi. not uniform in (|iiality. it docs have at 
Doordarshan has final* teaslonesiory wmh looking n in every 
ly gw itself a current episode. 

affairs programme ti will be interesting losce how Roy's 
which is truly current, team manages lo do all iu programmea 
Pnumoy Roy it doing on Channel Two without getting too stretched, or running 
what he was supposed to dci on ilie out of steam. 

jinxed Channel Three, and ii's already It’s simple enough to rewml events, 
made a difference lo the quality of dw 

news. : 

It is preceded by Raghav Behl’s ten- 
minute business bulletin, a^ich has 
been rescued from oblivion. It was pre* 
viously slotted at 11 .AOpm. an houi not 
exactly suited to abswting hot iip» on 
the stock market. 

It's good to see Roy on a daily ba.sis 
with news that is banning. His The 
H'orfd Thrj Wttk. even in refurbished 
form, had been gening quite predictable 

and in fact, quite redundant for those ' J|r 

who have cable connection. TH77V docs 

have the odd special story with a strong . 

Indi a angle which no one else has. bui on 
the whole it remains standard run* 

down of the lop events of the week ^ 

New Delhi Televi.sion (NDTV) also 
does a Sunday late night business pro- 
gramme. Indfx, on Zoc. The show has 
Ihe same si ick look which first endeared 


What's tough is to give them an edge. 
Just ihal little bit exira. which will com¬ 
pel you to tune in to the programme 
cvej> evening. 

The week before last. Tonight ended 
up showing visuals of Bhairon Singh 
Shekhawat calling on Ram Niwas Mk- 
dha to" update him on the latest deve lop- 
meni”. in relation to the kidnapping of 
his son. Rajendn Mirdha. from Jaipur. 

The iniroduciory sentence 
was the newsiest hit that 
Tonight had been able to 
.Vj^H gaiheron the kidnapping. 

: However, last week, 

k they had the Tamil 

Tigers’ prison break with 
Jennifer Arul reporting 
m from the spot, jusi a few 

V hours afler the action. 

Tonight may have a 
^ problem of plenty. It 

wants to span election' 

' / related stories all over 

India <Bihar. Manipur, 
Gujarn). non-poliiica] 
items (like Momji 
Desai’s lOOth year), 
world affairs and. not to 
forget, a weather report 
as well. 

But for now the 
important thing is (hal 
we’ve got a professional 
pulse on dU day. A 
non-sarkaart version of 
events in the country, on 
a rorkflori medium. 

Meanwhile, on The 
Bold And Tht BeautifuU 
Caroline has finally sue- 
cumbed to leukaemia. 
HHMS And it is only a few hours 
before she dies that ell the Tor- 
resiers come to know of the terrible truth 
of her illness. Ridge, of course, had 
known it for some time, though not 
much before her death. 

In Santo Barton also, misery is the 
flavour of the month. Eden’s been raped 
and the r^nst is at large. And true to 
form. Crua is going around looking like 
he always does: eomeone, somewhere’s 


Prannoy Roy brings 
news alive on Channel 
Two. And on STAR’S 
Santa Barbara, misery is 
the navour of the month 












FACING THC HEAT: chUf mimsttr Rishang Ktishing 


Back at the helm 


Rishang Keishing assumes charge of a minority Congress 
government in the state : 



MANIPUR 


If dcc(iors are meant 
to usher in political 
stability, the recently* 
concIuM Assembly 
poll in Manipur has 
failed in chat objec¬ 
tive. The Congress 
has once again mana¬ 
ged 10 come back to 
power, Rishang Keishing has succeeded 
in retaining his posiiim as the chief 
minister of the state. But political obser¬ 
vers say chat his troubles have only 
begun. 

F<^ one, the voters of Manipur gave a 
confused verdict. The Congress bagged 
21 seats in the 60-member House {pee¬ 
ling, however, was countermanded in 
one constituency following the murder 
of an Opposition candidate). The Mani¬ 
pur Peebles Party (MPP) came a close 


second with IB seats and the Janata Dal 
nominess were victorious in seven con- 
sdtueiKies. The Bharatiya Janata Parly 
(BiP) bagged one seat while Che Samata 
Party. Che FeJeral Pasty of Maaipdri d)e 
CPI and the National Peo^s Fkity got 
two scats each. Three Irtdependents also 
ms^ it to the new Assembly. 

Thus, no single petty mttiaged co get 
a clear majority, chough the Congress 
enterged as the single-largest party in 
(he Assembly. In a hasty move, the MPP 
got together with other parties like the 
Janata Oal and dtf CPI to form the 
United Legislature Front (ULF) ar*J 
R.K. Ranbtr Singh, the MP? leader, sta¬ 
ked him claim to form (he government. 
But Governor O.N. Shvastava paid no 
heed to his pUi and invited the Congress 
to do so. 

But deciding on the leader of Ibe 


Congress Legislature Party (CLP) 
pros^ to be a difficult task. In fact, 
trouble started brcNving on the night of 
23 February when the newly-elected 
Congress KfiJks met to elect (heir leader 
in (he pr eseoce of two central observers 

— Hiteswar Saikia, cbe Assam chief 
mimsler. uid M.M. Jacob, the former 
Union miaister. Radhabinod K^jam. 
the Pradesh Congress president, left the 
meeting venue in a bu^ when Saikia 
announced that Rishang Keishing had 
been elected as cbe leader ot (he CLP 
'’unanicnoudy'*. 

Thai should have been indication 
enough of the trouble ahead, but the two 
cemnl leaden did not attach much 
importance to Koijam's protest. In fact, 
Keishing went ahead and announced (he 
fonnation of a three-member minisoy 

— apait from him. the ocher two mem- 
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ben of the Cabinet were K<Hjani ind 
Dcvendn Sin^h. 

"No chief minister ever completed a 
full five-year term in Manipur. But 1 vn 
confident that 1 will serve my full leruj- 
re". I beaming Keishing told reponen 
shortly after he look the oath of office 
and secrecy on the morning of 25 Fcbrua* 
ty, But within hours of the oaih<iakmg 
ceremony. Radhahiiux) Koijam drop¬ 
ped a bo^shell; he sent in his resigna¬ 
tion from the Manipur Cabinet, 
plunging the Keishing ministry in a deep 
crisis. Ilte PCC chief said that he had 
decided to duit "in protect against Kci- 
shing's failure to keep the promise of 
making him the deputy CM". 


I UNSTABLE REGIME 


A Conortn 

povimBMt vtth IUslia«| 
KtMilniasMcliltf 
■litottr MiNM to pewtr l« 
MMlppr 

Bft wKkla iHMrt of tho 

nmrlRi-lii ceromony, OM 
if ttM nriolstm. (UdlmWood 
Kof]Mi, qiftsttif fovorimtit 
d«MadlR| tho pM of tN 
dopvtyCM 

Roltsli^IM.thtllRlo* 
nlRlftor, hOMMfs out a 
Iwnporiry traeo, M 
polltleal ob to fvofo say that 
KalsMiig will liavt pfofcla ws 
protrlog hit RkaJorNy on tlit 
lloaifftliaHMia 


Koijam'$ resigrtation got the 
Congress high command worried. As 
directed by New Delhi, Keishing prom- 
Uy issued m order making Koijam the 
d^ucy chief minister But the PCC presi¬ 
dent was still furious and rehjsed to take 
bock his resignation. 

‘Rtis got Keishing nervous as reporLs 
had it that Koijam was toying with the 
idea of joining the Opposition ULF. In 
fact, sbcfftly alter he quit the Cabinet, for¬ 
mer chief minister and ULF leader R.K. 
Ranbir Singh sent an emissary to Koi¬ 
jam. offering him the chief minister's 
post should he decide to join the Opposi¬ 
tion. Koijam said that he preferr^ to 
"wail and watch" the situation. "Hw 
fight has JUKI begun and I will not fum 
back". Koijam is reported to have told 


Ranbir Singh's enuss^. 

Uruon minister Raje^ Rloi — Nara- 
simha Rao’s truuUe-shooier—now goi 
into the act. He took a special flight to 
Imphal and on reaching thne. held mee- 
tiflg.s both with Koijam and with Kci- 
shing. What transpired is not known, but 
ai the end of the parleys. Koijam said 
that he was withdrawing his resignation. 
And for the moment, at least. Rish»g 
Keishing breathed a sigh of relief. 

But the chief minister's problems are 
far from being over. He hi» been given ; 
one month\ time lo prove his majority ; 
on the Boor of the House. Though Kei* ; 
shing claims that he has iftt support of | 
31 MLAs. a lot could happen between ' 






nC KACC-MMCDk Rojtsh Piiot 

now and the time when be seeks a trust 
vote. The chief minister has announced 
thuiiipuiiluld be expanding his ministry 
socintHis dim dearly is to get as many 
MLAs as possible into the Congress. 

But the real challenge to Kdshing’s 
position is from his own partymen. The 
veteran Congress leader. Dr L. Chandra* 
mani Singh, was not even present at die 
swearing-in ceremony. And though 
Radhabtnod Koijam has been placai^ 
for the motneot. he still nurses chief 
ministerial anibitioA&. And in a state 
where fkxir-lx^ng for power is the 
name of the game, it remains to be seen 
how Ridiang Keishing manages to keep 
his flock together. • 


Mfesion 




The police rescue the son 
of former Union minister 
Ram Niwas Mirdha after a 
fierce gun battle near 
Jaipur 

The Punjab militants 
struck again. But this 
time, instead of sen¬ 
ding waves of tenor, 
the move boome- 
ranged On 17 Pebrui- 
ry. in a daring opera- 
RAIASTKAN lion, terrorists ki^ap- 
ped Rajendm Mirdha, 
son of Ram Niwas Mirdha from Jaipur. 
Rajasthan. The abducuon was carried 
out with such fuMsse that even the fami¬ 
ly members of Mirdha did not realise 
that he was taken. A lele^one call to 
Mirdha's wife at S.40 in the mornings 
about an hour and half after the incident 
^ revealed that he was abducted. 

The caller also revealed that Ri^ndra 
Mirdha will be freed only if Ocvinderpal 
Singh Bhullar. the deputy commander 
of the Khalistan Ubeniiion Force 
(KLF), was released frem police 
custody. Two months ago, on his return 
back from Germany. Bhullar was 
packed up fnan the Indira Gandhi Inter¬ 
national Airport, Delhi, by the cops. 
Since then he was in police custody. 

Bhullar was a wanted man. The list of 
charges include attempt to murder 
Youth Congress presid^t Manindeijlt 
Singh Bitta, kidnapping of the Romani¬ 
an ambassador in India and abducuon of 
a Delhi-based industrialist for ransom. 

initially, the kidnapping was attri¬ 
buted to .family feud or some business 
dispute. A businessman by profession. 
Rajendre Mirdha was not in active poli¬ 
tics. Moreover, he was under constant 
medical attention ever since he met with 
an accident in 1990. All. these made 
Rajendra a soft but ruky hostage to lake. 

Acting on a tip-c^ from the Punjab 
Police dial Bhullar had operated for 
some time fnm Jaipur before Heeing 
abroad and had stayed in the newly deve¬ 
loped Mansaiovar colony, the Htaie poli¬ 
ce sealed all the outlets from the ci ty and 
began a door-to-door MUirch. On 23 
Fehniify, Ram Niww^ Mirdha received 
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SAFE AND SOUND 


Kingmakers 


Independent candidates 
may decide who will form 
the government in the state 


rebruary. specula- 
tiom are now being 
made aa to who will 
form the government. 
Early indications are 
that the large number 
head. One of the kidnappcri — lucr ^ Independent candidates will he the 
kkntiried » Hamek Singh Bhapp, who decisive factor. In the fray are 1,876 
was wanted for severd cases of monlcr Independents. 11>e number was ].29\ in 
and kidnapping — escaped with a 

female companion and a child. Rajcndra Pobbeal obsen^era do not rule out a 
Mirdha was rescued unhun Assembly with the Bharat!ytiana- 

Two cases containing Rs 62.5 lakh lo ^ emerging as the single- 

cash and three AK.47 assault fiOcs were followed by the Congress, 

recovered from the hideout Moreover, a ^ " ^1“’ 

clue leading to arKHher terrorirt hideout ^ ^ 182-membCf House, For 

^t 15 km away in Vaishali Nagar ^ ^ Independents may 

was also found come tn the way of official candidates. 

When ihf pot"--* nided «« hMi« ™''"* Congress in the «Ute is 

VniihjIiNigar.lhevfound*goodquin- “O™** a*"**' *«> survivsl. The 

tiiy of RDX e»plo*ive. in tddiiion to P®"*" *’> dissidence. There are 

sotne immunitioo and an AK.47 rifle. '*> candidates contesting *.s 
There were also sophisticated high- Independems. ll is also possible that in 

frequency iransmirteni. remote control “■*. “ ‘'“'“"I ,'** 

equipmeniandmaterialforpullingloge- Congressmen and those 

ther bombs belongrng to (he ianau Dal (Gujarat) 

But whai iolied the nUmg police "“>■ P»" >" f“‘-^-’-member 

team was a leather bag wKh -omiium Congress govemmeiM could survive in 
235 MR 1001 made in USA-embossed the Assembly only afleril was propped 
on It. The Union home ministiy and the “P <>7 *« 70-membei Janata Dal (G) 
Prime Minisier-s Office was immediate- grogpofthelwChi^bhaiPatel. 
ly infMTiied. Eapett* from the Bhabha The mood in the BJP is only a shade 
Atomic Research Centre svenaiWP»- f»«ion»l>sm has dogged 

ned to Jaipur who tot* away the bag to ** P*^' « **''<=*' 

Bombay in a special aircraft. Later it *« Congress, 

was found that tbr did not conuio If the results of (he recenUy-held polls 
the radioactive matenil. in 53 muAKipalities are any indication. 

The prime suspects in Minfita kidnap- the mmorities are likely to su^ton the 
ping — Hamek Singh Bhapp and Daya bdependcM candidates. And these can- 
Singh — are still ai large. of ih^ didates se likely to mar the prospects of 
are seasoned lenonsts holding Canadi- hmh itwt Congress and the BIP 
an passports. Most of the sogSosticated candidates. 

gadgetry seized from the htdeou( were 1( Is expected that voters to Gujarat 
foreign-made. Even QadiiD had a sub- (his tinw will return (he largeit-ever 
staniiaJ amount of foreign currency with group of Independents to the Assembly, 
him. This oolv reinforced the belief that And being the largest group, (hey are tlw 
forei^hand/were propping up terrorist ones who will be calling the shots in (he 
activities in the country. • focmationofthegovenunent. • 


GUJARAT 


a fax message from Rohtak in which his 
son ostensibly requested him to lake 
early action to get him released. 

At this point the police t^lkials and 
(he investigating agetKies urged chief 
minister Bhairon Singh Shekhawu — 
who wasperhcnally supervising the sear¬ 
ch operations — to do away with the 
door-to-door search. They fell (hat by 
(his time Rajcndra and his abductors had 
already fl^ the stale. Shekhawat, 
however, did not agree and ordered 
more vigorous search operatkm. 

On 25 February. Ram Niwas Mirdha 
received another fax message from 
Rc^tak. And within three hours of (he 
receiving (he message the police had a 
fierce encounter with ihe abductors in 
(he Jagatpura village near Jaipur. 

In (he ensuing gun battle, which conti¬ 
nued for about 30 minutes. KLF chief 
Navneet Singh Qadian was killed, (^i- 
anhadaprice of^wui Rs25 lakh on his 





NEWS 


Bang on the target 

Two powerful explosions on a train near Lumding 
expose the lax security network in the north-east 


cUl totd Sunday, "N ot only has no aept' 
' mtjjoot for Lhe CRPF been crea^» 
oven lhe existuig strength of the force tn 
the region is drastically cut on one 
pretext or (be other.” 

According to govenuneni sources, 
Asum. which requires at least 190 com* 
parties paramilitary forces, currently 
has only 30 companies. North 
Cachar Hills district, which is being 
used by the NSCN as transit and support 






.< if I 


^ Ramesh Cote had not of operation and the Masts on the Brah* has only 30 companies, llie North 

. < V been home for over a mapufra Mail only confirmed what the Cachar Hills district, which ia being 

I ; year. Gote. a CR^ various security agencies have been tel* used by the NSCN as transit and support 

/owon poated m ling about its striking capabi Hues. In bases, is short by at least 20 complies. 

Imphal. was loc^ng addition to its tradiiional strongholds in sources added. Ai a result, the militants 

forward to reuniting Nagaland and in the hill districts of have had a free run in the region. The 

with his family in neighbouring Manipur, the NSCN has much-promised inier-siite coordination 

Maharashtra when he uken lo operating In Assam's North among the north<asicm states to can* 

boarded the 5908 Dn Cachar and KarbI Angloog districutoo. bat militancy his been achieved mostly 
Brahmaputra Mail on 25 Hcbniary. 'fhe Two days after oi incidem. Union co paper. 

train was going lo Lumding, Assam, mlnisicf of state for imemal security Following the Masts, the police in 
from Dimapur. Today, he is lying woun* Rajesh Pilot rushed to the blast site and Assam and Nagaland have d^ided to 
ded in the CRPF's hospital in Guwahaii. announced that a special invesiigaiing step up vigilance in the border areas 
being one of (he 50 casualties, when two team would probe the Masts and, if while the RPF has decided to move two 
powerful bombs ripped apart the train's necessary, recommend a Central Bureau more companies to beef up the security 
first companmenl reserved for security 
personnel. 

Gote considers himself lucky because 
he survived. At least 30 others, moslly 
CRPF men. either going home on leave 
or getting transferred from Manipur and 
Nagaland, were roasted alive as two 
bombs, packed with RDX, exploded in 
the ill-fated compartment around 2.30 
am on (hat day. Twenty others were inju • 
red and some of them are still fighting 
for their 11 ves I n di fferent hospital s. 

The nature and timing of the bomb, as 
also Its placement, Immediately pMnted 
the ne^le of suspicion towards the 
National Socialist Council of Nagaland 
(NSCN). *nie target wa& chosen with 
meticulous care and planning. 

Dimapur in Nag^and serves as the 
only railhead for Manipur and Nagaland 
and (he Army, the Assam Rifles or the 
central paramilitary forces travel to and 
from these states by this route. Aware o( 

(his. the NSCN strategists apparently §00 TMXIBLf: /Ae i//-/ored train 

planted the bombs in EH mapur. 

The bombs went off when the occu- of investigation (CBI) enquiry. Pilot, on the trains and in different railway 
panu oi the compartment wcic cither who wa.< on his way lo Imphal to resolve stations, 

asleep or were about to doze off. There a politicaJ crisis, also promised to stieng- The blasts have brought in a sense of 
was a t wo-minuie-l nterval between each then security in die railway system of the alertness which was so far missing i n the 
bomb going off. The compaitment north-cast in collaboration with (he slate North Frontier (NF) Railway netwOTk 
immediately caught fire, raising suspi- govcmmcnu and the RPF. and its security agencies. A couple of 

cion that RDX may have been involved. But Pilot's announcemerns these years ago. the militants had planted a 
According to the director-general of the days arc taken wito a |w>ch of salt. For bomb ti the Dimapur railway suiion. 
Railway Protection Force (RR^: the last two years. Pilot has been lalking Most of the victims of this blast were 
"While only forensic investigation will about carving out a north-east zone for local Nagas instead of the security 
confirm the use of the RDX, the very the CRPF. in addiiioo to the four pcraoowl. 

nature of the explosion and the fire that existing ones, lo faciliuie the movemeni But on the Brahmaputra Mail, the 
spread in its wake suggest that it was of paramilitary per«^l within the insurgents were bang on (he target. • 
used by the mil I tanu .*' region once a base is established in 

Of late, the NSCN has spread its area Guwahati . But. as one scdioc police Mfi- tawMf 


# V* ^ A 








mmmomWOm£ith€ m^/ated train 


im 







Anew force 

The Akhil Bharatiya Gorkha League challenges the 
supremacy ofSul^sh Ghisingh *s GNLF 


~ I At last there is some 

' f ; one who may pose a 

' 'V serious challenge to 

Jt Subash Ghisingh — 

the Gorkha National 
Liberation Front 
(GNLF) supremo. He 
WEST BENGAL }% Quien Sherpa, the 
militant Gorkha 

leader who was once a close aide of GhI* 
Singh but now his staunchest criik. 

After his expulsion from the GNLF. 
SherpaJoined the Akhil Bharatiya Gork¬ 
ha League (ABGL). With the meteoric 
rise of the GNLF led hy Ghisingh. the 
ABGL, which used to be one of the mo» 
powerful parties in the hills, was virtual* 
ly wiped out. But Sherpa's induction as 
the ABGL working president on 26 
February is sure to give a significant 
boost to the party’s fortunes. 

Sherpa is very popular in the Sukhia- 
pokh ri and Manebhanjan areas i n Daijec * 
ling. During the elections to the Darj^* 
ling Gorkha Hill Council (DGHCl. Sher- 
pa had won in 1988 and again in 1993 as 
a GNLF candidate. He was also a 
DGHC executive councillor, looking 
after the department of industry. 

ALONE; 


After joining the ABGL. Sherpa told 
newsmen;" (just could not stand (he die* 
laioriaJ ways of Ghisingh. We differed 
on various issues. We did not agree with 
Ghisingh’s decision to boycott the forth¬ 
coming panchayai elections in the hills.** 
Sherpa feels that by asking the GNLF 
not to contest the ptnehayat polls. Ghi* 
singh has given (he CPl(M) a "walk- 
ov^ in the distiia. He had suggested 
winning the panchayai elections and 
then resigning en mas%f. 

He point^ out that almost all the 
issues taken up by Ghisingh in the last 
one year had failed to lake off. 1711 s was 
evidcni during the recent DGHC by- 
elections at the Bongdongra constituen¬ 
cy. Nearly 23 per cent votes were polled 
despite Ghisingh’s boycott call. This 
cou Id be a pw nier tu the fading charisma 
of the GNLF Ajpremo. 

Ghisingh is now facing chiicisnievcn 
within his party. In an apparent bid lo 
reshufne the party or^isation. he 
removed five GNLF secretary-gcnerils. 
including Sherpa. from their posts on IS 
February. Ghisingh went on to observe 
(hat this reshuffle was necessary to 
check anti-party activities. Apart from 


THE CHALlINGEIb Chiien Shtrpa 

Sherpa, four other leaders remained in 
(he central committee of the party. 

Sherpa predicts that more GNLF 
leaders will desert the party after the pun-' 
chayat elections. ’They arc now simply 
waiting. Ghisingh will ultimately find 
himself quite alone ", added Sherpa. He 
also feels that Ghisingh will be routed 
by 19%. 

Political observers feel that the 
ABGL led by Chiien Sherpa will enter 
the political scene in Darjeeling in a hig 
way only after the 26 March panchayai 
elections. And this may spell doom for 
Ghisingh. At the moment. Sherpa’s 
views are revunnahly clear. Neither will 
he al low the CPI< M) to spread it$ base in 
(he area nor will he follow the path taken 
by the GNLF. As for the no-man’s-land 
issue raised by Ghisingh, Shejpa said, "i 
have no doubt regarding the legal status 
of Daijeeliog. This area is very much a 
pan of India”. 

How does the ruling CPI(M) in West 
Bengal regard this new political force in 
the hills? There are reports to suggest 
(hat the emergence of the ABGL, with 
Sherpa oi the helm, is being given ewtsi- 
derabi e weightage by the CPi( M) leoder- 
ship. Already, with the ABGL in the 
field, the parichayat polls may not be as 
easy as the ruling pony thought they 
would be. 

Commenting on the recent develop* 
ment, CPt(Mt central committee mem¬ 
ber Ananda Pathak said that be would 
wait and watch the activities of the 
ABGL under the new leadership. • 
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other (han himseir in mind for the pusl. 

PCC vice-president Basani Kumar 
BiswaJ also wanib lo become the chief 
minister. He has teamed up with JB and 
would like the latter to b^k him up in 
case JB himself does not become the 
CM. FOTTier chief minisien Hernanan- 
da BiswaJ and Nandlni Saipalhy are the 
otbCT aspirants. 

Bui Cortgress sources feel that if the 
party manages to secure a majoriiy. 
there is no way one can slop JB frwn 
becoming the CM. In case JB decides to 
stay away from the tc^Job, it will only 
be his nominee who will gr^ the chair. 
Patnaik has reportedly identified the con- 
stituency from where be would seek 
entry into the legislature throu^ a by- 
eiecoon after mi^ng the newly-elected 
pvty MLA vacate the seal. • 


Evm Mm list MetloM 
Mldtikt plm,ll» 


Too many cooks 

Congr€ss politicions in the stole have already started 
fighting over the chi^ minister's job 


By the time this report 
reaches you, political 
fortunes will already 
be made and unmade 
in Orissa. But in the 
countdown to the 
Assembly polls, a war 
is on among the 
leaders in the siute 
Congress as to who will be (be next chief 
minister. W ith the party confident that it 
will secure majority in the state, there 
are loo many contenders for the top job. 

In compliance with (he party's deci¬ 
sion. Pradesh Congress Committee 
(PCC) president J. B. Patnaik has refrain¬ 
ed from contesting the polls. This ha.s 
kindled (he hopes of several aspirwts 
for post of the state Congress legislature 
party leader. At the same Ume they are 
a^rehensive that IB may stake his 
claim through party MLAs. 

Giridhar Gocnango, Union minister 
of state for plan and programme imple¬ 
mentation, is one of the promineni con¬ 
tenders. His recent statements have 
revealed his eagerness to assume power 
in (he state. During a recent press confer¬ 
ence in Bhubaneswar. Gomango project¬ 
ed himself as the next CM. He did the 
same, through a dissident party collea¬ 
gue, at the Congress' inaugural cam¬ 
paign rally held in front of (he Jagannath 
Ten^e in Puri. Gomango took great 
pains to explain that the party high c^- 
mand. Ux the first time, made a departu¬ 
re from past practices and made him the 
chairman of the stale Congms Cam¬ 
paign Committee, a post which should 
normally have gone to the PCC 
president. 

When as to who was leading 
the party in the current elected battle, 
Goi^go tried to lessen JB's authority, 
arguing that the party was now run by a 
collective leadership. Gomango’$ sup- 
pontr and forma’ Union minister Braja- 
mt^an M^anty added to the confusion. 
Speaking at the Puri rally, Mohancy 
tnade no bones about hjs elation at IB's 
xtayiog away from the elections. 

Piny men from the anti-JB camp seiz¬ 
ed the opportunity, dying to impress on 
Ihe media that Grange had teen pro¬ 


jected as the next chief minister. And 
that too when AlCC observers. Pnnab 
Mukherjee and Santosh Median Dev. 
were present at the rally. 

The efforu of Gomango and his sup¬ 
porters have done more harm than go^ 
to (be party's image. Mukherjee, who 
could not immediaiely con^rdwnd the 
message undertyingMohaoty’sremafks 
as (hey were made in Oriya — was 


took the emot Congressmen to ta^ dur¬ 
ing a pwty workers' meet in Bhuba¬ 
neswar. Mounting a scathing attack on 
partymenfor indulging In anti-party acti¬ 
vities. (he AlCC president observed that 
the state leaders were spending more 
time in Delhi and Bhubaneswar to 
/urther (heir own interests at the cost of 
those of the party. 

Former Union minister Kahnu Qia- 
ran Lenka is another aspirant for the 
chief minister's job. Lenka is seeking 
entry into the Assembly from the Cbow- 
dwti constituency. A sworn enemy of 
JB, Lenka has reportedly struck a deal 
with state Janau Dal supremo Biju Pat¬ 
naik to work in tandem in the post-poll 
scenario to prevent JB and his nominee 
from becoming the CM. Lenka has nor>e 
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Mind your language 


Bishnupriya Manipuris in the state want their dialect 
to be a medium of instruction at the primary level 


I Once again, ihe Bish- 
‘ / nupriya Manipuh 

' community in Assain 

VjLn-' up in arms against 

the state goveniinem. 
And ihe iuue this 
time ia the inclusion 
ASSAM ot' the Bishnupriva 

Manipuri language as 
a medium of instniction at the primary 
level. Rallies have become a common 
sight in (be Barak Valley, the commu* 
nity's stronghold. 

The agiution ia led by the militant 


Some lime back. Lokenath Mishra. 
(he Governor of Auarn. assured them 
(hat he would ask Prime Minister P.V. 
Narashimha Rao loend the intpassc. But 
the minority Bishnupriya Manipufj^ye 
not satisfied with assurances alone. And 
they have reasons to be cynical 
In November. 1983. during his mai* 
den term as the chief minister, Saikia 
had announced the introduction of the 
Bishnupriya Manipun language ti the 
primary level. The second announce* 
meni came in Novei^ttr. I99^V^" 
(he Assam Cana Parimd (AGP) *48 in 


(AGP) in 



FIEX9M MUSCLESt a road block pur up by the NBMSU 


Nikhil Bishnupriya Manipuri Students* 
Union (NBMSU). The NBMSU had 
postponed its planned IQI-hour road 
blockade in the Barak valley in Jani^ 
after chief minister Hileswar Saikia 
intervened. But the outfit is now prepa* 
ring for a showdown. 

NBMSU sources alleged that the CM 
has gone back on fai$ procnise to announ¬ 
ce (he Bishnupriya Manipuri language 
as a medium of iostruction along with a 
development package for the commu¬ 
nity. According to NBMSU president 
Anil Krishna Sinha. This ii outright 
cheating. He did not even cal) us for i 
discussion. We cannot wait indefinitely. 
Dispur should know that Bishnupriyaa 
can also Hex their muscles." 


IN TWO MINDS 


Tht rtn Mvm tkt MiltBli 

aidtBtMlMVriyi 

imiprtiluradrthr 


Tl» flllKiit fMsatt* iiioi 

timtllhiMirtMWMlNrii 
bBi BmmbM MroAictlofi 

■•iMtf Mructlfifi It tbi 

prtHVVlMi 


power But on both the occasions, the 
authorities backtracked when the 
Meiteis, (he numerically stronger main- 
, slreamofthe Manipuri community, deci¬ 
ded to oppose the move. 

"[he Meiieis also insisted that Bish* 
nupriyas were not Manipuris^ histori¬ 
cally. ethnically and linguistically. But 
the Bishnupriyas have reioncd. tracing 
their ancestry to the Indo-Aryan branch 
of (he Manipuris. According to Mano- 
ranjan Sinha. president of (he Nikhil 
Bishnupriya Manipuri Mahasabha, "We 
are as much Manipuris as the Meiieis 
arc". 

Historical references arc now being 
marshalled by both the communities to 
substaniiate their claims. The Manipuri 
Sahilya Pari shad — a forum of (he 
Meiteis — has referred to die Linguistic 
Survey of India to drive home (he point 
iKat Bishnupriyas are not Manipuris. 
Not to be outdone. Bishnupriya scholars 
have also reeled off references from a 
plethora of sources to claim ihai they 
belonged to the Indo-Ayrun stream of 
(he Manipuris. 

The controversy has clearly pui the 
state government in a fix. Dispur does 
not object to (he Bishnupriya children 
receiving primary education in their 
mother tongue. At the same time, it can¬ 
not disregard the Meilei pressure. Suikia 
cannot alTord to bypass the Meiieis who 
are largely concentrated in the Barak 
Valley. 

The Bishnupriya Manipuris are con- 
c«i(rated mainly in the Barak Valley 
and Nagaon districts and in neighbou¬ 
ring Tripura. Nearly two lakh Bishnupri¬ 
ya Manipuris are believed to be in 
Assam. In Barak Valley, there are at 
least 100 primary schools where Bish¬ 
nupriya children are in the majority. 
Wlttt has compounded Saikia s pro- 
blents is (hat (he Meiteis in Assam are 
also concentrated in the Barak Valley. 

The objections from Manipur are also 
being taken into account. According to 
Manipur chief minister Rishang Kei- 
shing. 'We will not sit idle if the Assam 
government reclassifies Bishnupriyas 
as another Manipuri race while granting 
dvir language the ConsiituiionaJ 
privileges." 

In the middle of the impasse, the Bish- 
nupriya Manipuri areas in Assam arc 
slowly becoming other hot spots. And 
the government is yet to come up with b 
credible policy option to defuse (he 
crisis, a 









ronk^lly enough, when ihe 
should hsve been aguinM the killer 
disease, il hits de^nerated into one 
between the authorities. Soon nficr the 
[ndion Council of Medical RcNcorch 
(ICMR) recommended thu ct>ndom% be 
made available to the inmates of Tihar 
Jail (0 check the spread of AIDS. Kir«in 
Bcdi. the high-profile inspector'general 
of prisons, has^ided to oppose the sug* 
gestion tooth and nail. 

(i> fact, the recommendations were 
made 19 the Delhi High Court, where 
two pbiilions regarding 
ihe prisoners' health are 
pending. While (he jail 
aulhorilies have dubbed 
(hem us liberalising 
homoiiexuahiy'. the 
ICMR is catcgtHic about 
the fact that distributing 
condoms among the pri* 
soMrs will help in 
checking the spread of 
AIDS. 

The controversy 
comes in the wake of the 
recommendations made 
hy d committee set up ltt( 
year with representatives 
from the National AIDS 
Control Organisation 
(NACO), the All-India 
Institute of Medical 
Sciences fAIIMS), (he 
Union healih ministry, 
the directorate-general of 
health services and some 
voluntary organisations. 

Broadly, it makes the following 
recommendations: 

* In view of the need to control the 
spnad of the HIV virus amongst the pri- 
iontn, condoms should be made availa¬ 
ble (0 (he jail inmates as a part of the pri¬ 
son* s ongoi ng health programme. 

* For prisoners in cuHth-eastem India, 
syring^ and needles should be sup¬ 
plied, if oecessary. 

* Blood testing of the inmates should be 
compulsory if they are suspected to be 
HIV-infected. However, ihen should be 
no furred testing or segregation of the 
inmates. 


• An inicnMvc education programme 
AIDS awareness should be launched to 
educate (he inmates so that they volun¬ 
teer fur testing in the intcrcfil of the other 
priMwers. Here, apart fmm the distribu- 
tHHi of pamphlets and medical literature. 
I^^urcs ore also rcciHnmended. 

The IC'MK has reacted strongly to 
Kir an Bcdi' s opppos it iun lu the distribu- 
ttun of condtunv inside (he jtkil. Says a 
senior doctor on the committee. "Where 
is the dchoie? We're not frying that you 


homoscxtMility? The inmales will then 
go around looking for Villing partners*. 
Lihcrabsaiion may prevent AIDS, but it 
will c'tHrtrrbuie a lot (o bomoseKuality." 

That homusciuality is a problem in 
Tihar iai! was reveal^ during a testing 
done hy the AIDS coniml cell at the 
Luknayok Jaya Prakash Norayan Hospi¬ 
tal in Delhi. The tests showed that about 
90 per cent of the Tihar Jail Inmates had 
indulged in homosexual activity at some 
lime or the other. In fact, several priso¬ 
ners even tested HIV positive. 


force the prisoners to get tested or even 
segregate them. We're simply saying 
that a safe option should be n^de availa¬ 
ble to those who want it'' 

The 'option' suggested is that instead 
of openly distributing condoms, the 
contraceptives should be made available 
to the prisoners dvough slot machines. 
This will not only maintain the priso¬ 
ner's pnvacy," reasons (he doctor, ' but 
also keep acheck on AIDS.” 

However. Bed! differs. She says, brea¬ 
thing fire. 'Distributing condoms t& not 
Ihe solution lo the problem. Instead, il is 
a pari of (he problm. Tell me. once die 
condoms are freely available, how do 
you expect me to check forced 


Kiran Bedi (above) 
says that condoms are 
DotthesfduticHitothe 
AIDS problent In 
fact, this will 
encourage 

bomosexualitv among 
tbe Tihar Jail 
prisoners, she says 


However, Bedt analyses dte problem 
thus. She «ays. "Ov^crowding doesn't 
lead lo homosexual behaviour. In fact, it 
checks it. When there are so many inma¬ 
tes living so close together, it exposes 
the proMem simply because there is no 
independence of living. On the contrary, 
if the inmates were living one-to-one 
then the problem could have been more. " 
And so while dv debate about whe¬ 
ther to make condoms available to pri so- 
nets or not rages, the issue of tackling 
the dreuded disease on a war footing 
hang.s in the balance Pretty much like 
the future oftheMOII Tihar Jail inmates 
themselves. • 
kMeUf/MewMd 


Much ado about condoms 


Kiran Bedi opposes the distribution of contraceptives in Tihar Jail 
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It’s showtime, folks 


CVMMT >S- 


It will soon be possible to shop and dine at the cinema 


mkgint going lo {h« movie theetre to iheones operated by the Village Road- 
and encountering not one but sia show in Australia. Singapore. Thailand 
aoditonums. each of them screening and Malaysia, is being refurbished at the 
a difTereni film. And restaurants that costofRs6crortloconvetl itinioaslx* 
serve everything from bouilltU)usse to screen. 1.800-seatconiplexandiseapfc' 
bautia vada. And even slick shops that ted to be functional by the end»sf>ihe 
offer all that your plastic card can mop year. It will Iwve a central box office 
up. with a fully computerised booking 

Par*fetched? Well, nut if Ajjay Bijii is system, a wall of vidM screens that^ll 
to be believed. 

And Ihere's no reason . _ 

why he shouldn't be. For, ^ 

Bjjli, the owner of Del* 

hi's Priya cinema, hu w 

enter^ into a joint ventu* 

hl’s Priya cinema and 

moUKr one in wMh AJJav BUU (^thePriva \^Bage 

Delhi (the exact location u _ili * 

of which Bijii refuses to KOadSDOp enVtttOIK 

divulge at (he moment). DKdtiDlexeS flit 

bay. Bangalore and COUDtiy tOftt wffl IttW dOOMI 

k U^irestannitt aad f 

oui bui (he ptesen. sh^ \ shoi^agcciitres usder tbe 
by State of cinema halls IS k MIMTIKlf 

a big deieiKnt,'' says ' . 

Bijii. ^Multiplexes 

shwid h^^lly change all (his/ And show dips of yd*to-be released movies 
to turn bis idea into reality, be is also and coniumermroducLs available at the 
holding talks with other cinema-hall complex, erffoomlcally design^ seau 
owners to bring (hem under his project, as well as eating joints and sho^ng pit* 
The Priya multiptex. which is similar aas. ft will also screen regional filim. 


AUay B4U of die Priya Vfflage 
Roardshop enviriom 
OHdtiplexes aMoad die 
country that wfll have dneoBa 
hdBa.resfanranMi and 1 
shoi^aecciitres under the 
ttiaeroof 


Him festivals and cultural jamborees. 

Not surprisingly, mul tiplexes have 
proved to be big Kuccesses in the affluent 
West. Trends in the West have indicated 
regional development in areas where 
these complexes are situated as they crea¬ 
te ancillary activities in (heir vicinity. 
For apart from being major lourisi attrac¬ 
tions. the govern ment stands to gain too 
— in terms of property and sales tax. 

The Him industiy has as much to gain. 
The current buoyancy in (he wuke of 
megasuccesses like Juntssir Park. 
Speed. Hum Aapke Main Kvun.,. and 
Kam Arjun has created considenU>le 
popular excitement about the entertain¬ 
ment pcKcntial that exists in India. Bijii 
now intends to distribute films from this 
year beginning with the exclusive distri¬ 
bution rights for 77ir h4Q$k — u US top- 
grosser with S2.3 million — this 
summer. 

However, it is not only the revival of 
(he fi I m industry that Priya V i llage Road¬ 


show will limit lisdf to. It also has plans 
CO promote Indian cinema in m^ets 
•broad. Big plant, one would say. for the 
big screen. ♦ 









trail 

■ Chief decbofi comm 
ner T. N. Seshan may have 
gained in Mature by way of 
his efforts at elected refor¬ 
ms. B ut the electoraJ candida¬ 
tes in Gujarat seem to have 
lost out. Literally. 

In Gujarat, this is precise¬ 
ly what has happened. $ute 
finance minister Mant^tar 
Sinh Jadeja feels more fit 
and trim. Another candidate 
i n Raj koi observed," Seshan 
has proved to be a wonder 
drug forme." 

What are these people ela¬ 
ted about? A 6 JP rebel candi¬ 
date has lost ten kilos and 
says his wife is very happy. 
Pudgy Govindbhai is now a 
trim 65 kg. His wife has also 
shed four kilos while helping 
her husband with the elec- 
lion campaign. 

With ^ code of conduct 
firmly in place, the candida¬ 
tes have taken to walking. 
Rebel BJP candidate Abhay 
Bhardwaj has logged around 
600 km in 30 days in his con¬ 
stituency. In the Iasi fbn- 
n ighi he was forced to walk 


at least ten hours each day. 
Jadeja is doing around t S lo 
20 km each day. And Kcor- 
ding to a woman candidate, 
"One more elecdon with 
Seshan around and 1 will be 
running like an aihleie * She 
felt that the Seshan therapy 
worked even better than 
yoga. 

So whal can we expect in 
the Gujarat Assembly once 
the results com^ out? Surely. 
a bunch of legiskton rarin' 
to go. 


TMcMnatlMma 


■ Looking good is in. And 
with the TV invading each 
and every comerour lives, 
are the legislators in West 
Bengal gearing themselves 
up lo face ihc camera? 

An orientaiion cuunc for 
the MLAs in the state has 
been introduced to raise the 
standard of debate in the 
House. Veteran parliamenta¬ 



rian Hiren Mukhe^ee has 
been made the citairman of 
(he Forum for Parliamentary 
Studies, set up for the 
purpose. 

was such a course 
needed? According to the 
Speaker of the West Bengal 
Assembly, the miyuriiy of 
the iegislaiorx earlier repre¬ 
sented the upper clasK of the 
society. They were lawyers, 
doctors and teachers. 

But now, a large number 
of MLAs who come from the 
gras&mois level have no pro¬ 
per knowledge about the 
working and the procedures 
of the legislature. The orien¬ 
tation course is expecicd to 
help them. Fourdi.scourscs 
have already been held on 
the<|uestion hour, budget for- 
mutation, parliumeniary pro¬ 
cedures and the Speaker's 
role. 

Moreover, the As^mbly 
library, with nearly 1.00.000 
books and valuable 
documents, is being com¬ 
puterised. On completion of 
the project, the library inCal- 
cuna will be linked (o the 
Parliament library in Delhi 
for wider access to parlia¬ 
mentary matenals. • 


























WUWDAY 

KUSUM BHANOARI 


BEGINNING n MARCH. /W5 


ARIES 

i2l Marfh-iOApnit 
^%pp<vtuni{ies to turn 
\^&pecial mierc^tis and 
bobbies into tucrwive 
money*making schemes 
may presem themselves. Bui 
you will pTob^ly need (he 
guidance of people who arc 
already experienced in such 
mailers. Backing and 
expertise should be 
forthcorxung. 

TAURUS 

(7Upnl-20t4Q)} 

Y ou may find yourself 
rather ilbat'Case with 
the world. Inner tension and 
self'Consciousness can spoil 
n>eetings and relationships. 
Your words and actions may 
be rather mechanical. Being 
nice to people can be a real 
effort. But you arc likely to 
to ease up aitd be your 
natural, easy-going self later 


GEMINI 


(2! Ma^2(i Juttt) 

G ood progress can be 
made with acaderruc 
work and self-improvement 
activide. i .* you put your 
mind to iL You should 
consider enrolling in study 
courses. Nothing is likely to 
be solved as a result of long 
journeys. In fact, they may 
j usi add to your troubles. 

Tuition in spcffU can be 
helpful. 


CANCER 


{2tJmt20July) 

O ther people rrtay steal 
your thunder. Don’t 
allow frustrations or worries 
to build up inside: you must 
find a sympadieiic listener 
with whom to talk over your 
problems. Older and 
experienced people may 
show you how to handk 
difficult situations. 


I LEO 


<2! JtUs'-20AHiHStl 

T his week will get off to a 
live! y start. New doors 
are likely (o open up for you. 
Responsible positions may 
he oBered by employers or 
superiors. You may have an 
urge to make some changes 
around (he home lo make M 
more attractive and 
comfortable. A liRle peace 
can help you gel your 
thoughts in onkr. 


LIBRA 


^2! S«ptrmbft~20 Octeber) 

T imely help can ccane 
from influential quarters. 
Clwnshed hopes and dreams 
can come closer (0 
realisaiion as a result of such 
backing. Librans may have a 
leadership rolejo play in 
group act! viiiof. Don * t leave 
ch I Idren loo much to thei r 
own devices. Avoid piling 
jobs that can be dm 
immediately. 



VIRGO _ 

t is best to work out 
befordUOd just who is 
responsit^e for whai. where 
monetary matters are 
concerned. Extravagance is 
best avoided: don’t try to 
impress romantic partners 
by throwing money aropnd. 
Someone may be spreading 
untrue rumours ibwi you. 


SCORPIO 

tZI Ocfobfr-ZCNovembtri 
ew work pauons may 
be forced upon you. 
You might find it difficult to 
kI^ to change. C^tdinoos 
still do not favour Icmg 
journeys. Look after your 
health. Put in some 
oveetime. Loved ones may 
complain about the amount 
of time you spend out of 
home. 



SAGirrARIUS 


fZ f N/ivtmber-20 Decfmber) 

Bxtravagant impulses 
Escem (0 be getting the 
better of loved ones with a 
consequent jwavy toll on 
joint funds. But an overly 
blunt ai^roadi to such 
problems can be 
counterproductive: a 
carefully-dropped hint may 
be more elective. 
Professiontl help may be 
needed to overcome fears. 


CAPRICORN 


<71 Ofetmber-ZO January) 

E vents may work out with 
what seems a complete 
lack of justice. Other people 
are likely to commit 
so-called murder and still get 
away with it. Unscrupulous 
people may find ways of 
avoiding tJu law at your 
expense. The recognition 
and appreciation that you 
deserve may be denied to 
you. 


AQUARIUS 


(21 January-ZO February) 

Y OU are again likely to be 
at odds with youi^f 
and the world. Youreffbns 
may prove to be more 
destructive than 
constructive. The very force 
and drive with which you 
pursue your goals can 
actually prevent you from 
atiainiogthem. It is 
important to relax. 


PISCES 


<21 Ftbnmry-20 March) 

Y oungsters are likely to 
be in a mischievous 
mood: guardians will have to 
find constructive aedvides 
in which to engage ibeir 
charges. Test the ground 
before committing younelf 
and Slick 10 (he known and 
tried ways. Thera ^uld be i 
reason to celebrate. • 
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sm mA 

Hfe nap iM ta Bonb^ 

aad .^epm ;«ia»\ fodd 
«e«b. «« 1^ yx&'i 
tetf CD te iffMtod. Bocb 
Liloo-Men. Sinht 





ind Seshvi tiurad luAcbn 
and diiuien and rouaded <k[ 
their new-found friendship 
by arriving logeto $t Che Fit- 
mfire Awards fiincewQ. 
Seshan also gave away ao 
award. 

And it was after hii itnm 
from this Bonb^ Hip that 
Sedian annoancod the post¬ 
ponement of polls io Bihar 
Now» Laloo’s friends and 
supporters are asking if 
Siitha had somethhig Co do 
wllh this decision. 


RoomtahrlM 

■ Interesdngiy, chece 
are some Cor^w 
l^adeia who have work bw 
DO office to hioctioo from 
Dnd (here are others who 
have no mk but stdibave 
office ao' ihenudm tt 24 

Tahi; iqc Insouce, the 
case of Ma^vsinb Sdanld 
^ Pniad..SolnU 
^ no( ^ heen glw e brief 
^y«d ' 'te 






RANDOM NOTES 


HEARD IN BOMBAY 


Tb«y kaow tiMy ean*t 



A BALO T.N. S£$HAN EXPLAINING TO A 
REPORTER WHY THE MEDIA 1$ SO HOSTILE 
TO HIM 


f 


Kenda. But oven for this te 
bee nowbes^i te« fvMcD 
from, hecttNPtaoreoom has 
bean aUecced^ tifrn m the 
party genera] ieotsary. 

On dM < other hand» 
Jhen^a Praaad comiBues to 
keep hia room at A ICC baai- 
quartvs thot^h jpeodi 
only two dayi (n a week^A 
Mhi — he'i in Lucknow 
for the rest of the week cw* 
lying 001 his reapoosibiUtiea 
aitheUFCCchkf. 


Bgc PrtaacTa sa ppo na t s 
frd that Ibis is a iBiek ol bft 
rtzasgcb in the pw^. Tb^ 
aay chat be*a as powe i fkl 
tod^ aa he used to be: hnao't 
the Coogieu pn^Hm 
asked Um Co rctaia MsfOQOL 
wbkh ia nert to hit own in 
Che Aloe ofIkeT 
Qeeity. only when he 
loses tbtL wdl pTMd consi¬ 
der dM bs's dd longer the 
poliUea] ■tvissrioChe Prime 
MtaAM. 


CHECK-LIST 


Who's saying what aboia elections in: 

Bihar 


■ Uli# TBiffV! 7M Brthrnin la flgUno the M 
bfftk lor «unM; N asys, but dociAT siy nCAeb Biahcain 

^Sseltan or NanrtrNw Rtf. 


■ TJL $MhMR H» poekensd siirtkm In 6Kw otr' 
Ihe oreuM that a Ires and fdr tiKtion ctfl bs hsM there, 
wdiie there to more pokes and paramidMy ereience. Hu 
asked for one nidi pannMry peraonnat to bi pDUsd In 

Blar. 


■ IMiliMBMr. The Samati Pvty Midar. wtn la 
hopehd of difartMto Uloo end lormtM I floverm^ 
hiepy. He doesn'tnHndX ijitf d eWthe chM n*^ 
when daegotf are held M wouM Bn Che ertdkM 
po^onU Mihr U eniuft lecudy for Ml pniVs 

CWvQKft. 





Seahv . But off the record, says RBsMMfr upu 
UlM. EWw way M loees netfii^ —Hbf Ceniraes beet to 
bew^ctAindli^. 



"tegh has been given a 
room io Udyog Bhavao and 
ii weidngiDiet some work. 
'Meanwhile, die PM k wor- 
tied aboot his faeald) and has 
caken it upon himaelf to send 
Dhwnb Sifl^ on a holiday. 

The day Singh took over 
Us new chaige aa a minister 
vdtboortnrtfolks parliamen¬ 
tary afUn ininiatv V.C. 
Sbnkla got a cal] from the 
PMO (Prime MifdMar'8 Offl. 
cc). kridog Usd to use Ua 
good oAoet (0 Rk a hoed for 
Sii^ wtee he coold have a 
hobdiy. The dimite nwtt be 
epoduBg and the surroun- 
ding! should have a calmUg 
ioftoence oo the minister, he 
was cold. Appirtnciy. 
Shukla had stopped Mmielf 
from asking what the 
nuoMier needed a . holiday 
from. 

So the lUiuscar for periia- 





aunlaiy {tod exus- 

pariiaineDttry) affaire is edit 
no die look oot fc^ a suitaUe 
h^id^ spot for SiQgh. And 
one desdoation wUch is 
hesflg cood dered is Got. It 
haeamKHiMrof hoielk The 
fO WBi n eiH will natunlly 
,ptt ,Jbr Everything — 
bUaittBkD^ it • RBflister. 
.aftkAe 

















hin. DBnnl a 



Swei.S.S. R«y. 

Coogrett poUucunt Crotn 
Wnt Bengal are amused « 
Ow pro^)eci. Ray !s ooc used 
io ^yiog second fiddle to 
coy one. In We«t Bengal poll- 
lice he IS equal. If not senior, 
to Pcanib. If Mukbeijee has 
aooBd academic crcdenuals. 

own are equally brilU- 
aot And wbat is morei be is 
six feet iwo inches tall, while 
praoab is five nothing. 

As an ambassador, Ray 
has enjoyed very close proxi¬ 
mity to the Prime Minister. 
He made it very clear in the 
past that he wouldn't report 
lo the exlcr^ afUrs 
miiQsicT. And this was 
further facilitated because of 
hU closcncaa to the fontief 
foreign secreuiy K. 
Srmivaaan. 


But now the boot is oD dse 
other foot. Tbou^ adoii- 
tedly a diplnnat of Mgh 
rml^. Ray is still ODiy m 
tmbauador while Mukhar- 
li a folMledgedmiaitn. 


HEARD IN NEW DELHI 




I? K BlMMld b# op«n 


A DISGUSTED BUSINESSMAN OUTSIDE THE 
PMO. ON THE PM'S ASSERTION THAT 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN INDIA WIU9E 
WELCOMED WITH OPEN ARMS 


f 


Apparently. Ray was 
genorou enp^ to be the 
Ant penOQ to ctiX Mukhs- 
jee to him 

fuvL before tbe ponfdtos 
were officially announced, 
and tbM wheo it was aonoun- 
ood o^talJy. But what 
If waitng with 

bbieibreaih. 


NosmoMiia 



And here's more, on 
Pnnab Mukhet^. 
He's given up ai leeat one 
ftvouniB vicehis pipe. 

He gave up smoki^ more 
then six months back. So his 
EriecMls were auiprised to see 


Iftaar parries in Delhi: the best and the 

worst 


fl AilBB ili^ A Hindu holds V) IRav It which a 
Ohristkan h Ow chief guest. Singh's pvty ummed up the 
capitars tftaar dipiomicy. 


■ P.V. NMahalM Rm Held one )uttlo hold his 
own with Aiiun Singh. Obviously, the sttf anm eflofl was 
Sonis Gindlu. She stayed for an hour, as against 20 
mmtftes at Ar)un Singh's. 


■ MNr Blivtaf; Hcie'sa man who loves rftaam^lt 
shows! Sevan thousand people at te nded Jaffer ^tahaf'a 
party, which had to be reachaOuM because It WK 
originally fixed on the same day as Prime MMUSw Rao^. 


■ NiRM HmpMMc An ifiar wWi a (NfRfsnce—R 
was only for women. combined interRitionii 
Women’s with hir tftaar party. Remit: I huge erow^ gf 

Rnpeec^ dreeged women who fen on the food—tN 
ubatorati out SonlilluidN weeebeem. 



.1 


Shan!uduhi*i 
Tve given up.", be 
bis ffieods. "U*s JPfd 
today." 

And sure enough, A^nr tjt 
Febiueiy he's ebeadodmbp 
pipe egkn. Pno^ 
jee wiU never loc^ rbe cgng 


pfOMMM 


H.K.L. Bhagat and 
Deep Chand Bamfiiu 
are now dm even od talking 
terms. 

A verbal alert bus already 
been aired to all members of 
Tbe Delhi Congitss agaiosl 
iovidng the two leaders to 
the same functions, lest dx 
Delhi CongresKD leader and 



NJLL Bl^: t 



die new chief of the Defo 
Pndesh Congress Cohb^ 
iee(DFCC)comeio 
Firewotka were i 
ejqrecred vrtien tbe, tw 
leaden were seen ea a wbO 
ding recently. Tbey^-^^ 
seen seated Ml the ism M 
but avoided lookjnit 
ocher. They MU ag.fim<^ 
possible and talitdd1$. 
supponen from 

two pl*C«. • ; 'I 


it 
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Extra Super Motor Oil (20W-401 


The Gold Standard 

















ipinning 


effect. Yom 


know youVe really gone overboard 
when your entire $urroiindinga nan 


Ultn4ted Lipstick. 


C<^gate factor. When 
you whl^ser sweet nothings to the 
lady on the ad^oiningber'Siool, does 
she recoil in horror like the ftm half 
of a Colgate commercial T If yes. 
resist the urge to order your twelfth 
Fortune Gold on the rocks. 


[f any of the 


your vision. You may start seeing 
double. A ^smaU* Fonurte Cold may 
appear to be a iarge*. Or you may 
see two (four ?) of the gorgeous 
Racquel Welch lookalike in dte 
plunging black cockuil dress. Not 
that it's any cause for complaint. 


(Pye contact. Look around 
and above you. If all you see are 
O uccis. Bal ly$ and V iccorla's Secret 



spinning around you. (Note: Ignore 
the spinning effect if you're dining 
at a revolving nightclub or atop a 
giant ferris wheel.] 


following thoughu start coming to 
your mind, stop drinking 
immediately r Amateur shoines, 
schooldays, the good old days, old 


lir^rie. chances are you're lying 
flat on yout back. Scc^ drinking. 
And politely ask to be carried out of 
the room. 


«..^Sofna Picaaao eyes. It's 
timt to go a bit easy on the Fortune 
3old when your eyes turn the same 
:olour as your date’s Paloma Picasso 


girifnerxds. old ar^ythings. 

double. Excessive 
drinking will do strange things to 


^ooe^ 









Ultra Aqua FuiPft 
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The ehow goes 


T he cover sioryon NTR 
wu a pleasant change 
from whai such stories on 
political leaders usu4Uly are. 
and much of the credi t for 
this. I think, goes to that 
master showman himself 


largeT'than-iife suiun; in the 
minds of the masses combi¬ 
ne to keep him in the news, 
even if for the wrong reasons. 

The way he runs his party 
U on abomination to 
democracy. Rm. the show 
was run by him and his sons- 
in-law; now. (he siaratinc- 
lion is [.akshmi Parvathi. 
Was this aJ$o done with the 
inleresu cf the masses ai 
heart, so that they cannot 
con^al n of geii i ng bored 
with the sameness of the fan 
served them? 

Our country has no dearth 
of pAiitctans who fai I to 
keep their promises — NTR. 
Pm afraid, cannot claim to 
be exceptional in this res¬ 
pect. However, he need not 
kose heart, for few can com¬ 
pare with him as farashistrio* 
nics is cuncemed. He has not 



(Showmen, 2 — tl March). 

NTR is, i» doubt, ooe of 
the most colourful personal U 
lies in the national arena of 
politics today. His grandiose 
style of functioning and his 


been a successful movie star 
for nothing; the Icssoi^ in 
dialogue-delivery kpmt 
(hen have served him well 
indeed 

Here’s wishing the moM 


successful manager of them 
all ttkother year of .sold-oui 
shows! 

CfyaM AanaeftanMx 
Nydwabatf fAndhm PraM/i> 

S Your cover !^I 0 (> on NTR 
vmacks of prejudice, dcptc- 
ling the Andhra Pradesh 
chief minister as a politiciart 
trying to perpetuate a fami ty 
hegemony of sons in the 
pany- 

The fact of the matter is 
That if NTR IS guilty of (his 
trait, so are most politicians 
in the subcontinent. In fact, 
so endemic is (he trait to (he 
region (hat we have accepted 
the dynastic mle of the 
Nehru family, which has 
foisted as many as Urree 
Prime Minister on the 
country in flKs'than 50 years 
of Independent India's 
history. 

We 6otii even question our 
leaders' pious hcmilies and 
ritual obeisance to Sonia 
Gandhi whose only claim to 
signiOcance is her Gandhi 
swnune. Benazir Bhutto. 
Begum Khaleda Zia and 
Sheikh Hasina are some 
other example^. If NTR is no 
exception to the rule, let's 
not crib about it and give (he 
devil his due. 

R9fmttJha.N9wMhi 


Too many 
guosU 


i have no adequate words to 
praise Rajiv Shukla for his 
strong article against 
Bartgladeshi nationals (The 
unwanred guests, 12^18 
February). He is rl^t when 
he says that “all parties 
should now rise above petty 
politics and try aj)d wo^out 
a way by which these peofAe 
can be sent to (hdr 
couDiries*. 

But alas! His is a voice in Ac 
wilderness. It is not mly the 
Congress leaders, rrunisters 
and chief ministers who are 
helping these people in order 
to secure their votes—even 



langlideilil mfugaar 

•Mhigto Mln’a praWonia 

the courts are helping them. 

The elections are a rcat 
farce here. In Bombay, about 
42.000 forcignen were 
allowed to vote earlier by the 
SuprcmeCouri. because 
they povsevsed a ration cord 
We ill know that it is childS 
play to get a ration card in 
India. 

V.iC OtyaMat. eombay 


No watting 
porlod 


A propos (he item Waiting 
for a date in Delhi Dian 
(26 February—4 March), 1 
have been directed to inlorm 
you that its contents (where 
it has been stated that Ae Sri 
Lankan High Commissions 
has been kepi wailing in pre- 
sentiiig nis credentials to the 
Indian President) ore factual¬ 
ly incctfrect. 

H. E. Mangala Moone- 
singhe. our High Commis¬ 
si oner, orri ved in Delhi to 
take up (he assignment on 9 
Febru^ 1993, and he pre* 
sented his credMtials to H.E. 
the President of India on 24 




















February l995jwodays 
before your pubticiuion was 
released. 

Furthermore, there was no 
need of any pressure to be 
put from the High Commis¬ 
sion for an early date for the 
presentation of credentials, 
since the ministry of external 
affairs. New Delhi, had ftxed 
a date fot the High Commis¬ 
sioner to present hi s credenti¬ 
als just 15 days after his arri¬ 
val in India. 

BOff ifytngoBB. eoifttmBor for 
the Mgrh Commtootorm. High 




ffipuMtf ofSrtUnko, mm 
Domi 


We stand try the story. 
Editor 


Pardon,your 
slip Is showing 


Wiere is one grave inaccu- 
I racy in d>e extract from 

Professor Rasheeduddin 
Khan's scholarly treatise 
{Spiit ntuiortality. 26 Peboui- 
ry—4 March). 

It was not Abdullah Shah 
Bukhari but Allama Enaye- 
mlt^ Khan Muhi^i (Indi¬ 
an Gduaciton Service) who 
hai led Puivab and had 


founded a para-miliury 
Muslim organisation known 
as the KhaksarTahrik. Atavl- 
Shah Bukhari was a 
Musi i m di vine of Punj^ and 
the cihij>-/-.tharjor oflhat peu- 
vince. He was also a staunch 
nalionalisi and wax one of 
(he founders of the anti- 
Briiish.nadonalist Muslim 
organisation, Majlis- 
i-Ahrv. A mass orator, he 
used to keep his audiences 
spellbound for hours and 
spent about one-third of his 
life in prison during the pre- 
I ndtpendence and poM • 
Independence period. 

The author has al^ not 
referred to Abdullah Bukha¬ 
ri. the Imam of Jama Masjid. 
Delhi, whose photog raph 
you have pubi ished on the 
same page. 

U.HmtmKUwoi.OoM 


The author htiti iarified that 
He cKtuaily mentiaru^ the 
Khahar teoder. AtauUoh 
Shah Bukhari- and not the 
/nuim<^Jama Masjid. We 
regret the inadvtrteiU error. 
Editor 


To oach his own 


■ fully endorse the views 
expressed by Mr Raghuna 
than Iyer in the Icflers 
column {Murder most fimi, 
12—18 February Kperui- 





ning to Mani Shankar 
Aiyar'x article indian Tal- 

leyrand's self’enulpation. 

Everybody will agree that 
Rajiv Gandhi's assassina¬ 
tion was one of the most tra¬ 
gic happenings we have ever 
witnessed. But lo put the 
whole blame on V.P. Singh 
and his cabinet secretary for 
the gruesome murder is real¬ 
ly unfuctunaie. TTw mali¬ 
cious and sarcastic attacks in 
such abusive language do 
net suit inch a highly educa¬ 
ted IFS officef. 


February > wax an inicresiing 
piece. In (his'context, I 
would I tke to poin t oui that 
the fault. If any, in astrology, 
lies not with the starx but 
with (he erroneous guessing 
games played by ((uacks 
who pose to be pr^essionaU. 

This field of teaming is 
not gening the recognition 
due to il bnause of these 
shamsierx. The Hirtdu 
Shascrv are very clear on the 
point that astrology, or jyo- 
tish vidyaji meant to dispel 





V .P. Singh is a man who is 
hone.n and has integrity. 1 
wish there were more like 
him in the political arena 
who never resort to unfair 
means in order to reach their 
goals. To needlessly blame 
him and 10 make him appear 
responsible for Raj i v's death 
is B 0 ( foir. If Mr Aiyar feels 
so strongly for Rajiv Gandhi 
he should live up to Rajiv's 
ideals and mission in life and 
leave the job of n ndi ng out 
the real c^prits of (he mur- 
(ter to those who have been 
entrusted with the job. 

MnW Parma, 
TTririMHAapumm (Ksralej 


star Quacks 


Y our special repon titled 
Sior-stryck (15 — 25 


the fears and prej udicex of 
the common man. not aggra¬ 
vate them. At>d the qualifica¬ 
tions that (he scriptures 
prescribe for an aspiring 
jyotishi are so rigorrms that 
hardly one amongst the 
many names of astrologers 
you have listed would quali¬ 
fy as one. 

The belief in an average 
individuaVs mind is not in 
the Stars themselves but in 
the man who interprets their 
positions foe him. What we. 
therefore, need In India arc 
well-developed facilities for 
research and training in 
these areas. 

Oemt 
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rvWvr Ac Mctfcw/fnwt 


■ |A>jncooKMcr 
«^bod)r4poMe«> 


'SAqfilbthe 
CpQ|reu<t) wottU be 

aenpaii^tbaa* 

ptnUiaii of (he coufltiy. 

. AJCANTDKt.tfrJCidCW 

. U^mg. wHMH 
'^piUfy' 

• 4 

M 1 mn eiweyi naiodri, . 
m Am It no ipedftc 
A teat of ne. 

H.t.ftoUlUorcfHfH 
m^ronokHteff 
fteio 


NJ>/nwMd.tcAor 
Ccnimslemkr. 
commemin$ciihis 
rtMoiu with A/jtm Smgh 

tf Detfnieattthit,lfyoQ 
ihir^ dw ioM M faes 
(natformed the fttie iett i 
Omteaof Bdea. Ood be 
wjib)Cu.|«oa*tjBte)lf. ^ 
yoo&voleteLjloo. * 

HAlAaMHARtt. 
PrteeAfuliflef. 
oAteiiMf OR Hcctfon 
rsi^kB^r' 


Atccio 


■ When peofde do not 
coqiiWn item the fecrof 

the |UD and te public cu 
p M ticip tf c intheetoiont. 

ICV.itaHNAlUo. 
Ccwrrtor cfJtuwnk and 
Kashtdr, an wiien 
elections womtd be held in 
tkemmbtedtieir 

S We ant tell tern that 
Aeir vbm win be a mb)or 
tetor.battescanoB^ 
woefcif they don't shout A 
MOoteibauMenof 




liquor. 

MbDHA PaTXAA social 
activist, addressing an 
anii'arrack rally in Kerala 

■ The so-caUed feminHu 
who tetean themselves 
boaiaeagaiRtt these 
cooteats are the ones who 
queue for hours before my 
bouse to meet me. 

SUSKMnASeKMltf 
(Mivtru. reacting to 
suggestions that beaniy 
pageants were demet m itig 
to w oma n 


JJi. J^gOJormerJbraign 
uertam, i p mri diig ikm 


^UdmamhtrnwmUta 

‘^aagie^toaiaidr 

«* a 

ktattelteVidi Valley. 


VLinraS^oniovser. , 


wag. Pqb> b m a m 
.ggeieAbwfiyaek 
















'In its various expressions, is the essence of one Nation " 
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Wealth in Diversity. Strength in Synergy. 

India inspires ... with its enchanting blend cfdiixrse cultures. Bam out of fWs in^’rafion is the culture of 
Synergy YiimcM. A perf^ ^ tfoddmal nr/ues and contemporary innovations, 
Synergy Financial moves in paa xoith the emerging needs of today. And even tomorrow, 
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In the midst of 
deregulation: more 
regulation 

The mon tMnfs 
change, the tnoce 
they remain the 
same. Mihalina 
Gandhi told lu that 
prohibition wa& 
essential for Indi' 
a’s progress and 
for nevly 20 yean 
after Independent 
ce. we made a pretence of believing him. 
T^n, in the laie 60s. sute govemmenu 
finely threw in the cocktail napkin. One 
by one. they abandoned the efton ana 
legalist alcohol. 

Now. 47 years after Candhiji's assas* 
sination. the wheel has turned foil circle. 
Suddenly, prohibition is the flavour of 
(be monA. NT. Rama Rao won his elec* 
tion in Andhra by promising to ban 
liquor. Biiju Fainaik 9^— 

h^madeasjiTularpromi' 
se in Orissa. And even 
Shaiad Pawir. not 

exactly your average Gan* 
dhian (or teetotaller for 
that matter), is on record 
as saying that he is all for 
the idea if the people of 
Maharashtra so desire. *?. 

Contrast this desire to 
turn the clock beck and to 
return to tbe glory days of 
prohibiticm with )ht deregulation of 
nearly everything else. Now. you can 
finally buy the foreign brands you were 
denied for so long. Rayban sunglasses. 
Akai TVs and Sony compact disc 
players crowd the shelves of our shops. 
But. if the politicians have their way. 
liquor will soon dlsa^ear from tbott 
shelves. 

Even 00 the liquor from, there has 
been a de facto deregulation. Every 
second hoarding on our streets is alle¬ 
gedly for a pack of pl^ng cards or a 
decanter which by some remarkable 
coincidence happens to share its name 
and packaging with a liquor 


brand. In the trade, 
they call this surrogate 
advcrtisuig. though Vm 
not sure if it fools anybo¬ 
dy at all particularly as 
tte ads have got more and 
more blatant. And with 
the satellite channels, 
you don't even need the 
pretence because boote 
ads are legal. 

And yet. this is the 
paradox o( India. Just as 
the global biggies bring 
their been and ibeir 
Scotches to our shores, 
our politicians decide 
that perhaps, the electora¬ 
te wants prohibition after 
all. 

i t is no longer possible 
to dismiss pre^bition 
as the obsession of the 
odd crank — though the 
oddest of all cranks 


Itff" 



ever to rule India turned 100 last month 
while hi s ideas were enjoying a glorious 
revival. Politicians of all panics are hea¬ 
ving themselves on to (be prohibition 
bandwagon. When NTR surged ahead 
in dtt Andhra can^ign, the Congiess 
pfomisfd prohibition as well were it to 
be ekcied. And NvhcD Sharad Pawar 
starts flirting with the idea, then itk time 
to get worried. 

The raraoo for prohibition's electoral 
populancy is simp^ enough. Our politi¬ 
cians have decided that the issue appeals 
to a cruci^ segment of the ekctoraie: 
women. 

In India's villages and in our towns. 


women are getting increasin^y fed up 
of husbands who collect their salaries 
rush directly to the liquor store, drinX 
dwmselves silly and then go home to 
beat their wives before collapsing in 
drunken stapors. 

Many wocnen see prohibition as one 
way of short-circuiting that process. 
Th^ believe that if liquor was to be ban¬ 
ned. then their husbands would behave 
like good little boys, would come 
straight home, hand over their salaries 
and partake of the pleasures of family 
life. 

Of course, this is nonsense. 

If India's experience with prt^bitioti 
has taught us anything, it is this: those 
who want to get drunk will find a drink 
anyway. All that prohibition does is tha( 
it drives die suppliers of alcohol 
underground. 

Bo^ggen take over, hooch is madr 
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just go to boodeggcfs for the booze. 

Then tn two wswerc to the 
question. One has to do with us. die 
voters. Ever since (ndcpendence. we 
have counted on the government to 
solve every problem. Many voters genui¬ 
nely believe that a social problem such 
as dnmkenness will disappear merely 


Most people will say that this is no more 
than what we have come to expect from 
our politicians. But that can't be the full 
story. Indian politicians have never 
been pankularly moml and yei. never 
before have they been so irresponsible. 

1 suspect the rise of populism has 
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fLT. Rama Rbo won Ni elootion in Andhra by promitingto ban 
i Ikitior* Bihi Patnaik hat mada a similar promita in Orissa. And 
svan Shand Pawar is on raconl as saying that ha is all for tha idea 

H thi paopla of Maharashtra so dasira 


in ilucit stills, the underworld moves tn 
M millions of ordinary people are lur* 
^ into criminals each Ume they sip a 
Iphnk. 

' Wor^e still, public health is pul ai 
tisk. Becau.se the bootleggers are subject 
to no supervistoQ at all. they manuf^ni* 
R liquor that U bequently coniaminited 
ivith poisonous substances. Each year, 
^di^. if not thousands, of pe<^le 
pse ihdr lives in what the press persists 
p referring to as 'hooch tragedies'. 


one of this is terribly difficult to 
worit out. All polibcians are fartuU' 
with the effects of prohibiti<». During 
i Emergency, even Indira Gan^i 

iitad with the idea of pr^bition on the 
nds that it would help India's 
omen before she fioally saw the light 
d gave up the idea. 

So why then are India's politictaas 
omising prohibition? Why arn't they 
lUng women voters that yes. it is wor* 
ing that their menfolk should drink lo 
bttt that no, prohibition will not 
Ake any difference? The men would 


legislation is passed. 

The truth is that (hot is little that the 
gov er nm e nt can do on most issues; that 
legislation is frequently meaningless; 
and that our expectations of the state are 
completely unrealistic. If it could, in 
fact, solve social prubicrns merely by 
passing an Act ih^ India would be a 
much happier country today. 

But thm is a secc^ answer and that 
has tu do with India's politictarts. As the 
saga of N.T. Rama Rao. cheap rice and 
the Andhra landslide demonsiraies. Indi¬ 
an elections are now-^more than ever 

— about promising the people anything 
they want without worrying about the 
consequences. 

Prriitidans have taken pr^lism to 
new heights. They now refase lo stand 
foe anything or even, to tell their voters 
themith. Instead.they look foran issue 

— any issue—that mi^t please a sec¬ 
tion of the eleeuwe and iiresponsibly 
plug away at it for ail they are wxth. 

Like cheap nee. prohibition is one 
such issue. Ad honest politiciaD would 
tell women voters the truth. India's poli¬ 
ticians prefer to lie. 

What accounts for the dishonesty? 


which ihe economic agenda been 
rewritten over the \iisi four ycurs. Soci¬ 
alism is dead and ibere is no poliiicai 
mileage to he gained Iroin promising 
furiher national isalion or whiilcvcr. 

But equally, telling the voters about 
Morgan .Stanley and the foreign 
exchange reserves spells disaster — as 
NaTiLsimha Rao discovered in Andhra. 
Unfortunately, the full etfccis of liberali- 
saiion have not benefited the average 
Indian. 

So. bereft of an agenda, our politici¬ 
ans look for a quick-Hx in economic 
issues that arc neither pro-market nor 
pro-socialism. And they find it in cheap 
rice and in prohibition. The new popu¬ 
lism is a reBectiofl not just of the imval 
bankruptcy of Indian politicians but al.so 
of their inability to fight elections on the 
real economic agenda. 

/udgi ng by the w ay the recent Asse in • 
bly campaigns have been run. 1 suspect 
that this may be the shape of things to 
come. Becauspe liberalisation is the 
single most impcauuii issue and yet has 
no electoral appeal, the urge for quick- 
fixes will persist. 

It is a worrying prospect. • 












FROM RUSSIA 
WITH LOVE 




Russian Opposition leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky's visit to India 
generates a lot of heat in the sub-continent 


T te prcu conference was 
pack^. JoumaJius. TV caine- 
ns. arC'lights. and even his 
fans flocked (o catch the 
departing words of the 
coniroversiaJ Russian poltiician. Vladi¬ 
mir Volkovich Zhinrwvsky. Forty-five 
miriiiies late for his appointment, the 
leader of the Russian Op^siiion and his 
aides marched up the corridor of the 
Ashoka Hotel in New Delhi. 

The lights were switched on» people 
took (heir seats hurriedly and cameras 
surted rolling. Through the tripods and 
flashes, the entourage storm^ in. In 
India at (he io vitalion of the Indian Coun¬ 
cil for Cultural Relations (ICCR). Zhiri¬ 
novsky’ s visit has generated a lot of inte¬ 
rest bmuK of his meeting with such 
Indian leaders like Atai Behari Vaj¬ 
payee and Sikandcr Bakht. both senior 
poUticians of the Bharatiya Janau Party 
<BJP). Of course, the Russian leader 
also met Shivraj Patil, Speaker o( the 
Lok Sabha. R.L. Bhatia and Salman 
Khurshid. the two Union external affaiis 
ministers, and Syed Shahabuddtn. (he. 
leader of Samata Party. 

But unconcerned with all this. Russi¬ 
an fans, some aimed with copies of his 
book, The Final Thrust South, waited 
patiently in the corridors outside the con¬ 
ference room for the formalities to end. 
When it did. chaos descended. The scruf¬ 
fy. puffy politician was besieged by 
admirers demanding ausogra^. In sear¬ 
ch of as interview, this reponer 

squeezed his way through. 

"Youl" Zhirinovsky exclaimed. *You 
want interview? Come, come now. We 
have spare seat to Moscow. We take 
you." Everyone laughed. The maverick 
politician was the only one serious. 

Would he lettle for a lift to the airport 
and time to talk instead? 

The interpreter was. however, nowhe¬ 


re to be seen. And presumably, Zhirov* 
sky did not understand the request. 
Within seconds, the entourage was sinji- 
tingoutofthehotelata fierce pace. Befo¬ 
re anyone knew it. Zhirinovsky had 
disappeared, bodyguards bustling the 
crowd in a different direction. The 
rtponers lost him, 

But not before the joumalisu, nearly 
40 of them, had had a taste of "Bad Boy 
Vlad”. Stories about (he way he has trea¬ 
ted member s of the press are legendary. 


He has th row n stones and insu I (& at Euro¬ 
pean journalists in Prance. He also 
in viied an American Journalist to accom¬ 
pany him on his flighl to the United Sta¬ 
les. As Zhirinovsky and his party took 
(heir seat ^ i n Fi rst Clak %. they revel I ed in 
humiliating the Time correspondent by 
packing him off to Economy. Mosi 
famously, he invited a female journalist 
and her interpreter to take off their clo¬ 
thes so that they could all "understand 
one another better”. Then, in (he natural 
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course of evems. suggested ihei they 
allow his bodyguards to caress them. 
After aJl, sex is ’'best when it's with a 
group". 

I n India, however. Zhirinovsky 
refused to talk about sex. "I have a 
restrained stand on many things. I do not 
approve of even smoking. Moreover, as 
tar as matters of love and ariaining 
sexual enjoyment are concerned, you 
Indians have surpassed us in that. Us 
Russians should lean) from you," was 
all that he was willing to offer. 

However, on the ocher side of Zltiri- 
novsky's flippancy lie darker intentions. 
As leader of the Liberal Democratic 
Parly of Russia (LOPR) that swept the 
last parliamentary elections, he would 


be the most powerful candidate in the 
coming presidential elections. If he 
wins. Boris Yeltsin's constitutional 
reforms could make him the most power¬ 
ful natkpnaJ letter in dtf world. 

In his ftrv visit to India. Zhirinovsky 
clarified what he wanted to do once he 
reached there. 

First and foremoM. he wants India lo 
be close friends with Russia, very close. 
His comments on sharing a border with 
India by dte anncxuion of "artificial 
countries" like Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. graMxd the headlines and 
.sc^iciied outrage. 'When 1 was bom in 
1946. there was only one India, no 
Pakistan.* said Zhirinovsky, "I would 
like to see India one again before I die." 

Bangladesh foreign ministry in 


As leader of the Liberal Democratic Party ot Russia |LDPfl| that swept the last 
parliamentary elections. Vladimir Volkovich Zhirinovsky (centre) would be 
the most powerful candidate in the coming presidential elections. It he wins. 
Boris Yeltsin's constitutional reforms could make him the most powerful 

national leader in the world 


Dhaka expressed 'serious indignation 
and displeasure* at Zhirinovsky's com¬ 
ments and demanded an apology. But 
Zhirinov^y was totally unfa^ and 
unrepentant. He said the spology 
given by the Russian ambassador to 
E>)aka. *He should be recalled immedia¬ 
tely. He had no business apologising 
ab^i commems made by (be leader 
the Opposition. * 

The press minister at the Bangladesh 
High Commission in Delhi. Moshakha- 
rul Anan. hosvever, went a step further. 
"Zhirinovsky has said that he is not anti- 
Muslim. Bui he ts most certainly anti- 
Bangladesh. Let him think what be likes 
— ^ter all. everyone is entitled to their 
opinion. If be still has this view when he 
is in power, then Bangladesh will have 
no relations with Russia.' 

Pakistan reacted in a similar fa.shk>n. 
It called Zhirinovsky's comments an 
"infringmeni of Pakistan’s indq^enden- 
ce and asked the Indian government to 
dissociate itself from die aggressive and 
unaccepiaUe views expressed by Zhiri¬ 
novsky while enjoying the ofHcial hospi¬ 
tal iiy of the Indian government.* 

"The govemmem of Pakistan regrets 
that the Indian government has provided 
Zhirinovsky a ptatform for the expres¬ 
sion of such ohcn&ive comments. The 
ridiculous views of Ziiirinovsky have 
been given respecubility by his mee¬ 



tings with R.L. Bhatia. A.B. Vajpayee 
and Shivraj Paiil." said the P^istan 
press minister in India. 

The Indian govemmem, on the other 
hand, maintains that Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao had extended an invita¬ 
tion to all Russian parliamentarianv, but 
was caught in an embarrassing situation 
when the ultra-nationalist Zhirinovsky 
actually decided to come. A decision 
was then taken to let the ICCR host the 
visit to make i i as low profi Ic as possible. 

N ot that it helped. This visit might 
have been a success if the visitor 
had been anybody but Zhirinovsky. The 
49-yeir-old lawyer was ei^uaJly vocal 
about another sensitive issue — 
Kashmir. 

"Unlike Yeltsin." said 
Zhirinovsky, "we have 
made our siand very 
clear. We don't want (o 
hide on whose side we 
will be on during a con¬ 
flict involving IiWia and 
Pakistan." Added Zhiri¬ 
novsky, 'In all conflicts 
between India and Pak¬ 
istan, I have been on the side of India. 
Rus.5ia will rtot supply arms to any 
country that is hostile to India and we 
will al so e xiend ful I support on the Kash¬ 
mir issue.' 

Zhirinovsky denied that his support 
for India on Kashmir came from any inb* 
Muslim sentiment. 'The Kashmir issue 
is not a religious issue." he said, "but an 
internal affair between Pakistan and 
India." 

Former fueign secretary S.K. Singh 
coounenied that ZhirinovidLy's anti- 
Pakistan stand expresses common senb- 
ment in Russia. "Russia is angry with 
Pakistan,' he explained, "b^use 
during the Soviet occupation (A Afgha¬ 
nistan. sympathetic Mujahideens from 
Pakistan captured a lot of Russian troops 
and massacred them. Also, Pakistan’s 
Brigadier Yousef wrote a book under 
strong encouragement from the CIA 
chief at the time, William Casey, that 
advocated taking the Afghan conflict 
into (he Soviet Union itself. It is because 
of this book that Russians feel the Soviet 
army 'bit die dust’." 

According to a senior Russian offici¬ 
al. Russians therefore feel that Pakistan 
is a "pimp" for the US in warfare and 
diplomacy. Zhirinovsky's own com¬ 
ments seem to confirm ihis. "The West 
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would like Russia to $et involved in 
Muslim wars." he said. 'Conspiracies 
hatched in (he West against Russia and 
India should nut succeed." Combined 
with his (rips U) Cuba and Iraq recently, 
which ore both perceived as anti-West. 
Zhirinovsky’s vii^it to India appears to 
have been aimed at forging an anti* 
West coal i (ion of sotne sort. 

Zhirinovsky's cufTimeni^ assume an 
even more sinister significance when 
combined with his remarks ^XHJt the 
BiP. During his threc'day visit. Zhiri* 
novsky met BiP leader Atal Behan Vaj¬ 
payee at a gathering of the members of 
the Parliamentary Consultative Commit¬ 
tee forBmemaiAilbirs, Atibough (here 
was liule o^orlunity for a detailed 
exchange uf views. Zhirinov^y clearly 
wanted (o i mpress a commonaJ i ly of inte¬ 
rest between the LDPR and the BJP in 
their nationaliM convictions. Talking at 
his final prevs confcroice. Zhirinov^y 
explained that he wanted to enter into an 
"intcr-pariy" contact with (be BJP and 
hinted (hat this visit was Just die sun of a 
close relationship. In his view, the BJP 
and (he LDPR together could make his 
dream uf Soviet troops washing their 
boots in the Indian Ocean a reality. 

T he question everybody’s Ups after 

Zhirinovsky’s visit is: h^ senousiy 
should we take him? 


Zhirinovsky he 
wanted to enter :ntc ar. 
"inter-party" contact witii 
the BJP. In his view, the BJP 
and the LDPR together could 
make his dream of Sev'et 
troops washing their boots 
in the Indian Ocean a reality 


On the one hand, he is full of oviia- 
geous and self-contradictory rbetdric. 
Fired by self-piiy and prlmidve natio- 
naJism. his speeches are the stuff of bar¬ 
room br^ado. Con^ned with his frivo¬ 
lous sense of humour. Zhirinovsky can 
often seem no more threatening than a 
caricature. 

Moshakharul Anan, the press 
minister at the Bangladesh High Com¬ 
mission. for ooe, casts 29iinnovsky 
very easily. "He is only an Opposition 
leader,' be scofM. "Wl»i be beconres 
President he might change his stand. All 
over the world. leaders have dooe so 
once they asMiTke power. So, when he 
comes to pom we’ll set. Ontil then we 
are iM worried." 

On ibe other band, said SX Singh, 


the former foreign secretary, '111$ vow 
(o restore the greatness of Russia is in res¬ 
ponse to the Russian people. There is 
still a deep feeling that the sudden era¬ 
sing of the Soviet Union in some way 
helinled them. They have lost a great 
deal for (his so-called ideal called iibml 
democracy. Once they belonged to a 
superpower, now they have to lake insul¬ 
ts from some path^, small NATO 
nation. 

"Zhirinovsky should not be judged as 
a tnaverick, but as a person who repre¬ 
sents the d^y-held pride of the Russi¬ 
an people. Russians usually express this 
sense of ethnic, cultural and historical 
pride with passioo and romantic poise. 
One might say. therefore, that i^nnov- 
sky expresses this pride with passion, 
but tacks the poise. To take Zhirinovsky 
seriously is not really up to us lo the 
man himself. That d^nds on the 
people of Rus^." 

Zhirinovsky Is a darit spectre of 
power. Despite his lack of tact, be is a 
voy intelligent man. He graduated in 
law al an eSile university in Moscow, 
and found political success in populist 
rtwioric and Machiavellian power ^ay s. 
To ridicule and reject Zhirinovsky as no 
more than a maverick is a serious nsk in 
terms c^urxlercstimaiing the man. « 
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Caught in a whirlpool 


inh of a feather don’t always Power-surved Karnataka feels that 
flock together. Or, so it seems its problems have been compounded by 
from the way nori'Congrm AP drawing more power in recent 
govemmenu in the three southern sutes months. So. Patel went to HyiVrabad 
of Kanuitaka. Andhra Pradesh and with a neighbourly request, 'Could AP 
Tamil Nadu are quarrelling over river ensure that Karnataka got mgular and 
waters. quality power supply from the Ramma- 

Not very long back, Tamil Nadu chtef gundam <uper theimal power stationT* 
minister JayalaJitha and her Andhra 'Sure/usd NTR, and casually added 
Pradesh (AP) counterpart N.T. Rama that if Karnataka needed electricity so 
Rao showered prajses on each other, badly.it would do well to tell the central 
recalling their colourful days of the electrical authority ihaf it was keen to 
silver screen and revived the Telugu participate in the iurala power pre^t. 
Ganga scheme to provide drinking Patel, who had taken over the power 
water to Madras city 
from the Krishna river. 

The scheme, started in 
1983, hadn’t progressed 
much because of changes 
in government. But while 
the two actws' 
tumed-CMs renewed 
their pledge. Karnataka's 
H.D. Deve Gowda 
watched nervously from 
the wings. 

Though Karnataka is 
willing to contribute 
along with AP and Maha¬ 
rashtra. five TMC ft of n*XC*^-* r- ' 

water to thirsty Madra.s. UnoAJMMyiU'*^ 

its major worry is over “TTK 

Andhra’s move to iniga- URtUiltf- *. 

te its arid Rayalaseetha shoiWCd lUNi^ 

region as part of the pro* _ j. 

ject. AP maintains that it ttCfiOCO^iWi 

would only be using itt mewMltlRir'pledge 

share of water allotted by . ^ 

the Bachawat Award tgriTIVf tV 

(8l2TMCft)butKama* GnfliSdMIltEB. 

Ukasuspecistha, Telugu . -nli hjJ 

Ganga is only a ploy by UCwiiOWui WROefl 

AP to siphon off more frOBthewiDfiS 

water than its share ^ 

petmiu. I I I ■ 

And even as Gowda sternly warned portfolio a few days earlier, didn’t know 
chat 'ooc a drop of Karnataka’s water much t^tout the pn^ect and was told that 
would go to AP". yet another controver* Karnataka, under chief minister Devar^ 
sy began over the funla Hyde! Power Urs. had signed an agreement with 
Station that’s to come up in AP’i Mah« Andhra Pradesh in the Seventies. The 
boobnagar. This time die dispute was undemanding, then, was that the two sia* 
unknowingly set off by Kamataka’i tns would equally share the cost of the 
deputy chief minister J.H. Patel, who 270-MW project, 
alio holda the power ponftriio. An eager Patel readily agreed to 


NTR's suggestion. But, on returning to 
Bangalore, he realised that bis state had 
•»trong reservations. Karnataka was 
opposed to the projori's irrigation conv 
ponent as it stood to lose over 500 acres 
of arable land in Raichur district. Besi¬ 
des. previous governments in Karnataka 
had feared that AP might impound more 
than its share of water. 

Not surprisingly, Patel retracted his 
asseni and AP crieid foul. While Patel 
denied signing an agreement. AP clai* 
med that Karnataka could not back out. 
But AP. which under the original agree* 
rnent. was to pay Rs 
175.83 kkh to Kmataka 
as compensation for the 
land it would lose, has so 
far shelled out Rs 38.75 
lakh only. 

On the other hand, 
ch'ef minister Deve 
Gowda is under pressure 
to give priority to Karna¬ 
taka’s own irrigation pro* 
jecLs. And. in order to do 
that, Gowda will have to 
raise a few thousand cro- 
tes for irrigation in the 
^ Krishna basin alone. 

In his dealings with 
j^B Tamil Nadu, Deve 

Gowda is trying hard to 
prevent a conflagration 
like the Cauvery waters' 
|H dispute. Even as a iribu* 

na) is hearing the case, he 
V has made overtures for a 

f negotiated senlemeni 

1 with Jayalalitha. But the 

A Latter is yet to respond. 

' SB With AP. too, Karaata* 

.,4 ka yielded to the demand 

for releasing 1.6 TMC ft 
from the Tunga river. 

Said Gowda pragmatically. ‘'We may 
have our disputes with AP over Telugu 
Ganga and Jurala but 1 wanted to avoid 
yet another problem with 
Tungat^iadra." • 


Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu are fighting over river waters 
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MAUI SHAMCAA AJYAA 



The strange loves of our Dr Strangeloves 



K.P. Ntytr <A (he 
Indian Exprt.is, 
reviewing my 
mosi recent pubii* 
cedon. Mani Shan¬ 
kar Aiyar*i Paki- 
Stan Papers, on the 
eve of one of the 
Prime 


Minisier's 
t I reshufne$-(hat*nev* 

er*were. came to the considered conclu¬ 
sion (hat because I believe in thedesirabi* 
llry and possibility of friendship with 
Pakisian. 1 am unHi for any ministerial 
post in (he foreign o^ice. Clearly a man 
of some influence. For ihe Prime Mini¬ 
ster has taken him a( his word. 


heosive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and a 
fissile material cut-off (FMCO). In the 
colourful lingo of the Express head! ines. 
(his amounts to 'Sutrendering to US pre¬ 
ssure' (12/2/95) and allowing ourselves 
10 be pushed into the nuclear nm- 
prolifcraiioQ treaty (NPT) ‘ihrough the 
backdoor* (11/2/95). 

Nayar's ar gume nt baskilly is (hai if 
we accept (he CTBT ar»d (he FMCG, wc 
will be denying ourselves the option of 
going ouclw ihu.s denying our oiti- 


P.V. Naraslmta Rao 
persuwM President Cllnten 
(a>ove) In Washington last 
May to officliliy declare 
that the ’oventsar 
elimination of nuclear 
weapons urns the goal of 
American nuclear weapons 

policy 


It, therefore. iU behoves me take 
Nay ar on once more. But lam afraid my 

fidelity to good oeighboudiness sad (he 
principles of peaceful coexistence com¬ 
pel me to rush in where cooler heads 
ou^t urge greater discretion. 

Nayv is incensed at our dedsioo lo 
actively cooperate in the on-gotng endcdt- 
vdfar in Geneva lo negotiate i Confre¬ 


re past which, in his view, has been one 
of keeping the clandestine Topponunity 
open of becoming a nuclear weapon 
power, however often we might have 
hypocritically proclaimed our desire to 
001 go nuclei. 

Nayar'a view might be dismissed as 
the usual Ejq>ress knickerwaUahism 
dressed up as journalism but for the fact 
that his view is shared not only by such 
eminendy-respectable authorities on the 
Street as C. Rkja M<4tan of The Hindu 





















but 4tso vui numbers of cloiet Dr 
ScrtAgeloves in our counii^ (surting 
with some strangely disturbing manda¬ 
rins in South Block). 

NOW, BIFOM I go any further. I hid 
belter expiijn to that vast army of my 
readers came of age taler than the 
mid'Sixties who Dr Stnngelove was. 
He was a character inveniedi in the Him 
of the same name, by the ferule imagina¬ 
tion of Peter Seller's but role-modelled 
on Dr Werner von Braun. Hitler's 
nuclear weapons/missiles genius who 
was pinched by the Americans, when 
the Tliird Reich fdl. to be groomed into 
America's foremost expert in the gentte 
an of massacring humanity. 

Dr von B racui' s early training with Uk 
N azis stood him in excdlent moral stead 
with the Americans in fashioning even 
more horrible and instantaneous ways of 
destroying our Planet Earth. Al lost 
count, the Americans and the Russians, 
between them, can now destroy aU civili- 
sation 51 dines over. The fail-safe 
medianism. lo allow for human imerveo- 
tioD to fvesou strategic human or 
mechanical enxv, is &wr\ to ci^t 
seconds, give or take a second. 

It is (his genocide] technology which 
Neytr, Raja Mohan and others of their 
Uk desire to see incorporated into Indi¬ 
a's war machine. The only political par¬ 
ty to declare this as (heir okjeedve it ihe 


tS 


Ulv Gandhi nadt both CTBT 
jwlFMCOliiteiraltohis 
AofloaPlaa tai 1988. which Is 
aptly dascrihad ^ K.P. Nwar 
(MhtCxprvas; 11/2/95) as 
"the BIBtPfir the govanmoiit 
ORl^aedrelaW Issuas* 


BJP. Thai is cause eoou^ would you 
not agree, to make it su^xet to all g^ 
men and true? 

The Nehru- 

Shastri-lndira-Momji-CSharaa Singh’ 
Rajiv-VP-Chandn Shekhar view, 
espoused still by our government, has 
bm that India not only does not desire 
to go nuclear, it hopes the self-restraint 
demonstrated by ua in not crossing die 
threshold will act as a mcnl force on (he 
nuclear weapons powen to eUminate all 
nuclear wessons as they have already eli¬ 
minated otte weapons of ffltas destruc¬ 
tion such as chemical we^ons and biolo- 
gtcal warfare. 

IW MMMNCI between P.V. Nan- 
sindia Rao and his predeceosors is that 
while all who went before failed to 


deflect the Americans from theu nuclear 
madness. Roo persuaded President Cilih 
ton in Washington last May toofTicially 
declare, for the first time ever in Ameri¬ 
can history, that the "eventuar elimina¬ 
tion of nuclear weapons was the goal of 
American nuclear weapons policy. 

it IS a considerable gain. But likely to 
remain entirely Pyrrhic unless we get 
the Americans to commit themselves 
mululaterally by imemational treaty to 
On s object) ve and. moreover, with) n a sti¬ 
pulated time-frame and in pre- 
detennined phases. 

That — not entry through the back¬ 
door into the evil club of nuclear wea¬ 
pon poweri — ought to be the goal of 
our policy. Active cooperation with the 
CTBT/R^O negotiations, as much as 
determined non-cooperation with tiie 
NPT negotiations, is our best hope of 
achieving this goal. 

It is because we are so reluctant to link 
CTBT/FMCO with the (biased, time- 
bound, eventual elimination of nuclear 
weopms that we seem to be surrender- 
ing to US pressure. Indeed, a credible 
! could be mode out that it Is not 
we who ait surrendering to American 
pressure but the Americans who ore flur- 
reodering to our pressure. 

For not only are they nowhere near 
drig^ng us into the NPl', they have 
now even stopped trying. Besides, our 
example has played no sm^l pan in per- 


MMV1S-A INB 




MANI-TALK 


suading vast numbers of NPT members 
10 deny (he Americans ihejoy of secur¬ 
ing an URCMidiiionaJ. ind^niie exten¬ 
sion of the NPT. 

Moreover, if the Americans are loday 
keen on a CTBT. surely we. as Indians, 
can take legitimaie pride in (he fact thai 
it is we. not the Americans, who have 
been urging a CTBT for decades. And if 
the Americans are unlikely lo gel (he 
FMCO (hey want, it is because it is India 
that is (he first to insist that safeguards 
under FMCO must be prospective, that 
is. (bey cannot apply to existing stockpi¬ 
les of fissile material. 

America, therefore, canruM compel us 


to bring our small stockpile of fissile 
maierial under iniemaiional control and 
supervision unless its huge existing 
stockpile is also brought under similar 
inlemational safeguards. 

AND WlUT is perhaps the single- 
greatest achievement of our principM 
stand is that neither CTBT nor FMCO^ 
will become operatitmaJ unless they 
unambiguously incorporate the (win 
principles we have advocated since the 
beginning: one, all such a gr e e m e nts 
must be 'universal', that is. applicable to 
all. Doi some; and. seco^. *DOn- 
discriminarion'. that is. whai is sauce for 
(he non-nuclear goose wilt also be sauce 
for the nuclear gander. 

Yet, few will buy the argument (hat 
(he commencemertt of CTBT/FMCO 
negodatiMi marks a great leap forward 
I04he atiainmeni of Indian foreign poli¬ 
cy objectives. Our foreign office spokes¬ 
man made a brave effort to so portray it 
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by pointing to the Indla-bom pedigree of 
the negotiations. He also panted out 
(hat both prcpoaals were iiuegral to tte 
Rajiv Gandhi Action flan. 1986. ^ly 
described by K.P. Nayar {InJton 
Express. 11/2/95) as *(he Bible for the 
gove rnme nt on NPT and related issuer”. 

What makes (he spokesman's claim 
suspect U that ever since the Action Plan 
consolidated into a single framework 
the fragmented bits and pieces of uur 
nuclear wc^ions policy, no single ele¬ 
ment of that plan can be delinked from 
the overarching objective of that plan 
without doing vidence to its integral 
structure. 


Hence the i mpenti ve of not j UM point¬ 
ing to CTBT^MCO as fim-p(«i'ic 
action points of the Rajiv Plan buthnk* 
ing CTBT/FMCO to the overarching 
objective of the elimination of nuclear 
wc^Kms, If we can get Uiis inscribed 
even into the preamble of the two treat¬ 
ies under negotiation, we would have 
made a signifkant beginning in pressur¬ 
ing the Americans to coo vert CliiKon's 
off''<the-cuff remark at his joint press con¬ 
ference with our Prime Minister into a 
conskfeted and binding statement of 
loog-ienn US policy. 

‘n^re is ptaty <rf dme and scope for 
us to Mill do SO. After all. die CTBT/FM- 
CO negotiations are in early days and it 
is probably going to be years b^ore we 
get any wfam near dgoature and ndfica- 
(ion. we need to do in terms of fore¬ 
ign policy pMtuR is MX to bend our 
knees before me American dollar but let 
the Americans gently into the truth thN 
our cooperation in CTBT/PMCO will 


be available only at a price, the price 
being at least lip service to the time- 
bound and phased elimination of 
nudear wet^nns. 

TNATODJICim will be fatally com¬ 
promised if we either kid ounelvee into 
believing that CTBT/FMCO without 
the nexus to diminaiion is compatible 
with Ihc 'Biblicil* injunctions of the 
Rajiv Plan: or if we listen to the siren call 
emanating from so unlikely a source as 
the Ri(iiv Gandhi Foundation's vice- 
chairman for disirmament matters, 
Mahartjkrishna Rasgtxra (see Indian 
Ej^ress, 22/2/95). that we lend legiti¬ 
macy to the NPT negotiations by partici - 
paling in the Review A Extension Confe¬ 
rence. albeit as 'observers'. 

It will also be fatally compromised if 
we fall for (he Nayar-Mohan line that to 
panicipaie in the CTBT/FMCO negotia¬ 
tions is to succumb to American minaio- 
riness. No. The difference between the 
NPT and (he CTBT/FMCO is that the 
NPT is an existing treaty: we can take it 
or leave it; we cannot chwge it in essenti¬ 
als. In essentials, the NPT is neither 
uni venal nor non-discri minatory, 
which is why it is unacceptable to us. 

CTBT/FMCO, on the other hand, are 
not existing treaties; they are treaties 
still to be negotiated and. therefore, ame¬ 
nable to our diplcmatic ability to get 
what we want incorporated into the text. 
And what we want to incorporate, 
indeed, must get incorpo rated into the 
text, is the Link between CTBT/FMCO 
and the elimination of nuclear weapons. 

But what, ask Nayar-Mohan. if the 
Americans refuse to entertain our propo¬ 
sal for converting CTBT/FMCO into 
the first stage of a process moving inexo- 
rd>ly towards the elimination of nuclear 
weapems? simple, elementary real¬ 
ly . We just refuse th^ to sign (he treaties. 

There is an instructive precedent for 
this. It is Mia. none other, that in 1964, 
inscribed the item relating to a treaty for 
non-proliferation on the UN agenda. It 
was India which (ben actively participat¬ 
ed in the negotiations (hat led to the 1968 
NFT. And it was then India which walk¬ 
ed out of the NPT saying that the treaty 
which was up for signature was a traves¬ 
ty of the objectives for which we had 
entered the negotiations. _ 

We could do (be same wid) CTBT/F¬ 
MCO if the US refuses to surrender to 
ourpressurel • 


fTiw mmummmtift M mUm anrmfetf* 
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VWiMHIi«N p»Wa<ca<nKMaUaiacaMbKk 


Family matters 


n Ihc last one month. Prof. 
Rajcndftt Singh, the lUshlriya 
S wayamscvak Sangh (RSS) chief. 
a»iUresscd more press conferences 
Ihun he had done in many, many 
years. Though banned, the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad (VHP) managed to 
gather an impressive crowd al Vannasi 
on Shivr^ith day and many feel that Us 
Kashi Vishwanath movement just can* ' 
nut be dismissed off fn a hurry. And 
most pohttcal observers have pelleted 
huge gains for the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) in (he recently-concluded 
round of Assembly polls. Call ii a well* 
planned sirategy or sheer luck, the fact 
remains chat the sant^h pahvar is all set 
to grab centre-siage once more. And the 
new assert! veoess is there for aU to see. 

PuliticaJly. too. things couldn't have 
been better for the rongh parivar. With 
Narasimha Rao in deep trouWe and his 
party performing disastrously in one 
Slate after ajKHher. the BJP's prospects 
suddenly seems to have brightened. At 
the time of writing this report, counting 
of ballots were yet to be taken up. but the 
speculation is that the BiP was set to 


The sangh parivar is 
back on the 
centre-stage with its 
Kashi and Mathura 
agitations, but the BJP 
is still undecided 


grab power in Gujarat and increase its 
scats in the Maharashtra A ssembly. 

In Ithe BJP won 67 seats in (he 
ISl-member Gujarat Assembly. Five 
years latei, the party is all set to regain 
power in that Slate. 

Of course, pollsters arc less confident 
^KMJi the prospects of the BJF-Shiv 
Sena comthne in Shaiad Pawv's Maha- 
n^ura. However, the BJP vice- 
president, Sunder Sin^ Bhandari, said. 
'It is not« all surprising that we should 
come to power in that state or that we 
should do extremely well in Maha* 
nshira. What is helping u$ is the collap¬ 
se of (he Congress and the fragmenu* 


don of the Janata Dal." 

The mood. thus, is upbeat. "As 1 see it. 
the BJP will emerge as the number one 
party in India. The Congress is a hollow 
pole. The BJP is a smaller pole but we 
are more solid. We take up issues with 
conviction and people believe in us. The 
conununisis vt also solid but (hey are. 
more regional. The Janata Dal. of cour¬ 
se. has no pole at all," commented party 
ideologue K.R Malkam. 

Such optimism is voiced by other BJP 
leaders as well. 'The M^arashtra- 
Gujarat result is an anti-Congress trend, 
which started with AncHira Pradesh and 
Karnataka, Opposition to the Congress 
traavlaies itself to votes for the front¬ 
runner. In Andhra, it was the TOP, in 
Karnataka, it was the Janata Dal and in 
Gujarat and Mahara^tra. it will be us. 
This trend will continue in the genera) 
elcctkms as well." argued Sushme 
Swariij. 


C learly, the BJP is now uying ilsbesi 
to DTOiect itself as a responsible. 


%#to project itself as a responsible, 
moderate political party, lu links wiif 
the RSS is also being played down. "The 







SPCCIAl RCPORT 


Clash of theltitaiis 

' f 

Advani, Joshi and Vajpayee—the 
three faces of the BJP 

reflecti Ifae ccotndktttw wldtBi tfK MR/ApdHiior note cleiriy 
■vdMuiiepcfBonAtitycUsbttmnitbetftreeletdtfioftlieR^—LX 
A 4 vui, A.B. V^jp^ee iod Msli MflDohirioitii. Wink piUy prakdcra 
Advant r^RMM tte modem face of (he BiffiDQ bdpik. il Ac 

hanfliner, who keep! dKBJFi link with the RSSali^ And V ^) p«y m k(he 
aloof mtellecttul. 

ThedneeleadenappealloapankukraectioaofdwBJP'acaBadtuectfy— 
(be mcooUihk Hffldu loekey whkh rangea fm the nbU fimdmataUat 10 
IhtOfdiofly Bdddk dm vottr» who ii pactiiUy coAceraed about hia 

Mca^maHindu. 

who hnppcw ID be the kackr of the OppomoA in Partimnt bn 
djMnk dtfhmcei Ida paiiy aeveral tinea, tn the laiBal kSttoe. he 
ilBpfRd Mtof Bat aadcaideDaed (be NW*! prograame hi Varwd « 
iMadkaiindncalkdfbr. ^ 


a ' 




Ttem 
ikobaenta 
mpport tba 




cnielal liaon. Vajpayee 

hattkofepieea m edthe 
gov erai Mett qp tn i tri gai 

afaradttaAebmd: • 

wbem loucfay ianaaBka 
Kadantf-—over wld^ 
the Centre and dtfftr 

ccittphaely^iKar-*'^ * 


—and hae good 

Esssssr*?: 

BntU U (he Joahivenos Advani btftkibM has made moat oewe. In b|i;t, ^ 
wbenJostu wai the party pcesidm between 1991 Bdl993,(he3fPwas v 
divided vertically into two warring camp*. 

Joihi*s s up porten that Advai was turaifig (he BJP inm wK ^her 

Congrao. And. the Advani camp was of die view that Joshi** acti vibes woe 
harmiagtbeifltffesu (heptfty. 

The twoycrar undotaken by the two waihog kaden hi^^ kmd the 
difference between the two. Adwi** Rath Yiua in 1990 Rosa Sonmaih to 
Ayodbyi was a dramatic coup. The V.P. Singh govonmeet may bhye 
fsever^ him fhm laachi^ AyoAya. bw Advaru was die uithnak wiao^ 
He succeeded in giving adinetioiito (be BJP*s Ram Jaoffiabhoomi aghtfioa. 

Jodd Tied to do dieaame RitQg wbcohe cook over as preakktt. He iBoadiad 
the Oca Yata from KaByakommi to ICaduniragalitti dia advice of tnany of 
bis pm^raMa and only succeeded in roakioi a mockery of hrmarif. 

His was the mflitam face of Hmdntva for whacb thm were few cakan. The 
powen-dM-be in the smgkpa/ivar aooo realised thatJqaly was distneiog 
the BJP froB die peopk and Advani was back in the sadw But Joihi sdU 
serves a pufpQip«As doogV^lpgyea. • • 


BJP re^nsents a very small part of the 
RSS ai^ its overall scheme of things," 
said an old-time RSS pracharak, poin¬ 
ting out that (here are only two to three 
BiP representatives in the annual Pratini- 
dhi Sabha w^ich the organisation holds 
every year. "What the RSS is interested 
in 1 $ building a strong, homogenous, 
national society. We want to survive 
with a strong Hindu eihos." he added. 

But (he RSS surely is more than just a 
social welfare tvganisation. "The r^ity 
is that potiiical power is pivotal in this 
task of nation-building. We are fighting 
a battle for survival." admitted 
Devendra Swaruop of the Dindayal 
Research Institute, the RSS think-tank, 
"and the political process is very 
important in this battle." 

It is not entirely surprising therefore 
that Rajendra Sin^, or Rajju Bhaiya as 
he is more popularly known, should be 
the RSS* first rum-Brahmin, non- 
Maharashinan and overtly political 
chief. 

And these days, Rajju Bhaiya is 
losing no opportunity to make political 
statements. It was in a press confererKe 
in Lucknow that he set the tone for what 
was to follow. The former professes of 
Physics t( Allahabad University told 
reisers that the sangh would like to 
maintain a "working relationship" with 
the Congress(I). He also said that the 
Congress was the only political p^y 
which could be cultivated for nadon- 
building and that it was only the end of 
the "dynastic rule" which h^ paved the 
way for more cordial relations. 

While the BJP wk greatly embarras¬ 
sed by this, privately admitting that such 
siaiemenU: could be damaging for the 
party, the RSS spokespersons denied it 
completely. "He was misquoted. The 
RSS is a cultural organisalicm. Being 
head of ihe RSS. Rajiu Bhaiya cannot 
make a policy statement on political 
equations. It is not his job," said a RSS 
member. 

Bui (here was no stopping Rajju Bhaj* 
ya. Wherever he wenu be met reporters, 
either assuring the Election Commis¬ 
sion of his support or blaming iawa- 
harlal Nehru for the Ayodhya coatrov^- 
sy ^ "I was the RSS chief for (he Pai 2 a- 
M area at the time when Sardar Patel 
got (he Dwarka temple restored. The 
then district magistrate had written to 
Pandit Nehru mforming him that he 
wou Id get (he consent of all the Musli ms 
in Fauabad for (he removal of this struc¬ 
ture. Bui Pandit Nehru did not accept 
(his suggestion, " he said in Bombay. 
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A tale of two temples 

Varanasi and Mathura are next on the 
sangh parivar’s agenda 


He a]«> told reporter in Bombay that 
he had warned Naraftimha Rao on 3 
December, 1992. that ’’anything” could 
happen in Ayodhya. "Before 3 Decem¬ 
ber. i found that Mr Rao wai; in favour of 
kar seva being carried out. But then 
peihapa he retracted hi& views as he was 
possibly advised that this would project 
him as pro-Hindu." he said. 


VARANASI 


Though there are sinking sunilari- 
Ites between Ayodhya and Vannasi, 
every sangh pa/ivar leader will tell 
you that the two cannot be compared. 
'This is primarily because, dtey rea¬ 
son, while the question of whedwr 
the Babri Masjid was actually built 
on the ^ot whm Ram was bom is a 
matter of conjecture, this is not so in 
the case of the Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in Varanasi. The "uuth*. 
sangh parivar leaden rnaintam. is 
then to all to see. Bodt the temple 
and the mosque stand very close to 
each other. 

The history of the Gynvapi 
MoiquC'Kashi Vishwanath temple 
is ctev enough The temple was Ant 
built by Vibimaditya. 2.500 years 
ago, and was anacked five tiroes 
during the medieval period. Qutubud' 
din Aibak was the Arst Muslim ruler 
to pull it down. Bui some portions of 
the temple were restored 1^ Muham¬ 
mad Ghorl. Stri>sequcn(ly. the lem- 
plc was destroyed again by Allaudin 
Khiiji. Firm Shah Tu^laq and 
Sikaikdar Lodhi. 

In 1558. when Akbar c«tie to 
power, the temple was rdwilt. A 
severe famine had strude the country 
and Akbar's Inrsted envoy. Todar 
Mai. was sent to Varanasi k> look for 
help. T^tt renowr)ed pundit, Naiain 
BhaQ. agreed to perform a yagna, but 
only 00 the condition that the temple 
would be rebuilt 

The temf^e was once again 
destroyed during Aurangzeb's rule. 

He launched M 2 «nes of attacks agai n- 
St a number of temples af>d the Kashi 
Vishwanath manMr was one of them 
to be destroyed by his army. But des¬ 
pite the tot that the Cyanvapi 
Mosque and the Vishwaiuih temple 
Hiood side by side, there was rK> ml 
trouble. 


MATHURA 


As in the case of Varanasi, the 
sangh parivar feels that the demand 
for the "liberation* of the Krishna 
Janraabhoomi temple is a sponta¬ 
neous one. Its leaders say tto the 
while-domed Shahi Masjid standing 
next to it violaics the sanctiry of the 
Hindu shrine. 

If anything, such siaiemcnts have 
generated much lensloo in Mathura. 
The district administmion has 
already spent well over Rs 90 lakh in 
beeAng up security around the com¬ 


plex where (he temple and the Idgah 
share a common w^l. Visitors to the 
lempk are frisked by security person¬ 
nel and those entering the mosque 
are required to jot down their names 
and address uo a register. 

'nwugb this ha« made a large sec¬ 
tion of (he revidenis of Maitnira 
angry, there is no doubt that the saf¬ 
fron brigade has imle significaDl 
inroacb into Mathura. But a reoiams 
to be seen wUciher the sangh parivar 
succeeds in making anotfier Ayo- 
tfftytoutof Mathuri. • 


U nusual as Rajju Bhaiya's siaicincnis 
might seem, this is not the Arsi time 
that a RSS d)ief has been dragged into a 
political controversy. Or has obliquely 
hinted at a Congress-RSS alliance. Such 
effons have been on for qu i ic wn\t lime. 

time round. Nanaji Deshniukh 
wrote an article analysing the circum¬ 
stances leadi ng to 1 rvli ra C undhi ’ s assas - 
si nation. The article, pcnrwd soon after 
the murder on 31 October, 1984. had 
dealt at great length on Sikh extremism. 
The cyclosiyled piece was circulated to 
ail newspapers in (he fonn of a press 
release. 


fmhtvmoM 

paragraph of the article where Nanaji 
Dexhmukh had expressed satisfaction at 
the peaceful and xmooih transitum of 
power within the Congress. He had also 
said that ahhou^ Rajiv Gandhi was 
very young and politically inexperien¬ 
ced. all sections of society should help 
him in his onerous task. 

The elections were far from our 
mind when Nanaji had written thui 
piece. But by the time the piece appea¬ 
red. elections had been announced. Of 
course, nobody bothcfed to publish (he 



Mo.u newspapers picked on the last 
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original piece after ihai,' said Swaroop. | 
who had been involved in drafdng dv 
cuniroversial article. 


Ten years later, that conUDver^iy has 
been swept under the carpet. Bui Rajiu 
Bhaiya U not Nanaji Deshmukh. Nei 
ther is the cunent controveny a result of 
an off-the-cuff remark. In fact, many 
people feel ihai Rajju Bhaiya’s repeated | 


prunouncemenuon G ATT. die new eco¬ 
nomic policy or on the Inner-Line Per 
mit system for Indians entering north 
eastern states cleara many misgivings on 
these issues. 


.Sunder Singh Bhandari compares the 
RSS to a large tree whose branches arc 
growing. A tree which seeks to provide 
shade to everybody. *1 dunk wc will 


become cvniral to the schciuc of things. 
A one-poim reference for everything. 
Nansimha Ran is accused of being pro- 
RSS. His urch-cneiny N.D. Tiwari is 
ttho accused of the same by Mulayam 
Singh Yadav,” added Malkani. 

Puliiical observers say that Raiju 
Bhaiya'v recent pronounccnK.*nts should 
be viewed from this perspective. They 
arc all a pan of u carefully-planned strate¬ 
gy to bnaidbasc the organisation's 
support. 

B ut it is not only over the Congress 
that the RSS and the BiPhavcdiffc- 
rencck. Cociuidicti>ry voices were also 
heard in Varanasi during ihe VHP's )a] 
Ablushek programme. While veteran 
BJP leader Auil Bchari Vajpayee 
denounced the VHP's Kashi Vishwa- 
nadi movement. Raiju Bhaiya. though 
he was not present in Varanasi on that 
day. let it be known ihai the VHP had his 
tacit support. 

*Yvu cannot go on undoing history. 
Unlike Ayudhya. ihe Gyanvapi mo^jd 
IS ■ an active mosque. Thousands of 
Muslims offer natttaaz there. You can¬ 
not do this to a place of worship." Vaj¬ 
payee said al a press conference. The 
neu morning, he once again told 
reporter:, *1 am not in l^vour of raising 
iJiM issuer (Mathura and Kashi) al this, 
stage.* 

Ttiough there were some within the 
party who did not agree with Vajpayee, 
most of them sided with the DJP stai- 
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EAST, 

WEST 

The best and worst ofTaslima Nasreen *s 

two worlds 



Months after tMr 
first teiephonic 
conversatkm, 
socretaiy general of 
the Indian Rationalist 
Association Sanal 
Edamaniku met 
Ban^adeshi 
wrtler^iMilding 
TasUma Nasreen at an 
undiscloied address 
In Slockholni« Pie 
sloty... 


snowy midday in the month of Ramzan. Sheraton hotel in 
Stockholm. Taslima Nasreen has been waiting for me along 
with two security guards. The meeting had been decided two 
days earlier when 1 spoke to her from Helsinki. Her 
telephone number has changed since then as has her 
residence, where a new connection is awaited. 


At the hotel, she smiles warmly and invites me to lunch. The security 
ofTtcers move to a separate table. 1 watch what she selects from the buffet. 
spread: rice, salmon, salad, a slice of Danish, some ham and bacon. While I 
sip a beer, she takes out a pack of DavidofT. She smokes publicly—a habit 
she picked up during the days of isolation in Bangladesh—but never in 
front of her father. Three days later, she would fly to England for a lecture 
in Oxford, meet her father at Heathrow and bring him to Stockholm. 

She speaks now dboui the recent controversy surrounding her in the 
European media. Focus magarine in Germany had published an 
'interview* with Taslima, in which was quoted defuiding the ruling 
Christian Democratic Parly and suggesting that foreign minister Klaus 
Kinkel, who looked like abody«^builder, should expend his energies in 
defending human rights. The joumalisl who took the fake interview 
charged 4,000 Deutschmarks for the publication rights of the interview, 
claiming that 2,500 Deuischmarics would go to Taslima. 

Taslima promptly reacted by stating that the interview had never taken 
place. This, too, was widely reported in the Western media. 




2 




SUNDAY SPECIAL 


T hough protected by the West, Tasli> 
ma does not believe that freedom is » 
Western concept. Freedom, she says, is 
a universal value — neither Western. 
Northern, Eastern nor Southern. 

In Stockholm. Taslima has changed 
her flat so many times that she doesn't 
remember all the places she lived in. 
When she wants to go out. she phones 
the security orTicers who then uke her 
out in a bullet-proof ordinary-looking 
car. depositing her back ai home when 
the outing is over. 

As we drive to her new hide-out. she 
asks the securitymen to stop somewhere 
for her shopping. ^To buy rice, chicken 
and fish. againT one of them asks sar¬ 
castically. The car slows down and stops 
in front of a supermarket.One officer 
jumps out. goes into the shop for a brief 
survey and comes back. Taslima and I 
walk into the shop where she buys rice, 
meatballs and toilet paper. The shop¬ 
ping — during which the securitymen 
follow us with elaborate carelessness— 
takes about three minutes. 

From the highway, the car turns into a 
small by lane and slops in front of a four¬ 
storeyed house. Someone else's name is 


on the door of the flat that Taslima is 
now occupying. She tells the security 
.officers they may leave, auuring them 
that I will not divulge any information 
about her whereabouts v^n 1 leave. 

Inside the flat. Taslima friays casset¬ 
tes of RabindraSangect. Mu.sic. tea. ciga- 
reties and reading; that ia how Taslima 
spends her lonely days in Stockholm. I 
tape nearly four bouR of conversion, 
to be used in this article (see hoc) and in 
"my forthcoming book. The Shadow Of 
The Cresceni: Islamic Fundatnentalism 
In The Indian Subcontinent. 

She says that she has changed her 
mind about writing the book she had 
planned on her 60 days of hiding in 
Dhaka: she does not wi^ to recall those 

dark, horrifying days. 

While talking to me. she scrabbles 
through heaps of fApert and discovers a 
diary of those days, which ihe hands 
over to me. She also gives me a photo¬ 
copy of the hail document given to her 
hy the Dhaka High Court. 

She had made three paintings during 
herhiding in Dhaka, One of them pictu ri¬ 
ses heaven according to the Islamic 
scripture^: beautiful, nude girts, wine 



aisd unlimited pleasures. The second 
painting shows the suitu.s of women in 
Islam: chained and in permanent fire. 
The third depicts an Islamic holy family; 
a husband and his four faceless wives in 
purdah. 


"This cannot 
be called 
life” 

Europe is no substitute 

for home and freedom, 
says Taslima 

Sanal Edamaruku has been following 
she fortunes of Taslima Nasreen since 
the time the writer first became a subject 
of controversy over Her outspoken con* 
ments on Islam and its interpretation in 
Bangtadeshi society. As secretary gene* 
rat of the Indian Rationalist Associa^ 
tion. he built up public opinion in sup¬ 
port of r42jf/m4. and kept m touch with 
her family when she went into hiding 
from the wrath of the muUahs of her 
country. 

Taslima is now a guest of the Swedish 
government. Edamaruku met the writer 
in her flat in Stockholm. Excerpts from 
their tape-recorded conversation: 

Sanal Edamaruku: How did you fed 



when your af^kalion for ao Indian 
vba to India was denied last 
December? 


Taslima Naareen: I do noi understand 
why a secular democraiic country Uke 
India denied a visa to me. If India is 
afraid of ooooitikm from 

a w 

furtdamenial^ta. how can we expect 
justice in Baigladesh? 

Q: What about flic French vfaa? 


A: Initially, I was denied a visa there 
also, due to security reasems. Later, they 
gave me a visa and 1 got a warm recep¬ 
tion in France. I was treated like a queen 
there. The Ftench President Miuerand 
presented me a copy of the first editions 
of Voltaire's books in a beautiful case. 
Thousands of people waited to see me 
and wished me vinually in every street. 

But 1 am so sad about the denial of the 
visa to India. I love India, especially the 














hftd hetJ^ ii loo. in hiding, but had been 
powerless to deny it or put her family out 
of tlwir miiay. 

An indefatigilide fighter sgainsi fun- 
duncntslism. she confesses she socneii- 
mes feds helpless end week. She remem¬ 
bers the plight of her femily for standing 
behind her in her crisis: her father's 
medicine shop and clinic in Mymen- 
Singh had been torched by fijndamen- 
ttlisu. Her younger sister. Yasmin, had 
lost her job when there were arrest war¬ 
rants out against Tailima. Her brothers 
Norman and Kamal hadn't been able to 
go out to work, and she had been afraid 
(hat her fiat in downtown Shantina^ 
would be bwnbed, taking her family 
with iU including the llnle daughter of 
Yasmin she loves so much. She thanks 
me for calling her family during those 
days and giving them encouragemeni 


But purdah had been useful to TasU- 
me in Bangladesh. She had its 
cover to move from one place to ano¬ 
ther, sometimes In the of a car. 
sometimes going without food or water, 
unable even to visit the toilet Of the 


T aslima remembers that her life had 
never been an easy one. Her father, a 
doctw, was progress We in his views and 
had sent her to school (unlike many 
other girls in the locality ) but she remem¬ 
bers growing up in a house surrounded 
that she had been lulled. Ste says she I by huge boundary walls, not allowed to 


Piiialiilwy« wTriwul 
Man 


city of Calcutta. In Bangladesh, 1 was 
attacked as an agent from India and 
Raw. PundamenialiHia publicly say 
(hat I receive money from India, though 
I did not receive even royalty from the 
puhlishers of my book, li may be 
coming; only, so far 1 did not receive 
even a rupee for Lajja from India. 

Q: Would you like to visit India if you 
aiu allowed by the Indian 
government? 

A: Undoubtedly. I have a close emotio- 
nal link with India. I read Indian literaiu- 
re and see Indian ci nema. 

Q: Your outapokco campa^ for 
oppitamd women has labelled you a 
What do you fed about 

that? 

A: 1am not a feminist lam a humanist. 1 
am cooceroed about all kinds of oppres¬ 
sed people all over the world. Arui I 
would like lu react to their problems 
within my capacities as a writer. All dte 
same. In a Muslim society like 
Bangladesh, women are totally 
suppressed. 

Q: But you have a woman Brine 
Mlnlater and a woman M the leader of 


the Oppodtlon in BangUdesh. 

A: They all came to power as the repre¬ 
sentatives of their husbands or fathers 
only. Prime Minister Khaleda Zia ts the 
wife of the assassinated President Zia-m 
Rahman and Sheikh Hasina became the 
leader of her party as (he daughter of 
Mujibur Rahman, also assax^naied. 
Thwgh Mujib wanted Ban^adesh to be 
a great secularist courtuy. his daughter is 
collabonting with fundamentalists now, 

Qr What about tfie movanent inhla- 
tcdbyJahanaraBcfUJiiiWhowaaGOQ- 
aicler^ as the * mother of martyrs*? 

A: Her movement for the restoration of 
the spirit of the liberation struggle 
has d^ roou in Bangladesh. 1 can also 
be called as (he offspring of that strug¬ 
gle. Though she campdgrwd aganst the 
war criminals being reinstated in 
Bangladod) politics, those who betrayed 
(he liberation struggle and left 
Bangladesh are powerfully buck in the 
mainsoeam pditical life. 

Q: Do you still love sudt a 
Baagladeah? 

At It is only a handful misemou who 
try to destroy my country. Though my 
b^isbann^in Bangladesh and 1 was 


denied Justice there, that does not make 
me hale my country. 

Q: Are you supported Hnancially by 
the Swedish government? 

A: The Swedish government provides 
me with security, but no money is given 
by them. 1 have to survive mainly on the 
awards that I receive and from Itw publi- ' 
cations of my books. The expenses in 
Sweden are very high. It seems that I 
may have to go to some ocher country 
which is less expensive. 

Q: Sometime back, I read that you 
were aot happy In Sweden and wmiM 
like to go back to Bangladesh. 

A: Whu I have here cannot be called 
life 1 am respected and treated well here 
io Eurc^. but 1 miss the freedom to 
wdk frMly in the streets. What 1 long for 
is to get mixed up in the crowd without 
being noticed as Taslima. 

Q: What do you mlas here hi 
Stockhobn? 

A: I miss Ban^adesh. I miss the smell of 
Bangladesh. 1 miss it so badly. Someti¬ 
mes I spread out some clothes that I 
brought from home and try to get a little 
smell of my country. 
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:^||ife^T(i^iini ki Bn^adesb 

(iKiliiiMiij iiwmiiiiilIII 

^M6o«Bdy iboul hamw-fBDQitt 
(Skmn)^ and Muit^ 
^ ^ 

'Hia novel describei 
^hppentKuiioB by Muslims of a 
fanily ift Bangladesh io the 
the denvihiun of the Babri 


Ui^s»K>sw«dot 

tirifaUileclM »IB Mb hMii« 
w the M ioaM£ ahai h« Mfy. 
to ydicn custody erotewte. Har 
fnQy sas fur^aitee by didrBiaida 
and f&Mives who >eat iftnid to COD' 
ttci of thaoL f ibo fooad dM 

ODflAoMii iMbpeaed in 

«aa Ml tbponed outside 
•HdtM a medial 


temadooal HIQMDhfaBdBddal^.^^ 

UiacB (XHEU),} ala cQBincted Levi r'^V 

of,the Norwegia HuanMV'* 
Pau]Kitfa.iHamanUtladeriB ^ 
USAi, and the headquanen of WEU : 
in Hdlod a&idng whether TaiJlma 
could be taken to Norway, Holland..'' 
ate USA. 


TaaUjM wa calm when 1 talked to 
bar* Sheaaid tei she waa not aftaid 
MdteuhS condoue the struggle 
bpiMi iB|}uiCkc—not only agtinei 
voacB. but ate against the Hindu 
atoerin iABeoglf^sh. Stc wa 
awtettete rahdu fundaineD> 
laite in Indb woe ttiiog the Ochs 
bvio 
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njaipt await CD 
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tomdto Bangtearit, Ite toMvtow 
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I hadditcuwom whb Odvar 
Laagreid, the charge d'affalree of te 
NoiwegteEinbaMyiQ New Delhi . 
and toon came to the announcement 
dw te would be granted a visaiote 
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The writer, whose case 
has coitimaiKJed 
worldwide attention, 
remembers a repressed 
childhood, with parents 
who discouraged the 
tomboy in her and forced 
her to read the Koran 
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te^g. One pem w» 
injured in ih»vii> 


diwn-ic 


ichM 

BhiMbA UkoaCooncfl Mdihe 
0<awttafrfecfteRari<taceAfiB»- 
A>lo»MfrHn’ cdppMlife in 


BmNidMbldtwi. 

, TMNbMCkn ift Dhikft pew 10 
^a^HWi dinMittlqtt. Mwimfup* 
AuM^M simd fre^ Rrikct ooe 
MlKteoe»My.Tte 
iongipfjh jafc mlAirrir,Hifl» 


booMl 

ibcfvtid sm *• 
teAudm* UaksflfNorw^/' 
nM«u > Wk > ea u wi eto p e i Afcii 
sed to OB, ccatttatag ftterlo 
tt» invttof ber io MEcad • eyiiqic^ 
Bum OQ ibe Decdon of nprawMB 10 
beheld ip dmNorwegUptownofSMK 
vti^. Bqi. bo« to lake dm Ifloario 
TKlama? Advke cane from Db^ 
dw I would be lyodnd by Motto 
fundMueualsMt tf ] fe e cbed tbediy. 



toll, was Miecked by MueUin fund*' 
DMOulista while he «u tfeveOiog ia 
a<«r io SyUwttowp. Sylbn it known 
« a hot-bM of fundaoMAiilto and 

SeHuk Pari* 

AMd'fCeuncil of liUmic Sohtten) 
wUdi eBBOWKsd a price of 50^0(ii} 
ilbfDT (be IdtoAorTisliott 

AI to toedon worsened. 
HAwaAmfordAS mifliJter 
hb^vatt il.Vglaa publidy warned 
the autoridM iP Baoglade^ fhB 
pe ftH tcroperteewienof the 
hetMl wxto, %rit] not be broctol 
wtowt ttem ^waBure^ Klaos 
Kflikel. die Gman fbieign imnioer. 
also annoofrcedin Botm tittt (be 
SitfOpm UikioQ had offered a beviiQ 
toTattoaNairten. 

Biu bow could Tatlima be brought 
out df Bangladesh? At Delhi, we 
kept clote coAiaet with Dhaka but Jt 
saariied obvious tot (he Ines wen 


WHWlVlfr 'ft* 


dem of The Tlwe in DeUu, propoaad 
(hat he would be the'poeoam* 10 
cany the letter to Dtuka and haod it 
over to Sanh HuasairL the young 
WmaatKfhifaifd advocate oTTaad* 
ma. As perrepotls reeefadig os, ItoH 
na woiBd suneoder cfDcl^ in to 
neu lew dtysl On 1 i^tgnsA {handed 
over a pndiet 10 Cbrismfto Umaw 

coiKaiih(4(he0viuidonfrpo1b3^, * 
vald Stecs and a panooal leturfram 
me » Taslhoa. My letter advUad hp 
m taM oecessaty precautions igaito 
a possible adack while ^ing IP 
court CbrisiopiKr Ttonaa fWw td 
Dhto on 2 Aug^ fa a Srhab Air¬ 
ways fri^. Taalima loneadercd in 
to Dhaka High Cotut OP 3 August 
Ti^ma cane out imcaedfaiely on 
bad. A fa* days later, on a oi^ 
flight to Bangkok, sbe escaped front 
Banglade^ Prom Ban^ck, she 
flew (u Arastadam «d frofn tom lo 
Stodtoto. X. 


go tnyyfhm but ediool. f6n:ed to study 
the Koran against her will, pressed snio 
pracusing/umoor. 

She was scolded several times for her 
interest in *boys* games like cncket and 
football, and encounged to play with 
dolls, whicb the hated. Her schooling 
was deme in Mymensingh, as were her 
medical studies. Instructed to concentra¬ 
te on her schooling, she turned instead to 
reading Bengali liteniTure. often discove¬ 
red and slapped for reading literary 
books instead of her teals. Slowly, she 
familiarised herself with her secret store 
of Tagore. Ssral Chandra. Bankim 
Chsndra and later. Bimal Mitra and 
NiharRanjan Gupta. 

Her fatto bad great ambitions for his 
children bui Taslima's siblings settled 
for small jobs before most of them had 
completed their education. Taslima was 
angry with her family's lot. Prom her 
childhood, she developed a strong sense 
of social and religious irgustlcc around 
her. disliking the growing influence of 
fanaticism in Bangladesh. 

She started writing for vanous 
papers. Though she hadjoined as a physi- 
aan in a govenm.eni hospital, she reser¬ 
ved her interest for her wntings. Her 
diary notes: 'The anger which has burst 
in me and manifested itself in my wn- 
ung has taken society by surprise." 

"Several rumoun are spreMing again¬ 
st me.' the diary goes on. "that I have 
houses in Calcutta, .that I have several 
lovers...^1 these rumours are false." 

As the day grows darii in Taslima's 
flat, she offers to cook dinner for me. 
She never liked cooking — back in 
Bangladesh, cookirig was the work of 
servants — but m Swedra. things are 
different. 

She hasn't as easily accepted other dif¬ 
ferences from her homeland: for several 
months after coming to Sweden, she did 
not correct her wristwatch. so that it 
would keep on showing Bangladeshi 
time 

She cooks nee, meatballs and a vege¬ 
table cuny. We eat together at a small 
table in modem kitchen. She looks 
very Bengali, eating with her fingers, 
urging me to eat more, piling my plate 
wi«h further helpings of nee and meet. 
As we eat. she recites one of her recent 
poems. As I do not understand a word of 
Bengali, she translates for me. The 
poem 18 about many things — Bengali 
tradiuon. Bengali habits, the Bengali cli¬ 
mate but, most of all about "my sor¬ 
rows. my loneliness, my tears for 
Bangladesh.. ” • 
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The scenario after the election results 
Rao seems better placed than before 


I f Ihis was ihc cfuilkn^ lo ihc 
party kiiOi^«hip. then it was no 
cMIcngc at all. Th« much- 
pubHcitted mating of (he 
Congress' Young Tuiis called by 
A si am Sher Khun on 1.^ March to 
'discuss unity, stability and strength in 
ihe puny" could have been a live bomb 
that was to have exploded in P.V. Nun* 
simha Rao's face. It was (o have discus¬ 
sed all (he issues where ihe Congress 
was seen to have failed, including the fai¬ 
lures of the party leadership. 

But unity was far from the minds of 
those who participated in the meeting 
arxl even the ntikes fixed on to the 
podium were not stable. Midway, the 
meeting was hijacked by Rao sup- 
pevters. fortified by a reasonably good 
showing in the Assembly elections. 
When the anti-bomb squad was finally 
called in. it found that it had very little lo 
do-^ (be fuse had been lit but it had fiz¬ 
zled CPU! on its own. 

With the last test of his leadership and 
‘wuinability* behind him. P.V. Narasim- 
ha Rao is now poised at the beginning of 
another phase of his career: tlw prepara- 
lion for the next general election. This h 
his first general el^ion as Pnme 
Minister of India and Congress presi¬ 
dent. And he could not be better plved 
to face it. 

The last Assembly elections were a 
different maner altogether. The Karnata¬ 
ka and Andhra Pndesh election rexulis 
came as a rude shock to Rao. He'd cam¬ 
paigned pmonally in both states; 


Andhra ^adesh wax hi\ home state. 
After the last round of Assembly elec¬ 
tions. the ceriincalc^ of loyalty for Rao 
issued by Pradesh Congrevs Comm nice 
(PCC) chiefs and Congress chict 
ministers required a command perfor¬ 
mance. MPs from the south were shaky, 
and Congressmen like Sharad Pawar 
had to make staiemcnts in the Congress 
Working Committee (CWC) meetings 
that leaders shoukl nut be considered 
leaders only if they were able to win 
elections. 

Pormcr hurnan lesourecs develop¬ 
ment minister Aijun Singh resign^ 
well after the last Asscn^ly elections. 
But a Rajesh Pilot was emboldened 
enough to demand an explanation and a 
discussion on why the Congress has lost 
(he two elections. At (he meeting of the 
CWC after ihe south was lost to the 
Congress, then commerce minisierPra- 
nab Mukbeiyee had lo intervene on 
behalf of the ^me Mmisto’ lo call 
Rajesh Pilot off when he became too 
aggressive. The PM was vulnerable — 
and his adversaries knew it 

The situation has dtanged afkr this 
election. Oh vva has retumU a Congrts- 
s(l) government. As no one was expec¬ 
ting this, it is a ringing endorsement of 
Rao's presidentship: he did tour Orissa 
four times during campeign. 

Maharashtra has / returned the 
Congrtxdl) as the sidgk-largesi pany. 
Though the party has lost the govern¬ 
ment Rao. who was actively discoura¬ 
ged from coming to campaign (Bombay 



Re^onaJ Congress Comminee chief 
Murli Deora wrote to^h^m saying as 
much) is in a position to say that he (eft 
Maharashtra to his lieutenants. So it is 
rKM a personal defeat for him. 

Gujarat was loM by Ihe Janata Dal<G), 
not the Congress. Rao's managerx say 
thai the CMgress had to pay the price for 
accepting Chimanbhai ?m[ when he 
mer^ bis par^ with the Congress. The 
Bharatiya JaiUga Pony (B/P) ’|bvem- 
ment in this election is the pride the party 
paid. Former Gujarat chief mmisier. 
Madhavsinh Solanki said, when theelec- 
tion results were announced, that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party had to win one 
election — that election is now behind 
the Congress. 
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The pany is likely to win Anjoachal 
Pradoh And ifilcan improve us (ally in 
Bthar beyond the 73 i( holds m the 
Assembly ai present. Reo’s challengers 
will have very b tile to go on 

W o ore his challengers'’ 

In Paxliamem and outside, the 
only open adversary Rao has is A^un 
Singh Sink's supporters in the Lck 
Sabha do not number more than a do?en 
Siogh himsell. former Rajasthan chief 
minister ^iv Charan Maihur. MP Man* 
kuram Sodhi. Assam MP Swarup 
Upadhyaya. allegedly cupelled Punjab 
MP Jagmeet Singh Brar. dethroned 
Tamil Nadu PCC chief Vaehapadi 
Ramamurihi. and his two solid sup- 


Congress leaders 


rate 



■ ShgfVf Pmr Hag to maita the hast 
a viry M . f or el I 

pncttoH puipoMg. Mahara^ra Is lost 
ID ttit Conom(l|—tfid all because 
ot Pswtf. And the top slot, ivhich 
Pfwar would have Did for rf he had won 
MlihirfeMre, has slipped out of his 
hands. StW. all is not lost. Pawar has a 
yftrtomskeup lost ground 


1 A/|ufl Slnah: Untty I man of 
letters. Amm Sinoh Is fhmmxad. ^ 
gone too win his indictment of Rao to 
return to the fold. WofM.ths 
Cohorees* Derformenct a not es bad as 
he'd hoped It's tune to put GOfTttnpw>cy 
pfarts into motion. The M of these is 
to demand an AHX session 
immediately. The other Is to neutralise 
his other rtvtl.N.D.Thviri. 
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■ K. Kaninakeran Is bitter that after he 
iM so much for Rao. the Congress 
presidem hasnT backed him mthe 
smuggle for chief minista rshi p in 
Kerala. Rao's offered him a 
rnMership at the Centre 
Karurtakaran says If he*s a misfit in the 
state, he cannot be a success at the 
Cerrtre Win finally have to leave Kerala. 


■ N.O. Thvarl’ Wasnl centraJ finance 
mMcter for nofhino<~ knows how 10 
show a half-ernpty account as bemg 
had^fuS. Tlwan tost the election frorn 
the liP hHts. wu stripped of the 
pnsidentihip and cast his lot witti 
Afjun Singh whom he's profoundly 
suspicious of. But continues to fceep 
his balance with Ms feet In two bO08 at 
once. Sttt on taHong terms with both 
Arhm Singh and KaTasimha Rao. 




■ Rajesh Pilot The man in a hurry is 
nowinmoreofahuny than ever Pilot 
Ml t^ssaoed by the other Young 
^rkft—fdeepfiingh Bhurla, 
Rangarajan Kumaramangalam and 
Aplam Sher Khan—but doesn’t want 
to be cast out In the cold Will lump at 
any opperbmity to do the dirty by 
Shand Pewar^forPawar oouk) be 
hUfM in Delhi. 


awAikv 
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porters fMm Medhya Pradesh. After Unpaasiooed aAti-R»o speeches 
Shivendra Bahadur Sinj^ and Pawan had bees made, Haryana PCC chief. 
Diwon. Dharanipil Sin^ MaJik got up to apeak. 

Thisia the sirengLh ihe hard-core Yes. he said, there were many problema 
diKs idenis in the Congrtaa party. before the party. Bui should aU there pro¬ 

blems be laid at the door of one 
The others are froth. When Rao aide individual? 

E>evendra Dwivedi sought out Aalam As tempers mounted, voke^ rose. 
Sher Khan to ask him what the 'Young Soon the pro-Rao and anii-Rao Young 
Tgris* wanted from dw party, Khan, he Turks were at each oiher'^ throats. The 
say^. was unable to mention any MR from Punjab. Kama! Chaodhary 
concrete grievance upinsi the high grappled with Satyanarayan Rao, ftv- 
command. mer joint secretary. AICC. Ayub Khan 

But the Young Turks could have been had his clothes tom and narrowly erea- 
a formidable challenge to Rao had they ped being thrashed within an inch of his 
marshalled iheir strength with intelligen- life for daring to defend P.V. Narisimha 
ce. Instead of degenerating into a state Rao. In a fury, the Haryana contingciH, 
PCC-type fracas, had leaden of the statu* sent by chief minister Bhajan Lai to 
re of Narain Dutt Tiwarl and Aijgn monitor the meeting, turned on Rau’s 
.Singh addressed the meeting, it could critics. 

have exposed to the party, with The meeting, which began as a show 
seriousness and credibility, the flip side of strengOt by Rao detractors, wa.s 
of the rosy picture that Rao is trying to overtaken by Raoloyalisis with Dharam- 
project. pal Singh Malik walking out in pre^t 

It could have drawn atteniim to the againstgoonddiim. Later in the evening, 
erosion in the party's support base, the Rao a great »how of his unhappi- 
corruption in the government and Rao* s ness and soitdw at such meetings. "If 
own personal failings But a lightweight this continues, you can have my migna- 
affair was made even more lightweight tion.” he told visitors. This was the index 
by the way in which the meeting was of Ms confidence at having vanquished 
handled. the last of hi s challengers. 


f jfhllni bmfcg otrt it tht mtatlng of the 

R ao's next battleground it Parlia- 
menu If things come to a crunch in 
the House, there are only 12 MPs who 
will get up and acttially vote against h\s 
govemmeni. Of them, one, Arjun Singh, 
is no longer a Congress MP. Rao's 
government has a majority of 116 MPs. 


once again, lo predict the election 
results accurately 

wai btlkd aa bdog exclusive to india 
Today, tt has proved to be exclusive 
ofreaUey.TlK poll gave 123 to 150 
aaKasoiheCoQ|Rss; 110 to 125 to 
the BJP and 30 to 40 to Che otei. It 
was danuUngly ipadfjc-^Pawar 


waa expected "whh a b(i of luck" to 
readttbe 144 raifc. dwaaaeitfw 
bolstered by (he huge luflwut of 
women w[io werehi^y with 
Pawar* s pro-women policies; and 
the conventional wisdom 

that the Mu&ltnuwiU 
, deaen die Congress ooly 
when there is a strong 
noihHinduTva opiiwi 
open to them. This may 
mil have happened; but the 
poll was compleiel y 

^ OHlaraUHete, 

• ,1 1 while the poltsten 

1 ^ V hiven*t gone so 

B ■ dramatically wrong in 
■OjBI bnaidprediaiorta, 
■Ml figures are totally 


IVanbldMepoB was the noat; 
recuwlc gndted IfM wtta lor 
the Coiffeai—Ibr CoognM got k I 
The poy pmlwM 140-15QaeiU for 
ibe BJP-SUv Seat, liey goi }95. 

But this was foe only . , 

o(te.Allfoeaiheri gg" 
proved to be wide off foe 1 

FnmUne^Ctnm for 
Media Sndks (CMS) 
poll said foe CoQi^s 


Taifcy^lAROexkpDd 
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irm' *Ymri Tiria* 

While ihe undenunding with Jaytldi* 
tho'S All India Anna Dnvida Munnetn 
Kazhagam (AlADMK) can no longer be 
taken for granted, Rao’s managers aie 
confident that ADMK might abstain, 
but will not be a party to destabilising 
Rao. 


But Rao's confidence cornea ftom hia 
*iovisible fnettds'. The potamaikn in 
Bihar is sudt that once the Aaaanbly 
electioru are over, Rao will be in a posi* 
tkm to cboose bis allies between 
Niiisfa Kumar's Samau Pvty and Laloo 
Janaia DaL * 

la the Lok Sabha. Laloo Yadav has 18 
MPs and Nitish Kumar has 16. Whoever 
forms the govenunem. Rao is assured of 
the support of one. The Mulayam Singh 
Yadav-ied Samajwadi Party is already 
an admirer of Rm's. 

Rao’s first priority now is survival 
with parliamentary s^ility for the next 
octe year. These elections have shown 
that the cortcept of the ihitd force Is recc' 
ding into the rruddle distaitce and may 
vanish illogather by the next gener^ 
ekciioQ. This means that the Congress 
will take the BJ? head-on. 

The Congressd) is better placed to 
take advanuge of (his situation than (he 
BJP. It will have (he advamage of (he 
'incumbency syndrome' (.vev /owing 
story). If ii plays i(s cards well, (he next 
Lok Sabht election can be turned into a 
referendum on dte pcrformarMc of the 
BJP governments in the stales. In terms 
of corruption and money, the BJP and 


the Congress by then will be equally 
matched—sympathy for an Opposition 
nationalist Hindu alternative will be tern* 
pered by its performance on the ground. 

In Older to manage the disgruntled 
fringe MPs in Padiamem, Rao has two 
secret weapons — (be Congress chief 
ministers and Sbarad Pawar. Chief 
ministers hgve an organic link with the 
MPs from their states. MPs depeod on 
the CMs for local favours an4 obltga' 
lions. In turn, the MPs keep the CMs 
inflamed about the goings-on i n the capi* 
til. When this link breaks, both come to 
grief. 

Rao already enjoys the support of at 
least two chi^ minisiers — Beint Singh 
and Bbtgan Lai. The induction of Buta 
Singh into the central government was 
expected to cause a setback in relations, 
but clearly, this hasn't happened. Party 
MPand Beam Singh-supporter Surinder 
Singla was one of (he mOM vocal pro* 
Raopajticipants ai the Asians Sber Khan* 
sponsored meeting. 

Punjab is scheduled to go to the polls 
a few months after the general elections, 
Rao has explained to MPs thru arrange* 
imts have to be made with those elec* 
lions in mind as well. 

The most importani feather in Rao's 


■Rttufwe. Thf WeeA*Mode poll said 
n Congress would get 40 to 60 
seats; the Congress hM awiaged46. 
But it predicted 90 to tOO sears for 
dte BJP. The BJP has got 121. 

The Frofft/iftf-Centre for Media 
Studies poll did predict a vkttry for 
the BJP. But for some reason, this 
victory was contingent 00 (he 
turnout. IfthetunKMtwasiobedS 
per cent (which it was), they 
expected the BJP to get between 90 
and 100 scats. But cJearly their 
ceuUon hasn* (brou^t than aoy 
nearer an accurate predictioa—the 
BiP got 121. The Congress was 
expected (0 gel 45-50 SC8LS—it has 
got46. 

On Gujarat, the indUt 
fo^oy-MARG poll has done better 
—•of its three predictions, two are 
correct The BJP wa.s expected to get 
between 100 and l25seaK;Uhaagot 
121 . But the poll gave50to70ae«u 
to (he Congress—its got only 46, 
Othoi have got i6 seaii—MARC 
gave them 2£>50, 


Or t W C Tie Wtek toi Mode 
didn't attempt lopitdfctOriata— 
dsey were wiae. Both Mdkt 
raday*MARO and FrotuiineKoom 
for Media Studiea proved cora^etaly 
wrong about te Orissa rewh. Both 
expected (he ianau Dal tt> fbrv the 
govemmem io Orisaa. The 
govemmem is btdfig formed by (he 
CongRSid). 

The FrvntiMg poU gave (he 


Congreaa 3540 aeMs; it won 80, It 
Itve'JananDal 7545 seats; it got 
45. aupport its predictions. Ihe 
fromti/ie poll said the Coa|resa(I> 
bad failed to “praaoii iisdf to 
people of Odsaa as a crediMe 
alternative”. The patty is the niliog 
party now. 

Even dK figure given ou( by the 
poll for the BJP islnaccwaie—(be 
poll expeciedjhe BJP to get 4 

I to 5«eau. The patty has 

got 9. 


Tbebufia 

Todko^MA^ poll does 
not predict the number of 
sens eac^sparty would 
get; H Isadts it^ to (he 
paroeau^ of voces. 
However, the poU doea 
aay that die JaattiD^ 
wm expected to lead with 
39 per cent (he popular 
vote; with the Congiwi 
expected to be just 5 per 
cent behind with 34^ ' 
ceDiofthevott. • 
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F irvihcsttid ito Theo be »mI >es. 

OB vaflK had been tent out. 
Reponerb i n \he H ve ^tate capiiali 
were awaiting instructions. 
Suddenly, chief dectioo 
commissioner (CEOT.N. Seshan 
announced that there would be no 
election analyses, pol 1 trends or 
upi nioQs on the Assembly eiection 
results, either on DDordarthaooron 
(he private cable channels until die 
Bihar elecnoAs were comi^etod on 
19 March. New Delhi 
TelcvUion(NOTV)*s 
Prannoy Roy. who was to 
have put the programme 
together, could ^y say: 

’‘I'm speechless.” 

If this was drarnaiic. 

Seshan's turnaround was 
even more Mjrprising, 

When U was all over, 
after the last result hod 
come from Mabarashtni. 

Seshan changed his 
mind. With great 
magnanimity, he 
announced (hat he was 
withdrawing theccder in 
view of the public 
<^inion against it. Bui by 
(hen, (he eleciions and the 
counting was uver. There 
was riiMhing to analyse, 
noihing to rep(Kt. 

WhenhcHrst 
armounced the hop. 

Seshan‘sdeHant 
comment to stun 
politicians and 
journalists was: "Tube it 
locouri—fm ready lo 
fight." But he explained 
the logic of his apparent 
high-handedness lo 
friends. Electiom in 
BIharhadbeen 
postponed hecair^l'a 
iaw-md*OTTki^<9Mn. 


could not}«(poll analyaci or 
mda in oihw Haiea influence voters 
u Bihar. 

Roy waiihe firu to react and hb 
cooceni was more immedsaie. 
Worrbd, be (edd reponen he hoped 
Seshan* I kigic would not apply to the 
Budget aialyuft that wax to be 
(ckeastoc 15 Marefa*«<> after all, ihc 
preaeocackn of the Budges had been 
ddayed so that it would not be an 
Induecaem to voien 10 vote m 


favoured a pMetdar pa^. Thar 
ntuadoB was kBI valid—Bilar 
election wai being held after the 
Budget Given this logic. Budget 
presentation should be further 
potfponed. and ntfuraJIy. also its 
nalysiS otfTV. Roy said. 

But the CEC*i announcetnem 
made UtUe sense to those IR the 
media who had been working for 
several weeks to make their 
presentations on TV, At first. 


Til.$aUita'i(left)onler 
lhatmalactioiiMalinii 
pwgawn m tboHW b> 
emn on Ooordarahan or 
aiqr of the coUe chamoli 
took ovoryofw by MrpriM. 

M thit Pramwy Rojr, who '" 1 % 
nm ol tot b air Ms ihow on 
bMtion couU uy was, 
■TmipeocMoM" 


BIMMt II 


The CEC first gags the elecironic media, and then changes his mind 












cap is the si^ipon he's been able lo ^ 
trim Digvijay SingK tbe entwhile 
Af}un Singh supporter in MP who seems 
to have swuog lo Rao*s side. After these 
elections results, Digvijay Smgh will 
find it easier lo announce his allegiance 
openly. 

But Rao has lost a chief miniMcr he 
had come to depend un: Shared Pawar. 
Pawar has always sided with Rao 
through all the vanuus crises of leader¬ 
ship, In doing so. he's lost some valua¬ 
ble opponunitks to break free of Delhi. 
Now it is too laic. Pawar is at Rao's ten¬ 
der meiries. The chances arc that hts 
demurral not withstanding, Pawar will 


•'^1 * .w .. - Tt '. 


gS3s»^S’ 

hadoaiaMfiMioftwoMiigtbg 

Mvcnlw«aRft1hi 
DecU^ CouMn Mdiltekar 
thM di cedar appiM«i%ri6* 
t^iion aid x^b. «adw iMht 

print 

aeiad upon <ba 
w«akaM poliH In ihe oedar: Seikir' 
lawyer K,K. Vaougopal 
Seihaa'i order wsdSacrimintfoiy ' 
aod vidati ve of the cidzan's 
fuodamenut right to fn» speech and 
infomtaiion. The Electfdo 
ComiTuuion was not even a 
law-making body, It M only 
Aupervlaory funcUons. Besides, 
when all the newspapers were 
forecasting trends, whet was (he 
poi ni of prtvetutng TV h*Dm doing 
the same? 

This refrain was quickly taken up 
by otheri. Where did 'news* end and 
*treftd' begin? Doordirshut 
newsrooms were thro wn intostraey 
—they could broadcast news, but 
not creflds. Did that mean they could 
only announce actual results and oof 
leadirtgs? Was dutf not suppression 
of news? 

While the outcry was sbU going 
on, Seshan sent out another order— 
cancelling the first one. He said he 
had taken into accourU Ok public 
opinion against the order, and had 
changed Ids mind—he was no 
longer worried (hat eleciion or 
Budget analysis would afFea the 
Bih^*voter. So, anyone who wanted 
to analyse tbe results on TV wax 1^ 
lodoKooRerB.OUpmoaMonday. 13 
March. 

. By then, of course, it was too hie. 
Citizens of Trtdia weredeniei(Hhe 
facility even (he most backward 
Third World countries now hove 
access tu—ijjUmpectiun by Ac 
losers, lubihuion by the winners, end 
the deinysdfkaiiua of the eleetond 
pfocc^ Doonlprihan con^entfttd 
itsitf Infihf |FnVnWjgrBfi|ial by 


miicS-. 


■wwi/SmSCv 
mformation, a* 


Shukla. his deputy Malang Singh, Mar¬ 
garet Alva, Mukul Wasnik. minister of 
stale for home P.M. Sayeed, and 
minister for chemicals and fenilisen;. 
Eduardo Falerio. Political management, 
Rao's sccwid priority, has been 
entrusted to foreign minister Pranah 
Mukhetjee. V.C. Shukla, Bute Smgh. 
Salman Khurshid and the diminutive 
Bhuvanesh Chaturvedi. 

Textiles minister G. Venkaiaswamy 
is a senior minister, the only one in the 
Cabinet from Andhra Pradesh, and is 
being asked lo cany out the trickier poli¬ 
tical operations — like trying to dis¬ 
suade (he leader in the middle, N,D. 


■WMlwta Rm llBtt) wfth tab tadhi: 

he brought to Delhi and U'«ii for MP 
management for the next year. 

R IO would have been invincible hod 
he been able in swing one factor in 
Congress politics lo pis advantage — 
Sonia Gandhi. But no assurances, either 
to him or to anyone else, seems to he 
forthcoming from lOJanpaih.Thccraor 
hints and signals is over. If Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi wants to be a factor now. she has to 
come out and say so openly. No longer 
can somebody have a cup of tea with her 
and translate it into political support 
from lOJanpath. 

If communication between P.V. Nam* 
simha Ron afkd Sonia Gandhi broke 
down in the pasa. it can be now restored 
through P. Chidambaram who bt a 
irusied aide of both. So Rao's <Mily real 
preoccupat ion now »bould he Parliament 
He has an impressive team. Sta 
ministers arc committed to parliamenta¬ 
ry managemeiU; Cabinet minister V.C, 


httahMtdtQHthir g uppo rt 

Tiwari. fnim attending the Bhopal rally. 

The rnc,vsagu that Rao is sending out 
after the Assembly elections is; big or 
small, every soldier of the Congress 
party can be useful. This is the same 
P.V. Narasimha Ron who has relied so 
far on low •level political manipulation 
to erasure his survival in Parliament. 

All his MPs continue to grumble 
about Rao's other problems: his indeci¬ 
sion, his strong likes and dislikes, the 
complete absence of anti-poverty pro- 
gramrrKs. and a bankrupt manifesto. 
And yet. Arjun Singh is u non-option: 
Shorad Paw»” . not in the running, and 
it IS Rao who i s going to lead the party i n 
the next eleciion. 

When asked if Rao was worried about 
the next session of Pariiament, Salman 
Khurxhid said: The PM has everything 
tied together beautifully'’ That would 
certainly seem to he the case. • 

AM PMnto MMUA/Maiv 
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Oppositions don't win 
elections. Governments 
lose them 


I f the results of ibe Assembly ekC' 
tions have taught us anything at 
all. it is this: nobody knows 
anything. Not the pollsten; not 
the media; not the politicians; and 
not the Intelligence Bureau. 

Take Orissa. Till the Andhra and Kar* 
naiaJca results came In. the conventional 
wisdom was that ii was a sure thing for 
the Congress. But once the Andhra land¬ 
slide sunk in. the pundits hastily rewrote 
the wisdom and .said that Biju Patnaik 
could well pull off an NTR. During the 
campaign, when it should have been 
clear that the Congress w» well on its 
way to I decisive victory. Journalists 
were divided in assessing the trends. 

Even Gujarat, where there was little 
doubt that the Congress would be wiped 
out. posed its own kind of problem. The 
resulu of the municipal elections led to a 
hasty revision of the conventional wis¬ 
dom and the Congress’ prospects were 
scaled upwards overnight. 

In Maharaid)ira. there was no agree¬ 
ment over the results. Even those who 
predicted a hung Assembly believed 
that Shared Pawar could still 
buy enough MLAs to 
fom the govemmenu 
Alternatively, there were 
(hose who said that the 
Andhra pattern would be 
repealed and there would 
be an anti-Congress 
wave. In the event, nei¬ 
ther happened. The 
Congress lost but it still 
got 81 seats, not enough 
to justify any claims of an 

Ai^hra-style wave. 

In Bihar, the confusion 
is compounded by the ten¬ 
dency of the pundita to 
revise Iheir opinions by 
die day. The Congress 
went into the election as 
an underdog. Bui now. 
wnte arc even predicting 


that it could emerge as the 
single-largest party in a 
hung Assembly. 

Who is one to believe? 
How is one to predia 
what will happen in a 
world where even Pran- 
noy Roy seerns as hefud- 
dl^ as the rest of us? 

A nd yet. there is one 
trend that seems to 
predominate at every 
election; the incumbency 
syndrome. 

It is a truism that no 
government has retained 
power it the Centre aOer 
a parliamentary election 
over the last 25 years (the 
eacepcioft is 1984 which 
was clearly a special 
case). Now. that paiiem 
is being repealed ai the 
stale level. 


Tha pMtf Ita M iMnMIir 
rffUIng that/ aphMwi at 
thillktIyMafLJiaa 
PrandVidvrlaBRiai. 


Almost every Assembly election in 
recent memory has witnessed a huge 
swing against the party in povrer. In 
1993. the Bharatiya Janata Pony's 
(BJP's) shm of seals declined dnimati- 
cally in UP. Madhya Pradesh. Himachal 
Pra^sh and Rajasthan. It managed to 
form a government in the one slate 
where there had been no incumbent: 
Delhi. 

In 1994, the Congress was knocked 
out in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka on 
a.sirnilar anti-incumhcnl wave. And 
now. in 199S, the same trend predomina¬ 
tes. In Maharashlra. Orissa Cujardl. 
the results have all gone against the 
governments in power. 

Even the pundits who arc now hastily 
nevhing their i^inions of the likely 
imtcoiiK in Hihar have been forced iti 
take the iiwumbency syndrome inio 


«UMOAri» 
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Madhya Pradedi. Uiur 
Pradc&h. Himachal 
Pradesh and very nearly 
lose RajaMhan because 
Hindus had rediscovered 
their secular principles? 
Or wa» the result a simple 
vole against the BJP 
govemmenu in power? 

If the whole Ram wave 
hypothesis — eagerly 
advanced by the press — 
has any cr^ibility. ihen 
why is it ihai nobody is 
hailing the BJP victories 
in Gtijam and Maha* 
cashen as the beginning 
of a second wave of 
Hindu re'Hvalism? Could 
ii be that the media has 
linally realised that only 
one emotion predomina* 
les at all elections: an 
angry disillusionment 
that leads voters to turn 


•aly wvtvtbf 


account. The argument now is that 
Laloo Y aduv m ight lose because there is 
j national anii-c5tahlishmeni wave. 

In other words. Oppositions don't 
win elections. Governments lose them. 

I f the incumbency syndrome herfds — 
and at present, it is hard to argue again¬ 
st it — then much of the conventional 
wisdom will have to be rewritirn. Take 
the Ram wave. Did Indians .suddenly 
lose themselves in an orgy of Hindu revi¬ 
valism? Or wa.s the BJP merely game- 
ring the protest vote' 

In 198V. the protest votes were shared 
between the BJP and the Janata l>il. In 
1991. when rhe Dal hud Kvn discredited 
by its own iiK*umbcnc>, the BiP got 
even more o 1 the priHcsi 't»tc. 

The Mxullcd cikI III the R;im wave iv 
as suspect, Did I Ik* HJP lose 


incumbent governments out of powo^ 

O bviously India is much too Urge, 
much too diverge and much loo 
complex a country for a single hypothe¬ 
sis to explain the results of every elec¬ 
tion. Bui the imponaince of the incum¬ 
bency syndrome now seems undeniable. 

Whai is less dear is what an incurtv 
bent gover nm en t can do to avoid defe^. 
One answer is to concentrate on special 
interest groups and to hope to retain 

AC QM MvCC piffHBtHiV/ 


iHttiH ricopM tiM npertaMc of 
toi ^b rt c Bto io iJportof i towy 


those pockets of support even in U>e face 
of a general antj•establishment wave. 

This is whai Mulayam Sin^ Yadav 
is counting on. Hence, his caste-based 
populism and his complete unwil¬ 
lingness to be reasonable on the Unarak- 
hand issue; he knows thai he won't win 
any seats in the hills regardleA of what 
he does. 

Laloo Yadav has been less focussed 
than Mulayam. Moreover, he has begun 
to believe his own propaganda and 
megalomania has taken the place of po] i • 
(ical calculaiions in guiding hix actionx. 
Bur even so. Laloo is counting on the 
same kind of casie-based support to help 
the Janata Dal emerge as the single- 
largest party in the Bihar Assembly. 

For reasons that have never been 
dear, $harad Pa war. one of India's 
shrewdest pditicians, failed to grasp 
this basic reality. In 1990, the anti- 
incumbency syndrome denied the 
Congress' base in ihe iraditional 
stronghold of Maharashtra. For the (Ini 
lime, it failed to win an overall majority. 

Piwar bought himself a rmgority later 
but he never realised that the same trend 
could well unseal him in 1995. And that 
his best hope was lo concentrate on such 
tradiiirmal Congress vote banks as the 
Muslims. Systematically, almost by 
stmie grotesque design, he alienated 
every ^nglc Muslim in Maharashtra to 
the extent that the party's most loyal sup- 
pociers were forc^ to vote for the Shiv 
Sena; the polilical equivaUnt of turkeys 
voti ng for an early Chri si mas. 

At the next parfiameniary ele^ion, 
the anti-incumbcTKy syndrome is 
almost certain to work against Narasim- 
ha Rao. Like Pa war the Prime Minister 
has failed io recognise the importance of 
keeping hard-core supporters happy. 

Hi.s best hope is to believe that voters 
do not distinguish between govern¬ 
ments al the stale and at the Centre. If 
this is so then, a year from now. public 
disillu^kOnmcnt with Bal Thackeray. 
N.T. Rama Rao and the rest could lead 
to a pro-Congress vote. 

If that doesn't happen, then even 
though NaruMmha Ron has won this 
particular battle after these results, he 
could well lose the war. * 

^$m0n4/t$0wD9mt 
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State round-up 

Analysing the election results 



StiandPmarliiltisInnkttfiiMafttrtMIttiof MiNrnlitri 

faith in Pawar's political capacities was 


MAHARASHTRA 


This was Sharad Pawar's defeat 

W aiting for the results in New Delhi, 
the general opinion in theCongres- 
s(I) was that if Shvad Pawar reached (be 
lOC^se&i mark, he would be able to form 
some kind of government, "Sharad will 
be the chief minister. Bui Tm not sure if 
the Congress will be able to form the 
government alone.’' confessed minister 
for penonneJ, Margaret Alva. Alva's 
opinion was echoed by others in (be 
Congress, It was clear than an infallible 


(he basis of the pcditical assessment of 
most in die Congress. 

But it is Pawar who has proved to be 
the Congie&s* downfall. Though Bom^ 
bay and the adjoining Konkan coastal 
areas were expected to reject the 
Congress, western Maharashtra was 
expected to be more kind lo the party. 
'But the Congress fared badly in both. 
And in both areas, Sharad Pawar left his 
trail. 

In Bombay ^ Konkan. which 
account for65 s^h in the Assembly, the 
Congress won just five. In BomtMy. it 
lost eight seals to (he Shiv Sena-BiP 
combine and our of 34 seats it could 


win only OM That too 
was won only because 
the candidate was backed 
by A.R. Antulay, a 
known Pawar detractor. 

The reason (or the stun* 
ning rejection of the 
Congress is clear: the 
Muslims voted against 
(he party because of the 
Bombay riots and against 
the Shiv Sena-BJP for 
obvious reasons. In the 
two Muslim-dominated 
areas of Nagpada and 
Umerkhadi, the Samaj* 
wadi Party and Janata 
Dal candidates were the 
winners. 

The campaign by the 
Opposition that Sharad 
Pawar had links with the 
underworld had a fallout. 
And (he desperate attem¬ 
pts by Murli Eleora to win 
back (he Muslims by 
announcing that (he 
Congress would repeal 
TADA. had the effect of 
funher consolidating the 
Hindu vole. Bal Thacke¬ 
ray launched the single- 
point programme that the 
Congress was going soft 
on the lumpens and g(xm> 
das who blasted Bombay 
during the riots. So, Pawar was fixed 
either way. 

Western Maharashtra, a traditional 
Congress bastion which sends 75 seals 
to the Assembly, elected almost as many 
rebels as it did Congress candidates. 
Some were rebels put up by Pawar him¬ 
self. Others were S.B. Chavan's men, 
arwl some were candidates hacked by 
central minisiers like Balram Jakhar. 
Result: all these rebels cut into the votes 
of the official Congress candidates and 
were instnimenul in defeating them. 
The net gainer was the Shiv Sena-BJP 
combine. 

In (he three districts of Khande^ 
(north Maharashlru) — Na.sik. Jalgaon 
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GUJARAT 


The Congress pa id for the .uns 
of Janata Dal(G) 


T here WS& conKicmation when Gujaru 
minisier, Chiman^^ F^l 
died in ihc middle of his lerm. having pre- 
viously secured his position as CM by 
merging the ianaia Da](G) with the 
Congress. The Janata Gal governmeni 
in Gujarat was precariously placed befo- . '\'}\ J 
rc iu merger. With 70 seals in a House <' 
where ihg BJPhad 67. it was vulnerable .. *. 

and ent j rc ly dependent oti the Congress. mS ‘ 

Patel turned to the ConKFes.s when he HK 
was threatened with a split in his mvn 

party. K ti hib M i Hkwt tJn first BJf 

As it turned out. the merger didn't sMtf MlillUr af ftK)Sr«t 

WNMV i».«U«a<1MI 
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and VHP members were sidelined. 
Worse, the popular belief that the BJP 
controlled the urban areas was rudely 
belied in the municipal elections held in 
December 1994 in which Independents 
got more the 50 per cent of the seats. 
This caused a crisis of confidence 
among the BJP cadres, which mani' 
fested itself in rivalry f<v leadership and 
institutional erosion. 

The Congressd) is more cooHdem 
about its performance in the Lok SaMa 
elections a year hence. Then it is confi¬ 
dent, the vote will go against the incum¬ 
bent government and the iniemal mer¬ 
ger will be more complete than it is 
today. In any case, the Congress argues 
that Gujarat docs not represent a defeat 
for (he party — i( is a defeat for the Jana¬ 
ta Dal(G). 


ORISSA 


Even the Congress didn 't 
expect this result 


gveryone expected the Congress to 


iperform better in Orissa — after all, 
you can't do much worse than 10 seau 
out of 147. But not even the moist opti¬ 
mistic in the party expected the stunning 
verdict in which Congress went up to 80 
seats while the Janata Dal. which had 
been in power, totted up 43. The BJP. a 
relatively new entrant on the Onssa 
scene did surprisingly well, winning 
nine scats in comparison to the two it 
had won in the last election. 

While the Congress was jubilant ai 
being able to cash in on what wa.s clearly 



chtrh 

«talhr for tlN Dal 




the BJP got 3.5 per cent 
of the vote, but won only 
two seats. In the Lok 
SaUia elections held a 
year later, it didn't win a 
single seat, but its share 
of the popular vote went 
up to 9.3 percent. In this 
election, it has won nine 
seats, while its share of 
the vote has yet to be 
deiennined. 


It is clear, however, 
that the BJP has come to 
Orissa to suy. If it can 
develop a cr^ible suie- 
level leadership, it might 
even get a chance of 
playing kingmaker in the 
next election. 


4 J. Nliaai; tht Coaaiaat will to maklnfahlg 
iBlotakoHttaikMhlmCM 

a vote for change. Orissa itself showed 
caution in voting fora J.B. Pamaik-led 
Congress. In the last election, a voce for 
change resulted in a rebounding victory 
for Biju Patnaik: he g« 123 seats for his 
party as of^iosed to the abysmal 10 won 
by the Cmgress. 

This time around the verdict *— in 
favour of the Congress — was not so 
unequivocal. Conversely, the Janata Dal 
was also not thrown out with as much 
vehemence as it was in, say. 1985. when 
it got only 21 seats in the Assembly. 

This has a lot lodo with the personal cha¬ 
risma of Biju Paoudk and the absence of 
a charismatic lead^ m the Congress, 

But it is the rise of the BJP which is 
tnily impressive. In the last election. 


The Samata Party 
started by the former 
Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha. Rabi Ray, has 
proved to be a non- 
staner. Ray started his 
party as un aliemative to 
both the Congress and the 
Janata Dal. It has meande¬ 
red away into 
nothingness. 

In Orissa, the third 
force seems to be repre¬ 
sented by the BJP which 
is winning largely in the 
Surtdergarh and Kolahan- 
di areas, which have beco¬ 
me a playground for the 
politics of poverty for 
both the Janata Dal and 
the Congressd). The 
BJP's most secular avatar 
will probably be seen in 
Orissa. 

At the time of writing, it looked as if 
J.B. Patnaik. Me of Orissa's most discre¬ 
dited leaders would manage to capture 
the chief ministership. He has an 
important backer: godman Chandra 
Swami. who has pulled out all the slops 
in his support. The party now seems to 
have decided to have two deputy chief 
ministers to keep Patnaik in check. 

Bui (his is unlikely to dilute the e^ect 
of the biggest blund^ that the Congress 
appears all set to make. J.B. Patnaik's 
irnage is that of a bankrupt leader. He 
w i II be of no uu lily in the Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tion. And his role in promoting his son- 
in-law, who has joined the BJP. is 
dubious at best, • 














in 12 yeors 
the v/orid can 
change 
completely... 
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Bow 

DOWN, 

MADONNA 


ISKCON 
has widely 
publiciwi the Tact that it 
is going (o celebrate the 
binh centenary of Us 
founder, Sri Prabhupada, 
early neal year. But guess 
who*s top of the list of the 
I OOkhM celebrities 
invited by the 'Hare 
Krishna' people? 

Madonna. 

Yes, we're talknig 
about (be same sexy rock 
star, last seen making 
improper advances to a 



priest (remember her 
album, Like a Praye/}) 
and wearing lingerie 
adorned with crucifixes. 

But, come CO think of it, 
ISKCON has always 
attracted the unlike!lest 
people from (he world of 
showbiz. 

Hard as it rr\ay be to 
irruigioe Mudoima turning 
Spiritual, she shouldn'( • 
have problems adjusting 
(0 some of the rules at the 
>h(am. 

man«eaier happens 
dao a vegetarian. 



Screen 

TEST 


AAer having 
spent ten 
yean as a print joumalisu 
Rajiv Shukla has made a 
big splash on (he small 
screen with his news 
programme Rubaro on 
EL TV. 

Tht half-hour weekly 
programme has Shukla 
interviewing people 
ranging from Lajloo 
Yadav to Bal Thackera>. 
bul what makes (he 
programme differem is 
that it is not just 
in(erview-bi^. It gives 
an i nsight into the guest' s 
career graph, 
controversies 
surrounding him and his 
lifestyle. 

Says Shukla. senior 
editor with The Sunday 
Observer (but becier 


Star 

TRACT 


He is the 
country's 

best-known filmstar but 
he's also the least 
read-about Elm 

So little is known about 
Acrut^^ Racbchan— 
since he's fiercely 
guarded about his 
personal life—that his 
fans are all can when 
there is any bit of 
information ceming. 

It was Suimya 
Baiidopadhy ay' s—a 
senior journalist with 
Anaoda Bazar Pairika—^ 
curiosity to penetiaie (hat 



known for his Sunday 
column), "Working for 
television is veiy 
interesting, but it also 
means more hard work." 

Each episode requires 
at least three to four days 
of filming with the 


camera following the 
guest at various locations, 
be explains. 

But. who says hard 
work doesn't pay? It can 
result in some rare 
footage. Shukla's team 
has even captured Laloo 
cooking his own meal in 
the middle of the fields 
near Patna, 






















Universal 

LOVE 

There could 
have been 
no greaierjoy for 
Dominique Lapierre's 
ciiy than the meeting of 
Calcuiia'^ two greatest 
modern-day celebrities: 
Nobel Laureate Mother 
Teresa and Miss Universe 
Sushmita Sen. 

For. if Mother Teresa 
represents the charitable 
face of the city. Sushmita 
stands for its little-known 
beauty. 

Miss Universe arrived 
with much fanfare at 
Mother's residence, hut 
was u trifle disappointed 
when the nun looked post 
her. as ifcxpccting 
someone else. It was 
Sushmita's mother who 
saved the situation. 

”Shc*s the one. she's the 


Compiled Ay SHAFQUAT AU . 


UHOKE CMMAIAMrr T 



M i ss Uni verse." she told bowed dow n before i he posed fur pictu res. 

Mother Teresa. Mother, promised to nuse The flashbulbs could 

Thereafter. Sushmita funds for the orphans and hardly stop popping. 


ivory tower that led him 
to approach Bachchan to 
write his biography. 

But. that was some 
seven years ago. 

Bandopadhyay has 
since been travelling with 
and interviewing 
Bachchan, his family, 
co-stars and colleagues. 
The resu It of hi s research, 
in its English version, will 
soon hit the stands. 


Show- 

stopper 

Surabhi 
hotels. 
Surabhi clubs. Surabhi 
agarbattis^ SurMi 
xuparis. Surabhi. Surabhi 
and more SuraUii. 

If the spurt in Surabhi 
namesakes is anything to 


go by, the cultural 
magazine programme, 
aiKhored by Renuka 
Shahane and Slddharih 
Kak. has struck a very 
favoumble sur with the 
audience. Its popularity 
can also be gauged from 
the fact that it receives an 
average of one lakh letters 
every week, suggesting 


stories or sharing ideas. 

Surabhi recently 
hosted a birthday bash to 
celebrate its 15(>ih 
episode. And in keeping 
with its relaxed, informal 
style of presentation, the 
celebration was a quiet 
affair. Renuka and 
Siddhtuth presented a 
special onc-hour 
programme to 
commemorate the 
occasion. 

All we got by way of 
excitement was an 
interview with M F. 
Husain and u tribute to 
violinist L. 

Subramaniom's wife, but 
the insight into the people 
who made Surabhi 
possible was the 
highlight of the show. « 


'The idea was to write 
about Bachchan. the 
human being, not the 
superstar or the 
politician." says 
Bartdopadhyay. Can the 
book break the Deewar 
between his fans and the 
Shahenshoh of Hindi 
cinema? 

Watch this space. 
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THAN 45,00, 
iVERY YEAR. 

A WIDE CUSTOMER BASE. Tor crorts arnl crores of 
oor cocintryfnen. Oriental Insurance 'S '■ynonymous 
with security. Ao<l a w-dc ratiee ot services that cover 
crops, livestock, proirerty. businesses, and even 
healtli against any eventuality. Witti 
prompt customer service as the cornerstone 
of our corporate philosophy. 

About 1000 offices. More than 20,000 dedicated 
oippiovees. More than 190 policies. More than 45.81,000 
new policies Issued rlurlng 1993'94 About 4,00.000 
claims settled during 1993 • 94. Premium collections 
during 1993-94 — Rs. 1,006 crores. 

First Insurance company to start front 
office computerization. 




THE ORIENTAL INSURANCE 
COMPANY LIMITED 

A subsidiary Gen. Imuroace (orp. of indiu 



The hotel industry witnesses a boom of unprecedented proportions 

i t was for the firsi time in his seven-year months, and even the Holiday Inn ha 

stmt as consoltant for ITC hotels that occupancy at the moment. .Seeing ih< 

Rnbindra Seth got such arequesi. His which the industiy is expandittg. the 

dnver s brother had business partners Kempinski group is planning to set u 

coming from Japan, and though he had five-star hotel in the city in collabora 

tned eveiy hotel in the city he had not imeraational hotel chain Four Seasor 

managed to get themaroom. Could Seth And going by all indicaiioas, this i 

l»ip hm. get oneat Mautya Sheraton Hotel and beginning of the boom. Somepoimei 

TowenT 

^S^^Gdytobeinfonnedbythebotelthat • TheObetDi,a300-roomhoteiinD 

•ail»440ipflTO«TOb<K*edforthenextooe tOO per cent occupancy for the whole 

. ■ . , . . M .■n'etwoTajhotcUinthecUy—T, 

Tfl Palace iM^niinental—are tur 

,.r- . vjjk . guests. 

in infiictino rku 
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The Oberois 

» 

Hie chain’s decision 
te concentrate on 
business hotels in big 
cities now seems 
hr-si^ded 
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Welcomgroup 

The Mauiyi is Mhl'S 
most pro^ble iKdel, 
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The boom 
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Mere forel e iera are 
staying in Indian 
tio^ titan before as a 
conseipienceof 
liberaRsation 
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BUSINESS 



The tourist hotels art now tiying tp project themsslm u 
hotelstor the discoming fore^ hu^ness traveller. WMIe the 
Park Hotel in MW has gone in ter a compMe revamp, the two 
Taj hotels are now usJng rooms which they had res o led ter 
tourfste to meet the Increasing business traffic 


PARK HOTEL IN DELHI 


65 per cent—after a dismal 40 per cent 
occupancy last year. 

♦ The turnover of ITC's flagship hotel. 
Maurya Sheraton Hotel and Tosvers in 
Delhi, jumped to Rs 90 crore this year 
from Rs 7S crore last year. Wetcom- 
group is expecting an overall turnover of 
Rs 180 crore (his year from its I Ghouls. 

ITDC's turnover in the last ten 
months went up to Rs 181.40 crore with 
a profit of Rs 28.59 crore—an increase 
of 17 per cent over the profit that (he 
group made /ran its six properties for 
the whole of last year. 

• With a growth rate of 12 to 14 per cent 
per annum in the business, the Indian 
government ha?i okayed 524 new 

projects. 


• Hy the turn of (he century, the demand 
for woms ix expected to go up to 
1.25,000 from the present availability of 
52,(XX> (onC'third of which are in the 
five*star category). 

"This is Just the beginning." says 
ITC\ Riibimlrj Seth. “Wc are AnaMy 
having a full house and thmgs can ^mly 
gel better from here.* Adds Navin 
Berry, editor of Tnnr(P{us, “With a fair 
degree of stability, this boom is here lo 
stay. This new of the economy can - 
not he affected by a change in 
government" 

The single most imponant reason for 
this boom is liberalisation and the ope* 
ning up of the Indian economy. In the 
Iasi one year, while the lounst traffic has 
increased by about eight per cent, there 
has been a ten per cent increase in the 
foreign business (raffle. 

What has also helped is (hat after two 
years of instability, there has been a 
period of stability and peace, and this 
has coincided with the fast pace of (he 
economic reforms. The demolition of 
the Bahri Masjid m December 1992. the 
hoiii which followed in Bombay, and 
then the plague scare Iasi year were big 
setbacks to the hotel industry. And now. 
everybody wants lo make up for lost 
time. 


With (he result that even the lourisi 
hoceU are now trying to project them¬ 
selves as hotels for the discerning 
foreign business traveller. While the 
Park Hotel in Delhi has gone in for a com¬ 
plete revamp, the two Taj hotels are now 
using rooms which they had reserved for 


tourists to meet the increasing business 
trafllc. 

The ad van (ages of catering to the busi¬ 
ness traveller are many. Because the lei¬ 
sure traveller spends very little time In 
the hotel, the average yield from him is 
onl y aboui 40 do] I ars a day for the hotel. 



KEEPING GOOD 
COMPANY 


The advantages of catering 
to the business traveller are many 


• Unlike the laisure traveller vrno 
visits India in spring and autumn, the 
business traveller spends more time 
of IheyMnn India 

• Because the leisure travetler 
spends very lithe time in the hotel, the 
average yield from him 1 $ only about 
40 dollars a day for the hotel. The 
business traveller, on the other hand, 
not only spends more time in the 
ncm ana prefers to eat In ns 
restaurants, he also needs any 
number of additional ladHties. And It 
f$ from add'Ons like eecretajiai 
services, teleconferencing facilities 
and 24 -hou r butler servlet that the 
hoWfs make money 


• The average room recovery in the 

super deluxe hotels has novr gone up 

to Rs 4,000 a day—an improvement 

of about 00 to 40 per cent in the last 

two years. The primary reason for 

this major jump is the changing 

profile of the business traveller, who 

is willing to spend any amount for 

additional facilities 

• 

• The domestic business traveliar 
has also added to tfiis boom, industry 
watchers estimate that mere has 
been a 30 b 40 per cent increase In 
this segment and they predict that 
this percentage will grow at an even 
faster rate in the next two to three 
years 
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BUSINESS 


The busine^K^ iraveller. on ihc other 
hand, not tmly spends more lime in the 
holei and prefers loeal in Its resuuninis, 
he also needs any number of additional 
facilities. And it is fnmi add'Ons like 
secreiahal services, leleconrefcncing 
facilities and 24*hour hutler service thai 



the hotels make money. Consequently, 
the average room recovery in the super 
deluxe b^eb has now gone up lo Rs 
4.000 a day—an improvement of about 
30 to 40 per cent in tlw la.si two years. 

A pan of this has lo do with the inc¬ 
rease in room tamfs. which have gone 
up by ahoul ten to 1 5 per 
cent in the last one year. 
But the primary reason 
fur this major jump is the 
changing profile of (he 
husinevs traveller. wh(» is 
willing to spend any 
amount fttr jiiJiti<inal 
facilities. Says Gautum 
Khanna. direciiw. The 
Oberoi hotel. Delhi. 
"With the business imvcl* 


Bikki Oberoi 


ler. money is no considcmlion. 
Unlike a IciMtre iraveller who conies to 
India with a set budget, the business tra¬ 
veller has a limitless hudget. w he is wil¬ 
ling to pay whatever iv required, so long 
as he can get his work done efficienily ." 

Another imponant segmeni which 
has added to this KMiin is ihui of the 
dirtncsiic huMoess traveller Industry 
watchers csiiniatc ihai dica* has been a 
30 to40 percent increase in this scgmcni 
and they padici dial this percent age will 
grow at an even taster rate in the ne\i 
two in three years. 

Says TTC‘s ,Scih, ‘ In the foreign huo* 
ncss traveller segnicni, we are s«mmi 
going U» reach u pUlcuu. A (the monicni, 
because the economy is si ill opening up, 
this NCgiiH'ni Is registering a/i inereiise. 


Bikkl Oberoi has pushed his graru^ather's 
chain on to the rigfu track 

T hey have the oldest and mo«proti|iousfunily 
name in (he hotel busineaa. But the chain that P. R.S. 
CBikki) Oberoi now rum is very different from the one 
(hat his grandfather, (he legenduy Rai Btfiadur M.S. 
Oberoi. set up in (be post-Wortd War n era. 

The Rat Bahadur’s intemiOM were leas foeuased 
than Bikki’s. He started out with hitl station hotels and 
hit the big league when he was able to sell rooms at 
Calcutta’s Cn^ Hotel to British array s^oa. 

Expansion eluded during the cnidal 1950a. and he 
waa content with managing EMhi' s Imperial Hotel ((ill 
the owMrs threw him out in die 1960i) and refused to 
go south of the Vindhyas. 

Then, in the Sixties, the Rai Bahadur got hia act 
together. He found a plot on redairaed land in 
Bombay ‘ s Mahman Mnt tobuild die bote) ttud was 
oripnally called The Oberoi Sheraton (dow caQed The 
Oberoi Towers). But btfort diak hU loiwiA-Iaw. 
Gautam Khanna. gave the Indian hotel industry Hs 
breakthrough when he buJ It aul ran the Oberoi 
Imercontinenial iaDaOkl. India’s Brat modem nve^Uar 
hotel. 

Then, the SofMea were wasted yean, huteadof 
buying land «heo prices were r^advely low. 


the Obrrois <^cd to go to the Middle Fasi aruJ operate 
. other people’s hoich for thim Incviuihly, the owners 
f(4k>v^ iheexam^ of the Imperial Hotel people and 
booted out the Obems. orK^e the going was gixid. 

By (he I9d0«. the Otero is had been ouifliuikcJ hy 
the Taj group and were nearly overtaken hy rT(‘'s 
(hen- shanibol k Wekomgroup di vi sion. Enicr 6 i k ki 
Oberoi. 

Inured by the success of modem, expensive hotels 
in the par E^xt (mainly those nm by (he Regen I ehai n u 
Bikki tried to rtorient the Oberoi chain, m> that i i x 
product wax different from the Taj or the ITC hiuels. 

Initially, he met with limited success. Bombay's The 
Oberoi opened to much hoopla and disastrous 
occupancKH. But (hen. his luck picked up. The 
revamped Obem Intcrconiinental (they .soon dro^^ied 
the American tie-up) in Delhi and the nHurbished 
Oberoi Grand in Calcutta 
gave an indica(ion<of the 
shape of things to come. 

So(^ the Oberoi ra 
Bangalore became one of 
that CTQ'*s rine$4 hotels. 

Ai present, hotel 
indu^ insiders see 
Bikki as having been 
ahead of his time. He 
focussed on the 
high-priced buslncte 
traveller Kgmefi( before 
cheothen Arklnowtbat 
tlwboomis on. he Is 
bext'placed to profit fbora 
it .. 

Small wonder (hen. that (be Oberoi chain 
cQKicentraies on Aven^ Room Reallsaiioo (ARR), or 
tbcamouni dial you actuidly earn from each room, 
raster (ban on occupancies. At present, both 
panmeten of success suggest (hat Bikki pushed his 
grandfather’s chain on tothe ri|ht tiick. 







Grand Hotel 



Ttie Obeioi in sangaiore 




SU&INCSS 


Bu( once the process of UberaUsatton is 
complete, there are only g,oing to be so 
many companies who are going (o pui 
up ilWir staff in nve'Siar hotels, li is the 
domestic business traveller segment 
which we should watch ixjt for. There is 
going to be a huge increase in itun seg* 
meni os more and more 
Indian companies Mun 
benefit ing from 

liberHlisution.'* 

T here has, however. 

been another 

important reason for thu 
overflow in the market. 

In 1VS2. the Indian 
government cleared hotel 
project s for 7,000 addi l io- 


I t ’ s uma/ing how short 
puhl ic memory is. To 
the man in the street, the 
Taj Mahal Hotel in 
Bombay is part of 
India's grand tradition, 
on par with the Peninsula 
in Hong Kong or the 
Oriental in Bangkok. 

But the truth is that in 
the 1960s. standards at 
the Taj KkI slipped so 
low (hui when somebody asked J.R.D. 

Tata why he didn't put things right, he retoited; 


nal rooms in Delhi to cope with 
the ru^ during the time of the 
Asian Cumes, But only 2.500 rooms 
came up and hoielv like the .SOU-room 
Holiday Inn Cnvwnc Plaza and the 
.^5H‘rTX)in Le Meridicn>came up four 
years laicr. 



HOSPITALITY 


Ajit Kerkar is the man l>ehind the 
Taj success story 


-1 

And since 1986. (here has been no 
addition of hotel rooms in *he five*slur 
category. Despite setbacks like the 
demolition of the Bahri Mas.iiJ. there 
has been an increase of over six per ccni 
inihetourisi uutfic lo India. But with the 
tounsi season being only for about 
tour months of the year 
and w ilh t he t( lurixi*; sjvn • 
ding more tmic travelling 
all over the Mtuntry, the 
pressure luis not been feU 
so far. 

But with an increase in 
the business iraffic, it is 
becoming clear that the 
hotel industry has not 
grown at the pace it 


Ajit Kerkar 


that them was a Taj hotel 
in every si^ificant 
Irtdiaci city has meant that 
one TaI property is not 
neceu^y like the ocher. 

Over the lest two 
years, an attempt his 
been made to rationalise 
the chain's image by 
dividing hotels into 
different categones: 
resorts, grand hotels. 


1 


wouldn't know where to begin." The turnaround ia the 
hotel's fortunes came in the late SUties, when Ajit 
Kerkar took over aa managing director and pi the 
Intercontinental extenMon. He tied up with maharajas 
to manage the Lake Palace in Udaipur and the 
Rambagh in Jaipur. 

He emded Ou as a tourist destinationentirely on his 
own. and v/hm the Tatas refused to back him. started a 
new company. Indian Rcson Hotels, with such outside 
investors as the Madhvanis of East Africa. . 

The Taj has never looked back since Kerkar took 
over. U 0^ the benevolent gaze of die late J.R. D. Tat. 
he took the reputation of whal was in reality a 
emmUing old hotel and tuned everytiiing around. 

Once the main Taj regained its rightful portion as one 
of Aua's fmesi bmis, he built on that image to create a 
chain out of thin air. 

The Taj was the fim chain to open up south India. 
Today, it has three hotels in Madrv. thmio 
Bangalore, (wo in Cortdo and plans 17 in Ker^ It was 
the first chain 10 move out of the big cities and to ttf^ 
the mini metios because h saw the growth potemia] in 
those areai. 

All of that has created a rather ec lectic collection of 
horeli. Bikki Oberoi was happy enough to stick to 
serving fai cats i n big cities, Kerkar* s desire to ensure 


busmees units elc. 

Tht spectacular growth of the Taj group—it has 
been In^* s fasiesi • growing chai n for over a decade 
iKFW—suggests that (he image problem is les?< severe 
than some might imagine. Es^nitally, Kerknrhax 
managed to do what few other chains could even 
attempt. He has built up ^opeities in which the decor 
and the ethos are unxjuely lodi an. even i f the serv ice is 
world class. 


That, perhaps, is the 
Taj group's 
singk'greatesi strength 
and the source of the 
enovTnous customer 
loyalty it commands 
within the market. Most 
Taj guests will oot switch 
to another chain and will 
stick to Taj properties 
wherever thi^ go. 

It helps also that during the current obsession with 
the higl^nytng. high-peying foreiga business traveller. 
Tbj h^s l6ok case to find room & Indian regulars, 
even though they sometimes had to turn away foreign 
fatois. 

On that mixture of entrepreneurial Oair. qualitative 
iniKFvatiOfl and customer loy^ ts the Taj group's 
success based. 
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BUSINESS 


should have lo meet the increase in busi¬ 
ness. Unlike the leisure traveller who 
vigils India in spring and auiumn, the 
business traveller spends more utne i)S 
(he year in Indu. And since most of this 
(ime is spent in mctrupolitau cities, the 
pressure s hemp feh more. 

According ii> industry watchers, ihe 
Indian hoiei industry still has a Um; way 
to go to he ahie to meet the enisung 
demand, leave alime the increase that is 
being pnijccied Says Seth, "It is a sad 
refleclinn that India has about 32.000 
rooms all over the country, while a place 
like Singapore has so many rooms avai* 
labi c m uol y one ci ty. The government is 
hoping that it will Ik able to double this 
by 1 he turn of i he cen lury. but we require 
mega fucilUie* if sve have to eapitaltsc 
on the hoom /' 


r 


7,000 aMHional room in IMM to copt with the nish 
during the thne of the Aebm Garnet. U only 2,500 room 
came up and hotels Ike the SOO-room HoH^ Irm Crowne 
Plaza and the 358*room Le MerMlen came up four years later 


I s there a single feature that 
dciennincs how a hotel w i 11 be 
perceived by the public? Hotel 
ioduacry PR people always refiM to 
idemify «y one componeat and 
blKhef OR about (he level of Krvice. 
the tfuali^ of decor etc. etc. 

Rut within the trade, ii is 
umvmalty accepted that a uogle 
feature U uAudly the key 10 success. 
In the United Sates. Baron Hilton 
of (he eponymous chain was asked 
^ whMdmfscipnbektokedforiD 
plannmg a botcL He responded. 
'Locatiort, location and location * 

In lodta, location it in^orunt. but 
the hotel industry has acttpted— 
since the Seventies—that nothing 
matters as much as (he restaurants. 
When (he M^l hotel opened in 
Delhi, it owed its initial success to 
(he restaunuits. Machan. its coffee 
shop, served as a loas'lcader. 
attr^ng new clients widt Its low 
pcices and the House of Ming 
introduced Sichuan cuisine to the 
capita and quickly became the city's 
hottest restaurant. 

That formula hav remalrked 
unchanged for 20 yean. When the 
Ti^ took over Bonny's President 
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RECIPE FOR SUCCESS 


For the hotel industry in !n^. food is where (he prefit is 


hotel, it announced (he revampeog by < 
adding two new restaurants, an v 
Italian iranoria and an unusual 
nonh'lodiart eatery. Later, it added a 
Thai restaurant. Likewise, the Tid 
group demonstrated its control over 
two other revamped propenies by 
Investing in innovative resiaurems: 
Paradi>« Island at Bangalrae's West * 
End and The Rain Tree at Madras' 
Coimcmara. 

Bikki Obciol tried the same 
routine when he revamped his chain 
in the 1980s. Breseric-siyle coffee 
shops. ^1 rooms and 
siogifr^oncepi Indian restaurants 
(usually called Kandahar) set the 
tone for the new Oheroi s^le. As 
irKR pctipie ale in rhemiaurants 
than wiiuld ever stay m the roomK. 


(hey served as adveniseoents fbr die 
new ttieme of ^ Ober^ chain. 

Most hotels now use restaurants to 
declare (bear presence. DelliTt most 
succeasfal h^ the Maurya. has 
iradhionaJly owed much of its 
popularity to the kehabs at Bukhara, 
even (hough the much-hyped Dum 
^ikht dues far less well. More 
recently • (he Mauiya artracted a new 
general of diou with (be success 
of (be oveipHced Jiu Bar. 

Hot 00 the Mavyg's tail Is Delhi's 
Hyw Regency. Long regnded as « 

•Kood-diviaion pmerry. it has 
Ttvamped ttt image Bseauseof (he 
soocassofcwootsleu: the La Piazza 
Kalian restaurant and the Oasis 
discotheque. 

Conversely, such hotels as (he 
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RABINPRASCTW 

lM«ln#M tr»v9ll«r 

•oon going to rMch 
» plntooy,..lt lo tho 
gomooUe bttolnooo 
travonor oogmont 
which wo olioiiM 
watch oirt for" 




GWTAMIOWINA 


"With tho bMilnooo 
travoHor, awfioy H 
nocontldf aH ow. 
UnNho a lolouro 
travollar,th# 
bmlnooo travoNor 
haoaNmltloaa 
budgot" 


The most significant pn>gre» is 
being made in the nntkile and lower 
rungK orhiHcl chains. And (here are any 
number of iniemaiional hotel chaiits 
w ho are i n (he procc'ss of finalis i ng deals 
f<»r four-star and three-sur hureK. 

Southern Pacific, which ha 2 » two 
hrarulA. the Ihirkroyal ifivc star) and 
hudgci segment Travclodge, is (Planning 
to come up with a Parkniyal hotel in 
Dclh i, add i o its C'kiu- hoi^nJ Regency T ni- 
velodgc Keson jnd locome up with two 
tTHire Travelodges in the south in the 


lh« Maurya in D«lhl 


Mahal, which tuive not revamped 
their restaurants since opening, run 
the risk of aeeming to have been left 
behind in the great hotel race. 

The luccess of the new restaurvita 
demonstratea that just as room rites 
are sky-rocketing, (he food and 
beverage oudecs are also attritf ting a 
new br^ of big*spenden. 

TradlUonaJly, the hotel industry has 
worked on a 33 per cent food coe( 
basis. This means (hat if the cost of 
the ingredients is Rs 33, the dish will 
be fmced si Rs 100 on die menu. The 
Rs 66 wil I go towinU overheads and 
profit. 

Thai formula has broken down. 
Many of (be new restaurentii work on 
a 20 perewn food cost basis. Odwrs 
keep tbe 33 pa cent formula, but use 
extremely expensive ingredients. At 
La Pia;i 2 a, decanters of extra vi^in 
dive oil have replaced (he buder disli 
on ea^ (able. Evo) though the 
average dieck is Rs i ,000 pa head 
(Without alediol;, Ok restaoreni 
turns away scores of guests each 
night. 

The willingness to spend moiwy 
on fcHxl means (hai most hotels now 
make an equal pcnponlon of their 


next two year.. The four i,ur and ihrec- 
siar hotel chain CTtoice Hotels, which 
already has K? hoieK all over India, is 
planning to add eight new hotels every 
year to MS chain. 

Days Inn. which has tied up with ihe 
automobile company Muhindra & 
MahindQ. loo. has major expansion 
plans and Inicrcominenial has tied up 
with MS Shoes for a chain of thrtx and 
four-slv htUelA. The Hyatt Regency has 
lied up with the (Irand Hyatt for another 


tlvc-xuir super deluxe hotel in Delhi. 

Lillie wonder then, thal most of th 
existing hoiel chains, loo, art going ii 
for mayor expansions. The Tuj grinip ha 
carma^ed Rs l..S(K) emre for celling uj 
15 Gateway holds. 20 Residencie.s urn 
lour deluxe hotels. The Oberoi. with ; 
Ra 450-crure expansion plan, is going t< 
set up hotels all over Rajasthan (inclu 
ding a super deluxe in Jaipur) and Wd 
coAigruup is planning to concentraie oi 
business locations for their middle an< 
losver-rung holds. The group also hai 


revenue from resiaurams 
and banqueting aa from 
room salex. And many 
are now will lag to 
expert mem w itb new 
cuisines. Afla (he 
fai lu res of Caxa Medici 
(at the T^ land 
Valendnoa (at the Hyank 
it was believed that 
Ddhli lex would reject 
•Italian food. The success 
•of Piaaza ha> 

*.de(Doltsbed (hat theocy. 

Similarly, when the 
Pre&idem's Thqi Room 
/ailed to lockup, tbe 
•pundits concluM that 
Indians would not ueeqa 
pTui cuisine. The 
^sident shut down the 
•Thai Room, reworked (he 
SxncqM, ragged the 
jneou and reopened it a& Thai 
^vihoft. Ova the year, it has 
tacooe one of Bombay * X moM 
lucceufal restaurants, 

IV aoetsdon paid (o restaunnis. 
tbe vast sums of money in the market 
and the growing adveniuntusncss nf 
Indians suggest thal hotels nuy 
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The coHcc shop «it Taj Bengal 



Anally be breaking out of dwcoffee 
ahop'Sichuan rataurant-kebab jorot 
formula. 

If that happens, then even thoaa of 
ux who do not nay at these revamped 
hotels may teneth. Bui only, ot 
courec, if we can afford to pay Rs 
I ,(KX) per head. 
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SELLING 

THE 

DUMMY 


Will the India Tourism Development 
Corporation be privatised? 

Vhey are not boielf (hit any body io the iAtovy Ukcs 
I sCTlousiy.Aad yet. they might jut become (be 
decidlDg factor in tbe hotel wars. 

Tht India Tourism DevelopOMnt CcH^omion 
(HDC) ii a bytvoed In the business for inefTKiency and 
poor management fi has 34 hotels in 27 desdnatioos 
sidnoi one is a property (hacyou could recommend toa 
fnend with aclw conscience. 

But whai if the private sector took over dte ho(eb7 
When Madhavrao Semdia was tourism minister, he 
divided the 34 hotels into four different packages and 
intended to auction each p*«*^*g» to a single buyer. The 
idea was that any pujchaw—say IheT^^orKlion 
Internationa]—would end up with some good 
properties and some duds. 


TWs project never got past ihe C^net. but Ghulam 
Nabi Aaad. Sdndia's weewaor, has revived the 
propoaal to private ITDC. Sevend altenadve 
Mheowaareon the anvil Id one, the govenursenl would 
diilnveft pwt of hi eqiudes in each property and bring 
ieoatiidemafiagemeDi. Another scheme envisages an 
all-out sale . — 

As fTDC has hotels ai 
ttfriiklocatkna.*a 
rmfrnirmillj rntnagfii 
chalA could well turn 
these around and realise 
their full potential. Take • 
for tnttanct. Delhi's 
Ashok hotel. With its 971 
rDoms and grand hotel 
decor, his potentially. 
the dty'iAneit hotel. 

Should the Four Seasons 
ortheKerrrpiBSki chain 

ty^gtfO+w.iheAahok i-^- 

hasthblMMiJm 

emerge as Delhi'sheet 

Given tbe hi^ COSO of \ 

laod. many foctip 
ctattnshavedistteyed ' 

interest In buying I } - 

tTDC's properties. They ^ - jlx 

reckon that it if easier to 
tun around a iL 'ir 

badly-managed, 
well'kKatcd hotel ihm it 

is to fuMl a great location KUaSniMnlitieiH^H 
in a new city and to start from scratch, 

Ofcoune. there is conaderabic opposition within 
the government to privatising ITDC. And tbe domestic 
chains resent the opportunity that such a privatisation 
would offer foreip companies. Moreover, tbe 
mini s&y is alsasUt^ing to the bizarre stand that Delhi *s 
Ashok dtould mdspn a government hotel even if the 
oihers are privatie^ 

$ 0 . at tiv momm privatiaation of ITDC remains a 
distant droun. BmU it will take is a determined 
minister in (be Setttita league and that scheme could 
suddenly be revlyod. 


plan.'! of netting up hotels in all nuijor 
cities o( RajiiMhan and in Gou. 

"The need dtc hoar is 'imu]|«^ 

hotels. That i» thu way the hotel industry 
has moved in the West and that is the 
direction it will have to take in India (o 
keep pace with the growing demand." 
says ITC’s.Scih. 

Besides following this direction that 
the hoiel industry has taken in thedcvclo> 
ped econ<iniies, it also makes more 
sense for smaller hotels in India. To 


begin with, the concentration the 
increasing Nkxn has been in the major 
cities and none <>f them have space for 
more five^stiir hotels, with foci lilies like 
lounges, swimming pueds and spaciois 
restaurants. 

Ami more importantly, these three* 
.star and fnur*sur hotels are going to be 
more .suited for the domestic business 
traveller. The rooms arc more moderate' 
ly priced between Rs 1.000 to Rs 2.500 
as compared to room tarrifs in (Ive-sur 


huicfs. And since (hey arc u^gcied ai the 
business traveller, the concentration is 
going (o be more on utility than on Iumi* 
ry. thereby reducing investments and 
increasing profits for (he owners. 

Bui whatever direction the industry 
expands in. one thing is clean die hotel 
industry is going to be one of the most 
profiiaMc industries in the country by 
iheiumofiheceniury. • 

Fmim TMwr M WttMwit 
AMa/NuwMlf 
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VuicoccHi Iniemaiional was 
ranked fourth. I'hc year 
before ihai.li held ihe Ikih 
posiiicm. j 

I 

■ Asecond 
Independencft 

M anagement guru M B. 

Aihreya, is iio( greatly 
given 10 hyperhole. Bui Ijm 
w'cek, while udcirvvhing Ihc 
Southern India ('h;tml^r of 
Commerce and liulusiry, he 
was unusually gung'ho. 
Describing iltc (urreni 
sinictural reft^ns 
programme as "Indlu's 
second Independence". 


■ A sli^ move 

P ublic sector cn I 
compuiies have Iwg 
i been hampered by 
“excessive" govemmeni 
control. Bui a panel under U. 
Sundarajan. chairman and 
managing director ol the 
' Bharat Petroleum Ltd, has 
recommended changes in 
the ownership pattern of 
these companies ihat would 
reduce such control. 

It has suggested ihai the 
government shtiuld reduce 
iis direct stake lo 40 per cent 
in these companies, but 
retain majoniy control by 
ofnooding 11 percent ol the 
! stake loan Indian financial 


' IftdlAA p»tfoch#m 
I liMlH«try:proparlnif«rtlM 
' onalAUfM 

I insiiiulion like the Vnii Trust 
I of India 

Its second major 
recommendation is that the 
hoard of directors should be 
I two-tiered: a supervisory 
hoard at the lop and an 
j exccuti ve board u nder i I. 
While Bw supervisory 
hoax'd will mainly inomtor 
the functioning of the 
executive board, it i.s the 
executive board which Is (n 
have real powers. 

h could lake al) 
investment decisions, 

approve projects without 
wailing for a clearance from 
cither the Public 
Invcsimenis Board or the 
Cabinet Commuicu of 
Economic AITairs, work out 
its own wage policy and 


M.B. AttvuyK ppttmlatle 

Aihreya said ihiU 
consumers, traders end 
entrepreneurs had finally 
won ihcir economic freedom 
from ihc state. 

He prudicicd a seven per 
cent growth in the ONP for 
ihe next tew years and said 
that lodusinal growth wiiuld 
average out to ten to 12 per 
ceminreaJ terms, 

Athreya reckoned that 
while the government was in 
no position to bring down 
die in Hat ion rale to four lo 
five percent as it claimed it 
could, a level of erghi per 
cent was a reasonable target. 
He said anything lower than 
that would result in a lower 
economic growth. "Also, an 
eight per cent inflaricm rale 
will not disturb Ihc foreign 
investorshe claimed. • 


A mixed bag 

The news is good and bad. The good pan 
IS that customs and excise cc^kctlonv 
have risen by per cent in comparison 

to last year. At the end of last month, 
customs col fcciions were Rs 23.536 
crore and excise collections, Rs 32.952 
cmre. 

The finance ministry attributes these to (he 
sunpli&atioQ of customs and excise rules irt the last three 
years. The number of tax rales in customs and excise were 
reduced frwn 21 to ten. and the number of exemption 
notifications were cut by half in Iasi year's budget. 

Some the increased coHections irxbcate an 
industrial revival, while others contend that the rise In 
customs ccdlecikms is due to increased imports of oil. 

The bod news is thal in the fvst ten monihs of the current 
fiscal year, exp<m grew at i7J per cent, as against the 20 
percent achieved in the year I993'94. Conscquemly. 
growing impoRs and dimiiushed exports have trebled the 
trade d^cii 


decide about most 
capital-intensive projects 
w ithoui having the various 
evaluuimg agencies 
delaying decisions. 

The panel says ull thi s is to 
prepare Indian ml 
companies to (gkc 
intcrnationul compccuion. 
There v m word yc\ about 
how the government h4s 
token the 

recommendations. 

; ■ High vialMIKy 

B elieving m being seen. 

Hindustan Lever 
Limited < HLL i ha.s once 
aeoin lopped as an 


3HULAM NASI AZAD. UNION MWlSTfR FOR 
Civil AVIATION. ON THE ISSUE OF 
PRIVATISATION OF THE NATIONAL CARRIERS 


ad-spender. AnA^AfA'MIL 
sufN’ey soys that HLL spent 
RsVOcnnr in (he last 
financial year ended March 
1994. This is 3.69 per cent of 
iis turnover. 

ITC was second, spending 
Rs 47.h5cn)rc.and BnHike 
^ Bond India Umitcd, another 
Lever company, third w ith u 
budget of Rs 4 7.5 7 crort. 
Other top* spenders were 
Crdgaic-Palmolivc. Godlrey 
Phillips and Nestle. 

Kclvinaisw. mc.inwhik. 
became the (op marketing 
spender: RsbOcixut in the 
laM financial year. In the 
previous year, it wa.\ placed 
3 1 St, The next two sbHs went 
loTamilNodu Petro 
Products and Indian Rayon. 


EVENT OF THE WEEK 
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GUEST COLUMN 


DIUPTHAKORE 



Che legal profession. And when I quit the 
prufesskm. three years later, to go into 
irtdusiry. I did &o without any regret. 

All the bitter and long-suppresaed sett* 
timents relating lo the legal profession 
and the Bombay Bar Association (BB A) 
surfaced to the forefront of my con* 
sciousness when the latest scandal broke 
within (he Bombay High Court recently. 







Many years ago, I 
began my profes¬ 
sional career in 
India at the bar of 
the Bombay High 
Court. As a young 
barrister and an 
immigrant into 
India, 1 was bnm* 
ful with idealism 
and enthusiasm to do my bit tor the 
growth and development of the nation, 
and the legal system in particular. 

But i( wasn't long before I was 
brought down to eaith with a hump. The 
legal fraternity within the Bomboy High 
Court was ch(Kk*a-hlock with fiercely 
money-minded and cynical lawyers 
who were so c^sessed with the law, (hat 
dtey had forgotten all about justice. Con¬ 
sequently. the Legal Aid Society, which 
was symbolically promoted lo provide 
legal aid and advice to poor and indigent 
liugants. wa.s su bankrupt (hut it could 
not afford to pay for the upon 
which plaints and appeals have to be 
typed. Thus, as counsel for the Legal 
Aid Society. I always had to pay for 
paper and stenographer charge^ apart 
from not being paid a bean for preparing 
oriefs artd appearing in coun for ind>* 
^eni litigants, ntosi of whom w«je so 
jocff (hat I was cmbeirassed (o discuss 
noney with them. 

One would have thought that even if 
awyers didn't have time fiw pauper lili* 
[jams, judges and ofTicials of the court 
vould be sympathetic towards them. 

a bit. I quickly discovered (hat there 
vas on unarticulated consensus within 





A.m. UottMaijM: tiM MiBMra of 1M ESA M cwnrlnM tMt tM 
gaMfOttt fto pyiltfi t pwym—t wfUdi ha km r»eo>vad la foe fovouro 
fowEoroG wMdi hovo oo coiwiac<toa vNIt Ma Htorary loboura 

the bar and bench ihai justice for all was The BBA is in high dudgeon over the 
all very well in theory, but in practice, il inexplicably-generous sum of S80.000 
was only for (hose wi lliag lo pay for it. which Chi^ i usiice A.M, Bhatiacharjee 

Not surprisingly. Iqukkly earned the has received for a book. MusUm Law 
reputation of Iwing an eccentric who And Tfu ConstituriM, from a foreign 
wasn't really serious about a career in businessman of Indian origin, whose 
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claim to being a bond fide bot^ publi* 
sher is somewhat tenuous. Members of 
the 8BA. who huve voted overwhel¬ 
mingly in favour of a re?:oiution calling 
for the resignation of Justice Bhatia 
charjee. ure convinced that the generous 
copyright payment which the learned 
judge has received is for favours rende¬ 
red which have no connection with hi> 
literary labours. 

These damning suspicions have been 
fuelled hy Justice Bhaitacharjcc's undis¬ 
guised friendship with Parasnuil UxJhu, 
u Calcutia-bascd businessman who has 
beconte very wealthy very* <|uickly 
through the simple CKpediem of per¬ 
suading municipal corporation officials 
unJ tlic courts in that City (where Justice 
Rimttjcharjee wus a high court judge 
before he was transferred lo the Bombay 
High Court last year I. io grant hint per¬ 
mission lo increase the FS1 (floor space 
index) of ancient buildings acquired by 
him. The HHA is also in a lather about 
ihe circumstances in which Justice 
Bohugonu. wht'i h;Ki als<i been transfer¬ 
red 10 Bombay under the I'mon govern- 
mem’s judges transfer policy, was per¬ 
ming to resign and set up practice in ihe 
Stipreme C.'ouri in Delhi without itny 
fear i>r prosecution for alleged deeds of 
corruption while a judge of the Bombay 
High Court. 

Don't get me wrong. Il is entirely 
appropriate and necessary for the BBA 
and other representative organisations, 
such as the Supreme Court Bar Associa- 

According to statistics 
without comment by tho 
justice, there are over 
appeal in theSupremt 
in various high courb 


(be acts of omission arKi commivsion of 
the membera of the bar have contributed 
as much, if not more, to the destruction 
of the puMic’s faith m the Justice- 
delivery system as repons of corruption 
upon Ihe bench. 

T he primary cause of ihe public’s disil- 
lusionmeni with Ihc justice system is 
IIS sloth and tardiness. Acctvrdmg to sta¬ 
tistics routinely piiNished without com¬ 
ment hy the Union mimsuy td law and 
justice, there are over 20.000 cases pen¬ 
ding appeal in the Supreme Couit and 
over .^.(XIO.OOO in various high coiirts 
across the csiuniry Moreover. i( is now 
quiie routine for accused C]ii/,ciK ^ 
especially poor accused cili/ens — 
enmedted within the wheels of the crtmi* 
nal justice sy.vtcm. to spertd a major pari 
of I heir lives m prison awaiting trial 
Unfortunately, these basic infirmities 
of the kga] sysiem do (hh mvitc ihc 
attention, let alone Ihe wnith. of the 
BBA. ihc SCBA and otha represent a- 


BOMBAY HIGH COURT 




wide legal aid and advice system and to 
gerterelly tone up the withmd judicial 
system. The reports of these law' com¬ 
missions, constituted by truly learned 
members of the legal profession, have 
been almost entirely ignored by succes¬ 
sive govemmeiiis in New Delhi and the 
.States Yet. the representative organisa¬ 
tions of the lawyer.*)' fraternity seem 
unperturbed by this calculated neglect 
of the infrasiruclure of the judicial 
system, which has brought the entire 
legal profession into disrepute. 

On tfie other hand, whe n there i s reaso¬ 
nable suspicion about judicial corrup¬ 
tion in high places, learned members of 
the bar are — quire rightly willing to 
stage boycotts of suspect judges’ courts, 
There’s something about Uiis tunnel 
vision indignation which doesn’t nng 
true. How come represeniative organisa¬ 
tions of members of the bar are not ai 
concerned about the law’s chronic delay 
and other manifest injustice.^ of the legd 
system? 

Be that as it may. now thar practising 
lawyer members of.the BBA and the 
SCBA have forthrightly voiced their col¬ 
lective proiesi about judicial corruption, 
one ho^s that they will alw bring (heir 
legal acumen and experience to bear 
upon reforming the basic infirmities of 
uic nation's crumbling legal system. In 
all the nations of the world which are 
administered under the common law 
.system of jurisprudence, the pressure for 
syslemic judicial reform was must effec- 

routinely published _ 

UiwHi ministry of law and 
20,000 cases pending 
Oiurt and over 3,000,000 
across the country 


(ion (SCBA> to wax eloquent about cor¬ 
ruption within the judiciary*. The appre¬ 
hension routinely expressed by the reso¬ 
lutions of lawyers* representative orga¬ 
nisations that comipi judges destroy the 
public’s fuith in the judicial system is 
completely justified. But I have news for 
Ihe gentlemen of the black-gowned fra- 
lemiiy, who live in isolated ivory 
towers, quite insulated from the vox 
po/)u/r the faith of the public in the judi¬ 
cial pi*)cess and system has already been 
shattered u considerable time ago. And 


live associations of (he Nack-gowned 
fraiemity. 

The curious paralysis of the legal fra¬ 
ternity in (he mailer of redressing the 
basic infirmities uf (he judicial system 
cannot be aitrihuied to the scale of (he 
pR)blem. Mouldering within the rabbit 
warrens of the Union ministry of law 
and justice aie over 60 reports of various 
law commissions, which have been 
appointed from lime to lime to recom¬ 
mend ways and means to eliminate the 
law's chron ic del ay. to i nsi itute a nation - 


lively exerted by tlie legal profession 
itself. While upright members of (he bar 
huve taken a bold and commendable 
sIujhI againsi judicial corruption, they 
should bear in mind that their collective 
action In this matter is the equivalent o1 
snipping at the branches at a time when 
the rot is r^dly spreading upwards 
from the roots of the nation’s fast- 
decaying legal system. » 
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Iniliat 
investigations 
revealed that the 
LTTI is using the 
current peace 
process in Sri 
Lanka to 
regroup. If the 
war resumes, it 
would need a 
strong back-up 
base in India 



Tigers at large 


T \k of nine l.ibcrutioii 

Vigerv ol Tamil Kclum 
(LlTh) mi I i lam ^ iktaiiicd 
urklcr TADA Imrn Ihc Madras 
Ccninil Hrisoo has ctcjIshI 
panic in Tamil Nadu. U has coinc as u 
real cmhurrassmcni to chief minisicr 
Jayainfilha. who has been waxing 
eloquent ahoui her dciemnnaiion to 
weed out cxircmiMs from the slate. Ii has 
also strengthened ihc rumour ihal the 
(JTF. is on a comehack mill in Tamil 
Nadu where it is trying to revive its old 
netwoik which wa.s smashed after Kajiv 
Gandhi’s assas>inati<^. 

Accused of assassinating the r<¥iTKT 
Prime Minisier in May 1991 , the I. TI L 
was Oanned in India, and its ciahoratc 
network of Sri l.^nkiin and ^rical Tamil 
sympathisers was sma.shed in a ma.'^sivc 
crackdown hy the Jayalaliiha govem- 
mcm. Bui the jaiihreak Iasi month by 
hard-core I.TTE cadres has proved lhai 
the network i$Urgeiy iniaci. 

The incident tx^curred on the night of 
27 February, and the suspicion is ihai 


T7je esca0k0iirte 
LTTE extremistsfrom 
the high-security 
Madras Central Prison 
points to renewed rebel 
activities in Tamil Nadu 


S4)mc convicts and a section of the jail 
authtiritics connived in the getaway. 
l^xMjgh officials say the fugitives used 
hcdshccts to scale the prison wail, 
people are mx convinced. 

Shnnmughavv'l. one of ihc militants 
who esc.ip^. IS siud to he a cousin of 
l.TTK chief V. Prabhakuran. and ano¬ 
ther. Saiish. alias Romeo, heads the 
Tamil Niidu Retrieval Troops <TNRT) 
— a pro-L1Tb outfit hnsed in the simc 
T he TNRT is fighting fur an indepen¬ 


dent Tamil Nadu. 

The jail break has exposed the gaping 
holes in Madras Central Prison’s secu¬ 
rity sy^ein. The mihUinis managed l<> 
flee despile claims by Ihe author I ic.s of 
sieppcd-up vigil following the daring 
escape of the notorious crimiruil, 'Auto’ 
Shankar, and four others in 1990. 

Two of the nine militants were later 
am^tlcd on the Andhra Pradesh borJer 
while another consumed cyanide when 
cornered hy the pul ice. The body of ano¬ 
ther rebel was fished out of the Cixaim 
river flowing through Madras city. The 
police Idcniillcd it u> be of 
Shanmughavcl. 

Bui mystery shrmids Shtinmugha* 
vefs death as the corpse hud slush only 
up to the krtee and bore no signs of inju¬ 
ry. It lent credence lo the rumour that an 
unclaimed body had been dumped into 
the river to prove ihai Shunmughuvcl 
was dead. 

Said former Tamil Nudu Congress 
Commiiice (TNCC> prcsideni Va/hap- 
padi K. Ramamvnhi *Tl>e Tamil Nadu 


do 












govmment is hand-in-glove with the 
LTTE. The recent e^ape could have 
occurred <mly with the connivance of 
the state govcmnient .’' 

Disputing the police claim that ihe 
body found in the Cuoum was that of 
Shanmughavcl. Ramamunhi said the 
episode had been stage-managed to help 
Ptabhokaran's cousin escape. The 
Congress leader claimed to have infor¬ 
mation that Shanmughavel had already 
reached Jaffna, and he even alleged that 
the Tamil Nadu government hud only 
obeyed PrAbhakaran's "diktat" in leiting 
Shanmughavel flee. Everybody from 
the jailer up to the chief minisicr wu 
involved, he accused. 

I n a dumiige-cunirol exercise, the slate 
govemrrirni transferred Ihe inspect or 
general of prisons, T.S. Panchupakesan. 
and susperidcd lour ^Hher senior prison 
otViciaK. Hive wardens have alvi been 
arrested. Bui the authorities arc still ui a 
loss to explain how ibc pns^Hicfs had 
contc to possess cyanide capsules and 
bard currency. The govcnimcnt has ordc 
red a judicial enquiry by a silling judge 
to gel lolheiiuth. 

The aiiiecedents of the 
men who escaped sli<»w 
how imporiiint they were 
lo ihc l.rrH. While 
seven of ihcni were 
involved in the smug' 
gling of arms, Shan¬ 
mughavel. a muster boat 
builder, had been 
arresied while trying to 
build a subinarinc at Tbi- 
ruvamnayur, a coastal 
suburb of Madras 
Sati.sh, described by 
the intelligence agencies 
as a ' red security ihreai". 
belonged to ihc Tamizhar VIdufhalai 
Padui, a pro* LTTE ouifit com^OTsing 
local Tamils. Us goal is the separation uf 
Tamil Nadu from India. Satish. himself 
trained by iheLTTH. had sent more than 
20 Tamil youths to Jaffna for guerrilla 
training. 

Initial investigations revealed that the 
LTTh IS using the current peace process 
in Sri Lanka to regroup. If the war 
resumes, it would need a strong network 
in Tamil Nadu lo ensure supplies and 
medical ireaimem. 

Satish i s s uspcc ted to be the ch icf orga* 
niser of the revived iwwork. Me is said 
to be a inun of violent disposition and 
was a law unto himself in jail with plen¬ 
ty of hard cash. He once bniially assaul¬ 


ted an inspected in the presence of Ihe 
jail superintendent but wasn't punished. 

It is said that the 34-year-old Satish 
has no pUns to go over to Jaffna: 
instead, he would prefer to remain in 
Tamil Nadu and re-establish the net* 
work here. With the Chandrika-LTTE 
negotiations having run into rough wea¬ 
ther. a back-up base in Tamil Nadu has 
become imponani for ihe Tigers. 


T his is not Ihe firsi lime that arrested 
extremists have broken free in Tamil 
Nadu. Since May 1992. at least 30 





The Opposition 
alleged that 
Jayalalitha’s tacit 
understanding 
with the LTTE led 
fyj, to the jailbreah 
from the Madras 
Central Prison 
[above) 


rebels, including a "key" witness in the 
Rajiv assassination ca.se. have 
reportedly escaped. Nineteen of them, 
lodged in a ^)ecial camp at Vellore, had 
earlier mana^ lo gel away. The whe¬ 
reabouts of six LTTH men. who myste¬ 
riously dissppeaml in February 1993 
after k^irig intercepted by the police near 
the Nagapaitinam coast, arc still 
unknown. 

Two yevs back, three LTTE priso¬ 
ners had escaped in anodier daring act at 
Mamandur near Chengalpaitu, while 
being laken by the police from the 
Madras Central Pris<m lo Paiiukotiai. 
One of the men was Kinipan. a prime 
accused in die killing of the ^lam 
People’s Revolutionary Ubeiation 


\k 


Front leader K. Padmanahha and 14 of 
his cMurades in Madra.s in June 1990. 
Kirupan is now believed lo be directing 
LTTE activities in Tamil Nadu from 
Jaffna. 

The fallout of Kirupan's escape was 
that Jayalalilha charged RAW with 
having played a role in it. She had said at 
that time that the central agencies were 
aiding and abetting the LTTKtu elimina¬ 
te her. She had claimed then that she had 
adequate proof to substaniiaic the char¬ 
ge and she would also make it public at 
an appri^riate time. She is yet to provi¬ 
de that proof. 

All these "Jailtmaks' 
and daring "escapes", car¬ 
ried out with the help of 
ouLsiders, show that a 
nascent network already 
exists ouiside the prison. 
'Hte most disturbing 
a.spect that ihe recent inci¬ 
dent has brought to light 
is the possession of cyani¬ 
de capsules at»d cash by 
the militants — perhaps a 
telUuJC sign of iheir abi* 
lily 10 penetrate the Jails. 

Ai this rate, there can 
be no guarantee that the 
26 pesiple tac i ng trial in the Kaji v assissi - 
nation case and now being kept in the 
high-security Poonamatlcc Jail near 
Madras would be safe. , 

fbe .Special Investigating Team 
(SIT), which probed the assassination, 
fears a possible LTTE atiuck on the 
suburban Poonamallee special jail com¬ 
plex where the mal is cm. 

The SIT. it seems, has alerted the state 
authorities about Satish. There (s a lur¬ 
king fear that he is planning, along with 
other LTTE militants, a raid on the Poo¬ 
namallee special jail to thwart the 
ongoing trial. SIT officials have beefed 
up security at this high-security prison 
where 26 people, including 13 Indians, 
are being tried. 

Meanwhile, Opposition parlies in 
Tamil Nadu are m^ing political capital 
out of the 'jailIrak". 

The Congrcss(I) feels that Jayalalilha 
has entered into a tacit understanding 
with the LTTE whereby they would be 
aHowed a free run in the stale, provided 
they ’’leave" her alone. And unless she 
orders a crackdown on the LTTE and its 
sympathisers in Tamil Nadu, she would 
be blamed for failing lo lame the 
Tigers. • 
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PHOOLAN SURRENDERS 

Continuing the controversy over Shekhar Kapur's Bandit Queen 



PH()()I>/\NHAS(;()N 


m court on iwu gruunds. Since the tilm 
w» being projccieJ as the true Ntory of 
her life. &hr said, it was the duly ol Ihe 
prodoccr to nHuw her ihc film. And. 
since the Him invaded her privacy and 
was not ihe true story of her life, it 
should be banned. 

Phoolan Devi did win a major victo> 
ry. The Delhi High Court ordered 
Bobby Bedi u» hold a special atccning 
of Bundu Quffn for her. Besides that, 
the coun not only banned the Him in 
India because of the "damage* it had 
done to Phoolan hui also p^'vcn1ed 
Channel Four from taking il to the 
Oscars. 

Bui last week. Phui>lan (X'vi did h 
compkie lumarouiid. SIw went in lor an 
oui'of'coun scillemcnt with Channel 
F«Htr for lakh She agreed u> with* 
draw all cases against the Him and also 
gave the go-ahead f<»r an Inslia release 
with only four minor cuis. 

Producer Bobby Bcdi w as more than 
willing to oblige and Farrukh Dhondy, 
the commissioning agciii at C'hanitcl 
Pour.itHildn i bide his glee at the ouico* 
me. "It jusi goes to sliow that the whole 
fuss was u> get NOOK* numey out of the 
affair.' he told Si'Miay. 'Wc arc paying 
this money out of ultra generosity." 

B ut the celcbraiions ended sooner 
than Dhondy had expected. In a 
prompt move, Shekhar Kapur, who had 
stated that he would niH setlk for even a 
SI ngle cut in the India release i if the Hi m, 
reiterated his position onee again. Accor* 
ding io him. he was rKit even awart of 
the settlement and if producer Bobby 
Bcdi decided to go ahead with the cuts 
he would have to withdraw his name 
from Ok crvdiLs. at least fi>r the India 
release. 

While the focus has now lifted to the 
differences of opinion among ihe 
makers of the Hlni. Phoolan is l ast losing 
the sympathy which she hud won wlien 
Bobby Bcdi refused to her the film 


I t is a conlrovvrsy which shows no Devi first threatened to n 
signs of ending F.ighi monils if the Central Board of 
after former docoit PImilan Devi lion tCBFC) allowed 
and director Shekhar Kapur first released in India. She ah 
hit headlines because of Bondir Channel hwr. produc 
Queen '— Kapur's film on Riuolan's Bobby Bcdi. direvior 
life, they are hack in ihe rwws once agui n. and the auihor of her ei 
During these eight months, Phwian graphy./m/w sBnm/rr( 

The rail'Hfe Phgolan: money matters 








and over ibc hue and cry thai she had 
made over M.xnes of nudity and rape in 
Handir Queen. 

Says Kamini Jaiswal, the lawyer who 
waji inslrumeniuJ in getting Phoolan out 
of jiiil and who was later unceremo> 
niousiy thrown out hy Phoolan during 


LalToni. which has pakJ a hefty amount stand u chance in a UkkJoh cMurt where 
for the rights to Phoolan Desi's life Cliannel Four was planning to sue l^f- 


siofy. AccsKding to Chaoiwl fkw, Laf* 
font was breaching their copyright a> 
they had cxclusis-c fights to Phoolan’s 
life story before Bandti Qttm 
made. Channel Hour had carlici lyisscil 



the course other legal action against the the brexh of copyright on the gnnjmU 
producers of Ihe film. ‘It has been that since they had already ituik' ilx' 
proved that ii was a game for money, film. Phoolan was free to sell her suir> lo 
Once again Phtiubn has been used by others and make more money, 
people for their own 
vested interests." And if 
it was only money that 
Phoolan warned, why did* 
n'l she decide earlier so 
that the film could he 
taken to the Oscars, she 
wonders. ’ Her case has 
been u total disasvr. A 
good film was blocked 
because of her and it led 
to a lot of emotional and 
menial haras,smcnt of the 
people concerned with 
making it." 

Adds Miila Sen. ’1 had 

si"*"" "■p"-: ■“ »n,p™™,i„ ro. wm 

le Irir her and gel hera per* 
ceniage ol (he profits if 
the film was a success. 

Obviously, they have 
begun to realise that they 
are losing credthility and 
think ii is belter to lake 
llie money (hat is on offer 
now than to have nothing 
after" 

Says Arundhaii Roy. 
who helped Phoolan 
fight the case in the Delhi 
High Court, "Phoolan is 
perfectly entitled to make 
an out>of>court settle* 

men. She ha. given her PhOOlW 0«Vl: executing a volte-fs 

consent to the film. They ® 

didn't have it earlier, now they have it Bui after the shoddy way meted out to 

for a pnee." it by Phoolan. Chanud Pour sent a legal 



The situation, however, is not that 
simple. According to Baldev Krishan. 
who worked on the fmai details of the 
out'Of-court settlement for Phoolan, the 
real dii^puic was between (nvo foreign 
companies. Channel Four and Laffont. 
(be French publishers of Phoolan' s sorm* 
to-be^released biography. 

Qtannel Four sent a legal notice to 


Phoolan Otvl: €xecuting a volte-face 

t Bui after (he shoddy way meted out to 
U by Phoolan. Channel Four sent a legal ' 
notice to Laffont. who panicked and coo • 
t tacted them for an out>of-court 
settlement. ) 

; * 
t Jfc pparently, Phoolan Devi had made ' 
1 #%ibe crucial mistake of giving Laf* 
font exactly the same story for which she • 
• was suing the producers of Bandit’ 
Queen and the film's screenplay wriier j 
> Mala Sen. Realising that her case didn't i 


font, the publishing frmi put pressure on 
f^vdan to come to a settlement with 
Channel Four. 

And. says Baldev Krishan. "Channel 
Four was worried about their film. They 
did not wont in cany on fighting in u 
coun of law for long. Meanwhile, it was 
also not in Phoolan’s interests to keep 
fluting a legal boitlc. We hod asked for 
linancuil compcnsaiion 
for ihe injury caused to 
her bui it would have 
been years before she gtH 
the iTKmey. What we 
have settled for is com* 
pensation for what she 
has already suffered." 

According to the agree* 
mcni. rKH only has Phoo¬ 
lan Devi given the go- 
ahead for the release of 
the film in India, hut Laf¬ 
font has also agreed to 
Channel Four's demand 
that th.'y not make a film 
. on PhiK>lan for the next 

...ywr.. 

It was jn such a si'cna* 
rio that PhiKvlan Devi 
very meek I y agreed to set¬ 
tle mailers wiih Channel 
Four and insisted on four 
minor cuts only for the 
1 ndi a re lease of the fi I m 
— she wants Shekhar 
Kapur's claim that it is 
her true life story 
removed from the film 
and wants only minor edi¬ 
ting of three rape scenes. 

2 including the one on the 
J long and gruesome gang* 

3 rape {Interestingly, the 

g Censor Board had earlier 

asked for ten cuts.) 

Dhimdy. however, does mX sec this 
seulemcnl as a moral victory, Says he. 
‘What art we paying Rs 20 lakh.s for? 
What arc we gelling out of it? It Is 
noOiiRg but blackmail. The only advan¬ 
tage is (hat the matter is settled and we 
con get on with other things," 

But widi Slickiiar Kaput's newest 
salvo, this seems a long way off still. • 
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THEATRE 


Romancing the Raj 

Tom Stoppard’s latest date with nostalgia 


T he memuhib %it% in her shidy 
verandah dipping nimbup(u^i 
ami writing Inters home. The 
punkawaJIah. half asleep, 
pulls the strings of the cloth 
fan with dreamlike movements. Only 
outside, in the dusty streets, can be felt 
the stirrings of natiunalitm. and revolt 
against foreign rule. 

Scenes from A rut Oust. For Pavt- 
tionx or Jewft tn The Ctxrwn'^ Actually. 
lt*s the latest play by Tom Stoppard — 
Indian lr\k — which <^ned in London' s 
Werti End this week and which is liven¬ 
ing up a dull winter in (he capital with 
that favourite British pastime: Raj 
nosuilgia. 

Starring Felicity Kendall. Margaret 
Tyzack and An M^ik, the play had been 
the talk ol the town even before the 
curtains went up. Any new Stoppard 
play usually causes a flutter of anticipa¬ 
tion and theatre circles waited expectant¬ 
ly (0 see if the writer of such favourites 
as Jumpers. Trayesiies. Roseruronti 
And Cuildenstem Are Dead and 
A rcadia. coti Id deliver agai n. 

And on opening night, Stoppard pass¬ 
ed the acid test. Ecstatic critics gushed 
about the production, praising Stoppard. 
Kendall. TyzKk, Malik, and the direc¬ 
tor Peter Wood to the skies. Another suc¬ 
cessful Raj production. 

Weaving in and out of the 1930$ and 
1980s. Indian Ink is about a young poet. 
Flora Crewe (Felicity Kendal) who 
goes to India to recover from tuberculo¬ 
sis in the 19308. There, in the princely 
stale of Jammapore. sbe meets Nlrad 
Das (An Malik), a young painter, una¬ 
shamedly in love with the F.ngland of 
Dickens and Shakespeare. Das offers lo 
paint a portrait of Flora Crewe and the 
two enter into an artist-subject relation¬ 
ship with stirmg sexual overtones, all 
agai nst the heady background of the Raj. 
llie unorthodox Crewe even asks E>as to 
paint her in the nude, much to his shock. 
However, hr does later paint a miniature 
of her in the nude. 

Thirty years later. Nirad Das‘ son. 
Anish ois (Paul BhattacharjeeK an 


Anglicised young deconsinKUonisi 
painter settled in London, discovers a 
reproduction of his father’s portrait of 
an Englishwoman in a volume of the col¬ 
lected letters of Rora Crewe. He identi¬ 
fies the woman as the same person his 
father h«l painted (Anish had found the 
miniature in his father's trunk after his 
death) and he sett out to search for her 
family. 

By the Eighties, the late Crewe had 
become a celebrity poet revered by femi¬ 
nists. An Amencan critic working un 
her biography. Eldon Pike, also sets out 
to uncover the secret behind what led 
Rora Crewe to model without inhiNiion 
for an unknown Indian painter in the 
1930s. 

With clever nadiboclu. Stoppard 


Felicity Kendall and 
Art Malik in a scene 
from Indian Ink: 
portrait of an artist 


takes his play from 1900'$ suburban Bri¬ 
tain — when Pike and Crewe's sister 
Eleanor Swan. (Margaret Ty/ack) unra¬ 
vel the mystery through the letters Klora 
wrote to Eleanor—to 1930' a J ammapo- 
rc where Nirad Das and Rone Oewe 
worked and discovered each other. 

It Is Stoppard's skill a.s a playwright 
that the formula works ho perfectly. 
There are the usual delightful Stoppard 
ooe-lincrs and the sheer warntth of the 
play carries it through. Tliai the most 
nAiionalist of Indians could still love the 
England of linglish lileraturc, be devot¬ 
ed u» Bloonuthury and C'hclseu and 
know the streets of literary I.oRdon bet¬ 
ter than the natives of Blighty. i< Hensi- 
tively undervmred by Stoppard. And 
that the same applied lo the English, 
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many of whom would pn^er (u <lte in 
India than return home, is very much 
pan of the play. 

Even Eleanor, Rora’s rto-nonscnsse 
sister, who lells Anish Da.s. "We were 
your Rorrums. you know. We might 
have been your Normans," reminisces 
about her orchard in India and calls it 
"home". 

Rore Crewe tells Nimd Das to slop 
behaving like a blubbering Dr Aai? and 
to be himself, an Indian painter, not a 
mimic of Western an. An angry Das bur¬ 
sts out with the accusation that British 
Imperialism had killed Indian an. 

Das later goes to prison for throwing 
mangoes ai the British government's 
Daimlers. 


U nlonunaicly. the tmnsfunnation of 
BloomshurV'lovinc Das lo the 


Bloomsbury'loving Das lo the 
nationalist (d fu Or A/u in Fossoge To 
ln<Hu) is not really brought out in the 
play. Siofipurd. ireuding the path of For* 
sler and P;tul Scott, also sees die image 
of the Imglish* literature loving Indian as 
the blubbering, ctwmcal. hand-lolded. 
trying'hard'lo'plcasc brand of rtalive. 

Docs the low of English literature 
ha VC to reduce the I ndi an to a caricature ? 


On opening 
night in 
London’s 
West End, 
ecstatic critics 
gushed praise 
for Malik's 
and Kendall’s 
performances. 
Playwright 
Stoppard had 
delivered 


once again 




\ 


\ 



By sheer conira.sl. Vik* 
ram Seih. in his de.scrip' 
Ikmofthe Drahrr^rLite- 
rary Society and its Eliot- 
loving members (inri ShI* 
table Boy), is iremendous* 
ly Cunoy without having 
10 Alsert to caricature Per* 
'^i^ ite perspective of a 
writer 'East of the Suez’ 
$ still essentially 
differem. 


Stoppard's pa.ssagc to 
India, wayward u it 
might be. comes from the 
playwright's personal 
childhood expenence in 
the country in 1941, 
when hb family was 
evacuated there from 
Singapore. Stoppard 
(bom Tomas Siraussler 
of Zlin. Czechoslovakia) 
was the second son of 

Eugene Susuaskr. on 

em^yee of the Bata 
shoe company, in Cze* 
choslovakia. The family 
arrived in Sing^tore dur¬ 
ing the war, filing (he 
Nazis, and then were 
shifted to India alter 


Singapore felltolheiopiincsc. 

In India. It was to hill station o 
Darjeeling that Mrs Strausslcr was sen 
with her iwo sons and here she ran th 
local Bala shop. Eugene Siraus^ler ha< 
died at the enemy's hand^ and Toma 
was only five at the lime. 

He went to on American Methodis 
school agaiast the panoramic bock 
ground of the Himalayas. In 1946. hi 
mother mamed a British army major 
Kenneth Stoppard, and the family let 
for Britain. India soon became a distan 
memory for young Tom. 

Indian Ink is an adaptation from Stop 
pard's own radio play. In The Notiv 
Side, broadcast on BBC Radio in 1991 
The original radio play stamd Dam 
Peggy Ashcroh os Rom's sister Elen 
nor. It was Peggy Ashcrofl'K last rol 
btfon her death and it seemed almoi 
appropriate that the gentle Mrs Moore 
—'' 0 $ she had become popularly ideniifl 
ed with since her role in David Lean' 
Passage To India — would play anolhc 
role relating to India before her death. 

As Britain's obsession with the Ra 
continues. Stoppard's play is sure to be 
long-running hit. Ideally to be cnjoyei 
with a ehoia peg. a nimbupani or a Born 
bay gin and Indian ionic water to muki 
the complete cocktail, • 



POWER PLAY 


RAJIV SHUKLA 


Rom tenor to tenor 


Pakistan is finally caught in a situation of its own making 


Ttie on-guing viol* watched when thev icrron^t groups 
ence in Karachi butchered the (Muslims who 

has vindk'uicd migrated to HaJtisUin fruen Itxlia). Bui 
India's claim that she was forced U) sit up and take notice 
PakjM&n htb been when iwo American dipkmiais were 
(mining and arm* gunned down in Karachi The Pakistani 
ing terronsi PM was in Singapi>rc at that (ime« trom 
groups to foment where she issu^ a siaiemeni saying that 
irsxibic in neigh* 'Pakisian aimed to he a model for the 
bounng euunthes. entire Islamic world as « nation that 
Today. Pakistan has bcc<ime a victim of believed in the nile ol law and not the 
Its own misdeeds Over I.(XI0 people rule cif the huiwr. She also said ihai 
have been killed in Karachi in the last Muslims were at ihc crossroads and had 
one*ard*a-half years and although Isla* to choose between progress and funda* 
mabad muiniains that they are ail vie* menialism. But her deeds surely du not 
tims of ethnic clasiws, ihe . 

truth is (hat terrorist 
groups, who enjuy the 
protection of Muslim fun* 
damemaJisis, are behind 
the violence and the 
Moodshed. 

"nKiugh the initial pro* . 

vocation for the violeiK'e 
was provided by the » 

Mohajir Quami Move* ^ 

mem IMQM), militants V 

soon look control of this 
commercial and induslri* VL7 

al city of Pakistan. 

Today, (he situation rn ■ 

Karachi is such (hat no ' f • 

one rs safe. Everyday. 
people are falling to lerro- 

risu’ boilers The Shias ^ 

and Sunnis sare also at ^ 
each others’ throats and 

the role of the govern- -TIW DrObleffl IS tfUt BeftSlIf BtlUttO COT dl 

mem t«en juiprove (>16 law and order sftuathm in II 

simator Afterall.saccessivePakistaRiregli 

Bell^ir^hono' ?eei^ includin| her owa, have trained and pri 

can do little to improve tOfTOriSt flBftOT 

the iiiw and order situa¬ 
tion in Karachi. After all. -• -- --- - 

.successive Pakistani regirrais. including j match what she is preaching, 
her own. have (rained and promuieJ i ThsHtgh the poor Mohajirv an being 
these extremist gangs and have used blamed for the vitiencc in Karachi, the 
them to ICTTorisc India and Afghanisian tAitb is otherwise. In fact. Indian 
when NajibuJJah was the President of Muslims setiled in Pakistan are getting a 
(hai country. raw deal ai ihe hands of the preseni 

In fact, Benazir Bhutto just .stood and Pakisiani g<»vemment. Though these 


watched when these terrorist groups people left India bag and baggage und 
butchered the Msdtajins (Muslims who have accepted Pakistan as their nation, 
migrated to Pakistan fruen Itxiiat. Bui the Pakistanis are yet to accept them os 
she was forced U) sit up and take notice (heir own people. So far, more than 500 
when IWO American dipkmiats were Indian Muslims have been killed by the 
gunned down in Karachi The Pakistani security forces in.Sindh and the leader of 
PM was in Singapore al that time, from the Mohajirs, Altuf Hus in. says that 
where she issu^ a suiiemeni saying that his life is under threat Ircim the 
'Pakistan aimed to he a model for the government. 

entire Islamic world as a nation that Surprisingly, none of iltc Muslim 
believed in the rule ot law and not the leaders in inditi including (he Shuhi 
rule of the hulWr. She also 'said ihai Imam of the J: ma Masjid. Syed Shaha* 
Muslims were at ihc crossroads and had buddin. Ibm n Sulcimun Sait, luvcd 
to choose between progress and funda* I Hahi . Sulci;nun Ownsi nnO Mccm 
menialism. But her deeds surely du not I Afral vc ruised ihctr \<>icev 

' I uguinst the brutality of 

I Ihe Pakistani fonres. 
jiicse leaders have con* 
demned Russia for its 
action in Otechnya. but 
are mum about the atrocit* 
ies being committed on 
poor Muslims in their 
own backyard. Is it 
because they simply lack 
ibc guts to criticise 
Paksitan? 


L 

■Ski.. 


.r'-* 




The problem Is timt Benailr Btiirtto can do little to 
improve the law and order sltuathm in Karachi. 

After ali, saccessive Pakfstanl regimes, 
inciuding her owa, have trained and promoted 

terrorist gangs 


The killing of two 
American diplomats in 
Karachi has at last forced 
the Clinton adminibira* 
tion to (ake stock of d.e 
situation in Pakistan. It is 
time perhaps for (he US 
to declare Pakistan as a 
lerronst stale. 


But that’s not all. It U 
an open seem that the 
^ Pakistan i regime dcpend.s 

a lot on A mcrica for survi- 
WlCll val. President Clinton 

should now use his good 
offices to check the activi- 

lies of the Inler-Scrviccs 
Intel ligence (l$I). an ageiicy that promO' 
tes terrorism in the Indian sub* 
continent. The 151 is controlled by the 
anny top brass arid even Benazir Bhutto 
is helpless while dealing with it. Only 
America is i n a posii ion to c I i p the w ings 
ofthis notorious agency. • 
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dimuii Klun. 
v.ith I hi* Mtpcr 
hil Hum 
C3J ^ AoiAr Haiti 
Ko\*n..f CO hi^ 
crcd«. hji IU4 
iwily httcomo :i fuvounk 
again in BollywiXHi, hul nlM) 
of acCrcHS Shecha. 

The cwo Ursi saw each 
ulhcr on Ihc seCs of 
Survavutisiu. and made il 

4 

clear ihac chey liked whin 
they saw. Passion ran ils 
ex peeled course ^ and as 
expectedly flagged. 

Only io ignite again when 
ihc Ms 420 girl called upon 
the charismaiic Khan to do a 
music album with her. 
Before long, the iwo were 
hack i n each ocher* s arms. 

But knowing (he on* 
again, o(T*again Khan, we 
don't know for how lone. 


I you re won* 
dering where 
Ajay Oevgan 
is these days, 
/it's safc^io 
assume w’s 
cicweied with Kajol. Uni^ 
hands were ul firsi surpnaed 


when Kajol stalled haunting 
every set on which Ajay was 
shouting, but now they've 
grown used to the sight. The 
Karan Arjun girl keeps land* 
ing up to give her man a 
Uxik'up. 


Or shall we say u 
cheek •uui 

Though Kajol does n<M 
deny her closeness to Ajuy, 
she refuses lu talk about tlW 
relatiuoship Because aevsir* 
ding h) her. both have decid¬ 
ed rxH to talk puNicly ahoui 
their love life. 




I'luw, 

interested. 


we r; 




s true and uhi 


only fiir the 

tTHWIBS’ C)r 

d<ics il somcii* 
nil's Umeb 
upon the lives of aciors 
ihemselves? 

Age. apparently, has not 
withered whatever Bengali 
ftuhu Mithun and south Indi* 
an actress SriDcvi felt for 
each other ibo»e many years 
ago. (Two years, actually, 
but that's a lot in film time.) 

Mithun, like many men 
before him. hsul been content 
to let iheir affair jog ulone 
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without going through the 
unpleasantness of a divorce 
fmn wife Yogeeta. But the 
L/uidln girl, wontmg all or 
nothing, upped and ended 
the relationship. 

Only in a manner of spea¬ 
king. though. For whenever 
the occa.sion arises (as when 
Sri Devi wanted help in a 
policeca.se involving her bro¬ 
ther, or a patch-up with 
rianre dirvcinr Samj Khan) 
the couple are still reported 
to be ringing each other up 
for aid. succour or a bit of 
hand-holding. 

And only (hey can tell us. 
what else. • 
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1 he vagaries of t^aiuro have for long been ihc 
bane of I no fan ag^ culture 



A bad monsoon, a failed crop, and it's a sleep 
descent mto dcbl 

New IrKfia, on rts part, has always stood by 
the farmer By providing securily through wide 
langirvj and r^*edbdsed ir)sutarice covets 

These have enabled farmers to face the 
uncertainttes o* nature with courage and fortitude 

Perhaps New India's signal contribution has 
been in encouraging farmers to switch to lucrative 
subsidiary acirvities With policy covers for poultry, 
piscidriiure and horhculture (sugarcane, grapes, 
chikoos. etc) 

Planting the sends of soU-sufl>cionby Helping 
tarrners find r>ew roots m the soil. 

Thai's what makes New India the leading 
general insurance company in India 














Knowing New lixjle 



1993-94 

GloOel premium income 

ns .1616 orores 

No. of offices 

1197 

No. of employees 

24.500 

No. of policy covers 
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NEW NDIA ASSURANCE 





75 years of solid, secure support 
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CompQftiie Aeckege • MeCdexTi • Groue m»Wfi • O^mm Me»ci>»w > Pereon* AcMni Ofta^vtawei} • TAirc P*ny uit • Studems 
£ele(V • evmngut • C«Ker •Mui'veni* ir>«uranee iv lPO Dmim • hma • KiOr^MeHuwbon • TV • BMvtSAyaAroffya • Muluii Fund 
PiCUMtflwif—cm • Sf««c * HcfM/PonvAlUt > Ptt > Ctmei • P«i**y • Owcfe • iWd • Clepnerd > Oog • erKiuvi wnw Prawn • liMar>d 
f «»i • Siiki»om« * Hciiay BaM • f^nojmjm • Amrtai Can • hj • Oobtt Ga* PtM * New MWi • Jarteia Personal Aeci0e<n 

• Oran i»n Personal Acctwri * CompoeAe Pecdapt iv e Aaie * F artner\ Pachape 
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A question of 



Dilip Kumar: the life and times of 
a secular Muslim 


I 

I 


S O much has been whiten about Dilip Kumar that there is rela*^ 

lively little left to say. We* veal! read about his screen presen¬ 
ce; his reign as India's tragedy king; his ability to be part of the 
Bombay film industry without being of it; and his survival as 
one of Hindi cinema's greatest stars for four decades. 

But there is one pan of Dilip Kumar's life that is rarely whiten about: his 
identity as a Muslim. Perhaps, it is approphale that we do not focus on his reli¬ 
gion because not only is ours a secular country but the film business is proba¬ 
bly the one truly secular industry in this country. And yet. it seems to me. that 
by ignohng his religious identity, wc miss an opportunity to understand the 
development of Indian Muslims and of seculansm itself. It would make sense 
to argue (hat his religion is irrelevant if. in fact, it was irrelevant. But the truth 
is that Dilip Kumar has never been allowed to forget that he i$ a Muslim. 
There is the screen name itself. Yusuf Khan called himself Dilip Kumar at 


a tinK when producers were apprehensive that Hindu audiences would disap¬ 
prove of Muslim heroes particularly when they ended up getting the (Hindu) 
girl. This is not an unusual phenomenon. Nor is it restricted to India. Few 
Black American stars end up in bed with While heroines in Hollywood 
movies. Il is iiileicsting iiow such actors a.s Eddie Murphy arc always given 
roles that eliminate or restrict the love imercsi —unless, of course, the heroi¬ 


ne is Black. 

Dilip KunKtr says that too much has been read into his choice of a Hindu 
name. In I ^79. he argued with me about this and insisted that he had nearly cal¬ 
led himself Jahangir. 'That's not a Hindu name, is UT he asked. ^ 


M »ruSiC 















Pertuip& the (lindu nomenclaiurc w<ls 
KCidcM^ but Tm not so sure, li is inic* 
resting how few Muslims dared their 
real cuune lill the late Sixties/ curly 
Seventies. It wasn't jusi YuMif Khan 
who became Dilip Kumar. Badruddir 
Kaai became Johnny Walker, And such 
comedians as Jagdeep iix^ care to con* 
ccal their Muslim origins. By ihc ) %(K, 
the ruks had chartged stimeuhai. Now, 
il was okay forciMt^ians imd villaini^ to 
be Muslims. Bui hones had to pretend 
to he Ihndus. Take ihc ease of two bro* 
theft who entewd ihc industry in Ihc 
19605: Rmw Khan and Ahhas Khan 

Firozc played the heavy and so was 
able 10 keep his real name. Hut Abbas 
wanted u> play hemes and so changed 
his namcioihc HindU'Sounding Sacijay. 

By (he mtd-lcvlalc Severnies, audien¬ 
ces were ready for Muslim heroes, even 


For the average Indian 
Muslim, there can be no 
better example of the 
failure of Indian 


secularism than Dilip 


though il look lime for Muslims to go 
beyond (he Mchinix)d*Amjad Khan* 
kader Khan stage. The firM pcr<on to 
seme (his was Sanjay. li was too laic to 
go back lo calling himself Abhus Khan 
so he setilcd on a comprumiK; Sanjay 
Khan. This extremely sccu bir if genealo * 
gically unsound, screen name serves 
him well to this day 

O f course, today il is bard lo believe 
rhai a Muslim name was ever a 
disqualification fora bm Ihc screen is 
packed with Muslim leading men who 
make no aiicnipt to coiweal (lieir reli¬ 
gious identity Shah Rukh Khan, Sal¬ 
man Khan. Aamir Khan, d al. Bui in 
Dilip Kumar's heyday as a hem. it did 
miller reganikss of whai he may now 
say. 

In the early l%(K, l>i!ip Kumar made 
what many peof^e consider u> be one of 
the most iciflucnilal Hindi films ever. 


a 


Kumar 














Ganf^Jamuno set many (rends, (is Bhrv 
jpuri dialogue paved Ihe way for simibr 
dialects in Amiiabh Biuhchan films in 
(he 1970s and Eighties (isccntrel (heme 
of iwo brothers, ufie of whom bec<imcs a 
policeman and the other a cncninal has 
now become a mainstay of the commer¬ 
cial cinema; ii was remade in 1974 as 
Otewar. 

OfTiciaNy. Dilip Kumar was only an 
aclor in JaMumt. (His real life 

brother. Nuscer Khan, played his screen 
hniiher.) But in rvalily. Ik was both pro 
duccr anil director. In many ways. 
Gan)ia Jutnutm miirked his cocirrn^ of 
age. 

It was the firsi filni in which he 
moved hcyoTKl his (radilional mk* as an 
actor for hire and attempted to enter the 
Raj Kapoor slut of the aeii>r' 
tlircclor-producer, ((liven hiNirwdiiiorul 
reiicenec, however, he tried to do this 
through the Kick door, j 

Nearly everybody who smw (ianfia 
Jomunu at its first few previews was eon* 
vitKCd that It was one of the finest Hindi 
movies ever made. At the lime, Dilip 
Kumar's status as a hero was roughly 
equal to that of Amilahh Rachchan 
loihiy, f*or such a man to star in such an 
outstanding filrii tnnd to direct ;iml pro¬ 
duce it) was aciaisiderahic ashievcnwrit 
and there was little douN that 
Jamuna would he a superb it, 

I'hcn the problems began. 

When the film was shown to the cen 
SOTS, they asked for nearly .M) cuts. 
These would have destroyed i(k stniciu- 
re of the story and k il led the fi Icn. 

Moreover, most of the cuts were idkv 
tic. For instance, there was a scene in 
which dacoils rside down from a hill to 
rob a train. The censors said this had to 
go. Dilip Kumar asked why. He wa.s i(4d 
that such a scene m ighi i ns|Ma' wou hJ -he 
dacoits. And su on. 


Bui there was one scene in particular 
that the censors woe mevst eacRiaed 
over. At the end of the film, the Dilip 
Kumar character (Ganga) dies while hts 
brother (Jamuna) weeps. Ganga's last 
word.s arc “HtRam'". 

IFk dialogue was urKiceplional 
ertough' (ianga is a Hindu after all. But 
the censors saw red. It had to go. Why. 
nsked Kumar. Well, ir Just wasn't right. 

MrutUy, they offered a concrete ohjcc- 
tkm. Gai^iji had said "He Ram*' hefon: 
he died How could a dacoit say the 
saOK* thing? 

This was nonsense hut hy (hen. the cat 
was out of the hag. There were people on 
the Censor H<Kird who ob^ lcd (o a 
Muslim taking Ram's name 

Dilip Kumar was angcrrvd beyond 
belief. 


^Pberc IS a background (o all of (his. (n 

I the I9.VK Dilip Kumar was one of 
the first Bombay sUir^ to gel involved in 
national politics. In (hoH* days, publics 
was much simpkr 'I'hcn: was only the 
Congress party, headed by Fanditji. And 
the phuniy w»» nut su much to win the 
elections as to engage in whai was then 
called 'na(HiA*buildmg'. 

It was a n^aiivcly naive era. Slogans 
about ruHiorul integration, about renav 
ving poverty and ohnui uniting against 
esiemal enemies had a certain credibi- 
Illy As Bombay's top Mar, Dilip 
Kumar's popularity was such (Km he 
was enormously useful lo Pandilji when 

II came to drumming up support for his 
national agenda. 

Pandilji did mu grudge him his popu* 
kahiy. On one occasion. Nchni was 
addrcs-sing a puMk meeting when Dilip 
Kumar, whu had been touring, arrived 
late. Sccuritymen rushed him cm to the 
dais. No sooner was he vi.siMe to (he 
audience than (he cheers and applause 



Dilip Kumar with as$ocia(r^s in 19* 


began Nobody bothered lo listen lu 

Ronditti 

11 is a measure of Nehru's ciuifiderKc 
in himself iluM fur from being annoyed 
hy such a response, he turned arourul. 
embraced Dilip Kumar to loud checr>. 
welcomed him and then continued with 
his speech once the applause had died 
down. 



Throughoul his 
career, tiie aclor 


of almost mvihic 


dimensions lo 


For all ihe^ reasons. 
Dilip Kumar wa& not an 
uninfluentiaJ pemon. He 
was not your average 
Bombay film star. His sta¬ 
ture wa.s much greater 
and he knew the Prime 
Minister well. 

Ulus, when the Censor 
Board went for Conga 
Jamuna, be wa.s flabber- 
gasied. He wav even 
more upset becauKc he 
suspect^ that (he hidden 
agenda had to do with his 
religion. 
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rg to the <iid of the victims of the antt-Muslim riots 


A Her 4 Jvcadtf ot u>uhng the ctMntry 
to proiTiiHc secularism, he had a nghi lu 
feel outraged by this kind of otTicially 
sponsored commun&Iism. 

He wcni off to see Nehoj. He called 
nr) (he infivmation and broadcasting 
miniskT. Bui nobody was willing in help. 

Finally, he hired a lawyer and decick^ 
that he would fighi the cen- 
son in court. Faced with 
ihis legal onslaught, the 
censors agreed to with¬ 
draw some of their objec¬ 
tions. Thai wasn't good 
enough. Dilip wanted 
(hem all withdrawn. 

Eventually, a compromi¬ 
se was reached whereby 
he agreed to let the cen¬ 
sors dictate a single face- 
saving cut. 

6'anga J<urtuna was 
released and became the 
huge hit every body expec 
ted it (o he. But Dilip wu 
so tnumatised by the 


esperienev that he rixmdoned plans 
of hccomi ng an acior-dircctor- pn xluccr. 


A i dw time, the film industry belies'ed 
^%(hai one reason for the censor 


P^hai one reason for the censor 
inxihic was corruption. Raj Kapoor had 
a film called Jis Desh Mein (itt/iga Befiti 
Hoi out at the time. Not only did it inclu¬ 
de the wofd 'Ganga' in the title, but it 



also dealt with dacoits. Tlw industry spe¬ 
culated thu Kapoor had paid off the cen¬ 
sors to deby the release of Congo Jamu- 
AO till Jis Desk Mein completed its s liver 
jubilee. 

Many years later. I asked Dilip 
Kumar ah^ (he incidem. Did he think 
that Raj Kapuor wa.s behind the delay? 

lie did not. 

So. whai accounted Un the censor 
trouble'^ 

“Some other reason.'' he Fciortcd 
Ihrojgh clenched lips 'Ihi you really 
need me to spell it out?" 

It is p^wvible 10 argue lhat by exami¬ 
ning the (Janftn Jamumi controversy 
(hnxi^ a Hiridu-Muslim prism, we are 
imposing an agenda on what might have 
been a simple inira-fdfn industry battle. 
But two years later. Dilip Kumar was 
involved in an even bigger controversy. 
And ihe only way this could be explai¬ 
ned wa.s in Hindu-Muslim terms. 

In retrospect, the controversy seems 
so birarre that it is astonishing f\iat anyo¬ 
ne iixA ii seriously. Apparently, the poli¬ 
ce arrested a young boy who they 
thought w as a Pak i sun i spy. In his diary. 
they found Dilip Kumar's address and 
number. 

They look (his to c'onsiitute a prima 
facie ease against the star! 

And so. in 1%4. at the peak of his 
popularily, Dilip Kumar's house was rai¬ 
ded by a rmtssive police party. He wa:> 
inierrogaicd ai length and threatened 
with arrest. 

There wa.s no other evidence apart 
from this single diary entry. But the pt)li- 
cc had (heir own reasons for believing 
that Dilip wa.s a Paki.uani spy. After all. 
wasn't hrs real name Yusuf Khan? 

Perhaps this grotesque nrisearriage of 
just ice cou Id he art ri huted to com munal, 
over-enthusiastic police orTiccfs. But 
what h^ipencd ncxi could not be hla* 


V 



Dilip Kumar 


cited Sanjay 


Dutt's as a 


specific case of 


tlie ruling party's 


injustice 














Winning With Technology 



Gives your car that advantage 


AuW m oBw qnyie WtfrologiiB ae ccnrtaniy tfwyig TbsftndB 

mowpo—fbiiiirw^iWidw 

hooer Ttw puts more s>«ss on tB cn^ as ««■ s Uncan 
KMptng paca «0> tm rw B ch i u loy gi . CasM ms rtqdtcas 
CaWtt 6 TX Exfea - a vatfy supemr nwo^acte snpv ol i nw>tg 
API SG ^wAMb FcfinenassdrBs^ancBBfwmiaiandvBcoaiy 
b fg a M (Winini}bsfls*proMcaon1oryoiaearsnyB"Caa>clGTy£Wa. 
wifi sn ha nced u n gl n oc fftg. 

Tha special^ unporteo bass ois, gdacasd ad iH lw a pa cAa ps «il 
20WQ0 vBconwmcs of CasPci QJX Em pM your snpins t« em 
aMitape ai fe dusty, hot, hmtan <^ivvip o nd tos . 


C9$tWf m BXTRJk ofhn: 


fcrmort 


vMbmMan and S< 
wnttic 




4 PR Waraear 

Cattrel India timltad 

&m HotPd. 91 WiiwPiiiajr Read, 
ttoittay WD009 



iVoria Cnamoion luOncants 



n 
















PRonu 


mcd on junior oftlcf fs. 

Dilip WL'iii ic> see Pai«lii Nchni. then 
in the lu>t ittonibs of life. Pundiiji 
was syinpmhdic bui missed (he poiiu 
c<'inple(ciy. 

"You know/ he said, "when (he poli¬ 
ce come lo your house, it can be quite 
upsetting. I remember w hen (hey used to 
come 10 arrest me during ihe i rvedoni 
struggle, my whole family used to be 
quite penufhed." 

I t was a silly parallel. When Nehru was 
arrested, he was regarded as a patriot. 
Dilip Kumar was under suspicion of 
being a traitor. r— 

Once ugain. the esis* [ 
hlishmcm did msihing to I 
help the man whose help 
it took 10 promote sccuU* 
rism. The ease dragged 
on and the police leaked 
innumerable stories to 
the press w'hich. of cour* 
se, piinted them ^ 

wiihoui chocking: n (ran* 4 

smitter htwl been found at 
Dilip's house; his ser¬ 
vants were Pakjsiani 
agents; he made frequent 
trips to Karachi and so on, | 

Finally, when no evi* ^ ^ \ 

denee could be found, the | r 

authorities relucianilv < 1 

abandoned (he 

investigation. 

A lesser man may have 
given upon Indian sccuU* 
rism at this stage. Certain¬ 
ly. many Muslims have 
decided to cheer Pakistan 
at cricket matches with 
much less provocatu>n. 

Bui Dilip Kumar did 
not give up. More to the 
point, he did not even 
stop helping the establish' 
meni that turned his back 
on him each time he wa.s in trouble. 
He continued to support the 'liberal, 
Left* leaning' wing of the Congress and 
was active at the time of the ^969 split 
on behalf of Indira Gandhi. He cam* 
paigned for the Congress in 1971 and 
publicly reiterated his faith in secula¬ 
rism at every given opportunity. 

Some would argue that there was a 
change, though it W8.s a subtle one. 

Vhroughout hk career. Dilip Kumar 
I has been a hem of almost mythic 
dimensions to Indian Muslims. To this 
day, OKsques are crowded with the faith* 


fill on the day that a Dilip Kumar movie 
ii rdeased: they pray for it to he a hit. 

For many Indian Muslims. Dilip 
Kumar is the embodiment of the secular 
dream. He was India's top Mar despite 
being a Muslim; was wvll rc.spccted by 
all communilies; was the highest paid 
star till the 1970s when Amitahh Bavh- 
chan look over; and he consorted with 
top politicos. 

Till 1970 or so. Dilip Kumar ackm>w- 
ledged his Muslim constituency hut did 
not go much beyond that. Bui in the 
Severn ics. he became more aware of ibis 
constituency. He began attending func* 
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I )ilii) Kiiinar wiisoiu- ol ihc fii sl 
l>(>tiil)a\ sUirslo.uci involved in 
iialioiiiil polilii's. which w;is llu'ii 
llu' L'on.urcss pjirly hcadrd by 

I’nnditji 


tions on Mohammad Ali Road, struck 
up a friendship with Karim Lala and was 
pfraiographed with Haji Mastan. 

None of this detract^ from his es.sen* 
tial secularism. Bui ii marked a wil¬ 
lingness to chink of himself as a Muslim. 
Till the 1970s. that willingness had been 
notably absent But as Indian society 
chang^. he began to go back to his reli- 
gi ous roots and to recognise a constituen¬ 
cy that woTthipped him without asking 
for anything in return. 

By the mid-Seventies, he was 
(hrou^ with national poliucs. Indira 
Gandhi asked him to campaign for the 


Congress in 1977 and he sulTcrud the 
moniUcation of being Kxied lor the fsntt 
time in hk career. 

At one mcciing in UP, he began with 
his usual slogan ku neio ?" and 

wa iicd fur the crowd 10 roar" IikJ i ra Gan¬ 
dhi". To his horror, the answering shout 
was: "Saira Hanu ’ 

Afier that, he remained involved in 
Maharashira politics thanks 10 a ctese 
friendship with Rajni Paid and through 
him, with Sharad Pawar, In 1979, Pawar 
and Patel made him sheriff of Bombay 
but the post was largely ceremonial and 
though Dilip campaigned for the 
"Maharashtra Congress, 
SB he made it clear that he 
was doing his friends u 
favour. The old nation* 
building spirit had been 
considerably tempered. 

Ironically, hk finances 
land his career picked 
up during this phase. In 
eM heyday, he signed 
tmr only one film a year and 

^ though he was well paid. 

he supported a huge 
brood of relatives. In the 
k 1970s. the income lax 
i Buihoriiies labelled him a 
I defaulter and issued 
I demands for huge sums 
of money that he did not 
have. 

Thus, by 1978. he wy.s 
in a strange position. He 
had lost his old enthusi¬ 
asm for (he new India. 
His career us a hero wu« 
at an end. He no longer 
felt that he was pan of the 
establishment. And he 
was technically bank¬ 
rupt: (be income tax liahi- 
lilies vastly exceeded his 
assets. 

He spent the early Eighties relaun¬ 
ching himself as a character aitistc. He 
wa.s less discriminating in accepting 
tola and cheerfuUy alined (hat he 
now did films for the money. Thanks to 
Rajm Patel and (he legal skills of NKP 
Salve, his inco(!>e (ax cases were cleared 
and he was able to say in 1985 that for 
the ftrsc (ime in his life he was financial¬ 
ly secure. 

Bu( the Dilip Kumar of the 198(H was 
differcnc from the living legend of (he 
past. He had no na(iomd agenda. His 
enihusiasm for anything ocher chon hk 
career had flagged. And even the films 
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were nut icrhhly gnod. In muny wuys. 
he wys fHt (lifTereni frum other heroes 
who had hccunw chunicivr artistes: like, 
for example. Ashok Kumar 

In this avatar, he nuiy have been 
happv and secure hui he faded from 
puhlic esteem. An unseemly fraeoN 
ulvuit a secret second wife further den* 
ted his iIIlagc. And even his Muslim con• 
stiiuency fell Ihal he was unwilling to 
speak f<ir secularism or for alt the things 
tbai once muttered so much to him. 

All lhai changed in 1993. Dunng the 
Bombay riols that January. Muslims 
found that they had nowhere to go. Not 

only wen* ihsy being mas- 
sai'rcd hy Shiv Sena 
gisons bui the police foax 
was unwilling to ctmic to 
I heir asM stance, 

I In desperation, they 
turned to the pillars of 
their cummuniiy. Some, 
like Shabanu A?mi. had 
always been politically 
^ active and had no hestta* 

I lion in orfering help. 

I Sunil Ouli, though a 
I Hindu, was married lo a 
I Muslim and fell a cenain 
kinsjiip with the commu¬ 
nity. As an MP. he did his 
hcsi to help, though even¬ 
tually. he threatened to 
resign when the police 
refused to protect 
Muslims 

Nobody really expec¬ 
ted Dilip Kumar to help. 

He hod a reputation for 
turning up at iftar parties 
but of not doing much 
else. 

But sonKlhing happe¬ 
ned lo him that January. 

Suddenly, he opened tlW 
dmirs of his Pali Hill resi¬ 
de ticc to anybody who 
wanted shelter ol help. 

Bach lime he got a call 
from a Muslim locality 
Ihal was being hstvhed by 
(he Shiv Sena. 
would plMic .Sharad Pa war and in&ist 
that he send the army to restore order, 
t wa<t an though the old Dilip Kumar 
had suddenly resurfaced. The lo^ 
decade of (he 1980s when he had been 
content (o make money and keep his mo¬ 
uth shill was no« forgotten. Once again, 
he was talking about secularism, about 
national Integration, about all the things 
that had once fired him with enthusiasm. 

7t 


The tragedy wav that ii ten A a 
sacre to reaw^en ih<wc mstim ts in him. 
In iJk Fifties and the Sixties, he had 
spoken of secularism in a voice of hope. 
Now. hts tune was one of despair. 

Thai despair has per»Mcd Now. he 
no longer speaks for a Muslim c<mimu- 
nity ihai is eager to share in the task of 
building a new India as equal punners.' 
Instead, he speaks for a community that 
has had its hopes and dreams shaiicred 
and derruinds a degree id j usi ict* 

Last month. Dilip Kumar nude the 
final break w ith wlui remained ^»f his 
traditional Congress past. In the run-up 


to the Assembly elections in Madia- 
rashtni. he asked Muslims no( to voce for 
the Congress. 

He pointed to the horrific misuse of 
TADA and to the hundreds of Muslims 
who had been pickea up by the police 
and tociured. He gave the specific exam¬ 
ple of San^y Dun. whn. he said, was 
being viciimixed because Ihe ruling 
Congress esiaMisnmeni wished to .settle 


scores witli his father 

In Moharudiirti. the ruling establish* 
mcni coo'sisis of Sharad Pa war so Dilip 
wav asked if he had changed hts views 
about his old friend. He had. he said 
sadly. There was a lime when he had 
regarded Paw ar as a 1 cader for ihc future. 
Hui now. the chief minister's lolerancc 
uf fascist elcmcnis had left him with no 
cIkmcc but lo diMiwn the Congress and 
to aitack Pawar's leadership. 

I>uring the last dcciions, he had cam* 
paigoed for Pa war and ihc Congress. 
Would he do that again? 

Oilip Kumar laughed a rueful laugh. 

He was ihMugh with all 
Ihal. he said. His only 
priority was togcijusiicc 
for the piMir Mu.slims 
who had been v/ciimiscd. 

The lumunuihil is 
signiUcamhccuusc it mir* 
rors uccuriiiely the cxpi*- 
ricnce i>l many cilucaio<l 
and sucvesstul Muslims 
in Ihc posi lmk'tKiidencc 
era. Tlicy slarivJ out by 
helloviog in secularism, 
discovered Ihal for many 
Hindus they were 
Muslims foM and Indians 
ses'onsl. rcihhited int(» a 
shell and have now been 
prodded mio action hy 
the viciiinisaiion of their 
own community. 

It is a sad comment on 
the* tattered stale of Indi¬ 
an secularism ihal the 
very jicopW who had 
once foughi 10 convince 
Muslims (hey were Indi¬ 
ans before alt else arc 
now reduced to trying to 
convince Hindus that 
Muslin>$ have rights too. 

For the average Indian 
Muslim, (here can be no 
beticr example of (he fai¬ 
lure of Indian secularism 
(han Dilvp Kumar. If a 
man of his stature and 
with hi.s level uf commit¬ 
ment has turned agai nsi the tradt- 
ilon.s of a lifetime, and hts closest friends 
because of injustices against hiscorrunu- 
niiy. then what hope is there for the ave¬ 
rage Muslim? 

It is a question to which there lx no 
easy answer. • 

(Th« p«e* •'•P'cAmOUmM MS ] 
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TV REVIEW 



SHtfSKRAOUPTA 


Now, that’s cricket! 


The World Masters Cup shows up the present generation of players 


Hk Iniemationul 
^ Women's Day fell l&si! 

week, and wilh a 
■ xcnse or occasion, 
Fint E<iilU*H$^yc\t%i 
firsi-rale discussion , 
between the professio¬ 
nals who were concerned about the state I 
of the economy and how it affected | 
women, espec i all y those among the wor¬ 
king classes. _ 

The professionals 
were women, and this 
fact made the discussion 
even more interesting 
because 

to Hnd women on 
Doordarshan talking of 
things other than hahks. 
recipes and the latest cro- 
chei pattern. 

On the same day, Door- 
darshan began a serial. * 

Skruap Champa, done by 

Dma Vusuckv. which 

also centre-stages 

women. In one of the slo- 

rics. Seema Biswas (the Jf . 

Phoolan Devi girl) plays 

a woman who wants to be 

a good mother, wife and fB 

teacher. None of these is |B\ p 

easy for her. She faces 

problems at every step 

but she resolves to cany 

on. |H * . 

She asks: society 
grants men the right to be 
more th^ one thing, assume any 
role, without creating conflici. Why are 
women, who are the source of all crea¬ 
tion, condemned to lead single-frame 
lives? 

*n)e <)uesiion is rhetorical, but its 
importance hasn't diminished over the 
years whenever women have had the 
courage to raise it. First £drrion had the 
famou s black-and-white stil I of the Arne • 
rican tnilbworkers. all women, wbo on S 
March, all those years ago. had raised 
the flag of protest to ask for a bike in 
their meagre pay packeu. Since then, 
women’s stni^e for emancipation, and 
free access to the same thinp that men 


enjoy have found space in all kinds of 
m^ia. 

Television has done its hit. hut it's 
been a mure off than un sort of effort. 
Around the world, the siury has been ihc 
same' women in contmervials and soaps 
and serials conform to ihe cnicflainmcni 
indasiry's set MNions of what ctinsii- 
tuiev pi>puliir appeal, and there arc har¬ 
dly any women visible in the news as^ 
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You should see some of 
our cricketing legends, 
whose effortless play at 
the BSl matches puts 
some ot our much 
youi^r iriayers to shame 

news-related programmes. 

The only channels open lo program¬ 
mes which believe that women also pos- 
seu intelligence, wit and strengih of pur¬ 
pose are ihe public service broadcasting 
channels in Cte Tree' media of the 


dcnHKiatic West, and spaially design u- 
led women's programmes in c< Mini rics 
where broadcasting is com rolled by the 
stale. And quite often, even these well- 
intentioned pnigranimes have the oppo¬ 
site effect, that ol creating liitlc islands 
or gheiios which arc ignorud by those 
uninterested m'feminivi cam'. 

What the unbel ie vci s forgci is that siri - 
dency is no pan of g»Hl lelcvi- 

, --- sion. If you enjoy it, ii 

he isn't cant, it's a point of 

view. Diffcrcni, bin valid. 

Stale bmadeysters also 
indulge in lukcniKni, and 
(bal's anoihur bane of all 

^ mcHiiing I ul progruin- 
ming. specially thai 
which deals wjih 
j women’s issues and voi- 

Jk ces. You can crcaltf yet 

Jp ^ I another slot f<^r women lo 

T j appease a section which 

criticises ibc lack of such 
progrummes. This is 
^ enough lo snti dt&seiu 

I j mt>mcniarily. but it 

* ! doesn’t fcatiy add up lo 

^ much, The serial comes 

^ lo an end and wc arc right 
^ back where wc starred. 

A whole hlew of fur- 
mer international cricket 
L legends arc performing 

B . on various Helds for Ihc 

Wwld Masicr.s Cup cur¬ 
rently, and providing much 
enjoyment for fans. And what they si >11 
seem capable of.'cffonlessly. shows up 
the present generation of players hi a nol- 
^great light. You should sec Kapil 
Dev. natty liuk ponytail and all, 
springing about the place, as sprightly as 
a 16-year-old. jdwwing up the paunches 
of some of dte others, cruelly. 

Meanwhile, two world-famous 
women came face to face last week, and 
it was quite a sight: Sushmiia Sen 
prostraie at (he feet of her idol Mother 
Teresa, with a preuy speech aboui 
beaury queens and ime beauty, and ihe 
difference therein. • 
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THE ICY WASTEUWD 


The cost of holding on to Siachen is whopping 


L ife ai Siitchen. observed Cap- 
wn Anil Malbur. is like being 
inipped between the devil und 
ihc deep freeze. Mathur. an 
anillery forward ohscrsaiion 
ofTicer, has sursived a ^duy ordeal w 
22.000 feel on (be world's highesi poMJ^; 
Bana and Bhim There is less ^uce on 
Bami ihan (here is on the lop of Mount 
Cveresi, where (he maximum time spent 
by any<me is seven minutes. 

Mathur's devil \% his Pakisluni coun* 
terpart. (he deep freeze (he wrutb of 
naiure: 16(> km per hour blizzards. *50 
degree centigra^ temperature, avaliut' 
cbes, crcvaiiscs and moraine hazards. 
Here, (here in no LoC <Une of Control) 
Nor is there any peace and iranquility 
accord. Instead, there is an active ACPL 
(Actual GMund Position Line) separa* 
img the two armies. 

Why Mathur and others before him. 
who have been in permanent occupation 
of the world's highest battle ground, 
trading artillery duels with Pakistan for 
(he la^t ten years have not figured in the 
Guinness Book of World Records is a 
mystery 

In fact, the entire Siachen Glacier 
region is cruelly unique, it is connected 
by (he 18,300 feel highest al)-weaiber 
Khardungla pass; has (he highest 19.000 
feet helipad. Beta: (he highest dropping 
zone, near 22.000 feet high Ashok ^si. 
and is close to (he second-coldest habiia* 
(ion in the world, Siachen is maintained 
almost entirely by air by a fleet of IL-76, 
AN-32 aircraft and Mi-17 and Cheetah 
helicopters. 

Siachen is a living hell. Life in ice 
caves is cold and dingy. Yet a disorien¬ 
ted and frost-bitten Mathur is proud of 
his six-month endurance test in Siachen: 
one mrmth each for acclimatisation. 

moving to poUK and de-arolimarisaiion, 

and three months on post. 

In 1994 alone, four batialions su^e- 
red catastrophic accidents: a complete 
post blown off by a snow blizzard, (wo 
posts hum down and an ammunition 
dump destroyed by fire. Some 30 lives 
were lost in addition to 40 soldiers 
buried in the worst avalanches in Decem¬ 
ber. Thi« is about Rs lOcrore in money 


terms hut only the tip of 
the iceberg compared to 
Rs 5 crort spent every 
day for Operation Megh- 
doot. or retaining posses* 
vHtfi of Siachen 

In this senseless battle 
for survival each of the 
kcven units holding 
Siachen loses dunng its 
six months an average of 
.V> lu 100 lives, limbs, or 
appendages, excluding 
other short and long-term 
malfunctuHts Add lu this 
the trauma of imagined 
loss of manhood, memo¬ 
ry kiss, other psychologi¬ 
cal disorders and the erm * 
of holding on Ui Siachen 
is indeed whopping. 

Narhahodur Gurung. 
posted at Bhim. feels he's 
being punished for his 
past .sins. Almost everyo¬ 
ne who's had a posting at 
Siachen considers the 
task 'a national waste”. 

This n>es.s wa.s created by 
the generis in the early 
Eighties, giving Siachen 
Glacier exaggerated stra¬ 
tegic and geopolitical 
imponance. and 

Pakistan, military capatnlity across (be 
glacier that is simply unachievable. In 
Paki Stan . Siachen has become a pol iricaJ 
issue in the war between hval grot^. 
On our part, the 102 Siachen Brigade is 
sinkng deeper imo (he morass. 

S iachen Glacier is.divided operatio¬ 
nally into nonhem, central ^ sou¬ 
thern glaciers with sub-sectors, north 

and south (’onriguous respecnvely w»rh 

the portion illegally ceded to China by 
Pdustan and Panapur on our side. Five 
thousand soldiers and Ladakh scouis 
fight for and support Me^idoot. Besi¬ 
des. there are hordes of logistics units 
without whom the htile life (here is on 
top of Siachen would vanish. It is acorn- 
plex. cumbersome, month-long yosra to. 
reach Bana. Bhim or Ashok. foi many. 


life begins and ends (here. 

You are either perched on blizzard- 
ravaged posts or tvalancbe-prooe base 
camps. Breathing is mort easy in base 
camps. Here, eight lo len men live in 
fibr^lass huts. Strotneyer or Arctic 
tents d^iending on the snow configura¬ 
tion. Satellite posts are differently impro¬ 
vised: three to four layers of parachutes 
recovered from cargo drops are cobbled 
together, strung no a pole for a four-man 

shelter. The favourite is the ice cave: 
snow dug out on reverse slope of the 
post wiUi parachute lining nailed to (he 
cave. 

In summer, when snow melts the cave 
becomes a bog. Being dumped out in (he 
open, munitions degrade rapidly. The 
origirkil shelters have perilled due to 
lack of maintenance, inadequate resour* 


76 















CCS and inacccssibiiiiy of the glacier. 

Slum-living is compensated by a Rs I 
lakh high-aUilude batik gear per 
soldier; assonmcni of Richner downs, 
14 pain of $ i achen socks. KoOach boots 
and anti inrra*red Conina glasses. 
Mathur returns to base camp after his 


90>day experimeni with snow in the 
very clothes tw went up in. He ioc^ like 
an emaciated caveman. 

His problem at Bhim was not the rich¬ 
ness. vanecy and enormity of diet availa¬ 
ble, but simply a lack of appetite. For 
Mathur. Swiss choct^ates, Cuban 
almonds. Afghan raisins, Texan cookies 
and Goan pickles are mere objects. Eve¬ 
rything hid to be healed/melted, inclu¬ 
ding onions, potatoes, vegetables and 
snow for drinking water before cook i ng. 


Mathur*s ham khana is khit'tkii and 
pickles. No meal is slaughtered on the 
glacier for fear of bird hits. Bui soldiers 
are {old that slaughter is taboo i n deferen¬ 
ce to Peer Jabbar Babu their protceW 
on the glacier. Froecn dnssed fowl, kepi 
in ihe snow, is seldom eaten. 


watch out for avalaaches. crevasses arKl 
Paki.stani artill^ barFage.s. *niey live, 
sleep, code artd eat ioside the ice cave. 
There are no toilets or washing facilities. 
Thm tasks are routine: clear snow from 
top of shelter, clear tricks and beat the 
helipad. In emergency casually evacua* 
boa. the alphabet "H** is drawn on the 
snow with the help of Cocoa or Nescafe. 
The lack of appetite for food induces 
inertia. No amouni of enierujnmeru can 


shake Mathur out of this. At these 
heights, there is no decomposiiion. no 
feeling. 

M iliiurily, both India and Pakistan 
are tactically balanced on the 
AOn.. At places, ihe Pakistanis arc u 
few feel higher than our posts and vice- 
versa. Sniper fire, machine gun bursts 
and htflicoplcr-dirGcied artillery 
exchanges arc daily occurrences, but arc 
more prophylaciic in nature. 

Logisiically and terrain-wise. 
'Pakistan has an advantage, mtuiof iheir 
troops are ouiside the glacier and Ihe 
road is \m\y 20 miles away. Ours is 60 lo 
90 miles away. 

Immense preparations precede a tenu¬ 
re on Siachen, Similarly. Ihe de- 
induction and ^0-day rexi and rccupera* 
lion ai the hoi spring.s resort of Panamic, 
65 km from the biue camp, is an orgy of 
relentless scraping and scrubbing of (he 
body. Thirty days in Siachen cams one a 
medal and un exira Rs 2.500 to Rv I ..500. 
depending on ihc rank. Battalions look 
af\cf their laial casualties. One day's pay 
— Rs ^5.(K)0 — IS donated and delive* 
red to the victim's next of kin wiihin 
seven days of the mishap. 

Life after Siachen .is not the same. 
Siachen veterans will no doubt one day 
join Russians and Americans who 
fought in Afghanistan and Vieinam to i 
actress (he fury of nalu re inconflictreso* | 
lutton. Very link research has been | 
dpne on the po$i*5iachen effects on the I 
army. Ca.ses of memory loss, dixohenta-' 
(ion and laid-bickness have been idenii- 
fied. The robustness ofhili (ntops except 
the Ladakh scouts is in doubt Gurkhas 
are to be taken off the northern glacier 
roster. The number of soldiers rendered 
ineffective aAer Siachen is increasing. 
So is the frustration that we have landed 
in a Blrait'jackei of national waste. 

f>art>uk (Gateway to Hell in Ladakhi) 
is only 14.000 feel high. Imagine the 
agony of the seven banal ions annually 
crucified on Siachen. In another ten 
year^. some of these battalions will be 
ready for a second term. In a recent bat¬ 
talion durbar, not one hand went up 
when volunteers were sought for 
Siachen. 

In order to get out of (his hell, we 
should do a deal with Pakistan; give 
(hem Siachen ^ovided they put a bri¬ 
gade there. a 

rTh« ft^mer i cHlwf «em>ntn^99 0/Vi* 

rem Murrvm « 

Me «Ipiiidprvnanft*'Jfw piCMM fiMor 

m* cnM cv aw* CoovtNTiM; 
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Siachen is a living hell. Life in ice caves is cold and 
dingy. In 1994 alone, four battalions suffered 
catastrophic accidents; a complete post was blown 
off by a snow blizzard, two posts burnt down and an 
ammunition dump destroyed by fire 


On (be gl^er. Mathur’s gunners 
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The triggerhappy jawans 


The killing of innocent civilians by security forces in Kohima leads the 
Centre to review anti-guerrilla operations in the north-east 



I For a change, it is not 
the exircmisi outfits 
y the security forces 

r X? who arc making news 
T these days in the north- 

\L east. The massacre o( 

I ^ I ..i innocent civilians in 

NORTH • HAST Kohi ma. the capital of ^ 

Nagaland, on 5 March 

by the troops has not only put the men in ' 

olive green fatigue in the dock, the inci* s 

deni Iw also forced (he central govern- 

mem to take a good, hard look at 

counier-insurgency operations in Indi- , 

a'$ troubled north-east. What is particu- 

Itfly worrying is that the Kohima inci- |f 

dent is not an isolated one. Security for- > 

CCS have panicked and have indulged in 

random Imng at least twice in the last si a ^ * 

months: on 27 December last year at 

Mokokchung in Nagaland and on 12 . ' 

November in tinphal. the capital town of 

Manipur. 

B ut n rst. more about the Kohima inci* 1 m ' 

dent. On 5 March, a convoy the Ihih 
division of the Rashtriya Rifles — a 
newly-raised paramilitary outfit ^ was 
comingfromlmphaJ. As it reached a hill* 

saddle on dM northern fringes of Kohi- «* ' 

ma, the guerrillas crouching on a neart^ 

hillock fired at the jawans from their 

automatic assault rifles. But instead of 

resorting to the textbook rules to foil the 

ambush, the Rashtriya Rifles jawans . 

panicked and began firing indiscrimina- ^P; 

tely. What’s more, instead of going after ' 

the mi I i lanis. the infantrymen went on a * V 

wild shooting S{tfee, aiming their two* * 

inch mortars at civilian houses and " ' . .' v 3k 

bystanders. The hour-long assault killed :.>*^' «•' 

civilians and two pol icemen on duty. ^‘ ^ 

benides i njuring scores of others. V 

The iocident has angered the already L . a 

alienated Nagas. A spontaneous bandh FACM THE FUK: securiry forces operating in the nonh^east 
was observed the next day in Kohima. 

Chief minister S.C. Jamir, otherwise Rajesb PikM visited die spot of the — did not tai» plao 

known as a suave and self-contained massacre near the BCC point ca 7 administration h^ u 

man. publicly critidsed the Prime March and saw for himself (be concrete precautionuy measu 

Minister's Office (PMO) and tbe Union buildings dented by bullets. He has orde- The National Hum 

minister for Internal security, Rajesh red ajoimenquiryinaxhe excesses com* sion. headed by retir 
Pilot. Lately, Jamir has been under prea* mitted both by the civil administration Chief Justice Rangan 

sure from hit fellow tribesmen to take an and the «my. Fortunately, a civilian ly to probe the Kof 

anti'New Delhi stand, uprising—aa was being apprehended already investigailni 








ACHANQEOFSnUTIQY: norfh-easiem guerhUa^ 


j Jesus! 


whcrv a column ol Mirathj 
Kifles inraniryiiKn went berNcrk. lof* 
ch>n^ 24 hi^uscs jnJ slu>p^. They were 
rvul luting again v] (he Jcuih of (heir com* 
mandcr U. OH. K.S. Punacha, who wa.> 
killvxl wiih %\x other JdMtmx in an 
amhush. 

The Koliimu incident came un a mde 
shock u> the Nagas. So much so (hat the 
I) n ion home mini siry han dcciikd (o leni • 
poruiily shelve its plan (o mvolve the (n* 
bais in Hmi'insurgency operations m the 
slate. The strategy (o get the locals 
i n vol ved in secun ty rat ions was ham • 
mured out Ibllowlng the visit of a top* 
level central leum, headed hy the Union 
home secretary K. Pudmanabhaiah, to 


INSURGENCY WATCH 


OiSMareh.iconvoy ot 
Rashtrlya flffim was 
attackaA by guarrillas aaar 
Aohlffls. Die/awstt 
retaliated, kII)leg til 
civlllm and two polieemea 

The lacldeit created alot of 
rasentmeot among Urn 
locals, tt has also led tho 
Coatra to rovlaw tba anny's 
antf-giiarrllfa operations In 
tho Rortb-eost, etpoclatty 
with tho oicoiaao comailttod 
by tho sicorlty lorceo on tho 
riM 


ihe nonh'ejst The idea behind this was 
to drive a wedge between the rebels and 
the people in general, which, the govern* 
rnent fell. wou kJ he a pr isiti ve sic p to war* 
ds esiaMishing peace in the region. 

According to ini»urgency*watchers in 
Ki^tima and Imphal, (he insurgents are 
provoking the security agencies (o 
take excessively har^ and repressive 
measures against Ihe people. They feel 
that such hil*aAd*run ambushes in the 
thickly-pnpuloicd urban aroa.s invaria¬ 
bly invite retaliation. "It is a well-laid 
ir^ andoflcn the Jawans forgei their trai* 
ning and plunge pell-mell inioit*. confi¬ 
ded a senior army olTicer. 

The recurring violations of human 
rights by (he Janwu now call for an 
overhaul of New Delhi's counter- 
guerrilla theatre Ollier steps being 
recommended ore cbmmando-type ope¬ 
rations by (he troops instead of elabome 
show of sirength. more civic actions to 
gain the support of the neutral majoniy 
to isolate the insurgents fTom (he popula¬ 
tion permanently and adoption of a 
module aiming at the pre'Cn^Xing of 
guemlla ctT<«ls cither to hook up with 
the overground bodies for a united front 
or to carve out regular bases. 

With die guerrillas striking both in (be 
urban areas and their naral bases, the 
time has come to review the conventio* 
nal methods of warfare against them. 
But the onus lies on the security forces to 
understand the human side of the 
problem • 


A BJP activist is arrested 
foUowing the murder 
of a nun in broad daylight 

Sister Rani Maria's 
murder on 24 Pebrua* 
ry in Madhyu Pradesh 
has come as a rude 
shock. A councillor 
with the social work 

MADHYA depanment of the St. 

PRADESH rrunciscan Clari&t 

Congregation, Bho¬ 
pal, Maria was on her way to Indore 
from Udainagar. She was dragged out of 
a bus and stabbed several times. And all 
these happened in broad daylight, in 
front of 40 passenger) who were travel, 
ling with her. 

According io cye-wimesc accounts. 
Sister Mana was bemg harassed by three 
persons in (he bus. They were identified 
as Jivan Singh, a local Bharatiya ianau 
Poity (BJP) leader, Somandar Singh, his 
cousin, and Dharmcndra Singh. It was 
Samandar who dragged Maria out and 

SHOW or SOUDARfTY: a proicM 
march in Bhopal 










N€WS 


A different ball game 

Environmentalists oppose the construction of thi 
National Games village in Bangalore 


subbed her to dc«ith. Gnirge Aiuihil. 
Bishop of Indore, has brought charges of 
murder ugainsi Jivan, Sa^nondar and 
Dharmendra. Al) three have been 
aireHied. 

G.P. Maihur. inhpccior*geperaJ of 
police. Indore regton. said Ihui initial 
investigations hdd shown that the 
motive behind the murder was a quarrel 
which took place during the panchayat 
elections. Jivan was the complainant 
and the accused < were bailed out by 
Sister Maria. Mathur said that the crimi* 
nal antecedent of the trio wgs yet to be 
investigated. 

Two and u half yean back. Sister 
Maria had come down to Udainagar to 
work among the poor. She was helping 
local iribals lo acquire loans from the 
banks under different rural development 
schemes. She also encouraged them to 
put thei r money in di ffe rent savings schc* 
mes. In the pnwvs^ Maria and hercolle- 
gues invited the wrath of local money len* 
ders whose business was affected 

A few days before she was murdered. 
Maria was in the middle of a ftghr bet* 
ween two neighbouring villages — 
Semli and Kannada. Christian sup¬ 
porters of the Congress in Semh locked 
horns with some people from Kannada 
which is a BJP stronghold, Jivan was 
beaten up badly by the Congress sup¬ 
porters. Following (he incident, Sister 
Maha Was again instrumental in bailing 
out the Catholics from police custody. 

Kailash Joshi, former chief minister 
of Madhya Pradesh and a veteran BJP 
leader from the area, admitted that Jivan 
was a BJP leader. But, he added that (he 
pany was not involved in the clashes 
which resulted in Maria's murder. He 
felt that Jivan's arrest was based miy on 
suspicion and that his involvement was 
stil i (6 be proved In the court. 

' They wanted to create a fear psycho¬ 
sis in our minds", said Sister Stariy of 
the $1. Franciscan Congregation. After 
Maria's death, local Christians led by 
(he Archbishop took uui a silent proces¬ 
sion in Bhopal, They submitted memo¬ 
randa to the state Governor and the chief 
minister. Missionary organisations 
remained closed throughout the .stale. 

Says Aicbbishop Topno, the flr^i tri¬ 
bal Catholic to become the spiKtual 
head of the community in Madhya 
Pradesh, "Powerful people who arc 
acting from behind should he 
unmasked," Topno also revealed that 
(he community has demanded a CBI 
probe into the incident. • 
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The Asian gomes vil¬ 
lage in Delhi hos inspi¬ 
re the Komauika 
government to build a 
similar housing com¬ 
plex for the Niiiional 
Games, lo he held in 
Bangalore in 19%. 
But (he site for the 
housing complex has kicked off a row. 
Conservationists and civic action 
groups in the state feel that the bousing 
complex, which is being built on a mar¬ 
shy tank bed. will lead to the loss of habi¬ 
tat for sev^ species of birds They 
have also accused (he state gos’cmment 
of yielding to pressure from the builders. 

The conscnodonisis maintained that 
(he Shinivagulu lank bed — where ihe 
houses arc coming up — is actually an 
extension of the Belai^ur tank where the 
birds come to roost. Hence, the project 
will be harmful for both the birds and the 
lank. 

The state govemmcni is also accused 
of procedural lapses. Since 1984. the 
19-acre lank featured under the category 
of peril and open spaces in (he city's 
Comprehensive Development Plan 
(CDP). It remained so till 1994 when the 


the CDP was being revised. That the site 
was redesignated as rei«idcmial area was 
not revealed before the CDP revision 
was approved in 1995, 

As it stands, the Shinivagulu tank hed 
has been pui under the charge of the Kar¬ 
nataka Housing Board (KHB) for con- 
stfuciing 2,821 flats for the high and 
middle-income groups. Around 6,000 
aihleies and officials are to be housed in 
1.200 flats during the National Games. 
These are being built in a record time of 
43 weeks. Later, these flats will be taken 
over by the government to house its 
employees The rest of (he Oats will be 
completed by April. 1996, to be sold to 
(he public to recover ihe entire cost of 
(he projcci amounting to Rs 380 crore. 
The Housing and Urban Development 
Corporation (HUDCO), a central 
government agency, has advanced Rs 
270 crore as I oin for (he projeci. 

According to the Citizens Voluntary 
Initiative for the City (CIVIC) und ihc 
Ornithological Society of India (OSD. 
the site for the housing complex Is loca¬ 
ted next to the Belandur tank which 
attracts several species of waterfowl — 
Egrets, Memos and Sandpipers. They 
also point oui that the Asian Wetlands 
Bureau has identified the Belandur tank 


public was asked to file objections when 
TKOUBUATSfTE: voftsinu tion svork tm the Shinivagulu tank hed 
















as an imponani imemational wetland 
India hound by the Ramsar Conven 
turn, an intcmuiional treaty for Ihe con 
^rvaiion of wetlands. The stale ferns 
department has also clvsificd the hou 
singsiie as wetland. 

The conservationists have also hru* 
shed aside the government claim that the 
complex will solve the housing problem 
in Bangalore. They pointed oui that 


GAME SANCTUARY 


EiiYiroimBtalicllvIsttafe 

& uplntimiaoilfMtIhttttti 
^ govariwitfit over tilt 
/; constniotNiiiof ahouftlng 
eofflptoi 

Thestata gotromiMnl It 
•tcostd of V laid Ing to 
praatHra from the 
aonstructfon (oMy 


while the KHB’s manJalc was to provi* 
dc houses to the low-income groups, the 
games complex would he sold to people 
who belonged to the middle and high* 
income groups. 

In a wril pctiUoii filed in the High 
Court, the conservaiionisis have raised 
these points. Slum dwellers who have 
been shifted from (he lank bed are also 
up in arms. They have Hied a petition, 
pointing out lhai their rebabiliution pica 
was rejected sotne time back on the 
ground that the land came under park 
and open spaces. The .slum dwellers 
now allege ihai this classificaiion has 
been changed to cater to the elite class 
who will he living in the area after the 
games are over. 

Also joining the crusade is the stale 
Bharatiya Janata Party leader B .S. Yedi* 
yur^pa who has alleged that Rs 100 
crorc has been misappropriated during 
the allotment of contracts for building 
the housing complex. 

Meanwhile, work has already com¬ 
menced on the housing complex. The 
foundation stone has been laid by Union 
minister for urban development Sbiela 
Kaul. Kaul. in fact, claimed that the 
' prestigious project” was the siogle lar¬ 
gest one to be funded by the HUDCO 
and would be a feather in the cap for 
KHB and HUDCO. 

But the conservationists reckon that 
(he fealher will come from (be birds who 
had made the tank their home, e 


After the rescue 


Indian sleuths suspect a Pakistani hand in the 
kidnapping of Rajendra Mirdha 





& 


With the rescue of 
Rajendra Mirdha — 
son of form^ Union 
minister Ram Niwas 
Mirdha — un 25 
February. another kid* 
napping drama came 
RAJASTHAN (o an end. Or was il 
just the prelude to a 
Ngger show which was about to begin'^ 
This was probably what was going on 
in the mmdx of security personnel who 
were picking up the pieces after the for¬ 
ces stormed itK tcirorisl hide-oul near 
Jaipur. RjjaNthan. U> rescue Rajendra 
Mirdha. Navneer Singh (Radian of the 
KhaliNtan Ubcraiion F orce <KLF) was 
killed in the encounter. The police also 
recovered cash and a substantial <iuan* 
lity of Ihe RDX explosive from the room 
What baffled (be cops was a leather 
case with the word ' Uranium* embos¬ 
sed on it. The police now wants to find 
out where the t«g came from and what it 
contained 

The name of the manufacturer was 
pnnted boldly. And il read US Atomic 
Research Department Base" Ocher 
detaib given were the quality of (he Ura¬ 
nium 41*15. MR lOOl). (he manufaciu- 
ring date of the compound (1 Novem¬ 
ber. 1990) and its expiiy date (I Novem¬ 
ber. 2000). The leather case was kept 
locked in a steel almir^ in ihe Vaishali 
Nagar hide-out. 

Local forens^ experts as well as 
(hose associated with the Union home 
ministry were too scared to open (he 
case. Finally, experts freun the Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre (BARC) were 
summoned, who took away the case — 
after gening it sealed in the presence of a 
TADA judge — to Bcmibay in a special 
aircral). The court has directed experts 
to examine Use contents tA the case and 
submit their findings. 

A day luee, a news agency was told 
by the BARC directs that the packet 
sei 2 ed in Jaipur did not contain uranium 
but had only a specific grade of resin 
used in making (Rastic bombs. But the 
director's revclauoos. instead of clea¬ 
ring the confusions, has triggered off a 
fresh Yound conirovenies. 

Was it appropriate to announce the fin¬ 


ding of the experts to a news agency 
instead of reporting it first to the TADA 
court who had ordered the examination 
in the first place? 

Though the BARC director was quick 
enough to point out lhat the leather case 
from Jaipur did not contain uranium, he 
could not clahfy us to whether the case 
had ever contained (he ladioacilve mate¬ 
rial. 

Amt if the leather cave seixed from 
Vaishali Nagar did not contain uranium, 
why did the terrt)ri';ts keep it so securely 
locked up even when deadly expU^sives 



FARM.Y miMON: RajendrQ Mirdha 

wj’rA his wife 

like the RDX were lying scattered on the 
fioor? But the mon disturbing question 
was if the ease did not contain uranium, 
where has it gme? Could the militants 
have already disposed of the deadly 
material? 

It is now known that before selling up 
base in Jaipur. Qadian had gone to 
Pakistan with two of his accomplices. 
The trio had spent some lime in that 
country. Most of the telephone calls 
Tcceiv^ by the Mirdha family ofier 
Rajendra was kid^ped were nude 
from Pakistan. This revealed a clear 
nexus between Pakistan and the KLF. 

The ordeal of the Mirdha family may 
be over with the return of Rajendra But 
the sleuths certainly have (heir hands 
full. « 








Mising in action 

The state government *s efforts to win over the Mising 
tribe receive a setback 


—\ J!lions mude hy the 
Assiim guvi;mmvni lo 
win over the ihhol 
* commuadics in the 
6(4tc have received y 
sciboek. Already. 
W^^^SSS three tribes — tic 
ASSAM Mi^ing^. the Tiwas 
and ihc Rabhas — 
have rejected tlic proposed autonomy 
package. Tlic rejection came less than a 
month after the <»rnciul anncHinccment 
that a Bil! would he iritrcHluced in the 
next Assembly session to expedite the 
I'ormaHlics for autonomy to these tribes. 
The autonomy (|ucsiioR wxs based on 
the recommendations of the Bhupinder 
Singh Commit ICC, set up earlier for the 
purpose. 

Ever since ihc Bodoland Auiono> 
moos Council (BAC) was set up in 
1993. the demand for tribal councils 
gathered momentum. 

The first otficial proposal in this 
regard came on 10 December. 1993. 
Discussions were held with the represen* 
Utives of tribal groups. On 24 January. 
1995, the state government announced 
that some headway has been made in 
this regard and that arrangements were 
being made to set up the Rabha Hasong 
Autonomous Apex Council as well as 
(he Rubha Hasong village councils. 
Discussions were going on with Ihc 
other two group.s. 

But thcTiikom Mising Porin Kebang 
(TMRK) (All Mising ^students Union) 
and the Mi.sing Mtmang Kebang 
(MMK) (Mising Action Committee) 
have rejected the proposals. They fell 
that it had loopholes which would even* 
tually leave the tribals wiihsmt any claim 
on (heir land. 

The Misings want an auttmomous 
council similar lo ihc BAC. The TMPK 
and Ihc MMK leadership pointed out 
that the stale government's proposed 
council area excluded the forest villa* 
ges, the char areas and other non- 
revenue villages. Moreover, ii included 
only those villages where the scheduled 
caxies made up more than 50 per cent of 
the total p^laiion. 

According to MMK general secretary 
Ranoj Pegu. Tn most of these vvcalled 



STmiGGU AHDU): tnhah inAixam 

irihol villages, the irihaK ore in muio' 
rity. S<i the 50 per cent clause will 
beneru them." Kexidcs parity with ifie 
BAC. the MMK wants a consliLuiioo^ 


amcndmeni to accomnitHlaic the Mixing 
Autonomous Council in ihc 6th SchedU" 
Ic. Otherwise >t would like anew 5H:hcdu* 
Ic for the purpose. 

Political observers, however, feel lhai 
the Slate govcmnicni's effons to set up 
the tribal councils is nothing more than 
an eyewash. It is yei lo .solve the BAC* 
boundary is.suc. As a result, the BAC 
polls have been stalled. 

According U> informed sources, the 
Congress goveminenl in Assam is 
trying to keep (he trihals happy so ihul 
militant groups do nol raise their heads 
urtder pressure from the NSC'N. 
Moreover, the Congress, which has lost 
coRsider.shle minority support in Ihc 
Male. IS keen lo win hack (he irihals, 
having marginalised them curlier. 

The TMPK and the MMK have 
already (hreaiencd that iltcy would 
launch u fresh agitation lor a Mising 
autiuHimous state if the government 
slopped playing ihe spliliing game in the 
name of granting autonomy. Am) with 
(he lA;fl panics hacking them, the MMK 
ha.s also hinicd at a nmiiiion Iron I lu 
fight for tribal rights The onus is now on 
the Slate govenurKmt to review its 
, proposal. • 


From Tamu, with love 

Sex workers do thriving business on the 
India^Myanmar border 


F ifieen-year-old Ponu comes out 
runniofi to ared the flock of 


m runniog to greet the flock of 
curious men. Her face is smeared 
with cheap cosmetics and her body 
draped in tatty t^ 1 paIe]. Soon her 
fn^s join her to usher the *cu5to> 
mers’' inter die ramshackle room. 
Once inside, bargaioing begina. 

Such scenes are coounon tn Taipu. 
a sroali town to the Kabaw valley, 
Myanmar, oo the India-Myanioar 
bender. Moreh in the Chandd dismet 
ot Manipur is Indian lerniosy. The 
border is dotted with brothels whidi 
t^ienly do brisk business. 

BoA Tamu and Mordi '^only 5 
km apart — are laaBMkmaUy- 
known uansii pouuaAok amoigM 
goods. HiglK|udr^ heroin powder, 
tnanofactu^ lo die thick joDglea of 
Myaotnar. finds Ha way id dw 


Western countries via the Moreh* 
Tamu rood. 

in addition, the su^ly of weapons 
for insurgent groups in India's north* 
east is also routed through these 
towns, teterestingly, it is through 
dieae towns that India and Myanmar 
have agreed to open their border 
trade. Tanui has since been irunsfbr- 
reied into a busy trade centre accom* 
pained by a proliferetion in the num¬ 
ber of brothels. 

Though not yet a veritable red- 
light area. Tamu is surely one in the 
nudung. Aad before long, prosci- 
tutioa may become a family irgde. 
While Ponu (not her real name) and 
her fnends do brisk busineRs in dimly- 
lU ihamies. (he male members of (U 
fnBy and the eiders are busy with 
th^ dally cboras right next door, 










inMorth 


AAtf die tovemcBB tadia nd 

MywrMf mt yet ^ write up lo te 
fhmretyQr. • 


A bloody chapter 


The state police force is accused of killing nine tribal 
youths in a fake encounter 


The death of nine iri* 
bal youths in an 
encounter with the 
pol ice al the Raj kohrO' 
para village in the 
West Tnpura district 
on 2K Rt>ruajy luv 
TRiniRA rocked the uaw. 

The police vcriion 
goes as follows. When iIk police pany 
raided ihc village following a iip-otf. a 
group of i n surge nis belonging to the Tn • 
pura Tribal Volunteer Foa'C (TTVF) — 
a pnvTnpurj Upajati Juba Sanxiy 
tTlJJS)oL»itli — opened fire o» them. 
The police reuIialeJ, and after an hour* 
long encounter, eight bullet-riddled 
btxJiev were found. Tltere w av no casual* 
lyoh Ihcpiilice side. 

Dut Opposition polilical parties in the 
state have dcscrib^ the police verMon 
as noihing more than glib talk. They 
have dcmaniled judicial enquiry into the 
incident. After a trip to the vput, 


Rabindra Debbarma. former slate educa¬ 
tion mmisier and TUJS general secreta¬ 
ry. alleged that no encounter had taken 
pdve uni (hat the police operation was 
nothing but a case of pre-planned 
murder. 

But SuAir Ranjan Majumdar, former 
chierminivter and presUient of theTripu- 
ra Pradesh Congress Commiiiec 
(TPCC). has gone a step funher. After 
vi viti ng the spot, he has ^manded a CBI 
probe iMu the incidenL He fell that after 
such a "heinous** act look place, the state 
home minister Samar Choudhuri had no 
moral right to remain in office. A four- 
member dc kgati on. led by former TUJS 
president Shyamacharan Tripurii. may 
be going to Delhi to lodge a complaint 
before the National Human Rights 
Commission. 

Whai has come as a severe blow to the 
ruling CPI(Ml in the state is the alkga- 
tiw made by the Tribal Students Union 
(TSU). the inbal students' wing at the 


ruling CPI(M|. Addressing a press con¬ 
ference. BiMuti Debbarma, TSU 
central committee member and prcvi* 
dent of the Champaknagar unit, alleged 
that there was no encounter between the 
polke and the tribaJ youths 

He also alleged that the insurgents 
were taking rest when the police surroun¬ 
ded them and forecd them loan encoun¬ 
ter. The police apparenily forced the 
TT V P aciivists to don ol i ve green unifor¬ 
ms after confining them to a room. *rhey 
were then spnyed with butieis in which 
eighi insurgenik were killed un the spcH. 
Another succumbed to his injuries cm 
his way to the hospital. 

Debbarma has demanded a magisteri¬ 
al enquiry into the incident. The TSU. 
meanwhile, has demanded the resigna¬ 
tion of the state home minister Samar 


oblivious of what is going on. 

W Ith Myanmar u nder ihe iron grip 
of the military junta, flesh trade in 
Tamu goes on on ihe sly. But iraden 
and visitors coming in from Moreh 
know where to look for. While most 
of the girls are from Nepal and Myan¬ 
mar. some of them come from aa far 
aa Thailand. They charge anything 
between 100 ky« (about Rs 30) and 

HUSK tUltCfc Myanmawe gifts 


*iAX).lyaL TIk girls are reportedly 
brought to Tviui from difleraat pana 
of Myanmv by the anubers of an 
organised sea racket wdio idl ttmo to 
Tocal owoere*. Of late, aorae locals 
have become pin^. At least foot 
girls are working in Porta's bordello 
and they tee lougb coenpetitioa 
ftom four other gids who operrie 
neat door. 

Accorthng lo the reahkott of 
Moreb. the gifts from Tnow riao 
CTOM (he bor^ to opcnie in the cky. 
At Moreb. the hoseU and nms doiM 
op as brothels. 

With Hide knowledge about 
ffknaRy tnasiwtied dreeasns. sex 
workers from Tamu seldom Insist on 
prorecdon. And being a hlgb-rnk 
group, some of them couU wdJ be 
csrryini the HfV vinii. Some 
portion of the AIDS reonrye in Mani* 




A BORV ENKh the tribah kilted m 

’’police encounter" 

Choudhuri ifiheguilly policemen were 
not punished within one month. Accor¬ 
ding to Debbamo, d>e police were 
aware that the inburgentv had agreed to 
lay down arms. "Even if they were mem¬ 
bers of (he *TTVF. vhould they be killed 
in a fake encounter? This is an attack on 
human rights, Wiih minoriiy irihaK 
being killed in staged cncouuiccN. we 
cannot remain sikni.*' 

No doubt, (he recent kilt ing^ has tom i - 
shed ihe pro-tribal image of the ruling 
ieU Front in (he slate. And especially %o 
before elections to the Tripura Tribal 
Area Autonomous District Council 
which are scheduled in June this year. • 
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News 



The hour of reckoning 


Comrades indulge in a bit of self-criticism during the 
CPI(M)'s state conference in Calcutta 


‘Ours IS mil u pa/l> 
prircev Wc were not 
iHim minisiers. (>urs 
is a p^ny of worktrs 
iind p(;uNjnis. We bud 
to struggle if) i>r<Wr lo 
coine all the wuy i<» 

WF.STHKNOAL ihis stage/' This was 
fia'brand Maniist 
ideologue Huddhadeh Khutiuchurya 
speaking at a senunar during the IKih 
state confereiK'e ol the West Hcngal unit 
of (he CPI (M >. w h ich w as he Id in Caleui • 
(a between I and 4 Marsh 
One may he surprised ai the CPIiMi 
leadership explaining to the vadres the 
nature of the party in so many words. 


And that ton after staying in power in the 
stale for 17 years. But it is prbcisvly 
against this backdrop that the crucial 
conference wsu taking place. 

At tbc same semioai, Bhaiuiclidcyu's 
remark was supplemented by chief 
minister Jyoti Basu: "The older cadres 
know this. But those who have come in 
later often do not understand that the 
Left Front government has ntx come to 
power through elections only, (t is the 
organisation and the struggle." 

Moving (he pel I deal •organisational 


report, the stale ('PItM I general sccrcta* 
ry Snilcn Dasgupta said : "Raws and 
sveaklk‘^ses have been niMiced in conso- 
lidating ihcsc successes <in (be clcctiims 
and m uuiss moveiticntsi m terms of 
organisation. “ 

OnVially. the ohjain c of the s*onfc* i 
rente was 'hcuMing self-conriJcncc*, I 
This confidence-Iniikling cxcivise hcca* | 
me necessary as the ruling Marxists I 
were facing a twofold cri.sis [n the idcif* | 
logKul splH'rc. (hers* vi»v ct>nfuM«>n and I 
disarray in the comniuiiiM ranks fol¬ 
lowing the breaking down o1 (Ik* Soviet j 
Woe and tiK snitcrgcrwc a new world \ 
economic order. Orgaiiisuiiunally. the . 
state parly was cxperierking the loaic 


efiecis of staying in power ^ anrup- 
(ion. inJjsci^ine and conipl«.*eTK*). 

Tbc leadership feared that in the pro 
cess the party mighi lose IhC'very grass* 
roots suppon which kqn it in power for 
a “reco^ period*. That is why. self' 
chlicism was evident in all major 
documents discuvsed by (he 5115 delega¬ 
tes representing 2.iX00n members of 
the state unit ((he figure at the 11 me of (he 
last conference held in 1992 was 
1.91.000). Reports on the party's work 
in its mass fronu. commanding a (oul 


sirength of 1 .%.00.000. al&o bore a simi¬ 
lar (cmc. 

In his inaugural address. Jyo(i Basu 
made it clear (hai indiscipline would not 
be tolerated. Referring obliquely to the 
recent squabbles within the local, zonal 
and distnci committees, he said, 'We 
must always (ry to reach a consensus, 
Bui once a deciaion is taken by the majo¬ 
rity. the minority must abide by il." 

Discussions on the organisational 
report revealed that this procedure was 
often violated in the functioning of the 
pony committees There were also alle¬ 
gations of c<>rru|Kion against leaders at 
all levels. Many of iliese leaders, the 
report observed, "had amassed wealth 
run uMnmensuratc with their income”. 

In bis speeches. Basu described the 
success of the panchayai system in West 
Bengal as the most important achieve* 
ment of the l.eft Front government as 
well as tbc num plank of the party's 
mass support. But. the general .sccreui' 
ry's report mode a scathing criticism 
regarding (he same issue. 

''Dtsuniiy and indiscifdinc in theorgu* 
nisation. dependence on pcisonul likes 
and dislikes, unprincipled aeiions, bos* 
sing and bureaucratic lendencics have 
evoked adverse reactions among the 
people", the lepori said. 

In conducting the recent elect kkis to 
lower*level party committees and mass 
organisations and in nominations to 
various bodies such as university sena¬ 
tes. the CPI(M) leadership sccni^ to be 
making an attem p( to rue tify thctic mista • 
kes. But the list of 84 members in the 
new slate committee showed a peculiar 
trend. It included almost all those 
leaders who were either removed from 
the lower-level committees or were 
earlier censured for their undesirable 
activities. 

Ob»ie(ver^ point out that there is a 
logic behind this dichotomy. In a deft 
move. Basu hascrtiaied an impression in 
the grass roots (hat the party is cleansing 
i(seir. At (be same lime, by accommoda¬ 
ting all the lobbies in the s(a(e commit¬ 
tee, he has ensured the widest-possible 
suppon behind his new induscriai policy. 

The new policy of welcoming both 
Indian cajMi^ists and mullinoticmals (o 
invest in the state has caused discomfort 
to many CPKM) members. They, 
however, seemed to accept it almost as a | 
/dtVoccomp/t.Theresduriononindustri -1 
alisatim of West Bei^ has called upon 
both (Ne industry and the trade unions lo 
protect their "mutual interests”, a 
















ODDS AND TRENDS 



Sign language 

W Have you ever wondered 
why some traffic signs are 
displayed on a circular board 
while others have triangular 
or rectangular shapes? Very 
few people seem to know the 
answer. Sometimes, even 
the authorities do not seem 
to know or care 

There are nearly 100 traf* 
r»c signs which are divided 
into three categories. These 
categories — regululory, 
warning and informaiory ^ 
have h^n specified by the 
Indian Road Congress. 

TIk regulatory «rgns are 
circular. While soine are 
mandatory signs conveying 
positive imiructions. others 
aa* prsihibiiory in nature 
which give negative insinic- 
lions. There arc signs for 
vehiculur movement like U- 
lums. overtaking or one*way 
restrictions. A whiiecircular 
base and red border is used 
for directions on speed, 
weight and height limits and 
axle loud. The no parking 
sjgi I s are circular sign s with 
a blue base. 

Nearly 40 traffic signs are 
displayed on triangular boor* 


ds with a white base, red bor¬ 
der and black symbol. The 
objective is to caution road 
usen of potential harards 
like inierscctioTLS. cycle or 
pedestrian c ros.si ngs and 
hair-pin bends. 

About IS trifHc signs arc 
of the simple explanatrwy 
vaneiy Thescincludedesti* 
nation signs or those infor¬ 
ming about facilities like 
telep4toncs. hospi lal s or pur- 
king zones. These signs arc 
displayed on rectangular 


hoards with the symbols 
depicted on a while base 
w nh a bl ue bac kgroumi. 

With so Iiule known 
about the trifTK signs, no 
wonder our city streets arc 
veritable death imps. 

OiHina talk 

■ After introducing the 
cumpuiensed reservation 
and packed meals, the Indian 
Railways is now planning to 
take another great leap for¬ 


SEPARATED AT BIRTH 



ward by introducing telepho¬ 
nes in trains fur use by the 
passengers. 

If the plan comes through, 
the passengers aboard our 
trains will be able to talk to 
any part of the country from 
their respective compart¬ 
ments. No longer will you be 
out of touch with your near 
and dear ones whe n you 
hoard a irain. Busy execu¬ 
tives — if and when they tra¬ 
vel by train — will be able to 
contact their offices and busi¬ 
ness partners while on the 
move. Union communica¬ 
tions minister Sukh Rain's 
recent visit to London may 
open up new horizons for the 
li^ian Railways in the field 
of commu n ication s. 

The Railways is likely to 
use a satellite-based network 
developed by the the Inmar¬ 
sat. an iniematianal telecom¬ 
munication consortium. 

India as a member of the con¬ 
sortium will have access to 
the Inmanai-M exchange. 
The small communication 
terminal will be used by 
various agencies and indivi¬ 
dual users all over the 
country. • 


MILESTONES 


DIED: Jalal Agh*. noted fUm star, on 5 March, io New of the Small Industries E)evelopo)eot Bank of India 

Delhi. He was 40 and is survived by his mother, a son and a (SfDBl). PiUai was earlier an executive director of the 
dau^ier. ^ StDBI. 


DIED: Pwm NIkhH QhO•^t^a maestro, in 
Bombay. on 3 Mvch. cBtf a brief illness. He was 76 and is 
survived by his wife, two sou and a daughter. 

DIED: Tari Ot^. noted Katbak danseiM of yesteryear, 
on 2 March, in Bombay. She was 79. 

Dm:lfME«r. notadBlm actor, on 1 Mnh,ki 
Boenb^. He wm 7$ aadis »rrviv^ by Ms wifewd 
dai^bMr. He was we&^aown for his rale as thahoifeast 
poiit nffioeriQ Knfi movlaa. 

DIED: 8JCPfM,fio«edMi]ayabmscboiar,on8Mai^ 
foUemring a cardiac ancit He was 83 and was soffeiug 
AtandUbsttt. 

AEEOMTED: ICA nM. as the new flMuging dhector 


APKMNTED: SJkJL ZftkH. member of ilK Indian 
Rai 1 ways service of signal engineers, as the secretary of 
the Railway Boerd. 

HONOURED: Dr CUrMh P8M, with a gold medal st the 
8ih National Congress of Medicoe. io Jaipur, for his 
comribudOQ to the study of stress-related bebavioor. 

HONOURED: Tii SMhui.the chief election 
commisaiooer. with the flRghirg EhutAtn award for 
1994. oo 5 March, io Kofiiapur. Mahensbera. for his 
crusade to cleanse the electoral system in India. 

lAUHCHED: KbHbt, claimed to be the world's first oral 
iron chrtmor for the treatmem of TbiJessaemia. io 
Ahroedebnd. on 7 March. 


SIIMMV1 
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ARIES 


LEO 


I LIBRA 


SAGITTARIUS 


Monh 20Aprih 


i2lJul\ 20Auxu\n 


T his i s a w«ek w hen you 
mav have liitle choiee b 


I may have liitle choiee but 
10 be conventional in your 
approach. Too much 
awkwardness and 
eccentricity can do your 
repuiaiiort a lot of harm. You 
d)ould now have a better 
idea of where you want to go 
in the future wW the best way 
of getting there. Look after 
your health. 


W hy not try appnwching 
financial oniblems 


W financial problems 
from a new angle? This is a 
lime when more use of 
i rnagi nation can t>o\vt 
long'Standing difficulties. 
It's also favourable for 
digging and del v ing and 
getting to the bottom of 
things. Valuable facts and 
figures can come to light as a 
result of research work 


(21 Septi-rnffer 20 Oi'fifberi 

^^on't delude younielf 
B^inlo believing that mere 
wb ims and fancies are a 
crucial pan of life. You may 
have to curb your own 
generouv impulses and 
desire to help. Somebody 
cou Id be in a quarrelsome 
mood. State your point of 
view more gently, allowing 
others plenty of room to 
express their ideas. 


(2/ N<nrmf»fr~20 Paemhfr) 


Y ou are likely to feel 
constricted bv 


I constricted by 
convention and the need to 
be on your best behaviour. 
You are pr^ably more in 
the mood to iipeak out your 
mind and come strai ght to 
the point. But something 
else in you will be advising 
cauiiim and a greater degree 
of €«)sidcraiion for other 
people's feelings. 


TAURUS 


(2U/>fii 20May> 

D on't think you will get 
iway with anything. 
There may be some difficult 
decisions to make regarding 
just who to reward and 
promote among the people 
you employ. Property 
dealings are likely to be 
simple and straightforward 
as they come to a close. 
Signing any contract or other 
document is starred. 


GEMINI 


l2/ May 20JuHfi 


O ffers of bu si ness 
meraers should t 


^#mergers should be 
given serious consideration. 
Youma/ iiscoveranewand 
deep interest in esoteric 
8ub}ec4s. Journeys off the 
beaten track can be exciting 
and productive. Tutors can 
be helpful with academic 
woik. Don't allow yourself 
to be restricted or lied down 
by ready'made plans. 

CANCER 


(2/Jufte-20Ju/v} 

S hored funds and assets 
should be made equally 
accessible to all iovolv^. 
Greater benefits can come 
from dealings with large 
business houses than you 
imagined. Don't allow 
unfounded fears to prevent 
you from taking ad vantage 
of promising situations. 



CAPRICORN 


(21 f>f<^rmhrr-20 January) 


I t will be up to you to stand 
uD for vour rishls and to 


■up for your rights and to 
push yourself to the fore. 
You can be overly retiring 
and shy to your own 
detriment now. Other people 
will have their own interests 
in mind and are unlikely lo 
put i n a good word on your 
behalf. Get rid of your 
inhibitions if you want to 
make progress. 

AQUARIUS 


(21 January-20 Ftbrmry) 

Y ou have to meet others at 
least half*way if 
conhxuttations are to be 
avoided. Romantic partners 
can be hard to please. They 
may go against your 
suggestions just to aggravate 
you. It is prt^ably more 
irrqnrtani than you realise to 
cultivate good relatioas. 
Dreams can emtain valuable 
guidance. 


VIRGO 


SCORPIO 


PISCES 


i 2f Aufu sf~20 Sfptrmhrr} 


I?/ OrUihfr-20Novfrn2*eri 


Y OU might get hold of the 

wrong end of (he stick in 


P eople arounl you may 

irv to sobouse your 


domestic aHain. You 
probaUy need to reassess 
your viewof other peofde's 
needs. There may be ulterior 
motives concealed behirid 
offers of help. Things may 
not go according to your 
plans in romance. 


try to sabotage your 

entertainment plans. 
Ymi should be 
pilirtg on the pressure at 
work in order to beat 
deadlines. By finishing 
workloads before time, 
you'll get into the boss's 
good books. 


(71 Ffbruaiy'20 March} 

Y OU should be drawing up 
plana for aclueviag your 
aims. Pei^le in distant 
places may be wailing for 
you lo make contact: they 
can have impoiani 
informstiem to pass on 
Books, museums and 
exhibitions can provide 
great stimulation and 


interest. 


•IMMV IMt l«|i 





















RANDOM NOTES 




HtARDIN BOMBAY 


Q: lsn*titt«ffrilil« havliigto 


i»d ThB Cl i f y? 


A: WtMrt you eompMnliitf 
9boui7 You*vo nothing to loM 
but Mio of thorn. 

ME MIISUM VOTEB TQ ANOTKCA 




Singhmovement for a 


Foqpvnwt Is 
fllvIlHI 

N.D Tiwari couldn't 
have been thinking 
straight when he announced 
(hat he would move heaven 
and earth to get Arjun 
Singh's expulsion revised. 
Whk's more, he couldn't 
have heard the speech Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao 
made in Raipur, a few days 
ago. 

As one who is fond of 
citing parables from the 
Mahahharai, the PM in 
good nick. In an obvious dig 
at Aijun Singh. Rao likened 
himself to Lord Krishna 
"When Shishupala insulted 



AoosteWpyHetenli^ 


Krishna," Rao said^ "he cal* 

led him wm hundred names. 

; Of these 99. Krishna 
overlooked and forgave. But 
one be could not. And Shi* 
shupala was punished for 
that (Krishna used the Sudar* 
shana Chakra and beheaded 
Shishupala in the presence 
of* his peers). Loid Krishna 
was G(^» and even he could¬ 
n't swallow Shijdiupala's 
words. We are only 
mortal s." Rao told the gathe¬ 
ring. in one of his meetings. 

The Primc.Minisier's mes¬ 
sage was clear. But alas. 
N.D. Tiwari was not 
Ustwing. 


Funny Vninntinn 

One of the expelled 
belhi MLAa. Haroon 
Yusuf, who has joined Aijun 


change in leadership in the 
Congress, has been wonde¬ 
ring if Delhi PCC general 
secretary Kiran Choudhaiy 
got his Valentine Day*» card. 

Yusuf, a nati) young ptan 
with curly \ock^ brushed 


pension notice and replied to 
it on 1 ^ Pebntvy. As Yusuf 
is in the camp opposed m 
Kiran Cboudhary and 
minister for surface trans¬ 
port Jagdish Tytlet, he says 
he intended his reply to be ■ 
Valeotinc Day's message to 
Choudhiry. aday in advance. 


However, the te^nse to 
the message' of firierKUhip 
was cun—Yusu f was expel¬ 
led fbr anti-pany acti sides. 


FlltfiU of fancy 

1^00 Yadav primuy 
claim to fame is that 
he is a man of the masses. So. 
how come the Bihar CM can¬ 
celled bis election meeting 
recently when his uran 
khafoUi <cbo(^) develo¬ 
ped a technical snag? 

The rally was scheduled 
to be held at a site only a 
couple of hours' drive from 
Patu and, apparently, lakhs 
of people had gathered to 
heirthdr Laloo Bhaiya. But 
they were bitterly disappoin¬ 
ted as LaIoo's men decided 



to reschedule his programme 
and the chief minister opw^ 
10 address nllies in Baih and 
Phaewa (in the Patna 
constituency). 

As Laloo's cavalcade 
drove out, a Jamta Dal 
leader who was organising 
the afbrementiMwd rally 
accosted him and asked for 
an explanation. Laloo inune- 
dittely wrote out an apology 
—Uamiog his non-prtatnee 
on the snag in Ids uran 
khaiola — and asked the 
mao to read it out to all those 
who had gathered to hear 
him speak. 

Thai can only have been 
so^aU consolation. After all. 
we all know that dear old 
Laloo bai to be seen to be 
believed. » 


g9 


over his foreti»d. goi hi s sus- 


CHECK-LiST 


5 who in Madhya Pradesh 

■ AiiMi bln^ The raPy at Bhopal fat shod of 
sxpedrtiOd. but Sinph s political network m Madhya 
Pradesh has not bean deniad substanliaay. Sttti I Mar to 
reckon with 


unoSS^i 


_ As PCC chief, brought in a crop of 
youn^pappte in hie party who would be loyal to him rather 
than^nStngn This is the Ihird force in die making. TM 
then, fheldadhya Pradesh rmiKtai wiH stand by A^— 
bathe's already made his pmate deal with SharadPawar 
to ditch P.V, Narasimha Rw vrhan the time s rlphl 


d Anun Singh's concession to the 
OBCs. he was backed for chief mmisterahip, and when the 
high command inststed on Chgvijay, Ar^m Stngh waflted 
out o1 ttw meMing aiieoingafl antl-O0C bias oaths pad of 
the high command. Yadav has since become deputy CM 
but doesn’t consider he's been used by Singh. 


istheman in the middle. 
MP politics has traditionally been divided between the 
ShuUas' and Arjun Singh's people. Sdndia fits In with 
neither caii9 but has a siAistanttaf base of Ms own in 
Gwabor. Him, the situation has become comphcaied 
because the CM Arjun Singh lobby i$ divided after the 
expuisiof) This increases Semdia's importance but he 
does not possess the ruthfessness to cMeflee on A 


: v.C. ShuMa owes Ms pceftton In the 
stats to lus status in Delhi. Haanltalttnimichlnterwtlr 
state polilics. except when tTsbeen run from Delhi. But 
then. ShuUi en)^ the ear of the Prune Minifter. The man 
mtheiteteeihisbrotharS.C. ShuMa.whoccnfrofsthe 
ChhatagartirapiohlnthestMe Thiacontinuastobe 
ShuUa territory. 
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QuoUi^ troubla 

By the lime you read 
this, the eiectkm resul¬ 
ts will be out and N.D. Ti wa- 
ri will have 5oany decided 
which side he is on. But 
heie's a link sidelight of the 
pre^resolt scenario. 

fust before he departed for 
Aijun Singh's Bhopal rally. 
Pandi^i called on Narasimba 
Rao to assure him of his 
loyalty. But why are you 
going to Bhopal, in that 
case? naked Rao. 

Tm going as a loyal 
Congressman. monedTiwa- 
ri wiih a sini^t face. Ml go 



to Bihar from there and pni' 
leyou. 

Really, said a bemused 
Rao. Should I then amuige 
for a special plane (o take 
you? 

Yea. yti, i^d Tiwiri. care- 
fuDy arranging his posterior 
oo^ience. 

TImii. unfortunaidy, he 
blew it. At the Bhopd rally, 
he was quoted as saying tbM 
Adun Singh had started a 
great oadonal moveowai 
and that Ma^a* F^adesh 
would lead India. 

Rao was phoned in C^ee> 
hagen and told of Che speech. 
He cancelled tht aeroplane 
and told Ti wari nor to bother. 

Panditji quickly declared 
thAt he bad been misquoted 
but it was too late. 


Two for tM 

It waaaieaparty with 
a ifference. 

Recently, fbnner foreign 
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HEARD IN NEW DELHI 

Ukn Hiw U t, NarMimfM Rno cm 
M vcTMiscupWc mlnd.So, RIc 
appropriate that ho wont to 
Donmarfc. 

AN OPPOSITION UADfR 


f 


minister Dinesb Singh and 
former foreign secretary K. 
Snnavasan. had a cup of tea 
together and talked about old 
limes with nostalgia. 

"We are former 

now." Singh is reported to 
have told Shnivaaan. *so 
why don't we sit together 
and think about the time we 
spent together?" 

So the courteous 
bureaucrat who is the cur* 
rent dqmcy secmaiy general 
of ihe Commonwe^. cal¬ 
led on .Singh and spent a few 
minutes with the minister 
without portfolio, talking 
about IihLa And no. fordgn 



r. 






WnMli Slf^ playliif 

office ptriltiea.. '.limt not 
discussed. 


CHECK-I 1ST 


Hot spots in Pakistan 


The placa not lo bs. Thsra are, aoconHhg to 
loose eadrnates. ibout 50,000 Kaltthnikovi In Kirachi 
itMif. if that P not enough reason. 1,100 pamons have 
been UHad mostly in gang warfare in the Ittt one year. The 
ityilng of tiw two Americin diplomata 
inan:rr/thst prrriM in lian in the late SevanOea. 


R AriOwastn, 

thOaiwarfara end Afohanmercsnariea make for laeaWng 
cauidroa . One of the poorest reglona in Paldsttn. 


As me hoKi of ths gotpmmsnt slips 
from Karachi, nmuTt abouiW of I miPtaiy coup RW 
rnl^ bnng some tiabIHty but could woman for 


K Tbs tSi-oacked Talhan oparatfng to 
Kashmir is repoftid to be comM out from the murl^ 
dapthi of BakKhtotan. Pakistan w fofkmad I policy of 
raeattHno refugesa to the North-West Tromtor Pmlnea 
and Balu^istaA. 6(Sthi p^blemtothftttmt nfugaaa va 
not poor peopto. 

' ' ■ 

■ hWow The UIHrio ftotoi oi fundamantaML 0^ 
toinsts are operating to tfw region, whitn is anraettog 
conaidsraM American aitantion. 



BtttwlMra’stlM 

•hamlMMiT 

VimU Shensn, the 
wife President S.D« 
Shanuk neariy got turned 
away from a function she 
waa supposed to attend » 
chief guest recently, because 
the organisen forgot to 
check up if the venue would 
in fact be available oo tSm 
day. 

The Women's Guild, an 
influential body with as 
members, has an annual func¬ 
tion on S March every yev to 
observe International 
Women'I Day, This year it 
was to be held at India Cute. 
The chairs were all airanged 
on the evening of Saturday, 7 
Morcb. and the funebon was 
lobeheld on Sunday. 

But on 3 Murch, the whole 
shumiana had to be 
dismantled as Section 144 
— which prohibits gathe¬ 
rings in public places ^ was 
imposed around the area. 
One of the ioviiees. Jag Pra- 
veshCbandnk was even seen 
wandenng around. Dying to 



And out bad happened 
tothefuDedoo. 

PuLiUy, the highly emb»* 
rassed orgaolsera ndueatad 
die Hni iedy lo bMt the 
hmetioo benelf. The nsee^ 
ting was Anally held at 
Raabtr^miBhavaD. • 


go 
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Any airline can fly you economy. 
Only ModlLuft flies you Silver Class. 



Silver Class. A cut above the rest 


Economical, yel uncompromising rn comfort. 
Delicious cuisine. A choice of soft drinks and juices. 
Efficient and caring service. 





All this with our on*lime performance, which other 
airlines keep talking about, and our frequent flyer 
programme, Miles & Smiles, make flying on ModiLuft 
a world tiass experience. Which is why weVe been 
adjudged India's best domestic airline. Thrice. 

Welcome aboard ModiLuft. 
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I Balance sneeT 


. A balanced t eam 

T he awersi4>f> anulysin^ 
ihe ^issLisund liebilUies 
^ <)l Nur.himhu ftiio's minisic* 
I nuUcimunadcforinic- 
' rcNtlnjircuJing(i9rt/rt/i‘<' 

! sh, rl. 12 - IHMafthV 
I h wnsdlivovery wc)!* 

timed. hec;iuso the geiKful 

clcciiims urc rv)< Turawuy. At 
ihhjuticiun;. iiiHesscntiuJ 
that wc know what kind of 
people wc urc heinfi ailed by. 

1 he aaiclc provided un 
inlormutive und incisive 
I insighimioihepotenlulond 
' pcrfi>niianceol‘ihePM*s 
I learn, One only bopcs dial 
j ihcmductumofncwundcrri* 
ciciu mimsicrs like P, Chi' 
dambaram and Muduvruo 
Seindia will provide the 


umi miles to cling on to such 
emhumssing rkw* 
pcrfoimers as S,B, Chavan. 
C.KJafferSharief.N.K.P. 
.Salve. VC Shukla and Ram 
Lakhan Yudav. 

If the Congress is lo make 
a serious hid for power in fhe 
fonhcomini cleeiions. such 
deadw eights have lo be side* 
lined. After all. how long can 
the .sheer hhll i ance of M an • 
mohan Singh and the siloit 
hut efficient mampulaiion of 
Narasimha Rau hail the 
paity oul? 

SuffHt jVm. Pama (BItmf 

■ SL'NPAy deserves lo 
he thanked fur the shod, pre¬ 
cise and pithy profiles ot the 
various ministers of the team 
that is shaping the country's 
destiny ai present 

The anal y ses were ob)cc- 
live and provided lay> men 
like me with a clear insight 
into what the picture really 
is. The man who shone out 
from among the many who 
have been dissected was 
undoubtedly Manmohan 
Singh 'Ararvasset*' is 
certainly the nght lerm for 
this man of miegrity. who, I 
think, has proved himself 
beyond diHiN. In the begin* 
ning. many were suspicious 


fact that otho^ parties were 
portraying him as the villain 
cpf the piece lo ihe rnas.scs ^ 
as someone who was going 
to be singlehandedly respon 
sible for the ''selling* of the 
cuuntry to foreign multina- 
tiocuds. And he has been vin- 
dicaied. for ihe people have 
complete faith in him. 
VWiaikAa OoM/, ffarod* 
(Gufant) 


Spare the Baba 

T he article Clash of the 
firorr* <2h Pebruaiy — 4 
March) mentions ihai Sai 
Baba spends an estimated Hi 
.MIOcrore annually on 
vah<M« philanthropic acilvi- 
tkes.whichby iiself isunama- 
7jng and eatruordiiiahly 
remariahle achievement. So 
why is Sat Baba being drag¬ 
ged into polities? Sai Baba 
ha.s no p^lems wi ih any i>* 
ne. including N.T. Rama 
Rao 

Of course, ihe Baba's 
devotees include lop politici¬ 
ans— not only from the 
ruling Congress, hut also 
frum Opposition parties like 
the BiP and the ianata E>al. 
They all visit Ihe Sai Baba to 
quench iheir spiritual thirst. 



Manmohan Sln^ and CM. 

much-needed boost to Ruo s 
imuge. 

What continues to baffle 
political observers is. 
however, the manner in 
which the Prime Minister 


abodi the new policies that 
he was suggesting. MannHv 
han Singh, however, proved 
to he made of stem stuff. He 
did exactly what he had set 
out to do. undaunted by the 


Sai Baba is above petty politi¬ 
cal diffetences and he 
certainly does not beJmg to 
any party. He strongly urges 
one and all to be unii^ in the 
common cause of building a 



TiM tel Bate: no polltka, 

plonaa 


country with strong spiritual 
values. 

Sui Raba's selfless iiciivi* 
ties like providing free cdu 
cal ion. free dri nk i iig wul er 
facilities to drought-prone 
villages and free medical 
care to people iiKspcctivc of 
caste, class or religion, set a 
clasaic example and this 
compels us ic^ usk ourselves 
theques(i<»n: whul is our 
own contribution lo soc’lety? 

Sai Baba’s actions, his 
endearing qualities and his 
profound wisdom have 
attracted over 180 million 
followers throughout the 
globe. In fuel, the Baba's 
<miy desire is lo help others 
experience God as a reality 
in their own lives, h it right 
to drag such a noble missio¬ 
nary into controversies? 

C. Rotnmai. C^SftaalQanarafaf 
MdM. Madart(IndoMala> 


Ring out the 
oM, ring in the 
new _ 

I n his column. Out. old 
icons (5 —11 March). 
Dilip Thakore has rightly 
desenbed Arjun Singh's 
expulsion from the Congress 
as a welcome step towards 
purging (he party of iu worn- 
out Nebruvian socialist con¬ 
tents. The Congress needa to 
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reject some old ideas bixI 
acccpi some new ones so as 
10 rejuvenate the party. 

The Congress leadership 
dcservciv lo be praised lor 
realising Ihis and shaping 
India's economy accof* 
dingly. The paiiy s rank and 
nic should uruinitnously 
agree wlih the new econo* 
niic policies adopted hy P,V. 
Narasimha Ra^i and Manrnu* 
han Singh, who have hoih 
Mnnined unmoved by Arjun 


poisoning was shocking to 
say the least (£Vad/v nvtfr, 
5—H March). 

Had such a thing happe* 
ned in Delhi, I am sure that 
the government machinery 
would have been pressed 
into action. It is only because 
(he incident happened in 
remote West villa* 
ges that (he authorities can 
lake such » casual atltludc u> 
(heproMem 

Any progress wc achieve 
is futile ti 11 wc are able to prO' 
vide basic health care facili¬ 
ties to all the people of this 
country- ' and without 
discriminaiipn .Everybody 
i.s concerned about human 
rights violations in Kashmir 


inieiesting reading. 

The anicle revealed the 
truth ^KHit the administra* 
live system of the country. 
The ma&scs here live un^r a 
virtual dkiatorship of the 
“steel frame managers* of 
the country’s affai rs. We 
wish that a ()ui^ solution to 
this problemcouldhc found 
—one that would lead to the 
dismantling of the steel 
frame anJ (he emergence of 
one made of humbm in its 
stead 

I f the aut hori ties remain 
blind to the situation for 
much longer, then the frustra¬ 
ted masses will take matters 
into their own hands, which 
would have disastrous 



Singh's unnecessary 
insistence on sticking to the 
defunct doctrine cpf Nehruvi- 
an socialism. 

N 99n i Arwtd. D^ogtw (BItttr) 


Slow polsonina 


T Particle about the 
liapless West Bengal s it* 
lagers suffering from deadly 
skin ailments due to arsenk 


doe.s anybody even stop to 
think that letung thousands 
of peofrie die aslow and pain¬ 
ful death is an even bigger 
violation of human h^u? 
Aa/naaan flaCrv, MawPuM 


Braaklngnaw 

grounds 


ani Shankar Aiyar'i 
column entitled. 
Towards a hamhooframt 
<19—25 February) made 


consequences, 

I am reminded of Dr 
Rajendra Prasad' s words of 
advke to the people of India. 
He had exhoi^ them to 
'stand up against all shortvo* 
miiigs and malpractices (hat 
m ight come to (ihei r) notice. 
The ask of fi^ang them out 
and eradicating (hem 
belongs to each one of 
(them).* 

I support the formula 
Aiyar hv spelt out in his 
wc1l*meaning article. I think 


(his is the time when we 
must build up a strong public 
opinion in favour of real 
democracy, demolishing the 
rusted frame of the old, cor* 
rupi one. 

0.9. MmO Outfit. DIM 


Too good, too 
littio 


W e were heartened to 
read the profile uf our 
eminent MP. Maiang Singh. 



Mtug tln^ man <f tfia 


which uf^>eared in your 
magazine tAfc/n foroW 
rtusmis, 26 February—4 
March). 

In fact, we wish U> extend 
wonn felicitations la the 
author of the article. Wc con* 
sidcr (his profile to be the 
most apt character sketch of 
our local MP that has gone 
i nto pri ni si ncc his ind uclion 
into the Union Cabinet. 

However, we regret to 
point out that due to 
inadequate supply of your 
magazine in the north *easi 
region, rrkany people of 
Assam have been deprived 
of Heading this superb article. 

The book stalls ran out ot 
the few copks of Sunday 
that were available and we 
had to photostat copies for 
circulatiim of this article 
within our circle of MLAs. 

We hope that it will be 
your endeavour in fuiure to 
improve ^ disinbuiion of 
Sunday in our reglM). 
Mranya Bom. MLA. CR. Potw- 
ft. MLA. KuOhOiSoMi, mA. 
UttMBor9OhMn,t0iA. 
AamaaAwarOhanwBr, BLA. 
Upoo SooBm. BLA (Aooom) 
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■ The resuhs In OriAsa 

i ndicaw that the Janata Dal 
bus lost it$ glamour. It was 
precis}y for d)f$ ttMAon 
that I offered my 
resigmojon from the 
chairmanahip of the 
National Front. 

N.T. RAMARAO,Am/A« 

Pmdtsh chitff minister 

■ We prefer ftt&h 
elections to a bmping 
govenuneni. 

JaiTAL IteDDY, itatlfr of the 


JaruUA Oai m cfte Pafyo 
SoMademo^ng 
poHioiftitvoty poiU <^er 

the ConfreisiH’i poor 
perfbrmanctinthe 
A uembiy eUctwts 

■ To sketch our chief 
eleviioQ commissioner. I 
will have to use colows. 
Black and white woo'i do. 

V.P. &NCH,/?rmerPiV. 
wito snakes sketches in hit 
spare time, on T.N. .SesAwt 


9 It seems that we we 
blowing conch shells into 
the ears of a deaf person. 


Fayalaltixa. cA^fwmiater 

<^7ami7 Nadir, onihe 
Centre's poor re^sotue to 
her (tettumdtfarsstore 
tsumey to sno^mbe the 
slate poiictforce 


■ I am sure we sriti not 
even have to make an effort 
to bring down the 
gove n tm ew . 

ntAgom Rayai, Cm^nor 


Costgressdtpresidesa, *m 
the newfy^Ucted 8JP 
governmesit in the state 

■ My aim now is to bring 
Sikkim ioio the 
mainstreain. 

Pawan Kusm Chamung. 
chiefmiHttter of Sikkim 

9 Dr Maninohan Singh is 
the Sunil Gavaskar of 

V.N. GADGtL,Congress(t) 
ipokeman, on the Vstion 
bathtet 

■ Esd^dun^are 

hj^fcaingtMfe in India 
wiJh hbenijadoR and 
Doordarshan wiB the 

world about k. 

¥i?.Sot<MDeO.Uslkm 
i8iB MMtirer. whHe 
ieamptfatiniDD's 
intmariof^ckmnel 

9 Renmber ooe diing: if 
yoa warn to become a 


player, itart training alone 
If you want to spoil your 
life, start drinking alone. 

Kapil • 

crieketer. on being asked 
to advise ospirinp 
crickrten 

9 1 consider myself an 
average tooker. really. 
When I waft into a room, 
heads don't turn the way 
they do fctf Jackie Shndf 
and Sanjay Dutt. 


SAiaWt KKAN^&n star 





















INDER MAiMTAA 


Backtracking 


Of late, there has been a change in America's approach towards India 



During the nearly ten Ihe White Houv goes to the ridiculous 
nxwths since P.V. extent of declaring as an Amehcan 
Nansimha Rao's visit objective to ‘foroe India to reduce* its 
to (he United States inventory (atnndest oneJ of unsafeguar- 
there has been a slow ded plutonium, 
hut steady — and. i*f Then, there is Robin RafdwI. haul; to 
course. welc«)me — her old tricks after only a limited period 
improvemem in Indo* of relative reuraini. When the US defen* 
US relations. With (Ik emphasis shifting ce secreiaiy. William Perry, was here 
fnmt politico-strategic differences to the (Raphet had insisted <in accompanying 
immense possibilities of mutual econo- him) he took good care toemphnise that 
mic cooperation, to say nothing ot the though anxious U) mediate between 
tremendousartruciiuntd lhelndianrrur* India and Pakistan, his country would 
ket, the two sides tended to ^J>ow respect not do so without the consent of both 
for each other's sensitivities uml con* countries in the subcontinent, 
cum even in areas where they differ. But Robin is norespeciur of such nice* 

Bui uU this is in danger 
of becoming a thing of 
the ptisi. Of lute, there has 
been u distinct and dlsires, 
sing change in America's 
approach towards this 
country which Washing¬ 
ton is voicing m u lone 
that is singularly 
offent^ive. 

For instance, a spate of 
official statements in the 
US capiial on the vexed 
nuclear issue, going back 
on the undentanding 
reached during the Pnme 
Minister's talks with Pre* 
sideni Bill Clinton in 
May last, have insisted on 
a roIJ'back of the Indian 
nuclear capability and its 

cveniud eJimin^on. A1 Robu R^M »Mti b ii^ew US MdialiM On 

the same time, Washing- , ^ 

ton has the audacity to rtttODR 10 RMBW,» BBIW Md » efflO 

proclaim that retention of dbqoalfy Mil flOH I Wt Oi Hn W 

nuciev wc^.in |Kr^- coMci "anlil Hm KaiMr Aifgte b lettM m 

luity IS essential for t_ 

American security ’. Bur nVWWttrtliqOdl wrmPiWOO 

(his is nor all. 

Repeatedly, any number of officials ties. She virtually wants to impose US 
have also declared (hat even while a glo* mediation on India in rdaiiun to Ka.sh* 
bal, verifiable and non*discriminainry mir. She has also had rbo eiTrcmtety to 
treaty on fissile matenal cut-off i& being disqualify India fron a pcrmancni scat 
negotiated. India and Pakistan must on the UN Security Council "until the 
enterintoabilateralagreemenitoendfis* Kashmir dispute is settled and India 
lile material production. A policy improves its relations with Pakistan 
document submitted lu the Congress by It is no use trying loconiraat Raphel's 



Robia IbpM ««■(• tD iapM Itf iiBdiatkM OB 
nMiOR lo IUsIhw. She In ibo M Ike effiwite^ 
dwioalfy ln«i fm a penMMl ml OB 
Comd “antt to iMw «s^ b le^ 
imprim lb itotoe with PaUito'' 


style with that of the suave and sympa* 
thetic US ambassador to this country. 
Prank Wisner. Or to argue thui Robin 
speaks only for herself and should not 
therefore he taken too serkiusly. 

Most importantly. Robin Raphel. Wil¬ 
liam Peny and everyone else of con* 
scquericc in Washington is at one in the 
well •orchestrated campaign to repeal or 
bypass the Prcssler Amendment under 
which ^1 US military aid and ectmomic 
assistance to Pakistan has heen blocked 
for (he last five ycar«. 

Taking all (Ik negative American 
moves together, it is crystal clear that 
under the guise of ’even* 
handedness" and for rra* 
sons of their own. Ihe 

Americans arc reverting 
to the pernicious ilcKmine 
of IndO'Pakisian parity in 
the US scheme of things. 
Even the brutal killing <»t 
two US diplomats in 
Karachi hns made no dif¬ 
ference to this. 

Ufkler these dismul cir¬ 
cumstances. ii was only 
to be expected that New 
Delhi would act with 
alacniy either to per¬ 
suade Washington (u 
desist from destroying 
what has been achieved 
so fur or to icil it where it 
gets off. But nothing of 
the kind has been done, 
mn. In Pusillanimous silence 

prevails in New Delhi. 
tefytO What the hell is the Naru- 

itemHi simha Rao govcmmcni 

I iBto afraid of? 

Let no apologist of the 
government bleat about 
the efficacy of silent and 
bchind-thC'Scene diplomacy. Secrecy 
and stealth in Indo-US transactions have 
emboldened even junior American offi* 
ciai s to proclai m that u:> u resu) i of" Amc - 
ncan warning" India has froren its Agni 
prognnvnt and refrained from serial 
production of Prithvi. Musi the once 
proud India be reduced to (his? • 










COUNTERPOINT 


VIA SANGHVI 


NO WORSE THAN 


SHARAP 

Let's be realistic about the Shiv Sena 



'Zr ^ 


I've been a ^uur- 
nahsi Ibr sofne* 
thmg like N ycarN 
now and I've spcni 
moM ol ihar lime 
aiucking ihe Shiv 
Sena and being cri- 
lical of il^ ifttiipa- 
ti. Bal Thackeray. 
Bui !U>mchow» I 
cannot bring my^lf lo }oin in the gene* 
rat gloom among ihe chattering qUsscs 
over the dcfeai of the Congre>»(i) and 
ihc victory of the Shiv Sena*B/P combi* 
cic in the MaharashiraelectiocK. 

Movt educated people I know — and 
nearly all journahNls — have reacted as 
though the fall of ihc (‘ongrtssfll repre¬ 
sents the collapse of civilisation's last 
barher. and as though the barbarians are 
now in charge. 

They offer the usual reasons for the 
gloom: the government will now largel 
Muslims; Bombay's cosmopolitan 
ethos will be destroy^ because the regi¬ 
me will care only about Maharashtrians; 
the Shiv Sena is corrupt; and that many 
Shiv Sena politicians are either crimi¬ 
nals Of are m league wiih thugs. 

1 do not disagree with the basic thrust 
of these criticisms. Bal Thackeray is no 
secularist; ihe Shiv .Sena'v 'Jai Maha- 
ra.^htra' slogan is an anachronism in a 
global era; the Sena's stewardship of the 
Bombay Municipal Corpt^ution (BMC) 
suggests that many of its leaders are 
crooks, and yes. 1 still stand by my 1993 
characterisation of a section of the Shiv 
Sena as *a loose confederacy of 
commenrially-minded thugs'. 

My point is this: how can the Shiv 
Sena government be any worsr than the 
Cmigress government it replaces? 

L et's take the criticisms one by one. 

Top of the list is the charge ihai 
Muslims will now feel insecure in 
Maharashtra 

This ignores an importuni fact; 
Muslims are oiready insecure. One 


of (he main reasons why 
the Congress lost the elec- 
lion was that Muslims 
were so angry that many 
of them aciu^ly went out 
and voted for the Shiv 
Sena. 

It isn't just (he beha¬ 
viour ot the adminisira* 
lion during (he January 
1993 nots. Or the fact 
that the police looked Ihc 
other way as Muslims 
were slaughtered. Or 
even, that i^ murderers 
were never brought to 
hook. 

It is also (he blatant 
misuse of the Terrorist 
and Disruptive Activities 
(Prevention) Act 

(TAOA) in 'he aflennaih 
of the 12 Mardi. 1993 
blasts. You only have to 
talk to any Bombay Muslim to find oui 
whai has been going on. There can't be a 
single family that docs noi have a rela¬ 
tive or a servant, or a fnend. tv a collea¬ 
gue who has not been victimised by the 
polke; has not been tortured; or has not 
been thrown into Jail on the flimsiesi of 
laelcxls. 

That TADA is being misused loper>c- 
cuie Muslims is no secret. Minister of 
state for home a^airs Raje&h Pilot is on 
record (to Sunday) as a.lmming that the 
largest number of coinfdainis is from 
, Moharashtni and that the law needs to be 
amended, bven Bombay Regional 
Congress Committee (BRCC) prcsideui 
Murli Dcora wrote u> Narasimha Rao 
begging him to either repeal or re- 
CAwliinc Qic Ad's provisions. 

But SI ill. Sharad Pa war did nothin^:. 
fie did not even relea>4 Sanjay Dutl. il^ 
most visiMe symbol of the injustices of 
TADA. Even when such close friends of 
his as Dilip Kumar, such colleagues as 
Pilot and Dcora. and nearly the entire 
media drew his attention lo whut was 


goi ng on. he sal t igh i, 

hnally. what maUertJ wasn't just 
(hat Muslims were being pcrscculcd by 
a govemmcni ihut ihey hud helped elect. 
It was that even when (his wus pointed 
uui lo the govcmmcni, it did mu give a 
damn. 

Small wonder then ihui the Muslims 
rejeclcd an unresponsive regime and pre¬ 
ferred to lake their chances with Bal 
Thackeray. 

T he second criiicisin ot the Sena is that 
It is loo Mahamshlia-oriented and 
therefore. anti-Bombay. This is slightly 
out of date. In f9Stl. when I interviewed 
Bai Thacke ray and asked how many non • 
Maharashtrians there were in his pony, 
he ihoughi ftff a long liitic befoje 
replying; ‘I think one Iyer is there." 

Bui now, the Sena is less Maharashin- 
an and more Hindu. The 'iai Maha¬ 
rashtra' routine extends only to such 
gimmicks a& calling the city 'Mumbai'. 
Ol courve. nobody with any sense can be 
al all comfortable with a Hindu chauvi* 


I 















niftiic party. but T m not sure that the ci ly 
of Bombay wilt be much worse off 
un^cT the Sena than tt was under the 
Congre^^. 

Whatever Bal Thackeray's faults, tv 
regards Bombay os his home and is not a 
carpel'bagger from some sugar- 
producing district who U only interested 
in making as much money as he can out 
of ihc capital. 

Suctcitsive Congress governments 


During the I ^5-90 Congress govern- 
meni. a massive land scam involved sel¬ 
ling green spaces to builders in rtujm for 
hundreds of crorts in bribes. Since then, 
it has become a way of life to pay extra 
— under the uble — even for the things 
that you are legitimately entitled lo. And 
many Congressmen stood to make mil¬ 
lions of dollars in kickbacks frmn the 
foreign crenpanics ihai are rushing to 
invest in Maharashtra. 


have raped the city of Bombay. Tltey 
have kept in place such discriminatory 
legislation as the Rent Act and ensured 
th^ no civic renewal takes [dace. They 
have refused lo release the funds requi¬ 
red lo mai main the c ity and have bearned 
tLs ii begins the tran.^'ormation towards 
becoming a giant slum. 

There is no real rca.son to he sure that 
the Shiv Sena will be belter but the party 
did include people, like my friend Pra* 
mod NavaJkar. who ure passionately 
committed to its beiterment. In any case, 
it la hard to see how the Sena could be 
worse for Bombay than the Congress. 

T hat leaves two grounds for concern, 
corruption and criminal isatton. 

When it comes to corruption, rhe 
Congress' record in Maharashtra is hard 
to beat. Right from that day in the 1060s 
when V.R. Naik sinned selling the sea 
asxl sanctioned the concrete monstrosi* 
tics of Nariman Point and CufTc Panide. 
the pany has treated the state as its cash 
cow. 


with criminals, in today's context, that 
no longer seems to matter very much. 
Everybody knows that criminals play an 
important role in running Maharashtra. 
But sadly, it is as clear that ihe voters 
don't necessarily mind. Gx^das keep 
getting re-ekcied and there isn't much 
that anybody can do about it 

The Shi v Sena has i ts share of ihu gs 
— in its trade union wing and among its 
thakha pramukh- The motive behind the 
ianuary 1993 riots was, ui least partly, 
robbery^ the Sainiks profited Irom the 
looting of shops and homes. 

But lobe fair to Bui Thackeray, nobo¬ 
dy has ever accused him of being in lea¬ 
gue with Duwo(>d Ibrahim. Noh^y has 
ever said that the party's top leadership 
is in league with smugglers and the 
mafia. 

This is no longer true of the 
Congress! 1). 

T he puinl is not that the Shiv Sena con¬ 
sists of wonderful people or that Bal 
Thackertiy is a kindly old man whose 
only rival in the saiiuhixid stakes is 
Mother Teresa. 

The Shiv Sena is a communal outfit. 
]| is dangerous. And ii has a fascislic 
element. 

But Sharad Powar has reduced Maha¬ 
rashtra politics to a level where nothing 
lhai the Sena does seems particularly 
ouingeousordixiurbing any longer. Ii is 
not (hat Bal Thuckeray has got better. It 


tt b Nt that lU TtackBriy (rl0iQ b a Madly oM Mn 
only rival lathaialatbaodstakesliMottiorToran.Birt 
Sharadhanrkas radaetdMabaraittn politics Is a (aval 
■hart aothiH that tha Seaa elifat daas tooais partiea^ 
oatrapooas or distarhttHi aay toaear 


This is not lo say thai ihe Shiv Sena 
coasisi5 of honest people. A rowdier col¬ 
lection of runall-time thieves is hard to 
come by. When the pony ran (he Bom¬ 
bay Municipal Corporation, nearly 
every corporator made » few lakhs on 
(he side. But so far. ai kasc nobody in 
(he Sena ha\ made himrinvk of crones 
Nobody asks for bribes in hard currency. 
And nobody has a Swiss bank account. 

Perhaps all (his wilt happen once Ihc 
Sainiks have an opportunity to benefii 
from (he big lime. Rui even if it does, all 
it will mean is that the Sena is as bad as 
the Ctmgrcss — not (hai it is worse. 

As for the charge of being in league 


is (hai Ihe others have got even worse. 

The Cmgrcss hud two things going 
(or it: secularism and the ahi I i ly to provi¬ 
de a degree of admi n i strati ve sluhi lily. 

Urtder Pawar. ii has lost hoih those 
qualities. It is now hated by every 
Muslim in the Mate and as for administra¬ 
tive competence, lhj(\ j joke. Hombiiy 
has been handed over to ihe underworld 
and nothing moves without money. 

I never thought a day would come 
when I find anything go^ to say aboul 
the Shiv Senu. But unfortunately, that 
day is now here. And viih a hit of luck, 
Bal Thackeray may just prove lo be the 
lesscrofihclwoex'ils. • 
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NEWSWATCH 



A winning move 

The UP government drops all TADA cases in an attempt to woo the Sikhs 



many people fwing seve¬ 
re him^^iTKni because of 
TADA." says Muiayam. 
He believes that in rmui) 
innuccni people arc 
being vHiimiseO. 

Significantly, the for¬ 
mer Male police chief. 
PraJeash Singh, shares his 
view. He feels ii is 
"unfair" to bo<A umler 
TADA ihoM: who have 
been forced by teiturists 
lo give (hem fix¥l and 
shelter. 

Says V.M. Singh. Tt 
wa» basically for such 
innocent people (hai 1 had 
started (hi struggle 
Being a legislator from 
one id the terroosi* 
infeslcd areas. I am aware 
of (he predicomcni of 
ordinary people living 
there: they b^anK* vie 
liras ot both icrrurist vio¬ 
lence and police 

high*han<k*d»css.“ 


Her I he Muslims, come the 
Sikhs. I'(tar Pradesh chid 
minister and Samajwadi 
Puiiy <SPi chief MuUyain 

.Snigh Yod^ IS iKiw 
w«H>ing llic luilcr UNsidu<n;>ly. The idea 
waNii‘i cmiclly his own — it was sug* 
gestcil to hint hy u party legislator — hut 
Muh^am was quick to realise that it 
I mule u lot of sense 

liiitiully, he was hesitant, For. accor* 
di ng to li IS cu Icti lui ions, t he S i kh comniu- 
niiy in UP wasn’t large enough to yield 
|H)liiK:a1 dividends. Rut V.M. Singh, the 
young legislator from Pooranpur in 
lip's Tcrai divtrici of Pilibhit. convin¬ 
ced the chief miniMcr that his prc^>osal 
could rui.se their regime'^ goodwill. 

Singh joined (he SP after (he Janala 
Dal hrokz up in the state, end. like hiv 
couvin Maneka Candhi who inducted 
him into pc^iiics. has remained a politi¬ 
cal maverick. And this trait has clearly 
stood him m good stead, for he has made 
Muluyum concede most of his demands. 
I he forcmo.M being the withdrawal of 
Terrorist and Disruptive Acliviiks 
(Prevention) Act (TADA) cases against 
as many us 1.147 people, the majoniy of 
them being Sikhs. 

Mulayani realised that 
the withdrawal <if TADA 
ca»es would boost his 
image countrywide and 
reinforce bis bond with 
the Muslims os well. He 
also knew that the deci¬ 
sion could have the desi¬ 
red impact in .states like 
MahorashUa. where a 
large number of 
Musltm.s were being 
detained under TADA 
and even affluent and 
influcniiai people like 
Sanjny Dull were langui¬ 
shing in jai). 

And sore enough. 

Mulayam’s move has 
created a flutter in diffe- 
rent parts. T have started 
gelling calls from chief 
mini.siers of other states 
who wUh to know how I 
could provide relief to oo 


Securitymen searching for mines 
in the UP Terai: the r^jon is 
tenxKtst-infested and ordinary 
people have become the vktiins of 
extremist violence and police 
high-handedness 


But he has warned lho!$c who are truly 
gu i I ly. "11 the gui Uy ones have al w been 
released as a consequence of the govern¬ 
ment’s decision (o withdraw all TADA 
cases, they should ihonk the Lord and 
realise itut this was one life-time 
opportunity to reform iKenibClvds." 
.Singh told a gathering at Nanokmulha 
Ourdwara. 'And if this realisation does 
not (lawn on them even now. they must 
know that (he next time it would not be 
the reim|X>$ition of TADA. but the bul¬ 
let that will hit them." 

V .M. Singh had been demanding the 
withdrawal of TADA ciues ever 
sirtcc he joined the SP. But the chief 
minister's response was lukewarm. 
Singh, however, got the chance lo force 
the jsMic just before Mulayom faced a 


10 


•UHPavMMteK-1 tkofU ite 









irial of f;(r?n|th in the stale Assembly. 

Along with six other legislators. 
Smgh struck a note of dissent againsi 
Mula>am*s "style of funetjoning'. Natu¬ 
rally. ihc chief minister couldn't take 
him lightly anymore, especially when 
ihc fate of his ministry hung in the 
haluncc. 



So Sink's muscle-flexing worked, 
iirul on the eve of the Assembly session, 
Mulayam announced the withdrawal 
of TAD A ca.ses when the country was 
still debating the quewon of rep^iog 
ihc draconian Act. 

There wa< more to come. V.M Singh 
even ined lo give the Sikhs ‘whai was 
due 10 them*. On the day after the vole of 
confidence. Singh gut ibc chief minrucr 
to convene a meeting to work out a 
package for the 400-500 victims of the 
ami •Sikh riots that followed the assassi¬ 
nation of (ndire Gandhi in 1984, 
in the very first meeting. Singh sues* 
^ the need for a reasonable monetary 
assistance to the affected families and 
punishment to the "guilty", who conii* 
nued iogosco4*free. 

He ha.s also placed a sevcfl*puini 


charter of demands in this conncctfon. 
They include a flat pay mtfUi^Rs I lakh 
to Ihe dependants of those who w-eit kil* 
led m the riots, 'considering that aver 
the pasi decade Ihey had received 
nothing except lip*servKe’. a mcmihly 
maintenance alknvance of Rs 1.500 and 
shop space in esuMished markets to 
each family, besides a giwintimcni job 
U) one member of such families. 

Singh feels that usurped properties 
.should he restored to their original Sikh 
owners, who had left Ihc Mate lu seek 
refuge elsewhere but are now inclined lo 
return MooHiver. he thinks ihai the 
monthly allowance ol Rs 1.54X1 should 
be given even lo those who preferjo stay 
away 


A victim Of the 1984 
riots: V.M. Singh has 
suggested that they 
should be given a flat 
compensation of 
Rs 1 lahh, a 
monthly 
allowance of Rs 
1.500 and shop 
space in 
established 
markets, 
besides a 
government job 
for one member 
of each affected 
family. He also 
wants usurped properties 
to be restored to their 
original Sikh owners 


H owever. Singh was more emphatic 
aboui "puiushiag* the then «li$triei 
maginraic of Kanpur, the worst rioi-hii 
UP city, s^tere n^y 250 peof^e were 
killed. Though the offtcer was indicted 
by Ihc Justice Ranganaih Mishra Com- 
mission of Elnquiry. he wax amazingly 
cxonenicd by a sub*«)ucni admin iiara* 
live probe carried out by a rtiirvd IAS 
officer. Singh alleges thai the officer 
"ctearty went out o( his way to chkld a 
memb^of the fraiemily". 

He, therefore, wants a fresh enquiry 


by a retired High Court judge us hud 
been recommended by the Ruuganjili 
Mishra commission The commissinn 
hud also pven the option of ihv cnqiiir) 
being carHed out by y senior IAS oillccr. 
'Considering lhai the concerned nlliccr 
was now himscir at a fairly senior level 
in the IAS hierarchy, it would he fair aikl 
judicious to have the probe curried oui 
by a retired judge ulonc." argues Singh. 

While he is confideni ihut all h|s other 
ikmunds. including that of pumiivi; 
action against all those who were 
dinxily or indircdly rcsjK>nsiblc lor the 
I9K4 viokncY. will be readily conceded 
by Mulayam. Singh doubts whether tlw 
chief minister will clear j pnibe against 
the former dii^inct magiiitryte. 

Accordi ng to hi m. all k i nd^ ol reason s 
Wert being given out io xhichl llic olfu 
cer. But Singli seems to have done his 
homework well. Armed with the ivie* 
vant pruvisionti in the staluics, he points 
out. "Exoneration <if the olTiicr in (he 
earlier udministnitive enquiry carried 
out hy another retired btireaucral was 



well beyond the scope of the probe; sn it 
was obvious that Ihe entire exercise was 
directed at bailing him out" He further 
argues that the law docs not bat the i n st i- 
tuiion of a fresh probe against aiiycntc 
though a panicular authority may have 
given him a clean chit oikc. 

Ycl. what makes Singh keep his 
fingers crossed is the background nf the 
(^icer. who is "both affluent and a 
Yadav". For the time being, however, 
Mulay am ha^ shifted him Ifom the I us r«i* 

live and powerful position of the slate's 
food and civil supplier . sccrct;iiy. 
perhaps to pacify the imgry legislate. 

. But (here is no doubt that Miilayien 
Singh Yadav is detennioed to have the 
Sikhs on his side • 
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ON THE ROAD 


RAJDEEPSARDESAI 


THE NEW 

IVIIDDLE-CL/\SS VOTI^ 


There is a fine coincidence between mandW and Manmohanomics 

The» were instead perfceOy rc«peci;i' 


Shivuji Park 
atwjys thmws up 
rtietiHanes of many 
j crickciing bailie. 
Thi«* IS (he cradle 
of Indian crickei 
where many a bai* 
ling thoroughbred 
has matured. A 
few days ago, the 
while DanneK that doi Shivaji Park 
pilchch svere replaced by u sea of saf¬ 
fron, The game was nut cricket, but poli¬ 
tics. And at the crease was not Tendul¬ 
kar, hui Bal Thackeray. 

Silling among the thousands of 
people who had thronged the maidan to 
witness the sweanng'in of the new Shiv 
Sena government in Maharashtra. I 
could not help but feel a hdle isolated 
from this seemingly real expression of 
regional pride. Here was 1, represenu- 
tive of the xo<a]led liberal intelligent¬ 
sia. Imbued with politically correct secu¬ 
lar values, a member of the committee 
(hat had been formed a few years ago to 
protest against attacks on the media hy 
the Sena. Surmunding me was a crowd 
of Mahancshihan ihumphalists. There 
they were, heralding what they believed 
was the advent of a new Mar^a empi¬ 
re, convinced that after a long wait, their 
quest for a Maharashtrian identity had 
been realised. As Mr Thackeray grew 
increasingly belligerent, the cheering 
reached a crescendo. Fevget Panipai, 
history was being rewritten here. 

The emotionalism of the occasion 
made me wonder whether the so-called 

*mob* was really a gathering of the 

Maharashtrian middle class expressing 
(heir cultural rootedoess Thechaiiering 
classes may choose to dismiss them as 
lumpens btR perhaps, this was just the 
face of the new urban Indian middle 
class which was revealing itself The 
*mob* hazdiy fitted in with the violent, 
anarchic image of the Sena rank and file. 


hie hankers and insurance agents, men 
and svomen who you could hardly imagi¬ 
ne being involv^ in any act of noting. 
Yet. Ihey had voted the Shiv Sena-BJP 
alliance u> power and were proud of the 
fact. Economically issentve. parochial, 
fiercely anii-poliiician and wid) a era- 
V ing for strong leaders—this was urban 
India marching into the 21st century. 

Ii wa.s no differtru in Gan^inagar 
when Keshubhai Faiel was anointed ihe 
new chief minister. As the BJP inemberv 
sang to the marching lune of Vande 
Moronm, there seemed an energy and 
aggressiveness in their demeanour that 
one would hardly have imagined. It was 


again ax if the Ciuj&mti his 

bwhrcn hixl sudifcnly diH*overud 
nwsek. 

I n such gatherings, the convent- 
edULMted A ngl icised 1 i heral is confron¬ 
ted with the extent of his own marginali¬ 
sation, Pcfhaps fur mucti tsK) long, ihc 
Nehru vian elite has deluded 1 1 sc If into 
believing that regiunol and contmunal 
forces will be kept at bay by an all-India 
parly. Rui as we enter a posi-Congrcss 
polity, (he lexicon of political discourse 
is being altered. And whether wc like it 
or not. the lager men of ihc Bombtiy 
Cymkhana and the professional semina¬ 
rists of the India Iniemutional 


Sittiiii among tbe 
tboQsaods of people 
who had thronged 
ShivgjiPaitto 
witness the 

swearing-LD the new 
Shiv Sena govenuneot 
in Mahai^tra, i 
couklootbelpbutfed 
a little isolated from 
this seemiogty real 
expression (tfregioQal 
pride 
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Centre urc incrviis^ngly 
hein^ reduced to speciU' 
tors to a changing tndia. 

Ihc iransfonnuinm 
has been most marked in 
e<Kt surrtor b<K>mio w ns. 
(he showpieces of the 
few economic policies. 
Recent ejection results 
have only conrimied the 
iremi of urban voters 
being the imisf emhusi- 
asiic in embracing sat- 
l*ron forces. Kor Maha¬ 
rashtra and (Jujurui are 
atiKirig the most urhani- 


lal Thackirty (rt|lit)aiid RmMImI Patti: tht mwch tl tlw 
tiffrtflbrlfa^ 


lion cM' society and mou* 
thing plMiiudcs. By 
contraxt. a party which 
idcmiries strongly with a 
particular comotunity 
and advocates prcfcrtnti- 
al piHilics is being 

ravoured. 

W4aneni in panienUr 
appear ii> he swayed by 
(he dctnagi>gucry the 
champions ol ihe new. 
mtliiam conservaiism, 
Sadhvi Kitamhhuru and 
Ifmu Bhani aic tlie icons 
i>r the new order. h is 


sed slates mthecouniry. They are 
also the iwo slates which have received 
the maximum hertcHis of foreign invest* 
meni. Con vent iornil wisdom has it that 
the voting in die two states ix un 'anti* 
cstahlishment' vmc Bui (me needs lo 
liH^ hryond this and discover the fine 
coinc idence that ex I sts het ween Manmo 
hanoimcsaod the o/aru/fr mindset. 

Both the new economic policies and 
the Mindutva consolidation began 
arou nd i he same li me. Whi Ic one offered 
the 'modern' pronti.se to make India a 
part of the glc^al village, the other had 



the millenariafl objective of restoring 
put 'glortcx' While one raised the level 
of ecoDorroc competition at the work* 
pdace. the iHher heightened religious con* 
scKHi.ineXs^. While one slowly 
dismantled the safety net of the svelfare 
stale, the other destroyed Uw edifice of 
the secular .state. Together, they pnimo* 
ted a heady cocktail of consumensm and 
communaiism which the urhunhourg" 
eios 1 e hu lapped up. J vd as the free mar* 
kel creates a 'jrhaJ' for jobs, the maiwiir 
mentality promotes a sense of religious 
machismo. Indeed, both thew issues 
involve a form of social Darwinism 
where only the fittest can survive. In this 
scenario, .smaller and weaker griHips are 
sought to be actively discnminatcd 
against. 

Moreovcj, the fact that many of these 
cities like Bombay. Surat. Ahmcdabad 
have been witness to communal riotv 
has further pushed the meirr^ililan 
mind into a 'them' veraus 'u»* mindset. 
Il is no secret that the puliucal beneficia* 
ries of riot srtuanons are almost always 
(he parties which clgim to be 'defenders 
of the faith'. These parties prey on the 
anxieties and insecurities of Ihe middle 
class (hat law and order is breaking 
down. It then requires only one event 
like the bomb blasts of 1993 for the prrv 
paganda machine to achieve its goals. 

T he 'them* versus 'us' syndrrxtv hits 
also been reinforced a sense of 
social conservatism. Incieasi^lv 
urban conununitics arc consciiws ot' 
their roots, and their turf. For as a highly 
mobile middle cKas.sjs pushed i nio urban 
ghettos, (hey now seem more aware of 
their 'difTerences* with their nei^- 
bourj. Such groups feel that the tradiuu' 
nal Congrew type of wi shy'Waxhy pol iti' 
dan is loo busy appeasing every sec * 


no coincidcrK'c that viKing percentage 
among women in Cujarai and Maha* 
rashira was higher than ever before Or 
that the largc.si gatherings during the 
election campaign were ai Ihe .Sadhvj's 
rallies in riujarat. What struck me even 
more Whs iIk number of women who 
were present ai these rallies. For 
women, the Sadhvi's sennons (read 
Muslim*ba.shing) were appealing lor 
they saw in her a unique combination of 
religious devotion andjingoisiic fervour. 

This is Nomcwhui similar perhaps to 
what happened in Na/i Ciermany where 
Ihe women and the middle classes in 
general became ibc Tim >i* soldiers ol the 
Third Reich. Distnchanicd with the 
effete politics of the Weitrur RepuMic. 
they turned to the National SociaJiats to 
secure for them kinder, kirke, kuche 
ichildron. chureh and kiichenj. 

Bui will voting for the BJP and the 
Shiv Sena provide on answer to the mid* 
die class' dh VC for a new form of gover* 
nance** As the BJP rule in the Ahmeda* 
bad Munkipul Corporation and the 
Sena's tenure in the Bombay civic body 
has shown, the method of govemunce is 
no different to the Congress'. The same 
accusations of corruption and inefficicn* 
cy that had plagued the Congress were 
levelled against the sailron brigade. 

Perhaps then, the difference is really 
only in the message. The message of the 
miliiant conservatives i.s. a$ yet. an 
untried slogan, one which still evokes a 
sense of hope a.s opposed to the cynicism 
which is associated with the Congress. 
To that extent, it may be even desirable 
lhat panics like the BJP and die Shiv 
Sena come to power because only then 
can the message of unabashed porochi* 
altsin be demystified. * 

cwvMponMM mW M 4Aai«M AaMf 
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FOLLOW-UP 



On the trail 


The CBI finally arrests the Jain brothers, but is yet to pin them down 


I I look the Ontra} Bureau of Investi- 
(C'RO ihrue ye«r\ to arrest 
%.K. Jain, (hr itui/^aging director of 
(he Bhiiai bngineering Corporation 
(B EC}, two of his brothers and (he mana¬ 
ger of BHC Tor aJIeged vioJadoru of the 
Foreign Exchange Regulation Act 
(PERA} ancj the Prevention of Corrup¬ 
tion Aci. 

In May m\. (he CBI 
had conducted raids on 
the premises of (he Delhi* 
ha^ed hu iciness man and 
recovercci Rs 5H lakh^ in 
cosh. InJim Vikas Paira 
svorth Rs 10 lakh.s and US 

%2o.m. 

During (he course of 
the raids, the CBI had 
also seized two diaries 
and two notebooks from 
the Jains which had 
coded entries, indicating 
that H5 pubiic figures 
had been paid over Rs 53 
crores as hawahi money 
by the Jain^ between 
l98Sand 1991. 

Hk case hod hit natio¬ 
nal hcadlineii because of 
these coded entries. Not 
only were top 
bureaucrats (primarily 
from the pi>wer and steel 
sectors with which the 
Jains had direct dealings) 
named in the diaries, 
senior politicians like Kanul 
Nath. C. K. iaffer S harief. Otandra Shek¬ 
har arKt L.K. Advoni were also mentio* 
ned in the entries. 

Till as laie as July 1993 the CBI had 
not even suiited invesligauons against 
the Jains. A public litigation case against 
(be investigating agency was filed in the 
Supreme Cot^n. following which (he 
apex c(Tun i.ssued sevml strictures 
against (be CBI, holding it responsible 
for (he slow pace of investigations, 

Bui even (hough (he arrests were final¬ 
ly made lust week there wasn't much 
signihcancc aiuched lo (he belated 
action. OfYkials in (he CBI maintained 
(hai ilkc anxM^ were a mere formality. 
Nut only are (he cases agairtst the Jain^ 


haitabk — at the lime of wnung the 
Jams had applied fur bail — but senior 
officials maintian that the cases will 
drag on for yeara because the CBI is 
having prtiblms finding enough pnK>f 
to pin down ihe guilty. And if the CBI 
cannot c^dablish a ca&e against the Jams, 
no action can be taken against ihe pnliti- 



The CBI’s greatest problem 
is to prove that the Jains 
actiiailf bribed politicians. 
Giving iraiitical donations Is 
not a crime jw se. What has 
to be established is that the 
Jains got bonof its in rotum 
for these donations 


caJ leaden who bad allegedly accepted 
bribes from them. 

There ore primarily (wo caaes against 
the Jains: viuluion of PERA and ‘bri¬ 


bing people in authority' 

The case for the violation of FERA 
has been referred to (he enforcement 
directorate for further action, since this 
js the only body which can take action 
for violation of (his Act. 

Ofllcials in (he CBI. however, main- 
tarn (hat It is going to be extremely diHi* 
cult for the invesligaiing authority to 
establish that the money actually came 
from huHola dealings. To prove (bis. (he 
CBI will have to take ihc help ofauihori • 
ties in Dubai and Britain, where the 
.money has been traced. Bui .since irans* 
fer of HKiney in these two countries is 
noi a crime, there is not much help forth¬ 
coming for the CBI. 

Charges of corruption are going to be 
as difficult to prove. To begin with, the 
CBI will have to establish that the Joins 
got some bcncliis in exchange for the 
money that they allegedly paid to people 
in authority In the various ministeries 
with which they were dealing. 

For (his. no( only will the CBJ have to 
establish the idmtiiy of the pe<»ple 
involved, it will also have to determine 
the quantum of money that was paid. 
And that's not all. The CBI will then 
have to prove a nexus between (he Jains 
and the officials of the various govern¬ 
ment departments. 

Says a CBI official. "It is going to be 
extremely difficult to establish the fact 
that favours such a.s out-of-tum 
crmiracts. lo weri ng in prices of raw mate¬ 
rials for (heir sicel plants were actually 
done. What dM>uId not be forgotten Is 
(hat the Jains have been in (his business 
for a long lime and some of the contracts 
will also be legal. Differentiating bet¬ 
ween the two is whol is going lo pose 
problems." 

But the CBI') greatest problem is to 
prove that the Joi ns actual ly bribed pol id- 
clans. Giving political donations is not a 
crime per .re. What has to be established 
is lhai Uk Jains got benefits in return for 
these doiations. If ihot canrKK be done, 
then not only ore the Jains going (o get 
a wa)‘bui so will the polilicians who alle¬ 
gedly received money from (hem. » 
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Not too hot to touch 


Oil blaze: the Centre orders a probe into the ONGC-Neal Adams deal 


L ost fonnight. the Oil and Natural Fthfvufv Nccuum; of “persarui rtaHHiv". 
Ois Commi!»sion lONOC) and he iMi cucipUined k) Vnkn pein^cufn 
anny enpenv managed tu pui out minisier Ca|K. Saiish Shar^ about 
the fire ufier it raged for more than a ONGC's rKxiH;<K>per9lion He alwi lur- 


"■-t 

.-i-* 



month at the ONGC's Pasharlapudi <mI ned down peiroleum scciviary Vi^ay 
wch near Amalapuram in the Krishna* Kclkar'si^ertnulkthirigsovei. 
Godavari (KG) basin» Andhra Pradesh. ONOC sources contend that Aduns 
Bui the heat is on. had tried to impttse his decisions on the 

The Union petroleum ministry has cummissi<in\ ensis management team 
m»w asked Major-General S.C.N. Janar <CMT>. When the ONGC went slow on 
chalmuin of Oil India Ltd. to pmbe the his proposal on (he relief well — 

Neal Adams Fire* ( —— - — ■ 

tighters Inc. <NAF) uffair 
m an apparent witch-hunt 

m the rvearly Rs 20-cn}fe , 

ftanv. The NAK had • , 
bctiti flown in from the 
USA to cap the well And 
paid a fonitne. but the 
trouhlcslHHiierv wcni 
back without virtually 
doing anything. 

The enquiry aims at 
ruing moral responsibi* 
lily on the ONGC ii>p 
brass who invited the 
NAK. gave ihem mttre* 
ihan-due hype, and laicr 
tlefcndcd Adams alter he -- -_ _ 

walked oui <»n the ^-—^ 

contract. 

The iiiiniNtry s inose Natural gas gushingoutof ^ 

iii.do,B«i».ii.Th,pubiic 

(he issue in Parbanxnu OUtCF}* OVer the WOHd^S 

.igl.th'™joroiir,™had 

tant. Inicmaiional Well driven both the ONGC and m 

Si. id X ’ the petroleum ministry to 
an impostor seckun "instant sdution'* 

and call in the NAF 

pTiibc after the is 
cupped. A 

internal asHCssrrKni bs 

the ONGC* has ptil "nvirul r.?sponHihi- f involving a fee of UaS. 1 15 mrllioo—and 
lity" on three omciuN and oiw non- | insiicd ihc IWC for a nccoihI opinion 
olTlciid apuri from those concerned in I Adams was outraged. 

1 lie petroleum minisiiy | The persons now being Mamed for 

The public ou(crv over ihe world’s ; ihc liasco are ONGC' chairman S.K. 
ci ghih major oi I tl re hud dn s e n both the Manghk. di nxior < <Jr>l I ing) S .S. Puintal. 
ONGC und ihc petroleum ministry lo genaal manager icnivrdinMion) in the 
MMk an 'instaniNoluiiivn ’andcall inthe KG Busin M Rungaralan. and A.D. 
NAF. Bashm. CWOC’s Now out espert on 

Though Adams left in a huff on 24 contract. 


eighth major oil fire had 
driven both Ihe ONGC and 
the petroleum ministry to 
seek an "instant sdution'* 
and call in the NAF 


Both Bushin und PaintuI husc s.iul 
they were unhappv over ihe him oi* 
cvenis. Hashm said that h.ul he lieert 
allowed to lead ihcC'MT. lie would h;tvr 
cupped the well in 30(Liys. Bui ii is an 
(»pen secret Ihui ihe CMT ol ihe ONCK' 
refused to take orders from him as ihe 
team’s leader. K. Suiyununiviiila, did not 
endorse his methods, 

Bushin found him sell in the do^k 
since the revcluiion thui Adunis w iis 

.“•] ruH 4 lulhAedgcd rife* 

fighter and that his com* 
pony did noi ap[K*ar in iN* 
) list of the top 27 in ths* 
worid. In lacl. NAF luid 
worked in ihe Kuwait oil 

H fie Ids us a sub'Coniriw’ior 
fur a British t1rni. 
However, these facts 
waren’t rrvealed. though 
Adams railed coninin 
the hlu?e even ul'tcr JO 
days 

Larry KhuJmim. NAK 
viK presidcni, however. 
Mild later, "Wr have 
never sdainird lo he 
umctfig the big 27; 




j ONOC and IWC «Hp«r|^t«lilng0 
1 —cowd opinion 

‘ perhaps it wa^ done h> the ()N(if 
I If the current enquiry is all"wed u> 
run ib course:, ihore could very well he a 
second blow-out m ihc puhia see lor 
giurii ml compnay • 











Hindenburg and Alexander: Hitler and Bal Thackeray 


I 




k’ 






i -i 


A’ 



S’ 


4^ % 




V 


Bal ^Hitler^ 
Thackeray has 
announced that his 
top priority will be 
the identification 
and deportation of 
"Pakistanis'^ and 
"Bangladeshis". 
Everyone knows 
that the words in 
inverted commas 
are Shiv Senavese 
for "Muslims" 



Bom in 1847, Paul 
von Bcncckendorf 
und Hindenburg 
hud u di:(iingui* 
Oied career in the 
Gcrirun army and 
retired to Hanover 
in 1911 'because 
there would not be 
another war To 
right*. Bom in 1921. PC. Alexander 
had a dit<linguUhcd career in the Indian 
AdminiKtraiivc Service and retired to 
Geneva in 1977 bec8U'>e thea* would not 
he armther Indira Gandhi to M:rvc. 

When the Great War bn>kc out in 
1914. Hindenhurg was summoned hack 
from rettrement to take charge ol the 
Btsiem Front. He routed the Russian’^ at 
(he Bouie of Tonnenherg and became a 
nutiunal hero. 'The Wooden Titan' waK 
what a gratetul C»erman nation called 
him, When Indira Gandhi returned 
triumphantly to power in 198(1. Alexan* 
dcr was summoned hock from Geneva. 
He hecamc Mrs Gandhi's indispensable 
right hand, soinewhat wooden in expres* 
sion, true, but still a hero to a grateful 
nation. 

When the war ended, Hindenburg. 
broken by what he called "the stab in the 
back* of the generals who lost the war 
for Germany, left public life altogether. 
Friedrich Ebert beevae the ftrst Presi* 
dent of the Weimar Republic that succec* 
ded dK collapse of the Kaixer’s monar* 
chy. Ebert died in 1925. And Germany 
turned once again to its legend in his life¬ 
time. Paul von Hindenburg. to become, 
despite his great age, the second Presl' 
dent of democraiic Germany. 

Within weeks of Rajiv Gandhi succee¬ 
ding his mother arid winning the elcc- 
tiom of December 19S4, Alexander was 
stabbed in die back by a ring of spies in 
his private o0icc and left public office 
altogether. But India turned to him once 
more once the dust had settled. AAer a 
term as high commisHoner in London 
and another as Governor of Tamil Nadu. 
Alexander a^arenlly went possum. In 












DN OF THE REICH 


faci, as as Governor Subramaniajn 
commitied his infamous indiscretion. 
P C. Alexander emerged in yet aiwiher 
incamaiion. this time as Governor of 
Ma)iara<hira, 

1URMJLCNCC IN the pc^iticx of Wei¬ 
mar Germany led to President Hinden- 
burg being compelled to gram an audien¬ 
ce in the ^sidential Pal^e lo (he upco¬ 
ming rabble-n>user. Adolf Hitler, on 10 
Ociober, M\. Outraged at (he thought 
* of having to treat with "that Austrian cor¬ 
poral'' on terms of equality. Hindenburg 
arranged to have all the chairs removed 
'. Irom the room in which Hiller was 
! ’ received. This saved him the embarras- 
, \meiu of having to invite his subaltern to 
I tji kt! a seat or break bread w i Lh him. 

, He lemiinaied (he interview in a few 
di^tasieful minutes, Less than IH 
months later, on 30 ianuary, 1933. the 
great uh sKicrai of Che old order had to suf¬ 
fer the humiliation of itwearlng in the 
same Adolf < ^hicktegniber) Hitler as 
the Chancellor of the Reieh. 

Through the first 18 months and more 
of his governorship. Governor Alexan* 
dcr hud no cul I to see the doors of hi s Raj 
Bhuvan darkened by the looming 
menace of Bal Thackeray. Now. he has 
had to suffer the humiliation of swearing 
tn this neo-FuehrerS nominee as chief 
in I n jsier of Maharashtra. 



r.C. AlaKJwOr aufNfta<M 
NufMlHatton of owooriog In 
TIioelMroy’a noaNnaa na CM of 


Hider ctl^raied his swearing-in with 
an unprecedented torch-light parade 
down Berlin's Unter den Linden by his 
SB goons. The Shiv Sena supremo cek- 


braicd his victory with an unpreceden¬ 
ted swearing-in rally ut Shivaji Park 
organised by hiv S.S (Shiv Sena I goons. 

There wav one d i iTcaMicc. t hough. bci - 
ween Hiller and Thackeray. Hiller 
swore hintself in and goi his righl-hanJ 
man. Wilhelm Rochm, chief of the SS. 
to lead the lorch-lighl parade. Thackeray 
Arranged for his Wilhelm Roehm. Mono- 
har Jushi. in be sworn in us chief 
minister —on the clear undersiandmg. 
as Thackeray hiinsell so dclicuiely pul 
il. that Jovhi would be operating under 
"reinote control". Hitler liquidated 
Roehm less than a yeur-and a-half later, 
on .M)June, 19.34.1 would advise Mano- 
hor Joshi in watch out for what is hound 
to happen much earlier than that. 

IT k$ mH Sharod Paw;ir and Murli l)cnra 
who have lost tlte eleciions in Maha¬ 
rashtra. The real losers are L.K. Advani 
and the Bharatiya Janata Parly (BJP). 
IVy have mortgaged themselves and 
their future lo a fa-scisi without com punc - 
lion^. The parallel with Hitler's Germa¬ 
ny is instfuctive. Hiller's Nazis were 
able to cortK to power only because 
Alfred Kugenberg and his (kiman 
National People's Party (which transla¬ 
tes into Hindi as the Oermuniya ianalu 
Party!) entered into a totally unprin¬ 
cipled electoral alliance with the Nazis 
to bring them to power. 


HumlradsoftiKwsaiieiof 
Geman Jm vdM for Mtlir 
and ttw Nails bi tht oitrtloiii 
afimibvtiMugrttte 
Halts In p swsr w onld he 
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Advani has proved 
himself the Hugenberg of 
Maharashtra. If Rochm's 
fate awaits chief minister 
Manr^tar Joshi, I have no 
doubt Thackeray is 
already planning for 
Advani the fate which 
Hiller reserved for 
Hugenberg. (For (he 
recitfd. Hugenberg was 
disfrussed trom his p<M 
a$ minister of food and 
agriculture in June 19.33. 
weeks after Hiller got the 
German Reichstag to 
pass the Unabling Ijiw 
which made Hitler dicta¬ 
tor of Germany for the 
rest of his evil life. Uhink 
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June 1995 would be ihe right <Jjie to give 
for the first dismissal of a BiP minister 
1'rom ThackerayS rcmoie-contndicd 
government?) 

Bal Uitlcr' Thackeray has announ* 
ced that his top priority will be the idend* 
fication and depsmation of "Pakistanis' 
and 'Bangladeshis'’, tiverycine. inclu' 
ding the Mumbai Muslims who have 
voted the Shiv Sena to power, knows 
that the words in mvened commas are 
Shiv Senavese for ’MusJirru', 
Hundreds of thousands of German Jesvs 
voted for (filler and the No/is in the elec* 
tions of I9X) They thcKight the Nazis in 
power wouid be compelled to become 
"responsible". 

If Thackeray is ullowed to have his 
way. Bombay will Kxomu a BeUen and 
all of Mumt4i a Treblinka. We have lo 
see that docs not happen. More to the 
point, it now becomes Advani's respon* 
sibilUy to see that hH senior partner in 
Mumbai behaves. But who has ever sue* 
cccdcd in making the Shiv Sena supre¬ 
mo behave? Hitler’s mother, the afore¬ 
said Ms Shicklegrvber. couldn't. Has 
anyeme ever heard of anyortc who could 
whip Thaekeruy iniu line? 

ADVAN1 ALSO has to ensure that the 
non-Maharashtrians of Bombay are not 
treated the way Hitler treated the non* 
Aryan Slavs of Ihc German homeJund. 
That is going to prove much more difft* 
cult than forcAUlling Auschwitz in Bom¬ 
bay. Thackeray has the gall lo announce 


It is not Sharad Pawar and 
Murii Deora who have lost the 
elections in Maharashtra. The 
real losers are L.K. Advani and 
the 6JP. They have mortgaged 
themselves and their future to 
a fascist without 
compunctions 


I that he will ban immigration into Mum* 
1 bai once he has some chowb constiucied 
for those who are there already. No one 
has dared to tell ihc supremo that ban¬ 
ning immigratism i ato Mumbai i $ uncon* 
scituiional. It will be Ihe remote* 
contn^led BJP*& duty to leach ‘Hiacke* 
ray ihe niceties of the Constitution. That 
will he a mile more difTicult than 
teaching Harvhad Mehta to lisp. "Sarwi* 

m^va Jayaie’. 

• 

I say it is Advani. Munde and the BIP 

who are the real losers in the Maha¬ 
rashtra elections because (hey will either 
have to siifTer Thackeny's remote 
control or find their fragile alliance 
collapsing. 

The por'var first lost polilJcaJ 
legitimacy when they kt themselves be 
taken over by the remote control of a 
dastardly assasMO called Nathu Ram 


Godse. It look them deaedes to recover 
from that loss of moral stature. 

In exactly the same way, Advani and 
the leadership of the BJP forfeited the 
confidence of most of the slates they 
were ruling when they showed them¬ 
selves (o be lacking in moral strength ic 
stand up lo their goons disguised as k/ir 
sewaLr who systematically pick-axed Ihc 
Babn Masjid in wanton defiance of 
every promise Advani and Kalyan 
Singh had made to the courts, to Parlia¬ 
ment and (he nation. 

The BJP will be compelled by Thacke¬ 
ray to make moral choices once again 
within months, indeed weeks. Ifihey era- 
venly surreiMier to his Nazi dictates, as 
they have consisiently done in the past, 
the whole country will sneer at this k>i 
which objects to the criminalisation of 
politics, (hen avidly collaborates in this 
politicisation of enminaJs. If. on the 
oth^ hand, the BJP stands up to the 
supremo's nonsense, (he new govern- 
men! sworn in by India's Hindenburg 
will coUi^ise like a house of cards. 

Unlike Seshan. 1 am neither an astrolo¬ 
ger nor do I believe in astrology. But you 
don't have to be a Vaideeswaran K^il 
fosifr (0 predict that the next state Assem¬ 
bly elections to the Mabarashiia legisla¬ 
ture will take place along with the Lok 
Sabha elections in February-March 
19961« 


fTht «««• avmM If fW tn ncM oi Dw 

tufiortMdo P^tpjfpofin oenMiuWwi oMeof mMnwv 
cfftfCongfm$fmfrr'9oe$0of} 
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PLAYING 


WITH FIRE 



9 * 


An unconcerned government and 
irresponsible builders turn Bombay into a 

powder-keg 




\ IV u iiighimua* ihal every rcskicnt builders* cimccm. 
of Humbity huv u* live with. The In l*)04, the BiHiibuy lire ikpanuK u 
sk ysc nipi'rs i ha i dot l he ciiy *s ivcvi vod 6.7ftf) vhji i if wIik h >uihj 
skyline nuy have curiici) BiHnl^y 3.5(N) were mrluul Tin: hreuk uuis. And 
rhe sUUi.s of Jmlp's Miinhuitun. ground 25 per ccni were, whai Kulkumi 
but ihe«c la 11 and iniprevsive stfiK'Hires calls. c<Miin>ercial liiv cauH^i by gas 
arc virtual tirxlcr*buses. Many til' ihcni vspli>MtMis. rktirival i>vcrfK*aiing. illc* 
lack even the basic Arc safely measures gal chemical sioragc and Ihc like. A 
and a small fire sumcwhvn' could lum large number of these isanniericial fires 
Ihc whole bii i Id 1 ng inio a lowering i n fer* were, according lo Ku I kami. due ui ’bad 
m>. Says DJ. Kulkami. 1 he chief fire oH'r- housekeeping and had inainicmuHc". 


txr of Ihc Bombay hire 
"The cili/ens of . 

Bi»ruhay are very con¬ 
scious of alerting the Tire ' 
brigiide. but mil at all con¬ 
scious of fire 
precautions.* 

In fact, Kulkami and 
his men's concern arc noc 
Ihc old buildings, but the 
new skyscrapers that aa* 
c^Koing up in B<icnhay 
and its suburbs. Anaculc 
shortage ol land in ihc 
city coupled with ihe 
growing pressure of a 
huge workforce led the 
government lo sanciion 
the construction of high- 
rises indiscriminaicly. 
What’s more, it is com* 
moii enough among 
builders in the city lo vio> 
late sanctioned regula¬ 
tions and carry on 
building well above the 
permissible level. All (his 
has made the^c new con- 
suuclions highly inflam- . 
inable material. What's ^ 
more, installing proper * 
fire fighting measures is t, 
(he Icasi of ihe>c i 


Brigade. I Kulkami says iful most of the Arcs in 


Fire-f IgMers tottBn) a Maa: f Klat tlie heat 



oBlces break out because of a lack tifcim 
cem among the oBIce and factory staff. 

For instance. Kulkami has calculuicd 
that in at least 10 per ccni cases, 11 res 
were caused hcuiuse c<»nipu(crs and air* 
ctAdiliiHKrs in a oificc were not 
switched off when it cUiscd lor iIk duy. 
<Ktcn, main switches arc not .vwitched 
off and the electrical wirings are faulty 
iir ukl. What's niorc, wooden partitions 
and interior Ju’unUions add lo the pro* 
Nems of the ci ly * s fi re* fi ghiers. 

There are other safety norms IhU' arc 
often violated. For im;t:incc. most of the 
offices in 6s>mhny have Just one enlmn* 
ce. Though (his is to save prccioas 
space, Kulkami says that such a move 
could he dangerous if a Arc breaks out. 
What's more, must builders nowadays 
avoid windows because of the pressure 
on space. *niis otily adds to the Are- 
f1ghtcr>' worries as windows often 
remain the only place (hnmgb which 
they can break in during a fire. 
Moreover, as Kulkami explains. *'Whcn 
we enter a burning mom. we Arst open 
all the windows to let ihc smoke escape. 
Ventilation is vital to us, which Ihc 
builder, never understand * The veteran 
Arc'llghtcf lamcnis that in the tnaJ rush 
loget (he maximum rvlums from space, 
il IS '’safely" which is given least 
considmiion. 











he skysc rapers 
thaldot the city's 
skyline may have 
earned Bombay the 
status of India's 
Manhattan, but these 
tall and impressive 
structures are virtual 
tinder-boxes. Many of 
r them lack the bask 
tH re safety measures 


H ow iiuiny hi);li-jiscs in Hoiiiksy 
htiasi <>l tlw 0(c sarciy bOMC'k lhj( 
Kulkiinii cnui^K'niiCN? "Sluit\*;isc «iihI 
should have Jirvet >eruMdUons 
NO thii; snmU ik'csn'l h.nnpvr iIk* firv- 
I'l^hiciN. Comdurv should he iniiumurii 
111 live I'cci in haNHhh Alon^ with this, 
(ho diM»r (hui Ic.hIs lo (Ik Mdiausc should 
hk' .1 M.dl closmp one ibui opens m die 
direction o| ihc people esciipiiii*. Arul 
I he J(H>r should he a mini mum 40 in in 
Nolid'Core wiMxk'n diHK ^ vRjdiiincd j 
lire brigade oIficul. 

Mk>ret>ver, even where hiph-nscs 
l)<ivc such I'acililics iis airy corridors. 
IKinabIc firccxirnguishcrs. smoko dcicc 
lois und firNl-md hose reel, Ihcsc e^lJlp* 
menls <kj nol funciion during ciiKrgcn- 
cics due lo lack of muinicnancc. 

Bui the mosi scri ous probic m i hai fire- 
fighicrs in B<tnibdy face is ihai there is 
very I idle open space available bclwcen 
two buildings iVom where they can ope* 
rale. ~Hur a high-nse, we a mmi- 
mum of 40 feel (>pcn space surrounding 
the building, tf we don'i get this, we 
can't use the lalf ladden and On: lenders 
cannot upente cflectively,* c\plains a 
Tire brigade ofTieial. Architects, ofeour* 
'Vi argue (hat Ihia siipulaicd ‘open 
space" is aiwoya there, hut this is often 
used H& 8 parking kx by the of5cn. 


SiHiKthing wliKh they can Jo liltJc 
nboul, 

*rhc govcmmcni. hso, i.s n> he partly 
blamed fiw the slate of affairs “YK: 
building JcpartnK'ni is supposed lo 
check the buildings once every three 
years. Nil this is nev'cr done.' says Kul* 
kami lie explains that a kx <4* liies 
hraiK out Nxause N ‘old eleeincal 
wiring, ovcrtiuding and unautNmscd 
ei>flneeth>ns‘. 

TlK govcfnnvni has also Nvn very 
slow lo aceepl nxiMnincraiitions made 
by ihc city lire hngadc fixmi linK lo 
lime. In I96K. fiir instance, when high* 
riwrs were jus! esmting up. the HiHnbay 
lire Brigade mask* certain recommenda* 
lUms ha.sal on the fire safely regulations 
d the Sydney and tAJDtinii hire Bri* 
gades. They were accepted by the autho* 
rilics only in 1975. Since ihen. Kul kami 
and fns men have been relemlcssJy cam¬ 
paigning for in^iving the fire .safely 
Standards in the City A partial siico-ss 
came his way wbrn the New Develop- 
men! C'ontml Rcgulaiions. M>91. inlro- 
duced siringvni lire safety nurnis. 

At present, (he Maharashtra govern* 
merit is scnou.sly thinking in terms ut 
promulgating a I'lit PrMcctioci Act. 
Once implemented, the Act will vesi 
more powers in the city's fire chief. 


making him as Kulkmm puls it. "an 
aclioiMuKinp man". Uialcr llic present 
Bombay Municipal ('orpoiadon Act, 
iIk* fin: brigaiL* isjusi an agi'ncy spcciaii* 
sing in dousing flames. Ihc new Act 
will nuke if a* f1a* Nigaslc into a reguialo* 
ry NxJy as well. 

And the Ikxnhay Ha* Brigade is 
already gciiring up lo |>crlorm >ls new 
rsik*. Ii Nis alru^Hiy .Nougfii the help ol the 
Hmnhay l•.lccl^ic Supply and Pfanspori 
('oinpany and ihc Boitihay Suhorhan 
Ideclhc Supply Company lo carry oul 
ckxirical checks iii all Ihc old Ni if dings 
of thcuiy. 

Bui there arc s<*vcnil handicaps that 
IIk* fire brigade wilt have to oveicomc if 
ii IS lo he a sucxress. Tor <»nc, ilie isjuip 
incnl needs to be upgraded. "Our ccimp* 
men! is rnrihing cixnparcd lo Ihc Ore bn * 
gades in western ciiics of the same si/c 
as Bombay. We have just 47 life len¬ 
ders. ihrec sntirkcK, four lumtahlc lad- 
dcs.s and i>oc hrunlo sky f illi»f«mns 
Ktilkarni SNxtagc of personnel is ano¬ 
ther problem. Ai ihe moment, Ihc Bom¬ 
bay I'ire Brigade has a staff «>f 2lX) nK‘n 
opCTuling from 23 fire siaiions Bui, as 
Kulkarai says, dc.spiie the handicaps, his 
rrK'naR;doingairvmcrKJiHJsj<ih. • 
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A STATE 


ADR FT 


T he MW Congress government 
in Manipur has its hands full. 
Ethnic strife, insurgency, cor* 
niption — (Iw doddering regi> 
cne of chief minister Rishang 
Keishing hslis being pulkd apart, if it 
fails (o curb (be factors chipping away at 
state power. The Mciteis are fighdng the 
Nagas. (he Nagas are fighting the Kukis, 
underground extremists are waging a 
nagging secessionist bush war and 
money for development is going down a 
bottomless pit. Acukitwon’t he easy for 
Keishing to putt dV^lBte hack fiom the 
edge of a precipice. 

Man ipur ’ $ overground politica is geo* 
ing as hopelessly polarised on cUink 
lines as that of its underground. The sta¬ 
te's hill region is home to two large tri¬ 
bal groups, the Nagas and the Kulci- 
M irx>Oditt. who are up in aims against 
(he Indian state. 

Bui over the last five years, militias 
hoo these two predominantly Chriaban 


tribes have fought each other, killing 
more than a thousand people on both 
sides. Mediation by the ^r^ the tradi¬ 
tional peacemaker in the north-cast, has 
failed as sources m the ckrgy say that 
the church itself is split on ethnic lines. 

nUs conflki will destroy us all 
unless it's stopped. We must r^ise we 
all have a right to homelands.* said T. 
Gougin. a Kuki leader who intends to 
unite his kicumen across natkmal fron¬ 
tiers into a great *Zofni natioa*. But in a 
place like Maa^. with a lii^y mixed 
population, teeritahal visions of home¬ 
lands arc hound to trigger conflicts. 

And now. relations betw e e n Nagas 
and the Hindu Meiids. the majority eth¬ 
nic group in the In^ihal Valley, isb^no- 
ing lo sour. It begM with bickerings 
over the Manipur land regulations, 
which allow irib^ tobuy larsd in (Ik val¬ 
ley bill forbid Meilds from doing the 
same in (he hills. 


Heelings hardened funber when rhe 
National Socialist Council of Nagaland 
(NSCN), the outlawed Naga insurgent 
group, demanded the incorporaiiun of 
Manipur's Naga-dominaicd areas inio 
their envision^ "Grcaier Nagaland". 
Hnally. a strike early (his year by Mar i- 
pur's transport owners protesting 
extortions by Naga rebels lent this eth¬ 
nic animosity a durpedge. 

The demand fur a "Greater Nagaland" 
still hypes up the various Naga tribes, 
especially those living outside 
Nagaland, and (his territorial aspiration 
has only increa.sed since (he Naga-Kuki 
dashes erupted. ITte NSCN has. by stok- 
iog Naga nationalism, dune its bit m wid¬ 
en ethnk chasms. 

While tlw N^N IK consolidating 
itself even among those Naga tribes (hat 
were not loyal to it earlier, the house of 
the Mdteis is hardly io order. The religi¬ 
ous riots of 1993. appear lo have made 
(he Meitei-Pangal divide (Manipuri 
Muslims are referred to as Pangals) 
unbridgeable. Seven) anti-Muslim 
groupi have mushroomed and though 














ripTvareiws 


they in>isl they arc targclin^ R^ngliKk*' 
sh(^ imly. Kliuiiic outfils - a new 
phenumcnon in Miinipur • • allege that 
Hindu fund^imcnlulism i.s (vi Ihc aM.’cnl 
among (he Meitcih. 


Rajkumar Ranjan: The sUie govern* 
men(*.« claim of an 80 per cent fore&i 
cover is plain rubhish." SlncMiic surveys 
indicaic that ihe canopy is down u> an 
alarm! ng fi vc per eeM. 

TTk state' % rich (I mher resources have 
been axed and pilfered by (Kganised 
gangs enjoying robust poliiscal patrona* 
gc. Agrees Manipur’s customs chier 
l>onal<l Inpi: 'Timber is beginning lo 
lop the made by my dq^* 

mcni. Very big fishes are involved." 

With no hreakthniugh in agricullurc. 
rarmerv. particularly in the hills, are turn* 
mg lo poppy culiivaiion to feed heroin 
factories across the border in Iturrna, 
Security fcvccs have destroyed vime 
Mich planiaiions. hut have failed lo 
break the grsiwers* resilience TV result 
is a thriving drug niariri and runaway 
spreadof IIIV.the deadly AIDS virus, 

PrvvHNLs govemmenis have failed to 


dian Rs 12 crore. have been Hashed ii 
tkrwspapcrs. Several miniKlcrs am 
senior hureaucniLs have been iniplica 
ted. Financial indiscipline is so perva 
si VC that orte ofTlcial feh it was lime U 
rename the state “M<Niey-pur*', 

Rebel armies run a parallel aUnii 
nistnuion in large iracis of the state 
They hold cercuHinial trials and <iftci 
kill informers, hluc^filni makers. dfU] 
peddlers and perMms they find pofiticiil 
ly unoixrprablc. llic insurgents ruiM 
funds and even governinent official: 
have to pay up every month. Strikes call 
cd by ihem are total 

in the hills, rhe NSC'N has even sue 
ceeded in enforcing a conscript ion cchIc 
** every ten families in u village iitus' 
provitle a recruit to the ^'hcl foae. Am! 
their striking t’^iwcr i.s beginning ii: 
wtxry even i<»pmach iniliiury enmman* 
ders. The guerrillas have hit sa'urtiy f(>i« 
ex's regularly* more than Nolilicrs, 
paraniihury pervmncl and policemen 
have been killed simx ianitury HhM. 
Po/xDs of weapons have been smilelicd 
away at i lines with I ii He rc si stance, 

S ay s 1 nd lan A niy e h ief Gcnerul Shan • 
kar Roy f'hnwdhury “rhe .viiualum in 
Manipur is far worse ihan m Kashmir. ’ 
And the exintmisls are beginning 1<» 
improvise new lacfics. In January, Mani* 
pur l^dree uNiimarulos goi a call saying 
the rebels had hijacked a car. When they 
spotted iftc abandoned vehicle and open¬ 
ed it. the policemen were blown u» 
pieces 

Yet another tactic of the n:be1s is lo 
provoke a figlu in a crowdeal urban een* 


Wi; 


at adds lo Mani* 
pur's woes is ramp*. 


ant corruption and chro¬ 
nic insurgency. Since the 
la(e Seveniies, rebel 
groups have fcwghl to 
press their sece.i.sionisi 
agenda, while lack of 
development and stagnat¬ 
ing agriculfure have 


made the state heavily dependent on out¬ 
side suf^tes. 

Of the Male’s 95.890-heciaTe farm¬ 
lands. only 4J 52 hectares can be double- 
cropped. Conimercial plantations don't 
exist and rice produciioa has remained 
stalk at around 4 lakh tonnes, leaving an 
arutual deficit of around 1 lakh tonnes. 

Much of Manipur’s land area is classi¬ 
fied as foTcsu, but the actual cover bas 
shrunk badly. Says environmemalist 


control (he malaise. Four regimes in five 
years, a 12-monlh inlerregnum in the 
form of Pre%ident's RuJe, and the spectre 
of mure insubility doesn't auger well 
for a state desperately in need of gover- 
naiK'C. Many Manipuris vouch that they 
were "happy with Preskknt's Rule'. 

CorrupUun is rampant. The loeaJ 
press htt reported a number of major 
financial scandals, lo Ihc last five years, 
at least six huge scams, involving more 


t/c by opening fire and running uway. 
provoking panicky polkerrKn lo go ber¬ 
serk with batons and builds. Such poli¬ 
ce acuon.s have led to the kill i ng of seve¬ 
ral civilians and (he alienation of the 
people. 

Il's a vicious cycle in which Manipur 
appears to be hopelessly iKokcd. • 







THERE ARE TIMES WHEN 


Ul^lcs^ VIHI ht)vc WHiu'iliinu cxiM fn rulo <»n, thiiip 
oKilJ ol loiiirol. 

T;ikv :t iir<Kip 111 icxiiU' nulls, wlucK rupnaJ 
MimcthiiittiHil uf the I'ulin.iry f*ii iheir spa itn ihtJs. 
A vusMmiHxl viUnion. nn Icn>. 

violivcrixl. Willi extra enyincermy. 

SfHVinl Lli»i HIT coiupresxifs wvre cusumi'Jisiuiwcl 
.iiHlinjiit riiiucci ihvirsiXHiilKMliuus'J<nvu li)>t;uiilhv 
in<Klimes to keep prtx^uciiviiy al a Iiil!Ii 

This’ reliahiluy p.xkai^' toninines to I’enerale 
repent dialers un a re»iiilar Kims for hliii. 

The Extra Principle 

Pul a little extra Mnnethini* inio evvryihinj4. 

Time’s what kwps us * K'y\>ni.l ilic dt'iuand.s 
(»f the situ It Kin. You’ll find this principle at work 
m cver\ »tfea <if imr operation. 


FotiMlIitf dMaiUwriivfoflOllftUIPMINTSLIMniD. tegd Olfic* Indn 
How. IrKhytood. Coimhot^ft 64)018 r«l ? 10155 Gromi 'HYDRAUirCS' 
ToIm 0955 Fa> 422 ? U34i Call Alwdibad: T«l 427736.4091)2 
427613 5543599.576638,562936 lh«foltI«l 564733 

565560 4lH*b«MS«r«rt M 411423. 5657) 




WE ALL APPRECIATE A LITTLE E^TRA SOMETHING. 


IIhmvs value aJJal 10 cvvr> Uerail. inm the 
ilrawinu Kt.ird I0 ihi* final fini>hal prixlui r. 

Su wUcihiT d’^ ihc ciHoiniscJ M>Uuior> yiHi arv 
or rlu' vaM r.inui* of .nr coinpn'N .«4 irs Elf'i 
iiftcT**, you'd Jjsci'vcf rlu* vxrra principle. 

Extra Service - The Edge 

SvTvuc .It lilgi has always been iitKiniJiiional- 
Ai\ extra th.u vioesn’i cnine wirh a price. That's 
hveause we .ire pnuiJ oi whai we make. 
.-\nd we’ll do anything 10 keep them going. 
I'rool id wliK h yiu]*ll hiul in leading puhljo 
and private 
Cl 'mp.inii*s. 

For Mipport 

'• AIR COMPReSSORS 

you e.in count 

on, talk CO us. 


E-TRA ENGINEERING 




The Elgi Air Ccwnpt tM of rwns^ includes 
Motor/EngliW' driven, StAtionarv/Pbrtable 
modeb hr i variery of apptkjaioni. Hotery 
Screw CoapreMon ueavtibhle with drive* 

frum 2C HP ti3 600 HP. cspacctlcs fnsn 50 
CFM ID 1600 CfM and prcasurei upto 350 
PSJG. RecipfocatingAirCompmsun.hoth 
heie or tsnk mounted venioiw sire evvibblr 
with drives frcoi 0.5 HP to ^ Hr, cipocitks 
fromiC^co 120CFM end pressures upto 
950PSiC. Custooi'built veotons fur specific 
Applications are also available. 
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Understanding the real Bal Thackeray and the new 

power equations 


t is ihe year of ibe phoenix. In Andhra Pradesh, an ageing filmsiai beats the 
odds—and a clearly deteriorating health situation—to bounce back to power 
and dream once again of setting up a National Front. 

La.st month. Bombay celebrated the birth centenary of iu most celebrated 
phoenix. In 1977. when his career was thought to be over, Morarji Desai 
emerged out of semi-retirement to mie India. 

And now. the city has arx^her phoenix: Bal Thackeray rises from Ihe ashes of 
Sharad Pawar's career. 

Like Morat}i in 1977. Bal Thackeray has been around for I onger than most people 
can rem e mb e r. When he founded his Shiv Sena in 1966. Indira Gandhi had just 
become Prime Minister for the first time; Lyndon Johnstm was the President of Ibe 
US and Teesri Afon^Y, starring Shammi Kapoor and Asha Parekh. was die biggest hit 
of the year. 

Indira Gandhi and Lyndon Johnson have since been relegated to history text 
books, whiJe Shammi Kapoor and A^ Parekh no longer bother to hide the ravages 
of their age. But Bal Thackeray, alone, has steadfastly renuiined a part of the 
Maharaslura landsc^—hard to \gnon, but just as hard to take seriously. 

Every ponouncement of hismakes headlines and every statement has been 
designed to sting; whether it's praising Nathurvn Codse or heaping pnedict^le 
abuse on Muslims. Yek des^te the vitriol. Thackeray has always been treattd as the 
joker of the pack. After all, how serious can you get about a man whose fetish for 
warm, prefe^ly fl^ beer is legendary in every Bcmtbay tid^? 


Manohar Joshi 
(right) has said 
that H te entirely 
duetothe 
Uessiresof 
Balasaheb 
Thackeray that 
he has got the lop 
job In 











THE RISE or THE SHIV SENA 
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up A power lUlion at Dabhol. The fate of 
the over Rs 9.000 crore project is now a 
bif question mark as senior Shiv Sena 
ar^ BJP leaders have announced a deui* 


\ hm f liishH 




Very. The wawer look 29 years in 
condng. But confounding every poliii* 
caJ pundit. Ibe Shiv Sena boss h» 
proved to be his own astrologer. Nobo¬ 
dy believed him when he claimed that 
the saffron flag would fly atop the 
Vidhan Bhavtn. But he was right. And 
Bombay's joker is now its king, 

T his was evident at the swearing-in of 
the new government. Doing away 
with the convention of formally assu¬ 
ming office at the Governor’s residence. 
Raj Bhavan, Thackeray chose to have 
his govenunent ushered in at Shivaji 
Paric—the venue of most political ral¬ 
lies and the birtl^ace of many of Bom¬ 
bay *8 cricket legends. 

The swearing-in had all the flavour of 
a triumphant rally. Shivgii Park is. after 
all. in Dadar. the heartlar^ of Shiv Sena 
support, and the party had claimed 30 
out of 34 AasembI y seats in Bombay. 

Cessed in a cream safari suit and a 
red turban. Maharashtra's new chief 
minister, Manohar Ggjanan Joshi. 
looked every inch the prosperous busi¬ 
nessman that he is. To the collective roar 
of the two-lakh-odd supporters of the 
new fovemmeni. Joshi took the oath of 


office. Later, the Bharaiiya Janata 
Party's (BJP) Oopinaib Munde. who 
had been leader of the Opposition in the 
last Assembly, look his p^e as the sta¬ 
te ' s new deputy chief minister. 

As the shouts of Jai Shivayt, Jai Bha~ 
vd/it ripped through the crowd. Joshi tou¬ 
ched the feet of his boss and made his 
flrst speech as the chief minister. He said 
it was entirely due to the blessings of 
Baiasaheb Thackeray that he had got the 
job and was glad that his mentor's 
dream ^ estaMishing the rule oS Shivaji 
had finally corrte Due. 

But it was left to Thackeray himself to 
make the usual policy announcenttuts 
— a right usually reserved for the chief 
rmnister. At once, he laid down the 
government's priorities: migmion lo 
Bombay will be stopped once the Shiv 
Sena-BJP alliance had fulfilled iu pro- 
nuse of providing 40 lakh houses lo 
slum dwellers, and illegal Bangladeahi 
immigrmu would be thrown out of Oie 
capit^. 

There are. of course, other items on 
the government's agenda. 

Top of the list is the future of the 
Enron projea. which has proposed lo set 
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Jed enquiry mfo how the pn^ect was the demolition of the Babri Masjid 
swarded without floating a global lender *Balasaheb has declared that tfiere is 
Then there is the fate of the Snknshna going to be a Cited time (unit for these 
probe into the Bombay note following inquinei,* says Pramod Navalkar. a 


senior Samik and a recenUy 
inducted minisler ki the new Cabi&et. "1 
is high time we did this. We canno 
allow things to drag on and on * 

But for alt the rhetoric about iUega 
immigrants bang thrown out. the nev 
government in Mtfunshira promise* 
nothing radically different from the pre 
vious me. 

Oo the economic front — and Bom 
bay remains the commercial capital oi 
the country — nothing has changed 
Nothing wilt, ‘nuefceray ii on recorc 
saying that his government does oo 
plan lo change the economic reformi 
policy of Manmohan Singh. In an inter* 
view to Doordanhan. Thackeray clari* 
fled that his government would continiM 
to welcome foreign inveiiment and 
coun multinationals. 

S o. what is new about the new 
fovemmeni? 

After having hung around for 29 
yean. Bal Thackeray's 'boys' will be 
tasting real power for tHe firet time. All 
this while (hey have been comeni with 
vandalising cTKket fields and organi' 
sing Bombay bondhs whenever the occa¬ 
sion has ansen. Now. finally, the boys 
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Ifn the dtfacOw of CMuMli 
BhtfM prom to bethe teiM 
eittiat tote 


otete^te 


prediction doesril come true, 
itthough the Sem^BJP Hme 
manepM 94 seats to become te 
Isrgast Opposition party. 

The Shiv Sana bes 52 members 
In the Letfeiativa AstembV (end 
three menberi In the Lok 8a^. 













have come of age. Whar wilt they do to 
Bombay? 

Not only has ihe Shiv Sena swept 
Bombay winning 30 out of the ^ 
AiaemMy seats, the new govemmeni 
has. for the firai time, inducted as many 
as five Cabinet minislcr» from Bombay. 

The cosmetic changes have already 
been set in motion. Bombay will now 
ofTicially he called Mumbui. And plans 
are underway to rename the Sahar Inter* 
national Airport aAcrChhatrapati Shiva* 
ji while the domestic aiTpun will be 
named after J.R.D. Tata. 

But what docs this really amount to? 
Not very much. The real danger would 
tie in picking up immigrants and houn* 
ding Uum ou i of the city or in i swing per* 
mits that will allow people to move to 
Bombay in search of a livelihood. 

The administrative problems 
involved in the first instance are huge. 
Although the government's spokesmen 
are on record saying that no cost will be 
spared in throwing Bangladeshis out of 
the city, the fact is that an caercise to 
begin identifying them is next to impos* 
siWe. The government, of course, hasn't 
^telt out precisely how it proposes to 
Identify these 40,000-odd immigrants in 
I city of one CTore. 

Next comes the permit system. 
Although Bal Thackeray has said he is 
in favour of issuing some sort of permit 
that will allow people to move into Bom¬ 
bay. hi s allies in the B JP arc openly Kcp- 
ilci] about such a plan. 

"Nobody is arriving In Bombay from 
Maharashtra ever since the employment 
guarantee schemes were implemented 
in rural areas.” says the BJP general 
lecrctaiy In charge of Maharashtra, Pra* 
mod Mahajan. "I am definitely not 
the pennti system as Itsetsa bad prece¬ 
dent for the rest ot the countiy. But. one 
day or the other, we will have to decide 
how many people the city can 
accommodate." 

Continues Mahgjan. ”1 do not like the 
term 'sons of the soil'. Maharashtriao 
soil is no different fmn Indian soil. And 
although the Shiv Sena is predominantly 
a Mah^htn party, I have seen a sea 
change in the last 10 years. Bal Thacke* 
ray has not, at least for the last couple of 
years, used terms like *lungi Madrasis'.* 

T he real problems Ue In the inherently 
different approaches and ideologies 
of the Shiv Sena and Its electoral ally. 
theBJP. 

While tba Sena it the senior partner in 
the aflianec with 73 seats, the BJF It 


not far behind with 
65. The question is how 
(hey plan to share power 
during their combined 
rule in tte state and in the 
forthcoming Lok Sabha 
elections. 

'DifTerences will 
always be ihere.* says 
Pran^ Navalkar. "But 
we have survived toge¬ 
ther for the Iasi five 
years." 

His namesake in the 
BiP. Pramod Mahajan. 
echoes more or less the 
same sentiment when he 
says. * We do not have the 
same ideology. But we 
have been together 
through two Assembly 
and three tok Sabba eke- 
tions in Maharashtra, it Is 
only when one marries 
that one talks of divorce.” 

The undeniable fact rs 
that the Shiv Sena retains 
its flavour as a regtond 
party whose experience 
of governance is limited 
to a stint marked by 
gross irregularity and 
financial impropriety 
— ai the Elombay Municipal Carport' 
titti. The BJP. on the other hand, has a 
broader agenda with plans of fomung 
the government at the Centre in the next 




Lok Sri)ha elections. 

Although (he two parties claim to be 
united in their belief of Hindutva. the 
Sena is more blatantly anti-Muslim and 



Sm PiumT MaMan, th* BJP cmeral Mcista^ 
ftahaa in tWi cnanimaat are hiewr than the Sana's. For 
Tbacfcaralr, Ml Hathne aittbitiM hat been (hMIM. For tha UP. 

tMaiiaitapphcitonatolMhl" 
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Uentlhfing them Is next 
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40,OOOodd Immigrants 
inacttyofonecrore 


communal than the BJP. 

then are other points of difference: 
while the Sena is o^tosed to a Kptftie 
slate for the bnckwanl Vidarbha region, 
the BJP favours ibe move. 

On Mandal. the BJP ia pr^ 
reservation whik the Shiv Sena is 
opposed to caste*based reservations. 
But. despite the differences, the BJP U 
unlikely to rock the boat not uotil the 
general dectioos at least. For the BJP 
sees its victory in Mahareshn not so 
much as a pan of a saffron wave, but as a 
clear indictment of the alleged contip* 
tion and cnminalisatioo of the previous 
government. In Maharashtra, it sees iu 
^1 chance of real governance. 

In any case, a collapse of die alliance 
before the next genend ekciion would 
be a terrible bumiliation for the senior 
partner which needs (he credibility of a 
govemment-in^power before it can 
stake its claim to forming the govem> 
mental the Centre. 

“My party’s stakes in this govern* 
mem are higher ftao the Sena's." ^s 
Meluuan. Thackeray, his Ufehme 
ambitioa lo fly the safhon flag alop 
MantJilaya ia fulfilled. For the BJP, this 


is a stepping stone to Delhi." 

Yet. for all the BJPs willingness to 
stomach any insult the Shiv Sena may 
hurt on It. ihe government is not in the 
most stable position. Three factors 
couM dismiss it. First, many of the new 



ministers hold dubious records and at 
least one has a murder charge pending 
against him. A major scandal could 
threaten the survival of the new govern* 
mat. Second, the alliance — with 136 
m em b e rs, it is still seven dion of a clear 
mQoriiy — is dependent on the support 
of 12 Independents and six Peasants and 
Workers Party (PWP) legislators. They 
could hold the new government to ran¬ 
som by walking out at any pcnni of time. 

And finally, despite the arguments of 
political exp^ency, the relationship 
between tbe Sena and the BJP could 
reach a poini o^o return unless the Sena 
coo wakes up to its responsibility in kee* 
ping the alliance going. 

Then is, however, one hot spot which 
the new regime is gCMng to go through 
great lengJks lo avoid: communalism. 
Bal Thackerey has the precedent of tbe 
Kalyao Singh govenunent befm him 
and is aware that any kind of major com* 
munal distuihince in the stale would be 
used as an excuse to have his govern* 
meru dlsmrsted. And, having come so 
far lAer 29 years, that is one possibility 
that he is not likely loeotenain in ahuny 

Bil TbKfceray would be making a ter* 
rtbk mistake if assumes that his party 
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COVeR STORY 


hu reed ved a wtiopping numduc to rule. 

Bott) (be Shiv Sena and (he Congreas 
have go( anything between 30 u> 32 per 
cent 4^ the votes — the Sena has gained 
about four per cem since last time 
(he Congress has lost about six per cent. 
But if you include (he rebd votes, the 
Congress has bagged around 45 per cent 
of (be local votes. 


W ithin (he Congress, it is time for 
introspection. The blame for the 
defeat is being entirely laid at Shared 
Pawar's door. 

White the administnuion is being Ma¬ 
med for its inept handling of the de^ of 
115 Gowari tribaJs in Nagpur in Novem¬ 
ber last year and the tardy rehabilitation 
of the L^tur earthquake victims. Pawar 


Madhu Oeolekcr. a fonner MLC lad 
senior BJP lender. 

No one takes Bal Thadteray very 
serioualy when be talks of ushering in a 
ckaa govqnme n t. 

Even the appointment of Manohar 
Joshi as chief minister was ooc widiout 
scandal. Joshi himself is an extJtnely 
unpopular ftgufe within the rank and fUe 
of (he party His rise from poverty to 
prosperity (unconfirmed pul 
net worth at Rs 200 etore) hitt ben nod' 
ced with raised eyetvDws. And Joshi is 
said to be extremely cloae to Shared 
Pawar — both are associated with the 
Jagritik Marathi Pahshad^ and it is alle¬ 
ged that the support of the Independents 
to the Sena was managed by Pawar in 
return for assurances that dw new 


gownunnt win not carry out a vendetta 
against him. 

F or now, the gov e rnment of Bal 
ntackeny has other things on its 
mind. Chief among these Is the seed to 
prove that it can govern responsibly. 
And given its hack record of vandalism 
and deshuedve poUdes. this Is going to 
be extremely haH to do. 

But power often bfings in its wake a 
certttn d eg re e of responsibility. 
Already. Bal Thackeray has taken to laf- 
fton and holy beads in a big way — pro¬ 
bably to bcu^ uptus image as a man of 
God, a saintly type wbo has brushed 
•way the mortil temptations of office to 
do good to his people. What good that 
may amount to remains to be seen. 


is being held personally responsible on 
the issue of criminalisation and 
corruption. 

The allegations made by the former 
deputy municipal commissioner G.R 
Khaimar — who was incidentally a pro¬ 
minent presence at the swearing-in of 
the new government — obviously den¬ 
ted Sharckd Power's image more ihaA he 
cares to admit. And even though Khair- 
narcould not »ubstanUtfe any of the char¬ 
ges. (he allegation that Pawar had links 
with such criminals as Dawood tb^im 
was swallowed by the electorate. 

"The Congress lost becau.v puhlk 
opinion In Mahara.sh(ni went against the 
p^ormiuKC of Sharad Pawar." says 


WhSe tl» SMv Stm rrtaim 
ttsflwovasaregioMl 
party, viiMe aqwricnee of 
gwemaace it bnitad b a 
stMatthaBMCithaBIPlias 
a broader agaaSa wWi plaat 
of fominetbe nwMaent at 
beCaiitrt 


But one thing is sure. Having come so 
far after so long, Thackeray is going to 
try hard to succeed. Because, unlike 
Moraiji and the other ^loenixes this 
year has thrown up, he is determined to 
prove (hat his coming to power was ttot a 
fluke. 

And unlike Moraiji. who after his 
birthday has been put back in modiballs. 
Thackmy would like to believe dtsi he 
is a serious factor in Maharashtra poli¬ 
tics. A leader who cou Id change the cour¬ 
se of h Istory rather than a former cartoo¬ 
nist who hia been Maharashtra ’ s bi ggesi 
joke.v 









Bal Thackeray 
on his 
government 
and its 
priorities 


'' I have enough material 
to expose Sharad Pawar'' 

Say this for Boi Thacluray. power doesn't stem to have (hose who ve the ones dmni the killings?" 
changed him at all He is still the Tltackeray otd: alternate- And he understood, and we kepi the weapons. 

iy charming and alternately boastful There U still the empha¬ 
sis on sarcasm and irony: he remains polite and hospitable to Q: Yoaeoond voy syrapetbetk to Sai0i7 Dutt 
all vtsHorsi and a steely glim still enters lus eye the moment A: 1 would noi like to say that I bjd sympaUieiic to any single 
the word 'Pakistan ‘ sr included in the conyersation. individual. I would rather say (bat 1 am syn^iathetic to the fi Im 

This mterview was conducted on a Sunday t^emoonathis * industry as a whole. If the Him industry siriks, what will hap' 
Kalanagar residence in the Bombay suburb ^ Bandra. The pcs to Mumbai? 
house was teeming with visitors bearing cellt^rhane-wrapped 

bouquets of roses and small cardiboa^ boxes full of peda& Q: So* cnu we expect Sai^ny DutiSo be relewed loou? 

But Thackeray seemed unaffected by the odulatiom was in no At I am goiag (hrou^ the Hies right no w. I am convinced that 
hurry to meet his fans and spoke his mind for a full hour. our govenuneot needs to study the whole issue of TAD A atro* 

cities. And if we find that irmoceni pet^le have suffered under 
SvND4Y: The obvfous flni ijocstlon. Are you gedng to TADA then we will release them. 

rde—e Sahjoy Putt? But it is not only up to us. It also depends on the CBI And 

Bnl Thndcensy: 1 am convinced that Sanjay has nothing to do you know whai th^ are like* There is one Nataraj with them 
with the bo«nb bUsis. With this arrest, they have spoiled his declared one year ago that all (he bomb bl^ suspects 

career and defamed him. were traitors. I^whe has changed his tune and he says ihey 

Yea, all right he had a weapm. But I will tell you that when are all innocent. 

Seshan issued orders to the p^ ice to confiscate all weapons, I Ihii it the kind of person duiwc have to deal with in these 

spoke personally to the police commissioner. TADA cates. 

1 loM him, "Yes, my son and fami 1 y, we have weapons. But 

you know what bnd of threat we are usider? Can any body gua- Q: WlMtnrtCbe|N4oHtlc»ofyourgovmiiMnt|ofaiftebe? 
renice our safety? What is the point taking away guns from A: Number one will be good government. In the 34 years that 
peopk whose Uvea are in dartger when weapons remain with Maharashtn has been in exisiencc. 
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Q: Are you 
going to 
release Sanjay 
Dutt? 

A: lam 
convinced that 
Sanjay has 
nothing to do 
with the bomb 
blasts. With the 
arrest, they 
have spoilt 
his career and 
defamed him 


unemploynteni. 

Only thing is that we d)ou]d look ai our needs. 
Not u (he needs the foreigners. So keeping 
that in mind, we should decide. 

For example, when it comes to the chemical 
uidusQ^. we should only allow factories in one 
zone »o there i$ no danger of pollution or damage 
(o U)e environment. 

Q: What wtti you tell Heory KiMlnger about 
Enron? 

A: The local people say thet the project will 
destroy greenery. Look at (he way the contract 
was awarded: without even calling for a tender, 
they Nven told (o go ahead. And anything they 
make, the M^iarashlra government will buy. 

Of course. \ have to review the project. Does it 
seKe Midun^tra’s interest or Sharod Pawar’s? 
You know vdut he is like.There is a personal fac¬ 
tor In everything. 


there haa bees (u> good government. We will pny 
videh. 

Prooi '96, of course, our Job will be eaiier 
because the BIP will be in power at the Cemt 
andMr Advani will beihePrtmeMiniKer. 

Number two priority is to undo tbe damage 
done by $harad Pawar. Since we have taken 
over, we have been looking at the govenunent 
In every department there is a fraud mvdvijig 
crores of rupees. 

Number three priority will be to choose 
honest people to run the government. We wlU 
throw out all (he crooks that Sharad Pawer 
brought In. 

Qi Doean'ltbcrlielopowerofaom^ody Uke 
you repreaent a threat to the coam^wUUD 
character of Bombay? 

A: Who says that? 

Q: Everybody aaya that 
At They are fools. What is all this nonsense 
about cosmopolitan character? Only Mumbai is 
cosmopolitan or what? 

Q.» WaO, It If certainly more cosm^KdltaiL 
Ai Because you art originally Rom Mumbai you 
think it is more cosmoj^iun. Co and ask your 
neighbours in Calcutta and Delhi. They will aay 
that their cities are cosmopolitan. 

Qt No they won't 

A t Yes they will. So will the people of Bangalore 
and Madras. U is all nonsense, lustbocauseMum¬ 
bai has a coastline we are called cosmopolitan. 

All that the coastline means is (hat we have 
smuggling. Mind you. smugglers are not 
unpatriotic. 

Q: Thai's certainly an original point of view. 
A: No, don't take me too literally. Thii is the 
cartoonist tn me talking. But whu have smug¬ 
glers done? They have brought gold into India. 
And Manmedun .^Ingh has pledged that gold to 
the Worid Bank. So they have perionned a natio¬ 
nal service. I say; nationalise smuggling. 
{Loughs.) 

Now, of course, you will make a box in 
Sunday saying: does diis man support smug¬ 
glers (.vffiiRs), But I am only being sarcastic. 

Q: You've brought up Manmoban Singh. 
Wbal do you think of his ecocMmk poUdes? 
And are you ready to bury tbe awade^/Une? 
A: Everybody askx me this queMion. BritiV) 
high commissioner came. He asked this 
question. Now Henry Kissinger wants to see me. 
He will ask me iIm same question. He may even 
want to put in a word for Enron. (Smiles.) 

Q: And what anawer wittyougive him? 

A: I do not oppose foreign investmenis. They arc 
a good thing. They help remove 

a ~ 


Q: Personal factor? 

At (Smites.) You want me to spell it out. no? Bui 
you know and 1 know how he kx^s at things. In 
every proposal he is more particular about what 
he is gelling than what Midiarashtra is getting. . 
TlM is his personal factor. 

Q: Thars uscharacterMkally coy fbr you. 
Why are you shying away from the word 
comipUoB? 

At Du I need to say the word? It is more than Jd« 
coroiption. 


•moav WMawk -1 un tm 
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Do you know he built » helipad in Lonavtla 
and he used to go ihere reguJariy by helicopur? 
You tell me: wbai govemmentiu a^iviUes ve 
there in Lonavala? Why did they build a heli¬ 
pad? What would he do in Lonavala? 

Q‘. 1 can think of no other election where the 
Oppoeltion hae concentrated ao nudi on a 
personal attack on the chief minister. 

A: This is nothing. I have enough material to 
expose the man. Every time he is in power he 
damages the state. I have a thick file abwt all his 
deals. Whai did he do as defence minister? I have 
all the details. 

Who wanted to sell all the cantonment lands 
to his friends in Pune? Finally, even the great 
Naresimha Rao. who never does anything, had 
to step in and stop him. 

This man does not care about anytiung 
except for his personal benefit. 

Q: If yoar point is that Sharad Pawmr makes 
SKiDey» I ^*t think anyone wtil object too 
much. But M Is totaDy unfair to dahn that he 
has links with Dnwood aa your party did 
during the campaign. 

A: You are asking me this question? Please refer 
to your own group’s publkaiioo. The 
TeUgntpk. Some years ago, Olga Tellu did an 
interview with Dawood’s brother Noora Bhai. 
And you know what he said } 

He laid. ''Wehave family relations with Sha¬ 
red Pawar." 


Q: The 
common 
perception ig 
diat Shiv Sena 
started the 
January 1993 
riote... 

A: NotataU. 
They started it. 

We only 
retaliated. Do 
you think we 
will just sit back 
and do nothing? 


There was no denialfrocn Sharad's tide. Now. 
he may uy diat it is all fabcicited but in those 
days was happy to be a member of Dawood's 
family’ 

Q: Do you think Muslims have reason to be 
iMeure now that you act in power? 

As Only Hindus ask this question. The Muslims 
know the trutii. While you people kept asking 
these questions, the Muslims voted for the Shiv 
Sena. 

Q: Yon can't disown decades of MusUm- 
hakkingsoss^. 

A: My poiition is still the same. There arc 
42,000 Muslims from Pakistan and Bangladesh 
in Maharashtra. They have no right to be here. I 
will throw them out. 

Then dieie are Muslims who live In India and 
are pro-Pakisun. Do you expect me lo talie their 
side? Never! I can never tuppon them. 

As for the leat, who are patnotic citizens of 
Hindustan, where is the problem? 

Q: The probtem Is that the Shiv Sena perse¬ 
cutes th» and kills them during rloia. 

A: Really? How many Muslims were there in 
Mumbai when I started my Shiv Sena in 1966? 
How many more are there now? 

Why did they come to Mumbai if I murder 
them ind persecute them? 

Qi Stm^ Bccnnae yon weren't in power. 

A: Power! You think political power is 
importani for all this? You don’t need it. 

Every week you call roe Hitler You say I 
believe in muscle power. Then why haven't I 
used my muscle power against them? You don't 
need to be in office to Stan riots. 

Q: Wdl» you cerlalnly proved that in January 
1993. 

A: Not at all. They started it. We only retaliated. 
Do you think we will just sit b^k and do 
nothing? Who killed the Mathadi worken and 
started the riots? 

w 

Q: None of this Is very reassuring? 

A: That is because you are a Hindu. No Muslim 
asks roe this question. 

Q*. Obvlooaly« fbey art too frightened to doM. 
A: Dekhiye, please don’t advance all these 
arguments on behalf of the Muslims. They know 
where ibeir mteresu lie. They have been let 
down by their leaders who have foedi shl y incited 
them. They are not under any threat in a Shiv 
Sena governcrteni. 

Q: TWahard (a believe. 

At No. h iia'i. There will be no rlou in our 
goveromem.'Their leaders know that if they Man 
anything, we will reulitie doubly. 











A: Yes. the social ieitsi<ms are farioogreat. This 
H the direction in which we are headed. But a 
new India will em^e from this duos tike a 
phoenix. 


Q: Hie Sblv Sent has MtionBl ambillcoa. 
Will you pot up your candldjilce in the 199d 
Lok Sabbn dcctlooe or will you simply sup* 
port the BJP candldata outside of 
Maharashtra? 

A: Thai depends on our financial positi<m. We 
may not have enough money lo put up our 
candidates. 


Q: yoQ*U have lota of money. The SUv 

Sena will be the party Id powo* in Bombay. 

A: Bui we are not the Congress. No corrupekm. 
Just wait and see. 


Q: Thk wUI be daaoer than the Shiv Sena- 
eoatroUed BMC? 

A: Of come. Thai is my promise. In nx moniha. 
you will admit I was li^t. • 


A: Of course, I 
have to review 
the project. 
Does it serve 
Maharashtra^s 
mterest or 
Sharad 
Pawar's? 


Q: And you won*t start riots? 

A: Why should we? Wc arc the government and 
our job will be to preserve law and order. 

But I will tell you one thing. This country la 
heading for civil war. 


Q: When? 

A: It win start in 1997 and will last for a year. 
The army may have to intervene. 


Q: 1 didn't know you were n part-time 
•ftroh^er. 

At No. It has nothing to do with astrology. In 
1980 I predicied that Indira Gandhi would not 
gel a sttond term. All the astrologers said that 
die would rule for ten years. They were wrong. I 
was right. 


Q: Lct^s move away from this apocalyptic 
viafon. Why haven't you agre^ to be chief 
minister of Maharaditra? 

A: Never. There was no question of it. Long ago 
I decided that there are Arec things I will never 
do: fight an election; accept public office; or 
write my autobiography. 


Q; What are you ao scared of revealing? 

A: (Laughs.} Nothing! But no autobiography. 
No Nography also. If you write an unauthorised 
version. I will sue you. 


Qt Aren't you. In a sense, avoiding respoi^bl- 
Uty by rcftising to accept any office? 

A: No. no. I've vaid Til run everything by remo¬ 
te contrtri. 


Q: That's exactly what I mean. 

A: No. Tve been asked ao much by people like 
you for saying 'remote control'. Bui what does it 
mean? It means that you need some check from 
outside. Otherwise Aese fellows (the govern- 
mem) will become like everybody else. 

Somebody has to make sure that there is no 
corruption; that they are doing what 1 have said 
in the manifesto. 

We win provide a better and cleaner govern¬ 
ment. And ihii is only because of me. I am sorry 
if it sounds like bragging but it is the truth. 


Q: Will this governmenl last? Your chaps 
have a htslory of Infighting and ralatlon with 
the BJF have also been tense In the past 
A: It wil I last I have total control over my boys. 
As for the BJP, yes we have had problems but in 
any marriage there are proUems. 

Eventually, the problems can get resolved. 
You can* t dl vord ng your wife. 


Q: What are 
your 

objections to 
Enron? 


M. trtey won I provoke nots and we won t 
have to retaliate. 


Q: And now you predict a dvU war? 




RAJIV SHUKU 


The real challenger 


The BJP emerges as an alternative to the Congress 


E BH The time has come 
to write the politi- 
cal obituvy of (he 
Janiu Dg. The 

,;V badJy is (he 
recenily^concluU 
fouod of Assem- 
r V Wy polls io Ohssa. 

Mihanih(ji.Ott|a* 
ru end Anmacbil Pndesh (hat it is 
poindesa to cany oti with the Janata Dal. 

The people in all these states have given 
(he verdict (hat they do not have faith 
in the party that once 
niled the country. What's 
mMe.theDal’s main elec* 

(ion plank. Mandal. has 
lost its m^k. 

In Orissa, where the 
Dal was the ruling pany, 
ii managed to bag just 40 
seacs. In Gujarat, dK Jana- 
ta Dal has been wiped 
ou(. In Arunachai 
Pi^sh, the party got 
two seats in the Assent- 
bly. And in Bihar, which 
is often refored to as the 
Dal's strongest bastion. .' 

indications arc (hat the 
Laioo Prasad regime will 
not succeed in retaining HBSn 

True, the Janata Dal 
has betrt swept to power 
in Karnataka, but it is no 
secret that the party there ’^HHE 
is vastly different from 
the Janata Dal in the 
north. And i( is well 
known that bod) chief 
nimlsier H.D. Deve 
Gowda and Ramakrishna 

Hegde are very close to Prime HnustEr beiweea the two p«t>es aad dw regton.!: Sabha electiins next year. And it will 
Narasimha Rao. Thus, when V.P. Singh outfits will either align widi the not be a surprise if he continues to lead 
says that the Janau Dal and the Natkiot] Coogress or the BJP. In Andhi* 'theCongress after (he pc^.b the event 
Pm will once igaia emerge as an alter- Pra^sh. for imtanct. iodictfions are oft hung Miameni. Rao maybe accep- 
native to die Congress at the Ceuie. be dial the Tehigu Desam will come to an table to such Opposition chief ministen 
isontyfooIbghuDself. uDdoManding with the BJP. And in as Mulayam Sbgh Yadav, Jyoti Basu 

Let'slake I look it the facts. The Jana- TaodI Nadu. Jayalalitba's AlADMK and Deve Gowda. After all. they are 
ta Dal has litdeor no iofbeAoe ta such will have Uule choice but to support the going to oydieir best to prevent commu* 
stales as Kashmir. Himuchal ftidesk, Coogress. nil forces ffom coming to power. • 


Punjab, Haryana. Delhi. Rajasthan. 
MeAya Pradesh, Mahamhut, Gujarat, 
West Bengal. Assam. Andhra ^adesh. 
Kerala. Tamil Nadu and Goa. b Uttar 
Pradesh, most of the Del MLAs have 
goM with Mulayam Singh Yadav and in 
Rajasthan, the p«ty has merged with (he 
Coogress. 

If there is any party that is capable of 
challenging At supremacy of the 
Congress, ii is (be Bharatiya JanHa 
Pvty (BJP). The forthcoming partia* 
meotary polls will sec a direct coolest 


The BJP victories in G^iaret and 
Maharashtra are crucial because they 
will undoubtedly give the party financi¬ 
al muscle. As for LK. Advani. (he BJP 
pMdem. the party's impressive 
showing in both the states will help him 
to siknee his critics within (he BJP. 
After the party's defeat in Andhra 
Pradesh and Kvoaiaka. another round 
of debacle would surely hive put Advi- 
nl'sjobondieUne. 

As far as Narasimha Rao is concer¬ 
ned. DO matter what his rivals say. there 
is no threat to his position till the Lok 


TtaBJri 
Imprtttlvi 
thowlis In Sitarat 
MS Maharaittra 
will Ms L.K. 
ASnnltiUlMM 
hiicrltieiwItMi 
tha iwty. AfUr Uw 











CHANGE 
OF GUARD 


he giant has {inally fallen. K. 
Kannakaran. Kemla’t vete¬ 
ran polHician. ha.s been 
repJac^ as the chief mmisier 
by his arch-hval A.K. Amony. 
And. with (hai. an unduly prolongi^ 
political and constitutional crisis in the 
state has come to an end. 

Karunakaran, u master manipulatur 
and the slate's longest-serving Congress 
chief fflinisier. clung to his chair till the 
eleventh hour. He stepped down only 
after Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao told him tiatly (hat his continuation 
in office would not only undermine 
Rao's owji position but would also pro* 
voke the United Democratic From 
(UDP) constituents 10 pull down the sta¬ 
te's coalition govemmeni. 

But Karunakaran, a known fighter, 
kept his detractors on their toes by 
insisting on continuing u (he leader 
the Congress(l) Legislature Pvty 
(CLP), where, he claimed, he had the 
majority support. 

Efforts to oust Karurukann began 
with the resignation of finance minisier 
Oommen Chandy in May 1994. Till that 
time, a delicate truce held the Congress 
factions together. But the facmk of 
peace collapsed when Chandy. Anto¬ 
ny's right-hand man. quit because of 
Karunakaran's auiocrauc style of func¬ 
tioning. And following bis resigoatioo. 
dissidents stepped up (heir campaign at 
the grass-roofs level to dmyatify 
Karunakaran, 

In September 1994, 20 dissident 
MLAs sent a memorandum to party pre¬ 
sident Naraaimha Rao. demanding Karu- 
nakaran's removal as the CLP chief, 
though, technically, he had the largest 
following, 

In reuliaiion. Karunakann dropped 
forest minister K.P. Viswanathin. ano¬ 
ther Antony acolyte and a signatory to 


the memorandum. And K. Muralidha- 
ran. Kanjnakaran's son and MP, added 
fuel to the Ore by repeatedly shooting his 
mouth off. 

Then, in November 1994. the ISRO 
spy scandal bursi. The alleged invdve- 


After his resignation, a 
dejected Karunakaran 
said, "In pieties, it 
doesn’t pay to be loyai 
and devoted. Hk people 
will definitdy take notice 
of the way my edieagues 
betray^ me" 


ment of the inspector general of police 
Ramon Srivastava became the talk of 
ihe town. Ihe chief minisier. however, 
decided to defend his favourite c<^. But 
on 13 January. 1995. the High Court 
found proof of Srivastava's "unmistaka¬ 
ble involvement* in the scandal and 
Karunakaran reluctantly suspended him. 

By (hen. the rot had set in. The 
Muslim League, once Karunakaran's 
staunch illy in the UDF. fell out with 
him over the Srivasttva issue. Finally, 
die Congress dissidents. Muslim Lea¬ 
gue and three factions of the Kerala 
Ct^ress within the UDF requested the 
Prime Minister to replace Kartuiakaran. 

The rebels pointed out that, with the 
Slate elections due in 1996. the UDF ran 
the risk of losing with Karurudiaran 
heading the coalitimt. They argued that 
only a ''clean* leader with a gci^ image 
like that of A.K. Antony could revive 
the UDFs chances. 

Rao, as usual, didiered for nearly 
*ihrec months before he realised (hat 
Kaninakaran had to go if Kerala was to 
remain (he Congress' only toe^d in 
the south. 

S o. in I last-ditch effort to retain 
some bold over the ministry. Karu- 
nakaran tried lo prop up Abdul Madani. 
the fundament^is( Muslim leader 
whose People's DemocMic Party posec 


A.K. Antony takes over as the chief minisier of 
Kerala as K. Karunakaran is forced out of office 









a challenge lo the Muslim League in 
Kenla 


But after the Congre^'^' rout in the 
Gujarat and Maharashtra elections. Rao 
made it clear to Kaninakann that the 
Muslim League had to cuntinue in the 
UDF and that under no circumstances 
could he risk any erosion of the minority 
vote'bank in Kerala. 

Besides. Rau feared that Animy 
might fully identify himself with Aijun 
Singh ju&i as the UP Congress veteran, 
N.D. Tiwar). had dorte. & he look no 
chances and decided to placate Antony 
by making him the chief micuster. 

Karun^taran is obviously bitter about 
his exit. Said an MP close to him. “When 
it sunk into him thafcRao had washed his 
hands of him. the old man was in tean." 
Soon after hts resignailm. a visibly tited 
and d*iected Kanmakaran told Suttoav: 
"In pc itics. KdoesnH pay to be loyal and 
devoted. The people of the state will defi¬ 
nitely take notice of the way my collea¬ 
gues in tbe UDP betnyed me.” 

When be realised ^ he had to step 
down, Karunakaran made a vain attempt 
to prop up one of his stooges to succeed 
him. i^lier, he had tried to disaolve the 
Assembly iMt failed. Said M.I. Sht- 
nawas. a former Karunakaran loyalist- 
nimed-balter: *'Nearly 40 of tte M 
Congress MLAi are now with Antony. 
Kaiwiakarin during the aisis oponaed 


like aftee-me-the-dduge.” 

Antony and his men succeeded 
because they worked on a one^int pro¬ 
gramme: the removal of Kaninakaran. 
On the ochtt hand, fCarunakanui lacked 
a defined game plan and relied on Rao to 
bail him out it was only after he ran out 
of opUocu that KaruiUkaran felt the 
need for a remote-controlled chief 
minister, 

Unkm minister 5. Krishna Kumar, 
who claimed to be a Karunakaran noml- 
Dee. made a futile anempr to influence 
the MLAs. Remariied Joseph Vazha- 
kan. a trusted Karunakaran aide: There 
was unanimity among Karunakaran and 

Though A.K. Antony had 
been saying that he was 
not interested in 
becoming the chief 

minister, he asked his men 
to "show tbe (rfive 
branch” to 

Karunakaran’s followers 
and win them over 


Antony's men only on one issue — that 
Krishna Kumar will never he the Kerala 
chief minister." 

Next Kcunakaran tried to prop up 
Speaker P.K. Thankachan as chief 



minisierial ncHninee, But nothing came 
of this ploy either as Thankachan poliie- 
ly tum^ ^wn the offer. In fact, none of 
Karuiudtaren's supporters seemed to fill 
the bill, making tiv job of the central 
observers — G.K. Moopanar and 
Madhavsinh Solanki — easy. When 
Moopanar and Solanki. sc ni by the party 
high command to oversee tbe transition, 
mei the MLAs individually. 4] of (he 
56 legislators named Antony as their 
finl choice. 

^KKXigh Antony, true to siyle. had 
I been saying that he was not inte¬ 
rested in becoming the chief minister, he 
asked his men to 'show the olive 
branch” to Karunakaran* s followers and 
”win them over'. Antony, who was like¬ 
ly to be sworn in on 22 March along with 
Chandy and C.V. Padmarajan, the 
electricity mlniuer who moved away 
from Karunakaran. 

At the time of going to press, the 
delay in selecting the CLP leader and for¬ 
ming the new ministry was worrying the 
UDF const ituenis. This was because the 
Aasemhly had to meet, at ihe Igtest, by 
24 March. If the vote-on-accouni was to 
be passed before 31 March. Antony was 
expected to expand his Cabinet after the 
budget session and a complete reshuffle 
of Congress ministers couldn't be ruled 
out 

Karunakaran. meanwhile, is likely (o 
remain a major player in state politics 
irrespeclive of whether he stays in Tri- 
vaodrum or moves to Delhi. His sukea 
in Kerala are high, and given his over¬ 
whelming desire to sec son Muralidha- 
ran click in politics, he wil I not opt out of 
politics. 

Soiiices close to Karunakaran say that 
he wilt soon be rehabilitated by Rao. He 
has been offered I package to pick from 
— a top job in the Union Cabinet, a 
mkf At^ post or the govenvonhip of 
Andhra PraAsh Bat he is angling for a 
seoievpost in dtc Union Cabinet. He can 
be elected to the Rajya Sabha from the 
vacancy arising in K^a in June. 

Brin^g down Karunakaran was no 
easy job for Oommen Chandy and 
odm, and Antony knows that he rraght 
prove harder to k^ down. But the tig 
question is whether Antony will be able 
10 put new life into the gasping UDF 
Many of bis supponcra suspect that 
Antony has chang^, that much of his 
ideoJogical fervour is miMing, 

Buu at the moment, Aniony is the 
Congress* ben bet. • 
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Polls apart 




Why did pollsters get it all wrong 

this time? 
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T here was a time when all you 
had to do was listen to Prannoy 
Roy. It didn't matter what the 
politicians said and nobody 
bothered about the journalists. 
Only Che psephologists knew how the 
elections would turn out. And they were 
always right. 

No longer. 

The most significant decline in the 
history of the recent science of Indian 
pseph^ogy is now happening. The pee- 
phologisis were divide on the results of 
the last years’s Assembly elections. And 
most of them got the result wrong. This 
time around, the mighty Prannoy. who 
was misting in action last year, stepped 
into (he field himself. 

No matter. 

Moat of them — including Prannoy 
Roy — got two out of three reaulis com* 
{deiely wrong. 

Piunoy is India’s most respected pse¬ 
phologist with a record that, till now. has 
been hard to beat. But ail the others have 
been as unsuccessful as him in reading 
the mind of the Indian voter. 

A few eyebrows were raised when 
none of the pre-election opinion polls 
correctly predicted the situation in Uttar 
Pradesh or even Himachal Pradesh in 
1993 Assembly elec- 
tions. The Centre for 
Media Studies (CMS) ||||H^^ 
poll printed in the fndian 
Ejtpftst predicting a BJP 
vict^ in UP was even 
distributed by the party i n 
Madhya Pradesh before 
elections were held there. 

If anything at all. the 

defeat of the BJP in that 

state just showed that it 

was probably only the 

parly workers who • " 

believed in the opinion 

ixrfl- 1 V 

But if this fiasco went |,,, 
relatively unnoticed, the | ^ 

recent debacle of the s 
MARO polls covering I t 

(he November and (he IT' j 


Pebfuary Assembly poUs certainly 
hasn’t escaped public anntion In 
November. 1 m year. MARC tried to pre¬ 
dict the Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 
results on its own. It had done this once 
before in 19S3 only to gel everytiiing 
wrong. Over a decade later, history 
repeaiol itsdf as MARC bungled. For 
the next round in February, the agency 
tied up with Prannoy Roy who uaually 
interprets its date. Bui it was still wrong. 
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W hat went wrong? ^annoy Roy is 
nd savina anythinc beyond the 


I ^ 


WW nd saying anything beyond the 
standard, ”We are looking into the mai- 
ter*, and MARC is equally evasive. 
Says Ashok Das, executive director of 
MARC, *We do admil lhai some of the 


dealing with the greaiCAt imponderable. 


recent forecasts have been a setback for which is human niiure.' 


us. As a measure of caution, we are nd 
undertaking any election forecasting 
worit before we complete our review 
and understand the reasons for the recent 
inaccuricics.* 

While MARC and Roy are underta¬ 
king a soul-seardting exercise, there are 


But there are ways of getting round 
this 'greatest irr^nderable". During 
the 1989 parliamentary elections, pse- 
^iok)gisi Sujit Bhalla hit upon what he 
coined as the ‘lying factor'. Explains 
Partha Rakshit. managing director, Mar¬ 
keting Research and Advisdy Services* 


others who ate more forthcoming on the Burke, who has adopted and refined 


subject On one hand is a scoffing 
iaswani Singh, the BJFMP: ‘'PsepbolO' 
gy as a science is both an unproven and 
inexact Kiencc. After all. you ate 


upon this model, '’Frankness is not the 
forte of the average Indian and paiticu- 
lariy not so on the subject of elKtions. 
People lie mainly because revealing 




PnnBoyRoyis 

lodia'siBostre^e^ 
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record that, dll Dov, 
has been hard to beat 
But thbtmie, most 
poUstm,iiiduding 
Roy, got two out of 
three results 
completely wrong 


their preference may 
invite trouble. Many poli¬ 
tical parties have a nexus 
with criminal dements in 
certain states." 

And. apparently, this 
factor is higher in rural 
than in (he urban areas'. 
"Generaliy, lying inflates 
the vole in favour of (he 
party in power." adds 
Rakshit. (MRAS-Burke 
was one of the few ogen- 
des that estimated that 
the Congress would get 
only 60-90 seats in Malu- 
rashtra and would not be 
able to form (he govern¬ 
ment. while the BJP-ShJv 
Sena would gel 140-150 
seau.) 
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ding to him. ifdwrespon* 
dent his not made up his 
mind yet, whtr than 
saying nothing to the 
interviewer, he/sbe wilt 
name the moat obvious 
party name that comes to 
his/her mind. 

The ttming of the opi- 
nioo poJis also adds to die 
accuracy. A survey at a 
particular point in time 
may not indicaie cor* 
rectly the penon’s voting 
preference when he 
actually goes to cut his 
vote. “For insunce. the 
Prime Minister's five 
visits to Orissa swung die 
vote in his party's favour, 
particularly during the 
last flve days," says N. 
Bhaskir Rao, chairman, 
Centre for Media Studies. 


The Cn(M)'s Siiaram Yechury also etc* explains Rinjit Chib, a consultant 
believes that apart from fear, there is with MRA$*Buite. "And then what is 
also another reason for lying. "At times, the most difficult pan is the conversion 
one is embarrassed to say they are voting of voting imentioa into seats. One can^ 
for the BJP or the Shiv Sena. Or if the not take the voting intention per se a 
mood is against the Congress, they are face value. Thai's where the psepholo- 
embarrassed to say they voted for that gists come in. Otherwise, everyone hu 


I While Chib does not 
oecesiarily agree with 
the example in question 
"We had estimated the Congress would 
get 76 seats in Orissa u early u Novem* 
ber 1994" ^ he does adtnit that "the 
most accurate poll would, of course, be 
that which is taken u close to the elec¬ 
tion date u possible". 

This should make the exit poll taken 


parly,' he says. 


The emhanassment factor is not alien these i nto acfual seats that matter." 
to Indian voters. Psephologists remem¬ 
ber the case of the November 1989 US Brannoy Roy suggests another factor, 
elections — in the states New York m He calls this the default factor, 
(mayor) and Virginia (Governor). Black- which invtHves understanding the psy- 


the same figures—it* show you con vo^ just after the person comes out from the 


Democrats were pitted against White I cheof the 
Republicans. Exit polls 


individual. Acew 


indicated that the Black 
candidates were winning 
by a margin of 10 per cent 
each. However, IIk resul¬ 
ts proved to be different. 
White Democrats were 
hesitant to admit that they 
had actually voted for a 
White Republican than a 
Black Democrat during 
the exit polls. 


To counter this lying 
factor, we take counter¬ 
measures such u uking 
I series of secondly 
questions; who they 
voted for the lut ti me, the 
popularity of the party in 
power, its performance. 


$ociok^Y(feadni 
Sii^ ays that there is 
asbnf^reasoDwhy 
pca^aregoiiig 
wrong. "What they 
don’t realise is that the 
Indian voter DO loDger 
votes 00 ideoh^ but 
perfomuace" 



polling booth near accurate." I can under- 
sund opinton polls going wrong," aays 
Bhaskar Rao, "but can an exH poll 
go so off-the-mark?" 

But Chib feels that "it is very easy for 
an exit poll to go wrong. After 
coming out a booth 
where they have cast a 
secret b^lot, people 
don't want to rev^ and 
ddplirate the secret ballot 
situation. They are more 
liable to tell the truth 
when interviewed at 
home or in a relaxed 
atmosphere". 


Gauri ChatteQec, a 
consultant witii MODE, 
disagrees. 'The lying fac¬ 
tor is same in both die 
cases. The advantage an 
exit poll has over the regu¬ 
lar opinion poll ia that 
you know whu the voter 
turnout is. This helps to 
judge the lying factor 




ANALYSIS 



MIXED RESULTS 


/JUl M 90 MM tntf th* 

; 4Mv 8m 110^189 MM 

lbs 1899 AtMmbly 
In 

^^^Coflgrm mansgtd only 81 
. viMIft; tho iMonoe oot 139 


■ A MAAG opinion poll MkJ 
tM tho 1904 Andhm Prsdooh 
AMombty olMtIont would bo 
• *photo«flnloh'. H ondod up 
boI n Q 0 ono^oldod offolr. The 

• TokiguDooomwMfwopttD 
powor by 0 hugo margin whHo 
M CongroM(l) boggod juit 
29aoato. 

■ In1993, ■ CMS opinion poU 
prodlctod that the BJP would 
got 230*240 Moto and 
8P*B8P combino 70-00 Moto 

. bi tho UP Aooombly olocdona. 
Both thoBJP and SP-BSP 
oombino got 170 ooatoaooh. 

B AnIMRB poH told that Sunil 
Shootfi wW dofoat V.P. Slnc^ 
In the 1906 Allahabad 
byoloctlon. Tho ivautta woro 
, JuHthooppooHo. 

■ in 1903, on opinion poll 
. ppnduetod by IMRB prodictod 


mufc accurately." (MODE’S exit pal I 
^edicted (hai ihc Congress(tl would get 
S0>90 seals in Maharashtra and ihe BJP< 
Shiv Sena would get 140-150 seats. 
However, the MODE poll had also said 
(hat (he BJP would get 90-100 seats in 
Gujarat when the party go( much rmm.) 

Another factor taken into account by 
the exit polls is the lumout at the dmeef 
the voting. However, ihis is interpreted 
differently by vanous agencies. While 
MARG t^es a high rumo ji to indicate a 
vote in favour of the party in power. 
MRAS'BurVe lakes il to mean the 
dte. Says Chib, ’When (here is a low lur* 
nout. it usually shows an apathy on the 
pan of the per^le — that (hey don’i 


ACongrMi Victory In Apdhrt 
PMdMh.NTR’«Tclugu 
OMcm went on to form the 
gowTMncnt 

ww 

■ The MODE opinion poll 
oonducted Juct before the 
MaharMhtTB Medono ctW 
that the CongrMc wa get 
60-90 MM whUa the 

BJ P-SNv Sena coiMna 
would gat 140-160 sMta. Ai ft 
turned out, tht CongsMC got 
61 CMta and BJP-8hlv Sena 
alllarwelOS. 

■ A MARO opinion poll 
predicted that the Congreea 
w« win the 1969 general 
alecttone with 196 Meta. The 
party actually got 193aaata. 

■ ArtotherMAAGpoil 
inducted before the 1990 
Aeeembly poUe in Himachal 
Pradech predicted that the 
CongreeeO) would get 7 mM. 
the BJP 47 ar>d the Janata Dal, 
11. The Congraaa got 6 eaM, 
th#BJP,44w)dtheJD,t1. 



iMWMt Slaili: TieaMeiy Is both 
m Baarotia aeJ leeact tclaaet* 


-» mind (he goverrunetu in power coming 
in again. Bui when there is a high tur¬ 
nout (60 per cent), it shows that pe<^le 
want a change and are exercising their 
franchise for it. “ 

I t's much easier to predict national elec¬ 
tions than Assembly polls,' points out 
Rao. 'At (he local level so many more 
issues come into force. For instance, 
caste is again emerging as a major fac¬ 
tor. h has reached the height as it was 
tw'o-and-a-half decades ago.’ 

Sociologist Yogendra Singh, 
however, disagrees, "Yes, caste does 
play a role. But increasingly, it alkO gets 
neutralised. There art 4,634 castes in 
India, and these are further divided and 
sub-divided. .So those who play caste 
politics will only get short-term gains. 
It’s like a shifting sand.” 

Aaording to Prof. Singh, there is a 
.simple reason why pollsters are going 
wrong in their forecasts. What the 
pointers don’t realise is that the Indian 
voter has cJiangcd. He nu longer votes 
on ideology but pe/fonnance. They feel 
it’s only a matter of five years aher 
which (bey can throw them out. So. poli¬ 
ticians arc now bci ng hi red on contracts," 
Voting on performance has lead to 
whai most psef^logisis are calling an 
anti-estahiishmem wave, as the ruling 
I pany is now being held responsible for 
their woes. "The anii-es(abl>shmcnl 
trend wv very evident both in Maha¬ 
rashtra and Gujarat." says Yechury. 
adding. "The writing was on the wall. I 
don't see how the pollsters could have 
missed it. ’ 

But Vasani Sathe is not w surprised, 
"Even after the Emergency, no one pre¬ 
dicted a wave in favour of Indiraji, Or in 
the elections after her death, no one pre¬ 
dicted that the Congress would get as 
many as 415 seats, the largest mandate 
since Independence." Agrees MODE’S 
Chaticijee, “NTR's comeback in 
Andhra was a wave, but no one predic¬ 
ted (hal accurately as well." 

But it’s not that poUsterv have always 
gone wrong. Indian psephology came of 
age in 1979 when Prannoy Roy accurate¬ 
ly predicted the outcome of the 1980 
puliameniary election. Since (hen. he 
has got the results of every Lok Sabha 
poll ctwreci. Others, of course, have 
mixed records. 

But now that even Prannoy Roy is fai¬ 
ling. perhaps the lime has come to throw 
away all the old rules about psephology 
and stiji from scratch. • 



42 


1 IMS 







In 1 2 years-, 
the world can- 




•■'He 






>>■•4 bow loos <i 12 ^anr 

oat noajik to ase l••4«r* .f)M mmi fktU Bofdan 
tM WWW. tMfw, lwli»,».wHCW. 

^li 1. lU h«y> w(C icBiWinlii^.p^ 

loiaHrr.aMm 


"* •*•« do ‘he aeiect B»(«ral lagrcdleBli 
IW vort Ibfllr Bafi« vith is*- 

^ou. Ooly aftor 12 yoar# :or og 
4«M Blbcfc Dog bogoiro lti> anok 
tuic. TW r«n lUM «/ 


■'i'* 






AtttMclwrttydl 


for • good CMM 


A 


HEARTY APPETITE 



During rhc 
('hcfand 
Child Bcnevitlutii 
Evening, held ai IX^Ihi's 
Hotel Ashok. there might 
have been many cooks, 
hut no harm was done to 
the broth. 

The unique charity 


dinner, organised by the 
Indian Culinary 
Federation (ICF) lo raise 
hinds for Child ReIkT & 
You tCRYl, had 40 chefs, 
dishing out-literal I y '-a 
llve*ciHirxc gourmet nicah 
lynt preplatcd dishes 
include a goldleaf Mwbet 


served lor the (Irst lime in 
the world. So the pris'c, at 
Rs 2.500 per pluie. came 
hardly as a surprise. 

'fhoaim was 
two-pronged. Said chcl 
M S. (lill. president of ihe 
ICR. "We want lo display 
Ihe culinary skills of 
Indian chefs and — 
simultaneously —do 
something for 
underprivileged children.”' 


Ra 


HMAN’S HOLIDAY 


Uxiks like 
(he superhii 
from Ritja — Kuhnini. 
Rukmhii. Ahiidi ke fxuuf 
k w kyit htui — not only 
went down well with the 
masses, but also sci its 
creator thinking along 
certain lines. 

Because, musical 
whiz-kid A.K, Rahman 
recently lied the kmn at a 
simple ceremony at a 
darfiuh. The lady in 

quest joii — Sarrahaiiu. 
sister-in-law of actor 
Rahman, alias Raghu 
The 26-yeiir-oUJ 
Rahman, currently 
soaring on the musical 
horizon of fllmdom. is 
now busy working with 


such filmmakers as 
$uhhu.shChai and 
Govind Nihatani in 
Bombay, and Shankar 


down south. 

But, for (he time being. 
Rahman is taking some 
time off from his hectic 
schedule to croon love 
song.s meant only for his 
brkte. 







Tv 

SESSION 


It looks as if 
^^■1 T.N..Scshan 
has decided what he is 
going to do once his term 
as the chief election 
commissioner is over. He 
is going 10 make sure that 
the arc-lights replace the 
ordinary cumcriis (hat arc 
now iniincdonhim. 

Seshan is slipping intu 
a new role of a TV siar in 
Ihe mega-sotip Taiv . 
portraying an 
inairruptiblc police 
officer. While director 



Raman Kumar is 
ovcqoyed at having roped 
in the country’s mosi 
talked-about personality. 
Seshan is reportedly quite 
pleased himseif, what 
with a chance at wielding 
anew kind of baton. 

Wedon’tknow—yet 
—if .Seshan is going to 
make that giant leap from 
the small lo the big screen 
eventually, but if his 
Stunts ore anything lo go 
by. he could give many of 
our heroes a run for their 


Q 




money. 
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Cheque 

MATE 

■■■■■ U's always 

w/Ktm 

u\s(Kidfe a game so 
lacking in 

flamboyance with the 
kiniiof imemational 
attention chess 
nevertheless seems to 
command. Ami in 
Vishwunaihan Anand. wc 
have somcor)e who is the 
fiKiis ofit. 

But, what few lovers of 
the game know, is that the 
chess wi/a/d has emerged 
at the lop of the list of 
money-earners fwm 
events condticicd by the 
fh’olessiiinal Chess 
Ass(Kjation<P(’A) 
during the last one year. 

According to the PC A, 
Anund earned •— this is 
—US$1,^.500. 
leaving such big names as 
Vladimir Kramnik (US 


$ 1.72,000) and Garry growing popularity of 

Kaspaixw(US$ljS3i00) 'speedchess .thePC'A 
lagging in his wake. Im decided to pour in the 

And. there's mure in bucks for its 
store for our champ. development. Anand. 

Keeping in ntind the who is said to be the 


quickest on the draw in 
the entire circuit, is sure to 
figure pmminentty in 
their plans. 

Fast forward*^that's 
the way to go, Anand. 


Chunk OF 

WISDOM 

DonT 
condemn it 
— condom it!' Right. 
Chunky? 

The two things that the 
self-professed playboy of 
Botlywood. Chunky 
Pandey. lakes seriously 
are sex, and now AIDS. 

So, it was not 
surprising to find Chunky 
lending ample vocal Ionic 
U) Che NGO. Population 
Services of India's <PS1) 
can^gn. in Bombay, lo 
spr^ awareness ah^l 
the killer disease. 

Chunky—whose 


preoccupation with AIDS 
ha.vpn>mpted him to 
undergo nuincn>us KIV 
tests*—found himself 
addressing an 
interestingly mixed 
gathering of prostitutes uf 
Kamathfpura. their 
children, madames, 
pimps and two favourite 
clients of each of die 
prostitutes at acily theatre. 

"Condoms are like 
credit cards.* declaimed 
Chunky to them, 
completely unfared by 
his unusual audience 
(who i s rarely at a lass for 
words). "Never leave 
home without them." 

And, m^xly 
wondered if Pandey 
actually practised what he 
preach^. • 
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Stany, stany night 

The first of a series of concerts to celebrate Ravi Shankar's 75th birthday 

T fw curiiimvswcpi ysj(K’(t>rcvtraJ 15 ihmugh the pmod of time that witnes* self. Accompanied by Zakir Husain u 
perfonnerv on a low. scmi-circuiar Ncd the intpaci of the muMcian's talent Ihe labla. the first ^ci raga Jogesbwan i 
staee. resplcn<Jent in red eUxb and all over Ihc world. I'mm hi.> nsc loproini' a ten*and*a*half beat that entered into 


T lw cunaiiiv swept ysjdi* to reveaJ 15 
performers ttn u low. scmi-circular 
stage, resplendent in red eUxband 
ruses. The auditorium fiKcd with the 
deep resonance of ShtuMi Mwam 
(Hymn f*fir (iuru Vtuuhtuj and 

ChafurunK in niga Yiunan. At the 
tcnirv. wearing a ghxious garland and 3 
beatific sniiic. sat the star of the show, 
Thi.v was the intnxJuctriin lo the coo* 
cen ceicbraimg 75 years of Ravi Shan¬ 
kar. Almost 5.(KKi fans and admi^‘f^ hud 
thronged to New Delhi's 3.50t>-s<ai 
capacity Siri Fon Auditorium in late 
February {the maestro’s birthday falls 
on 7 April), 

Organiscit by the maestro’s wife. 
Sukunya Shankar, the pcrt’ormorK'c was 
the first of a M'ries that wi II go on around 
the wivJd (including in Umdon. New 
York. Uw Angeles Tokyo and Stngapiv 
re I amt it also introduced lovers ^ the 
muter \ talent to the pexential uf his 
l.Vycur-old daughter. Anouslika. 

The concert was dominated by ragas 
that allowed fix individual sofo rendc* 
rings by .'Shankar's disciples, resulting 
In some talented displays on the mrod. 
sitar. wnuktr. guitar, fluic and ahfhnui 
conducted by his oldest disciple, the 
82 ycar*o1d Vijay Raghav Rjo. 

Anoushku Shankar 
mode her stage dchui 
with a well executed solo 
in ragii Mishra Riluo set 
to a rruidhva ektut roi 
composition. Pulsed cle* 
gantly and at ca.se with 
iKr instrurncnl. she 
proved that her father 
wa.s as gcKxl a teacher as a 
performer, with a display 
of her own potential. As 
the noted labia player. 

Zakir Husain poinl^ out. it is extremely 
rare to find both talents in orse man. 
Indeed, as the disciples swept the audlcn* 
ce ihrixjgh the over and under tenes of 
their ragoa. they showed what a joy it 
must he to emulate the macstm’.s grace. 

The celebration hod also included an 
audiovMual display organised by Alan 
KuzloMld, I Californian disciple of 
Shapkar. The show, a kind of hiognphi- 
cal tkttch, led the audience step by step 


through the period of time that witnes* 
sed the impact of the muMcion's talent 
all over the world. I'mm hi.s rise loprumi' 
ncncc in India, lo his fame in the hippie 
culture of die West and finally to his n»le 
as musical slalcsrTun for international 
peace, the film merged images of Shan¬ 
kar’s extraordinary life with samples of 
some of his best p^urmanccs 
Clips frsxn the Monterey Fk>p Festival 


self. Accompanied by Zakir Husain on 
Ihe labia, (he first set raga Jogeshwori to 
a ten-and-a-half beat that entered into a 
annplex rhythmic exercise. The 
second, a long rendering of a untui com¬ 
position in raga Monjh Khamaj. allowed 
Anoushka lu join her father m his perfor¬ 
mance, that often left her stranded, hut 
provided on appropriate finale to a sh<iw 
that sal Mudeni by the side of guru. 







Sukanya Shankar, 
the maestro's wife, 
organised the 
concert which also 
marked the debut of 
his daughter 
Anoushka 


uf 1967 lu ha& iTHLsical ’converutkin' 
with Zakir Husain at (he Roy^ Albert 
Hall were just two examples. Insights 
into Shankar's Nvurk were ofTered by the 
likes of Yehudi Menuhin. Zubin Mehta 
and Zakir Husair». But the hcsi of (bese 
come from hix gum. Baba AJIatidin 
Khan, who said of the raga. the basis of 
all Shankar’s music. ^Tbe music » God.* 
The evening was rounded off wHh 
two ngax performed by PwidUji Mm- 


The show demanded rigoruus practi¬ 
ce for three days, heavy emotional bur¬ 
dens on some participants and once 
again returned Shankar to his hixncland. 

Midway through rehearsal, Vijay 
Kaghav JUo received the newsof his brr» 
thcr'.s death. When Shankar saw (he visi¬ 
bly saddened Rao. he asked him what 
the matter wa.s. On teaming (because, he 
said to Rao. "But you must go and attend 
your brother’s funeral." Rao. however, 
would have none of this. The show 
must goon." he said bravely. 

This concert makes history in India," 
vocalist Samaresh Chaudhury told 
SoNUAY. 'Such a piugiamine will never 
come again. All the stsx of today were 
a.ssemMed and the only man who could 
ever bring this about is ^nditji himself." 

It was a fitting gift not just lo Ravi 
Shankar but loven of cliasi^ musk as 
well. • 
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/AD.K. Gupu. 4 former 
member of Uk Telecom 
Comnu89ion.hu 
recommended] a trifurcatioo 
of the department of 
t^ecommunicaiions (DoT). 
And it looks like a decision 
may be taken on this soon. 

The most important 


siMH ATTHC 

COftFFBENCE ON WOIA'S eONMO 
(UNAISSANCC 


f 



■ Shot In th* 


Tndia has finally gotten 
Xo ver its $q oeami shnns of 
not only selling arms but 
telling about it. In an 
interview lo PTl. the defence 
secretary. Vijii K. Kapoor, 
has revved thai the 
pfpjectcd growth for defence 
c sports for this year i s Rs 
400crore. 

He says the country is 
offering a whole range of 
ifmaments such as offshore 


Telaoomwiuwlcatlona; 
ohMglni tlmoa 

recommendation is to create 
a mvkei'Ohented unit called 
India Telecom that will 
develop, operate aM 
maintain telecom services. 
The Telecom Commission. 
SO far handling this job. 
should be only responsible 
for formulating policies and 
mobilising resources, the 
panel says. 

Also, it has suggested the 
creation of an independent 
Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India to oversee 
licensing and tariffs to 
ensure a level playing field 
for the vate sector. 

It is recontmended that 
India Telecxun he headed by 
a chainnan<um-chief 
executive officer, a position 
to be held by a member 
(services) in (he Telecom 
Commission. 

As (he DoT is now 
structured, there is 
over<entralisati4M) and too 
many decision* making 
layers. Trifurcation, the 
Gupta Commitce feels, will 
work things better. 


EVENT OF THE WEEK 


The number of government employees are on 

the increase 


il’^^ n 


At the start of the econcmiic refeems 
programme, there was a move (o reduce 
the number of government departments 
and jobs. It was argued that reforms 
were also about making government 
small. But new figures show that the 
government is. in fact, bloating. 

In 1995*96. nearly 68.000 rnon persons wi11 be 
employed and this will cost the government over Rs 1 .040 
CTore . In 1994-95. the actual strength of government 
employees was 3.9 million, and this will cross four million 
in the next year. 

According to the Budget figures. Rs 6.701.35 cron 
went in the form of pay. Rs 8,830.M as allowances and Rs 
68V.70 crore in Uivel expenses in 1994*95. All of these 
have been raised. 

The railway ministry, the communicaiitms ministry and 
(he home and Unance minisiries account for 75 per cent of 
the loud expense on wages. 

Indeed, public sector uniu have dc»e better tdioui 
reducing employees. Coal India Limited, for instance, has 
kept near to the VR5 (voluntary retirtmeni scheme) 
targets. As J0.958 employees have volunuriIy retired 
from its eight coal‘producing subsidianes and two 
non *€041'Producing subsidiaries since 1 February, this 
year, more are expected to. 



pauol vessels, survey 
vessels, ami'tank and 
anti-aircraft ammunition 
and so on. 

*'With our competilive 
and comparable defence 
technology and lower coil of 
production, we're on the 
threshold of considerably 
boosting our defence 
exports,** he said. India is 
also entering its new 
advanced light helicopter, 
designed by Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited, in the 
worid market. 


■ Falling in 
place 


P df the last 13 weeks, the 
inflation rate keot above 


X in nation rate kept above 
the 11 per cent mark. For the 
week ended 4 March, ii 
dipped to 10.47 percent 
from 11,39 per cent. 







The drop in the inflation 
rate has be^ caused by the 
fall in (he index for primary 
articles by 0.8 percent. 
There wa.s a drop in the 
prices of such food articles 
as fruits, vegetables, milk, 
b<yra, barley, eggs, urhar. 
gram and so on. 


aUNuv Man'aw.i 1 m 
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Manmohan Singh 
prepares the Congress 
parry for the Lok Sabha 
polls with his populist 
Budget 


A I the Congress Working 
Committee (CWC) mee* 
ting convened soon After 
the loul rout in the 
Andhra Pradesh and Kama* 
uka Assembly polls, members were una* 
nimous in the view (hat (he Congress 
had lost out to the pc^uJist policies of 
N.T. Rutu Rho and (he pro*fiirmer 
image of H.D. Deve Oowdu. "The 
Congresstl) was always ideniiHed with 
(he poor. That identification hub been 
lost." lamented Sitaram Kesh. 

Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
nodded in agreement. "Rajiv Gandhi 
nrv bhi exercise chalai thi. Indira Gan* 

t 

dhi to pcxx xf identify karti hi iheen. 
Lekin oaj hamari party key members 
aise hain ki woh Adidas jooton aur 
Mont Blanc pens se zyada ocekt larah 
identify kaney hain (Rajiv Gandhi 
started the exercise. Indira Gandhi 
always identified with the poor. But our 
party members today are such (hat they 
identify better with Adidas shoes ard 
Moot BlaiK pens).” the PM said. The 
meeting was adjourned with the resolve 
that finance minister Manmohan Singh* 
would be summened to tell the CWC 
what could be done to correct (he image 
of the party, 

Maunohan Siogh presented himself 
•at(he next meeting. In an im^essive pre¬ 
sentation. he told (he CWC that its fears 
were unfounded. Under various names. 


















ihe unounl allocated to an(i*poverty 
schemes had gone up in every Budget. 
The PM had announced so many anti- 
poveny schemes in his speech on Inde¬ 
pendence Day. And those were not • 
paper projects. 

The conclusion reached ai the end of 
the meeting was: the government had to 
think of new schemes that would benefit 
the poor. The CWCauthorised a commit¬ 
tee. headed by the Planning Conunss- 
sion deputy chairman. Pranab Mukher- 



On the eve of his trip to 
Copenhagen to attend the 
World Social Summiti the 
PM spent nearly 12 hours 
discussing the Budget 
with Manmoban Sii^ 

Jee. to draw up a 1 ist of pro>poor program¬ 
mes the party had undenaken. The poll- | 
cy paper prepared by it was adopted as 
the Congres^l) tnanifeaio for the neat 
round of Assembly elcctioiu. The con* 
sensus was* if the party didn't warn to 
face another rout in the Asaembly and 
general ekections. it had to get io act toge¬ 


ther. The emphasis in the Budget had to 
be on visiUe run) development sche¬ 
mes and the elimination of rural poverty. 

It was this ewe meeting which set 
(he tone for this year's Budget In Janua¬ 
ry. when the budget-making exercise 
was 1 ft progress, the Prime Minisier pre¬ 
pared a long bnef which was sent to the 
finance minisier. And on the eve of his 
trip to Copenhagen to anend the World 
SociaJ Summit. Rao. pressed as he was 
for lime, speni nearly ) 2 houre discus¬ 
sing (he Budget with Manmohan Singh. 

A s (he date for (he prcseniatko of the 
Budgec came closer. Manmohan 
Singh found himself uiuier great pressu¬ 
re. At a dinnerhosied by the PM to felici¬ 
tate Nelson Mandela <who was in India 
as the chief guest for the Republic Day 
cekbrationsl. he confessed (o friends 
that he didn’t know how to halartce the 
political compulsions of his party with 
(he requiremenu of (he economy. He 
said his biggest problem was d^ing 
wiih Ai^un Singh. At that time. .Singh 
h^ just declared himself as a rebel. 
AnxiO(ks (o incorporate suggestions 
from Arjun Singh, the finance minister 
discussed the issue with him for nearly 
two hours. "I asked him for his sug¬ 
gestions cm making the Budget a pro¬ 
poor one. He said nothing, just sat and 
listened. A( the end of (he meeting, he 
smiled and said. Tt has nothing to do 
with you. Manmohanji. This is politics'." 

So. what were (he factors that w^t 
imolherrtakingofihe 1995-96 Budget? 

The main factor was (he timing. The 
Budget and the As.sembly elections 
were coming logeiber. The imp^ of a 
pos&iMe electoral defeat had to be 
cushioned. 

But the econoouc reforms program¬ 
me was no( going to be given up. At the 
CII centenary, held in Calcutta in the 
first week of January, the PM had said 
that he was not going to be cowed down 
by criticism of hu finance minisier. 
Congress politicians sighed in frustra¬ 
tion. the industry went overboard expec¬ 


ting more concessions m this year's 
Budget and Manmohan Singh began tal¬ 
king to his doctor about his insomnia 
problem. 

On (he eve of the Budget, the Young 
Turks in the Congress held a meeting at 
the residence of Asfam Shcr Khan. MP» 
to discuss problems of 'unity and stabi¬ 
lity' in the parry. One of the patiici- 
pants, Rungaraju) Kumimmangaiam. 
warned of dire consequences if the 



*'I don't know what rii do 
if the Budge: doesn’t meet 
our demands. There may 
be some MPs who will 
stand up and vole down 
such a Budget" 

Budget was noi 'pro-poor’. '1 don’t 
know whai J’t) do if the Budget doesn't 
meet uur demands. There may be some 
MPs who will be ready lo su^ up and 
vote down such a Budget,” Kumara- 
'mangalam said With all these pressu¬ 
res. it was little wonder that Manmohan 
Singh had (0 do a balancing act. 






■USINCSS 




C.K. BIRLA 


He said the 
Hnance minister had 
done nothing about 
corporate tax or personal 
income tax 


A I u profit conference soon aficr he 
nad presented the Budget. MunriO' 
han Singh confessed (hai he was under 
too muny pressures — especially ihe 
19% purliameriinry elections. 

") do not warn to deny that I hod 
domestic compuisionH.*' he said, adding. 
"Ifyou give the people of India a straight 
question — who is going to manage (he 
polity of India — I have siill not given 
up hope that they will give a straight 
answer. Looking around, the vahous 
regional configurations and grouping.s 
do not provide a credible alternative lo 
the Congress...Indio i.s bigger than the 
Congress, but the Congress is the best 
guarantor of Ind ia \ sustained progrtss." 

In the same breath. Singh admitted 
that he was worried about several ano> 
mahes in the Budget. One was the fiscal 
deficii. He acknowledged that it hod 
been brought down from 8.5 per cent in 
I99J to 6-7 percent in 1994, "Iiisiwuioo 
bad. But [ would have liked to do bet¬ 
ter... may he. to bring it down to 4,5 per 
cent." he wid, 

"Development unleasbe.s new ten* 
sions. In the short term, a lot of anxiety 
an.ses in Ihe procevses of change, lots of 
anger, lot of frustration. As I see it. some 
of the anger is expressing itself in the 
local fx^ls." Singh argued. 

But. while economists and (be 
industry discussed the fiscal deficit and 
its impact on the economy. Congress 
MPs were quite hiq)py with the general 
thrust of the Budget — a Rs 2.000 crore 
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rural infrastrucuin: development fund 
Within Nabard. which will provide loans 
lo stale governments; an additional Rs 
5( Ml crore to meet the credit needs of the 
Scheduled Cosies and Scheduled Tri* 
hes; a special nonh-ca»iiern develt^ 
mem bank and a new scheme for credit 
(o the Khadi and Village Industries 
Board. 

Not very kmg back, the government 
had announced its intention lo cut down 
fertiliser and food subsidies. But in the 
Budget, there was a hefty hike: an 
i ncreasc of 51.25 per cem i n food subsi¬ 
dy und .^5 per cent in fcniliser subsidy, 

Bui Manmohan Singh ilclihcruiely | 
Icfi certain questions unanswered Whai ^ 
aNiui the government's ciunmitineni lo 
the cxil policy, whkh was to guarantee 
foreign invcsimcni^ Thea* was silence 
on insurance seett^ reforms, and a 
word was said on Iho resJniciuring of 
public secbv units and state electricity 
boards. 

The industry is undcr^landabty 
annoyed with Mannx'han Singh. 
Indusinalisi L.M. Thapar complained 
that subsidies hod been increased, which 
meant that the fiscal deficit would 
increai^. "What happened to the finance 
minister's promises?" Thapar asked 
C.K. Birla. The chairman of the Calcul la- 
based Hindusiafl Motors, said the finan* 
ce minister had done nothing cither 
about corporate lai nr pcrxinal income 


.'>r 



'The Congress(I) was 
always Identified wilh the 
poor. That identification 
has been lost" 


tax. And the Associated Chambers of 
Cismmerce and Industry termed the 
Budget "populist", a "departure from the 
earlier investment*friendly Budgets". 

T he Prime Minister's Office (PMOj 
reportedly played a key nde in the 
making of tUs Budget. A signal of the 
changes to come was a terse announce* 


ARJUN SINGH 

"tasked hidiforliis 
suggestions on 
making the Budget 
a pro-poor one...He 
said. *tt has nothing 
to do with you. 
Manmohanji. This is 
politics'" 
Manmohan Singh 
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L.M.THAPAR 


The Industrialist 
complained that subsidies 
had been increased, 
which meant fiscai 
deficit would increase 


mem. n few days befr^rc the Budget, that 
m new deponmcnis wtHfld be created in 
the ministry urrumidevelopmem From 
a ministry which didn’t even have a 
minister after Rameshwar Thakur 
resigned in (he wake of (he securities 
scam, rural development now promises 
10 become the best-financed ministry. 
The budgetary allocation for schemes to 


TAXATION 


a &(ca« dut^ ctjt on itm of inn comuffiphon Hu covmM M 
ftvnemyvn. 

a MmwtaxninpbooiHMraiMtoR»4^^ 

• Tlx Muettoo a aourco to Muda in for profnloftf 

Mfvleii. 

»Mori tix Muchon bnflti to the fwkdicmod. 

• Rvi^ ts( hoMiy on buildino. rnalmilriing and 60 ^^ 

NghuM rude etc. 

• BiikCUtomsd(rtittlowarioto50pircdri.Tlf1ftonGipttllooodiM 
componirti lowend. 

• Dueiuohpugticidown 

• tmpQd duty on pipir reduced to 40 per cant 


NEW SCHEMES 


• NaOari to overn new rural Hitraitructwe davelopmem 

• Technotopy (Mopmenl end modtmtutton fund for tmtH-nli Indulry, 

• A new edwmi ol hird(CfedRtothe Khidi lod VH^ Ind^ 

• A hew noifh-eatern development bank. 

• A group Hft tmurance sdwme to be QpenUad by panch^. 

• An Independent reoutitory authoftty for insur«e lec^ 

• A new Hu ot credR tor the Scheduled Caawt M ScheduM Trm. 


PLAN PROPOSALS 


• Centrif pUn ouU^f for 18SS« up hy 12.41 per cent 

» R$c« deficit for 19S6-S6 pepped tt $i per urn of the GDP. 

«OuperceotkmmlneerMptartueWmtorlheibUiandUTe. 

• fUn oubiy lor apneunure leclor up by 14.6 percent. 

• Pte outf^r tor ruU dfvetopmim up 6.3 perunt; urtMT deveio^unt up by 
STSpercuC 

a TirpiM for JmTttr Ro^r YofBQa w)d IBOP NKfeaeed. 


be taken up by (his ’departmeni amounts 
to neariy Rs 35.000 crorc. The PMO 
plans to have six ministers of stale in this 
ministry, assisted by as many sccreta* 
ries. It will have lOJoint secreuries. the 
hi^tesi in any ministry. 

The PMO has foticnved this up with 
another aonuuncemeni. The f^ign 
Investment Promotion Board 
the body whidi oversees all foreign 
invesonem in lodia. was dll now headed 
by CalMDCi secretary A.N. Verma. The 
FIPB now has been tigged |o ibe 
ministry of industry. While it is still ihk 
clear who will head (he committee fas 
ihc PM is still Cidhnei minister for 
industry), the industrial development 
secretary. M.C. Gupu, will have a much 
bigger rote lo play. The main thing is. 


FIPB is no longer the sole preserve of 
the PMO. 

While Manmc4tan Singh might have 
compromised^ in budget-making, he's 
still a formidab»e force in the North 
Block and (he PMO. At an anniversary 
function of the Punjab National Bank 
(PNB). Che finance minister said (hat he 
wanted to fixm a new body to oversee 
foreign investment in India. In his 
speech, he decried the trend in foreign 
investment which was taking on the pro- 
portions of "crony c^talism*'. 

Manmohan Singh has done his best. 
Whether the Congressff) will benefit 
from hisexcfcise remains to he seen. • 





















QUEST COLUMN 

JAYSHREE SENO^A 



O UTOF T UNE 

The Centre should seek active participation from the states in 

implementing the economic r^orms 


[ndta h ncM New 

R Delhi and people 
L in India's 25 stales 
L aJsct matter when 
W impoitant deci- 
^ sions hove to be 
H taken by fhe 
H Centre. But did the 
H Centre lake the sUh 
H tes into confidence 
when ii changed over to the new econo¬ 
mic policy in said the chief 

minister of Rajasthan. Bhairon Singh 
Sekhawai. At a recent seminar in New 
Delhi, the role of the states and the futu* 
re of Centre-stato relations were discus¬ 
sed extensively. It became clear that 
there was need for a national consensus 
regarding the ongoing economic refor¬ 
ms. The states have been given pedky 
guidelines by the Centre in all important 
matters, but little consultation his taken 
place between the Centre and the 'States 
about the aim, agervda and the timetable 
for the economic refonns. 

It was reportedly pointed out at the 
seminar that the ecortomic rtfontv^ 
would accentuate the existing dispari¬ 
ties between the stales in agriculture, 
industry and in the social sector. The 
richer states will succeed in attracting 


foreign investment and the poorer states 
will be lef\ behind. Actually, the way the 
reforms have been interpreted by the su- 
tes is that now they have a free hand in 
compering againsi each other to attract 
Wign investment. But what will the 
poorer stales do to improve their agricu I • 
ture. industry and infrastructure, so that 
they may also be able to compete? 

Since the economic reforms, the sta¬ 
tes are also competing with each ocher 
by offering tax incentives to investors. 
In this game, the poorer states would be 
Che losers. It was suggested chat the 
Centre, in any case, should al k>w the sta¬ 
tes greater autonomy in their own fiscal 
management. The tax system should he 
umpUfied to preempt tax competition 
between the states. The Centre has to 
come to the rescue of the poorer states 
by targeting compensatory transfers to 
them. Regional bdance between the sta¬ 
tes was imponant, not only for provi¬ 
ding equal opportunities for inveMment. 
but also for providing equal opportuni¬ 
ties forempdoymenl to the people. Other¬ 
wise. there would he severe pn>hlems of 
housing, sanitation and health relating 
to rni grants going from the poorer to the 
richer states. 

Allowing foreign investment alone 


will not solve deep-rooted problems of 
social security, gender equality and 
basic health. Besides, what guarantee is 
there that when the foreign investors 
agree to come, th^ will he more hone.si 
and efTicieni and they would have priori¬ 
ties that would help in the uplift of 
(be local population? After the recent 
experience in China, foreigners may noc 
even be ready to bri ng i n the if laiesi tech* 
nology for fear of copyrights infringe¬ 
ment and piracy They muy not invest in 
skills development of the local people 
and instead hire expatriate staff or cosily 
labour from outside. Foreigners are also 
mH above corruption, considering the 
fact that the govemmenis of all major 
industrial countries are embroiled in 
some financial scandal or otlier. 
involving bribes, kickbacks, pay-offs 
and even murder. 

They are noi averse to tax evasion 
either and comply readily with local 
demands ftir black money, as is evident 
in New Delhi's outrageous real estate 
business. The possibility of foreigners 
lining their pockets after getting 
upprr^ate deals from the government 
in mega infrastructural projects wns 
pointed out by Rangarajan Kumard- 
mangalam. MP. Tlius, replacing an inef- 



It was pointed out at a seminar in New Delhi that the economic reforms would accentua 












rarities between states in agriculture, industry and in the social sector 


ficieni regime with a po»ibIy conupi 
and dubious one » hardly a de&irable pro¬ 
position. Instead of o^ering generous 
counter-guarantees, stiff competitive 
bids should be encouraged and all appli¬ 
cants should be screened svith uimusl 
cafe. 

1 nsiead of maki ng a big fanfare of glo¬ 
balisation and libe^u^ation, efforts of 
the Centre should be directed at impro¬ 
ving the social infrastniciure of the 
country. More money has io be allocated 
for developing primary education 
because India is way below the wortd 
average in ba^c education. Allcounuics 
which have had successful economic 
reforms had a much higher record of 
basic education When such grim rcali* 
lies are pointed out by experts like the 
well-known development economist 
and visiting prorcs'<('>f of the Delhi 
School of ncoTHvmics, Jean Drere. one 
sees clearly the futility of all the hype 
aboul liberalising and corporjliving 

India first. 

T ik role of mtportant insiuutions like 
ibe Planning O^ninisMon and (he 
hi nance ('omi n issi cm also has to be rcdc- 
Uned in order to bring aboul better 
distribution of revenues from the Centre 
to (he states. In the pre-reform era. the 
four advanced stales having 40 per ceni 
India's total population received 
more ihan 4^ per cent of the loial irans- 
fers from the Ccnirc to ihe states, while 
the five backward states, supporting 
more than 50 per cent of (he country's 
population, had a share of only 42 per 
cent. Such anomalies and conflicts 
to be cocrecied under the reforms, said 
fiscal expert Dr, M. Gnvind Ran. Unless 
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BHAIRON SINGH 
SHEKHAWAT 


TlMdiM mliil«t#rof 
RglMtfiM hM polfit#d 
out that th# f fon ns 
woro ouppotttf to foduco 
til# C#fftr#*# control ovor 
tliootato#' 
administration 


(he poorer stales get a head suut in 
solving iheir social sector problems, 
(hey will drag down Ihe refonna effon. 

All the states have, in any case, been 
getting less and less money due to (he 
Centre’s pledge lo cut budgetary deficit 
unda (he ecorirnnk reforms. True, in 
(he last few yean, liw stales have mana¬ 
ged their fiscal deficit better than the 
Centre, but (hat is because they had less 
money lo spend and not because they 
were more prudent. Budgetary cuu in 
the development of the social sector in 
the stales will spell disaster in (he future. 
Since the slates cannot borrow freely 
from the RBI or from foreign financial 


maikets. ^ley have to rely on the Centre 
to finance their expenditures, and these 
might be increased in case of weaker sta¬ 
tes. The states' power to levy taxes and 
c^lect money for themselves, like the 
octroi, is a contemious issue under the 
economic reforms, because reforms 
ritfan that (here should be free mi>ve- 
ment of goods and services between the 
stues. It was suggested that the states 
will ultimately have to price the goods 
now freely available in order to collect 
revenues, like appropriate water and 
power charges 

The chief minister of Rajasthan also 
pointed out that the reforms were sup* 
posed to reduce its control over the sta¬ 
tes’ adrrunistratiun but in its control over 
the central services, it has not done so 
The result is that no officer working in 
the states (which is often regarded a 
posting for 'biding time') can be suspen¬ 
ded or fired if found guilty t>f some 
wrongdoing. Even the chi^ minister 
cannot do anyliung. This reduces (he 
fkii^lity of (he state governments in 
weeding out ineBicierKy and comiption. 

Thus, the old hiervchical ways cont i • 
nue and the Centre has power over all 
key economic decisions. Today, apart 
from an oligarchy of power at the centre, 
(here are also imponani frireign players 
in the scene. All majoi decisions have to 
be approved by foreign lending agencies 
and business interests. This is a natural 
outcome of globalisation and one should 
not be surprised to see more foreigners 
in the capital or the number of conferen¬ 
ces and meetings between foreign inte* 
rests and local bodies rise disproportio¬ 
nately in (he future. • 







TAXING 

POLITICS 


Political parties tnay be booked forflouting 

income tax laws 


T he jiovemmeni has been hau¬ 
led to the dock. The Supftmc 
Court has asked the minisuy 
of finance, department of com* 
pany affairs and the Election 
Commission to explain why they failed 
to enforce the country's incoiTic tax laws 
with respect to political parties. The 
Income Tax Act makes ii mandatory for 
political organisations to , maintain 
audited books of accounts, but none 
except die Communist Party of India 
(CPI) and the Janata Party appear lo 
keep such records and file itKome tax 
returns. 

On 10 February, the Supreme Court 
heard a petition, under Article ^2 of the 
Constitution, filed by the well-known 
consumer activist, H.D. Shourie, of 
Common Cause. "We filed the petition,* 
Shourie told Sunday, "after receiving 
complaints that some political panics 
were not complying with the statutory 
requirement of getting their accounts 
annually audited and of issuing receipts 
for voluntary contribution^.'" In respon¬ 
se to this, the court has asked the depart* 


mem of revenue (ministry of finance), 
departmcni of company affairs and the 
Election Commission to file their replies 
on lOJuly. 

Before 1979. there was* no specific 
kgislaikm on taxing the income arsd 
wealth of political parties. But Section 
13A was inserted In the IncomeTax Act. 
1961, with eBect from April 1979. 

The ?iection states; *Any income of a 
political party which is chargeable 
under the head. 'Inctmie from house pro¬ 
perty" or income from other sources or 
any other income by a way of voluntary 
contributions received by a political 
pvty from any other person shall not be 
iiK'ludcd in iIk lot^ income of the pre¬ 
vious year of such political party .* 

A ^y can claim tax exemption only 
If it maintains proper accounts so that Its 
inc om e can be assessed; keeps a record 
of every voluntary contribution above 
Rs 10,(100 irKluding the names and 
addresses of the domrs and gets Its 
accounts audited. 

But only a few have bothered to do 
this. 


THE NEW CEILING 



Cawgiljn matiriili bthig praparad: 
wIK tta partlaa ba aiora aceaantabla? 


S hourie wrote to as many as 15 
parties to find out whether they 
were maintaining books of accounts and 
tiling income tax returns. Bui not many 
responded. *Only the Janata Pany 
answered in the positive; no other party 
has eve n bothered to ans wer.'" he said, 
K.C. Bansal, the CRT treasurer, 
however, told Sunday, " Since we repre¬ 
sent the working class, we have maintai¬ 
ned transparency in matters of accounts. 
Our accounts have been audited for 


fto April 1994. (be Cenire issued a 
InoskBctfloQ iacfcesAi thedeetka 
expaoM* Idr canfidatee. Tbe limit wm 
nosed ton RsStMJOO ID Rs I.S lakh for 
K Aaaanbly GOAsdhMBcy and from Rs 
1.5i^tolU43tattfora 
pvtovMry Mt. depeadiag oe the 
eaeoftheOtta. 
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Rs I.SUkbrortbeLokSabha. 

• la AmfortPradesh. Bihar. 

BdabMhira. Tamil Nadu sad Uttv 
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50,000 lo Rs U lakh ferdia Aaaamhly 
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MiaoMU. S^bi has good i^fnoiiSsLjj 

. toRs4.15Uch. 
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PrdAOriss•.Pm^ttdA4M»^ AB0a«MeactoM^«diU4.1»: * 
ceOfog has been nned tan foi40.000 fotofotepnOiniaMWowito 
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more ihan 12 yean aow 
an4 we have alM) filed 
Income tax returns for the 
same period." 

The JanuW Patty, 
headed by Dr Subramoni- 
am Swamy. also muin- 
mins Its accounts and 
files income uk nnums. 

Bui leaders of other 
major parties developed a 
cold feet when quizred 
on party funds. Said K.R. 

Malkani. semor vice- 
president of the Bharati¬ 
ya Janata Party tBJPl. "I 
do not know anythinjf 
about donationt received 
by the BJP.’ And Ved Pra- 
kash Goel, the party's all- 
India treasurer, said, 

"Political patties do not 
need lo file incemK lax 
returns. They do not am 
but receive donatiotK 
from their well-wishers. We submit the 
audit report to the national executive 
cr>miniaee of the party. " 

Isn't this a violation of income tax 
laws? Goef $ answer is a confident no. 
"For (he last 50 years, no political party 
has filed income tax returns and has also 
not mainuined books of eccounis. 


do not know 
anything about 
donations received 
by th€ BJP" 


'*I cannot talk about 
the donations to the 
Congress party"' 


Hence the BJP ha.s also not violated the 
income lax laws." he'explaincd. 

Coniresstl) leaders, on the other 
hand, busily p^sed (he buck lo one ano- 
(her. Said Ihe All India Congress Toni* 
miuee (AiCC) general secretary, Janar- 
(than Pdojaty. "Ask Siiaram Kesri. I do 
not know anything ^loui (he rmancial 


matters." Siiaram Kesri, the Congrcs^(l) 
irca.surer. (oo, decided (o let the buck 
p^s. '1 cannot talk about the donyiions 
(a (he party. Moreover, ( am going to 
Bihar. You can talk to other Congress 
leaders." 

The ianaii Dal's response was much 
(be same. "I doncH have any infonnaiiod 
on this. Either S Jaipal Reddy or S.R. 
Bommai should be contacted." said per¬ 
manent secretary N BalakrUhnan. 
While both Reddy and Bommai were 
out of Delhi, Ram Vilas Paswan agreed 
ihal all political parties should file their 
tax returns. But he wasn't sure whether 
his pany practi.sed what he preached. 

P olitical parlies receive donations 
from corporate houses too. Compa¬ 
nies can donate fund.s under Section 
295A of ihc Companies Aci. which 
allows them lo play a legitimate role, 
within defined norrriA. in u functioning 
democracy. 

A company can make political contri¬ 
butions "not exceeding ^ve per cent of 
its average net profits" as permitted by 
its board of directors. But many industri¬ 
alists harbour misgivings about funding 
poli(tcal organisutions. Says noted 
6 lawyer and BJP member 
*Arun Jaillcy, "The com¬ 
panies do not like to 
make payments to politi¬ 
cal panics openly /' 

So Shouric. in his peti¬ 
tion, drew the court's 
attention to this irregula¬ 
rity as well 

The ministry of finan¬ 
ce. depanmeni of compa¬ 
ny affairs and the Elec¬ 
tion Commission are 
now working hard to 
solve this ticklish pro- 
hlein. 

Meanwhile, the matter 
is (0 be raised in the Lok 
Sabha on 24 March and 
finance minister Manmo- 
han Singh is expected to 
.stuie the namen of parties 
iha( are abiding by the 
income tax provisions 
. and the steps being taken 
agtfiflvi the violators. 

About 140 income u» commissio¬ 
ners have already been alerted lo check 
out whether political parties are filing 
lax returns But their job isn't going to 
he easy as the ruling party itself doesn't 
have its records ^rraighi. * 
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A child dipping for her nomo: Uw only chinco of odmisslofl 


THE PICK OFTHE LOT 

Primary schools run by the West Bengal government select 

students by lottery 


T hey come every year, in mcrea* 
sing numbers, these worried 
parents who queue up in front 
of schools at the begioning of 
academic sessions, willing to 
give anything or go to any lengths to 
ensure a sound education for their 
children. 

Except that this time round, they are 
I worried for a different reason. The We« 
' Bengal govenuneoc. in a move without 
precedent anywhere In the country, has 
done away with tests for admission to 87 
of the primary schools run by it. 
Children will instead be handpick^ — 
literally — by lottery, for admission to 
the institutions of their choice. 

ao .. 


Prediclably, this has spaiiced a furore 
of sods and considerable resentment 
against the system which, many feel, is 
exposing children to a game of chance 
even before they begin their academic 
life. Hopeful guardians whu've ^pa¬ 
red their wards for gruelling admission 
tests have nothing now to fall back on. 
Teachers are afrmd that children without 
the requisite merit will gel into 
renowned puUic insduitions artd bring 
down their high standards. The move 
has also been called 'unconstitutional* 
as It may deny meritorious students 
access to public institutions where 
quality educukm comes free. 

According io West Bengal education 


secretary J.R Saha, the new system has 
been introduced to give "a br^er sec¬ 
tion of the community a chance to study 
in government schools”. Under the old 
system, only children of educated and 
relatively aiBueni parents made it to the 
government schools — the lucky few 
whose parents could give them the neces¬ 
sary training. Ihe new system, be 
claims, will open up the public institu¬ 
tions to iu "flr^l-generaticm learners''. 
Incidentally. 33 per cent of the total 
seals in all such schools are reserved for 
Scheduled Caalcs. Scheduled Tribes 
and the Other Backward Classes. And. 
while for Calcutta's best-known 
schools, the numerical ratio of appli- 















EVERY ACADEMIC SESSION BEGINS WITH QUEUES OF 


ANXIOUS PARENTS OUTSIDE REGISTRATION OFFICES I 


cams and seats is a highly lilted 100; I. 
candidates belonging lo these reserved 
categories have had an uncontesied 
entry thanks to ihsir small numbers. 

The argumeni lhai the system will 
take care (rf under-privileged children, 
thus, is less (enable than it*s made out to 
he. Besides* the continuance of the chief 
minister's quota as well as that of the 
West Bengal Government Teachers' 
Association might still allow (hose with 
influence an easy 'passage to the best 
schools. 


Child IS similar. insists Saha. 
S.R. Das. the man iR'Charge of the new 
admission procedure and also the princi' 
pal of a local govemment'Oin school, 
says the new system has been introdu¬ 
ced lo ensure paniy with the syllabus fol¬ 
lowed in primary schools. "Children 
will be tau^i (he alphabet in Standard I. 
and therefore it is not logical to expcci 
them to sit for a writtert admission test." 

But is louery a foolproof .sysiem? 
Already, there have been imtartces 
where parents have submitted more than 
one application form for the same child, 
seeking admission to the same school, 
using forged birth ceitificaies. Com¬ 
puter screening is necessary to check 
such malpractices 

Both Chaudhuri and Das concede that 
lottery is hardly (he ideal system to dev i- 


de who gets lo study in public schools. 
"Ir is most undesirable rha( only a few 
children get a chance to have qual ity edu - 
cation." says Chaudhuri. 

And what is the state government, 
with its professed commitment to equal 
opportunities for all. doing to ensure 
that the qualiiy of education available in 
the state' s 51.000 other primary schwl s 
is ai par with that in these 67 bericr- 
known government-run schools ? And 
whut is it doing about those so-called 
schmls in ihe distnets and in Calcutiu 
which make do with just one shoddy 
room where kids studying in difrereni 
clasKc.s arc huddled together to be taught 
by a single teacher who fails to turn up 
most of the time? All that the education 
secrcuuy can say is. "We w providing 
the necc5»ary Hnancial assistance to (he 

schools and 
I now k is upto them to 
improve cheir standards." 

He refers to the central 
govemnKnt programme, 
9 Blackboard. 

which the authorities 
J have been trying 10 imple¬ 
ment for the last five 
yeara. Under this scheme, 
each school has been 
sanctioned Rs 10.000 for 

^ purchase of equipment 
and improvement of the 
yWBKiS school building. With 

assistance from the UNI- 
—CEF, teachers of primary 
schools are being put 
through a sensitisation 
programme. The Over* 
seas E>evelopfncnl Admi- 
nistration. UK. has also 
come up with help — 
■K investing Rs 30-40 crore 

Bb *9 in each of the chosen five 

di stricts i n the state for 
the overall improvement 
ef primary education. 

One hopes the money 
and effort will bring 
about some kind of uni- 
formi^ of standard. Only 
that will pul an end to (his 


B ut isn i ii likely that chose less- 
ihan-hright students — and there 
will he more than a few of them if the 
law of averages is anything — will 
affect the high standards of these sup¬ 
posedly good schools'.' Will they not 
create problems for fel- , _ 
low students and teachers 
alike? "Initially, there 
might be certain pro- 
blems in that area." Saha jdOBg 
concedes, "but this is one 
of <he ways these 
children from the less- 
privileged classes can 
overcome these difficul- ||||k^S| 
lies". As for others, who 
would have been admit- 
ted had there been a test. 

Saha says. "Since they 
have (he capability they 
will do well in any cu.se. 
wherever they go.' 


But many seem to 
agree that between lotte¬ 
ry and (he cruelly deman¬ 
ding examination system 
— which often requires 
(he child .seeking amis¬ 
sion to standard 1 to be 
thoroughly conversant 
with what he will be 
taught in that class — the 
former system is the les¬ 
ser of the two evilj. "liw 


pre virus system was 
inhuman and Inenec- 
tive," says educationist 
Suk^ta Chaudhuri. "and 
in that sense, the aboli¬ 
tion of admission tests is 
a good thing". 

"At the Age of 5 plus, 
the average IQ of every 


mindless craze among 
parents to get their 
children admitted to 
'good' schools. • 
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OF THE FORTNJGHT 
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The medium it. glue or gum. "which 
qualifies these paintings as lempera". 
Similarly, the Sillanan’^l caves in 
Tamil Nadu and the ahffceh tech¬ 
nique of Rajasthan both use hinders 
and arc not Mnctly fresco hutmo- 
Alt regards the techniques used by 
Indian artisu to execute lemi^ 
work i. too. ihc author shows huw ori gi- 
ruil approaches arc once more in evi¬ 
dence. reOeciing the futility of attemp¬ 
ting 10 explain our contemporary 
artistic expression in relation to sthci 
Eun^an definitions. Ri^ example. 
European tempera artists used egg* 
ydk as a binder, hut Indian artists have 
prefentd to use different media more 
easily cxiraciahlc from the envimn- 
nteni. We learn this fnim Rupika's 
deM;rip(ion and analysis oi the works 
of u large number ol urlisis, often in 
(heir own words. Some, like Ganesh 
Pync. have innovated even more, 
using an emulsion of clcmenis that do 
not mix easily, like oil and water, to 
achieve a dreamy effect 

Lalu PriLsad Shuw, another artist 
who paints in tempera, manages to 
achieve a wash-painting effect without 
actually using the technique: "When 
he desires the soft and diffused cft'eci 
of the wash technique, and is unable to 
firtd the correct thick paper to make it. 
he resorts to his own icehn ique i n order 
to achieve a near effect of the wash 
technique. With a mouth sprayer he 
showers diluted colour on to a painting 


Freedom of 
expression 


A ,'itudy of contemporary Indian artists 


a Th i.s book deft n itvl y reOects the comi ng of age of Indt an con¬ 
temporary art . It is perhaps one of the more substantial spin¬ 
offs from the art bo^ of the last ten years or so. Of course, it 
Ukes into account only the most commercially popular 
genre ofourconiemporvy art. easel painting. But even so, it 
is an invaluable help to an collectors and investors. One 
hopes that either Rupika or someone else follows this book 
up with one each on Indian sculpture (with a section on instal¬ 
lations) and Indian graphics as well, which this volume does 

The most imponani thing (hat 1 picked up from (his book is (hot cut and dried 
Western definitions and a scholastic knowl^ge of European art do not necessari* 
ly equip one with (he capacity to analyse our now well developed contemporary 
artistic expression. For example, at one lime people could get away with calling 
the Ajanta paintings Trescoes’. despite the fact thal the fresco is. sinctly spea- 
king.amethodin which "lime and water react with the carbon dioxide in 
the air to trap the pigment panicles ~ 

mixed in the lime water, adhenng 
them to Ihc wall surface". In the Ajanta 
paintings, on the other hiind, acco^ing 
to the erudite Bengal artist. Ganesh 
Haloi, quoted by the author in this 
book, thm are three different methods 
used, depending on the nature of the .. 

rock surface. For a rough surface, a 
grounding ofa thick layerofhuxk fibre 
and stone chips mixed with clay prece- 
des a fine layer of sand and clay mixed 
wilh fl nc fibre and a vtry Ene tup layer 

of sotkI and clay covert^ with a lime* ij 

wash to make (be wall while and 
smooth to low, are necessary. Simxj- 
ther Kurfaces need have no such groun- 

ding and make do only wilh the ocher 


GANESH PYNE HAS USED AN EMULSION OF ELEMENTS LIKE OIL AND 


WATER, THAT DO NOT MIX EASILY, TO ACHIEVE A DREAMY EFFECT 














and achieves a misty effeci. He feeU 
that he can conirol spraying of his 
small fonrun paintings (better) with 
the mouth'i^ray rather than with the 
spray-gun which covers a wider area 
and is unable to accede to his 
demands". The concern with tech¬ 
nique and experiments with media by 
different artists rather than merely 
using a difTerenl palette and imagery, 
relleci the growing cMifiderKe of Indi* 
an contemporary an and its originality 
today. This will stand it in good stead 
on iIk global an scene, and books like 
Ru pi ka * s will be a val uable aid to intro* 
ducing our an to the world on market. 

Pur the Indian an buyer too. there 
are insights which ore invaluable. Oils, 
for example, need not necessarily be 
consideri^ superior (o acrylics. Pur 
ntK only do they yellow with age. requi* 
nng expert restoration which need not 
always K‘ available, they al«i require 
an enormous technical expenise to 
prevent crackling, "ghost images’ sin¬ 
king in. cupping, and u host ot other 
diseases. Also, our climatic condi¬ 
tions. with their extremes of heat, dust 
and damp, .seem to be behind the shift 
of a number of our bext conicmporwy 
artists from oil to other media, ax in the 
case of Jomini Roy. The fact that he 
was able to shift both from oils and 
fashionable expressionism to on Indi¬ 
an folk expression with a contempora¬ 
ry content, in media like tempera 
which is more suited to Indian condi¬ 
tions, also reflects the independenqe of 
the contemporary an ma^ei in our 
country from that of its former colonial 
masters, for whom easel painting in 
oil was one of the things (hat had to be 
taught the natives u> civilise them. It is 
evident that the contemporary anistic 
expression of a country that had succes- 
sfulky struggled and freed itself cannot 
be restricted in th!s way. Arul Ihi.s book 
docs well to remirxl us of it. 

It would seem then that the only 
weakness the bo^ suffers from is ihai 
while it starts widi a fine speUing-oui 
of the objective bases of good art in 
materials and techniques, the listed 
artists could have be^ more siricUy 
chosen for their technical innovative¬ 
ness rather than on the basis of perso¬ 
nal choice, an they now seem to be. 
Still, (he work is a major effort to fill a 
gap our tri world feels keenly today, 
and is largely successful in this 
endeavour.« 
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BOOKS RECEIVfcO 


The library’s latest 




iV OvMUnN'Mri Pi w 



This highly analytical book on India's eermomy covers the 
perKxl from ia woharlal Nehru * s death to the death of h i s 
grandson Rajiv Gandhi. In these 27 years, the country has faced 
three serious economic crises—from 1%.S to *67,197.1-75 and 
197V'kl, The fourth began at the end ol 1991. The book is of 
such high quality that it could well be used as a textbook on 
India's fisc^. mimcury and exchange-rate policies. However, 
whereas its economics is first rate, the authors" attempt to link 
pi»i itics with economics i s amate uri sh. Sii II. worth a buy. 


AHawlFiriiOt 


'tM 





Seshon im .Sedtan. A rehaidt of c ighi of (he chie f e Icci i on 
commissioner's speeches, including some with such 
devigned-io-shsK'l; titles as 'Arc wccsKkroaches"*" and (he 
eniginahs* 'History is g<xid iw lunch, not for sleep* Since the 
chief election commissioner is reputed to preserve every word 
wrinen by ur about him. expect more such quickies in Ihe near 
future 



A comprehenrive guide on the hisuvy, religion and culture of 
the Sikhs. An invaluable source for anybody interested in the 
culture, history, tribes, castes and folklore of the Sikhs, So if 
you"v^aJways wondered aboui Akbarand Uk Sikhs, the 
history of the Dangla Sahi b or about G uru Nanak" x tri p to 
Mecca, this book is an absolute must. 


THE TOP TEN 


ncfiOH 


Tha Chamhar by John Qrtaham, PubMhad by Rupa. Prtcat Ra 120 . • Op Contra by 
TomClirtcy. Rubliahad by HarparCoWno. PtIm: 2.S0 pound*. • WlW Woman adttad 
by SueThornaa. Puhdahad by Viniap*. Prtoa: 4 pound*. • Katha #4 aditad by Oaeta 
Oharmara^ Pubfiahad by Kaiha/T^upa. ftwa: Ra 100. • Srsapahott by Shobha O*. 
PubiahadbyPanoutn. Price: Ra 100. 


MOW F ICTION 

Panguln Book Of InOarvlawa aditad by C. Silvaatar. Publiahad by Penguin, Prica: 6 
peunda. • Yasingbuaband by Patoch French. Publiahad by HaeparColiin*. Prica: 
j 0.05 pounda. ♦ Long Walk To Fraadom by Nal*on Mandela. Publiahad by Ultla 
Brown. Prica: RaiSS. • Surfaca And Dapth by RupUsa Chawla. PubHahad by Viking, 
Plica: Ra 305. • A Prlntaai Ramambara by Qeyatri Davl. Publiihad by Rupa. Price: 
Ra 305 (hardback). Ra 106 (paparbackj. 
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V. GANGAOmA _ 

PREYING 

MATTER 

Will the media be forced to toe the line of the 
ruling Shiv Sena in Maharashtra? 

AfHce bitikcn mu> and damaged 
Thackeray'is 'bitys* did ikh even 
spare women juumalisiv who had alien* 
(kd a prmcvi mcciing again^ Sena inio- 
Icranct, When journal is(s from all over 
the couniry offered lo stage a ithonui in 
from of Ihc Sena Bhavan, Thackeray airi¬ 
ly dismissed the evcni and maioioineil 
that he would niH stand any 'persimar 
criocism. bvery Miack on his utterances 
and policies^ Thackeray fell, was on a 
personal level. 

But today B<il Thackeray is no longer 
a rabble-rousing demagstguc at wh<»sc 
flicking of the fingm. the city of Bom¬ 
bay was brought lo a hall. In his own 
words, he would functional the 'remote 
cuntn^' chief minister of the state. As 
for (be actual chief mtmsier. Man^dmr 
Josht. his boss made it clear. ‘When 1 
lelJ him to stand, he will stand; when 1 
tell himiosii.hc will sit. ' 

The media, by tradition, arc always 
mure critical of the party in power. The 
SS-BiP alliance is hwind to take se\‘e- 


Hvcfl as hundreds of 
trucks rumbled on 
Bombay s pot-bolcd 
roads currying thou¬ 
sands of emhusiastic 
saffron-sporting Shiv 
Sainiks for the 
swearing-in cerciiKaiy of r^ir chief 
minister ai the sprawling Shivaji Park, 
the media in Maharashtra and Bom hay 
in particular wondered what was in store 
for them in tbeduys to come. Come what 
may, they arc in for a period ol* 
adjustment. 

Over the years, the Shiv Sena and its 
autocmtic ^ief. Balasaheb Thackeray, 
had made it c leur they won't stand media 
criticism. Those who had transgressed 
had often been taught a bitter lesson. At 
the same time, the Sena chief basks in 
media udutuiion and readily grants inter¬ 
views. particularly lo television jour¬ 
nalists. But beware the editors and publi¬ 
cations which dare attack the Orcai 
Leader. 



Ask Nikhil Wagie. edi¬ 
tor of Marathi eveninger 
Mahanagitr and stormy 
peirel of the Marathi 
media. Wagie had often 
claimed that he was not 
against the philosophy of 
the Sena but only its 
wrong and undemocratic 
policies as laid down by 
Thackeray and hi.s advi¬ 
sers. As on outspoken cri¬ 
tic of the Big Chief. 
Wagie hod become the 



ral coniAiversial mca^u- 
m which will be closely 
scrutinised by the media 
and critically cwnmented 
upon. Will the concerned 
publications be harassed 
and their staff beaten up? 
We con only wa*t and 
walch. 

At the present 
momcni. Tliackemy is 
basking in media glory, 
both in prim and on TV, 
He is making pronounce¬ 
ments on every issue 
from procurement prices 
and pc^ice reform to pol¬ 
lution. Very 


special target of Sena 

aitacb. His meetings •WMMuwod 

were disturbed, his sup- approndi toward IIm 

porters beaten up and his Mv i«M 

94 ~ 



soon, he and his alliance partners will 
Icam Ihol it is difficult to take decisions 
which will please everyone And even 
more ditflculi to implement them. One 
hopes that Hulusohch remembeis this 
when he conies across adverse coni- 
mcnisinthc media. 

Will the Shiv Sena mouthpiece, 
Samna, behave mure responsibly and 
tone down iis vicious, personal attacks 
on the Sena opponents? Samna is noto¬ 
rious for conying inflammaioiy r^wrts 
and comments on sensitive issues like 
the role of Muslims and communal riots. 
It managed to survive mainly because of 
the weak-kneed approach of the Sharad 
Pawar government which dared not take 
action against it. Fur several years, secu- 
larisu. Opposition leaders and Muslims 
had come under vitriolic atiacks in the 
paper One hopes (hai power brings in its 
wake some sense of rc!^)onsibiliiy. 

Despite the startling changes on (he 
power fnont. life will go on ns usual for 
one particular group of journalists. I am 
referring to those who take imnwise 
pride and saiisfaciion in covering the 
MantrmUya affairs and their close affi- 

•SMftT M im 











niiy to ministers, whi¬ 
chever politicaS party 
they belong to. 

These medidpcriions 
often act as though they 
are in awe of power and 
its disji^ay. Unfortunate- 
ly, quite a few of them 
become too close to those 
in power, yet axe quick 
enough to change (heir 
loyalties when a new 
leader and his followers 
take over Che reins of 
power. 

Perhaps it was this atti¬ 
tude which prompted the 
Bombay-based 


Over the yean, the 


autocratic chief, 
Bal Thackeray, had 
made H clear they 
won’t otand media 
criticism. 

Journalists who had 
tran^ressod had 
often baen taught a 
bitter lesson 


'Mr Pawar and 
Mr Thackeray were 
in their elements, kee¬ 
ping the audience in 
splits with their loaded 
cummenu.' 

The Mantmlaya ^roup 
is an 'exclusive* club 
whose privileges and 
proximity to the leaders 
arc xeaJoasly guarded. 

must of them, life 
does not exist beyond 
minislerial cabins. They 
listen only lo the wise 
words of minisierx, politi¬ 
cians and bureaucrau. 


Muntralaya jourrwlisu lo try and Initiate Thus. I w^ happy ^ the 

a honeymoon among the prditicians as Magnificeni Men Who Move Along 
the poU campaign ended md ihe results Mantnlaya let their hair down and. for a 
were awaited. At the mayoral bungalow, brief period, became 'nort-polidcal*. At 
as politicians and Mantralaya joumalius the Bombay functioa there was 
a.ssembled. politics for once waa avoi- khana'pefna also. U was reported (hat a 
ded. Songs were sung, joker cracked. Mamhi eveninger picked up the ub. 
couplets were quoted and ‘mock punish- This was surprising because Mantnlaya 
menti* inflicted on p^iticians. Acew* reponers expect the state lo pay for their 
ding to a Tlws of india report, fun and frolic. 


Quotable quotes 


• ‘The Times is essentially a marketing 
group, not an editorial one. 'nteir marke¬ 
ting man, yes Piadccp Cuba, tells acim- 
ses. ‘Come and meet me directly, no 
need to go to the editor, and I will see 
ihai you are featured in the magarJne.' 
Ask my editors if 1 have ever spoken I i ke 
that. No, we are not the Times of India." 

• "Excuse TTte. Femina is a (it and ass 
magaaine. U is futl of semi-nude 
women. Besides, Savvy does not sell its 
editorials lo Lakhani chappals like 
/‘emirtfldocs." 

e "Rubbish, what the hell is explojtaiive 
about our (Siardusi) latest cover? The 
one with Mamta Kulkami is a white 
wditf-iS'it? No. not a bra; yes. a bustier. 
My only reservation wb5 that the dam¬ 
ned thing was not sliiched properly, (hat 
(he points were not pointy enough... 
What about your own pap^? The 
minute you gel photographs of Maureen 
Wttdia's boys in iheir underwear, you 
blow them up. don'(you ?" 

Sari Hira. chief qf* Magna FubiMng, 
in The Afternoon On Sunday. • 


•UNbWV MUwe^ • 1 1M 








TV REVIEW 


SHUBHRA GURTA 


GOOD TIMING 

Zee comes up with a welUslotted news bulletin 

Zee TV begin a diiJy MemwKile. Righav Bihl's ev«iing usual smooch routine of pre-and post 
news buljetin liii busineas round up disippeired from its Budget wnp*ups.iind pane) discussions 
week, which insundy Metro sk)i on ihe day of the rail budget. cuJminitlng in a tete-a-tete with the 
made it look like a This was done without any explanidon. ftnancemimsier in the studio, 
more complete chan- and without any wanting, so typical of Dr Singh was his familiar unflappa* 
nd. Zre News comes the network. White ver caused ii is a mat- ble sel f. looking none the worse after his 
on at five past ten. ter for conjeciure. but it left behind the marathon speech which had fewer witii- 
perhaps to let us sample the wares of customary bad taste, and raised doubts cisms this time round, but which mana- 
DoordarshanS NewsAr Ten, and then to once again about Doordanhan's com- ged a lot of applause neveitheless. The 
switch to Zee for the real news of the day. mitment to independent programming. economy is looking up, he said, and eve- 
Its firsi bulletin happened to coincide Bahl rtappeared on STAR Plus' live rything is inflnitely brighter than it was 
with the day the C^gress leaders in broadcast of the Union Budget tl^ fol* in 1991. when the country was on the 
New Delhi were trying to come to tenns lowing day. with a special programme brink of a crisis, 
with (he party’s defeat in the polls in before Dr Manm^ian Singh's speech in In the pan<.i discussion which fol- 
Gujarat and Maharashtra. A meeting at Pariiameni. lowed immediately afler the speech, 

an MP's house degenerated into an On the national hook-up. at the same Business Standard editor T.N. Ninan 
unseemly brawl. Zee )Vfwj gave us a gra- time. Prannoy Roy went through his said that the Budget was a "let-down”, 
phic account of the raised 
voices, anti'PM slogans, 
and showed us the tom 
clothCK and bruised faces 
of Congressmen 

involved in the fracas. It 
was the kind of stoiy 
which any independent 
channel would revel in; 
and it was Just the kind of 
story that Doordarshan 
prefers to shovel out of 
sight. 

Zee has cleverly posi¬ 
tioned its news to directly 
ctunpeic with Doordar- 
shan because, clearly, 
with the kind of options it 
can exercise, n can ensu¬ 
re ihai viewers who want 
news, and m\ govern¬ 
ment handi>uis, will stay 
with it. 

Il is also good liming. The much In betweeit all the talk Ocr the past four yeaiN. Dr Singh had 

delayed Business India Television oKah# enfi VxitAnaic Budget to make policy announ- 

(BITV) has still to make an appearance, aDOUl SOU DUflgClS cements; this year, there was none, 

and by the time it does, Zee will have a-|-i Government spokespersons Montek 

made its presence fell in an area which ^ u*vui c Ahluwalia arkd Shankar Achaiya 

has been crying for aiiemit>o for a very inV^StlUCntSy ru-dwd in to defend ihclr effort. It w<k a 

longtime. . valiant attempt but I be filing that it 

The Zee News' mix of Bnglish and CGIDB Oil, OD CndnilBi WAS. in fact, a populist Budget, renia • 

Hindi, a trademark of the channel. y \4anata Hai^cmaA ned at the fore of the discussion, 

doesn't quite work, and its anchors I n bet ween ah ih I < talk of sofi budgets 

could do with a lot of improvement, hut mix of ITIGSgIg* lok^ hard-core invcsiments, there came 

what i l is manug i ng i s rcluiivcl y un fei le- on. on Channel V, Mcghana Reddy and 

red ncw.v, which is esscniiahy all they dnOSOIlgS AnishThvediin Afrmg/^r^m'.rmadmix 

need to do. to siari w ith of masala. Jokes and son gs. * 












oor R^sh 
KhanrH), He 
had hoped 

ih.K entry 

inu> politics 
would help 
revive his popularity wiihm 
the film industry, but if his 
leceni hiflhdiiy ceJchruiions 
were anything to go by that 
ploy hasn't really w<irked. 
I'or guess who comprised 
the guest list at the Khanna 
birthday bash? Wife Dimple 
(no. (hey are Mill mH diviir- 
ced). da^hter Twinkle and 
cx'girlfriend and currcni 
business partner, Anju 
MulKndru (who once memo¬ 
rably described him as a rat). 

Yes. thui*s ii. Niihody 
from the film industry turned 
up lo wish (he birthday hoy 
well, or even hothervd to 
inundute him with flowers. 
Weil, at least Dimple should 
he happy. Didn't she say iKui 
(he one thing she couMn'l 
stand about hcrhusbarkl was 
I hat he was always surroun* 
ded t liumi has. 

Well, things have certain* 
ly changed now. haven't 
they'* 




never 


hagyashree 

# has never 

tired of 
proclaimitig 
her tovc for 
her husband, 
the somewhat uofortunaidy' 
named Himalay. Aod 
protcstatiocis seemed lo ring 
true when rihe lefl the nx»yic& 
to play the devoted wife and 
give birth to a young Mm. 

But then, cuntrvy to all 
expectations, HhagycLduee 
announced that Uic was 
making a corneback. She 

was open lo all offers, hut 
wi ih one i mportani quaJ ifica- 
tkm; she would only Mar 
oppoe.iie her husband. 
Himalay A few producers 
wem foolish enough to sign 
on (he pair, with predktaMy 
disaMrous icmIix at the box 
office, ar^ Bhagyashree and 


. 

kshay Kumar 

'Is back 10 
playing the 
field utter ihc 
sudden dcuih 
o1 his engage* 
riK'iil to Raveenu Tuiitkin - * 
appurtmily the ihiivit iluii an 
eariy marriage posed for his 
career was too much for 
Akshay lo handle. And 
anmng the nubile lovelies 
(hal \se is sjiid lo have his 
eyes <for stanetN. lhai is) on 
arc such starlets as Mumta 
Kulkami, ,ShilpH Shelly and 
that new hot hahe Deepli 
Bhatnagar. 

Perhaps. Puoja shouldn't 
be mourning Ihc death of her 
first love. She's jiiuch belter 
off widKHit Casanova 
Kumur. 



he top ten pru- 
grammes arc 
beginning to 
gel more and 
more 


jncvxtuouK 
with every passing week. 
Hirst there was the strange 
c&sc of the title sung of 
Afsffltrr. which sIkh up to the 
number one slot on Sufferhil 
Surely, it coutdnh 
have been a coincidence (hat 


Himalay rtiircd into well- 
deserved obvunty once 
again. 

It appeam, however, that 
this failure engendered great 
faelings of biltcrDcss bet¬ 
ween husband and wife. 
Frcqucnl quarrels soon fol¬ 
lowed. after which Bha* 
gy^rcc moved back into 
hcrmiMhcr’s house. 

Himalay. of course, 
denies that thete'^ anyihing 
wrong widi their marriage. 
Bhagya.shjec is only Using 
with tkff mother, he wiyb, 
because dw recently gave 
htdh lo their second child. 
Once she ivcoverv she will 
be hack home and things will 
icvefl to normal. 

Only time will tell il (hut 
should come under the 
heading of ‘Famous Last 
Words'. 



SUCHITf^A KRISHNAMURTH 


both programmes had been 
made by the same produc¬ 
tion company. 

And now. sve have 
Suchitrsi Kri.shniimuiihy's 
debut album premiering un 
the DtMirdiirshuii show. 
Vtdi'fH’tm ltnu\4‘Juf/. Never 
mind il llw video of IMv 
r>oU (yes, thai's whui (be 
song iscalludihas been direc¬ 
ted by the Mime man who 
directs ViUewm H4n/s(iuU: 
Ken Ohosh. • 



















ANDIT 


T he bgemJ of Phoolan Devi has 
always dwaifcd the real 
woman. In the early 1980s. 
during her heyday as dacnit 
leader, .stories of her exploits 
swept the couoiiy. She was — in the 
public imagination at least— the logical 
successor to PuUi Bai. 

Legend had it that she wa.s beautiful; 
that she was fearless; that she handled 
her weapon as well as any man; and that, 
in a maie-dominaied society, she chme 
her lovefs a.s male dKoiis would pick 
their concubines. 

With each day. the legend grew. One 
story had her taunting her victim by 


singing a song from Mero iia/m Mera 
Dt.tA: "Maar diyu yu dtyu 

jaye''. Another had hes pulling out her 
rifle, lining up all ihc men who had 
abused her and shooting them one by 


one. 


As the siofies mulH^kd. the PuUi Bai 
parallels faded. Now. she was acm^ be* 
ween Gahhar Singh and Anarfcali. A 
woman who combined beauty with grit; 
ruihies&ness with feminine wile. As her 
fame spread, the Madhya Pr a de s h police 
and the UP pulke launched a jointopera- 
tion to nah her. 

But Phm^ couki never he found. 

Then finally, tiring of life on the run, 


^he struck a deal with the govern men i. 
She had wearied of being a dc.sperado. 
She was ready to turn herself in if she 
was promised that there would be no sta¬ 
ged encounter in which she was shot 
dead. And if the Jail term was not unduly 
harsh. 

The surrender of Phoolan Devi beca¬ 
me the media event of the year. 
Hundreds of journalists from all over the 
country swooped down to the heart of 
the coW'bcU and waited on the edge of 
the Chambal ravines for this legendary 
figure to finally step oul of the shadows. 

When she did turn up. their jaws 
dropped. 















■ Stitk from the 
ONibuvei rid film: 
for Channel Four, 
the Phoolan Devi 
stoiy, abouta 
woman drwen by 
extreme 

provocatiofl, was a 
naturd 


Hindi cinenu gcM io on the act, A gla* 
mourised version of the story cailed 
Katumi PhAolwati Ki hit the cinema 
hatls, A second film met with limited 
commercial success. And art film¬ 
makers dreamt of nuking the definitive 
version of the Phoolan D^i story. 

But there was a problem. Aird ii was 
this: the real nKulan wa.s so for 
removed fnmi the Phoolan that people 
wanted lo hear ahixil that it was hard to 
see how any authentic acciHiM of her life 
would have any market at all. 

I'jHer Mala^. 

Though it is unfair to label pc<iple 
according u> their beliefs. Mala ^rt 



pathos, of a woman driven by extreme 
provocaiion to lake up anns against a sea 
ofThakurs 5vhche]ieved that any accura* 
le account of Phoolan's life would have 
to pa'seni her in such terms. 

She spent Hve years researching a 
hook on PhcHiliin Devi. H>r all o| this 
period. Phot^lan was in jail and Sen was 
given limited visiting rights. Now, Phexv 
Lan says that they hardly ever mcl. But 
ihe imth seems lo he that they did meet 
for long ctHHigh. I cnou gh ftir Sen ti t 
persuade Ptioolan to agree to let her 
wKte her biography. And for her to con¬ 
sent lo this biography to he turned into a 
documentary film al some later stage. 

The actual .<1ory itself was never told 
to .Sen. Instead, it was coirtniunicaied. 
I .Iter. Mala was to explain, "I devised a 
way that PhtHiUn w<Hjld dictate the story 
other life and a sympathetic prison war¬ 
den would lake it down. I told henotukc 
il down juM as slk' spoke m dialed. 
Ihen. I w(Hild luive queries and want 
iTHirc details ah«Hii mhih* things, so I 
would send her a letter with 17 or IH 
(|ucsiions. She would reply to I Ik'in ami 
it would go on. Sianetlines it would take 
upio lour months lo gel the repites. 
Tltere was no rush." 

.Sen had a British publisher and an 
informal anangement wnh Uriiain’s 
Channel PiHir for the subsec|ucnl film. 
Both insisted on releases and eoniracts. 
Hkiolan signed the ci)ntract. The first 
deal was signed in the presence of her 
brother and her sisier. both of whom scr- 



Thi.s was no Anarkali. no Oabbnr 
Singli even. There were no long-flowing 
ircxses. there was no fire in her soul. 
Instead, a short, snub-nosed figure in a 
diny. i I (•ruling khaki uniform gave her 
selfup to Ihe police. 

She wa.s Pl^lan Devi, she said. And 
die was innocent, 

B ui the legend survived reality. 

Public memory can he selective. 
The boyish figure in a headband who 
looked more like a youthful ptihah 
chowkidar than the Anarkali of legend 
was forgotten. The RKwlan of the extra¬ 
vagant stories remained a real presence. 


would fit the description: leftist* 
feminist. A former Air* I iWia employee, 
the management had been relieved 
when .she left because diey blamed her 
foe provoking agitations ajnong the 
staff. Sen was mairkd to Famikh Dhon- 
dy. a colourful, trendy Left author of 
such little-read bniks as £aiT End At 
Your Feet and though the maniage did 
not survive, she remained friendly with 
Farrukh and shared many o( his 
concerns. 

Mala Sen was fascinated by Phuolan. 
She did not care about (he Anarkali* 
Cahbar Singh version. Her Phoolan was 
a viciim. It was a story of tragedy, of 


ved as witnesses. 

In 1991. Mala Sen'sbiogrephy, (dedi¬ 
cated to Black Panther Huey P. Newton, 
and her father General Btigey Sen — a 
some what i ncongruou s coupl i ng) oppea- 
redin hardback. 

It attracted a certain arTKHini of aden* 
lion. Bui many people were a little surpri¬ 
sed by the .vyinpaihclic — .Sen would 
probably say. responsible line it took. 
A suha^ucni paperback edition appro¬ 
vingly quoted ficlena Kennedy QC 
(author ^ Hvr Wax Framed) a> saying 
that the hook "highlights the failure of 
the legal system the world over to fully 
comprchei^ women offeraJers'. 





' SUNDAY SPECIAL 


i 


Originaliy, Channel Four’s commissioning editor Famikh D 
a Westerner to make the film on Phoolan. But after a few ba 
the logical conclusion that only an Indian could tell the stor 


i 


was injjil when Malu Sen's 
b(Mik appeuroil SIk' says she iwvcr read 
il. But il she did Jiavc any rcser>aii<>nN 
about ils eimtcnls. nKc ch«»sc nol to 
expruss dvm. Most people tb(H)ghl Ihis 
was only riaivrul. Ittoolan had bixn paid 
and tile hook (^'alcd lier as a fcminisl 
hcioirk'. So why on eailli siKnjId dK 
have* any obicciicuvs*’ 

T hc^* is eonsidcratric dixpuic over the 
L'ontr.K’h I hill PhtHdiin sicficd. She 
says thill she is unlatnilisir with English 
•ind can only sign her ruiih; in Hindi 
>1 (>w was she to k now what the c'of)ir».is 
said? Nonsense, retofls Mala Sen, 
"Would I exploit her HlilcrucyV I went 
over every line of the contract explai* 
n mg every thing." 

Bui it seems clear that Phtxibn did 
sign a I'onkraci with Ananey 
Hilm.s in I9KK tor a cine* 
nwitic versi<*n 
story. And in 1992. she 
signed amither coinnict 
with HV Video Graph its 
^vate l.imhed ftv a lilin 
to he fiitaoccd hy Cliati* 
ncl Four Apparcnily. HV 
Video Graphics paid her 
R.s \ lakh tor Ihe rights to 
her story 

F\>f (*hannel Four, the 
PlHHilan Devi story was a 
natural. Hy some forlima- 
te coi nc idence. MaJa 'sex* 
husband. Famikh Dhun* 
dy, was commissioning 
editor for ethnic program- 
nKs at the Channel 

Dhondy had been 
widely criticised for prev 
iTMitiny. ;• tn,*r>Hy, lefty 

mafia within the Chun* 
ncl. He had financed an 
illjudged film by Tariq 
Ali and Salman Kushdic 
on an American paititei 
who wa« .said la he an 
undiacovervd genius 
Sexm. painter and film 
were bolhforgoiien. 


Me had aJxo given several progruni* 
incsiuhis felloW'Trotskyite. trendy Six* 
tics’ revolutionary Tansj Ali who ulv) 
ivuiirihuied lo a regular show called 
Hantfuiiji file. 

Despiie (he enlkisms. few could 
deny that Dhoody had brought the Wi>rk 
of a new generation (»f anistes lo puMic 
view. He kkA the en.*dii For the film of 
llanif KureishiSAfv Bniutifuf Uiumfr- 
mte (though the criiics vod that it hud 
been comniisskmeil IvUirc DhtHidy 
icvik over) and Channel hnir earned an 
enviable reputation for backing Indian 
filmmakers wIk> would not have found 
11 nance in Bombay 

Dhondy was eu'ited hy Mala’x Ixxik: 
Mkt 'i BumJtt Qurrn. Out he duMighi 
that with Ihe absence of Interesting fmea* 
gc. it could only make a feature film and 
not a documcnlary. Mala Sen apfv.irud 


to agree and wrote a screenplay, 

Unlununately. her script would have 
ended up a.s a mini series — it was xlx 
boul^ long. Hut the budget |65(l,00l) 
pounds) only allowed for u iwi>*hntir 
film. So Sen eiil it further but shs* slill 
ended op with r<Kir-anO*a'hair hours, 
rhen. she gave up. 

Originally. Dhtmdy had intended to 
get a Westerner to make thi* film, bul 
•iBer a few bad cxpi*riciHres he eanw to 
the logical conclusion ihnt only on Indi* 
an could tell the Mory well. 

Bul this lime round, he did nol choose 
one of his ujly IriciMis or ;i rnembiT of a 
trendy, lefty mafia 

Ik chose Shekhar Kapui. And 
clianged Ihe course of this sagii torvver. 

U nkind critics say thal Ihe key lo 
understanding Shekhar Kupur lies 


of her Mala Son: a lefUst-facmnist fasckiatad by the story of Phoolan 
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ad intended to get 
ences, he came to 


in reinembcnng thal he in Dev AhmI's, 
nephew. This iv almost certainly too 
harsh an sx!M.iun)eni and yet, ihcK wc 
the superficial .similarities, Ruth men 
were hicsxcd with good hioks and charm 

and never ^m to forgci il. 

Kapur is an uniuaiak director. Hie son 
of Dev Aiuifld's sisicr. he went Cu Lon¬ 
don in the swinging Sixties and became 
un accounuint. The way he tells it. he 
was not a huri ng accouniani; in a cclehra* 
led f^fwvfrmk interview, he bragged 
ahtMil cruising the King's Road and 
picking up a new girl every nighi. 

1*hen. In the early IVTOs. uncle Dev 
persuaded him to turn his back on 
acci m nianc y and the K i ng * s Rood and lo 
return to India lo bcconK a hem. He wan 
launched in hiuf. hhq. hh<f. one of the 
greatest disasters in (he history of Indian 
cinemH. 

One uf /xh<i. hhti. Ixfuf'i stars the 
actress Shabana A/mi -- recovered 
from the debacle and became a cucces$ 
in her own Kght but Kapur's acting 
career remained stuck on ihc runway. 
I'hruughoul (he Seventies, lie made h lu 
the gossip columns by virtue of being 
Ar/ni's fiance but rarely, in his own 
right. 

Then, he changed course. A Hindi ver- 
sifn of Brie Segal's hest-.selling novel 
Man. Woman And Child, called 
Masoom, hecanie his directorial dehut. 
Against the odds, it became a huge hil 
and one of the biggest successes in the 
history India's fledgling middle 
cinema. 

The producers lined up to get Kapur 
to direct their films. He signed Joshilay 
Jo.fhitay with Surmy Deol and Mr itului 
for producer Boncy Kapoor and his star 
brother Anil. 

JoshHayJoshilaytnded badly. K^nir 
fought with the producer, was accused 
of over shooting and taking too long to 
finish the movie. Finally, he walked oui 
and the picture flopped when eventually 
relea.sed. 






SUNDAY SPCCIAl 



SlMUiar lUpar b a sici^ Mdiigefit fiM direcior who ttiMlerit 
to Make a fAn that wonU not 0^ idcfc viewers in the stonaci 
mamstream critics cfieemg in the ableo 


Uut Mr InJui more (han iruMic up. A 
big'biultsci fVitTibyy cxiruvugu»/«nbi>ui 
jn invisiMc vnun. il uppralcd to «iJuNs 
iirui children iiHkc. Ni>l mty was it a 
ffla}<>r hil. a ulv) gave Kapur a reputatum 
as unc of (ndta's slickest and suvvicja 
cummervial dirccii^.s. 

Then, came (he hialus. lie fell uul 
with Honey Kapoor and losi the joh t»f 
direeling ihe follow-up to Mr hu/ut Not 


that ihK worried him 
siill propt»saK for rrarviev 
wiili cveryt^ne from 
Kamulahasan lo Ariiiiahh 
H«u:hchan. His acting 
career received a f>cw 
lease of lile hecau^e of 
1'V serials. He made ad 
Mims. And finally, he 
even became a successlu! 
male model. 

Hut it is lair io say ihji 
by ihe lime l^arrukh 
Dbondy upproiwhcd hiin 
IO direct Handii {>Ufrn, 
Shekhar Kapur needed to 
go back to work i I he was 
to muinlain his tepuiaii<>«i 
as a hot slhii director 


There were 


incoovcnteni Nu in PtMiolan's life si<Hy 
thal did rtot fit in with this framework 

That was luo had. 

Now. Mala .Sen agrees thal she would 
have kept in Mjme <»f the charnciCTs and 
may have "put in a few other details' hut 
she says that this is *ihe diitclor's 
i-hoicc*. 

Perhaps 

At any rale. Arrm/rr Qurrti was 
Kapur's iWakihrough film Ai a stroke. 


F amikh Uhimdy deter- 
mined what kind of 


m mined what kind of m 
film Barniit Queen would H 
be when he chose Kapur AfUldhlti 
to direct i(. L^nlikc many 
of Dhondy's 'righi'sm' friends, 
Kapur had no tune for dialectical materi¬ 
alism or the message of l/Con Trubky. 
He was a slick, intelligent, fdm director 
whii underslood the Wesi and knew how 
lo make a film that would not only kick 
vieweiN in the stomach bul would also 
have Ihe mainsiream cnik's cheering in 

the aisks. 

DhotMly and 'voriced on the 

screenplay. cuiAag h down ui the iwn 
hours that the An required In (he pro¬ 
cess, they threw oui large chunks of 
Phoolan's Hfe. 

Like iD ^ood cutnmcrciiJ filmina* 
dwKc two themes and ham- 
at them: ihc revenge of a 
and the humillaiioo of dw 
IneviuMy. there were 






Roy: many links with the towW ftw w Mg* 


I 


he rewnite his tradiiionu] reputation fur 
being ka^y. indecisive and over shoo¬ 
ting. He h^ghi (he film in on schedule, 
within the budget and gave Oiunnel 
Four whai (hey were loosing for 

At preview's, audiorces were sTunned 
by the shew power of die movie. They 
were also taken aback by iLsecpIki t natu¬ 
re. In one scene. Phelan is made to 
walk stark naked to a village well by 
u|^>cr castes. Kapur shot the scene frc«n 
the fniM. thus m^ing it the first appea¬ 
rance of pubic hair im the Indian screen. 
Moreover, he recognised the importan¬ 
ce of bad language used for diock value. 
The film begins and ends with Phoolan 
telling the camera *My name n Phoolan 

Devi, you sisterf.* 

By the time Bandit Qnem was ready 


for relca*^. Kapur knew' thal he wus on 
to a winner. Tor the Indian audience, 
there was shock value plus the curiosily 
ahiMJt ihc legend of flHK>ljn. And ft»r 
foreigners, h was a slick Uvik al an Indiii 
that was packaged in tenr\s (hut were 
easily vomprchen.siblc. Plus, of course, 
there was the Hoc nurrai ivc q ual it y i »f iIk 
film itself 

All giKMl puNicily needs ;i tilde 

f%contToversy The uvenige 

Channel Kmr |»nKluciion 
in India has been ol ihc 
onJei ol Wh'f} /IwuU-i 

4 

Citnte To Mi:oruot or 
Eietiru' MiWfi. Uiili 
worthy el torts bui not 
CKuclIy household names. 

With Huntiu Que*'H. 

things were bound lo be 
diffemmt. Doth Kupui 
and ihc Indiun priHlucer, 
Hobby Hedi, who lud 
also produccii EU\iru 
Moon, were ap|Hehcn- 
sivc about censor iroublc 
It wasn'l just the pubic 
hair. ii was alsii ihe cask 
elcmcni Sook* high 
govern me nt oftici a Is 
who had been invited lo 
privuic screenings h.id 
told them dial to release 
Oiefilm would be to risk a 
cask wur. 

Bedi decided lhai ihc way around this 
w&s to create such an upsurge of public 
opinion thal the government would have 
no choice hut to declare ihai as BumlU 
Queen was a powerful social documcni, 
it should be exempt from the normal cen¬ 
sorship regulations. The parallel wa.s 
with Schindler\ List which Narasimha 
Roo had said would be shown in India 
without any cub bccaure of its historical 
importance 

Accordingly, several private scree¬ 
nings were ananged fur Delhi's chatte¬ 
ring classes. Almo»>l without exception, 
everybody loved Ihc film. They svere 
impressed when Shekhar gave a little 
speech before the scicunitig declaring 
that he made no apologies for (he nudity 
or (he rawness of the thertK. "I was ofTe- 
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4it irarfd also have the 


red a choice between tmih and aesthe¬ 
tics,' he said st^mnly. ”I chose truth.' 

They were a)$o impressed with the 
declaration that appeared un the screen 
at (he beginning of the film: 'This U a 
true xloryThey were moved by the 
power(il (he picture. Arnl they were grip 
ped by (he depiction ofcuxie waif are. 

hor weeks afterwards. 8 harat domina¬ 
ted the conversation at cucktuil parties 
all over India. So is (his what it was like 
f<»f wixnen in the villages ’ No wonder 
these biickwiird castes were so annoyed. 
And wasn't it lerrlble Ik»w much viciai 
tension (here was in (he cow bell? 

was hardly a dissendng voice. 
Well, accmilty. (here were (wo. And 
one was Phot»I an Devi's. 


W ia( nobody had coun(c4 on when 
ihe Niok was being wri((cn or (he 
Him was being made was that Phooian 
Devi would niM remain a vicom all her 
life, 'i'hcy had all reckoned (hat she 
wmiUI still he to jail. And that she would 
I ovc the HI m i I and w hen she ever saw it. 
After all, she had seen Kahrmi Fht*oiwij~ 
li Ki and had not ^>bjcctcd. 

But by then, a Mvial Iransfurnioiion 
of the kind that Mala Sen and Farmkh 
Dhofidy had not foreseen had taken 
place. The backwards had found an elec¬ 
toral voice and had put their own chief 
ministers into power in two of India's 
most populous stales; Uliar Pmdesh and 
Bihar. 

It was Muiayani Singh Yadav who 
saw the political mileage in releasing 
Phoolan Devi. By (hen, Phoolan was 
superTiciany at ]ea.st a tragic tlguic. 
She said she hud cancer, her uterus had 
been removed during hystereciooiy in 
prison and she looked more like a haim- 
icss ihiin (be Gahbar Singh- 

Anarkjili figure of legend. Moreover, 
she now said (hat she had never been a 
dacoitat all. 

"GunT* sftf told an inicrviewer. *1 
don't even know how to handle a gun. 
How can you believe all the things that 
art writlen about mcT 

No sooner was Phoolan released from 
prison than she becanc a herutne to 
members of her cummunity. She Rined 
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Phooton Devi wWi recent husband Umed Singh: happily into the 
sufttet? 


with the idea of joining Mulayam's 
Samajwadi Party. drIivcicJ sermons cm 
bcitenng Indian society and, much (othc* 
annoyance of the police. wa.s guarded by 
the same police force that had once hun¬ 
ted her diwvn. 

Appurently. (Yiannet Four asked her 
to accompany the team to the Cannes 
him hexlival where Bandit Quem was 
later screened to rave reviews. She has 
never admitied that such an offer was 
made but the Bandit team says 

that the proposal only fell through when 
she a.skcd for money and an all- 
expenses paid parage for a chaperone, 

Hiis was to be Ihe last encounter hc(- 
ween (he producers and the subject of 
dieir film. She was not invited to (he 
screenings held for Delhi's chattenng 
classes. And (he publicity blit? stepped 
gingerly around the whole issue of Pbix^ 
Ian Devi, the re^ person. 

Ptioolan was not pleased. Hven as the 
chattering classes (uoslcd Kapur and the 
movie. I^fioolan began is.suing prevs 
releases coniptaining that nobody had 
shown her the pidurc. Toihis, (he produ¬ 
cers countered that she only warned 
more money. And much of the pres.s 
agreed with them. 

It is significaM (hat though innuriKra- 
blc stories appeared about the merits of 
Bandit Q^tn. few. if any. of the jour- 
naJists who heaped praise on Kapur for 
so movingly capturing Phcxdan's tra¬ 


vails bothered (i> interview the woman 
herself even though she was only a 
15 • minute cab ride away 


T here was one other person who did 
fKH like Bandit Queen. And unlike 
RKiolan. she was invited to the high 
society screenings. 

Arundhali Roy is a writer and 
aeruhks instnicior who wnae EUu trir 
MtHHt and In Which Annie Oiven li 
Those ()net. (wo films directed by 
Pradip KiNhen, (he (aicnied director 
whom she later married. 

Though her func is screenplays, she 
has a quirky, readable prose style which 
on occasion can be bnlliant A Jong 
piece about the making of Eleitric 
M'Mm in Sirs i >a v two years ago had been 
one of (he magarjne's m<»st talked about 
ankles oftheyvar. 

Roy also h&s links with many of the 
pcq^lc involved in (he Bandit Queen 
saga. Bobby Bedi produced Electric 
Mo<»n and Channel F^r financed it. Her 
own uncon vcniionaJ. unii- 
esi ahlishmcni v lews are close to those of 
that cclchraied radical Farnikh F^iondy. 
and she cenainly has m<irc in common 
wi(h him (ban Shekhar Kapur. 

But Roy did nut like Bandit Queen. In 
August 1994. when Siinimy had plnn- 
ned a cover story on the Him (complete 
with a column hy respected critic A mi hi 
Malik: *Noi since 1 saw Roshomtm have 
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(been hU so hard in ihe sotv pleaus...*). 
Roy called co say that she wished to 
contribute a guest column. 

She was told that a story was already 
about to go to print hul that if she hur¬ 
ried. we could squeeze her piece into the 
package. She agreed and though the 
ankle she turned in took up six pages of 
the maga7tncs and nearly unhaJanced 
the package <»r stories on Bandit Qt»een, 
we carried it in lU entirely because it 
made several impooant points. 

It was the fir^t of these points that had 
the most impact. Shekhar had spared rto 
elTorl to tell viewers how obse^ed he 
was with the truth. Further, he said 
that the film was based on Mala Sen's 
book. But, said Roy. while she ^(proved 
of Sen's work ("a complex arul intelli¬ 
gent human book"), she was appalled to 
note that Kapur's film diverged conside¬ 
rably from account. 

You could not she said, oa Ihe one 
hand, claim that the film was based on 
Sen's book when it differed so greatly 
from it. and on the other hand, then say 
lhai you were telling a true story. 

The rest of the ankle consisted of enu- 
cism of the manner in which Kapur had 
trivialised and simj^ifted Phoolan's life. 
He had got away with ti, suggested Roy. 
because he hod portrayed it a.s a social 
document: "If it weren't the traih. what 
would redeem it from being just a classy 
version of your run-of-the-mill Rape 
n'Retribution theme that our film 


When a French 
pabHsMng house 
approached Phoolan 
Oeinwithadealfora 
new biopapliy, she 
jumped at ^ offer. 
Channel Four M not 
ob je ct 


industry chums ouuvcry now and then?" 

Oddly enough, ii was the kind of 
argument that would have appealed to 
Famikh Dhondy and his old right-on 
friends. Roy bristled vith social con* 
cernr "While she was still in jail, {^loo- 
lun's womb wa.s removed ... die state 
removed a woman's uterus f Without 
asking her. Without her knowingl It just 
rcaclKd into her and plucked out a pari 
of herf It decided to cofUioJ who was u> 
breed artd odio wasn't. Wa^ this even 
mcmioned in the film? No... When it 
comes to gerting bums on seats, hystcrec* 
lomy just doesn't measure up to rape,* 

I t cannot be disputed that Anm^taii 
Roy has the right to disapprove of • 

dU Queen. And you would have to be 


fairly narrow-minded not to appreciate 
that many of the points she made had a 
cenun v^idiiy. 

But by then, nobody wa.s interested in 
the argument. W ithin Dhondy' s < >wn cir¬ 
cle. Roy’s unprovoked assault amoun¬ 
ted to fiTM shots in a civil war. She 
wa^ jot ned by Pankaj ButaJia. another fi I- 
mmakcr who had also been commissio¬ 
ned by Channel Four. Aixl (he tone of 
her piece .»>u gg ested that Mulu Sen had a 
degree of sympathy widi her ptiini of 
view. 

Producer Bobby Bcdi reacted with 
outright hostility. He refused to answer 
Roy’s criticisms and his fneikJs put it 
about that she was taking revenge on 
him for a disagreement during tiK fif- 
mi ng of Etecirk Mtxm - 

Dhondy was, apparently, taken aback 
by this attack on his own right-on creden- 
li^s fivoi an inlelligcot and articulate 
penon whose work he had himself sup¬ 
ported in the past. (When Roy wrote her 
Sunday pkce. she was working on ano¬ 
ther script fw Channel Four). 

He was even more outraged when 
Roy and Butalia did not restrici their 
opposition to mere words. They met up 
wi th Rioolan Devi, found her an acti vfst 
lawyer (Indira Jaisingh who replaced 
Kamini Jaiswal. Phoolan’s old lawyer) 
and supported her endeavour to file a 
case against the makers of Bandit 
Queen. 

Phoolan demanded the right to be 
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shown ihe Him. And she further demon* 
ded that nobody el se shou Id see it ti II she 
had made up her own mind about iu 
content^. 

At each court appearance, she was 
accompanied by Roy and it soon beca> 
me deal that whatever Arundhati's 
views, she was nothing if not an activist 
who would 1)01 stop at simple cinematic 
critrcisin. 

Farrukh DhorMjy. a great supporter of 
agit-pn.>p of all descriptions, could har* 
dly object to this activism. And thecriti* 
cisms made by his ri^i'On friends, that 
he had sold out by getting a Btmibay HI- 
mmakcr to make a slick, trivialised ver¬ 
sion of u coinpIca life story obviously 
hit home. ,—^- 


point of Bundii Quetn was that Phoolan had been in jail, she had no control 
was a victim. She was portrayed as an (»ver her life artd had to accept whatever 
innoceni who had bwn raped ai>d crumbs were thrown at her by well* 
misused by socieiy and wh^ only wishers from the out side, 
crime had been to take revenge on those But ever since Mulayam had released 

who had done her wrong, her. she had suddenly Imome conscious 

But r)ow. LMiondy was saying that she of her superstar status. Now, she wanted 
was a crook, after all. Forget all this vie- control of everything that had to do with 
lim nonsense, he said in effect, she's jusi her. And when people poinied out that 
a bandit, she had once bm grateful for their sym* 

If he was right, then the lilm was paihy. her response was to say that that 
wrong. was then and this is now. 

It was this basic point that nearly eve- 

W hat did Phoolan Devi want? At rybody inv<ilvcd in the cunlrovcrsy lost 
that stage, rtobody was sure. Chan* sight of. Within Dhondy’s rij^t-on 
nel Four may have stopped portraying rrkafia. it became an issue iif whether he 
her as a victim hut to Roy, Butalia and had sold out or—depending on yourper- 

-- r , i j i pcclive — whether he 

was being persecuted by 
.' jealous lilinmakers. The 
way Shekhar Kapur told 
. the story to gullible 
audicrKcs abroad, it was 
I he upper castes ihai were 

J against the film. Fur 
Bobby Bedi. it had beco¬ 
me a personal thing with 
Arur^hati Roy. 

Because everybody 
had his or her own pers* 
pective-^if not his or her 
own agenda — Phoo- 
Ian's own motives were 
1^ interpreted through the 

'* prism of their own preju* 

dices. If she said that she 
didn't see why Shekhar 
Kapur. Bobby Bedi, Farrukh Dhondy 
and the rest ^ould make money out of 
her I ife without giving her a larger share. 
then this was imtnedialely poflraycd as 
confirming the she‘s-Jusi‘S‘Crook 
hypothesis. 


S hekhar Kapur was 
I he target of many of 
the right-on cfincism>i. 
Shrewdly, he cho.se not lo 
respond and husicd him* 
self with appearing at 
foreign nim festivals 
where BanJif Qui'fn wa> 
shown to almost univer¬ 
sal acclaim. At one such 
festival 


in Toronto — 

Phoolan wrote an impth* 
sioned Icncr to the wuiho- 
rities demanding that the 
.screening he cancelled. 

Her request wa.s denied 
and the film was shown 
anyway, 

But Dbondy was not going to let his 
former friends get away with their 
attacks. In an interview to $irNr>AV. he 
let fly with such viciousncss that even 
(he right'Ons were taken aback by his 
zeal. Roy and Butalia were described as 
failed filnim^ers. But hadn't he com¬ 
missioned (heir films? Yes. but that was 
a mistake. 

What about Roy's criticisms in 
Sunday? Dhondy seemed more inte¬ 
rested in ^sing her than in answering 
the substance of her attack. “I have read 
her long articles in Sunday.'* he said. 
'They reminded me of an incominent 
drunk trying to piss in a very small pot.*' 

And how a^t Phoolan? Didn't it 
worry him that this victim of social 
oppression had claimed that Channel 
Pour had raped her just as much as the 
Thakurs of Behmai? Noi at all, Phoolan 
was a crook. She had been paid and now 
she wanted more money. That was all 
there was to it. 

It was an energetic attack but it left a 
basic question unanswered. The wht^ 


For Bobby Bedi, the 
battle over SsinM 
90060 had become a 
personal thing with 
Anindhati Roy 


B ut by then, there was another com¬ 
mercial arrangement m progress 
and ultimately it was the terms of this 
arrangemem rather than anything that 
anybody wrote or said (hat determined 
the end of this saga. 

Early la.st year, shortly after she was 
releas^ frem prison. Phoolan was 
approached by Laffoni, a French publi¬ 
shing house best kitown in India because 
it numbers Dominique Lapierre among 
its auiboTS. Laffont w anted to do the defi¬ 
nitive Phoolan Devi biography, one that 
was based on taped interviews and not 
un notes smuggled oui of prison. 

If Phoolan agreed, they would rent 
her a comfortable house in Gulmohar 
Park, pay her a substantial amount of 
money and engage a Hindi journalist to 


(be rest, she was sdll a vktim and the fil¬ 
mmakers were the of^tressors. 

Her struggle againsi (be film was 
portray in hemte tenns by Butalia in a 
piece in Sumdav: "She refuses to lose 
her autonomy. She refuses to lake thi ngs 
lying down or to keep quiet. And this is 
djsconcenlng because it upsets all plans 
(o make political points from her life." 

This was eatremely moving but the 
suspicion remained thix all Phoolan wan¬ 
ted was a cut ofihe proceeds. As long as 
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conduct the interviews. The book would 
be sympathetic and would portray the 
post-prison Phoolan so there would he 
no nx)m for misinicrpretation. 

Phoolan jumped at the deal. 

But there was a pruhlem. Her original 
contract with Mab Sen and (hen with 
Channel Four.vigncd away (he exclusive 
ri^b to her life Mory. When LafToni 
heard about (his. they conucied Chan¬ 
nel Four which was then finishing r(s 
own Phoolan dim. Did it have any objec¬ 
tions if Phoolan wrote another biogra¬ 
phy ? Channel Four said that it did not. 

And so. Phoolan moved into her Cul- 
mohar Park home, went for long drives 
every evening, accompanied by 
her ^iccunty guard and 
played the Ux:al cclctmty. 

Until, the Bofuia 
Quftn controversy. Once 
Phoolan turned against 
the Him. Channel Four 
remembered the agree¬ 
ment with Laffoni. As the 
case began to go Phoo¬ 
lan's way — the judge 
refused to let (hem show 
the Him until Phoolan 
at^roved — Channel 
Four decided to react! 
te its legal hold on (he 
Bandit Quftn. 

In November. Mala 
Sen told Siinoay, ’Phoo* 


pay her Rs 20 lakh. As she had* made a 
grand total of Rs 5 lakh to date ^m 
Mala Sen's honk and the Bandit Qu€fn 
film, this was an extraordinarily good 
deal. {Though. apparently> her new hus¬ 
band held out for one crore till they (old 
him not to be so silly). 

The alternative was to lose die Laf* 
font deal and (o go on fighting the Ban¬ 
dit Qtiftn film with no hope of getting 
anything in return, 

Prcdtciably, Phoolan took the money 
and smiled. 


fAfhere does die deal leave everyho- 
Wdv involved? 


rV dy involved? 

At one level, everyone has gained. 



never to have been commercially 
relcai^. And now that Phoolan has 
taken the money and run. Famikh Dhon- 
dy can argue dut the whole controversy 
amounted to blackmail. 

Even Arundhan Roy believer that site 
has been vindicated. "What 1 have been 
'Saying all along is that a filmmaker 
ought not to have (he right to resiage (he 
rape of a living woman without her con¬ 
sent. We have an order from the Delhi 
High Court supporting this position. As 
far as Phoolan herself is concerned, now 
that the filmmakers have her consent 
(subject to whatever cuts and payment 
of damage they have agreed upon) I 
think that business is over and done 
with." 


A id yet. this rather 
materialistic end to 
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rights to her story with Channel Four 
and then went ahe^ with (he French bio- 
grapher.That was a breach of our 
contract, but wc didn't object. We said, 
we've made our film, let her make some 
more money. But now, she ha.s gone (o 
court and once things are in (be court 
then the lawyers rake over." 

Next month. Laffoni hopes to publish 
its Phoolan Devi biography. But Chan¬ 
nel Four threatened legal action. It war¬ 
ned Laffoni that as Phoolan had acted 
against the terms of her original 
contract, the channel’s lawyers could 
take action to prevent the new biography 
from being publi shed. 

Laffoni asked Phoolan to .settle with 
Channel Four. 

From Phoolan point of view, she 
now had a stark choice. She couldn't let 
Laffont down having partaken of its hos¬ 
pitality and largesse. On the other hand, 
she couldn't simply drop her objections 
to Bandit Quefn. 

Channel Four had a compromise in 
mind. It would agree to mirKv cuts in the 
film to save Phoolan’s face and it would 


Despite all the pathetic things that Phoo¬ 
lan Devi says, many people feel that she 
will benefit from the release of the 
movie. She intends to emerge as a cham¬ 
pion <A (he backwards and the film — 
whether simplistic or not — certainly 
portrays her in that light. Plus, she is Rs 
20Jakh richer. 


Shekhar Kapur ha.s already gained. 
Bandit Quetn has established him a» the 
firsi of a new breed of savvy direcKM^— 
people who can make commcrcia] films 
(hat are as appreciated in Loicknow as in 
Los Angeles, k never made any differen¬ 
ce to him whether Bandit Quefn had an 
Indian Telea.se or not. He is now negotia¬ 
ting a contract for a Hollywood film cal¬ 
led The Nine O'OiKk War. Nor has the 
controversy hurt his stature: he turned 
up ai a recent awards ceremony in hand¬ 
cuffs trying hard to play the victim. 


Channel Four is out of pocket by Rs 
20 lakh and lawyers' fees. But that is a 
relatively small price to pay. Thanks to 
(he controversy. Bandit Queen has beco* 
tne the most talked about Indian film 


the controversy leaves 
nobody fully satisfied, 
Shekhar Kapur had suld 
i that he would refuse to 
allow anyone to release 
' the movie if the censors 
made a single cut. Now, 
his own producer has 
agreed to four cuts 
without consulting him. 
Perhaps Kapur will ask 
for his name (o be 
removed from the credits 
of the Indian version 
where he doesn't need 
' the publicity. 

Many people involved in (he 
controversy feel that final I y. none of the 
issues were really scrtled. If. ax Hoy 
says, (he real issue was whether filmina- 
kers should show the rape of real people 
without their consent, dten the only 
conclusion that emerges is that yes, they 
can go right ahead provided they puy 
enough. 

Ar^ as for Phoolan herself, she 
remains an enigmatic figure, now lea¬ 
ning one way, now leaning the other. 
One day she converts to Buddhism, the 
next day she denies it. One day she colls 
Mala Sen her sister. The next day she 
calls her a four-letter word. 

Perhaps, it is the fault of society that 
has exploited her for so long that she is 
now out for whatever she can get. 

Or perhaps it Is that in the midxt of this 
war between ri^t-ons, feminists, film¬ 
makers. authors, censors and leftists, 
she was (he only bandit. 

And uke a true bandit queen, she has 
ridden into the sunsei, her saddlebags 
stuffed with loot. V 
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Something stub¬ 
born in mp insists 
chat 1 finish what 1 
sufttd. Now.chat 
I the paijy is over, 
and (he guests are 
leaving — let's 
mnunagc through 
the debris, son the 
rubbish and sec if 
we can sum up whai it was all about. 

To anybody that has been fd lowing 
the controversy in the media, perhaps 
the summing up would go something 
like this; 

• Bafuiit Queen is a hhJUant. success* 
ful Him that ought to have won an Oscar. 
1 1 tells the True Story of the life of Phoo¬ 
lan Devi. 

• Phoolan Devi i$ a greedy, untruthful 
immoral woman who challenged (he 
authenticiiy of the film and (he filmma¬ 
kers' right to re-stage rape without her 
consent, only in order lu exton money 
from them. (Which she has now got. and 
thereby vindicated (he filmmakers' posi¬ 
tion p«^iy. if not completely.) 

• Arundhuti Roy. who wrote acnique 
of (he film called The Oreai Indian 
Bape-Trick fin Si'Nt>AY issue dated 2S 
August"-3 September 1994) is a Pro- 
caste, Anti-woman, jealous, failed. 
writer*cum-Ayatollah (like a sofa- 
cum-bed) who supported, and perhaps 
even instigated Flirolan Devi to file a 
suit against Channel Four and the Him* 
makers in order to "seek the oxygen of 
publicity and extract her petty revenge". 
When it was pointed out that the said 
Arundhati Roy had an ongoing contract 
with Channel Four aiKl had actually jeo¬ 
pardised her professional future by 
taking issue with Bandit Queen, (he 
Story changed. Arundhati Roy was 
rumoured to be a panner in a cons|nracy 
with Channel Four to generate publicity 
(by creating a controversy) for the film. 

Anyhow, either way, the summing up 
goes, (he said Arundhati Roy has got 
what she deserves (her 'come-uppance' 
as somebody with a Biblical bnit of 
mind might put it) because Fhoolsin 
Devi did the dirty on her. and went and 
signed a settlement without telling her. 

So wbai we're left with is diJ s bf11 liant 
film that ought to have won an Oscar, 
but hasn't. With martyred, cheated film- 
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makers, with a pci bandit on a lea.sh dtai 
(he media when'i(M>eed mndles out. 
And with on Arundhati Roy who. I've 
heard it said, ought to be declared a 
NacionaJ Disgrace for having swindled 
(he Nation ouc of (he Holy Grail. 
(Should i be flogged, incarcerated or ^ 
you know, (he usti^ — paraded naked?) 

But as ever, wiih (he Queen cit- 

cus. (hings are not quite whai they 
af^ar to be. The dwarves aren't dwar¬ 
ves. The clowns aren't funny, and (he 
acrobats are actually slim elephants in 
wyuinned leotards 

So what r.f going on? 


Anyway, (o cut a long story short, a 
suit was filed in (he High Court of Delhi 
on (he 9 September '94. On the strength 
of dK plaint, the judge rmJered an injunc¬ 
tion against the screening of the film in 
India. Three-and'a-half months later, 
after listening to detailed arguments 
from both sides and studying the 
documents that had been filed 
(contracts. aHidavits. Mala Sen's Kxik 
etc.) the judge wrtHe a .^?-page judge* 
ment ordering an international injunc¬ 
tion. When the filmmakers appealed to 
the Division Bench and argued ihcir 
CISC further, the injunction was re¬ 
confirmed and they were ordered to 


inform the Academy of Motion Plcruros 
that a civil suit was pending against the 
film. 

In short, the more they argued, the 
worse it got. They had their legal 
knickers in a prop^ly twist. 

Meanwhile, in Europe, the penpheral 
action was unfolding. Channel Four 
(London) threatened Robert Laffont 
FiJtot (Paris) — the French publishing 
house (hat was worthing with Phoolan 
Devi on her autobiography—with legal 
action. These publishert^ were Phoolan 
Devi's source of livelihood. They paid 
her rent, her telephone bi I Is and her medi¬ 
cal bills. Channel Four claimed chat they 
had the exclusive rtghis 
to the story of Phoolan 
Devi's life and that 
Rohen Laffont Pixoi was 
committing a legal offen¬ 
ce by publishing her auto¬ 
biography. Robert Laf- 
font Fixoi hud already 
invested a considerable 
amount of time and 
money in the project. A 
protracted leg^ wrangle 
with Channel Four spelt 
trouWe. 

In the meantime in 
India, pirated videos of 
Bandit Queen hit (he mar¬ 
ket. making nonsense of 
the court injunction. In 
February, the film was 
released in Europe. The 
court ordered that the 
film be screened for Phoo¬ 
lan Devi. 

In eariy March. Paris 
and London converged 
on Gulmohar Park. On 
(he 9 March. 1996. 
Robert Laffont Fixot, 
Channel Four and Phoo¬ 
lan Devi agreed on a 
three-cornered. oui- 
of-court settlement. 
Phoolan Devi withdrew 
her suit on condition that 
certain .scenes were cut 
out of die film before it 
was released In India. 
And that the legend that 
claims that it's a True 
Story be replaced with 
something to the effect 
that it is bused on Mala 
Sen's bo^ and does noi 
claim to he a True Story. 
She was paid 40,000 
pounds in damages for 


A ccording to S.S. 

Bedi. the producer of 
(he film (The Times Of 
tndia. 12 March) "Eve¬ 
rything changed after she 
saw the film" (subtext; 
We paid her 19 iakhs and 
agreed to some cuts). He 
suggests that none of this 
would have happened 
had I (the said Arundhati 
Roy) not "innuenced" 
Phwlan Devi to "kick up 
a fuss". The fact is, if 
you'd care to read old 
newspapers, that the fuss 
was kicked up long befo¬ 
re I ever met Phoolan 
Devi. The fact is also (hat 
If, to put an end to my evil 
machinations, all they 
had to do was show ha 
the film — why didn’t 
they? Why did it take six 
months and a court order 
for that to happen? 

I first met Phoolan 
Devi only afier I'd read 
her proiesu in the news¬ 
papers. What I will admit 
to. however, is that I did 
venture to suggest that it 
would perhaps be wiser 
for her to see a lawyer 
rather than to immolate 
herself, which was what 
she was threatening in die 
press. At (he time, I did¬ 
n't find it funny, this 
melodrama, though f 
know that most people 
did. I realised that she 
was living in a context 
that she was corapleiely 
bemused by. and didn't 
know how else to deal 
with. 



Though I think she’s been given a raw deal, for 
an illiterate woman, she’s managed 

pretty well 
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the injury caused lo her by (he release of 
ihe unaltered version of the film abroad. 

in effect Bondi/ Que<n is "based on 
Phoolao*s prison diahes" (here, but not 
here. It's True there and Not True here. 
But "Tniih is Pure" — as the director 
was fond of telling us earlier. It costs 19 
lakh and is marked For Export Only. 
Any takers? 

L et's not laugh. Because verdons of 
this are wailing to h^pen lo all of us. 
And it wont be just London and Pari K on 
our doorsteps. It'll be more than that 
And it'll be rape dressed up as Ra-ra*ni. 
In puff-sleeves and polka dots. 


The name of another 
film just dropped into my 
head. I haven't seen it 
and have no idea whar it' s 
about, but the name sud¬ 
denly occurred to me. 
tndtcent Propo^at. Is 
(hat what it's called? 

Sorry. Stray thought. My 
mind wanders. U’s an old 
habit. 

While we're on the sub¬ 
ject of Consent. I gather 
from The Sunday 
Observer (12 March) that 
the deal was made and the 
cuts m the film were 
agreed to without Shek¬ 
har Kapur’s consent! 1 
think llui it U almost a.s 
outrageous as re-staging 
rape without the victim's 
consent. How can the 
poor guy hope to do bat¬ 
tle with the Cenwr Board 
when hiK own producer is so scissor- 
haf^y'^ Perhaps he can picket the cine¬ 
ma hall in handcu ffs (the ones he wore to 
the Filmfare Awards). He could do that, 
and 1 could immolate myself in the 
lobby. That should make everybody 
happy. 

Verily, verily I say unto you — Cen¬ 
sorship and Consent move in mysterious 
ways. To misquote Oscar Wilde — 
wme men get it with a swi^. Cowards 
with a kiss. 

Or a cheque-book. 

Coming back to the settlement — it 
came as news tome. I was neither consul¬ 
ted nor involved in it. I spent a day fee¬ 
ling bewildered, stupid and lei down. 
Not at the fact that there had been a Kettle- 
mem. hut at the way in which it had hap¬ 
pened. Then 1 realised that there was no 
reason why I should ha>c been consul¬ 


ted. It is her life and their business. I 
don't consult Phoolan Devi about what I 
do with my life. Why id)ouId she consult 
me ^)OUt hers? Phoolan Devi is not a tro¬ 
pical island paradise that I have coloni¬ 
sed and now oNvn. I was stunned when 1 
heard the news. But now Tm amused at 
my own pvedicameni. I Muck my neck 
out. 1 had it coming. I can quite see why 1 
would have been pcrcci ved by the peodu- 
cera as a hindram to the deal, since 1 
supported Phoolan Devi\ right lo pro¬ 
test against the film and dem^ that it 
be shown to her. 

Why did I support Phoolan Devi's 
protest? I did it because I believe that a 



How can Kapur hope to 
battle the censors when 
his own producer is so 
scissor-happy? 


fflmmakcr ought not to have the right to 
rc-siagc the rape o( a living woman 
without her consent. (Yes, yes. yes. yes. 
I've heard the Ut about how rape is not a 
private sexual matter. That it is a crimi¬ 
nal offenct, aetd not something to be 
ashamed about) I agree completely. Bui 
1 believe that there are ^vcnl ways of 
protesting about rape — admitting to it. 
speaking of iL writing about it. cam¬ 


paigning for suffer legislaiion. These 
are feems of empowcnneni. Simulating 
it on screen, however skilfully, and wha- 
lever the slated inleniionsof the filmma¬ 
ker J snot. 

Particularly not when it is done 
without the consent of the victim 
(M^frr^erhe or she may be Public figu¬ 
re. private figure. Prime Minister or 
prostitute). Rape, by definiiion. is humi¬ 
liating for the victim. And the humilia¬ 
tion and loriure of women has titillaied 
men foe centuries. Of course, no respec¬ 
table man will siand up and say so. but 
pornography is big business, isn't it? 
And it's full of rape, isn't it? As iake 
Baker, the friendly neigh¬ 
bourhood 'cybersex 
ra]MSi’ recently put it — 
"’Torture is foreplay, 
snuff (killing) is climax." 

In court, the counsel 
representing (he filmma- 
kin said that only a per¬ 
vert would find Bandit 
Queen titillating. He's 
quite right. But only aper- 
ven would rape a 
woman. Only several per¬ 
verts would gang-rape a 
woman. And if, as the fil- 
mmaJeers are fond of clai¬ 
ming. Bandii Queen is a 
manifesio of Indian 
Womanhood, surely it is 
also a manifesto of Indian 
Manhood? In which case, 
our landscapes must be 
teeming with perverts. It 
would be a pity, wouldn’t 
iu if this film only 
preaches to the con¬ 
verted. and titillates the rest? 

The depiction of rape is a complex, 
double-edged thing. You cannot legisla¬ 
te on how an audience will react. One 
man's horror is the next man's titilla- 
tion. I’m not suggesting art across- 
the-board censor hip of the depiction of 
rape. Merely, that when it comes to a 
living victim. I think getting her (or his) 
explicit, clear and writien consent is the 
very least you can do. If the risk of 
reporting rape, or admitting publicly to 
having been raped, potentially includes 
suffering the indignity of having it re- 
.sioged for an audience that is going to 
pay u> watch yc>u lying on your hack 
with your legs spread. 1 have no doubi ai 
all thill very few—even the most eman¬ 
cipated amongst us would make the 
cardinal mistake of seeking justice. 
Now that there is an order from the Delhi 
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High Court supporting this position, 
perhaps it will go a long way towards hcl* 
ping the next victim to whom (hi s i s dme. 

As far as Phoolan Devi herself is con^ 
cemed. the producers now have hereon* 
sent, subject (o whatever cuts she's 
asked for. (Belore the setilerMnt, three 
judges in two courts searched for. but 
never found (he consent that the fiJmma* 
kers claimed ihcy had.) So thdt pan of 
the business, at least, is over and done 
with. She did what she had to do. And 
though 1 stiii think that she has been 
given a raw deal (she got about half the 
fee the producer gels, icave alone his 
huge chunk of share in the profits) Td 
say (hat for an illiterate woman, she has 
managed pretty well 

Given the circumstances, she has 
acted with intelligence and acumen, i've 
often said of her that it must be (erribly 
frustrating to be clever — I'd say close 
to bhlliant-^and illiterate. It’s a pity the¬ 
re's no sign of this in the portrayal M her 
in the film. 











A' 
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A part from these legal issues, my cri- 
lioue of the film. (The Crea/ induin 


V. 


^%iique of the film, (The Creaf Indian 
Rape-Trivk). has nothing whatsoever to 
do with what Phoolan Devi docs or docs 
not thinkoftheftim. 1 standby it and am 
willing to debate the points that t have 
raised publicly, with the director of the 
film. 

In my essay, \ have pointed out how 
the film departs radically from Mala 
Sen's book, (which goes on and on 
about how Phoolan Devi would not 
discuss r^K and why) and how there i s a 
pattern to the disiontons and departures 
which says a lot about the politics of the 
filmmakers. I have argued that Bandit 
Quetn does not make a case against rape 
— hut a case against Ihe rape of nice 
women. And that when Phoolan Devi’s 
self-confessed brutality did not fit in 
with the algebra of the cosy morality 
play, it was simply edited out. 

Funnily enough, in a legal notice to 
Phoolan Devi while she was still in pri¬ 
son. the producer himself has admitted 
that the film isn’t based on (he book. The 
words he uses art: "The film is not kfenii • 
cal or even substantially .^rrulor to the 
book India's Bandit Queen by Mala 
Sen." An out-of<oun secernent 
doesn't serve (u alter facts. And it isn’t 
hard to see that hidden in the folds of 
Bandtt Queen's strident radical rhetoric, 
(here are some not* very-radical things 
that sound wrong and fimell funny. 

The nimraakers' explanations of the 
trouble the film had got into varied. 









Her French publishers were Phoolan’s source of livelihood, p 
she has acM with intelligence. It's a pity there’s no sign irf 


depending on where (he explaining was 
being done. In India they defended them¬ 
selves with vidoux. poxonal attacks on 
(he criiics. Outside India (hey became 
racketeers trading on the post-Rushdic 
Martyr Market (in which stocks are 
high these days). 'They portrayed them¬ 
selves as burned Third World radicals 
perxecuied by the Ruthless State for 
daring to question the Caste System. 
(When, in their case, all the pour, old 
Ruthless State ever did was to possiona* 
tely recommend Us nomination as Indi¬ 
a's official entry for an Oscar.) 

Writing about Shekhar IC^r io TTie 
Ouardian, Derek Malcolm says.he 
has been threatened many li mes wi th vio¬ 
lence and placed under virtual house 
arrest in &ombay*'(fj Timt magazine 
said. 'Dmler some regimes, alas, brave 
directors become Untouchables.'' 

Lei’s take a closer look at the politics 
of this film. Its comments on two Big 
Umi, Casteism and Femini sm. 


Far Irom being a radical assault on the 
caste system. Bandit Queen actually co- 
opis it. It manipulates the viewer into 
whdc-heanedly sympathising with a 
woman who is supposed to have murde¬ 
red 20 people whose crime was that they 
belonged to the same caste as (he docoits 
who raped her. They were hosting a wed¬ 
ding in Behmui whkh die rapists were 
meant to be at, but weren't. In extracts 
from her letters in Mala Stn'% hook, 
Phoolan Devi, denying hec involvement 
in the killings says, "My enemies 
weren't among the and "I do not 

believe in killing people without a posi- 
cive reason. 

So id effect, (he men who are murde¬ 
red are the right caste but (he wrong 
men*. The real culprits get away and sur¬ 
face later on In the film to humiliate her 
once more. Yet the film applauds ihe 
massacre. It does noi so much as pause 
to suggest that perhaps murdering the 
wrong men is not, or ought not to be so 
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for her rent, telephone and medical bills. Given the circumstances, 
in the film 


unquestioning)^ condoned. Apan from 
Lhe two main men. nobody kno^s the 
numes of the other men ^ho gang'iapcd 
Phoolan Devi, Nobody bothers to cross¬ 
check them with the names of the men 
who were murdered. It 1$ enough for eve¬ 
rybody that they were Thakurs.ltis this 
nodon of collective responsibility that 
lies at (he hean of India’s communal and 
ca.sie conflictthat ha.s been the cause 
of riots and mil I ions of v ioleni deaths. 

As for its ’Feminist" staiement — I'd 
say that BondU Queen has the cdiics of a 
wildlife docuinenujy in the way that it 
candidly probes its animal subiecu. I'd 
say that they would have approached 
things very differently had she belonged 
to their own clas.s and background. I’d 
say (hat it is a deeply un-feminist film, 
because it is only primarily interested in 
Phoolan Devi's rape undsex life. Accor¬ 
ding to the film she i» remarkable only 
because she was raped. 

Afler she was kidnapped, Phoolan 

<40nim 


Devi spent Uute-and-a-half-yean in the 
ravines. For (be first year-and-a-halt. 
she was a moll. The film dwells at length 
on this period. For the next two years, 
she led her own gang. She baffled the 
UP police force. *She played daring 
games with them. She negotiated the 
terms of her own surrender. The film 
tells us nothing of these years. Absolute¬ 
ly nothing. B^ond showing her crying 
and asking for her mother! 

The minute she U no longer a rape- 
able commodity— asortof armed vagi¬ 
na ro\’ing the ravines ^ (he film dumps 
her. The problon is notjusi whai's in the 
film, but what’s not in it. Thoa is rut a 
single scetkc in which Phoolan Devi 
even makes a suggestion (neser mind 
taking a decision). If men are ikm raping 
her. abusing her. buying her or celling 
her. they're telling her what to do. 
leaching her how to ivofifc (though she 
grew up in the ravines, when she meets 
MaMah. she forgets how to run in 


(he sand), comfoning her 
when she cries and uppea- 
ring to her in her dreani.s. 
Even her appitiniment as 
the incarnation of Durga 
is made by a man. First 
there is a graphic, gh(Hi* 
liKh rape sequence in 
which her rapist is shot 
while he's at it, lying on 
her, raping her. In the 
very next scene, Vikram 
Maliah, her redeemer 
(who luter becomes her 
lover), ties a red bandage 
around her head, und 
publicly appoinis her 
Gi*ddes>> Durgu. A< 
thinjgh being raped were 
the only pre-r^uisiie to 
he promoted into divi¬ 
nity! Her I wo acts of 
Retribution are fondly 
supervised by rr>cii. Ev*n 
the idea of the massacre 
ui Bchmai is put into her 
dim heodhy Vikrain Ma)- 
lah. (Before he dies, and 
his death has to be 
avenged w ith a massacre.) 

It is astounding the 
ixay they’ve managed to 
turn this shrewd, canny, 
survivor into yet anolhCT 
pathetic. snivelling, 
nostril-quivering victim. 
Yes, they’ve made some 
superficial concessions. 
ITiey've put her into trousers, given her 
a gun and some four-letter words to say. 

The pity is that she has now agreed to 
be what they say .she is. 

I've said this before and I’ll say it 
again — Bani/u Queen has transformed 
India's most famous bandit into Histo¬ 
ry * s most famou s victi m of rape. 

It sucks. 

Already, a klt'^r to the Editor is com¬ 
posing itself in my heal— OecrSir. Mr 
Kapur hay made a landma rk fdm in tndi- 
an Cinema. W/iy he yhoutd \>e made fo 
suffer while A rundh ita Roy can go squai- 
free by criticising k He should file tt 
case agninsi her and .the w\U he behind 
the bars. He will be judged by the 
people, nta by her His name will go 
(Rtwn among the />fher Creats of Indian 
cinema such as Mat\oj Kumar. I request 
you mrt i/t ghe her more spore in ,vr«<r 
columns. Regards... 

He's right. It’s time toshutup 

'Bye for now. e 
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NOIMMQ TO FCa HAPPY ABOUT: chitfmimsftr Bh^ijan Lai 


Lai versus Lai 


Bhajan and Bansi battle it out in the state 


Ironically enough, (be 
OD'going baule bet* 
ween Prifne Minister 
Narasimha Rao and 
former Union 

minister At^un Singh 
has come in handy for 

HARYANA Bhaian Lai, (he H wva* 
na chief minister, (o 
< deflect atteniion from (he goings-on in 
his state Congress rebels were all set (o 
put pressure on the party high command 
to remove Bhajan Ud from his post. But 
the PM is in no mood to upset someone 
who has been his loyal soldier in his war 
against Arjun Singh and other Congress 
djssidntis. 

But Bhajan Lai can least afford to rest 
on his laurels. Party dissidents may be 
lying low at the moment, but they have 
not given up (he campaign against the 
chief minisier. And to add to his pro¬ 
blems, al least (wo Opposition leaders 
are slowly but suitly gaining in popula¬ 
rity in Hiiyana. 

One of them is Om Prakash Chiuiala, 

- 


a former chief minister of the state. He is 
touring (be swe ex(ensively and his 
recent public rally in Meham drew a 
large crowd. Enthused by this, Chautala 
and his men have plans of holding more 
such meetings throughout Haryana. 

But Chautala is manageable, Afler 
all, people are yet to forget the misrule 

MANM MB MAim: Bansi Ui 



of (he Chautala regime. The person who 
is giving Bhajan Lai sleepless nights is 
Bansi Lai another ftmner chief mini.stcr 
of (he stale and now the president of the 
Haryana Vikas Party (HVPj. Bansi Lai 
was lying low for a very long lime. B j( 
ever since the Congress party, to which 
he belonged prior lo floating his own out¬ 
fit was plunged in tunnoil he began hil¬ 
ling out at the Congresti regime in the 
stale. And whai is important is that 
Bansi Lai seems to be getting a ready 
audiertce. 

Bansi Lai’s advantage is that, unlike 
Chautala. he is still remendMred as an 
efflcieni administrator. And it was 
during his tenure that a lot of develop¬ 
mental schemes were taken up. The sta¬ 
le's roads were widened, new highways 
built ar»d power gerteration took a quan¬ 
tum leap during his tenure as chief 
minisier. The Haryana tourism was also 
his brainchild. In faci. it was Bansi Lai 
who masterminded the development of 
Ihe state after Haryana was carved out of 
Punjab. No wonder, Bansi Lul is 
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Mending fences 
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Matang Singh and Hiteswar Saikia decide to bury their 
differences 


drawing large crowds at his public 
meetings. 

Bansi Lai's advantage is that unlike 
Ocn Pnkash G)auiaU, he enjoys a rela- 
lively dean image. And (he former CM 
IS all sec to cash in on the corruption in 
the present regime in Haiyana. And 
what has given a fillip to Bans! Lai's 
efforts is a report from (he comptroller 
and auditor general of India (CAC) 
which has detecied a scandal involving 
Bhajan Lai and his family. 

The report concerns a disiillery 
owned by the chief minister's son* 
m*law, Anoop Bishnoi. CAG has esti¬ 
mated (hai the Haryana government has ! 
lost Rs I43crure because of a biased poll* 


ROCKING THE BOAT 


CoR0r«s dlttidMtf and 
O^potHlon ltad«rtare 
oMklag Hfa hall for chitf 
mlnltfarlMJaA Lai 

Both Banal Lai and Om 
Prakoah Chaatala ara touring 
the atite In ordor to garm 
public support for thtir 
campaign against tho rullag 
roglmo 

So for, Bho|ooLjihas 
managed to dofloet crltldsm 
bocittoo of tho turmoil wItMo 
tho Congrats at tho control 
lovol 


cy decision taken by the Bhajan Lai regi¬ 
me. BoLh Chautala and Bansi LaJ have 
vowed to make this an cleciicm issue. 

Then, there is the caste factor. With 
the Jai votes usually dividedi every 
Congress regime in the state depended 
heavily cm the non-Jat vote-bank. 
Thou^ non-Jais have traditionally 
voted for the Congress in the past, politi¬ 
cal observers think that this time, they 
could well side with the Opposition. 

Chief minister Bhajan Lai's only con 
solaiion is that the Opposition in the 
stale is divided. Both Om Prakash Chau- 
tala and Bans! Lai are nghtiiig for a 
shore of the same vole-bank. And any 
split m (^position votes will invariably 
benefit tiK Congress. 

Bu( these calculations arc all <m 
paper. For the moment, Bhajan Lai is 
facing the heat both within his party and 
outside. • 





It was slated to be a 
clash of titans. But in 
keeping with the old 
saying that (here were 
no permanent friends 
or enemies in politics. 
Assam chief minister 
ASSAM Kiieswar Saikia and 
the ocwly-mductcd 
Union minister of state for parliamenta¬ 
ry affairs. Matang Singh (a RaJyaSabha 
MP from the stale), dccid^ to bury their 
diffcrtiKts last fonnighi. 

This was during Mating Singh's visii 
to Aasam after his induction in the 
Union council of minisiers. He made the 
right moves to effectively destroy the 
myth that the d issidenu in U>e suie t read 
anti-Saikia leaders) had found a strong 
leader in him. 

Singh, who COTsiders the Tinsukia 
district as his bastion, got enthusiastic 
response when he flew in from Guwaha- 
ti. Earlier, he received an impressive wel¬ 
come when he arrived in tlW state capi¬ 
tal. But the people who were there towel- 
come him. and who later met him at the 
circuit house, were mostly anti-Saikia 
legislators and their cohorts. 

At least four MLA.s — Hiranya Bora. 
Kushal Sahu. Lakhi Borgohain and Chit- 
unnjan Paiowary — never made secret 

NOHARD FEEUNQS: MotangSingh 


of their opposition to the chief minister. 
AikI they accompanied Matang Singh 
wherever he went. Others, including 
PWD minister Sarat Barkakoty and 
DileshwarTanti, made it a point to meet 
the UniM minister thereby creating an 
impression that an anti-Saikia front was 
being formed within (he Pradesh 
Congress. 

Singh, however, was (}uick to deny 
the clwge. Speaking to Sunday after 
his four-day tour, he said : "I did not 
come here to work against anyone. In 
fact. 1 welcome the expulsion of three 
MLAs. I have also told the dissidents rwi 
to indulge in anti-pany activities. How 
can you say ihai I am leading the dissi* 
dent group?" 

Singh acknowledged that "some kind 
of communication gap wax there bet¬ 
ween a few MLAs and (he chief 
minister". He added that this has been 
sorted out and that there would be no 
more problem in the state party unit. 

Singh's confidence probably stems 
from the fact he met Saikia at the latter's 
home town at Nazira where he had gone 
to attend a wedding. The meeting lasted 
aboui half-an-hour. What transpired 
during the di?iCussions is unlilcely to 
come out bui both sides maintained 
cordiality. 













Wh^n asked whether he had made up 
with the chief minister, Malang Singh 
said: 'He was never an enemy. So wbm 
is the question of being fnends again?” 
But political observers in the state have 
not failed to discern a note of arrogance 
in the Union minister's statement. 

Rumour mills in Guwahaii were wor* 
king overtime during Singh's stay. 
While some said lhai Saikia would have 
to include scmk of his opponents in the 
Cabinet as a price for the truce with 
Singh, itthers insisted that Singh's tar¬ 
get was nut really Saikia but his irans* 
pon m i nistcr Shiv Sbambhu Ojah ^ the 
ML A from Tiruukia which is also 
Singh’s stronghold. 

As for the po5sihi I ity of Saikia-bei 
being inducted into the state Cabinet, the 
chief minister himself laid the rumours 
to rest us soon at: he came back to Cuwa* 
hali. 'There will be no Cabinet expan¬ 
sion". Saikia asserted when newsmen 
confronted him 4iih the question. 
"Where is rhe lime for expamtion? The 
elections (to the state Asaemby) are just 





The bitter 
truth 


The government-run 
cinchona plantations in 
North Bengal need urgent 
attention 

I Unccftainiy dogs the 

future of 6300 wor* 
'V kers of the cinchona 

f plantations at Mung- 

^2 ^ngal 

J/Bl Losses to the tune of 

Rs 11 crore have been 
WEST BENGAL incurred by the aulhtv 

rilics in recent limes. 
But the state government is yet to find a 
way out of this mess. What’s more, the 
facilities at Mungpoo for processing 
naiunJ cinchona is the only one of its 
kind in the country. 

Ananda Paihak. CPKM) central com* 
mittce member and the presidem of Dar¬ 
jeeling Cinchona Bagon Mazdoor 


Anew home 



OEMANDfNG ACTION: Ananda Paihak 

Union (OCBMU), has approached the 
stale government with a set of proposals 
(o revitalise the industry arkJ save the 
workers and (heir families. In a memo¬ 
randum lo the concetti^ deportmcm, 
Paihak has urged the government to go 
in lor diversification in order lo muki* 
the cinchona-processing units viuhle. 

"Unfortunately, no response h;is been 
received till date", said Puthuk. In July, 


WAMNC PEACE: Hite^war Saikia 

1.5 months away", the chief minister 
pointed out. 

Despite the high-profile visit. Malang 
Singh remains an outsider in A.ssam's 
politics. And Hiieswor Saikia. on his 
pOJl. maintained that he was not al all 
disturbed by Singh’s visit. It appear; 
that Singh and Saikia have managed to 
overcome the reservations they hod in 
the past about each other. Perhaps both 
have decided that it was time to come to 
thf aid of the party. Or perhapK both 
have been told by the party le^rshtp 
that thL was not the time to indulge in 
inira-party wranglings. 

Following the truce between Saikia 
and Singh, whatever opposition the CM 
was facing has blown over, at least for 
the time being. • 

WIMi A. MdMfa/BiWJtetf 


The Manipur state government decides to relocate 
the Sangai, a rare species of dancing deer 

Vhefe is hope for Sangai. the dan- I they need is either a flash flood or 
I cina deer. If Ihiiun to as Dcr l>lan. endemic". What has aenravated i 


1 cing deer. Ifihingsgoaspcrplan. 
seven these animals will be 
letlooaefortbeftmiiiMma 106^- 
iva sanctuao' on the LAogo) Hills 
overlooking Is^iha) ^ (he eod ^ 
March or ^y April. Una n part of 
an ambiiioos projoctt^Ac up by the 
Manipur suu fotest departnem m 
iti e^srt to save (he ^**^|*» fron 
exhnetioa. 

The World WMiAPund 
has dedsed the Sangai (bro» 
antlered deer) as Asia’s most tfare^ 
ned specks. And conaervatsraifis 
have (be lufldag fern Uw ite eodie 
populadoo of Ite ^eer io the iloaiuig 

Keibul Laap)ao1^AlK>B*l OW ^ 

com^etdy out. 

AccoRBag B K. Pnntauov 
Singh, depi^ coQiervBar of toB 
(wildlife): To becom e 

■ f. 


they Deed is either a flash flood or an 
^demic". What has aggravated tlte 
kar is thtf the 40 sq.km Keibul Lan- 
jao sanctuary, a marshy patch on the 
sprtwliag Loktak Like, is the last 
nidural homeland of the Sangai. 

Alarmed by the plight of tlw ani¬ 
mal. the state wiWlife office had 
drawn up a |4an to preserve them. 
After discussions with the Central 
Zoo Antboricy (CZA), it was decided 
dm seven Sangais will ^ shifted to 
Manipur ftom the zoo in Delhi. In 
renon. one male cape langoor and 
ooe male otter will be given to the 
Dethi 200. The CZA has already 
made available Rs 50.000 as rrans- 
ponadon expense. The rest of the 
cost will be picked up by the Mani¬ 
pur ime government. 

But is dte sanctuay k the Langol 
ili!h fit so iheHer these ammals? Cri- 
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1993. a technical commiuee com^iog 
scieniisis ftom the Regional Research 
Laboratory, Jammu, had come down. 
The team visited (he plantations and sub' 
mined a brief report in October, 1993. 
The team suggested that plantation areas 
not under cultivatirm sould be utilised 
properly. Nothing has been done so far. 

The Mungpoo plant produces quini* ' 
ne, quindine. emetine and diosgenin 
which are needed for making drugs for 
malaria. 'ITwre are four major factories. 
The goveminent»owned factory at 
Mungpoo. established in 1864, has the 
capacity of producing 28 to 30 metric 
ton of the quinine salt annually 

According to Pathak. the divg policy 
of (he cenir^ government may be a rea* 
son why these factories art running up 
iosses. The cost of producing one kilo M 
quinine sulphate is estimated ai Rs 
7,51X1 while (he sale price has been peg¬ 
ged at Rs 2,5(K) per kilo. Pathak advoca¬ 
tes an upward revision of ihc quinine 
and quinidiflc sale prices. 

With the advent of chemotherapeutic 
drugs, ihe demund for quinine as a cuct 
Tor mu)aria wu.*) down. But with malaria 
parasites developing rtsi.siance to these 
now drugs, the demund for quinine has 


rics pointed out that the Sangais 
would have tittle chance of surviViag 
on the hills as these were essentially 
mhrdi-dwdlers. it was .also pointed 
out that the Langol Hills would not 
be able to provide suitable food to the 
Sangui. 

But wildlife ofFlcials have dumiis- 
sed the cridcism. The arguments 
have revealed the critics’ la^ of 
knowledge on the subject. Keibul 
Ltfnjao was never t natural home of 
the Sangai. As a last resort (bey took 
shelter here to save themselves fonn 
the hutnim enc^Dachmenl^ retorted 

nmm houses th€ Sanemg deer 


shot up once more. Recently, there was a 
shona^ of quinine in the market. 
Which is all the more reason why the 
govemmcfli dmuld ny id irvamp the 
existing plants. 

The facilities ai Mungpoo reveal a 
sorry stale of alTairs. The equipment in 
the iaboraioties and factories arc obso¬ 
lete. The product range is also narrow. 

Pathak has suggested putting nearly 
1.000 :^re d land under high quality tea 
cultivation. For this he is willing to rope 
in reputed tea companies. A pilot project 
for rubber plantation, undertaken over 
an area of 20 acre, could be increased to 
200 acre. Nearly 10.000 acre of the land 
beliinging to the cinchona dirccioraie 
comes under the foresi^ from which 
good quality limber could be harvesial 

Talking to Sunday, Pathak revealed 
that the state govemnKnt was drawing 
up a plan lo form a joint-venture compa¬ 
ny (0 save the ciochwui i^antatKTns. 
While this was a welcome news. Pathak 
was quick to point out that ti>e DCBMU 
would not allow retrcnchmeni of labour. 
He was also opposed to the idea of lotal 
or paitial privatisation of the cinchona 
prtKessing facilities. • 


PrernkumarSiu^. 

Wildlife ofTidals in the state are 
happy (hat (heir "rekmless effm" lo 
save tbe deer have yielded results. 
‘'From a mere 14 ki 1975, their num¬ 
ber has reached 150 now", claimed 
Singh. In fact a preliminery census 
carried out this month bis recorded 
150 Sangais i n tbe pari. 

The fores! depiuiment has also 
been able to creaie awareness among 
the pdofk around the national part 
regarding the pli^ of the Sangai. 
Local youth cltdn have set up anti- 
poadiing squads and have also step¬ 
ped up vigil to prevent commeici^ 
ex^oi^on of dv pvk by the people. 

For (be Sngais. however, 
direat remains. Apart from the cve^ 
Increasing human pressure, the vani¬ 
shing deer is also C^ng aooeber man- 
made disaster. Ever since tbe Loksak 
hydroetectiic project came up, (be 
, 0 ^ floHini park la the world has 
6 mmvuloanUemfV)Qda Bui the 
gregttet fear k dmt Ihe BomiDf laod- 
maea may httA into shreds without 
any warning, e 


Down in the 
dumps 

Coal exporters in the state 
are hard hit by a royalty 
hike and price undercutting 

Efforts made by the 
authorities to boost 
(he intefnatiooal bor¬ 
der trade have run into 
rough weather in 
Meghalaya. This is 
because the coal 
exporters in the stale 
have failed to come 
out the gnp of the Bangladeshi 
importers who are controlling tbe 
market. 

For Bangladesh, coal comes at a chea¬ 
per price If it is imported from 
Meghalaya than from Indonesia or 




FACMG AN UNCCPTiUN FUTURE: coo/ 
traders 

China. Ever since (he (nns-border trade 
in coal started six years ago. ihe 
Bangladeshis have enjoyed an upper 
hand, taki ng advantage of the fierce com- 
petitiOQ among the miners and the 
expeaters in (be Jaiiuia and Khasi Hills. 
Tbe exporten resorted to price undercut¬ 
ting in order to stay in the race. 

Though (he border trade checked 
smuggling and pilferage of coal, the 
price was determined by the Banglade- 
dti importers who were able to push ii 
down to US S35 per tonne from US $40. 
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While exporter in the Garo Hilb 
bave beM getting a price of US $46 per 
lonne trom impMten in Mymenun^. 
the exporters in Jaintia Hills felt the need 
for putting up a combined front. At a 
meeting held in the border town of 
Dawki in the first week of January, the 
exporters from Jaintia Hills decided to 
raise their rate from US S3S. 

But the decision received a jolt when 
the central government directed the state 
government to raise the royalty of run- 
of-rrull (ROM) coal from Rs 37 per 
tonne to Rs 120. The price of hand* 
picked coal was raised to Rs 150 per 
tonne with effect from IS January. 

The government wanted to earn a 
revenue of Rs 10 crore within 45 days. 
To add to the problem of the exponen. 
the Meghalaya Truck Owners and 
Drivers Association (MTODA) called 
an indefinite strike from the later pan of 
January to protest against the royalty 
hike. Though the strike was eventually 
called off on 23 Febru^. it left the coal 
miners and dealers a divided house with 
a section supponing the royalty hike and 
the other opposing it. 

Theexp^ers an now facing a peculi- 
'ar situation. While the government is 
rK>t willing to consider their demands, 
(he Bangladeshi importers have also 
threatened to approach Indonesia and 
China if the expr^terx hike their price (o 
cover die hike in royalty rates. 

"We are not against the royally hike ", 
said Hopeful Pohicng. a leading 
exporter and the vtce-president of the 
Meghalaya Internationa Traders A»o- 
ciaiion. "But we have lo stay m the race. 
Our cmly grudge is that the hike has been 
too high too soon”, he added. 

The coal mafia operating along (he 
Assam*Meghalaya border may be 
behind the truckers' stnke. Nearly AO 
percent of the coal trade is believed to be 
financed by Guwahaii-based coal 
dealers Exports have been cutting into 
their business. The royalty hike was just 
an excuse for the coal m^ia to cxerci^ 
their hold over (be market and jack up 
their prices. 

Though the truckers* strike was 
aimed at putting pressure on the 
Bangladeshi imponWs rather than 
oppose the royalty hike, it has boome- 
ranged on the exporters. Coal exporters 
in the stale now feel thai unless they take 
a united stand and stop undercutting, the 
Bangladeshi importers will continue lo 
call (he shots. * 


A dirty business 

India is fast becoming a dumping ground for toxic 
industrial waste 


I Even as the Supreme 
Court has sou^t u> 
clean up the mess crea- 
ted by effluents and 
eiius.sions from Indi* 
an faciortes. there are 
T I alarming reports that 
ENVIRONMENT die country has bcco- 
me a dumping ground 
for the waste generated by industries in 
the "developed* worid. And (his distur¬ 
bing trend has drawn the attention of 
Greenpeace, the intemaiKmal organise- 


L>. 


out such waste exports and totally ban* 
ning them by the end of 1997. However, 
some develi^ed countries have been 
trying to bypass it through bilateral 
agreements with the "weaker* nations. 

According to Leonard, the soft drinks 
multinaiion^. Pepsi, is one of the big¬ 
gest players in the toxic trade, (^oting 
US Customs records, she said ihat in 
1993, P^si had dumped about 4.500 ton 
of plastic waste In Madras in 23 ship¬ 
ments. Greenpeace has also objected to 
Pepsi sen mg up a joint* venture plastic 






MN 6 Q ZONE?: inxidr rfr< Cakutra Pori area 


I lion campaigning for a cleaner 
I environment. 

A workshop held jointly by Green¬ 
peace and (be CaJeutta bas^ Develop- 
meni Research Documentation and .Ser¬ 
vice Centre, at Poilan in the South 
24-Pargaria.s district, between 6 and 9 
March, nwked (he beginning of a non¬ 
governmental initiative to combat the 
trade in toxic waste. 

Ann Leonard. Crtcnpeace coordina¬ 
tor for the loxics project in Asia, toki 
Sunday: "The mulunationals in the 
USA. Europe and Australia art now 
making South Asia a destination for 
their hazardous waste because of the 
absence of protective legi.slation in the 
countries of this regton." 

Greenpeace has pointed out that 
plastic waste. lead*aah and metal scraps 
are being regularly shipped to India, 
Pakistan and Banglad^ from the 
United States. Canada, the United King¬ 
dom, A usirilia and Gmnany. 

TIk Basel Convention, finalised on 
25 March, 1994, has called for phasing 


recycling f^ility in Madras as ii would 
be hazard to (he environment and public 
health. 

Close on the heels of the Greenpeace 
move cume revelaiicms that Calcutta, 
too. hB.s become a landing station for 
foreign waste. On IS February.environ¬ 
mentalist Cttirubajyoli Ghosh sighted a 
huge CMisignment of waste plastic in (he 
port area. He immediately shot off let¬ 
ters to the Calcutta Port Trust chainnan. 
Bikram Sarkar. and Gunidas Dasgupta. 
MP. expressing concern at this 
development. 

While Che femner is yet to rtspemd. 
Dasgupta hzs written to Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao on 9 March, 
drawing his attentiem to Greenpeace's 
aJen as well as Ghosh's findings. The 
MP and the ecologist have jointly called 
for a conventicH) among South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) countries for a complete ban 
on the waste imports. • 
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Caught in a Jam 


■ Although the car tiulu^try 
in India is wiirKssing an 
unprecedented boom, nearly 
5,000 brand*new Toyous 
and Konda^ are caught in a 
jam in G ujarat w ith I i rtle 
hope of hitting the road. 

At the centre of the 
controversy lies the seven¬ 
storeyed ship, M.V, Magno* 
lia Ace. presently beached at 
Pon Alang in Gujarat. The 
dry earner, with O^reign cars 
worth nearly Rs 350 crore on 
board, had caught fire in the 
Indian Ocean in October. 
1994. Around 500 of these 
cars were damaged in the 
blaze 

The salvaging company 
sold off the Hhipio ITC Glcv 
hul Holdings Pnvate 
l.imjted. Singapore, who in 
turn sold it to Arihimt Ship- 
breakers, Rhavnagar. It was 
then t<swcd to India with Ari- 
hunt planning to put up the 
dai iiagotl sh i p lor sale. M can • 
while. I he s esse I remained 
anchored off Pon Alang. 

And now, u dead-end has 
been reached with Arihant 
unable to sell the ship. Ihis 


is because ibc Indian 
customs department has 
refused permisskKi to 
offload the cargo. The depart¬ 
ment ha.s also threatened to 
confiscate the entire consign- 
meni as the import of foreign 
cars IS banned under the 
open general licence 
In an attempt to clear the 
roads for thc5« carv the 
Union fiiunce ministry' has 
imiiaied an inquiry into the 
matter 


Mrettr^ 

■ Yesterday: He wa^ a 
CPU M) member of the Lok 
Sabha from Ausgram in 
West Bengal. 

Today: He is a casual wor¬ 
ker, collecting food coupons 
I n the factory canteen of 
ACC Rahcock in Durgapur. 

Yesterday: He u^«d to go 
to f>urp 3 pur in a car during 
his regular visits to the steel 
city and zipped down to 
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Delhi on his frequent trips to 
the ciqntal. Today: He has to 
walk seven kilometre every 
day from his small house at 
Gopinathpur. 

Thiv is (he riches-to-rags 
story of R hag wan Das. 

■Hk 57.ycaf-old former 
MP—sun of an ordinary 
labourer of Bum and Co. Lid 
— was attracted to Left poll- 
(ic» m the laic 40s. Inspired 
by such trade union leaders 
as Robin Sen and Haradhan 
Roy. Das won the Ausgram 
parliamentary seat in 1V67. 
Like other MPs. Das in his 
heydays roamed the corri¬ 
dors of power and stayed in 
his North Avenue bungalow 
when he was in Delhi to 
all end parliamentary 
sessions. 

His tryst with the high and 
Ihe mighty ended abruptly 
when Indira Gandhi dis¬ 
solved the Lok Sabha in 
1970. Das returned to Durga¬ 
pur with no mean s of I ivel i- 
hood. Between 1970 and 
1978 he took upselling 
books to schoolchildren, (o 
1979. Robi n Sen arranged 
for Das to join the ACC Bab¬ 
cock canteen. • 




THIS INDIA 


DELHh Coming in (he wake of i ~ 
the roaring succesj of Jurassic 
Park, India will soon be subjec- 
ted to ft vehuible invauMi by the 

Thirteen life-size robotic 
dino&aurs belongirtg to Ameri- 
ca's Dinainadon Intenatiocud 
will scon land in the oipiud. (nSw!^ 

They wiU embark on a (our of 
nine cities in die country. The 
computtr-controlled of 
die ptehisKincbefiicilM bees 
created by a team Sf zoologists 

anddectrouceng^MM W |fc' • /fjj3n I 

The soft * wethane^ 
foam-cov^ ttimals. witti E 

foldi of akin ripplirti over thdr L_ , , __I 

Rbctglua ftnwwoft. are c ompre s sor-activated. Pisioni 
set off fbuMsimitt cycles during which (be dinosaurs will 


will be orie o{(ba flhi shows of iu bfld in (be world 


and is expected to bring in the crowd — indian Ejgfress 
{Sureji t Das. Delhi). 

.BHOPAL: Recently, the Madhya Predesb Vtdhan Sabha 
wiioessed noisy scene over a seemingly innocuous item of 
general consumptionthe good old paan. 

li all began during the question hour when Bharatiya 
Janata Pany (BJP) member Ciopal Bhargava objected to 
(he "poaN-filled cheek” of the minister of state for tribal 
weli^ Bisaulai Singh. "Before I ask a question. I would 
request you to advise (he mioister against chewing poart in 
the said Bhargava to the Speaker. 

CP!(M) member Ramlaldian Shartna promptly rose to 
(be d^ence of Sin^ and accused (he 6 JP mem^ of tmoe- 
ceasarily ertdetsing a "tribal* minister. 

The Speaker. Sri niwas Tiwari. however, came down 
heavily on all pourKhewing members, "li is a matter of 
dignity and prestige of ihc House. Ministers and members 
of the House should not bechewiof poon in the House. It 
«alto affects thedariiy of thdrapa^Mse admonished-^ 
TV TirnttaflndhiH. Balanbramanjlan. Bombay). 
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ARIES 


i2l M^rrh-iOApnli 

Y OU can now win aliieif in 
powerful places and 
hccomc r^rm friends with 
ihem.Ncw (deusfor 
rearranging business 
finances are likely lo prove 
accepfable lo people who 
have the fmal say. You could 
almost revolutionise the 
hanking and pay men l 
systems used by the 
company that employs you. 


KUSUMeHANDAftI 


BECINSiNG26MAHCH. 


LEO 


<2 UuU 20Aufuxti 
A lotofheciic wuri( will 

#%he underway without 
placing u great strain upon 
you. Someone you have 
taken a fancy to can make it 
clear (hat he or she fceK the 
same way about you. 
Exciting new romances can 
be struck. Someone you 
krtow a5 a friend can 
vuddeniy be seen in a 
romantic light. 


I LIBRA 


(2! Se/flrmt?rr. 20 

H idden forces are 
working very much in 
your favour. Events are 
likely to work out just as you 
had hoped and with very 
lift k effort on your part. 
Tensions between home life 
and professional ambitions 
should rK>w be eased and you 
will be able lo devoie 
sufficient time lo both sets of 
demands. 


I SAGITTARIUS 


{21 Nmrrfthrr20 /Verm/vr) 

O fTiciaU can be sticklers 
for rules and 

regulations. There may be 
exciting developments in 
you r love 1 i fe. Don' t hold 
back If you have taken a 
fancy to someone You may 
find that others have already 
mapped out ureas that you 
thought you were 
pioneering. Di^iam travel 
may he on the cards. 


TAURUS 


<21 Apnf 

Y ou'II now have a good 
grasp over financial 
matters, putting you into u 
strong position In business 
negotiations. Lucrative 
deals can now be ftvgcd. 
Your powers ofexpression 
arc lih^ly lobe more lucid 
than ever. Communicating 
to large groups of people i s 
starred. You may have more 
responsibilities to take. 

GEMINI 


ill MavTtfJunrf 

B ehaving in unexpected 
ways might throw 
family memters completely 
off balance. You may have 
the best intentions if you are 
considering springing 
surprises at home, but others 
may not take them in the 
nght spirit. Coopemion is 
likely where creative and 
mental endeavours are 
concerned. 



CAPRICORN 


<21 f)e<fmfKf2<iJimmnl 

C onditions at work and in 
business should be 
much to your liking. 
Workloads will be much 
easier lo tackle. C'o*workers. 
superiors and business 
associates should be in u 
helpful mivKl. It is by 
keeping your nose lo ihe 
gnndsione th<ii you con work 
your way into the boss's 
good bocks. 

AQUARIUS 


{21 JafHMir\>20 fehiuttrvi 


Y OU can be the leading 
light in chanUibic and 
other wonhy causes. Don't 
beat about the bush. Others 
will be thankful for brevity 
and directness. Thought 
about people and places 
from the past may haunt 
y our mi nd. Try looking up 
childhood friends and 
comparing notes and 
memories. 


CANCER VIRGO _ 

(21 junf- 20 Juh ) i21 Au!(hu 2V Septemhfr) 

prevailing sense of 1 1 looks as (hough (he recent 

irncrrtainiy can make I fvn of good luck Iw 

this an interesting week. resulted in your taking 

Take advantage of new thi ngs for gran ted. It is j ust 

openi ngs that pop up when you are feeling on the 

suddenly. Don't slick to crest a wave that a fall into 
preconceived notions. Rapid the depths is most likely, 
changes of direciion caused s low down and don't give 

by altered circumsUnces can importance to the wrong 
M ng welcome surpri ses. things. 


SCORPIO PISCES _ 

12 1 October-20 ^vemher} (21 f etrvn n-20 Mon'hJ 

on't disappoint people |t is advisable for you to 

or keep them waiting. Ikeep a low profile. Give 
Don't raise the expectations others more room to do 
of others when you really things (heir own way. You 

have no intention of wil I only stir up resentment 

delivering (he goods. You by dying to boss others 
can easily become the victim around. But you may have to 
of emotional blackmai I. look sharp to keep abreast of 

Family members can be for the standards set by 
from cooperadve. superiors arkd employers. • 
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■ Xht We4t B«ig8] 
Youth Ccn^reu pmi> 
dent and M?» Manuu Baoer* 


HEARD IN AlCC 

W«*v« on# md w«*¥« won. 

A JUBILANT RAO LOYALIST. AFTER THE 
CONGRESS WON THE ORISSA ELECTIONS 


9 


wMs fi^Qg m ckctkin a/ier 
the bc ^-(9 of the Jmtu 
Dll. dttM polU wen vay 
importiDt for the pir^. As 
eipected, ii cut iiMO Dll 
votes and indfrecily beoe- 
find the Conisress. 


But all thsK did Dot happen 
•11 of a sudden. In fan. the 
plan had been hatched by (be 
Coogress and Stmau 
(SP> A long time back. A 
high^kvel meeting between 
the SP leader. George Fee* 


jee. is not realty known for 
her dress sense. 

So. last week, when she 
arrived in New Delhi to 
attend Parliament her saree 
wav askew, her bag was fal¬ 
ling off her shoulder and 
(believe it or not'.’) she was 
wearing a pair of hatvoii 
chapfHih, one of which was 
green and (he other blue. 

Fortunately, diis was noti¬ 
ced at the airport. As Baner- 
jee was to drive straight from 
the airport to Parliament, her 
secretary was despatched 
immediately to buy another 
of chappaU for her. 
Meanwhile, the ones she was 
weanng were wrapped up in 
newspapers and returned to 
Calcutta with the instruc¬ 
tions that the right pairs 
should be sent back to 
Delhi. 


D«vll’s 

woriMhop 

■ In (be recall Orissa 
elcctioQS. the 

Coagressd) has got 80 seats. 
But one figure is puzzling, b 
17 of these seats, the 
Congreasfl) has won lea# 
than I'OOO voces. Guess how? 

Id all these seats, die 
Samata Party led by Rabi 
Ray has succeeded in fng- 
cnenting the Janata Dal 
votes. 

Since tbia was the fine 
time dwl the Samata Party 


KNOWYOURCHIEFMINISIERSI 


Vie latest in an 
occasional series 



13) J3. P«tMlk 


■ ^•ii^MSKIigraataat problem. Pilnaik belongs to 
theKiyaethacienofPatnillsindpromotiscroniee. His is 
the ruHng CM of Oriaaa. but li vtiy small compared to the 
tribal popuiiOon of the lati. 


■ lllMtepMttOKB«oinua|oumaiMindroeeto 

become the editor of OriMS's moat popular deity. 
PrMwNra. Becarne a proiege of Harearuihna Mamab. 
Bl|u Patnaili left the Coogreasb form UtkafCongreas. He 
we soon noticed by IncHra Gandhi and weni on lo become 
the Orissa chief mlrMr. WaslheionoeatAA'^OMof 
Orisaa—moe years and nine menihs—vdthattniatthe 
Centm ai the CabM mloM for tourism and cM aviabon. 


■ WMitotfl MMid wmM Nendmi Satpathy 

and B 9 v PifnoR brought Mm to Mrs GandM a 

nobce and ht usurped bar posWon Mn she Ml the 
Qoftomes. Hues Bdu Pitoak's guts 


■ lew fiftoMW—iwo—»?isacepible 

manipulator. DeapMe bai^ MIdenws tor neariy five 
yearn—and Patnek OidnT even oonfast the Aesembiv 
efectM this ttrne*^ he could stU convince the PM Into 
n>aldno him the chM mlfMr by cMUng that he's toe only 
one M controls SO reetNe MLAs who could go over to 
ArjunStogh'ioamp. 


Couttil put Prttah Nandy HI jm 


foracunOouswTittoQ. 


book la doccaceio'i flecameron.* 


ireioom 01 toe preik 


*My favourite 


Tm for toe 


nandes. and Congreu presi¬ 
dent Narasimha Rao was 
held ai an eastern capital 
before the elections. No ww- 
der. the SP did (MX lack in 
resources for the pol Is. 

Explaining the strategy, an 
SP member said that an alli¬ 
ance with the devil helped in 
defeating a (kvil like Bgu. 


niMMto no mor* 

Little is known about 
Saiya Narayana Rao, 
the Congress member who 
left his party to join Aijun 
Singh. 

S.N. Rao belongs to 
Karimnagar. the district (he 
PM alto comes frcrni. He was 
NarasUnha Rso's tenior and 
he still remembers the time 
when he was the Congrest^ 
general aecreury. And .^uiyw, 
during briefings.’Rcio munrhj 

tarah pftehhf baith kar 
hkhio tha (Rao used to sit 
and take noie^ like a cleric)' 
When PV became Prime 
Minister. S.N. Rao got along 
well with him for n while. 

But things staned going 
wrong a month before the 
Andhra Pradesh polls. S.N, 
Rao pul In a request for an 
^ipointment with the PM 
and waited for a full month 
in the Andhra Pradesh Bha- 
van. but (he meeting never 
materialised. And. soon 
afterwards, be announced 
his decision to join Arjun 
Singh. 

C. Venkauwamy. an old 
colleague, and the PM's 
nephew and Rajya Sabha 
member, V. Rayeshwara 
Rao. wem id persuade him to 
dumge hit decision. But 
Sil. Rao told them, "You set 
up a meeting with the PM 
and ril come back to the 
Coogress.* 

Now it is too Uie. The PM 
doesn't want to see him. And 
a few days back, at a dinner 
hotted by K.S. Rao, another 
dissident MP. S.N. Rao was 
heard saying, "How dare he 
keep me waiting for a 
mofUh..." • 














DIARY 


MoMytaHw 

■ PSuDce mioisier Mao* 
Singh is vevy 
uahippy about Aijus 
Singh's icpeated asaatton 
dial « ptvtioo ot the scam 
tDoney is sdU untraceabk. 
Par ^ngh. this aowuou lo a 
charge kveUed against him. 
Accotdmg to the finance 
minister, (be Action Taken 
Report accounts for the 
money lost in the scam in 
unequivocal tanns. 


a 


HEARD IN PARLIAMENT 


HfywMi» wn wosiM tavn llv«d 
fiwR Mp to nmrtti. 

MANMOHAN SINGH TO AN OPPOSITION MP 


a 




oakaras met the PM sod was 
advised 10 quit—or else (he 
Congress would lose Kerala 
be came bad (o Delhi's 
Kerala House a dejected 
man. Mostehng up tbe last 
vestiges of spirit, be told 
rcponcrs he was sdll ia 
coAtrtd. He (hen isolated 
himself with his coikagnrs 
until ii was time for him lo 
(be flight back to 
TUnivaflaothapuram. 

But an toforeseea pro* 
bkn cropped up here. 
Someone told Karunefca* 
not* $ driver Aai *Lcader* (as 
he*$ popularly known) bad 
been lakcd to step down by 
the nd. Bd that he won't be 


^ving the CM around ever 
again alter ihai day. The' 
drivo* decided to dtovm bis 
sorrow in alcebed and ippea- 
red at Kcsila House dead 
drunk, refusing lo let anyone 
drive the CM bM bimsel f. 

tins was a crlsif. The secu* 
rity was aunmonsd. the staff 
wascaDed to and Anally ibe 
reaidem commissioner (wb<f 
U second only to dm Kerala 
chief lecrettry) mrived lo 
threaten (be driver with lus* 
pension, if be rafoaed le 
hand over (he car keys. But 
the driver wouldn't budge 
The officials then told it 
CM that his driver was 'indis* 
posed’. When the siwadon 


He met Aijun Singh two 
days before (he latler 
resigned »d explained to 
him every point itoii (he 
scam. Although the finance 
minister was busy in prepa¬ 
ring the budget, be 
time for a colleague who he 
fell had an unjust grievance 
against his ministry. 

That was just two days 
before Ajjtui Siagb sent Ms 
unpassMx^ resigoauon kt- 
ter CO tbe FM. Manmohan 
Singh says that ^un Singh 
ckariy Adn’i believe a 
of what he told about the 
"lost" money, smee the scam 
.was one of die six pMn(s in 
Aijun Singh’s resigoariou 
letter. 


Car 


You can’t help feeling 
sorry fteK. Kanmaka* 
ran. Whatavar his faults, be 
didn’t deagM this. 

On U httrdi. when Kou- 


C H E C K - L I s r 


Party spokesmen: haw they rate 

• 

■ k CM m. dm was a chinos of 

ipokwmafl In dw Conoraastl). V.N. Gidol, who was the 
chief spoltasman, was repla^ by Madin Bhctn.Gadoil 
was Slid to be busy wm Ueharashtra poki. wlwfl Bhalia 
was made to ittnd in. and reportt re ran a ring amund the 
hepkss Bhath. Gailpg his since revtriid to Me poet. And 
wKh the death of ChendiAi Chandrafcar, the poet of deputy 
apokasman is iti >«cant 


■ aiMtlya JgsMlg Parly; K.I. Shanna kin 
affabk man bin a lacldustre spokeman. TMs k mal(^ 
beause, api/l from poities. he Is cluateas about hk 
patty's pob^ position on GATT. VfTO and rants of the 
world. Needs acosh cotra in aeneral knowledge. The 
deputy spokeeparson. Sushmi Sweraj. h» just recovered 
from illness. In case, she's bettv off not bokig pari of 
thaiaemledhyStumTVL 


■ IcMlaO^Huasmany^okespersobsasihere 
we lactlons. Anyone whowkifftepariyoffloe becomes its 
spoliesiTan. And lo the Janasa Dal they love taUig. 


OflkMy. H.$. Surjeet acts as the 
MSkvamyechuryand 


spokemniorihe HtSiiiramyeehury and 
Prikash Karat briefthepm from am# to bme. in the CPI. 
Indriiit Gupta k the voice of tfnoopraeaadotbieee. Ha'i 
akoin exesNent lender of pueidoni. 


was «^^ned to Mm. he 
tent his PS to ion die ^ver 
that die chief muiister him¬ 
self was asking for (he car 
keys. Only then did the Midi- 
fill hand over the keys and 
(be CM was finally driven to 
tbe airport. 


Horn* truths 

There is one thing you 
have ID accept about 
Vyjayanthimala Bah: she is 
aitMl to (he tip of her lovely 
nose. 

The central public works 
department <CPWD) has 
been putting pressure on 
those who are no longer MPs 
to vacate their houses. 
Moreover, some MPt who 
are no longer mirusters are 
still occupying dieir ministe¬ 
rial bungalows, Now. they 
have been told that they must 
give up their houses or pay 


1 


Ai^arently, some of them 
who did not move out were 
paying a small sum for the 
sprawling bungalows meant 
for MPs and ministers, Bat 
DOW they've even stopp^ 
paying that following Bidi’s 
open defiance of the urban 
development ministry. 

Bali's contention is that 
she alone is not occupying 
an MP's bouse (she's no 
longer an MP). What about 
Vaaani Sathe, who isn't an 
MP or K.C. Pant? Both these 
gentlemen were without jobs 
until they were i^pMnied 
cMcf of the Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR) and the Finance 
Cwnmisssion respectively. 
Whal's more, for the latter, 
(he term of dtf Hnance Com* 
mission has come to an end. 

Ball says she will ooi pay 
die rent arreara she owe* co 
Qie urban development 
ministry until the othm — 
like Sathe and Pant — trt 
made to pay as well. 
"They're not poor men." shr 
remarked, lit miiUsuy is 
keeping quiet about the 
maoer.« 
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Forgct-mc-nols 


This h;inOrul ill r>p(Kiil fihrc.N will lidp any (da(xxiship l>l<iNsiKn, whtilivr 
it's jcixiss I hi* rnuil xir acn>s\ Iimk' Mines. Iv ii a Ixisiness pan nor nr «i p;ii1rHf f<M Ulc. 

AT&T’s wiik* raiiy^r of mfinc^nx> c<Hineii iIk* naiuxi wirh .1 worUF 

class u*k*cnninuinu.ulinns iMNvnrk. One ikii will enahk* a nun in Irxlla U> call up and 
sin^ hapfiy hinhday cn hLvfurxxv in 1 be USA with peifei'i dahr)*. Or allnw .1 Wisint*ss 
mana^tT tn kivp in fnikh wilh his sales kifiv whi*frix*r iHisim ss takes lliein. 

It’s all pan nf A’f&Ts oimniitnK*ni in hi*lp iniprovt* idecnmnumk Jiinns 
ihmuxiMKil India arkl unxjnd the wnrkJ. After all. wilh nver KXi yi'ars i’\|K*rk*ru c 
and ihi* unparalleled ;k'hievcrneni cif AT&T Bell Lahuraktoes, we aa* ihe nnly 
enmpuny ihai designs, builds aixl <.perjies cnutplcie. stale-nf-ihe-an aMniiiuni* 
catkins nerworks worldwide. 

Our Ixjsirkrss is annplex. hut our vision Is simple. Ui* want to help hrin^; 
people Ki^ihcr. aeirrss India and around the wsirid. Anytime, anywbca*. 
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Previewing The Decade’s Most Controversial Film 
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depends largely on how keen 
or rekucuni dissidents and 
fence-sitters within the party 
are to face ihe electr^te 
right now. 

Your maga?ii>e seems to 
represent those who would 
like to see the Congress irt 
power as long as possible. It 
is, nevertheless, wishful to 
ih i nk the Coogress will bene* 
l1t from the drubbing il 
received in the recent rDurvI 
of polls. 

T7)e Party is over. And it's 
good that it is. 

■ Theimumhent,} 
syndrome made a number of 
i mportant observal ions, the 
most important being that in 
recent times. "Oppositions 
don't winekciions. Govern¬ 
ments lose thein”. The other 
interesting point made is that 
in the neat general elections, 
Rao's "best hope is to 
believe that voters do not 
distinguish between govern* 
menis at the Mate and at the 
Centre". 

If the results ofihcjusi' 
concluded Assembly elec* 
lions are anything to gi> by. 
then (hat certainly appears 
to be the case. The Mates 
which have non-Congress 
govern menis at (heirhclm 
are likely to go in for the 
Congfcssd). because by that 
time, grievances against the 
respective governments in 



WHAT 

NOW? 


■V 


Time to call It a 
day_ 

A cal has nine lives. Prime 
Minister Narasimha 
Rao. il would seem, has had 
mon (Whtii noH? 19 — 25 
March). But (here is a limit 
to everything, including how 
lucky you can get and for 
how long. The Congress lost 
Calcutta long ago, and 
Madras and Delhi not too 
recently. And now, with 
Bombay and Gandhinagar 
falling to the combined 
might of the Sena and the 
BJP and Patna almost certain 
to reject it, the Congress 
under Rao must call itself 
lucky if it lasts out its Ivnn at 
the Centre. 

While it might take more 
than an Arjun Singh or an 
N.D. Ti wan to dislodge him, 
Rao’s continuance in office 


power wi II Man pil ing up. It 
b indeed a shrewd observe* 
[kin that the general electora¬ 
te does not. usually, 
distinguish between which 
government it is voting for. 
As a result, disappoi ntmeni 
with the state governments 
might wdl affect the voting 
patiem for the election of the 
Central government. 

It is Kad. however, that 
Indian perf i tics has now tou¬ 
ched such an abysmal low 
that in the abser^ of any 
real agenda with whidi to 
draw the p^le. would-be 
Prime Mi n isiers have lo 
depend upon such convo¬ 
luted calculations to stay in 
power, 

A/eftaoa Aombay 

((h$oh4mohtr») 


I Tlie mining 
chapter 


T here are some major omis¬ 
sions and errors in your 
write-up entitled /n iheir 
good hooks (12-18 March). 

Whai mists Madhvi 
Parekh. Haku Shah. Sham- 
shaad and Vivan Sundaram 
have in common Is that they 
all went lo Cakutta on 
hchalfofSAHMAT. theSaf 
dar Haduni Memorial Trust, 
which conceived and gani • 
sed the opening events for 
the Oxfo^ Bookshop- 
Gallery Besides the 
childrm's workshop. Nve 
ope n ed the gallery with 
aiTisIs' drawings for 
children's books which 
SAHMAT has published 
over Ihe last six years. A lec¬ 
ture un Gandhi ai>d the Natio¬ 
nal Movemedi by historian 
Irfan Habib was also organi¬ 
sed. In fact. Ihe artists were 
ihens lo releaj^ (heir new 
books and posters pubi ished 
by SAHMAT. sponsored by 
Oxford for the event. 

The intetpreiation of our 
slogan on die hundreds of 
umbrellas given to the 
children as canvases was 
^so incorrect. The actual 


lines go: 'Aaj koi narana 
hoga. sirf desh bochana 
hoga \ which tnmslaies as 
"Today there will be no slo¬ 
gans. we just have to save the 
nation". This very popular 
slogan appeared in the lakhs 
of posters wc printed in the 
irrunediate aftenruth of the 
Babri Masjid demolition. 

We found il a little strangd 
that S A HM AT was not men¬ 
tioned at all in ihe report, as 
this event was part of a year¬ 
long scries on Candhi. 
which we are organising all 
over India, on the occasion 
of his 125 biiih anniversary. 

Aamffabman, SAMMT, Naiv 
OatfU 


AsharMl 

Mantlty 



T he extract called Sptit 
nationaHty (26 Februa¬ 
ry-^ March), selected from 
Rasheeduddm Khan's 
book Bewiidered india was 

informative. 

It helped us in understan¬ 
ding the humanistic dimen¬ 
sion of religious communi¬ 
ties in India. Prof. Khan has 
made an excellent presenta¬ 
tion of the experience of 
India with Islam, which, in 
iu turn, also compromised 
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with n docthiully opposed 
belief system, namely Hin* 
duism. Mutual co-existence 
between them resulted in the 
tenet of brotherhood 
preached by Sufism and the 
Bhakti movemeni. The 
author has stressed upon pro¬ 
moting the universal and 
humane aspects of Hinduism 
j (and Islam. 

Prof Khan has rightly 
pointed out the threat of com- 
munalism which is poised to 
tear the social fabric lodi' 
a*s unique plural perMi- 
noJity. However, it seemed 
to us that the title went again- 
u the main theme of the 
write-up. The theme echoes 
social harmony and federal 
nation-building; the title 
does not. 

OtAntit Man and ffumar 
Suraao. Maw o»mi 



DrMmson 

whMis 


lAlith foreign cars floo* 
Vw ding (he Indian mar¬ 
kets, it will be good to see 

theae s^histicaied vehicles 
running on Indian rowls. 

,, However, even today cars 
remain the middle class' 
dream and a Tcahly only tor 
the upper class (TV rtvoiu' 
tiOH on wheels 12 —1$ 
March). 

India at one time bad only 



three car-manufactunng 
c^panies and having a car 
was considered a status sym¬ 
bol. In the early Bighttcs. 
when the 
Marutt 

Udyog Limned came into 
bei ng and the concept of a 
lunu{a car was fi>rm^, i I see¬ 
med that every Indian home 
would finally have a car. Bui 
that was a dream that was 
never realised and a car 
renuined a rare luxury for 
the middle cl ass. 

It is (he normal practice of 
every new auiomc^lc 
industry to keep the cost of 
(he vehicle low at the time of 
booking, so that the con¬ 
sumer is eusi I y attracted and 
the company succeeds in col- 
1 cct i ng a huge sam of money 
in the form of the hooking 
amount By the time the con¬ 
sumer's priority number, 
which be is given on 
bodung the car. matures, the 
actual cost (he car is raised 
severaJfdd. 

Development in any field 
is necessary for a country but 
the present government 
seems ro be CMcemed with 
the develo^nent of (he 
abluent closes only. A num¬ 
ber of Indian companies, io 
collabmtion with foreign 
ones, will bring out cars 
costing about Rs 4 lakh on an 
average, which means that 
only those who belong to the 
top bracket of society will be 
able to afford them. Doesn't 
a middle-claas mao deserve 


to have a car? Is it below the 
dignity of the Indian car- 
maiMficiurers to design a 
practical and cheap car for 
h i m? Docs ixir popular fi nan¬ 
ce minister have an answer? 
yi ^neeen Seem. Mew OoUtf 


A mspectiUito 
profeulon 


■ read with interest Mam 
Shankar Aiyar's column 
(/tunJtMn Rarnhiings , S 1 
March). 

He has hit (he nail on (he 
head by exposing T.N. 
Se.shan* s <^)ponunist ic aruJ 
tactics.^ rem^s agai n si puli - 
tician«from the cloi ste r^ 
comfnn of hi s constitutional 
i’fTice. I have always felt, as 
Mr A iy ar docs, that '* let 
those who enjoy a sadistic 
pleasure in beliuling politici- 

T.N. BnuiMn: nmwhalr cfWc 



ans be men enough to meet 
the challenge of the 
hustings.” 

The article carried special 
meani ng for me because I 
have taken premature retire¬ 
ment from the army with the 
aim ofjoi Ring politics, for 
my conviction is that in a 
democracy, politics is the 
most respectable profession. 

I also had the oppurtunity of 
meeting Mr Aiyar once and 
he loo reinforced my convic¬ 
tion (hat politics is indeed a 
very respectable profession. 

Rsth frtd). New 

Othi 

Don’t blame the 
middle class 

V irSunghvi bus rightly 
pointed tHJt in his 
column that the middle class 
has very little social exm- 
setousness (Breaking the 
sfM'utUvi. f rtJ<7,26FchTuary 
—4 March). 

However, this jsnoi some¬ 
thing that iv unique to India. 
Sociologists frequently 
discuss the 'Gay 
Nineties* period, meaning 
the J89(K. when the English 
middle class went on a spree 
of unbridled enjoy men i. 
after the industrial revolu¬ 
tion. The insensitivity to 
social concerns displayed 
then no longer exists in 
British society today. 

There arc stages of deve¬ 
lopment in a society, and 
when pe^le have been 
deprived of‘'luxuries" fora 
long time, they will go for 
ihgm, even exhibiting a 
degre ofselfish attitude, 
when these goodies are final¬ 
ly available. Social con- 
sciousDess develops only 
when there is economic 
contentment. 

Sociologists should try 
and understand (his and edu¬ 
cate the people accordingly. 

[ am sure ihu if the middle 
claas is given proper guidan¬ 
ce. It will respond to (he 
needs of (he society. 

V. Merehenb Bombey 
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cinema over 
education? 


t tiis already become very 
c leaf that Jay ala) i(ha and 
her govemmeni are doing 
everything with the sole 
puipoKe of fimhering her 
own party's inierc.vts and 
definitely not the public's 
(Complex problem. 26 
February —4 March). 

The attempt to acquire Anna 
UmversUy's land tor the i. 
Jayalalitha Film City is a 
case in point. Isn't it strange 
(hat a government whose 
main duty is to give 



education to its people is 
trying its best to promote the 
euusc of cinema at the cost of 
a worthy educational 
institute? 

Cinema is an industry which 
must be given every kind of 
encouragemeni because it 
generates em(doymeni and 
income for the goverrtment 
through (axes. Above all, it 
is the biggest entertainment 
media in India. However, 
that does not mean that dK 
government can negle^ (he 
interests of educational 
i nsti lutes w hich are the 
pillars of civilised society. 

S. H$m, NUgtrt$ fr«n0Narfu| 


Bordarllna 

cases 




R ajjv Shukla's article, 

The unwanted gueits 
(12— IS February), which I 
have read with gr^ care, 
does not present any 
evidence to support the 
siaiemeni that over 3 laJch 
Bangladeshi nationals are 
living in Delhi and the 
surrounding areas, apaii 
from referring to some 
unpublished report of the 
ministry of home affairs. 

I. however, endorse his view 
that the border with 


Bangladesh should be 
effectively scaled. I also 
suggest that all persons 
residing in the border 
diwkts should be issued 
identity cards; this would 
help in identifying any 
infiltrator at once. 

While }«arching for foreign 
nationals who are already 
residing illegally in the 
country, we have to guard 
against harassment (o 
citizens bearing particular 
names or speaking a 
particular language. We 
must also ensure that the 
police do not misu^ their 
power in this regard due to 
personal bias. Delhi attracts 
pexfjAc from all parts of the 
country who come to the city 
in sear^ of a livelihood— 
therefore, anybody who has 
migrated from some other 
place to the capital should 
not. prima facie, be taken to 
he a foreign national. 

Once the national status of a 
suspect is determined by an 
approfviaie authority and be 
is found to be a foreigner, he 
cusi be treated acccudingly; 
he can either r^ide in this 
country subject to 
restrkiions or be deported 
back to his own, in 
accordance with 
international nonns. 
gyad $hth9Mdln. Maw Ootf»; 


Feisty lady 


T aslima Nasreen is haled 
by fundamentalists in 
Bangladesh for her bold 
chlici.sm of mullahs and 
lheirilk(£asr Werrl9 — 
25 March). 

Her depiction of how these 
bigots reacted afler the Babri 
Masjkl<knH)lition. how they 
ilMrcaicdthe Hindu 
minority there and how (hey 
keep their womenfolk under 
Nubjuguiion by using The 
Shiiriat as a weup<m, angered 
the fundamentalists so much 
that ihcy persecuted her. 
going .so far as to demand a 
faiwaon her life! 

The courageous Nasreen. 
however, did not hack out 
from her chosen hall Ic lie Id. 
The result wus ihai she 
ultimately had to flee 
Bangladesh and seek refuge 



ToaNma MnMOw: crying 
for km balavad eountry 


in Sweden. This 
wriieT'in-exile is like a ray of 
hope to many of her 
^pressed sisters tn 
Bangladesh, as well as an 
imponant friend for liberals 
fighl i rig every where for the 
ideas of justice and equality. 
The interview with her was 
very moving—apparent as 
it made her love for her 
country. I wish this feisty 
lady success in her 
endeavours. 

BttupanBomfCeteutt»(Wm 

aangmi 













SIGHT AND SOUND 


VOt/R FOSIfJW (S SflFf jfAd, 
TUM’S fl veTO^CTOHW ftfiflAVf? 
COfWUPTICN AWP /MCOMPerSNCl DF 

LdCAL GOvERWItHTg 



AH UMMrrM« 



■ 17111 tun U pad to boU 
dectioQi, butbe hsfi male 
ilWijcib to pos^one ttiem. 

Laloo Prasad Yadav, 
careuiur CM cfBihar, on 
rjV. Stshan 's r^p^cud 
postponemgiu of the ^har 
pods 

S My pofpoM b ofMcm. 
1 u ver dreiuned to be/«9U9. 

T.N. SesMAH.cM<r 

commUiioner. 

f^^cihitoConimud) 

HP MaH S/wikofA tw'9 




suggeaion that he i/uttU 
now for the prime 

minatershp of the country 

■ Good gov«m«nceumy 
uUlmsce iim and I bava 
impresaed Uonmy 
colleagucc. 

A.K.ArmwY. 

newty’CppoiHted 
chief minitUr qfKerah 

■ iuvartiiackany 
leader, be it Mr Rjo or 
anyone ebe. 

K.D. Tiwaih, eenior 
Con$reT9(l)kader 

S There is a va&t 
dlftoettce between the 
two. The Indiaas tie the 
oppreuon. bul ouryoudtt 
vhoKt^kenutfiihtiDg 
foraowee—our 
ind ep e a dence. 

Abdul GhaniLons. 

MurfydiCo/^rtnce 
leader, on the dighretKe 
between the omy’t 


o^rafum in Kashmir and 
the mtlitantj' strtiggle 

■ I led TADA is a cancer 
on society and it gradually 
eats away at beak human 
values. 

Sunil Dutt. CongressiH 
MP and father of film star 
SonjayDatt 

■ We canrw escape being 
engaged io hisiDcy when 
we debate problems 
today, even when the 
coonectkns are somewhat 
aRi5claUy constracted by 
ot h es v e^tecidly in seUing 
a sectarian view of todia* s 
past 

Amaittya Sen. renowned 
economist 


■ I uodeKund this 
country's aAmnce lo 
noo-abgoiiKnL but do not 
tellusioincticeiL 

Henry KiSB0N3n./<vmer 
VS secretary cf state 


M Controversies are a 
professional hazard. If you 
refuse to expose, you’re 
called prvdidiiifyou 
expoite, you're branded for 
life. 

AybshaJkulka.^ star 

M I intend to become a 
downright hypocrite. I'll 
be btoody boringly 
diplomatic. Only 
hypocrites are liked out 
h^ 

>MAj^A KlJliCARNI.^/m 
ac.rese 























VIRSANGHVI 


ITC AND CORPORATE 


The real issue is the 
future direction of the 
liberalisation 
programme 


So much been 
wriuen atKHii ihe 
bailie for cxmirul 
of ITC (s4imc of 11 
in the pa^s of 
SitMiAT) ihut 1 fear 
lhai we are losing 
sight of the ma)or 
issues thul arc 

involved. Ii may 
be fun to read about siormy eKiraordina* 


knew that he wa« joining a company 
with a significant foreign shardtolding. 
.This is as in>e of K.L Chugh $s ii is of 
those direciurs who now oppose him. 
Over the years. BAT's stake in ITC has 
actually gone down rather than up 

To say mnv that the Indian employees 
of ITC deserve our suppon because of 
(he colour of their skin is foolish. ITC is 
mM on Indian company that is under 
attack from some li>mgn predator. Ii is a 
company whose largest corp^>niie share* 
holder has al w ays been a foreign c^mglo* 
morale We may or may n<M agree wi\h 
that conglomerate's d^'isi^ms. but we 
canma say that (hey arc wnmg simply 
haauve ibe men taking the decisions arc 
Brits while ihiKsc who are alTccted arc 
Indijns. 

The ivsue N simply one ol share¬ 
holders’ rights BAT owns .i2 per cent 


BAT owns 32 per cent of ITC. 


If it can persuade another 19 


per cent of the shareholders. 


then it has every right to sack 



the chairman. That is what 


corporate democracy is 


about and it does not matter 



whether the chairman is Indian, Peruvian or 


defence of K.L. Chugh is misplaced 


T he real issue therefore is: what 
should the government do? 

In almost every major corpnraie hat* 
tie. Jl is the government's financial insti¬ 
tutions that have decided who the win¬ 
ner is. When Swraj Paul tried to take 
over Escofts and DCM. he accumulated 
shutholdiAgs that exceeded those 
conirolled by the management. Paul 
reckoned that even if (he government- 
conirolled financiel institutions remai¬ 
ned neutral, he would win any proxy 



























DEMOCRACY 







fTCeWnfitftK.l. Pisfl attfet 


htiitle, 

Ai first, the GovemDvnt of India 
appeared to suppcvi (his view. Bui later. 
il did a lumaround. And Paul was made 
m seH his shares hack lo che (^ginal pro* 
moicr>—ala loss. 

In the Shaw Wallace case, the situa¬ 
tion was the exact opposite of ITC. The 
Chhabriaji. who are Indians, bought 
control of Shaw Wallace frtm Sime 
Darby, a foreign company. Despite 
attempts by the incumbent chairman. 
PanJu Acharya, to prevent them from 
taking coitrol, they eventually won ihe 
day—with government backing. 

Most recently, Russi Mody resisted 
attempts by the Tatas to oust him from 
TISCO on the grounds that Bombay 


House courolled a bare 5 per cent qf the 
shareholding ^nd had do businevs to 
impose its will on the company. 

But (he government said that (he finan¬ 
cial instiUAjons would back the original 
promotm (just as they had in the 
Escons-DCM case) and even though the 
governmental sharehrdding was far lar¬ 
ger than the Tau .stake. North Block 
would du whai Bombay House wantctl. 

The principles therefore are well esta¬ 
blished. One: (he institutions hack the 
largest corporate shareboldcT against 
individual managers. And two: if there 
are two large shareholders, the iiMllu* 
lions back the original promoters. 

This is why Russi Mody utd Pandu 
Adiarya lost out. And it is why Swmj 


Paul loM NO much money on his borts- 
DCM shares, ' . 

M y feeling ts ihai the ome has come 
to (car up ihiisc r^inciplcN nnd lo i 
evolve new ones U W n<K eiwHiph to say I 
that the govcmmeni will May oat c'f cor- \ 
poraie bnillcs. This would mean that ihc ' 
inMilutions remain neuir.d und. etTcc* 
lively, hand victory to RAT im a platter. 

Why should Ihc insiitulions stay 
neutiaP They arc shareholders wiih as 
many rights ami n.'spiinsibiluics as BAT 
or anyb^y else. In most cases, it is yinir | 
and niy money that they hove invested i 
into these companies, why on earth 
should they cede all rcsponsihiliiy and 
allow other sharchokkrs m call die 
shots? 

The argument for iloing so is usually 
framed in terms of llhcialisalion. The 
logic of dcrcgululion <hciittcs that the 
government should have less say in the 
way sotnpanics arc run. This is absolute¬ 
ly right hut it is also ctiiifusing, 

Th<»sc who argue that the iiiMliutions 
should remain neuiral confuse two enti¬ 
rely diftcrcni rotes of the govemment — 
a.s regulator and us shareholder There h 
certainly a case for less regulation. But 
(here Is no lasc Ibr surrendering share¬ 
holders' rights. 

Admittedly, the distinction is not 
clear*cui as one would like. Given tlui 
iTKKt Indian companies have large insti* 
tulionul shareholdings, the consequence 
of aclivisi insti tut iomil shareholders 
would he that the fiitaiKje ministry 
regains the powers j( has ceded under 
liberalisation. 

Bui the only tvason why this is so is 
because (he liberalisation prrK'Css itself 
iiKomplcte The logical conlinuiition 
is for the guvemmem to give up contrcH 
over (he insiilulions und not fur the insti* 
lotions U) give up c«mtrol over their 
shares. 

No half measures — .such as claiming 
that the in.siiiutii>ns have autonumy — 
will convince anyhtijy. After al], institu¬ 
tional NraJs tWpend on ihc finance 
ministjy for their jobs. 

In (he short run. autonomy is heiier 
ihmi noth i ng. b ui m Uk' U mg nin. there i s 
no allcmal i vc to pris aUsing the 11 na nc iai 
instilulions so that dicy c<m legitimately 
assert ihcir rights as shareholders. 

That is what the ITC saga teaches us. 
The largest shareholder should triumph 
in corporate deituicrac). Rut BAT is nut 
the largest shareholder. The institutions 
are. And they shtwid decide what to do. • 












GUESS WHO 







Much to India's chagrin, 
Huniyat leaders are 
given a rousing 
reception by 
the Pakistani high 


cotnmission 


cur Kurrcl led up ihc dri ve of 
ihc Pukisiaui commis¬ 
sion whh a Houhsh. The 
hosiN snapped inio Mien* 
!i< > 11 , fUshhulhs popped and 
the members uf an august gathering cra¬ 
ned ihcit necks tor a view. The star 
gucsta at the Pakistan National Duy ccie- 
braiions had arrived, W minutes behind 
schedule hut well in time lo bask in dte 
glory of their VIP status. 

Making a sharp pcditical sutement. a 
gniup of leaders from the Kashmir Val¬ 
ley walked into the reception in a bla/e 
of spotlight, with strains of Nusrai Faieh 
Ah's dam. AH. Air wafting in the 

air. Pakisiuni high commissioner Ria/ 
Khokhar hurriedly crossed the lawns lo 
greet them. Clearly, these were the 
guests he h;Kl been wailing for all 
evening. 

The All Parly Humyai ('onference 
(APHC) — ably represented by Syed 
Alt Shah Gcclani of the Jamaai- 
e-lslami. Abdul Ghani Lxme of the 
People's Conference. Shabir Ahmad 
Shah of the People's League and chair¬ 
man Mirwaiz Omar Faroex^ — had been 
given the rare honour of dri ving up to the 
lawns. The only other dignitary who had 
the privilege was the Indian govern¬ 
ment's reprc^nlative, mitusier of iilace 
for estemaJ affairr^ R.L. Bhaiia. All 
othen, including the American ambas¬ 
sador. parked outside the gatea and wal¬ 
ked inside. 

It wa^ a diplomatic coup for Pakistan. 
And an emb^ashmeni ituu India mighi 
find hard to live down. 

Coincidentally or otherwise, chief 
election commissioner T.N. Seshan 
chose the same day to concretise what 
the government had been saying for 
week.s. At a press conference in Calcot- 
u. Seshan declared his intentions of 


holding eleciions in Kashmir before IB 
July, the day Pre^id^rs Rule ends in 
the stale. 

For the Centre. Seshan's announcc- 
mem couldn't have come ai a worse 
lime. All the Hurhyai leaders, including 
Shabir Shah who always mainiiiincd 
a distance, were visiting Ihc capilal for 
(he first time ^ince militancy bnike out 
in the Valley. They lobbied wilh diplo¬ 
mats and OppcKiiion leaders. 
Obviously, ihc Pakisiani high conmiis- 
Sion's lawns were ihm the only place 
(hey had (he opportunity to air their 
views. 

Their reaction wtts instunlancous. 
’‘Elections are no substitute for self- 
determination. More than dO.Ukl Kash¬ 


miris have sacnficed their lives towards 
that goul,*' said Omur faruoq. a 
21-year-old Hurriyal leader. Sure, the 
govemmeni was powerful enough loput 
up some kind of a show. "But will ihai 
solve anything? Whai you need is a 
change of heart. People will continue to 
fight even ifelcciions arc held." he said. 

Reiierating ihcir decision to boycott 
any kind of elections in ihc sute, Shabir 
Sh^i said. "If the answer to the Kashmir 
pruMem is elections, it would have been 
Milved long ago. This is our flghl for 
indcpendcck.'c and we will seitle for 
nothing less." 

The dogged sluice of the Hurriyat. 
representing the separatist political 
Ic^rship of the struggle for 'ourru// '. 


(Fran tftt) Batlaal. KMliar, loM. Mrrwale aatf Shah it the FiriiiitM Oty eilibrttiH In Mi 
















MING TO DINNER? 


offers laUe room for mMoeuvre, "The counicr ihe houHiiy ud deop-ruoied 
security forces may organise crack* re?«nimefll? More imponani. is the 
downs and force people lo vote. Bui the govemmeni in any .Mate of preparedness 


people of Jammu and Kashmir are »oi lo hold decnons even if lo improve its 
willing 10 panicipaie in any election pro* own standing in ihc general clcciii^is 
MKC.said Geelani. obviating the possi- neat year? 

* hliiticK (>f un improved situation in the The answer h> both qucaions seems 
next few months. to be a firm no. 

As al ways. Narasimha Rao is despers* 
* UUhcrc docs this ctand'Off ieave the idy iniuht^hoiKing lo ward off iniema* 
TVgovemmeni? Wiih Ihc announce* tkaul criticism and more eleciomJ 
mem of ele^iions. the N ansi mho kao defeats. On the ground level, liitle or no 
regime, which has faced v> much Ook on wwk has been done towards dtf elec* 
its human rights record in the Valley, is lions St> far. ihe only move towards 
clearly under inienutiitMiai pressure. polls in ihe irouMed state is the forma* 
But can the mere mtHiotis of bolding uon of a Cabinet comminee on Kashmir 
an exercise work when the govenimrni affairs which was sei up only last 
is unwilling to take any measures lo fortnighi. 

The seven*membef 

nihh COfWiOM^lB^Wni r^iWtsmilfA* 








The seven*rnembef 
committee, headed by 
home mimsier S.B. Cha* 
van. includes minister of 
stale for internal security 
Raieth Pilot, mimster ctf 
state for commerce P. 
Chidambaram, minister 
of ftiaie for external 
affairs R.L. Bhatia and 
minister of slate for law 
H.R. Bharadwaj. 

However, ihe fomia- 
tUm of a commiDce b 
'work out a (une*bound 
coocicte action plan* can 
hardly be expected lo 
devise a magic formula lo 
son out the tangle. 

And. nothing is more 
indicative of the 
Coogress* complete lack 
of preparedness than the 
fact that (he Pradesh 
Congress Cenunittee 
(PCC) has not even been 
consulted. In fact, PCC 
cnembos rushed to Delhi 
on beariog Seshan'scalC' 
gorkal announcement to 
pressurise the Prime 
Minister into ai least visi> 
ting the Valley. 

According (o PCC 
chief Ghulam Rasool 
Kar. "Elections are good 
but nobody has really 
asked us for our ^nion. 
Ii's all in (be hands of the 
govemmeni. The natio* 





TJHaMW 

imands holdino ilactlm \n 
Kashmir bafom 18 July, th« day 
Pr«^dpnt*$nuiggr>di 



Wih partitipate In thd alectlOAs tf 
autMomy Ig granted to ttwstata 



'Paopta will continue to light even 
ifelactioniare held' 
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FOCiiS 



nal ponies should step 
up their activity in the region in make 
elections possible in the stdie.’ 

Whai he didn't soy w;n« that the 
' Congress shrnild ^lep up iis oiHivity in 
the strife'lofn Valley, P.V, Narasimha 
Rao has not visited Kashmir even once 
: since he came to power lour years back. 

I Moreover, there hasn’t been any politi* 
' cal interaction between the party and the 
people of the state afWr Rajesh Pilot was 
divested of hi.s Kashmir portfolio. The 
Centre's only representatives in the Vah 
ley are the army. purumiJitafy forces and 
the Gi>vemi>r, General K.V, Krishna 
Rao. 

"Interaction between political parties 
and the people arc a must if you want to 
even begin solving the Kashmir pro* 
blem. Whal you need are political advi* 
sera, not bureaucrats. Nonmimha Rao 
should have gone in for a political man 
as Ouvemor who cxiuld conthbute more 
to the xystetn." said a party insider. 

B ut the govettimenrs troubles are 
unhkel y to end w iOi a printe ministe* 
rial visit, v^t it also has to consider is 
that there might not be ony political con- 
tender.^ — other than the Congrees — 
for the 76 seats in the state AKsembI y, 
Former chief minister Farooq Al^l- 
Uh has said that he will participate in the 
elections on condition that autonomy is 
. granted to the state. And with the Hurri* 
yat already out of the picture, the future 
could be very bleak for the Congress. 
Failing to hold elections aRcr all the 


fanfare would show up the Cenlrt is a 
vacillating, indecisive goveitunetil only 
induJgittg in idle talk. And holding dec* 
tinm with only a beleaguered Congress 
and a few inconsequential parties would 
lead to a serious cn^bility crisis. 

Both options would be counter* 
productive at irKemalk»al fora and tt 
home. "We got away with it in Punjab 
where (he Akal is bey coded the elections 
and there were ailerons of forcible 
voting. But Kashmir U not Punjab. 
There, we got at least 20 per cent pol¬ 
ling. here, wc might not tven get that 
much.' said a senior pany leader, admit* 
ling that the Congress could not afford 
10 take such risks at this jurKUire. 

The other Opposition parties, inclu¬ 
ding the iaruta Dal and the Lelt, have 
only a token presence in the stale. And 
they are not in favour of electioits now. 
‘'Ihctt should be a cemvnoo plank bet¬ 
ween ihe Congress, the NaiionaJ Conte* 
rertce. the Left and the Janata Da).' said 
a PCC member. 

That, however, is a remote possibi* 
hty. Some hard decisions need to be tak¬ 
en but Ihe giwemmcni is tlearly not pre* 
pared to do that. 

Vhere is little respite in sight for either 
I the government or the people of 
Kashmir. Maiiefs are only getting worse 
for the Centre, white the woes of (be 
people are sure to conunuc. The endless 
tussle is inierspcrsed with bouts of hec¬ 
tic activity at some intemationaJ forum 
or the uther and with renewed mili- 


um/armed fortes activity in the Valley. 

In the most recent instance, ilie (titer* 
national Commission of Jurists (ICi) in 
Geneva has asked fora plebiscite in dif¬ 
ferent geographical regions of the slate. 
It was a Mow to the govemmcni and one 
more victoiy for the prupnnents of 
"aiaudi’'. 

The ICJ report gives our stance more 
strength. The only thing is that Ihe ICJ 
has asked for a phase-wise plebiscite in 
(he Slate. We are for a plehisciic in the 


CRY 

FREEDOM 

Shabir Shah is all for 
self-determination 


S habir Shah, AmnesTy lotemado- 
tud's only prisoner oS conscien¬ 
ce in the Kidvnir Valley, radiates 
confidence. But can he deliver peace 
to the troubled Valley? 

He certainly diio^ so. He was in 
prison for 20 years and was released 
only four months ago. And be ihioks 
it's time enough for him to have 
made a dent. T bad said when 1 was 
released that I'll go widi a needle and 
thread JMning people together. 
is exactly wbat I bve tried to do. I 
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The endless 
tussle in 
Kashmiris 
interspersed 
wftth bouts of 


%om 

international 
forum or the 
other and with 
renewed 
militant/armed 
forces activity in 
the Valley 


cniinr suic j( the same lirne.’' said Sha* 
birShah. 

The diplomatic warfare is sojght lo 
be couatcrcd by impas^i<Ktcd speeches 

the iiUcmiiiionai level. Civil aviation 
nhnistcr CihjUm Nabi A7.ad reiterated 
India's point of view at the 51 si session 
<if (he UN Human Rights Commission 
m Geneva. 'The restraint shown hy the 
.sevurily frHves logether with (he public 
anger against ihe tiav^ic caused hy (eitiv 
lists and ihe govemrnvnt's deiennina* 


(ion (0 revive normal potiiicsl processes 
ha^ conirihuted to an improved situilion 
ontheg(r)und...In 1994. over (.000 mi N' 
lanu. including a number of promineni 
scce^s^on^st leaders, were released. All 
these measures have had a definite and 
positive impact m (he siiuaiHm." he sard 
in an emutioAal speech mierspmed 
with uHi'Pakistan diatrrbe and heavy 
JiMcs of ptrtrUNism, 

Hut hi^wrvrds carry little weight. The 
situation has not improved. And the 


release of "prominent secessionist 
leaders" has c^y intensified poUucal 
activities agaiosi the government, "We 
don't ei)uai£ Pakistan and India India is 
(he aggressor. Why should we attend a 
Republic Day celebration?' said the 
Mirwaiz. 

Meanwhile, trouble at the Chrar- 
e-Sharif shrine in the Valley continues. 
The army has laid siege. The govern* 
mem claims that militants are hiding insi* 
de (he shrine. And the Hurriyat leaders 
say (hat ihis allegation ^ "desecrating 
the shrine"—is one more weapon again¬ 
st them. ''Which village or house in Kash¬ 
mir does not have miliiaiiiK? This claim 
of (he desecration of the shrine hy the 
mihtanis is a weapon of war againsr us. 
There is no place Inside the shrine to har¬ 
bour so many miliums as the govern- 
meni is saying. Instead, on this pretext. 
25.000 people have been evacuated 
from thm." said a bitter Abdul Chani 
Lone, a former minister in the Jammu 
and Kashmir Cabinet 

The Hurriyat has announced that ihou- 
sands of people would march towards 
the shrine if the siege was not lifted. 
"Custodial death, rape and the attach¬ 
ment of property are all weaponii of war 
against us. We should tnsie^ construc¬ 
tively decide with Pakistan and India 
what should happen," said Lone. 

Can that ever happen ' Maybe not. 

There is no light at the end of this 
tunnel. • 

MMriata/WdivMM 


have been asking Kashmiri Pmdits 
to come back to their home," says 
Shah. 

He is planning a meeting of the 
represeniaHves of Kashmiri Pandits. 
Dogris and Muslinu in Nepal next 
month. "It's my duty as a Muslim." 
he says. 

His confidence is not entirely 
misplaced. Shobir Shab creates 
waves wherever he goes. His release 
from prison in November last year 
saw lakhs of delkious Kukris 
greeting him with "Shah. Shah. $ha- 
blr Shah." The spectacular re^wose 
to his raJUes has bett followed up 
with an equally succosfol visit to 
Delhi. 

For the first time in the coital 
since his release, Sb^ began ^(ng 
the rounds of the diplomatic erreuit 
and Oppoeltion pany ofRcea. lo one 


week, the secessionist leader met the 
ambas,sadcrs of the United King' 
dom. Portugal. Turkey. Morocco. 
Germany. Spain, Ranee. Sweden. 
Canada and t^course. (he US ambas¬ 
sador to India, FrvOc Wlsner. 

He also lobbied extensively widt 
Oppositioo leaders holding talks 
wiA Harti^ien Sin^ Suoeet Geor¬ 
ge Femeides and SuboA Kant 

ShabirM's 
conuritmentte intact 
“>bajd/fttiieoiUy . 
tbbuiMOMrnindsriKM 
MW. I deal tag of 
accenlontePaMstMi" 


Sahay. Interestingly, the high-proftle 
leader, who camped in a modest 
hotel, had to extei^ his week's visit 
by five days to accommodate all his 
appointments. 

Shah’s commiuneni is intact 
“Aixtadi is (he only thing oo our 
minds right now. I dim*! talked acces¬ 
sion to Pakistan. We are only for 
Klf*detenninahon." 

Shah ifak oa htde or oo meotioo of 
bis (raumaUc years in jail T was 14 
when \ was arrested for the first time. 
I temember I was in shorts and a 
nylon sbiil when they took me in," he 
recited and request this imervie* 
wer to speak loi^r. "i can't hear too 
wen in my right ear because of the 
interrogatiocu" he said. 

He's 40 yean old and well see to 
gain man popularity. And pertupN 
reoiv political power too. 






Memories of 
Ha zratba l 

The security forces cordon off 
Chrar-e-Sharif as militants gain control of 
yet another shrine in Kashmir 


E ven as this report is bein| 
written, the secuniy forces 
and the miliunts are fighiin^ 
a war of nerves in the little 
town of Chrar>e*Shahf, 
around 35 km from Srinagar, where (he 
mausoleum of the famous Kashmiri 
saint. Sheikh Nooruddin WaJj. U toca* 
ted. For the last one month, heavily• 
armed militants led by the Afghan war 
veteran M^or Mastgul have t^n over 
this shrine in a vJmi^ replay of the Haa- 
ratbal incident. And as in the case of the 
more celebrated Srinagar stand*off. the 
security forces have retaliated by for* 
ming a cordon around the township. 

No ouisidern arc being allowed to 
enter the town, and those leaving the 
place are being subjected to stringent 
security checks. In fact, the anny has 
given indentity cards to the locals so (hat 
none of the militants holed up inside the 
shrine can escape. Already, hundreds of 
people have iWd Chrar fearing a fierce 
gun battle between (he army and (be 
militants. 

Such a prospect cannot be ruled out 
altogether. Both the sides are armed to 
(he (eeUi. The militants have taken over 
(he entire town and have even put up bun* 
kers at strategic points. Whaf $ more, in 
what is believed to be a show of streng¬ 
th. the militants have organised several 
rallies inside the town where provoca¬ 
tive slogans were raised. Some of these 
were addressed by Major Masigul him¬ 
self. "My boys can light for over a year 
from here," the Afghw wariord (old the 
cheering crowds. 

And that's not an empty bonst. The 
militants are believed to lUve «^iocked 
rations that can keep them going for seve¬ 
ral months, Whm's more, intelligence 


reports say thai ihe militants have the 
overwhelming suppon of the locals. 

Itf fact, the militanis have already 
organised (he locals to protest against 
the "occupation of Ow*. The people 
this htdy town have taken out proces* 
.sions condemn ing (he "siege of 
Chrar-e-Sharir 

The anny has yet another problem 
storming Ouar. The (own. whidi has a 
populatioo of around 38.000. iseatreme- 
ly congested and most of (he houses are 
wooden structures. The mausoleum and 
the mosque adjacent to It are also made 
of timber. Army sleuths say that the milj* 
tanu have alieaafy ^t up bunkers on 
many of these buildings and any secu¬ 
rity offensive to Hush out the militams 
will inevitably lead to heavy civilian 
casualties. Besides, (he houw could 
ignite in flames if Ihe army uses heavy 
artillery 

No wonder, (be security forces have 

Bmrw Kriftet Am: «roB| mm? 




ruled out a stonning of the town, at least 
for the time being. They are now con¬ 
centrating oD securing the cordon, 
hoping to wear out the miliums. All 
entry and esit poinu to the town have 
been sealed and bus services from Srina¬ 
gar and the adjoining areas to Chrar have 
been suspend^. 

H ow did (he militants gel control over 
Chrar? What was the army doing 
when the militants were piling up arms 
and ammunition around the shrine? 

There are no clear anhwers. Some say 
that the siege is quite unnecessary. The 
town has always been a militant 
sironghc^d and during winters, people 
from across the border flock to Chrar. 
Guerrillas from Pakistan and Afgha¬ 
nistan use the opporiuniiy to sneak in. 
but (hey usually leave once summer seu 
in. Only (his time, they could not do so 
as the army moved in to seal off the town. 

State pditicians like the lanaia Dal's 
Abdu <^yoom blame Governor K.V. 
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The Mcurtty forces sealed off the smaH 
town of Chrar after heavily-anned 
mitttants led by the Afo^n warlord 
Mafor Mastgul lleft) gained control of 
the mausoleum of Sheikh Nooruddin 
Wall (above! 


Krishna Rao tor making a mess of the 
mailer. He says that (he whole (hing is a 
creation of (he Governor who wanted a 
crisis of sorts to protect his own chair. 
"This is another folly of the administn' 
lion/ he claims. 

There are others who believe that this 
is (he militants' way of bouncing back. 
Over the last couple of months, the 
central government had set in motion a 
political process in the Valley and was 
preparing (he slate for Assembly polls. 
Kashmiri leaders like Shabir Ahmad 
Shah. Ya.sin Mahk. Syed All CcclaAi 
and Abdui Gani Lone were relea.sed 
from priSM and (he people too were res- 
ptmding enthusiastically to sucJi gesru- 

Tws. Many of these leaders even made 

fluent trips to Delhi to discuss the 
Kashmir situation with the Centre. 
What's more, the security forces had 
managed to push the militants into a 
comer. 

All these had upset (h6 militant 
groups still operating in the Valley.espe^ 


ciaJJy the Hiztwl Mujahideen. They nee* 
ded to do something to win back the 
people and prove to them that what the 
anny was propagating was only a false 
propaganda. And there was no better 
way of striking than to gain control of 
another place worship. 

W hatever be the truth, the wont suf- 
feren of this game of one- 
upmanship are (he inhabitants of Chrar. 
Already, over 25,000 pej^le of this 
(own have fkd to ndghbouring area.s. 
leaving (heir houses ai^ their property 
at the mercy of the gun*(oting miliianLs. 
All thtt the administration has done is to 
set up refugee can^is at Badgam. 
Oiadoora and Bagh-e-Mahtab, where 
the living conditions are appalling. 

Moreover, this happens to be (he sea¬ 
son when agnculturil activities start. 
Locals say that if they don't tend to their 
orchards now. one whole season will be 
lost. At a lime when tourism has been 
severely affected due (o the violence in 


the Valley, this is one thing that the 
pei^ can least afford. 

For (hose who have stayed back in 
Chnr, life is no less difficult. Food, 
water and electricity supply have been' 
cut off for all practical purposes. And 
even the movement of the people are 
being monitored by (he security person¬ 
nel. The locals vented some of their ire 
on dw Hurriyat Conference leaders who 
visited the town on V March. Slogans 
against the army were raised and when 
some of the leaden tried to pacify the 
people, they were shouted down. 

In such a situation, the army is at a 
loss what to do. It has ruled out an offen¬ 
sive to clear the town. And the militants 
have r^ecied the administniion's o^cr 
of a safe passage and have made it clear 
that they will fight to the Iasi man rather 
than vacate their positions. The security 
forces, too. cannot just pack up since 
(hat wou Id amount to a defeat. 

The siege of Chrar. thus, continues. • 


kmoat; 
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UANI SHANKAR AJYAR 



becwse. in the elections of 1945. i( wftj; 
■K Jacobftbad that Pandit Nehni had been 
turned back by the Briii&h fromattempi* 
ing to cros into Baluchi$lan. 

'Rie Pakistanis were not taken m by 


ABIDAPARt^ 


Screwing up Pakistan's National Day celebrations 




It was in the weekN 
following ZuJfikar 
All Bhutto’s hang* 
ing in April 1979 
that 1 first started 
hearing of Abide 
Parvccn. 

Sind was m sil« 
ent ferment — the 
silence as thunder* 
ing as rhe ferment was palpable. Abida 
was juMt about the only person giving 
voice to the anguish of (he Sindhis over 
(he Judicial assassination of the provin* 
ce’s favourite son. She resorted to an 
ancient Sindhi trick, (he time'honoured 
Sufi device of dealing with oppressors 
— (he singing of allegorica! ballads in 
the guise of religious or folk music to 
convey the unmistakable comment on 
the current political scene. 

If caught, the singer — and his or her 
audience — could always deny the ulie* 
lior political message and claim only cul* 
tural privilege; if not caught, singer, 
audience and government would know 
the real pain In the heart of the comnxm 
man. 

T^ny items in the heiivily-censoml 
local press told of thousands, then lakhs, 
gathering to hear her in village afier viJJa* 
ge and gUAix* after gisxhc of interior 
Sind, ft was on the Karachi grapevine, 
surely the grapevine with (he busiest 
buzz in all of South Asia, that the kgend 
grew. 

One day. (he papers reported a festi* 
val to be held in Jacobuhad which would 
feature Abida Parveen. I (hou^t I had 
found my excuse. I sent in my request to 
(he Pakistan foreign office to sample the 
culture of the province of my jurisdic* 
lion by attending the festival ai 
Jacobat^d. 

1 not only wanted to gel a feel of what 
Abida was singing and bow the 
of the heart of $ind were reacting to her 
and the martyrdom of their dead hero. I 
was also keen on visiting Jacobabad 
• ZiH hM AH BiMtt*: AMii m Om 
oalr pum vlw pm vgidf tt tti 
aainWi tf flu IMMt mr Ml JidNM 


my protestations of being an aficionado 
of Sindhu Bhiiravi. My request to make 
the trip was turned down. 

ITWAB, therefore, not till nearly a year 
later—in January 1980 — that 1 got the 
opportun ity of heuing her in Karachi. In 
(he meanwhile, both India and Pakistan 
had been through a very long year. In 
Pakistan, Zia*u]*Haq having l^ged his 
predecessor, consolidated his sirangle* 
hold over Pakistan and the Paklsianis, 
making it clear u> everyone (except, 
apparently, my diplomatic colleagues in 
Islamabad) that he wax here to slay till 
death did him and Pakistan rend asuiKier, 

The Indian Embassy in Islamabad dis* 
(inguished itself hy consistently predict¬ 
ing his imminent overthrow every week 
of that long year — and. indeed, Kght 
through the 11 yeart: of hi v reign. Since I 
was a mere consul'general. 1 not 
Ihe song that wav music to our foreign 
office’s ear but listened to what the Pak 
politicos were actually saying. 

And what they. led by (he Bhutto lad* 
ies—mother Nusrai and daughter Bena¬ 
zir^ were actually saying wav, of cour* 
se. sweet subversiMt. 1 was asked In all 
earnestness by ime of "Shuheed" Bhut¬ 
to's closest associates whether India 
would offer them safe sanctuary in the 
adjacent Thar Desert when the revolu¬ 
tion cune. 

Which revolution, I asked in all inno¬ 
cence? Why, said Zulfi’s ex-minister, 
(he revolution against Zia which he was 
plotting. I knew the ex-minister well. 
And I knew he spoke from his heart. I 
also knew there was more Scotch than 
substance (o his intent. So 1 shotA my 
head and replied, ’t am afraid. H.... Ihe 
only revoluiioA you will make is when 
you stir (he sugar in your coffee.” 

Perhaps it was because 1 was discoura¬ 
ging that I soon acquired (he reputation 
in PPP circles of being soft on Zia The 
explanation af^iarently was duii 1 was a 
"Moraiji man" — since I had been nam¬ 
ed as consul-general by the Morarji regi¬ 
me. Pyv Ali Allana, (he Caaca If not the 
Cassius of (he conspiracy (former mini¬ 
ster of culiurv in Bhutto's provincial 
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goveiDmeni of Sind and now. alas, aide!)' 
ned by Bena 2 ir: tnj1y» does a revolution 
devour hs own!) — Pyar Ali assured me 
that when "Maai*' came (their name for 
Indira Gaj>dhi}i she would not be so 
pusillanimous, and Sind would be free. 
"hyeSindr 

I demurred. But tny demumJ was not 
taken seriously. For. after all. the foreign 
minister I represented gloried in the 
name of Atal Behan Vaj* 
payee, then regarded (f 
Throw out this nugget for 
the historically'Curious) 
as B Hindu extremist. 

nu. THE middle of 
1979, "Miai’coming see¬ 
med as imprc^able as 
these Sindhi vadehra- 
politicos undertaking an 
insurrection — with or 
without stxJa, straight 4»r 
on the rocks. Then sud¬ 
denly all the parameters 
changed. Morarji fell. 

Charan Singh's inter¬ 
regnum turned out to be a 
constiiotlonaJ hoax. 

Came the cIcciionH of 
January I98f). And. whol¬ 
ly Impruhably. fndira 
(randhi was again Prime 
Minister of India. 

I heard Abida sing hw 
(he first time the very 
week of Indira Gandhi's 
second ci>ming. It was at 
Rock House, the private 
residence of one of Sind's multi- 
rritikmaire Hindu businessmen, Daulai 
Ram Mehlani. I arrived late and squeez¬ 
ed myself into a crowded comer. Abide 
Parveen's rich, melodious bahtuoe fill¬ 
ed the room. It w&s a voice that comman¬ 
ded attention, a compelling diction that 
struck each phrase with ihe insistence of 
a metroname, I wa.s entranced, enchan¬ 
ted. enhralled. 

When the song ended. I spied Pyar Ali 
at the either end of the room. He signall¬ 
ed me to come sit beside him on the car¬ 
pet. I did. And as she began her next 
piece, he translated it for me in an 
emotion-choked whisper, 

Abida sang of a grand old nawab 
who. from his palace, heard a ballMker 
s i nging i n the far di stance. Moved by the 
beauty of the music, the nawab ordered 
his servants to hnng the boy to him. The 
boy entered the durbar, plucking at the 


strings of his instniment. his voice that 
of a nightingale. 

When the song ended, the nawab told 
the boy he could have anything he wan¬ 
ted. Anything, asked the boy? Anything 
at all. replied the naw^. Then, siid the 
boy. give me your head. The court gas¬ 
ped. And the hoy went on. "For this 
instrument \ play was made from the 
wood of the tree from which you lunged 


Jt 






Zi»-iiHlaq, hning hanged 
Im predeceesor, 
coo^idated his 
stranglehold over Pakistan 
and the PaMitaiiis, making it 
dearto everyone Hurt he was 
heretosfaqr 


my father!" 

The audience at Rock House gasped, 
as tbe legendary durbar of Abida's song 
had gasped. M^y wiped the tears fn>m 
their eyes. Some sobbed. Everyone 
knew (hat It was of Zulfi Uiat she had 
sung. 


the Abida Parveen whose visit 


1 


4 

to New Delhi for the Pakistan Naitonul 
Day celebrations the bureaucid^es of 
the Indian and Pakistani foreign oR^s 
have }>ucceeded In fouling up. 
Pakistan ha.s gained from Its tantrums is 
for Pak high commissioner Riar. Khok- 
har to evaluate. What hami we have 
done ourselves is our concenv 
Were I the high commissioner in Isla¬ 
mabad. as I had once been the 
consul-general in 

Karachi. I would have 
contacted Abida myself 
the minute 1 learned she 
was headed for Indin. 1 
would have invited her 
home 10 a farewell ban¬ 
quet. Ami. if she had 
agreed. 1 would have giv¬ 
en my Pakistani guests a 
tasie of the rich fare in 
store for Indian audien¬ 
ces once she crossed over 
into our country. 

In the meanwhile, 1 
wouM have g oi my consu* 
Ur officer lo take charge 
of her pa.ssport and those 
of her accompanyists and 
ensured that, wiihoui the 
least fuss or bother, the 
formaJiiy of isiiumg visa.s 
to these minstrels was 
resolved in an instant 
Perhaps ihui is why the 
ministry of exiemaJ 
affairs would never have 
risked posting me as high 
commissioner to 

Pakistan. Fortiur foreign office revels in 
'reciprocity" as tbe corner-stone of 
every dimension of our relationship 
with Pakistan. Yes. the Pakistanis were 
utterly bloody-minded about denying a 
vtsa at Ihe last moment to a distinguish¬ 
ed Indian artiste who had been invited, 
with tbe prior consent of the Pakistanis, 
to perfoTiD at tbe Indian High Commis¬ 
sion on Ihe s;casion of Republic Day 
1995. That invilaiion had been carefully 
negotiated with the Pakistanis on the 
basis of the principle of strict "recipro¬ 
city": the Pakistanis would let our guy 
Into Islamabad for India's Republic Day 
in exchange for us letting their cultural 
personality into New Delhi for the Paki¬ 
stan National Day (23 March). 

I 

SIMCE THE Pak i Stan j.« had reneged on 
Iheir pan of the bargain, the Indian high 
cummissloner did not find it within his 
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powers 10 ihe visa lo Ahid» Parve* 
cn ihc I n i n ulc she sent in her jppl iciiiiofl. 
The applicdlion h;Kl to he sent 1 u New 
Delhi lor "prueessing". Py Smurday. 18 
Ma^h, the processing! hud ttoi even 
siancd. 

The Pakislun High CoinniissHin ask' 
ed us why. In resfHinsc, wc "siartcd" pro¬ 
cessing the ap|ihcuii^>n on Monday. 20 
March. Out labours UH>k all oF u day. 
Why u wandering rninsirel, who is a dan¬ 
ger only to F'jkisiani diciuiors. should 
need 24 hours of "priKCSKtng” ui our end 
is noi explained. 

IiSvus tuK oil Tue.sdny, 2J Maa'h, (hat 
instructions were sent to our high coin* 
missioner to issue the visa. The visa was 
issued wiih less ihan 24 htrurs lo go for 
Ahida to start singing in Delhi. We had 
given Oh* l^ikislums the perfect oppuiTu* 
niiy to call olT the visit, throw a i.uitrum. 
and tell tfw world what perfect heasiNihe 
Indians aav 

This, of course, suits Pakistani fore¬ 
ign ofr« interests to a "T", They arc not 
in the least desirous of prinnoting a heal' 
thy reliiiionship with India. hW. if Jndo- 
Pak hosiilhy ceases no one is going to 
take the least hi t of intca^st in where Pak i • 
stun i.s or what ii docs. ArKl the Indian 
foreign office Is ascidutius in promoting 
Pakistan's interest in an unhealthy rela¬ 
tionship by indulging in reciprocal 
Woody'in i nded ness. 

Would (hat they were as assiduous in 
promtiting Indian tnieresis. For no Indi¬ 
an i titerest is served by foiling Abide Par- 
veert’s visit to India. And 
a very consideraWe Indi¬ 
an tnicreci would he pro* 
moled hy establishing 
Indo-Pak pcople- 

lu-|)Cople relations on u 
basis of sirici n/m- 
reciprociiy. Por it is only 
a self-confident India, 
open, generous and irons- 
. parent in its moral superiority (o 
' Pakistani cussedness. that can free itself 
of the albuLToss of Indo-Pak hostility. 

Wc are simply playing into the Paki¬ 
stan csuihh^hmbnrs hands by saying 
that if the Pakistanis require Indian visr- 
lors til report to ihe police, then Pakista¬ 
ni vis ilors to I ndi a must also report to the 
' police; that il Pakistan specifies, and 
thus restricts, (he rtumber of places in 
Pakistan an Indian might visit, then we 
initst specify, and dius restrict, the num¬ 
ber of places in India a Pakistani might 
visit; (hut if Pakistan will not let chit arti' 
ste« into Pakistan without let orhindrao' 

: ce. then we must put every let amt hindr¬ 


ance in (he way of Pak istani ailisleit viidt- 
iiig India; uxl so on and so forth. 

WHAT THIS Mind 'reciprocity" igrtores 
IK ihoi JrKlo-Pak hosiitiiy is whff is leach¬ 
ing (Mir standing in (he wodd. and (hat 
every time Pakistan challenges us in an 
iniemationaJ forum, we are obliged to 


start drawing down the small storehouse 
of goodwill we have built in (he chancel¬ 
leries of the imerrutirnal community. 
Wc have to show our^ves. the Pakista¬ 
nis and the world (hat we are capable of 
not sinking to the depths » which the 
Pakistani establishment loves to wallow. 

And that means pre-empting the 
Pakistanis from making an issue cm such 
a ridicufousi y small matter as Abida Par- 
veen. We will never prc-empc them so 
long as we continue clinging lothe whol¬ 
ly bogus princifrtc of •reciprocity' in 
such rnaners. It is only if we consistemly 
show the ordinary people of Pakistan 
(hat we ore on their side — which is 


more than any government uf Pakistan 
will ever succeed in persuading their 
own people they are — that we wi 11 sus¬ 
tain Ihe large l<^>by of ordinary people in 
Pakistan who favour a sane, rat ional rela¬ 
tionship with our country. 

Af\er all. in every country of (he 
world we treat t he 1 ndian d iaspora as uu r 


the I ndian di aspora wc m isireat 

are the Pakistanis of Indian origin, still 
called and treated as ‘Mohajir’ — 
immigrants — in the country of their 
edition haJf-a-cenlury after (he found¬ 
ing of Pakistan. 

U IS they — and the ordinary people 
of Pakistan of whatever province, all of 
whom were, in fact, till but the ocher 
day, our fellow-1 ndians who are our 
best hope of putting 50 years of fratrici¬ 
dal dispute behind us 

We could have mode a beginning 
with Abida Parveen. • 


fT>9 n tfw pm fiopp or a» 

auw -«««■& or ffwoMAwoiwtoj 
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ftftwZvIWar’shMiging, what the PU 
polticos — led bjr Nusrat (above) and 
Benazir Bhutto — were actuaHy sayKO! 
wa$ sweet subversion 


own: whether it K the 
Tamils of .^ri Lanka; the 
desccndcnis of indeixur- 
cd labour in Fiji. Maurit¬ 
ius or Surinam; the Indi¬ 
ans of Mandela's South 
Africa, or the NRLs of 
South-Haiit Ai^ia. West 
Europe and North Ameri¬ 
ca. The only clcmcni of 


MMMVZ-«Aw«iaBe 
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Did the Confess lose Maharashtra because of Pawar? 


I liftpnihablyanunfaircharKlcrisa* One man won tfK key factor on all Ihc CangrcKs(]) defeated Pawar'** party, 
lion. Bui Congressmen hke to three ncoBions. he joined Rajiv Gandhi in Oecember 

poim oui that (he parly has sufte* In 197^ il was Sharad Pawar who led 1986 and succeeded in becoming chief 
red reverses in Mahantshtra on a group of defectors out of the Omgress minister of (he govemmeni that had 
three di^ercni occasions. The first and formed the Janata backed govern- defeated him. 
was in 1978 when a chunk d ML As ment. In 1990, Sharad Pawar was the In 1990, Pawar came out of the elec* 
defected from the Congress government first chief minister to lead the Congress tion without a majority but managed to 
headed by Vasantdoda Paiil. linked up into an election from which it emerged form a government with the support of 
with (he Janata Party and formed the sta- without a majority. And in 1995. Pawar Independents, Later, he split the Shiv 
le's first non-Congre&s government. led the Congress to ils greatest ever Sena and ensured acomfonablc mijtv 
The second was in 1990 when, for the humlUatiOA. rity (or the government. But (his h<al 

first lime since Independence, the Moreover, say (he sccptks. Pawar has nothing to do with vote-winning ability 

Congress failed to win a majonty in the been chief minister of Maharashtra thri- ^it reflected on his negotiating skills, 
state legidalure. (When Mrs Gandhi ce.'Yetnotoncehasbc led (he Congress And now that the Congress is 65 scats 

split iJk Congress in 197S, (he (wo into an election from vludi it has emcr* short of a simple nujority in the House, 
Congress factions fought the electrons ged with a majority. In 1978. he became even Pawar’s negotiating skills have 
separately but united to form the chief minister by defecting, in 1988. pioved to be inadequate, 
government.) Rajiv Gandhi appointed him chief 

And the third was in 1995 when the minister when the Congress was aJre»ly &> over the past now? Why 

party vron a mberable 80 seals in the in power. F^war had opposed the Wd^ out instances of defections 
stale Assembly and the Shiv Sena for* Cof^(r^s(l) in the 1985 eicctiun as the and Assembly defeats? Who does II 
med the govemme n i. leadtt of his own Congress(S). Though help? 

THE SHARAD FACTOR 
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ANALYSIS 


Tttex sre not questions iliat the Meha* i can ensure defeai for the Congreu in iu I got his own list of candidates through 


rashtra Gwgress is overly concerned last remaining stronghold. and the Prime Ministtf heeded his 

with. Instead, there is a massive gentle advice to slay away from the state 

backlash against Sharad Pa war and the A1 least some of Che criticism is mod* during the campaign, 

feeling is growing that the party lost the iHvated and unfair. Regardless of his Having set (he stage fur whm he 
election solely because of hi III. electoral handicaps, there can he no believed would be the kind of massive 

Within the Coflgrev.s there has always denying that Pa war has greater clout in victory that would propel him to power 
been deep resentment over the manrur the districts of Maharashtra th^ any at the Centre because of his pervmal 

in which Pawar is perceived outside of single state Congress leader. popularity, Pawar now finds that he has 

Maharashtra and h> sections of the Moreover, it is wrung to pin the to accept most of (he blame for the 
media. The stale unit Is divided on most ('ongrcss(l)'s defeat on any cnc indivi* debacle that look the place of the triurn- 
issues bui m;)ny factions are united in dual. Assembly election in nearly ph he had expected. 


their hatred of Pawar. 

Mahara.shira Pradesh 
Congrevs Commilttx 
(MPCC) chief Vilasrao 
Deshmukh. Union honK 
mi n i sier S. B. Chavan. ftv- 
mer chief minister A.R. 
Antulay and Congress 
^pokcsmiui V.N Gadgil 
arc open Pawar* 
opponents There arc 
otlKrs who share a tense, 
uneasy relationship with 
him: A1CC general secre¬ 
tary Sushil Kumar Shin- 
de and Hombay Regional 
(‘ongrew Cotnmitiee 
(BRCC') chief Murh 
Deora. 

Despite the ctMTihined 
clout of these men. the 
impression persist that 
Pawar is (be strongman 
of Mahara.shira: that he is 
an impressive adminisir^i* 
lor; and that he has a base 
that extends to each cor¬ 
ner of Maharashtra. It 


And inevitably, his 
enemies within (he party 
believe that iliere is no 
better lime to strike than 
when Pawar is down. 


■■■o what extent can the 

I defeat he pinned on 
Pawar? "It is mainly his 
fault. He damaged the 
Congress,” gloats Shiv 
Sena supremo Bid 
Thackeray. 

Agrees Madhu Deo- 
Ickar, a senior HJP 
leader, "Maharashtra w«ls 
[■7*98 ircmenthHisly untago* 
ni.stk to Sharad Pawar 
^ because of his performan • 

cc.” Congress Icadex.s are 
I evert more eloquent but 

®S$ in refuse to he named. Says 

"Kis an MP from Maha- 

II rashtra, "This man 

thought that he ruled the 
M kuuc and that Ihe 

Congress did not matter. 
The people have given 
him a fitting reply.” 

There are (wn cxmiponenixiothecrili' 
ci«m of Pawar . The ftrat is that he was in 
it fm* himself and not for the Congress 
and (hat by financing so many rebel can¬ 
didates. he ended up costing the 
Congress votes. 

The second is (hat his own arrogance 
while in power ^lopptd him from reco¬ 
gnising unpopular he had become. 
He never accept^ (hat the averse 
Mahmshira voter saw him as corrupt 
and in league with ibe undeTw<xld. Con- 
sequendy. when he turned the election 
into a r^erendum on his peifonnaDce, 
(tie Coogreas was ccriaiji to be 
humiliated. 

*I>ie first criticism has a certain vali¬ 
dity, The election results ore unusual in 
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To whit extent CM the defeat of the Coiercss in 
Maharashtn be iMwed on Shared Piwir? "K is 
ffliinljr his feuK. He damaged the Coiuiess parfy," 
gloats SMv Sena supremo Bai Thackeray 


was buch credentials that 

allowed him to launch his—ultima- every sMc have been marked by a 
lely abortive — bid for the prime strong anti-incumbency syndrome 
mi nistmhip i n 19ft9. And this i s why he Mtfian&htra cannot have been an excep¬ 
ts still rcgaidcd as among two or three of tioo to ihis trend. There was certain to 
(he most important leaders in the have been a swing against die Congres- 
Congress party, sfl) regardless of who (he chief minister 

After (he Maharashtra elections, was. 

Pa war's enemies have been emboldened But equally, it is as (rue (hat Pawar 

enough to point out that (he humilialing fought (he camp^gn in ’he nunncT t/ a 
defeat makes a mockety of Pawar sere- pre^dentia! eledioa. In tfte last week, 
dentials. And that it demuiLstratcs quite the party even issued posters mat had 
how unpopular the former chief mi nister only Pawar's face print^ on them — no 
is in his home state. It used to be said thai Narasiirdia Rao. no R^iv Gandhi, and 
only Pawar could manage Maharashtra, no Indira Gandhi. 


Now. (hey art saying that ooly Pawar 


After die Kamaiaka and ArKflira 
debacles, he (dd Narvumba Rao (hat be 
could only deliver Maharashtra if he 
was given a free hand Accordingly, he 



Pawar single-handedly dismantled the Congress(l)'s Muslim base 
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ANALYSIS 


lhai 45 IndependcMs managed to get pendents won. Bui the Congress goc 
elected. The Bharatiya Janata Parly near the 120 seats that Pawar 

(BiP) could only manage 65 scats in a had cutmied on. And widi 80 MLAs. it 
House of 286. so 4 5 is an unusually high was in no posiikm lo fonn a govermnent. 
number. Whai would have happened if there 

Anti-Pawar Congressmen esiimace had been no Ind epe nd en ts? Ihe Pawar 
lhat Shared Pawar financed up to 60 camp says lhai theii share of the vote 
rebel candkiaurs. He had his own rca- would have gone to the Opposition. The 
sons fordoing m. In S4iiw cases, he was an(i*Pawar lobby believes ihtf dv lode- 
worried that the Cungicss symbol might pendents cut into the Congress vote and 
prove to he a handicap —> say, with ihai Ore party would have done far better 
Muslims, He nxkimcd that asliong Inde- if Pawar ha^'i financed its opposition, 
pendent candidate might therefore fare It is otk of those debates tluM will go 


hellion his own. 

In other ca.ses, he was 
doing his hest to gel 
rivals in the Maharashtra 
Congress defeated. 

Though Pawar had the 
lirtal say in the distribu¬ 
tion of seals, the party 
still had to accommodate 
several heavysveights 
who awld not Ik denied 
nominations. All of them 
found lhat they faced 
wciurinanccd Indcpcn* 
denis who stood against 
them. 

The Independents 

were Sharad Pawar* s 
insurance policy. As ihe 
election drew nearer and 
the Andhra and Kamala- 
ka results bmuglg home 

the importance of the j 

incumbency syndrome. HlIM 

Pawar recognisi^ that Ihe Und6f1 

Congress might not get „ 

an overall ma^ty. COlwf 

In 19W). when he had loMNVfM 

been confronted with a 
similar siiuaiion. he had 
coped by buying over 
In^pcndcnis. *niis lime, 
he wenl a step further. He put up his <iwn 
ItxIcpeiKlents. 

By the time Ihe polls closed. Lhe 
Congress’ internal assessment gave il 
I2t) seals in a House of 288. But the 
Pawar camp believed that 60 of its Inde¬ 
pendents would win. That gave Pawar a 
comfortable majority with 180 seats — 
35 more than the bare minimum. 

ITiis calculation was far loo opti* 
misilc. As ti ruroed out. 45 of the inde- 


on endlessly. What is clear, however, is 



HwUreds of imocMt MmIbrs wore piefced up 
wider TMM, tprtwod Mo itgtaig GOHfesiioM and 
condnue to langittsli in jai. Oespilo this, ne sH 
ioMw nodrireebout the boMb btesb that «e did not 

know in Apri 1993 


that Ihe entire strategy backTired. Not 
only did Pawar come across as disloyal, 
he ^so came off as a loser. 


enough ofan issue to turn him outt^offi* 
ce. He wa.s dismissive of C.R. Khaimar. 
the former deputy municipal commission 
ner of Bombay, who accused the chief 
mirtiscer of corruption. Khairnar hia) no 
evidence at all. but once Pawar had him 
suspended, he was able to claim that he 
had been victimised because the chief 
minister feared lhat he would spill the 
beans Moreover, Sharad Kale, (he muni> 
cipal commissioner who suspended 
Khaimar, was awarded an unpreceden¬ 
ted hecond lenn. Pawar* s critics saw this 
as a reward. 

Then were others who 
made similar allegations 
to Khaimar. A Bombay 
Police officer called 
Ulhas Joshi accused 
Pawar of conniving with 
the undmorld. Though 
Jushi's case was thrown 
out of court, some of the 
mud stuck. 

N(k did Pawar adcitua- 
lely defend himM:iragain- 
si charges. Por instance, 
there is still confusion 
over the charge that a 
foundation controlled by 
Sharad Pawar accepted 
money from a foundation 
controlled hy underworld 
don Pappu KaJuni. Appa¬ 
rently. the foundation 
• later returned the money 

Ml up and said il was a loan. But 

NISBnd * foundation loan 

money? The issue 
* remains unclear. 

dUnot Moreover, when Sud* 

dhakarrat> Naik was chief 
minister, Pawar a.skcd 
him to summon Thane's 
police commissioner 
A.S. Samra. Apparently, Pawar (who 
was then defertce minister) asked Samra 
to go easy on Pappu Kalaui who was 


then in jail. Asked about this converria* 

I t is the second criticism, however, lhat tkm. Pawar says lhat his only concern 
hits Pawar where ti really hurts. Has was that Kalani should not be tortured in 
he become a liability for the Congress? prison. 

The Shiv Sena-BiPcorntMoe based iu The charge of being in league with cri- 

enbre campaign on a personal attack on minals threatened to stick when anodwr 
Pawar’s integrity. Right Irom the lake- underworld don. Hitcndra Ihakur, was 
offs on film soi^ (sample: ^PM ttra letoffby the police. Apparently, the ofTi* 
CAf it sou^ to portray him cer had Torgoden* to file the requisite 

as a comipt stooge of the mafia. paperwork required for a remand. 

P9WV nevci nxcpud (hat this was On another occasion, two criminals 
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Breaking barriers 

Dialogue between India and Pakistan should be encouraged 


For more than 20 
ycarif the mi^ty 
United Stales did not 
rcci>gnjse the 

Peuple\ Hqublic of 
China and would not 
talk to it At (he first 
Geneva conference on 
Indixhina in 1954. John FoMcr Dulles 
refused even to shake Zhuu Kniai's pro- 
ferred hand. Uliimalcly. it was Henry 
KKvingcr who had (o make a secret piF 
grimaite to the Chinese capiiaJ to pave 
the way for the Sino* American 
rapprrH'hrmffit. On arrival at Beijing air* 
port seven months later, Richard Nixon 
lix>k care to extend his hand ax far as he 
could for a "hisloric handshake" with 

The poirtt uNmji recalling all this is hi 
underline ihc futility of the Pakistan 
government’s t<ital refusal lo have any 
dialogue with this country except on ns 
own terms which amounts i<> saying that 
New Delhi should first hand over Kash 
mirio Islamabad. 

Bena/.ir Bhutto has gone to strange 
lengths to avoid ofllciHl contact of any 
kind belwben Irnlia and Pakistan. I.ast 
year, when K. Srinivasan, as foreign 
secretary, visiicd Islamabad for a multi* 
lateral conference, she instructed the 
new Pakistani foreign secretary, Najam 
Sheikh, u> keep Kris at an arm's length. 
Later. Atjun Singh, then still an honou¬ 
red member of the Nansimha Rao Cahi* 
net. went to Pakistan for a world cduca* 
lional conference. She chose in go 
abroad. It was left lo President Farooq 
Levari to show the necessary courte¬ 
sies to the vi.xiting Indian minisier. 

Now. Benu/.ir has decided lo stay 
away from the NAM sumcnil in New 
Delhi at the beginning of May. Once 
again, she wil* be represented by Dr 
Leghari. As has heen widely noted, she 
refu.sed to go also lo dte World Social 

Smonut ttCopenIvg*" should 

be a chance encounter with P.V. Nan* 
siinlwl|lil 

Sn What is absduiely 

: dK' Pakistani govern* 
scciiiM of the Pakistani 
Id VC Uisi all sense <if pn>» 



ponkm in imacking the "people to 
people" dialogue thai took place in 
Delhi recently heiween 100 l4kistanis 
and an o^ual number of Indians, invited 
by the Pakistan*Irtdia People's Forum 
fur Peace and Democracy. 

Hic Pakistani foreign office took the 
lead in denourtcing the decision of emi* 
nenl Pakislanis .such as Muhashir Hus* 
sain. JiMiKC Dorah Paiel and I.A. Rah* 
man. lo travel (o Delhi for the dialogue 



for which this country, showing com- 
mendaMe imagination, had is.Micd visas 
and waived the humiliating requirement 
for reponing to ihc police. The informa¬ 
tion ininiiiii>. the National AssemNy's 
Ka.shmir Commitlee. headed by Nawab- 
/ada N asm 11^ Khan and even the News¬ 
paper Hdilors' Council of Pakistan also 
ji rined the denv itishi ng act. 

So vicious was the attack on pairiiXic 
Pikisunis willing lo join the New Delhi 
get-together that ai kasl one Lahore new • 
spaper. News, ediloridly admitted to I 


being "baffled" by the criticism of "(his 
ill-umed >arnj". Several critics, the 
paper added, had "come close to calling 
(lIk Pakistani delegates) Indian agents 
— that wom-iiut but easy-stick label for 
public damnatiort". 

In retrospect, with the two-day useful 
didogue between non-officials over, 
ofRciai hysteria in Pakistan looks foo¬ 
lish. But Islamabad’s obdurate refusal to 
talk loNew Delhi remains unchanged. 

Nobody in thi.s 
country, to the l>csi of my 
krKiwIedge. op|Hiscd the 
dialogue betore it begun. 
At the end ot it. most 
people have esprcs.scd 
appreciation for ihe effort 
though there has been 
some legiiimaic criticism 
of llic organisers* selec¬ 
tive. indeed sccutriur 
approach. 

The Indian delegaiion 
belonged In a pun it u lax 
sctHMil <»l* IhfHJglii and 
nowhere near as halanced 
as the (Kx from across the 
subconiinenial divide. 
Some overvnthusiastic 
Indians also iricd lo move 
a resolution "ci>iidcm* 
ning" the Indian security 
forces in Kashniir 

However, such flaws 
can bo ovcr|fx>kcd, cape* 
cially if they are avoided 
the next time on. What 
matters is lhai any attem¬ 
pt by (Hi vale ciliTcns to 
overcome the official barriers to discus¬ 
sion and dialogue must be welcomed 
and encouraged. To expect any break- 
thnnigh in ofTicial India-Pakistan 
dealings in the near IuIutc would be 
unrealistic. 

But this should be a cause not for des¬ 
pair but for positive action at the popular 
level, no matter what (he difficulties. 
Because Indo-Pakisiani relations are 
bad. Ihe people of the two countries 
must mc^ and talk whenever they can 
and however they can. • 
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N o disappearuice in receni 
times has occasioned so 
much panic at the higjiest 
political levels. At 9.00 
pm on Saturday, 25 
March, Arjun Singh called Oelhi PsiOce 
commissioner Nikhil Kumar. The coni- 
misstmer was out on a condolence vivii 
but his associates s^ere Janned hy 
Singh's message: N.D. Tiwari was 
missing. 

Apparently, the veteran UP politician 
had failed to turn up at the uirpon to 
hoard a Sahara India Airlines flight to 
l.ucknow. His personal staff had already 
checked him in and booked his luggage, 
hut when Tiwari did not urrive. the dirli< 
ne unloaded his baggage and the plane 


lopment. the Intelligence Bureau roused 
iu ofncials from their beds and put them 
orv che job and a spec iai S .D. Ti wari con¬ 
trol room was set up. 

By 2.30 am, wheh a weary and worn- 
ed Nansimha Rao went in Ivxt. there 
was Mill no news (d* 11 wari. And many 
people feared the worst 

They need not have worried. 

T he way the servant s at the Vam <>rga* 
rues guest house m Gajniula tell the 
story, ihey had not been surprised when 
Tiwari suddenly turned up. The gucM 
house, near Moradahad. K tnsned hy 
Vam. a Bhaniu group company, hut is 
routinely used as a circuit huuv hy visit¬ 
ing puliliC)an.s. For InMance. when 


An STD telepbane was plugged in 
and he tried calling Arjun Sin^ hut 
could iH'*! get through. Instead, he ended 
talking loM.L. Poiedar, another pn)min* 
em dissident leader. 

Ti^^a^i was not his normal soil* 
spoken self and told Foicdar how angry 
he was ihai he could noi even go olT lor a 
weekend without having Arjun Singh 
call the police. "Am I h child? " demand- 
cJ the 7 2 year -1 )ld leader licl I (geteni ly. 

Fotedar promised u> call oM the hunt 
hut hy then, the InlclligeiK'c Bureau hud 
already Ieamr of Tiwari's whereabouts 
— pertaps from V;im officials The 
l^imc Minister was peeved ui the need¬ 
less panic and the search had been halted 
by I he lime thui o shame fuced Arjun 


THE 

VANISHING 

TRICK 



Congress dissidents try to 
gain political mileage out 
of N.D. Tiwari’s sudden 
‘disappearance’ 


took otf without him. 

Singh had waited till the night before 
panicking. Bui there had been no news 
of Tiwari. And he now feuied that srimc- 
thing .sinister may have taken (dace. 

There wa;: no mistaking the lemir of 
Singh's message. What he was saying 
—jn effect ^ was ihal a prriminent d issi • 
dent leader had been kidnapped, possib¬ 
ly by Congress luyuHsis. Though Singh 
was later to deny that he hod inicndcd to 
^tribute any such nuitives to the Con- 
grevs. nohe^y in the govemmeni had 
any doubt about how litc disappearance 

would be portrayed. 

Kumar contmumcaicd with his bos.s, 
minister of state for internal security 
Rajesh PiloU who likes nothing hciier 
than a crisis, and within minutes, red 
alerts had.been sounded irt Delhi and 
neighbouring states. The Prime Minister 
was kept personally uhreuM of each dvvc> 


Kalyan Singh was placed under house 
arrest. he asked to be taken there. 

Apparently. Tiwari had reached ai 
3.3(1 pm on Saturday, accompanied hy a 
sub-inspector and,a constaMe from the 
UP police forte, his cook aitd his driver. 
He had said that he intended to spend the 
night there and the staff, used to such 
lightning visits by UP politicos, had 
made arrangcnif nts fivibc stay of Tiwa¬ 
ri and his entourage. 

The following morning, the suff read 
the newspapers and werv appalled. They 
discovered that a nation-wide hunt hod 
been taunched for a man wlm svas sn<*r* 
ing peacefully in one of iheir air- 
conditUmed rooms. 

They gently ruused Tiwari from his 
slumber and told him that he was ofTicia- 
ily listed as a missing person. The politi¬ 
cian wav incredulous. “Why should 
there be so much panic?* he asked. 


Singh phoned officers to .say that it had 
all been a ghastly mistake. 

Bui the damage had already been 
done. Ever since the Assembly election 
rcMilts came in. Atjun .Smgh had spared 
no effort lo indicate lo reporters that 
Tiwari and he were one. But now it seem¬ 
ed thai not only did the UP politico 
enjoy taking ofl for weekends without 
infecting his gieai ally, but dial Singh 
was y 1 j nsec urc about Tr w an ih uf he pre¬ 
ssed the panic button ai the slighiest 
provocation. 

T he disuppcarujicc and the furore that 
accompanied it had acuinlly helped 
the divsidcni cause - - until it was all 
revealed lo be a mistake. Tiwari's latest 
restgnalKH) fnmt the Congress Working , 
Commiliec (CW(') had hWn a masterly 
piiliocul move and had Id I pu/zlcd Rao 
managers wondering how to tackle tl. 
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Pot Arjun Singh, Tiwari’s “Oisappca* 
ruDce' was a way of killing tw<i hirUs 
w iUi one stone .His cam p poi (hiI si n i sier 
nxoilvcs behind Tiwan's disappeanuKx' 
with (lurk hmis ihui u poliiicul conspi* 
racy was a Tool, presided covr by P.V. 
Nuiasinihu Rmk At ihe s^ixnc lime. 
Singh's awieiulcs ensua‘d ilK‘ir onskiy 
for Tiwiiri's well*nv tcvcI wl dw’widest 
possible piibl icily. J'his was iheir way ol 
uiidcplini’ig d>;it Tiwah W’as siill ii> ilicir 
Ibid. 

(>}* course. I here were si'verul red 
Catvs in evidence when Tiwari surlaced 
in Lucknow unci held u press ccHitereiKv 
where lie exasperatedly asked lo be 1cl( 
ulofK*'. 

The whole episode niade Tiwan hnsk 
hdieuUnis, made fuds oui ol* India's 
security ugeneies, •in(lsk)«>wcd upilx* Ira- 
gile loutidaiioiis ol'ihe polities ol'Arjuii 
S i rigb ()n I he ni ghi i hai Ti w u ri di sa ppeu* 
red. an Arjun Singh sup|K)rier, K.N. 
Singh, s;iid he hud read a report in the 
papers that tlx* wateh ami ward siulT of 
Purl I ament House had irlle^'epled a voit* 
versalion ol the dircclor. ImcHigemv 
fluieuu. According to this rt*pori. the IR 
chief bad instructed his field staff to 
keep a wateh on UP leaders including 
Naraiii Dull ‘Hwan. “What c\>oId Iwvc* 
happened to him", Siogh wondered. 
'Maybe 1'iwaii wvrii imdergnuind to 
cheek the veraciiy of this repi^n." Singh 
suul. 

When news ol' the disapiwuramc 
reached Agra and Bareilly. C'ongrc.ss 
supporters ihrsnv stones at ilW pany oHi« 
I ce and P V, Nara.simhu Rao's chlgics 
I were burnt to protest against 1'iwari's 
I 'kidnapping'. Arjun Singh's supporis'rs 
' lei ii be known ihiii if Tiwari was not 
found, they w<»uld hold u demonstra* 
I ion. fol low ed by a meet i ng w i th i he Pre- 
sidcni of India. 

And then, much lo every( mk's disap* 
poiniincni. 'riwan a‘appcarcd ThiHigh, 
of course, his account of how hi* went 
missir|g i.s»o full of holes that many sus¬ 
pected that there was much more to the 
disappearunee than Tiwari was prepared 
to concede. 

T he lust time Tiwari hit the headlines 
was two days before hisdisappearan* 

ce. He wa« in two minds whether be 
should attend the disxidcms' rallies at 
Bhaiinda and Ferozepur. Ferozepur was 
the venue of a meeting to honour the 
maiiyrs of the Independence move menu 
Bhagat Singh, Rajgunj and Sukhdev, 
Bhatinda was u venue of u political rally 
at which the star speaker was Arjun 
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SPECIAL RCf>Ol^T 


HIDE AND SEEK 


Singh. Both functions woe being 
hosted by expelled MP J«gmeei Stn^ 
Brer. 

Tiwan's problem was that he didn’t 
want to be seen doing a deal with P.V. 
Nansimha Rao. He told his supporters 
he had embarked on the politics of dissi- 
dence. so he would lose everything by 
compromising with the high comm^. 

But equally, he was clear he didn't 
want to do anything to invite expulsion 
from the party. In other words. Tiwari 
wanted to go to Bhaiinda and Ferozepur. 
But Ik wanted the hi^ command’s per* 
mission to do so. 


and Balram Jakhar's statements and had 
been deeply offended. ’’I’m going to 
Ferozepur to lay wreaths at ihe memori* 
al for ^lahid Bhagat Singh. Is that an act 
of indiscipluv?" Tiwari added there was 
a growing trend in the party to dub 
anything as indiscipline. 

In this atmosphere of suspicion, he 
said, it was not possible to function poli* 
tically. In a letter to the PM which ended 
poeti^ly; 'Let the scimitar of indiscipli' 
ned discipline be sheathed and the 
spring of consensus and unity blossom." 
Tiwari announced his resignation from 
the only post he was holding—nomi na* 


Thvari dcA) sayi 
that ha It not 
comfortable with 
AifunSinsh’s 
leadership. One 
reason for thie it 
the difference In 
their style. While 
Singh hu nothliv 
to lose by beir« 
ebraeive, nwari 
finds KdifRcuH to 
abandon hit soft, 
condliatoiy s^ 



That action was in the offing was 
clear from the statements of two mem* 
bers of (he Disciplinary Action Commie* 
tee (DAC). Two days before the Punjab 
meetings, chief minister Beant Singh 
and agriculture minister Balram iakhar 
noted with disapproval Tiwari’s deci* 
9\oti to visit the slate along u ith expelled 
Congress leaders Aijun Singh artd Jag* 
meet Siogh Brar. l^ey made it clear Thai 
his ^on would invite punishment. 

Tiwari reacted cautiously. First be 
made it clear that he was not going to can¬ 
cel his visit. ’"Hiat would be (he act of a 
coward," he said. "I am not a coward,'' 
he added in case ibert wu any doubt. 

The next day. on 20 March, Tiwari 
announced (hat he’d seen Beam Singh 


ted membership of the Congress Wor* 
king Committee. 

ktier reached the PMO at B pm 
00 20 March, and there was coctstema- 
tion. Tiwari had managed to get (he 
upper hand. Hie povty looked sheepish 
and defensive. AiCC generel secretary 
Aluned Patel reacted sharply, "laying 
wreaths at martyr's memorials is cenun- 
ly CUM ftn act indisci^ine,’' Patel said 
Stoutly. His Statement was echoed by the 
PM's poUtical adviser. Jiteodn Prasad 
The resignation, it was annouoced, had 
not been accepted 

W)kd Devendn Dwivedi, former 
lolicitor-gencrel and AICC member 
from UP, met the Prime Minister at 12 
noon on that day, before Tiwari bad 


Tiwari*s disappearins act 

✓ 

mUWK, 1l.fBAM:N.O. ThMti 
cans on ArtUh Singh at his Delhi 
residencft. He la scheduled to leave 
for Ludoiow later that day by a 
Sidiara India AlriloK flight. Hie 
luggage la Mfit to the drpoft 
bmmndtD be chacM in. 

s ' 

IMI'III: Pwvi agio hia Delhi 
PohoaaiGDAtDlaava. His cook, a 
luWnMpactOf of poHca and a head 
cQiMMr of the UP Pottca drive 
iloQQvrilhtdm. 

MMm Htraom alroort, Satyi 
PrakM Mm, I former MLA from 
UP, M wiin Singh, nii personal 
Mcretiiy. era told ra Tiwari will be 
)oMng Mn soon. But Thvari la 
nowhere to be aeeo. The al rcraft 
laaveewriheutTlweri. 

BpIS PH: Thvari reechei Bte Vam 
DroanicaouHt house at Gajrauia. 

Ml Ml Tiwari claims that he calked 
hitP$etUdv)Owtotall him that 
hi'e miieed ttm flight M wlH taka 
the tram to reach Lucknow the 
foNowinoday. However, this 
Information Is not conveyed to the 
pofice afrd Arfur) 8in^, who are 
tiytno to track down nwari. 

'Mi m tn Delhi. Arjun Str^gh. who 
haa been trying to reach Tiwari all 
day. panics and aummone 
Ranparaian Kumammangaiam to hla 
houai. A Tiwari associate hints to 
Ariun Slnobtfat Thnri might be 
My wim a friend. "Bvtthit shouMnl 
M eight hours,'repf lee Singh. 

MimAdunlingh lodges a 
formal complaint wim the Delhi 
PoGce oommleeloner. Nikhll Kumar, 

state for intemaf tacurfb'* Raiesh 
PNot adjourns a rrteattrtg he's called 
In hi ofnee after police officeTS have 
been upaN rtiphttrylng to trace Tiwari. 

7M fOk Thsiri wekae up, firtde out 
about the tM every one w been 
thrown Into, and speaks to M.L 
Fotedar to «eure mm he's fine. 

MIMtTiwiri reacM UicPtnow 
endsdrlreeBieepfen confamnea. 













SPECIAL REPORT 


Actually quit, he found Rao deeply 
penurM. 

Rk> had Kcn Tiwari's deci&ion to go 
to Bhatinda hut h^n'i yet read the stete* 
meniK made by Beant Singh and Jakhar 
chticifting Tiwari. >{e was shocked (hat 
they had assailed Tiwah on grounds 
which were polilically so weak. 

'This is lotally wrong." be told 
Dwivedi. 

"With friends like this you don't need 
enemies," Dwivedi told Rao. 


they'd been mis^tuoied. Bui neither was 
b^ipy al being told to clarify thw po&i' 
tions. When iakhar demur^, he was 
told u> issue a retraction and give it to 
party spokesman V.N. Gadgil, An MP 
in Beam Singh's camp said that on recei¬ 
ving the dilative, the Punjab CM com¬ 
mented in disgust; “Pahit siatemeni 
diiwue Haift. phtr kaktev hain vapas 
lijiye (first they ask you to issue a suie- 
mem; then they tell you. take it back) " 
The only winner was Tiwari, He was 


Narasimha Rao that commMid him to the Congress party. Rm 
and he share a record that is relatively non<ontromsial. 

They are both well-read end enxiite. And both wear 
exaggerated politenets and patience lika a doak. Which is 
probably why neither Hkes the other very much 



1 


Rao sighed; "What can you do?" 

The following day. Rao tried lo repair 
some of the damage. At a defence 
inve.iliture ceremony at Rashtnpati Bha* 
van. he endorsed Ahmed Paters state¬ 
ment. "Whatever be (Patel) has said is 
right. " Rao said. In the party this had 
some credibility. Paid was not exactly 
Rao favourite general-secretary. So it 
was a non-partisan approval of a state¬ 
ment made spontaneously. 

Bairem Jakhar and Beam Singh were 
asked to withdraw their statements criti¬ 
cising Tiwari "s action. Both claimed' 


the star at Bhatinda, hilled lo be the Iasi 
speaker after Arjun $in^ He had (he 
high command iry the short hairs. And 
he had rommitt^ on 'anti-party act' 
with the conwnt of (he high command, 

W liere does Tiwari stand in the party 
loday? He's at the crossruads. 

If he goes for a compnimise with the 
leadership, his position is vulnerable. 

But he has mode it clear that he is not 
comforuMc with Atjun Singh's leader¬ 
ship. One reason for this is the differen¬ 
ce in their style. While Arjun Singh has 



OF FRIENDS AND FOES 


m nr: vic«-pr«iidem of 
ttMtiPCC. Ooesnl know where 10 00 
now Ihet Tiwiri hee resiipied tiom m 
UPCC prePdentsMp. 

inMTM nfe Former mMster 
hi 9ie UP government. Stendstv 
Thmi. Hstts Wtd^un Yadev. 


lATvni 

lecond 
UP. He 111 
tidoeeto 




dalonoelotfw 

toedefsMpin 
mMmnd 


NL: Chief wt^ofttw 

UgHSiturtfirtrAn 





IMrieupo^. 


IHAfMi m TAMV: rm wes 

when Yedav and Theerl were close 
■iiocUtt I and friends. Now Ttweri is 
leedkig the campeign to euet Yediv 



h The minister of 
state tor foreign affairs 1$ an oW friend 
of JItendra Prasad. And In toda/s 
poHtical climate, being Prtsad'a 
friend means you're Tlwarl'e enemy. 

JTIBBIA PRASAft The former 
political advisor to the Ryl and Tiwari .. 
had nothing aga^ each other, but / 
Mutayam Singh Yadav managed to' 
drive a wedge between the two. 

KAVr MBR: H wasThvari who firil 
got him into trouble. He's gbtenou^ 
problems on account of J^meet 
^h Brar. The Punlab CM doesn't 
see why Tiwari should create more 
problems for him. 
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IITilllMI um Advocated the line 
that the only way out for the defunct 
Congress 1$ to do a deal with 
Mutayam Singh Vodev -- wtHch 
naturally makea him a sworn enemy 
ofThvut. 


SPECIAL REPORT 


Durhing lo lote by being abrasive, Tiwa* 
ri finds ii difficult lo abaodon his sofL 
conciliatory style. 

There are ocher contndiedons as 
well. When, in 19S8. Rajiv Gandhi seni 
a reluctant Tiwvi to UP as chief 
ndnisier, he maiuged to steer the scale 
through a difficuJi period From 1989 to 
1991. he was coasigncd to UP as leader 
ij( the Oppuactioo. Gandhi didn't make 
any effon to bring him to Delhi. 

Ac ihat time, Sheila Dixil and even 
Af^un .Singh were his arch rivals. The 
combined efforts of the two ensured 
Tiwan didn't get a place in ihc sun in 
Delhi, 

If Tiwari was bitter that in 1990 and 
*91 Mulayam Singh had come ckiscr to 
his leader than Tiwari himself, he didn'l 
show it. In 1991. Tiwan reached the 
nadir his pdiucal career. He decided 
to contexi bUh Ihc Assembly and the 
Parliameni elecikm. fCajiv Gandhi direc* 
ted him to withdraw from one and his 
supporters were sent lo withdraw his 
UA Sabha candidature They returned 
to say (he multitudes in the constituency 
had not permined hi m in withdraw. 

Tiwan fought both. Unfortunaidy for 
him. he wasrvHindly irouiwed in hoih. 

After iiwny years. Tiwari senses now 
he ha.s a chaiax tocome to the ccntresia- 


ge again. 

There are rnany similarities between 
him and P.V, Narasimha Rao that com* 
mend him to the Congress parly. Rao 
and he share a record ihai is relatively 
non«>ntroversiaL They ore holh w'dl- 
read and erudite. AimJ wearexagge- 
raicd politeness and pauence likeacloak. 

Which is prob^y why neither likes 
(he other very much. Rao can handle Sha* 
rodPawar. He can and has—crushed 
Atjun Singh. But Tiwari is anoihet mat* 
ter altogether. 

Ncvertheleta. Rao knows that Tiwari 
has a strong card to pUy. A large chunk 
of the UP Congress party is united 
behind h im. Rao may reckon (hat it is bet¬ 
ter to swallow his prejudices and to win 
over Tiwari merely to ride over (he siiua* 
lion in UP. 

On tlw other hand, (he Iasi time cbai 
Narasimha Rao came toasirniltf conclu* 
rion and made N.D. Tiwari UPCC chief, 
the canny Tiw^ used this as a spring* 
board for a pc^itical relusnch. 

And so. Ihc i wo veteran political mani • 
puNors Click each other uneasily, nci* 
ihcr sure w hen to make the firM nKive. « 


THE MEDIATORS 


Those who^gotiofed with 
Tiwari on the PM's behalf 


VX. MKU: Wi6 Rig first emissarv 
(1992)MiitDythePMtowin ovsr 
N.D.llwgrI. Hi offered tha UP 
slrongmen the chilrmanship of the 
Teoth Rnance Gornmisslon, but 
Threri turned down the offer. 


BfnVEBbWhenN.D. 
Thvari wu in the US taking care of his 
tillno wife. Dwivedl got in touch with 
him and offered him the deputy 
chgirmanship of the Planning 
Commission on behalf of the PM, 
*Whtf about membership of the 
CongresrWorUnQ CommIRee 
^)? I may be able to help the PM.' 
iiwari suggested. The riauet! was 
conveyed to Rao. And in 1992. Tiwari 
wss meda ainember of the CWC. 


JIBMI miM; in the old days, 
when Prasad was not so interested In 
UP politics, he offered Ttwari a role In 
Uttar Pradesh Congress poIttiDS. 


AUn SMH: After the Madhya 
Pradesh Assembly elecbons (1994), 
there was ^hort phase of intense 
friendliness between Arjun Singh and 
Nsfsslrrtha Rao. In a moment of 
weakness. Rao sent Singh to 
negotiate with Tiwari. But Singh went 
one step ahead: he persuaded Tiwari 
Into believing that grave injustice had 
beer) done to him. instead of geRina 
Tiwari and Rao together, he connea 
Tiwari into Jewing his camp. 

K. KAMMAIUUUII: There was a time 
vrhen the PM entrusted the lOb of 
manaq mg Tiwari to Karunakeran. 9 ul 
now, me situtf on la different. 
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"I was opposed to Arjun 
Singh’s expulsion" 

N.D. Tiwari says that unity is the need of the hourfor the Congress 



Narain Duit Tiwari is known for 
springing surprises, but iasi formight. 
iHe veteran Congress leader from Uttar 
Pradesh dropped a bombshell by 
resigning from the Congress Working 
Committee (CWC) and all other party 
posts that he occupied in the party. 

This achieved two obfec- 
lives. Tiwari pre-empted 
any move by his rivab to 
expel him from the parry 
and it also put pressure 
on (he high command. 

In this exclusive Inter- 
view to SuMSAt, MD. 

Tiwari s/>eaks about him^ 
self and the future of the 
Congress 
Excerpts: 


ber or 30 January, all ocher Congresa 
leaden musi njn away from there. 


dog in any function, they would natural¬ 
ly express their own views. In a democra* 
dc set-up. everyone must be allowed 
that right. 


Q: Bui aiirdy, the fuacOon at Fmie- 
pur did ool remain conflaad to merely 
paying Borel trtbutca to the maityr^.. 
A: Well, if pol ideal leaders are particlpa* 


Q: It la bring saki that some of your 
recent utterances arc paving the way 


Sunday: What proenp- 
ted you to take Ito 
extreme step of 
resigning from the 
parly* I highest dMlalon* 
making body? 

N.D. Tlwart: I had no 
other Option. You see, 23 
March is observed every 
year as Shaheed Piwas in 
Perozepur. where three 
great freedom fighters 
B hagai Singh. Sukhdev 
and Rajguni — were 
hanged by the Briush. When some 
Congress leaders were bent upon label¬ 
ling ray participation in the Ferozepur 
rally as anti-party acivity. what is the 
point in holding on co any office in the 
organisation. 


for a split In the Confess party.? 

A: What can I do if some pe^le have 
decided to misrepresent whaiever 1 say 
or do. I have always stood for the unity 
of the party and can assure you that 1 can 
never be the cause for any kind of ^ilit. 

In any case, I don't see any cause for a 
split in the party. Moreover, it was with 
a view to mainteining (he unity of the 
party that I was opposed lo the expulsion 
of Arjun Singh the Congress. 


"What can I do if some 
people have decided to 
misrepresent whatever I 
say or do? I have ahvays 
stood h>r the unity of the 
party and can assure you 
thrt I can never bo the 
cause for any kind of split' 


Q: Tltla Is perhaps because the expel¬ 
led Congtw keadtTt Arjun Sln^, 
was goli^ to be present in the 
meeting... 

A: In that case, it would mean that If 
Aijun Singh were to join the tradiiional 
ritual of offering floral tributes at the 
samadhl id Mahatma Gandhi on 2 Octo* 


Q: Whit do you think la the reason for 
(be Congreae party's sudden loss of 
popularity? 
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A: U is basically cJuc lo luck ot* posUive 
altitude towards strengthening the puny 
and forg i ng unity w ithi n ihe ran k and H Ic. 

Yuu can see for yoursel f. A resolution 
was passed by the Congress Working 
Committee (CWC) on 19 January to 
adopt an aggressive role for the party as 
un Opposition in Utur Pradesh. But the 
whole th i ng seemed to have hecn fi>rgot • 
ten the neat day. The result was ohviuus. 
The Mulayam Singh Yadav regime 
went about totally violating the funda- 
mental priitciplcs and ideals of the 
C'ongress. but wc continued supfXjrting 
it. Where do we hope to stand if sve turn 
a blind eye to his eastcivl policies'^ 


Q: Who do yt)u hold res- 
ponNihlefurall this? 

At We will have to put 
our heads together to lind 
an an:>wer After all. no 
single individual can be 
iK'ld responsible. U is the 
col led ivc responsihi I i ty 
of everyone at the helm of 
the party affairs. 


i): Do you think that the <*oagr«s.s k a 
dead horse? 

A: The CiMtgress can never die. It has 
always been the paramount political 
lorce behind the country's dcvclop- 
menl. Yes. I agav that it needs to he 
strengthened today. 

Q: What steps do you consider ncccs* 
snry to revive (he pony? 

A: In the light of the reverses that wc 
have sufTertA) in Ihe major indusiriully* 
developed stales like Mahara-shtra. Ciuja- 
ral. Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, it is 
abMilulcly evsoniial for the puny to Hrsi 
ftwgc unity anvmg differem sections of 
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Q: Some Congress I ^ 
leaders have often bla* 
med you for the parly's ' 

poor performance In j 

the past... 

At I have never shirked m&A 

from owning responsibi- 
lily for the reverses suffc* 
red by (he Congress in 

my home stale. But let me SlflglG IH 

tell you that it is ei|ually 

imporiant for others to KSpOllSIDl^ tOT til 
come lorward in Ihc same mtheCongTe 

After all I wa% noi responsibillh of e 

holding the ultimate 
decision'making autho¬ 
rity in all electoral 

matters peruining to UP. Likewi- panymen. Thi 
se, I canix>t even claim credit for the together u> fin 
party’s spectacular return to power in under*privileg 
UP in I9S0. I wa& leading the party in fnmi the Con; 
up then, but the victory ha.s been maini y for us lo anaJy 
aiiribued to the dynamic leadership angry with us. 
Mrs Indira Gandhi. What can I do if 
some people have made it a habii of crili* Q: What pn 

vising me. even for anions and deci* your mind foi 
sions that were not mine ? tioRs of the u 


developed areas. Morciwer. there is a 
need fur speedy and proper implemcnta' 
linn of ihc various developmental 
schemes, 

Q; W hnt about the .steps needed to 
win hack (he mirtorilk?;? 

As This can be done by concrete actions 
and iK>i mere lip service. Wc inuvi make 
I hem under si and that the Congress At me 
can light the ct)mmunai forces and ihui it 
IS commit Ic'd lu ensuring the proiectiiin 
of their religioiis convictions arid ccimtv 
ink benefits. 

Wc must admit our mislakcs and con¬ 
vince them that the mrsiukcs <»f the past 
__ would noi be repeated. 

i}i Why in (he CVingrcu 
Iname^stoday? 

H| A: 1 think il would be 

Zv wrong to say that there is 

any mess in our puny 
|Ba ^ Yes. there arc some pro*> 
JUUnI blems. which is largely 
becau.se of i he kalcidosco- 
pe of pc<»plc With diflc- 
a*nt lemperuments in the 
party Somebody is short- 
tempered, Mimehnly is 
i hot-tetnpered, while 

■|^ I some withers ure cord. 

I headed Somciimcs, such 
fm CM ^ person may be lu^rded 
B as a frozen pcrsoimlity 


"No sinpe individual can be held 
responsible for the present state of affairs 
in the Confess. H is the collective 
responsibilih of everyone at the helm of the 

party" 


Q: Dock (ho C<mgrcK.s 
have such frozen 
personaliticb? 

A: There might be. But 
beneath the frozen exic- 
rior. there is often a volca¬ 
no of irrcprcssihle 
leelings. 


Q: Would you comlder It nccessnry 
for (he party leaderihip to step down 
If It fails lo deliver the goods? 

A: Leaden of all ciiablishcd democratic 
political parties in differen; parts of the 
^orld have done so. 


Q: Perhaps you are 

party men. Then we must put our beads erupting like a volcano... 
together u> find out why the poor and (he A: I am not crupti ng and if anyone fee I s 
under-privileged have been aJienaied like that. 1 think it is his misconception. 
frtMTi the Congress. It is also importani Perhaps, they ha c not seen me funciio- 
for us lo analyse wliy the mimirititfs arc ning m the Oppttsiijor. However. I do 
angry with us. not believe in being a volcano that erupts 

fava. Whatever energy 1 have will be 
Q: WhAt propoxak do you have in directed towards consiruciive and devc- 
your mind for winning back th««c«ec- lopmcniul works, which has been my 
tioRS of the population? forte. 

A: As far as the poor and the under¬ 
privileged are concerned, there is a need Q: What is your future course (it 
to ensure that (he henefits of ihc rcccni action? 

economic reforms inckkd down lo the At I will never do anything that might 
gfsjwrswis level. Besides, we will have cause any kind ofharmio the party. • 

10 reduce the Increasing imhalanccs hcl- JofarWairarfky Mraf 
ween the ctniniry's developed and under- Chstf^n/imckmw 
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Inside the cigarette war: what really happened 
in the BAT-ITC tussle 




I I wav ifw day after ITC's extraordinary general meeting (tOM) in 
Calcutta. K rishim Lai Chugh had juvi come inio his wiKKl-pancllcc 
office in Virginia > louse. He had dcclaied (he result of the voting 
to special m.soluiion number two in the KGM that will enable IIX' 
to enter into the power sccti>r. And he had lost il. 

British American Tobacco Industries (BAT), holding ? 1.7 percent of 
!TC*s equity. hi»d called a vote after its nominee on the ITC bouid, 
regional dimctiv Norman Davis, had been pievenied from making a 
siateinent to shareholders at the HGM. 

The statenwni. later distributed to the press, repeated allegations of 
financial irregularilies against Cbugh. reiterated a no-confidence against 
him and declared lhat while it wasn't per jre against ITC entering power, 
it didn't want Chugh there when il happened. 

ITC needed 7 5 per cen i of the votes to wi n. I n the eve ni, .^5.7 per cen i 
of the shareholders pol led for t he resol u t ion a nd 31.71 per cen 1 (the c x act 
amoum of BATs equity in ITC) gainst. The arithmetic was clear from 
before. B ut to Chugh. i t sti 11 ntatiered lhat h e had n' i wo n al I the way. 

What were Chugh*8 plans now lhat the voting had gone against? He 
didn't answer that right away, and walking to his private office, he sat at i 
large table, asked his secretary fora cigarette, and was still making up hi^ 
mind about what to say when N. Sitaroman. ITC's legal head, intcrvcncc 
to ask what the question was. 


ITC, estabtishefl by BAT in 
1910, had never faced 
such a crisis. And K.L. 
Chugh was the oniy one of 
its chairmen to be 
puiled down in pubiic by its iargest 
sharehoider 










COftPOHAie AFFAIRS 



Chugh told and Sitaramon went into 
legate.^. He said TTC would explore 
ways to get into power. Apparently, the 
department of company affairs is being 
moved by ITC to help n through this. 
Then. Sunday asked Chugh uhout 
Davis' allegation that he was prevented 
from ask ing f( >r a pol I for the fi rsi resol 
tion to change ITC's ntcmoranduin of 
association to enter into power and til her 
sectors. 

He didn't answer that right away 
eiiher. Then, he said carefully. ‘The rcso< 
lotion was proposed, second and ope¬ 
ned for questions. All this went on for 
one hour. Iltereafier, shareholders were 
asked to raise their hands in favour and 
later against, if any. and the rewlutiivi 
was declared pas.sed by a requisiie majo¬ 


rity. Mr Davis then told me Choi he wan- 
led to read a statement and I said that oiw 
hour had been given fr^ that and that the 
time for reading the sutemeni was over. 
At no stage did he say he warned a poll.” 

What had he 10 say to the fact that 
when he had asked for a confidence vote 
for himself ai the board rr^eting that 
look place after the HGM. os many as 
five 4^ nX*'s ten eioxulivc dirccitK^ 
Iwhtch includes Chugh) had remained 
silent? 

"I said before that all of usonihe hoard 
had taken a decisiun not to lei out 
anything lhai happened on it to the 
press." he said. *f would still go hy that, 
except ihai I sec Norman giving out 
things. So I'll sei ii straight, I didn't ask 
fora vote of cunfidence as such. Bui yes. 


T hings weren't okay t>n the other side 
loo. Norman Davts. who looks after 
BAT'x Africa and India interests anc is 
its pniduction and distribution chief :or 
the world, was chain-smoking in his 
Oberoi Grand room, refusing mosi calls 
and was clearly upset about the happe¬ 
nings of the day before. 

He insisted that he was prcvei^tcd 
from speaking at ihe KGM. He had just 
then gut off the line from M.L. Bhukiu of 
Kanga & Company, sulicilors for Rcii* 
ance and Shaw Wallace, who was hel¬ 
ping him have (he EGM annulled. 
Davi.s* Indian associates were trying to 
procure video-tapes of the EGM to 
prove this to courts and the department 
o( company affaii^. 

The oUrer thing Davis was upset 
about was the manner in which Indian 
fmancial institutions (Hs) holding 
M,06 per cent of ITC's shares had sided 
with Chugh against the promoter. 


T o ITC's smaU shareholders K.L. 

Chugh is a beo. This is largely 
because of the good mulLs that dK 
company hu shown under him. But 
are these quite as good as they are 
made out to be? And couldn 't they 
have been befier? 

Profit before taxes for 1993-94 
was Rs 350 crore. For 1994-95, this 
is Rs 400aore. On the face of it. 
there's a clear Rs 50 crore jump. Bui 
in fact, the second figure has got 

by adding Rs 65 crore that ITC ha.s 
fMe from selling real estate or 
doing deals in it If you take out 
profits real estate, then profit 

before (ax is Rs 335 crore. 

This means that ITC's profiu have 
come down from the kvel of 
1993-94. 


"Bui DO one will talk about Bus.* 
sakJ ^lourccs. The (rouble is ilui 
BAT. unlike some stiqHd 
shareholders, is asking why ihi s ha.v 
happerred.' And ii seems clear why ii 
has. 

rre as always has performed 
splendidly in selling cigarertes and 
hotel rooms. One esiimaie is that 
from thne alone, ITC's profiu 
would be 150 per cent "But you have 
all the od)er non-tobacco, non-brael 
businesses pulling you down,* said 
an rre manager. 

The (ffoblem is that with 
liberalisation, more cigareite 
compuAks will come. 

ITC sells (he most ccgvenes, Bui 
it has not been able to increase Uie 
size of the markee even being in that 
position. Jusi now. 200 million 
j Indians consume tobacco. Of Owse, 

I 25 millioa smoke cigareues. ITC 
I gels ever-rising prcifiis from rttsing 
I prices in cigareoes. Some feel that in 
i a liberalised market, (his is a sure 
i recipe/or disastfr. 

1 obacco men in rre say (hai 
while Chugh understands all llklt, be 
somehow feeb inadequate being 
known as a cigareOe-maker. The vast 
divenification thai has taken place in 
his tenure points to dutf. maittgen 
say Only, mstead of doing his PR 
any betier, these tc^onking 
businesses are spoiKng ITC's 
bottomlinei. 


three exccuiivc directors kepi silem. 
And (WO said that they would work for 
100 per cent of ihc shareholders.) would 
lake lhal as ^uppon frv me." 

By Ihc week's end. however, no one 
was very sure w hol ii> make of the many 
things lhal were going on and being said 
m ai^ outside rrc. 

Bui one thing was clear. The compa¬ 
ny. esiaMished by BAT in 1910, hod 
never faced such a criiriit. And K.L. 
Chugh was the tmly one of its chairmen 
10 be pulled down in public by its Urgesi 
shareholder. 
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pr#M confAWWA In Caloittn 

Chugh h^ftd mei BAT's CEO. Martin 
Broughton, in London one-to-one last 
lortnighi and Chugh had been ^>ktd io 
rcvign, 

Chugh said he would reply the next 
day, the n didn* i. came to 1 ndi a. unt 1 1 ano¬ 
ther BAT man on the ITC board. 
Richard Pilbeam. landed at Chugh’s 
21 Golf Links Iwngalow in Delhi on 
Wednesday. 22 Manrh. at 4.30 pm. and 
asked for his resignation by 5 pm. 

Neat day. BAT's ham-handed way of 
gelling Chub's resignation was on the 
from pages of the dailies all over Indta. 
And at a press conference Chugh called 
in Delhi, he went public about his diffe¬ 
rences with BAT. Before it blew up this 
way. Nomian Davis says that he had 
spt^en to heads of two of the Fla with 
ITC stake. UTTa S.A. Dave and IDBI’s 
S.H. Khan, in Bombay. 

He says that they told him (hat they 
would support good management. ITC. 
under Chu^, had shown good results 
and it seemed clear how the FIs would 
go vis-a-vis Chugh. But Da via. anried 
with dossiers about financial irregulari¬ 
ties in PTC uruler Chugh. made one other 
attempt to convince the FIs against 
Chugh. 

*1 met alt the FI chiefs in the buromo- 
ney conference in New Delhi," says 
Davis, "but I couldn't work out a mee¬ 
ting. They all said they were leaving." 
Despite this clear lack of backing. ^1- 
beam pressured Chugh to go and Chugh 
went 10 the press instead. 

But more wu to happen. On the night 


before the bGM. on 23 March, the FIs 
nominaied (wo mue meinbens on the 
nX' Nuird — BommJcv Sen of UT| und 
S.K Mukheiyec of ICICI —taking their 
sirength up to five. ITC inanagcrN claim 
ignorance of it until Ihey were intimated 
of the appointments formally, but Davis 
isn't so sure. 

Then, at (he board meeting after the 
EGM. the increased FI presence worked 
to Chugh's advantage. When Chugh 
asked to be shown confidence, a rude 
headcount showed (hat ten were for him. 
There is confusion about the numbers 
againR. But if you take out the two new 
R nominees ar^ Oiugh. only seven sup¬ 
ported him obviously. Three of them are 
from FIs. So. in fact, only four of the 
nine remaining executive directors sup¬ 


ported Chugh. But because of the new 
inductions, the numbers looked good for 
Chugh. 

But (hat wasn't all of Davis' com¬ 
plaint , "So far," he said. "in both the Tutj 
Steel and Shaw Wallace affairs, the FIs 
wtrv neutral. Now, they have (;tkcn 
sides against the pnKnoter. India is libe¬ 
ralising and surdy someone ought to 
explain what's going on " 

Right through the meeting, that was 
his big grouse. The Tata Steel crisis 
arose after a battle between the then 
chairman Russi Mody and promoter 
Ratan Tata over control of the company. 
Modi went up to the Prime Mini.ster for 
siqjpon but didn't get it. In the Shaw 
Wallace case, the FIs let the Chhabrias 
take over from S.P. Acharyu. "Why was 
an exception hei ng made of ITC?' Duv is 
asked. 

T hat (juestion is the hardest to answer. 

Tiiw is Confusion about when the 
trouble began leading up to rM>w, how 
and why. Most think it started with Nor¬ 
man Davis' visit to India in u delegation 
with Britain's Prime Minister John 
Major in January IW. He then met Pru- 
nab Mukherjoe in commerce, who sug¬ 
gested that BAT should formally apply 
lu raise ilsstake in ITC to 51 percent. 

ITC was fivmcrly the Imperial Tobac¬ 
co Company and ahead of the FERA 
(Foreign Exchange Regulation Act) 
laws. BAT reduced its stake in it from 95 
per cent to 40 per cent. In 1982. after it 
didn't invesi in ITC's Rs 30 crore con¬ 
vertible debenture, its share came down. 
It also didn't invest in ITC's Euroissue 
in October 1993. and all of that reduced 
its share to its present level. 

BAT'S earlier disinterest was because 
of the licence-permit-quota raj« Liberal i- 


"$o far, in both the Tata 
Steel and Shaw Wallace 
affairs, the FIs were 
neutral. Now, they have 
taken sides against the 
promoter. India is liberalising and surety 
someone ought to explain whaf s going 
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%uUyn gave it a role ii rhtmghi. In April 
tliui year. Davi» wrtKe lo Chugh asking 
for help in raising ihe stake and to depute 
(WO nianagCfN tor ibis. Davis vatled the 
pixijcci Trout". Cilihank cutled in 
(0 work out ways, and Chugh. prumi* 
sing full support for the project in a 
rcium teller, also assigned ITC's finance 
chief }‘ero7< Vevaina and Devangeri P. 
Naganand loii. 

Then things sturtcd going wrtmg. 
BAT is only a lobacw and financial set* 
vices company, li wasn'i keen to invest 
in ITCit non*tohMCO or noit*nndneiat 
services operurioris, )i worked out a plan 
whereby ITC's tobacco and money opc' 
rations would be separated from the rest, 
in which ii woukl mve$(lora5tDcr ccnl 
stake. Bui BAl discovered it had (o pay 
huge taxes, something over 200-.1Ut mil¬ 
lion pounds. The idea was dropped. 

Meanwhile. Chugh loo had deveto* 
ped other ideas. The man who promi««d 
"our fuiicsi support" now told the press 
(hut BAT would gain 5i percent 'over 
my dead body", Niirman Davis is now* 
pui:zJed why Chugh did the (umarounJ. 
From B AT’s point of vie w. they weren ’ t 
even looking for 5t percent. So why alt 
thisjingoism? 

N ow you get into grey area.s. ITC 
managers say that the nationalism 
was ail a cover. They allege that things 
started going wrong in the company 
under Chugh. These were initially to do 
with ITC's international (reding opera¬ 
tions. but the rot started spreading to the 
tobacco and hotel divisions and even to 
ITC Dhadrachalam's workings. 

There were allegations of kickback.s 
in exports and imports, in the import of 
capiul goods for cigarette and paper- 
hoard making and in Ihe private place¬ 
ment of ITC ODRs. Insider trading, too. 
was reported though Chugh had a circu* 

2 ““ 



lar out ih^ maruigcrs oughtn't to filay 
the market for certain crucial months, 
BAT seems to have been in cm all 
these fairl y early. The focus of i nvcsl iga* 
ri<m w as on two New jefsey-hased com¬ 
panies. F5T Fibres Inc and Sunny 
Trading Inc. prumnied by father and stw 
Suresh and Dtvang Chiialia. One lias 
long been invedved in irading in such 
comnMxJities as rice, coffee, cashew and 


paper to Bhadruchalam, 

A study uf these companies by Dun & 
Bradsircct International, the world* 
renowned credit rating company, in 
January this year, leaves ITC with much 
explaining to du. F5T Fibres' net worth. 
f<v instance, is $72,000. But its recciva- 
Ncs are a Hiaggcring $12 million. 

In April. I9V4, Chugh hud asked 
G.K.P. Rcddi. un executive director and 
head of the iuieniaiional business divi- 


soon with ITC. Thcoihcr supplies waste-1 head of the mientaiional K 

Yogi Pnvonliivar ttw taft In ITC 4a tMt bn hna got ambkvnlont nboul 
Cbogri In ttm Innt fnw gnya 
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N THE ITC DRAMA 



MMMOMmR 


Sion. u> resign hucuusa of u loss of Rs 50 
crorc in rice CK ports These v^crchcudcJ 
for Sh Uinku but when. Jt the Iasi 
monipni. the orJer lell ihitmgh. these 
were divericJ. "TIu' f'hiiahas were 
involved in this ininN<K'iion." s;i> ITC 
scHirees, 'hui only Rcddi was asked u> 
go. The business with ihe Chiialias i< 
going on ns usual" 

In November IW. during a board 
meeting. Chugh sought lo replace Rcddi 
and unoihci CJseLUtive director. Ashi>k 
Bhnha. who be was not getting akmg 
wiUi. with Knimil Rajniuith and Mukesh 
Pulla. Bhuiia had by then heen mtived 
out of hotels, which hod done wonderful* 
ly under him, to power. And another cm* 
euiive director, Saurahh Misra. a sucecs* 
sful tobacco man, was shifted to the new 
fosKis divisioc). Cliugh wanted Ihc 
November NtarJ meeting to approve all 
this. 

Hut betore the niceling could begin. 
Duvjs and Piibcam had Chugh in in his 
chamber. And by the end of it, the new 
appointments weren't put up to the 
tKkdrd. though Chugh .succeeded with 
his reshuffle. Bui there wils no agrte- 
cxwni on a BAT propoul to have a nomi* 
nations committee of the senioi most exe* 
cutive director and the non<xccutive 
direciors to vet all future appoiriimenis 
to the board. 

Yogi Deveshwar. who had been on 
lien to Air India, had by then bargained 
with BAT and got the number two job of 
vice-chairman in ITC. Chugh wanted 
Deveshwar in the nominalHin.s commit* 
lee but BAT wouldn't have any of ii. 
Now. BAT'S battle with Chugh was out 
in the open. 

After that, the press look up the war. 
Martin Broughton, BAT's CEO, 
accused Chugh in London of having a 
divided team and demanded his resigna¬ 
tion. Back in Delhi. Chugh put up a 


brave martyred face and charged BAT 
with creating tnvuMe in ihe bua^. 

W l lai now ? B AT’ ^ «megy is lo stop 
Chugh every pun of the way. At 
the time if going to press, Bhnkia of 
Kanga At Company was preparing u> 
i^iproDch the department ctmipany 
aR'airs lo annul the ECM on the ground 
that Davis was Mopped from speaking. 

"I dkJn’i expect I had to have nigby* 
playing skills,' said Dtvis. 

But the oiher ude is as gung-ho thai 
they will get a go-ahead fiirpower. Also. 
Chugh's strategy seeras to be to reduce | 
HAT'S stake in ITC. Twice before. BAT j 
didn’i pkk up more stake when there 
were chances to. Earlier, there was talk 
of going in for i rights issue. And the 
gamble was that since BAT would have 
tu contribute in it sums pruportiofiaie lo • 
ilN fTC holding, it would hack <^. 

Now. tepons suggest that other plans 
are afoot. One newspaper held that 
Chugh wouldn' i be beyond pursuing the 
Rs to turn their term and other loans lo 
ITC into equity and so reduce BAT's 
share io il. fTC has as much as Rs 130 


lupment Bank of India. Exim Bank, 
Industrial Finance Corporation of India. 
Housing Development Finance Corpora¬ 
tion Limited, the Unit Tiusi of India and 
(he West Bengal Industries Develop¬ 
ment Corporation. 

All of them have a clause where dehl 
can be convened to fquiiy. If this hap¬ 
pens at all. the FIs' stake in ITC would 
ri sc from 34.06 per cent to .^9.45 per cent 
and BAT's would reduce from 31,71 per 
cent to 29.12 per cent. But i % Ch ugh thin¬ 
king on those lirtsV 

Chugh replied, saying. 'It's the 
institutions' prerogative to take the deci¬ 
sion." This way. he was counting out a 
role for himself. But oo the other hand, 
neither was it an ouinght denial. For his 
part, Norman Davis said that he would 
oppose any equity djluli<m this way. 

B ut in the end. how much of all this 
wdl hold up Chugh really? No one 
quite knows. And as the betting goes, 
the odds are down for him. At the board 
meeting after the EGM, an audit commit¬ 
tee was charged with looking into the 
irregularities that BAT had been alle¬ 
ging. It 1 $ a small committee and it looks 


CTore from &uch Rs as Induviritl Deve- 


In April, 1994, Chugh had 
asked Reddi tu resign 
because of a loss of Rs 50 
crore in rice exports. "The 
ChHatias were involved in 
this transaction," say fTC sources, "but 
only Reddi was asked to go " 
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A MAHER OF PERCEPTIONS 


Did Punjabi savvy triumph ovar wuterstaument? 

nere it no agreement OAtttt facts, tti own ease, heteo allowed 

I Are dwre really fmencld lo (teal tbe iitMaivc by cleimiitf that 

regularities in rrC'saccotinti? Is bebadbaea vaiadbyBATs 
Mimuin K.L.Chugh Involved. Rldiard PUbeem ai bU Golf Uda 

>wever peripheraUy. is ebaee residence and a am 30 

rcgulaniies? Have tbeFIsreally irooutes to ittbnt bss redfnabccL 
ireed to back Chu^ against BAT? BAT saysiwidi some 
nd will Cbugh end up Klee Shaw juiUficadoe. dM t» a mytk 

/lUace'sS.P. Acharya--^tstheion Oai^ was asked to ndgn the 
f man who wins the fint few battles prevuuswecklDloDdoo.iaidbe 
jt loses (he war? would think aboot it and then flew 





W)ere it no agreement on the facts, j 
I Are there real Ly fintnclaJ 
irregularities in FTC's accotinti? Is 
ebairman K.L.Chugh Involved, 
however peripheraUy.ifi (base i 
Irrcgulahlies? Have (te Flaraally 
agreed 10 back Chu^ against BAT? ' 
And will Chugh end up Kke Shaw 
Wallace's S.P. Acharya--^ts the son ^ 
of man who wins the fint few battles 
but loses (he war? 

But ihere is agreeroMi 
over the perceptions. As 
(he dust settled over the 
fTC-BAT bank last 
week, most people 
believed That K.L.Chugh 
had won. that B AT s 
Norman Davis had flowo 
back. his tai I between his 
legs, and thatChugb was 
in (he right. 

Others who claim (o be 
more clued in were 
dismissive of these 
instant judgements but 
few could deny that in (he 
battle for the heans and 
minds of lay people. ITC 
had kncck^ out BAT in 
the first few minutes of the 
first round. 

PuUy. this is B AT s own fidt. 
Twugh the tt^Acco mulonaticeud 
flew \D the legendary spin doctor 
Tony Good frofii Umdon. he was too 
late to ionuence public peacepcions. 
And though Good* s Indsan public 
relattocu sfliliaie handled the BAT 
account, there is wideipread 
agreemeot (hat it made an abmgbcy 
mess of BATs case. 

P(rii^»GoodReIstioQS<lBdia) . 
was hamstrung by BAT s Own 
ineptitude. Any oaubbutioqal 
sedkiog to diskid^ the popular ' 
chaiirnwtofaau^lodJauxanpa^ , 
nust ftfit pn^aie tite^ooH fbHtt 
scstons. 

A weil-cocedatatwfy^.' •• 

appear some we^ bcfaid ttH 
Not only didBATM 
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bock to India without le^mdiflg. 
TBshxnosiieQce IdtPAean wiib 
DO option but to deliver Us 
uldnatsst. 

Given ^ bi^ground. it seems 
extraordifiary that BAT had not done 
acre PR groiBdworfc befbee the 
EOM. TTC has a PR aetworic of its 
own and has cultivatedJouBaUss 
over decades, ft alao leoioad the 
services ^Oil^ OKaDip's savvy 
pubBc relatibBs eensoltiney. Petfes 
Tt 1 1 . in hfiTp F?inf fai^rahTf 

■ 
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like it will dredge up all the din on TTC 
in the three months' time given to it. 

“Geverly. BAT has not alleged 
anything personal against Chugb but 
as^ him to go on the principle that the 
buck finally stops with the top guy." said 
an rrc manager, 

The other problem for Chugh is the 
composition of the board itself. At its 
last meeting, the divisions were appa¬ 
rent. The sequcTKe. gathered from five 
sources, was something like (his. Chugh 
began the meeting asking for a son of 
show of CMfidence. BAT's Richard Pil* 
beam intervened. 

He said that according to company 
law. voting could take pi ace onl y on a no* 
confidence resolution and there wasn't 
any taken up. Then Sharma of the audit 
comcnince. gave a speech glorifying 
Chugh's achievemenis, l>ie four other 
FE nominees were more tempered in fvai* 
sing him. Then. R. K. Kulty, another e xc« 
cutive director, said that he supported 
Chugh in his resolution, R.P. Agrawal, 
also an executive director, seconded 
him. Yogi Deveshwai spoke aficr them 
in Chugh's favour. 

All Hveoihcr executive directors. Sau* 
raMi Misra. Ashok Bhalta. Ferore Vevai- 
na, Biswadev Mitter and G.K.P. Reddi 
kept quiet. Then. Deveshwar said (hut 
they all hod to work to give u "healing 
touch" to ITC Vevaina supponed Ibis 
and then Mitter said that he would rather 
work for the 100 per cent shareholders 
, Chugh took Vevaina and Mitter’s state* 
I meats as suppdfl for him. ignoring (heir 
^ silence with (he other three before. 

Anyway, at ITC. there is scepticism 
about how long Chugh can carry on like 
this. Said a senior manager. "Any corpo¬ 
ration where decisitms are taken hy 
voting is finished.'' And much is being 
made of a dinner that Deveshwar had 
with Davis after the messy EGM and 
board meeting. Deveshwar couldn’t be 
reached for his comment. But the talk in 
ITC is (hat he has got ambivalent about 
Chugh in the last few days. 

Maybe, that is why at ITC they are wri¬ 
ting off Deveshwar as a possible succes¬ 
sor to Chugh. One of his aides, in a 
moment of candour, admitted. "We 

wish he had never left FFC. Now. it has 
become very difficult for him/' 
However chat be. Chugh isn’t in a hap¬ 
pier position himself. He looks like a fa* 
chon head. And all the success of ITC, 
so far. has been because of its great team 
ofmanagm. » 









Mr Clean comes to rule 


New Kerala chief minister A.K. Antony promises fair administration 




t was a smooth take*over by A.K. 
Anicmy from K. Kurunakaran as ih« 
chid minister of Kerala, l>iis is the 
second lime Antony is taking over as ihe 
CM troni Kanjndkar«m under not- 
so-hiippy circumstances. 

The first lime he did was in 1977. 
when Kurunakurdn had to stq} d<iwn 
because uf court stnciurcs in ihe infa* 
nious Raj an case. During the liniergcn- 
cy. Rajun. an engineering student with 
Nuxulitc leanings ut CalicuU bad disap* 
jx^ared wiihnui a mux. The pi>lice 
denied any knowledge ol' 
his wlx'nxiIxMits, hut it 
. was iillegcil tinii Rujiin 
I had. ill fac t, died in tHilice 
CLisUnly 

, And I;k| rnonih, Kniv- 
k naknrun was hoiinckui niii 
by n sec I ion nt his ONsn 
|\irt VI lien < 1 1 sene hanted 
with his leaitership. 

Ahhtuigh lie is snurinig 
lioin this luiniiliaiiiMi, his 
esii .seems to mark a refie- 
siilng change in Kcnda 
polities and is ex peeled lo 
iinpnoe the pn^pvcis ol 
the United DeiiiiKTatie 
I'roni (01)11 in the next 
Assembly c lee til ms. 

Kiiivnukanni, in the 
mean I one. has ioe<KK'ikxl 
himscir lo the loss 


being described as a courtesy call. The 
ageing Marxist wasn't expecting such a 
gesture and was clearly <»verwbelmcd 

A man who is known lo relimiuish 
office ol the drop of u hut. Aniimy's 
main asset is his clean image. The press 
has gone to lown on hiv spartan lifestyle 
which is in striking contrast to his prvl^ 
ces.sor's regal ways. 

Antony says tiul he wcxikl like lo stay 
on at the I wo-bednxim house he owns in 
unarrowTrivarxIruinlane Thespcctacu* 
lar white Mercede/ t)f the fonner chief 


When asked about the presence o 
such tainted ministers — including on 
facing a vigilance enquiry' — in his ncs 
Cabiuct. Antony said that one shouldn' 
expect "rcvoluiionary changes*', hav 
my limitations. But every effort woul 
he made to provide a go^ administra 
non.'* he assured. 

Also, there were whispent ofdisapprc 
val over the inclusion iif M.V. Ragha 
van, a former C‘PI(M) leader and one u 
Karunakaran's staunchest supporters, i 
the new Cabinet. M.V. Raghavan* 



"Ido not expect 
everyone to emulate 
my simple lifestyle. I 
cannot even exp^ my 
son (o follow in my 
footsteps," says chief 
minister A.K, Antony 


of office. 

'I'hough Antony is aware of his rival's 
mischief potential, he has gone out of his 
way to aecoiiiiruidutc the fi»nticr chief 
nunislerand his men. 

Last fonnighi. when Kiirunakuran 
was 10 Delhi, Antony directed the offi¬ 
cers at Kerala House lo provide the fir¬ 
mer chief minister with his lavouritc 
VIP suilc. And thtnjgh Karunakaran is 
planning tu shifi to his own bouse in Tri* 
vandrum, A niony hasn' I shown any dosi¬ 
n' to i7i(>vc into Clifl Hahjsc, the chief 
minisier's official residence. True lo his 
Gandhi an idcalx, Antony refuses to sun 
a witch'hunt against Kanmakaran and 
bis followers. 

1he press and the Opposition have 
welcomed Antony, He went io meet the 
veteran C PI (M i Icudc r, E. M. S. Namboo* 
diripad, ui his hon^. a mcciing that is 


minister has been a*fd4Avd by a nxidesl 
Ambassador Anuxiy would ai!x> like to 
lunch at Ihe slate secretarial canteen. But 
it's purely hi« prisoie hfc. "I do not 
expect cscryunc lo emulate my simple 
lifestyle. 1 caiinm even expect my saw lo 
follow in my footsteps.** says the new 
chief minister. 

In fact, his govenuneni's first deci* 
sion after prvscnliiig a surplus budget 
wus to cut wasU'ful expenditure. A ptx^r 
state like Kcrulacan ill afft>rd profligate 
nding. f«xls Antony. 

At the same (into, ibc tasks confron* 
ling him are formidaMc. to say the least. 
Some of his coalition partners an* 
known to have dubious records of cor* 
rupiKin and inefficiency. Mow will Amo 
ny tui'kie these parties and their overly 
sensitive leadeo whis engineered Karu* 
nakjraii's fall*.' 


Marxist Communist Parly of India wa* 
the only UDH constituent that remuinet 
loyal u> Karunakorun till the end. 


The Democratic Youth federation o 
India, Ibc CPKMl's youth wing, hat 
demanded Rughavan's removal ever 
during Karunakaran's time. A murdc. 
case was registered against him an< 
some police offreers following the kil 
ling of a CiXjplc of Marxist aciivi.sis ii 
last year’s Kooihuparamba firing. 


Sources close to Antony say tha 
Raghavan has been allowed to coniinu* 
as a minisier keeping his security ii 
mind. According to AnK^ny's sup 
porters, Kaghavan'.s inclusion leslifin 
to the new government's "give-und'iuki 
approach'*. » 
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POWER PLAY 


s 

RAJIV SHUKLA 

-------^ 


Seshan and Swamy 


Why have the two fallen out? 


ft has become u 
r;ishion these days 
to critici^ chief 
ejection commiv- 
sioner (CECJ T.N. 
-Seshan. Former 
Union minisicr 
und ianutu Pany 
Iciidcr DrSuhriiiiid- 
niam Swamy has 
alkgcd that Seshan had accepted u dia* 
mond nng trocn giniman Chandra 
Swami. Former Prime Minister V.P, 
Singh loses no opp<irtu- 
niiy 10 abuse the CFC. 

And Left Front and Jana* 
ta Dal MPs are gunning l.* '*' 

for Seshan in Parliament ilt^ 

over the repealed pi^ipiv 
nemeni of polls in Bihar, 

Some Congr&s) lcadcr>. & 

too, have joined in the ^ 

chorus of protests. 

Bui what is it ihat has 
made Seshan so unpopu¬ 
lar? In my view, his, 
only fault is ihui he » I 
trying to enforce clecto- | 
ra] discipline and ills true | 
that itomeiimes, he does | 
e aceed hi s brie f of office. ^ L— -- • 

But it is certainly ridiculous that 
Swamy should make '^uch wild charges 
without producing a shred of evidence. 
After all, which politician didn't accept 
favours from Chandra Swami ? The Jana¬ 
ta Party leader himseh' 's very close to 
the controversial godmun and the k.s\ 
said about the frieiKl.ship. the better. 
What's more. Swaniy was a great friend 
and admirer of Sc>>han only till recently, i 
Sc. what went wrong? ' 

Seshan's deposition before the Jain I 
Commission, which is enquiring into 
Rajiv Gandhi's ussawination, is i 
important in this context. Apparently, 
Swamy is up.sct with Seshan because of | 
what he had written in his recently- | 
published book. Seshan said that he hod 
sounded the then Printe Minister. > 
Chandra Shekhar, and the then commer¬ 


ce niinislcr, Suhramanian) Swamy. 
about his apprehension over ihe involve¬ 
ment nf certain foreign agencies in Rajiv 
Gandhi's murder. The CKC scans to 
iKdd the view that there were people 
other than the LTTH guerrillas who had 
a hand in Rajiv's assassination. 

Justice Jain must try ami probe this 
theory. .So fur. iIk' ne^le ol suspicion 
points i« > the I .'Il'H. hut i f Seshan' s snspi • 
cum turns out to he Irtie. it will give a 
new lu m to the issue. Maybe, stune agen • 
cy or siHne people were using the Tamil 


guerrillas as a front to hump olT Rajiv 
Gandhi. It is high time the killers of 
Rajiv svere exposed und the people 
knew the truih. 

It> court. Swamy dcsperuiely tried io 
divert the alteniion of JuMicc Jain hy 
posing ifTclevant questions and making 
personal otiacks on T.N, Scshiin. This 
confuseil the ('fit'. One newisp.ipcf hud 
reported ipiiie aptly. "Or Swamy 
freqiK'ntiy imerrupicil Mr Seshan. .Se- 
shan's splendid aplomb was shakenonly 
by Dr Swamy whose ureverent siyle of 




s 
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Subramaniam Swamy (Ml) b 
upset Hith T.N. Seshan because of 
what the CEC wmte in his 
receotiy-pubUsbed book. Se^ 
said that he had souDded the then 
commerce minister, 
Subramaniara Swamy, about his 
apprehensioQ over the 
involvement of certain foreign 
agencies in Rajiv Gandhi^s murder 




_ _.. 

intemsgation was markedly different 
from the respect f u I approach of ths' coun¬ 
sels." h would have been better if 
Swarny was forced in stick to questions 
ihut hod a hearing ihi ibecase. 

Juslice Jam should also enquire uNmt 
the Idler written hy Congress MR Raia- 
ni Ranjan Suhu to the commission over 
his c<invcrsation with $ubramuniam 
Swamy at the Raj Bhavun in Bangalore. 
The commission should also probe (he 
justification behind Swamy presiding 
over a meeting of top intelligence and 
security agencies immediately aPer (he 
a&sussinatkm of Rajiv Gandhi on (he 
night of 21 May. 1901. Only the Prime 
Minister or the home minister is entitled 
to chair such mcdtngs and there seems 
to be a mystery behind the commerce 
minister presiding over the high- 
powered meeting. • 
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For the grain 




A Maharashtra NGO is working to save the traditional varieties of Indian rice 


ave you seen ycllou'. darii 
browTt, brown* red or black rice? 
Have you seen unhusked rice 
grains (hai look like sunflower seeds or 
shaped like lear-drops? At (he Academy 
of Development Science (ADS) in 
Kasheie village, 100 km north of Bom* 
bay, one can find a fascinating variety. 

The ADS is not a particularly hi lech 
place: some of the specimens are picser* 
ved in sheaves in polythene hags, some 
as loose grain In boaes 
locked Inside steel cup* 
boards and some as xian* 
ding crops on (he insli* 
lute's Helds. The acade* 
my aJxo has a germ- 
plum bank of these varie¬ 
ties and maintains a scien¬ 
tific database. 

So far. (he A DS has col - 
lected as many as MX) 
varieties of rice from the 
K<»nkan region of Moha 
rushira alone. The acade¬ 
my estimates that there 
could be a couple of thou¬ 
sand varieties in this 
region. Bui some of them 
may have disappeared 
idr^y. while others 
may be battling for survi¬ 
val in small, remote 
patches tended by far¬ 
mers. One such strain 
jhununa was fouetd by (he institute 
in Palghar. where only one farmer grew 
it on a small patch of land. 

Another strain, brought from t)v 

brink of extinction, is mahadi. Says 
ADS secretary Raju Khedkar. Traditio¬ 
nally considered a medicinal variety, it 
is to TR pabents even now.* It is a 
red-grained rice whose cuNivaiioA has 
been discontinued. This year, the acade¬ 
my distributed nearly 500 kg (tf its seeds 
to farmers and the nee is now being 
grown on 1 5 acres of land. 

The ADS dues not merely cumula¬ 
te a gene pool of rkc. The strain.\. which 
arc collected, are grown and harvested 
and must of ihe seeds are returned to the 
farmers in the region where the strairM 
had been found. The fannerv, in turn, 
replenish the acadetny's stoclLS with a 

•iatSkTF tUTm " ’ 


small portion of their harvest. 

'Wc believe that (he gene pool 
belongs to (he land and (o (he poo(Ac 
who tend it,* says Khedkar. *l( is only 
because the small-time farmer still 
grows these nee varieties that we have 
been able to preserve some of our 
invaluable gcrtetic mMerial. h is only 
fair that he should have free access to 
what he has helped to preserve." 

One wmild ask why (he ADS should 
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^^WetaUmtliaftlie^ 
pool beloqgs to the bMl aod 
to the people iriio tofid it 
They should hm free 
octets to what they hove 
helpedto preserve,** soyt 
AOS secret^ Raju KheiNcor 


persuade farmers to grow tnditiooal 
varieties whh low yields instead of 
modem high-yieldiog varieties 
(H YVs). This is brcau.se of two reasons, 
says Khedkar. Fint. Ihe HWs require 
high doses of eipenrive fertilisers and 
pesticides. 

More impodantly. the HYV seeds 
become wc^ after (he second genera* 


(ion and need U) he replaced. Seeds of 
(he traditional varieties, on tbe other 
hand, have evolved through hundreds of 
ycar^ and remain fertile for generations. 

There are several institutions in India 
which maintain gene pools of rice, llte 
NaiiuruU Bureau of Plant Genetic 
Resources in New Delhi, which is tbe 
guardian of genetic diversity in (he 
ctHintry, collects strains uf various 
crops. The Central Rice Research Insti¬ 


tute in Cuttack, Orissa, has abcHit 20.(XK) 
varieties in its collection. 

But there are about 50.0UO named 
varieties of rice in the country and sub* 
varieties within each strain, peculiar to 
particular types of soil, slope of the land 
and avulab'Uty of water. Some that 
grow at sea-levcl on the coa.sLs. others at 
S.OOO to 9.0CX) feci above sca-levcl near 
(he Himalayan foothills, still others in 
two or three feel of standing water in 
Assam. 

It is not sufficicni, therefore, that tbe 
gene pools be preserved in some central 
labc^ory, where formalities and secre¬ 
cy make them difficult to access. This 
makes it Imponani that wc have centres 
like the AC^, which operate on a lucal 
bmis. • 
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For many people, Naresh Trehan is the finest 
cardiac surgeon in India 


u a man who's juu ma^ 
medicaJ Nansh Trv- 

hau looks pretty cod. The 
48'ycar*(»ld cardiac surgeon 
emerges from the operation 
I theatre where Ik has just concluded a 
procedure called transmyocardiaJ 
revascularisation (TMR) along with the 
more conventional coronary bypass. 
This is the first liinc such a procedure is 
being dime anywhere in South*Last 
Asia. 

But for now. Trehan has other (hirtgs 
on his mind. With an average of eight sur* 
geries a day (not to iiKntion the more 
mundane l^siness of examining paii* 
ents and taking a kxik u 1 admini strati ve 
mailers), cl early, there Is noiimeio hask 
i n the g lory of congratui uiii>n'> 

There will be time for that later. 

Perhaps unwinding with friends at the 
Ghungroo. Or checking out the scene al 
a couple of parties. ()r even, horrors, 
dragging deeply on u cigarette while 
listening to a Bally Sagmi remix of 
Chura IJ\a. 

A heart surgeon smoking? 

A serious doctor partying? 

Surely, thi s ***n *i he happening 


lion invariably is ihe locale of (he latest 
cardiochoTKic seminar: uf course, the 
licket is Bconomy (unless someor<else 
is paying for it). 

In a country where ausierily remains a 
sought* after middle*class virtue and doc* 
tors are supposed lo absent-mindedly 
plod in pursuii of their work. Tmhan 
refuses to conform. 

He's a peifcctionist wiihoul gening 
too heavy on the philosophy of his work. 
And realistic enough In know he's doing 
a damn good job and so deserves a few 


S 


T he thing lo remember about Naresh 
Trehan ^ considered bv manv to be 


I Trehan ^ considered by many to be 
India's finest cardiac surgeon — iv that 
he defies cliches. His colleagues sweat it 
oul over l8*houf days in their various 
hospitals. And go home to 

'unwind* with an armfuUd medical jour 
nals. When if s li me to travel, the dcsti na- 


When Indians came to 
him for expensive surgery 
in the States, Trehan 
asked himself, ‘Why 
can’t we do it in India?’ 
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Dr NaiMti Trehan in h 


luxuries in life. Like a couple of snKtkcs 

a day. 

To be fair. Trchan is not an un abashed 
hedoniM. He’d given up a lot more in 
terms of the gixtd life when he decided 
in 1983 to move back to India from New 
York 10 set up a comprehensive cardiac 
research facility. 

That facility took several years in the 
making. And when it was ready. Naresh 
Trehan proved to the world that India 
could build and run a world•clus.s health 
centre. 

Trehan points oul ihu at Ihe 200-bcd 
P.scon» Heart Insiuulc and Research 
CcniTC, the tnfeclioii rate is only 0.5 per 
cent comparable lo standards any* 
where in the world. The talahly rate in 
coronary bypass is 0 8 per cent and at 0..5 
per cent, (he stroke rate is one of Ihe low¬ 
est anywhere in ihc world. 

Bui the amazing thing about Rscons 
is noi that it was built in the first place, 















but that ^vcn yean after il was built, il 
continues lo maintain (he same stamJar- 
ds of hygiene it established the day it 
was set up. 

L ike most Indian students who end up 
in search of a higher degree In the 
US. Naresh Trehan had every intention 
of reluming to his ciMjniry 's43mc day* 
after completing his studies. 

He had just got an MBBS from King 
Georges* Medical College in [.uckrK>w. 
And fortified wiih his recent marriage to 
ju$t-(hC‘girl*f<iv-ine, Madhu. he arrived 
in New York to become a surgeon. 

I( was and the two new frontters 
in surgery were neurosurgery artd cardie* 
thoracic and va.scular surgery. In Cape 
Town. Soulh African Christian Bam^ 
had carried out a successful heart trartspl* 
ant for the first time In humart hisiory in 
1967 and everyone was talking atenii 
the brave new world of cardiac surgery 


and how il cnuld give patients a new 
lease of life. 

Trchan could have opted for neurosur¬ 
gery. Like cardiac surgery, il is a precise 
scicocc and one (hat vruuld have appeal* 
td to him. But. he says. "Neurosurgery 
is a little morbid. You c^icraie on a man 
with a tumour on his brain and inMcad of 
being half paralysed, he is only <|uartcr 
paralysed. This is mu lo say ihai what 
you've achieved isn't wumJk^ul. hut i( 
doesn't have the same sort of dramatic 
results as hcail surgery." 

And so heart surgery al the New York 
U ni versily Medical Centre, it wa^. Furtu* 
natcly for Trehan. he had the guidance 
of Frank Spencer, a man he describes as 
one of the 'greatest teachers of bean sur¬ 
gery’ aitd his 'prufe&sinnd father*. A fra¬ 
med photograph hearing (he inscription, 
To Naresh. with admimion hkI great 
cxpecuiion* is unr of the rare photo* 
graphs in Trehan*s olTice. 


jrrwx.Mo 

Thai photograph is dated 1990. two' 
years aBer Trahan returned to India — 
presumably making his teacher proud. 

"i found I hat a large number c»f my 
patients in New York had come from 
India. They would end up paying 
S20,OUO to $2S,0(X) for a coronary 
bypass and they all had the same theme. 
*Wc wouldn't have come here but there 
are just no .aciUiics in India'," recalls 
Tre^. "And as I got mure and mure 
cortfidcnl of myself, I said. 'But why 
can*! we do it in India'?" 

The first recce trip was in I9b0. when 
Trvhon cheeked out enisling cardiac 
care facilities in (he country, 'll was 
clear that I would have do start from 
scratch," he says, "I didn't wani lujusl 
get into pnvatc practice because I was 
already making a lot of money in New 
York. What I wanted waa to set up a car¬ 
diac care centre of world standards; do 
research for our people and develop the 
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concqx of cardiac care specifically for 
Indians and finally, train doctors and 
paramedical staff to run such a place * 

Ihc second step was getting the 
money. 

Thi.s was the easy bil. H.P. Nanda. 
chairman of Escorts, showed a willing^ 
ness U) be i n vol ved. and other philantlvo* 
pists — itKluding hrother*in*law Aroon 
Purie of the India Today Group — were 
mady to put their money down on such a 
project 

Predictably, there was the bureaucra* 
tic red-tape to wade through. But once 
the then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
got sold on the concept, a lot of the has¬ 
sles were pushed out of the way. And in 
1988 —- eight year% after he first set his 
dream project in motion — Naresh Tre* 
han finttlly came hiick home. 

T rchan\day at Hscoits uiiiuLlly begins 
at 9 am when he breezes in from his 
home in nearby Friends Colony, 

Once hc*s in through (he main dour, 
it's an unrelenting esercise of juggling 
consultations with surgery. Trchan him* 
self docs only ihc crucial part of cardiac 
surgery, leaving the nitty-gritty u» hia 
colletguev. However, from start to 
finish he 'rrvmiUvN' the procedure in his 
office via a screen that can he hixAed up 
to any of the four operation theatres at 
the institute. 

It is a high-stress joh bui Trehan has 
worlted out just how to deal with it. Par¬ 
tying is fine, but drinking isn‘1. And he 
seldom social ise.s very for from Okhia 
Road where Hscorts is located. And 
never wilhoui his pager. 

He says he's tun^ his body to sis 
hours of sleep. Yoga four limes a week 
U also part of his regimen. And finally, 
in another interview to anewspaper, Tre- 
han had once a*vealcd that *sca every¬ 
day keeps stress at bay’. 

But then Trehon. who’s done some 
12,000 bypa.vi surgeries since 1977. is 
quick to add that he doesn’t find his job 
particularly stressful. Highly per cent of 
the surgery is worked oul in his mind 
before he enters the r^raiion theatre. 
"The remaining 20 per cent you have to 
improvise on when you actu^ly fve the 
siiuarion,* he says. 

With patients pouring in from all over 
(be country sk<. well as the Middle F^sl. 
Soulh-Hist Asia and a few African 
countries -• a trend,that Trchan doesn't 
particularly want to encourage given the 
pressure Irom Indian patients •• job 
satisfaction isn't a problem. 

Whal is. K the sense of lethargy that 


the doctor s^ he eacounim 
everywhere. 

"There is no cxcitcmeni to learn ocw 
things. Everybody wants to get rccogni- 
noo by hook or by crook and that’s it. 
'Hie escitement of progress is not there 
in our blood.* he con^ilains. 

Why then did Eact^ lose out on the 
chance to do the first human hean tms- 
plantin India? 

Over six monihs ago, that honour 
went to P. Venugnpal of the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences. The suc¬ 
cessful transplant was widely puMicised 
as India moved one step forward in medi¬ 
cal xtvancement. 

Treban. however, remains unmoved 
hy the euphoria. Technically, a heart 
transplant is one of the easim things to 
do. It's being dune in places like Algeria 
and Jordan.* he says. 'But you have to 
qucsiUm iL< relevance in a ciiuntry like 
India* 

Trchan*s main objection to a iranspi* 
am is the cost it entails tifter the piticedu- 
re. To ensure that the body docs not 
reject ihe donor's heart, recipients have 
to be meOkated for the rest of their lives: 
ctaighing up a.s much a lakh of rupees 
every year for this 

There arc other questions - do wc 
have a support system ki help the recipi¬ 
ent cope with the severe psychological 
problenw that go along with a heart tran¬ 
splant. for instaK’c? 

"Whal happened alter the first heart 
transplarH?* wonders Trchan. *Nothing 
really. These .stunts don't wurk." 

Hscorts itself has oficn been criticised 
for being too gimmicky with its five-star 


In India, where it’s easy to 
build icons, Trehan gets 
his fair share of adulation 
from patients granted a 
fresh lease of life 
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look lobby done in tiurblc and granite. 
But Trchan is unapologctu: about that. 
Nor does he feel that an institute like 
Hscorts is a misplaced piiority in a coun¬ 
try I hut lad(s basic health care in most 
rural areas. 

*Yihj don’t pul things on hoki 
because srmicihmg else is lacking.” says 
'fa'han. "You have to work on all ends ;ii 
the some time." 

According lo Trchan. .^0 million 
people in Imlia sufl'cr from cardiac tmi* 
Mems. with the number increasing 
every year as urbanisation and stress 
begin to lake their loll. Of these, 
end up having o\Kn heart surgery every 
year. Hut the sod faet is that ulthougli 
sophislieaicd cardiac centres have 
sprung up all over the country, hean sur- 
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gery rciiwinh Iwyoiul ihc incaib of myst 
people in [nJid. 

"WhiM K criminal is iha( ihcfc is no 
pn^f alJocalicw rtfrcM«rccs," say*»Tfc* 
hdn who Joes icn per cent ol his surger 
wv Irve and anojhcf 20 pcrcenr subsidi* 
nC<J. "In Knngulon; and Madras, cardiac 
ccnircs UK inushr<Htniio^. like hanana 
trees and we're overcrowded in «Kne 
areas wUh ntHhing in ochcfs. In a ciMirtfry 

like India, (his waslogcot cvsoufVtfK hi a 

crime.'’ 

I n a couniry like India. ii*s (oo easy lo 
hiiild icons. And Naa'sh Trehon gels 
iiuirx* llun his fair shan: of adubtion 
Irom patients iivcrwhclnied with (heir 
fresh leaseol'lifc ouJe piis.sihK*hy cardi* 
ac sur|*ery. 


’It's only natural that when pet^ are 
in M?rious lAMihlc and you ait trying to 
help them, you Urge an emotional 
hotid that witukin’t exist trherwi'^.*' 
says Tfctan. “But I don’t think dt»ch»rv 
sfMHikl lake ihemsdses umi M.'ri4ius]y., 
I rank Spencer u'^d ui say. *()n any giv¬ 
en day ycHir patients will make you feel 
like G(kl. TKm's i4ay so long as you 
don't begin tohdics'cil ysntfsclf.* “ 

BakIo> his i*wfi down-io-caiih |mit« 

calily. wife Madhu Ta*han — a media 
eclehrity in her own right - and (heir 
two daughters help 1'rvhan FKiiniain a 
sen^ of persptviise. Pluv Ta‘han says, 
he \nci to avoid socialising with <itlier 
J(Vlor%. 

Not (|uiic S) — he was bom on 12 
August $ year hcforc Independence in 


Karachi — this midnighi’s child set pri^ 
vaiisaiiun in oKitum hcl'oiv the rest o\ 
the country woke up k> Manmohan 
Singh's new iruinira. 

At a lime when socialism had ni»i yet 
been dehunkvJ and capital ism was still a 
diny word, he set up an insinution that 
nurrieil commerce with 

prufessionaJism. 

Sceptics mighi sneer ai ihc glos.sy 
itf F.scuns. And kxA askance at 
its aiivondiliimed amhience. Hut for 
thir^ whu admiie him. Tn'han is your 
leisic good guy. A nd one they cun cal I on 
instead of heading foe HoosKki or I .on 
don u» they would have some years 
ago • 
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Thapar-Dupont's ambitious 
project in Goa runs into 
trouble as environmentalists 
and UkqIs put up a spirited 
opposition 


T he wind ofubestrau v itn evne 
cacophemy, drumming on a 
row of abanJoncO comigHicd 
lin ^^hvds at (he site of (he pro 
po&cd 'I'hapv>l>ul^uil nylon 
6,6 plant inOoa. Here, far removed from 
the Glare's famous sun-drenched 
beaches, a sinatl group of villagers and 
eAviroomcnlaJiSls have taken on one i»r 
India's biggest business houses and 
Amcnca’s largest chemicals company, 
and arc s«n (he threshold of victory. 

Ilupur DuPoni Umitcd (TDL), a 
juim venture hetween the 1'hapar 
gmup's Baliarpur Industries and 
DuB«it. the II.S chemicals tooglomcra* 
ic. has been torced to abandon the Mte o! 
its US $2(11 Riillion nyUm 6,6 plant in 
Kerim, an hour's drive from Panaji 


















Perched on a plateau with lakes and 
gurgling ‘;trcamK. the liny village of 
Kenni. near Ponda. nestles urn id plunia* 
tions of cusIh'W, arecu nut, c^witnui ami 
bumhoo groves. Farmers here have trad i • 
iionally practised mulii-^r^^ farming, 
devising iop*enginecring and water- 
harvesting methods to conserve water 
and transform the area into a rich cash- 
crop hell. They are iil roul i hat TOI. ’ s chc- 
miculs pi lint Will have an adverse impact 
on the unspoilt plateau and thrculen their 
existence. 

Sain Singh, managing director of 
1'DL. say« that the nylon 6.6 pro^i is 
"the cleanest, safest nylon plum in the 
world'*. According to vomp«iny oltici 
aS. ihc icchnotogy iise^l \o make nylon 
|H>lymei, which is needed mainly m the 
lyre iiidusir> . is tlie latest uvjituhic and 
di>cs not imolvc Ihc discharge ol carci¬ 
nogenic or toxic wastes. The raw nuicn- 
III s u sed i nc I tide mU pi c aci d and Ik xa nK'- 
thyliiie diamine, Kith of which art' non- 
toxic "Adipic acid is IihkI- grade and is 
ealen every duy hy all fioans wIki eat 
jams and jellies."' ,) coi npany re least* 
says. 

A DuPoiii executive once lold eAV|. 
roiinienialisis in C>o;i iKii the plant was 
‘as sitfe as mixing onmns.indeggs for an 
time leiie, ’ Say s C" lam le AI vnre s, scerei u 
ry of (he Ckm hniiKlaiioii, a ikxi 
governnK'nt organisation wtHking on 
en M 0 )n men i al and deve li fm k'm i.iI 
issocs: "We have no reasim u> trust ilhrm 
when ihcy have lied ihnxigli their teeth 
al every stage. It is um) late, .ind things 
Jiave gone too far hir Tl>t. lo ever enter 
the area again, let alone he allowed lo 
huild I heir pUni there ' 

Alvarcs is amared that a large organi 
saiion like TIM. should indulge in irtegu- 
lahties to acquire land not Ivlongtng in 
it. and at a price lower than what it 
cost the company to huild (he conipcHind 
w;iJI afiiund il 

Thapar-DuPont acquired KX.6' hecta¬ 
res of land thnnigh the Goa Industrial 
IX'vcIopmcm CorfH)ration arwl a tie-up 
with the Oou Hconomic Deveiopment 
Council (F[X*V It was bought for Rs i 
erore. while the tender fix the fencing 
around it was over R.s 1,5 crorc. The 
HOC he Id a 26 per cent sutke i n the com¬ 
pany. which is now down to tlve per ccnl 
hdlowmg liherahsaluHt. 

Alvarcs points out that the land origi¬ 
nally belonged to tJtc panehayai, in’ cont* 
mimidade. as it U called in Goa. With 
the recent constitutional 'imendineni in 
I he Panctuyai Act. the panehayais ihiw 
have full planning powers lix areas 


within their jurisdktton, and factories 
need speciid permissions. The new* laws 
will allow pcirnoncrs in die state to chal¬ 
lenge the acquisrtion. "TDI. has siolaicd 
the law and cannot claim conipsmsation 
hir the land m then pi open y," says 
Alvaxcs. 

AlvoA's’ hook. t/;ruij/rrfv/ Cw’sS 
CiMuix \'er\u\ p.iiuslakingl> 


dueunK'nts these irregul.tniics arnl 
weighs Ihc plant’s dciniiieiital loipael 
on cnvinmnKMil The anti-nyhtn 6.6 
lobby has a letter whkh vecnitngly csta- 
Mishes ihat TDI. had tried lo ImN' Ihe 
local authorities to augment the <kuly 
water sujipl) to (he site (rotn i.VMl cubic 
meircs to 5.0it0 cubic metre.s. l.i 
Col A.I.. (\xitis. an offhvr hascJ in 
Goa. wrote to N. Kawal. deputy rtuuui- 
ger (accountsI at Ballarpur Industries. 
New Delhi, on 10 Juix. 1904. 
requesting a 'ikmoiinn of Rs 25.{VN)*’ tii 
"'sponsor" a meal hx a P\^ D convcniimi. 
so that Ihe chief engttkx'r couM surKtion 
double the volunx ol water the eoiit^M 
ny had originally applied h v 

"TDI. officials have s,iid that ihe 
water they spew out frimi ihcirplam will 
he ele;iner ihan what they take m.** says 


Kumlakar Sadhale. an arsliiteei m Pond a 
and founder of Ninnal Vishwa. Goa's 
oldest environmental orgunis.iiion. ' But 
wc are rue f<v i|s.' he adds, 

Ksiplc are .dso derisive of TDl.'s 
claim Ihat il svill plum moa'oahards in 
an area which is already lull of them. 
"Wc don't iHH'd TDI. to tell us lu»w ii> < 
pi .ml invs (lojRs have Kvn planting \ 


trees and txchards Ua ceniunes, " says 
Alvares, 

His h<K»k carries a report hy a corn* 
miloe eonsi$iuied in I99(i by the state 
legislature lo examine the acquisition of 
lamJ hx dx |xi ,ec( and its environmen¬ 
tal and economic impact. The 
afgunxnis iiflercd hy Thapar-DuPont 
are basal DuPoiil's experience 9i j 
its Richmond plant in the US, "The: 
report has c<>ncludcxl that Goa and nylon | 
6.6 arc incompaliblc,“ says Alvares i 
"Fither, oix musi go away or the other I 
must die" I 

Now, (lx ('oiigressti) govemment ol 
chiel minister Prat ups nih Rune, has heeii 
tixccd into an cmhairasscd silence, 
while sen lot TDI. ofUcials urv working 
overtime 10 decide in which state to lelo- 
cate the plant Rarie was res|x»nsjhle lorj 
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KamlakarSadhalt 


"TDiofflelala 
have said that 
tha water they 
spew oat from 
their plant will 
be cleaner than 
what they take 
in. But we are 
not fools'* 


Dattaram Dssai 


"We were 
blindfolded, 
stripped and 
beaten {on 23 
JanuaorJ. Then, 
we were taken 
to the dug^p 
road and asked 
to fill it up with 
mud" 



•UHWT? 





bringing the project to Goa during an 
earlier term in ilw mid* 1980s. He now 
tells journalists that it is up to TDL to 
convince people ihai it should be 
allowed to buiUI the plant 

O fficials dco)' that they have given 
up un G(sa as an option, but say that 
they are holding talks with states like 
Karnataka. Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, 
Uttar' Pradesh and Orissa. 'This is titc 
time to slow down and pause and rtflcci 
and we are indeed pausing and reHec* 
ting." says Irvin Lipp. DuPsmt'seommu* 
nicaiitms head. The plant is scheduled to 
go onstream by 1997, and the company 
is keen to stick to its ctanmitmenis 
HnvironmenUilists uy that TDL has 
consistently misled the government as 
well as the people. Their biggest con* 
cem is that DuPont of 
US, despite its self'image 
as an environment- 
conscious compuny. has 
indemnified itself against 
any claims by 'I'hapar- 
DuPont or a third parly in 
case of an accident simi* 
lur 10 the one at ihc Union 
Carbide plant in Bhopal 
in 1984. which left 2,500 
dead and thousands mui* 
med for life. 

The anti*nylon 6,6 lobby has intercep¬ 
ted a document dated 12 October. 1994. 
on the H-ntail network, which supports 
their claim that TDL ha.s bypassed 
DuPont's stnngeni environmental stan¬ 
dards. The letter, written by a DuP<wi 
cmpk>yec called Bc^ Hcffelfinger, 
seeking mon: funds for the project, rai¬ 
ses doubts about whether the Goa pro¬ 
ject conforms to DuPont's .self* 
profea&ed high standards. He says. 
'*Somc questions arose during an envi* 
ronmeniiil review , ' and adds that a cem- 
sultani has proposed a study to determi* 
ne whether "any leaks will come out at 
the bottom of the mountain'! "Due to the 
lutcrite nature of land at the site.* he cun- 
tinues, "waste pond solids may just sit 
ihttre and not decoinposc,’' 

Under a heading marked Air. which 
refers »o emissions in ihe air. the letter 
goes on to &ay. 'This is by for the most 
Iroublesc^ [aspect of the environ* 
tneni], TDL will he burning 4,5 per cent 
sulphur fuel oil pan of the time. The 
DuPont standard would be to scrub (his 
much sulphur...which may noi be in 
alignment with TDL’s principles. Som 
(Sam Singh, TDl/$ mana^ng direciorj 
has taken the position that TDL cannot 


**lfwewlnth« 
fitfit against 
this plant and 
atliara Ilk# It, we 
can still save 
Qoa(>eforeitls 
too lato" — 
Sadhale 







•onnal Onn CMlvoi In tSn iMt wMk of Pnbninry had 


pay these costs... Scope and invesiment 
for scrubber sysicnt is needed ” 

*rhe reply Ilut lollowcd Iri^ii Mark V, 
Berry, a seniot ufTicial. on 1.^ iKlober, 
1094, IS even more duinning. In ii incssa* 


gc 10 HsingC. Ho and David Colclcugh, 
he says. 'Regarding his jBoh'sj point 
specific to environmental standards, it 
appears ibc JV ITDL joim-veniua*! has 
established a different standard than 


III 


The anri-TDL lobby has a strong case against the company 

• It has alle^ that TDt has indulged mirregulanties to Kquire land not 
belongiflg to it .and at a price lower than what it cost the company to build 
the compound around d 

• It has a leller in Its possession which seemingly estabdshes that TDL had 
tried to bribe the authorities to augment the ^Ay water supply to the 
arte horn 2.500 cubic metres to 5,000 cubic metres 

e Envlfonmentaltsts say that TDL has consistently misled the government 
as wen as the people Their biggest concern is that DuPont of US. despite its 
self- image as an environmerrt-conecrous company, has indemn ifred Itself 
against any claims by rhapar-DuPonforathirdp^ in case of an accident 
smUar to the ortt at the Union Carbide plant in Bhopal m 1984. wMchleft 
2.600 dead and thousands maimed for Ml 

• The «tb-nytfn 6,6 lobby has Intercepted a document dated 12 October, 

1994. which siipports their daim that TDL h» bypassed DuPont s stringent 
environmental standards 
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Business 



Sam insists (hat 
ihe 18.500 loiUK- 
capacity factory has 
received ill necessary 
envimnment clearances, 
and wi up a commu* 
nity advisory committee 
empowered to check the 
w<idinp of the plant 
once It is in place. 'An 
acetdem like Bhopal can* 
not happen. It's down* 
right impossiUe.' he 
maintains. 


T he nylon ( 1.6 polymer, 
which is used for ivres 





Bvatha invlrowiairt* m Ka t h ama 


I which is used for lyres 
in the aviation industry, 
is not manufactured in 
India, and so. hus to be 
imported. TDL is com* 
milled 10 bettering lives 
of the people' says 
Singh, "Wc arc keen to 
bring this import subsiitu* 
tion product, which sup¬ 
ports intrasinKture. tu 
Indin 1 always say that 
people should thank 
DuPont when an airplane 
lands safely, because we 
make the nylon for the 


niy who are againM change and develop* 
mem in Goa. 'Hiey are as against g^f 
courses as they are against chemical 
plants." he says. 'If en v ironmeni was the 
only issue, we could sii at the table and 
discuss it. But the fight has been brought 
onto tlw street, and one thing we cunnoi 
face is violence. * He admi is ihat his com* 
pany's policy does not allow plants 
being set up without conseni from 
neighbours. 

The neighbours in Kerim turnedhosii* 
le in October last year when TDL started 
construction work at the site. The villa* 
gees stoned ihe cars of TDL euculives. 
used explosives, brought to the site by 
the company. 10 set the place on fire and 
damaged the compound wall when they 
realised that the company had begu n con * 
siruction before obtaining the final per* 
mission frtMU the govemmeni. 

'We would like to be in Goa. but ihe 
conseni 10 operate must be there. We 
have lost a lot of money i*' ihe delay, but 


what DuPoni gumg alone would have, 
without debating whether this is good or 
had. I thought we had a clear post* 
lion...that all facilities nvc build, whether 
iV or not. would be to DuPont standard.* 


lyres, 

Singh, who has worked with DuPoni 
in the DS fur over 2S years, insists that 
the stir is politica]]y*moiivatad and has 
been instigated by a small "vocal" mino- 


As safe as cooking an omelette! 


TDL offickilsstoiui by the nylon 6 , 6 project T 

• According td Sam Singh. m«dK^dimor of TDLMrrykin 6.6 pM y 
B0ia*ckancfLuMm In the world*. Company ofhcMiaylM arxl 

iMfaGlmoicgytiiadlomttifl^pofyirwbthglMtvtfaMaM ^ 

flcflnvolvgtlttdl$charoiofc«rdhq|inieorloxlc«t^ j. 


14 Col ILL CMitU, M offlo^r 
bModInBoa, wrototoN. 
Itowol, dopiity moMgor 
(•eeowoto) ok Boilorpur 
hKu t trtoo, ro^aootlnB • 
"tfOfMtloii of Bo 25 , 000 ” to 
"opooaor* otooiforoOWC 
ooovoMtIon, to thot tho oMof 
oi^noor covM owietloii 
doybto tlM vohiM of wotor 
ttw oompony OoO origliiolly 
^pUoOfof 
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•. jj , 1 mI flylf,1 ’la ,"*1 1 *^' 
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MMUWlKturadlnlo^«tfaOthia«Mlmpartid.lM ^ ^ 

ttda gn rM Vt aiiimitiitihurfrMliih oOtiiiMnrvu t i agiMl r iiftirt tiInBa* . . 




•'iviuiitituiWwjrittnraaHiwaM k'"- 

—.’^ -•'■ iii _ , 




•Hr.' . 




MHMTft-ripdlli 










we are commiiied to the prajeci." wys 
Singh. "We arc grateful to the &ute 
governments who have invited us to reio> 
cate i n thei r state, and we «i 11 uke a deci¬ 
sion shortly." he adds. 

A visit to Kerim, however, disproves 
Singh's claim that it is only a small 
group of people with vested interests 
that is opposing the plant. The villa¬ 
gers are united in their stand and are 
backed by the local church as well as 
pt^itictans cutting across party lines. It 
may be true that the RSS and the BJPgot 
involved hoping to extract political 
mileage, but they have, nevertheless, hel¬ 
ped vi Hagers ke^ TDL at bay. 

Dr Oanaram De.tai. chairman of the 
Anti-Nylon 6.6 Citizens' Action Com¬ 
mittee. who lives in nearby Savai 
Verim, admits that he had 
Joined the 6JP because 
it was on his side. He 
has since left the party 
because his movement 
has mustered suf^rt 
from other political 
parties as well. "DuPont 
has no option but to pack 
its bags and get out of 
here," he says. 

TDL has a ghost of a chance in Goa. 
Angry villagers keep round-the-clock 
vigil to ensure that no representative of 
(he company enters dv site, TIm cam¬ 
paign against the plant had started a 
decade ago. even before the government 
granted the fmal permission, but it took 
a violent rum when 23-yeBr-old Nilesh 
Naik was killed in police firing on 23 
January this year. The wounds, inciden¬ 
tally, are still raw. 

Naik's gleaming granite memorial it 


adorned with fresh flowers every day. It 
b a grim symbol of the villager's deter¬ 
mination not to allow the nylon 6,6 plant 
to he budi on (he unspoill plateau 
Angered by a series of police arrests 
on 17 January, fs^lowing a/ib;rc^ orga¬ 
nised by (he Anti-Nylon 6.6 Citizens' 
Committee in Pinaji. the villagers had 


TIm aiitl-TDL 
campaign turned 
vioiant whan Nllaah 
Nalk waa killed In 
polica firing on 23 
January this yoar. 






Today, Nalk'a 
memorial lea grim 
aymboloftlw 
vlllagora' 
determination not 
to allow tho nylon 
6,6 plant to bo built 


Chlaf mlnlktar 
Pnrtapalnli Rane 
WM r«»pon*lbl« 
ferbrinipngtlw 
prajaet leQoa 

during an ••rticr 

term In thu 
mId-iSBOs. tto 
now tolls 
JoumallBts that 
KlauptoTDLto 
convinco poopio 
that It should bo 
allowod to build 
tho plant 


Stopped a busload of TDL executives 
and technicians from visiting the site on 
23 January. 

The villagers dug up the mountain 
road leading to the raised TDL site, and 
a group of women squatted there in pro¬ 
test against the humiliation of their 
leaden that week. ~We were blind¬ 
folded. stripped and beaten." says Dr 
Dattaram Desai, the only medical practi¬ 
tioner in the area. "Then, we were taken 
to the dug-up road and asked to fill it up 
with mud." he says. 

The 2.000-strong crowd gheraoed 
two police vans and three jeeps drove 
into (he crowd. According to eyewitness 
accounts, the police whipped out 
revolvers and threatened the women. 
According to (hem, Naik. a 
student* rushed ahead 
and dared the police to 
manhandle him instead 
of the women. He was kil¬ 
led on the spot. 

Thapar-DuPont execu¬ 
tives. whisked away by 
some agitators before (he 
crowd could lynch them, 
have never dared to re¬ 
enter the village. 

Ttic annual Goa carnival in the last 
weekof February had "Save the Environ¬ 
ment" as its theme. Dozens of colourful 

floau illustrated the mes&aga and 
children dressed like fish and flowers 
romped the streets. "Evetyone thinks 
Goa is still beautiful, but it hv deteriora¬ 
ted over the years," points out Sadhale. 
"If we win the fight against this plant 
and others like it, we can uill save Goa 
before it is too late." • 
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A big haul 


T te income tax 

department must be very 
hap(^ these days. IiU 
heading towards a collcciion 
target of over Rs 10,000 
crore from income and 
owporaic taxes the 


a 


HEAtU) [N VIRCHNU HCXJSE 


I oollacloe'a 

I current financial year. I jut 
' year, the collection was Rs 
6 ,.W crore. 

While the figures of the 
actual collections wU! he 
firmed up ui the end of 
. March, the Directorate of 
' Investigation has had 
another good week, 
collecting over Rs 1 5 crore 
in the form of additional 
advance lax payments and 
disclosure of concealed 
income. 

According to observers, 
tux dcpanmenio^icials are 
now eye ing the record 
collections of the Hindi film 
Htun Apke Hain Kaun. 
which has rqxmcdly 
grossed over R$ 100 crore at 
dK box cd'ftce. 


■ In the driver's 
seat 

M arutl Udyog Limited 
(MUD is expanding 
its production capacity for 
the popular 800 cc 
hatchback. Earlier. Suzuki 
Motor Company of Japan 
had not agr^ to MUL's 
plan which was estimated 
to coat Rs 2,600 croce. 
However, ii has now agreed 

iMMbt* TSii ‘ 
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to a scaled'down Rs 1.500 
crore programme. Suzuki is 
wi 11 ing to mai ntai n a 50 per 
cent stake in the company. 
The ftnancial pwem will be 


da'ided soon. M UL wil I 
raise Rs S00>Rs 600 crore 
from the maricci. 

The site lor the new plant 
hasn't been finalised, hut 




EVENT OF THE WEEK 


Bombay broker R.S. Jhaveri defauUs on ihc 
payment of Rs 76. W crore for shares of MS 

Shoes 

Since the Mock maiiet began Uiowing 
up ihnee years ago. the biggesi fear that 
officials in Ihc finance minisiry, the 
Securities and Exchange Board uf India 
(SEBI) and in the various bourses had 
wax ihai one overconfidcni broker 
would default on payments and cripple 
the market. Those fears have tumod out true. 

Last fonnighu one of Bombay's welMuiown brokers. 
R.S. Jhaveri, couldn't p^ up R$ 16.99 crore for shares of 
MS Shoes that he had picked up just as the company was 
going for a puHk issue. Initially, such officials of the 
Bombay Stock Exchange as A.N. Kolhaikar. executive 
director, had tried through other sources to make up the 
default amouni hut couldn't. 

Soon, things were out of control. Bui lo make sure ihai 
none of this affected the market, trading was closed for 
three consecuii ve days. 

The whole thing began with the MS Shoes public issue. 

For two weeks before Ihe issue opened, its promoter. 

Pa wan Sachdeva. was featufed in advenisemems in everv 

• 

business newspaper and magazine o1 consei|uence. 
Trouble was that Sachdeva had been les.s ih^ truthful 
about the details of the issue, and (his led to a SEBI 
inveatigauoo and the premature closing of the issue. 

This caused panic in the market, and soon after this. 
Jhaveh defaulted. Thai’s not all. SEBI asked him to reium 
all the numey he had picked up from the market, but he was 
in no position to do so. He the underwriters of his 

issue to pay up but they refused. He had taken a bridgmg 
loan but wasn’t in a position to repay. There 
were reports that agencies handl i ng hit publicity hadn' t 
been paid and weren't expecting to be. 

Finally, all this led SEBI to insisi on capital adequacy 
norms for broken. And it also looked like Sachdeva 
would, by whatever means, he forced lo pay up the money. 


several businesS‘minded 
states like West Bengal. 
Punjab, Haryana and 
Madhy u Pradesh ha ve 
approached the company 
with firm proposals. 

Meanwhile, even MDL's 
Zen ha.s got a waning period 
now Before, you could pick 
up a Zen within four weeks. 
But since MUL has raised 
the export quota of (he car, 
the company hax been 
unable ii> deliver on time. 

■ MaKing ready 



WWtamaorilA^of 

F yr long. Union Carbide 
Indi a Li mited has been a 
slink name. Its plant in 
Bhopal, which was 
responsible for ihe gas 
disaster claiming over 2.500 
lives, was acquired by 
W’illiamson Magor, a B,M. 
Khaiiun group company. 

The 11 rst thing that was '' 

done w as to change the name 
of the new acquUiiion. It will 
hecc'ledEvwady 
Industries India Limited. ' 

Everead) has sought 
approval to raise Rs 200 
crore for diversiflcaii^M. 

Company officials fell that : 
the name had a strung brand | 
presence. 

The company ha.s already 
signed an M(il) with the 
U$'ba''«d alkaline baiiery 
maker to produce and 
murkei haiicry under the 
Energizer brand name * | 










OIUPTHAKOR6 


MAN MOHAN’S 


SWANSONG 


Analysing what is 
probably the present 


finance minister’s last 

Budget 


Now ihai the din. 
H hu^Me jod briHjhu' 

II ha KurruurkJin^ (he 

B Uni(m Budget of 

I 1995*%, preMjn* 

I T * S Wj led to Pariianicnt 

r ^ expectant 

I hy finance 

I j' miniMcr I>r Man* 

\ I #_ii ^ I fnohan Singh on 

15 March. ha» waned. thi> in a giiod time 
to make a dispassionate and objective 
assessment i>r the fifth consecutive — 
and probably the Iasi — Union Budget 
presented by (he good Dr Singh to (he 
nation. 

It is inherent in the very nature of such 
exercises of national gelling and ^(pen¬ 
ding that a Union Budget conceived and 
shaped by several individuals of conside¬ 
rable knowledge, learning and expenen* 
ct of public administration cannot be, 
wholly condemnable. Given that (H( 
objective of this annual exercise is to 
m^e public the resource mobilisation 
and expenditure plans of (he Union 
government, which is the rtation's lar* 
gest employer and investor, it is ineviia* 
ble that some benefit will accrue to seve¬ 
ral interest groups within (he general 
population 

Yet. the litmus test of a good Budget 
is whether it is likely to contribute lo 
furthcririg the greater material good of 
the greatesi nun^r. And if so, whether 
i( can comhbute to the greater good 
within a reasonable time-frame. It is 
against this broad and unexceptionable 
objective that one must assess Dr 
Sink's latest essay in Budget 
formukaiion. 

three main features of the Union 


Budget of 1995-96 are the Nurasimha 
Rao admin iMniKHi's coniinuation of 
the ectmomic reforms programme, 
attempted rcdwtion of the annual 
growth rale of inflation < 11 per cent tn 
fiscal 1994.95) and persistente with the 
Union government's directly* 
inierveniiomsi rural and odter poverty 
alkviaiion pnvgramines 
Though an innovative policy thruxt. 
which was a feature of ca^ one of the 
previous Union Budgets fiinnulaicd by 
Dr Singh, is conspk'iKHisly absent in his 
luU’si Budget, (he handsome cuts in 
customs and excise duties are sup¬ 
port ivc evidence of his commitment lo 
the economic reforms programme initia¬ 
led four years ago. And these overdue 
reforms, as the finance minister emphuvi* 
sed with justifiable pride, have yielded 
dramatic results in terms of industrial 
<B.7 per cent in 1994-95). aghculiural 
tthrec per cent) and GDP (5.3 per cent) 
growth, as well as in terms of the growth 
of exports (17 per cent in dollar Icnns) 
and the nation's foreign exchange reser¬ 
ves (US S20 billion currently). 





A fter a career of over four decades in 
government. Dr Singh ha^ finally 
accepted the logic of the argument, per¬ 
sistently advocated by this arrKwg other 
monitors of the ecortcmtic scene, that 
lower tax rates — especially of indireci 
uxes—inevitably result in greater effec¬ 
tive demand and higher tax collectkms. 

Consequently. 1 have no complaint 
aboui the logical and businesslike man¬ 
ner in which Dr Singh has set about 
mobilising resources fw the nation- 
building effort through the bghtenlng up 
and rationalisation of the tax laws and 
the tax collection machinery. However, 
it should be a maner of some concern to 
Dr Singh and his cdleagues in the finan¬ 
ce ministry that a knowledgeable and 
experienced tax pracutioner such ai 
Nani A. Palkhlvala has questioned the 
wisdom of the changes in corporate 
accounting systems mandated by (he 


i 
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Manmehaw $kt0K a good oconemlat 1 m 


Budget, One hopes that the erudite Palk* 
hi vale's views in (his technical matter 
are heeded. 

But. this reservation apart, as one who 
has experienced the general tightening 
up of the direct taxes col lection machine • 
ry. 1 have no quarrel with the finance 
minishy. However, as the steward of the 
nation's hruDces. Dr Singh is also res¬ 
ponsible for the efficient deployment of 
(he resources mobilised to subserve the 
greater good of the greatest number. 
And in this matter. 1 entertain grave 
reservations about Dr Singh’s judgment 
and mocivadoni. 
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The (HiMunding fedturc of ihc Union 
budgei of 1995'% IS Ihc sh^ increase 
in tiv govemnwm's speruJing for ib 
nu nicr< )u s ami -poverty prt>gnimmcs. 
The hudgci for rural ^'veii^mtem was 
hiked from Rs .T100 crorc in 1992*93 lo 
Rs 7.0(0 crorc in (994*95. "For 
I W*0(\ this allucytion is being further 
increased to Rv 7.700 crorc. With this, 
wc will he well on the way to meeting 
the F.ighih Plan target ufRs .V>.000crorc 


w iMfingtr 

i>r CcDiRil Plan outlay for rural develop* 
rncni." s;ud Dr Singh in his BtKJget pre* 
semaium speech. 

Nor is that the sum total uf the aJIttca* 
tioiis that Dr Singh has made in ihc 
199.^ *96 Budget i n hi s dri ve to a] lev i ale. 
if not entirely eradicate, the degrading 
poverty. which is the most obvious feaiu* 
re of the Indian landscape despite 
decades of detailed central planning. Rs 
2.000 cnm.' has been allocated towards 
the crciition of a "new rural inOasiructu* 
re development fund within the Naiiooal 
Bunk for Agriculture and Rural Develop* 
mem (Nahard) from April 1995'. 


Nahard has also been ^located Rs 40u 
crorc to meet the credit needs of Schedu¬ 
led Tribes and a tunher Rk 100 crorc has 
been allocated Uk Scheduled Czmc and 
Scheduled Tribe beneficiaries idcntifuxl 
by the iow-prufilc Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled T ribes Corporations. 

But these are by no means all the 
giveaways in the Unkin Budget of 
t99S-%. The Khadi and Village 
Indusines Commission has necn allocj* 
ted Rs 1.000 cTurc through the banking 
system; the Small iTkJusirics Develop* 
ment Bank of India Rs 200 cinre for a 
technology development and nKxkmisa* 
t ion fund and a new North* hasten) Des e * 
lopment Honk Rs SfO vrore. to he pruvj* 
d^ by the government *(>wncd financ ial 
msiiiuiions. Moreover. I.OUMXN) 
houseware budgeted lobe built 'on a sub* 
sidised basis' m 1995*96. under the Indi' 
ra Awas Yojsna for Scheduled Castes 
and Tribes and freed bonded labourers 
And perhaps, the most ambitiouN wel¬ 
fare pnwision in the Budget is for set¬ 
ting up a National Social Avsi«ktiOcv 
Scheme, which will provide a monthly 
pension of Rs 75 to people over 65 years 
living below the poverty line and provi¬ 
de a lumpsum of R& 5,000 on the death 
of the breadwinner uf pour households. 

There are numerous other welfare 
handouts in the Budget of 1995-96. 
Among them: life insurance cover of Rs 
.5.000 for the poor at an annual premium 
of Rs 70. half of it to be paid by ihc 
central and state goveramenLs; central 
government participation in the mid¬ 
day meals scheme foi rural school 
children initiated by a few enlightened 
state governments: Rs 159 croce for the 
national malaria-eradicaiion program¬ 
me; Rs 80 crore for the leprusy-control 
programme and Rs 726 crore fur family 
welfare services. All this on lop of mas¬ 
sive feniliser (Rs .5.900 crorc) and food 
(Rs 5.250 crwei subsidies. 

P lca.se don't get me wrong. No one 
with minimal conscience would 
grudge the hundreds of millions of our 
fellow citi/ens. who eke out a miserable 
existence in abject and degnidirtg 
poverty, (he welfare measures provided 
by the Union Budget. I am confident that 
I speak for millions of tax-paying 
citizens, when I say that I am willing and 
abk to pay the taxes imposed by the 
Budget to ameliorue the wretched con¬ 
ditions of the poor and indigent. But the 
major rtset^aiion I have is whether a 
meaningful percentage of these gene- 


cvnis ultocatUms will ever he transmitted 
to the pixir and into the noble projects 
ciKKcptuuliscd for their uplift. 

The crippling mfirmily of the Union 
Bwlgct of 1995-96 iv thiit being the die¬ 
hard hurc.nicrai ihai he is. Manmohan 
Singh bus reposed all his faith in the 
Ga'oi Civd Service CiMptvaiion of Indni 
(the Mahiiima’s description ot the 
hubucrocy) to deliver the welfare Utopia 
to the piKir and needy. Panicubriy, 
since the t>ue definitive, conclusive les¬ 
son which we can derive from po&l- 
IruJcpendencc India's failed economic 
JcvelopnK'ni eflort, is that the 
bureaucracy i n al I for itsc I f. 11 can’ I poss i* 
bly deliver. This is a fence which is now 
hooked upon eating the crop 

Acconli ng u»n repoH I n i he Amn Age 
(17 Maahl. during the past three years, 
the CVnlral Buteau of Investigation 
tCBIf ha.s hooked imire thiui 5.600 Class 
I and Class II central and state govern¬ 
ment officials for corruption. Bui now. 
the C'Bl 'finds n.velfata virtual deadend 
jas] a majority of the bureaucrats have 
been shielded by rcd-tapism". 

11ius. I itm r^pun.'d to bcl that almost 
the entire outlay for malaria und 
lq>r<tsy*iTadicaiiuii programmes will be 
spent on salaries and administralion. 
Likewise. I am prepared to wager that 
not even half of the 400.(XX) houves 
budgeted to be built in 1994*95 under 
the Indira Awas Yojana have been con- 
strucicd and that the l.BOO.IXK) homes 
propivscd to be constructed in 1995-96 is 
a hopelessly.optimistic turgef. 

This blind faith in the bureaucracy, 
which has been ixtpcateslly tried and 
found wanting, is the great infirmity o) 
the Union Budget of 1995-96. Know¬ 
ledgeable monitors s»f the national eco¬ 
nomic scene have tended to be charita* 
My disposed row.irds Munnxihiin Singh 
for not having made any major policy 
pronounceiTKnt in his latest Budget offe¬ 
ring. But. by temaining silent about pri¬ 
vatisation anu I he role o1 non* 
govemnient welfare organisations in the 
national development effon. the finance 
minister has missed a great opportunity 
to impart a definitive und irrcveisihic 
directional thrust to (he tndian economy. 

Dr Manmohan Singh's tragedy i< thai 
be is a good economi.si but a poor mana¬ 
ger. w|yi has failed to grasp the obvious 
ground-level realities of the Indian eco¬ 
nomy. And ihai is likely to be his politi* 
cal epitaph. • 

Oae Thaliow ■ M Uunaar aaMH gf w* 

aiMiMUVo«and tomw 0| Ottowf 
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Pitfalls of promises 

Why the Janata Dal failed in Orissa 


T hey ihirsv npen ihe 
gates of (he wKrviarr* 
ai and came <Hit «iih 
open arms lit greet 
me. Ctrowdv ihnmg- 
ed the whole complex. 1 1 was an cupho* 
ric welcome,” After t1ve years in ihc 
wilderness, vcieran CongresMiian J.B. 
Painaik's delight was understandable. 

Bui then, there ia something perverse 
in politics, and the Janata Dal's defeat 
in the Orissa Assembly elections rein for¬ 
ces this view. In 1990. the Dal came to 
power with a baskeiful of promises 
which, if implemented, could have 
changed the face of Orissa forever. The 
time wa.s right. The place was familiar. 
The party only had to net. 

However, nothing happened. Industri¬ 
al development remained a distant 
dream. The promise of a second steel 
plant failed to materialise. 



Crimes against women rose, especial¬ 
ly around Cuttack and Bhubaneswar, 
the Slate capii|l. The IS-pmni program- 
me. which embodied popular aspira¬ 
tions, wa.s conveniently forgotten. The 
hoevh tragedy, which claimed over 200 
lives, left an indelible scar on public 
mind- 

Whai's more, chief minister Riju Pat- 
naik himself began losing ciedibility. 
Pccftle felt he was condoning corruption 
within his own party. State finajices 
were in a shambles. The Brahman i Pal 
Oiarge Cliruiiic factory had to be sold 
off to the Tatas to r^denish the suie 
exchequer. An austerity drive cut back 
on the privileges of state government 
employees. U was like stpking the 
embers of a s^mcring discontent. 

But then the anger of a disgruntled 
electorate Ls something that all political 
panics have to contend with, llw Dul. 


however, had to cupc with something 
more: the whims of its own leader. 

I n Orissa. the Dal came (o be itymbolis- 
cd by Biju Pat naik's persona. And 
what could have worked to the party's 
advantage iurrtedoul tu be its disadvanta¬ 
ge instead. Biju Patnaik is nothing if not 
anogani. And as his aiTogancc 
increased, so did the dissension within 
the party. 

No svonder, there were 63 rube) candi¬ 
dates in the fray. And as the results start¬ 
ed pobriog in. the implications ot their 

rebellion became clear. Birmahanijpur 
was wrested by (he Congress as the sitt¬ 
ing Dal MLA, Rabi Natayan Panigrahi, 
spl i I the votes of the party nominee. San- 
jeeb Kumar Sahoo. In Condiu, Congress 
leader Nandini Satpathy defeated Dul 
candidate Nabin Nanda, thanks to the 
presence of Dal rebel Hafdhar Misra. In 


MDMtJ 







hftmii. In Bdlungir. xoa. chc Congrush 
ctHjId win only ihrcc beats sls ngainnt 
fiHir hy Janata Dal. The RiP wus an 
imptmani faciorhcrc. 

if) ibc undivided areas of CutUck, 
Pun. Gunjajn anJ Bala^orc distncK in 
Ihc eoasial beluihe Congress resurgence 
uas tnarked Sy un impressive .^4 .seals 
from (be huniiliuting three in 1^1. Hor 
(he ianuUi Dal. it was lour less Bui ift 
r^nkUnal. the Conga'ss won seven of 
Ihc eight seals and in KeiMt.jhar it won 
five oiii of sin. 

And ihese v iciones together with its 
resounding triumph in Korapul provid* 
ed dw Conga'ss with ihc decisive thrust 
10 I'orge ahead. Ils success in Muyurb' 
hanj. where the parly won I'lve out of ten 
scats, further convilidated it^ lead. 

In the llnal analysis, the Congress has 
wrested powvr and ihc Dal humilimed 
but cerimnly not vanquished. Biju Pah 
nuik's dream of playing a stellar role in 
national politics has. however, been (cm- 
porunly dashed. Kui irrespu;tivex»rwhc* 
I her i I was 'organ isuiionul weakne.(a'\ 


Chowdwur. the sitting JD MLA. Rajki- K^ut what really paved the way tor a 
shore Raj. polled over &,000 votes. ^vCungreueonKhack'^ToianakiBal- 
while Dharm&nanda Behcra. the ofTicia] lav Painajk. The people have voted for 
Dal nominee, succumbed to K.C. Lenka stability.* 

of the Congress by a mere 2.166 votes. Yet. ironically, the Congress is ilscU 
The Dal flittered away its chances wracked by internecine rivalries. And 
much before the clccti^ms were held, perhaps to pre-empt a resurgence of faC' 
The snafuing of its 1940 tie-up with i(s tionalism. PiMnaik has appointed twti 
erstwhile communist allies, ils inability deputy chief ministers. Basani Diswal 
to check intro-pany dissension and lailu- and Hemananda Biswal. Bui the laticr's 
re to arrive at an understanding with ihc threat lu resign over the uniter* 
Samajwadi Januia Pony LSiP) and the representation of inbaJ Orissu in the 
.Samaia Puny, slowly hut sy.sicmaticully Cabinet appears to have defeated the 
dcpieicd Ihc Dal voie*bank. move. 

A^iurcKull, it wasn’t imly the Dai that .So wivit can Uk people id Orissa 
suffered reverses, but (he Left, the .SJP espcct from the new govemmcni ,' 
and (he Samaui Party. t(K), were knocked 'Indusiriol development, employmcni 
out of the reckoning. While the CPI foi generation, implementation of ptt^gram* 
Jubl one seat, the SIP and the Saniaiu mes for (he rural scv ior, increased lour* 
drew a blank. The percentage of votes ism and fitreign investnwiil.'' said J.R 
polled by the CPI deci mod to a me re frac* Painai k. 

lion of w hat it had polled i n the 199(1 c Icc * Sig ni ficantly. the I'ongivss swept (be 

lions, while the CPKMl's support base mKil aivas of western <)nssa cscepi 
seemed to mock at the party, Kalahandi and Rolangir. The Dal Kigg* 

The party that gained appreciably ed nine of the 17 scats in the two districts 
was the BJP. (t has emerged as a signifi* urKi the Congress lour. Three seals were 


In Orissa, the Dai 
came to be 
symbolised by 
Biju Patnaik’s 
persona. And Biju 
Patnaik is nothing 
if not arrogant. As 
his arrogance 
increased, so did 
the dissension 
within the party 


as Basani Biswal puts it, or the coltep.se 
of Biju Patnaik's personality cult that 
broughi the Dal dowm. a six-scat majori¬ 
ty is too tenuous a margin for the Con¬ 
gress' comfod. 

J.B. Pain a IK. politically astute as he 
is. A’aliscs that he leads a puny that has 
its own fractious elements. It is immate¬ 
rial whei her the choice of the chid min i • 
sier was "unanimous" and not by ''con¬ 
sensus" as Painojk insists. The Dal with 
46 members remains a strong Opposi- 
(iim And K.C. Lenka, who. (oo, aspired 
to become the chief minister, remains a 
thorn in the flesh. • 


wrested by the BJP and uoc by a rebel 
Dal cartdidate. The contest in the rich 
coastal districis was. however, more 
evenly psHsed wiOi the Congress winn¬ 
ing 34 and (he Dal }0. 

But the Congress' perfonuance in 
Kolahandi and Bolangir has reasons lo 
wfwry the chief minister. In the undiv id- 
cd Kalahandi district, the Crmgress secu¬ 
red only one seal against the Dal's five. 
The selection of wrong candidates and 
(he presence of the SJP were certainly 
crucial factors. 

It is even more interesting because in 
neighhounng Koraput, where the Con¬ 
gress has swqK 12 of the 14 scats, econo* 
mic conditions are similar to (hat of Kab- 
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MAJ. GEN ASHOKK.MEHTA 



It \s rime the couniry 's political ami military 
leaders sMried talking to one another in a 
language they understand 


O n M\ Juhujr> ihis ycji. as 
ever) year, dusk cinered 
Vij.iy Chtmk. The hniin* 
nahularum accompanying 
the hynta, Ahiitv Wi/li Mi . 
Higimllcd (he end of one of ihe f(rcj(csl 
mi 1 11 ^ spcciaclcsof (he world wakhed 
by millionN of Indians — the' evcni was 
lelccaM live — wiih miwjvmary pri^ic 
and nostalgia. 

The President of (he RepuMu, wht> 
also happens to he ihe supreme corn nun* 

I der of (he armed fiKTcs, and (he ihrec scr* 

I vice chic Is wea* scaled ai the head i>l Raj 
Path. Not a word, noi even a glance, was 
exchanged during rhe 5.Vniinuiv Bca- 
(i ng of (he R c ircai. On (h i s s«)i i ihre < vea* 
sum. no one could he faulicd for (he 

Bui (here of 

rapport bclwccn poliiici- 
ans and ihc military top 
brass. They ak shy of 
each other. Our polideal 
leaders seldom lixik their ^^BlIlMip 
generals in the eye. Prime 
: Ministers, usually their 
own defence ministers, 
prefer ii> make lofty pw* 
nouncemcnis from the ramparts of 
Red Port, sermornsing on national secu¬ 
rity and deteiKC insicad of inicrat img 
with (heir ctmmianders who have (o 
interpret iheir policy and execute orders. 
Politicians aie like the sphinx in ihcir 
dealings whh the military. 

This peculiar love-hate relationship is 
strange to India given its long hisiory of 
colonial, imperial and feudal rule. In UK 
and Nepal, to name just two countries, 
the royally and the warrior class have 
thrived, ai limes swapping ndes. Kings. 
Prime Ministers and defence ministers 
invite their admirals and air marshuiN to 
wine and dine wiih them. They hrealc 
bread with corporals and sergeants. 
History, tradition and circumstances 


have ensured that ihe myaliy, polnicians 
and civil serv ants du a stint in ilie aniied 
forces. PKnee Andrew f<Kjghi in Ihc Pal* 
klaiHls War, There is a healthy respect 
for Ihe iniNiary, whiih is not Ihc ease m 
India. 

A study carried ixii by InJiim delencc 
psychologists and Wesi t*nini. USA. 
concluded ihai honour and prestige ww 
the two main n*«Lsons for jiiining the ser¬ 
vices. Rs'ii»gm(ion and reward, the crea¬ 
tion of free market fiirccs. aa* add-ons. 
Bui these faciors are ignored hy our 
govemnieni 




W hy the dislike and distancing bet¬ 
ween the political and military 
leaders of the country? 


splendid isolation. 

The second diNtoriioM 
TTTaTT^^H the viiva‘y/govcrnoi- 
general who was lor 
sarnie nine his ^>wn 
commander-in-chief was 
replaced hy (he Pre^i- 
dent, the first ciii/en and 
supreme commander of the 

anned forces. In reality, he is Ihc symbo¬ 
lic nnlitory supremo aimed with ubs<i- 
I ule con SI it ut ionai powers. He is the cere 
nKMual head of the services, the red tulip 
in (he barrel of the gun. 

This year, on 15 January, the Army 
Day nxeption at the Army House witnes¬ 
sed an cejuaJ breach of miliiary tradition 
aod honour. 6tu>;»i and pipe hands, 
buglers, iniinpeiers, IjuKcrs, (lags, ban¬ 
ners dotted the lawns packed with servi¬ 
ce officers and their wives. Moating on 
cloud nine were recipients of gallantry 
awards. Except Colonel Parhania, a vic¬ 
tim of an insurgent land mine who was 
on a wheelchair Cocooned in ihe veran¬ 
dah overlooking the lawns were the Pre- 


Two distortions took place at the time 
of Independemv. First, a visionary 
Pnme Minislcr believed that India rev|ui- 
red only a police force, nut an army. ‘Dii.s 
Gartdhian dnpna was compoumM hy a 
defence minislcr who v^uired Mtf xist 
baggage instead of the wherewithal tor 
military preparednes.s. He rode rough' 
shod, driving (he army into a Himalayan 
disaster in (^? TIvn* followed a string 
of defi.nce ministers, some had to be 
kc|M pr(*ppcd up and awoke dunng swd 
model discussions. Only one made bat¬ 
tle noises — ihot too. over map boards. 
He undcistiMid defmcc. but not its poli¬ 
tics. The military went through three 
phases: oven intcrfemKc. benign 
detachitKnt and the current phase of 
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PrMltfant Shankar DayM ShanM Inapaeting a««arS a1 hano t r |Mt a earanHnIal kaad 


sideni und Prime Mmisicr with ihe 
army chief us ihcir resplendent hosiigc. 

rifiy metres sepuruied them from les* 
ser n>onuK. The council of minister for* 
ined the outer cordon together with the 
Black Cats. Only Sonia Gandhi broke 
out of the siege to charm (be assembled 
serv Ice ofllcers. She was instantly swam¬ 
ped by them. For full 65 minutes neither 
the supreme commander, nor the crea¬ 
tive head of the armed forces ventured 
out of their seats. They rose twice; both 
limes for the national anthem. Even the 
whcclchair-bome Pathonia had (o be 
taken to (hern for (he customary 
xhanbash. This sorry drai*ia is enacted 
in turn with each service every year. 

The President i.s never present at the 
Jai Jawan Memorial at li^la Calc. He 
frecfuents other samadhis in the country. 
Visiting dignitaries are also not taken 
there. In most countries, a visitor's first 
port of call is the War Memorial. Till 
date, there is no Roll of Honour for the 
IPKF. for that matter, any United 
Nations assignment. No political leader 


has ever visited troops on peace-keeping 
duties. The frequency of visits to the 
north-east. Kastoiir und Siachen has 
also declined sharply. Only Indira Gan* 
dhi and her father enjoyed being with 
soldiers. 

W ith this lack of understanding and 
rapport, how does the present 
generation of political leadm operate 
(he military marine? Is it on auto-piloi? 

It is the defence secretary, believe it 
or not. who holds (he nation's military 
compass despite being the only secreu- 
ly i n the go\*emmcn( who has three servi¬ 
ce chiehs senior to him. On one occa¬ 
sion. a joint secretary had the cheek to 
order anny chief to throw the Chine* 
9e out of (he llugla ridge. The last defen • 
ce secretary managed to commandeer so 
much power that civilian control beca¬ 
me bureaucratic stranglehold instead of 
being pi^itica] direction. 

tine days, the Prime Minister, who 
is also (he defence minister, has liRle 
lime for defence. For example, ever 


since the la.s( army chief died in Novem¬ 
ber last year, his replacemeni's succes¬ 
sor to the army's training command has 
yet to be appointed. For the first time, 
(he army's operationally most sensitive 
western command remains in charge of 
a medically-handicapped general. 

Who has the time to look at ministry 
of defence files? And army chiefs are 
not accustomed to making a fax call to 
the PM. Operation Bluesiar, Hazratbal 
and Chrar-e-Sharif are a fall-out of this 
lack of interaction. 

It is high time the country's political 
and military leaders started talking to 
one another in a l^uagc they under¬ 
stand. keeping civil servants in their 
place. Meanwhile, generals should take 
a crash course in dealing w ith wily pol iti- 
cians and their wilier civ 11 servants. » 


fTlu MKor MM « pswW sflsar M 

jnewi^w«^Mevvfe«*iftM(in«ma(ru*kN 

ffu CM»#» o' 
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CONTROVERSY 



^Andrew 
f^ehinson's book 
; ^ys that Yeats 
first drawn 
fo Tagore, then 
disenchanted with him 


U V** 3 


That the 

philosopher _ 
Russell remained 
unimpressed with 
the poet, observing, 
"His mystic air does 
not attract me"... 


Tearing into Tagore 

A new biography induces some vicious attacks by the British press on 

the poet-philosopher 


I f Briti^h liieriuy rcvicwcn luv lo 
be believed. India’s greMesi poet, 
writer and philosopher. Rubindra* 
n&th Tttgorc, was nothing hui a 
pcitieur surrounded by sycoplun* 
lie believers, end ibc English poets who 
introduced his works to the West were 
soon disencbiintcO with him. 

Not Just this, Tagore wa.s a hypocrite 
with double standards on many things 
and was a fascist sympathiser u» well. 
HaJI’ his life wjs spent as the self* 
appointed envoy Uk India, going around 
nuung funds for his university which, 
far from being a melting pot of Easi and 
West, was riven with poliiics. scandals 
and shortage of funds. 

11 was as i f 1 he rev iewers could s i mply 
not have enough. Taking the opportu¬ 
nity provided by a recenily^published 
biography of Tagore — RahiMintnurh 
Togort: Tht Myrkai-Mwdfd Man by 
Krishna Dutta and Andrew Robmson — 
the critics have gone lo town doing their 
best lo confine ite Nobel Laureate lothe 
sludge-heap. The book, which tries to 
bring out the multi-faceted nature of 
Tagore for Western audiences. ha.s ^vi- 
ded fodder lo British critics lo pick the 
negative aspects of a historic life, speak 
only in half-truihs and crucify the man 
who is revered by his countrymen for his 
vision of humanity and cemtribution to 
literature. 

''Mystic or miitake" K how the 5un* 
day Times critic. Humphrey Carpenter, 
described Tagore. Carpenter takes mail* 
cious pleasure in tearing Tagore and his 
woHU'to shreda. Not that Carpenter can 

j--;- 


read or speak Bengal* and not that he has 
the faintest idea of Bengal* culture. Bui 
he de'tcribo Tagore as a ^iri of Mahari* 
shi Mahesb Yogi who had a cult fol¬ 
lowing in the early lUtXK. The English 
poets. W B. Yeats and Ezra Pound, were 
pan of those drawn lo the mysik* gum. 
says Carpenter. He revels in the fact thal 
several years later. Ycais became enti- 
cal of Tagore and Ezra Pound described 
him js an "OrieniaJ beetle w iih 40 arms*. 

'The wisest fsxH in Cakutu’ is how 
The Times headlined its review of the 
book. The newspaper said thal winning 
ifw Nobel PriTc convinced Tagore that 
he must be India's voice lo the world tts 
much as Mahatma Gandhi. He thus 
began an endlcs.s journey across the 
globe, going from platform to platform, 
speaking of India and describing him¬ 
self»its representative. Tagore wanted 
to Mend Ea.st and West and bring about 
the "universal man*. Hosvever. says The 
Times. Sanitniketan was ^ways 
lounged in quarrels, scandals and near- 
banknjpccy. The meeting of East and 
West never took place there, nor was 
"universal man" bom. 

C arry'ing on the tirade against Tago¬ 
re. The Observer pointed out bow 
his artcesiors betonged to a suh-caste of 
Pirali Brahmins who had lost caste gene¬ 
rations earlier merely thnnigh smelling 
Musi i m food. The critic sairl Tagore was 
hypocritical becauseba publicly denoun¬ 
ce child mamage but at the same time 
arranged his daughters’ maniages at the 
ages o( 10 and 14 to men they did not 


know. The Ohener also emphasised 
that Tagore's misjudgcmcnis included 
"admiration for Mussolini, wavering 
over Fascism m Germany, and support 
for the fascist ic Suhha.sh Bose” 

The Observer also icH)k the lirw ihiU 
Tagore was uculi llgure «<urn*unded by 
worshipping Orient*loving men and 
women of 4ie West. His elaborate robes 
and long white beard mode him look like 
God and enhanced hi \ cull statu %. 

Another newspaper painted a paihcik 
picture of a maverick poet coming to 
London from his native Bengal pitifully 
clutching a manuscri pi of poems iransla- 

Th9 mmim In ButtiiHitw ‘no bkttyl 
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ThaGBSmade 

fmefhis 

philosophy, 

nkknaimng him 

'Bluebeard' and 

‘Stupendranath 

Beggar’... 


And that even t 

Pound, who i 

helped introduce P 

Tagore to the \ 

West, described 
him as an "Oriental 
beetle with 46 arms 


imI by bull self. The vutk puem^ < which 
later won Tagore ihe Nubcl Prize) were 
iu»thing bui hallow mystic ramhlingii 911 
far as the Western critic was concerned. 

The publication of the book artd the 
reviews has ungered Britain's Bengali 
communiiy and many other iTMiians 
see the belittling of Tagore as a lypkal 
racist Western att i lude. Letters have pou* 
red into the ol t1ces of The Sunday 
and Thr Times condemning the deroga¬ 
tory writings. 

The h<Kik*.s authors — RobirLson and 
Dulta — say m their preface (hat (hey 
have written the biography mainly for 
the Western reader. Nonnally. such a 
lask would carry an even bigger respon- 
siblluy so that all Western dtiubis and 
misapprehensions could be cleared. But 
they have not achieved (bis (ask if 
Indeed they set oui to do il. 

A lot of space is devoted to the West's 
rcaclicm to Tagore We learn that Geor¬ 
ge Bernard Shaw Called him 'Blue¬ 
beard' and nicknamed him 'Stupendra- 

uitlv«rMl man* 


R obinson and Ditlta also see as mis¬ 
guided Tagore's praise for the 
Soviet system. Tagore had been greatly 
impress^ with (he communes and wi^ 
the Soviet educafion system which see¬ 
ped down ip (be lowest leveb of the pea¬ 
santry. He wa^ a passionate educaiiooist 
and in condensing this asped of Tago¬ 
re. iIk biographers are clearly being gui - 
ded by (beif own prejudices. 

At the end of dK ^ the book has sim¬ 
ply provided material (o the poison pens 
of Western critics. True, ii is not the bio¬ 
graphers' fault that only (he rKgitiivc 
bits in (heir book have bm hi^ighted 
by (he chiks. &u( as Tagore'iranslaior 
and lecturer in Bengali ai the School of 










H eard the latest? 

Bangalore eveninger reporters phone in the news on walkie-talkies 


S cene: A counting centre in 
Bangalore where results of Ihe 
Assembly elections are being 
compiled. In the media booth, lire's 
the usual frantic rush for telephones, ner* 
ves arc frayed, sharp words exchanged 
and the air is gening hotter. But 
reporters from two local eveningers arc 
as cool as tall glasses of buttermilk. 

They caln^y whip out waJIue^talldet 
and proc ee d to reel off the latest figures 
to their colleagues back at the office, 
much to the envy of the 
other stressed'Out hacks. 

For whidt one of them 
hasn't wished that he 
could just rattle out his 
copy to the desk without 
the bother of trudging 
back to his o^ice? 

A cash-flush newspa¬ 
per like I>eccQn Herald 
gives its reporters, when 
they travel out of the city, 
notebook PCs which ire 
ideal to file copies from 
the scene of action. These 
may be Mill out of the 
financial reach of most 
newspapera.but the publi¬ 
shers of two eveningers 
have found in (he wire¬ 
less a fast and relatively 
inexpensive alternative.. 

The fiTM to introduce the wireless for 
media was £ San/e, a Karuiada evening 
newspaper. Says editor and publisher T. 
Venlutesh, "Ii was a tremendous help to 
us." 

Soon CO follow with a more elaborate 
network was Sar^e Vani, easily the lar¬ 
gest circulated eveninger <1.20 lakh) in 
the state and published from Bangalore. 
Hubli and Gulbarga. Says BJ. Arrtu- 
than, managing director, "We were bug¬ 
ged when late-breaking news could not 
be covered and our reporters often com- 
planed duit (hey were unable (a reach 
telephones or that there were disturban¬ 
ces. So we decided to go in fca a wireless 
communication network." 

Does that create proUems at the 
desk? Explains Amut^, Initially, of 
course, the sub-editors were not too 
pleased because instead of getting a com- 
pieie copy to sub, they now have to uke 


down points arwl write out the copy them- 
.selves. But they have come around now." 

And his chief reporter A.C. Shivanna 
is all for the wirel^. "It's an absolute 
necessity in meeting short deadlines," 
he says. T^e the chief minister’s press 
conference, for example. I post three 
reporters there who each have a walkie- 
talkie. As soon as the chief reporter 
concludes an important point, one of 
them goes out and immediately reports 
it to the desk. Meanwhile, the others are 


reports from the room itself, without 
disiurtung their neighbours. Whai's 
more, the newspaper is installing a repea¬ 
ter at Nandi Hills (aboul 50 km from 
Bangalore) which will increase the 
range of their wireless, This is history of 
sorts because uptil now. only the police 
have a repeater for their wireless .system. 
So far. the paper has spent Rs 1.5 lakh on 
the equipment. 

Their photographer, too, now shoots 
with a video camera, and the frame that 



From on*the*spot 
reporting to computerised 
ptotography, tiie evening 
papers are using every 
technological aid to sp^ 
news-gathering 


taking down points which they will in 
turn go out and report. Often, by the time 
the chief minister concludes his confe¬ 
rence, (he news is already into print. 
That's how fast we work." 

In a couple of morwhs, (he reporters 
will also get tiny earphones and micro- 
^tortes whkh will help them give their 


the sub-editor wants is recorded on a 
computer. The colour separation and 
printing lakes just ten minutes. Clearly, 
Amuihan is determined to use every 
lechnc^ogicaJ aid to speed the business 
of news-gathering. 

But. says G.V. Virupaksha. a senior 
ttporter, "If you think this gives me 
mac free time, forget it. We HIc copies 
while rushing from one assignment to 
another, on (be move, often while travel¬ 
ling in autorickshaws. Most people 
dtink we are cops." 

fiui despite such professional hazar¬ 
ds, Virupak&ha says, "It’s a reli^ to be 
dofw with (be report immediately, 
instead of having to rush back to the offi¬ 
ce through tr^tc-congested roads." 
And saying that, he pau his walkie- 
talkie fc^ly. • 











Tempest in 


A startling adaptation of Shakespeare shocks the city’s theatre huffs 


S omeone iMKC said about Shukes* audknee could alinost be heard echoing 
peare. "Many a coloured life he ihc marirters during ihe tempest scene: 
drew. cahauMcd worlds, and "AKI lost, to prayers, all lost." Yet. (here 
then imagined new." But despite his vast wus praise liv the play for some of it 
iheotnca) experience, never could the irtediogivcilvsinry acH>ntcmporancity 
hard of Avon have imagined (he form und regional signiftcanev. 
hi.s play Th« Tetnpt^st took in Bangalore Enter Michael Walling. the 
recently: Indian in ethos. Shakespearean 3l‘ycvH)ld British director. He said 
in language, and daringly different in iu with a wide grin: *1 am happy' with the 

leg- 
or hose 

popular con- 

II Shakenpea* r 

Presenled by 

(he Bang a lore-ha sed [ 

ihciitrc group Playpen. 

The Tetnt>rn had actors 
speaking die tines full of 
lhcc-thou*and*thincs Bal 
with heavy Indian 
accents. The costumes 

were kuriitx and Western ^ 

suits, and there were even <>9^ 1 

goddesses daiKing the ^ 

that wasn ’ i (for purists, at — -- •*— 


accessed and reinterpreted", adapted 
and altered the play, "to capture the 
basic intention Sh^espeare wrote it 
with. And because The Tempest was 
about cultures in a state of cla.sh which, 1 
think, is taking place in India today. " In 
the process, he diiBcd Prospen>\ magic 
island from the Meditemmean to India, 
replaced the gcxklesses Ihs. Ceres and 
Juno with Garga. Urva- 
shi and an 'angel the 
forest', And while India- 
nising the three inhahi* 
tants of the isle, he attired 
the shipwrecked visitors 
in business «iUs, 

^ 

. . , When seen in an Indi- 
an ctmiexi, Walling feels 
Pnisperocan be taken for 
a Brithmin who uses liie- 
V . ^^B racy as. a weapon, the 
slave Caliban us the 
^IBPII oppressed seeking free- 
doni, and Ariel as repre- 
k iSl^ renting ihc natural magic 
■^JBB spirituality of the 

While die-hards conitnucd to grum¬ 
ble. there were some aspects of the play 
which made it memorable. Though most 
of (he 21-member cast failed to bring 
forth the poetry in Shakespeare’n lines. 
Prakash Bela wadi us Caliban and Kina- 
na Kumar as Ariel made up for the rest 
through their impressive performances 
Other rrmurkablc features were (he set 
and the three-piece orchestra. 

But for those who thought there is 
only orK way to stage Shakespeare, The 
Tcmpesi and an Indian setting just didn't 
jell ^ u criticWalling knew be was 
opening Mmsclf to. His response to 
appalled exclamadons of "Oh, Shakes¬ 
peare!' was: "It is not the job of theatre 
to play n safe. Obviously, one hopes to 
change percepKions." 

Whether he succeeded or not. Wal¬ 
ling could well 9 uo(e Prospero. who 
Id Is his daughter Miranda after he has 
ensured that The Tempest has wreaked 
sufficient havoc: 'Be collecicti no more 
amaacmeni; tell your piteous heart the¬ 
re's no harm done". • 


The play mixed kurisx with 
business suits, goddesses with 
Prospero and Caliban, and 
Kannada with ABBA 


J \ mixed response .It's great.’ Invited by 
Wf w I dramatist MoJicsh Datiani to stage the 

« f i \ Walling's intention was to make 

L S' ^ truly cross-cultural pluv rather than a 

mere collabtirdiion. Although this is the 
J Eirsi time he has W’i>rked in India, he has 
directed play:t und operas in England 
^ liniied Stales t>vcr the last ten 
yiBijMAj^^ 1 years. He hxs. besides dq^ling Ftiw 

t .1 (7<'nr/fMjfnryVrfi#n«rioam<idem Arne* 

ricun context, also pairvd n black Juliet 
lea^t) the last straw, there was with a white Romeo au^w in Oregon 
even ABBA’s Dane mg Queen number soon after the racial riots in Los 
along with Kannada poems by noted Angeles, to critical acclaim and public 
writer Kuvempu woven into the play. disdain. 

The reactioo to this son of 'tempest* Waiting, who believes. "The my tbolo- 

was predictably mixed. Some of (he gy in .Shakespcare'.s works .should be rc- 
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SH«>BHRA GUPTA 


Badgiris 


An inreresiing programme on that film institution, the vamp 


Then: m veejays and 
(here are veejays. And 
there's JavedJatrrey. 

H He is. quite simply, 
wperb. 

There he was Iasi 
week, on his show. 

Vtdftxvn Flashback, in a t'aintly nauti* 
ca] cap, talking about ihe movies, the 
&ongs. the meiodies. and the people who 
made the music. He docs it week alter 
week, taking in the wtKk of Ihe song* 
writer, or a period, iv an actor, and he 
makes it come live. 

He touched upon that delighifu] film 
institution, the vamp, and gave us a 
Bindu strutting her stuff, a Nadira 
pirouetting around Raj Kapoor, a Kukoo 
(this one's really yesteryear, ihc precur¬ 
sor of Helen) making up to the selfsame 
Kapoor, and a few other bad girls. 

The songs arc well known and Jaffrey 
puts them in a certain order and sequen¬ 
ce, and gives them a context which 
reveals sometimes, a trend (you could, if 
you draw a wide parabolic arc. connect 
Kukoo's seductive Fk Oa Teen to 
Madhuri Dixit's Ek Do Tctn Chaar 40 
years on), or sometimes an exception to 
the norm. All very Inieresting, and all 
the more so because Jaffrey does the 
whole thing so well. 

He’s a wonderful Every SUCC6SSful 
mimic and he docs a love- v«i®Sov Ic a orwwf 

Jy line on any actor that "“J®/ » a gOOQ 

you could think of. He's ttlCODteur. JdVed 

got the right pedigree (his larfi^v ic a 

father, the comedim Jag- ift « 

deep, has been a movie natUTfll: BOdbCSt 
mainsuy for years). And 

best of all. he knows his ^ KnOWS MS 

films fUins 

Eveiy successful vee- . . 

jay is a good raconteur. 

Jafftey is a natural: he gives ' 
you the informuiion without the strain. | 

He engages in banterihat is easy, noiirri- i 
tating, and he stops juvi that bit shon of 
going irretrievably over the top. You can 
see how good he is if you compare him 
with others of his tribe who keep 
sticking their jaws and paws into our 
faces. It's tough watching the 



Rubys and Ihc Sophias do 
it. but when our 
homegrown boys and 
girls behave as if they 
were bom listening lo 
rap. thai's outside of 
enough. 


lAtM hie should see them 

ivwa lua ^ ^ buiKh of ^ogram- 

iS mes that Metro seems lo 

have scheduled as a 7 pm 
appetiser most days. Zee 
also has a gaggk of such program¬ 
mes. Ri^i from soiiieonc as accompli¬ 
shed as Shekhar Suman to the latest 
young thing in a tank lop and sawn-off 
jeans, they are busy putting together 
such stuff as Hcfh Hrnko (Metro) or 
Rcu/w Song Tere N<em Se (Zee). What 
you see are snaichei of songs, and what 
you get is pure drivel. 


Even the routine on the 
pKme-iimc countdowns 
are gelling a little weary. 
Sworoop Sampat and 
Shall Inamdar arc not 
your average veejays; 
hasehall capx worn the 
wrong way around are 
rtoi their statement of 
inieni. But the banter hci- 
we«n them is not the most 
exciting talk on TV nghi 
now. 

The slickest of them 
all. BPL Oye. suffers 
from occasional lapses in 
quality mainly because it 
keeps switching veejays. 
One tyf the show’s on- 
andniff veejays. Ncclam. 
was the star guest on Iasi 
week’s Chitniluwr {\n its 
new form, this original 
song and dance program¬ 
me Is called ChitrahiKir 
Sadahahaar) looking 
lumpy in many layers of 
billowing black. Her 
favourite songs (mostly 
from her films, naturally) 
were a wa.shout. and so 

was the .show. 

The newest arrival on Dswrdarsban’s 
range of such programmes is Mukul 
Anand's Ek Se Bodhkar Ek. Kve.i 
though ii's been on for some weeks, its 
formula of a family axid its drawing¬ 
room wisecracks hasn't really settled. U 
tries to be a httle topical (they knitted an. 
episode around elections when (he 
Assembly polls were on, and they mana¬ 
ged to get in a few sharpjokes on pol itici - 
an$ and things political) and a little more 
awara. but again, the talk gets a little 
forced. 

Meanwhile, it may be pure coinciden¬ 
ce. but it’s uncanny how, with the forces 
of Hindutva winning Maharashtra and 
Gujanu B.R. Chora’s mega-epic 
Mohabhaml is staging a grand revival 
on the Metro Channel, this week. • 















POOJA SHATT 


ou've got to 
say tins for 
Bhan. 
maner 
bow fiieuy 
the break'Up. 
tlw always manages to land 
M her feet; and, wNa's 
oiorc. m ihe aims of yet ano- 
(her anractive himk. 

After Bobby Deol, tt is 
Sohail Khan (younger bn>> 
iher of Sal man) who hu won 
the Bhan babe’s heart. And 
»uch is the power of new 
love itud Pooja is even attem* 
[Ming to lose weighf lo kxA 
good for the we1l*n)uscled 
Sohail She h currently on a 
strict diet (fruits only, 
please) and is even thinking 


made it in HI ms. 

Tbeve days, however. 
Nana is full of retnuiNC at his 
bad behaviour, and lotAs as 
if he's ready to reconcile 
with Mrs Palekar. And 
knowing how much die still 
cares for him. diis mighi yet 
happen. 


iiw that his 
II affair with 

V (Ju‘>l>*P*‘ Naval 
has ended. 
Nana Paickar 
has suddenly heewne ^pre- 
ciativc of ill that his wife has 
done for him He has been 
heard (hanking her at film 
awards functions and even 
giving interviews revealing 
how much .die has sacrificed 
for him. 

He would never have 
made it in (be movies, says 
Nana now. if his wife hadn' i 
supported him (she worked 
in a bank) dunng his kudka 
(hcatn? days. It is. of course, 
another mailer that he repaid 
that (fchi by running off with 
Deepd the moment he'd 


of working out seriously 
every day. 

Clearly, jn this ca.se. love 
is doing 2(X) push-ups 
together. 


ow that (he 
between 

WiVAkshay 

Kumar 

final, Pooja 
Batra has been seeking con¬ 
solation in Kte arms of San- 
jay Kapoor. But no, there’s 
no new romance brewing 
there; the duo are always 
adequately chaperoned by 
Sanjay's girlfriend Maheep 
San^ 


It's just that Pooja hav 
been down in the dumps ever 
since she was dumped so 
imcercmoniously by 

Akshay. and her good 
friends Sanjay and Mahfy*p 
arc trying their best to cheer 
her up by lakiog heroui «die* 
neverthey can. We hope that 
this hel^ Pooi^ recover 
from the blues, though what 
it will do to the Sanjay- 
Maheep relaiion^ip doesn't 
bear thi nking about. 


f Boncy 

Kapuur ha.s 
seav. he 
re-shoui 
the early 

sequences of 
Frrm. especially those that 
feature Tabu. Hdr, if the 
songs (hat are cumaicly 
being fcaiured <m the various 
(Op ten progranunes arc 
anything lo go by. his heroi¬ 
ne looks like die’s in urgent 
need an emergency lipo- 
soction procedure. 

Maybe the n^y-poly \ook 
was lashiona^ when 
Doney shot these songs — 

finri alone knows, how 

many yean ago — but svche 
is in now And what’s mote, 
no insilitT whai the current 
taste in sh^ics nobody is 
going lo be enamoured of a 
heroine whose biceps arc 
mure ltnpre^sive thM the 
hm's. • 



















To BE OR 

NOT TO BE 


Say this for 
Sunil 

Gavaskar, ihe grcaiesl 
Indian batsman hasn't 
lost his sense of liming 
long after he's quit the 
game. 

After his wellTimed 
retire rTicni from cricket 
— he hung uphisbai 
when people were still 
asking 'why’ and not 
‘whynot' -Sunny, 
reportedly, suhmilied his 
resignation as (he Sheriff 
of Bombay, just before 
the rtew BJP*Shiv Sena 
govemtncni was sworn in. 

The Little Master's 
argument was believed to 
he simple: he was 
nominated by Sharad 


The Chief 
Justice 

lr>dia might have realised 
for himself that there’s no 
justice in this work!—or 
at least in this country— 
when he landed at the 
airport in Delhi last month. 

In an Incident which 
has just corrre to light. 
Justice Ahmadi found on 
alighting from the aircraft 
that there was no airport 
car waiting to carry him lo 
his own vehicle parked 
outside the aerodrome 
area—as is the practice. 
And. he had lo b^ the 
indignity of walking his 
way back. 

ITie airport 
have it ihatatjlHR 
fact. 

by the 
niNtcf’s 
anjaV 

is known to 



■W? 




T 






Pawar. so it was only fair 
that the new government 
be allowed to put up a 
candidate of its choice. 

The new CM. Manohar 
Joshi. however, denied 
having received his 


resignation and appealed 
to Gavaskar to continue in 
office. So. the Little 
Master may still have an 
opportunity to shtiw his 
nourishes in his latest 
avatar. 


TOP THAT! 


These days, 
those two 
men in black and white, 
art as much a pan of the 
battle, as the 22 in 
flannels—what with 
cricketers increasingly 
getting out of hand. 

This was again in 
evidertce at tl^ Punjab 
versus Delhi RanjI 
Trophy match in the 
capital. Umpires A.V, 
Jayaprakash and Suresh 
Shastri had a lough time 
on the field tackling 
the angry young man of 
Indian cricket; Manoj 
Prabhukar. 


No JUSTICE FOR THE 
CHIEF JUSTICE 


be a dose associate of 
Ghulam Nabi Arjid.) 

Reportedly, action has 
been taken against the 


airport manager on -duly 
and the PA. But. why 
hasn't Sanjay Khan been 
questioned’.’ 



I 



mm ij Pi Mtimz 
Me Mi and UMperIng It 

The Delhi all-rounder 
canu!d the umpire's wrath 
when he "attempted lo 
tamper with the hall". But 
that was not all. 

Prabhakur had also 
provoked rival batsmen 
by using foul language 
and even abused umpire 
Shastri during the course 
of the match. No wonder, 
then, thal he was all but 
imJeredoff the field. 

But with such 
behaviour, one wonders 
how long pRihhiikur will 
be allowed lo slay there. 





















COfnpUed by SHAf0UM kit 


Nothing to write home 

ABOUT 


No amount of 
Scandinavian 
hCHipiUlify ingoing lo get 
exiled writer Taslima 
Na.sreen to xay that 
»x:ietie$ in deve1<^)ed 
nations have it better than 
those in "poor parts of the 
world". 

In an interview carried 
two issues ago in 
Sunday, she had 
complained about the 
price of things in Sweden. 
Now, she (inds.the 
Swedes attach too low a 
pricedag to their 
womenfolk. 

This is the conclusion 
she drew when, hustled 


between secret addresses 
around the country, she 
frequently found herself 
placed in homes fur 
battered women. 
Describing her 
expcriertce. she obsersed 
to a gathering in 
Denmark's capital of 
Copenhagen. "If Sweden 
wax a Society with 
equality fivbuth men and 
women, these kif>d of 
places would mn need lo 
exist.” 

Perhaps, she draws 
some small ctnnfori from 
being edified lhal 
Bangladesh doesn't hold 
the patent on misogyny. 


TmUrm NMreen: home and ow. 





AMmoiyo W: the rt|M ehoko 




ADY FOR ASH 


While Helen 
of Troy's 
face had launched a 
thousand jdiips. 
Aishwarya's has helped 
launch a do^en-odd 
'select' products. 

From the Sanjana girl 
to the much-s4Hight-after 
Miss Wortd. the Afd> 
name has netted huge 
success in ad circles. And. 
now comes the pri>x 
catch: she’s bagged the 
prestigious Philips 
campaign. 

Before flying oflTo 
F^ndhnvcn —the 
company’s 
hcNvtquancTs in the 


Netherlands—to cn(h>rse 
Philips Consumer 
Bleotrunics' audio and 
video pnxiucls. a 
beaming Aishwaiya 
posed at Bombay airport. 
Needlessly to say, she 
nude a pretty picture with 
her ha i r strategical ly 
outlining I he ntessageon 
herT'Shio: 'Arc you 
ready for Philips?’ 

After the 

siupcnduous SUCCCS.S of 
the Aishwarya’s Philips 
Powervision ad, the 
company seems to have 
made the ri^ht choice - * 
;tgain. • 













In a sense, Mani Ratnam should have expected trouble when he decided to 
riots Never before has a commercial film director attempted to portray a tj 
fresh in public memory | 
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The making of the most controversial 

film of the decade 


N O Indian Him in living memory has ever 

provoked this kind of controversy. When Man! 
Rainam's Btpmbay wxs released in 15 theatres 
in Hyderabad on 10 March, the reaction was 
instantaneous. The letters to the editor 
columns in newspapers were full of protests and Asaduddin 
Owaist, the MLA forG)arminar,demanded an immediate ban 
on the movie. 

To the surprise of most viewers, the police commissioner 
of Hyderabad agreed at once. Bombay was withdrawn from 
15 cinemas and a few days later,the ban was extended to two 
other districts: Rangarcddy and Nizamabad. 

In Karnataka, the Kannada version of Bombay was 
released slightly later. But it also had its share of problems. 
Though it opened to packed houses and a full advance 
booking roster, it attracted the same kind of complaints. Soon 
it was banned in the twin cities of Hubli and Dharwar and 
political organisations demanded an extension of the ban. 

Now, with the Hindi version ready for a national relea.se in 
over 100 cinemas on 7 April, there are apprehensions that this 
most eagerly awaited of all films will attract demands for 
similar bans. Already, Bombay has been delayed for three 
months by the Censor Board. Its director.Mani Ratnamjias 
had to reject calls from the Shiv Sena to retitle his nwvie 
Mumbai. And the distributee have voluntarily agreed to a cut 
to pacify the Sena's leader,Bal Thackeray. 

As the excitement over the release of what is expected to be 
one of this year’s biggest blockbusters builds up, so does the 
tension. Will the release go ahead on schedule? Will there be 
agitarions? And will the film provoke the kind of riots its 
detractors say are inevitable? 

When Mant Ratnam's Rojo became a national 
phenomenon, many wondered whether the director could top 
the impact of lhai movie. The controversy 












COVEH STORY 


over Bombay sug^e&u ihsU RatAam will 
shake India up again. 

I n a sense, Mani Rainam should have 
expected trouble when he deckled lo 
make a ftlm about the Bombay riou. 
Never before has a coounercial film 
director attempted to portray a traumatic 
event that is still so fresh in public memo¬ 
ry. But Ratnam is ucupt^ogeuc. 'I've 
made a film that speaks of the futility of 
violence and noting," he told Sunday. 
He does not believe that movies that 
seek to use real life events to send home 
a patriotic message »e occeasarily 
coniroversial, After al I, Roja did exact I y 
that and aJl it got was praise. T.N. 
Seshan. (he chief election commissio¬ 
ner, even declared. "This is a film that 
every Indian should see.* 

But Bombay is difTeieni. Nut only 
does it risk reopening fresh wourtds but 
il also tackles the sensitive theme of 
Hindu-Muslim tenskws. TtKce was a 
time when Indian cinema acted as (he 
great unifier and plugged away at the 
Hindu-Muslim hhai-bboi angle. But 
now as communal tensions have grown, 
directors have shied away from such 
themes. 

In Bombay. Mani Ratnam tackles 
them head on. Though the Him is pegged 
on the Bombay riots, these only feature 
in the second half. The entire first half of 
the rrtovie is devoted to the theme of for¬ 
bidden love—between a Hindu boy and 
a Muslim girl. 


The fihn opens in a 
small soitfh Indian villa¬ 
ge 10 which Arviod 
Swamy. who plays a jour¬ 
nalist widi the Bombay 
edition of the fndkvi 
Express, returns on holi¬ 
day. It is there ihtf his 
sister takes him to the 
wedding of a Muslim 
friend. 

The wedding, creative' 
ly filmed, marks Manisha 
Koirato's entraiKC In a 
sequence that ovex- 
sh^ws her celebrated 
introduction in l*M2: A 
l/*ve Story. Manisha 
appear* singing Krhna 
Hi Kyo. (The Hlm's big- 
gcsihii.) 

Swamy is smitten and 
deckles he wants to 
marry her. He spends enti¬ 
re days waiting for her by 
the nversidc and kings 
for opportunities to 
exchange a single word. 
When he docs finally gM 
to meet her. in a comic 
sequence with Swamy in 
drag, she indicates that 
she is as interested and 
the lovera render.vous in 
an old fort to the strains of 
rahi Re. 



DIRECTOR’S SPECIAL Charting Mani Ratnam's career 


Rtf Ini Aoo Ptf/jrf (Kanada): Mani 
Ratnam's first directorial venture, 
made in 1983 soon after he had 
obtained his Master's degree m 
business management from the Baja) 
Institute of Management in Bombay. 
Clearly, Ihe career change worked: 
Rainam won the Kamalaka State 
Award for best screenplay for this 
Mm which dealt with journey of a 
young boy from adolescence to 
adulthood. 

iKMJM RMgMfTaedl): This was 
Ratnam's nrst gm success, which 
came after he had deeded two 
movies—Papal MvaA/and tdtw 
KoMttmm 1964 and 1965. With 
tMs movie, Ratnam’s elder brother, 

G. VeokatMWsn. who was until 
then just a distributor, tuned 



producer. Ratnam won the silver 
medal for the best regional film m the 
Nahortal Film Awa rds of 1966 fo r 
Mouna Ragam, a movie which he 
w rote and directed. The sensitive 
portr^l of a young girt who is 
marrM off after a tragic romance and 
refuses to sleep with her husband 
struck a chord with Ihe audience and 
the film was a great success. 

Rayakaa (Tanll): Another 6. 
Venlateswaran-Mani Ratnam joint 
effort, the movie dealt with the rise 
and fan of a mafia don. The lead 
character, played by Kam^^iasan, 
was tTKKlened on Vardarajan 
Mudalitf. a lop gun of the Bombay 
underworld, and won the actor the 
Best Actor Award at the Rational Film 
Awards that y«ar. Mayakanem 
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Mani Ratnam 
took a big risk in 
casting Manisha 
Koirala as the 
Muslim bride 
but it is a risk that 
has more than 
paid off. Despite 
the presence of 
the vastly more 
experienced 
Arvind Swamy, 
Bombay is 
Manisha’sfilm 
ail the way 






ThcQ COOK Ihe pro* 
bleim. His own fanher 
loses his icmper and 
refiises lo allow ihe wed¬ 
ding Id go ahead. 
sisier is young,” he says. 

*lf you marry a Muslim 
and niift the family name, 
who will marry h^?” 

Muslim will.” reloos Swainy and 
decides lo go ahead. 

Manisha’s parents are even more 
hostile. When Swamy hmaehes ihc pn>- 
pDKal wiih her father, he is physically 
anacked and driven off the premises. 

*You arc a Hindu. We arc Muslims.** 
says the father. “Our hlood will never 
mmgle." 

"You arc wr^mg." replies Swamy. 
picking up a sword hy its blade. As his 
hand bkedv from the cut, he goes up to a 
cinvcfing Mani)iha. cuts her gently with 
(he same sword und ensures that Kis 
bkaiJ mixes with hcr\. 

"You MK.” he says. 'Our hltKxl has 
mingled." 

S wamy returns to Bombay ajkl sends 
for Manisha. On (he day she a/rives 
ai VT. he whisks her off to court for a 
registered mainagc She mo veil in to his 
small apartment much to the discomfitu¬ 
re othis Hindu landlady. ("How can you 
have a Muslim slaying here.' \ do puja.s 
and all that in this house.”) 

‘Rwy cut off all omtaci with their res¬ 
pective fainilies and raise tme of their 


C wUiK id «tha nwt pigt 


India's entry in the Oscars that year 
aodalso er^oyed a pood run in the 
dnentas of Q)e US. It was later 
remacte in Hindi as Oayrarr^ Feroze 
Khan, but this version—unHke the 
ohpinal—failed quite miserabty at 
the box office. 

Ag0ia3teh»tfiirs m (Tamil): Released 
in 19B6, this IHm was a runway 
box-office success. The credit lor Oils 
went to Ratnam's screenplay and 
direction, comirKing perforrnances 
by the lead stars Prabhu and Kartik. 
and some great tunes by Hayanaia, 
which set the cash regi^ ringtno. 

Cffaaiiaff (Teiageir Yet another hit 
tiwD tw Itai Ratnmn stable, this 
Urn won several awards, inchiding 
ffit MiDral Award lor the movie 
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own: twin boy^ They »rc pJanning Mo¬ 
ther chrtd (the siluttion for the hit song 
Kucfu, Kttchi Rakkamma) when (he 
troubles begin. 

Throughout the Him, there art gentle 
hints of the communal pressures that are 
building up. In the village. Manisha's 
father, a brick huildcr. is surprised when 
S wamy's father comn (o visit him. 


All of this comes apart 
on 6 Decendso. 1992 
when the Babri Masjid is 
demolished. 



T he second haff of 
Bombay is the 


“I haven't come to di.scuss our 
children." he iclls him, Tve come to 
discuss husinew. Will you make two 
(rock loads tif brteks for nw?" 

"Yes." says Manisha's father, "[f you 
will pay cash in advance." 


The deal U on the verge of being fi nali- 
sed when Swamy s father adds a final 
clause. The bricks arc nseani for Ayo* 
dhya and should have Kam written on 
them. 

He is chased out of the Muslim 
locality. 

After Mamsha arrives in Bombay, 
she is taken aback to be caught up in the 
crowd wiinrvsing LK. Advani's Rath 
Yatra. And on another occasion, she is 
startled when students come to her door 
and say that they arc raising money for 
the coiisliuciion of a Ram tempk at 
Ayodhya. 


Despite these lensioos, Swamy and 
Manisha raise a secular family. One of 
(heir twins lakes the Hindu grandfa* 
ther's name while the either take« the 
Muslim grandfather's. The children arc 
brought up as Indians with no sense of 
religious discord. 


tougher, grittier part of 
(he movie. Ratnam 
shows how communal 
tensions huild up and 
lead to the Deismber 
riots. In one of ihe film's 
most powerful scenes, 
the twiiM are grabbed by 
rioters who pour petrol 
over (hem and a.sk.*'Are 
you Hi ndus or Muvl imsT 

TV boys have no 
answer. And just as the 
thugs are about to set a 
maich to the petrol, the 
police arrive and open 
fire Fur days after that, 
the hoys wake with 
nightmares. They imagi* 
ne ih« they arc on fiit 
and keep asking (heir 
porenis.'A/c we Hindus ur 
Mu-dimsT 

Of course, the parents 
don't know what to say. 
But the situation quictena 
down and (win reconcilia* 
trons take plMe sshen 
both faihen — Swamy'a 
and Maniaha's — turn up 
in Bombay, worried by 




tv •! 
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DIRECTOR’S SPECIAL 



Charting Mani Ratnam’s career 


Ai^//(T«nll and Hindi): This 
touchmg story of a merdally 
handicafipod 

tw(baml-a'hall'y«v-old gM, was 
released in 1990, the Iniemabonal 
Year of the Girl CMd. WriOen and 
directed by R^nam, A/^toU the 
tato of the eponymous cMM bom iTTio 
a happy ruRtsar ^may, and how her 
condMongdlKte those around her. R 
ends wtth ttie dedh Of An^ but not 
before everyone has accapted her. 
flaws, shorttmkige and lA. 


sout^ R^ndtam and MammoQty, 
who played foes-tumad-friends 
Arvmd Swa^ held Ns own against 
flwse hvo ga^ of south Mian 


(Tamil) and fiW^IHMl^ 
movto starred two supenlars of ihi 



cinema as Rajntkanfs long-lost 
district collector brother. Swamy and 
Rajnikant have the slvidarQ criminal 
versus man of taw confrontations, 
but til ends wel If you discount 
Manvnooly's gory death. The Hindi 
version of Qei^hhas not done very 
weR, (hough, despite the success of 
the so^—jiaeneman, 4 b 
gterisad on Rajnikant and Sonu 


nWMW (Tanif); Mani 
Ratnam turned producer with tNs 
C9er mavis, starring Hindi flim 
actas Ani Aggwwii in a 
WondwwomiMype rale. M even 
ttw ealdiy tunes couldn't help (he film 
at the bOK-once arti a went down iie 
ateadbaloen. 
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Though the film 
is pegged on the 
Bombay riots, 
these only 
feature in the 
second half. The 
entire first half of 
the movie is 
devoted to the 
theme of 
forbidden love 
—between a 
Hindu boy and a 
Muslim girl 


the nories of the viotn- 
ce. For about a month, 
ttey all live happily toge¬ 
ther till m January the 
violence breaks out again. 

To reveal any more 
Nvould be to give away 
the cmire story of 
Btmifkty. Rut it is 
fair 10 say that few films in recent 
mcrTMwy can have been as gritiily uncom* 
pnim I si r\g w i th the facts. Everyth! ng fea¬ 
tured in the backdrop really happened: 
the murder of Mathsdi workers, the bur¬ 
ning of a lencmcni in Jogeshwari. the 
provocative maha an is, the allegations 
of police indincrence and of course, 
those who led the ntilers. 

Rauuifn is even handed in apportio¬ 
ning blame for (he violence. Th^ is a 
mullah, straighi out of central casting, 
who urgCK the Muslims to lake revenge 
for the demolition. Rut it is the Hindu 
leader whose pofVayal has provoked the 
most controversy. 

As portrayed hy Tinnu Anand. there 
is Utile (knjht (hat this chanKicr i.t meant 
to he Bal Thackeray. In one scene, 
Anand actually mouths one of 'ntacke- 
ray's real life dialogues. ’‘If my boys 
have demolished the Bahri Ma.sjid." he 
says. ‘'Then I am pnH»d of ihein.*' 

By (he time Bfmhay was ready for 
relcM, it seemed pn.>bablc that the Shiv 
Sena would come to power in Maha¬ 
rashtra. And nuhudy was sure how 
Thackeray wou Id react to his portrayal. 





R 0 / 9 (Tamil and Hindi): This was 
Ratnain's first nationwide hit. which 
touched upon a theme close to the 
country's heart: terronsm in the 
Kashmir Valley. The film revolved 
around Oie smigoles of a young 0 (^ 1 . 
Rofa. whomoved heaven, earth and 
the bureaucraev to get her husband 
(played by Arvind Swamy) rrieased 
from the clutches of fanabc Kashmiri 
miKtaits. But Ratnam ^es care not 
to delineate any of the characters In 
black and white, empfo^ng varyfng 
shades of grey, end thus even the 
ftfTodsts are shown as having a 
warm humtft side to them. The mix of 


CtiMsimhB 
«m partculv tMurites—pfwed 
to be an urteeMde combination. • 
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Sound Move 


Mnk boldt the key to the soecMS of sohIIi Min Hm 


How does Ae south tddiM fUm 
induaiy break ifiio the north lothn 
market? Tlm^ wdl-made films? By 
usuig Bombay Ms? 

(Muiious sex md violotoe? Wroog. All 
UuM has beo] tried AnJ h docSB*! wQdc. 
Tbe Mswer ic moiic. 

Ever since Hem lbMs*>Ai^ 
becne • npriae nbood Ut, 
pro Aic er t have itcophed the 

oemdioeariy 


Ate teMsom sold 2S Uhl 
A.R. Rahman, ili ooBie 

diiccior. became (he ho o cji property ui 
theiodusuy. 

Distributors are opUmiMi c abooi 
Bomhoy‘x convnertial proapecu 
because its cassecic has alie«iy sold roctf 
(imes as mmy units as In fact, it 
was Bombay that finally Up ^ki d Hum 
Aapk£ ten ten as Sadia's besi-seliing 


have 



Over the last fortniiht. its 
dorninmed te hitpnie. Od 

I Hi te 

Oq terrftir VuosUh tett 



cooqnBy *old the music righli Ibr a 
Kcori Sts 80 lakh to PedygnuB bitt wid 
this level of saka. even Polygxaa ta^ 
loake a foihine. 

Atete rdcMe of llie Hindi veite 
Uas ihauld aU UK AimrW. MCL 
te inade a mnteihg dactoteM lad' 

provide tUTV nnnipilllip 
dip cdated mg from 
Hma, tete . *' ' 

teoid MMBniaytetd 
pofBta^ of tew te 
Jte^uxtewteiii^ ' 
te oMdo^-oCaalss. The 
ntee totease (he video evee 
they know that the song would then tit 
to te topon BPi Oye. Supfrhit 
MugabtaMtiPkUifi$ Top tO because 
(h^ am convlAced4hat fans <rf the alia 
will rush lo the c lacm is lo see ffoMA 
Hama. 

Says an ABCS, ^pokespenion, “At 
some laiex stageafier the film is well 
established and these two songs have 
bccci m e t bole scale, (hen we 
consider nricaeiqgte video 
Ami BytahlrwiSj^ 









B ui by (hen. Bal Thackeray was not 
Bombay'X only problem. 

In (he last week of December I9M. 
Maui Ralnam submitted Bombay to (he 
Censor Board in Madras for certiAca- 
Uon. Ke was verbally assured by (he 
region^ officer that the film was fine 
and would get iis U ccnificate in no lime 
aiaJI. 

But the regional officer was new to 
(he job and (he very next day. Ratnam 
was (old ihal (he censors warned three 
major cuts. He refused. puin(«blank. to 
accept (hem. 

The Madras censors sent the Aim (o 
Bombay where a new commiitee invited 
police ofllcers to the screening. Once 
again, the rcbponsc was overwhel¬ 
mingly positive. The chairman of the 
Censor Hoard. Shakii Samania, was 
asked (0 approve (he film and he look the 
precaution of arranging a forTiul scree¬ 
ning for the police force. 

All of (be puliccmen, with the excep¬ 
tion of one officer, liked the movie and 
believed i( should he relca.scd. But such 
i.s the mood in India that nobody was wil¬ 
ling to say .soon the record. 

The policemen forwarded Himhoy to 
the Maharashtra home department. 

The home ministry refused to take 
any decision, li sent the filiii to chief 
minister Sharad Pawar who responded 
by saying that he wouldn't see it. 
Instead, he said, the home ministry m 
Delhi should lake a decision. 

This buck*pu.ssiiig UxA up two 
months. At (he end of the process, 
huy'.T pruducers were told (hat there was 
r>o chance uf the Him being certified (ill 
the MahanLshira elections were over. 
And even then, the censors wanted seve¬ 
ral cuts. 

Ruinam objected to each of the cuts. 
One of them sltowcd an innocent hysian- 
dcr *— a woman in a haJeuny — being 
accidcniully shsa during police firing. 
This was a real-life, well-documented 
instance but the censors feared that it 
might provoke anger against the police 
force. 

Tlicn there was the demolition of the 
Masjid iLself. OriginaJly, Ratnam had 
shown kor .srvahe approaching the 

domes. 11c t(K4; the line (bat at this was 

the truth.gnd had already been featured 
Oft Hewstrack^ HfirHirnes.^ and the like, 
there wa.s noduftf objcclionahlc about 
the sequence. 

The cenaors did not agree and Anally 
an uneasy compromise was arrived at 
whereby (he Aim wouldonly show stills 
of Ihe deotolitioo along wi(h newspaper 


headlines. The cut robs the following 
sequence — when Muslims arc angered 
hy (he dcuiolilkin and lake to die sirecu 

^of much of its power and fairness hut 
the censors would not have it any lAhcr 
way. 

The other cuts hud to do with one or 
two <ib)ectk)nablc dialogues and (hough 
Ratnam fought the censors tooth and 
nail, he Anally gave in when he was con¬ 
vinced that BombiSY would never sec the 

t 


light of day otherwise and (hat the cuts 
would not detract from the dramatic 
sequenevof the Aim. 

The censors claim that (hey have cut 
bdsveen 120 to 150 feet of the movie. 
Ralnam says that *thc censors must 
have cut hardly two minutes of the entire 
film". The (svo views arc roughly con¬ 
sistent and audiences in the south, where 
the Aim has been released, have not fell 
any Uks of tcinpo as a consequence of 
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repem^ We didn’i stan 

the violence. If you Kmk 

carefully at Ihe nim. you 

will find that it is all 

there. The murder of (he H 

Mathadi worken. The 

bunung of (he house in 

Jogcshwari. We had no 

choice but to retaJiaie. So 

how can you show me repenting?" 

This unusual objection had the produ* 
cers of Bombay stumped. They had fca* 
red (hat Thackeray would deny any 
involvemem in the riots. What (hey had 
not counted on was (hat he would object 
to being ponrayed as regretting the 
violence. 

A hasty consultation ensued. It was 
decided that it Thackeray himself did 
not feel at all repentant then it would he 
wrong fur the Tinnu Anand character to 
djspiay any remiirsc. They kept (he 
scene of A nand going around in a car but 
they deleted a few seconds worth of foo> 
(age in which he buries lits head in his 
hands. 

It was a «mall pnee to pay to keep the 
tiger ofl* ihei r hacks. 


routed through this corporation, but it 
would also ioveai inodtercniatainmem* 
related activities. 

Bachchan HmI seen a rough veraon of 
the Tamil-languagc Bombay in Madras. 
The actor has long been a Msii Ratnam 
admirer — two years ago. assoned pro¬ 
ducers tried to interest him in a Hindi 
remake of Ralnam’s Oakpaii (later dub¬ 
bed into Hindi as />alpaii) — and he 
likedwhathesaw. 

He told Ramam that his Amiiabh 
Bachchan Corporation Limited (ABCL) 
would buy the negative rights to the 
Hindi version (including the 
soundtrack) in perpetuity for Rs 1.5 
crofc. With other earnings. Ratnam 
stood to make upio Rs 2.5 crore from ihe 
Hindi venuun akme — not a bad deal, 
given that UtmOtay couldn't have cost 
more than Rs 3 crore lo m^. And Rat- 
nam still had Uie profiLs fmm the langua¬ 
ge versions. 

There was another fwtor. Everybody 
knew that Bombay was g<Mng to he a 
coniruversial film. AnJ if ii was going to 
gel a theatrical release, it nc^ed the 
backing of somebody with (beckiui and 
stature of Amiiabh Bachchan. 

According to ABCL sources. Bach* 
chan didn't have to do very much, 
Bombay was delayed anyway and when 
it was passed, the Bachchan factor was 
not icfriWy signiricant. But (hen. ABCL 
usually plays down the Bachchan angle. 

Nevenhele&s. it was 
Bachch«i who arranged 
a special sbw of the 
movie at Prakash 
Mchra's Sumeci preview 
theatre for BaJ Thacke¬ 
ray. The Shiv Sena supre¬ 
mo sat through the film in 
silence. And (hen. he said 
he had an objection. 

"When I saw tfae filou* 

Thackeray told Swday. 

"1 realised that Mr Tinou 
Anand had portrayed me 
in a manner that did not 
refiec* the inith. At (he 
end of (he riots, (hey 
show Tiiuui Anand — 

(bai is. me ^ going 
around in a car. Thee, 
when he sees the violen¬ 
ce. Ire covers his firee in 
his hands and repents. 

Hiis is wrong. Totally 
wrong." 

Wrof^7 

"Yea. yes, I never 
repented. Why should I 


audrences.bodtied on A.R. Rahman's 
tnodon mngemeniA rejected the 
old-fashioned soundtrack by Rayaraf^ 
ID6ecaseofB<MlhIQ^ iheindustiy Is 
i^viiKed that tire soundtrack wiU ser^ 
the ane pmpoae as thescore— 
ntfanm for the f»al ^ weeks. 


the movie dat will deteraune its 


W hile the release of Bombay has 
resulted in protests in all areas of 
the south, there is one dcrrionstration 
that ha.v received insufTident coverage. 

The Madras distribulon of Bombay 
were apprehensive of the that 

would greet it 
on its release. .So Urey 
kept all pre-release publi¬ 
city to a bare minimum. 
The only new.vp^r adn 
appeared on the day of 
release. 

They were enough. In 
an hour, the film was sold 
uui for the whole of (he 
first week. The black mar- 
ketem moved in and as 
the advarree boc^ing 
period of 20 days quickly 
fil'^ up. tickns with a 
face value of R$ 16 were 
being sold for Rs 200. 

This siluttion angered 
600 students who had 
goiK to see the movie 
only to find thal no seats 
were available. On the 
HrM day of its run. they 
agitated outside the twin 
Devi-Paradisc cinemu 
on Madra.\’ Mount Riiad 
and whei> no tickets were 
promised, drey staged a 


Bo/nfcay’s Hindi 
version should 
establish 
Manisha Koirala 
as the thinking 
man's Madhuri 
Dixit 


the deletions 


O nce the censors had been dealt 
with, Ralnam had only Bat Thacke¬ 
ray to worry about before he could 
release his Him. Bui he had a secret 
weapon. 

At the end of last year, actor Amiiabh 
Bachchan decided to start his own 
entertainment corporation. Not only 
would Bachchan's own activities be 




et 




rasta rvko. 

As irafTic jams clogged Mount Rowl, 
the police were sent for. But try as (hey 
might, they could not get the students to 
relent. "Why was (he film released clan¬ 
destinely?* they asked. "Why wasn't 
there any publicity?" 

Finally, the police consulted with (he 
exhibitors who agreed to hold a special 
show for the students. Pacified, the 
youths disperTied quietly and order was 
restored to Mount Road. 

The box^ffice reaction throughout 
(he south has been phenomenal. In 
Madras, the Rajnikant stanenfiadAs/uh 
was expected to be the biggest grosser of 
(he spring. But Bombay's collections 
have outstripped Bodhshah's. even 
though the movie has been withdrawn 
from so many cinemas. For instance, ii 
was originally exhibited in SI (heabes in 
Andhra Pradesh but had to be with¬ 
drawn from 24 of them after the police 
imposed bans. 


Bombay needed the 
backing of somebody 
with the clout and stature 
of Amitabh Bachchan to 
get a theatrical release 


This phenomenal response seems 
Ij kel y to spread to the rest of the cou ntiy 
after the rdca>ie of the Hindi version oo 
7 April. Says Bal Krishna Shroff of 
Shringai Films who are distributing the 
movie in B<^bay teirilnry. "I took three 
exhibitors to Madras with me to see tbe 
ftlm ar>d they were staggered by the 
dteme,*' 

Agrees iamu Sugandh of ABCL, 
"What suTf^ses me about Bombay is the 
kind of rcspMse that we get at the scree¬ 
nings from peojHe who have not been 
specially invited to see the movie. Never 
b^ore have I seen projectionists get so 
excited about a picture. Normally, as 
soon as (be bghts are dimmed, the pre¬ 
view theatre is full of people who have 
sneaked in to see the movie. This kind of 
response is unprecedented in my 
experience." 

T be release strategy for the Hiruli ver- 
sioo of Bombay is to give i( a limited 















relcj^e in classy cinemas at! over the 
country. A Subhu.sh Ghaj blcx;kbuster 
gels a release in :^00 cinemas and coats 
disiribuiors Rs 70 M 80 lakh per territo 
ry. In conuasi, Bombay has just 100 
pnnis and ii has been sold at a relatively 
low price to disirihulopi — ABCL will 
make its money from the commisston 
earned after the film crosse.s a certain 
minimum guarantee, 

Tlte idea is to not overload Bombay 
with commercial expeciatioos of the 
kind that a tllm with this kind of unusual 
content may not he able to fulftl. The stra¬ 
tegy makes sense but after the f^nome- 
naJ response in the south, industry sour* 
CCS wortder if ABCL is being too 
conservative. 

Already, the music cassette seems set 
to become the biggest seller in Indian 
hisiory. Figures are hard to come by. but 
it is estimated that the Bombay 
soundtrack has sold at least otic crore 
units — 50 lakh for the Hindi version 

-- 



Thanks to A.R. Rahman, 
the music cassette of 
Bom/wy seems set to 
become the biggest seller 
in Indian history 


and the rest for the language tapes. 

Moreover. Bombay has received the 
kind of editorial publicity that money 
cannot buy. Any article about the film is 
eagerly lapped up and dislnbuictfs 
expect full hou ses for the Hrst few weeks. 

But the ABCL strategy is to be care* 
ful. Roja starred with a limited release 
and (ben snowballed into a phenomenon 
on the strength of word-of*mou(h 
recominendations. 

Contrast that with the recent Datpaii, 
(he Hindi version of Dafapad Despite 
orte hit song and the scar presence of Raj- 
nikant, the film did not reach its box* 
office targeu. Various reasons are 
advanced for (hi s failure. 

One is (hat Che music, by (layaraaja 
did not have the impact of A.R. Rah¬ 
man's scores forRoJa and Bombay. Ano* 
iher is that the movie was too old — the 
dubbed version was released three years 
after the Tamil original. Thediird is that 
the theme did not reflect the patriotic sen- 
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liment that made Rojo a hit. And finally. 
Oalpati was overtyped. 

Hence, the cautiixis relea.se for 
Bombay. But within the industry, few 
people have any doubts about its cmti* 
mcrcial prospects. Says one distribute. 
'Tor most of his career Mani Rainam 
has made movies for the classes. But 
Bombay w III be a hi i with the masses," 

M ani Ruiimin is opti* 
mis tic that there 
will he no further pro¬ 
blems with Bombay. He 
is F^ilosophical abrwt the 
censenhip: "My aim is 
that the film should reach 
(he people. And this was 
a minor hurdle alonj; the 
way. Forget the con¬ 
troversy; the filrr IS still 
intact.’ 

He maintains that 
Bombay is uswni tally a 
"love story set ugainsi the 
background of the riots. 

You cannot misundcr* 
stand the expression." 

And he is certain that he 
has his facts right: "I met 
a lot of journalists and 
people who were affecicd 
by the riots. Added to that 
I mei voluntary workers 
and viewed all the 
dcK'untcntary ftxirage. I 
don't ihink there are any 
inaccuracies on that 
score," 

And, in foci, the 
controversy over the the* 
malic content of Bombay 
detracts fn>m its merit.s as 
a film. Like most Mam 
Ratnum movies, it is 
ektraordinarily slick. The 
director took u big risk in casting Mani- 
sha Koirala as the Muslim bride but it is 
a risk that has more than paid oft, Des¬ 
pite the presence of the vastly more expe¬ 
rienced Arvind Swamy. Bombay is 
Manisha's film all the way. 

She manages the performance of a 
lifetime even chough she was dubbed in 
the language versiorxs and was dapen 
dent expressions rather titan dialogue 
delivery. However, (he Hindi, which has 
her own voice, should soon establish her 
as the thinking man's Madhuri Oixil. 

She had some surprises in store for 
her when she began the work for Rat- 
nam. Unlike Bombay directors, he irts- 
ista on as much realism us possible. The 


most famous insiancc is the scene of 
Manisha arriviog ai Bombay’s VT sta¬ 
tion, Most directors would have used a 
set or filled the real station with extras. 

Ratnam used the real station with real 
people. He sent Manisha imo the crowd 
svearing a burkha — as the character is 
supposed to in the movie — and then 
had her remove the buriiha and show her 


face to Arvind Swamy who is wailing 
for her. 

The secjucnce wa.s shot in a single 
take and by the time the crowd of pa.sscn- 
gers realised that it had Manisha Kmrala 
in its midst. Marti Ratnam had the foota¬ 
ge he wanted. 

Manisha* s presence will gi ve viewers 
iri the north a certain familiarity with the 
movie arKi distributors are glad that Rat¬ 
nam took a risk (hai paid off. 

W ill the release of Bombay's Hindi 
version be as peaceful as some 
expect? It*s hard to say. Certainly, the 
objections that have been regcsieted for 


the south Indian versions were totally 
unexpected. 

Bombay is one of (he first films to 
portray the Muslim victims of the Bom¬ 
bay riots sympathetically. And yet. it is 
somehow typical of the pathetic nature 
of the leadership of the Muslim commu* 
nily that the objeciionx should have 
come from Muslims. 

In Andhra. Asaduddin 
Owai«i has asked for a 
ban on the grounds that 
Bombay is a threat lo the 
'principles of Islam*, 
Owaisi asks. "How dare 
the film show a Hindu 
boy removing the burkha 
of a Muslim girl?" 

Other Muslim organi¬ 
sations have alieinpied to 
steal Owaisi's thunder. 
One complaint is that the 
film refers to the demoli¬ 
tion of (he Babri Masjid 
and that this buns the sen¬ 
timents of the Muslims, 

When such objectiims 
are made by Muslim 
leaders trying to score 
polMical points, it's hard 
(o see what more damage 
could be done to India’s 
Muslims by Hindu cum- 
munalists. Equally, the 
situation is as unpredicta¬ 
ble because more ridicul¬ 
ous protests could he 
registered by leaders in 
search of a following. 

But for the vast majori¬ 
ty of Soffihoy'.v viewers, 
such objections arc besi¬ 
de the point. What is 
mure imporUinl is that tor 
the first time a commercraf Indian film 
director has pul his rqiuiaiion and his 
money on the line in the hope that the 
basic secularism of audiences will shine 
through the haired and .stupidity of politi¬ 
cal leaders. 

Bombay's message is that all commu¬ 
nal violence U futile; that we are Indians 
firet and Hindus or Muslims Kecwid: »nd 
that finally India can only be built 
through love and underKianding. 

It is a message that we could hear 
more uf in these troubled times, • 

RrB. Qmsri 
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The producers of Bombay had feared that 
Bal Thackeray would deny any 
involvement in the riots. So they were 
stumped when he merely objected to being 
portrayed as regretting the violence 







''Fofilk's’i intf rests me .' Tavlem Singh once saU 
I m an interview, "because it affects evervrhini in 

life''. 

In Her years of experience as a poiitUvl jour¬ 
nalist. the focus of her mierest has been on 
events in Punjab and Kashmir. 

In her new book, Kashmir A Tragedy Of 
Errors, she describes the build-up. unnoticed by 
many, to the present crisis in Kashmir. Some 
extracts... 

The tTDuble began in a 
quieU' inconspicuous way. 
There were many people, 
afterwards, whu said with 
the herwfjt of hindsight 
that (hey knew the rigged 
election was the final blow 
and (hat it was clear almost 
immediately (hat youths 
had started crossirtg into 
Pakistan for training, arms and moni support. If 
this started to happen that soon, however, it was 
not so obvious as it may now seem. Ato (be ini¬ 
tial reaction, Kashmir subsided into its usual sur¬ 
face calm, 

The summer of 1987 was one long, glorious 
season. I remember being in Oulmarg for two 
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weeks that year and it was a Nilly scasiui like 
almost no other. The huts were bonked so many 
times over, the Punjabi society ladies from Uelhi 
were ready to scratch each other's eyes * m to get 
the better ones. New ones had been built along 
(he outer circle of (he Gulf Course, which is 
almost the whole Utwn. and these were cc>nsider- 
ed not quite as fashionable us the older one.«; just 
below (he Highland Park Hotel. So, Uidics witit 
aspirations to style und aristocracy and ladies 
who wanted to show how well connected they 
were fought each other to get into the old huts. If 
politics came up oi all it was only to di.scuss who 
knew Farooq better and could therefore get a but* 
ter hut. 

The Highland Park Hotel was where (hose 
who were loo ridi to need to compete suyed 

It was also where everyone went in (he even¬ 
ings to drink cognac in the bar and gaze mesmeri¬ 
sed at the n)Oonlight playing over one of the 
most spectacular views in the world. In front of 
you was the golf course, rolling in soft curves 
towards the li^u of (he main bazaar on the other 
side, on your left (he river, all silver and gilt, and 
on your right and behind the dark hills that 
stretched all the way to the Pakisiani border. 

That summer H^ert was (he usual mixture ol 
the haute bourgeoisie from Delhi, indut>trialisis 
* * as 













The cai3Joguc indica* 
les that alchough serious 
trouble was mw brewing 
in the VaJley ii was still 
containable, and ihai 
most of the pee^le who 
died in (he violence were 
killed by police bullets. 
On IS ^tember I98B, 
the militants got their 
Om marcyr when Ajaz 
Dvof the JKLF was kill¬ 
ed by the pol ice dun ng an 
alleged attempt lo asiiidsi- 
naie Srinagar's police 


Once the gloss 
began to peel, 
Rajiv Gandhi 
was seen as 
just anhther 


Sonia asa 
grasping, 
ImeMa Marcos 
figure 


>htsCiV <4^)4^ 

T he only hint of ihing.^ 
not being quite so per¬ 
fect politically that sum¬ 
mer came when A flab 
Seth, our consul-general 
in Karachi, who was 
there with his wife and 
family, while chatting to 
a ghfidanvl/ah mention¬ 
ed thai he had just come 
from Pakistan. The 
ghodawaltah took this to 
mean that he was Pakista¬ 
ni and immediately start¬ 
ed to pour his heart oui 
about how they preferred 
Pakistan to India. 

Indian consul-generals 
in Karachi are not amus¬ 
ed by pro-Pakistan talk so 
it seemed to disturb him. 
but the rest of us brushed 
it aside as Just the usual 
Kashmir rubbish. 

Pakistan was not a 
threat that summer, Zia- 
ul-Haq W9S in serious 
(rouble. After a brief 
flirtation with democracy 
he had decided fmally to 
dre^ all pretence and go 
back (o being the military 
dictator thoi he was. He 
sacked thePrime Minister 
and his government and 
look the reins beck into 
hi s own experienced mili¬ 
tary grip, but the reins 
were no longer firm even 
in his hands. The shadow 
of the Bhuttos had come 
back to haunt him in me 
form of Benazir Bhutto, 
who had returned frum 


foreign shores to tumultuous welcome 
rallies wherever she went. Even in Kashmir, 
people sensed that things were not os well with 
Pakistan as they should have been. 

This was not something, bowevdr. that slopp¬ 
ed Kashmiri youths from going across the border 
in search of solace, guns, training and what the 
Paki stani s cal r moral supper’. 

II (he Ka.shmir govemmeni's intelligence 
agencies were aware of (his traffic, they did not 
seem particularty worried. 

Indian intelligence is not very reliable on 
these matters so nobody is absolutely sure when 
the arms began (o flow in but everyone agrees 
ihai it must have been sometime in that summer 
of 1987. once the binemess of the stolen election 
had sunk in. So, even as we sipped red wine and 
gazed into our fires in Gulmorg. the line of con¬ 
trol was becoming a sieve through 

which all manner of wea¬ 
ponry was beginning to 
pour into the Valley. 


N ot surprisingly. It 
was Farock] himself 
who became the target of 
the first major act of viol¬ 
ence in May 1987. His 
motorcade was attacked 
while he was on hii way 
to the Idgah for Id 
(ffayers. Then, slowly, 
the terrorist acts became 
nwre common. A couple 
of rhonths later, in July, a 
police pany was attacked 
with petrol bombs and an 
attempt was made to 
snatch a rifie from the 
policemen. A year later 
came the next attack on a 
police pany, and by 
August 1988 there were 
so many terrorist attacks 
that Jagmohan managed 
to make a detailed catalo¬ 
gue of them in his diary. 


from Bombay and priiKo fomi here and ihcre. 
Politics wa^ almost r^ver Jiscu.ssed except when 
XUIT 1 C politicians showed up. I rctiwmbcr seeing 
Arjun Singh and his family who were (here brief¬ 
ly once but gcnemlly the only pobliciun who 
came was l';irouq. lie wimld appear u\ the High¬ 
land Park for lunch and this would cause quite a 
stir since, unlike in the old days, ho no longer 
came so often to the dinner parties and the bonfi¬ 
re events. Ho see mod to have sobered after beco¬ 
ming chief minister for the second tiiiw and ilK*re 
was a kind of restraint about him that.nobody 
had noticed before. When he came to Gulmarg 
the Iasi thing he wanted wo^ to talk politics no 
there was almost nothing to intrude rm the pcrfcc- 
li<m of days spent riding and trekking and even¬ 
ings spent sipping wine in the warmth of blazing 
log fires. 









chief, Ait Muruiinnicd WaUli. 

The firs4 succc^ful icrronsl aci look place the 
following month when a car bomb planted in a 
Maniii van in 1^1 Chowk injured 11 people By 
now the Valley had \een its first Kalashnikovs. 

More than a year after the fir^i incident, the 
police and the adm ini strut ton in Srinagar still 
had no idea who or how many the uridcrgmund 
leaders were, or where they were hiding, and 
ihcy managed to bring the whole Valley to a 
stand still whenever they wanted. 

Farooq Abdullah, probably a ware by now that 
the situation was beyond any poliiical solution 
that he cou Id offer, t ried to compcnsaie by gis i n g 
the Kashmiris economic development and made 
it sound as if an economic boom in (he Valley 
was mere moments away. 

They talked of sieppcd-up iLssistance from the 
Central government amounting to mote than 
Rs 2,()(X)crore instead of the Rs 1.4CK>crorc<mgi- 
nail y approved. 

TVy talked of big projects like the Kandi 
watershed development programme, (he naiioiv 
al sericulture project and the Dtl Lake develop¬ 
ment project. They talked of industrial develop¬ 
ment and a riew recruitment policy. Srinagar 
would be transformed, they said, with more than 
Rs I2tl crort being spent on devel<^ing what 
they called *core areas'. And there would be. 
they sakl, 'a massive programme to build rowK 
‘^11 over the state’. 

•watT: tv*’•*» 


A 11 ihib sounded wonderful on paper. In fact. 
^%howL*ver. whether *due to Delhi not coming 
through with sufficient funds, or due to the cor* 
ruplion of Farooq's government, nothing came 
of i(. Reekie's lives did not visibly improve nor 
did Kashmir's roads, villages or anything else. 
Educated urtcmployed youths continued to be a 
serious problem as did simple things like gelling 
admission into medical colleges or other speciali¬ 
sed courses. Medical seats were at such a prem¬ 
ium that SKnagar buzzed permanently witlv 
rumours of how the old Begum Sahib (Farooq's 
rnother) took thousands of rupees per scat. Char¬ 
ges of ccffTuplion began to be made against the 
Abdullah family in general and, for the first 
tiiue. pet>plc began to look afresh at what Sheikh 
Sahi b h i mself had done for them. 

KnMn having been almost a god till he died he 
suddenly began to be vkwed as an ordinary poli¬ 
tician who had allowed nis family to ^nefit 
frcND power, ju.sr like politicians elsewhere in 
India, and who had left behind an heir who had 
betrayed Kashmir. Mauivi Farooq was one per¬ 
son I made it a point to meet because he was like 
a barometer of K ashmiri pub! ic opj n ion. 

Years laier, when 1 looked at my notebook. 1 
was amazed at how prophetic his remarks had 
been, "The situation." he said, pausing to gaze 
out at the garden and the rTKMintains beyond, "is 
very alarming and out of control. The main rea¬ 
son is the failure and miarule of the govern- 

f. 


It seems 
extraordinary 
thatsucha 
small group of 
milrtantswas 
able to bring 
the Farooq 
Abdullah 
government to 







me{i(.. People have realised that the secular, 
nationalist parties are all lies, They are rtot in 
power to hdp the i^utm or the awam, they art 
here on^ for self*aggrandisemen( and for 
power." He added that people had lost faith in 
democracy and were more attracted to the mili¬ 
tants, and their unned solution to the probkm. 
because they felt that they, at least, were prepar¬ 
ed to die for Kashmir. 

Something new was happening in KAthmir. 
something so completely different to anything 
that had happened before that it was beyrmd the 
comprehension of either Farooq or Rajiv. 

U is difficult to explain the frivolity of Rajiv's 
court lu someone who was not actually there. 
Whatever Indira Gandhi's faults may have been, 
and there were lots, rtobody doubted that she was 
completely political and that she did run a proper 
government even if iKMhing moved withtHii her 
personal permission. In Rajiv's case it was hard 
e ven to be suit about this. llte people he surroun* 
ded himself with were apolitical, too clever by 
half and prevented real political informarion 
from getting through to him. 

It was as if the country had hy sume bizarre 
accident been handed over to a group of schoc^- 
children. As if when their time was up somebody 
would simply whisk them away and allow pro¬ 
per politicians to come and put things right 
again. Everyone in his team thwght that he was 
God's special gift to India so nobody listened to 
any adv ice that came from ou Lside i he exal led cir* 
c le of inneniHKt adv i sen. 

If you needed advice on telephone^. agri c uitu • 
rc. drinking water and alternative sources of ener¬ 
gy you called on Sam Ritroda. whi^-kid supre¬ 




mo, wbo could do almost anything unper the sun 
even if his expertise was meant only to be in the 
5eld of telecommunications. Then you had 
Mani Shankar A iyar who was the epitome of the 
clever Ooon Sch^ boy. He crack^ the sort of 
‘in* jokes that Rajiv loved and he was ready, as 
long as he was i n charge, to in si met journal iscs in 
every aspect of the functioning of Rajiv's 
government. 

M.J. Akbar wa« the resident Kashmir expert. 
It was rumoured that the 1986 accord between 
Farooq and Rajiv was partly the handiwork of 
Akbar. In facL however. Farooq and Rajiv were 
more than capable of making their own stupid 
mistakes. 


Even the 
women now 
tefl you that 
they believe it 
is right for 
good, Muslim 
women to be 
veiled in 
accordance 
with Islam 


T he ctHJit and its lack of political savvy was 
only ooe of Rajiv's problems. His own politi¬ 
cal decline coincided almost exocily with the 
election in Kashmir that brought Farooq back as 
chief minister for the second time. What started 
as mere whispers of corruption, provoked by the 
resignation of his defence minister, V.P. Singh, 
rum^ into a public uproar by the end ot 191:17, so 
that by the time the violence began in Kashmir. 
R^iv was too embroiled in his own personal 

prt^ems. 

Camelot collapsed like a Ikyusc of curds once 
the charges of corruption began. Rajiv and Sonia 
were no longer seen a* the golden couple who 
were going to take a fully computerised. nuxJcm 
India into the 21 si century. Once the gloss begun 
to peel he was seen as just another politician, 
ready to make hU sortxof compromise.s, and she 
W9A seen a.s a grasping, greedy wife, alirso.st an 
Imclda Marcos figure. 



Kashmir would have 
been the last thing on 
anyone's mind in Delhi 
once Rajiv * s own dilTicul- 
tics began, so il was left 
to Farooq to try and con¬ 
tain the small sparks of 
violence that occurred in 
1988. He did not lake 
them as seriously as he 
should have for the sim¬ 
ple reason that nobody 
could have realised then 
that these sparks would 
one day rum into a fire. Il 
had never happened 
before In Karfimir. Why 
should it happen now? 


The popular Indian 
view, propagated to a 
large extent by nation¬ 
alist. Right-wing politi¬ 
cal parties like the Bhara¬ 
tiya Janata Party, is that il 
is all Pakistan's fault. In 
fact, however. Pakistan 
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had yet to become scnously involved in foment 
mg (rouble in the Valley. Too many (hings were 
happening in Pakistan in I9R8*89 toi anyone to 
be overly concerned with Kadimir. 

In August 1 9%S, Zia-ul-Haq died in a mysteri 
ous plane crash. Tins led. to elections which 
brought Benu/ir Bhutto to power and gave Paki¬ 
stan its first democratically elected govemmedt 
in more than len years. The institutions of 
democracy ihol Zia had so assiduously deuroy 
ed needed to be rebuilt from scratch.,TheTeladon 
ship between (he new Prime Minister and \he 
military-bureaucratic csiahlishmeni in Islama 
hud needed to be worked out anew. There was 
simply too much to be done for Kashmir to be a 
priority issue. 

T he situation, thixighbad by Kashmiri siaudv 
ds. was no wui'sc than it is in other Indian sia 
tes like Bihur and Andhra Pradesh where there 
arc regular terrorisi attacks committed hy 
extreme-Left groups. Things were still not so 
bud thai they could not have been brought under 
con I ml by ;in efTicicni and credible government. 
Faiooq. alus, wa.s unable to provide this. 

It the Naikunal ("ontcr- 
dice govemmeni was 
unable to do anything, 
the Corgress govern¬ 
ment in Delhi seemed 
incapable of doing very 
much either, mainly 
because by the end of 
I9K9, Kajiv Gandhi was 
fur nuir? concerned atviut 
winning ibe general elec¬ 
tion and Boforsjiol Kash¬ 
mir. was the key ixsuo. 

I.lesides. I he re were 
oUicr pTviblci os. The Con¬ 
gress was ihc only nation¬ 
al p^iny (o have a base in 
the Valley hut wiih the 
Kajiv-l-arooq accord, this 
base disappeared almost 
ovcmiglu. So. real mhir- 
mulion about what was 
going on in the Valley 
stopped ^•;K'hing the 
Pt line M i n I si er s Office. 

There wav alsu a serious failure on (he pofl of 
I ho country's many intelligence agencies wlxi 
appeared not to have antieipaied M all that the lit- 
lie incidents of violence in the Valley were lead¬ 
ing up to soiiKthing really hig. 

Bureaucrats w ho went up from the plains tend¬ 
ed to behuve loo much like viceroys io be able to 
cMablish genuine links with the Koshmiri.s and 
the occasional exceptions like Ashok Jailley. 
who did succeed against all odds, were not mist¬ 
ed by Delhi That left only the informaiion thw 
Haj Bhavan couid <^upply and since iagmohan 
had cried wolf so often in the past, much of what 
■vNMva «svr««» ' 



Meanwhile, in 
Pakistan, ^ 
shadow of the 
Bhuttos had 
come back to 
haunt 
Zia-ul-Haq 


be said may not have been laken too seriously. 

It was no surprise Ihcn that Delhi had no idea ! 
ai all of (he extent la which the underground 
movement for azadi had begun to vuccectl. 
Farooq noticed (hat there were problems but in 
his usual fli^MUit fashion he attributed what was 
happening la supptwt from the local Urdu press 
and tried to control the situation by impr>sing cen¬ 
sorship. He was furious with the presx and would 
have happily have closed down all the local 
peters had he been able to. in an interview be 
gave me for the Sunday Observer he ranted and 
railed against the newspapers and defended the 
censorshi p hi II he was try ing to pass. 

"U is not censorship," he said. “But you should ( 
see what we have faced. One of ihc newspapers 
actually said in an editorial that instead of throw¬ 
ing bombs on innoceni people you should throw 
btMTibs on Congress and National Conference 
workers. 
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whai he should do next, no in (he same interview 
he would coniradict himself. M one point I ask¬ 
ed him whether he regretted hU uccord with 
Rajiv %ince il was seen lo have been achieved at 
(he coK( of his personal humiliation and that of 
Kashmir. He said that humiliation or not he was 
of the opinion that only the clo$e«t tics with the 
Centre could save Kashmir. Bui by the end of the 
interview he agreed (hat after ihe 198.'! election 
he represented Kashmir m the real sense us 
opposed to now. "Did Delhi accept it? I couldn't 
ge( a damn thing done...Don't you think it was 
necessajy to give ihat sacrillcc for the betierment 
of these people?'* 

Unfortunately for Karooq. there were not 
many Kiudimiris who saw what be had done as a 
sacrifice for Kashmir. They saw it as Kashmir 
being sacrificed forthe beitcrmcni of the Abdul¬ 
lah family and they were unable to forgive that 
from (he son of a man who had spent so many 
yean in jail fee Kashmir. By the second year of 
Farooq's second term as chief minister it was 
clear chat the beginning of the end had begun 

Something had gone terribly wrong and Delhi 
had. no idea whal... Hanoz DUH door ast. By 
1969. because of the general election, il was as 
far from Kashmir as it was possible to be. Rajiv 
was too busy savi ng himscl f to even think of sav¬ 
ing Kashmir. • 


"Then they {(he m i li tarns) .started to attack our 
workers, like our Ml.A Abdul SumadTeli. They 
missed his guli and blusted {the K>mb> in the 
next one. So the Srinuaur Timfy nude a box of it 
and said dtis bomb wa.s actually meant for Teli 
but. unfonunotely. he (the bomber) missed the 
road and he should have gone here, giving them 
total location of ihc house. Then they prim every 
now and then that Shabir Shuh said such a thing. 
How do they know it is Shahir Shuh?*' 

He seem^ confused and uncomprehending. 
He talked ol arming his workers so that they 
could take on (he boys with the KuU;ibnikovs. 
and he said ih'il the reason why lerruism was 
spread i ng was because the pol ice were being for¬ 
ced to fighi with old- fash iocied guns against auto¬ 
mat ic weapons and this wax clearly not a fair 
fight. 

He made 1 1 sound as i f the govemmeni was fac¬ 
ing an army of trained militanus. In fact the num¬ 
ber of miUtimis that he was talking about wa.s 76 
in custody at me moment. Counting motivators 
and supporters it would he ohouc 176 

It seems extraordinary that such a small group 
of men, albeit armed with Kalashnikovs (Ih^ 
had seized 45 by ihc summer ot 1969) should be 
able to bring the govemmem lo its knees. 

The re«K>n why this was possible was because 
the government hud no credibility left and 
Farooq's own authority was in i(ucstU>n. As 
usual he was unsure of whut hud gone wrong and 


People speak 
of tte exploits 
of the 

undefground 
leaders with 
affection and 
even children 
treat them as 
heroes 
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THE lAST WEAPON: retafivei of kidnty patienss on hunger-strike in Hvderabad 


Marriages of convenience 


Organ dealers find a way of gelling around the new law that 
prohibits unrelated kidney transplants 


Rackcicen> have an 
uncanny knack of get¬ 
ting around the law. 
Following the 

cousii>‘W)de hue and 
cry raised over illegal 
ANDHRA kidney donations, 
organ dealers in H ydc* 
rabad have devis^ a 
unique way of getting doctors to per- 
fonn the surgery. Instead of buying kid¬ 
neys from donors, they are now busy 
organising marriages on tbc condition 
that the bride will demate one of her kid- 
neys to the ailing husband. Her family is 
also paid off besides reimbursing the 
wedding expenses. ‘'Five such marria¬ 
ges were reponed in the city in the first 
week March.” adreiu a senior p^ice 
ofRcial. 


la fact, more and imuv such marria¬ 
ges of convenience are being reported 
from difTereni pans of that state. H>dera- 
bad has always been a thriving centre for 
kidney iraos^ant operations and the six 
private and two government-run hospi¬ 
tals in the city performed on an avurage 
20 such surgeries every day. Bui soon 
after the Bangalore Police unearthed a 
major Tvket in the business and arrested 
two doctors, the city's nephrologists 
promptly went on a strike, refusing to 
p^orm operations in cases involving 
"non-relat^ donoK'*. Result: nearly 
500 kidney patients have been kept on 
dialysis. The month-long parkys bet¬ 
ween the patienU and the government 
have faikd to yield anything concrete so 
fur. even thou^ the AnSua Pradesh 
High Court directed the surgeons to take 


u p the Neriou s cases. 

With the number of critical cases 
steadily increasing, relatives of tlie 
patients went on a relay hunger-strike in 
the slate capital. They were supported 
by the United Youth Organisation. Fol¬ 
lowing this, (he state government agreed 
to set up commiitees to scrutinise and 
clear cases fc * operations involving 
"non-relaled" donors. 

T\tc doctor). of course, cannot be fauJ - 
ted for the state cpf' affairs. A fier all, what 
they have done is to go by the rule book 
and aMdc by the guidclirtes given in the 
Andhra Pradesh Transplantation of 
Human Organs Ordinance of 1994. The 
ordinance clearly says that all cases of 
"non-reluied'' kidney transplants had u> 
he cleared by a medical authority appoin¬ 
ted by the government. But that ctHild 
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not be done the authcmiic^ were busy 
with ihc Asseinbly polls. 

But elections are not ihe only fecior 
that has prevented the state government 
Irom appointing a committee. The sU' 
te'a health advisor. Karkarla .Subba Rao, 
lamented that the Centre had passed a 
legislation without indicating the do’s 
and don'ts. "We are yet to hear from 
them on the roles binding on the patterns 
and doctors and the establishment in the 
event of anything going wrong." he 
says. Over 500 applicatiems were pen 
ding before the government. 

Following (he protest by the paiienis 
and their relatives and the death of two 


KIDN£V PROBLEMS 


Doctors In Hydwibatf hid 
' it opQOd poftom Ha p 

uwilitid kldnoy tronsplM 
' oporatlons followfng tho hot 
^' end cry rtitod In tho modto 
over the ItMt 

' This forced ths rslativof of 
hundrodf of kMnsy potlonts 
to go on • htMiBor«ftrlkt to 
dmr tho gomnMMt's 
stttntlon to (ht prMm 

ThostotoeovormaoBthu 
nowsotnptwocoiMRlttots 
to scrotfl oil COMO of 


unroittod kIdMy tranodlants 


people, the government finally announ* 
ced (he fonnutton of two civnmittees 
and promised to clear all (he applica¬ 
tions as soon as possible. 

Meanwhile, the stalemate over the 
Issue has driven away hundreds of 
patiertts from such slates as. West 
Bengal, Bihar. Orissa. Maharashtra and 
Tamil Nadu, C?liems from (he oil-rich 
Gulf countries are also reluctant to come 
to Hyderabad for kidney iransplants. 
"Besides the uncertainty, who would 
like to be controlled hy the government 
ag^cies'', says 5heikh Ismail, a kidney 
patient who had come to the city from 
(he UAi', tn e^y Fehruiu^. He h^ even 
found a donor, but now that (he newspa¬ 
pers are full of gory stories abiHit the kid¬ 
ney racket, he is having second 
thoughts, • 

A.d. 

I. 
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"I do not believe in 
charisma" 

Arunachal Pradesh chief minister Gegong Apang after 
being elected chief ministerfor the fourth term 




ARUNACHAL 

PRADE3H 


tn Indian politics^ 
Cefiong Apanfi wiU 
go dawn as tht 
youngest thief 

minister to be chosen 
by a popuhr mandO' 
te. On 19 Marck 
when he was sworn in 
as the CM Am- 
nachai Pradesh for the fourth iorveeu- 
five term, Apong abo become the 
longest-serving Congress chief minister 
in Indio After his 34-member ccuncH of 
ministers hvjs .ihwti in. Cepmg Apang 
sptrke to SiWHYOn the issues facing the 
new state ginffnment Excerpts fr*m 
the inter\iew: 


SUNDAY: Wbkh was the real winner 
In (his year's Assembly polls In Arv* 
nachai Pradesh — (he Congres.s or 
the Gegong Apang charisma? 

Gegoog Apang: 1 do not believe in cha¬ 
risma. I( was a vklory for the Congress, 
thanks to (he dedication of the parly svor- 
kers. The people of this slate deserve 
appreciation for their wisdom and tiusi 
in the pany. And when they ara behind 
(he party, an inJividuaJ does not matter. 
Mo^ver. I will have to prove myself 
first. 


Q: The Congress has won nearly as 
many seats (his time (43) as you had 
predicted. Bui the party did not do 
well in eastern pan of the state, parti- 
culaKy In Tlrap district How do you 
account for that? 

A: That was because underground ele¬ 
ments like (he Naiiomil Sociulisi Coun¬ 
cil of Nagaland (NSCN) had Ihrcjierivd 
ihe villagers in those areas. People wca* 
(old not to vote tor the Congress. 
Moreover, ibe overconfidenee o1 some 
of our candidates was also a t actor, A Iso. 
candidates who did not live up to ihc 
people's expebIutions did biully. 

Qt The sire of your ministry \s more 
than half (he number of memhers In 
Ihe Assembly. What is Ihc reason 
behind this? 

A; People from other parts of (he coun¬ 
try find it surprising, but mirs is a pin- 
ndi^iic MK'iety with a multipMciiy d eth¬ 
nic groups. This being a sensitive area, 
our effon ix to see that al 11 n hes art: r^ 7 iri>- 
sented in (he Assembly so that it gives a 
moral boosi to all to join Ihc mainstream 
of politics. This is why people like Tader 
Taebo (deputy minister from Uppci 
Ehbang valleyj and Kalilai Pul (deputy 
minisier from (he backward bs>rdcT area 


of Lcdtii disirid) have been given prefc- 
FWRILY M PtACC: chief minister Gegong Apang 
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rence. Besides, ministers who perform' 
ed wet) earlier cannot be ignored. 

Qi WIU the ume people get the same 
portfolloe ae In the last tern? Your 
detractor! say that you have been pre* 
ssurlscd to aUol epectflc portfolio to 
some and that your trip to Delhi a day 
after you loc^ over was to give iJic 
impresalon that the choice of your 
ministers was on the advice of the par¬ 
ty high command. 

Ai 1%at will be on the basis of perfor- 
mance. I strongly believe that any portfo* 
lio is good for anyone; for the welfare of 
ihe people, one should be prepared to 
accept whatever ponfoUo one is entrust' 
ed with, Anyone demanding a specific 
ponfolio smacks of ulterior motives 
which not right fur the i mage of the par • 
ly. As for my Delhi trip. Uw PM has giv¬ 
en his consent to the list I had drawn up 
for heller admimsiration in the state. 

Qi Arunachal has had a history of dls* 
sideftce and defection. Do you fore s ee 
any such move after the portfolios art 
distributed? 

A: I am s plain mon given to plain thin* 
king. 1*he polls this lime was the 
people's verdict not to lake kick defec¬ 
tors. Whatever be the caji^, puny unity 
and discipline will he mainuiincd at all 
costs. 

Q: What about a women's representa' 
tive in your ministry? Two of the Con* 
gress legislators. Omen Moyang 
Dcorl and Komi! I Mosang has loot 
this time, hut your wife, Y. Apang, has 
won from Pasighat for Ihe first time... 
A: (laughs) 1 guess one in ihc family is 
enough. Let her diorv go to others. 

Q: Prior to the polls you were vocifer¬ 
ous about the Chakmas. You even 
backed the All Arunachal Pradcah 
Students' Union (AAPSU) demand to 
throw the refugees out of the stale. 
How will you go about It now? 

At After budget session. 1 shall take 
up (be matter with the Prime Minister 
who has entrusted (be Union home mini¬ 
ster, S.B. Chavan, to look into the mat¬ 
ter. Chav an in turn would be assisted by 
Susbil Kumar Shinde and BhubaneJi 
Cbaturvedi in the matter. This is a seri¬ 
ous problem and I want to see it settled 
as soon as possible. 

Q: What about the boundary disputes 
with AMim? 

A: This is a problem creaied by cenain 


leaders, officials and the ultras in 
Assam. We are pursuing the case and I 
shall personally sit wKh Hrteswar Saikia 
and try to rech^e the constituted com¬ 
mittees 10 solve the problem. 

Q: What about your policies towards 
religion? You have been aecuaed of 
preventing Chrbtknily from q)read- 
ing In the state. 

A: We are a secular vtaie and we believe 
in secularism. These charges are base* 
less as we never had any precedence of 
religious inic^erance in our stale. But 
scculansm doc?> not mean that indigen¬ 
ous peo^ vboulif be ignored. We res¬ 
pect all and other secular and celigious 



A WOM) or ADYICC: 5us/ri/ATumar 
ShinJe 


ferns should also respect (he irihal 
religion. 

Q: Caaea of deforestation are bring 
rq>orted from your state thanks to 
the plywood mills. What are your envi¬ 
ronmental pdkles to protect the bios¬ 
phere reserves In Arunachal? 

A: Our environmem is much safer than 
anywhereelse in the country. Artd let me 
tell you. these reports are being made by 
people who have never been lo the 
actual spots. There have been cases ot 
tree-felling, but this is inevitable with 
(he growing pofmlaiioo and industry. If 
Ihe unemployed local peot^ want to set 
up mills, how can you stop (hem? The 
uuih is. aftbresuiion in the state is much 
more than deforestation. And wiib the 
active piftk i pauon of ihe tribe] vil leges. 


we have been carrying out afforcsia- 
lion programmes like the Apna Von. Wc 
have also been educating people about 
the ill-effects of the Jhum culiivmion. 
This has resulted in 50^ per cent reduc¬ 
tion in jhum cultivation. 

Q: Bui Ihe fMtet-baaed Induslries 
have hardly benefited the local people 
while the non-tribab and the so-called 
outriders have been gelling the 
dividends... 

A: People who cannot help themselves 
w i II always blame it on ot hers. There ore 
people who will even blame G>d for the 
rain and the sunshine. Frankly, some 
non-trihuls have shown how to do busi¬ 
ness And as ihe Arufk:hali» not hwe 
Ihe capital to invest. I sec no harm in 
allowing people from outside lo inveM 
m the state and work on the basi.s of 
profit-sharing 

Q: Coming lo lnve«fmenl» many sla- 
lea are going out of their way lo Invite 
foreign Inveslunt. big IndustrialUls 
and the NRK Is Arunachal Pradesh 
following sull? 

Ai We arc very cautious about it. We 
want to go about it slow and steady. Our 
demographic pattern and low popula¬ 
tion tese will suffer if multinationals 
come in at (his Juncture. We have no 
industries as such except for (he forest- 
based imes. We ore preparing policy gui¬ 
delines on niincral-ho^ed and agro- 
based industries. Lei our manpower be 
developed in at least (be basic industries 
and let us be sure that we con withstand 
(he impact of multinationals. 

Q: What are your plans for the deve¬ 
lopment of the state? 

A: Arunachal Pradesh is now being 
regard as a treasure-house for power 
generation. We shall lay great.of 
emphasis on power generation. Infra¬ 
structural developments like roads, com¬ 
munication, bridges etc. are also on thb 
prionly list. 

Q: FIfuUly, how are you going lo fulfil 
your promisee like providing free rice 
to the iseedy on a three-month basis es 
b envisaged In your poll manifesto? 
A: 1hese will be evident very soon. A 
^teenng committee with one Cabinet 
minister as the chairman, will be consti- 
luicd at the ministers' level in order to 
implement the promises made in the 
manifesto. • 






This Kuki won’t crumble 


Rejuvenated Kuki rebels are raising their heads 
once again 


bus crnmmed with Naga commuters into 
a deep ravine in ihe Tamenglong dts- 
ihct. And now, under the command 
of James Kuki. the KNP haj> burgeor>ed 
i mo a svcl) 'kn i I gang of500 trained guer- 
rillas. What hit» unarmed the auihotiiies 



Alier a year of uneasy 
calm, armed Kuki 
mintums have struck 
again. In the past few 
weeks, rejuvenated 
Kuki a'beJs have carri • 
ed out two daring 
raids. The firct one 
was im the Kacluidha- 


ran police station in the Cachar dislhci 
near Sikhar. Neiit came a commando 
raid on a polling boofh in Manipur s 
Churachandpur district where two 
CRPF Jowti/tx were gunned down. 

Afler their mid-Pehraary raid on the 
poJice station, cmirvs belonging to the 
Kuki National Front (KNF) mode off 
with at least seven rifles and a Men gun. 
The incident showed the KNF’s eager¬ 
ness 10 get a toe-hold in the distinct us it 
provided sanctuary and transit routes to 
Bangladesh 

Intelligence agencie?> monitonng the 
activities of the KNF and the Kuki Natio¬ 
nal Army <KNA) have found that these 
outfits are regrouping. A recruitment 
drive is on. According to u .mior police 
officer in Imphal. "After the Naga and 
Ihe Manipuri rebels, perhaps ir is now 
time for the Kukis to make an appearan¬ 
ce." The troops have been put on alen to 
face possible upheavals by the Kuki 
militants. 

The Kuki insurgency scene has been 
further compounded by the killing of 
Hanglen. the chnri.smatic leader of the 
Kuki National Organisation <KNO). the 
political wing of the KNA. On 17 
March, the former KNO president was 
abducted by unknown gunmen from his 
hide-out and shot dead near Moreh in 
i<oulh-east Manipur. Securiry' forces are 
now apprehending reprisals directed 
towards the Muivah faction of the bann¬ 
ed National Socialist Council of Naga¬ 
land {NSCN). 

The Kuki insurgency, brewing since 

1987. took a dramatic turn in 1992 when 
the KNO. led by Hanglen, locked boms 
with the N5CN to wrest control of the 
National Highway 39 which served us a 
conduit for drags utd other smuggled 
goods. The Kuki outfits demanded a cut 
out of smuggling aaiviiies which the 
NSCN resented. The tiff ultimately 
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blew up into u full-vale war between 
thev two tribal groups. 

Initially the Kukis horc the brant of 
the attacks hy the Naga.s wlto were back¬ 
ed by the NSCN guerrillas. But a back¬ 
lash sexm followed. During a retaliatory 
attack last year. Kuki gunmen pushed a 


UNITY MOVES 


Afttr hrlif lew for a jwer, 
Kiki nUftairts ve egele 
regroiipleB, eeteeelMfte 
tike ofl the liege rthels 




The Xi*l$ have repertedly 
forged llefcs wtth «fictloi of 
the Uilted Uheratleo From of 
kstein to rteohro tnlolee 
led logistic support 


The regreepljig eKircIte Is 
iliMdatearvliieeme 
Mperate Rokl state la the 

regloe 


ts that the KNF has forged links with a 
faction of the United Liberation Front of 
Assam (ULFA) who arc not witling to 
come to the negotiating tahle. ULFA 
veterans have reportedly trained a num¬ 
ber of KNF rccralLs in the dense jungles 
of Assam's Karbi Anglong di.Mhct. 
They have also managed to procure, 
again with ULFA's help, about 50 pie¬ 
ces of arms. 

As pan of its siraiegy to thwart the 
Naga offensive, the KNF is now plann¬ 
ing to take control of the New Cachar 
Road which mns through Jiribam and 
Tamcnglong areas of Manipur. 

The Union government is not keen to 
grant any measure of autonomy to the 
Kukis as such a step is bound to create 
further problems. The Naga and Kuki 
areas in Manipur are not clearly demarca¬ 
ted, with l^ge number of Kukis settled 
in Nsga-dominaied oreiui. 

But the Kukis seem determined to 
carve out a state for therttaelves. And the 
Nagu. prodded on by the NSCN. are not 
willing to give in. With such a polarisa¬ 
tion. the tribal areas in Manipur may be 
in for trouble. * 
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ODDS AND TRENDS 


Oolfig round In 


■ At limes, OUT fascination 
for the made-in'USA tag 
seems lo defy logic. The 
latest casually of (his is the 
family'planning programme 
of the Union ministry of heal - 
Ih and family welfare. And 
the object of concern: 
contraceptives, of coufNe. 

Last S^tember, ten lakh 
tubal rings (TRs) were sup' 
plied to the family welfare 
department ^ Cabot Medi¬ 
cal Corporation. an Arrteri* 
can company. When sam¬ 
ples were tested at the 
Cenlral Drug Laboratory 
(CDL), they failed to meet 
the B ureau of Irtdi an Standar • 
ds (BIS) spec! Heal ions. 

Kar from rejecting ihe lot. 
(he ministry sent u team lo 
the US to get (be samples re¬ 
tested at the Citech Laborato¬ 
ry, where Cabot had tested 
their product. The cuntracep* 
lives passed the Citech teal 
and this convinced Ihe fami- 
ly wdfare departmem to dis¬ 
regard (he results obtained ai 
(be COL which is the final 
testing authority in India. 


As things siand, even 
when Indian companies are 
capable of (voducing chea* 
per tubal rings which meet 
BIS speci5caiions. the 
ministry of health continues 
to pi ump for Caboi. Not on ly 
has (his led (o an additional 
expendiiure of a cool Rs 2 
crore, but has also stalled Ihe 
family planning ^ogramnw 
AS (he 10 lakh ‘'laully* TKs 
are lying at the ministry's 
dep«. Expert s reckon thai 

these Hawed contraceptives 


may result in unwanted 
pregnancies and defeat the 
very purpose of the family 
planning programme. 

A hangman's 
Me 

0 "I flni^ Ihe pervon off as 
fAsiasIcan Ahrrthai. Irush 
home, have a bath and drown 
myself in alcohor* 

No. this is nut some weird 
psychopath describing his 


SEPARATED AT BIRTH? 


mUf MS me ren roHiMKrT«ii^ 




inewttrilW 


AbMfR 

SmoN 



modu!i oprramii. This is how 
SuhedarArjun Bhiva 
Jadhav. Ihe hangman at 
Pune's Yerawada Central 
PriMm. describes how ii> go 
about (he job. 

Popularly known as the 
phanxiwaia. Jadhav has 
already put the noose around 
09 criminals, "f will com¬ 
plete a century if I execute 
just one more.” he declares 
nonchalantly. 

For all his experience, 
Jadhav has to prepare him¬ 
self before each execution 
takes place. "Every time I 
feel uneasy. Adequate 
booze, at least one week befo¬ 
re and after the hanging, is 
mandatory. 1 often stop 
caiing.during (his period us 
well." he confesses. 

But Jadhav's work has. 
predictably, taken its loll on 
his family life. While his 
wife mourns each time he 
executes somebody, his 
sons, branded AS the 
pkaniiwaifi r c hi I dren. 
r^ain unemployed. 

"I will be retiring in 
19%." says Jadhav. And he 
has no id^ whai life has to 
offer to (he agent of deaih. • 


MILESTONES 


INSTrrUTSD: Tbe QindM Prt». to 
comnwiDonuedie I25ihaiifljversary ofM^cmaCaDAi. 
The award svill be the Bnei of (be Nobel Peace Prize. 


AWAROeOiTbeM 

Pf^»UAAiMrriha 


Bhwvttva OminpDOth Awtr^ to 
t» Wu rtfiy. He IS the youagett 


iipresdglout award. 


A^MiCTED: MNfRflupit. as Ae chtinnai c^tbe 
pKlianKolary «mdiR^<cotfmQce OB defeoce, by the Lok 
Sabba Speaker. Gupa repCacea Euta $in^ who resigned 
ftw the post alter he beoHne a Union minister. 

WMEr VlDh wWMibM An#Ad. the PrcpfcA9*0AA] Cbe!i$ 
Attociadoncaodidatea’final aeries against Gata Kanuky 
litljt Pibaaa, Spain. Widt thH win, Anand dtalloges 
Ot^ lUipatDv fbr (be worid cfaesa tide. 

A^PdtNTIO: ArUAtfhiti QhOM, m (hepemanem 
nmnttiMNe flf Mia to tbnUfibed Naiiofta at Geneva, 
(ioae. pRMOtty MM Mthaaiador to Egype takes over 


from Sadsh Cbaodni. 

NOMINATED: 8Mli P. tnni, a memb^ of the 
Anglo-Indiaa CMTUDunity, lo (be lOdiLok Sabba She 
cofssea in trier die death ^ Prank AoAooy. 

OiEO: SNdMI CtwUopMItysy. noted Bengali poet, or 
23Mar^m$aotiDiketw.He was61 and ia survived^ 
his wife, SOD and a daughter. « 

DIED: Rohit Marita, 87, renowned socialist ttnrker. in 
Varanasi, on 20 March. Mehta was a founder-member of 
the Congress Socialist Croup in 1924. 

CLEARED: By the Union Cabinei, Dooordaahan's 
much-awaited channel OD-3, on 23 March. The channel 
IM been called-off on (he eve of itt launch in October last 
year- 

PAMED: Tria CaWa TaMfalon Natwortca 
(RaQUittton)BIII. 1994. by? ^21 March. 
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ARIES 


(21 Mar<'h20April) 

G i ve your spirits a boost 
by spending on 
something foryour^If. Try 
buying items you have had 
your eyes on for some time, 
especially if you have been 
making sacrifices so that you 
can save up for them. TTv 
receipt of invitations to 
parties and other occasions 
can make you socially active. 

TAURUS 


(21 AprilZOUa'^i 

T ime spent by yourself 
i*ill allow you to absorb 
recent experiences and learn 
the lessons that the past still 
has to leach. You might 
persuade others to contribute 
generously for humanitarian 
projccis. Creative wodc is 
besi done in secluded 
sumiundings Inspiration 
will flow if the conditions 
are right. 

GEMINI 


(2 / Nav~20Junfi 

P arenis may seem to be 
going out of (heir way to 
make life more difficult for 
you. As property affairs are 
likely to contain concealed 
problems and 

complications, it is beuer to 
gj VC them a wide berth for 
the time being. It won’t be 
easy to cmvey jusi how you 
are feeling or what is in your 
mind. 

CANCER 


(21 Junf-20Ju!\) 

B inding relatimships and 
habits are likely to 
restrict you to a great degree. 
It can prove impossible to 
sever links with the past. 
Family members can make 
embarrassing remarks and 
even dig their heels in where 
your plans and hopes are 
concerned. 


LEO 


(21 July 20AMttfin 

I t seems that you have 
overcome ma^ hurdles 
and can now sit bKk and 
rest. Don't indulge in doubts 
Of worries about the way you 
have handled important 
situations or jobs. Just be 
thankful that the wor^ lies 
behind you. You are 
probably feeling that a great 
weight has been lifted off 
your beck. 


LIBRA 


(2I Sfpifmh*r20 Ot (ctt*r\ 

■ ibrans may feel their 
kpopulanty is in the 
akcendeni, Fnendships can 
develop very rapidly with 
people only recently met. 
You should now be able to 
share intert^s and comirmi 
ideas to a greater extent than 
before. But Ivkof 
confidence and self-doubt 
can nag you where tmponani 
decisions are concern^. 



VIRGO 


(2( AfAguM'ZOZtpiembtri 

Y OU may find yourself in 
a tight comer 

financi^ly; family members 
may help you out. You can 
turn your hand to practical 
tasks around your home. 

You may feel that your life is 
really laJung off bmuse of 
the eiTect romandc partners 
are having on you. 


SCORPIO 


i2i Ociotef-2o No v fn^tri 

T his is not (he time fev 
seeking the limelight or 
(he glare publicity. You 
are likely to do your bes( 
worit behind the scenes. 
FoundaiionA can now be laid 
for successful future acii on. 
h may be easier to ct^lect 
money you are owed than 
you think. 


I SAGITTARIUS 


•2! Noi^mber-ZOIkctmher) 

T emptations (o spend large 
sums of money on mere 
whims and fancies should be 
resisted. You need to 
conserve your resources 
now. It is inadvisable to lend 
money. Try pressing 
forward when property 
affairs are corKcmed. Home 
seekers can find just what 
they are looking for und at a 
reasonable price. 

CAPRICORN 


<21 DfKftnht'f 2(i J/i/tutir\i 

G enerous impulses may 
need restraining. People 
will not necessarily accept 
gifts, especially financial 
ones, in the spirit you offer 
them. Such gesiures can 
make others feel put down 
and even more miserable 
With their lot. Aniktucs can 
fetch handsome prices it you 
are willing (opari with them. 

AQUARIUS 


(?/ J<tnuon201'ehrmin J 

T 7 turning over new 

leaves and >iriking out on 
unfamiliar paths. You 
probably have ifuite 
sufficient wiii'puwcr for 
breaking with bad habits. A 
new sense of purpose should 
allow you to face the future 
with more optimism. People 
arelikely lobe veiy 
enthusiastic about your 
achievements and efforts. 

PISCES 


(2i Ffbniiir\-20 Miirch) 

P rai se and recognition 
can be received by the 
pleoty. You can have a 
magnetic effect on others. So 
don' t be surprised if you are 
suddenly the star attraction. 
New acquaintances can 
make a refreshing change in 
your life and lead to a new 
beginning. • 
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RANDOM NOTES 


dmm 

IntMVMiMon 


■ Now it caA be tol^ 
Kere'i die rod atory 
of how J.B. Pamatk wfti elec¬ 
ted CM ofOrluA. 

When it .wtt clear ibM the 
Congress wa» wuming the 
elections, the race began bet¬ 
ween K.C. Leoka i^d Pal- 
neik. That Patoaik had an 
edge Was dear — he conv 
maikded the loyalty of non 
than 50 MLAs. But In Delhi 
there was concent about how 
the party would ^ r for m in 
the Lok Sabha elections, 
were J.B. Patnaik to become 
chief minister. 

As a result, several offeo 
were made to Patnaik. indu- 
di^ that a Cabinet berth 
with the assurance that it 
would be a 'good' minister- 
ship. Patnaik mjected aU (he 
blandishments and stuck to 


a 




his claim to smmater- 
ship. When manen a^- 
renely reached an Inipasan , 
obsovers Pranab Mskheijee 
and Ahmed Pud got a eall 
Tbq' wtft Kdd that the 
Congresa prcddent. Nan- 
simitf Ran, desired that Pai- 
naik be made CM. Sources 
doee to the PM add the 
ori^oal reqaeat bad been 
mi^ by Qiiadn Swaou. 


HEARD IN TH£PMO 

Tho only J Md K h* loiowg lg 
JolpuroRdIMo 

A eDREAUCAATON THE OECISIOM TO 
INCLUDE eHUVANESHCHATURVEDI 
ON THE MINISTER'S COMMITTEE ON 
J&K 
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|knowyourchiefmii\iisters| 


The latest in an 
occasional series 


14)Maiiohtf JotN 


■ IPodi^ooi Came to Bombay from Raipad to make 
his tortuns. Joined SMv Sena In Ihs StttM. whan he 
worked in the Somhay Municipal Corporation (BMC) by 
day and Goeehad atudima in the Kohmoor coedimg 
danaibytMoM. 

Prom an ampioyea bacami a boas m 196S. whan lha 
ShN Sena became I meiority party In dw BMC. lost the 
Dedv Asaembty leu in 197BW snMd tha council with 
the halp of Sena corporators . Won the seme SMt In 1990. 
but had to raaign followioo a High Court hidgament that IHa 
wta baaad on raligioua appeal. The CMS is 


B Myta Ae leader of the Opposition, hliacticks on the 
Sherad PtMT oovenvnem were aeldom direct . He has 
been unfaHinply poMe. and has been seen never to po tor 
the luQuIar. Piwv should be happy'nteckeray chose him 
rather then Me nephew, SudNr JoehL 


^Vhen I Ilk him to tiarto hewR stvid: when I aek Mm to sit 
dmm he will sk down.'Does that make Theciway his 
friend or eneny? Chhegan Bhuibel. the tormer Bombay 
mayor, who HR Serv to |om the Congraes. seys he left 
because of i» Brahmin poudca. Joehl wouto not have 
bedomaM cMd mMalar had Bhujbd stoyod 


■ MdrwIipoMttns H ha managas to stay In saddle 
BB tha lok Sibhi aiaetone. JosN has a good chance of 
conbnulno as Maharashtra's second Brahmin chief 

ministaf fra the nsU five years. 


il'msffiso 


tongeslcanptoyBil.' 


"Anvna dash iPfi Atondhe bigde;liy«.* 


The r^servers stuck to 
their guns. Finally. Rao had 
ID intervene personaily. He 
told them that there could be 
a problem if Patnaik wasn't 
m^ CM despite the nup* 
port of 50 MLAs. The tib^ier- 
vers forbore from pointing 
out that K. Kamnakaran. 
who had a majorliy in the 
CLP, was for^ to step 
down from the chief 
minisiership. 

But then, unlike J.B. Pat¬ 
naik. he didn ‘1 have divine 
intervention on his side. Yei. 
that's whai they're calling 
Chandra Swami now. 


Spin Image 

■ The BJP doesn't seem 
to he able (o make up 
its mind on anything. AihJ in 
iu cunont confused state of 
mind, the party is commit¬ 
ting one blunder after 
another. 

The Customs Tariff Bill 
was amended in Parliament 
recently. This wH>i necessary 
to ensure thix India did not 
become a dumping ground 
for second-grade foreign 
goods in the post-GATT era. 

Obviously, the BiP had its 
lines emss^. In the Rajya 
Sabha. ihe Bill was «mdora^ 
by (he BJP and Rajya Sabha 
member Saiish Agarwala. 
who commended the Bill. 
Industrialist and fiJF mem¬ 
ber Viren Shah withdrew the 
statutory resolution he had 
introdu^ when the Bill 
was brought. 

V But in the L<^ Sabha. the 
BJP voted against the Bill. 
Former judge Guman Mai 
Lixlha argued against the 
Bill. When reponera asked 
BJP members how this had 
happened, all they could say 
wu that "obviously one of 
them didn’t understand the 

Biir. 

We're still waiting to find 
oui which one of ihcm that 
was. a 
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■ Mmu ShA|^ Aiytf 
H nor the only m« to 
he over the apperem 

teWof • vise to Pekisufij 
*ib^. AWda Pween. The 
Mgh leuAk hi|h commi s s io- 
ner lUc Khokhar hes made 
euehao issoeof thli 'demel' 
4)0 the foceign miflittry ti 
breaAuig fire. 

The Mustanis applied for 
Ifae visa on Satu^y, IS 
March, end said they needed 
it by Monday, 20 March. 
Hawks in the MEA, who ere 
agitated over islemat^’s 
refusal to give viui to lAdi> 
an cultufil troupes, were 
against the propoaal, but 
finign semaiy Salman 
Haider was for h. 
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HEARD IN CENTRAL HALL 



MmMW In tlw SAlM M 

tln^; h ln s w otMn nd 
MsrtMig Singh. 

AOOhGAESS MP 


f 


to cancel the pedbnnaoce 
and blame the whole thing 
on the Indian government? 

Surely not, as Mani Shan* 
karAlyarwil] attest. 

Hoiim truth 

Devondta Dwivedi » 
raeing the day that he 
resided aa actional 
soltcitof-general of India. A 


former Rajya Sabha MP. 
Dwivedi bad been ^pointed 
to the post by Prime Minister 
Rno. who he is said to be 
cloae 10 . He resigned in the 
hope that he would be 
appcMDted a general secreta¬ 
ry of the AICC. 

But k U now beginning lu 
look as if that appoint mem 
will not com e through. And 
Dwivedi. who is currently 
reskletti In an ofTicig 


r 


CHECK-LIST 


Rallying around: memorable public 
meetings in Delhi 


■ P«BfMry» St77: The Emerpency had been lirted 
and Jinita Pi^ Mars were rslaaMd from jail. The Wly 
It hamHta MaiOan was iddreiaad hy iiyaprakash Narain 
The Jamte Party Mit'MS f>M for the nm time at thti 
raly; 'S&o^unhhernintmituiitgmtimshsmsr^tu^ 

(StniMB h our alopan; future Mttofybetonge 10 usT 


Aocordlogly. the visa 
issue was trim up when the 
government resumed work 
00 Monday, 20 March, and 
on Tuesday. 21 March, the 
visa was gnnted. Too late, 
said Islamabad. She can't 
mgee it in dme forher pmfor* 
maace oow. W)^ didn't you 
gu^ give it on MMay ? 

The MEA wants to know 
why the Pakistanis waited 
tUl dte weekertd be f ore 
applying. And why they 
expected the Oovemm en i ^ 
hM 10 convene an emergen¬ 
cy session on Monday to 
grant their visa. Particularly 
aa Khokhar had already sent 
out Iflvkatiooa to an Abida 
Parveen performaDce a full 
week befm dtay applied for 
die visa. 

Could it be that be wanted 


■ Myfl9R7:0avj Lai was elactsd chief numstar of 
Haryana and ha vowed to finish ths Congress. The Boat 
Chib rally was ona of ths Mast In years . 0^ Lai 
hunched hk OMrma Yudh against the Congress at this 

rafiy. 


■ OMM^liiKAnparad by rapaatad attacks on 
hknselfaod hkfamdy on iNBofors Ms. Rajiv Gandhi 
Punched a bUstiring KBck onths Oppoatbon . He 
announcad IndiawasrMytotilaonPaidstaftand'MiT? 

derv^. The InteOftam tM dbout this 
rally was the runM erf times Gandh sahf:deiiTma 
Aif.' 


■ QMMt IBfiOr Tha V.P. Sinoh-D«vi Lal tussle was 
at its peak A r^of antf-rasarvaOoniBts organM at the 
behest ofDaviLafs son O.P Chautala took aw Boat Cii^ 
The rally ws a show of strangdt. and daganarated into I 
fraa for all whh goons from Haryana takinQ ow IM head of 
the capital for one paralysing ammoon. 


■ The only rafiy lo CM by Prime MMatar 

Karaaknfn Rao. The raly was nilM lor tha empty VtP 
lead outalda Rad Port 


bungalow on Maulima AM 
Road, is beginnirtg to won¬ 
der how long he can conti¬ 
nue to live (here before 
house-hunting stuns in 
earnest. 

Meanwhile, he has begun 
lobbying for a seat in the 
Rajya Sabha (under the presi- 
deniial nomination quota), 
hoping aguiAsi hope (hut dm 
will enable him to ding on to 
home and hearth. But consi¬ 
dering the competition he is 
up against, tfuu plan looks 
likely to come to naught. 


Fear f>f voting 

■ The Congressd) is 
very, very angry with 
purliumentary affairs 
minister V.C Shukla. The 
second week of the sesvion 
saw (he Patenb Bill scrape> 
through in the Lok Sabha. 
The Opposition Micvessfully 
Mocked Shukla's plea that 
voting be deferTud. AlWr it 
wa.salU»vcraodihe Bill was 
commended to ihe Upper 
House, CongruN MPs went 
up In ^ukla and advised 
him to convene a meeting of 
Opposition leaden in his 
ch^bers. The Congress 
doesn't even have simple 
majority in the Upper 
House, iinj it made sense to 
keep the Opposition happy 
under these cia umsiances. 

But catch Shukla wor¬ 
rying. When this low-voiced 
suggestion was made, 
Shukla just shrugged and tur¬ 
ned away. 'Tm available in 
my chambers. If they want, 
th^ can drop in," he said 
shortly. Opi^ition MPs 
were heard to retort, sneo 
voce, "Go to hdl" though 
the phrase did not go into the 
recM of the proceedings. 

Congress MPs were left 
wondering how they would 
deal with an inevitable 
defeat in the Ri^a Sabha. 
Voting 00 the BilK however, 
has since been deferred. • 
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS: THE REVOLUTION 



Pakistan’s 
ambassador 
Riaz Khokhar is 
the man the 
Government of 
India loves to hate 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL PHOTO-FEATURE 


The telecom 
revolution 

Pagers, E-mail, 
cellular phones— 
communication in 
India will never be the 
same again 


Hi there, I’m 
Hillary 

Ihe caring, sharing 
US First Lady in India 
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No minor 



r Bal Thackeray hdi» 
n<A JiKappuintcil cri* 
lies who fcurctJ ihai u Shiv 
Sena regime in Muhanishir;i 
would liggruvsiie ihe prescnc 
polilical Mlualion by lurgei* 
irg Ih^ minoriiies (iViV/ iliis 
fiMfi t/r.\fro\ Homhtiy '.'. 2t> 
March *— 1 April K His \hrcM 
to ihr<»w ml die Puki^tenl^ 
und the Gungtadeshis will 
pu%h the defenceless minorii* 
ies if I o deeper uncertuinty, 
MrThiKkeray’s new 
government seems detennin* 
cd 10 implement Ihe populisi 
schemes intended to keep 
out the impoverished 
Muslim segments from all 


■Bal Thackeray's calcula¬ 
tions seem to he citfreci. If 
the BiP comes lo power in 


social and economic dcvc- 
lopmcnr in the country. The 
gov cm mem's promises of 
affordable homes and 
improvement of slums will 
he selectively implemented 
with the Hindus getting all 
the Ivnefits. for they are the 
ones who pros idc the 
muscIc-powcr for the Shiv 
Sena 

Bui Mr Thackeray must 
he pleased at ihe clei’toral 
hchavittfof ihc Muslims and 
the Dalits. While the 
Muslims deserted the Con- 
gress(l} in the cities, the 
Oulhs also did nui rally 
behind the J«maia*Dal*led 
third force despite the cfToris 
of V.P. Singh and Kanshi 
Kiim The BiP and the Shiv 
Sena will now cash in the 
pK^sivity of Ihe average 
Dalii voter. 

The saving grx'e in Maha* 
rashira is that the Shiv Sena 
v/ill have lodepertd on sup* 
port from independents ai^ 
contend with a strong Oppo¬ 
sition that will temper its 
recklessness This will. I ! 
hope, make sure that power | 
docsn’ I go to thei r heads. 
UtnWt Cnan/rvftf/. Cateim# l 
fWa#r Gengefl 


the general elect kms schedu I • 
cd for I9Q6. then it seems 
almost cedaun that il will rKit 
allow the reservation polky 
for mitmritics to continue. 

It IS highly probable that 
those classes which will be 
deprived of this advaniugc 
thM they have enjoyed for so 
long, will rise in revolt, resul* 
ting In civil war in the 
country. One way to avoid 
this impending disaster 
could Ik* a resurrection of ihe 
CoogrrsMl)a«a strong politi¬ 
cal party. This. 1 think, could 
heasineved hy including 
v>me memhu^ of i he BJ P in 
the fold. 

In ca.se the BJP captures 
power, the foreign press will 
undoubtedly play up ihe 
issue and try to create the 
impression that India is on 
the verge o1 ruin. As i matter 
of fad. various foreign 
powers^ with vested interests 
in this area will do their hesi 
to pnwtAe tlie people of ih i s 
country into waging a bloo¬ 
dy fratricidal war. 
tPnkMSft.NtmOtmi 


Timo to •trike 



aj< IT General AshokK 
Mehta's article (TV 
j kv HMsSrliiitd 19 25 

March) ^loukl he an eye- 
opener to our poUucians on 
military maners. 

Pakistan is successfully 
fighting and w inning the war 
^ against lihlia, not through 
^voking insurgerKy in 
Kashmir a.s many may think, 
hut by placing a few soldiers 
tvi Iheir ^de of Siacben. 

India is being drained of her 
young blood and her financi¬ 
al resources are being squan¬ 
dered in Ihe icy waste. 

It is lime we pulled back 
our troops and told Pakistan 
noi to encroach on places we 
Slake our claim lo. Any 
eiK roachment on thi s proper* 
ty will be considered an 
aitack on India, and she will 
defend her territory through 
air-artacks if Pakistan is foo* 



fta* Thaelitray: ptayliig d—gareua 



Indian aaMlara guarding 
tba North-Waat fvonUar; 
eoaliy vigil 

lish enough to try und siuiion 
a brigade inSiachcn.as 
General Mchiuhiis 
mettiioncd. 

M. Kurtfu. D^tN 


Do they deserve 
It? 


M ani Shankar Aiyur evi¬ 
dently failed to learn 
two lessons ul his mother's 
knee. One. that compaKsons 
are odious, the other (and 
more important) that if you 
have nothing nice to say. 
don't say il (Ac reincama- 
lion of the Reich^ 26 March 
— I April). 

He is also one of (he fore- 
most i^oponeni s of the new 
thi nki ng which seeks to deri¬ 
de Hindus and Hinduism at 
every turn of the road. Wc 
are possibly the only country 
on earth, where you are at a 
disadvantage if you belong 
to the majority community 
and care to profess it. 

Let me give Mr Aiyar 
pause for thought: perhaps 
there would be no saffron 
wave if the common man 
was not so fed up with the 
way in which the ruling 
powers pander to a paiticuJar 
minoniy community. 















1 ooV s paruOist: to ihin k (hat 
Narasimha Rattand Ms 
govcmnieni arc doing well 
and arc poised (o lake over 
the country ai (he next gene 
ral el eel ions. 

C. S. SrMvM. BMng§lof9 

(t(0fnMtsW 


— . _ -umtcrted bidtoprcvcni 

Jin unfnir dssl Indian Mihcontiiienl fiXHTi 

_hoaiing the Cup. The BCCl 

musi not he caught napping. 

T he fact (hai the Pakistani Aj^nMn Batra. M»ir OaM 

:rickeiers are being vicii* 
mised is all too apparent 
from Rajdeep Sardesat's 
ankle < Crickf/ftt and 
cheats 26Febnjajy — 4 
March. 

The allegaiions of Mbery 
being levied against (he 
Pakistanis, coming on che 
heel s of ball tamperi ng. have 
succeeded in lowering the 
morale in Pakistani cricket 
in an abysmal level. The 
double standards in iniema* 
tional erkkd art very much 
evident in ihe way an 
English cricketer is lei tsff 
and an Asian is caught 'red* 
handed*, when foul play is 
suspected. Allegations have 
been made against many 
great cricketers hy mediocre 
commenUitors. which didn't 
have much truth in them, bui 
stuck to and spoilt the erkke* 
ting careers of many. 

It is surprising that the so- 
called 'erkket bribes' scan¬ 
dal has come to light only 
now. over five months after 
(he particular matches were 
played and with just a year to 
go before the World Cup. It 
seems apparent that there is a 


Th* tragedian 
andTADA 


T his is with reference in 
I he cover story ( Whal 
tutvt''* 19—25 March) 
which seems to draw the con 
elusion (hai Rao is heiicr 
placed now. after the 
elections. 

Ytiur cuntspondeni s 
have imi placed the right 
emphasis on Ihe day-to-day 
political happenings 


I t was real I y tragic to know 
(hat Dilip Kumar, one of 
the beat actors of the Bom¬ 
bay film industry, had to 
endure !kO much humil. on 
at the hands of politicians, 
the ptess. the police and. to 
some extent, the public, on 
account of being a Muslim 
[A quesiifw of ideniitv. 19— 

15 March). 

That his faith in the P.sta- 
blihhment of this country has 
still not diminished and his 
fervour for the causes of 
national integration and secu¬ 
larism is yet alive, is really 
commendable However, 
the Thespian's observation 
that TAD A has Keen misus¬ 
ed horrifyingly against 
hundreds of Muslims is 
enough to incite the religious 
seniimenu of the commu¬ 
nity, create further tension 


Which community ivat 
the heart of the troubles in 
Iran. Iraq, Libya, Yugmla* 
via <»r even Pakistan? Why 
should y(Hi be so tolerant 
when rfobody can even dare 
10 question the tenets of that 
religion? You need only to 
look as fur as Bangladesh to 
see how (olcrum ii« ntembers 
urc of others, the moment 
they become the majority 
community. 

1 wuuld caution Mr Aiyar 
and mhers of his ilk to bewa¬ 
re (he anger of a patient 
people. 

Sh—t Tenkha. Cateatta (Weet 
Benget) 


DWp RuflMT hu'a apolion 
Mm wrong Ihma tMattnin 


throughout the country. The 
elecu^ debacles of dw Cm- 
grass in Karnataka ar>d 
Andhra Pradesh, followed 
by abysrr^ failures in other 
States (except Orissa) give a 
clear indkation as to how the 
party is faring, the respemsi- 
bili(y for whkh has to be 
assumed by Narasimha Rao. 

The increasing differen¬ 
ces at the Congress top- 
level, vacillatitm in imple¬ 
menting policy pogrammes 
and the lacklustre leadership 
have all been contributing to 
the waning influence of the 
Congress over the masses. 
These seem to be clear 
rmns of the fact that Nan- 
simha Rao is loosing his foo- 
diold. It would be living in a 





&nd widen the rift between 
the iwo cormnuniries. 

The fact h ihdt TADA has 
become a vexy poweriul wea* 
pon in the huiids of the police 
which they aa* ^ruvcly misu' 
sing against any individual, 
irrespcclive of religion, cute 
or creed. As regards Sanjay 
Dun's arrest. Ik owes it to 
his own foolishness, not lo 
t he foci that h i s nx)!her was a 
Muslim. Is it necessary that i 
person having someempa* 
thy with Muslims should 
either he related to a Muslim 
or married to one? 

Sunil Dutt’s concern for 
Mu5 li ras has often bee n aiiri * 
huied to the fact that his wife 
was a Muslim I think it is 
very sad that his genuine con* 
cem for this community has 
been diluted by the above 
eiplanaiion. 

TADA has been misu.sed 
against both Hindus and 
Muslims. If such an esteem* 
ed person as Dilip Kumar 
makes a comment like this, 
whai can one eapcct from (he 
average, uneducated Indian 
citizen? 

WanyuMafr.MewOem/ 



the Slate's (rack record. 
Seshan has made it clear 
time and again that he is con* 
cemed with the system and 
not wi(h satisfying or huning 
individuals. Myopic pani* 
sanship sees (he Vision of 
the CEC as directed at LaJoo 
Yadav. In reality. Uisaimed 
at the democraiic system and 
its proper functioning. 

Uanof K Min. 

(W09te0ng$i) 


Noble motive I Shining spirit 


T here is nothing unexpect¬ 
ed al all in the decision 
taken by T.N. Seshan to con¬ 
tinue to posipone the Bihar 
po[\s(Biharonihehrink. 12 
— ISMarchj. 

'Dk prevalence of peace 
during elections is a notion 
alien (0 Bihar's political cli¬ 
mate. it was inevitable 
that a crusader 
like Seshan. committed as he 
is to eradicating abuses in the 
electoral pr^icess, would 
take Steps to change the situa¬ 
tion there. 

It is easy to describe 
Seshan's decision as an act 
of revenge againsi Laloo Pra¬ 
sad Yadav. who tried to 
obsifuci him on (be photo 
i^ntity card issue. Such an 
argument blissfully over* 
looks not only the prevailing 
situation in Bihar but also 


S anal Ifdamaruku's inier 
Mew with Taslima Nas- 
reen was worth reading 
(£fl.fr. VYwr, 19 —25 
March). His questions to her 


TMMmaN 



were ihought-provdki ng. 
and her replies satisfying. 

We are compelled lo hvc 
according to tiK existing 
nonns ar^ cusiums of 
society. If we do not con¬ 
form. we are treated as i)ul* 
castes and have to exist in a 
stale of V inual sod al boy¬ 
cott. We are not, in reality, 
free to exercise our funda* 
mental right to freedom of 
expression — if we dare to 
do so. wc become controver* 
sial figures and have to be 
prepared lo lead a life of 
exi le and angui vh — li Ke Sal • 
man Rushdie and Ta.sli(na 
Nasreen. 

I appreciate Taslima’s 

courage. She has boldly 
faced, and in the end. manag* 
cd lo emerge the winner, 
from her m isereble situaiion 
in Bangladesh, where she 
had to go into hiding. Best of 
all. she has been able to do so 
without having to forfeit her 
spirit and her dignity. I also 
appreciate the courage of her 
family who stood by her 
through this nightmare, in 
spite of the tremendous prev* 
sure they must have been 
under. At (be time of crisis, 
(hey were with her, although 
(bey mjgh(havc forced her 
10 conform with the mind¬ 
less dictates of society dur* 
ing her childhood. 
Stmy¥tmt.Mo4p9t 

pramecatad 


still not in the 
red 


T he balance sheet on the 
Naiasimha Rao govem- 
mcni was rather interesting 
{Asseu and debts 12 — 18 
March). 

Though (he trend appears 
to regist^ a net loss, there is 
yet time for Rao to make up 
the loss suffered in the finan¬ 
cial year l995-'96. It goes to 
his credit that so far then has 
been a stable government 
during his reign. The foreign 
exchange crisis was overco¬ 
me and the food reserve posi¬ 
tion was also improved. 
Funher. an cIcrrKnt of com* 
pciitiun was introduced in 
the sugnani economy with 
foreign countries like Japan, 
Singapore. Briiian and the 
USA showing interest in 
large*scale investments. 

Bui the (Congress' Jebuck 
in Andhra Pradesh. KamalH* 
ka. Mahureishira and Gujurui 
has given a big jolt to ihe par¬ 
ty. The sugar vcandal and the 
resignal i(»n of A.K. Amu* 
ny and Arjun Singh for 
various reasons have all dec* 
pened the crisis. 

At the same lime, 
however, ihc Congress’ sue* 
cess in the Asiiembly elec¬ 
tions in Oris.sa and Aru* 
nachal Pradesh has given (he 
party more breathing time. 
The induction of new mini¬ 
sters and (he change in the 
porifol ios of existi ng ones 
may help (he government 
even now, 1 feel ihai Rao 
know^ how to turn liabilities 
into assets and will be able lo 
make profits in the long run. 

4. Jncob Setoyam, TMruve- 
niviChapuwn (Kanin) 

In the anU'te Beggars can be 
choosers (12 — I March) 
Shyam Sunder Bando- 
padhyay of the Beggar 
Reseurch Bureau ha.\ appea- 
red as Shyam Sunder Mukho- 
padhyay. We regret this inad¬ 
vertent error. 

Editor 











life. make a film on John F. 

— ■' “ ■ , . Kennedy'IS life, send it for 

J.B.PA-rwuK. Omwcto/ awartsundbeproudofU. 

ministtr. adartssu%% the _ _ 

smdem ofVtkal Vniveretri Shah Rukk Khan^/m star 


to Mr Naranoiha Rao. 
M. Satvanasayan Rao 

Omgressihmember 
fmm Andhra Fradesh 


■ (th not accepted of a 
fsim acuess to behave like 
this in public. It is a crime 
to express your feelings in 
public. 

MAKISHA KOKRAlAsriim 
actress, repiymz to 
aliegatiims that she has a 
H'j'iJ lifestyU 


■ MrSeshanhasbeen 
funcUoning with the 
govenuneni's connivance 
as kaderof the Opposition 
in Bihar. 


■ A chairman is not a 
dummy hand. 1 mean 
business. 

Jbjs^Mom.joiiu 
cHairm^t <^Air»/ndus and 
Indian AMines. taiking 
about Ms fiaurt plans 


Rmi Vilas PASWAh 

Janata DM leader 


■ You might regard me as 
a dacoit but I don't see 
myself that way. I was 
wortung for social equality 
then as well as today. 

PhooianOevi aia 
funciiun organised to 
ctUbrase Inserrustional 
Woman's Day 


■ The victory of Mr L^oo 
Prasad Yadav inBlhar has 
proved that social justKe 
and secularism continue to 
be rekvant and winoing 
slogana. 

V.P. SoiGH. Janata Dal 
leader, an his parry's 
tnetoryin the Bihar 
Assembly factions 


■ We keep giving 
puUicity to the entry of 
multinationals and growth 
in OUT foreign exchange 
reserves, while our villages 
ve interested in belter 
roadu and clean wmer. 

i^ESH Pilot, minister ^ 
state for home 


■ IMangry when] see 
'PhocAtn&vi'beiRi 
flopped Cram going 10 the 
Oacaff. Out there, you can 


■ OarMuaUmfEkfidfM 
usthaitbey arettttl 
lympatbedc iDibe 
Congresa(l), but opposed 


■ Throw up tdeaa vid 
leans to be a determined lot 
so that you.can succeed in 
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Lessons from Bihar 


Middle class support cannot counter the incumbency syndrome 


Simon ienkins» the 
star coIiimniM on 
London‘% The 
once told 
me that the worst 
thing that any 
writer can do is to 
begin a column by 
vuying, 'I toM you 
so.' plea.>c kn- 
give me because 1 am going to do s«>mc* 
thing truly terrible: I told you? I ti)ld 
you! I told you! 

My view on recent Indian polilicaJ 
developments is that they have hwn sha* 
ped by two dominant irendv. The fihl it 
the incumbency syndrome and the 
second is the growing gulf between the 
middle class and the rest of India. 

I argued, {S February 1995 and 19 
March 1995) that the voter was mad as 
hell and all elections would see swings 
against governments in power. The only 
hope for an iocumbcni government was 
"to concentrate on special interest 
groups and to hope to retain these 
pockets of su^ort even in the face of a 
general anti*establishment 

wave...Laloo is counting on caste •based 
support to help the Janata Dal emerge a.s 
the singlc'iargnt party in the Bihar 
Assembly.” 


T hai's quite enough of clapping 
myself on the hack for one column 


Of cdurse. this was noc necessarily a 
good thing. But it had become inevitable 
because the middle class, once the class 
that set the political agenda, was abdicat¬ 
ing its responsibility to the rest of India. 
"Because people perceive that those at 
the helm of the nation-state are unmind¬ 
ful of their interests, (hey have relumed 
to the loyalties that preceded the emerg¬ 
ence of state. That is why caste and 
religion are such big issues at eleciions.” 


I went further: "You and I may think 
^at Laloo Yadav is a buffoon.. .bui that 1 
suspect is the future. The middle class is 
losing control of its hold on the political 
system because il no longer understands 
India und its ccmccms. More impmani. 
the poor are beginning to feel angry and 
let down." 


■ myself on the hack for one column 
and bes ides, my ann hurts, 

But more seriously, can anyone fail to 
notice the conirosi between the bnivc 
new w orld of the urban middle class and 
the rcolity in India's Males? 

If you believe the newspapers, (he 
mogarines. the I'V channels and the fat 
cats who throng the lobbies nf deluxe 
holds, then we arc only three or finir 
years away from bcuiming the next 
Singapore. 

l.iheralisaiion will change our lives 
forever and the old image of India as a 
poor, foci ion-ridden society will soon he 
laid to nest. 

But while this visUm of a sleek, air- 
conditioned India iv being propagated, 
one inconvenient chief minister after 
another gets ekcied. In Andhra, N.T. 
Rama Rao is hardly a 21 st century man. 
Not only is he a mcgalomanuK but he 
has al so come to officie by expbi 11 ng the 
lowest common denominator. 

In Maharashtra, a chief minister who 
was fond of the Singapore parallel was 
driven out of oHice and the new govern* 
ment is headed by a party whkh owes its 
appeal to ethnic arvd communal conside¬ 
rations. In Gujarat, the Bharatiya Janata 
Parry (BJP). a party that thrives on creat¬ 
ing social tensions, has taken charge. In 
Tamil Nadu. Jayalalitha. who has no res¬ 
pect for any d^nocratic ri^ics and who 
would be entirely ai home in the medie¬ 
val era. is firmly in control. 

And now in Bihar the only chief mini¬ 
ster in recent memory to have defied the 
anti-incumbency syndrome is a man 
who owes bis entire p<^ttica] career lo 
exposing development ani encouraging 
rrsenimeni among the backward castes. 
Laloo Yvdav t$ hardly the kind of man 
you wimld choose If you wanted to turn 
India into Singapore. (On the other 
hand, if you wanted to turn Sing^ort 
into Iculia. put L»oo In charge there and 
he'll manage it in three months,..) 

All of (his makes me sceptical when 
people talk about how much India is 
changing. The middle class is changing 
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a)hi|hi Buf U IS noi carrying ihe rc^i of 
India with it. 

I t both these trends hold then Nansim- 
ha Rao is almost certainly in trouMe at 
the nexi parlianKnuiy elections. His 
appeal is slill framed in terms of econev 
mic issues that mean a great tk:ai U> the 


middle class and not very much to every* 
body else, 

Ninsimha Rau'b best hope lies in 
attempting a sof^imicaicd version of 
what Laloo Pras^ Yadav managed in 
Bihar. Or he can follow Indira Gandhi's 


lead. She started the liberalisation pro¬ 
cess in I980and yet, she never once men¬ 
tioned il ai election meeiings pr public 
rallies. Mrs Gandhi recognis^ that Indi* 
an leaders needed to operate at two 
levels: ai the level of performance and at 
the level of popular appeal. 

Nansimha Ran reason to be pro¬ 


ud of his performance. But he does not 
realise that his achievemenu have had 
the unintended conset^ueace of distanc¬ 
ing the middle class from the rest of 
India and of alienating the poor from the 
national political mainstream. To trum¬ 


pet diesc achievements in the hope uf 
winning voces is foolish. 

Mrs Gandhi munaged to win — regar¬ 
dless of whether right wing or left wing 
wxs the n avoo r of the month — because 
she gave the disodvanUiged the feeling 
that she was on their side. When her 
younger son insisted on a mas^ sterilisa¬ 
tion campaign and the demolitions ai 
Turkman Gate. she lost on i mponu ni sec¬ 
tion of her support base— and the 1^77 
election. 

It was no accident chat she relaunched 
her political career by going to Belchi to 
comfort Harijan victims of atrocities. 
By ihen, she had realised that the only 
way in which the Congress could sur¬ 
vive as a national party was by standing 
up for those ai the bottom of the social 
structure. 

Under Narasimha Ran. the Congress 
has lost (hat image. Moreover, lie is 
increasingly perceived as a Brahmin 
Prime Minisier who favours other Brali- 
mins and has no lime for backwards and 
Harijans. And, while he cooled Hindu 
tempen» by abandoning the aggressive 
hard secularism of the Kajiv Gundht era. 
he has gone loo far in the other direction 
now. India's Muslims believe that ihc 
Congress does not have their interests at 
hean. 

The main rea.son, of course, is the 
Babri Masjid demolition. But it is also 
his behaviour in the aftermath of that tra¬ 
gedy. As Muslims point out, a mo.sque 
was demolished but he is obsessed with 
the formation of a trust lo build a temple. 
And the misuse of the Terrorist and Dis> 
ruplive Activities (Prevention) Act 
(TADAl serves as a daily reminder of 
the injustices of the system. 

If Nansimha Rao wishes to counte¬ 
ract the anti-irKumbency syndrome, 
then he must win back the traditional 
suf^rt bases. He has two examples. 
One is Laloo Yadav who counted on his 
supporters and ^iumphed. The other is 
Sharad Pawv who alienated the 
Muslims and lost Maharashtra. 

Laloo is regarded as a buffoon by the 
middle classes; Sharad Pawar, on the 
other hand, is portray ed as on ad minist ru • 
rive genius. But finally, it wasn't middle 
class perceptions that mattered. It wa.N 
the special interest groups that helped 
one chief minister counteract the anti- 
establishment wave and helped sweep 
the other out of power. 

The lesson is self-evident. But sadly, 
there is no evidence that Nansimha Rar» 
has got the message. • 


LALOO PRASAD YADAV: DEFYING THE ANTI-INCUMBENCY 
SYNDROME _ 



H Narasimha Rao wishes to counteract ttie 
anti-incumbency syndrome, then he must win back 
the traditional support bases. He has two examples. 
One is Laloo Yadav who counted on his supporters 
and triumphed. The other is Sharad Pawar who 
alienated the Muslims and lost Maharashtra 
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Hie Kissinger syndrome 



Dr Henry Kissinger, the masterful practitioner of 
mIpoHtIk, was in India recently. He was on a sponsored 
trip, promoting among other things, Kelloggs and Enron’s 
power prolect.Tbe transformation from statesman to 
salesman was truly striking 


It’s hip to be in love 
with India 


Thnc decades 
ago. (hey came in 
search of spiriiuaJ 
rewards; g^and- 
ed and high on 
hashish. the 

western flower 
children looked to 
India as thereposi* 
toiy of Truth. 

Now. the gurus of India's global I Ration 
promise market nirvana and the new 
IrKfian groupies from r7>edi(i barons like 
Rupert Murdoch to international ana* 
]y»s like Henry Kissinger are looking 
to Irkdia once again as the hottest new 
post'Cold War mode) of development, 
(his time with maierial rather than spin* 
(ual goods to sell. India is cool, it's exci¬ 
ting, it's even hip once again. 

It's a bit like whai happened to Japan 
about two decades ago, and to China in 
the )9S0s. In the 1960s and 70s. learn¬ 
ing Japanese at Harvard was considered 
to be a passport to riches. In (he 80s. it 
was lime to educate oneself in the art of 
chopsticks and Marxlarin. 

We. of cour>«, were seen to be caught 
in the bipolar world trap. Indeed, in the 
lime of Cold War containment theories, 
it was our western neighbour which 
was a frontline ally against the Red Per* 
il: but now as the streets of Pakistan's 
business c^ial. Karachi, are bloodied 
by sectarian strife. Paki-bashing is not 
just India's favourite blood sport. By 
contrast, we are moppang up the rewar* 
ds of free markelism and having shed 
our inhibitions about ideology, we now 
seem ready (o be couned. 

Dr Henry Kissinger, that formidable 
adversary of the non-aligned, dte man 
responsible fur sending die Seventl) 
Reel into the Bay of Bengal during the 
Indc^Pak war. was in town recently. 
The masterful praciilionerof realpoiirik 
was now on a sponsored trip, where 
among other things, he was promoting 
Kelloggs and Enron’s power project. 
From Star Wars to comflakes. Kissin* 
gcr seems to be having a crunchy time. 
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D uring the course of our 15-minute 
interview (a freebie, no less). Or 
Kissinger sang paeans to India's rise 
towards an economic superpower, pre¬ 
dicting a 'great' future for a country be 
hadoncedismifisedasonly a 'maybe* In 
(he race ftf global pre-eminence. "Thai 
was two years ago. when I wasn’t sure 
about the economic reform process. But 
now, see ing the vitality of the Indian eco¬ 
nomy, I am convinc^ that India could 
be a real power in the 21 st century." he 
said. 

The transformaiioA from statesman 
to salesman was truly striking. I came 
away from the in lerview wi ih the impres • 
sion of having jusi met an old man om- 
scious of the limitations of his role arwi 
influence, a backbencher in internation¬ 
al relations adjusting lo the age of the 
Big Mac. Where once he may have lectu¬ 
red us on iHjr faulty understanding of dip¬ 
lomacy and for not fallowing the leader 
well enough, here he was now lauding 
us for our business acumen and con gralu- 
I ati ng us <xi our grasp of market real ities. 

Obviously, the transformation of Kis¬ 
singer is a sign of the rintes. Doughty 
old Cold warriors are increasingly unem¬ 
ployed in ihe interdependent ur>d free- 
trading new wittI d order. Now. the .vi rale- 
gists of the past, who believed thai 
nation-states were poised in perpetual 
conflici and had to be skilfully managed 
10 secure the national interests of Uncle 
Sam, must now necessarily reorient 
Ihunsclves, The 'enemy' today for the 
tiS is no longer communism but forces 
which advocate cconoinic isolation and 
religious bigotry. So. Indian 
democracy, for long a source of amuse¬ 
ment to trannatl antic observers, is now a 
vital bulwark against the dreaded funda¬ 
mentalism that have the poieniial to 
wreck tftc peace needed for the etficient 
tunctioning of global bourses. 

Indeed. Kissinger is not alone. If it is 
not a business delegation led by iohn 
Major, it's one by Ron Brown; if it's 
not a Pierre Cardin going ga-ga on Indi¬ 
an fashion, then it's Murdoch acquiring 
another pie in the Indian sky. In the pro¬ 
cess, our hoary past, at least as far as the 
modem western imagination U concer¬ 
ned, is slowly being forgotten. It's time 
to forget that India of Parker F<jnchali 
— a semi-agrarian ancient IiikI where 
time almost .stands still. Now. it's ihc 
India of the silicon valleys, of sharp- 
suited yuppies, of bustling free trade 
and expanding industry. 


N ow. more than ever. India is an enti¬ 
cing comtdnaiiorvs of tndition aiMl 
modernity. A massive economic restruc¬ 
turing in a bastkm of state-led growth; 
successive democmic elections in a 
land overwhelmingly poor and rural; a 
massive market notwithstanding the 
challenge posed by large-scale poveny 
and uDemploymeni; a vast educated 
English-speaking middle cla.s$. thrifty 
and entrepreneurial, yet still retaining 
their distinctive custoitvs and habits; an 
equally large Indian diaspora which has 
established its work ethic in differem 
ports of the globe; a growing culture noi 
quite MTV and not entirely Bollywood 
either, but an amalgam that has creaied 
almost an entirely new language (which 
probably expUi n> the success of a V TV). 


There are other comparitive advanta¬ 
ges too. Cheap labour, easily available 
raw materials, democratic freedoms and 
a relatively stable polilcal ord» means 
(hat India is beginning to come of age as 
no longer a merely exotic, but also an 
increasingly credit-worthy country. 

But will this new honeymoon prove 
mun: durable than the <me wc had with 
the Hare Krishna types of the l%05? In 
the streetfightlng decade of the Sixties, 
basking under the sun in Baga or cavort¬ 
ing in Pune's gardens was a release 
horn the fruxualions of war. But as 
peace returned, and Rajneesh disappear¬ 
ed into the oblivion of Orlando and 
Mahesh Yogi into (he mists of Califor¬ 
nia. the aliractivcnc:^ of (he 'total' Indi¬ 
an expenence slowly wore away. 


The new hippies though are not here 
on a dream and for a puff of smoke. 
They are here for the 'r^' thing. Their 
hard-beaded business instincts have 
judged India as no longer just a pleasing 
backdrop for Hollywood extravagan¬ 
zas. The fact that the Indian Budget was 
telecast on Star television and that CNN 
even had a special di scu ssion on the sub¬ 
ject which involved a group of Ameri¬ 
cans Senators is proof enough that inter¬ 
est in (he prtgms of India's economic 
reform programme extends beyond 
mere cunusiiy. 

But it will requite more than just dol¬ 
lars to i^ustain this encounter between 
East and West. Perhaps, decision- 
makers on both sides might have to pre¬ 
pare themselves for a bit of give and 


take. Syrupy plaudits will not do. Quite 
sirnpty. the Americans need not shed 
(he arrogance of power (and I m not Just 
referring to Enron here). Too many Ame¬ 
rican investors that one comes across 
still seem to believe that the 'Made In 
USA' label will be enough to entice 
unsuspecting Indian partners. 

But wc too need to avoid getting 
entangled in past prejudices and knee- 
jerk anti-Americanism. Sure guys. Kis¬ 
singer wasn't our best friend in times of 
need. But that was 20 years ago. And 
while Nve can't and shouldn't rrwriic 
hisu^. (here seems bdle reason to allow 
thattosiopiherediscovery of India. » 


MnwpoMW* Xfwriai aoMf Tvwp; 



India’s hoary past 
Is slowly beini 
lorgotton. It’s time 
to forget that India 
of PattorfaffffAi//. 
Now, it’s the India 
oftillconvallays 
andofbastllngfree 
trade and 
•xpanding industry 
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The domino 

effect 

Rumblings in Bombay send land prices soaring 

in Bangalore 


L ui tnonih. residenis of 
Bangalore suburbs smcUadif* 
ference. The usual stench of 
human excreinent that fouled 
roadsides was no longer 
there. The reasort: many of (he slums, 
that lay along the roads leading to (he 
city cen(re< had vanished ovemighi as 
did (heir inhabitants. 

The slum on Hosur Road. opposKe 
Hombegowdanagor, is a case in point. 
From a few derelict huts, the colony had 
grown steadily till it stretched (he {ength 
of Hombegowdanagor itself. Mosc^ues 
and temples, too. were slowly built. 

But. suddenly, the enchroachmenLs 
disappeared. The settlement was cleared 
and tall granite walls shut off the place 
from public view even as activities sug¬ 
gesting construction work became noti' 
ceable. What is more, in March alone, 
five outbreaks of (ire reduced to ashes 
slums situated around pr\mt locations. 

Were the^ie mere accidents? There are 
reasons to suspect they were not. 
Bangalore is currently experiertcing a 
real estate boOTi and one theory is (hat 
slums are being razed by fair arKl foul 
means to make room for up-market 
housing. 

And the sudden rise in 
the demand for land in 
Bangalore is being altri- 
buied to Shiv Sena chief 
Bal Thackeray's pro¬ 
nouncements in neigh¬ 
bouring Maharashtra. 

Though (he Karnataka 
capitj, once considered a 
garden city, has today 
become polluted and 
lacklustre widi enervat¬ 
ing traffic jams becoming 
a itgular feature, it is 
aUncling people who 


would have normally chosen to invest or 
live in Bombay. 

Consider this. Even three months 
before (be Maharashua cleciions. land- 
owners and builders in Bangalore had 
anticipaied the Shiv Sena to come to 
power. So they sat ligh. refusing to 
negotiate property deals. They reasoned 
— and quite rightly — that the Sena 
would either order outsiders to leave 
Maharashtra or scare away new settlers. 
And these people were expected to be 
dnwn by the welcome signals emitting 
from Bangalore. The builders knew that 
this would send land prices spiralling. 

Indeed, land prices in Bangalore, 
though low compared with Bombay's, 
have sky-rocket^ since the Mt^a- 
rashira election results were announced. 
Take, for example, the pnee tags in 
Lavelle Rood and Richmond Town in 
the heart of the city: a flat can't be rented 
for even Rs 15,000 per month and the 
some flats which would cost Rs 15 lakh a 
couple of years ago are today valued at 
Rs 40 lakh. Even apanmenis overlodi- 
ing a cemetery have sold for between R.s 
45 to Rs 50 lakh each! 



W ho is investing in land in (he ciiy? 

Says P. George, a well-known 
builder, 'Muslims arc buying up proper¬ 
ty left, right and centre, and most of the 
money is coming from Bombay. Especi¬ 
ally in Muslim-dominated areas like 
Richmond Town and Fraser Town 
(where old bungalows have given way 
to apartment blocks) flais which were 
selling at Rs 1,000 to Rs 1,200 j sq.ft 
now cost Rs 2,000 a sq.ft, and a flat 
which cost Rs 1.500 to Rs 2,000 per sq.fl 
in the more up-market Langford Town 
now sells at Rs 3,000 per sq .0." 

NRU, mostly from the 
Gulf, ore also buying up 
properly in a big w ay and 
a curious trend has beco¬ 
me apparent. Today, 
almost all Muslim clo¬ 
thiers, who have tradition¬ 
ally dominated Commer¬ 
cial Street, the high street 
of fashion in the city, are 
into real estate as well. 
Muslims seeking plots or 
flats (Mtfer to deal with 
such realtors 
Muslims, however, are 
not their only clients. 


The rise in the 
demand for land 
in Bangalore is 
being attributed to 
Shiv S«ia chief 
Bal Thackeray’s 
threat to throw 
out outsiders from 
Maharashtra 
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Chief minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda 
(above) at^ed 
that the 
slum'dwellers 
themselves were 
setting fire to their 
houses in order to 
claim paltry 
compensation 


"Look, ii'i lUH only the Muslims who 
me feeling insecure. The feeling of inse¬ 
curity in Bombay affects Smdhis and all 
other communities," says u developer 
who prefers to remasn anonymnous. 

He says the flight of capital began 
about eight months hack. Besides the 
fear of the Shiv Sena coming to power, 
two other factors encouraged \hc out- 
How, he feels. "One. the law and order 
situation has worsened in Bombay with 
the underworld holding sway. So. 
people arc insecure. Two. Bangalore has 
a hot reuJ estate .scene." 

The Singapore technology park and 
the city's reputation of being India's Sili¬ 
con Valley has turned Bangalore into an 
invcst<ir’s destination. Almost every 
multinational company has an cifHce or 
factory hcrc. 

But land tirices are much lower than 
in Bombay. So, a Bombay flat-«)wner 
feels tempted to sell off his 3.000-sq.ft 
apartment at five to six times the price in 
Bangalore, and with ihat ton of money 
moves into a beautiful bungalow here. 

Says Pearson of Nit in Constructions. 
"The Janata Dal govemmein has been 
seimg i>n things that the Congress had 
slept over. They are serious about build* 


T» 


ing an intemaiiooal airport and going 
ahead with power projects which inier* 
est investors. Indians in Hong Kong 
have also been buying up pn^eny boe." 

Agrees management consulunt Naaz 
Rovshen. "Bombay has already shown 
that it's hostile to industry. Labour is 
miliumt and wage rates higher. Many 
factories belonging to ITC. Lever. 
Brooke Bond and Ciba Geigy have mov¬ 
ed out because of these reasons, and 
more will follow." 


LAHD-WATCH 
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B ut even if Bangalore is expecting to 
gain from Bombay's loss, the M^a* 
rashtra capital has alr^y exported to il 
an undesirable trend. Says builder Chai- 
uny a Kumar. "In any city. when I and pri¬ 
ces ocalaic, the first casualty is law and ; 
order." 

The slums d)ai were burnt Iasi month 
happened to be on or around land that 
interested builders. Irate residents of the 
Dhobi Ghat shanty town near the foot¬ 
ball stadium, where three persons died' 
in a fire that gutted the entire slum, say 
there was a deliberate mcm^ to evict 
them. 

"A few days before this fire, we were 
all asked to go artd meet an important per¬ 
son. We were it>ld that our problems 
would be sdved by this per.^n. Bui wc 
didn't go. They tried to persuade us even 
on the day the fue bn^e out." avers Lak- 
Khmi. one of the slum-dwellers. Two 
people were arrested following the fire, 
but the police are loath to admit that the 
blaae had links with builders' intercsis. 

Dhobi Ghai. located in the middle of 
the most expensive locality, is prime pro¬ 
perty. Its commercial value has escalat¬ 
ed after the city corporation showed gre- 
i en light to the Rahejas. a well-known 






FOCUS 


tm plou were bought up by variou» 


group of builden, to construct a build¬ 
ing in front of the stadium aAer they agre¬ 
ed 10 complete the complex lying unfini¬ 
shed for nearly two decades. 

In the state Assembly, chief mlnisier 
H.D. Devc Gowda fought off anempts 
to link (he fires with builders. He. on the 
contrary, argued that the slum-dwellers 
themselves were setting firt to their 
houses in order to claim the paltry com¬ 
pensation the government doles out! 

A senior police officer, however, con¬ 
fided. 'There is definitely a link bet¬ 
ween the builders and this sudden clear¬ 
ing of slums, ‘nils could not have happe¬ 
ned without money or muscle power. 
Our Bangalore goonchs don't know 


these tactics. This is definitely the handi¬ 
work of anti-social elements from 
Bombay." 

Says BJP ML A S. Suresh Kumar. 
The fire in (he Dhobi Ghat near 
Ashoknagar and the fire in Kora- 
mangula slum near the National Games 
Complex an ckur attempts to scare 
away slum-dwellers and leave the field 
open for rapacious builders. The city is 
going to face a big problem if this 
continues." 

In fact. Kumar alleges that on the pre¬ 
text of acquiring land to build an interna¬ 
tional airport at DevenapalM on the out- 
skirut of die cily, (he government U buy¬ 


ing up more land than it needs. He sus¬ 
pects Lhai (he extra Land will be denotifi- 
ed after some time and st^d to private 
developers. 

A case of land-grab in Dinnur is ano- 
her glaring exunple of the 
pol i (ician -hu i Ider-bu reaucrat nex us, 

Located next to the Singj^rore Informa¬ 
tion Technology Park near Whitefiekl. 
plots in Dinnur arc currently selling fora 
whopping Rs I crore an ^re. 

Abwt 257 acres were being cultivat¬ 
ed by members of the Kadugodi Harijan 
Cooperative Society. The Land was giv¬ 
en to the urganisation by the revenue 
depanment in 1970. After all (he adjac- 


Bangalore is currently 
experiencing a reaJ estate 
boom and one theory is 
that slums are being razed 
by fair and foul means to 
make room for up-inari(et 
housing 


)ndustnes> the Harijans quietly began 
selling ofT ihelr land to Gulzar Khan, a 
property developer. 

Khan, apparently, lived in the Gulf 
for some years before returning here and 
getting into (he real estate business. He 
found it easy to tempt (he Hahjan youths 
with motor cycle* and fleshy clothes (o 
convince their families to unofficially 
hand over (heir properties. And where 
bribes didn't work. Im used force. 

The agreement with the government 
empowered the Harijans to cultivate the 
land but not to sell it. 

But when illegal sales became ram¬ 
pant. the special deputy commis^o- 
ner of (he revenue depart¬ 
ment ordered that the 
land be fortiried in favour 
of (he government. Ille¬ 
gal construction work, 
however, continued, and 
(hat's when (he revenue 
departmeni got the police 
to pitch in. But Khan 
remained unfoxed till the 
police xuperinicndcnt of 
Bangalore rural dixirict 
began investigations into 
a murder charge against 
him. 

According to a com¬ 
plaint lodged by Umade- 
vi. a Harijan resident, she 
and her husband were 
resisting Gulzar's attem¬ 
pts to lake over their land. 
Rrsi, there was an attem¬ 
pt to kill her and. later, a 
gang attacked her hus¬ 
band Thi mmaraj u and kt I - 
led him. 

It was only when be 
was booked foe murder 
that Oulzar's activities 
were curbed. But be had 
already maDaged to pocket a lot of 
money. He has also been charged with 
tampering land records ^ something 
(hat he could not have done without the 
CMUiivance of revenue officials. 

Will anti-social elements shift their 
focus from Bombay to Bangalore? After 
all, BdsjgiiJuR: liad uiicc hit Lhe hcaUJities 
as the refuge of Sivarasan and other 
LTTE militants involved in Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi's assassinaiion. 

It may not be far-fetched, therefore, to 
predict chat the city would not only 
attract genuine investors but members 
of the netherworld as well. • 
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MANI-TALK 


MAWI SHANKAftAIYAB 

THE 



TRICK 

In the footprints ofNarain Dun Tiwari 


Muni-Tatk foin« 
the rest of the 
nation in heaving u 
cntlective sigh of 
relief that NDTji \% 
slUJ with us, alive, 
kicking and well 
after having sent 
us all into a tix/.y 
over his disappear* 
ance on his way lo the airpnn until his 
reappc4iruncc at an indusrrialist'.v guest 
house close to 24 hours later, 

Muni-Tafk offers a aamphng of what 
might transpire if other distinguished 
personalities wea* to walk in NDTji’s 
fixHprints For' "Lives of great men all 
remind us/ We must make our li ves subl i • 
me/ And. departing, leave behirKi us/ 
Footpri nts in the sai^s of time!" 

*44 



V NEW MAHARASHTRA CM 
MISSING 

• THACKERAY THREATENS 
PAKIS/dONGS WITH RETALIATION 

• SHIV SENA TAKES OUT 

TORCH-LIGHT PROCESSION 

• MAN-HUNT ON FOR AFZAL 

KHANS 

Mumbai. Saturday 

Consternation prevailed in 
Mantralaya at the sudden disappearance 
today of the newly-elected chiei mini¬ 
ster of Maharaahlra, Mr Manohv Joshi. 
who was on his way to Shiv Sena supre¬ 
mo Mr Bal Thackeray’s residence to 
receive his orders for the day. Sources 
close 10 (be supremo jirunediaiely let it 
be known that Mr Thackeray suspected 
the kidnapping to be the dastardly deed 



of Pakistanis BangladeMiis or. possibly, 
a combination of both to pre-empt the 
Shiv Sena’s determination to "rid Mum¬ 
bai of their pestilential presence*. 

Other MNirue^ ai Shi« Serta Bha^an 
tentatively advanced the alternative 
hypothesis that M was the "Madrasi lungi • 
wallahs" who were behind ibis crime 
since Tint, all lungiwallahs are crimi- 


nds and, second, ilte incident has the 
trappings of a typical Madrasi uutxahi 
movie". 

The police arv on full red alcn. Every 
mosque in the city is being Ihomugbly 
searched. Door to door investigations 
arc being undertaken in Maiungam 
(known in Maruihi as MatungaV Mr 
Thackeray ha.s announced that "no 
chawl will be left untunted until the 
chief minister has been found and ren¬ 
ders a personal explanation to me as to 
why he did not do to his kidnappers what 
Shivaji did to Afuil Khan". 

"After all," continued 
Mr Thackeray, who hns 
declared that the BJP-SS 
government in Maha¬ 
rashtra functions under 
his remote control, "I had 
told Mr Joshi to embrace 
every Muslim he meets 
^ here he goes slabb¬ 
ing me in the hack!" 

The nation is 


s^ of relief that 
N.D.rnvarw is still 
withus,aEve, 
hicUngandwdI 


over 


his disappearance 
on ha way to the 
airport 
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MANITALK 


» MAHAAASHTRA CM SAFE (IF 
NOT SOUND) 

• DISCOVEftEDINLONAVAlA 
HIDE-OUT 

• SHIV SENA SUPREMO 
MAINTAINS STOIC SILENCE 
• RETRJBUnCN A WATTED 

Ijinavato. 

All good Malurashtnaj)^ aAd (me 
were delighted lu learn this morning that 
chief mJm&ter Manohor Joahi had been 
found, safe and sound, ai his personal 
reireai in (he cod hills of Lonavala. He 
is not injured—jusialitile hurt (hat his 
ntenior, Mr Bal Thackeray, could have 
thought that mere illegal immigrants 
could capture one like him. brought up 
In the finest tradition of the 
Pad-pcdihahi. "1 would 
have swallowed cyanide 
pills rather than let my 
Hindu soul fall into the 
soiled hands of bkoiyyai, 
lungiwallahs and those 
who o^er (heir namaz on 
(he streets.' he (old (his 
coiTespondem. 

Later, at a hastily* 
summoned press confe* 
rence. the chief mmtster 
explained that it was all a 
misundcntanding. He 
said he was on his way to 
his daily briefing with the 
Shiv Sena supremo in a 
deeply disturb^ frame of 
minj because Mr Thacke¬ 
ray had upbraided him 
the previous day for hav¬ 
ing been CM of Maha* 
rashtra for a whole week 
without deponing a sin¬ 
gle Pakistani — '"or even 
a Bangladeshi ". . 

"My Leader."" continu¬ 
ed the .somewhat 
harassed'looking chief 
minister, ""threatened me 
with dire consetjuences if 
I did not produce a speci¬ 
fic deportation plan 
within 24 hours. He said 
he would ensure, as a fir^ 
step, (hat permits to stay 
in Mumbai would first be 
denied to Marwari millio¬ 
naire carpet-baggers if I 
did not give him my plan 
by next day. I did my 
best. But what to do? 

These BiP 

li 


19#* \ minisiers In my govenunent refus¬ 
ed to go along with me. So, 1 decided to 
mcdiuue in Looavala before facing my 
Supreme Leader once again.' 

• SESHANGOESAWOL 

• CEC DISAPPEARS FROM THE 
SCREEN 

• MIIUON FANS GO ON 
INDEHNfTE HUNGER STRIKE 

« FLAGS AT HALF-MAST OVER 
ALL ROTARY CLUBS 

Patna. Satuniay 

After landing at Patna airport this mor¬ 
ning, (he chief cJeciion commissiorKr. 
T.N. Seshan, suddenly vanished with¬ 
out a trace. Vanished with him is his enti¬ 


re reOnueof 32 Black Cats. 27 NSG com¬ 
mandos. six armed escort jeeps and his 
personal mascot, the alamt clock with a 
cuckoo which pops out every hour, on 
(he hour, to exclaim. "1 love Seshan". 
AU 1.500 companies! of Central Security 
Forces deployed in Bihar to deal with 
(he consequences of the last Assembly 
elections have been re-deployed to find 
the missing CEC. 

Nirvachan Sadan. the New Delhi 
headquarters of the Election Commis¬ 
sion, was sunk in gloom. 'It is not (rue 
that our Bo^s has disappeared forever,' 
sobbed one employee. "He is bound to 
be found again," he odded, subbing even 
more loudly. The only discordant note 
was the spectacle uf two runKifthe-mill 
election commissioners (not to be con¬ 
fused with the CHIEF election commis¬ 
sioner) found giggling outside their lock¬ 
ed rooms. 

A spokesman for the Election Com¬ 
mission told anxious reporters that the 
CEC was on his way to a meeting with 
Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav. when he could 
be suddenly found no longer. Asked 
who he suspected was behind the foul 
deed, the spokesman replied he suspect¬ 
ed everybody. ’The ISI, Mossad, CIA. 
KGB, RAW. Subramaniam Swaniy. the 
Central Asian Republics, the Jain Com¬ 
mission. everybody. We will leave no 
baJlot-box unturned to gel at (he truth."' 

North Indian readart are 
reminded that "PuratcM 
Thalaivl" Is the honorific by 
which the Revoliitionary 
Leaderene of Tamil Nadu is 
known to her myriad followers 


On hearing the news, Mr Laloo Pru- 
sad Yadav's first word was. ’ Luvcly)' 
Pressed by newshounds to explain how 
he could possibly regard (the abduction 
(he CEC as "lovely". Mr Yadav clarifi¬ 
ed that he meant only that he suspected 
Mrs Lovely Anand Mohan of having 
engineered the crime. On being contac¬ 
ted. Mrs Lovely Anand Mc^an. MP, 
said ahe had no doubt that it wax Mr 
Yadav *x Janata Dal which was behind 
the kidnapping. 'After all." she explai¬ 
ned. "they have more hi story-sheeters 
among their candidatcb than even we 
have." 







MANI^TALK 


• 8ESHAN FOUNDr 

• ”00 YOU TH^NK I AM A CIRCUS 

ARTISTe?" —CEC 

• CEO TRACED TO RANCHI RAJ 

BHAVAN 

• FEASTS REPLACE FASTS 

Ranchi. Sunehy 

Cracken hursi Hnd swttt.s weredistri* 
huted by die iiiick loud as the news came 
ui that (he CEC, Mr T.N. Sei»han. had 
been Tuund. The infuriaced CEC did not 
even attempt (o disguise his high 
dudgeon ai (he press for having report^ 
his alleged "disappearance*' without 
first having spoken lo him. "But, Sir. 
how could wc check with you? You had 
disappeared!*' said a hapless Indian 
F.xfnrx.i stringer. To which the CtC 
enigmaiicuMy replied. "Aham 
firahmasmi." 

Oescrihing the sequence of events 
since his arrival al Patna airport yester¬ 
day. Mr .Scvhan, m the course of his 
three-hour press conl'ererKC said that he 
was on hi^ way to his meeting with Mr 
i.i\\oo Prasad Yadav when advalKC 
mtclligcmcc reported that Mr Yadnv had 
been spoiled that morning practising 
snipping in the air wiih a pair of sharp 
scissors. ' When this was conveyed to 
me over the police wireless. I realised 
inmiediaU’ly ^ don't forget I was in 
charge of Rajiv Gandhi's security — I 
realised inunedialcly what l^loo Prasad 
was up In. Since no Bihari, let aJone a 
Kihari policeman, is To be trusted, I deci¬ 
ded to take mailers into niy own hands. 
U was obvious that I had to immediately 
consull the Sankaracharya of Kanchi 
Kamakolipcelum about the cour^ of 
action J was deienmned upon. I, Iherefiv 
re. warned to get to a lelcp^me to ask my 
friend, Dhirubhai Ambani, (o send me 
his 'plane (against cheque payment, of 
course) lo gel me to Kanchipuram pron¬ 
to. But these bkx)dy telephones in Bihar 
won't work. B> the time I got from one 
non-working telephone lo the next. 1 
found myself in l^nchi! And instead of 
reporting (hai \ was in search of a worth¬ 
ing telephone in Bihar, you ignoramuses 
say J am Away WithOut Leave 
(AWOL)!' 

Pressed to explain why he found the 
intelligence abrwt Mr Yadav practising 
snipping in the air with a pair of scis.sors 
so disturbing, the CEC sneered at the 
questioner, (hen asked —rhetoncally 
— whether the fools present had forgott¬ 
en the photograph of La loo cutting his 
own hair Some of the Ph D's covering 


the press conference recalled ihe irtci- 
denL "Well, then.* said (be CEC. And 
paused draniaiicaliy. "Well, then — 
what. SirT* asked the a.ssembled hacks. 
"Don't you understand?” explained an 
exasperated CEC patiently. "What 
Laloo proposed to do w hen he found me 
alone—and unarmed—in his preserKX 
was to give me a hair-cut." "And, so?" 
asked the still hcwildcred hacks. "Can’t 
you see." retorted the indignant CEC. "1 
have no hair!" 

• PAK HICH COMMISSIONER 

DISAPPEARS 

• HINDU HAND SUSPECTED- 

PAK F.O. 



• WILL TAKE CASE TO UN. SAYS 
BENAZIR 

• BJP DISTRIBUTES SWEETS 

Delhi. Saturdav 

I 

Diplomatic circle.^ in the capital were 
agog with the news that the Pakistan 
high commissioner, Mr Ria? Khokhar, 
disappeared on his way from his. Tilok 
Marg residence to hi^ otiice in 
Shantipath. 

The high commissioner has been 
much in llte news recently lor having 
denied (he minister of state for external 
affairs a chair at (he Pakistan Nuiional 
Day reception on 2.1 March hccausc. as 
he lamel y explained, he was cx peeling • 
such a rush of gue.sis thui his nKnJcsi 
lawn "would not have hod place for a 
chair" tor the representative of ihe Indi¬ 
an Prcsidcni. Sources at the ministry of 
external aflairs requestirtg anonymity 
said, "He'sxuchapuin in the whai-not, 1 
wish we*d done it — hut the fact is iluit 
one of the Hurriyai groups is behind the 
kidnapping as they are furious at the 
high commissioner having slighted ihcir 
leader hy offering him only one kebab al 
the recepiion whereas Shahir Shah, who 
is not wen in the Hurriyai. was served 
not just one hut two kebabs, besides 
being invited to help himself to as much 
biryani a.s he wanted.*' 

Or SubraiiMnlam Swamy 
announcedthatheirasfilinga j 
writ in the Madras High Court i 
demanding that chief minister i 
Jayalaiitha be airai^wd for 
the disappearance of the TN 
Speaker 


The Pakistani lo-'rign office spoke.s- 
man said in Ivlainahad that the whole 
world could now see (hut the Hindus 
who had vandalised (he Babn Masjid 
would sKnp lo any depth of depravity to 
ivrseeuic die Musitins of the subconli- 
nent. In a dignified rejoinder, the sp^ikcs* 
man of the Indian foreign office said that 
as the high commissioner was a Suiini. 
Indian investigative agencies were look¬ 
ing into (he possibility of I he abduction 
being a retribution tor whui the Karachi 
Sunnis arc doing to the Karachi Shins in 
the name of Allah. 



•wewva. ig^i lew 



mAH\-TAUk 


The unjsked qucsiicm on everyone *«• 
Ups is. "Hus Khokhardone un NDTr 

• KHOKHARTflACED 
• PAK DIPLOMAT POPS UP IN 
SAHARANPUR 

• PAK F.O. IN PICKLE: DEMANDS 

PLEBISCITE 

• "BHERYBHERYREUEBHEO/ 
SAYS PRANAB MUKHERJEE 

Siihaivnimt. Siouhs 

To I he ei>ii*ierwiioft of the Oovern- 
meni in Kluinabud and the conifon of 
(he one in New Delhi, mixsing Pakistan 
dipUxnui RiikT Khokhar was spotted'hi» 
afiemmm by on alert police in ihe by* 
lunes ofSaharunpur. 

The high comnussioner looked 
bewildered when accosted by (he Ick'mI 
constabulary. "Have you never heard of 
(he Viertnu Conveniion?" demanded Mr 
Khokhor being asked whe(her he 
was. er< Mr Khokhar. the missing Pok 
high com miss loner. Tan you a.sk nv< 
who I am wi(hi>ui 
implementing the 1949 
UN resolution on Kash* 




%A 




m 
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mil * And what's all (his ^ jflfur 
about my being missing? 0 l m< 
Do 1 look as if Tm mis* wBSHBH dl 
sing?" It took a while for Attempt t 
the police to clarify (hal •, ■, 
Ihey were not violating mSlMdllfl 
the Pak high commissio* Qia pfd$$ 
ncr*sdiplomaiicimmuni• ., 

ty but were merely on the CBPOftBO I 
look-out for him as he ''diSBPP 

had disappeared en rouh- m , m 

from his residence to his WIOKHItTI 

office on Satunday SpOkdll 

morning. ^ 

The high commissio- 
ner said his dipUmiatic WPChdCh 
status prevented him y 

from saying what enKily ■ mi 

he thought of the stupid dfapPM 
Indians, but did no one l 
know that the Saturday d Mpid! 

follow ingyum/rm was (he CxpfBS^ 

Islamic weekend? "ll was _ 

my day off — and 
so I took ofr. What’s wrong with that?" 
asked the high commissioner of the 
huge press corps that had gathered on 
he i ng alerted to the discovery of the high 
commissioner. 

"Oh. you're most welcome to take the 
day ofl', Excellency, * said one reponcr. 
"but why pick this forsaken hole of all 
places for a diverting weekend?" To 
which the high commissioner 


An InfuriiW TJI. 

Seshan did not even 
attempt to di^$e 

hishighdudgNnri sssj:!," r 

the press for having rerunvned for its furniture 

f wuute d Kie aliirnd andhchaddrisenihe 100 

rvpormi 1119 capital to 

"diSappMranCf" Saharonpur to see whe* 

wWioul first iMving 

spoken to him. and kepi slacked until the 

“Rut Sir hmvMuid guest arrived 

DUIp Bir, nw COUM ^ unfolded for ihc 

WE ChBCk With you? niinisicr\ personal use 

VAdi hmA withoui disturbing (he 

IIHinaa 'Cheaper 

disoppoafod!" said than widening (he Pak 

.i»,i«sM<.s r.s,.- 

bpressstringer lency. addinf: «dh a 

beam. "1*11 make any 
sacrifice — even visit 
with that?" Sahaninpur — in (he interests of Indo- 
ner of the Pakfiiendship.'' 


• TAMIL NADU SPEAKER LOST 
*T)OER$ WILL BE TAMED." SAYS 

CM 

• SWAMY DEMANDS 
IMPEACHMENT OF CM 


• CM DEMANDS IMPEACHMENT 

OF GOVERNOR 

Madnix. SatuiUuy 

The city learned in stunned silence 
loduy of (he disappearance of the Tamil 
Nadu Speaker, Mr Srdapatii R. Muthi- 
ah. who was last seen walking slowly 
and somewhat di scon sedately front ihe 
chief minisler's chambers to his own 
ufier a one-on-one meeting with her. 

Dr Subrumanium Swamy announced 
that he was filing a writ in the Madras 
High Coun demanding ihui the chief 
minister he arraigned for the disappea¬ 
rance He said he was considering 
impleading the CEC us jn accessory 
hefttre the fuel. The chief minisicr said 
she ciiuld no( he bothered responding 10 
every bit of nonsense from the lender ol 
a one* nutn and hull*a*woman party, 
cspccully as her haiKis we re full with fin¬ 
ding the Tigers and fending off the 
Governor whose rcpcuieJ letters to the 
Centre asking for hei dismissal were 
h Jill poring ihe i n vest igal ions. 

Meanwhile, jurisis are examining iho 
c«ms(iuiiu>nal implicaiions of a .Speaker 
vanishing into ihm air without declaring 
the House adjourned .orie itiv. 

• TN SPEAKER FOUND AT HOME 

• HAD LEFT FOR CONSTITUENCY. 

HE EXPLAINS 

• SWAMY SEEKS BLOOD TEST TO 

ASCERTAIN IF SPEAKER IS 
SPEAKER 

Sf^hpoiii. Sunday 

T1)e Tamil Nadu Speaker was traced 
to hix constituency home late last night 
after the Tamil Nadu police launched 
the tnosX massive man-bunt known to 
Tamil history, 'bigger than anything 
even in Chola limes" boasted one inform* 
cd source. "We looked everywhere," 
said TN supcr-cop Waller Davarani, 
‘before looking in the obvious place — 
Ihc Speaker'scortNiiluency residence." 

Piessed by newsmen to explain how 
he had lold no one that he was going 
home, the hapless Speaker replied. "The 
Puratchi Thaiaivi asked me to get lost. 
So I got lost!" 

North Indian readers are reminded 
that "Punitchi Thaiaivi" is the honorific 
by which the Revolutionary LeadcTcne 

Tamil Nudu is known to her myrital 
followers. • 

rrh* tfiM orin*«io>y« mvM 0/prM'm#*^ •<'•Miaiw 
Vo «o comic bul wbUm^ Antf flUpnaia emeft fic 
Mttm/MCAW rvw 
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Colombo calling 


Chandrika Kumaratunga ’s visit to India is a huge success 







Ry any reckoning 
Oiandrika Kuman- 
kunga'k visit lo New 
fVIhi was a landmark 
in India'Sri Lanka 
re} ations. for i i has giv • 
on A hig boost u>a wel* 
come policy change, 
indeed policy reversal, sSic had initiated 
immediately after coming to power. 

No siudeni of Nuheonti* 
ncPtal afrairs need be 
reminded that ihc I^K7 
kaji v-iay u wurdenc 
accord, entered into with 
the best of nHilivcsof end 
ing the island republic's 
catasirophic ethnic cun* 

Riel, had puradosically 
spawned bitterness and 
disconi between the two 
neighbours. Stully, the 
lateR rrcm;H)asa,onsuc* 
cccdmgi.R. Jayawardcnc 
as President, hiul insHk* it 
his business to raise the 
anti* India .sentiment to 
fever pilch. 

Chandrika nut only cri¬ 
ed hall to all this hut also 
proclaimed that .she warn¬ 
ed relations between her 
country and India to he as 
tricndlyand fruilful as m 
the Hi flics — when her 
father. S.W.R.D. Banda- 
ranai kc used lo be Sri Lan¬ 
kan Pnme Minister and 
enjuyed a special relation* 
ship with iawahurlal Nehru ~o7 the Si ii- 
(ies and the Seventies when the ration 
between Indiru Gandhi and her L^kan 
counicrpan. Sirimavo Bandaranaike. 
Chandrika's mother, used to be eonspi- 
cuous. IIk Sri Lankan PrcKidcni's talks 
in the Indian capital have vindicated the 
viability of this hope. 

However, lu put the visit in perspec¬ 
tive. let (he story be told fn>m the begin¬ 
ning. There was no pressing reason for 
Chandrika to come to Delhi at the preci¬ 
se moment when she did. But .she hod (o 
go to Bangladesh to mrei Khaleda Zsii 


(the (WO ladies ore very close to each 
other) and she fell that her fint foreign 
visil should be to India rather than any 
ocher country 1 

There was. of course, plenty to do in 
Delhi. Despite their preoccupation with 
quite a few ivher visiting dignitaries, 
including Hillary Clintem. the Amerkon 
Hirst Lady. (liandrika's hosts hod all the 
time lor her. The Pnnic Minister, for 





The Me H Pnmadta had made ft 
hii tastMO to false tlm MthMu 
seatneft to fever iMtoh. ChanMa 
Knntvnp net tody cried kaH to 
ad M abo pmtoMed that riw 

wanted reWkws Mwami her 
cacartry and tedii to be friendly ami 


instance, had two one-to-one meetings 
with her. All her interlocutors were 
impressed by her charm, intellect and 
frank but constructive approach. 

No wonder then that Chandrika*s 
friendliness was more than limply 
reciprocated. 

Nothing in intcmational relations, 
however, can he so Kmooth os to be total¬ 
ly free from wrinkles Tu describe the 
issue of the exirodilion to India <»r the 
LTH: Mjprrmo. Vclupillai PraHiaka* 
run. H mere wrinkle in lndo*Sri l.unkan 
relations would he u gross 
underMotement. 


The man is warned by the Indiun judi¬ 
ciary for the murder of tw less a person 
than Rajiv Gandhi, a former Prime Mini¬ 
ster and n i uch respecu-d leader. 1 n the ru I • 
ing Congress party. scniinKmi for bring¬ 
ing to hook al I h is kil I efs i s strong. Ihc re 
is no way, therefore, the Indian govprn- 
mem can refrain friHn demanding Prab- 
Kak uron 'sex tredi lion. 

A.s fara.s I am able to oscettain. luchnt- 
cally. the proceedings lor tJiis purpose 
have alre^ been set into morion 
through normal channels. The charge- 
sheet and other documents have been for¬ 
warded to C(d(xnbo. There seems to be 
some difftculty about furmshing Ihc evi¬ 
dence againsi Prahhakaran which, under 
the Sri l,.ankan law, wisuld be subject to 
judicial scrutiny in tbalcxiuntry. 


At (be same lime, Chandrika's 
government is engaged in peace negotia¬ 
tions with the L.TTB on which depends 
the peace and stability tn Sri Lanka. This 
process has hod >ume setback recently 
and Prahhokaran personally has not yet 
taken pan in it. C^andrika’s anxiety lo 
keep (he peace process going is both 
understandabk and worthy of suppon 
withovl interference. 


Chondrrka's suggestion for free imdc 
bet ween I ndia and Sri l..anka must be giv - 
en ibc most serious consideration. It can 
indeed become an example for <Hlu:r 
South Asian countries, now ihai 
SAPTA (South Asian Prefconuial 
Trade Agreement) is stuck and SAAK* 
Cs progress unccnain. * 
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RocInQ to the top. Always oheod of the field UBhos 
made winhlnp o woy of life UB. No. 1 In soles. SelllnQ 
10 mlMlon coses of spirit ond 18 million dozens of 
Loo^f P^f onoum is v*^>at ols^s U6 this 


unique stotua. VB. No. 1 In profits. With o turnover of 


Rs. 1400 crores (excluding duties 
ond toxes> and o profit before tox 
of Rs 111 cfores m Liquor ond Bresvirvg alone, there's 
no dispute os to who the leader Is in Indio. 


UB. No. 1 In brand leodership. UB hos os many os six r>citlonal brand 


leaders across cotegories. Nobody 
else hos ever come close to this mogie 
number Impact International has 
ranked 4 UB group bronds amongst the 


top 16 fastest growing Uquor brands In the world. What's more. UB owns 6 

t of the 100 top selling Liquor brands worldsvfde UB*s 

undisputed morket leodership. in both Uquor orkd Brewing. 
IS a phenomenon that's urvIvoBed onywhere else m thq, 
world. Irnogh^e the synergies.the dBtrlbuttori 
9 muscle and the po%ver... nobody even cornet 
close. UNITED BREWER1E3 LTD.. MCDOWELL 8l CO. LTD. • 

HERBERTSONS LTD. - THE NO. \ VAHNtNfS TEAM. ^ # 
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FACT-SHEET 


The future of the Taj turns bleak as the Centre 
plays down the impact of industrial pollution 

on the monument 


T he return of the VanKJaraJan Committee fmm Agra 
on 21 March confirmed the worst: the govemmeni 
is prepared to lei the Taj Mahal die. 

The five-member committee, which had been 
appointed by the ministry of environment and 
forests (MEF) under directives from the Supreme Court (SC), 
went to Agra to assess the levels of pollution in the Taj 
trapezium. 

The trapezium is a 1.000 sq.km area around the Taj 
including Mathura. 

Agra, Ferozabad and 
Bhanitpur. This 
highly industrialised 
area has been declared 
an ecologically fragile 
zorte. 

The committee, 
however, has its own 
view. Speaking on its 
behalf, K.K. Bakshi. 
on additional secretary 
to the MEF and a 
member of the committee, announced that there did not 
^pear to be any damage to the Taj from the pollution caused 
by the industries in the region. 

This announcement certainly came as a surprise e.specially 
as it is a well-known fact that air pollution around Agra, 
especially of sulphur dioxide, is causing the Taj to yellow, 
crack and crumble. This ailing condition has become known 
a.s * marble cancer'. 

But the announcement was of little surprise to M.C. Mehta 


• The Varadarajan Committee was 
appointed tiy the MEF under Supreme 
Court orders. 


• Environmentalists have Questioned 
the committee's composition and its 
extraordinary powers. 


• K.K. Bakshi. a member of the 
committee, announced that there was 
no damage to the Taj trom industrial 
pollution. 











CNVIflONMeNT 


the Ddhi*Kaj«d 1««ycr, who has led a 
one-man crusade in the Supfeme Court 
against pollution in (he (rdpezium and 
has focuiUe d public auenlion on the con¬ 
troversy over the I jsi 10 years. 

Mehiti suys Ihai IhK outrageous claim 
by the Varadurajan Committee is just 
another aspucl ol i he govemcme nt Ntraic- 
gy that has repeatedly aimed U) thwart 
his efforts, 

This struiegy is to prucraslinuie and 
play down on the pressing needs of the 
Tuj. With general ehxiions due next 
year, ihc government is trying (o hide 
the true extent id* industrial impact un 
the riMviumcnt. Meanwhile. U is using 
hiilf*nnis( inciisurcs to lob off pressure 
from ihi* Supreme Cuurt and create the 
impression that it is doing stmwthing 
about Ihc ivoblem. 

Prnveiiul indusirial interests have sulv 
deed any poll lical w i 11 w iihin the govern* 
meni to save Shah iahan's testimony to 
love, Rflys Mehta. 

Bakslij\ ciHnincnis are part of this 
Mrulegy lo play down the ixsue. When 
StJNDAY contacted him for his ctmi- 
mcnis, he demed making any siaieiitcni. 

"No sialcmcnis have been made by 
any member of the comm nice on dw 
state of the Taj Miihal and other moou* 


ments during the visit (o Agra.' said Bak- 
shi in a fax. 

T he Vandarajan Committee was set 
up under the MRF which had been 
ordered by Ihc Supreme Court to 
"appoint art expert authority (from India 
or abroad) (o undertake (he survey of the 
Taj Trapezium Hnvirorunental Area aiKl 
make a rqtort regarding Ihc sotmx <if 
pollution intheinipc7iumarKJihemca.su- 
res Ui he adopted to control Ihc same”. 

This ‘expen authority* was supposed 
(o comprise a 'reputed icchnkaJ/engi* 
nccring uuihoriiy*. Instead, it is headed 
by a man who once appeared on J >oordar* 
shan to claim that oknim is a non*U)Xtc 
gas As dirctior^general of the ( ounciJ 
for ScicnurK' ami Industha] Research, 
l)r S. Varadaraiaii, had made this state¬ 
ment following a gas leak a 1 Sri Ram 
f ood and Henilisers in I)gI hi 
Ibe scieruinc blunder led lo his 
resignation and Justice G.L Oza of the 
Supreme ('ourt later coniincntcO. "I 
wish l>r Vitradurajan would dnnk a cup 
tif sulphuric acid and find out whciltci or 
not i( was Kuic or mm-loxic.' 

Moreover. Varadorajan has already 
been the chairman of atuMher expert 
ctMnmittec lo assess ptdlution levels 
around the Taj. Set up in the SevcrKics, 


The minister speaks 

Captain Satish Sharma defends his actions 



leum and nttunl gas. Captain Sadsb 
^tarma. (o questions from Sunoay. 
Excerpa ouUlning his position. 


• The lO-pnmpUfi has beep launch¬ 
ed to reduce airpoTIution by iotroduc- 
ingcleaDerfuelitopitaerve(hepri«i- 
oe beauty of (he Taj and ta envinns. 

Allegations thai ihts initiative is 
DO more ten a coo^oce wJdi 
Supreme Court QC^s is not conecL 
Taking like my 

lO-pomi better than oo 

initiarivej^Hl^oves that there is 
otiiicani^^^ to crattte an eco- 
nment around the Taj. 
that my lO-point plin 
(han a publicity stunt 
of envimnmenUlisU 



wantiitg to eaf their cake and have it 
too. If no actioQ is taken it is considcf- 
ed as laxky and when we launch a 
lO-poiAt initiative it is dismissed as a 
pul^ity atom. 

• The Maduira Refinery's contribu¬ 
tion lo pollotioA near the Tqj MabaJ 
is ne^igibk. Tins k a vievr given by 
experts and not merely my personal 
view. For example, studies Natio¬ 
ns Eavtronmsnt^ EngiDeecing 
Reaear^ Institute (^4EERI) and dte 

School of Environmental ScieACM at 
faw^tarial Nehru University con* 
finn that d» Mathura Refinery ctntri- 
butes kaa than 1.5 mksugrufn per 
cubic metre cpf xtdphi^ Aoxide on (he 
T^. 

There ire alw a host of other 
aspects when coosidoing damage to 



Varadurajan's committee bud Jiiund the 
following; 

'1'hcrc ix a subslamial level of pollu¬ 
tion and sulphur dioxide ui Ihc Taj 
Mahal. Ax oppi>scd lo the rccommcmkct 


the T^ such as ageing of marble, 
damage from natural weathering, 
etc. One ahould take a holistic view. 

• The alkgation that the Madtura 

fipWiNHshtb—wglil 
MMiftii glliili In MitaHHl 
pitiifliiT 
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The Mathura 
Refiner; is often 
dtedasthe 
largcst’polluting 
agent in the 
trapezium a$ it 
allegedly chums 
out 1,000 kg of 
sul|riiur dioxide 
every hour. This 
air pollution b 
causing the T^ to 
ydlow, crack mi 
durable 


made the suiemcni ihai has since bew- 
me Cainwvv (o ihe case: "Bven ime per 
cent risk is far loo high for an like 
iheTajMaha).'' 

Hus was before the setting up of (he 
Mathura Refinery and its sut^ucni 
expansion; before the increase in other 
small industries; before the increase in 
irafTic pollution and before ihe increase 
to population. Yet. Dr Varadarajan. 20 
yearr later, says that Ihc effect of pollu¬ 
tion on the Tt^ i s negl igihle. 

Jht new Varadarajan Cominiiice 
also ignores many of the guidelines that 
the SC suggests to preserve impartial il y 


I THE TAJ TRAPEZIUM 


I -2 microgram per cuhk metre (cum) of Varadara|an‘s comminee had hired 
air, there is actual I y an increuxeuf 15*20 M/s Tcuhncco and Dr G. Tomca. the 
mkn^am per cum in the long tc rm and assi slant director for the Study of Preser- 
65 micrograni per cunt registered every vaiioo and Restoration of Cultural Pro- 
hour." peny, Rome. Il wax Dr Torraca who 


Refinery dumu out I »000 kg of sul¬ 
phur dioxide every hour is ab^olely 
incorreet. The sulphur dioxide ants* 
sioiu from (he refinery do not exceed 
700 kg per hour. 


* SuggesdoDS reprding moving the 
tndusirka out frra (he regioo it a 
mano for experts lo suggest. The 
Vvidarajen ComnuSee hK already 
been asMgoed (his tadL They are u 
il. As soon aa the report k lecdved, 
the central goverameiM in c oop era - 
tkffi with the state goveramept will 
be quick to initiate steps in a positive 
dtreetfOD. 


hcaedoAihisoptixDiaatknofreaov- 
ces 10 boort the nabonal ecottMDy far 
the beaefit of the cooBDoa tEMD. 

The nbsequent dtdiinn to provi¬ 
de oabiral ^ to the Mttlan Refine- 
ry came with a p erkafi c review of 
plaoi and policies i& a dHBgiAg dyaa- 
Tree sHuatkm. These dnnp on never 
be done overni gh L It k vesy easy to 
oitkise in hindaighi but (Ib ciicuiBsl* 
aoces keep oo clnfiging. We haw to 
dtfngewkbihem. 


• Nature gas was not si^ipticd to die 
Mathura Reftoety in die period 
1990-92 because natural gas is ao 

importast source of energy. It k 

iu^entfve and in the oadouat uuer- 
est dwopthnal udUaadon of all ludi 
resources be made. 

The decision to supply (gas to] pri- 
vale ebankaJ and fcrtiiker inkiudr- 
les and not the Malbura Refinery was 


* Because of fev of eoviroorDoit^ 
d^radaikn. we camoi cease to aet 

new imhirtrfas. Thatk what SDstai- 
rr^te devdopoKot is d about We 
are rtion of power, so power plMs 
have to be art up. 

EnviRorDcata! poOuiioa k a 
worldwide (Aenomermn hi fact, it 
kias been sod that de^rakfcd coootr- 
ies contribute inore towards caytron- 
imul degradation thn the devrtop- 
hig couDhlcs. We are one of those 
who have imtiatad o o uioiad efforts 
in eovjioniDCQt pmectrai. 


HAHMIA 
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Tliae irvlude the frdtowing: 


• Not one of its tnemhers is from 
abroad, despite worldwide interest in 
the isMK. In the past, similar commiiieex 
have vol kited intemailonal expertise. 


• Environmentalists also question Ihe 
ethics of appointing K.K. Bakshi, an 
addiikonal secretary to the Ml*>*, to the 
committee. Bakshi is a govemnient 
bureaucrat with none of the technical 
expeiUse that the SC stipulate.^. And 
since (he committee wa.s of^inied by 
(he MEF itself, his memhmhip «ecmb 
to he an attempt by the government to 
vkHaie SC prrwiMons for impartiality. 


This SC order fur an cxpcit commit¬ 
tee to assess the kveh of pollution dates 
back to 29 April. 1994, As part of the 
government campaign tr> delay the 
issue, it ha.s taken the be.u part of a year 
for the committee to aci ual ly conduct its 
research. 


nother lodicaiion of the govern* 
do-noihinc siratccv came ai 


do-nothing strategy came ai 
the beginning of March, with the 
annourk;«mentofa lO-point plan by Cap¬ 
tain Satish Shaima, ibe Union minister 


Mntv* i» 
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lO-POINT THERAPY 

The petroleum ministry’s regimen to 
save the Taj 

■ Suppiyofliquilied petroleum oai$(LPG) to local 
housetioicb. 

According to Sharma, there is an LPG consumer 
population in the region of 2.30 lakh. The registered waiting 
list is currently over one lakh. This waiting list wM be dealt 
with by M^ch 1996. 

■ Retail Outlets for unleaded petrol is to be commissioned 
by April 1995 at suitable points along the Debti-Agra 
highway. Lowlead petrol containing 0.15 gm of lead per 
litre will be Introduced to the trapezium by September 1995. 

■ Preferential allocation of 1^ to exishng industrial untts 
in the Taj trapezium from April 1996. 

■ The introduction of low-sirlphu r diesel for transport in 
the Agra region atong with four rnetropotitan cities by April 
1996. 


V Creation of a podubon Sink by ptanting one lakh trees In 
die vidnity of the Tij MM. 

M Supply of sdtaMicuUc metre of natual gas per day 
through pipetines to industrial units in the region. 

Compressed natural gas is a much cleaner fuel than 
pebol or diesel and will be introduced to Agra between 
1996 and 1997 by the Gas Authority of India Ltd. 

■ IndianOA Corporation (IOC) will Invest As 30 crore in the 
Mathura Refineiy to enable use of natural gas In its 
furnaces and boilers. 

■ IOC wtt adopt the latest hydrocracker technofogy at the 
Mathura Aehr^. This will cost around As 1,000 crore. A 
hydrocracker increases yield of value-added distillate 
products and improves air quality by reducing sulphur 
content. 

% Intensification of environment management by Mathura 
Refinery. 

M Identification of alternative strategies for environment 
management in consultation with the Asian Oevefopment 
Bank. 


(>f stale fur pcirolcuni and naiural gas. 

This 10*p<>tni plan, lo he impfcment- 
cdinasMKiaiion wiihihelndian Oil Cor* 
poraiion (l(K*). propo^^ (o reduce air 
pollution through the mlniduciion of 
cleaner fuels to the area anwnd Agra. 

' (Sethru) 

j According lo Mehta, ihese measures 
: are a 1(K)k good* approuch lo the pro* 
htem. The reality is ihal the ptnnLs were 
either dt>c to come into effect anyway 
because ol ^ directives or art so long 
overdue that, at best, they are inadequate. 

For example, (he introduclion of 
unleaded and low-leaded fuel was due to 
come into clTcci in April 1V9.S regard¬ 
less of Sharma's high-pn>filc plan The 
SuprvrrK Court had even made provi* 
sionx r<v unleaded fuel in all metro cen¬ 
tres and 2,(JOG tonnes have already aniv* 
ed in Delhi. Bombay, Calcutta and 
Madras. 

Mehta questions the initiative behind 
the plan. ‘If these measures have already 
been sanctioned by the court.* he que* 
rics, "then ] ask you. what is new about 
this Uhpoiniplan?* 

Continues Mehta. "Now. in the Nine¬ 
ties. reduction of pollution is not 
enough. Decongesiion is the only solu¬ 
tion. Vehicles should not only use 
unleaded petrol, they should not even he 
allowed within 3-5 km of ihc Taj. A 
bypass should be created to di veil hMvy 
tr^Tic on iia way lo Rajasthan away 


friHti Agra.' 

Ik goes on lo say that instead i*f 1 
lakh irce^ Agra needs a million. Instead 
of hydrocracking icclmology. the 
Mathura Refinery needs to he shified 
oul aii(»gether. 

Mehta explains that whai he finds par* 
ticuarly irksome ahoul Sharma's 
lO-point plan is the jmprcs»on that it is 
some kind of *hig favour* by the petro- 

II.C. MMk MlMthU 



Ivutn mirijsiry. He claims that Ihc minis¬ 
try has been ignoring ils rexpunsjbililies 
arid is almost entirely accountable tiu* 
the problems dun exist today. 

For example, in 1990. the Maihuni 
Kcfi ncry appi icd for rial u ral gas su ppl ics 
through Ihc pet rolcum mini siry. The refi¬ 
nery, a public suclor company, is oOen 
ciu^ sm the largest'polluting agent in Ihc 
irape/4urn. Ii finally got its reply in 
November 1992. 

Meanwhile, the Mathura Refinery 
continued to chum out 1.000 kg of sul¬ 
phur dioxide every hour as it continues 
to do today. 

When contacted by Sunday Captain 
^larma debated this figure. He said the 
refinery churned out only 7tX) kg nf sul¬ 
phur du»xidc every hour. 

The point, of course, is not whether 
il*s I .OnO kg or 700 kg. The point is Ihul 
(he Taj Mahal. India's greatest touri.si 
aOraction. ix irreplaceable. And the 
government xeeanx quite unconcerned 
about iia fate in the face of ongoing 
pollution. 

Public opinion, as being whipped up 
by M.C. Mehta and the environmen- 
on the other hand, is growing. 
There U iricreasing pressure on live 
government to save the Taj. 

But until now, ii*x clearly not been 
enough. • 
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RAJIV SHUKLA 


Getting behind the Tiwari episode 


Veteran Congress 
leader N.D. Tiwa- 
ri's "cnysierktus 
disappearance* for 
nearly 16 hours 
has attracted much 
media attentjon 
and has been the 
subject of much 
Delhi’s 


were his driver, cook and security per* 
sonnel. In fact, this is not the firM time 
that Tiwari has been to this place. The 
guest house staffers say that Tiwan has 
always booked into the gimt house whe* 
never he needed rest. 

It is significant that noone from Tiwa* 
ri’s family complained to the police. 
And during the 16>hour drama. NDTs 
private secretary. HanshJoshi. kept tell¬ 
ing everyone tim Tiwari was safe and 
fine. But both the lobbies m the Con¬ 
gress—the di ssidents and the loyal i si s 
wanted to gain poJibcaJ mileage 


from (he incident. 

Foremost among them wms Aijun 
Singh. It was he who spread the panic. 
His fol lowers not only informed the poli¬ 
ce. they also calM up news^Mper 
houses to say that Tiwari had disappear¬ 
ed and that they feared the worst. Stor¬ 
ies were circulated saying that Tiwan 
was kidnapped by a cenain group 
within the Congress. In fact. Aijun 
Singh had even planned to lead a delega¬ 
tion to the President to apprise him of 
the situation. 

The government, too. is e(|ually res¬ 


L . w • j gossip in 
political circles. Many stories are being 
circulated and several theories are being 
offered for Tiwart’s rather strange beha¬ 
viour. In the Central' Hall of Parlia¬ 
ment, many MPs were 
seen debating the reasons 
behind NOT putting up at 
a guest house at Gajraula. 

Uttar Pradesh, without 
informing anyone. Need- 
to say. th^ were add- 
ing their own nutsaio to 
the story. 

Many of these stories 
even cast aspasions on 
Tiwari’s character. 

Efforts are being made 
to find out the klentity of 
the people who had 
accompanied Tiwari to 
the Cajraula guesi house, 
indeed strange that 
man who has participated 
in the freedom struggle and has enjoy¬ 
ed an impeccable political career should 
now ne^ a character certificaie from 
small-time Congressmen. Indeed. Tiwa- 
ri is one Congressman against whom 
there are no allegations. TOs is decile 
the fact (hat he has been in power for so 
long; chief minister of UP four times 
besides several stints at (he Centre. 

Now that the dust over the disappear- 
•mce of 1 iwan has seriled. the facts are 
more or less clear, 7S-year-old Con¬ 
gress leader was extremely tired aAer he 
reached Delhi from Punjab. He was des¬ 
perately in need of rest. Ti« ari also wan¬ 
ted to be alone for some dme. Hence his 
trip to the Gajraula guest house. And 
(he only people who were with him 


ponsible for sensationalising the inci¬ 
dent. Rajesh Pilot, (he minister of state 
for Internal security, clearly overrtac- 
led. And even when Tiwari was found 
(be next day, Pilot was not to be reassu¬ 
red: he went ahead and announced that 
K.P.S. Gill will enquire into the whole 
episode to find out if there was any secu- 
rrty lapse. This is quite unnecessary as 
Tiwan himself ha.s said that he went (o 
the guest house on his own. It seems 
(hat the enquiry Is meant to embarrass 
(he veteran Congress leader. 

But as Chandra Shekhar, the former 
Prime Minister, has h^ily said, it U not 
that easy lo destroy the image of a man 
who has devoted Ids life for the welfare 
of the nation. • 


Many of the stories 
circulated cast aspersioes 


isat it strai^ that a man 
who has participated in the 
freedom struggle aad has 
eajoyed an iaipeccabiB 
political career sheald now 
need a character certificate 
from smell-time C e aeret si Beii 
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Pakistan’s high commissioner Riaz. 
Khokhar is the man the Government 
' of India loves to hate 


H ere were two Punjiihis who 
Hhou Id have ^oi along wc 11. 
And from iill acccHiniv. 
they did so. Ye;, after R.L 
BhaUa. junior mioisier in 
the external atrairs ministry, had attend* 
ed Pakistan’s Nalitxial Day eckbrations 
on 23 March, the rtewspapers were full 
of stories about how he was ignored and 
humiliaicd by Pakistan's high commis¬ 
sioner in India. Riaz Hussain Khokhar. 

But i1 was only after Indian Egress 
reported the incident ihai everyone in 
the capital was talking about it. The 
story said that the Indian minWier. who 
was the chief guest at the function held 
in the Pakistan high commission, was 
not properly received, there w<^ no 
chairs for him and that, left at a loose 
end, R.L. Bhaiia hung around in the 
lawn for minutes, and then left. 

The report said that such a thing never 
happened before. Last year. A.K Anto* 
ny. the then civil supplies minister, was 
the chief guest and was given a .special 
place to sit. This time, this was not done. 
Apparently, when a protocol otficcr of 
the Foreign office bniught this to Khok¬ 
har’s attenticA, he was told bluntly that a 
decision had been taken not to provide 
any scats to the guests. 

The protocol officer then consulted 
with another external affairs ministry 
ofUcer who was waiting for Bhatia to 
arrive ai the Pakistan high commission, 
A call was made to Bh^ia's residence, 
but the minister wa.s on his way by then. 


Not being abk to do very much, they 
only hoped for the best. 

Bhaiia arrived on lime. The indian 
Rjpre.ss report says that it was Prank 
Wisner. the American ambassador to 
India, who hailed out Bhaiia. Sensing 
(he slight. Wisner kept tal king to (he I ndi • 
an minister for all of the ten minutes that 
the latter was present. After that. Bhatia 
leR. 

But (hot wasn '(all. The repem provok¬ 
ed a storm in Parliament. Sikander 
Bakhi of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
<BJP). P. Upendra find) and such Con¬ 
gress members in the Rajya Sabha as 
S.S, AhJuwalia and Jayaiuhi Naiarajan 
said that Bhaiia had been insulted. Some 
of them demanded Khokhar’s lecill. 

Another Congres.smaji. Syed Sibley 
Razi. however, said that the Hoase 
ought not to take such a serious note of 
the incident. Ahluwalia and Naiarajan 
shouted him down. Indeed. Bhatia him¬ 
self tried (o argue (hat he h^'t been 
in.suUed and that oo one had been given 
seats. 

But by w cefc’s end. no one was t^ing 
Bhatia's word seriously. And a cam¬ 
paign hud begun against Riaz Khokhar. 

T here had been trouble already that 
week. The Pakistan high commiy- 
Sion had called over tbe well-known sin¬ 
ger from Sind. Abida Parveen. for a reci¬ 
tal in connecdon with (he National Day 
celebrations. In Pakistan, she's highly 
regarded. And there were many in Delhi 


Riaz Khokhar is as 
much a society 
man. Apparently, 
he refuses no 
invitation that 
comes to him. He 
is seen in Delhi, 
Bombay and 
sometimes, 
Calcutta, in the 
company of the 
very rich, powerful 
and the beautiful 
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lix^ng forward lo hear her sing. 

And then, the controversy began. The 
result was that Parveen'% travel papers 
couldn't be cleared in lime for her to 
take the flight to Delhi. Foreigr) ofRce 
officials insisted that she had submitted 
her papers to the Indian high commis¬ 
sion in Islamabad on Monday, 20 
March, while the Pak high commis* 
sion's invitaiitm for her programme, 
already sent out, was for 22 March. 

Indian officials in Delhi say that Par* 
veen’s papers weren't in order and that 
aAer they were rectified, the visa was 
issued the very neat day. But by then. 
Parveen had dkided to cancel Uk tour. 
"If she had to come in. she couldn'i 
expect her papers to be cleared in a day." 
said a senior officer in the minisuy of 
external affairs. 

But the Pakistani version was diffe* 
rent. They laid (hat Parveen had put in 
her visa papers on IS March, but that 
India's high commissioner in Pakistan. 
Satish Lambah. refused permission. 

Later, Riaz Khokhar had to take the 
matter up with the Indian foreign secreta¬ 
ry, Salman Haider, after which the clear¬ 
ances were obtained. But by then, it was 
too late. 

And. as with anything to do with Riaz 
Khokhar. few believed his version. Indi* 
an officials pointed out that around the 
same time when the Abida Parveen con¬ 
troversy broke out, four well-known 
Pakistani poets had attended (he 
Shankar*Shad pttusfuiira in Delhi. But 
equally, it was clear that Khokhar once 
agai n had more facts on hi s side. Yet, the 
man had been in so many controversies 
that nothing that he said ever got to be 
bdlieved immediately. 

O lTicials in the external affairs minis¬ 
try reckon that Riaa Khc^ar is 
Pakistan's most controversial high com¬ 
missioner to this country yet. "Abdul 
Sattar. who wa^ before him, was an Isla* 
midst, a tough diplomat and as much 
keen to push the Pakistani view as Khok¬ 
har.'" said a former femign secretary. 
"'But at no time did be give offence bj^ I 
all the while you knew you were dealing : 
with a very deep man," 

In the beginning of hjs term io 1992. 
nice things were said about Riaz Khok¬ 
har too. He had been political counsellor 
in Delhi between 1980-85 and all those 
who came in touch with him recalled 
him to be very social, charming, polite 
and decent. 

Khokhar is as much a society man. 
Apparently, he refuses no invitation that 


comes to him. 'I have seen htm in panies 
given by youmaJisK businessmen, and 
what have you," said an Itidian diplo¬ 
mat. 'Sometimes, he won't be (here for 
more than ten minutes. But always, he 
will come."" 

Then ( 00 . he is seen in Delhi. Bombay 
and sometimes. Calcutta, in the compa¬ 
ny of the very rkh. powerful and beauii- 
ful. He"s tall and Mg and has a gravelly 
voice and a la^ rnse and in achkan- 
churidar or in pinstriped suits, cuts quite 
a figure. 

But in his second term, there was a 
hard-edged quality about him. And over 
the rnonths as Indiart diplomats interact¬ 
ed with him, (hey came to discover (hat 
this was the real Riaz Khokhar. First of 
ail. he"d shown that he was a survivor. 
He had been addidonal secretary to 
Benazir Bhutto, then after her dismissal, 
to Chulam Mustafa Jaloi. and finally to 
Nawaz Sharif. 

In Bangladesh, where he was high 
commissioner, he is said to have never 
feegonen that that country was onx a 
part of Pakistan. Apparently, the hard 
side of him first became evident there. 
When he came to India as high commis¬ 
sioner. he was young for (he yob. He is of 
(he 1966 batch, while Sartar was ftom 
the 1954 batch. 

It's often made out that Pakistan sent 
someone as junior as him because India 
had made Lwbah, who was our consul- 


general in San Francisco, the high com¬ 
missioner in Islamabad. But (here's 
more (o (hat. 

Lambah is widely held as an expenen- 
ced and capable diplomat and he was per¬ 
sonally chosen by Narasimha Rao for 
(he job. What's forgotten though is that 
KhMchar had been director-general of 
Pakistan'sSouth'Asiadivision. And put¬ 
ting together al I hi s fie Id and desk e x pe- 
rience. Khokhar had been looking at 
India for 13 years. "That's a long time to 
iook at any couniry.' says a senior exter¬ 
nal affairs minist^ official. And ftom 
all accounts, he came prepared. 

I t was a time when militancy in Kash¬ 
mir was more than two years old. 
Pakistan, while denying any miJitary 
suppoit to militants, said that it would 
provide all diplomatic artd moral back¬ 
ing. India's position was that Pakistan 
was abettiag terrorism artd seeking to 
internationalise an issue that was clearly 
bilateral according to the 1972 Simla 
Agreement. 

Pakistan was helped by the harsh 
methods used by Indian security agenc¬ 
ies in Kashmir, faced for the time 
with an insurgency of such proportions. 
Nawaz Sharif had sent him as high com¬ 
missioner (0 India and Benazir Bhutto, 
who came after, chose lo retain Khok¬ 
har. Iht United States had President 
Bill Clinton who, as all Democrats arc. 


*» 
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According to 
noMfspaper 
reports, Miokhar 
said that 
Parliament was 
agitated 
because he had 
invited the 
Kashmiris. The 


both the 
Pakistanis and 
the Kashmiris 
got also upset 
the foreign office 


was partial towards human rights. Bhui- 
10. who had an Oitbridge and American 
education as Oimon. .saw many com¬ 
mon things Pakistan and America could 
do. She wanted American help on 
Kashmir. 

It is in these changed circumstances 
that Khokhar wus asked to serve here. 
'Pakistan wanted only to miemational]- 
sc all its problems with India, especially 
that with Kashmir,” said a senior difdo* 
mat in the foreign office. “So it needed 
ambassadors who could vigorously adv¬ 
ance Pakistan's position on Ka^mir, 
wherever and bov^ver.” 

Riaa Khokhar is seen in that light. 
He’s compared to Pakistan’s envoy In 
Singapore, who got up and asked Nara* 
simha Rao a question on Kashmir when 
ihe Prime Minister was with Lee Kuan 
Yew. addressing a lecture last year at dw 
Institute of South-East Asian Studies. 
Yew got the high commissioner to apolo¬ 
gise. Salman Khurshid. addressing a 
gathering of the Asiatic Society in New 
Yevk, was similarly interrupted. 
Pakistan's ambassador tc the US. Malee- 
ha Lodhi, is also seen as being of the 
tough new breed of Pakistani diplomat s. 
Khokhar is bracketed with them. 

E acept that the run-ins that Khokhar 
began having and from which he 
was seen as being tough were on really 
no substantive issues. One thing that got 


him very in ttK beginning was 
when the ioini secretary looking after 
Pakistan in the ministry of external 
affairs. M.K. Bhadra Kumar, summon¬ 
ed him. 

Khokhar was stunned. He said that he 
refused summons from joint secretaries 
and that »nce he was Pakistan's high 
commissioner, he could only be called 
by the foreign secretary. This is the 
convention. 

And, by rights. Khokhar could insist 
on it being followed. BUI the then fore* 
ign secretary. J.N. Diiit. was away. ^ 
the time Khokhar changed his mind, it 
was 6.30 pm and Bhadra Kumar had left 
office. 

'What this shows is that the man Is 
churlish.” said a former foreign secreta¬ 
ry. 'On OTK level it duhi’t mean anyth¬ 
ing who had called Khokhar. The point 
was that it was But somewhere 

along the line, his ego played up ' This 
was when Dix it cal 1^ bi m to i rccept ion 
to his house when he was made foreign 
secretary And Khokhar hadn't even 
been accredited then More, the foreign 
office got the President to accept his ere* 
dentials on a Saturday. And this isn't 
conventional either. 

Then there were other things' 

• In an interview to Eyrwitmss. the 
videomagazinc. Khokhar appeared to 
confirm the view that lr)do*Pak relations 
were bad. "A diplomat ou^l never to 
say these things, or never quite in as 
many words,** said a foreign office offici¬ 
al. I^siioned then by Scnday, Khok¬ 
har refused to lake back a single word. 

• In November 1992. former minister of 
stale for home. M.M. Jacob, had made a 



IliClf Ihitto; thi i—t WiOmr to 
MliarKhBdffWttlrM 


statement about Pakistan's uvsistance u* 
terrorism. The P^isiani high i\)mrnis- 
sion rebutted with a press release ihai 
said, "Such unsubslantiaied and highly 
inflammatory allegations can only serve 
to con^licaie the already*sir.lined 
relationship." 

• In March 1993, the high commissiktn 
once again pul out a press release that 
got it a lot of flak. \t called one of L.K. 
Advani's statemenls as "viciou.sly irres¬ 
ponsible, and smacking of wiichcruft”. 
Later on. the BJP came oui with a state* 
ment against this. And even those 
bipartisan in the whole affair odmiiicd 
that the release was, if nothing else, 
hizarre. 

• Soon after the Bombay bomb blasts. 
Ihe then Muharashtru chief minister, 
Sharad Pawar, aecused Pakistan's Inier* 
Services Intelligence <ISi>. To ihui the 
Pakistani government replied, '('learly, 
chief minister Pawar is en Jeavouriiig lo 
involve Pakistan in the hope of not only 
covering up his own failings and rcp<»n* 
ed connections with Bombay's under¬ 
world, but also creating dire circumstan¬ 
ces for harassing and iuicmiguting inno¬ 
cent persons of a particular community. 
The letter, addressed to the honourable 
Prime Minister of India by the minister 
of state for internal securiiy on 12 May; 
highlights the relationship between poli¬ 
tical personalities and anii*s<icial 
elements." 

• In between, home minister S B. Cha* 
van was censured and so too, V.N. 
Gadgil. (he Congress spokesman. 

« This year, in March, Pranab Mukher- 
jee made a statement in Parliament. 
Khokhar was quick to rebut, .saying, 
"The Pakistan high commission is con¬ 
strained (0 refute a statemem by the Indi¬ 
an minister of external affairs. Mr Pra* 
nab Mukhegee, in the Lok Sabha on 20 
March on Indian nationals being held in 
Pakistan." 

The implication was that Mukherjee 
had misled Parliament. Officials in 
South Block wert aghast. "For one. the 

pioceeJ ings ware of Parliament.’ Ruid a 
senior o^iciaJ, "and anyone saying 
anything denying that is liable to be haul¬ 
ed upforbrek-h of privilege. " 

"The other thing is that Mukherjee is 
the head of the ministry that Khokhar is 
deal ing with.' he coni inued." A n JI u'i m • 
der what kind of relationship does Khok* 
har expect from Mukherjee In the (uiu* 
^ ^ - 









DIPLOMATIC DOLDRUMS 

Indo^Pak relations over the years 






fifty cdftbntlocu in Ml prante 
Atio, d dido ^ kft» in old prwUift of 
itMoririg JiOQfth mud to ibe Md' 
no covennftDL In i Boil ?alLiitftn 
doted the Bcfobiiy cootuinte and 
ihut the Indian consolaic in 
Kflictt. 

FindJy. tfw bi||e«t blow to bdo* 
Pad tftbftions came wbn such All 
Pvty KkOTiyat Conference Iftftdm u 
AW Ohtti Loot. $yed M SM 
Client. Omer Parooq $M the 
Paoplo* ieft|TK tender and long-ti- 
me detenae, SMbirShih. came to the 
Pakistan Niitteoal fifty cetebratkiu 
at the Paktetan hiih eommiiaioii on 
23M«^ 

Riax Khokhar acw thii M soow 
kind of I ccwp diou|h the Inflan «ide 


tarlea, juoior crfRccrs cwdd be aem. 
There wre oo retpooae to thftL Tin 
lodiaoi also laid thti they were will¬ 
ing (o participfttein infmal uDoffi* 
dd la&i. A^n. no rtspoose. 

"Hk Pakistanis JOanted » 
show the world th« b^ia and Nci- 
Stan cotildn'i ulk to each cahde hie 
dviitsed nations," said a fludge dffi- 
cestafter. 

Two Inddeats took Ulie dttL 

A cteii te dw PakiMani Ugh couBis- 
sioft was arrested Idr espionage ad 
updkd. He was goi off the [toe m 
Platan wilh Ua bead, 

body iod arms * / 

"They IniiauatedMi our ageAdea 
had beaten Um opr laid a ofBdai. 
"Luckily, before handing over the. 


I l's something of a surprise that 
India stall has an envoy in Muslan 
ar«l Pakistan one in In^. For, the 
relation^ between the two countries 
have never been worse (aside from 
during the two wars) than now. 

Things started going bad from (he 
winter of 1989 when militancy erupt¬ 
ed all over Kashmir te the middJe of 
1992. when Riaz Khokhar tix^ovee. 
the mUitanis had gained an upper 
hand while the Pakistani government 
was iaiemaiiooftlising the human 
rights abuses in the Valley by securi¬ 
ty forces. 

Europeans, guilty about not being 
able to end the anti-Muslim genocide 

.n Bosnia-Herzegovina, and (he 

United Stales, with a Democrai Prtst* 
dent, took up tbe matter. Amnesty 
Intenutioot] too brought up Ae 
iaiufl. Twke in (wo yean in the UN 
human rights coRunisiion in Gene¬ 
va, Pakistan highlighted the Kashmir 
isioe and tried to Mg up aoti-Indii 
resolutions. 

ff Pakisutn had had Hiu^. India 
would be censured and pressured to 
allow aUN watchgroi^ to visit Kash¬ 
mir. But (he fbat oma, Inttia gix bn 
to press for a vote, with China too 
,bft^ng for its own naicoa. Tlw 
aecond time, early this year, Pikiattn 
was itself questioned about the grow¬ 
ing number of aectariin Sunni ver¬ 
sus Shia killings in die Sind province. 

Indis tried bard CO eiUirge (he crei 
of diKusstens. ^ BOO'pft|ters erere 
sent up. tod die discussion topics 
ioclud^ desermlitini the maitime 
borders at Sir Cre^ off Gidant. 
demHitarislDg the Une of Cootrol 
<LoC) and taking conftdence- 
building measures is Siachen. Paki¬ 
stan returned with two non-p^ers, 
both on Kashmir. 

"They said that they wouldn't talk 

about anything until noo-papm 
were discussed,*' said, a foreign office 
source. "We said ihtf we would dis¬ 
cuss all ei^ non-papers, and that we 
couidnT wish away the Kashmir 
issue even if we had warned to. But 
they stuck loMr position. We could 
do nothing." 


"We tiien (Old them that ai teaat let 
u$ talk." the dipkmat continued. 
"Kris Srinivaean, who had gone for a 
SAARC (South Asian Associatioo 
for Rcgkonal Cooperation) conferco- 
ce. took JS (Pakistaa) with hint and 
bung around for four days in Islama¬ 
bad (0 have informal talks but they 
just v^ldn'tmeet." 

Th<m tbe Indtea side ipparemiy 
said thai if the Pakistanis were beiit- 
ant ibuui a meeting of foreign secre- 


Even an issue as 
nuclear 

non-proliferation was 
coloured by Kashmir. 
Rrst a minister, and 
then Benazir Bhutto 
horself, made out that 
the worsenii^ military 
situation in Kashmir 
could trigger off a 
nuclear war 


roan to the Pakuttaru high cenmis- 
skm doctor, we had videotaped him 
bdng airighi" 

Far worse was the closure of the 
Karachi consulate when the violence 
in Sind got out of band. Benazir Bhut¬ 
to, under pressure from fundamental¬ 
ist p^iti^ parlies and groups, held 
India responsiUe. 

India too dkl nothing as Shiv Sena 
goons ttsTurised Bombay hotels 
from holding the Pakistan National 
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wui^Met They Gouldn ' t object open¬ 
ly* 

Thra came the seating comrover* 
%f. Sotffcea sty tiuiKhokhardelibe- 
raiety didn' t have a chair pui for ni. 
Bh^t. te janitv mioisue tor eaiar* 
Ml afTifirs tod chief goat at the fUnc* 
tioG, tomt him on par vith the Kaah- 
uftt. 1ms may or may not betnie. 

But by tq) Ae aUe^ 

iiuttU Id Bhatia, Kbcddur'a cause 
was filter served He told dte lodi* 
an fofalgD sacreiary (hat the anendaft- 
ce of t&e Kaahmins was the real tM' 
son for all the uproar shoot no cha^ 

Indeed, even an issue as nuclear 
non-proliferiQon was coloufcd by 



Kashmir. Pint a minister, and then 
Bhutto herself, made out that the wor- 
seniog miliury situation in Kashmir 
could trigger a nuclear war. 

Then, the fonner Phrae Minister 
and Opposition leader Nawa 2 Sharif 
said rtw if India attacked ia Paki uan- 
occupied Kashmir, then PakisCM 
would use its nuclear arsenal. 

In aum. while IndoPak relations 
deteriMited in all planes, it worsen¬ 
ed ftirtber with the stalemate in Kash> 
imr. And m 8h« goes to Washington 

this nooth. Kashmir will once again 
be cop on Beiuuir Bhutto's agenda. 
And if ^ som^ww convinces Presi' 
deni BH] Clinton (hm Amcrici can do 
iQinetMni about it. she'll have just 
abow enough to uke back home. 


re.' Foreign office sources say that 
while Saiish Lainbih can actually pick 
up (he phone and ulk to the Pakistani 
Phme Minista or army chief e sheet 
notice, Khokhar doesn't have that 
access. 

Khokhar himself smaru at such cmn- 
pansoos. 'But what can you doT yiffd 
a senior career diplomai. *The man is 
out to make himself obnoxious at nearty 
every moment of hU offidal lime. We 
are a mauire nation and conduct diplo¬ 
macy on (hose lemu. Khokhar. either cn 
his own or at his gov enu nent* s instance, 
is hell bent on seeing that he closes (he 
door on us so that iIk Pakistanis can 
close (he door on Lambah. We'll oy our 
best that thu doesn't happen.' 

B ut some of Khokhar's biggest allies 
are in the foreign of5ce itself. Take 
the Abide Pirveen issue. It is now clear 
that she had put m her visa papers on 
Wednesday. 15 Mardt. There was a row 
of holidays after dtai. Since her visit was 
lied 10 a National Day ceiebration, such 
bureaucratese could hardly come m the 
way. 

It didn't too. The inside story is that 
Khokhar met the foreign secreury, 
man Haider, on Saturday and indicated 
the trouble with the visa. Apparently. 
Haider spoke to Lambah in Islamabad. 
The Pakistanis had refused visas to 
some Indians for India's National Day 
celebration. And he was only being 
reciprocal. 

Haider, it seems, then went up lo (he 
Prime Minister. He wasn't contactaMe 
all of Sunday. By (he time the matter 
went up to him, it was a Monday after¬ 
noon. His okay came too late for Abida 
Parvecn to cat^ her flight. 

For Khokhv, this was a rewly-made 
bloomer to do some India-bashing. He 
went to newspapers to insert an ad that 
the Indians had refused Lbe visa. No one 
took it. In (be piess release that M- 
lowed, he was regulariy snide ^xnit Indi¬ 
a's "free press'*. 

Then take the sealing controversy. As 
he says in the interview that tbllows, a 
decision had been taken to place no 
chairs. It had been noticed from earlier 
Pakistan Day celebrations (hat it divided 
(he guests into (hose who could break 
(he security cordon aruund the chief 
guest and those who couUhi't. 

Further. Khokhar says that when Bha* 
(ia came in. he said (hat he could only 
$uy for lO minutes and was due for a 
meeting with the Prime Minister. He 
says I hai being a Punjabi. he's had a spe * 


dal son of relationship with Bhaiiu. 
And (hat he would do nothing to spite a 
fdlow Punjabi. 

Bhatia himself has told f(aend»« that he 
wasn't insulted and that he was at first 
thssuaded from going to the celebratiun. 
It was the first time in many yeurs that a 
Junior minUier from external affairs was 
going lo such a function. And he wa.sn'( 
going to take a no from the bureaucrats. 
The implication is that some of them 
retaliate by leaking to the press that 
Bhatia had been insulted. 

The press leaks have been son of insti- 
tutionilised in the foreign office now, 
Ai a senior forei^ service officer says. 
'Khokhar will put out all kinds of bail 
for us to rise up. The aim is to close all 
di^umatic linM. Some among us think I 
that Khokhar has to be uught a le.uion. 
What (hey ful to realise is that they're 
doing Khokhar's job for him.' 

In effect, (he seating issue would have 
been nowhere but for a newspaper 
report. 'Yes. there was a pn^ol 
lapse.' said a serving diplomat. ' But it 
was no( about chairs but the way Kash¬ 
mir's secessionisi leaders were called, 
feted, and pcnnitied .o address a press 
conference. And thus, the real issue wa.s 
lost." 

Khokhar denies any press conferen¬ 
ce. And as always, he turned the situa¬ 
tion to his advantage. When MPs. cutt¬ 
ing across party lines, said in (Ik Rajya 
Sabha that Bhatia had been insulted, Ok 
foreign secreury had to call in Khokhar 
and uprise him of what the Parliament 
fell. 

According to newspaper reports, not 
denied since. Khokhar said lhal Parlia¬ 
ment was agitated because he had invit¬ 
ed (he Kazmins. Because of (he need 
for (nnsparency in the conduct of Ka^- 
mir affairs, the government couldn’t pre¬ 
vent the Kashmiris from going to the 
Pakistan Day celebrations. Bui equally, 
(he mileage (hat both (he Pakistanis and ' 

the Kashmiris got. upset (he foreign offi- ; 
ce greatly. And Xh^har, always ready 
to make use of a situation, did so this 
rime too, 

FYrhaps none of this is conventional 
diplomacy. Bu( considering what 
Piston's agenda is. ihis makes a great 

deal of sense. Sure. Khokhar ts very 

clever and enonnously street smart. 
Only he is helped in his way by a lot of 
muddle-headed Indian diplomats. 

In a capital cicy so full of leaks, Riaz 
Khokharis the man who crests it all. • 

UK MufAdW 
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No disrespectw 


Riaz Khokhar, Pakistan’s 
high commissioner to 
India, defends himself 




Si'SDAv: There'll bwn ■ contniveny over the 
way you Irealed the Indian mlnixler of stale 
r<»r eKiemal affairs, R.I.. Bhaila. durinn the 
Pakistan Natbnai Day celehralkms... 

Kiu Khokhar: The whtOcc«impaign isn 1 ^^chie• 
vous. There N^crc more invitees u the Pakistan 
National E>ay eelchrjtiuns this year than ever 
before. We invited aKiut 2,400 people — over 
1,600iumed up. The reception was envisaged as 
a garden party, We had invited Mr Bhaiia us the 
chief guest, And since these pctiple come only 
for 15 or 20 minutes, my idea was that I wtHiid 
conduct him through the crowds, so that he 
meets people he already knows. On these occa* 
sions. am^ssadors and diplomats who don't get 
a chance ti> meet ut that level want to talk to him. 
Everyone has something on their minds that they 
want to check or talk about. 

He (Bhaiia) cumc. We had u nice chat. He and 
1. we're both Punjabis, so wc broke into PunjaN. 
We wca*. 1 suppposc. chatting when Mr Wisner 
(Frank Winner, the American amhat&aduDcame 
up... 

Q: The verNinn doing the rounds in Drihl has 
it Hut Khatlu was just loitering around with 
nothing to do when Wbner walked up to him 
to save him from embarrKsmenl... 

A: That' s not true. In tact, i f you want 1 can show 
you the video>u^ just now. 

Q: You have a tape? 

A: Yes'we have a tape. So Wisner came up and 
we got joint phoiographc taken. Then Wisner 
told me, if you don't mind, 1 want a word with 
(he minister. I said sure, go ahead. So he took Mr 
Bhatia aside. 

Before thi.s hat^ned. Mr Bhatia himself tokt 
me that he's come for jus( a few minutes because 
he's got an important inis.^i<m. He was to go 
back to (be PM*s house and then, he was logo to 
Bombay for soOKthing. And at» soon a.s he was 
through with Wisner. he came back to me and we 
wulki^ together to the car. 

Q: You nw bim off? 

Ai Of course. I walked him to the car I (hanked 



I 





vn to the minister" 



“They (the 

Indian 
foreign 
ministry) 
can leak 
whatever 
they want to. 
We're used 
to this kind 
of thing. I've 
been here 
for the last 
two-and-a- 
half years. 
We've faced 
this kind of 
hostility 
before" 
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Q: There h another accouni of how you met 
forelKH secretary Salman HaMerand he... 

A: No. As a result of this siory. because it 
such a mischievous pietv, idem hers otibe Rujyu 
Sabha were very upset. 1bey must have rewl the 
articie and tell agildicd, 1 can lully understand 
why. So I suppose in view of wluit was said in 
Pariiameni. the Indian lorcign secretary TelK^li* 
ged tocall me and point out whal he called 'proto¬ 
col lapses*. 

Of course. I was very clear that no disre.spect 
was meant towards the dtsting:uishcd guest, as he 
himself has conceded on the fltior of the House. 

Q: When .Salman Haider talked about proto¬ 
col lapses, what did he have In mind? 

A: He said ihete were no chairs. Now. this was a 
garden party, and I ihoughi that there were so 
many people, U may not be p«)ssible lo seat all of 
them. 

The main thing is, I received him with the res* 
pect and the dignity that he deserved and that we 
went through the notional anthem. That is the 
focus of the function because everybody stands 
at aneni ion and the spot I ighi i s onihc eni ry of the 
guest. 


him for his presence. He invited me to come to 
Amritsar for a function hosted by some Rotari* 
ans where he whs the chief guest. He was expect¬ 
ing a Pakistani singer called Iqbal Bano. So I 
thanked him. I said it may be difficult for me. We 
shook hands and he drove out. 

The interesting thing is, among those 1,600 
people, there were at least 160 journalists. You 
must see the reports of those who were there at 
the reception. Not one of them says there were 
any (protocol) lapses (sA^nv.r dippings), 

Q; Then where did the story about Bhatia 
being slighted start? 

A: llie story started on 28 or 29 March (shows 
clipfungl lliese are all the other reports which 
appeared oc 24 and 25 March. Then you have 
thin outMonding story. 

The best part ofthesiory is (hat this gentle¬ 
man wasn't even there, 1 don't want lo commeru 
on who briefed him. We know about it. But he 
Wiisft’t there. 

The problem is, Mr Bhatia is on record as hav¬ 
ing sud on the flour of the House that he was not 
misireated or insulicd. that he was shown due 
courtesy. 


"When 
Salman 
Haider talked 
about 
protocol 
lapses, all he 
said was that 
there were no 
chairs. But 
then, it was 
not possible 
to seat all the 
guests" 
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Q: Apparently, the Indian nationaJ anthem 
was played so softly that no one even heard It 
A: You can hear The rape...ki*s possible Thai it 
was a bad tape, so the reproduction may have 
been poor. (Kirs was equally. 

Q: Bui it Is said lhat the volume was turned on 
when the Pakistani national anthem was 
played. 

A; I don't think so, Frankly, these are very petty 
matters, Bui [ corKcde th;ii it was not a tape. 

Rut that was not meant to show any disres¬ 
pect. Pleusc try und understand. We don't expect 
|)Ci'p]e to gel to that kind of level. 

So when Haider pointed this out lu me. I said. 
*1 c»nnoi accept your contention. But I'm oblig¬ 
ed ID convey it to Klumabud. I will reject n here 
and t hey will reject it in I si uniabud. I don‘t under 
stand the basis of your pnaesi.' 

Q; The pnilesi was only about lack r>f chain? 
A: Ahsoluiely. Nothing else. Haider didn't say 
anything abotu ihe prvsciwc of any particular per¬ 
sons, he did not lalk aboul ths' press.. 

For instance, there was no press ciwifercnce. 
Vhcrc were several Indian journalists present — 

I hey were the ones who surrounded them (the 
Mumyat leaders I. I didn't ttivitc the television 
ei’cws. In tact. I'm sorry to say that some of them 
gatccrushed. 

I wan l to c m ph a N i sc t hat there was no quest ion 
ot show i ng any disrespect i o the ini n i sicr. 1 perx^ 
n a 11 y hav c great a*g ard for hmi. 1 won' t he wrong 
in saying that from our piani of view, he's the 
niosi popularminister. 1 can't say inoa'i hunt hat. 

Q: U was-more an error of omksiim than com¬ 
mission. I'hc wamilh with which you mel the 
Hurriyal leaders and the short lime that the 
minister wa.s there... 

A: Please, try and understand. 1 can't force the 
minister to stay. He was gracious enough to idl 
rnc that he would be there (or a few minutes 
because he had an important.misston and 1 fully 
understood that. That's it. 

I received him in a fonnaJ niannei. That’s the 
way chief guests arc received everywhere. 

Yesterday, t was at the Bangladesh National 
Day function. The litdian vice-president was the 
chief guest. I don't think he sat anywhere — he 
moved around in the crowd. 

Every ambassador I have rtet — and I have 
met 60-7U of them—Is amazed at this version of 
the events. 

i)x The other version Is Hut when we celebrat¬ 
ed Republic Day, the higheet representation 
of the Pakistani govennncnl at that function 
was equivalent of a joint secretary.^ 

AiTTkat is not true either, because the chief guest 
was Mr Syed Zaffar All Shah, the deputy spea¬ 
ker of (he National Assembly. In order of prece¬ 
dence. he is above Cabinet mini.sten. 


"The problem 
is, Mr R.L. 
Bhatia is on 
record as 
having said 
on the floor of 
the House 
that he was 
not 

mistreated or 
insulted, that 
he was shown 
due courtesy" 


Q: You have »kl that you know who briefed 
the journalist who put out the ^tory aboul 
Bhatia. Obviously you arc referring to the 
foreign ministry. ^Vhen you met the foreign 
secretary, did you raise the issue? 

A: I think [ meniicmed it to h i m. Rut [ don' ( wan I 
lu talk oNhH H. 

Q: Why rtoi? If they're leaking stories about 
you, why isn't it fair to talk about It? 

A: They can leak whatever they want to. I must 
tell you very frankly: wc'rc used to this kind of 
thing. I've been here tor die last two-and-a-half 
years. Wc'vc faced this kind of host) lily before. 

Q: You have been here as the hl^ commissio¬ 
ner for nearly Iwo-and-a-half years. When 
you came hare, the Indian government gave 
you a red carpet welcome. But after lhat there 
have been a chain of events which have not 
really been conducive to good diplomatic 
rclatioru. 

A: If I was responsible for even one of these 
dungs (chain of events). I con assure you my 
government would not allow me to remain here 
for Rve minutes. There is no room for mistakes 




in Delhi for the Pakisioni high commiuioner. I 
suppose that uppliesttsyour man in Klamabadas 
well. Wc'jv high cummissioners. We svork on a 
very tight brief*. So t can'l see how i eoulU be bla* 
medfor anything. 

It* s true that I arri ved at a time when our rela* 
linns were on u downhill. I was put through a tun* 
ncl of fire a month after my arrival. 

Q: Whal happened? 

A: U WU.S just had luck. A roundel talks un Siach* 
cn fai led. Tsvu Pakisuini businessmen were niur* 
dered in Punjab- The fall-out of the Babri Nfasjid 
incident. So I can't say that Tm responsible for 
the events. 

Q: You provoke a lot of personal hoslilMy. 
Why do y4»u think there is so much animus? 
A: Y(M have outstanding people. 1 .say this 
because \ believe in this, I say this a.s a pruf^sio- 
nal. Tm not saying it because I'm a dir^imai. 

Q: rhen why do you provoke so much host!* 
illy? The general view in the foreign office ii 
ihul not only are you smart, but you're aim 
convlnclrfft... 

A: 1 LUut't know ab<xii that. I do my bcM. 


"Some 
statements 
that have 
generated 
controversies 
are not mine. 
They were 
issued by the 
high 

commission. I 
don't see 
every 

sentence that 
is written" 


Q: But in your dme, the IrriUnts have been of 
iucb a sm^l and petty nature... 

A: ThU is il. Now look at this: you cart only call 
it ‘kisso kufsi ka If they had niised some other 
issues perhaps. I can't say I would have been on a 
weaker wicket, bul the issues would have been 
more subsianiive. 

Q: Let me give you the arguments Indians 
give i^KMt you. When It comas to our doma- 
tk affairs* you are not only frank, you are 
sometimes offetkslve. You accused L.K. Adva- 
ni ^ Indulging In wiirhcnfl. You said vary 
unpleasant thinp about Sharad Pawar. 

A: Those are not my statements. They are issued 
by the high commission. 

Q: Are the two different? 

A: No. Tm ruH saying they’re different. I don’t 
see every sentence dtat is written. Of course, the 
ultimate responsibility is mine. 

Q: Then you have the option of withdrawing 
them If they are offensive. 1 mean, you can't 
say the fonner defence minister of India has 
links with the Bombay underworld. 

A: Bui these people you are referring to had 
attacked Pakistan within hours of the event 
without any basis, without any evidence. 

Q: Bul lo say the man himself had under¬ 
world links? He's not saying Benazir Bhutto 
had finks with Dawood Ibrahim. 

A: Thai wsn not my statement, 

Q: Whose statement was II? 

At That wa^ a statement issued from fsidmabad. 
We circulated it here, okay, because it is our Job 
to inform people, 

Q: But you said earlier that the high commis¬ 
sioner's Job is to improve relations. To accuse 
the chief mlulsler of India's most prosperous 
state of being In league with the underworld Is 
not the way of Improving Indo-Pak relations. 
A: I have said this earlier. I did not make that 
statement. 

Q: You could have told the foreign ministry, 
you could have ebrified... 

A: High commissioners are in the Held. Lots of 
Nlatcment.t are i$.svied in Islamabad. 

Q: Arc you saying that u hat Islamabad Is say¬ 
ing is not quite what you're saying? 

At No. I (Im'i want to suy that. How can I be in 
disagreement with my awn government? They 
issued a vuncmeni. In their wisdom, they decid¬ 
ed it was a siaiemeni. Well... 

Q: That doesn't make your job any easier. 
You are left carrying the can for a sbtement 
you don't really believe in. 
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A: It doesn’t milter. Buiiidoesn'imeanlamdis- 
.socitfing myMlf my government. Rease 
don't misundersund me on that score. Govern* 
mcnes don't make statements sloppily. Maybe, 
(he odd wurd here or (here but. by and large, ihey 
are careful about what they say. 

Q: ThM*s what the Rajya Sabha muat have 
been saying when they stopped Just short of 
passing a resolution for your recall. Bhatia 
saved you from a sticky situatloa Had he said 
he was Insulted, you would have been to 
trouble. 

A: If he had (hat. I would 

have apologised to him. Without he^ita* 
tion. [ would have gone to him and said. 'I'm 
sorry* Magur humori mi mein aur unke 
mi mein, koi ai»i guMakhi nahin Hui (But in his 
view and in ours, (here was no 
misunderstanding). 

Q: There Is a suggestion Ihnt you inteKere In 
India's Internal affairs. Your mission ffew the 
Bag at half mast when the Bahrt MasJId was 
demolished. 

A; I don't think so. Not to my knowledge. 

Q: The ISI Is also reported to have stepped up 
Its activities in India during your tenure. 

A: I don't ihwik sty. I'm nm jware of these activi* 
licK. My Job h very elev. I have a parameter. I 
remain in those parameters. I don't violate any 
rules and your government has never accused 
me of any infringement. Thts is the Tirst time (hat 
I was called hy the Ibreign secretary. 


Q: You were here during troubled times. Two 
incMenLs— (he Bab'rl MasJId demolltlort artd 
the Bombay bomb blasts — took place during 
y(»ur tenure. How do you feel? 

A: Yeh pumni baaten hain. I don't want to say 
anything. 

Q; Can we move to Kashmir? What do you 
want to achieve in Kashmir? 

A: The media have a very important role (o play. 
*f>eichhei! uf length hu meetings with 
piurmilibtx -) 

Q: At your level, It must be difficult for you to 
decide what is an internal issue and what Is an 
eviemal one. When Bal Thackeray says there 
are Pakistanis who have overstayed their 
visas or ere illegally in Maharashtra, k it an 
Internal Issue of the Government of India or 
does it concern the Government of Pakistan 
as well? 

A; I have »een„.l really don'i know. .1 mean wc 
know when to say ihingx. Wc are trained people. 
Vm not a probationer :iny more t kwm 
cxucily...it (here is anything impinging on our 
interc«t4. of course I will something. 



"Initially, I 
was put 
through a 
tunnel of fire. 
A round of 
talks on 
Siachen 
failed. The 
fall'out of the 
Babri Masjid 
incident. I 
can't say that 
I'm 

responsible 
for the events" 


Qt So would Bal Thackeray's statement be 
worthy of comment ? 

A: Well. I have seen the stutcmcni but I won't 
comment on it. 

Q: You don't believe there are any Pakistani 
Id India living illegally? 

A: Please sec your own statement in Parliament. 

Q: I krtow about the statement but please 
answer the question: do you believe there are 
any Pakistanis living illegally In India? 

A: According (O your statement there arc 2.847 
Pakistanis whoare mis.sing in India. 

Q: That Is people who got visas and over* 
stayed. What about pe pie who are here 
Ulegally? 

A: Your government haj; never brought to CHir 
notice that there are illegal Pakistanis in India. 

Q: And you haven't noticed on your own. 

A: No Pakiuani ha« appmarhi^d rrtc and said 
he's here illegally. 

Q: So k it fair to say you are not concerned 
about Bal Thackeray's statement because 
there are no Pakistanis living Illegally In 
India? 

A: I dtKi'i know. I wouldn't want to comment on 
what Mr Bal Thackeray has said. • 


•UNDAfV 


39 






lUo lovemmeni by the Upper Hou^e. 

Shah's resolution wanted the Rajya 
5ahha u> ensure that the police and Iceal 




NUMBERS 


GAME 


Still 28 members short of a simple majority, 
the Congress is looking for Opposition 
support in the Rajya Sabha to pass important 

Bills 


afternoons are usually 
the lime Id relax for Members 
of Parliament. From 2.30 to 


5.0()pm. both Houses discuss 'machinery of the country would be 


private members' resolutions | revamped to safeguard the dignity of 


and Bills — the only time when MPs 
who are not ministers get to pilot a Bill 
or table a resululion. There is rarely any 
controversy or heated debates — if the 
resolution or the Bill is constructive, it is 
adopted by the House. If not. the MP is 
persuaded to withdraw it. After which, 
everyone gtxs home to enjoy the 
weekend. 

This was more or less the routine in 
the Lok Sabha on Friday. 24 March. Bui 
there was a crisis in the Rajyu Sabha. 
Quorum bells began ringing, and Union 
minister Margaret Alva, who looks after 
parliamentary management, was seen 
pleading with Congress 
Rajya Sabha MPs, who 
were relaxing in the Cen¬ 
tral Hall of Parliament, to 
go to the Upper House 
immediately. 

But whai was the 
urgency all about? Why 
was Margaret Alva so per¬ 
turbed? Appar^lly. a 
resolution moved by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) member, Viren J. 

Shah, was being put to 
vote And If this wa.s pas¬ 
sed. it would amount to a 
censure of the Narasimha 


women. What's more, Che resolution if 
pa.sMxl would have made it mandaiocy 
for the govemmeni lo rinixh investiga¬ 
tion of every case atrocity against 
women in six months* time. Union mini- 
slerof slate for hom e P M. Sayced assur¬ 
ed the BJP member that the govemmeni 
had accepted ihc resolution in spirit, but 
Viren Shah wanted it lo be pass^ by the 
Upper House. 

And that's when the Congress press¬ 
ed the panic button. In the Lok Sabha, of 
course, the ruling pany would have had 
no problems in defeating the resduiion. 
Butit wasn't so sure in the Rajya 
Sabha, where Jie 
Congress is 28 members 
short of a simple majo¬ 
rity. And 24 Mar^. 
only 13 memberv of the 
ruling party were present 
in the Upper House. 
Mohammad Yunus was 
summoned, but he said 
he was ill. Pranab Muk- 
hajee. who was at home, 
was aaked to report at 
once. And Margaret Alva 
personally pleaded with 
M.L. Foteditf. a Congress 
dissident. HI hail out the 
party. 'Anything for you 


With just 91 members in 


Margaret,' Foiedar replied un Ih: hM oil 
for (he Rajya S uhtu t roin Ccut ra I Hall k> 
participate in the voting. 

Finally, ol ci>urtc. Viren .Shah was 
persuad^ to amend the resolution, but ir 
was still put to vole. What is signilicani 
is that though (he Congress vcved again¬ 
st it. the resolution was pas,sed. 


T his is the second lime that the ruling 
Congress has had to accept defeat in 
the Upper House. Earlier in this session, 
the law amending the Patents Bill had to 
be deferred because the Opposition 
threatened to vote against it, if it was nut 
consulted on the issue. 'Consuliaiion is 
going to be the byword for us for the rest 
of the government’s term," said Marga¬ 
ret Alva, admitting. 'Either we consult, 
or we lose.'' 

There is no doubt that Narasimha 
Rao's party is in serious trouble in the 
Rajya Sabha. I n a Hrnj.'iC of243. the C'on- 
grcs&fl) huv just VI menihers. Thus, 
even ifall its memberx turn out. which is 
a rare happening, the purty is still 28 
short of a simple majoriiv 
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per House, the Congress is in deep troubie 


fre^s faces an ur^certiin siiualion \n ibe 
Rajya Sabha 

Just how serious the problem is can be 
gauged from dw following, At limes 
when both the chairman and the deputy 
chairman art unavaiiable to conduct the 
proceedings of the House, a vice* 
chairman, chosen from among the mem* 
bers of the Upper House, is entrused the 
job. Today, tht Congress is in a dilemma 
as to whether it should bid for that post 
because if elected, that member will lose 
the right to vote. A single vote has beco¬ 
me very imporaiani for the ruling party. 

Congress floor managers say that 
more trouble is in store for the party in 
the coming months. Though the Upper 
House has do veto powers on financial 
Bills, other imponani Bills will be com¬ 
ing up for discuss!on in the Rajya Sabha 
—the amended patents law hu lobe pas¬ 
sed in order to gain membership of the 
World Trade Organisation. The Bill 
amending the Tenrorisi and Disruptive 
Activities (Prevention) Acl (TADA) 
will also he debated in the Upper House. 
And the Opposition ha> made it clear 
that its support cannot be taken for 
granted. 


The decimation of the Congress in the 
Assembly elections has only added to its 
woes in ihe Rajya Sabha. One-ihird of 
the members of the Upper House retire 
every two years and rtew members are 
elected by an electoral college compris¬ 
ing Slate As^mblies. The Congress has 
been all but wiped out in Andhra 
Pradesh. Karnataka. Gujarat and Bihar. 
The party is practically non-exisiem in 
Uttar Pradesh. All this means that the 
Congress' strength in the Rajya Sabha 
w i ll go down further i n 1996. when elec- 
lions arc due in the Upper House 


In (he Upper House, the Congressopc- 
rales on on effect ivc strength of 85 mem • 
bers on niosi occasions. At least five 
MPs are extremely ill. In addition. A.K. 
Antony has rosigned from Ihe Rajya 
Sabha. There arc two vacancies from 
Kerala and four vacancies tor nominat¬ 
ed numbers. The AIADMK. once a 
staunch ally of the Ctmgrcss, can no lon¬ 
ger he counted oo for support — someti¬ 
mes its members voic in favour of the 
government, but on most 
occasions, they are «d>s- 
ent fixnn the Houae. The 
ruling party has been wor¬ 
king on the group of 13 
Independent MPs vompn- 
smg the likes of P. 

Upeiidra and Renuka 
Chaudhary. But out of 
this, at least six arc com¬ 
mitted to the Opposition. ■ 

Floor management becomes even 
more difficult because II mmisicrx of 
(he ruling party belong to the Rajya 
Sithhu. This means they will come to 
vole only if there is a whip, but usually 


they are not present in the House. 

The Congress' problems have been 
con^KMjnded by the suspension of two 
of its RajyaSabha memb^from the par¬ 
ly — M.L. Fotedar and K.N. Singh. 
Both are not obliged to obey (he party 
whip. It is another matter that they often 
rush to (he aid of the Congress. 




I tiroes, even the Oppposiiion helps 
I Ihe Congress in ihe Rajya 


Narasimha Rao's party can count on the 
support of Mulayam Singh Yadav's SJP 
and the Janata Oal when it comes to 
opposing a BJP resolution. But on the 
whole, the Congress faces uncertain 
times in the Rajya Sabha 


Sabha. When il comes to defeating reso¬ 
lutions moved by the BJP. ihe Congress 
can count on the Mjppon of Mulayam 
Singh Yadav's Samajwadi Party and Ihc 
Janata Oal. But on (he whole, the Con- 


Given Ibis H.'enario. Narasimha Rao's 
parliarnentary affairs team — compris¬ 
ing V.C. Shukla. Margaret Alva, 
Malang Singh and Mukul 
WaNnik — is trying to 
build bridges with Ihe 
Op^iiion parties. And 
since, it will not be pos.si* 
hie to pass any Bill m (he 
Rajyu 5vahha without con¬ 
sultation and consensus, 
there will be greater 
emphasis on flwr mana¬ 
gement outside the 

House. 

That, it seems, is ihe only hope for the 
CongressindicRajyaSaMia. • 
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PROH 


Trust, not 
guts 


Why isArjun Singh's revolt failing? 


W hen A^uft Singh if> in an introspective 
mood, he might well brood over whai a 
funny hu>ine<$ politics is. For two years 
now. his fnends have been Idling him 
that he lacks gutv 

They said that he should have made a siand ai Surajkund 
instead of leaving the dissent lo K.N. Singh. Sheila Dixit 
and Nat war Singh. They argued that he mis&ed the opportu¬ 
nity of a lifetime by not resigning after the demolition of 






Th^ problem 
wat never 
wKhArJtin * 

SIngh'e 
courage. It 
waewMihle 
character. Hie 
problem le 
that nobody 
truete him. 

Nobody le 
willing to gamble Me future on an 
Af|un SlnghHed revolt 


the Babfi Masjid, And they insisted that by keeping t(uiei 
he was acquiescing in the rise to omnipotence of Narasim- 
ha Rao, 

Finally, the ever-cautious Aijun Singh listened to his 
friends. J usi when i t seemed that Narasimha Rao was at hi s 
lowest et^. he struck. 

Superficially at least, it was the right ume. The Con- 
gress had been humiliated in the Priiw Minister's home 
s late of Andhra. It had been dri ven from office in Karnata¬ 
ka. It was poised to lose nearly all of (he states that were 
going to tte polU in the next round. A sugar scandal had 
erupted. There were suggestions that Soma Gsidhi wgs 
less than delighted by the govcmmeni's handling of the 
enquiries into her husband's assassination. And an Atjun 
Singh loyalist (Digvijay Singh) was the only Congress 


chief minister In the beaitland (excluding Punjab and 
Haryana). 

So. A^un Singh struck. He framed his letter of resigna* 
lion in the form of a charge-^ieci and declared that be 
could not be part of tfgovemmeni i hat was I eading the Con • 
gnessiodiuster. 

Triumphantly, he wailed for the wave that would unseal 
Naraftim^ Rao. 

it never came. 

WHAT WENT wrong? li couldn't he that Singh misread 
the signals. The Congress was and is in trouble. Since 
Singh's exit, the party has lost Mahara^ira for the first 
time in its history. It has been wiped out in (he crucial cow¬ 
bell state of Bihar. It has been defeated in Gujarat where it 
was pan of a coalition government Only in Onssa has it 
done well—and even Narasimha Rao docs not take credit 
for that victory. 

Moreover, few will deny the validity of many of ihc 
isMKk that Singh ha» raised. The Congress has lost the sup¬ 
port of backwards and Muslim^ as the recent Assembly 
results prove. Given the destruction of its traditional sup¬ 
port baMs and the prevailing anli-incumbency trend, it 
will probably lose the next parliamentary election. 

Nor has Narasimha Rao altered his style of functioning. 
Despite being warned that the hcmflc misuse of TADA 
would cost iIk Congress heavily in Maharashtra he refus¬ 
ed to consider any amendments. No atiempi has been 
made to broaden the Congress' base or to. at leasi. remove 
(he grievances of its supporters. 

Artd yet, Rao reigns supreme. While Arjun Singh huffs 
and pun's inefTcciually from the sidelines. 


THERE ARE those in the Aryan Singh camp who argue 
(hat it IS too soon to write their leader off. They may he 
right. In today's politics, anything can happen. Nurasinihu 
Rjiocould well be in trouble by the summer a.s Ci>ngrcssm- 
en recognise (hat their pany faces defeat at (he next polls. 
There may even be a split and if N.D. Tiwan sides with 
Atyun Singh, (hen a large chunk of the DP Congress will 
leave Narasimha Rao's party. 

But even so. that doesn't answer the big question. Why 
has Arjun Singh's revolt failed? He has finally demonstrat¬ 
ed guts and he has acted at what is obviously the right time. 

TIk only answer possible is this: the ^oblem was never 
with Aijun Singh’s courage. It was with his character. 

His problem is that nobody trusts him. Nobody is wiU- 
mg (o gamble his future on an Arjun Singh-led revolt for 
fear (hat he might end up a panicipant in a Churhat-siy le lot¬ 
tery. Even Digvijay Singh—an A ijun S ingh creation—is 
UQ willing to submit a petition asldng for re vocation of 
Singh's expulsion f<^ fear that many of the 9U signatures 
might rum out to be forgeries. TIurs bow low Aijun 
Singh's credibility is. 

If he ever makes it to the top — and (hat prospect rece¬ 
des with each day ^ it will only be because the Congress 
is desperate and any di.vcredited politico will do. 

As of now. however, il loolcs as though he made the 
right moves bin he was the wrong man to play the game. • 
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ndoTlCN I 

r range Ihm 


OVER THE 


hahna/ Husain thWN mH 
lixA like vHDchiidy who 
has been in the bcauly and 
gAioming business for the 
last 25 years. Her entire 
wardrobe seems to consist of Uiud and 
rtumsily •designed kaftans. And her pen* 
;Kant for gold and diairamd jewellery 
inakes her Uaik as though she has just 
:merged from Ali Buba'seaw. Kven her 
oenvily-hennaed hair (with isvo streaks 
3f diamonds (hat she gut specially insed- 
:d in America) and her gigantic f^se eye* 
lashes give no indication that she uses 
ihe herbal and ayurvedic preparatiorw 
that she i s sel I ing acnxw the gk)^. 

And yet, Shahna/ Husain is a success 
story: single* handcdly. die has ci eated a 
lieauiy empire that stnJdIcs the etuth. 

In India, not only do 
leople have lo wail for at 
eusi two months for a 
Tce consultation for skm 
ind hair problems, she is 
il$o known to have work 
^ out a ^Mcial f«mula 
or a cleanser for former 
^me Minister Indira 
Gandhi to make 
(ivitch from Pi 
lerjffoduct^. 
las Princess 


With scores of naliunaJ and hilematio* 
nal awards for eicci knee in the fklds of 
beauty and cosmetology under her 
kaftan. Husain sells her piquets in such 
department stores as Sd fridges and Har- 
rods in London. Callerie lafayetl in 
Paris and over 200 cosmetics shops in 
the Gulf. She still continues to expnci 
cosmetics worth erwes to the former 
Yugoslavia and has a steady market for 
her specially-made pioducls in Iceland, 
Greece and the fonner Soviet Uninn. 

B ut it hasn’t been easy. Shahrur.. who 
comes from a conservative Muslim 
fainily. was made lo finish her schooling 
and promptly married off when she was 
15. She celebrated her 16th birthday 
with her one^monlh-okl daughter. "But 


then. my father, 
who was the Chid* iust> 
ce of the Allahabad High 
Court, suffered from 
major guilt pangs," 
remembers Shahna?.. ' He 
held himself responsible 
for getting me married 
off so early, so he insisted 
that I study further.'’ 

Thou^ herfothcr wan¬ 
ted her to 'become a 
lawyer, she was fuicinai* 
ed by the books on beauty 
that he had bought ftv 
her. and Shahna? decided 
that she wax going to 
become a beautician. Her 
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Shahnaz Husain's success leaves people 

gasping 
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task was made simpler because her huv 
hand was posted as the Slate Trading 
Ccvporaii^m's Middle Rast manager in 
Teheran and the place had branches fA 
famous cosmcinlogy schools like Hele¬ 
na Ruben stein, the l.ancofT«e School and 
theOirisline Valmy Sdiool where Sludi- 
na^ could study. 

Having Icamt all that the West had to 
offer in terms of chemical cosmetics, 
she returned to India with only one objec¬ 
tive: reject Ihe West and concentrale on 
the ayurvedic and herbal preparations of 
the Hast. She sel her first residciKC- 
cum-salun in [>elhl and worked for 14 
houTx a day seeing clienis. 

“In (be ^veniies. the concept of heau- 
ly did not eaisi in India.* she recalls. 


"In Ihe Seventies, the 
concept of beauty did not 
exist in India. Women 
were more interested in 
the co1our«and-cover 
concept of beauty, while 
what I was teaching them 
was Ihe €are*and<ure 
method" — Shabnaz 
Husain 


"Women were more intcrcsicd in the 
colour-and-covcr concept of beauty, 
while what I was leaching them was the 
care-and-curc method,* 

Nevertheless, Shuhna/, who had stori¬ 
ed the salon with a k»an of Rs 35,000 
from her father, was in no hurry. She g(K 
word-of-mouth publicity and soon she 
not only had a staff of two but also start¬ 
ed concentrat i ng on nuking her o w n pro¬ 
ducts. *I( Uaned with a single fare 
cream.* she says. "Rut a week later. I 
realised ihai I would need two creams 
one fnr a dry skin arvl another tor an oily 
one. So. I moved on to two creams and 
then (here was no eiKl lo what all I could 
come up with." 
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BUSINESS PROFILE 


A »iinpofianiw» the poMic relations highest ever in cosmetics t 
aspect In India, she used her yean at Sdfndgc^. And the next 


in 40 
day, 


father's ixtftiacts to become friends wiih 
Indira Gandhi. Armed with samples of 
her products, she also travelled abroad 
regularly and Ici'i her samples with beau¬ 
ty editors of publicari<ins like Vo^uf and 
Ct»sminkiUtiin. ‘fhey were ttiokI apolo* 
gclic initially,' says Shuhna?,. They tn 
ed tny pruducis, liked them hut cuuki rut 
wrile aNuil them since they wen* imm 
available there. " 

But Shahm/ wasjusi hiding her Unw. 
She had started caponing to the Middle 
Rasi and had even made it to the Oui*i' 
nexs oj Wntlti Hfconlx for selling 
Cosmelics wonJi Rs 37 lakh in three 
weeks in Kuwait, But it wjs (daces like 
London and Paris wlica' she wanted to 
be. 

And the opportunity for this caiiK' 
most urK'kpivicJIy. 

TIh: Hesiival of India was being held 
in lAUidon in I9K2. and Sluihna/ got a 
call from liuhra (iaiKJlii who wanted to 
kiM>w why she was rHii taking her pro> 
duels li> the I estival. "1 toki her that there 
was no response frtHii tiKTc, tlic stiwes 
didn't want toloueh anything which was 
herbal," uys Shahna/, 

But Mrs (iandhi convimwl her lhat 
since it was a govcmnK*m sIhiw. sIic 
could exhibit her products and tell the 
people what herbal cosnwiics were all 
about. A special spticc was created for 
Shahna? in the jewellery coon ter, and 
two days later. Shalt^a^ was in UiiMhai 
addressing a press conference at the upe 
ning of the festival. 

There was a clairnwr for her products, 
whipped up both by their quality and by 
her undeniable flair lor publicity. She 
Krinhardcd ru.*wspapcrs and telcvisitm 
eliannels with what she said were the 
beauty secrets ol the Hast. 

Despite the publicity blit/, the 'Only 
I'or Display' board was still stuck outsi* 
de her counter. "Soon. Ihc auThoritks 
realised the riN)lishncss of not letting me 
sell and they reversed their dcci.sion." 
says ShahruL/. 

Ar>d then, she had her fir^t pntbkm: 
she liad no stiK'ks. 1'aking permis.sion 
from the Indian govemmeni to export 
cosmetics was going lo take weeks. So. 
she asked her secretary to fly down the 
next day with as much stuff as was 
ready. She paid a huge anKiuni for 
excess baggage, but she succeeded in 
making a point. At an uppRiximatc price 
of 2 poundi and 99 pence per product. 
Shuhna/ quruged sales of 27.000 
pound* in six hours a record for the 
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when Mrs Gandhi came to tlv sicr^ 
there wa.s nothing left even to display. 

ITicrc was r>o looking buck. The mana- 
genK'ni ai Scifridges warited her to start 
sales the next day. but Shahna/ didn"i 
even have an agent. .Sdfridges provided 
her with one as a stopgap arrangement. 
Today, she has a separate counter in the 
deparunent store which sells over MM 
pounds worth of products a day on week¬ 
days and uver .SQO pounds on Saturdays. 

These department sUkcs have sonK 
kind of a consodium," says Shahna/. "Jf 
one accepts you. so do the rest.” IV 
next in line U) have a stall of Sliahnu/'s 
priHliH’ts was llamaK where again she 
matle vMne kind of a record by notch! r>g 
up sales worth KMKK) |iouods in om' 

lIKKlth 

T k' brcnch market, however, was not 
ihat easy. To get a permanent ciHiliter 
at the prestigious flallcrK liilayctle. 
Shaliiia/ needed to have sales worth 
340,IHM) francs (Rs 13 lakhl iii one 
rrHKitb. It wa?. the biggest lest, as Hrance 
IS a very preMigious market. And thR*c 
days before the deadline, she realised 
that she was falling short of the target by 
40.(100 francs 

Shahna/ then did Munethiiig ihai she 
still laughs about. She got her secretary 
to fly to Pans, this iioK* with six Kashmi¬ 
ri carpels. IV next day. she announced 
(hat she would oficr a free carpet lu any- 
Uidy who purchased products worth 
20.1 KKl francs. 1'hc offer was a scll-tiut 
and she ovcpihol the target by hO.OfX) 
francs. 

The best part was that I fooled the 
duthoriiks." iauglis Shahna/. "In Fran¬ 
ce. such free offers can be made only 

SiMiMa with Borhan CarttaaB: tiiu 




after taking permission from the aulhuri- 
lies. But I had no time for that, so I weni 
ahead with the olTei and when ihe offit i- 
als came to me. 1 told them widi a 
straight face that I didn't know about the 
rules." 

lhat expcncncc (aught Shaliiia/ 
Hu^in (hat when it amies U) (he snob¬ 
bish l*'rcnch market, chut/poh always 
pays off. She is due back iri France in the 
middle of April 1995. and (hough she 
now has all the pcrmiitsions from the 
authorilles, she says: "I am going u» fol¬ 
low the same marketing (cchniquc.s. 
This time. 1 am going with loads of smalt 
gifts which I am going to give free for 
purchases worth a certai n amou ni.' 

Shahna/ also has some other tricks up 
her voluminous sleeve fiv the French. 











She K canying hundreds of kajah with 
her which she is going to use to cnaricci 
her products. “I'm going to sit in the 
lobby of the hotel and use the kajaf on 
any woman who comes to the hotel. Not 
only will they know how good the pro* 
duct is when I use it on then, but t am 
also going to convince them to huy it 
since (hey have used it and it won i he 
hygienic louse it on anyone clsc.“ says 
Sh^na?.. 

B ut at a rrtore serious level. Shahna^ 
has a more effective way of markci- 
ir>g herself. She has used the last two 
years — which is the time it took her 
agent to get over IS clearance tests fmm 
various government autNnibes before 
she could sell her poxlucts in France — 
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Oddly enough, her 
somewhat 

larger-than-life persona 
Is an asset abro^. The 
intemationai beauty 
business Is full oi 
‘characters’and 
Shahnaz’s over-the-top 
kaftans and jewellery 
make her a memorable 
figure among 
department-store buyers 


in getting her hook, Sha/tnaz Huuiin’s 
Bfmty fiiHpk. and her ^omotioiul 
videos Lramlaled into French. She has 
also had a special team from the interna¬ 
tional media agency. Sygma, fly down 
to India to interview her and make video 
nirm< on her. These are going Xo be sup¬ 
plied to 40 publications all over France. 
Mi that (hey can time her interviews and 
profiler with the festival. 

“Wc can't afford to spend thousands 
of dollars for publicity and advertising." 
says Sludtnaz. “So. we have to rely on 
su^ things to make uur presence felt." 

Oddly enough, her somewhat largcr- 
ihan-llfe perM)nu. which causes the Indi¬ 
an elite to regard her with a degree of 
derision, is an asact abniad. Ttic intema- 
liunal beauty business is full of 
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BU&MESS PROPILC 



nes for mass productioa," 
Ij. i' saysShahnaz. 

I Eacb of these fonnalas 
is a stttet which is 
known only to Shahnaz 

and to her daughter N iU)u- 
fer, who handler the busi¬ 
ness in India. Says Shah¬ 
naz, "Many pec^le have 
asked me what i% going lo 
happen lo my business 
when 1 am no more. I am 
hopeful that Niloufer. 
wlw is a trained chemist, 
will takeover* 

Ycl. (he prohlem is 
that Shahna/. is higger 
than her pn^ucts. Kach 
package canies herphino- 
gnph and the show win¬ 
dows in depaninent sto- 
•dueU, res abri«d also huve life- 

•nU* size pciures, Pcrhai^. 

this IS why NMoufer has begun utlook 
like her mother in recent years, 

Bui the test of the company will come 
in (he pUNt-Shahna/ period. So Jar, it has 
been an entrepreneurial opcnition (but 
has nourished on the flair of <H>e larger- 
than-life character. Will ihc pnxJucIs 
^aithve her'’Thai is (he key question. • 


more time at her research A devckip- 
men( (R&D) centre near Delhi. *li is a 
lot uf gruelling wuri, I have a team of 
people who rc^ about ayurvedk pr^- 
rations in Sanskrit. These are then trans¬ 
lated into English and the ingredients 
broughllothcKADvcnire whcrcl wml 
in the laburaiory to perfect the combina 
tions. and then, (hiaearc serM to the facin' 


*chaivtef9‘ and Shah* 
naz's over-the-iop 
kaftans and jewellery 
make her a memorable 
figure among department* 
store buyers. For publici¬ 
ty purposes, her distinc¬ 
tive image ensures ihai 
features about her linger 
in public memory. 

But of course, the main 
reason for her success is 
her market savvy. TVhen 
I started doing so well ai 
Sel fridges I was quite baf- 
(led.* says Shahnaz. *So I 
asked my ageni the rea¬ 
son for my success and 
she told me something 
which made a lot of 
sense. According to her, 
when a person comes to 
pick up a Christian Dior 
cream and (hat is no! available, Khc will 
seltle fitf one by Lancomc or YSL. but 
when she comes to pick up a Shahna/ 
Herbal cream and that is not available, 
sbe has no choice but to wait because my 
product has no allemaiivc,* 

T o maintain the uniqueness of her pro¬ 
ducts. Shahnaz has started spending 


THE BUSINESS OF BEAUTY 


All you wBntBd to know about the Shahw Husain empire 



* Shaboaz Herbal has 17 ranges, 
each consisting of ten to 12 
products. One of ihe ranges is 
based on flower derivaUves 
(Flower Powet), another on 
vegetables <Veg Power) and soon. 
Altogether, there are over 350 
Shahnaz Herbal products. 

THEMARKEONG 


con^nny. Shahnaz. Husain refuses 
to sell through letaUers in India. 
Her products are availaUe only at 
Shahnaz Herbal outlets and ai (he 
Cottage lodustnes. 

ThU ruk. however, does not 
ealend abroad where her prothicts 
are available at such department 
stor es as H amxk in 1 oodMi and 
Gallerie Lafiyeti in Paris. Sixty 
per cent of Husain's exports are to 
(he Middlefast and she has 200 
cosmetics countm in Kuwait. 

Shahnaz Husain does no 
advertising for her products and 
relies on her press reUiiorts and 
word-of-moulh publicity for the 
marketing of her products. 

THE SALONS 


* Unustely for a cosmetics 


* The typical Shahnaz Herbal 


beauty salon will offer everything 
from hair care to skin care and will 
push the conqMny's products. 

The company has 510 franchise 
operations over India. It has 11 
s^ofis (two for men and nine for 
wonen) in Delhi. Besides these. 
Shahnaz Herbal also has five body 
shops all over the country. 

THE BUSINESS 

• The Shahnaz group of 
companies is unfonheuming about 
financial details. The flagship 
company, Shahnaz Herbal Private 
Limited, is Delhi-based qnd 
controls the salons and the 
franchises. 

Most of the money appears to 
come from exports. Husain suy.c 
she concentrates on that area these 
days and ex pects her export 
turnover (o cross the Rs I00<n)iv 
mark this year. In the first four 
months, hef turnover ha.t reached 
the Rs 75*crore mark. 
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HEARD IN NORTH BLOCK 




RAM (>€LUAH. ON THE PLANNING 
PROCESS, (N AN M^RVIEW 




■ Reverse gew 

A f\er publicly criHcising 
subiidUcd diesel. 
Maruli Udyog Limited’s 
(MUL*s)R.C. Bhargavais 
[banning a diesel car. Siuuki 
Motor ('orpnralKM, with a 
50 per ccfti stake in MU L, 
muiccs only petrol engines. 
And while MUl. had 75 per 
cent of the car market, this 
was mamly in the KUO cc 
.segment. The larger 
dicscLdKvcn cars, were 


prov i ng more al i rati i vc 
buys Having failed 1u 
provoke a public dchaie 
against diesel, Bhargavu has 
decided to follow (he trend. 

.Su7.uki has authorised 
MUL to look for a suitable 
engine. Peugeot artd 
Volkswagon ore leaders in 
this area, ar>d MUL will 
speak to them. What this 
means is that MUL has 
finally got over its 
mind‘block about diesel. 

Meanwhile, more is 
happening in the car 
hidusOy. UK's Rover group 
isliKiking beyond 
Bangalore's Sipani 
AuionH>bilcs U> nuke its KOO 
schcs of luxury cun as well 
as the Mini series. David 
Baines. Kiiver's business 
devciopincni manager was 
here, and confirmed talks 


with other parties. 

ThcB.K. Modi group, 
makers of Modi Xerox and 
Modi Olivetti, is among (he 


shon-lisJcd companies 
Rover is keen li> collaborate 

with. 


■ CutUnathe 
doth 

,R, Pendsc, chief 
conuiliing economist to 
the Industhal Dcvelopmeni 
Bank of India < I DBl) warned 
at a seminar in Madras, (hai 
developed nations disliking 
competition from low'wage, 
high'prodoctivity countries 
coukl choke iheir expod 
prospects in various ways. 
Kxponen in the south 
alr^y know this. 

ijsi month, an American 
customs team visited several 
exporiHxienied units in 
Madras. Hugequantiliesot 
texiiles arc held up ai ports in 
Los Angeles and New 
Oricans because US customs 
says thai die consignmcnis 
are powertoom products, in 
which quoU.s apply, while 
the Indian Textile 
Committee has ceni fled 
them as handUxun. 

In Los Angeles alone. 


four million square metres of 
textile are held up. while 
India's quota of powerlooiu 
fabric in category 218 i s 
20,996 mi 11 i on square 
metres. 

Exporters contend ihai 
authorities have temporarily 
permuted the consignments 
in the two US pons to be 
adju.vtcd againsi the 
powerliHwn quota for 1996. 

The catch, though, is that 
if the textiles indeed lum out 
to he powcrioom, there will 
be a lot of red faces. 

■ Permanant 
aettlMnont 

ijay Mallya has been 
made chairman of United 
Breweries Limited for life. 
Al the company’s 79ih 
annual gcnmil meeting, 
financial inslilutions like the 
Life Insurance Corporalitm 
and Unit Trust of Indiu. wiih 
five and 1.5 per cent of 
shareholdings respectively, 
opposed Ihe rw|uisitc 
resolution saying that it was 
bad in law, 

The resolution, thus, was 



put to vote. The votes In 
favour of mak i ng hi ni 
chainnan for life were 89.5 
per rent and those agai n.st. 
14.1 per cent, A few days 
hack, MaJIya got 
through an identical 
resolution passed by 
MclX) well's sharehuldcrrs. 
One dircci fallout of the 
resolution is that it enables 
Mallya to nominate three 
dircclorx of hix choice on the 
company's hoard.« 


EVENT OF THE WEEK 


India-made liquors find a place amonf* 
inlemational favourites 

/mput f tmrnui/u*nai^ a global liquor 
indu.stry publication, has ranked .some 
Indian bi^s among the world's top lOO 
brands. Bagpiper whisky, ranked 160i 
af>d with annual sales of .1.9 million 
cases, wm incredi bly ahead of such 
irUem^iofMl favourites o.^C'tiivikS 
Regal, Bailey *s and Je^uiny Walker Black label 

Other Indian brands to figure in fmpaa s computed list 
were Director's Special (.'12nd). Aristocrat (5.5pd). No. I 
McDowells brandy I50lh>. McDowells udiisky (66ih). 

Old Monk rum (72nd > and Dipkimai (92nd). 

Bacardi rum (20.2 million eases) was ranked first, and 
Smirnoff vodka, vecond. 
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revolution 



Pagers, E-mail, cellular phones — 
communication will never he the same 

again 

I f you took a ckMC look al your newspaper 
this morning, chances arc you would have 
seen at least three — if not more — items 
relating to the telecommunication industry. 

To say things are moving in this hot, new sec¬ 
tor is an understatement. Gone arc the days when 
you had to wait for years for a new phone conncc- 
lion. If the new telecommunication policy (xee 
accompanying story) is anything to goby, a telepho¬ 
ne connection will be yours for the asking in ano¬ 
ther two years. By then, pagers will be passe. 
Electjxmic mail (E-mail) will no longer be the exclu¬ 
sive fHeserve of computer freaks. Fax machines 
will have flooded the market. And cellular phones 
will be the order of the day—not a silly little status 
symbol that assorted yuppies die for. 

Other changes will have also taken place. 
Rotary dial telephone will have become museum 
pieces as instruments become more and more 
sophisticated with such features as hands-free dial¬ 
ling, speaker phones and automatic redial 
facilities. The subscriber trunk dialling (STD) 
facility will have linked more places than ever 
before in the country. In rural areas, every village 
will have a telcf^ne. In urban areas, there will be a 
public call box (that actually works) for every 500 









SUNDAY SPECIAL 
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Beep, beep: who’s there? 

Pagers are the new in*thing with professionals 

E mineni cardiac surgeon Naresh Trehan never leaves home wiihoui iL 
Nor do s hoM of other <k>cton and professionals who have to 
accessible al all times. The launch of radio paging services eviy this year 
has already md with an enthasiasik response with indusoy experts 
pccdkiing that in the next few years (he maritei fur pagers could cross ihe 
Rs 1.000 ertn market. 

A pager isa wiitlev;one way message receiver which allows the user to 
be in constinl touch. This hand-held device allows suhsenbers (o receive 
messages firm anyone with access (o a telephone in (he form ofa beep, a 
numeral or even a brieny-worded teu (depending on whether tV pager is 
numeric or alpha-numcnc). 

Sulscribers have a paging number assigned eiclusivtly lo (hem by ihe 
region's network operKorTo get a messageacrossall you need to do is dial 

that number friHn any 
telephone and either 
speak oul or beep « 
message . Using an 
elabonrie set-up of 
compulen>cd 
(nnsmnters. the 
message is picked up by 
the pager in a maiter of 
seconds. 

As thi ngs stand, the 
depart meM of 
telecommunications 
has issued licem^i (o 
various private sector 
companies to operate paging services rn 27 cities. Of these. Chandigarh 
is Brst ofT (he mark with its puMic paging system being kkked off on 
18 March this year. 



Numertc pagers (Rs 5.000toRs6.000).alpha-miineric pagers (Rs 
U.000 to R$ 12.000). 

Mfc Rs 1 SO for moodily service divge. fixed by the dcpwimeni 
of telecommunications. 


India Telecomp Ltd (A Sanjay Ddmia company). 

' Mobile ConumiAicalions (cpf R.P. GocdIui group), Hiocfainaon Max. Aryt 
Cmnmunicatioos (a Motorola compny). Modi Tdecom, ABC 
Cocnrmmicatkms. Evycall ComoiuakatioiK, Telcsyslentt India yid 
DhartiTekeom. 


: Owaprst and mou reliable one-way eonHDunkation system 
in the market today. Ahhougb its priaiary use k to get a message ^roas 
fast, it has other potential uses; getting acroos share maritaiaformaikin or 
cricket scores, for instance. 


lagers allow for only otto-^tmy coamiunicadoo. 
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"ft's just amazlret" says 
an Sn>-ISD oper^ in 
Delhi. "You just cant 
imagine how many 
people want to call up 
these days" 


people 

Welcome (o the age uf (elcconununi- 
cations, an age when ihe finance mini¬ 
ster's Budget speech is broadcast live 
and as soon as it's over, newspaper offi¬ 
ces are flooded with comments firm 
industry leaders over the fax. 

An ^e when students and research 
scholars can access databases on their 
pcnonal computers lo reach out (o a 
whole library of information that would 
have otherwise been denied to ihem. 

An age what you no longer will have 
lo fret and fume as you idk away your 
time stuck in a iraffic jam in the backscal 
of a cab. Now, with mobile telephones, 
you could make more productive use of 
I your time as you reschedule your 
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ijppcrintmcms. 

An jgc when ihxutrs need no longer 
be oil icnicrhookv onev Ihcy pack their 
hugs and head home. Now, they couki 
even go Ushing so long as th^ have 
their pugers wiih them. In the event oTon 
emergency, the <loetoron call can get his 
senior colleague on the pager. 

"\l'\ just atiur.ing.'’ says M.S. Gocl. 
who nins an STD*lSI)*l'ax centre near 
ihe busy Clener^ PoM Office in New 
Delhi, ''Yihj just can't imagine how 
irony |Kople want to call up and send 
fax messages 

Amit Jain, who runs a telecom centre 
out ol a six foot-hy-six foot hole in the 
wall in a squalid bylone in the slums of 
Govirtdpuri. Delhi, echoes more or less 
(he same sentiment. "There i» money to 
be made everywhere. I have a queue of 
at least half-a dozen people at any given 
mtinicni of the day wailing to use the 
phone." 

Continues Jain. '"Indians aie by nature 
communicative people. I have women 
queuing up to call up their husbands and 
loved ones in Gul f counirlCN and al so tai • 
U>rK who fax their designs to exponers in 

Sural." 

It's a revolution that has enabled Ihe 
likes of R. Nanda Kumar, a Bongaloic- 


VI 


Fax me a note 

Fax machines are as common as telephones today 

I n 1992, when the fax machine made ilsd^jut on the Indian scene it was the 
htM new medium of cxMununication. "Fax me a note." was/Aeyiq^elfnc 
oTthe year. And SOOplayeni jumped imodKmartet searching for a piece of 
the action in an mduary which saw a 70 per cent gmwth raie per annum. 

Now that the dust has scnled in 1995, things are mure realistic. Some 30 
playcn remain on the scene. And the martet continues togmw. but at 35 per 
cent per year. The fax madtioe ts no longer a high-tech toy. but a serious 
office (artd increasii^ly. home) lod. 

In the early NtraHicx. fax mai^incs were bought by a few profes.siona)s 
willing to pay upwanb of Rs 110.000 for imparted fully-assembled Japanese 



models. But a reduction in duties and a realisation of the importance of a fax 
soon made K an IndKpertxablet^icetuol — with Korean artd Taiwanese 
models becoming increasingly popular. 

Today, fax machines are becomi ng increasingly popular with smal I oifke 
and homextfTfce buyers. It's come a lung way from being a staius symbol. 
Ask any medium* size businessman or professional: a fax is as essential an 
office tool as a typewriter (or PC). 

C«fe Raige between Rs 13.900 amJ Rs 75.000. 


fbMitailCMfe paper phis phoc re diarges on actual time i^en to transmit 

a message. MTNL aitt dar^es a Rs 300 pa yor 


pipms Modi Xerox. Network, Globe TeleSystem.s 
(distribuiors for Canon) aid Godrg & Boyce. 


MMiliipB Instant Eran^sskM of a docvmeiii from one place lomdier- 
signed documents seal on ^ are l^ally acetptabte. 


DnMrtapsBIuned or unclear transmission ifthe line is not clea. high 
cod (you have to pay for the actiAl time iricen ID trammit a message. 

So. if the line between London and Ddhi is not clear you may hive 
reHransmiithe same documen again and again adding 
to the coal). 
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hascil public retatiims cimsultiini. lo m.*! becameckarih^uftkv>ourdtfnmunica- 
up a home offtcc. Already equipped lion chumcls were up lo inicmoiiocul 
w j ih a iclcphonc and a fax. Kurrmr pian» siandard«. wr didn't have a hope in coffl' 

to gel an E-ntail c4Hinaiion and a pager peting wnrtdwide. 
lo complete ihe picture. "In a way. lecb* Ginhalisalnin ha« alsi necessarily led 
nolugy has lied miMlown. BuMhcfc's no to loreign lie-ups and yoim vcniurcs. 
other way <Hit since my diems are in far where it is Unpemive for Indian pad- 

flung places, “ he says, *TcchrK>logy thc' ners lo be ahk to corruminicaic ciTeci i ve- 

tales my I i (e. A nd I have u * accept l hai. * ly w i ih Ihci r c< dlahonutirs abroad. 

Hul irs not jusi IcchrKKnUs who are 

getting increasingly turned on hy Ihc revdulion was really in 

lekeom revolution. I inurUm in ihe early Nineties when 

Well known Bharat Nalyam fi!fm fax machines rirsihiiUK Indian scene, 
.v^ir.^e iVdiibha Prahlad has recently had Almost immediately, these new 
a lax installed at her house. "I get calls gadgeis hccame extremely popular. And 
frtMuali over the place asking nw to give despite their exorhiiani cost (around Rs 

a performance. I Earlier, if somerme fr«>m KO.lKHBihey wen* a soughl-aricr gadget. 
Japan was stalling it would take a very pmiculariy hy international irader% and 
long lime lor the person to understand professronals. 
my ucecni and for nw lo comprehend Wiihinafcwycars. however, the duty 
them Now wiih the fax. everything isim on thoe machines was sloshed making 
paper and it's a whole lot cheaper it much more affordahlc. In the xixiind 
t(Ki.’' phase, large and medium si/cd ctirponi* 

Prahlad plans to gel a pcrstmal com lions saw .sciuc in investing in a fax. 
puicr and subscribe to E-mail as well lo Today, the fox market is still gnrwing 
help with her research work. *1 don't at an altnictivv 35 per cent per year, 

think I will go for a pager, I don't think What hae> happened. Kiwever. is that the 

anyone would wain to gel m touch with men have hecn scpurtfcd from Ihe boys; 
nK' so urgently. Resales. I like my pn- in 1992. there were as many as 500 
voey," she says. players in the market. I'tiday. there arc 

But issues of privacy notwiihsun* 30 seriousamicndcrs 
ding, the iciccommunicauon revolution Thai the consumer is king is not in 
i s tai lored to help 1 ndia along <mi its path douN Prices have come tumbling down 

of lihcralisuiuin. and luday. a ha.sk no-fnlls fox machine 

Otk'C Ihe girvemmeni hod decided lo costs anund Rs M.OUtl — making it 
open our shores lo global competition, it attractive ui the small ulTicc and home- 


use consumer*. But the sorry lael 
remains (hai fax Iramunission d^nds 
on the existing telephone lines. And 
cificn. these art lines that are hard lo gei 
or have m> much disiurhancc thal messa¬ 
ges reach garbled and have lo be sent 


[Fast forward" 


Ho^ the telecom revolution is changing our lives 


Total accessibility: With cellular 
phones, or its cheaper ahemaiive, 
pagers, people on the move can be 
reached anywhere, at any (ime. 

Better utilisation of time: With a 
cellular phorte. you can talk to 
anyone regardless of whether 
you're stuck in a oaHk jam. 
commuting to work or even 
relaxing ai the disco. With fax 
machines, youj^gp^ have lo 
twiddle your ttagpiba while you 
wail for igp o rtant documenu. 



Lower coaU: It's hard 10 beat Ihe 
otgBomi cs of E-mail at Rs 18 for a 
0 ^ full of I Rfomuikn (sent 
.jtood). Domestic mail it cheaper 
niailis a sensible 


ahemaijve for NGOs or anyone 
who needs to tend a lot of 
information lo people all over the 



Virtual offict: Now that the 


lekcom revolution 
is here, young 
entrepreneurs no longer 
have to cough up huge 
amounts for real estate. 
Get a telephone, fax. PC 
and modem and. hey, 
you're in business. 


Access to wider 
information: On the 
Internet, you could 
hoc^ up to any of (he 
hundreds of databases 
available througbow dw world. 
Lawyers in India can access 
judgements passed by American 
courts and researeh seb^ars can go 
through papers published on dK 
hanztftd effects of passive smoking, 


lV». 
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"Cellular phones 
are not a product 
for the classes, 
buta 

productivity 
tool," says Nani 
Narayanan of 
Motorola 


few CKXinirics in Ihc wufkl ilui dtvsn'i 
yvi have (his commuokiKHtf) 

The dcpurimcni of lelecommumca- 
iiun» (OoT) has announced the names of 
eight licencees from the private sector 
who will operate this service in (he fuur 
mcirus. Ai^ il has invited lellder^ from 
I he pri va(e MXlof U) operate cdl u lar 
IKS in other eilies. The Iasi date for (he 
submission of tenders has been irccnily 
extended to 2\ April. 

But (he award of licences in the Tit^i 
phase has not been without cuntmver* 
sies. In March 1992. when value-added 
services were initially opened up to the 
pri vate sector. aruHxt 30 bidden had res* 
ponded (o (he DoT under. 

The nm list was announced. UnwilU 
ing to take things lying down, unsuccess • 
ful bidders moved the Delhi High Court 
dicing that (he» had been irrcgul unt¬ 
ies in the sclectioa proces.s. The High 
Coun asked DoT to consider the appl ica- 
tions once again. 

Ihb time around. TaU Cellular's 
name, which had featured in the first list, 
was struck off. Tail Cellular proenptiy 
moved the Supreme Own. The apex 
court found merit in the argumeni that 
the seketion process had been arbitrary 
and it asked I^T lo rccortsider Tata Cel • 
lular'scaw. 

The Supreme Court also asked DuT 


U) reesmsider granting Rharii (Vllul.ir 
Ihc licence to operate cellular phone scr • 
vices in Bombay. 

t)n 3 (Xnober last year, when uuumij- 
njcaliiHts ininisicr Sukh Ram uniuumc 
ed the ‘final* list. Taia Cellular wns uiH 
among (he chosen few. 11k eighi liven* 
cecs were: Bhurli 1'elec<Hit and .Sicrliitg 
Cellular lor IX'lbi. Iluichisini Mux ;uui 
BPI.Sysiems lor Ihunhiky; IJsha Martin 
Tdcconi and Indian relcvom lorC'ulcul- 
la and Skyccll Cominuiiicalion and 
Mobile Telecom Services for Madras. 

A lthough the licKiKces have yet u> 
start r^ruiions, the initial ^'^pnnsc 
hkN been cnthuKiasiic. "We had expected 
queries from corporate houses and 
emhassies.* says Sunil Miiial of Rhurti 
TcIcciWt. ''Hut we've been gelling calls 
front shopkeepers in Karol Bugh urkl 
small lime traders in Chundni Clutwk as 
well.*' 

Hu I the general air of cu|ibi>iiu has 
been tcmpciud by tlw iiH>rv i^obering 
rcalixatKHi that cellular phones won’t 
come cheap. 

FirM, tlKrc's Ihe investment to he 
made iMt handsels. Depending on Uw 
model, cellular phones ccHihf cost anyth* 
ing between Rs 15.000 and Rs .VMXM). 
Rut that’s just the beginning. 

Next, then.' arc ihc airtirru charges to 
he considered. All over the wtvid. ecliu* 
lar ptKHK users are charged luil only for 
the rolls they make, hut for Ihc calls they 
receive. In India, the ntaxiinuin rale has 
been .set by the DoT; Rs X.40 for every 
minute of a ill ime at standard rates (there 
are separate rales for peak hours and off' 
peak hikurs (srfhox). 

Airtime charges will, hosvcver. he 
charged at 10-second slabs with no char- 
ge.s if a call ends within five seconds. 
Rut there are other aisis to he consider* 
ed as well: a security deposit of Ks 
3.fXX>. a orK’-limc subscription fee and a 
monthly rental of Rs 156. 

’'I'he populuriiy of cellular phones 
can be crdianeeo only if the costs arc 
reduced heavily," says Nani Narayanan, 
country manager for Motorola. Rui, he 
adds. '‘Cellular phones are not a piXHluei 
for the classes, but a productiviiy tool, li 
i s goi ng to he a basic requirement for al I 
businessmen." 

Industry sources 
believe ihii it will lake 
five years for the markel 
for cellular phones to 
peak. In thui lime, Ihc 
markel will uiuch Ihc mil* 
lion mark, with four lakh 


again and ugiiin until the line is clear, 

B ui the name of the game livUiy is 
mobile icleptK>ny. C'ellulor phiines 
are ull the rage in I act. India, along 
with Ncp;il and Myanmar, ix among the 


Oreiter productivfty at the 
workplace: While ioitial 
investment may be high, most 
employers have found (hai with 
more soplustkated 
communication et^uipment 
pnxiuctivity does go up. 

Lon of prwacy: Junk mail on the 
Inttmet and no way of taking a real 
break if you're accessiMe via a 
mobile telephone are facts to 
consider. 

Oepenonalisabon ef 
cofwnunkation: With high-tech 
gizmos making! mark and gaining 
acceptance, old fashioned 
letter-writing may soon become a 
thing of the past. 


•UMATW-lftV* 
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Phone on the move 


Mlttab of BhartI Ttlocoa: 
toOlli| fBi cMtrtct for DolM 


UACfN in ihc ItMir mcirns ^inddriociirr 
MI takh suhscnberx in Mnullcritiwns. 

ir c<wi IS u dcicnvni io poicniijt ceUu 
lar phi>nc users. k*w cun crib uhiiui 
pa^s. (iK'UfHT ihiin pJtonc’*, 

ihis hund* hei J device ciists uny{ h i n^ hci • 
ween Ks 5.00() <ror a numeric punier> H* 
Ks I2.(NX) (1'c>r un «i1ph;i-r»u«iicric 
midcl) Monihly fees llxctl by IVl' .ire 
Rs 1^4) fnr numeric pugerv und Rs 2S<) 
for Ihc alpha*nurm^ric vurirly. 

In Delhi. Punjab Wireless has just 
begun selling pagers sind chiims la have 
gal 1,000 subscribers in jusi 14) ihiys. 
Industry Miurccs believe iluii in Delhi 

akmc (here ore 2(MM)0 puicniial 
subscribers. 

'We hud thought thui paging us a con¬ 
cept hai ycl In undcrsKxHJ atxj thiU u 
good deal of cducaticKi would be requi- 
ncd.' says .Sundip Das of llutchi.utn 
Mui. which Yass Ihc licence to operuic in 
Bangalore. "But paging has cau^i on 
i|uickiy as is evident in the response 
we've received so tar." he adds. 

Bui the response unirl now has been 
limited, to crxporatc bodies and profes- 
sitinals on the move. The main objection 
10 j| IS not the cost, but the limitations to 
its use: the pager is a one way means of 
communictf ion. Users can he beeped if 
they need to be contacted urgently while 
out on the field. And once they receive a 
message, it's up to (hem to get to the nea* 
rest avadaMe phone to find out what's 
thcni&h. 


T he one eommunicaliun method yd to 
catch on in a Ne wav is electronic 


I catch on in a Ng way is electronic 
mail, or £*mail as il is more popularly 
known. Tliis is rather sirangc when one 




M mmm Cellular telephones. 

Coifc Security deposit: Rs 3,000. One time activation fee: Rs 1.200. 
Handsel prices vary dqmdiDg on the model but could be anywhere 
between Rs 15,000 to Rs 30.000. 

IhHtafCMfc Monthly rental fixed ai Rs 156 frius airtime charges (for 
calls made and those received) which typically are Rs 1.40 per 10 seconds 
aithe5tandanirate,Rs2.80per 10 the peak rate and Rs 0.70 for 

the same time at (he off-peak rate. Moreover, calls made imo the MTNL 
network win be charged on the standard rates appUc^de for local, STD 
and ISD charges. 

Hitw MrtBfl plqm Hutdoson Max, Systeots, Bharti Cdhilar, 
Stewing CeUuiar. Usha Martin Tekcooi, lodiao Tdeconv Skycril 
Communications, Mobile Telecom Services. 


MnateffB Total accessibility. Mod companies ahm offer «M*b add-ons 

ns voice mail service (to receive messages^ call forwvdiog. call hold, call 
waiting, conference calls and STD barring. 

OlMrivMlitns Extremely expensive (aobacsiben will hdve lo pay for 
calls received as well as those made, piua make the initial mveatreeai for 
haodaeta). 


*nhonecallsjust aren't going lobe the same anymore. Now your 
fstockbroker can't claim be didn't get your mcaage as he wm oui to 
lunch. Chances are he wiB soon be availsMe on a mobile phone and so. 
even if he is out to lunch, you could still call artd place an order fora hot, 
new scrip. 

Despite the delay in aimouncing the licences to eight ceUular 
mobile franchisees to operate in the four metros, things are nmving ahead. 
Last wedc, Delhi was swamped with flyers for AirTel ceUular phone 
service (the brand name for Bharti Cellular Ltd.) 

Basically, a cellular phone 
service Isa wireless 
cummunicaiion medium ihn uses 
limited radio frequencies through a 
system of transmitien By using 
r^io waves, instead of the more 
conventional wires, users can 
make or receive calls wherever 
ihey are and regardless of whether 
they are mobile or stationary. 

Wiih the licencces yei to 
commence operations, thirtg.N arc 
still in a fluid slate But (hanks loan advenisingblit/,consumer 
awareness is high. The industry is now keenly awaiting the 
fonheoming lender for countrywide cellular phones 


Catch your elusive stockbroker anywhere, anytime 
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coosiden its Advantages E-mail is 
dteap (see box) and easy to use (once 
you have a PC. modem and a telephone 

line). 

It has other advantages. Unlike a tele* 
phone call, you d<m’t have lo interrupt 
what you're doing. E*mail remains in 
your memory until you are ready to 
receive it. 

But E-mail is perceived as a high-tech 
preserve for computer literates. A 
setxmd disadvantage is that to use E- 
mail, there must be a recipient at the 
other end with a valid E-mail address 

I ndi a i s a sti 11 to catch up with electro¬ 
nic dating or E-mail romance. Nor have 
we reached the stage where cellular pho¬ 
nes are a ramiiiar sight in Nariman Point 
ami Nehru PIx'e. Still, considering the 
speed at which things have been moving 
in (he telecom sector, nothing short of a 
revolution has been taking place in our 
very midst. 


T he technology that has been driving it 
has its nio side us well. New recruits 


I has its nip side us wcli. New recruits 
to the revolution remember the old days 
of writing letters with nostalgia. Today, 
physical distance is just a phone call — 
or *1 full ^ away, 

This is the age when more and more 
homes arc being turned inU) officer as 
well. When real estate prices arc making 
it harder fur young entrepreneurs to set 
up shop in commercial areas. Some 
Bangui ore-hased offices have been 
actively encouraging their em]>loyees to 
interact through ihcir computers from 
home us well as the oftlcc. "With a tele¬ 
phone. fax, answering machine, perso¬ 
nal computer and m<xlem you can hook 
up lo anywhere.’ says Uma Shankar, 
director of Technotogy and Applica¬ 
tions Soft ware Consultants in Bangalore. 

For a country that's lagged behind in 
lentis of technology for too long now, 
the telecom revolution is a welcome 
change As the world grows smaller and 
.smaller with better and faster communi¬ 
cation tools it becomes equally clear that 
information is the key ind no one can 
alTord to be left behind. 

So, if you've always dreamt of mov¬ 
ing to tiK hills but believe you're coo 
young to retire, you don't have to. The 
hills beckon, and as long as the telecom 
revolution continues apace, you could 
carry on working just like before. Cellu¬ 
lar phones and other gizmos intact. • 


tCM. NMpwwk/NawOaMAterf 



E-mail hzs opened a whole new world of irtformation 






TTe Hvm bk LiidhUniL Sbe*i IB KocuyaiD. They are boefa memben of A 
XldSacuaangroiipODtbefc#m4ndicylaof (ftrupdil Hodtedupoo 
iKcnw. diey b^an cluttifig OMl fooQ the talk Tfloved bey ord 
more penoul maQen. 

HKiccBahoU. of come, fictkoiud. Electronic mail is Mill in tvef> 
naKOt stage in liKlia despite its growing popularity as a mefium of . 

DespiK the jsrg^ 

E-aaU ia an eaaentcalty 
simple operation where 
(woPCteacbange 
Iftfomatioa wHh each 
ocher through tekpbooe 
Uoea. microwave links 
ormeUite 

’ communicum.To 
usfid a mesiage you just 
key k iit mart: H lo the Rcipictt nd this will then be automatically pidoid 
upby the service compny and wiB travel horn one Mtworic to aiKAher > 
it reaches ici destination. 

Altiiough we're still a lox^ way from etccroTucpeopalahlp or ^giod v 

dating, the nuiidxr of subscftera is slowly glowing. 

Tbe Use of E-tnail subecriben ii at pnsent Untiiad to cmporsie houses. 
UN orgamiatioiu. foreign bm^ and large NOOa. ButtheaarvKeis 
expected to pkk up as rc costs conae down aad tda^ktooe lines become 
more readily available. 




J 


EleccroBk mail- 



meaiRs 1.300 10 Rs 1.000 to registratioa- 

ftMhiiMife Annual rests] (in the range itfRs 4.2000 ];20(9phis^l|M 
charges (Rs lSfbratolpigefbrifiienMloaalmttlafidSs2loRs8^l^ 
fidl page for domestk m^). Tim ia also a to toiXMOeet time tiplOMw 
2SpaiaeforlO»coQds). 

IWvMfM|*9mBosmea»ln£alQtointfaDlMli^ogyL^^ 
(aXcess). ICNKT. RPQ ^vist DART^ Datap^o Inferaudoo TpchMmt 
(Xm-huii). vsm. (oafSdocb. 

AtoliagHS Low cosL iftod (k's lamer rhsfl to poetil service 
coonen bmstewef thnae (kx). SMKBerwGPcks alfaw Mtocrtbcjia^V^^ 

oe-toe fSattiimae -Conftberwtality is vtituelly asapred. ; 


e s 




■ -‘ri.TW 


. MHimfgCM You eanoocaeodor receive E«raaii wtibouia 
c t a n pulo , amodem (a Mgh speed ATdtT nwdaln cotta R* 
ttoavariiaodcaa is k the regta of fCsOvOOO) sad a 
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communication gap 


The new telecom policy aims to do exactly that 


B efore (he MW lelecanrnunj' The winds of change 
cation policy was announc- are alre^ evident In 
ed in May last year, getting May 1994. when ihe new 
a lelephm line was a big policy was announced: 
hassle: you either had to only eight out of every 
have the right connections or make pay- 1,000 Indians had a lel^ 
offs. Otherwise you had to prepare your- phone. This made us one 
sel f to wait f(v yean. of the most low-density 

This scenario hasn't changed all that countries in (he wortd (in 
muchwith the announcement of the new Pakistan, for insunce. 
policy. But Mill, things are moving in (he two out of every 100 
right direction. citizens own a phone). 

By the end of March this 
• For the first lime, the private sector year, the telephone demi- 
has been allowed to operate basic lelcph- |y crossed one teleph¬ 
one Kervices. The deparunent of telecom* per 100 people. As 

municaiioos (DoT) has floated a global (hin^nand. the Indian 
tender, which will be decided on 28 telecom network ranks 
April. Earlier, in 1992. the tekeom sec* i3th in the world. By Ihe 
tor was opened up to the private sector we achieve our 1997 

ior such value-adM services as electro- targcL wc will be I Oih. 
nic mail (E-mai I), voice mail, video con* Qf course, (he demand 

ferencing and radio paging. for conneclkms 

By allowing private sector partiapa- increascsalJtbctime.Bet* 
tion in basic telephone services, (he con- ween April 1992 and 
sumers will no longer have to depend on April 1994, the demand 
the Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd fo, new leiephone lines 
(MTNL) but can choose from an array went up by as much as 50 
of companies registered in India to per cent. So, if DoT 
obtai n telecom serv ices. m fnin i nmm i. 


country,” says R.K. Takkar, DoT secre¬ 
tary. “India has one of the poorest tele¬ 
com densities in the world and (he pres¬ 
ent in^structure is inadequate 1 o nerve 
the dnnands of the country. Wc have, 
therefore, had to open the telecom sector 
to the private sector and multinational 
companies.” he adds. 

None of (his is going to come cheap. 
The release of the 2.5 mlillw) additional 
new connections in the Eighth Plan will 
cost Rs 11.750 cforcs at 1993-94 prices. 
The rural connections will cost another 
Rs 4,000 croras. 

The big question is: where is the 
money going to come from? 

Enter, (he private sector "Private initi- 


rinesaiiov«i;;^r. ^Jr 

call om« wiU be provided foreveJy 500 ■ »np^f ^ » 

u Winning edge in the global rnaikci 

' unless its lelecommunkacion facilities 

• DoT has seiitself a target to provide «« par with the rest of the worid. Wc 
telephones to eveiy villige in India by “""W con^eie iruematioiially 

1997 if our phone lines continue getting cross¬ 

ed—or worse nill. lie 'dead'forthe bet¬ 
ter pan of the year. 

*rhe primary focus of the telecom 
policy is to expand and svengthen the 
telecmmunicatlon network in the 


• All value-added services (including E- 
Mail, radio paging and cellular telepho¬ 
nes) will be available ai international 
stajtdardiby 1996. 
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attve would be used u> complemem (he 
departmental efforu to raise additional 
resources,” outlines the new policy. 
This would include both increasod inter* 
naJ generation (through additional coo*' 
sections) as well as raising fiitaux 
through such methods as leasing (for cel¬ 
lular services). 

But for all its go^ intentions the new 
telecom policy raises more questions 
than it answers. And questions are being 
raised about the manner in which DoT is 
going about its business. 

And while 20-odd companies ^ 


plans to separate its regulatory and super¬ 
visory role from its role as a con^etim. 
”Tbe presence of DoT is necessary as pri¬ 
vate operiiors coidd b^ ouiof unprofi- 
table areas," saysTakkv. 

But this still doesn't answer the critic- 
ismihatDoTis.atpresem.bothacoii^- 
utor to the private ^cior artd will also sil 
in judgemeni in selecting the bidder. 
Although Union communkarkNi mini¬ 
ster Suih Ram. ha.v clarified thai DoT 
will have no role in evaluating bulders, 
the fact ts that a separate dirtrtorite to 
regulate the industry is long overdue. 


in^onani that new playeis in the tele¬ 
com sector perceive TRAl as a body 
independent of DoT." Even Takkar see* 
rxwd ifnlogetic. "TRAI will be appennt- 
ed before (he tenders for cellular and tele¬ 
phone services are decided."he promised. 

Already, the date for (he lele^ ten¬ 
der has been extended by almost a 
month from 51 March to 28 April for 
basic telecom services and to 21 Apnl 
ftt cellular services. The official expla¬ 
nation given by the minister is that be 
did not want people to have any com- 
plaints that ih^ were not given adequa- 




Afthough Union communication 
minister SuMi Ram (above) has 
clarified that DoT will have no role in 


FFi iTK/TTim ^ i ^ r 


that a separate directorate to regulate 
the industry is \oag overdue 


ttne changt by 19977 

including Motorola, AT&T. US-West. 
Spcini. Nokia and &icsson — have 
come rushing in. nothing concrete has 
emerged as yet. 

"At the moment MNCs are not invest¬ 
ing too much as the ground rules are not 
clear." says D. Sengupta. leader of the 
ICICI working group on tekeommuni* 
cations. "But they have all had to come 
tn because they are scared ihai if they 
don't register (heir presence now, they 
will itot be allowed to participate \aier“ 

T he telecom policy's biggest flaw is 
lU failure to tou^ on such a major 
issue as (he resiructuhtigof DoT. Indus¬ 
try sources question how the department 


A committee headed by D.K. Gupta, 
a former Telecom Commission rrtem* 
her. has recommended a infureatsM of 
DoT: a markei-ortenied unit called 1 ndia 
Telecom to develop, operate and main¬ 
tain telecom services: an indepoydent 
letecom regulatory authority to ensure a 
level j^ymg fwld for the privaie sector, 
and, ^Telecom Commission to formu¬ 
late policies and mobtUse resources. 

But these recorumendaikms are still 
to be itnpleinented. 

The Telecom Regultfory Authority 
oi India (TRAI) should have come into 
existeoce long ago.” says R;^iv Agar- 
wil. jomi managing director of Modi 
Teiecnmmuiucaiion Ltd. 'll is very 


te time. But the ^ is that so many ques¬ 
tions about the tender documents have 
yet to be answered (hat the Telecom 
Industry and Services Assooiation — an 
industry body—had threatened to go to 
court if an extension wasn’t given. Ac¬ 
cording to a study conducted by the later- 
nauonal Telecommunications Union, 
every new tele^iooe line adds 37,000 
dollars lo (he UDP. And (or every one 
dol lar spent tm telecommurucatlons. pro- 
ductivay goes up by two doll¬ 
ars. If (he government is serio 
us about increasingjvoducti- 
vity, it is high time it clearly laid 
down the rules of (he game. • 

K-J. MW 












Laloo Prasad Yadav leads the Janata Dal to a 
resounding victory in Bihar to become the chief 
minister for a second term in a row 


laste of viciory is %ww. bu< 
A % been sweeter for Laloo Pru- 
Mid Yadav. The reNults of the 
Bihar Assembly eivciioni 
were not uncKpecied. The Jana- 
u DbJ was slated to win despite the pr^ls 
being repeatedly postponed. What was 
surprising, however, was the lotal elimi* 
nation of Samata Party, a much* 
publicised challenger, and the neardeci* 
maiion of the Congress, which put up 
the poorest-evershow since Indepertdcn* 
ce. Yet, even as polling was on. a section 
of the media "seriously” projected 
these two parties as forces that could 
cause major upsets for the Dal. 

But Laloo Pra.sad Yadav came out 
with flying colours, leading hi.s party to 
a resounding victory in one of India’s 
most protracted, staggered and con¬ 
troversial Assembly elections. The Dal 
bagged lb I of the 320 seals in which 
elections were held, thus winning abso¬ 
lute majority on iis own sieam. The 
strength of the Bihar Assembly is 324 
and elections in four constituencies have 
been withheld. 

The Dal leaders hadn't themselves 
anticipated such a landslide victory. Des¬ 
pite their confident public stance, they 
w^n't sure of gening an absolute majo¬ 
rity on their own. The results not only 
proved political pundits and pscf^log 
ists wrong but showed that political 
leaders, loo. were badly out r>f ictuch 
with reality. 

After their humiliating defeat, the 
Opposition panics are now complaining 
that the frequent rescheduling of polls 
went In the Dal's favour, But these very 
parties had demanded such reprogramm¬ 


ing and welcomed chief election com- 
miuionef fCliC') T.N. Seshan'i deci* 
kions. According to Atal Behan Vaj¬ 
payee. it was a mandate againsi the Cen¬ 
tre and the CEC. 

Laloo Prasad created history of sons 
by becoming the second chief minister 
of Bihar to win a second consecutive 
term. The faith of the poor in Uiloo 
Yadav and Laloo Yadav's charisma 
among the potv worked.” said Dal 
leader and former Prime Minister V.P. 
Singh, who h4d been camping in Patna 
for about a month 

Bihar witnessed a ihrcc-inonih-long 
drama which is unparallelcO in electoral 
history. The poll process begun on 8 


POLL TALLY 


TottSMtS 

Ei«ctton$hdld 

324 

320 

Janata Dal 

161 

Congress 

27 

6JP 

38 

CPi 

22 

CP((M) 

6 

JMM(S) 

16 

CPt(ML] 

6 

JMM(M) 

2 

JPP 

2 

MCC 

2 

SamataPafty ' 

6 

Simiiwadi Party 

2 

Indapendems 

14 



December, but Ok complete results arc 
not out yet. The CHC has stayed the 
counting of votes m 1 1 constituencies 
whose results are awaited. 

The polling, in live (^ases. began on 
11 March and ended on 28 March. The 
counting of votes, which started on 29 
March, could not be completed even by 

April, causing much anxiety among 
the candid3lc.s and pofitictans. 

Commenting on the triumph of his 
party, a beaming Laloo Yadav said. 

This was not an election but a people's 
storm which has swept aside all anti* 
people forces.” He (vomised that the 
itew government wi>uld work for deve¬ 
lopment and uplift of the ptwr. 

Significantly. Laloo, who has been 

Itwasapoople’tttorai 
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L^too PraMia Yadar an tfM w«y 


accu^ by his detfuctors of fujthenng 
Yadav inierests only, strewed that his 
regime wouldn't annoy any section. 
'We are not the enem ies of anybody, but 
we do want to give help and honour to 
those hungry for it." he explained. 

B ihar came under President's Rule 
for u week from the Ust day of the 
elections, li was impused on 28 March 
due to constitutional compulsions. The 
stale’s annual budget had to be pa^ 
and only the Parliament waa aull^sed 
10 do so. as the term of the Iasi Assembly 
expired on ISMaich. 

Now. after the election, all (he Opp^* 
tion panics arc alleging widespread hgg- 
ing and manipulations by the Dal. The 


leaders of the BJP. Congress and Samata 
Party have said that an evernibliging 
bureaucracy had helped the JD in repdac* 
ing ballot boxe^* and filling them with 
fake ballot papers Mamped in (he Dal's 
favour. They dso cited examples of bal¬ 
lot p»pcn and boxes floating in some 
rivers and duplicaie ballot papers found 
in government smxigrcKMns. 

They have gone mad.* said Laloo, 
reacting to the charges. He dismi ssed the 
disgninUed lealers as a rejected lot and 
said that the fate of the "deceivers* (the 
Samau Party) was scaled. T1^ have 
no future ai^ they should retire from 
pubiiclife," he chided. 

Even though ihert was a clear wave 
across the stale in (he Dal’s favour, 


” and cspectolly in north 

! and central Bihar, ni lea.vi 
12 of Laloo* s former 
Cabinet colleagues lost. 
And such upsets couldn't 
have been the outcome of 
ngging by his party. 
Laloo argued. Inter¬ 
estingly, all ihe five 
Muslim ministers from 
KishangunJ and Pumea 
districts lost the elections. 

Among others whofui* 
led to make it were Dal 
stalwarts such as 
Viruiyak Prasad Yadav. 
Rambilas Singh Yadav 
and Anoop Yadav. 
who once dreamt of 
replacing Uloo. Some 
ministers, who were once 
close to Laloo’s 
nenu. also lost. 

But (he Samau Party’s 
defeat was by far the most 
humiHating. The party 
had been launched with 
much fanfare and its 
leader. Nitlsh Kumar, 
was being seen as 
Laloo's nemebis . The par¬ 
ly, however, has been 
virtually eiiminaied. It 
has won only six seals, 
including Kumar's osvn. 

The Congress, for the 
first lime in Bihar's histo¬ 
ry, has slumped lo (he 
third position. The party 
has got only 28 seau, and 
has even lost the status of the main 
Opposition party. The BiP. on (he other 
h^. has finish^ second and is entitled 
lo be treated as the main Opposition for¬ 
ce by virtue of its 38 seats. 

In fact, (be results reveal a clear, 
rcgionwise pttem of voters* preferen* 
ces. While the Dal. together with its lef-« 
list allies, the CPt and the CPI(M), has 
bwepi north and central Bihar, the BIP 
has made its presence felt in urban cen¬ 
tres including Patna, 

But (he Dal juggemaui ran out of 
steam in (hbal-domioaied south Bihar, 
where the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
(Swn) peked up 16 seats. Incidentally. 
JMMIS) is opposed to the Dal and had 
entered into an informal electoral under- 


that has swept away aK 





SPECIAL REPORT 


severe! uihera. 


standing with the Samaia Perry end the 
CPI(ML)«Liberalion. a Naxelitc 
organisation. 

Although Che combination has failed 
to make a mark in the overall political 
scenario. LaJoo will have to cope with 
this force in Bihar's sooihem parts 
where the JMM(SI is sure to revive Its 
tnoveownt for a separate J harkhattd stale. 

However, interesting io watch will be 
what Laloo’s communist allies do in the 
coming months. The CPI, with 22 seats, 
is studying the possibility of Joining (he 
new ministry, though t^ CPI(M) has 
already announced that ii is not keen on 
joining the government. The leftists, 
however, are expected to influence the 


working of the new regime, and Laloo 
Yadav may have lo tailor his c^Ue 
tics to suit the class interests of his com* 
munist allies. 

As for the CPI(ML). the parry finds 
itself somewhat isolated. Before the 
polls. i( had hobnobbed with the Samaia 
Party, hoping to form an alternative 
front to (he Dal*Left combine. But it fail* 
ed to arrive at any firm arringemcnt. and 
Samata's rout has left it high and dry. 


But the fact thai ii has won six scats is 
In a way signiBcam. The party's base 
lies among the Harijans and iis victone% 
signify that this r^>pressed ciuss has 
been abk to exercise its franchise, 
thanks to T.N. Seshan. 

M eanwhile, the Congress' poorest- 
ever performance has emboldened 
(he pro*Aj^un Singh camp in the s(a(c. 
and its members are demar)ding party 
president Nara.simha Rao's resignaiion. 
The rebels want Aijun Singh or N.D. 
Tiwari to take charge and refurbish the 
party's battered image. Earlier, the Con¬ 
gress' lowest score in the Bihar Assemh* 
ly was 57 in 1977. 


The results have comt as a rude shock 
lo most Congress leaders, who had 

publicly expressed the hope of coming 

back 10 power. Even LaJoo had said that 
the party would finish as number two. 

Bui die elections saw many Congress 
stalwarts fall by the wayskk. They inclu¬ 
ded former Pradedi Congress Commit- 
ree chief M. Hidayatullah Khan, former 
AssemMy Speaker Radhanandan iha. 
C.P. Thakur, Raghunath Pandey and 


Senior Congress leader Kamalnaih 
Singh Thakur attributed the debacle to 
the repeated rescheduling of polls, the 
results of Mahareshrra and Gujarat and 
the poor performance of Samaia Party. 
He said that after the Congress lost two 
major states, the BJP gamed in the clos¬ 
ing phases of (he elections here. Besi¬ 
des. the Siunata Party ’ s fai lu re to cut into 
the Dal's vole-bank didn't work to the 
Congress' advantage. 

iagannalh Mishra blamed the central 
leadership for ihe party's debacle and 
said that Its failure to impose President's 
Rule on 15 March had seni the wrong 
signals to the Congress supponers and 
the voters In general. 

Mishra congnitulated 
Yadav. hut added (hat he 
came hack to power as a 
result of manipulations 
and blatant vioJatkm of 
democratic norms. Ke 
also described his return 
as unfortunate for Bihar 
Laloo. on his pan. said 
Mishra had plundered 
Bihar during his tenure as 
chief minister 

The Bihar results have 
emfxildencd the Dal's 
niMional leaders such as 
V,p. Singh. He has rcvjv* 
ed his efforts to strength¬ 
en the National frunt- 
Lcft Front alliance us an 
alternative to Congress 
and the BJP. Me said that 
a large section of ihe 
country's electorate had 
no in iciest in the Con¬ 
gress or die BJP and was 
looking fur an alterna¬ 
tive. Singh hoped that in 
the next general elections 
the NF-LF combine 
would be able to capture 
power at the Centre. 

LaJoo Yadav, too, 
appealed to the people 
of Bihar to step up their efforisto 
install a .secular and democratic govern¬ 
ment at the Centre, and hoped that the 
storm brewing in Bihar would sweep the 
natiem. 

"Bihar is the neivc centre of Indian 
politics and the future of the nation Is 
decided here." he said. Maybe, that's an 
overstatement. Bui then, today it is 
Laloo'sday.« 

MMAIhmA/PMm 
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rnrntimm 


Kumar *s 5amau 
Party has been 
virtually 
eliminated from 
Bihar politics. 
Though the party 
was launched with 
much fanfare, it 
failed miserably 


TheJMM(S)has 
emerged as a 
powerful force in 
south Bihar. As 
Soren is opposed 
to Laloo, he is sure 
to revive the 
demand fora 
separate 
Jharkhand state 




Mishra has 
blamed the 
Congress high 
command for the 
party *s debacle. 
He said the failure 
to impose 
President's Rule 
sent the wrong 
signals 


M 








Too hot for UK 


Britain decides to deport a pro-Khalistan Sikh activist 


t was as dramalic as ScocJand Yard 
raids go. At dawn on 29 Maxvh. 
heavily-anned squads of ScotJand 
Yard and Midlands Police descended on 
houses in Birmin^um and WoJvcfhajn* 
pion and arrested five men in connecuon 


D€S Pardes. in Southall on the ni^t ol 
24 Januai>. The daring murder led to 
rumours that it was the work of the Indi* 
an government. 

PurewaJ had been an outsp^en criik 
of Indian policies oa Punjab and advoca* 





with the murder of Tarsem Singh Pure- ted a separate state of Khalisian, For a 
wal. editor of a Punjabi magazioe. brief period. Kuldip Nayar. the former 
Those taken into custody were mpm- high commmioner to Britain, had 
bers of the Iniemarional 
Sikh Youth Federation | 

(ISYP) including Ragh* | 
bir Singh Khalsa. the | 
organisation's general ’ 
secretary. 

The next day. the Bri¬ 
tish home office issued 
deportation orders again¬ 
st Raghhir Singh tor 
being a 'security ihruar. 

Singh holds an Indian pas¬ 
sport and has lived in BK- 
lain for 15 years. He is the 
editor of a Birmingham- 
based. pro-Khalisuini 
puper, Awaazf Quam. 

The other suspects were 
released on bail. 

"Mr Singh's presence 
in the UK is not condu¬ 
cive to public good/' a 
spokeswoman of the 
home office tohl Sus- 
HAY. "He is being deport¬ 
ed for reasons of national 
secuhty." 

sS d Kuldip Nayur (^) be&ieoded Tarsem Siogh 

to make a personal appeal Purewal to improve relatktts with the Sikhcooununity, 

tbelatteritmaiDedabittwcritkoflm^ 

security Winson Green poUdCS till the end 

prison in Birmingham till 
then, ‘ 

The arrest and deportation orders go behtended Purcwal to improve relations 
to fehow flow the British goveminenl U with the Sikh community, 
bent on cracking down on suspected ter- But as rumouis of the Indian govem- 

rcrisis. It also retlecis how the pro- mem* srr^t in the murder were scotched. 

Khali Stan movemeni abroad has bcco- the needle of suspicion pointed to a rival 
me badly splintered. factioA. Purewal was a corHroverstal 

Tarsem Singh Purewal. an open adv> figure and had many enemies. 
cate of independence for Punjab, had Shortly before bis death, he had pubU- 

been shot dead at point-blank range oui- shed an ankle in fVs Fardes criticising 
side the office of his u eekJy newspaper, the work of the IS YF in Britain. 


The ISYF is split into two factions: 
one led by Jasbir Singh Rhode and the 
other by Daijit Singh Bitta. Raghbir 
Singh aik the other arrested men belong 
to the Rhode faction. 

Purewal had accused the leaders of 
the Rhode faction of spending the funds 
raised in the gurdwaras for Khalistan's 
sake to meet personal 
needs. The Rhode faction 
is said 10 control about 
eight to ten gurdwaras in 
the Midlands from where 
they raise about I2,CK)0 
pounds a week. 

He Named Raghbir 
Singh for using the 
money from the gurdwa- 
ras to run his newspaper 
Awaaze Quam. While 
Sindh's paper sold only 
about 1.000 copies a 
week. Purewal's 0<.\ Par- 
dei sold 20.000. And 
there was always an ele¬ 
ment of rivalry between 
the (wo papers. 

In recent times, the fac¬ 
tional feuds between 
rival Sikh groups has cen¬ 
tred around the control of 
gurdwaras and the funds 
(hey generate. Huiremisi 
groups are often accused 
by community members 
H G|||gk of extortion and threats of 

*1^ violence. 

lDUll]ty« It was when the infight- 
1111 jgb ' ^ rouble on B ri- 

^ tain's (kxirstep ihai the 

government started crack¬ 
ing down. Margarei 
Thatcher declared a fight 
against all those aiding tetronsts from 
Britain. 

There is no telling how long the 
deportation order will take to he imple¬ 
mented. Raghbir Singh has been living 
in Britain for 15 years and bus iw*o 
children. His supponers will not give up 
the light easily which could drag on for 
years. • 
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"My conscience is cl* 
the appropriate forui 


mina) misctKKJoci, abuse of officjji posi* 
lion anJ accumvtdiion of wealth dispjXK 
ponionaic lo her known source of 
irtCOTTK. 

"I shall invoke Section 18 of ihe Pre* 
veniion of Corrupt km Act to inspect 
iayalulUhii’v and her hi/tmni l^nk 
accounts." said Swainy while demand¬ 
ing Jciyala I i iha* s i m modi ate resignat ion. 
He said Prime Minister Narusimha Rao 
hud u special responsibility to ensure 
this for ihc sake of public moruliiy. He 
ciied the example of ihc laic Prime Mint- 
Mcr. Indira Gandhi, who hud direcied 
the former Maharashtra chief minister. 
A.R. Artiulay. to resign when the then 
Governor cleared his prosecution on 
similar charges. 

Although Swamy had listed char¬ 
ges ugainsi Juyulalithu. Reddy's pennis- 
sion ullnws prosecution only on the cob* 
(roversial coal int^xtrt deal and the pur* 
chase of govemnicnt land from llic 
Tamil NaJu Small Industries Ctvpora* 
lUm (TANSli in the, name of iuya 
Publications, 

Regarding the coal deal, the Gover¬ 
nor's lelter said lhai Swamy had produ* 
ced, m xu^n of his allegations, the not¬ 
ings of ^reiahes to vunous depart¬ 
ments. including that of the vital public 
wttrtis depart ment. 


Lady in the soup 


Tamil Nadu Governor Clianna Reddy sanctions legal action against chief 

minister Jaxalalitha 


n Tamii Nadu's turbulent politics, 
a new storm is threatening the 
iayalalUhtt govcmmeni. Nearly 
17 months after receiving a peti¬ 
tion from ihc Janata Puny presi¬ 
dent, Subcamaniam .Swamy. to prose¬ 
cute chief minister Jayalulitha. Tamil 
Nadu Goverrtor M. Channa Reddy has 
finally given him the pennisskm to go 
ahead 

Swamy. who has been accusing the 
chief minister of''comjpiion and crimi* 
nal misconduct", had hecn pressuring 


the Cktvemnr for the lost one year to. act 
0(1 his peiilion us Reddy's rclaikinship 
with Juyalalilha dctcriocaied. Reddy 
finuJIy relented I 2 .SI Itwtnight. giving 
Sw«my the clearance 10 sue the chief 
ininisier under ihc Pnevemion of Corrup¬ 
tion Act. 

The beginning of Ihe end of Ms 
iayaJalitha k visibie.*' hokI a beaming 
Swamy He told newspersons at a cn^wd* 
ed press conlerence that he had.given the 
Governor documents running into over 
tOU pages to back up his charges of vri- 


Swamy hud charged Jayalalilha with 
‘detiberaie and mala fide relaxation of 
tender conditions' while awarding con- 
tracLs. This had reportedly resulted in 
the lo&s of Rs 300 crorr Co the public 
exchequer. 

On the land deal. Swamy had submiti¬ 
ed to the Coventor copies of documents 
such as (he Jayt Puhlications* partner¬ 
ship deed, the sale deed involving 
TAN SI and also the paniculors of guide¬ 
lines indicaiing that propeny wo^ R» 
4.42 crore had been sold lo J ay a PubI i ca- 










and I am confident that my position will stand vindicated in 


tiomforRs l.82cr()re. 

It nuw appears iha( the Centre will 
have to appoint a special judge to try ihe 
cau in a special court outside Tamil 
Nadu. The state govemmenu loo, can 
set up a similur court, but $wamy has rul¬ 
ed out such a pos s ihil i ty as the occu sed i s 
rone other than the chief mimster 
"No free and fair tnul would he piKvi* 
hie with iayaldlilha continuing in (^fice. 
Natural justice as also the rulings in vari¬ 
ous cases clearly suggest that Juyalaiitha 
should step down till the trial is over and 
judgement given." said Swuiny 

J ayuliiliiho. on her pail, said that the 
Cj<ivernor had ucted on the basis of 
"some false allegations", and described 
the devekipnient us yet another chal* 
le hge wh ich she woul d face." My e«isci* 
cnce is clear and I am confident that my 
position will stand vindicated in the 
uppropnarc fnnmi," she said. 

But her cup of sorrow it almost brim¬ 
ming over She knows that her detrac¬ 
tors, including lop stale Congress 
leaders nuch a5 G.K. Moopanartind Vaz- 
happadi K. Ramamurthi are pressuring 
the Centre to force her to resign or 
dismiss her government. 

The Congress, DMK 
and olh^ Upposiiion par¬ 
ties are preparing for the 
final assault. Hardly u 
day passes without sunie 
Congress leader or the 
(Hher trying to malign die 
AlADMK on charges of 
corruption or for going 
soft on the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE). 

As a fallout of the 
Governor's decision 
there was pandcmoniun 
in the slate Assembly 
Congress MLAs. includ 
ing &e leader of the Oppo 
sition, $.R. Balasubruma 
nian. were assaulted by 
the watch-andward 
staff. B al asubruinani an 
was rushed to the Raj Bha* 
van and later admitted in 
the Apollo HospiuJ to be 
"treated for back pain'' 


And the Congress campaign against 
iayalaliiha b» building up despite Prime 
Minister Rao's soft cumcr for her. 

In fact, the Congress now appears to 
be seeking an ally in the DMK. A few 
days hack. DM K president M. Karuiun i - 
dhi and G.K. Mcaipunor. the scni« Con¬ 
gress leader who calls the shot m n the poi • 
ly's Tamil Nodti unit, nwt ui an MGR 
Trust fuiKlion. The speculation is thai 
the meeting has prvpored the gnaind kn 
the much-talked about ('ongress l)MK 
alliance which is being widciv favoured 
by party cadres 

L ike in rwighbouring Kerala, Tamil 
S'adu. too. may have lo '«iilc lor a 
coalition govcmmcnl ifOppiKiiion pan 
les come together to unseat the 'lady* 
Currently, both the Congicss and the 
DMK are trying to*woo ihe MGR 
voce-bank. 

S. Thinjnavukkaru.su. MLA and gene¬ 
ral secretary of the MGR-ADMK who 
presided over the function, urfoi the 
two panics to work in tamlein and form a 
coalition with smaller panics (consist¬ 
ing of pcopk who have fallen out with 
Jayalgliiha) lo "remove chief ininister 


Jayalaliiha from pow’cr hy some means 
or the other". 

Kamiuinidhi. who was MUR's most 
biller cmic. waxed cloi(ucnt t|ie for¬ 
mer leader and uid that though be hod 
political differences with MGR, there 
was a "long friendship" between them. 
M(H>pan:ir, no great fan of MGR either, 
praised MCiK's ijualities and regreiied 
Ihji ihoH* whii caiiK' to power claiming 
10 be his IoIlowers were deviating from 
his|Uih. 

And with stale elections due 14 
months hence in June IW6, the Con¬ 
gress and DMK have realised that only 
by joi n i ng ha nds ctnild they fomi a winn - 
ing combinaiion. Karunanidhi knows 
that lie can bccoiihr ihc chief minister 
again only if he is willing to shore power 
with iheC'ongivss. 

Rui much 10 her relief, Jayalalitha 
finds ihai she luis ibe supjmn of Prime 
Minisicr Narasimha Kao, who is still 
keen i>n a Congress-AIADMK alliance. 
In faci. Ckn emor ('han iia Reddy' s dect - 
Sion hws surprisisJ both the Centre and 
Kao personally. 

h seems that' Roo had promised 
Jay dial iiba somclime bock lo shift 
Reddy from Tamil Nadu 
during the impending 
guberriHiofial reshuffle. 
Ran wanted lo have ihe 
AIADMK supremo on 
his side because the Con- 
grvss needs her party's 
.support in both the 
Houses of Parliament 
Reddy, apparently, came 
to know of the Prime 
Minister’s plans and jum¬ 
ped the gun. 

Meanwhile, the state 
government appeared to 
opt for u petition in the 
Supreme Coun to obtain 
11 slay against Jay dial i- 
iha's prosecution. Lead¬ 
ing .Supreme Court 
lawyers had been 
approached to examine 
the legal avenues open to 
(he chief minivier. 

But diis lime JayaJaJi- 
iha may be in real 
tMuble. • 



S U B R A M AN I A r.1 5 W A M Y 


*'N«fairallu«tlc«B$jrf$o 
thB tvibrgi In various 
casascioarty iiigBit 
that JayalaMha should 
step down tM tha trial is 
ovar and fudgamofit 
dvofi'' 


M CHANNA RtDOY 


The Tamil Nadu Govamor 
finally ralofited last 
fortnight, grvinsSwamy 
tha doaranco to su§ 
Jayalatttha undorthe 
Prvmntfon of Corruption 
Act 
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JAYSHRSESeNQUPTA 


FALTERING STEPS 


kV 


The Centre needs to 
speed up its reforms 
programme before it's 
too late 


Among all the 
digniunes and 
celebrities who 
visited New Delhi 
in March, Mrs. HU- 
lary Rodham Gin- 
ion stood out as 
being pMsed, clear 
and impressive. 
Each visitor was 
viewing India with a wesiem eye and 
couid hardly be blamed for not coming 
across the real India. Mrs. Ginton 
certainly could not have seen much, 
ensconced in her Maurya Sheraton suite 
and eating specially pr epar ed Amencan 
food out of Royal DouUon plates. (She 
did try Indian food also on her own). 
Nor, could Henry Kissinger think of the 
real India, while having French cuisine 
and mineral water serv^ at the spotless 
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation. He could 
only see progress everywhere. The 
Crown Prince of Belgium, Prince Philip* 
pe with his huge entourage of Belgian 
bu si nessmen must have got a taste of the 
Indian crowds at the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) meeting arranged 
for him and his pany. The gathering was 
too unwieldy, but perhaps the idea was 
to give the impression of a grand aflair. 

The digniiaries came, they iiaw and 
they went back. Often, what they spoke 
in New Delhi wa.s prepared back home. 
Many did a ioi of homewoit. research 
and comparisions with other countries. 
Two professionals who came prepared 
to New Delhi were Stanley Fiseh« and 
Jeffrey Sachs — both formidable econo¬ 
mists and both believers in India’s future. 

Sianley Fischer, the deputy managing 
director of the International Monetory 
Fund (IMF), saw the main probiems of 
India as being the high bt^get deficit 
and inflation. He thought thai the budget 
deficit of 1995-96had been underestima¬ 
ted at 5.5 per cent, and would be higher. 



if ooe took into account the public bor* be done In the implemcniaiion of econo* 
rowings and the state deficiu. Such a mic reforms. 

high budget deficit was going to be infla- Harvard Professor Jeffrey Sachs 
tionary, and inflation was a regressive maintained that there wa.N an urgent 
UA on the poor. Inflation needed to be need in India for changing its labour 
curbed through strong action by the laws. Many countries, especially Japan. 
Reserve Bank of India Interest rales were afraid of coming to India because 
ought to be raised, and shon-tenn oftheabsenceoflabourlaws that helped 
money supf^y controlled. ^ hit* ^ell es fire empioyces. 

The IMF is indeed the international As compared with other countries this 
wticfidog for fiscal policy ^lerrMiorts of wa.s a big drawba:k. Stanley Fischer 
the develop! ng world. Hscher was mere- concurred, 
ly voicing common IMF fcan. But for 

one who is used to seeing shockingly Vheword has gone around the industri* 
high Inflation rales as currently pceval- I al countries’ markets, that India is fal- 
eni lo Turkey. Meuco. Russia and Icring In Its reforms process and receiv- 
Gilna. and stringent ausieriiy measures ing fresh setbacks with every electoral 
for shoring up resemrees. Fischer was defeat. This kind of message is hardly 
not too impreu^ by India's effons at welcome at a time when India is on the 
revenue collecikMi. More broad-based threshold of success and things seem 
taxes were needed. Though. India was achievable. The message however, 
on the right track, much more needed to could be endorsed by the visit of the US 


68 


tt0(fiAV9 












Though India has 
an abundance of 
cheap and skilled 
labour, many 
countries are 
afraid of coming 
to India because 
of the absence of 
labour laws 


treasurer Robert Rubio on 12 April. He 
is likely to give his verdict about India 
and its economy on his return home. 

The investors, both from home and 
atvoad. have to be convinced that India 
is a risk-free, fasi-^wing artd stable 
country. One may argue why should we 
bother about what foreigners think? 
Unfortunately, it is not possible any 
more to ignore what the wodd thinks, 
because India is iww linked to the world 
economy, and wiil have u> compete with 
others. No one, if not convicted of the 
hi^ rvlums for 
investment, is likely 
lo come to India. The 
repon card has to show a JkBS * 
high rate of growth, low pS 1 ^ 
inflation and availability |B 
of cheap and skilled wT a V|| 
labour w i th no has^ les. 

A high growth rate BRL 
requires a lot of sacrifice. 
and no country has V 

achieved It painleiu^ly. It 
is important, therefore. 
that there is a clear con* FT' ^ 
sensus among all poliii* 
cal parties about the refor* 
ms process and what it 
entails. The political will 
to undergo rapid change 
and implement the refer* 
ms is. there fore, a must. 

Secondly, it is import* 
ant to control the S|»ad 
of consumerism and 
encourage savings. 
wh Ich have shown a decii • 9 

ne in recent years. In her 
address in New Delhi, 

Mrs. Clinton warned of 
terrible tens! ons and stres* 
sea at a time of rapid ^ 

change and said how con* 
sumehsm will pul addi* WK 
tional demands on institu* 
tions ranging from the 
family to the government 
and how 'alienation spawreed by 
disaf^ntment with the promise of 
change is likely to increase*. Consumer¬ 
ism has to be kepi under control also to 
ovoid A Mexico-1 ik« situation where a 
free-flow of impevts led to the huge 
trade deficit and forced devaluation. 

To convince foreign investors that 
business can be done smoothly in India, 
massive investment is needed in infra* 
sliMdure. as our transport and power sec* 
tors are woefully inadequate. Opening 


them up is only part of the story as things 
do not and cannot happen overnight. 
The telccommunkaiions sector is ano* 
ther area requiring complete restructur¬ 
ing and privaiisaiion to enable it lO 
with the demands high industrial 
growth. We have so few tcl^ihones per 
person as compared with Asean 
countries, that no foreign and domesik: 
bu.vincss can possiMy find the present 
state of affairs eflkienl. 

If Sachs is to be believed, then the 
country's mam axset labour — is ooi 


cure. How soon should the new labour 
laws come and what safety nets can be 
provided to reduce the pain are the main 
questions. 


P rivatisation and restructuring of the 
public sector units will also have to 
he hastened so that they are not a drain 
on the rest nf the economy like in China. 
More deceniralisation and giving mana- 
gemeni control and ownership to the 
workers is a good idea for increasing 
accountability and cfllciency. 

B|B—t There will also have to 

MM ' be much simnget regula* 

tory frameworks every- 
Gf wlm and justice will 

*' have to be dispensed 

. quickly and effectively. 

Social sector invest- 
ment will have to c«)nii- 
nue wiih better targeting 


tJaysNw 8»nguou n t q^ih tuM »cpremi>n 



NEWSWATCH 



Independents’ day 


Vnaffiliaied candidates sweep the panchayat polls in Darjeeling 


h reigned supanm* in ihe 
hdls of Dnoecling for ulmosi u 
divaJe. Those who Jiired lodcty 
him wea* tneieitesNly eiushed. ;hc 
seenurin has changed dramaueiilly. AikK 
for ihe TnM Ume. Suhush Ghisingh. (he 
G<H‘kha NsidonuJ Liberal ion ('runi 
(GNLI') pasideni and chairman of the 
Darjeeling Corkha Hill Owiwil 
(DGHC'). IS realising ihui those who are 

now carry mg ihe banner __ 

of n.‘vol( ugainsi him can* 
not he wisited away. 

Moa* impoflantly. hts 
eall lolmyeoii the single* I 
tier panchayui elections ' 
irt the hills, held on 25 i 
and 26 Mar;’h. 1995. was 
bluntly Ignored. In fact, 
with nearly 65 per cent 
voters lining up in front 
of polling Stations, (he 
atmosphere was festive. 

Only the presence of 
grim*faccd securiiymcn 
reminded that all was not 
well. « 

In the tlnal tally. Inde* | 
pendents have managed ^ 
to romp home in 575 | 
seals, indicating that they ‘ 
are the ones who wilt cull 
the shots. The ruling Fi 

CPhMl has bagged .56 
seats, Congress six and ^ 

CPI one. According to hesdac 

one estimate, nearly 65 3tth€ 

per cent of the Indepen¬ 
dents are backed by the th6 Ill 
GNLK The CNLP sup- 
porters claim the figure to 
be around 80 per cent. **—' - 

According to K.B. Cheitri.ihc disirkt 
president of the Congress. "The combin¬ 
ed strength of the Congress and the 
CPU M)*hacked lndq)cndc(iis is much 
more than of those backed by the 
GNLF." 

Earlier. 112 candidaics. out of a total 
of 774. were elected unopposed Despite 
the fear of violence, the 4K*hi>urpolting 
was in general peaceful. Polling liMik 
place Idr 626 scats spread i>vcr K5 f:ntm 
pniutu4\vis in the three hill sub- 



headache. Having issued the cal iftv boy¬ 
cott and at the same time nut willing to 
yield ground u> ihc ruling CPItM). Ghi- 
singh hod little option but lo spcKtstv 
Independent candkblcs. In order to soho* 
luge the panchayals. the successful can¬ 
didates were expected U) resign. 

Signilicantl). the political haitic in 
I he hi ils is no Umger con Tined among 1 he 
CNLF. the CPItM) and the Congrevs. 
Inccn'«d hy Ghisingh's autocratic 


division.s of Daijcehng, Kur>«ong and ways and his stop-and-goaiiiiudetowar* 
Kalimpong on 25 March. “We wanted to ds panchayat elections and the legal sta* 
ensure ihiu no one was intimidated or lus of Daiyeeling. some DGHC councU 
slopped from eureising their franchise, lors have not only severed connections 
This lime we have achieved ihis ohjee- with the CNLF bui have also attempted 
live." said Ihe district magistrate of to revive the 52-year-old AkhiI Bharaii- 
Darjeeling. ya Gorkha League (ABGL) under the 

For Subash Chisingh. this single-tier leadership of Chilen Shc'pa. 
panchayat elect ions—firslof ilskindtn A one-time confidant of Ghisingh, 
the CiHiniry — have been a major Sherpa is hoping that (he ABGL 

.... . . -- 1 will emerge as a viable 

I political force in ilw hills. 
To sirengthcn its post- 
the Corkha 

ff Dcrruxtatic 1‘roni 

a ^ iGDFl. another iippoiieoi 

* of the GN LK has merged 

^ with the ABCL. 

^ 'a According lo Dr C.K. 

Suhhu, sec 11*1 aiy of the 
A ' ABGL. ‘This panchayat 
t w 4 ' elcciioii is a relcrcmlum 

* > /r agalnstChisIngh, hispt'li- 

^ tics of violence and the 

^ if gimmicks he resorts to 

• "It could he the turning 

I u point of ptilitics in the 

^ ^ hdls,' adds Chiten 

Shc^a. 

^ in the ABGL 

—I-claim that large num- 

r r i. L r'u* • I. *L • 1 *• berorCNLP-hackcdcan. 

For Subash Ghismgh, thesii^le^tier djdaics have uppri).ichcd 

panchayat elections have been a m«jor 
headache. Having issued the call for boycott and of resignation. The eptso- 
at the same lime not willing to yield ground to 

the ruling CP((M), Ghisingh had little option ed panchuyai ntembers 
but to sponsor Independent candidates kTS 

won 1 he pol 1 1 iciil hat lie. 

headache. Having issued the cal If^v hoy- At the moment, puiiiieal panics aa* 
coti and at the same time nut willing to making a beeline tor the Independent 
yield ground u> the ruling CPItM). Ghi- candidites. ’‘TTicre is likely to be a great 
singh hod little option but to spcKts^v deal orbe^e-trading", observes CfKliri. 
Indcp^dcntc^klalcvInoRtefloah.. ,.^1 . , 

l.|gc .hc^h.>a.yhc»uccc»sfulcun- ,a„j I9W,. ihe people in .he 

didnlc. were c.peclcdu. re.ign, ihemsHvcs iver lluiir 

^ , . ... . 1 . . ' PolUleal masters. But whether a new pur* 

S^mlKi.n. >. Ihe p..l.iicijl tank n. ,y will cnK-rse u.disl.Klte Ihe ONLH is 

*' nn.^-nqueslmn. . 

GNLF. the CPI(M) uihJ the Congrevs. ^ ^ 

lnccn'«d hy Ghisingh's autocratic Pn^nnf iMAn/Pw^— 
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No de n t made 

N.D. Tiwari andArjun Singh find no support in Andhra Pradesh 


T he much'touted 'Save the Coci' at best indifTcfeitt. the cpoe ai Hydenbad 
press' campaign in Andhra was positively hostile. So much so. (hat 
Pradesh lum^ out (o be a damp Conner AICC general secretary Satyana* 
squib and came as a rude jolt to its promo* cay an Rao sasd that the Andhn Pradesh 
ters. with its main objeciive ^ Rao' Congress Commntee had 
baiting — ending in (o^ failure. Both ed a dikiai against anending Arjun 
loyalists and dissidents in the AP Con* Singh\ meetings, 
gress shunned the campaign, and booed “How come Narasimha Rao has beco* 
and heckled its architects Atjun Singh me so much inieresied in the welfare of 
and N.D. Tiwah for ^double dealing' Congrcs&ineii in (be state whose fate he 
and 'backsiabbing'. 

The campaigners were 
in (rouble the moment 
they set foot oo Andhra 
soil and were shown 
black flags by demonstra¬ 
tors who shouted "Dtsh- 
dwhi go back" and kept 
them confined at the air¬ 
port lounge till they esca¬ 
ped through a rear exit. 

The popular mood was 
quite apparent and when 
Rao loyalists led by Con¬ 
gress Legislature Pony 
leader P. Jananihan 
Reddy dared them to take 
out processions, the cam¬ 
paigners wisely refused 
and stuck to safer ’Meet 
the Press' programmes in 
Vijaywada and 

Hyderabad. 

Interestingly. N.D. 

Tiwari was more vocal 

than Atjun Singh in his , i . • . . o. i jk t 

criticism of Rao and UwasquiteasoockforArjunSiii^aiurtbes 
accused the AICC pr^- Bhatinda and BbopalNo wooder.the bleak re 

dent of weakening the ,1. j a • i i 

party and sertung scores toc Vijayawada rally made some Arjun loyai 
aii^knoV^^^h^^eiwted "Where ait the promised leaders aod su| 

Cemgress leaders were 

made to resign their working ccunmit* igiK^ since the December Assembly 
tee mem berships. Instead of being a debacleT' he said. AijuQ Singh's men tri* 
decision-making body, the CWC is just cdio project themselves as 'irmocem vic- 
a group of lOO," be said. He even dared lims' of AICC high-handedness ar»d 
the hi^ command to expel him from the compared (heir mission to the late Indira 
party if attending the meetings of Arjun Gandhi's campaign against the Syndica- 
Sin^wasa'sin'. le. They harp^ on comipiion and the 

All this, however, didn' t cut much ice Congress government's ' reluctance’ to 
with CongressmcR in the state. The orga- probe the secuncies scam and the sugar 
nisers of the campaign were aghast at the scam. 

(umouu in Vijayawada and Hyderabad. But people sianed going out. leaving 
While the reception at Vijayawada was the rally »iie to a handful of poicemen 


former AICC general secretary Satyana- 
cayan Rao said that the Andhra Pradesh 
'Congress Committee had issu¬ 
ed a diktat against attending Arjun 
Singh'^ meetings. 

"How come Narasimha Rao has beco- 








at best indifTereot. the one ai Hyderabad and mediapersons. forci ng the exasperai* 
was positively hostile. So much so. (hat ed Arjun Singh and N.D. Tiwari to cut 


short their speeches. It was quite a shock 
for Aijun Smgh after the success of his 
rallies in Bhatinda and Bhopal, but quite 
in keeping with the popular mood. For 
only a day before. Rao loyalists led by 
former AP dqHity chief minister K. 



me so much inieresied in the welfare of Range tried to bum an effigy of Aijun 
Congressmen in (be state whose fate he Singh, who was saved the embanas- 

unent, thanks only to (he 
^mptiiude of some 
policemen. 

Narasimha Rao, who 
followed Aijun Singh to 
the state, spent iwo hours 
with Congressmen, 
addressed party function¬ 
aries. scolded the state 
leadership for its failure 
at the hustings and defen¬ 
ded the economic refor¬ 
ms. Moreover, he congra¬ 
tulated Congressmen in 
(he state on winning the 
civic polls without help 
from the top leadership. 
"This shows that at the 
grass roots the people are 
with the Congress." he 
said. 

The "Save the Con¬ 
gress" campaigners were 
put on the defensive; so 
much so (hat Aijun had to 

It was quite a shock for Arjun Singh after the success at ^ ^ wh 

Bhatin^ and BbopalNo wooder.tbe bleak mpoose to m feelings involved in 

the Vijayawada rally made some Arjun loyalists think ^ campaign 
aloud, "Where are the promised leadersand supporters?” 

dominated by P, Kum • 

igiK^ since the December Assembly aramangalam, N. Prabhii, M.L. 

debacleT'he said. AijuQ Singh's men tri' Fotedar, K.N. Singh, Chintamani 
ed to project ibemselves as 'irmocem vie- Paiugrahi, Jagmect Singh Brar and such 
lims' of AICC high-handedness ar»d leaders from E>elhi. with K.S. Rao and 
compared (fttir mission to the late Indira M, Siiyanarayan Rao being the only 
Gan^i's campaign against the Syndica- Andhra leaders around 
le. They harp^ on comipiion and the jvi.ii u 

Congress goimunenfs 'relucunce- co ^ ** 

proli the Jecuriues se«n «kI the sugar 

sciln ^ loyalists think aloud. Where are the pro- 

B.:, .-.t mised leaders and supporters'^ ' • 











BOOK 


<> I I M i I O l< I \ I (. h I 


A N EY EW TTNESS ACCO UNT 

T.N. Kau! 's book reveals liitle-known aspects of 
India's conlen^wrary history 


My Years Through Raj To 
Swaraj by T.N. Kaui. Published by 
Vika». Prico: At 12S (paperback}. Rs 300 
{hardback!. 


j jn fcljren«r»i. ba 
during his )ong 
years in service. 
T.N. Kaul (Tikky. 
(0 friends) has 
been most unlike 
his colleagues and 

_ contemporaries 

He joined the ICS. 
(he steel'frame of 
the British Raj. 
shortly before the second World Wv, 
but never shared (he stuffy aloofness of 
most other members of this heaven*bom 
service. Nor did he hide his nationalist 
views. 

Moving over to independent India's 
foreign service during its furmaiive 
yean under iawaharlai Nehru's inspir¬ 
ing leadership, he quickly acquired a 
radical, inde^ pro-communist, image. 




T.N. Kaul has shared with the reader his recollections 
of, and reflwrtions on, historic events which he either 
participated in or observed closely in India 


iM> o K s m < I I \ I n 


THE LlBRAnr S |.AT£ST 


DPihl la Not Far: Tha Beat Of R uaki n 
Bend. Published by Panpulrt. Pnee: Rs 
125. 

The Mus,soorie*ba»cd writer has chos* 
en to shun both bright lights and the 
big city as he burrows himself in litera¬ 
ry woiics in his sm^l cottage in the 
hills. 

Now 61. Bcmd continues to write 
both fiction as well as non-fiction for 
such journals as The Chrisfiun Science 
Mon iter This i % a compi lation of four 
decades of prose and poetry and inclu- 


DELHI 
IS NOT FAR 

' » e * 

RUSKINBOND 

' . V.-' s,’' 



iks an unpublished novella. Oeihi Is 
Nfti Far. 


Umca Book Of Rpcortfa 1M5 adltod by 
Viipysi Ghoso. Publiahad by Bdteo 
Foods. Rrieo:Raa2S. 

If you' ve al ways wondered what the 
highest-aliitude helicopter landing is 
or which was the longest-running com- 
mcmary ever on radio, then here's the 
book for you. 

The pe^le chapter is based on K.S. 
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Postings in Moscow and . Uplo now the gcncul 

Beijing Helped this pro* '»f 

cess. Bui ihisdid not prev- M ^ evidence, is iKat Zuink.iir 

eni him from pursuing B ■ U Ali Bhuuo had pfoniiscd 

Indian interests in ton' lo accept die Line ot Con¬ 
don (where he was depu* irol in Jammu and Kash- 

ty and later acting high ■mV mir hut later reneged <m 

commissioner) and Paris. ■ this ‘gentlemanly' proini- 

Hc did so with charaetc- _ se, Kaul's acxount calls 

ristic exuberance. Even P»C. AI#XArtd#r. PubUfthad Into question this ihcxtry. 

more remarkably, after by Somalya. Prtc«; Rt 300 According u> him neither 

reiiri ng «ls fore ign secreia* • Hollywood KMb by Indira Garxlhi nor Bhutto 

10 the cither 

ful and popular ambas- |jy Rupc Prter ftl tOO. physical 

sador to Washington. parameters of a possible 

This was soon after ihe ♦ Th# lUktara ha/1MOW7 ^ ^nal seHicmcnt’ . In any 
war for the liberation of JoytChrttwJI. PubMtbed case, he adds, Bhutto was 

Bangladesh and the noto- ^ by Cambridg*UohrMity a -laciician rather ihiin a 

rious Nixcm-Ki.s.dnger 900KM, KTIC*: «• P ri—, PrtCO: ftsSSO. strategist and gave up the 

‘tilt’. But, as Henry KIs* long-term benefit lor h 

.s i ngcr said Juri ng hi s rec • • tTwhin An IntblWto ^hon -term gai n". 

ent visit io New Delhi, as ♦ Nothing LMti FOTOVOr OtoniblfK OuuiliJtii 

secretary of stale, he din- by Sidney Sheldoa KuttV f^kihed bv l^okhuran 

cd with Tikky oftener Publithed by RuM Pfioe: knnLk Prin**oJMn underground explosion 

(hiinai any iHhcrembassy RglOO. rsw**n.ri».n»«v. 

inWashmpion. > or Th> iiir..i ambassudw u> ibc US 

Ins all Ibe more weleo- , ^niaU Q^trmuAla hu • wnOCMW Of Tl>e Mind vvhere all bell hnikc 

me ll«r«rorc that T.N. He lough, back 

Kaul. once again in sharp ^ Publlth#d by Oxford India's critics vigorously 

contrast to his latiiurn UnkvOftIty Prm. PriOO: R» and •chullengar ihc 

colleagues. ha.s written rilCO:RlB6. 42 $. nuclear weapon powers 

cxtcnNivcIy about his life to join India's unilateral 

and limes and shared • TboChafnborby John • ContfOl Yo&ir Oootlny declaration that it would 

with (he reader his rccol- Qdfhnm. PubUth^ by Or fiomnon* EIm Will fav nuclear energy for 

Icciions ol, and reilcc- Rupa. Prioot Ro 120. HoolM HohvondS peaceful purp.>scs t«ly. 

lions on, histone events _ . This did no. stop the 

which he either particiiw- immediate suspension of 

ed in Of witnessed from , u il^ >»'<* ‘his 

close s|uariers. Kighl ol • PonloOf Oomocrocyby Prico. $27. country. 

his IXHiks having appear- frhaiofn^aMMlrsaifwOiMeooiww^lwy.CWulV Back home Tikky 

cd during the last |wi> 'pleaded with Mrs 

decades, the one under A%\het\i\e,kfyYeanThnHighfi<tjTo Gandhi to continue the underground 
review is his ninih Tikky says it is also Swaraj su^sts. the hinik was planned tests 'i\ Oiina had done, the West had 

his last. This is his only statement that I as some kind a summing up. And done the worst they cviuld against us. 

herein lies the cause of one of the two o( Whal else could they do? What did wc 

its main weaknesses. All too often Kaul fear? Mrs Gandhi smiled her niNcniiitble 

refers the reader to some of his earlier smile and said India's economic siiuu- 

book or the other while he ought to have l ion was boU, Wc could keep < kii opt ions 

included in Ihe present wtwi a succinct open but not go in nuclear bombs" 
Singh s verfummous onirw trbes siaicmem of whatever he warned to say, "Maybe she was right in the circum- 
andcomraumiJCs oflndiaMdlhis Secondly, for reaMws diflWult to stances.' Kaul goes on. “But l still feel 

alone makes the book worth buy i ng. fathom, the auihtir seems to have been i n that she was wriHig." Whatever has hap - 

^ undue haste to finish this Ixiok. There piincd since dien. especially ihc rclcni- 

or TMeaphwrtOM: can be no other cxplaruuion for several less pressure that the LIS is hrincine to 

hr^r «, ISI. country over ,hv vexed 

* he had intimate knowledge that have nuclear issue, confirms Tikky and cun- 

Gopa Majumdar's English translation crept in. But let me not go on in this vein, fuies the laic Prime Minister. Sadly, it is 
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• Hollywood KMt by 
JocUo CoHIno. Pubtitfwd 
by Rupo. Prior Ri tOO. 

• Tho RoMoro by HorokI 
Robbins. PubUobod by 
Pockst Bodes. Pries: Rs 
100 . 

• Nothing Lasts Foroysr 
by Stjnsy Shsidoa 
Pudishsd by Rups. Prtos: 
RslOO. 

• SmsH Bstroysis by 
Shobhs Ds. PubKshsd by 
UnttsdBookSsasri. 
Pries: Rs 66. 

• Tbs Chsfflbsr by John 
Qrithwn. PubUshsdby 
Rupa. Priest Rs 120. 


NON ncrioN 


• PsrIltOf Dsmocrscyby 


P-C. Alsxsndsr. Publlshod 
by Sorndys. Prtco; Rs 300. 

• Bsngd DtvMsd: HMu 
CommunsllsmAnd 
Psrtnion->1632*m7 
Joys Chstts^l. Pubhthed 
by Csmbrldos Udvsrsity 
Prsss. Pries: Rs 350. 

• Ssshan: An Intbnsis 
Btory by K. Qc^ndsn 
Kutty. Pubfkshod by 
Konork. Prtos: Rs &0. 

• ShodowsOfThsMInd 
byRoQsrPsnross. 
Publlshsd by Oxford 
iWvsfstty P rs ss . Prtos: Rs 
423. 

« Contfol Yo&ir Osstiny 
Or Somsons EIss WHI by 
HoslM.T)ohysndS. 
Shsrmsn. PubUshsdby 
Currsney DotAlsdsy. 
Pries: $27. 


fTha tofn^aMMla^aitu Oeloru BooMeiwOaatry. CWciav 


Singh‘x verfuminous work on the tribes 
and communities of India and this 
alone makes the book worth buying. 

Tha My ttary Of Th# Elaphant God: 
hlera Advarrturta Of faluda by Satyi^d 
nay. PuMianad Oy Panguin. Poca: Ra12S. 


Gopa Majumdar's English translation 
of three crime and mystery novellas, 
featuring Satyajit Ray's super sleuth 
Feluda, maJies the master writer access- 
ibte to Q host of people who don' i 
speak Bengali. 


For. none of the book's ^uw^ can 
detract from the overriding merit of the 
light that Kaul has thrown on some of 
the crucial chapter\ of the country's con- 
temporary history. 


tion was boU, Wc could keep <kii options 
open but nut go in nuclear bombs " 
"Maybe she wus right ir| the circum¬ 
stances.' Kaul goes on. "But I still feci 
that she was wrtMig.' Whatever has hap¬ 
pened since dien. especially the relent¬ 
less pressure that ihc LIS is bringing to 

hear on ibis country over ihv vexed 

nucJcur issue, confirms Tikky and con¬ 
futes the late Prime Minister. Sadly, it is 
doubtful if the right lessons have been 
learnt even today. * 


AtDmwrMaorwith 7h§Tim9$0fin<ft^, inUar 
Maihocra <s a wtii-known eo^wnamafor on lor aign 
attitfsandwmts a tapgtar cetumn lor Sonuav 






SUNDAY SPORTS 


A clean sweep 


But there's no reason to gloat over India's Davis Cup win over Philippines 


am saiisncd* U whut non- 
playing captain Jaidecp Muk- 
hcfjeu vaid after India swept 
past Philippines to enter the play-off 
round of (he Davi** Cup. But the hoviv' 
performance at the National Sports Club 
of India in New Delhi was anything but 
inspiring ' 

India won 5*0. losing only one set in 
the entire tie and thal, tcH). in the 
doubles. On the laceofii. a very comfort¬ 
able victory. But. considering the oppo¬ 
sition — which wax modest, at best — it 
wax not an emetic win. . 

While this is cause for | 
concern ax far as Mahcsh | 

Bhupaihy is concerned, n 
Leander Paes* performan- * 
ce can be eapluined. The 
ATP 121-nnked player 
has always matched his 
performance to the oppo¬ 
sition he was facing. 

Mahesh Bhupathy will 
have to improve conside¬ 
rably before he could act 
as the ideal foil to Lean* 
der. His inclusion in the 
Indian squad, in place of 
Zeeshan Alt, had caused 
a furore in tennis circles, 
especially as he was not 
even played. And this, 
despite the fact that Zee¬ 
shan had travelled all the 
way back from the 
United Stales Just to be 
present for the selection 
process. 

Bhupadty was taken into the squad, 
but did not play. And when South Africa 
pulverised India at the Jai Club complex 
in Jaipur last September, It became i^ipa- 
rent (hat Bhupathy would get his lickei 
when India started its long Jourmy hack 
to the world group from Kebmary IV95. 

It also effectively sealed Zeeshan 
Ali’s fate. His father, former Davis Cup¬ 
per and India coach Akhtar All, ha.s per¬ 
haps realised (his. 'Zeeshan is a profes* 
sional,' he said, "and he has to keep 
playing.Rightrtow. he is quite comforta¬ 
bly placed and is doing well on the satel¬ 
lite circuit." Akhur would not go into 
the meriu of selection, but felt that his 


S4H1 was always icaJy to play for the 
cHwntry. 

"Lasi time, dates on the Indian c ircuit 
were changed so frequenilv lhal Tee- 
shan couldn' t stay on fori he naiUmals. I f 
(he All India Tennis AsMKialkincan fix 
dates in advance — and idHde by its 
announcement Zeeshan will certain¬ 
ly play IfhcdocN well. Vm sure he will 
Ik cimvidercd for the Davis Cup squad 
again." said Akhtar Air. 

Bui. hack to Bhupaihy, the US-bused 
entrant who had lost a singles in a ''dead* 



Though India w(m 5-0, the hosts' 
paformance against Philippines 
was anything but inspiring. And 
Mahe^ Bhupathy (above) will 
have to improve con^eraUy 


rubber against Hoog Kong's Thorsten 
Pocizl. There was ou excuse for this 
defeat despite the fact ihat India had 
already won the tie at the South Club in 
Calcuiu. 

The fact was that Bhupathy was very 


idow on court — and very erraiic. 
AUtuMigh he displayed a much better 
approach io ihe game «md sent down 
some really scorching serves in both the 
singles of the tic against Philippmes. it 
was apparent that his speed on court had 
not increased. And this comment, com* 
ing from Ramesh Knshnan ^ a veteran 
ol 50 Davis Cup rubbers played over 12 
years -> emries enough wctghi for ihe 
Indian selectors and non-playing cap¬ 
tain (0 ponder over. 

A lot of luck will be needed for India 
(0 make ii ro (he world group, because 
(he play-ofTs (o determine the eighi new 
entrants feature a host of great tennis- 
playing nations. 

India had the worst of ihc draw in 
1W when it drew the USA in the first- 
round tie The slide back to the quail tiers 
was a foregone ctHiclusion when the 
likes of Jim Courier. Todd Martin and 
Patrick McEnroe descended on the 
Delhi Tennis Association court. 

Worse was to follow because there 
wax no cushion in ihe world group 
which would have come had India gone 
on to at least the second round. The draw 
of lots found India facing South Africa 
in (he world group qualifiers in Septem¬ 
ber last. Wayne Ferreira, Grant Stafford. 
Marcos Ondruska and Piei Norval were 
juM loogood for (be home team. 

The sheer magic (hat had seen India 
gec pas( England in December 1992 and 
then scalp Swi(yerland and Prance in ’93 
to reach the semifinals, was Just not 
there. It couldn’t be produced despite 
tbebrimandflreof Leiuider Paes. simp¬ 
ly because dte steadying influence of the 
Ramesh Krishnan touch was rtm ihere. 

The road to the tr^ wi 11 now be traver¬ 
sed by Paes and Bhupathy. with Gaurav 
Natekar in the doubles. The iauer. who 
will turn professkmal soon, will have to 
gain both speed and experience quickly 

— at least before India faces the next 
o^>onents. 

Although reaching the qualtfiers in 
itself means being among (he best 32 
lennii'playing natiems in a field of 109. 
the goal will always be the world group 

— an el ite band of the best 16 nations i n 
the world, a 
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he first thing 
that Hindi 
actresses 
do when they 
sign up for 
sundry south 
Indian nwvies is pul on mas¬ 
ses of weight, Khushboo, 
Tabu and Naghma have all 
been caseN in point; and even 
(he svelte Manisha Koirala 
was asked to add some kilos 
to her slim frame by Mam 
Ratnam before he began 
shooting for^om^y. 

Bui whal happens when 
these plcasanily plump speci¬ 
mens of womanhood want lo 
get back imo Hindi cinema? 
Why. they have lo go on 
cra.dt diets, of coutnc, just as 
Naghma did recently with 
uma/ing rcsulis. The new 
improved slim-linc version 
is sure to make Chimpoo's 
heart heal 1 aster, even if it 
doesn ’l give tltc Muriel a new 
lease of life in BoNywiMxJ. 


II U well in 
the J)hillon- 
^■l^^lhakeria 
household 
again. PiW 
nam, who had 
walked out un her husband 
and moved hack in with her 
rmilher in Chandigarh, along 
with young son and tivis of 
baggage, is buck m the mari¬ 
tal home. And both she and 
Ashok swear that all is well 
with their mamage. 

Gossips, however, have it 



that Ashok had been having 
a ndlicking affair with Anu 
AggarwaJ. and that's what 
led Poomun ici stage (hal 
somewhat theatrical walk¬ 
out. A stunned Ashok soon 
saw the light, took (he ncKt 
flight out to Chandigarh otkI 
peruiaded PtKmam lo emne 
hack home, after promising 
on everything he held dear 
that he would kc^ to the 
straight and narrow. 

Let's see how long he 
keeps his resolulion. 





obby ]>t)l 
rnay not have 
a 

release to 
credil as yet. 
but he slill 
manages to make regular 
appearances in every gossip 
column of note. The latest on 
the youngest Deol is that he 
has calked off hi« engage¬ 
ment to die young, sweet, 
innncenl Sikh girl his 
parents had found for him in 
the US of A. 

No. he's nut going hock lo 
Pooja Bhatl; she's safely 
ensconced in Sohail Khan's 
brawny embrace. And Nee- 
lam Koihari. his first girl¬ 
friend, is not taking him 
hack, cilher. It's jusi (hat 
Bobby has finally decided 
thai it's time he left the girls 
alone and ctMtcenirated on 
his career. And (he change of 
heart could mm have come 


sooner. 


KAlWMAIUPOCM 
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he lovely 
Lok) has final¬ 
ly come clean 
about her 
involvement 
wiih Akshaye 
Khanna, (he younger srat of 
sometime heamhroh Vinod 
Khanru. The (wo youngsiers 
had been spotted painting 
(he (own red on seve^ occa- 
SKHU. bu( Karisma had 
always refused to confinn 
the repom (hat had it (hat 
I (hey were dating. 


The^ days, however, she 
coyb' admits that she has 
been seeing Akshayc, but 
no, (here's nothing serious 
between (hem. And she has 
no intention of getting mar¬ 
ried for another five-six 
years at the least; until then, 
she intends to concentrate on 
her career. 

Yes, yes, we know that 
we've all heard this before. 
But something tellv us that 
(his young lady means every 
word of it. • 
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SyotiA- 

nmA in 

tkoi A^iiOxn^A. 


Bu&snMk Suncbird hrinf^t you 
Miuf and pointed analys 'tx. 
Crafted by the most potiished writers 
in the et hettms of husiness Journalsm. 




fi 


Up, 


ftu&n#. tKun 500 


Our writers are urtafruitl 
u> take a tuujth stand on issues. 

For behind them, atwuyx. Is the sfrenfith 
and inirxrtty of the paper. 


fRnl4l> Upi 

(uJU«n^ ifuuini 


t4>' u^'Ulin 




Buviness Siandurd x editorial charuvter 
embodies btddnexs. Wr;A a flourish 
of first stories unparalleled in the industry. 




uA44liat^ 


Business SlafxlardS range of 
refined ctdourfeatures includes IIk 5lrulcgi«» 
The Smart Investor, The Money Manager. 
Style oAJTbe BS Keadct. 

Masierfui wriimg on every area 
of reader tmerest. 


Business Standard 


Vpnnoiiseutt’ i' k » • i r 
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HECK HIS MATE OUT 



VkhwMathan AiMBd: 


Praise 

THE LORD 


l( might not 
be to the oily 
of Dangtilore what the 
Sluttie of Liherly is to the 
Big Apple. But (he 
65'foot high statue of 
Lord Shiva—in solid 
concrete with marble 

paste—has certainly 
heai||r ihe Silicon city's 
new laAdmflt. 

(tufeed, located as it is 
on airport road, planes 
cad before 
8 fantastic 


Visbwanath- 
an Anand 

has ooce again made the 
right moves to defeat 
American Kamsky 
iotbe PrerfessknaJ Owss 
Association Candidates* 
final series in Las Palmas. 

And with that the 
IS-ytar-old chess 
proAgy has moved up lo 
face the greatest 
challenge of them all: the 
right to play Gary 
Kasparov for the world 
tide. 

”lhit him(Kamsky) 
hard. He had trouMe with 
every black," Anand. who 
seemed lobe in great 
nick, said soon afie? his 
victofy. 

This has naturally 
raised expectations back 
homo as Amind becomes 
the first Asian to 
challenge reigning 
champion Kasparov. 

Even iNiugh Anand is 
decidedly the underdog as 
betakes on the challenge 
in Cologne later this year, 
his fans are already 
smelling success. 


I 




UTOF 
TUNE 


AtT-series. 
it is one big 

family. 

We all know Anuradha 
Paudwal is 
pait-and'parcel of 
Culshan Kumar's music 
company, so it was only a 
mancr of lime before her 
daughter. Kaviia, joined 
in. She makes her 
debut as a singer with 
Haiyya. 

But trust Gulshan 
Kumar. Most of the songs 
fail 10 annisc any interest 
as they sound like rip-offs 
from popular numbers. 
(Even the title song—the 
highlight of the album -• 
sung Mtio by Kavita is set 
to the lunc of Hutnma. 
Hamma from Btimhay.) 

Anuradha Paudwal*s 
fans insist there is no 
muquhUi between mother 
and daughter—-even 
ihtnjgh Kaviia shows 
some promise. But then. 


view (»f the mi Iky-white 
Mniciurc. The Shiv 
Mandir has also become, 
in Just a few weeks, a 
popular site. 

And this i.s not Kavi 
Mel wani's only 
contribution to 
Bangalore: his Kid's 
Kemp is already 
something of a tourist 
allraction. 

But Mel wan I is quick 
lo rebut the charge that 
this is just another 
promotional stunt for his 
shop, "I am only returning 
to God .something from 
the success that Ke*s 
given us." he says. 














AlWfa«M (iMMth 

tovtta oa Om c*v«f or 
Halfym f wWi o>otto»» 

there arc chose who ore 
even more uncharitable: 
(heonly thln^ altracirve 
about the album, they say, 
is the singer on the cover. 


We cannot 
say whether 
Sai Baba International 
invoiced any supemtiural 
powers to swing it, but 
Mtihashtikii will soon be 
on air—much to the 
discomfiture of Juhi 
Chawli. 

Juhi had thrown a fit 
when the producers of a 
feature film, in which she 
had acted in a lead role, 
decided to turn it into a 
teleserial. She argued that 
this would damage her 
reputathm as the "hottest 
star' of Bollywood and 
moved court. 

But now that a division 
bench of the Delhi High 
Court has finally lifted the 
restraint order and 
allowed the telecast of the 
serial. Juhi has reason to 
feel upset. 

Or docs she? 

With the movie that she 
was hanking on. 
G^ntUmon, bombing at 
the bo:c •office perhaps 
Juhi should he grateful for 
whatever publicity she 
can get—even if ii*s on 
the small screen. 


MALL-SCREEN TEST 



Getting 

INTO THE 
ACT 


Mahesh 
SmBBr Dattani. 

B angaiore-ba.sed 
playwright and director. 
ha.s received yet another 
call to fame. 

Alien Nause. director 
of the prestigious Artists' 
Repertory Theatre in 
Portland, Oregon, has 
cast him in the lead rule in 
The Perfect Canesk 
The Dattani-Kause 



connection goes hack a 
long way. In 1991, Nausc 
had directed a play for 
Dattani *s theatre group 
Playpen. Dattani had 
given up acting by then, 
but when one of the acf<x? 
drof^Kd out at the last 
minjte. he promptly 
filled in the gap. 

Nausc. obviously, 
liked what he saw for he 
has now invited Dattani tc 
playGanesh in his 
latest venture to be staged 
in Pr^land siM>n. 

It remains to be seen 
whether Dattani can live 
up to his role. • 

















Hi 


there, 





I’m 


Hillary 



The caririfi. sharing 
First Lady in India 




he did all ihe right 
things. 

America’s First 


I^ady spent the 
better part of her 
threC'day visit here cuddling 
ttxldlers at an orphanage and 
visiting a school for slum 
children. 

She even said aJI the 
appropriate things. When she 
was not cooing ecstatically 
about this '’ancient and 
wonderful country", she was 
either holding forth on 
women's rights at a special 
function organised at the Rajiv 
Gandhi Foundation (RGF) or 
discussing (he status of women 



4 . 

% 


with the Prime Minister in an 
unprecedented hour-long 
discussiem. 

Even dau^ter Chelsea did 
all she could to further ties 
betweert the two countries. At 
Prayaas. a school for slum 




\ 
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children, she adopted two 
‘brothers’ by tying rakhis on 
their wrists. 

Security guards with 
Ray>Ban darkglasses, the 
Cadillac limousine with a 
Wa.shington DC numberplate 











and cans of diet Coca'<!o!a 
notwithi;tandmg, it seems the 
(WO ladies from the White 
House were here strictly on 
business i.e. the business of 
promoting Indo-American 
goodwill. Unlike Jacqueline 
Kennedy's visit nearly 30 years 
ago, (his First Lady 
concentrated more on social 
work rather than pure 
socialising. Mother Teresa's 
Home for the MisKionaries of 
Charity was promised 20 beds 
and a building in Washington. 

Later at the RGF. Hillary 
also announced that India 
would be (he first beneficiary of 
the IO()-milli<m'dollur US aid 
package for women and 


children announced in 
Copenhagen recently. 

A nd although the First Lady 
followed protocol and met 
both the President and the 
Prime Minister, a private 
meeting with Sonia Gandhi 
could not be arranged. At first it 
was decided that the (wo would 
meet after the function at RGF. 
But .securitymen on both side.H 
got into an argument as to 
whose motorcade should leave 
the venue first. Sonia's men 
thought it was only proper that 
the hostess leave first so that 
she could be at home to receive 
the visitor. But the Yanks in the 
light-coloured suits thought 
otherwise. 


Then it was decided that the 
two could meet before the 
function, in a separate nxym at 
the RGF. But investigations 
proved that a separate room 
would also mean a separate 
floor, and that would entail 
more security measures. So, 
first due to a possible breach of 
protocol, and then from a fear of 
security, a meeting that had 
been taken more or less for 
granted, did not happen. 

But for Indians who were 
expecting a hard‘no.sed First 
Lady who power-dressed in 
padded shoulders, Hillary 
came across as a pleasant 
surprise. Hven Robin Raphael 
had to content herself with 
playing Tenzing to Hillary. 
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So popular was 
MrsCUnlon that 
her speech at the 
RGF drew more 
numbers than the 
organisers had 
bargained for. The 
700‘Seal 
auditorium was 
packed an hour 
before the 
scheduled time, so 
that the rest of the 
1,500 invitees had 
to contend with 
watching 
closed-curcuit 
monitors on the 
verandah outside. 

In desperation, the 
Foundation gates 
had to be shut and a 
'House Fuir sign 
put up. 

I nside, Hiltary 
drew further 
applause by reading 
out a poem 
presented to her by 
Anasuya Sengupia, 
a third-year student 
ofl^dy Sri Ram 
College. Although 
the young poetess 
was touched by the 
gCvSture, she was not 
all that impressed 
with Hillary's 
speech CHI women’s 
rights, thinking it to 
healictleioosoft’ 
—a reading of Mrs 
Clinton which her 
fellow Americans 
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may find a bit hard to swallow. 

The visk is part of a White 
House strategy to soften Mrs 
Clinton’s image, so Ms 
Sengupla’s comments should 
please Washington’s spin 
doctors. Concerned about jokes 
featuring ‘the President of the 
United States and her husband’, 
the Clinton administration 
wanted to use the trip to project 
Hillary as a caring, sharing kind 
of person. 


IUMA«V» .1ft 


At the RGFt Hillary 
announced that India 
would be the first 
beneficiary of a 
lOO-milUoD’dollar US aid 
package for women and 
children 

In that, at least, they 
succeeded. Her wardrobe 
echoed her husband’s f^led 
Donna Karan suits, she took 
trouble over her appearance and 


PHOTOORAPHS' JITENOER OOPTA 


while she was a great hit on the 
NGO circuit, she was also 
polite and chaiming with less 
committed persons. Even 
Narasimha Pao was pleased 
enough to have an extended 
one- to -one meeting with her. 
keeping lunch guests waiting. 

By the lime she left, most 
Indians had concluded that she 
wasn’t Jackie Kennedy. But she 
wasn't Robin Raphael either. • 






COKTROVERSY 


BARE AND UNFAIR 


Computer graphics present a model in less than she bargainedfor 


S berie Meher*H<Mnji wai( topless 
when she po&ed for photographs 
for an advertisement for Bare 
Necessities jeans, hut she certainly had 
on her panties. Bearing witness to the 
fact are photographer Sumeet Chopra 
and about 25 people, including the male 
model* for the ad. A/jun ftamphal. who 
had assembled for (he shoot at the Fam' 
<>us Studio in central Bombay (wo 
months agoTbe photographs were taken 
showing her lying face 
down. Of with her arms 
croued over her bare 
“After (he shoot." 
says Chopra, “we saw all 
thepolaroids". 

Two months later, on 
22 March. Chopra uw 
the ad pulls. Ms Mehcr* 

Homjrs panties were 
gone. By this time, the 
ads had also g<me into 
one lakh copies of 
Stardust already des* 
patched fur circulation. 

Chopra says he called 
Mcher-Homji over at 
once and showed her the 
pulls. The incensed 
model confronted the 
agency. Infinity Adverti* 
sing. Apparently, the 
agency was apologetic 


lechrtology had rid the model of more 
than Just to blemishes. 


Meto'Homji has since arrived at a 
scttlemeni with Infinity Advertising 
through to lawyer Mahesh JethmaJani. 
The agency has withdrawn the advertise* 
mem and also agreed (o pay the model 
damages for the 5/ardif>r copies already 
in circuhtfion. 

Magna Publishing, to which SicrdtL^t 
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MoMSherie 
Meher*Hoiiiji 
(abovBtandtiM 
Bot NacataSm 
iaantadr Computer 
technology was 
used to strip her 
nude 


but said that it was helpless to do 
anything about it. Homji (hen went (o a 
newspaper with the story, saying that 
the agency must have used computer gra¬ 
vies to strip her in the photographs. 

Computer gravies is indeed being 
used to touch up flesh tones in ad photo¬ 
graphy, but this was an instance where 


belongs, pulled out the sia-page ad from 
the rest of the magazine copies. "We pul¬ 
led out the Bare Necessities ad and this 
cual us Rs 5 lakh.* says an executive. 
"At Stardust, we believe an agreement 
should be respected.* 

Meto'Homji is not talking any more. 
"She is possibly tired of repeating the 


same old story,*' says to fiance Rashid 
Billimoria. a city-b^d businessman. 

And the agency is not talking much 
either. Says its chief executive. Ananda 
Rajadhyaksha: “Wc have arrived at an 
amicable understanding, and one of the 
ctmditicns is that we do not talk about 
it." The director of Pantaloon Fashions, 
Kishore Biyani, whose brand Bare 
Necessities is. says, “We saw the un 
pulls and passed ilKTn. Ot' course. 

I we did not know whai 
har^ned between the 
agency and (he model. It 
is taken for granted that 
the (biographer and the 
tiu«dei must have been 
bnefed." 

Can the industry take 
action against the agen¬ 
cy? Says the Advertising 
Standards Council of 
India. “If a consumer or 
anybody cKe sees an ad 
and complains uboiil it. 
(hen wc can forward it to 
the consurrser complaint.s 
council after cortsidera- 
tion,“ says a spokesper¬ 
son. The Advertising 
Agencies Association of 
India, loo, is not sure it 
can act unless sorzKonc 
makes a direct complaint 
toil. 


Whatever it ix. modei.<v are now goinj 
to he much more careful. This sort o 
breach of trust in the advertising Indus 
try is not very common, they say, but \ 
lot of assignments are undertaken oi 
trust alone arsd that situation ma^ 
change. Says Malavika Singh, the laies 
KamaSutra condom model: “This ha 
really brc^cn the trust that exists bet 
ween models and agencies." 

"We sign a general contract." say: 
Malavika Arora, who modelled in tbt 
controversial MR Coffee ad. “We oka; 
the tran^tarendes. but it is not necessari 
ly that one gets lo see or ask to see (hi 
final ad.“ 

Clearly, all that's going to changi 
now. say modela, and the days of Jh 
general contract may therefore soon b< 
over. ♦ 






TV REVIEW 


SHUBHRAOUPTA 


The big night 


The Oscars, live and in repeat shows, dominated the week 


On her ch^ show 
(new on STAR Plus, 
TTjursday, 9.30 pm) 
■ Nikki Bedj. s.k.a. the 
wife of Kabir Bed), 
was a revelation. 

Her blonde curls 
and angrfzi accent have been deployed 
hitherto solely to depict spoilt misery 
babes in the kind of .'terials in which 
Tom Alter plays an enlightened Rnglikh* 
man, and patriotic I ndians go about wav* 
ing the flag. 

Last week, she showed up on a taste¬ 
ful set in sheer black, arm^ with bus* 
band, and some very engaging chat. 

The choice of Mr Bedi 
as a surprise fini guest, 
was a bit of a let*down. 

Spouses may be gentlem¬ 
en and beautiful interna¬ 
tional Indians (Nikki's 
words), but (he faiiuliari- 
ly between husbands and 
wives becurrws onerous 
it it's on formal public 
display. 

She was much better 
with the other intemation- 
aJ Indian gticsi Madhu 
Sapre, who was introduc¬ 
ed as the girl who didn't 
make schmaltzy spee¬ 
ches to win the Miss 
Universe title. (Oops, is 
Sushmita Sen Listening?) 

Sapre said sweet 
things about lover Milind 
Soman, another very 
international Indian. She 
also said nice things 
abou t other models. 

Wkki Tonight is all M 
to give you more of the 
same if you like people 
who »eera to live their 
lives in celetvity columns. 

The first episode is 
indication enough (hat 
we have finally found a 
TV hostess who can hold 
more than her own with 
the celebs featured on the 


show. The questions are sharp and focus¬ 
sed. but the (one is easy (this is not an 
inquisition, she .says, blue eyes alight), 
and thecbai that comes out has the poten¬ 
tial to be a liiUe different from (he tripe 
that celeb showcases are inRicted with. 

In a later episode you will see Nikki 
hand over a kettle to maestro Zakir Hus¬ 
sain to use a.s a tabla. and you will hear 
the ust4uni say; what is this, a phallic 
instrument? 

He will then proceed to thrum (he oM 
aluminium kc^ like a peivus.sion 
instrument. 

Look out for Shobha De. who 
appears with Mahesh Bhatt, and who 



lets loose with talk typical of the lady. 

Men have (heir usee, and they have 
their place, but I prefer a woman every 
which way. 1 can figure out a man. a 
stranger, in iwo-ind-a-half weeks, but a 
woman can take a lifetime... 

The serial Ms De has conceived and 
written certainly promises to last a lifeti¬ 
me as it has been promised over 300 
episodes, 

S^vabhimaon (DDl. 3.30 pm} comes 
on daily, and is about wealth, pelf, and 
power. Very Shobha De. in fact. It has 
Mahesh Bhatt for its director, which 
means, essentially, that several underl¬ 
ings do the job and Bhatt gets top bill¬ 
ings in (he credits 
De and Bhatt appeared 
on (he national network a 
day before the serial 
began and told us all 
about how it concerned 
today's people. 

Strange then, how the 
phones people used in on 
early episodes looked 
like (be ones that were in 
UK in the Seventies, 

The biggest show of 
(hem all last week was 
(he Oscars live and repeat 
telecast on Dotvdarahun. 
and several repeals on the 
STAR Plus’ movie chan¬ 
nel. It was as flawless as 
ever escepi for a host 
who missing his 
comic stride. 

Everyone thanked 
their parses and spouses, 
said the politically cor- 
. 2 ct things and cried. So 


Emyooe did the expected thiog the id^t the 
Acadony Awards were givoi oat. Two4imes 
winow Tub HaiAs even cried 

did Tom Hanks. who pull¬ 
ed off the stunning coup 
ol winning the top award 
back to b^k. two years 
running. • 


J 
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VOANGAOHAR 



Bombay ites find It hard to see how the Shiv Sena could he worse for them 

than the Congress 


week. Sunday 
figured prominently 
in the proceedings 
d>e Maharashtra state 
legislative A&semMy. 
Congress* rnembcrs. 
led hy former chief 
minister Shared Pawar. read out extracts 
from VirSanghvi*s interview with Shiv 
Sena chief Balaaaheb Thackeray, where 
he stated he was going through certain 
official files before taking decisions on 
the issues concerned. The Congress 
members accused the Shiv Sena chief of 
functioning as an eiira-constiiuiional 
authority. 

Fortunately or unfortunately. Thacke¬ 
ray will continue to make news in the 
days to come. It is in this perspective one 
has to appreciate Vir Sanghvi's *No 


worse than Pawar'. (Countfrpoini, 
Sunday, 26 March » I April). The 
»ame issue also featured Muni Shankar 
Aiyar comparing the situaikm in Mahu- 
reshlni to one whi^ prevailed in Ger¬ 
many during (he I93<K. when Adc^f 
Hitler was asserting himself. 

Killer, German Reichstag. Third 
Reich. Goebbles... kome of our political 
commeniaiors use these terms glibly 
while referring to 6al Thackeray and his 
Sena followers. Perhaps Ihey are right. 
Pajticu tarty after ihe recent tmthtinu ot' 
Thackeray ihai he would order his boys 
to eliminate an entire cranmuniiy. This 
happened after anonymous lelqthone 
calls from 'Bangladeshi Muslims' threa¬ 
tened the SS chief. 

Be it Nikhil Chakravartty. Mini Shan¬ 
kar Aiyar or J ug S uraiya. liberal journal - 


ists lend to become rather emotional 
while commeming on the Sena and its 
chief, Vir Sanghvi is no admirer of the 
Sena, "h is a communal outfii, it isdange- 
rous and it has a fascisi clemcni." At die 
same time, he has rui.scd the valid point, 
"How can the Sena government be any 
woTYe from the Congress government it 
replaced?” 

Bombay lies will agree with Sanghvi 
that compared w i ih ceri ai n ('ongress big - 
wigs. iH>body had ever accused BaJ 
Th^keruy of being in league with 
Dawood Ibrahim and nobi'dy had ever 
charged the party leadership being link¬ 
ed with smugglers and the mnila. 

Also, political commeniaiors had noi 
really given a serious thought why the 
SS'lUP alliance did so well in Bombay 
and wiped out the Congress. Where was 




The ITC vs BAT 
corporate war was 
so oxtensively 
covered by the 
media that K.L. 
Chugh (right) and 
Norman Davis have 
become household 
names. Reading all 
Owse raports, one 
cone to the 
conclusion that our 
business reporting 
has come of ago 
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iht co5TO>poliJanism and I 
seculari&m of Bombay 
which is supposed to he a 
fTiini'India? Again Vir 
Songhvi ha?i the an^wen. 

The C<»greis had iwo 
things going for it: secula* 
rism and ihe abihiy to pro¬ 
vide a degree of admi- 
nistraiive stability. Under 
Pawar. it ioKt both dtese 
qualities H is now hated 
by every Mu.siim in the 
stale and as for admi* 
ni sirutivc competence, 
that's a joke. B<mibny has 
been handed over to the 
undcnviirld and n<t(hing 
moves wi ihoul mooc y.' . 

Obviously, Hilicf or 
no Hiller. Bnmbayitcs ' ^ 

found it hard (o «cc how 
the Sena couid he worse Ciatro 
for I hem than ihe Ow* 
gress. Some of our ]vory<iower column¬ 
ists find it haid lo cr)inc to lemis with 
this assessment. Ttuii is shying away 
frvnn reality. 


Boardroom battles 

SoiTK ten years back, the media 
seldom iixik rM>te of corp«»ratc wars and 
lKuirdrcK>m battles. Tlx* only newspaper 
which devoted time and spiicc to these 
events was ihe /ndiun ExpreM. But its 
obsession was only with (he hatlle bet¬ 
ween the Wndius and ihe Ambunis. All 
that has changed now. 

1 was am J7cd at the wide cove i age giv¬ 
en to (he Chugh vs BAT hoardnHmi bat¬ 
tle. The £conttmU- Times came out with 
a banner eight-column headline *BAT 
asks ITC chief K.I.. Chugh to go: he 
says no' and most of the page one was 
taken up with the .story. Page three again 
had nothing but details of the Chugh hru- 
vado. Business Suutdiird, Fimumal 
Exprexs and Business tJiwa'i well as the 
Obseri'vr did not lug behind. 

It was as though the country h;Hl givu.' 
to war with an invader. Chu;:Ii. ttavis 
and Pi I beam became household names 
for readers. Reading all these repons, 
one came to the coru: I us ion i hat our bust • 
ness reporting has come of age. The 
details were rTwntioned in such a way to 
interest even those who did not have a 
background in boardroom battles. 

Did ihc media overpiny the ITC v» 


BAT etvporalc war? Well, one cannoi 
Marne the business pupers which are 
becoming addicted («» corporate news. 
They cater Ut a readership which would 
have lapped up every wi>rd which appea¬ 
red on the issue. And business journal¬ 
ists who fell that the corporate war gave 
them caeelleni opportunitic« in get byli¬ 
ne Slones on the from page will be hop¬ 
ing that the laM w<vd on ihe battle has 
noi been said. 


i. 
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The betting 
ecandal _ 

w One of the greute&i . 

I l drawbacks in Indian jour- 

g. nalism is the absence ol 

good follow-up stories. 
Some weeks back, quUeu 
few pubkicaiion.s cumc 
out with sieves on beu- 
ing in cricket after certain 
Austfaliancrickeiersalle- 
ged (hat Pakistani captain 
Salim Malik offered 
them money lo Iom a 
match. 

Slones which appear- 
ed in the Indian rnedia 
highlighted ihe role of 
bookies in sports events. 
We were also informed 
that belting was widely 
practised. But 

the vital link connecting individual 
players with payment and instances of 
actual matches lost because of such pay¬ 
ments were missing, 

I am surprised ihm the betting 
scandals died away so soon. That too 
with (he Asia Cup at Shaijah so near. 
The Western media had always project¬ 
ed India and Pakistan as hotb^s of cor¬ 
ruption even as efforts arc being made lo 
diiftthe 1996 World Cup away from the 
subcontinent. Under such circumstan¬ 
ces. one wished that the Indian media 
had gone ahead with further investiga- 
lion of Ihe helling scandal. 


Diehard {oumallwn 


There are instances when one feels 
ashamed of being a joumalisi. This feel¬ 
ing en vei oped me as I read an account of 
Cuban leader. Fidel Castro, in Bomfuiy 
Ttmes, a frivinous publication which is 
disirihuied akuig with the TVmr^ of 
/ndw. 

Describing the visit of the famed 
Cuban revolutionary to PariK, the Bom- 
bvv Times referred to Castro as ‘the for¬ 
mer Commie bastard'. One may or may 
not agree with Castro's ideology, but 
international leaders except certain die- 
hards in the US Mild Castro in high 
esteem. Why, a cover story in «i recent 
issue of Timr acknowledged Castro's 
coniribuiion to his countiy and why he is 
itkiM.scJ by Ihc majority of Ihe Cuban• 
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Poachers’ paradise 

Balaghat and Kanha are the new centres for the illegal trade in 
tiger skin and bones 



A different kind of prc* 
daior is sulking the 
forests of Madhya 
Pradesh these days. 
And the king of the 
jungle, the tiger, 
seems to be l(»sjng the 
bailie against a new 
breed of poachers. 
Over the la«i one year, the tiger populn* 
tion of the stale has been steadily declin* 
ing and unless something is done on a 
war footing, experts say that the tiger 
will be wiped out from Madhya Pradesh 
by ihe tun) of the century. 

In fact, what has made tiger poaching 
lucrative is that there is a ready market 
for tiger skins and hones abroad. Wildli' 
fc expens say that rmwodays there is no 
pan of the tiger that doesn’t fetch n 
good sum in ihc international market. 
The skin and bones of a Mhgrown tiger 
can easily be sold off for u whopping 
sum of Rs 25 lakh in most markets of 
the Far East. 

Balaghai. near Kanha National Park, 
Ihe world famou s tiger reserve, has emer* 
ged as the new den for the poachers. Vil* 
lagen: living around Balaghat revealed 
ihai Ihe poachers have now taken to a 
new method of killing the tigers. Gone 
are the days whoi bullets were used tn 
gun down the animal, making it easier 
for the forest officials to track down (he 
poachers. These days, the animals are 
bei ng poisoned to death 

The rneihod adopted by the poachers 
are as follows: 

A pocKl is dug near the source jf 
water inside the jungle. *n)e water of 
this pond is then poisoned with pesdei- 
des, usually Aldrin. Within minutes 
after consuming the poisoned water, the 
tiger usually falls down unconscious, 
though it does not die. The poachers, 
who keep a (rack of the li gers. then stran* 
gle the tiger to death. Its hide is peeled 
off on the spot. Its bones and skull too 
arc extracted from the body. 

Forest officials say that the poachers 
have taken to this brutal method of tiger 
poaching because of three reasons. One. 
ki 11 ing a ii ger w ith a bu) lei usual I y danu- 


MADHYA 

PRADESH 


WOfTTfl A FEW lAKKSt seized tiH^r skin and hones 











On the prowl 


An obscure outfit threatens 
lokillN.D. Tiwari 


TMC DANGEK ZONE: Kanha National Fork 
ges ihe hide. Two. it is difncyli to inck a 
down ihe tiger after ii if. &bo4; a poison- f 
ed tiger is unable to travel very far tl 
before dropping unconscious. iSrce. h 
the sound of a shot usually anracis the c 
aiicntiiin of forest ofTicials; ilKrc is no p 
such Rsk in the case of poisoning. In c 
some instances, tigers have also been kil- a 
led by electrocution. h 

And rampani poaching has already p 
t:ikcn a heavy toll. According to a cen- o 
sus conJiiCl^ by the Madhya Pradesh 
forest department, the tiger population 
hu^ come down to b25 from the figure & 


at the hebeM of the Union ministry of 
forests and envirunmeni. And alre^, 
the Tiger Cell has achieved success. It 
has seized hger hides and bi>f>cs wonh 
CTores of rupe^ and has arrested 22 
poachers and middlemen. IniercMingly, 
coe of those apprehended happens to be 
a relative of a Congress MLA, But 
Mukesh Gupu, the superintendent of 
police of Balaghai. says that 'this is 
only the tip of the iceberg'. 


The close coordination between fore* 
SI and police officials has helped a lot to 


of9l2in 199X Wildlife experts say that check poaching. As R.C, Sharma. the 
cvenihis figure is highly exaggerated chief wildlife warden of the state. 

'] personally feel that there would be explains. The slakes are loo high these 
no tiger left in the wild in Madhya days and the peojHc involved are high 
Pradesh if poaching goes on at this profile. With our limited resources, it 


rule," says P.V. Rajgopal. inspector- 
general of police iCir>}. Rajgopal is 
now heading what is known as Ihe 
Tiger Cell, comprising police and forest 
officials. This cell was formed recently 


TIGER TALE 


Tlfoi poBching tag raactad 
•limilfig propoftlota In 
Madhya Predash aad tta 
tiger popuMrtlta la tta state 
\m cons down drastically. 
Kanha and Its adjoining 
langlos havo tacono a 
tasourttotawit for tta 
poachors 


Rocootly, ispocial ooll 
eallodttaTIgor Colltas 
hoot sot opts chock 
poaching. Tta hody« foraad 
at tha bohast of tta Union 
•ovonuMnt, eomprlsos 
poHco and forest officials 


was difficuli to take on the peschers. 
Our joining hands wnh (he p^tcc has 
helped a lot." 

But there is another problem. 
According (o Rajesh Gopal. the field 
director of Kanha National Park, most 
of the poaching goe» <» in the jungles 
adjoining the tiger reserve and ikn 
within (he parit. This, he claims, is 
because Kanha is well-protected and 
the poachers won't be taking a risk. If 
(hat is true, it is virtually impossible to 
ensure that no pcoching i^ev place in 
Ihe rieighhuuring forests. 

Senior cops maintain that oe^y 
every housetald in Bala^al and ils 
adjoining villages are inve^ved in the 
ilkgal trade. Manyof the villager func¬ 
tion as agems and they stock ligcr bemes 

and skin at home for iteir clienK The 

police and forest departmerM is now try¬ 
ing to crack down on this ring. Villagers 
are also being roped in to identify Ihe 
culpriis. 

But things need to be done fast. Other¬ 
wise. Madhya Pradesh will soon lose 
one of its most prised possession^. • 


SlrungL* things arc Imp* 
pemng to veteran (\>n* 
gress leader N.l). 
Tiwari. h'i rsi. he disup > 
peered fnmi New 
Delhi on 25 March 
only to reappear the 
PRAliESH following day in Gaj* 
rtola. in Ihe Morachi- 
bad dislrici And now, a leiier received 
at Tiwari'x Lucknow residence has left 
his followers pux/.led out of their wits. 
In the letter. Tiwari has been ihreatcneJ 
with death in case be decided In make 
any rrtovc against 'Raoii'. 


UNFAZED: MD. Tiwari 


The hand-written postcard reads us 
follows : "Mr Thiwari. This is our war¬ 
ning. If you do something against Raoji. 
we will kill you. Within ten days You 
(will) die because of R.T.V.’ The Icucr 
is .signed by ihe wing commarKler 
(Assassination). RaoTiger Force (RTF) 

The postal seal on ihc card is noi Icgi- 
Me. but the pnnied sk»gan appearing 
next to the postage stamp — which 
usually carries some message - - is pri nt- 
ed Jn Tclugu. This is the second threat let¬ 
ter received by Tiwari over the past few 
days after his resignation from the (‘on* 
gress Woding ('oinmiticc. 

Perssmally, the vcierun Icudei docs 
not seem to give mikh importance l<i 
these threats. But in the light of the high* 
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l«vel probe ordered b> ihe Union Ivinic 
ministry into the security lapses, if uny. 
which might hAve led loTiwuri's disup* 
pearance. he has hunded (»ver these let* 
ters to the investigating team. The police 
in Uttar Pradesh seem to have taker) the 
threats seriously and the Mulayam 
Singh government is thinking in terms 
of stepping up security f«w the former 
chief minister. He is now provided with 
a gunman and an CM^ort vehicle with 
three armed guards. Rut Tiwan does not 
have A communication or a wireless 
system. 

Meanwhile, Ihc investigating team, 
led hy K. P S. Gill, landed in Luekrhtw 
on 27 March and began preliminary 



AN OPEN THREAT: fh€ If tier ncehfJ 
hvN.D. Tiwari 


enquiries. Gill was slated to meet Tiwan 
on 29 March in New Delhi. Already. 
Tiwari's ofTicial msidence in Lucknow 
has been put under stiict surveillarK'e. 
Security in and around his Delhi residen¬ 
ce has also been beefed up. 

Interestingly. Former Union minister 
and dissident Congress leader M L. Pole- 
dar, who Hew down to Lucknow imme¬ 
diately afterTiwari resurfaced, told new¬ 
smen that more than the enquiry. Tiwart 
perhaps needed Z category security 
cover. Ti wari was eniitlal to this catego¬ 
ry of security cover until recently. But 
this was withdrawn fi>r ‘unknown 
reasons" 

Foledar has expressed concern over 
the Centre's indifTerent altitude towards 
Tiwari's security. He recalled bow he 

hod lo fight with officials In Delhi lo 
have a police escort vehicle provided to 
the senior Congress leader. Foicdar poin¬ 
ted out that even two months back Tiwa- 
ri had to go around in Delhi unescorted. • 

MHagwtCHmtdrrn/lMckiiow 


The boss gets angry 


Bal Thackeray’s statement against a particular 
community generates much heat 



MAHARASHTRA 


The threat came soo* 
ncr than it was expcc* 
ted. Barely a week 
after the ^hiv Sena* 
BJP government 
came to power in 
Maharashtra, an ano* 
nvTTKMs caller lelcphiv 
ned the ofRce of 
Saamnti, the Sena's mouthpiece, and 
threatened to kill Bal Thackeray and 
chief minister Manohar JtKhi. The caller 
also said that he would blow up Ihc Sena 
headquaners in Bandra as well a$ ihc 
.WmmrofTiccs 

Bal Thackeray lost no time in reai'ting 
to this threat. In his characierisiic style, 
he said that should anyone dare to attack 
him, the Shiv Sainiks would eliminate 
every member of a ‘paflicular comma* 
nity‘ in Bombay, If that wasn't enough, 
the .Sena chief ordered the chief m i ni sier 
and the deputy CM to throw out all 
Pakistanis artd Bangladeshis from Bom* 
bay within IS days. 

While die caltW's identity is yet to be 
established. Thackeray’s remarks, direc¬ 
ted against a panicular community, has 
generaicd much heal in Btanbay, There 
were rwusy scenes in the Asscrr^ly with 
the Congress memhers demanding that 
the Sena supremo take back his words. 
The Bharatiya Janata Party <BJP), a 
coalitkm partner in the government, has 
maintained a studied silence over the 
matter. 


Shiv Sena chiffBat Thackeray 



The protests didn't end there. In 
Delhi. Union rail ways minister C.K. Jaf* 
fer Sharief wrote to the PM saying that 
Thackeray should be arrested under the 
Terrorist and Disruptive Activities 
(Prevention) Act (TADA) for making 
such provocative remarks. 

All this put chief minister Mtioohar 
Joshi in a spot. Defending his party 
chiet. he clarified that all that Thackeray 
said was (hui the community of anti* 
socials dtould be eliminated. And this 
was. after alt. not such a had thing to say. 

But did Thackeray receive such a 
threatening call in the first place? There 
are two views. While Svnu activists feci 
that the threat is real, there are others 
who say that there was ru) such call The 
whok thing was a cl ever ploy by Thaeke* 
ray to rake up the Pakistani*Bangladeshi 
issue U) get the government to act on it. 

This section feels that even it Thackc> 
ray did receive such a call, there was no 
real danger to his life. Ever since the 
Shiv Scna*BiP guveminent came to 
power, the security cordon around 
Thackeray has been tightened. There 
was no way that an individual armed 
with weapons could penetrate the securi* 
ly ring around the Sena chief. 

Political circlesm Bombay sec a defi* 
mte design behind Thackeray's uaeran- 
ces. Though the Shiv Sena and (be BJP 
are panners in a coalition government, 
there is competition between the two for 
the Hindu vote. The tirade against the 
Pakistanis and the Bangladeshis is just 
another attempt by (he Sena to emerge 
the sole custodian of Hindu interests. 
After all. (he Sena has plans to rule Maha* 
rashuaall by itself. 

Th^keray's outburst has deeply 
emharra.ssed the BiP. While reiterating 
that both the Shiv Sena and the BJP were 
committed to deport illegal immigrants, 
(he presid^t of the Bombay unit of (he 
BiP. Ved Prak^ Goyal. brashed aside 
Thackeray’s statement saying that the 
country was ruled by law md d»i no one 
should take it in his handb. 

But then. Bal Thackeray docs not 
always abide by the law of die land. • 
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Battling the bureaucrats 


NTR runs into trouble with civil servants 



ANUHKA 

I'RADESH 


L«si fonnigh(, the 
Andhm Prodcsh civil 
supplies 

ner D.K. Panwar wob 
at the receiving end of 
the chief minisicr's 
wruih for no fault of 
hi<. After the results 
of the manJal and :r7a 
panshofi polls revealed a downward 
(rend in the newly*e]ecied Tetugu 
Desam Pany's <TDP) pt^larity graph. 
Pan war was summon^ by NTR. The 
TOP bupremu hlairwd the IAS ofTicial 
fur hastily launching a ration card sur¬ 
vey aimed ai weeding out bogus cards 
which were in circulation. The ofTicial 
was ordered to stop the process without 
delay. 

But Panwar is noi the only one who is 
under fire. Three sKhcr government offi* 
cials — Subbii Rao (finance secxeiaiy). 
R. Suhiuniamam (disirKl collector of 
Hyderabad) und h.A.S. Sarma (energy 
secretary) — have already faced (he 
c h ief mi ni ster' s w rath furexeeuti ng deci • 
si one token by the government and then 
refusing to own up responsibility. On 
two oveaxiuns, the chief minister revuk* 
ed executive orders following adverse 
reaction from the public, including (be 
govemntcni employees. Sarma decided 
to go on leave after he was pressurised 
to put the official stamp on (he hastily* 
approved memevandum of understand¬ 
ing (MoU) for power generation in the 
private sector by the chief minister. 

NTR, however, has played down the 
whole mattv, “I am not hostile to offic i a* 
U. The Telugu Desam was anxious (o 
implement its pulicies for the welfare of 
the public. Otherwise why should we be 
here?" he said. He wanted (be offtcials 
to sincerely implement the pedicles and 
programmes of the TOP govenimenL "I 
am reviewing die progress of the rice 
•scheme, prohibition and power su|^y 
every day with officials in order to foeiJ i * 
tate (heir proper implementation and 
plug loophdes so (hat (he benefits reach 
the poor." (he CM added. 

Within IS days of assuming office 
ar>d launching the populist schemes, (he 
CM fell out with hii officials. Faced 
with a financial crunch in d>e month of 
December. 1994. the govemmeni was 


adv ised lo slop aJ I non -essential expendi¬ 
ture including payment of pcrlcs (o its 
employees. Suhba Rio was asked to 
issue a directive lo all treasuhes to 
make cash available for the implementa¬ 
tion of (he rice scheme from J January. 
But he was pulled up when inUe govern* 
ment employees paraded to the 
house in pr^l against ihc order. On 
the same day. NTR issued a directive 
saying that in future only the CMO 
(chief minister's office) will is>ue such 
orders. 


To appease the slum-dwellers. NTR 
sent his wife Lakshmi Parvathi in the 
site. She offered lO rebuild (he huts 
when the slum-dwellcrs refused lu be 
relocated. 

The CM also reportedly crossed swor¬ 
ds with Balrami Reddy, chairman of the 
Arxlhra Pradesh State Blectheily 
Board, for his refusal lo inflate (he 
power shortage in (he slate so as ioprocu¬ 
re iTKire power from (he central quota. 
The comnsercial tax secitiuiy was ai his 
wits end when (he government introduc¬ 
ed the value added lax pnwedures. only 
to Withdraw it on the plea of the traders 
w i tbiHit 1 he know ledge of the offici al s. 

The humiliation of the civil supplies 
commissioner has led to resen I ment 
fn>m the IAS lobby. The Andhra 



POWTING AN ACCUSING RNCER: N.T. Rama Raa 


Close on the heels of the Subba Rao 
incident came (be demolilion of huts on 
the pofth Jubilee Hill.s, report^y to 
make way for a film studio which wa^ 
being put up by a pro-TDP film star. 
When (he slum was ra^ed to the ground 
in the early hours of a Sunday morning, 
local Congress legislator P. Janardhan 
Reddy al<mg with BJP legislator Bad* 
dam Ba) Re£ly brought to NTR's noti¬ 
ce that the government UiMi in question 
was earma^ied for a housing scheme 
for the weaker sections. 1( was tiso poin¬ 
ted out that (he grant was made by the 
TDPiisdfin 19SS. 

An embarrassed chid minister imme* 
diately summoned Subramaniam, the 
district collector, and pve him a dress¬ 
ing down in front of hi% personal staff. 


Pradesh IAS OtTicerM Association, 
which was at loggerheads with NTR In 
(he past, is once again up in arms. The 
four IAS officials "humiliated " by (he 
CM has moved their association as well 
as (he state chief secretary. 

The IAS ioi'yy is also critical of (he 
state govemrrseni's haste for privatisa¬ 
tion which, it sayx. will be disastrous in 
the long run. "(n NTR*s view, ptfivaiisa- 
Uon means selling of government a«set 
base”, said a senior official. Ai^ the fman- 
cial crisis deepens and resources beco¬ 
me more arul more scarce, the relation¬ 
ship between the bureaucrats and their 
present political masters in the state is 
likely to go from bad to worse. • 
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An endles s wait 

Cases Qgainsf ISO political activists are pending for 
over a decade 


U on the issue. A dectaralion signed hy « 
large number uf iniellecluals demanded 
the withdrawal of aJI cases against (he 
activists and amnesty to the life' 
convicLs. And a dossier prepared by the 
organisers of (he meeting revealed some 
shocking infonnaiion. 


During the recent 
Budgci ses.sion nf the 
Wtn Bengal Assent' 
hly, chief minister 
iyoti Basu admitted 
rather candidly that 75 
people had died in 
WKSThKNtiAL police custody since 
I99(), The figure is 
close to the estimates by ihe Association 
for pTiMcciiofl of DeiTKKrutic Rights 
(APDR) of 79 custiidial deaths during 
this peritHJ. According to the APOR, the 
number of such deaths between June 
l977umJ Jnnuaiy IV9S isai least 1K4. 

There is more disconcerting news for 
the chief minister. Besides the lock'up 
deaths, the human rights groups have 
recently focused on another dark side of 
(he Lel^ Front rule. At least 150 political 
aclivistx have cases pending against 
them for about 15 years. And IK have 
been given a life term after incarceration 
for more than a decade. This was despite 
the Slate government's assertion that 
there were nopolilicul prisoners in West 
Bengal. 

Under public pressure, the suie 
government had released 23 Naxaliic 
leaders and activists in 1991. Caves 
against them were also withdrawn. esU' 
bli.shing that political opponents should 
not he treated as criminals. 

Bui gras>*nnits level activists, mostly 
poor peasant.^ and tnhaK, were not as 
fortunate as their leaders. Those who 
were behind bars remained (here. And 
those who had cases pending hod no 
respite. 

They could have been conveniently 
forg«>tien. had not Biswanaih Ch^ra' 
bony, one of the leaders rvlea.sed in 
1991. taken up cudgels on behal f of his 
comrades who were no( yet free. In s|Mte 
of his fai I i ng hea It h—as a resul t of poll* 
ce torture — he meticulously collected 
inrorniation on the status of ihc pending 

cases, lie also organised the Rajnaitik 
Mamia Praiyahar O Bandi Mukii Com- 
mitiee to campaign for the withdrawal 
of these cases. 

I The APDR and the sute unit of the 
People's Union for Civil Liberties 
(PUCl.) also joined the campaign. On 9 
March, a convention was held inCalcul* 




^ Is that enough lo st i r the conscience of 

TAKING UP CUDGO. S? Bt^u-vruifh the stale's Marxist rulers? • 

Chiikrahiirry Dwtta/ealcuttM 


Low on spirits 

Restrictions imposed by militants put liquor traders in 


Shillong in a fix 

M anipur, after Nagaland and 
Mizoram, was d>e HiM nortb- 
eastem sUte tn impose toud proWW- 
tioo on Ihe coiuun^tion of liquor. 
And DOW i( aeema lo be Meghalaya'a 
turn to go dry. Tfab is 
Hynniewtrep Achik Ubenlk» 
CmDci! (HALC), an t m dg gru und 
militia group, haa iaipdied *rtnrio^ 
tioas” on ibe lak Indian Made 
PoreigD Liquor (IMR.) and counny 
brew in (he hill reun of SuUoog. 

In Noveote. I994v the HALC 
had Hsoed warning to the wine 
dealers in the town, direuiflg them to 
keq> tbdr shops open otdy on MoO' 
days, Wadoeadaya and Prtdiys. And 
dw too betwae^ )0/an Md 4 pm 
hkstead of 9 an ^ 4 pa aa ww Ihe. 
praetke. Bntthii WAlAf vent ag^ 
ti (be gover nment legukbon which 


requiied the hquor sbe^ to remain 
closed only two days in a momh. 

And now, dK HALC has called for 
a policy of "ono^ 
coasumer-one-bottle" and warned 
a^inst (he selling of liquor (o stu- 
diwti and women. It hal urged the 
state govermnam not to issue hmher. 
Ikencee for bonded warehouses and 
disBkriee. Moreover, bait and 
liquor shops have been dire c t e d to 
c«ry on business only betweeo 
dponaodbpm. 

Barker ihe state had witnes¬ 
sed anti-hquor campaigns. But this 
bme. (he HALC^ a signatory to ihe 
foctnokoof die Sdf Defence Uiuied 
fmi of Souih^Hi Himalwan 
Re^cn. coofvUlDg seven unw- 
gro^ outfits of iM noab<mt 
has made a clever move to win Che 


• Ananta Debbarma of Itahar, Birbhuin 
district, was only lO-ycar-old when he 
was arrested in 19KI. He was charged 
under Section 12(1 (B) of the Criminal 
Procedure Code with "conspiracy again¬ 
st the stale", Ananta was never sent to 
the Juvenile Court. 


• Suhadeb MaJ of Sun. Birbhum, was 
barely II ai the time of his arre*ii in 
I9K2. His faie has been similar to thal of 
Anania. 


• Sheeial Debbamu was bom on 
4.S.7a The Itahar P.S. case No. .11 daied 
23.2.HI has charged him with conspi* 
racy against the slate, among other 
things. 
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Look who’s talking 


Veteran CPJ(M) politburo member Nripen Chakraborty 
is pulled up for making anti-party statements 
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Remaris made by (he 
nooagtnrnan CPt(M) 
poliibuTD member Nri* 
pen Chakraborty 
against Left Front 
government in Tripu¬ 
ra and We*it Bengal 
TRIPURA have kicked off a con- 
trovcfsy, In a rcceni 
interview, ihe former chief minisler of 
Tripura observed that ‘A savage govern- 
mem wasrulmg in West Bengal andTri- 
pura was following suit". He also alleg¬ 
ed that The people of these two states 
bave been made to foreg<» two of the 
most cherished fundamental rights — 
the right (0 live and the right to justice. 

According to ChakraNirty, this was 
evident from the incrcosing number of 
killings and mob violence m these sta¬ 
tes. He also alleged that the police were 
letting the culprits go scot-free as the 


sympathy of the anti-lk|uor lobby in 
atate as well as (hat of the student 
community. In fact, the Khaai Stu- 
dents Union (KSU) bad initiated t 
campaign in 1993 to curtail die uk 
of UqtMV in Meghalaya- 
Prior to the KALC clamp-down, 
nearly 30 retail Hqu<^ shops, dtree 
ban and six bortded warehouse* 
were doing brisk business in SbiU 


MQH MO NYs a liquor shop in 
jih/Uoftg 



miscreants had forged Jinks with the rul¬ 
ing CPI(M). 

Chakraborty launched his tirade 
against his own party when four tribal 
youths were killed a few months back at 
Bagrna in (be West Tripura district. The 
four were beaten to death by a nxih who 
took them to be insurgents Chakrabony 
has strongly condemned the incident 
and has demanded judicial enquiry. His 
contention being. 'Ifthc hoys were insur¬ 
gents. they should have been handed 
over 10 (he police. They did not deserve 
to be clubb^ to death.' His demand for 
a judicial enquiry has been turned down 
by state home mi n i ster Samar Chaudhu - 
ri who fell that it was not possible as 
hundreds of people were inv^ved in the 
incident. 

Chakrabony's ami-party tirade ha.s 
mH gone dow n well w iih the CPI(M) lop 
brass. In an unprecedented move, ihe 


politburo has issued a statement, alleg¬ 
ing that Chakraborty's views echoed 
Congre$.s sentiments 

The party state secretariat, despite 
condemning Chakrabony. could not 
brush aside all Ihe charges. It admit ted 
(hat some people carrying arms have 
been beaten to death by irate mobs but 
went on to add that the Left Front lias 
always condemned such heinous inci¬ 
dents and tried to take legal action again¬ 
st (he guilty. 

Predictably, the Congress is trying to 
• use Chakrabony's statements against 
the ruling pany. Samir Ranjun Burman, 
leader of the Opposition, raised il>c Issue 
in Ihe Assembly. He pointed lathe deplo¬ 
rable law and order situjii^m in the state 
arul said that the former chief minister’s 
statements only bore testimony to the 
fast. 


lODg. According to the Shillong 
Wine Dcikra' AMociaiion 
(SWDA). (he exciie generated by the 
liquor trade in Shilloog ikne accoufl- 
led for neariy 20 per cent of the ttM 
govenunent’a tottf reveoue. Fol- 
lowing the warmAg iatued by the 
miUtanu. dtii hat tittered a tbaip 
drop. Despite (be iosi of rovtoue. 
Ihe uubaidu* rospenw to i wue has 
been lukewarm. *nie state govera- 

ment bai turned down a request ftocQ 
(be Uqoor vendors to pnMdt (hero 
racurby guards. 

The HALC rcstrktiCQs have put 
(he wine deakn id a fix. And dtair 
^pfebenalOQS aro not oafbaoded. 
oily recesdy. the iqUirants guoned 
dovro (hree inden in SfaUl^ for 
de^g their dikiai. On the other 
hand, bowiog lo (he ndlilutt* 
wishes would men violalioD of 
governroen regiUadoDS. leadtng lo 
the rovoc^nn ^tbelr bade iicencca. 
To find a way oou Ibe liquor vendors 
Mve made m appeal to ibe militaMa. 
uiflni tan 10 arit (he state excise 
depmtBMnt to amer^ its rogulatiom. 



BUMINC THE PARTY: Nripen 
Chakrahorry 


Chakrabony's controversial statt 
ment has revved the infighting in ih 
CPl(M). Chief minister Dasaraih Del 
who is also the most prominent trih 
leader in Tripura, has reacted sharpi; 
He said that Chakrabony should remen 
ber that Tripura was not a heaven o 
earth during his tenure as the chief min 
ster. On the coniraiy, ’ The tribal s wet 
most neglected and exploited during h 
lime. " he added. 

Sources in (he CPI(M) revealed ih; 
the party’s centra! committee ht 
already cautioned Chakrabortv again 
making damaging statements. Source 
added that stern action may be take 
against the renegade leader. • 







News 


Banking on trast 

The Keishmg government wins the \*ote of confidence. 
But the warning signals are clear 



nSAMNG CAVnOUSlV: chief 

minisier Ristking Keixhing 
ultras la^i year snatched away as many 
as 594 weapuns. iiKluding 26 LMGs. 
from the personnel of (he Manipur Pr^i' 
ce and N^nipur Rides. Moreover, (he 
ongoing ethnic claslic^ iovc^ving (he 
Kukis and (he Nagas are a'lso a cause for 
concern for Keishtng who is a Naga. 

But (he toughest task fur the CM will 
be io ke^ hes support base iniaci. M. 
Babu Singh of (he PJO and T. Guujadou 
of (he NPPdid not turn up to take oaih as 
ministers of state, f, Hemochandra 
Singh of (he Congress has resented the 
manner in which he wa^ ‘'forced” (o 
accept the post o( deputy speaker. 

With the OppOKiiion ULF itching for 
a showdown, it tn clear (hat Keishing's 
troubles are far from being over. • 


On 25 March. Mani¬ 
pur chief minister has 
won the crucial vote 
of confidence. And 
with the expansjun of 
the ministry the next 
day. his position has 
became sm>iigcr. The 
CM ind ucied si % Cabi* 
net ministers und four ministers of state. 
But even with the confidence motion 
going in his favour. Keishing will have 
10 be cautious. This is because the Oppo¬ 
sition United l^egislaiure Front (ULF> is 
hiding iistimc to topple his government. 

The Joint Legislature Pany (JLP) 
coalition headed by Kei.shing is a motley 
crowd made up of 2) legislators from 
the Congress. 4 from the Progressive 
Janata Dal (PJD), 2 each from the Sama- 
ta Parly. Naiionul Peoples Parly (NPP) 
and Pcdenil Party of Manipur, one Con* 
gress(S) and three Independents who do 
not sec eye (oeye. Moreover, Keishing 
is well aware that ex pen men is with 
coalition governments have never been 
successful in (he state. 

This lime aUo. Keishing's transition 
to power was anything hut smooth. 
Within hours of his swearing in on 25 
February, dissident leader Radhabinod 
Koijam sent in his resignation. The cri¬ 
sis was resolved only after the Congress 
high command intervened. In the pro¬ 
cess, Koijam wa.s ahk to hnng (wo 
impurlani ministries ^ finance and civil 
supplie.s — under his wings. 

Despite the chief minister's claim that 
there was no leadership crisis. Koijam 
has openly reiterated his resolve "(o 
fight”. 

But dissidence within the party is noc 
the only thing Keishing has to keep in 
mind. The Oppos i lion parties are a Iso up 
in arms againsi the CM. "We will he in 
the Oppusiiron for the time heitig. but 
we will mu remain a silcni spectator". 
annourKed Rajkumar Ranbir Singh, 
leader of the Opposition. 

The CM tried ic remain unfazed but 
could not ignore (he fact that Ranbir 
Singh, like lUishing himself, was an old 
hand in (he toppling game. The previous 
Assembly saw as many as three crali' 
lion ministries. And each of these ended 


MANIPUR 


in a fiasco. In u hid lo keep his flock toge¬ 
ther. Keishing has inducied ten out of 
(he 14 non'Congress legislators inui his 
niini&(ry. 

Adding Uf chief m i nistcr* s wucs is the 
rising miliiancy in ihe siaie. During the 
earlier pad of March, truck driveis *itHJ 
employees of the state food and civil sup¬ 
plies ^pantncni went <wi strike. They 
were protesting against ihc cxtoriion 
racket run hy the banned National .Six;la- 
list Council ol Nagaland (NSCNl who 
were demanding Ks 5.111 X> per (tuck as 
road lax. Keishmg adniMled ihat il whs 
not possible lo weed out dislurtunces on 
the Imphal-Dimapur road and (Ik* 
Irnphal-Jinhom road. 

Apart from fleecing the truckers, the 


More when 
we meet 

The Indira Gandhi 
Memorial Trust plans to 
organise a high-profile 
conference in Guwahati 


The high-pnifilc Indi- 
i«i Gandhi Memorial 
TrtiM aCiMT) will be 
(oundiiig olf Its year¬ 
long regional iiiccts 
aimed ul bringing 
uhoul general welfare 
of ihe people of India 
- with a final session 
in the nodh unsi. The trust is going lo 
organise a two-day eonlea'nee in Ou wu- 
hall lo "'Kcdenne the gixxl sixriely in ihe 
ciuKcxi at Ihc noitli east". KiM'f vlee¬ 
ch vimwi K. Naiwur .Singh announced 
this on 27 March. 

Speaking lo newsmen, Singh and 
IGMT secretary Sheila Dixji said that 
the conference in (iuwahiiii will be ihe 
last one in a scries of regional mccisojga- 
nised by the trust ul Jiffcrcni centres 
annirid the country. The first conference 
wa$held inShimlain July. 1994, Union 
tlnancc minister Manniohun Singh had 
inaugurated ilx; meci. The second confe¬ 
rence, held in Pune, was inaugurated by 
Prime Minister P.V. Narusimha Rao. 

In Guwahati, «it least 45 intellectuals, 
academicians, einincmi public ligurts 
and adminisUatoTH from Ihc north-east 
will interact. According lo Singh, the 
PM is likely to inaugurate the Guwahati 
meet and ^nia Giuidhi, chairper&un of 
the trust, will preside over ihe function. 

Dixit feels that the two-day meet will 
generate a free and frank exchange of 
ideas among the participants. Rmineni 
personalities like Bhupen Hazarika, for¬ 
mer administrators like P.P. Trivedi. 
vic’c-chuncelJurs of various universities 
located in (be region and Union mini¬ 
sters representing the north-easi like 
Manmohan Singh — a Rajya Sahha MP 
from Assam—and Santosh Mohan Deb 
are likely lo panic)pale In ihe delibera¬ 
tions. According lo Singh, the IGMT 
has a plan to bring out the conclusions 
reached at the end of the discussions in 
the form of a book. • 

NMiiA. 
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ODDS AND TRa«>S 


Pop talk 

■ Wilh ihccommunicution 
revo)uh<M) swixfHng ihc 
country, the Dukuju couple 
In Bangalore decided It was 
high lime they laJked—^ lo 
the trees. 

Padmaand Balaji Dukoju 
have the unique ability to 
talk to select plants. And 
after listening lo their loving 
words and sweet nothings, 
these plants either grow big¬ 
ger than (heir usual si/e or 
produce ubnomially large 
flowers. 

The couple have recently 
cultivated a Dahlia plant 
which rises to a height of 13 
feel and nine inches. Compu* 
red to this, a riiKiiial [dahlia 
grows lo j iiusiinum height 
of three feet. 

Hut this is notun isolated 
case. Thu Dukojus' irack 
record over the past few 
years bus been impressive: a 
French mangold Iwsb plant 
has gniwn lo neaily Cive feut 
in lieight and covers J 03 
sq.feet (as opposed to its nor¬ 


mal grtiwth of two feel, uwe- 
ri ng an area of fou r sq. feel). 

I'hfK arc other jdants 
who have hcncOteJ out iif 
the counselling. 

The couple hopes to find a 
place in the Guinnevs BuA. 
And the way the two aiv 
g<>ing. it may only he a mat* 
Icr of (i me before the lovi ng 
w<irds of the Dakojus go on 
record. 


PNaklng waves 

■ Water power will never 
be the same again. For. while 
Boating hotels may be pa.\st^. 
plans are being made to set 
up thnx floating posver 
plants on the Mal^iadi in 
Onssu. 

A mcmomnduin i>f under* 
siuiiding has been signed bet¬ 
ween Wesimoni Holdings, a 
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Malaysia-based muhinatum* 
al company, and thr Industri¬ 
al and Development ('oq)o* 
ration ul Orissa Ud. 

Three power plants, lo be 
set up at a cost of Rs 1,200 
crore. will have a total gene* 
ruling capacity of 450 MW. 
While i wo plant s w i 11 be loca* 
led in Gopalpur. the third 
one will Ik in Parudip 

IIk flouting units will be 
sci up on barges which will 
remain anchored near the 
shore. They will he hooked 
up with sub-siaiions, Uicaied 
on the shore’, which will dis¬ 
tribute the power generated 
by these floating power 
plants. 

Most importantly, these 
barge • mounted un i is can be 
taken to areas experiencing u 
power shoiUige. All you 
have to do is to connect the 
sub-station once the genera¬ 
tor arrives at your door-step. 

So. next time you are any¬ 
where near the N^anadi 
river, do not be surprised if 
you see a power plant sailing 
by.a 
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HYDERABAD: Ravi Kumar 
wa» on top of the world. He was 
just minutes away from tying 
(he knot with a pretty final year 
MBBS bride; be had already 
managed lo stash away a cool 
Rs 12 lakh caih, along with 
o^r valuables, a flat in Hydera¬ 
bad and a Maruii car as dowry. 

And ihea. the world came cra¬ 
shing down on him. Reason; 

KuTDBr's only claim to fame 
was that he was an IPS ofTicer of 
the 1992 baidi and that was com- 
plecely false. 

Acting 00 a tip-off. the city 
police commissioner V. Appa 
Rao checked (he files (o 
ascertaio that dme was no Ravi Kumar of (be IWi IPS 
batch. The pc^ descended on (he marriage hall and pick¬ 
ed up the groom for iovesdgaiion. 

Ktunardaimed (bathe undergone two mondis' tnd- 

aiflg lo M^aoorie in 1992. But. while be goi the place 

rif^ be got the dundoo all wrong—(he training for civil 

acfvaou latts for Bve mondts. This slip-up, cot^led with 
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(be frail physique of (he supposed-lPS. was enough to pn>- 
cDpt the authorities to grill Kumar. 

Kuroarihea confessed that he was aouaJly a mere matri¬ 
culate aod had played (he part of an IPS with (he intention 
of iMxhng a pluDi catch for a fat purse*—Deccan Chront- 
cit (Majti Kuriakoee, Hyder^ad). 

TRIRURA: On (he ooe hmd. conoeried eRkuts are being 
to preserve aed enhance (be atumal kingdom in 
India. On (he (Xber, Ifoca are being forced 10 hop on lo (be 
fomily-plaanlng bandwagon. 

The forasi depamoenc in Tripura has actually sterilised 
U lions Rl ^ S^iabcjai sanctuary»AccordiOf to forest offi¬ 
cials here, measures bad to be k check (he lion popu- 
iMioo as it was becOTiing difflculi lo accoomiodaie the 
animals. 

*The lions are breeding very fast and expenditure on 
thdr upkeep bas also gooe up. So. we were compelled (o 
siailise 1 bem^ aasested M.A. Kh». the conservator of 
forests. 

The move was also prompted by (be fan that 200 autho¬ 
rities in other pm of the country had refosed (0 bouse it 
kaft some of these hone and ensure their well-being — 
The Ttmts e/Mdie (Frank Peerein. Bon^y). 
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ARIES 


(21 Manh-20 April) 

B usiness and professional 
eoniacis can lead tu ihc 
fonning of new friendships. 
People ore likely (o be more 
interested in your views. 
You may meet attractive 
pcopie while travelling. 

New romances can develop 
with happy results. It's a 
good time for attending 
interviews with important 
people. 

TAURUS 


(2lApr,l20Ma\i 

Y ou will probably be 
exuding wannih and 
magnetism. People might be 
drawn towards you. It 
should certainly be easy lo 
dfbm up any assistance or 
help youre<iuire. 
impressions you make on 
othera should sec you as a 
strong contender for any 
position (hat is on offer. 

GEMINI 


121 Moy-ZO Jurtf) 

Y ou should try to Hnalise 
affairs that have overrun 
the time allotted to them. 
Clear the decks during the 
week. Get ready for a new 
round of activities and 
undertalcings ahead. 
Household members are 
likely to be in a 
scatie^rained or unreliable 
mood. They may need a stick 
waving over their heads. 

CANCER 


<21 Junt-20Jylyl 

P romising new openings 
may. infac^, be merely 
blind alleys. Take all aspects 
of new offers into ^count 
before committing yourself. 
Others may try lo undermine 
your financial position, You 
may have to contend with 
jealousies where mates are 
concerned. 


LEO 


i2/MyiOAMHMSt) 

T hings are likely to work 
out much as you had 
hoped. The more you can put 
otiwrs at ease, the more ih^ 
air likely to be of assistance 
to you or he inclined (o 
further your iniercsis. Take 
people at iheir word when 
(hey make promi ses or 
commitmems. Don't expect 
too much ou I of romant ic 
alliances. 


LIBRA 


(2 f Srpirm6fr~20 0 < itihei i 

C ommitments are likely 
to be honoured by 
other>. even though they 
may have let you down in the 
past. Try arranging for 
middlemen to handle the 
details of busirtess 
transactions. Ii might be 
made very clear to you that 
impatience will do nothing 
to improve matters rtor bring 
result s any <\ u ickcr. 



VIRGO 


12 f Autuii~20Sepiembfr/ 

Y our views on money or 
possessions can be far 
from sensible. Family 
members, acting on their 
whims, need to be brought 
down to earth. You might 
j ump (o unfounded 
coAclusim You must be 
sure of your facts before 
taking othen to task for 
misdemeanours. 


SCORPIO 


(21 Ocrt)ber~20No'^fmber) 

Y OU may feel that the 
grosmd under your feet 
is treacherous. Outward 
appearances can belie the 
true sute of affairs. But 
intuitive suspicions are 
probably ri^t You may 
become embr^ed in 
intrigues and plots unless 
you play your cards correctly. 


I SAGITTARIUS 


<21 No\<rmher'20 DfiffTiher) 

Y ou are likely to be in an 
ind ustrious mood; it c an 
be jn your best interests to 
accept any offers of 
additional work. It is a gcx)d 
lime for (nicking down 
elusive information or 
pcopie. Though you may 
have some extra spending 
money in hand, you must he 
careful not to squander U 
away. 

CAPRICORN 


<2/ l)f> rr*ther 20 January) 

B e on the alert. There are 
probably useful tips and 
hints to pickup. ChanM 
encounters can bring 
valuable information to your 
notice. Jot down any bright 
ideas that may occur to you: 
you may not remember them 
when the time comes to 
implement (hem. It’s a good 
lime tor reading and study 
activities. 

AQUARIUS 


1 21 Jonmr\~20 Frbnniryt 

A rtists, designers and 
writers can have a 
productive waking week. 
Cooking and shopping are 
starred for those who have 
some time off. You should 

devote y<Kir8elf entirely to 
your chosen task with the 
minimum of distractions. 
People may want to avai t 
themselves of the fruits of 
your experience. 

PISCES 


(21 Ftbfuary-20 March) 

D o all you can to make 
males feel loved and 
appreciated. Arranging a 
special treat for your dear 
ones will help to redress any 
recent neglect but some' 
tensions may sdll persist. 
There are pi^bly deeper 
problems than eitlW p^y i s 
aware of. • 



























RANDOM NOTES 


VwM«mlworM 

■ You biVe 10 bud it to 
Mimitu Bu«i)ee. 
Sbe doea't give Mp euily. 

Everyooe diought she 
would be aecoflUDOdAted b 
die list Cabinet reshuffle, 
but dw hope proved futile. 
And the Iid> who give up 
her nunister^p to work for 
the pifty his been given no 
in the orgulsidonil 
set vf either. Instead, she 
gets ieaieit up periodKilly 
by C?t(M) goons end one 
faclub of Che WBPCC sings 
dirges for ber. That's the 
story of her politicil career. 


II 


HEARD IN HYDERABAD 


Lately, she hasdevcio- 
xd another passiCM. She has 
iken to writing poetry. 
apparently .thisis not a priva- 
ic hobby—Mamiti doesn't 
do uything in private. Viij> 
tors, who read Bengali, are 
made to read a fat book of ter* 
riblc verse called Mother. 
This is a set of 70 poems on 
the theme o( mothers and 
mother India. 

Not only this. 
Mamaia has also wrin- 
en one volume cd' her 
metnoin called Upahbdhi 
(ReahsadonX This is g<Hiig 
to be published shortly^ 


WIUIM 0plll tiM 
btem? 

■ Ajaodxr conoovahial 
bock is going lo bit 
the stands in September. The 


ki tlw Mrtti, tlwr* ara only two 
iabblea; Aatl Hmmknkm Woo uw 
N«T. Roma Rao. 


ATELUGUDESAM PARTY WORKER 


f 



former Intelbgence Bureau 
(IB) chief. M.K. Narayanao. 
is wnting hu memoirs, 
which promise 10 be more 
controversial dun the auto* 
biognphy of former Presi> 
dentR. Veokataraman. 

Narayanan was the IB 
chief during the Chandn 
Shekhar regime. He is one of 
(be ux officers against 
whom the Rao government 
wants to proceed in the Rajiv 
Gandhi assassination case. 
He is also a member of the 
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation. 

So. (he book is being 
awaiied eagerly. U U plaui* 
ed as a lOCXpege volume 


with six cbtipusn. Nanya* 
nan i s thctto ng it to the secro- 
carial pool of (he Madras IB 
uaiL Those who have seen 
the floppy disk uy that U 
deals with the dismissal of 
suie governments, relations 
with the Prime Minister, and 
askoned anecdotes about the 
days of the Chandra Sbekhar 
regime. 

$0 come Septem¬ 
ber. there's going to be a lot 
of reading to do. Narayanan 
has been super diicraet so 
far. The column he writes for 
the daily, Asian Age. rarely 
refers to (he controversies 
during his tenure. 


A quick lookatthe South Asian capitals 

■ N»w MW: The dty w» vieualM asa set ol 
concentric circles, but It went wrong somewhere M 
between—le a result, while the centre of India's capital la 
spacious and graen, the outlying veisare a set of dusty 

overgrown skims, but tfs gracious and It's cheap. 


■ MaRnpoTR: RemMs one of Oubai. 8 ofh ire tancy 
new cities with no hem and no soul. The plus side is that It 
Is very clean. The minus aids«that It Is a criminR offence 
not to flush a pubHc toilet or chew gum. 


■ BanWwic Resemblea a building sRi because 
ThaHvm high rate of growth has led lo tnassiva 
pevatop me nt. Forget about tna commercial so; scene— 

that's a smaH touristy side 10 the cky. The TM ate a warm 
and friend pBOph and desiM the pcMon. BangluA 
throbs wim HR. 


■ MmM A tkiy dty on the waterirwk. It iinetls 
perrnaMntty of fob and cocoml oB. TlR imMafttt B 

enchanting comblution of British and chiebi. 


■ KWIiaiRtfw TMar than Cotonbo and an even more 
Ifllrigiiing rnbe Wewn NQBi area peiminam prew 
the city. M lhay dafina W socW bR. ConWne Ml wRh lha. 
Mkig lourw pepuwion. and yoii bevi M 
mounttn cky whtcii R M of surprteai. 


Will W play safe in hik 
bocdcaswdl? 


or Rao, Ihiy and 
RAW 

■ Tbe search is on for a 
new chief of the 
Reaeareb and Analysis Wing 
(RAW). 

The praMDt head. Avtar 
Singh Siyali, who is secrcta* 
ry.RAW, retiree on 1 June. 
Tbt speculaboo ii on about 
«dio will succeed him. The 
choice is between two 
secretary •level contenders. 

Runikira Rao is number 
ooe on the Uei. A high-flying 
officer from Kameuka. Rao 
was earlier looking arier 
Pakistan and now handles 
Sri Laska. He was responsi¬ 
ble for the briefing on Prab- 
hakiran. Sri Lanka and the 
LTTE that the PM got from 
RAW 00 (he eve of the 
Chandrika Kumaratunge 
visit. Nerasimha Rao is 
reported to have been quite 
appreckative of his work. 
And it helps that he's (he 
semor-most after Siyali. 

The second in the running 
is Ranjan Roy. wbo loc^ 
ato the CIS coumrice and 
Russia. Roy hie the repuia- 
lien of b^g a good intellig¬ 
ence man. widi an eiement of 
street'smartness. He*s also 
the son-in-law of former IB 
chief. Hari Anand Barari. 

Letters are being wriiten 
to cabinet secretary Sur- 
eodra Singh, exioHing the 
virtues of both. Clearly, both 
can't be secreiary.RAW, and 
mr can they stay m in ihe 
•me organlsorion after one 
^ oeen promoted, because 
(bey bate each other. 

So a plan was afoot to 
maifF one of them the chair¬ 
man cf the Joint Inielligence 
Committee (JIC). But that 
poet was filled up last week 
by ad^tional secretary in 
RAW. R.J. Kburana. So the 
keer win probably be made 
ipei^ secretary, while the 
winaer gAs (he 
secretaryship. • 


















PliMM •psaklng 

■ Tbe mjfiiiter for pari i- 
memtry affairy, 
MMa&i Sbi^ is tht bucai 
cauit of coofUct beiwm 
S.B. Chavafl and RiiM 
FttM. And Ibis tiow dw 
irdttM » (ibout 4 pit* 
Pt. 

Malang Siu^ wanted 
pyfo to Ludhiana for a steer¬ 
ing of MPa, so he raquesred 
the home minisuy to lend 
him (he ESH plane — (here 
ii only one in the minisiry. 
which ii shared by Plks ai^ 
Chavan. Singh said that be 
would pay forit, andOtavaD 
obbgingly gave the 
fo-ihei^ Whic^ would 
have been fine hM Rafe^ 
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HEARD IN NEW DELHI 

Aftoetii m t > Uct loi »u , It It ctetr 
that Ltloo It tilt wl mite tfid that 
NaratlmM Rao It a $sHu, 

A JANATA OAtMP 


4 



of (he beaeCcuhes to die 
sugar ecaadal? 

On (be day he quit. Rai 
bad promised to reveal the 
namesof all (hose, including 
(hose m (be PMOs who had 
beitfhied fram (he delay in 
dw decision (o Impofl sugar. 
At (he bcgianing of (he see- 
aiofl be ic4d reporters he h^ 
filed an a^icarirm with (be 
Speaker for a penonal clartfi- 
cation—whi^hewaseMitl- 
ed to as an outgoing mirusier 


— eeplaioiog (he cimunut* 
ances in which he 
resigned. But nothing 
more was heard of ibe appli¬ 
cation. A few days ago. Rai 
wm polled titling in Central 
Hall in grave consutotioo 
wHh forroer Madhya 
Pmdtdi Governor Median)- 
mad Shafi Quraishi and his 
menior. Chandra Sh^u. 

Apparently. Chandra 
^mkhar udd him lo tit mum 
viihoirt saying a word about 


IMpMth M: inum lallM 


GHtC K- L I b I 


Who predicted what for the Congressd) 

in Bihar 


1 


Pilot not requisitioned the 
plane on the same day. For¬ 
mer RAiasthan chief minister 
Harideo Joshi had died on 
that day. so Blot was to go (o 
Banswara to aoend the fune¬ 
ral of a leader from his home 
$ta(e. When be asked for the 
plane he was told Chavan 
had already lent it to 
Singh. 

Pilot was furious. 
He’s now telling friends that 
Chavan is bpilding up 
Matang Singh against him. 
Those close to Chavan say 
he’s inct^blf of such 

deviousoess. But cleariy (he 
air between Chavan and 
Blot has beccane thicker. 


Food for thought 

■ Whoever happened 
10 Kalpnaih RaTi 
direai of raveaUii||BKWttab 


■ PrflMBIMdiga|M3Gmarou4ngwelcornewhen 
he went to tout the Mile (erowdi came up to him and 
Uased his hands and pledoed they would vole Congress). 
ProOebiyonthitbaels, Mukherjee'irapontolhePMon 
BIher mU conMenity Ihei the Congress would get more 
thin 140 seats. The perty Is not Hk^ to cross 60 


weeks He w» certain Mine Congress would go beyond 
the 73 sttts it held M Be lss( Assembly, end cauhously 
predicted lOOseetsintMs round cl pcM. The Kesrl-thesis 
was that the Congress would be me single-largest pa^. 
crucial In helping the ruing party to form the govenvnem. 
How terribly wrong he was 


■ Rmi LtfdiM 8li« YliBav: Attirst. he saw that 
the Congress wouW be the sin^e-targest party; then he 
saw. It would get 100 seats. On the day me results were 
coming out Yadav corrfessed that he was scanning the 
map to see wtwv the party was winning. 


• RiMm Was the wvest of them aU. She saw 

that the Congress would not iQsa, but refused to commit 
hersetf on the moot manber of seels the party woidd get 
However, she dW say whalswT.N. Seshan was doing was 
corred. TIM put ths itaTip on the worsl-ever deckniWon 
of the Congress In Bihtf. 


■ M. AMmita ToW/eaomrs ki Cemf HM M 
the Congraes W BIw wovtdMerose SO MAS. Tbi 01% 
one «4)o spoke the inth 


his s(inl as food mipisier, 
either in hU defence or to 
reveal other cuplKt^. Rai told 
him he agreed. Hadn't Ltw 
PM said another toUAd 
of Cabincl reshuffle was due 
in April? So the appUca- 
(ion for a personal clarifica** 
uon Is still with the Speaks. 
Ii is likely to come up only 
after the next Cabinet 
reshuffle. 


In honM w« trust 

■ What is the easiest 
way to keep a govern- 
ment house? Turn it into a 
trust. 

Zail Singh's family U pur¬ 
suing this optioo after orders 
were given Aat they pay mar¬ 
ket rent for (he Number 4. 
Circular Road house (bat the 
former PreskleDt occu¬ 
pied. Some weeks ago, the 
directorate of estates wrote a 
letter to his family asking 
them to vacate dv boose. 
The family petitioned the 
Prime Minister, who replied 
that they coidd keep the 
house, provided (bey paid 
marfM rent. 

Market rent for the 
palaual bouse will be 
staggenog. So die move ii 
CD to turn 4. Circular Road 
into a tfusi or a memoriiil ao 
that die family c« coodnue 
loitayoD. • 
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Mil fW'k' 


St how long Is 12 years? 

ong enough to see leader* rise and fall. Borders 
cduflne the world. Wiincss hislory being rewrliten- 
Ml this, while in the heart of Scotland, Black Oog 
luletly maiurcH u> reach perfection. For only in the 


fullness of time do me scleci nalurel ingredients of 
the Highlands work ihclr magic with agc-..ld 
distilling secrets. Only alter 12 yearb of aging 
gracefully docs DUck Dog acquire Us amokey. 
mellow taste The rare taste of perfection. 


Rick Rare. And 12 year<f old. 






Winning With Technology 





Gives your car that advantage 


Automotive erigine technologies are consiantty changing T>te 
trend is towards snialfer engines wnrch deliver more power but rev 
taster and run hotter. This puts more stress on the engine as well 
as its fubncant 

Keeping pace with these new technologies. Castrot now 
introduces Castro! GTX Extra^a vasitv superior mUtigrade en^ne 
CHl meeting API SQ specifications For rxreased resistance to 

thermal and viscoeity breakdown and better protection lor your car 

engine- Castro! GTX Extra, with enhanced liquid engmeermg. 

The specialty imported base oils, selected additive package and 
20W/50 viscometncs o1 Castrol GTX Extra give your en 9 ir>e the 
extra advantage ki the dusty, hot, Indian dnvng conditioos 


Castrot BTX mXTRA ofhr$: 

• Exceptional engine protection and 

JeanUntea 

• Longar enghe life 

• Smooth tKlseleas running 

• PeduceO oH thkkaning 

• Increned realiiance to thermal and 
vlaeaalty beelrdown 

« Excellent reetetance to low temperature 
•Uidge formation 

Sn shoi. CaM GTX Extra IS recomrriended lor 
Extra or^iMry pertomiance all Indian 
and inpodedcers 


u 




Vi/Ofio Cttmpm Lutmcants 
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Waning for 
Bombay 


I I i» probably for the first 
time that the delicate issue 
of commuiuUism is being 
haiuUed by an Indian filmma' 
ker. That's why the cover 
story on Bombay (2—8 
April) was an intellectual 
feast 

It was heartening to note 
that Mani Ralnam, in the 
face of stiff <^)po8ition from 
the Censor Board, the Shiv 
Sena and what-have^you. 
stuck to his guns and refused 
to give in to their various 
demands (barring, of course, 
in the few areas in which he 
had to give way). 

U is high lime that people 
in (his country realist the 
gravity of (be ills of conunu* 


nalism. And it doesn't help 
when the popular Hindi 
fiims have simplistic 
ponruy als ot' H indu-Musli m 
amity which are ridiculous 
to the extreme. It takes a 
director of Ratnam's calibre 
to bring out the siari realities 
that prevail in our society. 

As we eagerly await the 
release of Bombay, we can 
only hope that the film will 
conceal the ugl inesu of what 
happened in ^ Bombay 
nets with what you dewribe 
as iissubtie handling and arti* 
slic brilliance. 

Manse, bwma fSaiar) 

■ Bom^y's selling point, it 
seems to me. is the musk 
more than anything else. As 
has rightly bitn pointed out 
in the cover story, it has been 
proved lime and again that 
the captuh ng of the H indi 
film industry by ^th Indian 
films is due mainly to their 
refreshingly original music 
scores—ones that are vastly 
different from their repiti- 
tive. boring and uninsfriied 
northern counteiparts. 

Bombay's audio cassettes 
are already doing a roaring 
business. The songs areunde* 
niably catchy; but whai is 
tmvc important is that they 
don’t vanish from your mind 
without leaving any impres* 


sion on it. Rather, rt is (he 
other way round. You feel 
like humming along when 
Ihe songs arc playing, and if 
you've heprd them once, you 
are hooked on ii> (hem foe- 
vcr. The number Hamais all 
set (o become a chartbreaker 
artd I think A.R. Rahman is 
an exiremely talented musk 
director who will give us 
more such gems in the future. 

Here's wishing Rahman 
all the luck that he might 
ever need (o succeed. 

SwdMr Pepra. Mew 



T hi^ refers to the sn i ppci 
gossip item publish^ in 
your magazine on Mrv 
Vy^ayamimala Bali and the 
government bungalow 
(Mhi diary, 26 March — I 
April). 

The Mory is totally false 
and whiten with mala fide 
intentions. The whter of ihi ^ 



piece should have cross¬ 
checked (he facts with Mrs 
Vyjayantimala Bali, which 
areas follows: 

Mrs Vyjayantimala Baii 
is a nominated member of 
the Rajya Sabha and her term 
is for another four- 
and-a-ha If years. Bui your 
piece wrongly mention!) her 
as a "fonner" member of Par¬ 
liament. She was elected lo 
(he Lnk Sabha two times 
from south Madras and hod 
served the Parliament with 
distinction. Therefore the 
President of India hod nomi¬ 
nated her in the artiste 
category. 

I am asked to clahfy that 
Mrs Vyjayantimala Bali hud 
only cited Shri Vasum Sathe 
in the u nique deci.tion ut w ai' 
ving the rental arrears on 
govemrttent accommoda* 
tk>n. The report on Shri K.C. 
Pant is absolutely falKC. She 
had not raised the issue. 
Sueftindra Bali. Maw Doth! 

We reffrer (ienribinK Mi’s 
Baii rtf a former M.P. As she 
has herseif admitted to 
raising the issue of arrears, 
citing Mr Vrt.ton/ Sathe's 
case as a precedence, no 
further clarijlcoiion is 
necessary, 

Editor 


Caution, danger 
ahead 


^^spite all the noise and 
■iCcommotion. the Vishwa 
Hindu Pari shad's (VHP) 
attempt to launch a move¬ 
ment to liherate the temple 
a I Ka.shj was a low-key. low- 
response affair iCherio 
Varanasi. 12—-18 March). 

'Hie hard fact is (hat, hav¬ 
ing been deflected from the 
Ayodhya tangle, the saffron 
brigade is focussing tts atten¬ 
tion on Kashi. Not all the dis¬ 
claimers by the Bharatiya 
Janata Party can convince 
anyone (hat the 'liberalion’ 
of Mathura and Kashi is not 
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on Us political ^enda. 
Instead of aligning with the 
rel igious forces, the B J P has 
lef\ the spearheading of the 
campaign to (he VHP. Even 
the RSS now maintains that 
the Kashi stir should be left 
to (he VHP. 

Alt this carries an ooiin* 
ous message for the counoy. 
While the Congress vaciUa* 
les between (he 'moderate’ 
^•ecu1ahsm of Narasimha 
Rao and the assertive pro* 
mjnon(y seculaiism of 
Afjun Singh, the BJPwill 
seek to reap an electoral harv- 
es( out of a perceived crystal* 
lisaiion of moderate Hindu 
opinion in its favour. 

li was rhe electorate of 
north India which in 
defeated the communal 
extremists and rendered (he 
Ayodhya dispute an eJec(o> 
ral non*issuc. All political 
parties should draw the ngh( 
lessons from this to ensure 
that Kashi Is not convened 
into another battleground 
between command forces. 
/ntsnef K. JMt. Shyanmepnr 
(WmiBengelf 


person to undergo a bypass 
surgery without coughing up 
a substantial amount of 
money. How then, does Dr 
Trchain jUNiify a bypass sur¬ 
gery and dismiss a heart tran¬ 
splant so easi I y? Espec ial I y 
when a bypa.ss surgery ai 
Escorts, where he works, is 
the most expensive in the 
country. 

9.LPtm,D9tN 


best cardiac surgeons in the 
country, but it is eaucmely 
unfair and unprofessional on 
his part to dismiss the first 
heart transplant in the coun« 
try by Dr Venugopal at the 
All India Institute of Medi¬ 
cal Sciences (A llMSl as a 
mere stunt, (t is quite possi¬ 
ble that at present, heart trens* 
plants may not be viable in 
the counuy, but after all. 
someorte, somewhere has 
got to make a start. 

Dr Trehan claims to have 
done 2,000 bypass surgeries. 
1 am sure he would remem¬ 
ber that when bypass surger¬ 
ies were first dorie in (he 
country, they were very 
expensive. Even today, it is 
impossible for aii ordinary 


T he answer to the cover 
story Wiil this man 
destroy Bombay ? depends 
on how Bai Thackeray is 
judged by the fourth estate, 
because it was the same 
fourth eMate which was 
instrumental in creating a riR 
among the Janata Dal 
leaders ruling the nation 
under V.P. Singh. (26 
March— I April). 

Whatever may be (he opin¬ 
ion of the press against the 
Opposition-led govern- 
menu in general, and Bal 
Thackeray in particular, it 
must wei^ (he pros and 
cons of the present aoarchk 
condUioos prevai^ in the 
couQiiy—cooditkau which 
have, to a large degree, been 
created by the infiltration of 
ISI agenta in the guiae of 
refugees or illeg^ immigr* 


I t seems a classic case of 
sour grapes with Dr Tre¬ 
han {Henri and hand 2^b 
April). He may be one of the 


ants from Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. These agents 
function with only one aim; 
that of descroyi ng India as 
soon as an opportunity pms- 
enis itself. Shouldn't we 
think twice, therefore, 
before damning Thackeray 
for speaking out against such 
infiltrators? 

When other nations of (he 
svorid. including (he USA, 
can deport illegal immigr¬ 
ants fr^ their countries, 
then why is such a hue and 
cry being raised over Maha¬ 
rashtra’s wish (0 rid itself of 
such additional artd unwelco¬ 
me burdens? 

After all. it is in our own 
national interest. We still 
cannot provide all the basic 
amenities to our own 
citieens; it is time we took 



some serious steps to curb 
' the growing menace of these 
illegal immigrant, who 
could well be enemy agents 
in disguise. 

V. Bodhu. Bombay 
fMaheniaMra; 

Wit** reference to the story 
The vanishing trick (2—S 
April), we wont to stair that 
N.D. Tewati contested rhe 
1991 LokSabha and 
Assembly elections and won 
t^ Assembly etecHon. He 
did not contest the next 
(I99Jf electionsfor the 
Asumbty. as the story 
wron$fy mentioned^ We 
regret the error. 

Editor 
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MK UIUMVIW tMC^OfMOU 


■ Swtde^doesfiot 
prohibit the flow of 
technology ttd c^n(il» but 
we went coiopuier dope. 
tMipotito chips. 

Muxu Masohar Joau. 

BJP prtsiiUni 

41 There ire 00 ihorKitfi 
to powtf. The only wty CO 
ichieveourgoel ii 
through uoleeshinf mess 
movemencs. 

KuodsHENSmcH 


SuXItFT. CPHM) gffmai 
s^crttary, m forming o 
coo^iriMi fovrmmatf at 
ihtCantrt 

■ OueisfthemMBkMii 
relMkinihipontt 
idrotatk^pi^-Wedo 
not hm ID coofroQi the 
kMMjcfhwerof MJUiy we 
e:9erkoced Wfaea we 
woricod with ihe J«MCi 
PMtyvdutaiwe 
n^poned die JoMta Dei. 

lJLfmm.BJPkadar, 
DR Ae JJF'Sfcfv 5m 
cofRbtnegDvenvnen/in 
hiaharaoktra 

■ Adveai laeaa 10 be 
deydneadag^out 
becQOtiai the Prime 
MtDisar. 

JaMMOBAM PO^AB. A/CC 
genendiecrcsory 

■ Myheahbiiftaaetk 
iod 1^ bfiia li lo pees 
coDdMoD. Andtflonbe 


of ioy oee. please write and 
tell me: do diis, don't do 
this or do it this way. 

T.N. Seshan. chi^ 

tUcriom commissioner, 
whm asked ^he ¥fouidJoin 
polifks afur rerirtmsnt 

■ 1 never interfere in 
govcranect affain. 1 do 
sotevoDgotomy 
ho^iad's room irnkss be 
cattime. 

Iabhm PAxvAna ^ 
Amftnt Pnidesb cAief 
mteUier Mr kama Rao 


■ tffovorfiva yean from 
now, I am niU not in die top 
100 or top $0 and not 
fening Imo die main dnw 

Slam evems 
directly, I won't give up 
tenaUiafrumdon. 

lAANDER Pass, smir MW 

■ Ikziowthitooeday, 
when 1 loae all ray stardom, 


ru be vay sad. ni be 
shattered. Maybe ru die. 
Maybe ru taitt to drinks, 
drags, commii suicide. 

&1AH RUKH KHAN.>?/ffl star 


B When you are in love, 
you don' t think of food, 
money or anything 
matoial. Wl^useis 
floandiJ secvcrity in a 
reUtkmship if tlm is no 
emodonaiiecartty? 
AVESRAjHULKAi/Vm 
actress 
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P9OIAI>Mi9C^/lD.0*O:9i 



McTCtfd's lie^up wiih Ma«leiCanJ. made possible by 
Bank ot Daroda. is all set to unveil a whole new world 
of tun and entenainment before you. By giving you an 
additioftal advantage of access to over 
45.000 esiablishmeoU in India and Nepal. 
Eaclnsive restatnnts, fast food joints, 
boutiques, depanment stores, tnvel agencies... 
the list is endless. 

So. get geared lo master the world with a master lic-up. 


OMffrearii makes it easier 


M E R C A U I) E T 1). 



Interested? just fi II in this coupon for yoor application lorm 
and mail it to Mercaid Ltd.. 42, ^ers Road. Royapenah. 
Madras 600 014. Or call MadraS'B26dl49, 
Bangalore-573541, Bombay-2663640/2662 361, 
Calcuna-299277, New Del hi-6654037/6677825. 


Name 

Occupation 

Address 


















COUNTERPOINT 


ViRSANGHVt 


Behind 

Doordarshan’s 

victoiy 

Market fon es sa ved India's national 
udvvixion network 


• • 





I i\k> »cars *1 
y«»ti wvn' U\ :inI. 
ansK^ly 

ihcissori'ii'Ni um';ir 

lu^ in 

IlhUil UiTC. \\k- 
ChaiKC" lluti 

I hey wi^iUi luiNc 
icpiieJ. Inihnii 
jnJ 

diu^lum. C)iK' i«f Ww uiicHpceiitl Mtk’ 
effects ot’ hHt'rultsniKin ih*n lc^^ 
pi'oplc wouM^'ivv iIm( ansvbei Mniiiy, 
lor muny >curs, hulu i>|K!i:*icd on 
iIk key- i nun piitKipIo vvlH*n i: ivmK' u» 
(he |nih!»c sevtof. The ar^uiMcoi m»*«> 
lhai (here wus luKhm^ uithiKiim* 
nuliccii iiHluOnev .im1 Uut iiK'i>i>p«ih 
JiJ iioi iuvesN<inly hiccJ All 

you h<idl(>OciNV.iN iolinila hrilii;ini manii 
^eroroWKvr.iiiil put hitn cnch.ir^zc 

kcy-iii.io wiiiikl sh.iki, (he i>r(:aiM< 
Sill ion up aiitj >vnukl linnsloim ifv nuim- 
gerial siylc. Thus, smwsovc govern 
nicnis huMoJ Ifiemseivcs in I'liulin^ 
clucl* executives for liiJi.m .\irlinc>. 
Minislcrs winilJ hark Kick to the «l.t>^ 
ttlK-n An Marshal I jI h.kl IvmctI »l»r 
iur I i nc urcHinO ami v. < hi id I : h y a i ni ■ 
(ar mw non s.*rw 11 lan a eer 
The same (vnurrw u.is apj^u'J in 
Air ln*1ia und UtjiciIk'^iU' iun airhnes 


t «ete run by a mmx'c^nkyi of minisieriiil 

* aj»p«Ni«i'cs Air Marshal Ram Das. L- 
I V.imnU’v. KajiiA ietky. Yogi Devcsh* 
j ss.ir, eu'. 

■ Mar»y <»f ihcse men were ouisiundin^ 

* rn.nij^^ei V .iimI yci. in ihc lon^ nin. n<Hic 
mI tik'm mwk any JilTercncc. Titough 
iiiiproveincnis Uul uikc place, ihey 
iK'wr hrsieJ. AnJiegurdlcssol rbetjuuli' 

' i> of Ihe chief extvtihves. India's airli* 
I lies Keuine ptanly ntn goveniroenf 
j iixHiopolies on par with AeroJiul or 
; larom. 

* All ol (hat changed aller (he itpvn* 
' skies (Milfi'y Nm vMiiier did Irkdian Airii* 
I Ill's face coiiipetKum fnmi (he pnva(e 
I >.<1^7% If ism M quickly got its k< logc* 
[ itiei liic (wo Ml)s who oversaw this 
; iransition Ifoni slnpjiy |HiMie scclor 
; monopiily (o a'blivciy effieicni marlici 
I leaik-i wecvlHilhlow proHIv joinhsccre- 
I lariev Ncilhcr fit (he key-man 

description.. 

’I'he lesson was clear. In (he kmg run, 
imlivicloafs dim*I mailer, market ibnres 
<lo. 

S oiiKihin^* simifar is happening in 
^ the :.isc of IXtordarshair though reta¬ 
in els iCMiT people seem (0 have nutie- 
«-d (Ins. When STAR T V firM started bea- 
niiuL' its signal to India, many of Aii 
ht'lii'vc'd Hiat ihc elii’f would desert the 
naiionai nclwrirk When Zee TV's popu¬ 



lar blend of suap operas and Bollyw(K>d 
masahi hit (he flindi-speakitig market, 
DO seemed cm its last legs. As the new 
channels multiplied, many of us wrote 
Dtxmlarshan' s obit uary. 

And yet, (be iruib is that DD bus done 
an fiklian Airlines on the oilier chan- 
nels. Contrary 10 enpecialiotis, ii has not 
been kmvked out of the race. Instead, it 
is the clear market leader. 

Patily it is lhul,like Irkdian Airlines, 
DcMxtlarshan has the udvaniage of size 
and reach. Its main channel reaches 247 
million homes. Ihe newer MeirC' chan¬ 
nel reaches f4 million homes. 

Contrast thi.s with the cable networks 
and the satellite channels. Most e&iima- 
ics have it that imly 10 milikm homes in 
India are equipped wifh satellite dishes 
and caNe connections. TTweforc. even 
the urban DD2* Metro channel has the 
potential to reach 40 per cent more 
homes ihan the most successful satellite 
network. 

Doordarshan has used this advaniage. 
10 its benefit. When Zee first came on 


l&B secretary Bhaskar Chose (left) and his additional 
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(he nit. II Odmaged DO. Bui In momhN. 
(he empire hud sinick hack. The Metnt 
ehnnnel stole ilic eihos ki! Zee. pud 
more money for progi amines and reach¬ 
ed u much larger audience. 

Thai the siraiegy is working clear 
from the figurex. In March the 
iiaiional network was watched by noly 
I M per LCiu of those Bombay htwKs 
dial owned TV seK In Maah IW. the 
figure was up lo 29.1 ptrr cem. The 
same is irue ot most other elites. In Cul- 
cut la, viewership is up to 35,6 per cent 
from ] 7.7 per cent and in Delhi lu 40.4 
per cent from 26.4 per ccni. 

Even ihc Metro channel, which h.is 
been ihc .subject of the most concened 
ailack, is gaining viewers every day. 
Last February, li had a viewership uf 
.3H ,7 per cent. This year »v recorded a fi vc- 
pthm increase to 43.7 per cent. And this 
I' despite ihe renewed Zee attack, the 
laiK'h of El, TV and the popularity of 
the cable networks. 

When il coitKs lo viewership. there h 
ni\ doubt ihul Doordarshan hsLc w&ed Its 
ma.ssive advantage to knock lU rivals 


The confidence 
that DD exhibits 
represents a 
marked change 
from its attitude 
only two years ago 
when everybody 
thought that It was 
on its deathbed. 
Far from 

destroying DD, the 
competition has 
actually 
energised it 


right iHJiofihcnng. 

B UI ihcrc’s mor^. 1 rwlilionally. Door 
darshun has heen perceivi^ as an 
incoiT^lcnt slumbering b^*itk>th thal 
i\ slow lo respond to changes m the 
markci. 

No Umget, 

Its international channel went or. the 
air ufivr a minimum of prupurmioo and 
cheekily, used (he /ee TV trjospunder' 
on Asiusat. Then, jusi as Zee and ATN , 
were engaged in a lirc.somc slugging ' 
match over (he launches of (heir pay TV ; 
movie channels. Dourdorshan surprised > 
everybody with a freC‘(o>airmovie chan¬ 
nel that came out befivrc its competitors, 
DD has huge plan> for the future. 
Now that ils rivals have not succeeded 
in v*ibotaging DD3, it looks as though 
ibe upmurt»et channel will he on the air 
by (be summer. There is talk of a 
24-hour international network that will 
move fruiii the Zee transponder lo ano¬ 
ther saielHtc. AimI moves are afoot to 
give ihe pwchydermaJ DD1 wi identity 
of its own. 


The confidence ih<ii Dl) ( %lMbus 
rcpfx.'scnis a marked change from iKaU). 
ludc only two years ago when every ho- | 
dy thought that it was on its dcuihScJ. 
For Ihim destroying il. the compel kkhi 
luis actually energised il. Not only docs 
it have the largest reach, kt also makes 
the most money and — this is the icully 
surprising bit —• scemf much more on- 
the-ball and focussed than all oi its 
compel I tors, 

T he UD cxpuncnct prosids's prcH^ol 
the weakness of ihc key-man 
approach. The secrviary jt the informa¬ 
tion and broadcasting ministry is 
BhuskarCiKuse, In I9I^K, hewusihekey* 
man chosen by ihc PririK Minister's 
OffKC u> revamp DDas its dirccri»r gene¬ 
ral. Though fihose introdiieeJ a much- 
needed glasitost.he was dufcuied hy the 
system in the end. 

Now. (he system iiscT has changed. 
And Chose ami his additional sccK*t;if>, 
Raiikani Basu. who doubles ;is director 
general, have mkin«iged a iruly amaFing 
transfootuiion ihut nr> key-man 
approach could ever have achieved. 

Of course, they have their problems 
within Doordatshan. Few public sector 
organisations can employ as many buf¬ 
foons in such exalted slots. Many of the 
old-style DD pixiple arc still resilient to 
change. And as the aborted bun eh of 
DD3 last year demonstrates, there ore 
lobbies working against the 
organisation. 

My point Is that the iranstoriiutiun 
has taken place despite all these pn> 
bicms. I don't wish m detract from 
Chose and Basu’s considerable achieve* 
mems. hul I think that even ihey would 
agree that none of ihis would have heen 
possible in the old monopoly era. It was 
only when an open-skies bromlcusting 
envirimment w as ti^rced on U!) that ii 
became able to compete effectively. 

Once again, the lessen is the same as | 
it was with Indian Airlines. The public | 
sector shsiuld not fear market f<trees. On I 
the contfory, competition may be the | 
on A way to save the pubi i c sector, • 


letary, R. Basu, have managed a truly amazing 


achieved 









THE BIG 



Scotland Yard arrests Iqbal ‘MirchV 
Mempn, the Bombay don 




H e had begun lo believe ibai 
ii would never happen. In 
1984. Iqbal Mohammad 
Memon. alia«» Iqbal Mir- 
chi. one of Bombay's besi* 
known drug traffickers and smugglers, 
left India for the secunty 
of Dubai. Over ihe next 
decade, he built upa fortu* 
ne estimated at several 
million dollars and own¬ 
ed prc^riics in three con¬ 
tinents. He was able to 
claim that he was now a 
respeciabic businessman 
and that it was defamato¬ 
ry to call hirnacriminal. 

On 3^pril 1995. Mir- 
chi's carefully- 


constructed world fell apart. A smooth 
opcraiion between the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBh. Scotland Yard ^ 
Interpol resulted in his arrest from his 
home in Hornchurch. Essex, in Englarnf. 
The next morning. Mir- 
chi was produced at the 
Bow Street court and 
Justice Peter Badge refus¬ 
ed a bail olTer of 2.50.000 
pounds and remanded 
him to cusiody till 6 
April. On 6 April, the 
judge refused bail again 
till 13 April, 

As Si'NDAY goes to pre¬ 
ss, Mirchi languishetv in 
jail, his principal aim 
now being to avoid 


THn BomlMy Mnata; ttio authorttlot el 


extradition to India. 


T he operation to exinKlilc Miichi 
began in the middle of March. 
Though (he cases ugainM him hiid been 


HOT PEPPER ■ The life and crimes of Iqbal Mirchi 


TmtUMI: His full name is 
Mohammad Iqbal Mcinon. But he 
has been called Mirchi since the 
raid- Si xiies. This is becau.se he 
began in business hy selling mirch 
maaaia from two illegal pavement 
stdls near his hom&i o Bombay' s 
Mohammad Ali Road. 

He u.sed to resent being called 
Mirchi on the grounds that (his 
detracted from his tiewly-^uired 
status as a businessman. But now 
(hat Memon haa beu>mc a dirty word 
after (he bomb blasts and Tiger 
Memon, he » probably gJai for the 
new name. 

For (be record, he is no relation to 
the bomb blasu Memons. The name 
itself oQly denotes a community of 


prosperous Gujarati Muslims from 
Kutch (the Kutchi Meraoiu) and 
SaurMhiraCHaloi Memona). 

The name Mirchi has caused some 
merriment in (he London courtroOTi 
becau.se Iqbal is referred to as Mr 
Murchy or even Mr Muich. 

THE BACKfiROUNO: Iqbal Mirchi's 
brother was a customs officer, so i( 
was probably logical for bim to start 
off as a smuggler. According to the 
Bombay Cilice, be got in (ouch with 
(he E)ulMi-bu.sed smuggling 
syndicates and became one of their 
landing agutus. 

He used to deal in gold and 
naiuHics which his principals would 
sendtoasiie lOO km south of 



m* pnBo# Mg that MlroM Movnd to fi 
that oonM bM Mwtfliig Mo ImIo 
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Million ««• tlM ••cr«t banker baMnd ttia 


pcndmjt iiir irmny vcars, ti was KW\y on and Ausiralia. 

22 Mu^'h (Kilt the CBI sent a cunimu- Interpol was asked to pul Mcinon <in 
n) que 1 0 Ou h;< i and London about iis' red noiice* I Kt. This is a I i si of inter- 
Munmn's atliviUcs. Sicialar notices naiional criminals who arc wanted in 
were circuhilcd to engnthes in Africa ihcir couMties of origin. ft>lice forces 



Bombay iQhal would colkct (be 
CQA$igiunen( and pus ii on to 
wholnakrs. 

11CCAM.Y MlSmOS: Inevitably. 
Mlrda moved out of being a mere 
landing agent, and almg with his 

partner Mohammad Dos&a. set up oti 

his own. 

Bui (be real teesdihrough came 
when be linked up with Dawood 
fbrabim who was Bombayleading 
ikn is (be Lfte-Seveobes and 
evly'Eighties. Aecerdag (o the 
Bor^y Police, he became partners 
with Dawood ia a luooocics 
bperarion. 

vm mAWmmL Accocdlng to 
Mirdii Umialf. he bis busbesaes 


which are members of Interpol are requi* 
red to arrest oil such criminals and 
eKindite diem. 

On 3 April. i1 was csiahhshcd that 
Memon was in (lie l)K. The CBI. 
through the Indian High Commission in 
London, asked Scotland Yard to effca 
an arrest. The 45-yv’ar*old Mirchi w us 
taken into custody on the grounds that 5 
tnilKon Mandrax tablets seized from a | 
jeep in Bombay in September IW | 
belonged to him. He spent ihc night in 
Cannons Row police sluiion. denying 
the charges and pleading hi« inncxvnce. 

The next muming. Alison Riley, 
appearing for the Crown Prosecution 
Service representing the inicrests of the 
Indian government, told JuMicc Badge 
that Memon was un intemiidonal drug 
dealer with underworld links stretching 
acToss Bombay, Dubai. South Africa. 
Pakistan and Kenya. 

Moreover. Riley also claimed that 
Memon had been m possession of two 
different Indian passports at the time of 
his arrest. When the defence countered 
(hat these were continuation passports 
and were therefore cm I re I y legal, i he pro¬ 
secution said that Imcrpol had pmvided 
evidence to show ihai Mirchi hud five 
passports aluigethti including the two 
that were sci^d. Of these five, two were 
issued in Duhai and one in Bombay. All 
of this would make it easy for him to 
escape sverc he to he rj! eased from 
custody. 

Appearing as a prosecution witness, 
detective Sergeam David Jonts of Scot- 




abruod. In May 1994. he told 
Su?mAY."[ run a hold in Dubai, (be 
Itnperial Suites, and have a trading 
and shipping husinest. 1 also have as 
office and a food-processing factory 
in London." 

To (hi.s. the Bombay Police add 
(hat he also sgt up 
Mandrax-masuf. cturing units in 
east and south Africa and began 
dealing in precious metals in 
Londem. Singapore and Hong Kong. 
Moreover, twy the police, he owms 
propeny in the UK. the Gulf and 
Mauritius. 

In 1994. the Bombay Police 
claimed to have aeiaed US S31 
nu]li<m worth of drugs and 4,820 







j )und Yard's narcotics department 
that he had received calls from authorit* 
lev in the USA. Australia and Germany 
who had confirmed that Iqbal Memon 
— in hi s more fain i Uar al las of Iqbal Mir* 
chi — was an inieroaiional drug 
rralfickcr. 

Riley udded that custoins officers had 
infomied her-lhal the Mandnix seized in 
liomhay had a value of 4.00.(HX) pounds 
hui that ihe si reel value of each Mandrax 
lablcl was four pounds, so if the 
MunJrax consignment had in fact been 
sh q>pcd 10 South Africa as Mirchi had 
I n (ended then t ho v al uc wou Id have been 
32 million pounds. 

T he pmseculion's charges were refut* 
:d hy Alex Cameron. Memon's coun¬ 
sel. lie said that his client was a success- 
ful businessman who travelled a lot and 
that the charges against him were com* 
piciely false. Moreover, he said Mirchi 
hod come to Britain in February 1995 
even though he knew that Ihe Indian 
government wanted him to he 
extradited. Cameron maimained that 
this proved that Memtm-Mirchi had no 
desire to abscond. 

The defence counsel wan alsodismis* 
sive of a charge that was laier brought up 
by the prosecuii<Ki. Riley claimed that 
Interpol had revealed thM Memon w&s 
wanted in Bombay for the murder of a 
gangster called A mar Suvama, Appa¬ 
rently. Suvarna, a Memon associate, had 
become a police informer and had made 
•I dying declaration to the effect that he 
hod been murdered by Memon. 



Oawood tiM CBI oMm UmI MrcM Mrt Ibrihlm aM cloa» M«*el«ta 


Said Cameron. The murder of Suvar* husband of a British national, he had 
na lock place in Bombay in February overstayed his visa, 
last year and ii is curious thal a warrant 

for murder wa» produced between Tucs- V he c xiradi lion of Memon has been on 
day. 4 April and Thursday. 6 April.* I the Bombay ih)lice's agenda for 
Besides. Iw pointed nut Memon wax Iasi some months now. Bui because Mirchi 
in India in January 199.3 so he could bar- lived in Duhai which has no extrudithm 
dly have killed Suvama himself. treaty with India, the police were 

jy^e defence contention is that powerless. It was only when it was point- 
Memon ha.s a legal right to live in the ed out that Memon also had a house in 
UK. This might be correct because one the UK where he has insialied oneiifhis 
of Mirchi* s two wives has a Bni i sh pus&* i wo w i ves (t be other It ves in Duhai) t hal 
port. She atiernled ibe court hearing in a the CBI realised that It could have a case 
blue safwi/r kameez. stayed close to the for extradition, 
rest of the family and slipped out of a The CBI has lung been fmstrated by 
back-door. avoidingj<iumalists. its inability to extradite Du wood Ibra- 

According to Cameron. Memon has him and ii claims that Mirchi and 1 bra- 
leave to remain in the UK till December him arc close aviociaics. So. at least this 
1997 and it was hard to see how. as the 15 a beginning. Mirchi, of course, denies 


I HOT PEPPER 


kilos of Mandna ii^leu. atl of which 
belonged to Mirchi. 

THCSHVT: In 1984. Mirchi moved to 
Dubai. He says he did it 10 ‘conduct 
my trading activi ties*. The police say 
thdi he did it to be near the drug and 
gold syndicates that control aU 
smuggling into India. By some 
remaritable coincidence. Dewood 
Ibrahim also shifted to Dubei during 
the same period. 

However. Iqbal is nothing if not a 
muliinaiitmal operator. Hedsoowos 
a home in Honeburch in England 
and says he haiinvesied 700.000 
pounds in proj^eny in London. 

THE VINOmA: luuit year. Miftbi*i 


lawyers got in touch with Si/nday 
and offered an exclusive interview 
with their client. At ttk; tirae. the 
police force was kxAing for Mirchi. 
so the interview—conducted over 
(he pbonc—reprcs e nied a major 
scoop. 

Obviously. Mirchi had his own 
agenda. He wanled to rn^Le il known 
thal he was ihe unfonunace victim of 
a vendetta being conducted by a 
pc4ice officer. According to biro. 
Rahul $ur, Ibe deputy commUsiooer 
in charge of the oarcurics cell of (he 
Bombay Pdice bad been 
blacbnaibaghint HVough a close 
connection in Che oueolics 

bfiAcb. I anrttcied (be aitoMion of 
one OCP. Rtfuil Sur. who came to 


leam of my successful business 
activities.*' sud Mirchi .‘^omewhas 
pompously. "I cannot disclose the 
name of lhi*i agent o( the DCP. Bui 
one of my lawyer fiends in BonU)ay 
wax approached by him with the 
threat that unless I pay him Rs 50 
lakh, he will implicaie me in all sons 
of matters." 

Sur denies the allegatioo. "He is 
oui to malign me by spreading 
rumouni about my ioie^ty.* be told 
Sunday. But Mii^ insists thM he it 
the victim of a vendeoa. and his 
lawyer named Sur in a London court 
and brou^ up the issue of the 
vendetta. 

THE BOMB «4m; Bombay's 
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):iH>wing Ibrahim well. "I 
have no involvement 
with Dawood Ibrahim/' 
he told Sunday last year. 

While no claim to the 
effect that Mcmon was 
involved in the March 
1993 bomb blasu was 
made in the British coim, 
this has long appeared as 
the centre*piece o1 all 
briefings ^bent Mirchi 
from the Bombay Police. 

Though it is hard to prove 
any direct connection to 
the bomb blasts, the 
nuthoritics claim that 
Memon was (be secret 
hanker behind the 
htKnbers. 

This is a charge ihai Mcmon has 
always denied and even the CBI which 
look over ihc case for the purposes of 
extradition says ihai ii will he ditTiculi to 
sustain the uUcgaiion. Certainly, the 
^']uctance to bring ii up in the 
courtroom suggests that the police will 
try tor Mirchi's extradition 
on the grounds that 
he is a cnx)k, not that he 
isaierrorisi. 

But even this is denied 
hy Mirchi. He claimed in 
•in interview to Sunoay 
lust year that the entire 
canipuigf against him 
wa.s a consequence of his 
refusal to pay a bribe of 
Rs 50 lakh lo Rahul Sur, a 


BiNTibay polkcman uithuoMMotvcrsMl sif>|) Imn lomi llic rsir;Klitit>n | 

rcpuiaiion (.S4r HiK cluu/v ihiIct loflKUcas^Mhc iojiici vouhKli;ig I 
ru^Hiutcd hy his lawyers in ilw M<m on Uu iiioiiihv |>v dcUikv « oulj also 
Street nugisitatc'suHiri. brai;? up iIk im iov msiaiiccs ol human 

The Iiidian govcnancni t Icarl) h*iv a 1 Ui v J lua( iIic Ii.iruls iit ihe lloiiihuy 
fight on Its hands. MiMti IS rcMniHvlul h>lKV ilk* umiii iiivcsiij:«iitiig the 
can nlTord the tvst lawvcis r veil il tstniU H.ists vase, rhi wsiiikl tiKo 
the CH1 can ponliiiv cn. High cv i<k*occ u * cfi ctlH i i M i r cl 1 1 * s v\ iso i 

have him extraJikU. there is nothinc u* Kiit, m least Uali aJes ku»vv Imvc (heir 

vb) iiivouii. Mii^lki {iioicsiixl Ills inniK* 
viKcU'Sr Mi\v Iasi vcdi anil Maniwl eve* 
fviUiMi on Sm I h^ ^H»lKciiiun roioittsl 
iss viyirir. ’ll Miu liMs li«aicsi hcshoulJ 
li;:h( Ills lasc III a I invilc biiii lo 
likv dk* chiirgos I hd'c enough swiJcn* 

1 c ugainsi him ” 

Sis Ml wc siull know Ahai i!ic Irulh 

iH. • 

Btu/London and Prfya 
SMttgai/N 0 w Otht 


"ilHMno 
InvohrwMntintlw 
Bombay bomb 
MMfsatalLInftKt, 
aftarthobofflb 
blaits, i biveiM In 
property in Jai^" 


I hi s charge i s lit »t I) < U n icxi by M irch i. \ 

’’ I ha V e iio'i nv i il v on lOi it i 11 1 liu j 

noiiihay bojnhhla*>ls ui nlL" he lold \ 

.Si! XI > AS. ’ I n I jLl. al K*i I he hoinh { 

bl.LSIV as a gv'Ntucc «>l <' kiiI i JerKc in > 
Iridia. I have invL*sie,inifMopi*riy in 
Janiiia. Ibanily ihink this would be 
done hy aiivOT' ir.jphcaicJ hi j 

|kltilical U'lUM IshI " j 

lVd*'i;k ihcfi Is'M'neiliin;: to I 

•/snc aiioiios VVt^f'nPv^ ] 

«. asc ti M bis V idi i m in v a •* Ix ai d i n u j 
I iviidoii court, (ho proscs'ui i on | 

quk'kl s <lruppevt the cl aiii i ol i 

i 11\ ol V ciTK'tu III (cm ni sin. ev en , j 

dioup li; h I s w ou lii h a V c sccu red uii 1 

1 listen e s I nidit i< m i irdei. Perhaps, 1 
tl ic p>i lice rvM 11 S' h.i v c ih i v'v idvnce lo j 

subsiant i; Kc i hi *. e i< ii m I 


now bearmted underTAOA. 

Sure enough, the B(mib;iy Police 
clftimcd Ihet Mirchi was invidved in 
the bomb mx^ncy. Wh(*n Iw 
wi& first arrested in London, the 
press was told that he was the 
Biwncier for the Bombay vxplCMionv. 


criminals clntn. perhaps with some 
juBiificatioo, that after the bomb 
explosions in March 1993, the police 
decided to implicate all of them in the 
bomb blasts case. ’This ruled out such 
liny problems as having to find 
evidence because everybody could 


Wmii it was 
pointed out that 
Memon had a 
house in the UK 
where he has 
installed one of 
his two wives Ithe 
other lives in 
Dubai), the CBI 
realised that it 
could have a case 
for extradition 
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MAM SHANKAR AfVAR 


ADVANI 


AND 


THACKERAY 


seen ‘Through The Looking Glass’ 


HJP president LKs Advani asked His 
IHiriymen to go among the minorities 
and clear the misapprrhensitms in their 
mofjs aboif/ the party. "More and more 
Muslims are commg to reaiise that the 
8Jf‘ is nmmiited to secuhrism in a 
genuine sense. This section of Muslim 
voters made a very valuable eontribu- 
lion to the victory of the BJP-Sena com- 
bine in Mahara.shtra. “ 

1'he H i ndu Man Ti me^ 

Panuji. 2 April, JW5 


‘If permit raj and one lakh ciip^ 
WcmaiUforaycar. 

Do you suppose." Advani said 
That they could ^et it dear?" 

"I douN it" said Bal Thacks*ray. 
And shed a hitter tear. 



Readers will recall 
being regaled in 
their schooldays 
with Lewis Carrol* 
r$ poem from 
Through The Urok- 
ing Glass: 'The 
Mfalrus And The 
Carpenter'. But to 
how many has it 


occurred how easily a competent canoo* 
nisi might do Advaniji in the likeness of 
The Walrus and BaJ Thackeray in the 
likeness of The Carpenter, with The 
Oysters cast in (he likeness of Shiv Sena 
mi n i sler Shabi r Sheikh? Man i- Talk 
invites the cartoonists of India to illusira- 
1e the following variation on Lewis Car- 
roll’s theme: 


Advani and Bal Thackeray 
Were walking close at hand; 
They wept like anything to see 
The Muslims of our land: 

“If/lii.r were only cleared away.’ 
They said. Tl wou/r^ be grand? ’ 





Advani did heseerh. 

*(A i^asani shock, a ptcasani mock. 
A shattered mosifuc for each): 

Oh. .Shahir .Sheikh call out some more 
All those (hat you can reach," 


The eldest Mullah looked at him 
But never a word he said: 

The eldest Mullah winked his eye. 
And shook his heavy head-^ 


Meaning to say he did not choose 
To hop in the Sena bed. 


But four young Shabirs hurried up. 
All eager for the treat: 


A competent cartoonist might easily do Advaniji in the likeness of T 
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Four ocher ^uibir^ fcrflowcd them. 
And yet anocher four. 

And thick and r&st they came ai last. 
And more and more a^ more ^ 
All Chinking rKH of death nor graves, 


Their achkan.^ brushed, dietr /rhinaix 
washed. 

Their jooiifs'i clean and neat— 

And (his was odd. because, you know 
Suicide ix no mean feat' 




Bui (he anii'Congrcss roar 

'The lime has contc." Advunt said. 

'To i^k of many things; 

Of name: — and street» — and 
immignni shacks— 

Of PMships — and flings — 

And why the Pakis are boiling hot 
And whether Bongs have w ings." 


"But wail a bit." (he Shabirs cried. 
"Don't put us on the mat; 

For some of us are si i If to pray 
And all of you know ihai!" 

'No hurry" said Bui Thackeray 
'Our palierK'e is old hat*" 


'A whiff of dread." Advani said 
"U whui wc chiefly need; 
Bhahyas and fungi wall ah hides 
Art fun to chase indeed > - 
Bui if you're ready. Shahirs dear, 
We can begin to feed." 


'Rut not on us*" the Shahirs cried, 
Turning a liiile blue. 

'After grabbing nur votes, that would be 
A dismal thing to doV 
"Ayodhya's fine." Ailvani said. 

"Dm*I you admire the view .^ 


|i was v<v hmi of you to conic! 

And ytm are irnnicc!" 

8a1 Thackeray said nothing hut 
"Cut usuntuhcrsiice*. 
l wish yuu would iku pluy I he ref.* ^ 
I've had to dsk you twice!" 

'll seems a shame," Advani said. 
To play ihciii such a trick. 

After we've brought ihcnt oui so far, 
And made them vote so quick!" 

Baf 'nuckeruy said nothing but 
"Islam IK spread loo thick!' 


"I weep for you." Advani said. 

"] deeply sympathise." 

With sobs and tears he soiled out 
The Sheikhs of the smallest si/«. 
Holding his saf^'on bhagyi-a-dhwaj 
Before his streaming eyes. 


"0 Shabirs." said BaJ Thackeray. 
"You've had a pleasani run! 

Shall wc to Mumbai now return*.''' 
But answer came there none — 
And this was scarcely odd, because 
They'd e apci led c very ooe! • 










DWINDLING 

STOCKS 


A deepening economic crisis in Bangladesh 
poses a new threat to the Khaleda Zia regime 


T be bonhomtt did not Itst Jong conceJe (heir dcmaml fur a neuiraJ care* 
enough. Last year. Bangladesh taker government for holding counuy* 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's wide elections, 
aich rival and Opposition 

leader Sheikh Hasina Wazed Vhe economic scenario, too. is not 
flew down (o Dhaka from New York fo I comfortable for Khaleda. Rke prices 
attend the wedding ceremony of Khale* have spiralled, hitting (be poliiically sen* 
da's eldest son, Tareq Rahman. Early sitive urtMn population hard. Shortage 
this year. Khaleda reciprocated by auen- of fertilisers has rubbed salt lo injury, 
ding the wedding of Hasina's only Twenty farnien were lulled whra 
daughter. Saima Waeed. But the hopes police ftr^ in March and April to prev- 
raised by their show of warmth were ent them from looting trains and trucks 
soon belied by the turn of political carrying agricultural inputs such as 
events. fertilisera. 

Now, the two firebrand women polili* The beleaguered Prime Minister com* 
Cl ans are at loggerheads again, despite a plained at a public meeting thal heroppo* 
temporary cease*fire. Fora time. Khale* nenu were inciting the fanners. She has 
da had a^ced to hold a summit meeting also displeased the powerful business 
to end the political imbroglio. But.accor- lobby by bUming the private sector for 
ding to Mohammad Nasim, duef whip the crisis. The prestdeni of the Federa* 
of the Opposition in Parliament, it was tkm of Bangladesh Chamber of Com* 
"dangerously latemerce and Industry. Salman F. Rahman. 

"The Prime Minister is not keen to has described the statement as the begin* 
talk to us." lamented Moulana Matiur ningof a'‘wiich'hum*. 

Rahman Nizami. secretary*genera] of Rice is already in short supply 
the Jamaat-e-Islami. the country’s because of a severe drought that hit 
fourth'largest political party. paddy cultivation last season. A top 

Funher alienated, the three main* food ministry oHicial tedd Sunday that 
stream Opposition parties ^ (be Awami the government could procure only a 
League of Hasina, the 
Jaiiya Party headed by 
former President H.M. 

Ershad and the Jamaat* 
e*Islartu led by Professor 
Golam Azam — have 
intensified their agitation 
to force Khaleda to quit 
before she completes her 
full five-year term early 
next yew. 

The frequency of genc^ 
ral strikes has increased. 

The Opposition parlies 
have called an uo^ken 
strike from 9 to 12 April 
and is toying with the 
idea of a week* long gene> 



Shaikh IMiHi with Shaikh Ruzak All: a 
cwnpromlaa that dWn’t work 

measly amount of fo(xJgrain» last year 
due to faulty management. 

The food slock is also too meagre for 
taking recourse to open market .«aJes as 
an emergency step to peg down the ph* 
ces. Sources Miid the government bos 

only 1.00.000 tonne of f<xMlgrains in its 
godowns to feed the powerful military 
and paramilitary forces. 

On the basis of last year's experien¬ 
ce, experts have warned thal a further 
drought could slash fotxj pnxluciion by 
60 per cent. Hunglade.sh’s fool out* 
put f^ummeted by about 
15 percent last year. 

Experts have also poin¬ 
ted out that Bangladesh 
has been exporting fertili¬ 
sers without any regard to 
domestic demand. And 
now, the fertiUsei crisis is 
hitting (he very founda¬ 
tion of the shaky Khaleda 
Zia regime. It may be 
recalled here that thou* 
sands had died of starva¬ 
tion in the 1974 famine 
that ultimately led to a 
military putsch kilting 
Bangli^sh's founding 
father Sheikh Mujibur 


ral strike to make the PM PwiOMlritlaM Iw Ptflra dwiai • rac—t ilrllta: wglwhra altugtioa 


Rahman and hia family 













rnim tncir sc«is rn masse, nc decreed. 

Hut legal speciiiiM5 SMy Htai the 
Biingladc\h Constiiuiion hiii» left no 
ambiguity im this poini, "A parliamenta' 
ry seal «ill aulomaiically fall vacant 
when his or her resignation kiier 
reaches the Speaker/ says ihe 
Constitution. 

The OppcKiiion parties have made it 
clear lhai they would never rctunt to ihe 
House. Hasi na had ottered to form a car* 
cfaker government headed by ^sidenl 
Ahdur Rahman Biswas, a nominee of 
(he ruling party, and comprising five 
deputies ea^ from the BNP and the 
Opposition combine. She also said that 


O n the consritutionul front, the 
52 year* old svidiiw of former Presi¬ 
dent Ziaur Raliman is facing insurmoun- 
table prt>hlums. She is virtually leading a 
(inc‘purty democratic government in itc 
jbscnce of ihc 147 Opposition MPs in 
rhe 3?<)• member House, 

The deputies had first walked out on 1 
March. 19^. when the then infonnaiion 
minister. Nazmul Huda, angered (hem 
by questioning their Muslim identity. 

Subsequently, they began a continuous 
hi tycott of Pvtiament. call i ng for an inte- 
nm neutral government, as they believ¬ 
ed that no election under the Khaleda 
Zia regime could be free and fair. 

F.ven cffuris at mediation by the Com¬ 
monwealth Secretary-General. Chief 
Fmcka Anaouku. failed as the ruling 
Hangiadesh Nationalise Party <8NP) 
refused to budge from its stand that it 
had got the mandate from neaiiy S5 mill¬ 
ion voters for a five-year icrm- 
Kowever, the BNP actually got only 39 
per cent of the votes in (he 1991 elec¬ 
tions and came to power with the sup- 
ixin of IR MPs of the fundamentalist 
Inmaat-e-lslami. 

Although 147 Opposition MPs resign¬ 
ed on 29 December. 1994. the Speaker, 

Shaikh Rorzak All. refused to accept 
ihcif resignations. 'There is no eaample 
<>n earth of so many dep«rties resigning [ frtM Mhilttaf Klialada fii 


i * A 


d * 


Mi* 


she and her ministers would resign 30 
days before the elections. 

The crisis is compounded by the fact 
that, according to the Constitution, an 
MP will lose his i>r her seat automatical¬ 
ly if he or she remains absent from the 
legislative proceedings for 90 consecu¬ 
tive days. With (he expiry of the stipulat¬ 
ed time, the Speaker can now prolong 
the life of dW government by two 
months by proroguing the Hou.se after 
one or two days of the next session. Presi¬ 
dent Biswa.s has to summon Ihe Parlia¬ 
ment before 22 April to meet the const!- 
tuti<»ial obligation of calling a session 
within 60 days of the preceding session. 

Bui a lop aide of ^e Spea^r has an 
interesting s\OTy lo (ell. He said that the 
jailed ftmer President. H.M. Ershad, 
still remained an MP despite being abs¬ 
ent for 300 consecutive working days. 
*"nie Speaker could not declare his seal 
vacant due topo’nical reasons." he said, 
obliquely pointing to the likelihood of a 
similar d^ision in the case of the 147 
absentee Opposition MPs. 

Whatever the future has in store fn 
Khaleda 2^a, it is almost certain that she 
is losing her grip on the grass roots. The 
ransacking of government offices by 
thuusandx of fanners and attac ks on 
thano nirixthi officers is a pointer to 
this. • 


CRUMBLING 

ECONOMY 


• Price oT heels spiralling. 
Food procurerr^ has 
been very poor and the 
stocks are too meagre for 
open market sales 

9 The food output 
pk^mmeted about IS per 
cent last year and a fresh 
drought couk) reduce tt 
by 60 per cent 

9 There is an acute 
shortage of tertllisere. 
Twenty farmers have been 
killed in police firings In 
March and April 





NEWSWATCH 


Going for the kill 

Bodo militants unleash afresh wave of violence in Assam 



P oli c e wen petrolling e troebleg 


Udalgun incjdenl, Bu( the cops have 
arrested the principal of the Udalguri 
College op chargee of having links with 
(he Bodo militants. 

The police are handicapped by Che 
fact (hat (he militanti usually cross over 
into (be thick jungles of Bhutan after 
every offensive. Moreover, lack 
of forces at the dispo* 
sal of the Assam govern* 
men! is a major hurdle. 

As the State's director* 
general ot the police. 
Ranju Das. complained: 
"Against the minimum 
requirement of 100 com¬ 
panies. we are currently 
left with Just 30 of them. 
ThiK creates enormous 
pressure on the eai.silng 
forces.” 

And. taking advantage 
of this situation, the milit¬ 
ants of the BDSF have 
unleashed a reign of ter¬ 
ror. Just three days after 
(he Udalguri killings, (he 
militants struck again; 
they shot dead four labou¬ 
rers engaged by a timber 
smuggler insick a jungle 
in tiM slate's S<mi(pur 
disirict, 

Whar$ more, (he 
Bodo extremists are aaid 
to have acquired sofAisU* 
cated arras and ammuni¬ 
tion. The BDSF guerril¬ 
las. for instance, used AK-47 assault 
rifles during (he Udalguri killings. 


I t was just another 1 a 2 y evening for 
Piresh Das and his colleagues — all 
small-time loiiery vendors — when 
four Bodo youths suddenly broke into 
(he makeshift structure. Their faces half* 
covered and armed with sophisticated 
AK-47s. the youths wasted no time. 
They asked all (hose pr^seoi to line up. 

And even before Par- 
esh could react, the mask¬ 
ed men—from all indica¬ 
tions. members of the ban¬ 
ned Bodo Security Force 
(BDSF), (he armed wing 
of the militant tribals ^ 
mowed down the nine 
men. Ihis gruesome inci¬ 
dent. which took place on 
31 March in UdLguri in 
Assam’s Darrangvdi dis- 
trick only added to the 
lc4)g list of killings by 
Bodo militants in the area. 

As (he police launched 
a massive operation in 
Udalguri artd its neigh¬ 
bouring areas, the state 
government immediately 
banned the sale of lottery 
tickets, both private artd 
public. throughout 
Assam. In other words, 
the authorities were sure 
that the killings had to do 
with (he flourishing busi¬ 
ness of lotteries. 

But nothing could be 
further from d>e truth. 

Udalguri. a small town inhabited 
mosGy by non-tribals. is surrounded by 
Bodo-dominaied villages and was an 
obvious target of attack. The BDSF. 
which regards the area bordering Bhu¬ 
tan as its stronghold, sinqily resents the 
fac( that the non-lribals were bagging 
most of the jobs and bu sioess commeu. 

As a result, whenever (hey get a chan¬ 
ce. the militants strike so as to scare 
away the non*(riba]s from the area. And 
as always, this time too. the motive was 
to gel the non-tribaJs to leave the place. 
The fact that only lottery vendors were 
killed was simply a coincidence. 
Residents of Udalguri also refuted 


t8 


claims that the lottery vendors were war¬ 
ned by the militants. As Robin Bayan. 
(he town’s main lottery agent, said: "If 
we had even the slightest hint from the 
militants ihai they were against the lotie* 
ry business, we would have stopped it. 
But there wia no warning at all. Tlw kill¬ 
ing was carried out «mp]y to terrorise 


the non-lribals." 

Senior police officials concur and feel 
that (be miliiants ire woriung to a larger 
jrian. The Udalguri incident was the 
third rrujor killing carried out by the 
B DSF year, they point oul On 23 Janua¬ 
ry, forexon^e. nine labourers were gun¬ 
ned dov.'n by ihe mllilanU in Kokrajhar 
and on 11 February, two pedice consta- 
ble:> were killed near Barama in Nalbari 
district. By selectively killing non- 
tribals in the mixed population area.s, (he 
Bodos want to drive home the mes.xtge 
that they want (he non-tribals out. 

As Sunday goes to press, (he police 
have yet to make much headway in (he 


All this has led the police to believe 
that the Bodo militants have tied up with 
(he dreaded National Socialist Council 
of Nagaland (NSCN) tot tactical train- 
i ng and aims supply. Reports have it that 
the NSCN is now using the BDSF 
camps inside Bhutan as safe hideouts 
and training grounds (or some of its new 
recruits. 

Cleaily, mort trouble is in store for 
(he Assam government in (he coming 
months, • 














(THE SOUTH BLOCK 


WOCn MALilOTRA 



Buckling under pressure 


Will India shelve its nuclear programme because of US dictat 

■ Whai« coincidence it 
was! Id New Delhi, 

Pettt TamolT, the 
third*ranking ofTicial 
in (he US state depart¬ 
ment. WM busy in an 
exchange of views 
with his Indian oppo¬ 
site number, Salman Haider. In Islarrui- 
had. Benazir Bhuiio was packing her 
bags for her long-awaited journey to 
Washington where President Clinton 
has added his ptwerful voice to (he 
clamour for a "review” of 
the Pressicr Amendment 
and thus of America's 
policy towards 

Pukisum's nuclear 
programme. C 

And It was ag^ilnsi this s 
scUing that from (he 
s<uidy and salubrious 
beaches of (nta, (he BJP 4 

ftred u( the Narasimha 4 

Kao govemmeni a salvo X ^ 

(hat had (he force, figura- :%* 
tively speaking. <»f a mini* B 

nuke. The contents of the $ 

party's strongly-worded 
resolution, and of (he 
even 1 ivclicr press confer- ^ 

cncc of Acs] Bchori VaJ- . 
payee, have already 
received wide publicity Tton 

and need no( be recount- Mtff B 

ed in detail. But Ihclr p((h 
and substance, that the 
govemmeni has "given Hh 

in" to US pressure to 
'close India's nuclear 
r^on artd st^ devdop- 
ment and deployment 
ofindigenous missiles”, needs to be ham¬ 
mered home. 

For, (be powen>-lhat-be are showing 
every sign of having indeed buckled 
under, whether or not this is actually the 
case. For this dismal state of affain the 
Prime Minister and his advisers have 
only themselves to blame. 

Of the ominous signs the most shock¬ 
ing is (he South Block's pusillanimous 
>^ilcnce. Not a day passes without some 
American offlcifi] or (he ocher declanng 


a's wider concerns about the nuclear 
challenges lo its security, forcefully 
expres^ in this year's report of (he 
mioistry of defence, are ooi unknown to 
our American friends. But their respon¬ 
se to these ia casual, indeed fatuous. For 
them, a "regional" solution of (he pro¬ 
blem has to be confined lo the area from 
the lOtyber lo Jessore on (he India- 
Bangladesh border 
Nuclear proliferation is as much a 
souae of concern lo this countfy as to 
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COURTING 



Several Shiv Sena and BJP MLAs in 
Maharashtra could be disqualified if the 
Supreme Court upholds charges of electoral 
malpractices brought against them 



B al Thftckeray’s views on 
Muslims iiA expressed in 
the Shiv Sena mouthpiece. 
Saamna, may not cost him 
his party's govemmem in 
Mahanshira, but mure or less the same 
views expressed in an ckciion meeting 
in I ^>90 may cost him the right to vote 
few (he next six yearx. 

The Supreme Court is currently hear¬ 
ing appeals from at Ica&l 12 Shiv Sena- 
BJP members — ai least seven of whom 
are sitting MLAs — to determine whe¬ 


ther they are guilty of corrupt ckcloral 
practices. If the apex court rules that 
they arc. their elections will he set aNidc 
and they will be banned from hi>Uiing 
any elecied ofTicc for the rwxi six year\. 
Tl^ will also be denied the right to vote 
for the same penod. 

In addition to Sena boss Bal Ihackc- 
ray. the list of petitioners includes such 
luminaries as chief minister Manohar 
ioshi and minister Pramod Navalluf. 
The BJP's general secretary. Pramod 
Mahajan, and its star spe^er. Sadhvi 


t 

M 


Rithambara. also have appeals pending 
in the Supreme Court (sec hru). 

The majority of the cases relate to (he 
1990 Assembly elections in Maha¬ 
rashtra. when the Shiv Sena-BJP combi- 


WAITING FOR THE JUDGEMENT □ Cases ponding HgainstShh Sena undBJFi 




0 PrabtMkvKiKrti 
ponp'—t QuiwRwn—h 
mMoo<8Mv8«ni): Pralto'i 
election aei aaide by Jo0ke S.P. 
Bhamcfaa. Nobce Issued agaiBsi 
Thadmy Cbrbeing a 
eoUabofSor. 

P r w r rt ftMt: Appeal pending in 
dte Supreme Coufi. 


i) 

WmMfM MibadHc (Shiv 

B«nl^ 


PrgMitf ttitiw: Matter pending 
bdoR^pttke Variva in dK Bombay 



Uith* 


• N«n Ptttll VMM Mwiohar 
Jo«M(8WvSm);ioahi's 
ekifti oo set aside by hisbce Vviva. 
PrwnCfMuK/^peii pettling in 
the Sunrane Court 


• So nn ahMh Kohli{J«tt«la 
DnI) vwiua OtimdnkmiM 
Ooyai(BJI^.Goyal'f eleebooset 
aside by iu^ce Hosbet S vesh. 
PfVMnt BMut; App^ peodiiig in 
the Supnme Court. Meanwhile. 
Goyai was re-elected in the 
Assembly ekctkns. 



■ S«oiN«k(Cof>9rM) 
vr»y Siwy lant MihiaBt 


(8hlv Sm): Mihadik's eiecdoD 
set aode by Justice H. Sweah. 
PrpMit Otitus: Appeal peadifig in 
Siyeme Court Mahgdik was 
r»<Jtcted in the 1995 Assembly 
electioDS. 


■ Ctf Mo 4'Sflva (Cong rati) 
vonuB Ramteit Mayotar 
(SWv Sono); El^ctioa set aside by 
Jusbee Vaiiva. who $ito hsued 
botices to Pramod Mab^ian, PriniDd 
Navalkar, Cbaggan Blagbal and 
MttwharJoahi. 
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of either Shiv Sena or BJH candidates 
have been set aaidc. These include the 
current Maharashtrd chief inmisiei 
Manohar Joshi. the BJP'^ sitting MLAs 
Chaixbiikanta C*oyai and Ahhinim 
Singh. Sena MLA Suryakania Maiiadik 
and former Sena MLA Kaniakont 
Mayekar. 

Ail of (hem have filed appeals in iho 
Supreme Court and these arc currently 
being heard by a threc>judge BeiKh com¬ 
prising Justices J.S. Venna, N.R Singh 
and K. Venliataswuni 

Rut the cases ivlate to other elections 
loo: the 1^7 Assembly by •election and 
(he l9S9and 1991 general elections. 


The Bombay 
Court has set 
aside the 
elections of five 
Shh Sena and BJP 
candidates. They 
inchidethe 
Maharashtra CM 
Manohar Joshi 
(r^), but he has 
now appealed 
^ beforethe 
{ Supreme Court 


B efore the I9K7 by*election to the 
Vile Parle consiiituency. (he Shiv 
Sena had been basically a rcgiimal party 
whose main plank was the protection of 
Maraihi'Spewing people. When the par¬ 
ty was founded m ]966, i(« sole slogan 
was ‘Maharashtra for the Mahanditri* 
ans' and it was primarily a Bombay- 
based party. 

But in the December I9H7 by- 
election, following the death of the silt¬ 
ing MLA from Vile Parle, the Shiv Sena 
decided to change lack and enlarge Us 
scope. Bal Utackeny in consulUlion 
with Manohar Joshi. Sudhir Joshi. Pra* 


ne fought jointly on the Hindutva plank 
Soon alter the results were decla^ in 
February, unsuccessful candidates filed 
cases in the Bombay High Court alleg* 
ing that tJ>e Sena*6JP candidates had 


appealed for votes by prormuing feel¬ 
ings of hatred and enmity on the grounds 
of religion, which is prohibited by law. 
In the Bcmhay High Court alone, 
nine such cases were Bled: five elections 



P r# fW tt«tU»t Appeal pending in 
the Supreme Court 

■ ChindrMhakharPnbhu 
(ConQTBM) VtfVUB 
ChAndfMkant Padwal (Srilv 
8m) 

Pr»>trrt Mtatw; Election petition 
pendmg in the Bombay High Court 
foli^Dg a soy order on (ectmical 
grounds ^ the Supmne Court 

• V^gy KwwWm (Co n g f i B ) 
vgrwM MBdbultir 8«ipoldv 
(Shiv Stfw): Peddon uM lod 
difinisaed by Justice Rane. 

m M>.VMh«(Mtvoom) 

VMM RMMh PrBbhoo (Shiv 

Sm) 

rrVMnt HMt: Mmcr pending in 
ttR High Court following a ^ 

t^SvpnufiOyon. 

m tamtCiSsdlstConsfM) 


VMM Rat PurohH (BJP) 
Pnaant atalM; Miner pea^ in 
(be Court K^iidia has since 
expired while Purofaii bn been 
re-elected to the Asiembly. 

■ C Mmaehan (Congraai) 
VMM Abhiram 91^ (BJR): 
Sio^‘8 eleoioo set aside by Justice 
Vtriva. 

PraaantatMa: Appeal pending in 


the Soprtme Court. Sin^ has been 
m^keted to the Assen^. 

(This Ust relates enty to rhe Bombay 
Nigh Court. Additional eases ore 
pending or have been heard by the > 
Aurangabad and Nagpur Bench ef 
Bombay High Court) 

TbaaaraliaKtiSM 1991 


varatbv Ram Ki^tt (BJP)r 

Election si. s«1de by Justice 
Aggarwal with notices i ssued 
against Pramod Mahajan and Sadhvi 
tUtharobara. 

Preaant atatM: Appeal pending in 
the Supmrrw Court. 

■ DaSaaahab Rupawata 
fCongraM) varaua Mohan 
Ravralt (6hlv Sana). 

Rroaant atatua: Matter pending in 
the High Court. 









*W^^mtcppo9€ tht £><tUt 
ApOWMtf, w*art0iatftstiutea4en 


•W9i0 aH^/4<uUuu who M^Ums, 
0^ i ihoih8u]mdt?ffiheycoUk9 
W9 $haii coil 

Whm Pakistan wins a mas^h these 
htsttHmsMy. *AU«b bo Akbv* or 

•mthnst\ 


1 '^wm not against the MusUms, but / 
musmUyouwhickMustirnslam 
h g e ^n et..pro-Fakutani MusWns art 
holding themutws 6i hates like mice 
fordie tine when the sovertignry of this 


fftHfw; beneath it there is bound to be our tempts 


have reached J4crorts. Even in Pakistan this is not 


''^•ItliielogldMttewt 0 the Hindus and it wiU reman of the Hindus. There is 

'‘dgifnmmiksasf^sftss the sentiments of Hinduism. 

V' ' ' 

5fc*v Sm cdmestopower then ever^^ody wiU have to be converted 
% RMddk Spm the Chksrians and Muslims wilt have to implement the 

aiffipnflag mustfty over Delhi's fled Fort To enable it tofy on the 
[:^fiort,yetfwffluv€ 0 owakentheHinduanddiertfore,youwiUhave 


'speeches on 29 
J 9 S 7 


^77 '> 0 • * r 

mod Navalkar, Daiuji Salvi and Chag- 


BJF—raised issues as the need for 


gan Bbujba] (who has since left the party 
to join the Qngress) decided to prefect 
itself as a party committed to protecting 
the ioleresis of the Hindus, not just 
Maharashtrians. 

The Shiv Sena’s candidate for that by • 
election was DrRainesh Yeshwant Prab> 
hoo, while the Congress put up Prabha> 
Itar Kashinath Kunte. 

Throughout the 199*7 by •election 
campaign, the Shiv Sena — which had 
not yet entered into an alliance with (he 


a uniform civil code. 

Thecalx^3a]gn was formally inaugura* 
ted by Hwkctay on 29 November. 
1987, with a hugely •encoded public ral¬ 
ly where film star Mithuo Chakrabony 
was present on the dias. 

Speaking for almost an hour, 'niacke* 
ray spdi out his party's new agenda (see 
box). He cnikised the ianata DtJ for 
advocating the handing over of (he Ram 
Janmabhoomi ai Ayodhya to the 
Muslims and (he Congress for pnnbng 


literature in the form of Dr Ambedkar's 
writings — which he claimed contained 
derogatory remarks about various 
Hindu Gods. He also attacked Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi. who be said had a Hindu mother. 
Parsi father and a Christian wife. "Were 
there no Indian girls for him to many?" 
he asked. 

But Thackeray's severest criticism 
was reserved fur Muslims. He said (heir 
population at the time of Independence 
was rwo-and-a-half crore, but now It had 
now crossed (he 14 crore mark since 
they did not believe in family planning. 
He said Muslims did not Jove their coun* 
try and they burst crackers after the v icio* 
ry of Pakistan in cricket matches. 

Kmally. he made a prophecy, "tf, 
unfortunately, anyihing happens to 
Rajiv Gandhi, there is no alternative 
before the country. There will he blood¬ 
shed. The Khalistanis will come for¬ 
ward and they will come with (heir wca* 
pons. The Muslims will come. What are 
you Hindus going to do? Are you going 
10 Mow sacred ash upon them? Mind 
well. Wc shall he compelled to take up 
arms." 

Continued Thackeray. 'It will nol 
matter if we do nol gel a single Muslim 
vote. Wc do not de^^ire to win on their 
votes." 

The Shi vSena candidate. Ramesh Pru* 
bhoo, won by a margin of almost 11 .<X)0 
votea. But soon after the results were 
declared, the Congress nominee. Kunie, 
filed an appeal before the BomMiy High 
CtHirt challenging the election. Kunic 
said that Prabhoo had won by appeding 
fur voces on the grounds of bis religion 
(in violation of Section 123(3) of the 
Representation of (he Pecipic AcO; by 
promoting feelings of enmity and hatred 
between the citizens of India (in viola- 
tion of Section I23(3A) of the Act; and 
by intimidating voters by the use of 
undue influence (violating Sectiem 
123(2) of the Aci). 

In April 1989. Justice S.P. Bharudia 
of (he Bombay High Court held Prabhoo 
guilty on the first two counts, but said 
the third could rtot be proved. Pmbhoo's 
election was declared null and vend. A 
notice was also issued against Thacke¬ 
ray as an agent of Prabhoo. 

Not (hat Thackeray seemed to care. 
E>eclariflg that no court judgement could 
prevent him from propagating Hin- 
duism, he said it was laughable that he 
had been prevented from holding an elec¬ 
ted post for the nest six yean since he 
had no intention of contesting any elec¬ 
tion from anywhere in the country. 
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SPECIAL REPORT 



gm anhdut. Bhaunn 
PaljL Bui hcfure any 
judgemeiH could be pas¬ 
ted. PatU died in a car 
KcidcnL 

The Shiv Sena Lhed lo 
gel me 10 withdraw 
the case.** says Nibn 
Pidl, Bhaurao's son. 
who U coeimuing the 
legal oo hrftti f of 
bitfHhcr. 

Nicin says he wMoficT' 
ed Ra one croK by MaiK>> 
hm loshi's repmenta- 
tives to wiih^aw iho 
case. When this didn't 
wofi. some goondes kd 
by gangster Aioar Naik 
came id his bouse ad 
dvcKened to lull him if 
he didn't congdy. 

"It's more irr^ionanc 
for me ID vindkaie my 
fMher's honour/ says 
Nilin. He alleges ihK on 
the eve of the electioci for 
the Dadar conadlueDcy, 
fer M^tich Joshi md Pabi 
were the main Candida- 
let. Joshi got a oiagazioc 
putHidied which was 
was totally defamaiory to his father. 
The magazine was distributed to every 
house in Dadar and them wu nothiog 
we could do about it.* he says. 

Ndl is not akaie in accusing the Shiv 
Sena of strong-arm tactics. 

Advocsie M.P. Vashi, who has taken 
oo more Shi V Sena candidatea than anyo 
DC dse in the Bombay High Court, has 
had his house bombed by Sens goons, he 
says. 

On 23 October 1991. sooo after the 
cases had been filed in the Bombay High 
Covt. an ni^osivc device went off at 
Vashi’s Andheri residence at about 
11.30 at night Vada was away io Ddhi. 
bia his wife and dau^Her were M home 
when the bomb esploded. Luckily, no 
one was njured. But four years Isier, not 
a single arrest has be e n made. (Int^ 
restmgly. eight days later, a sumlar devi- 
oe exploded al the reeidenee of former 
editor and wiitcx MacBiav Ga&ari. ano¬ 
ther critic of the Shiv Sena). 

Earliff. in April 1990. a group of 
1.500 Shiv Sena-led goons tried to break 
iato Vashi's hniie. They were prevent 
ed from entering and about 25 arrests 
were made. Bot not before Variii was 
presented with a memorandum saying 


Hr and Prabhoo. 
however, filed an appeal 
before the Supreme 
Court. 

The success of the Hin- 
dutva plank brought the 
Shiv Sena and BiP toge¬ 
ther in a political alliance 
for the I989parliainenia- 
ry elections in which the 
BiP managed to gel 89 
candidates elected to the 
Lok Sabha (in 1985. it 
had just two members in 
the Lower House). The 
alliance continued 
through the 1991 national 
electiorui when the BiP 
managed to send 111 can¬ 
didates to the lx)k Sabha. 


I n the Supreme Court's 
courtroom number 
three, legal luminaries 
Ram Jethmalani and 
Ashok Desai haule it out 
to prove (heir respective 
points. 

JcihmaJani, who has 
been routined as Thacke¬ 
ray's counsel, is arguing 
on the lines that Hindu¬ 
ism is nationalism. 

Moreover, he says, the Shiv Seoa'.s 
ailack on the Congress fur its policy of 
appca.sing (he mintinties cannot be con¬ 
strued as a 'communal attack' but is a 
valid political criticism. 

Bui the thrust of the counter- 
argument is: Tluckeray's statements 
have to he seen in coniexL The import- 
ani thing is what docs the common man 
think? Does he feel his religion is urtder 
threat because of die speeches? 

In one of the Boaibay High Court 
ca.se$, the Sena's counsel had wanted to 
bring in expm on Hinduism, but Justi¬ 
ce Variva had ruled that he was iM inter- 
ested in technicalities and (hai the first 
priitciple of any religion was to be a 
good human being and rtoc to tell lies. 
Yet. in court. Sena-BJP candidale* have 
consisteoily declared that dtey have had 
nothing to do with such slogan.^ as 
'Ofsrv S€ kofut hum ifiudu Atzin" (a^ 
with pride that we are Hindus). Uo^ile 
10 believe this. Justice Variva has issued 
perjury notices to BJP MLA Abhrram 
Singh and two of his witnesses. 


Thadierays tradttmti Nw Year's Itar 

at Ctmipittjr kaacS ■ goBbay *u 


In many cases, the candidaies have died 
arvl (he is being carried on by their 
next of kin. 

Maharashtra chief minuter Manohar 
Joshi's eketioa was set aside by Justice 
Variva foUowing a petition by the Coo- 


E ven as the cases aie being beard to 
the Supreme Court some c a ses are 
still pending in the Bombay High Coial 







(hat as a Hindu, he should not fighi casc« 
agun><( other Hindus. 

So far. (he Supreme Court has niied 
against only one Shiv Sena candidate. 
The 1990 cleciion of Suhhash Desai. the 
Shiv Scoa candidate from Coregaon, 
waa set aside by Justice Suresh of the 
Bombay High Court. Desai appealed lo 
(he Supreme Court which upheld the 
lower court's decision. 

The case against Desai was filed on 
three gHHjnds: appealing (o voters on the 
basis of religion, bogus voting and mak¬ 
ing false statements regarding his oppo* 
neot. Sharad Rao, of the Congress. The 
SuprenK Court, however, set a.side the 
election on (he last ground alone leaving 
the question of Hinduiva and religion 
wide open, 

T he law is clear you cannot mix reltg* 
ion and politics—not during an elec¬ 
tion campaign at least. Ram Jethmalani 
is on record saying that (he country is 
doomed if there is no religion. But (he 
point is that ihe elected representaiive.s 
of (be people are bound to protect all 
religions. 

Hearing Jethmalani’s arguments. 
Justice N.P. Singh observed (hat the 
resiriciion sepaiating religion from poli¬ 
tics IS limited to election campaigns 
only. Thereafter, there is nothing (o stop 
a {^ulidatc from celebrajing religious 
or propagaiiMhis religion. 

Komentioo that 
‘f^dections (o be set aside are 
camjitelua. ‘niis is not true. In Buk- 
noiy^“ * “ ■“ - 


Ran Jethmsiani, who is 
Thackeray’s counsel, b 
argiiii« on the line that 
Hindubm b nabonalbm. 
Moreover, he says, the Shhr 
Sena's attack on the 
Omgress for its policy of 
appeasii^ the nifionties b a 
vahd poGtical criticbn 


hari versas Chagla. Ihe 1975 election of 
the Muslim Lzague candkiaic wa» set 
aside on the grounds of ccprmpt electoral 
practices. 

But the Congress hasn’t heen very 
consistent either. In at least one case it 
has. quite inexplicably, lost inieresl. 
Tlus relaies lo the 1991 gc«wral ekclion 
during which (he Sena's Mohan Rawale 
was elected to the Lok Sabba. Soon 
after. Dadas^b Rupawaie filed a peti¬ 
tion praying that the election beset aside. 

Even as ihe case was comiog along. 
Rupawate suddenly lost imeresL li is 
alleged (hat Rawale had helped Nara^nv 
ha Rao during.the vole of no-confidence 
by absendng himself from Pvtiasneni. 
lliackeray. in fact, was so angry that he 
had threacened lo expel Rawale for this. 
But Ihe nasly suspicion thM Rupawate 
has been direcied by the Congress high 


command to go slow against Rawale as 
a pay-off for the favour doesn't seem to 
go away. 

The thftc-Judge bench is hearing each 
case in quick succession but is not expec¬ 
ted to deliver ajudgemeni before July. If 
il rules to uphold any of the elections sei 
aside, it will send papen to the President 
of India recommending (hat a particular 
election be declared null and void. Dis- 
qualiHcauon will follow soon after, pos¬ 
ing a threat (o the stability of (he Shiv 
$ena*BJF government. 

Many of the carsdidaies who have 
appeals pending before the apex court 
have been re-clecled during the recent 
Assembly elections. Under the law, can¬ 
didates can continue contesting elec¬ 
tions even if a previous election has been 
se( aside, so long asthe candidaie has fil¬ 
ed an appeal before the higher court. 

But one thing seems clear: regardless 
of the awaited Supreme Court judge¬ 
ment, the Shiv ^na-BJP candidates 
seem to have realised that some restraint 
is called fee. Poliiical commenutors 
dKerved that 6al Thackeray's tradition¬ 
al New Year's Day speech at Chowparty 
beach was unchua^ristically restrai¬ 
ned. Yeu minus the sting, it failed to get 
(he usual applause. 

Thackeray could weigh his options: 
rabble-rousing (whkh tnndaies to 
votes) versus court orders that negate his 
party's gains. It's a hard decision, bui 
one that BaJ Thackeray will have to take 
(his summer. ♦ 
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After the 
Identification 
process is over, 
the Illegal 
immigrants, mostly 
Bangladeshis, are 
handed over to the 
BSF, who In turn 
take them to the 
border to be 
pushed back. 
Nevermind If many 
of them make their 
way back to 
Bombay 


TH E NOWH ERE 

PEOPLE 


The Shiv Sena-BJP government in Maharashtra gets down to the task of 

identifying and deporting illegal immigrants 


I t hud to begin sooner or later. But 
it was a ^laicment made by Bal 
Thackeray that geared the Shiv 
Semi'BJP government in Maha- 
ruHhtru into acti<vn. Weeding vhiI 
all illegal KCtllers from the v<ate and it's 
capital. Bombay, has always been high 
on the Sena's agenda and barely a furt- 
night after Manohar Joshi look over the 
re i ns of M aharashtra. the process of iden> 
tifying ar>d deponing these unwanted 
guests Ka« begun in right earnest. 

A typical police operutton goes some- 
ihing like this. A police parly ct)mpfiv 
mg around 50 men enter one of the many 


colonies inhabited by Bangladeshis and 
Pakistanis. They go round from one 
hou«e to another, demanding that proper 
document to est^Iish their naliunality 
be produced. Those who cannot, are tak¬ 
en into police custody. 

’TIkm who cannot come up with 
valid documents are antsted and a case 
is registered against them. We then coo- 
duct investigations and if these indicate 
that the resident is an illegal immigrant, 
then we get him disdiarged from the 
court and have him deponed.' explains 
V.N, De&hmukh. additional commissio¬ 
ner of Special Branch I of the CID. 


which de4ls with the problem of illegal 
immigrants from Bangladesh und 
Pakistan. 

But such \ .iliee operations have 
already been the cause of much angei 
among a section of the people of Hum- 
bay. Mustafa, a resident of ibe city’s 
Bengalipura area, which the cops claim 
is inhabited by illegal immigrants from 
Bangladesh a^ pjcisum, suys that the 
police are needlessly harassing him in 
the name of flushing out unwanted 
people. 

Mustafa, whose houK wus raided by 
the police recently, recounts. ’’They 
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woke us up in ihe middle of ihc ni^hl and 
asked us lu show our documents. We 
have been u»ld that u hinh ccniHcaie, 
domicile ceiiificaie, passport or a ration 
card are sufficient pnfot But most of the 
people don't have anything other than » 
ration curd. The police say (hut this is not 
enough. Imiiftliy. we used to get scared 
till we reaJised that what they actually 
wanted was money. Sumetimev, they 
are happy with Rs 300. at other times 
they ask for more. It\ all a big nurui' 
ska." But senior police officials cun* 
nccied with the raids vehemently deny 
such ul legat ions. They say that i f the resi • 
dents are not able to show proper docti* 
me nts to prt>vc thei r national i ty, the i r ere • 
dentials ore verified froin the police 
chief of the local area. 

What ubout allega* 
tions (hat the people are 
being needlessly haras* 
sed? According lo Ihc 
norms laid down by the 
police, one area cannot be 
rnidet^ more than three 
times But many like 
Must;»fa said that ihis was 
not true: the cops would 
not let them go until they 
have paid them off. 

T here arc oiher ullcga* 

(ions against the cops 
us well, for instance, the 
police say ihai once the 
credentials of u person 
hus been estahli'Jtcd 
beyond doubt, the 
method of deporiuiiun is 
to hand him over to the 
Bitrder Secumy Force 
(BSF) authorities, who in 
turn hands him over to 
the Bangladesh Rifles, 
the Bangludcshi counter* 
part of the BSF. But 
many of the illegal 
Bungladc.shi iinnugranis. 
who were ofncially 
deported, huvu returned 
to Bombay to say that (hey were let 
free in a jungle and were told to find 
ihclr w ay lo BangLsdesh. 

Shaikh Kasiruddin. who was bom in 
Rojkhowa village of Howrah district 
and was a resident of Bengilapura, was 
arrested by the police during a raid 
because he did not possess a birth certifi* 
caie After his arrest. KasiruUdin was 
wus kept in the Arthur Road Jail for 22 
days, Then, he along with 17 others 


were taken by a police cso^ (cam to 
“some place away from Cakutu” and 
were told U> walk till they reached the 
border. 

With absolutely no Idea of what to do 
next. Kasiruddin went hack to his native 
village and procured a ponefutyaf docu* 
meni that confirmed not only his birth in 
India but that of his parents as wel I. Wi th 
that, he returned to his family in Bombay. 

Kasiruddin's is not the only example 
of police high-handedness. Eighteen* 
year-old Mohammad Nanu had an even 
more hiutfre story to narrate. Nanu, who 
used to live with his family in Mahim. 
had (0 rrwvc out from ihm when his 
jhr>pJt was burnt down during the 1993 
Bombay riots. Like hundreds of others. 



Bil Tbackiray: lattlngtlM piM 

his family lost everything. irKluding the 
valuable documents which esuMished 
his nationality. But the p^ice nevenhe* 
less arrested him and his brother one 
night. Incidentally. Nanu paid Rs 400 to 
release his broihtt, but had no Rtonky ' 
leR to buy Ills own freedom. 

Nanu wa.s declared an illegal immigr¬ 
ant arKJ was deported to Bangladesh in 
Ihc same manner as Kasiruddin. They 


took us inside u jungle and asked us to 
walk (Ki. They said they will shoot us it 
we looked b^k. 1 walked the whole 
night and in the morning, when I met 
some policemen, I asked whether this 
was Bangladesh. They refused to say 
anything, hut gave ine Rs 10. I worked 
in a shop and after saving Rs 400,1 retur¬ 
ned to my family in Bombay.” 

I n fact, this is yet another problem. Offi- 
ciul police record show that as many 
as 115 Bangladeshis were deported 
from Bombay during the first three 
moftihs of this year. But there is no 
check to see whether these people have 
come back lo the city. As a senior police 
officer admits. "Unless 

the borders are sealed 
there Is nothing we can 
do lo preveni the people 
from re<nierlng Indiu. 
Moreover, their large 
numbers and ethnic simi¬ 
larities also make the ope* 
ration completely futile." 

There arc other pro* 
Mems that the cops urc 
facing. One is the acute 
shortage of police person* 
nel. Over the years, the 
population of Bombay 
has grown by leaps and 
bounds, and the police 
organisation has failed to 
keep pace with this. Tor 
in.ciance, in Pydhonic, a 
predominantly Muslim 
area, the average ratio of 
police personnel to resi¬ 
dents In 1:1,062. 


Police sources claim 
that building coniructors 
have stepped in to exploit 
the situation. Banglade¬ 
shis arc often hired as 
cheap labour ut construc¬ 
tion sites by these promo¬ 
ters and they even encour¬ 
age them to bring their family members 
from Bangladesh. 

But the guvcnimeiU seems determin¬ 
ed to clear the city of i Regal immi^nts. 
A special cell of the Bombay Police has 
been ernrusied the job of identifying and 
deporting these people regardless ^ the 
anger and the anguish of a large section 
of Boml^y's population. • 
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POWER PLAY 


RAJIV SKUKLA 



In the pipeline 


The Centre should clear all projects periaininf^ to the import of natural f^as 


India is facing an 
acute ^rtage i)l 
njtuniJ gas as the 
demand has shot 
up to 26(1 inilliun 
standard cubic 
mcirvpcf Jay. And 
even il we gv» by 
the projected 11 gU' 
res of the expert 
group o\ the Planning Commission, we 
need at least I.‘If million cubic metre 
everyday lor our day today working. 

This is largely because of the pace «ii 
which MOW industries arc Iwdigsei upM* 



: igfHH ing ihc ileniiinj of i he m tulhcm sta¬ 
les and in future. iiulustriaJ growth in 
this a*gUHi may K* severely hit hy Ihc 
aciils* shortage ol natural gas. 

N.itural gas i\ ctficn dcscrihcil as the 
fuel iV*the futua’. It is a relatively clean 
fuel, can he used f«v u number i>f pur¬ 
poses and isenvinmincnt friendly. India 
has a large rescn'C i>f the gas and if pro* 
perly tapped, the countryX im|)on hill 
will comc<k>wn drasticdlly. 

Although a nicim>riiiKlum of under* 
standing has been signed between India 
and Oman for iIh* supply i>f iiaiuraJ gas 





lowing the opening up of the Indian cc> 
nomy. We need to supply maximum 
i,tiianlity of naiiiral gas to industries in 
such sectors as power general ion. tertili- 
ser. glass, eeraioic.ctc. There am a nuni* 
her of i>lhcr areas where natural gas is an 
essential mput and the Government of 
India should do someihing immediately 
to iwcfcome the crisis. 

At the inutneni, India (X’oducc^ only 
Oil million cubic metre of natural gas per 
day and this is being supplied to the 
northern pan of ihe country through the 
HBi pipeline. The government has been 


India is planning to bring in 
natural gas trom such Gulf 
states as Oman, Iran and 
Qatar, but Captain Satish 
Sharma, the petroieum 
minister, will have to ensure 
that national interests are 
not compromised 


ih ri ujgh a I. h X)- k rn K mg pi pel inc u ntk i 
the sea, this won* I help much as supply 
will not exceed 56 miilion cubic metre 
pcs day. 1110 ciKiniry will still need ;i 
huge guantjiy to meet itv ruquia‘mem. 
NcgiKiatiuns aiv on wiih Iran, which has 
got 40 cent of the total gas reserves 
in (l)c (Udf region, bui the delay is caus* 
ing heavy loss lo the nalltm. (mliu and 
Iran arc supposed to conduct a fciisibili* 
ly study of the i^rojeet. which will supp¬ 
ly 60 million cubic metre ol nutural gtis 
every day lo India. If this project w 
ihnnigh. India will not have u slh>iiugc 
of natural gas for ilw next live years. 

- \ Bui It js;i mysieiy why 

the Ciovcrnir>cnt of Iridiii 
is selling up a project 
with Oman, s country 
which bus jusi one per 
s'eni of ihtf total nuturui 
gas reserves in the Gulf 
region. Although ihc 
peindeuin ministry has 
clarified that the entire 
responsibility for the con* 
struclion, dnlling and 
^ iiiainienancc of the pro* 
jcci will he that of ihe 
Oman Oil Coinp;my, 
Captain Salish Sharma, 
Ihc petroleum minister, 
will have to ensure that 
j national interests ore not 
s compromised, 

' 7 There is also a sugges- 
f lion that ihc Oman pipcli- 
——^ nc should be extended in 
Qatar, as that country also has a si/x’uhlc 
quantity of natural gas. The pctiolcum 
minisiry. of averse, H in favour of laying 
a separate pipeline lo bring in gas Irum 
Qatar, hut the Centre should first ensure 
that the cr)s 1 is rtot too much. 

Another thing which the ministry of 
pcirolcum and natural gas must ensure is 
that the proposed pipeline between India 
and Iran docs not pass through Pakistan 
as our rtcighbour is capable of sabotag¬ 
ing the ptojcei. 

Bui whatever the govemmeni docs, It 
will have to do so faiti. Any delay iUikc* 
ly to cost the nation dearly. « 
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Across India, the verdict of the Assembly elections gives lie to the 
third alternative the parties constituting the National Front-Lei 
be wiped out, leading to an evenly balanced two-party system 
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Her belief that the 
ont would eventually 


As a wave off r^Sionalisffl and casteism 
sweeps India, tlie National Front 
prepares to come to power in Delhi 


gadt.theTdugu new year, falls in April. IU^ the 
day when fanners finish harvesting, sweep out 
the old and celebrate everything that is new and 
fresh. So, when NT. Rama Rao, the 
newly-elccled chief minister of Andhra 
Pradesh, invited Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao to have 
dinner with him on Ugadi day. the message was lost on no one. 

Less than six months ago. the Congress was wiped out in 
the Andhra Pradesh Assembly elections, What's more, four 
out of six Assembly segments in the Prime Minister's own 
parliamentary constituency. Nandyal. went to the Telugu 
Desam. 

The dinner menu comprised the bitter-sweet puchadi made 
of jaggery arkl neem leaves, kutiu and .samhtir Rama Rao let it 
be known that his wife, Lakshmi Parvaihi, had slaved it out in 
the kitchen all day to prepare the Prime Minister's favourite 
dishes. The chief minister's residence was festooned with the 
traditional mango leaf and marigold garlands. The message 
was: victory with grace. 

The Prime Minister responded appropriately. A .small loyal 
band of Coo^ssmen. who were shouting slogans of 'W. T. 
Rama Rao murdabad" outside the chief minister's residence. 
were told to shut up. The two leaders studied the 
panchangam — the Hindu astrological calendar— together. 
But P-V. Narasimha Rao could not prevent other leaders In 
Andhra Pradesh from preJiciing bitterly, that for the 
Congress, the linte of studying ixim hungams was past. The 
Ugadi dinner would prove to be the party's last supper. 

The verdict of the Assembly elections in half of India have 
put back on the political map forces which everyone 














COVER STORY 


iliini^ht were doiul. Kc^ionul pajlics 
huve won ill Andhni Pr.idcNh, Kitnuiia* 
ku. and Bihar. In all I he three viuics. Ihc 
C wigiv> s has nc ver been m) badly dc leal • 
ed in iiN whole history The Bharatiya 
Jamiia Pany'ii (BiP) strength in ihe 
Assemblies has gone up. but in several 
slates, it bus suttered an erosion in the 
pcreeniuge oHis vole. 

In some stales, like (lUjural. a poliii* 
cal polar!S.1Iion has taken place, so a 
third alternative is nowhere in sight. But 
across India, the verdict of the Assembly 
elections gives lie to the earlier helief 
lhai the third alicmauvc — the panics 
constituting Ihe National FronhLeft 
Fn>ni — would eventually he wiped out. 
leading to an evenly balanced two<pony 
system. In tael, if'any thing, the Asscnitn 
ly elections prove that when the Lok 
Sabha elections are held one year hence. 
1 hey w i 11 wit ness more ar\d more tn angu- 
larcoAiCKts. 

The last Lok Sabha election was the 
first one which saw a clean three* 
cornered con test between the Congres* 
s(l). the BJP and the rest of the Oppovi* 
tion in most scuts. However. Rajiv Gan¬ 


dhi's usMfcCsination diluted the result — h 
enured singlc*largest pany status Uir 
the C'nng(vs.s(I). That in the intervening 
period. P.V. Narasiniha Rao skilfully 
managed to turn it i nio a sin^ile majorii y 
is <fnly a purliamentary fact. The silua* 
lion on the grinind indicates Ihc alimisl 
certain funikaiion of a coalition at Ihe 
Centre, the inevitable falkMit of iriungu* 
lar contests. Janata Dal leader Survndra 
Midian said: "In the nett Lok Sabha. 
there canmx hut be a coalition goveni- 
mrni. The question is who the partners 
in Ihe coalition will be.* He left out the 
other pan — who the person for the top 
job wiHild be. 

Iltc third force — ibe National Frtmi- 
Ixfl Front alliance — is really an cuphe* 
mism for several regional panics which 
are admitiedly strong in their states but 
are bound for this very re»on by local 
compulsions. The real power i^ wielded 
by siaiC'Icvel >utfaps. When Mulayum 
Singh Yadav was o^ered a central niini- 
slcr>hip 111 the V.P. Singh reginK'. he 
retained. '‘Hhhi {jtt'kninv h nn(Kim /Htt 
/»jr»rwig/»/w/t beck frugr. frUtt Ih/h 
luihm rather sell peanuts on 








DIVIDED THEY STAND • \ s/irirf/l/sfrin ol'fhc JiWiilu Ihl 


1177: The Janata Party comes to 
power In the elections and forms a 
government. The Jana Sangh 
shares power at the Centre lor the 
firstiime 

15 July, 1979: The Janata Party 
splits. Chaudhary Charan Singh 
decides to withdraw the Bharatiya 
Kisan Dal symbol on which the 
unified par^ fought the elections. 
Charan Singh. Raj Narain, Madhu 
Limaye H.N. Bahugina. George 
Fernandes and others leave the 
party. 

27 March, 1980: Jagjivan Ram 
leaves the party to form Congress 
For Democracy. 

5 April, 1980: The Jana Sangh 
abandons the Janata Party. Two 
days later, i^announces its new 
avatar 38 the Bharatiya Janata 
Party, an alHndia party which has a 
broad commitment lo a Hindu 
nation. 


OctobofJiM: Indira Gandhi's 
assassination throws the political 
situation into a turmoil. Ra) Naram. 
Karpoon Thakur. George 
Fernandes and other Lohia 
socialists, who had returned lo the 
Janata Party in 1983. leave It again 
in 1984. Karpoorl Thakur afKl Devi 
Lai leave to revive Chaudhary 
Charan Singh’s party. Lok Dal. 
Fernandes and Biju Patnaik slay on. 

Raj Narain and H.N. Baht^una 
form the Democratic Socialist 



enmutwM 


Party. They don't agree o n many 
issues Bahuguna leaves Raj Narain 

1981: Chaudhary Charan Singh’s 
death causes a split in the Lok Dal. 
One faction is led by Charan Singh’s 
son. Ajit, and calls itself Lok 0dl(A). 
The D^er. led by such big names as 
Bahuguna. Karpoorl Thakur and 
Devi Lai, claims to be the genuine 
heir to the farmer constituency, it 
calls Itself lok 0al(6). Mulayam 
Singh Yadav joins the Lok Dal(B). 

April, 1988: *n\e tortuous process 
Of rebuilding the Janata Party 
begins under Chandra Shekhar’s 
presidentship. Ajit Singh's Lok 
Dai(A) merges Into the Janata Party 
and Singh becomes Its 
preei^iH. This causes tremendous 
resentment Chandra Shekharsays 
this is done to correct the 
Impression that the Janata Party is 
a party of the upper castes. 

«8Mar» 199k The Lok Dal(A). 
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Egos, prejudKes, 
muhisl suspicion, 
perceived sl^— 
these are genetic 
defects In the 
National Front H 
took a V.P. Singh 
(right) to transcend 
these dMdrences. 
But eventually, he 
too fell victimtoit 


Ihc niads <jf iKan go to Delhi)." 

So f«r. Delhi been able tci c %cru sc 
only a minimal control on the slate units 
of the various const ilucnisol the Nation* 
al PrcHit. That Ibis would continue to be 
the case was clear from ihe way the Kar- 
naialca Assembly elections campaign 
was run. Janata Dal leader Ramakrishna 
Hegdc confessed ihut Ibc credibility of 
the Janata Dul after Its numerouit splits 
was HO low that be ensured that no cen¬ 
tral leader took any decisions in the elec¬ 
tion — the Karnataka election was 
fought totally independent of any cen¬ 
tral control. 

Moreover, there is nu nucleus around 
which the alliance can operate. In 1977. 
Jayaprakash Narain acted as a nucleus 
which was a substitute for a high com¬ 
mand. In 1989. V.R Singh orchestrated 
the alliance. In 1995, there are many 
leaders—and so there \% no leader. 

F or the National Pront^Left Front alli¬ 
ance. the great white hope was V.P. 
Singh. When he quit the Congress, he 
left behind a little bit of his credibility: 
the man who became the National Front 


Janaia Party and the Lok DaliO) 
merpeto form the Janata Dal. 

M m wbit, 1990: The Janata Dat 
splits Within two years of its birth. 
V.P Singh’s prime minl^rsblp 
causes heartburn. Chandra 
Shekhar and Oevt Lai form the 


Samaiwadj Janita Party. 

titi: Anin Nehru and Artf 
Mohammad Khan leave the Janata 
OaJ. but there Is no sprit. 


MMV,1«lt:Alit$lnoh 
establishes hrs own group in 


Ptrlament forming the Janata 
D«A). 



Mp9t» Ajit Singh tormany 
leaves the Janata Oal and is 
rugognised as a separate group In 
Pifliamem by the Speaker. 

INI: There are vague 
noises about reunification. The 
party led by Chandra Shekhar and 
the A(U SkitpvM Janata DalfA) 
thraam to merge. 

Forthe purpose of the 
AssimWyelec!lon,i 
steering comminee is set 8ut 
the untfleabon doesn't happen. 

V.P. Singh {selected 
president of the Janata Oal. 
Chandra Shaldiar ts no longer 
enthusiastic about a merger. 


iMi 1IM; Nitish Kumar. George 
Fernandes and Rabl Ray form the 
Samata Party on the eve of the 
Assembly elections in Bihar and 

otfirititas. • 
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j Prime Minister, said in the Rajya Sabha 
( two days before his expulsion: 'You can 
keep telling me anything. But 1 was. acn 
and wil I be a Cong ressman." 

But V.P. Singh saw the shape of 
things to come. ‘T'Mo years ago. he said 
! 1996 would be u year ^ flux in politics. 
He also said all parties would become 
regional parties: that the Congress. BJP 
and Janaia Dal would rule in two or three 
states each. He has been vindicated.* 
said Som Pal, a Rajya Sabha member 
' from the Janata Dal and a V P. Singh 
confidant. 

Clearly, this gave Singh some hope. 
Singh's assessr7>cni was based on the cal* 
culation ihui because of the forces unlea' 
shed by the Mandal Commission Report, 
rhe backward classes would emerge as a 
vote blix:. capable of deciding the chief 
minister and the Prime Minister — back* 
ward classes form 52 per cent of the 
population. Bui he realised that while 
such a bloc was necessary, it should also 
not be allowed to get out of hand. 

So. Singh set about putting (he brakes 
on what himself had Mil in motion. 
Mulayam Singh Yadav has »till not for* 
given V.P. Singh for not keeping him 
informed about the Babri Masjid devc* 
iopinents in the last phase of his prirrse 
ministership in 1990*91. In boc^leis, 
Yadav describes how relations between 
him and V.P. Singh soured leading to his 
leaving Janata Dal and joining the Sama* 
jwadiianaiaPurty inNovember. 1990. 

Laloo Yadav is also wary of V.P. 
Singh. Singh’s offer of campaigning in 
B i har du ri ng thi s Assem My election was 


accepted but not with any great warmth, 
says a VP aide. In party affairs, Lakw 
has brooked no interference from the 
Centre — he's run his government on 
his own. So. V.P. Smgh didn't even uy 
to intervene and save the Janata Dal 
from splitting into the Samata Pariy. 
The sf^it was Bihar-based — its kader 
was Nitish Kumoi. a leader of the Kur* 
mis who led a sizeable sect ion of the par¬ 
ty out of the Janata Dal. But Singh back- 
^ Laloo's campaign that the Samata 
Party was a Congress outfit. Forces of 
social justice were further fragmented. 

Instead. Singh concentrated on the 
centra] pan of his strategy -^expanding 
the base uf the forces ot' social justice 
which would be beholden to him perso¬ 
nally. Singh tneJ hard to build upa cuali* 
lion of fivcex in Maharashtra under the 
Progressive Democratic Front tPDFl. 
However, this attempt has come a crop* 
per. The PDF should get only 17 seals 
because seal adjusiment talks failed. 

V.P. Singh's Nggcsl failure was that 
Konshi Ram and xic Samajwadi Party 
could not be persuaded to work with the 
PDF. As a resul t, the B ohujon Samuj Par¬ 
ly (BSP), which had contested the 
rashtra eiectiuas with great fanfare, was 
wiped out; Mulayam Singh Yadav's 
Samajwadi Party goi only three scats; 
and the forces of sucial justice remained 
as fragmented a.s they were helorv. 

"These elections have proved one 
ih i ng —-the beck ward classes cannot ral • 
1y round one leedct." said Som Pal 
However. Singh still aspires to he that 
leader. This sets everyone's bocks up. 



As a result, the internal comradictioiis 
in the Janata Dal spill oui ivcvcming (he 
fonnalion of a from. The presided oil he 
pony, S.R. Hommai. is a leader acceptu* 
hic to all fuciions in the party but has no 
independent constituency of his own. 
Komaluku's H.D. Deve Gowda will not 
submit U> V.P. Singh. .Sharud Yaduv 


LIKELY PRIME MINISTERS • Ilou fhv} nitv 


CBandra flwItlMr Current unity 
moves havs come a cropper. So 


lond as V.P. Singh Is on the Jamta 
Dal scene, Chandra Shekhar wRf 
not come anywhere near It. Butihe 
bearded leader from Ballia knows 
everything about organisations^ 
how to make them and Row to break 
them. Still has a trick or two up his 
sleeve. His greatest 
personal ap^. Hkgreatast 
drawback: hk ego* 

jyjw tt Hii i Can be aceiptaMla^ 
the third force as the leader he. 
cuts ail ties with the Congmi. Bet 
SlAghlsstHlclutchinQitBiilO 
Janpath straw. N.T. Rimt RaOtoH' 


him off sha^ a taw weeks ago 
when he saw he realty wasnl sure 
wtot party AfHHt Sin^ was in, Has 



a formidable followng among die 
Mustfms, matched emty by 
Mulayam Singh Yadav. So it can be 
safely said that rf Arjun Singh Is 
coming into the third force, 
Mulayam Singh Yadav wont 
venture anywhere near it. 

I.B. Ttvark M this moment 
probably the most acceptable 
leader. He has V.P. Singh's capacity 
to arbitrate in quarrels withtn M 
third force because he has no 
constituency; and has the 
advantage of having been a 
socialist leader. But the problem it 
hie knagi of being pro-Hindu and 
worse, pro-Brahmln, 
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Lakw Yadav is by no 
means the rvstk 
yokel be appears to 
be.tnthe^of 
bad governance, 
he’s done good 
politics. His 
politicat acumen 
puts him in the big 
league of leaden 
tike Biju Patnalk 
and George 
Fernandes 


view.fLaliioYiuJiivusu piUcnuaJ ihr<;jt 
^ so while he wys rnviicil«Ui dMunJ 
Liiloo's sweunrtg'iA ceremony, he Jiii 
not cdjTipaign in the Bihar Assembly 
oicciions. 

Similarly, Biju Patnaik and Ranuik- 
rishnu Hcgdc have made no secret of 
their dislmsl of V.P. Singh. Both feel the 


nundulisaiion of politics is a dangerous 
phemunenon. Bui they arc not leaden in 
asccndcncc: and V.P, Singh is. 


O ne other leader in a.wendance is 
Lalixi Prasad Yadav. The Bihar 


AsHcmbly clectiw results look cveryo* 
ne but Laloo by surprise. *Bven we were 


V.P. SlHili: Very much a candidate 
despite demufrals from him. The 
electoral victory In Bihar has given 
Smgh's prospeds a boost in his 
party. But his credibility is low; even 
laloo doesn't trust him totally. 


doesn't get to the top post. 


Utoo Vaitr His victory in the 
Bihar Assembly etectioos-ls the 


Jyoti Itnn He would be an 
acceptable candidate for prime 
ministership if the CPI and the 
CPI(M) could decide whether they 
will join a coalition at the Centre. 
Basu is also bound by the 
constraint of belonging to a party 
where everyone is eguel. So. a 
move to Join a coalition can be shot 
down by his colleagues with the 
sole motive of ensuring that he 



surprised," said Som Pal. "V.p Singl 
camped in Bihar for nearly a numili. Ht 
relumed to predid IIX) scats fori he Jana 
la DhI. no more," But the lanulH Dal hag 
ged 166 seals. 

This wav possible because I uIih 
Y adav did a V.P. Singh on V.P. Singh. 

Like V.P. Singh, he emphasised 
social juviice in hi*: campaign. Bui h 
made sure the election wski not a norma 
referendum on the pert'onnance of ih> 
Janata Dal govern men. Instead, he i urn 
ed ii into a referendum on Laloo, the soi 
of the b^k wards, in Bihar, 


Asa result, ihc backward and Harijai 
voces all went to Laloo — the Samaj 
wadi Pajiy, with its hciKlquanerv Jus 
across the border in UP, goi two scats 
Kanshi Ram's Bahujan Samaj Party suf 
fared a terrible debacle. Harijans ii 
Bihar am even more vjJnerahk ihai 
ibeir counierparis elsewhere, 'fhey wan 
to be part of a larger socul coalition — 
they are afraid of being isolated. Laloi 
un^rviood this and offered them ihi 
MY (Muslim*Yadav) umbrella. Thi 
was gratefully accepted. 


By no means Is Laloo the rustic yoke 
he appears to be. I n the face of bad guver 
nance — the stale i s bank ni pi. salaries n 
government employees haven't bvc 
paidfor years, there is hardly any mohili 
sat ion of resources and there is a dcicric 
ration of law and oider — he's don 
good politics. Here again, there ar 
shades of V.P, Singh. His skill puts hir 
in the big league of leaders like Biju Pal 
naik and George Femandus, 


trlufm:^ of good polftlcs over bad 
governance, lafoo has won in 
defiance of the anti^incumbency 
wave, The caste alliances backing 
hbtt are formidable. But Bihar is not 
In^a, And the Jai^ta Dal is not just 
Bihar. 


LT. Ram Rm: Dream merchant 
pif BxctUence. On ^e strength of 
the dream that another Telugu 
couW become Prime Minister, is 
proving himself as the honest 
brolcer.wiio will reiijvsnata the 
Npdoftf front. even succeed, 
bat bis (tfiatest drawback Is iris 
tendency to get bogged down In 
domestic politics. • 
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I n Bihar, (here is a slrong wave in 
favour of Laloo which can be irenslat' 
ed as suppol fN the Janata Dal. But 
there is an equally strong support for JD 
in Karnataka: the Janata Dal has polled 
ten percent votes less than it did in 1985 
when it was in power last, but (be Con- 
grtssd) has lost even more ground. The 
votes polled by it in the Assembly have 
come down from 41.4 per cent to less 
than 30 per cent in this election. 

In (he last round of panchayat elec- 
tions, the JD managed to win 67 per cent 
of the ziUa panshad votes. The Con¬ 
gress could just manage 21. A Congress 
MP from Karnataka told Sunday: 
"Look at the Janata Dal's perfwmance 
in Karnataka and Bihar (and Orissa 
where they lost by Just a few hundred 
votes in 20 constituencies), and the 
BiP's performance i n Gujarat and Maha¬ 
rashtra. There is no hope for the 
.Congress." 

In Andhra Pradesh, the Congress ha.H 
never fared so badly — it got just 25 
seats in the Assembly, not even enough 
to secure the leadership of the Oppoai* 
tion. It has given away 10 percent of its 
vote to theTelugu Desam. 

The situation is clearly ciying out for 
a third force, and not Just in its existing 
form, but a larger federal parly, The inin- 
atives lo revive the National Front-LeA 
Front alliance have already begun. 

Janata Dal president S.R. Bommai is 
(^timisiic; "Till 1989. Opposition poli¬ 
tics was different. It was a coalition of 
parties whose aim was to defeat the Con¬ 
gress. But things have changed. Issues 
have become more important in fighting 
elections. Therefore, the third front — 
comprising the National Front and the 
LeA Prom — will come together on the 
basis of a common minimum program¬ 
me. When such a prograntme has been 
agreed on, there will be no fights among 
leaders.' 

B ommai also told Sunday that the 
base of the National Front would be 
widened. This means major realign¬ 
ments, The first issue is whether the All 
India Anna Dravida Munneira Kazha- 
gam (AlADMK) will join the Natioual 
Front. 

There are several problems with this. 
Jayalalitha's biggest rival in the state. 
M. Karunanidhi. is already part of the 
National From, iayalaliiha would like to 
break her alUancc with the Congrcss(l) 
to side with the Opposition, especially 
aAcr the strain that Subramaniam Swa- 
my’s charges are putting on (he dJiance. 


Bui she cannot do so, so long as Kani- K. Govindacharya has also built some 
nanidhi's Dnvida Munneira Kazhagam bridges between the AlADMK und the 
IsaNtfional Frontpaitner. BJP. 


iayalaliiha is also ambivalent about 
the National Front. Her dilemn\a was 
apparent recently when she telephoned 
Laloo Yadav in Patna to congreiulaie 
him for his victory in the electioas. She 
went on to solicit his support in a cam¬ 
paign against the Governor. Chaniu 
Reddy, who has .sanctioned her prosecu- 
rion. 

The conversation was somewhat sirai • 
ned Laloo Y^v speaks only nidi- 


T he other candidate who was a possi¬ 
ble National Front entrant has juxt 
rejected the option. UP chief minister 
Mulayam Sin^ Yadav ha.s announced 
(hat his party will stay oul of an Opposi- 
tiun alliance. For the National Front, thi.s 
is a very significaiu development. 

Uttar Pradedt sends 65 Lok Subha 
candidates to Parliament. Mulayam 
Singh Yadav has the choice of contest¬ 
ing against (he Congress, the BJP and 
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hMayM Hiili Yadir l» will ftiy MrtofaR Oppnitloir alliance 


ment^ En^sh and Jayalalitha speaks 
rto Hindi. Lakx) agreed to issue a state¬ 
ment criticising (he aciion of the Gover- 
nor. But when he invited her lo hi.s 
swearing-in. (here was a pause, "There 
is a pruMem of flights," she said careful¬ 
ly. Laloo didn't remind ber that two 
leaders from neighbouring slates — 
H.D. Deve Gowda from Karnataka and 
N.T. Rama Rao from Andhra Pradesh 
— were coming to Patna and would 
have been happy to gi ve Jayalalitha a li A, 
The Naiiorial Front isofficially not 
commenting on Jayalalitha. But infor- 
malJy, they say that an alliance btiween 
Jayalalitha and the BJP may not be such 
a remote possibilit}^ Ai the national exe¬ 
cutive meeting at Panaji recently. Atal 
Dchari Vajpayee criticised the conduct 
of Che Tamil Nadu Governor in no 
uncertain terms. Party geoenj secretary 


the Janata Dal. Or doing u deal with one 
of (hem to defeat the other two. 

Mulayam Singh is coniimi staying in 
UP as chief minister, lie will be happy to 
reach a Tamil Nadu-type arrangement 
with (he Congress where he is left 
undisturbed in the state while as an ally 
be exiracu his price at the Centre. In 
other words, he wants a dc facto situa- 
fioQ to become de jure as well. Janata 
Dal leaders complain that while Yadav 
got to his position as an axiti-Congress 
leader, the^ days, when he c<Mnes tn 
Delhi, he calls on P.V. Narasimha Rao 
more oAen than V.P. Singh. 

Mulayam Sin^ doesn't mince words 
in hU descri ption of V.P. Singh. 
He has accused him cd * being deccitf ul', 

Janata Dal leader Surendra Mohan 
says Yadav is making a big mistake. And 
he admits that Mulayam Singh hasn't 









iKcn entirety truthful either. The other 
.lilies of the National Front —• the Left 
pari ics — arc annoyed with Yadav. 
Yudav engineered defections from the 
Junaia Dul ik\ well, luring away four 
MLAs. 

This doesn't make for a particularly 
hirfwsi R'latloitship. But Mohan says if 
Yadav wants to gel on to an alMndla 
hand wagon, he has to Join the NationaJ 
I 'nmi — on their own. both the Bahujan 
Samajwacii Parly arid the Samajwadi 
Parly have put up a dismal performance 
in the Assembly elections. And the Con* 
gross will have a vested interest in keep* 
ing him confined to the state. 

T u* time has come for the National 
I’lont and its allies to plan their strate* 
gy. At its pony Ciuigrrss in Chandigarh 
recently, the CPKM) took some deci* 
sums. Siiicndrj Mohan »ays if the I..eri 
puflies arc reuUstie ahoui heuting the 
BJP iind ihe C'ongrcss hack, they have to 
join u eoaliliofl ^ which meaits JtHning 
the govcmiiiciu. But the 1 .eft is clear it 
will join a government only if it eart irtOu* 
dice pill icy front within. This means a 
common minimum programme. 

The proposal fi>r a softening towards 
(ive Congress to heat back the BiP was 
Opposed by the West Bengal and Kerala 
units of the party. Ultimately, the hot* 
tom liiK* wuscooperaiism with the Natio* 
nul Front. This was agreed lo> but 
grudgingly If the communist parties 
don't foin a coalition they will not be 
able to achieve even (heir own objective 
of healing back the BiP. On the other 
hand, there are enough in the Left parties 
who detest (he scK'iaTist culture of politi¬ 
cal ricxibiUty. 

Bgos. prejudices, mutual suspicion, 
perceived slights — these are genetic 
delects in the National Front. And as 
Sont Pal says, if a child is reborn with 
the same congenital defects, il canrKM be 
expected lobe healthy, 

it look a Morarji Desai or a V.p. 
Singh to iranscerKl these dinerenccs. 
But eventually, they too fell v eiirn to it. 
The National Front alliance Is an unend* 
ing experiment with politics. Another 
new phase is starling out now. 

E ven the CongressCi). today, is in a 
state of flux. What if Aijun Singh or 
Narain Dull Tiwari should cross over to 
ihe Opposition like V.P. Sin^? 

There are two problems with (his. 
First. H is already too lace. Political pan* 
ics take a long time to accept new 
leaders So. while S.R. Bommai says 
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N.D.riwariwiill)e 
more acceptable to 
tile Natiottal Front 
tiian Ariun $ii^ 
should hie decide to I 
cross over to the 
Opposition. He is a 
well known 
socialist, who 
understands the 
ethos. He Is 
conciliatory and 
has no known 
enemies in the 
National Front i 


‘uur <kfOrs are open lu everyone *, the 
actual merger is a painful political 
process. 

Second, both Tiwari and Aijun Singh 
will have lo .sever all ties with ihe Con¬ 
gress . 1 li s not yet clear if they w ani to do 
that. Tiwari will be more acceptable (u 
the National From than Atjun Singh. He 
is a well known socialist, who under* 
stands (he ethos. He is conciliatory, pos¬ 
sibly more than V.P, Singh, and ha.s no 
known enemies in the National From. 

Tiwari's past, his association with 
Sanjay Gandhi, and his prO’Hindu ante¬ 
cedents can be forgotten. But his current 
thesis on the economic policy is in tune 
with Ihe National Front's. Ind^, he hin* 
ted as much recently when he said at a 
function that his position in the Indepen* 
dence movement was such that he took 
to wearing a pink Gandhi cap — 
because lIk Congress would criticise 


him fur wearing a red one, and the com- 
munivts should attack him for wearing a 
white one, 'Mein \ufn<w\'aya ki ropi 
pahanui htum (I wear the cap of synthe- 
sisi.'hesuiJ. 

At Fanaji. the BiP boasted that it com* 
ntanded support m }M) Lok Sabha seg* 
menis. It was e^'her the ruling party or 
the principal Opposition puny in 10 sta¬ 
les. There is nmhing lo stop us ftx>m com¬ 
ing to power. K.R. Malkani said. 

There is. says S.R Bonunai. A coali¬ 
tion govemineni is better than a BJP 
government. Instability is belter ihun 
insecurity. 

Tmie will tell whether the Janata 
Dal president is right or wrong. • 
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Tamil Nadu chief minister Jayalaliiha may face an extended trial on charges 

of corruption. But she is confident of fighting hack 


n January this the Tamil 
Niulu Oovcmof, M. Channa 
RcJdy, met Prime Minister P.V. 
Marasimha Rtio. Apparently, he 
told him that he was seruHJsly 
l<K)kinjt into the charges of ciimjptum 
that Suhramaniam Swamy. the ttHiner 
Rajya Sabha MP. had levelled against 
chief minister Jayalalitha Jayuram. 

The Prime Minister, it scerns. kept 
quiet. Reddy Hew hack to Tamil N^idu. 
convinced that Rau wouldn’t imervenc 
either way. Tlvn later that month, 
Jayalaliiha cumc and inet the PM. Nora- 
simha R;h) repealed C'hiinna Reddy's 
conversation to her. She went hock, 
knowing whut was cisining. bui im>i 
when, 

WK*n finally, on Saturday. 1 April. 
Channa Reddy pcmiitied Suhramaniam 
Swamy U> prosecute Jayalaliiha on 3H 
charges of corruption, .Swamy’s nearly 
two'yenr old campaign against her was 
entering a new phav:. 

No one knew how it would go. 
Swamy, heaming, ilisiribulcd pboloeop- 
icHofiheCjovemor\ simerion under See* 
tion lh9 I PC and 1.1( I jd & e i>\' ihc Pre¬ 
vention of C’oiTuptiisn Act to a crowded 
press conference in SumhortK*. He is 
e xpccicd to ll le a su It agoi nst her i n a ses* 
Mons exjurt in Madras in iK* middle of 
next month. 

In Jayalalitha’s camp, meanwhile, 
there was confusion and some «how of 
bravado. In a state mem made the some 
day of the sanciion, Jayalalitha said. 
’My ctmscicncc is clear and I am confi¬ 
dent that my position will stand viiidicai* 
ed in the appropriate fonsm.” 

By the evening, though. S. BaJakrish- 
nan (secretary puWic. no. 2 after the 
chiel secretary) was on a plane lo Delhi 
and met Tamil Nadu's resident commis¬ 
sioner, Pavan Raina. K. Panisaran, the 
former altomey-general of India, who 
had a'prescrticd Jayalaliiha before, was 
called in. 










On Wednesday. Jayalaliiha filed a 
writ petition in the Madras High Court 
agamst the Governor's sonelion listing 
previous insunces where he had tried to 
carb her powers. But iusiico Shiv raj 
Pali I asked U» a two^judge Bench ro 
hear the matter because of its bearing on 
consiitutKmal posts. 

. In Delhi, the AJI India Congress Com- 
iiiiltee said that the Centre was n<M in the 
picture. But Jayalulitha knew heticr. In 
January, Kao hadn’t stopped ( hanru 
Reddy. Plus. Swainy was on a GATT 
panel in the cointncrce ministry wnh 
Cabinet rank ;iml there were a large mini- 
her of stories of his closeness to the 
Prlnw Minister. 

By the next weekend, the whole issue 
bud bceome political. In the nudsi td* ilte 
Bharatiya Janata Party's national oxccii* 
live mi'ciing in (hei, Ai.il Bchari Vaj 
payee in a siaicincni criticised ('hnnna 
Kcihly Bill as many as 4(1 Congress 
MLAs i Pit he Tamil Nado AsM'inhIy sent 
in Ihcir nrsignaiions to the l*finK* Mini- 
sler. Rai» is‘|ccivd ihcftt 
But clearly a crisis siioairon had built 
up. And II wiisn'i jusi Jayalahiha iii the 
centre otThc troubles. 

F nr the iiiimuail lltoiigh. il is liHikiltg 
h.Hl for her. ,Swam> has utkliKcd 
n K»st evidence I or t w o o f i he 'H cases, 

• The lirsi is ab»>ui the purchase <4 
l.?^.f>f>0 sy ft of prime indusinal land 
from the Tamil Nadu Small industnes 
('orTxiralioM (TANSI) tor Rs 1,82 crorc 
whose real worth js Ks 4 42 erom - - 
l i >r .lava Pi ibl le. tti< ms j ,\\a la I i ih.i is a pur • 

I iier with he r frirni I N Sasi k u I a in this. 

• The second ca*<* concerns rigging ol 
lenders lor imp^iri nt CiKil lor diemul 
power stations tfom Aiisinilia and 
indi mesia. 

Alagcndran & Brothers (tf Madras 
wus allegedly favouted. Swamy has pro¬ 
duced dis.scnt rHiiings of secretaries of 
the pu hi ic w I irk s and ol he r depimmciit s, 

Va/happudi Runianmrihi. MP and thi' 
di.s^idcni flinner Tariul Nadu ('<mgness 
Committee tTNCC) president, says. 
"Ii'k an open-and-shut case. There is 
enough evidence lo prtive that Jayalali- 
tha has amassed a huge fortune <m these 
deals. Though the state guvemmeni has 
sc*i up an enquiry emnmission for the 
soal deal hivcsiigiukms haven T begun." 

"What we fiwd." adds Kra Chc/ian. 
the senior Janata Dal leatlcr, “is an inde¬ 
pendent judicial enihy like an iimhuds 


MILESTONES 


JayaUiHtha's career 

• Jayalaiitha acts in h«r first film 
Chmmcfha Gontt>t ^kfen Girl), in 
Kannada, in 1964. The fHrn bombs at 
the box office 

• Ayear later, she makes a big splash 
in Tamil cinema with Vermndai 

• MGR spots her and goes on to 
make 26 films with her 

• Jayalalitha’s film career peters out 

in the mid’Seventies with MGR 
KHnlng politics —~ 

• MGR makes her the \ 

Al AOMK propaganda ri^AUg 

secretary In 1982 much f 
against hts wife Janakfs • 
wishes 


man lo sort oui matters ciinccmmg (ler- 
MKts holding high offices." 

LcgisbKKs of The A1 ADMK k>yA lo 
Jayalalilha, however, hope th;ii the case. 
rM>w before u Division Bench, will uikc a 
long lime in deciding. One of them said, 
"If Rujiv Ciindhi'x suspected murderers 
could fnjstraic The TADA ux»n. then 
why can't Puralehi ThaJaivi (Revolutio 
nary Leader) in l';uii 1 1 do i he unc?*' 

T he imuhle Ihmigh is that Jayalaliihn 
is j very cnibaiiled chief mini'.ter 
now l.itdc remains of the primiisc she 
appeared lo have when she w on a hindsh- 
dc vicimy i n June 19^1. 

The horejiucrai'v. for instance. 


VI 


♦ In 1964. she is 
nominated to the Rajya 
Sabha 


m 





• MGR dies on 24 December. 1967, 
without naming a successor 
Jayalalitha rs sidelined by Janaki The 
AIADMK splits 

* The DMK comes to power m 1969. 
Jayaialitha i$ heckled in the 
Assembly *Res»gns'from polftics in 
the 1989*90 penod 

• Chandra Shekhar comes to power 
at the Centre in November 1990 
Jayaialitha forces him to sack 
Kanjnamdhr 

♦ She wins the Tamil Nadu elections 
in June 1991 and is sworn in as the 
chid minister 



At MAR’* fuiwcal: •l4•lln•4 

fvni.uns onrugcil hy ihp huge numher of 
ifanvl'cr piMlngs P, Shnnkcr. an TAS 
i>frK‘cr and ho'itk’rol P. Mururi, sccrcta- 
fv to former Prcsickmi R Vcnkjitaru- 
nwn. w«N Iran ►.fen <\l u» five places m ten 
monihs 

'IlH'rc was ;i scandal m ilic Tamil 

N«kIu Industrial IVvcIopnicni f'orpora- 

liiHi Its managing diri'clor wa^ V.S. 

Chandralckhu fhe scandal got written 

aKiui in I he prcNS Chaodralckha. an 

IAS i>friccf. wus moMsl wt as director 

of aix'hivcs. Si«‘ii after, men allegedly 

from Bombas'*• underworki threw an 

acid bulh fhai burnt her face entirely. 

She left ihc servii'c lo join Suhramaniam 

Swamy 's Janata Party against 

Javablitha 

• 

JiMjmaliNK have also bought her 
enmity. In ihc beginning of her lenurc, 
more than 100 defamation cases had 
been filed against iheni and some sum- 
ntoned to the Bar of the House Bui of 

greater concern is the worsening law 

and I'irder situHiion. 

Political killings have iiicreap'd. 

K M, Vijayaij, an advocate, was sell¬ 
ing OUI for MaJr.is airport one morning 
when he was .iii.tckcd He had Bled a 
petitKMi m the Suim'iiK Court agninst 
Ihc Tamil NikIh Hill enhancing n'sena- 
lions Ki fi^ per cent 
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prosecution on 
25 March. Thus, 
Swamy’s 
campaign 
entered a new 
phase 


B ui more iKun unything is the poliii* 
cal opposition to her rule that is 
mounting. Vu/happwli Ramamunhi, 
who has u si7cablc section of Ciuigres* 
smen with him. has publicly united with 
the DMK against Jayulalitha. Right 
now. he's abroad. His rival m the Con* 
gress, G.K. Moopanar, shared a plat* 
form with Kaiunanidhi recently. 

Others, too, are coming together 
against Jayalalitha. S. Thirunavukkara* 
su, who stood behind her solidly during 
her crisis following the death of M.G. 
Ramachandran (MGR), turned bitter 
later. He i s getti ng together (he Congress 
(so far, Ramamunhi's faction), his own 
MGR-ADMK, the Patiali Makkal 
Kaichi, (he Communist Parry of India 
and the Forward Bloc against the 
AlADMK. 

The MDMK of V. GopaJasamy has 
partnered with the Communist Party of 
India (M&ndsi), Gopalasamy has consi¬ 
derable support in the souihent districts 
but can't ally with the DMK because he 
was once in the DMK and fought with 
Karunanidhi for promoting hU son. Nei¬ 
ther can he go with the Congress 
because of hit LTTE links. 

Jayalalitha could exploit all these. 
She could call for polls. DMK 
votes could get divided between Kanina- 


nidhi and Gopslasami and Congress Thi% is her bigge.vt fear. She has never 
votes between Ramamuithi. Moopanar made more enemies in her life. And Ihe 
and whoever else proclaims himself biggest of them after Swamy and Karu- 
leader. nanidhi would ai^iear to he Reddy 

The AlADMK has done well. too. in himself, 
recent eleciiorvs. It won the Palani Lok 

Sabha and Ranipci Assembly scats in by- never got along from the start, 

elections two years ago, and then the Pct* I Reddy replaced Bhishma Norain 

undurei and MyUpore Assembly seats Singh, who bad once stopped iayaluli- 
recently. The Mylaporcdefeat emharras- tha from resigning after a scrap with 
sed Karunantdhi b^ause Madras city is friertd Sasikala aj^ had turned down 
considered a DMK stronghold. Swamy's petition aguin^i her. hiyalali- 

But whai if she calls a snap election thaprotestcdtohomeminisierS.B.Clia* 
and Channa Reddy stalls and improvises van frv appointing him without 
a coalition out of (he OppositUvn parties consuhatiiMi. 

to rule the state for the rest of the time? Reddy moved in vowing to rc* 


"There i.s no law and order in the 
state.” says M. Karunanidhi, formef 
chicl'mimsicr and DMK supremo. 

"Hatchet men of ministers are indulg¬ 
ing in murders and kidni^ings. Police 
look on helplessly." Adds T.S. Killivala- 
van, a former TNCC spokesman. 
" Never in the state's history has a party 
in power abused its authority as the 
AlADMK this time. " 

There are stories, too, about compro¬ 
mises with the Liberation Tigers of 
Toniil Felam (LTTE) which Jayalalitha. 
for the record, insisu wants to assassina¬ 
te her. She has 7-level security on that 
account. But Suhramaniam Swamy ins¬ 
ists she has reached* an "uccommoda- 
tion” with (hem. 

There is no confirmahoo of this. But 
LTTE men are escaping from Tamil 
Nadu jails with impunity, bn 27 Febru¬ 
ary this year, nine guerrillas made out of 
Madras Central Jail and as many as .M) 
key w i tne t ses to Rajiv Gandhi' s a.>;.sassi • 
nation have got off. too. 

Jail administration has nearly collaps¬ 
ed and there are frequent nots in Modrus 
and Madurai jails. The chief warder of 
Madurai Jail wa.v stoned to death la»i 
month and two prisoners were killed. 


Channa Reddy 
(belowl asked 
Subramaniam 
Swamy (right) to 
give him more 
evidence. This 
Swamy did and 
Reddy 
sanctioned 










establish the pride aj>d prestige of the 
governorship. In July 19^. she went on 
an impromptu fast on the Cauvery 
waters dispute surprising ()v Gov^nor 
and upsetting him. There was vioience. 
engitteered by AIADMK cadres, and 
Reddy ordered the chief secretary and 
slate police chief lo enforce peace. 
Jayalalitha chided (hem for taking 
orders from the Governor. 

In (he Ranipet by-election, the DMK 
complained of violerKe from AIADMK 
cadres and Reddy asked for a report. 
Then when the RSS headquarters in 
Madras was bombed. Reddy arrived 
before the CM who was away electionee¬ 
ring and pulled up the city's police com¬ 
missioner for not informing him of it 
earlier. 

He followed that up with a report to 
(he Centre of the deteriorating law- 
und-order situation and Rajesh Pilot, the 
junior home minister, flew in. JayalaJi- 
tha g«)t more and more alarmed. 

Then, Reddy sat on a file for eaten- 


^eech. Reddy called the government 
"this government** and not the con veniio- 
nal *my government". 

Then other things were done to humi¬ 
liate Reddy. Jayalalitha despatched all 
her ministers to their constituencies in 
this year's Republic Day cclebratsons. 
so no one would be there to receive him 
but he came anyhow and she had perso¬ 
nally to do the honours. 

IVn. she didn't seek his apprrwal for 
giving eaiension lo her chief secretary 
N. Hari Bhaskar invdved in the cud 
deal and in reshuffling some ministerial 
portfolios and in explanation dug up 
vague Business Rules permitting this. 

By now. Reddy was dead set against 
her. The World Tamil Conference came 
up. Jayalalitha had spent Rs 2011 crore in 
its celebration. It was a great big PR exer¬ 
cise. She wanted President .S.D. Shanna 
and Narasimha Rao's panicipatiivi. 
Reddy flew in lo Delhi to convince Rao 
not (ago. Ramamurthi opposed the visit 
in Madras Sharma suy<^ back hut Rao 


% 




went antagonising Kuinannirthi. wlu> 
eventual ty turned mu • Rao and was si rip¬ 
ped of the TNCC presidentship. 

During that Delhi trip. CTiann.i'^ ;mii- 
Jayalaliiha statements got rop tried and 
she asked for his recall. I'^licr. Swtimy 
had tiled a special leave petition in the 
Supreme Court as the Governor wasn't 
sarK’i ion mg J ay alal i tha's prosccui ion 
and Reddy had twice a'>krd for rru>n' 
time to reply. His next deadline was com¬ 
ing up on 15 May. 

Tt^ .suddenly he asked .Swamy. who 
had given up on him. to give him nhire 
evidence. This Swamy did In u glare of 
puMicity On 25 March. Reddy called 
for a draft letter giving sanction, read ii 
and signed it. On .V) March. Congress 
Legislature Parly leader S R. Baiasuhra- 
manlam and five other Congress MI.As 
wea* assaulted in the House by the 
watch-and-ward staff ai the instance of 
the .Speaker and they inldrmed Reddy of 
this. 

Atkr rhe Congress MLAs left, the 
Governor called for the sanction letter, 
told his sevretary. Shoe la Priya, to nsk 
Swamy. already in Madras, to slay on. 
On I April, alter celebrating Telugu 
New Y car's Day 11) g udh i) w i th hi.s fai ni - 
ly.CiovenHvR^dy sent (he sanction let¬ 
ter through a special messenger to 
Swamy. 








sion of then rhtef secretary T.V. Venka- 
uiraman' % (enure and only relented after 
stories were planted in local newspa¬ 
pers. Officials stopped calling on him in 
the Raj Bhavan. 

Then an attempt was made to deny 
Reddy his con.slitutional right of address¬ 
ing the Aiisembly in its Cxrsi session in 
I The Speaker. Sedapani R. Muthai- 
ah. didn't prorogue the House to make it 
appear that the 1994 session was continu¬ 
ing from the previous year. 

Reddy riposted by not giving a date 
f<‘r the 19^ state budget unless the 
Governor was called to addreu the 
Assembly. She gave in. All through the 


Narasimha Rao (above) 
neods Jayalalitha as much 
as she needs hhn. But Rao 
may let things lie and let 
the iiidicial process take 
tts course. For Jayalalitha 
this may mean a 
lame-duck chief 
ministership 


W hji now? As It looks, things are 
Inuiih for Jayalalitha. 


ww lough for Jayalalitha. 

There's considerable evidence in two 
of (he yn cases against her Narasimha 
Rao mightn't intervene openly because 
that would ijpsci Tamil Congressmen, 
especially Ramamurthi. who also hep- 
penv 10 he with Arjun Singh. 

Bur equally, faced with crumbling 
C«>ngress fHtJspecLs nearly everywhere 
in the country. Narasimha Ruo has tried 
10 build equations with Opposition chief 
ministers in the event he needs d>cir sup¬ 
port after (he next general elections. In 
such a scenario, he needs Jayiilalilha as 
much os she needs him. 

Also, as it U«oks. she seems to have 
the su(^)ort of the BJP. 

Vajpayee's statement in her support 
in Goa couldn't be his individual view. 

The best course ihen for Narasimha Rao 

would he (0 let things lie and let the judi¬ 
cial process take iis course. 

For Jayalalitha though, (his would 
mean an e xiendeJ trial in pubi i e and pos¬ 
sibly a lanK-duck chief jiiinisicrship. 
For a politician craving for control, this 
can't bQ a very good option. • 


... J 
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PROFILE 


The last 
adventure 

George Fernandes 'failed gamble 
in Bihar may cost him his career 


H e (hiiughi he would a comehock. hui it 
seems ihui he n sot <m acemrse lu cold and mis 
ly oblivion, Cictirgc Fernandes, an archetypal 
socialisl and slormy pcircl of Indian politics, 
saw his dreams crash in the plains i>f Bihar 

(his month. 

Fernandes. MP. who had been pvrsuinp the Jana* 
(a genre otpoliUcs since I977..sf^ii the Janata Dal Inst year 
(o float a new outfit. The Somata Pany. which he formed 
withiltchelpof ahand of Dal rebels.was expected to give 
Bihar chief nnnisK*r Uilui Prasad Yadav a run for his 
money in the Binar Assembly elections 
But as the results in one of India's most pnKructed and 
contMversial state elections began coming in. Fernandes 
and his coiitradcs were put to flight hy l.alcKi's adsancing 
juggernaut. 

In (he eiul. the Samau stood deciinuied. Wnh a niggard¬ 
ly six wins out of the .^20 seals f<v w hich elections were 
held, its credibility sank beyond salvage, and with it plum¬ 
meted the political fesnuncs of Feniandcs and his principal 
aidcNitish Kumar, 

Soon after the re suits w'cre out. Kumar quit as iheSama* 
ta's state chief and even resigned from the legislature 
(hc^ugh he was one of the few Samata candidates to have 
won. That lefi his party with only five seats in the state 
Assembly where ii had hoped to have a inajor preserK.'e. 

Kumar's self-laceration hasn't. lH)wever. repaired the 
Sumata's battered image m Bihar, (he only state where (he 
pony could claim a semblance of following. And that 
scents (o have i^rakd Fernandes' fate, at least tor the time 
being. 

A CHARISMATIC socialist, who had once caught the 
rnttioii's imagination by leading country-wide railway 
strikes and daring Indira Gandhi's iron rule in the Seven¬ 
ties. Fernandes has long lost the halo around him. In recent 
limes, he has tried desperately u> make his presence fell in 
national politics, hut luck hasn’t been on his side. 

Asaniini&ier in the 11 month-old Janata Dal govern- 
mcni that ruled at the Cent re fmm November 1989. Fernan¬ 
des' role was not particularly memorable. He was gi\‘en 
charge of charting a new course to solve the intractable 
Kashmir problem hut run into a blind lane. 

And in the mondir-mayid hungtima that vexed thr Dal 
regime through its tenure, men such as Mubyam Singh 
Yadav and l.aioo Prasitd Yadav hogged the limelight leav¬ 
ing Fernandes sulking in the wings. 

Clearly, lime had overtaken him. The wKtalisr rhetoric 


of the Seventies was being drowned hy kX^mmuiiul and 
caxieist clanvwr of the laic Bighlies. FWen in the realm of 
economic philosophy, totally new values were shaping up. 

During the Janata Pany rule (1977-197^). Fernandes 
had earned accolades by throwing tun C(K'a*Colu to give 
Indiamore jHw/r.fJfi drinks. Bui under the Janata’s second 
Bvaur. it was no longer fashionable to blast multinationals 
And then. w' iih M a nmohonom i c s lak i iig over i n subsequ¬ 
ent years, Fernandes and his ilk hccairv all ihc more irrele- 
vani. Fven veteran Marxists decided tocusl themselves in 
a new mould, throwing our old dogmas and tailoring their 
theories (o suit a market-led cconmny. 

But Fernandes wav too much in love with his time-worn 
image. 

IT WAS oi (his crossroads that Fernandes went round and 
round before missing the right turn. 1'hc Janata Dnl. which 
he helped forge with V.P. Singh, appeared hopclcs’^ly uiii 
of its depth last year. The party had suflered muhipk splits 
and seemed to have only the bkakcsi pn vs peels in store. 

And so Fernandes gambled. Ho decided to form a rH*w 
party to re-emerge as u key player in nati<miil pviliiics. He 
looked to Bihar, his home base, for suppon whc^' a nnnp 
of disaffected Dal leaders were icady to rally roiiml him. 
They wca* dissatisfied with LuUss's overl>eariiig siyk and 

Q#orgR F#mandRB, a charlAmatic 
aodallat, has lon^ loat tha halo 
around him. In recant times, he 
has tried desperately to make his 
prasenca felt In natlonat politics, 
hut luck hasn't been on his side 


expected Fernandes lo deUver (hem fr<Hn ihc yoke of ihc 
big Yaduv 

Fernandes had perhaps imagiiK.'d that » victor) - or 
even a si/eubk number of seals — m Bihar would bring 
him bouncing back to (he naiiofiiil aicna 111 * wiiuld ;ii least 
have some bargaining piwer during lutuo.* politic jI 
negotiations. 

So The soeiaiisi civalcd ihc Samulu, a party that bunked 
on the i^m’ardly-nxvbik Kurmis and the upper castes lor 
success, ficven fried forging alliances with u section oft be 
Naxaliics and JhorkhanJis to present a 'secular, non- 
ciLUeivi front to Laloo's politics. Several rounds ofncgo'ia- 
lions. however, failed to produce any firm uralctsuinding. 
Yet. Nilish Kumar was supremely confident. He promised 
Fernandes victory in Bihar. 

But the results led to a mut. The ianulu Dal, a party ihut 
Fernandes had abandoned because of his overweening 
ambition, innunced the .Samaia .ind cKhers. Laloo's fol¬ 
lowing. the pulls revealed, had only increased. 

And with iuconvincing victory in Bihar, the Janata Dul, 
along with the Telugu Desam Party and the Left, ha< come 
back into political reckoning. AUhotigh the Dal has lost 
Orissa, the National Front and the l.eri together control 
five stales. 

I ronkal ly . Fernandes fi nd « h i msci f le ft < »ui and lonel y . t 
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OLE CALL 


Frwm green 
fields U} 

greeH'rooins. Kapil Dev 
has sureeome a long way. 

Bui. the question is 
whether (he former 
cnckel siar is headed in 
(he right direction. 

ABer making life 
miserable for cricket 
lovers with his typical 
brand of Haryanvi 
HingUsh commeniary. 
Kapil's decision (o don 
the greasepaint has not 
exactly set Bollywood 
alight. 

But. what arc friends 
for. Kapil will be playing 
a guest role in Aahru — 
with or without his 
ponytail, we're unable to 
say—to be prtKiuced by 
C.K. Khanna.anold 
buddy of the former 
all-rounder. The film will 
be directed by Horish 
Bhonsle. 


Sounds 

OF SILENCE 


While the 

' In' political 
bigwigs, highbrow 
.socialites and Delhi's fai 
cats lined up to woo the 
US First Lady, it was 
Anasuya Sengupiu. a 
third-year .student of 1 
Shfi Rar.i College, who 
stole her heart. 

So impressed was 
Hillary Clinton ^ 



Way to go 


Steven 
' *' '' Kapur 

doesn't believe in 
mincing words. Make 
Way For Tht Indian, says 
his newest album. And, if 
Kapur's past record is 
anything to go hy he's 
(he first Asian to have 


There is no gimmick 
inve^ved/ says Khanna. 
*He (Kapil) is coming in 
because the script 


demands it.** 

But. doesn't Kapil — 
used to playing the hero 
mind doing a bit role? 




Httaryci«fl>« 





achieved the Top Ten 
status, for one — the 
Apache Indian may well 
have it his way. too. 

After all. in just over 
two years. Kapur has 


Sengupta's poem SiUnce 
— gifted to her as u 
memento by (he college 
principal — (hat she even 
read it out at u function in 
(he caprliil. In fact. Hillary 
changed her speech alihe 
last minute, just to 
incorporate the poem. 

"Jam stunned." says 
Sengupu amidst giggic.s. 
"and still so numb from 
all the media attention 
thal I've been getting. I 
don't know what’s 
happening." Not that the 
21 •year'cld is any 
stranger to the accolades: 
she’s already represented 
India at a poetry festival 
in Paris. 

So. An&suya. next .stop 
New Vofk^ 


















made qui (c a name for 
himself and for his brand 
of music: a curious blend 
of reggae and bhongra. 

Little wonder then, that 
Kapur's much'awailed 
second album is another 
hit in the making, 
interestingly though. 
Make Way For The 
Indian, marks a departure 
from Kapur's trademark 
style with 
a much harder 
sound—both 
lyrically and 
musically. 



But his fans seem to 
have No Reservations 
about the change in style 
and have once again 
lapped it all up. 

Way logo,Steve. 
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■■mu Prince 

Mukkaram 
Jah. the eighth Niramof 
Hyderabad, has struck 
gold at his y«King age of 
61. 

He tied the knot fur the 
fifth time with 
26-year‘Ojd Turkish-bom 
Australian beauty Ayesha 
Arkidi; gained over Rs 
200 crore from the 
proceedings of the sale of 


ancestral jewellery 
previously held in a trust; 
and now. he is making a 
bid 10 enter politics. 

The Niram is. 
apparently, making all the 
right moves in that 
direction. 

Jf is recent 

anrKHinccmcnl to make a 
lavish contribution to 
NTR*spd project—rice 
at Rs 2 a kg— for orw. 





Reports have it that 
Mukkaram Jah is angling 
to emerge as the 
u)nscnsus candidate of 
the l(x;a] Muslims for the 
forthcoming Lok Sabha 
elections. 

Going by the Nj/.am's 
impre.ssive list of 
marriages, there is little 
doubt that he will emerge 
as a potent force in 
An<Utra politics as well. 


Bringing 

THE HOUSE 
DOWN 

Ruj Babbar 

created 

quite a scene in the Rajya 
Sabha recently, proving 
that he had lost none of his 
theatrical abilities— 
despite his long absence 
from the silver screen. 

Babbar broke up a 
debate on TADA when, 
in tnicjllmi style, he 
condemned the Congress 
for its “beiinaani" 
(dishonesty). Sure, his 
dialogue was Wd. but it 
was anything but dear — 



/ 


f 


there was little by way of 
substance euccpt the 
slight to the ruling party. 

Things came to a hc^ 
when Rajya Sabha 
member S. S. Ah I u wall a 
demanded that Bubbar 
withdraw his remarks. 

But this only enraged 
Habbar further. The actor 
fushed to the well of the 
House and openly 
demolished Ahluwalia as 
well. 

It wasovc^ 

hal f-an- hour before 
sanity was restored. 

And, M^mc MPs were 
even M|l|t enquiring 
whether Bahbur could he 
N>oked under TADA for 
'disrupting' the 
proce^ingsinihc Mouse. 
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The IndijtoiidefiM of a front suspension; 
the indulgence in plush interiors, bucket 
seats; the cool liberation from noise; 
the freedom to move and park at will. 
Zen. The Adult Experience. 


The Adult Kxpencftct? 
a 1.0 Hire all • aluminium enfji > 
e an arrodynamu Idly * hi* 
hiHiy e five forward Kcar.** w I' 
uvcrdrivu in 4ili and ^ 

• fC»pon»vc Mih touch stccri 
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U«el • crfl{'iem booster assisted 
circuit hruking sysicoi 
‘ lex Irlr fuel pump • radial lyres 
A/C and iivaicr with mulp>modc 
•< floiv controls • remote 



conirollcd fuel lid and hatch Icain more, coatad your nearest 

operations • adhesive bonded Maruii l>ealer And phase fasten 

frindshtrlcl • moulded interiors scat lielis vkhen you drive, 

and high gloss, long WlM JkW9U^ § 

Iife polyeMei paint. I'o i 



' •'^>rln .^awfT In tb« pktun~ tft wa part ufaat^rt/ Maraa 1 iSr rwM to < *4^. tnnn e. ym t/u auom attJ m,^ 
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WAR OF THE 
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In Meghalaya, Khasi males are demanding a 
greater say in family and property matters 


Syicmlich iracestheuhf in of Ihe pres- 
ent nyitan lo his people's waning past. 
The Khaais. Mkt ihbcs in those 
days, lived a nomadic life and had lo 
frequently he ai war with other tribes for 
survival. But in coune of time, they 
found ihai there was no certainly of a 
mart returning home trum the halile- 
field, and the fear of toiung their identily 
and their tribe forced them lo hand over 
their property and belongings lo (heir 
wives, including the lineage of the fami* 
ly. This was (he beginning of die malrili* 
ncaJ system among ihe Khasis, and from 
then on. the rule of Ihe women in the 
Khasi society became very impurtani 
and powerful.* Syiemlkh has observed 
in his book in which he advances (he 
theory ihai the Khasis. originally, had a 
patrilineal set-up. 

Syiemlieh, like ihe 5RT. feels that the 


A war of the seaes is aboui lo 
erupt among the Khasis of 
Meghalaya. Khasi males, 
iradilmn^iy pl*yi^g 
second fKldle in a socieiy 
dominaled by women, are beginning to 
feel restive. ‘Hiey are seeking a change 
inlheoUordertotnnsfarmlhejT matrili- 
neaJ socieiy imo a patrilineal otk. 

Women hold ccnlrc-slagc in Khasi 
society, just as they do in many other ih- 
bal communities of norih-cast India. 
Fanukies are headed by mothers, 
daughters inherit propoty, dowry is 
coughed up as brid^pricc attd children 
cany thei r mothers surname. 


enutniineal sysicm has stymied the 
growth of Khasi population, and this, he 
says, has reduced them lo a minority in 
their own laraJ. 

Khasi men hardly ever marry oulsidc 
their community, but women have no 
such compunction. They are invariably 
belter educalcd, enjoy prcfcroniial treat* 
mcm in business, and readily adopt Ihc 
aJkn customs of their non-Khasi 
husbands. 

Yd. they retain their 
Khasi or semi*Khasi 

! | titles which make Ihcir 
i non-Khasi husbands elig- 
I ihle for all the benefits 
I reserved forthc KhiLsis as 
' a Scheduled Tribe. And 
this, indeed, is a major 
cause for grouse among 
(he youth strugglmg for a 
nicte m an increasingly 
competitive sricicty. 

B. Pakem, the vice* 
chancellor of Nonh* 
Kaslem Hill University. 
Shillong, says (hat a 
change-over is inevita¬ 
ble. Since the I9ih centu¬ 
ry, land-holding systems 
have changed, property 
rights have been diluted 


Young Khasi men find all this dim* 
cult lo biuir and have reacted by starting 
a movement that may well be described 
in "men's lib". The movement is being 
led by the Syngkhong 
Rympei Thymmai (SRT) 
or (he Association of 
New Hearts. 


And the young arc 
being backed by a section 
of Kha.si intellectuals, 
who find the present sys¬ 
tem debilitating. In his 
book. Tfu’ KhuAis And 
Thgir Afairiiint^l Sys- 
tem, Pynshttt M|Syrcm 
lieh. a leading fAsi intcl- 
Icciual, has advo¬ 

cated a chaiqIpRcr. He 
has axgii^ tW (he mairi- 
fineqlJjbftCM can hold 






and accuUuraiicMi has 
incfcased in recent limes. 



changes come wtocnabcolly.* And, 
ihuugh he fedt the pf\H:har^er3 have 
got their piiorilies wrong, he wouldn't 
mind if the inhenlaiKe law — which 
makes ihe youngest daughter the sde 
heir 10 family property—were changed. 

Ihe pro-changeos loo, acknowledge 
S that (he (lansitioi) would' 
i n'l be easy and don't foie- 
I see a total naftsTormalion 
I before the middle of die 
» neaiccohiry. Themajon- 
ty of the men. (bey say. 
are wary of breaking free 
from the uvUlional 
mould. 

Their ansiety stems 
fnan unforeseen compli- 
caiions thai could arise out a change 
in their surnames and the fear of shoulde¬ 
ring responsibilities as the heads of fami¬ 
lies. So. a large section of (be people 
seem to favour a ccntiiM arrangcnicnt 
based on mutual respect between the 
seats. 

**nie world would be a mucli heller 
place if terms like patrilineal or matrili' 
Deal did not maitcr al all.*' says the Rev. 
Rresky B. Lyngdoh, principal of a 
school in Shillong. • 


The SftT is making steady progress 

T he Syngkbong Rympei 'niymrrai 
(SR*n wM funned on 14 April. 

1990, by a grou p of men who feh thd 
the Khasi society had to become 
patrilineal to hah ‘social erosion*. 

Since then, the organisation has been 
campaigning hvd for change. 

''The matri lineal system is too 
dated for the modem<day world.” 

SRT president Ableman Swer told 
Sunday. "All the progressive 
societies in the world follow the 
patrilineal system and aa the Kbasis 
aremcrea-singly coming intocontaa 
with the outside world, they're DisOictCoiDcil (Khasi Social 

fimling ilemselves to be die odd Custom of Lineage) Bill 1992, whidi 

ones out." int0idedlopcr^s( with the 

Accordi hg to Swer. the SRT traditkmal matrillneal system, 

movement, despite stiff oppositioo InicRstiogly. the Sixih Schedule 

from (he orthodox Khasis. has been of (he Cciuaitutioe of India 
making a slow but steady pro g re ss at recofrusca (he Khasi sockiy lo be 
the village level. matriltneal and many people fed that 

In l99S.the SRT bad protested a changes (his would lead lo a 

againatihe Khasi Hills Autonomous constkMional crisis. 


Women bold 
ceDtre-stage in 
Khasi society. 
Families are 
beaded by 
mothers, 
daughters inherit 
property, dowry is 
cougfiedupas 
bride-price and 
childrai carry the 
mother’s 
snraame 


T he views of ihc pro- 
changcTN am. 

however, heiog ridiculed 
by organisationji such us 
the Seng Khasi, a champ¬ 
ion of indhtunul 
customs. The organise- 
(ion was formed way 
back in 18S8 as reactiun 
(0 British attempts . lo 
inRuence Khasi culture. 

Bui even the purists 
coAcexle thai Khasi socic- 
ly is fast changing. Says 
Sumer Sing Sawian. a 
joumaJisi belonging to 
the Seng Khasi cujnp: 
"We are commiKcd lo 
pniCcciing our rights and 
cuslimv. V,yt Kha.si sneie* 
(y ha.s been changing 
over the years, and you 
will Rnd many men who 
handle policy mauers. 
Many a male child i$ 
today adopting his 


THE PATH ARCHS 


▼ It 
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BUSINESS DIARY 


■ ProgroM 
report 


T he Anjun Developniem 
Bjnk tADD) iH&unu-h< 


X Bjnk (ADD) iHgun^-ho 
abou\ lndi:i‘s rcl'omis 
pnigruinmc. Iniisannui)l 
icpori, Dfirinimrul 
Ou/ftmk. m5ufi(Um.i\K 
AOB hu^ prcOkied (hai 
Indy's gross ilotncstic 
prodiici is likely to grow by 
6.1 percent in IW5 andby u 
further6.5 percent in IW. 

Suy^s the Mttnib-htfsed 
ADB in :i smicmeni, 'There 
IS growing c<uis<nsu» w'ithin 
Indill iind uiciipiiul markets 
ubroiiil (bill the ccixu^my jnd 
its v;ist poicniiat imirkct urc 
now on the threshi^ld of u 
uike*oll iniohigheconoink 
gi owih induced by the 
cxtciiinlly •oriented 
pin*niiirkci policy icforms.” 


Shining bright 


F or long. SuMt'sdiniiiorKi 
iiMOorivis iMiled tha>ueh 


X iiiiporivis iMiled tha>ugh 
Uoiohiiy. Then ilvy ciinn* 

11 igc i i Id' 1« > cstiibl I sh a 
diiiiOisul Knirse lo Sur;i( 
itself. Now, IV* Beers, ihc 
world's Uirgesi rough 
dun Kind pioiUicer. is 






>* -• .r 


Diamonds: Imna's euttlng 

•dim 


opening an htfice in the city 
too. Many in the trade think 
it will funherhclpin the 
growth of the diunH>nd trade 
there. 

So far, i\ De-Beer 
subsidtiiry in Bornhuy 
DiarnondK Trading 
Conpuny. handled eil 


0 



HEARD IN DELHI 


WARMOHAN StNGH ON BEfOBMS 


9 


imports to India. A 
staggering Rs 5(1.(X)0 crore 
worth of rough diamoi vis arc 
imported. De-Beers holds 60 
per cent of the market share 
and rhe nesi is hcldjoimly by 
Russia, Australia and Taire. 
Both Australia and Russia 
wanted to set up iradrrtg 
outfits here, but De*Bccrv 
has scored 

Sural is rniw firmly on the 
diarm^nds map of the world. 
Il has about lO.BOO units and 
one lakh diamend-rmishing 


machines employing six 
lakh people. In terms o1 
world diaoKxid output value. 
Sural hus u 40 per cent sha rc. 
and in icnns of volume. 70 
percent. Belgium, though, 
has Mil I the world' s large si 
sawing facility. 


Fair meal 


S ome Mudies hod 
indkatfd that in 


I ndkatfd that in the 1 hrcc 
years of econotnic reforms. 


EVENT OF THE WEEK 


MSi AT sStrikfs a drat with iwion.^for incrrasvtl 


production 


Mahindra & Mahindra < MAM} have 
become the lint Indian autimw^ile 
company to introduce Japanese 
itunufaciuring systems Last week, 
MAM signed agreements with unions at 
its Nusik avsembly plant, the engine unit 
at Iguipuri and at the Kyikrahad plant to 
increase praduction. 

Al the first two plants, such rrwdem produclivity 
concepts as single-piece Oow. multi-machine operation 
and group working have been introduced. Ai the Iguipuri 
factory, which was shut for five months last year, 770 
workers will now produce 138 engines per day. V.arher, 

1.100 workers produced 80 engines. And ai the Nasik 
assembly plant, productivity will increase from 104 to 140 
vehicles per day. Production ul Hyderabad's Mahindra 
Nissan l.CV plant is sou^i to be increased from 1,300 
uftiKin 1994-d5to2.500in 1995*%. 

Despite (be drop in prtxluction utility vehicles 
because of the Igatpun strike, MAM overall has done well. 
Its lurnuver increased fromRs 1,730crore in 1993*94 to 
Rs 2,100 crore in 1994-95. 

Tractor sales were spcciaculv. They were up to 41.005 
units frmn 32.874 sold last year. This has raised MAM's 
share in (he tractor market to 26 .1 per cent from 24.4 per 
cent. This makes MAM the number one tractor company 
for the 12Th year runrting. Also, i i rmw has a place among 
the si % lop (factor manufacturen of the world. 


pi'rcupiiu food i\ms urn prion 
hud come down, even while 
there was u surplus held by 
the governmciii. No niic 
quilc knew how this had 
ciuneuboui Hut one 
^ explanation was ihat wiih 
1 the i ncreasc i n i.s sue pr ice s of 
foodgrains to fumwrs. lood 
given out in (he public 
disiri bti tion sy s (cm t PDS) 
hud become more 
expensive. Some even 
des<;rihed this as one of (he 
causes ot (he defcai of the 
Congressthin Andhra 
Prudcsh. 

Ntnv, steps are being 
taken (0 correct the anomaly .* 
L.as( week, the Cabinet 
Commi(tec on Economic 
A iTui rs <CCE A) pa ssed a 
proposal to utilise surplus 
food (0 make available 
clteaper bread and 
foodgrains tothe poor. 
Details arcn'Iout.But 
obviously, some kind of 
income CHicgorisaiion has 
been or w i IJ be done for 
those who ore under (he PDS 
(o identify ihe vulnerable 
sections. At one tintc. there 
was talk (H excluding 
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rimilgratna* tmtugTtfnr >llt 

(ox-payers from the PDS. 
but it was never followed 
through. 

The Prime Minister hud 
announced some poveity 
allcviaiinn schemes in Ins 
Independence I3*iv speech, 
Ijsi year. The (TEA 
decision giveseffes'l lo that. 









Profiling SEBI’s 
new chairman, 
Devendra R. Mehta 


W hen Dcvendxa R. 

Mdiia left (be Reserve 
Buikof lndi4(R6l>io 
become chairman of 
the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) in (he 
last week of February 1994, his main 
wony seemed to he that he was getting 
too much press. Now, he’ll gel even 
mure of it. 

Last week, the Central Bureau of 
Investigation <CBI> wrested (he chair¬ 
man of MS Shoes. Pa wan Sochdeva, for 
defrauding investors to his Rs 699 croft 
public issue that had been cleared by 
SEBI. Worse, the CBl searched the 
homes and offices of two senior SEBt 
ofTiciaJs — executive director M.D. 
Paid and divisional chief Uma Naraya¬ 
nan. This had never happened before. 

And at the week's end. Mehta was 
making trips to New Delhi, huddled 
with finance secretary Moniek Singh 
Ahluwalia and other minisuy officials 
to contain dw damage and to see that MS 
Shoes-type scandals didn't happen 



again. And it seemed that despite giving 
more powers to SEBI. it was fighting 
crook^ businessmen and br^ters none 
too well. 

Suddenly, comparisons were being 
made. And e vei y b^y began remember* 
iflg how well and how pugnaciously 
G.V. Ramakhshna had run SEBI. By lIk 
weekend, Mehta was left to prove (hat 
he could do as well, may be even berta. 

ehia has a good pedigree in financi¬ 
al matters. He's a 1961 batch 
Rajasthan cadre Indian Administrative 
Services officer. He was chief con (roller 
of imports and exports (later redesignat¬ 
ed director-general of foreign trade), 
additional secretary (banking) in the fin¬ 
ance ministry and controller of capital 




i&sues (CCI). The CCI's post has since 
been abolished. 

He then moved on to Bombay as depu¬ 
ty governor of the Re.serve Bank of India 
ani held the post for rnon than two 
years. Then, ^ter the death of S.S. Nad- 
kami, he wa.s moved to SEBI. The talk 
was that he didn’t get along with the shy 
and reticent RBI govemr. C.R. 
Rangarajan. 

Moreover. Rangarajan’s term is ewn- 
ing to an end. Manmohan Singh, who is 
on very good terms with him. wwted 
him to continue. So, K is said dial Mehta 
was rrtoved over to S€BI to give Ranga- 
rajanaclearnin. 

Mehta had an impressive track record 
at (he RBI. When hecame in. such banks 
as Indian Ovenw Bank and Syndicate 


Bank hwl run up more than RsdOOcrore 
in loRses each. Many of them have 
shown improvement since. Banks adopt¬ 
ed capital adequacy rtorms (ou in his 
tenure. 

Bui he had no first-hand expoicncc 
of regulating capital markets. He had ser¬ 
ved on a high-powered panel on Ktock 
m^et reforms set up under G.S, Raiel 
in 1985-^6. That was. however, nearly 
ten years ago. Since then, much has 
changed, 

T he Uggest change in that (he govern¬ 
ment AO longer determines how high 
or how low the market ought to he. 
Further, (he aboli (ion of the CCI' * offi • 
ce has made it easier for promoters to 
raise money from (he market. 
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Bui incvimbly. ihis has also muik (he 
juh of the’ regulator, in ihi?» case SEBI, 
even mtMC crxKiul. Soon after the MS 
Shoes scantlul broke out. the SccMn(ic& 
[jws (Amendment) Bill wqk passed, 
despite stime opposition from the Bboru' 
tiyn ianata Pnxiy and the two comniunisi 
puiiies, Manmobjn Singh himself from- 
ed for this new law. It will give more 
teeth to SEBI and also enable it to penali* 
sc brokers. 

And Mehta's personal dispusition U 
to go lough. Indeed, he has a Intilidn dis- 


then completed a eonferenec with repre¬ 
sentatives of 22 slock exchanges. 

Forward I rading has been seen as com¬ 
ing in the way of bringing irm^parcncy 
to .Muck exchange operations. Mehia has 
on open mind about it, and doesn't seem 
prr sr opposed to ii. But to .seem to he 
fair, he has set up u lha'c-memher com* 
mil ICC to look into all prohleins concern* 
ing forward trading. 

Banks UPC shy <»f loaning to broken. 
There is no tow aguinsi ii. mv a ceiling, 
but since any such operation is seen as 


aiding spccuiaiton, they have Jiscooiag¬ 
ed such loans. Mchlii is keen tkit hanks 
don't lake a rigid view on the mailer hui 
adds (hat each loan at>pticalioii ought u< 
be considered on merit. 

All this shows thui while MeUu 
would like stock markri<>peralions to tx 
less government-controlled, hc‘ll insisi 
on the norms being followed. Thv 
inHibk* (hough is (hut almost punillcl !< 
his taking the .KhRI job. the MS Shoc^ 
scandal had corns on the fioiK puges oi 
ihc business dailies. 


Suddenly* 
comparisons ivm 
being mado. AimI^ 
ovorybody began 
rtmomboring how 
well and how 
pugnaciously fi«V. 
Ramakrishna bad 
run the regulatory 
body. By the 
weekend, Mehta 
was left to prove 
that he could do 
better 




Last week* the 
Central Bureau of 
investigation (CBI) 
arrested the 
chairman of MS 
Shoes, Pawan 
Sachdeva* for 
defrauding 
investors to his Rs 
699 crore public 
issue that had been 
cleared by the 
Securities and 
Exchange Board of 
India 



trust of slock markets. He tuld an inter¬ 
viewer (ha( he had kept tuially otl sha¬ 
res, ’'Somehow,” he added, *1 think it is a 
good thing, especially when one sees 
others who have mode investments." 

Nobody in his family has invested in 
shores, he says. He concedes too that 
there would be a con diet of interests if 
this was done. He also says, somewhat 
disarmingly, that he's a vegetiinan. 
doesn't drink or smoke, and tbai his 
needs ore limited. 

But being tough doesn't mean that he 
won't be open. He says that he believes 
in a paflicipatory style of management. 
In the first week of his aopointmeni. he 
met SF61 officials to have their 
views, later met an investors'associa¬ 
tion which is registered with SEBI, and 



Also, there were repun^ that the tof 
management of SEBI was divided, anc 
that one SEBI board member. L.C 
Gupta, had demamied an ifivestigatior 
ogai nsi the S Eb 1 offic iais who hod clear* 
ed the MS Shoes issue. After this, (he 
CBI searched Patel's office at Eamcsi 
House in Bombay's Nariman Point 
Then came thepro^ againM Narayanan 
A» we go to press, (he C61 has registe¬ 
red coses against Sochdevu, the twe 
SEBI officials, and officials of .SBI C'api* 
(al Markets, lead managers to the MS 
Shoes issue. It K clear that whichcvci 
way the investigations go. Devendm 
M^ia has a more immediate joh ai 
hand. And this i.s to cle.m up SERI. And 
(he finance minisify is as keen that the 
MS Shoes scandal isrt't repeated. » 
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The parochialism and linguistic chauvinism of 
a new breed of politicians may prove to be a 
serious threat to India's unity 


I "ll can’t happen 
here. The people 
of [ndia arc much 
mo ^sible to let 
it." Thal'h ihe 
\ Km usual reaction to 

^ g dark forebod* 

iflgs OIK expres.ses 
k about the disin* 

* ^ ’ tcgraiion and Bal- 

kanisaticn of India. 

Peth^i. But blind c^imism and a 
supentiuous aversion to the articulation 
of deep-seated fear.s are no guarantee 
against the realisation of a catastrophe. 
Shutting one's eyes and ears to the antt* 
national actions ^the new set of jumped- 
up ignoramuses, who have been catapul* 
t^ into leadership positions in New 
Delhi and the state capitals recently, is 
the worst way to protect the unity and 
integrity of this nation state, which wu 
welded together with great vision and 
effon four decades ago. Because, if a 
number of divisive political decisions, 
perhaps insignificant in isolation but 
devastabng in their cumulative impact, 
are tolerated by society and pajticuUjiy 
by the inteUigeatsia, Balkanisation is 
tte inevitable cooMtpsence. 

This is the ksaon of the stunningly- 
r^kl disjotegration and Balkanisation 
of (be Soviet Union. When the decade of 
the Eighties began. USSR was (he 
world's largest and second- 
most^owerful nation. When the decade 

ST": . 


ended, (he stumbles that wa» the great 
new society shaped by the communists 
was expos^ to the w^d and (he Soviet 
Union splintered into II squat^ling 
independem nations Not even the worxi 
enemies of Ihc "evil empire'’ could have 
forseen this astonishingly •dramatic c<A- 
lapse (be Soviet Unkm into chaos and 
disorder. 

The grim on*the*ground reality is (hai 
if It happened to \haa. it can happen to 
us, Unleu (he Indian due and the inielli- 
genHia in particular reads the signs of 
the limes carefully and weighs the aggre¬ 
gate and cumulative impact of (he see- 
iningly small ami-national acts of 
linguistic and communal division and 
regional parochialism, we could go the 
Soviet way too. Eternal vigilance is the 
price not only of liberty, but of oariooal 
unity as well. 

These gloomy cerebrabons have been 
prompted by the accession lo power in 
Maharashtra — India's most industriali* 
sed and therefore mosi 'progressive' 
state — of the Shiv Sena*BJP combvie 
' While the professedly national BJP 
leadership plays a distant secood-fjddle. 
the Sena leadership has losi Mole time in 
announcing its parochial agenda of 
changing the language of (be courts to 
MarMhi, changing the name of Bombay 
to Mumbai, drfving 'Bangladesh} 
Muslima’ (identified by Shiv Seru 
goons) out of Maharashm. resmeong 
(he entry of non-Maharaihtrian citizens 





of India into Bombay, enfnrci ng ii $ son 
of-lhc-soil prcfereniial employment 
policy and renaming the imeniationai 
airport after Chhatrapati Shivaji. 

Unfofiunately. such parochialism 
and linguistic chauvinism is m»t confin¬ 
ed to Mahara.sh(ra, where Ihe Shiv Sena, 
which was swept to office with barely 
ten per cent of the total electoral votes, is 
resorting to reckles'^ populism to widen 
iLs sui^xnt base. In Uttar Pradesh. Indi¬ 
a's rnost populous stale (population 140 
million), chief minister Mulayam Singh 
Yadav has decreed Hindi compulsory in 
all government correspondence, even 
with the governments of non- 
Hindi-speaking states. In Karnataka, all 
signboa^s In government offices are 
inscribed exclusively in Kannada as are 
milestones along the highways. 

T he objeai ve seems to be to maxi mise 
cbe inconvenience caused to citizens 
of India from other parts of the country, 
doing business in these states. Such paro¬ 
chialism and linguistic chauvinism 
makes a mockery of every citizen's fun* 
dcmenul right guaranteed by Article 19 
of the Constitution of 1 ndia to move free* 












BOMBAY 


jobi. which lives post* 
Independence Inda's 
cent^y-f^anned statist 
economic develc^meni 
model. (MTer vaM opponu* 
niues for (he crealion of 
parallel income stFeam&. 
The calculation is that 
I insistence upon the use of 
(he dominant language of 
the slate will give sons of 
(he soil the inside (rack in 
(he scramble for public 
and lo some extent priva¬ 
te sector employment. 
Such parochialism and 
I inguistic chauvinism 
also make it easier for 
lumpen bourgeois politi¬ 
cians 10 secure public see* 
tor employment fur kith 
and kin — always the top 
priority item on their 
agenda 


ly throughout the territory of India, to 
reside and settle in any part of the 
country, and to practice a profession or 
carry on with any occupation, trad or 
business. Irunicdly, tlKse very state 
governments claim to be rolling out (he 
red CiiqKi for foreign investments \ 

The calcu I u s uf (he new breed of paro* 
chial politicians, who are chipping away 
ai the foundations of nadwial unity, is 
iransparem. Usually ill or quasi- 
educated themselves, they are aware 
that perhaps the only advantage (heir 
equally ill-educated camp followers 
enjoy over rrtembers of the pan-Indian 
educated middle class is a familiarity 
with the local language. The calculation 
is to disqualify this class Crem access co 
govemineni employment and simulta¬ 
neously 10 make it as difficult and incon¬ 
venient for diis class to do business in 
(he state. This new breed of parochial 
politicians foolishly beUeve that sudi 
linguistic chauvinism will improve the 
employment prospects of their lumpen 
follower?. 

Indeed, the primary factor behind dv 
resurgence of regiond parochialism and 
I inguistic chau vi ni sm i s the scramble for 


While the prolessedly national 
8JP leadership plays a distant 
second’fiddle. the Shiv Sena 
leadership has lost little time in 
announcing its parochial 
agenda, which includes: 

• Changing the language of the 
courts to Marathi 

• Changing the name of 
Bombay to Mumbai 

• Driving 'Bangladeshi 
Muslims’ out of Maharashtra 

e Restneting the entry of 
non^Mharashtrian citizens of 
India into Bombay 

• Enforcing Its son$-of-the'Sorl 
preferential employment policy 

• Renaming the international 
airport after Chhatrapatl ShivajI 


It doesn’t require extraordinary 
insight lo discern dut such parochialism 
and language chauvinism is self- 
defeating Because (he champions of 
regional languages have done precious 
hllle U) develop regional languages, and 
in particular, to make world-class educa¬ 
tional texts available in local languages 
This is especially true of text books in 
subjects such as the sciences, econo¬ 
mics. sociology and business manage¬ 
ment. And I am prepared (o bet that (he 
few regional I anguage rex ts as are avai I a- 
hie, are shoddy translations 
Consequently, ihe clarion call for 
increasing the use of regional languages 
in heu of the naiioruU link language. 
English, is a call for diluting standards in 
education and industry ai a lime when 
global pressure to upgrade the quality of 
gtxsds and services i s mten.s i ly i ng. In the 
I circumstances, regional particularism 
I and linguistic chauvinism are dehnilely 
! anti-national impulses which need lo be 
. cheeked urgently. 

And inevitably, (he onus of checking 
ihc divisive urti-national impulses 
w hich are he ing propagated and legi ti mi- 
sed by the new hr^ of lumpen bour¬ 
geois leaders who dominate coniemporn- 
ry Indian politics has devolved upon the 
pun-lndian educated middle class. Only 
this class has the wisdom, learning and 
perspicacity to appreciate the dangers of 
parochial populism. Though a minority, 
the pan-lridian educated middle class is 
capable of influencing public opinion by 
• vinuc of being we 11-represented in (he 
media, industry, the armed forces and 
the civil services. Moreover, as the only 
class which actually exercises the funda¬ 
mental right to move freely throughout 
the territory of India and carry on busi¬ 
nesses. trades and professions in all par¬ 
ts of the country without consideration 
of parochial and linguistic s^timenis. 
this class has a strong vested interest in 
the nation meu norphosmg into a genui¬ 
ne common market. 

This pan-Indian educated middle- 
class. thinly spread across the country, 
exercises influence in inverse propor¬ 
tion to its number But it needs to net¬ 
work more effectively to counter the 
innuence and destructive pc^list propa- 
I ganda of parochial politicians, who are 
hurtling the nation towards a Soviet- 
: style break-up. Let's not entertain 
unwarraniedly optimistic illusions: it 
can happen here as well. • 

CMp Ttwiof* 4 m* Widtf Mlof of au*nN* InM ana 
I auiMoaiv»w«f^foff>i^oOiia>ofOooowoif 
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COMPUTER CHIPS 



The BJF spells out its 
preferences at its 
luiiional executive 
meet in G<hi 


T he Hhjrul)y;i Janau 1*uriy'N 
prr|*afiili<'ns lor iK\i year's 
gt'ni'roJ vicciionv hjv shifted lo 
lop iicar. Ai «i Ihrcv diiy imvt* 
injs of its nittion;il executive 
held at Puntiji, the puny decitk'd 10 pr<^ 
jcci u> I ho only nutiontd uUernutivv 
m the On^ross unJ hid for powof ul the 
Centre. 

The riKMHj ui ihe Puiiuyi executive held 
fnun 2*4 April wus ujihcut folhiwiu^ ihc 
pany'it viciories in Gujurui und Malu* 
raxhlm. And when the new N reached (he 
Oou capital (hat the BiK had beconw the 
main Opposition puny in Bihar, the 
leaden were ecstatic. Puny president 
Lai Krishna Advani uml leader of the 
Opposition In Purliumeiit AtuI Bs'h.in 
Vajpayee cimieraiulaicd e:M:h other ui>d 
greeted other memhers of the naioMiul 
executive. 

*rhe parly's fonuiH's 
appeared lu he picking 
up. Advani said that the 
BJP was well placed in 
350 Lok Subha seals and 
predicted that would 
win absolute majority in 
next year's general 

He said that his parly 
had consol iduted itself in 
14 states where it was 
either in pow<^ Of was the ■ 
main Opposition group. * ^ ,, 
Advani told Si'si>A^ Thai 
the BJP’.x strategy fiT the ' ' ■ " 
Lc^ Sabha elections M.M.k 
would be worked out in a \tt%n • 

two-day meet of (be 
office-bearers and promt- Vajpa; 

neni leaders on 20 and 2 i tMti 

April. He also indicated 
that the BJP was keeping ksd# 

opiions open for possihit -no-o^i 
poll ijiianccs with regio- ®PP*w®vl 
nal forces 


L.K. Advani: kMpfnc eptlona 
opon 


During the (lirw-duy meeinig. the 
bJP also stressed the need it> ftnatisc par¬ 
ty policies on impoitani issues so us not 
to he caught unprepared if elected to 
power at the Centre. 

The ongoing economic reform < and 
liberalisaiion, ( 00 , figured proininendy 
and two full hours were spent discus.sing 
the controversial Enron power prviject at 
Dahbol, Maharashtra. However, there 
were clear differences of opinio’i bet¬ 
ween the hard liners and soft liners on 
the question of telling mulTinationuK in. 

Whal*s more, the parly decided to 
soften its stand on Muslims but was not 
willing to budge on Bangladeshi infilira- 
torx and anti-national elements. In this 
eoniexl. Shiv Sena chief Bal Thacke¬ 
ray ' s aggressi ve po»i ure was also d iscu % • 
sed arvd the deputy chief minister of 
Maharashtra. G^inaih Mundc. stated 
his views unequivocally. 








SIOT POTATO CHIPS 


So, (he pnny k^cr%hip dcckkd (o 
empower BiP R^jyu Sabhu member Pra* 
mod Muhajan (u hold lulks with Thacke¬ 
ray. Mahajan wiil be requesiingihe Senu 
supremo lo temper his uheraiK'es so as 
not (oemharrass (he BiP. 


I t appears ihai (he party is going to 
usurp ihe Congress* slogan of national 


■usurp the Congress* slogan of national 
unity and integrity. Vajpayee stressed 
these issues in his speech accusing the 
Narasimhit Rao regime <»f compromis- 
ing with anti •national forces. Only Vaj¬ 
payee and M unde spoke at I he i>pen ni 11 y. 


The BiP has only four seals in the 
ViOii Assembly and the choice of (he (ou* 
rist haven as the venue for its meviing 
was airticd ai Mrengthemng ihc party's 
base there with (he help of the Maha¬ 
rashtra wadi Ciomantak Party. 

Signiricanily, Ayodhya, Kashi *‘and 
Mathura weren't discussed, indicating 
the Rip's unwillingness at this juncture 
to indihle Kashi and Mathura in its 
agenda. 


ed to issue a blanket ban. 

Hence, the parly decided lo study Ihe 
merits of each case and only oppose 
those MNCs (multinational corpora 
lions) trying break into (he consumer- 
goods sector. However, even on this 
front, the puny intended to inrad cau¬ 
tiously if voted to power. 

It has clanfied that, unlike the Janata 
Party government of 1977. it wtHild not 
Ihmw • out Pepsi or Coca-Cola, bul 
would certainly protect the interests of 
local entrepreneurv. "We will not throw 
anyone out. W'e cannot talk in ihi>sc 
temis. Wc cannot equate ourselves with 
Ihe Janata Party." said a party leader. 

A senuH leader, however, maintained 
(hat. unlike (he Congress. Ihc BJP would 
not have allowed f^psi and Coca-Cola 
to come in. *7he HJP." he said. "wcHild 
like to send the message across that ihs' 


in hi •lech areas. "|l you wnni to make 
aeroplanes, you are welcome, Y(>u uie 
welcome lo build ships here. We will 
give you all the facilities’m diese sec¬ 
tors." said io.shj. He fun Iter said ihai 
while the Nehruvian nvxlcl had failed, 
so had the Amertcan nutdcl. 'We w i\) fol • 
km* (he Swadeshi model." be asserted. 

Regarding recent developments in 
domeslic politics, the puny ciimc out 
stningly in support of Tamil Nadu chid 
minisicr iayaldiiha, Jesenhing ihe 
Governor's sancti^m to pr\>secutc hei on 
charges of corruption as polilically 
motivated. 

“ll is all politics.** .said Vajpayee. Ths* 
party fell that it was tltc outcome of a sou¬ 
red relationship he'svccn Governor 
("hanna Reddy and the chief minister. 
"Permission (to prosecute her) should 
not have been given," Vajpayee suiltxl 


POLICY DECISIONS 


e The BJP has dKidad U> soften uo towards Muslims, hut not 
aoaihst Banoladeshi mfiltrators and anti-nationai elements 



• Shiv Sena chief 6ai Thackeray 
would be reouested to temper his 
statements so as not to embarrass 
theBJP 


• Kashi and Mathura to be kept out 
tor the time being 


• MNCs trying to enter the 
consumer-go^ sector to be 
opposed 


'We want computer chip^ and not 
potato chips," said former pany presi¬ 
dent Murli Manohar JoshI, announcing 
Ihc BiP*s new slogan. Bul a majority of 
the enecutivc memben were against 

throw ing out foreign companies 

The economic resolution adopted ai 
the conference indicated a thaw in the 
party's attitude towards multinaitonal 
mvesiment. The hard liners in the .^angh 
parhvr, especially leaders such a.v Josht 
and r>a(topani Thengdi. were iment 
upon getting the BJP ki oppose any form 
^ foreign investment, but others iW&iui* 


•a Pana|l: fln^Halnl 


• MNCs welcomed only in hi-tech 
areas % 


Invesuncnt in (be consume sector is 
unwelcome. India is not a bazaar, it is a 
country If multinationals stay off the 
consumer sector, we would welcome 
ihem." 


The BiP fears that if the plug is taken 
off (he consumer sector. MNCs would 
flood the vast Indian donwstic markci 
with their products But (he BJP would 
like this area to be (he exclusive preserve 
of Indian envepreneurs. 

It would, however, welcome MNCs 


and accused the Guvemor of politicking. 

"Would the Guvemur have given per- 
mi ssion for the j»osec uiuKi if the Al AD- 
MK WiLS «til] ai]}cd wilh the Congre.'is?" 

he asked rheioricully. Vajpjyce also hod 
u dig at Suhnimaniarn Swamy. who has 
levelled the corrupiion charges against 
Jayalalithu, And when ajoumalist reinin 
ded him that Swamy svas thcinilly at one 
time, Vajpayee shot hack, "That is why 
we know him well." e 







NUCLEAR 

IMPERIALISM 



The US cannot take the Japanese support for 
granted. Recently, the Japanese PM felt coRStralned to 
protest against President Bill Clinton’s remarlts about the 
American atomic bombing of Hiroshima showing astonishing 
insensitivity to the sentiment of the Japanese 


Inder Malhotra analyses 
the implications of the 
174-meniber 
conference on the 

NPT in New York 


T here (S no concealing Ameri¬ 
ca's <klighl. The I74'memher 
conference on ibe review and 
extension of the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty <NPT) is 
yet 10 begin in New York on Monday. 17 
April. But senior officialH of the Clinton 
administration are already shouting 
from the housetops that in its obsessive 
drive 10 get this dubious and discrimina- 
lory treaty extended "indefinitely and 
unconditionally", ii has already lined up 
the requisite rrujority. 

On the face of tt, the claim seems accu¬ 
rate enough, especially in view of a 
united front of sorts that the five declar¬ 
ed nuclear weapon powers the US. 
Bniain. Russia. France and China —> 
have formed despite several disagree¬ 
ments among them. But there are the pro¬ 
verbial slips between the cup and the lip. 
And if mixed metaphor he permit ted. 
there are also the wheels within wheels 
wNch could immobilise the entire 
works being rigged up to perpetuate the 
present divide between \he nuclear 
haves and have-nots. 

In (he first place, there k painful uwa* 
reness even among the US-led non¬ 
proliferation fundamentalists that to 
nuke the NPT permanent and unchange¬ 
able with only a hare, perhaps wafer- 
thin. majority — which is what the 
United Slates has been able to muster— 
would be very risky, to say the least. A 
majtwty of just a feu more than half the 
signaiories to the NPT would surely be 
enough, technically, to achieve the desir¬ 
ed result. But (hen. the achievement, 
too. would be only technical, not real. 

11(1 s i s so because while the 51:49 for- 
mula may be good enough for economic 
cooperaii on and collaboration, i t can 
ve disastrous when it comes to sustain¬ 
ing a nuclear regime so iniquitous as to 
be inherently unstable. Whai is being 
sought is nothing short of permanent 
nuclear imperialism based on the iheolo- 
gy that perpetuation of the nuclear mono¬ 
poly of a few and total denial to (he rest 
would be good for the entire world. 
Only a substantial mkioriiy of the NPT 
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CMJntriescan make this absurdity workk- 
bte' A church nearly half of which lums 
Prote^itant cannot survive for lon^. The 
Pope and cardinals of (he non¬ 
proliferation denomination know this. 

T his brings one lo the second crucial 
reality which even the mighty US 
cannot e&cape, U is not going to be easy 
to add to the number of collaboraiors 
and camp followers that have already 
bee n assembled. Even the presen i streng* 
(h has been marshalled by using every 
possible trick ranging from bullying and 
bamboozling to bribery and blandish* 
men IS, from cajoling to coercion and 
from open double-ialk to secret dt aK. 
Now. however, (his methodology has 
become subject to the law of diminish¬ 
ing returns. 

For example, during ihe UN Cleneral 
Assembly's sessions lust year, iapan. 
close ally of the US. was pressurised 
rcicnilessly io '"tone down” its rcsolu* 
lion culling upon the nuclear weapon 
powers 10 "further pursue negotia(U)ns 
on progressive and balanced reduction 
of nuclear weapons in the light of Arti¬ 
cle 6 of ihe treaty". Japan allowed itself 
10 he "persuaded" 

Tokyo also ovcaame its earlier resist 
mice to the idea of an irulerinilc exten¬ 
sion of the Nrr and decided to go along 
wilh Washington. Bui. as I write these 
tines, a highly emotive row has broken 
out hei ween iapan and the US. The iupa* 
nese Prime Minister. Tomiichi Muraya- 
ma. has felt constrained to proiext again¬ 
st President Bill C'lintonN remarks 
about the Ainurican atomic houihiug ot 
Hiroshima shocking oMonishing insensi¬ 
tivity to I he sentimem of the Japanese, 
the only people i n (he worI d io have been 
made victims of nuclear nnnihiloiion. 

What (he.se would do to the Japanese 
public c^inion over the iv<uc of NPT 
extension remains to be seen. Many Japa¬ 
nese arc reseniful of their govern merit'.s 
agreement to go along vsith the US 
wishes because they do w*a;it their coun¬ 
try to foreclose its nuclear option. 

There are other complexities and com¬ 
plications in the altitudes of both (hose 
who feel compelled to vote with (he US 
and others wtra are opposing the NPT's 
indeftniie and unconditional extension 
vigorously. Some of these w ill be di scus- 
sed presently. But let the attention be 
focused first on (he third and. arguably. 
Ihe biggest imponderable at New York: 
the procure of voting ai the NPT exten¬ 
sion conference. 


T fic US and tHhcrprol I fcraUiTNpfeicnd- 
ing uihe non-prsdifcnitors wont whui 
is called a "rolling vote**. This means 
lhat all proposiikms ihe indcOniic 
extension of Ihc treaty, its extension for 
a five-year pcriixi only, its extension for 
successive five-year periods, its exten¬ 
sion for onoihcr 25 years (the treaty 
itself having initially been for u quoner 
uf a ceniufyl. iincoiHlitional extension, 
extension sirkilv on various conditions 


A Uer the <law» ol ihc .uicJcur age and 
ihc iiscol aioiuic N>mhs on Hiroshi¬ 
ma and Nagasaki, the Uni led Si ales wa.s 
hoping to preserve its nuclear muimpoly 
long enough lo he able Io make ii imp<is- 
siWe lor others to catch up. To ihc con¬ 
sternation of ihe Amcncaiis, Kus**ij (or 
the .Soviet Union, as ii then was)explod¬ 
ed its fifsi nuclear bomb in F.vcn 
more rcNC.iiing was the case ol Brit urn. 
Al Ihc Stan of Ihc Sccmid World War. ii 



Alter the first Chinese nuclear bomb went up at Lop Nor in 
1964, Zhou Enlai (left) had remarkeii that "unless you make 
the big bang, they (the US) don't listen to you". And Mao 
Zedong, the real driving force behind the Chinese bomb, 
declared: "A loud fart Is always more effective than a long 

lecture" 


and SI) Oil - u i Hii J he pul vote simul* 
taiicously. Whichever pn>posith>n gets 
(he least vote uoiild be cliinmaicd and a 
second round of soling would ukc 
place. And soon uniil the surviving iwo 
posiiions arc put to vote. 

Whether (his pnw.’cdurc would he 
accepted is tar fiimi certain. At the vari¬ 
ous prepanKors coAterciKes f<H the land- 
mofi gathering now* in the ofTing. agree¬ 
ment has eluded the asseinhfed tlclega- 
les. Moreover. Iran, the country' current¬ 
ly on the lop of (Ik us list ol nuclear 
^monedogy. lias ala*ady proposed that 
ttA proposition should he voted scpuralc- 
ly. In the order in which it is tabled. 

Before looking ahead, therefore, it 
would be useful to look bock and dis¬ 
cover how the worid has arrived at this 
juncture in relation to the mrvsi dcsinic* 
live and dastardly weapons ever inseni- 
ed by man and capable of wiping out life 
and civilization ax wc know it. 


was ahead of ihc US in uca|v>n-ielated 
nuckor research Nn n«a m ihc capacity 
to pi^iducc ihc weapons in which Ameri¬ 
can predominjrwc was unqiicstiomiblc. 
In any case, when the US ds'cidcd to 
build the nuclear b(>mh. there was com¬ 
plete eiMipcraiion between Anglo- 
AnK'rican allies. Rwnf'unada wuscno|y 
ted. as were scientists Imm fiance and. 
above all, iIk* low'ciing physicists and 
maiheouiicidns tmin Crermunv and 
Hurope tKcupied h) Miller The Iasi 
were, without doubt, among the hnght- 
est and the best. 

However, onec ihc US had the K>mb 
and was engaged in its Hmhcr develop¬ 
ment. It shutout U.s;dlics, me hiding Bri¬ 
tain, from the 'great adventure". An 
enraged Britain, despite the slump in «s 
power, decided to build up un indepen- 
deni nuclear detoirenI. In iliiso su;\\ed- 
cdin \W. IneMUbly. hiaiiee followed 
SU 1 I in l%4). 
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FOIttICN POLWY 


Four year^ la^er, on 14 Ociobcr, {964. 
on the very day that NikiU Khrushchev 
went down in Moiw;ow. the first Chinese 
nuclesir bomb went up at Lop Nor. I can* 
not resist quoting the jubilant exclama¬ 
tions of the top^inese leaden. "Unless 
you make the big bang, they don't listen 
to you/ remarked Zhou Enlai. Mao 
Zedong, the real driving force behind 
(he Chirwse bomb and extremely down- 
to-earth, declared: "A loud fart is always 
more effective than a long lecture/ 

Elsewhere, the impact of the Chinese 
entry into the nuclear club was leas 
ribald and more grim. 

Although (he clamour for 
ending nuclear tests arnl 
working towards a 
nuclear weapons-free 
world had been started in 
the SOs among others by 
iawaharlal Nebni. it was 
the first Chinese nuclear 
test (hat .sowed the .seeds 
of the NPT as we know it 
today. But here again, the 
course of events was 
2 i£-zag. 

The initial reaction of 
several American 

leaders, such as ihc then 
secretary of state, Dean 
Rusk, and the then defen¬ 
ce secretary, Robert Mac- 
Namara, wax that after 
the Chinese had acquired 
nucleur capability, it 
would be gc^ if "some 
of our friends including 
India und Japan” also 
went nuclear. But (he 1 . 1 |.| 

entrenched nuclear and 
foreign policy esliibhsh- Rao in 

ment of the US felt niirlnai 

dilTercntly. HIICIWI 

A committee appoint- W8St 

ed by President Lyndon Clinton 

iohnsem reported m 1965 
that 'the spread of 
nuc Icar we apon s poses an ' 

increasingly grave threat (u the security 
of the United Stales. New nuclear capa¬ 
bilities, however primitive and regard¬ 
less of (he fact (hai they are held by 


imeresu* of the US. American policy- Even ao, the drafting of the NFT was a 
makers *mus( give oon-prolitenuion proloaged, painful, acrimonious and 
greater weight and support**. divisive process. Prom the sion it was 

in this mindset is rooted everything quite clear that the nuclear we^ion 
the US has since done about the nuclear powers, except China and France which 
issue including its current attempt lo stayed away ^om the NPT and did not 
impose its diktat on all (he non-nuclear deign to accede to it until the early 90s, 
natioru whether or not they are signator- were detemuned to preserve (heir right 
its to the NPT. to build and stockpile nuclear weapons 

as (hey liked and simultaneously to 
Negotiations to conclude the NPT impose a total ban on the non-nuclear 
were made almost immediately after the countries wanting to acquire nuclear 
receipt of (be American commlnee's capability. Ultimately, the nuclear wea- 
repon. By then, the Sino-Soviet conHid pon poNvers had their way. 

The obligation not to 
go nuclear imposed on 
the non-nuclear signator¬ 
ies was absolute and 
unambiguous. Article 6 
to which a reference has 
been made placed on the 
nuclear weapon countries 
only a blank, vague and 
wholly unenforceable 
duty to "pursue negotia¬ 
tions in good faith on 
enective measures relat¬ 
ing to cessation of the 
nuclear arms race at an 
early date and to nuclear 
disarmament, and on a 
treaty on general and 
complete disarmament 
under strict and effective 
intematiunal conrror. 

No wonder then that 
even the most eloquent 
champions of the NPT. 
such as The Eeoftomuu, 
London. sheepishly 
admit (hat this treaty was 

In May 1994, Bill Clinton joinwi P.V. Karasimha on "unequal bargain”, 
Rao in issuing a statHMirt that describad total ^ 

nuclear disarmament as a shared goal. But hardly ga>n was noc honoured'. 

was the ink dry on this document when one of ft" 

Clinton’s underlings, John Holmi, repndiated the overbearing nuclear wea- 

PfflSidMrt powers all five of 

ri99iliOIII which are, incidentally. 


m 



was complete, t^n and bitter. A conver¬ 
gence of interests in the nuclear arena 
had devduped between the US and the 
Soviet Union though they remained 


countries currently friendly to (he opposed to eadi other, otherwise, Bdie- 
United State.s, will odd complexity and ving that two was company. Russians 
insubility to the deterrent balance...and were anxious to explore whether they 
eventually constitute direct military and the Americans could establish a duo- 
threats to (he United States'*. poly in the world. A Partial Test Ban 

The committee went on to add that Treaty, greatly welcomed by India and 
even where (he non-proliferation policy vehemently denied by the still non- 
conflicted with a "broad range of other nuclear Chtru, had been signed in 1963. 


also (he veio-weilding 
permanent members of (he UN Security 
Council. 

ArKi yet neither The Eamtmtiss nor 
anyone else of its ilk has any hesitation 
in pleading that Ihc unconditional and 
int^finite extension of this dishonoured 
artd dishonourable treaty is a must. 

W hat the Americans have done in 
relation lo a world free of nuclear 
weapons is shocking heyond belief. In 
May 1994, Bill Clinton joined P V. Nara- 



mCMMPOilCY 


^irnha Rao ia issuing a statement that 
described iota] nuclear di^annament a.s a 
shared goal. But hardly was ihe ink dry 
on this documcni when one ttf Clinton’s 
underlings, iuhn Holum, head of the 
arms control and disarmamcni agency, 
repudiated the President. Significantly, 
the US media did noi say a word about 
whui Cllmon had agreed to. 

A highly respected American, who 
has held very high office in the past, on a 
visit to ihis couniry wa.s asked why the 
US media had ignored so imporuni u sia* 
temcni ol the US President on the 
nuclear issue. His 
reply: "The media knew 
that the Pres idem did not 
believe whui he had said." 

This, regrertabiy, has 
been pr^ivcd lo ihc hill by 
subsequent policy stale* 
ments in Washington, 
including the Pentagon's 
review of the "Nuclear 

All these describe 
nuelcui weapons us 
Vs semi III" for US securi* 
ly for nil limes. Wtut 
kind (d faith can be plac* 
cd in any siatcmeni. assv 
lance, aRnmiiit>cm or 
guuiunieu of the US 
govern mem under these 
circum.stances? 

West Asia pmvides a 
striking example ol' the 
double standards, dtiuble 
talk and double-dealing 
of those anxious to make 
the NPT permanent by 
hook or crook, with 
Ihe US. Iciit be repeated, 
taking the lead role in this. 

1'hL' problem in the reg* 

Ion is acute, israel, as dK 
wide world knows, has at 
least 2fK), perhaps more, 
nuclear weapons in ii$ 
amioury. There is eviden¬ 
ce to show that during Ihe 
197war, the Ktaelis had 
even aciivuied some of these wea¬ 

pons, in American eyes, however. Israel 
ha.s always been a "specif ca.^" and 
remains so. 

Inevitably, therefore, there is trouble. 
Led by Rgypi, Arab countries stoned 
saying some months ago that they would 
not agree to an extension of the NPT 
until Israel signed il too which the Israeli 
gavernntent categorically refused to do. 
In Paris, ihcrv was a virtual slanging 


match between Arm Mousa. the Egypti¬ 
an foreign minister, and his Israeli coon- 
tcqttrt. Shimon Peres. But to no avail. 
All that Israel says is that il would 
address (he arms control issue only two 
years after a comprehensive peace treaty 
has been signed biiween Israel and all 
its neighbours. 

Meanwhile, both AmerKU and Israel 
have stalled lurgcimg Iran as a country 
which is "gt^ng nucicur' in spite of 
being a sigruuory to the NPT. In its jnti* 
Iranian crusade, the US has gone so far 
as to press Russia Ut cancel u deal to sup¬ 


ply Inn with a nuclear power reactor 
ui^r IAEA safeguards. For once. Rus¬ 
sia has rclu.sed. 

The Americans are wearing dowii the 
resistance of the Arab countries w iih the 
lime-hom^red technique of combining 
('ufTOts with slicks. Most of Ihc feudal 
Arab regimes are desperately dependent 
on America for their survival. Even 
Egypt, with all its defiance, needs the $2 
billion aid a year that it gets fmm the US 


and for which there is no aliemuiivc 
sourcY. 

T here is a lot more to say. But let only 
two paints be made bnefly. One, that 
much is being made by Ihc nuclear wea¬ 
pon powers of the agreements between 
the US and Russia to cut back their formi¬ 
dable arsenals. Some impressive reduc¬ 
tions have doubtless been made. Others 
will not be completed until 2IN)3. But 
even when they are completed, there 
wifi be more nucleai weapons with the 
two big boys than at the lime when the 
NPT wav signed 

The second point is that probably the 
I only port of the NPT which could do 
[ some gO(Kl to non-nuclear signatories 
was the assurance that they would be giv¬ 
en free access to all technologies for 
pcacefu f uses of nuclear energy, The per¬ 
formance has been precisely the <^po- 
site of the promise. Over the years, tech¬ 
nology denial ar>d export control measu¬ 
res have been progressively made stric¬ 
ter and a funher intensification is in the 
offing. 

Iron being a signatory to the NPT and 
thus under fuUscope safeguards is fully 
entitled lo receive from Russia, or any¬ 
where else, nuclear power reactors. But 
America says r»o, and in today's world 
that is the law, never mind the provi¬ 
sions of I he NPT. 

On the other hand, Pakistan'.s success 
in building up secretly a plutonium- 
producing reactor at Khushab undersco* 
ncs how incfTectual the NPT is. 

India, of counte. is noi a party to the 
I NPTand. as Pninab Mukberjee, our fore¬ 
ign minister, has said once again, has no 
interest ingoing lo the New York cemfe- 
rence. Two NGOs from this country, the 
Institute of Defence Studies and Ana¬ 
lyses (IDSA) and Ihe Fevum for Strate¬ 
gic and Security Studies (FSS) will be 
there but only as pan of a vast crowd of 
ncm-official pressure groups. 

However, none of this means that this 
ciHjntry would be spared Ihe prosvures 
and arm-twisting with a view to "per¬ 
suading' it to accept the spirit of the 
NPT even without pulling its signaiurv 
on the dolled line. Benazir Bhutto' v visit 
to the US and the extension of the NPT. 
especially if it is indefinite, would mean 
a tremendous escalation of these prcs.^^u* 
res. But this is a subject of supreme 
importance and must therefore be discus¬ 
sed separately and ai length. • 





India is under tremendous pressure 
to sign the NPT. Benazir Bhutto's visit to 
the United States and the extension 
of the NPT, especially If it is 
indefinite, would mean a tremendous 
escalation of these pressures 
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INDECENT 

PROPOSALS 



T he iiunager Jt (he S(ep-In Heal* 
ih Centre is in a flap. She scut* 
ties from the front ot her esia* 
blishmeni (o the rear, bright 
pink China silk tari Happing in 
an ungainly way a( her ankles. I leragiia* 
lion is further empKasisoJ by ihe petals 
that dri^ from her charnel i aojro as she 
vtgoruusly issues insiruciion^ 

“Jaldi jua. nahi to ktmeene 
vi^Hon hhi pahm'h yuuvynge (Go before 
(hose ba.stards reach ihe other place],'' 
she screeches to a trembling siJektek 
who promptly dashes down the singic 
flight of stairs. He runs down the crowd* 
ed gali and slips into an entrance about 
two feet wide. Once inside, he rushes up 
the steep narrow stairs, hurls himself 
through ihc door of Choice Centre and 
breithlessiy delivers his message 
Strangely, his arrival doesn't create a 
flurry. People are tense, no doubt, hui 
(here's no panic There is a general IceU 
ing at the Choke Centre that ihiv raid 
scare, loo, will blow over as others have 
dune in the past. 

Peeping through the tinted glass panel 
in (he Choice Centre's doorway, the 
earlier warning of Stcp*In's manager 
now makes complete sense. ‘Wuhattn 
hhi bohm saare iodkiw Uiiiht^n hat 
(There are many girls there loo).” she 
had said. Sure enough, the inner c<irh dor 
is lined with girls sitting on a bench. 

The picture is a sordid 
stereotype. Clumsily sla¬ 
thered on lipstick hits 
found its way onto the 
teeth of some of the girls. 

When they smile, the 
cfTect is ^asdy. Their 
eyes are heavily lined 
with kajal. (heir hair ruy 
and (heir saris uniformly 
garish. The room smelU 
of wilted flowers and 
coconut oil. But the place 
has an air of prosperity. 

Both places are open 
24 hours and the girls 
work In shifts. The ages 


Soliciting for paid sex takes many forms in 

Bombay 


Brolhels hav€ 
metamorphoseci 
into 'acceptable' 
units su^ as 
'massage 
parlours', 
'modelling 
agencies' am! 
'picnic 
organisers' 


of (he girls vary from (he Sources say a client pays a minrmum 
young teens lo (he Uie of Rs 400 for services. 

20s Despiie the fact thar 

(he Sif)p*fn is far from Choice Centre may stnke one at 

being j high<las$ bordel- I first as locking like an ordinary otH- 

lo, (he management still ce (he outside. But in retrospect 

monigev to command the^spanelinthedooncemsshady 
some impressive rates. is it to look oul of or l<x)k in? 












[n luday's coniexu il's prob^Iy tbu 
former function that it serves. There has 
been a raid at the SiepOn. and its sister 
csubtishinent< the Ctraice Cenire. i» un 
guard in case the police swoop down on 
it. 

EsiuHishments like Siep-ln and the 
Choice Centre abound all over Bombay. 
Posing mostly ils health massage par¬ 
lours. (hey are in reality hrothek. At one 
rime. *^uch cstablishmenis restricted 
themselves to (he Kamathipura and Htir* 
as Road disiricis — areas which have 
now crept into ihe Boinhayite's vocaNi* 
tafy as synonymous with sex. 

Bui I he Arab bs>om of the early Ei^ht' 
ICS had the sox inide eagerly spilling out 
into every cotKvivable urea of the city. 
Now (luu the Arab influx has (rickled 
otT the well emrciK'hcd hruthcK have 
incianiorplk>scd inti) im'ire socially 
acccpiahle establishments, at least in 
name. They exist m ihc form of 'holols*. 
'massage parlours', beauly parlours', 
'modelling agencies', 'video spccia* 
lists'. 'empKiymcni bureaus', 'marriage 
hureiuis' or, most creatively, 'pern* 
cunwseminar organisers'. They are 
found in residential buildings and, in 
one i n si jnee. i n ii bu i Id i n g that alMi hou s* 
ed a gil ls' schovd. 

The services on offer 
vary, lor instaiKC, ihe 
Step-In massage parlour 
will dellniiely give the di¬ 
em a iiussage hut I he mas* 
scusc won't shy off it her 
e lie I It demands more — 
in fact, she'll Ihmk ii odd 
if he doesn't. 

Another K>rdello that 
o])eiulcs behind a front is 
a boutique on Colaha 
Causeway. Ironically |or, perhaps, 
appropnaidy) this exists across the road 
from the police station. The pnees of the 
products on display arc outragcousi so 
high that they are clearly meant to dis¬ 
courage any purehxxe. The boutique 
aciually functions a^ an outlet for 
middle-level call giris <and not the 
'huztir numtyu tayivif xs the T-shirt 
vendor across the road says), 

B ut perhaps the most innovative entr¬ 
ant (0 Ihe sex bazaar arc the fluoresc¬ 
ent Slickers advertising 'S.K. Week¬ 
ends, Picnic/seminar on women, love, 
hu&hand-wifc relationshipsand a hundr¬ 
ed other interesting topics at beaches 
iind hill sialions'. Plastered in every 
local train carriage, the slickers have 
rceenily beeoiiK the Utpic of great 


cunosUy. 

Phone colls ui the office number 
advertised don't reveal much. The ano¬ 
nymous vokc at the other cetd suggests 
that you cume For the Monday evening 
meeting where 'lectures' will he given 
and. the v<Hce further informs, before 
the proceedings for the lecture, every 
would-be ponicipanl will he hricfcd on 
the contents of the lecture. 

The voice implies that it is clearly at 
this poini that all innocem participants 
ore weeded out and ihe cx|Kvtaiions of 
ihosc that came hoping for 'exciting' 
enter! ainmcni raised. 


r S.K. WEEKENDS ] 


PICNIC/SEMINARON 
WOMEN, LOVE. 
HUSBAND-WIFE 
RELATIONSHIPS AND 
AHUNDREDOTHER 
INTERESTING TOPICS 
ATBEACHESAND 
HILL STATIONS 


"I lu*sr;i(hill U 2 ilhcnn|*v(c;i(*li 'hotv ihH' 
tvoiiiiin vtiii \oM‘ i: IhrMisiinil men*, 
'nniri-vtoiihin Inve'.Htoiinin-unmnnliixe* 
nritl Ihi eseivise ensls hehtirn Ks t.1H)ll 
21 nil ks su\sii souitc 


haleshwar, Ponchgam. Ixmavla and 
Khanddla. 

The m<tJus oprrundi seems to 
involve ihe hiring of a bungalow for the 
weekend, after which the seminar/pic* 
nic can he inicrpreicd according to the 
purticipaius' style. 

Sources, however, confirm the seedy 
prT>misr of the S K. ads The initials 
stand lor S. Kailash Mantri. He has 
designed the course in such a way that 
"there are six hours of active wt>rt; and 
six hours ot seminar." says one source. 
I'opics include erudite mailers like 
how U) enjoy sex wiiluKit sex. how one 
woman con love a thousand men at the 
sarrk lone. hc>w to enjoy nxmey. man* 
woman love, woman-woman love, etc. 
Rates for these exotic sessions range 
frumKs l.UXHoa whopping Rs 7,501).'' 

TIk* police say they have not received 
any complaints about Mantriopera¬ 
tions and 1 hat they cai T 1 act i ndepcndcnl- 
ty on "inniKcmly worded iidveflisc- 
ments". C'learly. they prefer to ignore 
(he insidious prose of the S.K. Weekend 
ad. 

Cicarty, iiK>. pci^Jc believe that when 
the police i um a bli nd eye to il I ici t opera- 
I i« ms. it is becau se there has hwn a 

irudc-otf. The pink sari- 
clod manager of Ihe Step- 
In cenire is one of them, 
though she is aware there 
in no guarantee of safety 
in such exchanges, 

“Stuile ko khilayu tha. 
If kin hfi hharfsu ruihin 
fiai (You feed these 
swine hut you can't 
depemJ on them)." she 
says angrily. 


Details ahouUthe picnic, especially 
(hose penai n ing lo the aval lain I ily of par* 
mers. witl^ld. The voice inturms 
the caller (hat if he is unmamed, i he orga¬ 
nisation will not prvv tde girls. But. goes 
on U> rexs.suFe the caller that there is a 
chance that “sumcone will cihik up and 
speak" to him—i n which case the orga- 
niseis would encuumge the relationship. 
Here, loo, the implicaliuns axe obvious, 

S.K Weekends is a recent operauK in 
(he market. So far. they have held three 
to four .sessions, each of which has been 
anendedhy 200 people. Fees begin at Rs 
500 and escaloie depending on Ihe 
locde. These are normally area.s surroun • 
ding Bombay ^ the beach resons ol 
Akso. Madh Island. Alibag. Dahonu or 
(he hill stations of Matheran. Maha- 


Whatever the police may say. it is 
impossible that they are unaware of the 
ex i sicnce of such estabi i shmenis as S lep- 
In and Choice, since they have been seen 
to openly Ihe off diem. Haftas are doled 
out regularly in the form of cash and 
kind, and I he police even lower them¬ 
selves to the extent of demanding 
travloads of tea from suspect establish¬ 
ments on their nightly beat, surnetimex 
going as far as to enter them — in um- 
fonn. and clearly not on official business. 

The status at present is such that for 
the law-cnforcci's It is a win-win siiua- 
lion. For the girls ii is a no-win lifestyle. 
And for the inud«uncs and the pimps, it h 
a tricky balancing aci. • 





Vin SAW3HVI 


THE BOMBAY 
BASHERS 


S(fmebodv should tell those who wish to ban 
Mani Ratnam 's film where to get off 


T h^rc is something peculiarly 
Indiun nhiHii the notion iKui 
anything that aflend'^ one per¬ 
son should he denied to the 
world at large. K there u play 
ihui portrays Brahmins in a poor light 
((Jha^hiriiitt Dan it at oocv. 

because Braiimin sentiments citay he 
hun. Is (here a hiH>k that could offend 
Muslims tThf Sahmit Vene^)} Forbid 
ils imporr and proscribe its distribution. 
I U there u Him that could injure Bengali 
I pnde iCiA OfJfsyi Try and stop il front 
' being shot. And if y<iu can t, then agitate 
I for u ban on its release, 
j Al the nxn of this approach is a 
I certain arrogance. The subliminal mevs* 
uge iS! I don't like il so I ’ll make sure that 
nobixly else can see it 
The arrogance is backed up by the 
implicit threat <if sioicnee. The sugges* 
lion is that if the bun is not instituted at 
once, then the resulting agitation could 
well turn violent. 


The threat usually works. In many 
c&ses. you need to go no further than the 
it-offends* people arguenem. When Syed 
Shahabuddin asked for a han on The 
Satanic Versex. the Guvemment of 
India did not even bother to ask somebo¬ 
dy to read the book. It took the line that if 
the Muslim community was likely to be 
offended — on the basis of a Maicmcni 
from Shohobuddin who hadn't even 
read Tht Satamt Vttses then well, 
that was that. The book had to be banned. 

This position is difficult to justify. So. 
governments usually fall hack on a 
second argument. They say ihai even if 
the book is not offensive and even if the 
phne ipic of free speech i s important, the¬ 
re's sdll (he violence to consider. If the 
book is made freely available then some 
fanatic or the other is likely to Stan a riot 
or to bum a printing press. 

Lives will almost cenainJy he lost. 
And while 77te Saronic Verses may well 
be a good book, is it worth nsking so 



OFFCNSIVCTOISIAM... 

Rushdies*$ TheSaUmc Verses 



T08EMGAa&... 

Roland 



many lives in pursuit of some airy-fairy 
principle of free speech? 

Us^ly. the people asking for the hjri 
get (heir own way. The rest of us arc deni¬ 
ed (he qiponuniiy to read die hook, see 
the play or waich the film. Wc arc deni¬ 
ed the right to imikc up our own minds 
and a single protest from a siiHiciently 
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pof\ ex'&'iv/^s; imd even il they ditl am* 
tribute i 10 the toni%aruUo(i of 
1992-1W3. even then, you could argue 
that theve were issues of some sub^umcc. 
But it i$ not possible to make any such 
Kltiim for the Huny of demands to bun 
books and fdms. Syed Shahabuddin had 
£iot even read The Saiumc Vrrse\. He 
merely thought that he wsHild be offend* 
ed were he to read it. The vast majority 
of I ndian M us) i ms were not I i keiy to buy 
the book or to be offended by it. So. it is 
10 sec how Shahubuddin was ad van* 
the cause of the Muslim communi* 
iniishng on the bun. 

J^evcnheless, the govemmcni crum* 
Kd at his first assault. Somebody 
flbuld have told him that it he thought 
m was going to be offended by the book. 
Ln he shouldn't read it. Instead, the 
Mn was granted, he had a little triumph 
And he was able to represent himself as a 
>Rro to his community. 


W e are now seeing quite how dange¬ 
rous Thf Saranh Vertex prece* 
ydent can be. l\ could be said in Shahabud* 
^ din's defence that Salman Rushdie had 
r set out to write a book that shocked 
people. But no such defence is available 
to (he gaggle of Muslim leaders who are 
now agitating for a ban on Mani Rat- 
tXBsn'Bomhin. 

By now. most people know what Btm- 
bay is about. It is the story of a mixed 
couple—a Hindu boy and a Muslim girl 
who make their home in 
the metropolis, have 
^■jk twins and would have liv- 

ed happily had the 1993 
*— riots not broken out. 

Because the hots ore seen 
through the eyes of the 
twins, the film drives 
home (he futility of com- 
munal violence and 
emf^asises that we are 
Hindus and Muslims 
second, but Indians first. 

Such a film d(»cs not 
racaaam shock. U d«s not 

hope to cause off«KC. And its 

message is one that every Indian shtmld 
endc^. 

But in modem day India, things arc 
never chat simple. 

For three to four months, the Censor 
Board, various siaiv governments anil 
the Centre hesitated i<> give it a censor 
cenificaic. At least ten cuts, none <>1 
(hem particularly logical, were demail* 
ded. And by the lime it was released, 
tbciv was nothing in the film ihai aruld 


fanatical rtidividual rs enough to destroy 
the entire principle of frecd^n of 
expression. 


inise. Instead, they will declare that 
Islam is in danger and challenge Hindu 
fundamenulists to a fight to the finish. 

Should the Su^me 
Court rule that Muslim 
men should pay mainien* 
ance to their discarded 
wives, (hen Muslim 
leaden will once again 
ruise the cry of a threat to 
l.vlani. They will clutch 
their ^Tsonal Law close 
to their chests and will 
refuse to even discuss the 
iSMJC. Instead, they will 
demand that the secular ^ 

state overrules the Supre- ^ 

meCoun. utrOk 

Both is.sues were emotive ones that 
helped many Muslim leaders to make 
th^ reputations. But. in all fairness, it 
could be argued that perh^ the leaders 
did genuinely believe that Personal Law 
and the Babn Masjid were worth the 
fuxs. Even if these issues did nothing to 
improve the lot of the average Muslim; 
even if they had the effect of ensuring 
(hat Hindus saw Muslims as faruhes 
who were obaessed with disused 
mosques and the right to tefuM to sup* 


W hat does it say about the Indian 
lUite that it is so willing to throw 
its I i beta] value s ou t of the wi ndow at the 
si i ghicat h I nt of o ffcncc or of trouble*^ 

It suggests (hat the state is losing sight 
of the principles on which Indian 
democracy was founded. And (he messa* 
ge it sends out is (his; any fanatic who 
wishes to make hi.^ name can seize on 
any work of on. literature or entertain* 
ment and hold the Government of India 
to ransom. 

In recent years, the siluatHin has been 
complicated by the Hindu* Muslim fac* 
tor. There is little doubt that most Indian 
Muslims face a^MlIing discrimination. 
They are poor, badly educated and are 
denied their rights Unfortunately, the 
MusJ i m leadership does not I ike to focus 
on these problems. Perhaps this is 
because they are too di^icull to solve. 

Instead. Muslim leaders look for sim¬ 
ple. emotive issues on which to base 
their appeal. If there is a di.spuie over a 
medicvul mosque at Ayodhya. they will 
refuse* to entertain any kind of compro- 
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THE CULTURE ESSAY 



1 1 is less easy lo sec why the Bombay 
|K>1ice commissioner is going along 
with these scll-seeken. The conspiracy 
theory view is that lop officials in the 
Bombay Police force were appumied by 
Sharad Pa war. Most, if not all. will he 
transferred by the Shiv Sena regime. 

Therefore, they have a vested iitiercst 
in seeming responsive to Muslim senti* 
mems. When ilv lUatc government over* 
rules (hem and allows the screening of 
B4tmfkiy, this will he presented to the ere* 
dulous Muslim masses as one more insi* 
arwe of how ihc Sena discriminates 
against Islam. And Sliarad Pawar will 
then project hinxseir as the leader of the 


cause any offence. 

Of cou rsc, this d id not Hop Ute publ ici' 
ty hounds from trying to create an 
uproar. A gaggle of Muslim leaders who 
few people had heard of— Ibrahim Tai. 
Sohail Lokhundwala. Bashir Patel and 
Yusuf Ahrahuni — made u 
ShahabuddiO'Stylc ohjcciion. They had¬ 
n't seen Bomhiiv. (hey said, but they 
thought that they iitight he offended if 
they did. 

This was the perfect opponuniiy to 
deliver the response thui the Oovem* 
mem of India had failed to give Shaha- 
buddin in The Soimic Verges case: if 
you think it will offend you. don’t see it. 

But of dHirsc. that did¬ 
n't happen. 

Instead, (he police 
commissioner of Bom¬ 
bay aitkcd the film's dis¬ 
tributors 10 hold a special 
show for these 'leader''. 

And, surprise, surprise' 
by the lime the show was 
over. Mr Tui and his 
friends declared thui titcy 
were indeed, offended. 

Tough luck. 

Yes. hut lough luck for 
the rest of us. luu for 
them. To everybody’s 
surprise, the pt'lice com¬ 
missioner did not tc 
them to go to hell but 
mplly suspended the 
screening of (he film hir a 
full week. During this per¬ 
iod, these ‘leaders’ 
would say what was wrting with the film 
ami ask for morcciiis. 

Their objixlions were so liHiIrsh that 
no cuis could ever satisfy them. They 
wanted to know why the gui was u 
Muslim and the hoy was a Hindu. Why 
couldn't it he Ihc other way around? 
Why did the hero affectumaiely raise the 
burka of the w oman he ho'cd? This was 
an insult ui Islam. And soon. 

Predictably, these 'leaders' are nriw 
asking for a ban on the film and are (hrea- 
lening to move the courts if they don'i 
get their way. 

I t's noi hard to see what is going on. If 
these 'leaders' are lucky, then they 
will be household names by the time the 
controversy has run its course. If, like 
Shahabuddin. they succeed in getting a 
han enforced, then they will present 
themselves as saviours of Islam to n«cm- 
bers of their community. Wh;ii heiier 
way of making a name for yourself? 


The price of the Muslim 
leadership's intransigence 
was the Ram wave. And 
flnallY* it was the Mitslims 
who suffered 


very Muslims these policemen Uxkcd 
up under TADA. 

The cxinspiracy the>'ry view may be 
unfair. Certainly. Satish Sahney. the 
Bombay police c<immi>sioncr. has a 
reputalion for being a decent and honou¬ 
rable man. Perhaps he has jusi been inti¬ 
midated by the threat of violence from 
these Muslim 'leaders*. 

Either way. the su^n&ion of screen¬ 
ing does not reflect well on the Bombay 
authorities. Even if (hey are rK>l playing 
politics, ihey are still being pushed 
around by a huiWh ol nibblc-riHisers. 
And a powerful film w ith a message that 
w i 11 act uall y he I p i inprovc re lai ions bet * 


ween Hindus and Muslims is the 
casually. 

This is the iragic consequence ol The 
&iran/t' Verses precedent, 

T here are three lessons in all this, fhe 
first is the obvious one. Never ban a 
film or a book just because soTOehsKly 
might be offended. Once you start doing 
that, you end up fa ir game for un sc n ipu I - 
ous rabble-rousers. 

The second lesson has (o do with the 
Muslim leadership. Of all I he terrible 
things that are done to India’s Muslims, 
the worst arc done by their own Icaiiers. 
The price of the 1 eodership 'suit runs igen - 
cc was the Ram wa>'e 
in the Ijte-l'^KOs and 
early-IW(Js, 

Finally, M wasn’t the 
Hindus who suffered. 1i 
wa.s the M u s U ms w h< > got 
beaten up and binJ il^ir 
bank's humi. K:kh time 

soriK' amhiiious dcniago* 
giw a'gisliTN St line 

absurd obiceiion by nil \u' 
sing the name of Islam, n 
is vnne piair Muslim 
soincwhsTc who is Kniig 
SCI up to he iiuirUeied in 
ihcnesl riois. 

Indian Muslims have 
1 1 uni sands of genuine 
gfievaiKcs. Bui they 
must realise that ilu’y are 
hemg led hy people who 
cure nsUhiiig for llu»sc 
grievances and who look 
instead for emotive issues on 
which loniakc ihdi rcpuiaiions. 

And the I1nul lesson has to do with 
Muslims themselves Ihc vast luajoriiy 
may well bv poiKly uducmc<l Bill there 
art I akhs of well -educated arti cu I ale I ihc - 
ral Muslims. Why do they never o;>en 
their mouths once the demagogues s^jrt 
to muddy the w aiers? 

Each lime Bal rhackcray make' an 
irresponsible suterneni. liberal Hindus 
hbout him down. Is it too much to 
ask that liberal Muslims do (he same 
when Muslim fundamental ms seek to 
spoil relations between (he two 
communities? 

In the afiemiath of Ayodhyu. liberal 
Muslims iamenied that they had let the 
nutcases take over But now the rabble- 
rousers are out in force again. 

And if Muslims rhemselve^ don’t 
Slop them, they might well deliver the 
Hindu masses lo I..K, Advaiti and B;il 
Thackeray. • 







N6ENA0UPTA 


^ ‘istofy. 

)r Jai's birthd^, his 
'* (her and Juhi jointly orga- 
'* >*d a suiprise party for him 


# angeeia Bijia* 
ni is sending 
out mixed 
signals as far 
as her reb( ion- 
ship «Uh Sal¬ 
man Khofl is coK^emed 
While on the one hand, she 
complains that she is hred of 
Salman’s unwanted alien- 
tions, on the other she 
:iticnds fiimi weddings with 
his sister Alvira. A few days 
later, however, she’s seen 
cosying up to India's Test 
cricket capuin Mohammad 
Azharuddin at a trendy Bom- 
hay realaurant. 


hile wc are on 

4 

# (he subject oF 
crickcicrs. iho 
hwiesi 

rumour in 
Bombay 

tnese days is that Neona 
Gupta and Viv Richards 
have finally tied the krmi. 
Apparently, (he West Indian 
batsman was in Bombay 
ctceniiy in connection wiih 




the Muster's loumuntent, 
and look time off lo marry 
the rmilher c»f hi^ daughter. 
Musaha. in a smaM private 
ceremony with i)nly close 
friertds in atiendancc. 

Nccru, of course, denies 
that any wedding look piuce. 
though she does add that 
Richards is a devoted dud 
and will always do the right 
thing hy Mosaba. Bui then, 
he can hardly ignore itke 
small detail that he is already 
married, and not to MusBha’s 
mother. Can he? 


hy on earth 

M don't the 
industry’s 
mummies and 
daddies keep 
out of the love 
lives of their beloved off¬ 
springs? 'Riey achieve little 
besides providing some 
great copy for the gossip 
magasnes. 

classic case is. of cour¬ 
se, that of Dharmendra. who 
got his elder son married off 
to a good Sikh girl, Pooja. 
Not that it did him any good. 
Stmny soon discovc^ the 
charms of Dimple Kapadia 
and is currently far more 
faithful to her than to his 
wife. And af^ the Pooia 


Bhait-Bobby DecH episode, 
it looks as if the same story is 
going to be repented with the 
youngest member of the 
Deol family. 

Unmindful of the lessons 
inherent in (his. yet another 
proud papa. Veeru Devgan, 
IS now going around giving 
interviews as to how his son. 
Ajay, will only marry a nice, 
hmnely girl that his mother 
approves of. The implica¬ 
tion. of cour^. is that his cur¬ 
rent girlfriend. Kajol. 
doesn’t qualify. 

We are waiting for A)ay's 
response to that. Though 
something tells us that the 
>>pitrire Kajol will pmbuMy 
beat him to it. • 


So. lx she or isn't she inter¬ 
ested in getting back with 
heimthrob Khan? And if not. 
why choose A/humddio as a 
sabstiiuie? After all. he is a 
married man. and we don’t 
think that Sangeeta deserves 
iiny more heaniMeaks, 


I looks like 
(he o^cial 
seal of appro¬ 
val has been 
placed on the 
Juhi Chawla- 
Mehu romance. Long 
r.ny'iuhj deny ihai there is 
y serious involvement 

11 t .^11 - 


« IIS residence. And Chaw- 
lappily played hostess at 
ih 'lush, a blissful smile past- 
'HO place. 

he Mebias too, seemed 
.‘at Ov actress like the de 
> hithu of the house. And 


I as for Jai. he couldn't coo- 
I ceal his delight at the woetder- 
ful surprise his lady-love had 
conjui^ up for him. 

What’s the betting that 
wedding bells will ring out 
sooner rather than later? 
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Have money, 


will spend 


No matter how expensive the product, 
there are still a million out there buying 


W hen Ray*Ban launclv 
ed a pair of glasses tag¬ 
ged M Rs 8.000 ihree 
years ago, wttai it rais¬ 
ed — aJong with the 
priceJine — was many an eyebrow, 
Well, today, not only has the numufactu- 
Ting company Bausch Sc Lomb clinch¬ 
ed sales for over 3,5 lakh glasses, it has 
introduced a gold-framed pair for (hold 
on to your spectacles) R$ 2 lakh! 

Philips* Matchlinc TV, launched 
three months ago and priced at Rs 
1,75,000, is as the pithy ad copy reads 
"the ultirruie in TV viewing". And 
while you may feel the above is too big a 
price for the small screen, the company 
is all set fi^ an invasion of the market. 
The 32-inch screen TV. along with the 
digital scan and Dolby pro-logic sur¬ 
round acoustics has, as a retailer pul it, 
"generated a great respon se". 

Titan Watches* latest rartge. christen¬ 
ed Tanisirq, comes with somejauy trap¬ 
pings — studded with emeralds, dia¬ 
monds and rubies, the watches are plat¬ 
ed with gold and carry a mother-ol-pedrl 
dial. The prices; between Rs 20.000 and 

Rs 90.000! _ 

Blame it on the coup « 
by multinaiionais or a ^ 
simple desire to cash in 
on the mind-boggling dis¬ 
posable incomes these 
days, but Indian shop 
shelves today are inundat¬ 
ed with premium pro¬ 
ducts. Each trying to out¬ 
do the other Mth its 
unique fettaagT «>d pri- 
dig. I f it in't «1tfr otBol- 
Rs 7,000. it 
50-ml Drak- 
cologne bottle 
?50. If (hat isn*t 
enough for you. 


then there is a Mont 
Blanc pen for Rs 6,000, a 
Walter Johnson shin for 
Rs 2,000 or a Raymonds 
suit len^ for R$ 20,000. 
a studio pot for Rs 
25,000... 




G ranted, (he trend is 
bbsphemous by sod • 
alisi standards, but it is 
nevenbeless a perceptible one. Says 
Nemn Chibber. chi^ executive. PR. 
Mudra Diversified. "The trend in the 
usage nf hi^-value products has beco¬ 
me palpable in Ok last one year. And it 
will only accelerate." 

Concurs Vikas Anand. marketing 
manager. Titan. "In (his designer age. 
brand-consciousness is very strong. 
With the quality of life going up. more 
and more people want to distance them¬ 
selves from the hoipolioi by buying pre¬ 
mium brands." 

Anand could well say (hat again. Kur 
manufacturers are trying very hard to 
mollycoddle the customer, ofTering him 
tangible 'privileges* to gamer his loyal- 




ty. Fur instance, the buyer of a Tanishg 
watch automatically becomes a member 
oi (he exclusive Tanishq Club. This 
end lies him to a host uf privileges —>sur- 
prise gifts on birthdays and anniversa¬ 
ries, i nviutions to art prev icws and exhi- 
bili ons and discounted offe rs I'rom prem¬ 
ium brands. 




VKMAHANO 


More and more 
pe<^le want to 
dis^ce themselves 
from the hoi potfof by 
buying premium 
brands'* 


Similarly, with the purchase of a 
Mont Blanc pen. one is given preference 
at airline and hotel counters and dis¬ 
counts at book stores. "When you’re 
looking at the top end of the market," 
says Asif Siddiqui. who has the shoe 
fr^hiae for Landrruik, Delhi’s upmar¬ 
ket shopping plaza, "unless you make 
the customer feel special, 
he'll not come b^k 
you. And for this, he 
doesn*t mind sbdiing oui 
more." 

While consumer ps) 
che has a lot to do wii'^ 
the trend, it ha.s as mut) 
to do with the rise in 0: 
niimber of high-incon 
families in India. Accor 
log to the f^ational Cou 
cil for Applied Econon^ • 
Researdi (NCAKR), lx ' 
ween 1985-’86 v I 
I992--93. the number f 
people falling in the hif 
income bracket has Jum 


•UNOAVt*. 
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CHECK THESE OUT 


Sludio i)()ls by Moosa Sadr for Ks 2.\(K)0.TaiiislKj walclu-s for nearly a 
lakh and — hold your broalh — Bausch Lonib spirlacles for Ks 2 

lakh! 


I'd t'rom eight (Tiil2i«>A 
to over 20 miJiion. The survey stales 
further that out of the 65.1 million 
midclle-clas« houscholJK ahout 3.7 mifh 
ion emt over Rs 78.<XK) per annum. A 
further one million houses have an 
annual income of mure. 

n the other hand, there lus been j 
sharp drop in the savings rale. 
Accc»rding to the Central Statistical 
Organisation, the Gross Domestic Sav* 
ings have plummeited lo 20 per cent in 
l992-’93 from 24 per cent in 1990-91. 
There has been a corresponding nose¬ 
dive in household savingit ^ fr^ 20.3 
per cent in ]990-'9l to 17 per cent in 
I993.’94. - - 


Coupled with this is 
ibe sharp hike in corpori^ 
te salaries — in the last 
half-decade, salaries 
have more than doubled 
n the software and flnan- 
iat services sector and 
nore than trebled in the 
vverages and [mxessed 
iH>d industry. Easier 
'CCC5S to loans and a 
pun In the credit cards 
• from three lakh U) 
hout ten lakh in the 
five )'ean< have only 
>ntrihuied to the boom. 


Also, tbou^ sceptics may write off | And though the price-conscious 
the trend as miniscule, it has been lucra- I customer hasn't quite loosened up. the 
live enough for the manufaciuim. So manufacturers aren’t really complai- 
while itx calc of Woodlands Shoes* — ning. They are happy enough lo cash in 
pfkedai bet ween Rs I.SOD and Rs 3.000 on the present one lakh high-income 
— touched 80.0UO last month, that of families who gross over Rs 1 lakh per 
Ray-Ban has almost quadrupled in the armum. The Maniii million, as they a(e 


last three years. Titan, too.» introduc¬ 
ing 35 more models in ilsTinishq range. 
Similarly. Bally Shoes has sold oh mure 
than I.UOO pain in the last one year 
while Ray-Bans sell around 10.000 glas- 


called, are clearly being counted un to 
make millionaires out of the 
manufacturers. 

Says Dr Vasantha R. Path, a social 
trend expert, “Even if you're looking at 


ses per month. The upmarket Van Heus- just a million, it is comparable to a fore- 
en and Louis Philippe sell more than ten ign market. Ihe population of Norway 
lakh shifts annually. Admits a spokes- is four million while that of Australia 
man of Ebony, a store in Delhi, *Thc around eight million.'' 
sale fortbese shirts IS excellent.' And Chibber insists thal the 

economic fallout 

of the trecKJ can only be a 



NEEflAN CHIBKfl 


"The Irend in the 
usage of high-value 
products is now 
palpable and can 
only accelerate with 
dme" 


h^oy one. *lt will defi¬ 
nitely increase the divide 
between the haven and 
the have-noiv, but the spil¬ 
lover effect will ensure 
that all products down the 
line Mihance thar quality 

in order to survive," 

Whatever be the ‘fal¬ 
lout’, it is clearly a happy 
one for those with a well- 
lined purse. To say noth¬ 
ing of the manufaclurers 
who are cackling all (he 
way to their banks. • 
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Sadly, it is the animals that the government has undertaken to protect 

that receive the worst treatment 


V isiion 10 Mysore zoo 
recently witnessed a parti- 
cularly grisly sight. A four* 
year-oid maie ti^er, Aijun. 
got into the enclosure of a 
tigress, Thunga, and proceeded to maul 
her to death. A visiior and a sweeper tri¬ 
ed hard to distract Atjun. while the kee* 
per tot^sad on passively. An autopsy 

5 


report showed that the ogress had been 
(Rgnant with three cubs. 

Later, the keeper explained that (he 
door between the two cages had been 
left open since he did not have a lock to 
the door that separated the two. He has 
since been su^iended. 

Accidertts, of course, do happen. But 
what made the episode so bizarre was 


not Just (hat it took place in Mysore's Sri 
ChamartMendra Zoological Gardens — 
coisidered to be a model zoo i n the coun¬ 
try •^but that it look place so soon after 
killing of a baby bear by an adult. 

Just last month, the adult bear got into 
the baby's enclosure. Coincidentally, 
the separtting door had been left open 
— as with the tiger episode. In (his case, 









however, (he keeper had convenienUy 
abNcondcd and hy the lime he gut hack. 
Ihc baby hear was dead. 

At Mysore zoo. workers have been orv 
the rampage ever since (he /on aulhoht- 
ies (aid down fuJes early this year that 
hold Ihe workers accountable for the 
mainienance of premises, care of ani¬ 
mals and hygienic conditions of the 
cages. But the recent trouble has been 
l»ecipi(ated by the withholding of the 
salary of a union leader who had absent¬ 
ed himself without leave for 25 days. 

T he death of two animals caused by 
deliberate negligence at Mysore zoo 
is bad enough. Events ai ijethi zoo, 
however, ma^ Mysore seem like a 
teddy bear's picnic in compmsofi. 

At the capital's National Zoolo^aJ 
Park, animals have been dying at such 
ao olamiing nue that the zoo might soon 
qualify to become a mc^guc if things go 
unchecked. 

A few weeks ago. the most necem 
addition to the list of the dead was a 
female wild ass which had heen import* 
cd from Junaga/h and listed as an 
endangered species. The wild 


ass look III suddenly chHltfiktai 
and the autopsy re p ort is CMNoo 
.till awaited. *01111 

hariier in the year, the 
country's last remaining 
cheetah died in captivity Mygorano 
at the zoo. 

Last yc«. a white tiger . jrTT ’r,^ 
cub. a l5yt5ar-oW Ho* 

ness a male cat^owa^f mam^rniko 

and a male ormgMJian 

all listed as endangered 

Species — thed. In the 

same year, ibcM 2(W 

birds were seized from Ci^puthaBl 

the Indira Gandhi I ulema- 

tkmal Airport from VZDOAMi 

where they were going (o ma^mlvag 

be smuggled out of the «llDrfw«a 

country. The birds were 

'rescued* and sent to Delhi zoo. 

Already, 75 per cent of (hem had died. 

The list for ii993: a male aruj a female 
rtuikocctos, a female onog'UtaA, a doz¬ 
en painted storks, one cobra, one fallow 
deer, one saoghai deer and one guinea 

"The animal •keeping staff has ooi 
been trained." nmes m inicrim 


V1hacev*)rs M imHng 
chHtth kt opMhr Mflw 
[MN90 

^jifrifWytwinilwd 
to t« of a pra^ait 


WNNdattr»«*l»by 
chikti t1 fily II—til 
■ore tan acot^of fail 

■MtaDricutanOiklacciiv 
ABA ferrMort In Iwl roefca 
Utawtaliidihibqut 
OgBuOre n ta ptaM of 


MllDr ta taita n captaty 


Delhi zoo. 


dhrtaSMta report prepMcd by the 
Ccrural Euo Authority of 
MMSlnd India. "There is no prvlj- 

lapre^ait ce of a veterinarian going 

vtigirMta ariMind the zoo u> look for 

the sign.s or symptoms of 
j|lrtes.sinanir^s.* 

It’s no wonder, then. 
vRMm ^ ^ mortality rate at 

taoflBil Delhi zoo is ahnormally 

M. 

inOikrecciiv 

loMrOfta Woos origirtaied as the 

fcccceniric hobby of 
P**" kings and nobility. Back 

then, it was a status sym* 
total pilar bol to own a snvall mena- 

tesMsnd* gcrie of rare animals 

kneaptaty picked up during Ihe cour¬ 

se of a slhkar. And pracii* 
cally every maharaja worth his 
gun salute had a private zoo with laipur, 
JoApur, Udaipur. Mysore. Kota. Indore 
and Gwalior lesling the list. 

Alter Independence, the Indian Board 
of Wildlife came into being in 1951. 
Soon alkr. such roos as the National 
/uolo^cal Park in Delhi were set up. 

At preaem, (here are some 556 /auk 
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CCOIOCT 


cenne for visually impaiied visitors. 
Tbe secdon will bouse stuffed aoimals 
which the visitors will be allowed to fed 
and thus ‘see* them. Moreover, the sec* 
(ioA will be corr^Miterised with software 
in 14 different languages so that visitors 
can listen in to all sorts o( ioformalion 
about the animals — from the sound it 
makes to its habitat. The zoo has also 
acquired land surrounding the Kannji 
tank and plans to use the water body, 
which covers 70 acres, to set up an aqua* 
tic zoo, "We plan to build a ropeway 
across the lake so that people can see 
from above. Wc also plan to have deer 
and other animals in the area around the 
lake.” suys Jayuranuiah, deputy consei* 
valor of forests. 

Perhaps taking its cue from Mynyrt. 
Lucknow rxxthus decided to improve its 
act. 

1'hu Prince of Wales }^iok>gical <iard* 
cn in I .ucknow had been rediK'cd to such 
u slate a few years ago that it had been , 
left w ith no c hoice but to transfer its ph/* 
cd possessions lo Delhi and even lo Kan* 
pur/oo. 

But since its present directev 
Maheitdra Singh look <ivcr in 199?. the 
/oo has inipntved. if only marginally. 

Realising Ihui it wiis not possible to 
acquire mtire land in the vicinity. Singh 
inc*l to bring about citanges within the 
existing 70 acres that the zoo contains. 
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There has been 
no attempt to 
protect the 
animals from 
litter, disease 
and the 
perverted 
humour of 
visitors, 
imprisoned as 
the beasts are 
behind bars or 
tied to slakes 


"It K possiMc to provide all the ani¬ 
mals with a natural habitat even if (he 
area is small." says Singh, of his Rs 
2.7-ciore developmeni plan. But even 
though the plan was approved by a high- 
level cununittee headed by the state's 
chief secmaiy over a yew ago. the 
money has yet lobe handed over. And so 
the ambitious plans remain shelved. 

Despite this, laiduiow will soon be 
acquiring a pair of rhinos and a tiger for 
which new enclosures have been built. 

Since the annual government gram of 
Rs 37.5 lakh is barely enough to meet 
the zoo's salary bill. Lucknow zoo has 
decided to mcAnlise private funding. 
Adopting die Mysore patum. a scheme 
has been woiled out to allow private 
individuals and organisations to provide 
funds for speciffc animals. Sahara India, 
Lions Finance wid die Rapti Group of 
companies have already envied. 


T he central question, however 
remains; are our zoos obsolete and 
should they he shut down? 

Absolutely yes, says Biuu 5^gal.edi* 
tor of SMCfuory magazine. 

The animals, particulariy the larger 










ECOLOGY 



■Dunah in cap^vity so Utti they can be 
released back in (he wild. 

'Hus objecii ve h defeated in the Delhi 
zoo which houses an excessive number 
of common speck* like the rhesus mon* 
key or oed^ai. "Hus is dme In give the 
zoo a big and full look," complains 
Malik. "However, the space and money 
spcni on these could have been bcner uli* 
locd in conserving some endangered 
species." 

Often, (he breeding programme is 
also fauhy. Delhi and Calcutta zoos, for 
instance, have been breeding sanghai 
deer since 1956. But because of inbree¬ 
ding. (he deer have lost all resistance to 
disease, points out Malik. "Nunc of the 
deer could be sent hack Lo (he wild since 
they had all cnntmrted tuhcrculosis." 

Perhaps our zoos could Icam a lesson 
from (he noo at Antwerp in Europe. As 
visitors to this world-famous 200 leave 


Zoos should 
have two 
objectives, says 
primatologist 
Iqbal Malik. To 
educate people 
about 

endangered 
species and to 
br^ animals in 
captivity so that 


. A 


JB ^ "" 


they can be 
released back 
into the wild 



ooes. should he taken to a foresi reserve 
ar>d released. *No animal should be kept 
in a cage, unless for a breeding project." 
iUiys Sahgal. "Zoos in India reduce wiki 
aikitiials lu nothing more than freak 
pbjecLs. The effect of a zoo is to educate 
flhitple so that they come exit feeling the 



the MluraJ habiiat uf ani • 
must rebel againsj 
uring an animal when 
' But this ju.M docs nol 


that/AMTS arc an invalu¬ 


able educatkaial tool, M.K. Srinalh. 
director of (he Kareaiaka unit of the 
WWF says. "Zoos in (he couiMry need to 
he reoriented. Insiead of bdng amuse- 
menl centivs, ihcy should become 
iriaces of education. Visitors, loo. need 
to he educated 00 how lo bdiave sioce 1 
have found ihal most people behave 
mure like munkeys than (he real ones in 
Che cages." 

Iqbal Malik believes ihai zoos have a 
(wcKfold d^eciive: lo educaie people 
about endangered species and to br^ 


the iMemises. they are greeted with a 
startling image. Raced behind bars in 
the last cage is a huge mirror that reflects 
the bemused viMtors. A plaque reminds 
(hem that they are animals too. 

It‘s only when we adopt this lesson in 
humiliiy that we will leant to respect the 
caged inhabitants of our zoos, • 

fU. 
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rif^ates beyond hope, the rest 
of the Garden City will follow suit. 
"Adequate funds have to be allotted and 
a ban should be imposed on public ral* 
lies at the par):," he recommends. 

Bui with political will being a rare 
commodity ti»se days, ii certainly does 
not augur well for Bangalore's chehsh- 
edpvk. 

Or for the city Itself • 


No paiking 


Bangalore’s best-known landmark turns into its largest dumping ground 


first sign of a city's deicriora* 
tion begins by manifesting itself in 
most precious landmarlcs. In the 
case of Bangalore, it is happening at the 
Cubbon Park which was once luxuriant' 
ly green. No less in^Mnant than Calcut' 
ta's Maidon or Bombay's Oval. Bangalo* 
re's Cubbon Park is one of the vital 
lungs of the city, the other being the 
^40-Kre Lalbagh which today epitomi¬ 
ses all that is going wrong with boom 
town Bangalore 

The chronic water 
shortage in the city is 
reflected in the park's dry 
ponds, vehicular conges¬ 
tion in its choked lanes. 

Ihe city corporation's 
mepiness at removing 
garage in the way ilie 
park IS being used as a 
dumping ground of both 
garbage and constA>ction 
debris. In short, the park 
which was once the pnde 
of the Garden City. uxJay 
mirron the alUround 
degeneration of 

Bangalore. 

For people like Bimal Desai. a theatre 
activist who has been walking through 
the park every morning for the past 15 
years, this .state of the Cubbon Park is 
cause for dismay and alarm. "LocA at 
this.” he says, pointing agitatedly to 
stumps of trees that have been Illegally 
felled. At another area of the 300-acre 
park, where truckloads of c^struction 
debris have been strewn, he picks up pie¬ 
ces of ceramic riles and a pipe, saying 
with disgust. "Last week, a commode 
was thrown here." 

Laid out in 1870 by the then British 
commissioner Colortel Richard Meade, 
the park was meant for people to stroll 
around in artd lake the air. But today, the 
wallcways have disappeared and the 
park houses not less than 13 buildings, 
including a temple. M.G. Mulhanna. 
chairman of (he non-govemment Karna¬ 
taka Gardens and Parks Trust, says. 
"Though there is a Karnataka Parks and 
Gardens Act (for the protection of such 
areas), permission has been given to put 


up these buildings. Because of (his. poor 
maintenance and vehicular movement 
through almost all of iis roads. Banplo- 
re's most important park is being chok¬ 
ed to death." 

Bui what really worries people like 
Desai IS tite dumping of canh by the 
govemmem's public works depanmeni 
(PWDi which is constructing an annexe 
to (he High Court adjoining the purk. 
The annexe h&s eaten iniu some of (he 


he has very few workers, the public pull 
down fences, hawkers mess up ihe place 
and that since the park does not have 
adequate security, vagrants steal timber. 
"On top of all this, every time a publ ic ral¬ 
ly is held in (he park or its vicinity, there 
is so much damage to the trees, plants 
and shrubs that 1 need two years to get 
ev‘crything back to normal again." he 
s«y>. 

Another officer of the 
horticulture department 
says it has been at log- 
g^eads with the PWD 
to Slop using (he puk as a 
dumping site, "tven the 
police are not helping 
us." he complains. "They 
have allowed traffic on 
alm’vsi all ihe park's 
roads without even con¬ 
sulting us." 

As Mulhanna says. 
'What is needed is the 
political will to see (hat 
the most imponani park 
in Bangalore will not go 
to seed.*’ He believes that 
once Cubbon Park dete- 


iriM O Wiwc 

Once the pride of the 
Garden Cily« 

Cubbon Park now 
mirrors the 
alhround 
degeneration of 
Bangalore 

park's area," he says. "Besides, the 
amount of mud they have dumped has 
led to the death of a few healthy trees.* 

Desai is not wrung: heaps of mud 
have already covered some of the trees 
righi up to their branches. 

The horticulture department under 
Vi^ch Cubbon Park corrses is ham¬ 
strung. S. Avwath. deputy director who 
la in charge of (he pa^. complains that 


a rare 
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AMITAIMLW 


The play’s the thing 


The best that Pakistan TV has to offer India is its theatre 


^ S moment for Indian 

W TV wheoDoordar- 

. i «han Amriisar 

MJ wem on siTcam. 

. With uncanny 

jiv A insight, Doordar* 

^P^BClLWh shan decided to 

launch (be border station with (he block* 


TV bufTh Mill the politicians might Miy or do. (he ordi* 
recall (hat ama- nary petipic of both countries share their 
singly flattering media as they think Hi. 
moment for Indian Now if ^istan has made innuds 
TV when Doordar- into India with the pn>gr»mmc« it doc« 
shan Amritsar best, and a few better than India, it has 
went on slTcam. i nlroduced a new form of hcali hy compe* 
With uncanny ttiKMt which is likely to henent both 
insight, Doordar* countries. Now the cable operators un 


money and the woman rebels at the end 
when the husband tries to bully their 
young daughter to join the same 
profession. 

The highly professional qualiiy of 
these plays and their social content, 
which is middle>class. score over our 
upper class soaps and some highly stagy 
plays put on TV hy Delhi's theatre 


this side cany the best Pakistani items groups, for instance. 


and some PidiisianiTV plays ore as rcadi* 


buster Pakefzah. And (hat really started ly available in India as our feature films 
it. PlarK'loads of Pakistanis flew down on video cassettes in Pakistan, 
from Karachi to Lahore to watch Whai, then, does Pakistan TV i>frer lo 
Pak&ezah. One busy doctor in Lahore the Indian viewer in exchange? Well, 
put up a sign on the door of his consult* one of the lop items is their TV theatre, 
ing room saying: *1 will see patients which is highly professH>nal. many with 
tomorrow. Today 1 shall sec Paietsah.' domestic themes familiar ts> Indians and 
And Pakistan's obsession with Indian with some superb aiiors and actresses, 

films conlioues to (his day. |- " 

But in other spheres. ! «». ' 

DO became a trail- V Wj 

blazer. It staned a pro* ^ j| 

gramme of Urdu poetry ■ HI Ju 

which had the Pakistanis ft 

riveted to their sets. H .f 

was also discovered that m 11 ^'1 

a <ifhati (rural) program- B ^9^ 

me for its village viewers. Y 
hurriedly followed suit 
because farmers on both ''“fjm 
sides of border have 
(he same problems in agri- j 

culture and speak the f Byf^B^Bf 

same language. Hp/ 7 ||H^ft> 

Whichis why. immedi- ^mj'S ^9- ^ 9/F »B I 

ately after Partitiwi. no fr 

one in Indian Punjab w jl ^ 

could understand All ^ ^ f ^ 

ly Sanskritised and con- tst^m ^ 

have great difficulty in _ 

understanding a highly artifkial laagua< not to speak of original wniers who have 
ge which no one. except AIR and Door- specialised in TV. Ute result is a const* 
darshan, speaks. So ttey inevitably tun* am flow of good TV plays. One was 
ed in to the Urdu bulletins from Lah^. about a career woman IwiJding a house 
That is, unless war broke out which, in Lahore who refuses to join her hus* 
alas, it did three times. And then (he joke band in Canada Then there was a mov* 
went: If you can’t get the tnith about ing play about a yonng mamed woman, 
how the war is going, add Pakistan news wh^ father Mill lives in a humble 
and AIR news and then divide by two. room. She is a model and her husband 
Which just goes to prove that whatever shamelessly eaploiu her for the sake of 


fhen quite the best interview pro¬ 
gramme on the subctHilincnt is run un 
Monday nights by Naccin Bukhari and 
each is worth watching all the way 
through. 

However, where Pid;isiaa TV loses 
all Lhe way as tar as India is (xmeemed is 
in its news bulletins. Its obsession with 










7i^ 


Ilfl/S 


The tele*piays are 
highly professional and 
many of them have 
domestic themes 
familiar to Indians 


not to speak of original wniers who have LrcligiOT. Kashmir and India-baiting is 
specialised in TV. The result is a const* enough to send any Indian viewer up a 
am flow of good TV plays. One was tree. The rest is mostly dreary govern* 
about a career woman IwiJding a house ment oewx a la DD and with even fewer 
in Lahore who refuses to join her hus* visuals. Politicians sit in a row on sofas 
band in Canada Then there was a mov* and hold forth. It is also noticeable how 
ing play about a yonng manied woman, (roubles in Karachi are under-played 
wh^ father Mill lives in a humble and most things unpleasant omitted, 
room. She is a model and her husband In contrist. DD's bulletins seem posi- 
shamelessly exploiix her for the sake of lively revolutionary. • 
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SHOBHRA GUPTA 


Fkreefbrall 


For starters, there will be no lew on DD 's 24-hour movie channel 



All ol* ihr post 
we have been boiiitiar- 
ded hy proinof^ of 
Doordars hiin on Door* 
dorshan. TV raUn£« 
esiehlished hy ihe in* 
house cell Nvere flash* 
ed prociicully every half-hour on boih 
channels, lellin^ us how CtuimiiaitiuM 
and the Fri day feature fi I m on DD 1, and 
Sri Krishw and ImiifMOft on DD2 are 
top of the pops. 

Such slogans as Desh ko dtiriXin: 
noonhrsiton. also Stare at u$ every time 
the set i s sw itched on. It' s another matier 
that the dii rp<tn {mi rror) reOects a monia* 
ge in which you may glim¬ 
pse beauty queens and 
catwalk kings, but then, 
as the manager^ of the 
official media are prone 
to point out these days. 

(here’s no accounting for 
taste. 

And by the time you 
read this, if everything is 
on schedule, Movieclub, 
the brand new 24 •hour 
movie channel launched 
by Doordanhan. should 
be in our midst. So 
should the Zee channel, 
offering roughly (he 
same kind of fare: new 
films, movie premieres 
and old favourites. 

It makes no difference 
that Zee is talking about 
providing such extras as 
made-for-Zee movies. 

and staggered repeat tele* 
casts. Doordarshan has. by pipping 
the STAR-Zee combine by a bare two 
days. 1 iterally uken the shine off its riv al. 

Not only is the timing very clever, the 
masterstroke is to keep the channel free- 
lo-air. at least initially. Which means no 
one pays a thing, not the subscribers nor 
the cable operators, to catch the channel 
A curtain *raiser to the event had a pleas¬ 
ed cable operator grinning hugely and 
saying: hmf sabkofoydo hat (lt*s good 
for everybody). 

If the channel conti nues to be free (the* 


re’s talk by DD director*general R Ba«u 
that if it comnvtcially vialdc. they 
nuy not put a levy on it a( all). it will hun 
Zee. which aims at being a pay channel 
even more. 

Competition, in (he fomi of Zee 
news, secm> to have done Duordar- 
shan's Ntus At Ten some good Last 
sveek. we not only got visuals of the BJP 
convention in Panaji and the CPItM)'s 
meet in Chandigarh, wc also heard the 
Opposition speak. Both items were 
accorded a fairly iv^ieciaMe place in the 
run*down. simiething thai would have 
been inctek^eivahle even a fc« months 
ago. 



'Who killed Deepak 
Seth?’ is the question of 
the week on Tara. Rut 
knowing the lady, the 
guy’s better off dead 


M’H.t A/ Tett may even gratluaic to 
delegating (he Prime Minister's less 
(han*iiH>men(ous doings ui (lie second 
hoi (of the ncwkcusi. in<ieadofauiomaii* 
ctflly puding i( i>n I he lop of (he Iwup. 
Who knows, stranger things have 
happened. 

Bui before this is mude possible. 
Dixirdarshan will have to dii Munething 
about its huNt of handing chunks of titiK 
10 all manner of politicos, and 
induence-peddlers. 

Because, clearly, all news and news- 
based prugramincs wd| have to fight 
doubly ha^ to that the viewer lus 
access to at least three 
round*lhe<lock movie 
chan nel s concenirai ing 

on Indian cinema. STAR 
Movieii didn't make 
much of a dent because 
English films cater t(» a 
tiny fragment of the audi¬ 
ence. Hintti movies, and 
i^noich movies from 
the regions, i s a total I y dif¬ 
ferent proposition. 

Even T.N. Seshan 
doesn't stand a chance if 
(here is Amitabh Bach- 
chan. available on a clear 
print, at the same time, in 
full stride. 

Meanwhile, the die¬ 
hard fans of Turn (on 
Zee) are in (he ihroe.s of 
the myslenous death of 
one of its principal cha¬ 
racters. ‘Who killed Dec- 
p^'k Seth?' The question 
is being repeated on all avaiia 
ble space, and answers are being sought, 
and large jmzes arc being offered to (he 

solver 

A similar question had gripped the 
US years ago when the hateful J.R. 
Ewing had copped it. in Oaths ‘Who 
killed JR?' had made it to the cover of 
Time, amid great hype and hoopla. 

It is a matter of conjecture wheih^ the 
same phenomenon will be repealed 
now. All we can say. looking at Tons 
and her ways, the guy's better off dead. • 
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Is the attack on a 
Christian organisation 
in Ghaziabad part of 
a larger conspiracy? 


T h<^) prefer u> live a sheherc<t 
{ife away from puMic gaze. 
Bui over the Iasi one year. 
ChrisiiaA nuns have been mak* 
ing newspaper headlines a lit- 
de tooofien. Suddenly, all over ihecoun- 
try ihesr missionaries have become the 
largei of miscreanis. The latest incident 
took place in Ghaziabad, not very far 
from Delhi. 

In the wee hours of Sunday. 2 April, a 
group of armed inirudera broke into 
Maria Sadan. the residential quartern of 
ihe Si Mary’s nuns at Surya Nagar in 
Chaziabad and brutally assaulted ai 
least five sisters. Belonging to the con* 
gregaiion of (he Hranci.scans, the five 
nuns — Sister Stanislaus (AO), Sister 
Effy (45). Sister Cecil (47), Sister Stella 
and Sister Angeli — now arc undergo* 
ing treatment ai the Holy Family Hospi¬ 
tal in New Delhi 





MISSION 
OF HATE 


But this was not the first lime (hat the 
nuns of the Chrisdan community have 
been aruicked. In Ihe recent past, miscre¬ 
ants have looted, attacked and even rap¬ 
ed the sisters before escaping. These 
atrocities have been committed in places 
such as Gajraula. Jogeshwar. KariyaJ 
and Gumla {see box). 

The incident has come as a great 
shock for (he nuns and the locals. The 
Maria Sadan was inaugurated on 25 
Februao' tWs year, and mosi of the 

sisters were naturally ww to Ghaziabad. 
They had come from Aligarh, iheir 
hea^uarters. 

Lo^s say that the incident could 
have been even more serious had it not 
been for Susheela, a maid .servant who 
was sleeping in the basement <j( the con¬ 
vent. On 2 April, Susheela suddenly 
woke up at around 2.30 am after she 


heard cries emanating from the floor 
above. She immediately went up lo find 
out what was wrong, bui the moment 
she reached there, she wib hit on the 
head by the attackers. 

Even then. Susheela didn't lose her 
presence of mind She sutned screaming 
for help. Soon, ocher :*oardersof (he 
Sadan gathered at the spot. In despera- 
lion, (he miscreanis siancd bashing up 
everyone. In ihe .scuffle. Sister Cecil 
managed to gel near the lelephonc. She 
rang up Father Xavier Vviakkekara of 
(he Media House, the adjvent building. 

"I rushed to Maria Sadan with five 
other people. On seeing us. (he miscre- 
anis jumped over (he convent wall. 
There was also u person perched on (he 
tree ouiside. giving signals to his men 
Inside (he Sadan. several sisters were 
lying in a pool i»f blond Mom <if them 


had sustained head injures. We immedi* 
ately look them to the Guru Teg Bahdur 
Hospitalrecalled Father Xavier. 

Meanwhile. Susheela. (he maid, was 
nowhere to be found. Fearing the worst. 
Father Xavier informed (be police. But 
thankfully, she was found the next mor* 
nmg. She later said thai in order to esca¬ 
pe from the cluiches of die miscreants, 
she had jumped from Ihe terrace. 8 ut she 
fell unconscious aBer she hit the ground. 

The injured sisters were later shifted 
10 HiAy Family Hospital in New Delhi, 
where the coi^bon of two nuns were 
stated to be seriouK. Both Sister Angeli 
and Sister Effy had sustained multiple 
skull fractures as a resull of being hit on 
(beir heads. 

U nlike in most other cases, the police 
did a good job this time. The cops 
immediaidy swung into action and 
made a couple of arrests. Said S.K. 
Garg, aenlor supehniendent of police of 
Ghaziabad. "As soon as the HR was 
fikd, we launched a massive manhunt to 
nib the miscreants. We also got sniffer 
from Delhi lo help us with the 
inveatigaiions. As it turned out. the snif¬ 
fer dogs need the crime lo the juggi set- 
dements in JhihMill colony in north¬ 
east Delhi. We inunediaiely arrested 
















Over the last couple 
years, Christiao 
DiisskxiarKS have 
been assaulted and 
even raped. And in 
many ofthe cases, the 
cnlpritsareyettobe 
nabbed 




and puMk grievances, who vi&ited 
Maria Sadan ami also Ihe hospital to see 
Ibe injured nuns, told Sirs day. "I don't 
know why these nuns who are giving 
protection to the poor and the needy are 
being attacked? It has h^^)ened in so 
many pJacev. I have been getting calls 
from aJI over India enquiring about the 
well-being of these nuns.* 

L ocals say that the attack on the nuns 
IS only an indication of the deteriom* 
ing law and order situation in Ghazia- 
bad. In fact, this western UP district has 
become a safe haven for criminals from 
all over the country. Only rcccnily. a 
leading businessman of the to«n, his 
wife a^ two children were hniully mur¬ 
dered in broad daylight. 

Then in January this year, a German 



(Aboft) Uiiloi 
■Initttf 
MargarttAIvi 
vttlitlit pun; 
<rltM)aiarli 
SidMip 
eiwIaM: 
brutal attMk 


Nanwa, a rickshaw*puller* 

The police claim that Nanwa confess¬ 
ed to have committed the crime. Interro¬ 
gations revealed that three others — 
Bhima, Bhartu and Naicsh — were par¬ 
ty to the crime. They were also arrested 
and Naresh reportedly told the cops that 
he went to Maria Sadan to commit robbe* 
ry and that he was unaware of the fart 
that nuns resided in that building. 

However, Father Vadakkekara and 
the other nuns do not buy the ihe<^ that 
the intruders were petty thieves. 
Although the police have recovered one 
saree and one watch from Nanwa, 
Father Vadakkekara refuses to accept 
these as evidence of robbery. "Why 
should these miscreants target the nuns, 
who own very few valuables? The 
motive was not robbery, but something 
else." he claimed. Margaret Alva. 
Union minister of state for personnel 


national. Wolfgang Bohringer, his Indi¬ 
an wife and their f1ve*month*okl child 
were attacked by miscreants. The list 
could go on. 

What's more. Bombay-style gang 
wars arc becoming common in Ghazia- 
bad. The police claim that most of the 
dacoiiies arid murders are being commit* 
ted by tribal gangs li kc the ^ansi s. Pardi s 
and Banwarts. 

One theory even had it that Maria 
Sadan wa.s actually attacked by mem¬ 
bers of a fanaiica] religious ivganisa- 
Uon. But the police quickly refuted such 
claims. 

Whatever be the truth. Ihe fact 
r^nains that Chrislian missionaries are 
being targeted cvery^^rv. What the 
police need to find out is wheOier there is 
a larger conspiracy behind this. ♦ 


Attack, Attack! 


Post incuienss invoiving 
Christian missionarks 

S uddenly. Chrietin mlariooiriei 
all over.the country are bdng 
ugeted for atucks «td the incitet in 
Ghaziabad on 2 ApriUn which five 
iratu were bnitaUy asaaultad >1 not in 
iaolated caae. iiwtaim of paai 

viokaco: 

• Oo ISioly. 1990.Kune 
utL^endfied men bre^ into (he 
reaideRlial wing of (he Si Mary's 
School in Unir Pndeih. 

The miscreants not only look away 
Rs 1in cash, but also raped two 
nuns 

Chief niinistsr 
Mulayam Singh Yadav 
viaiiedOiyrauU and 
ordered ao enquiry into 
(heiACideot 

The case was then 
transferred to the CID. 
Even though four people 
were trrested, ibe nuns of 
St Mary School conUnue 
to live in fear. 

• On 15 November, 

1990, Sister Veronln 
Sylvia (42) and Sister 
^a were brutally 
murdered in Bombey. 

Tbe police 
subsoquemly caught 
two former employees of a Christian 
organisation. Sne^ Sadan. Both the 
nuns were allegedly raped by the 
cnniMl s before b^g killed. 

• Nine sisterb of Mount Carmel 
School in Kariyal. Punjab, were 
raped by miscreants a few years 
back, liie KhaJtstMi Commando 
Force (KCFj, which was initially 
blamed for (he indderu. asked the 
culprits to surrender before ihe 
police. The threat woited and the 
culprits were anested- 

• Oq 25 Fc^uary this year. Sheer 
Rani Maria, a Franciscan DUd. was 
murdered near UdalMgar. in ibe 
Dewas district of Madhya ^adesh. 
Nothing has come ow of d>e 
inves ligations so far. 
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THOSC WHO SUIIVIVCD; babies being treated at the Krishnoftagar Hospital 

The deadly vaccines 


Several children die in an immunisation camp 


As Bishnu Das and his 
wife. Mitalii stood in 
the long queue outside 
the Debc^ram Subsi* 
diary Health Centre 
(SHC) in the Nadia 
district of West 
WEST BENGAL Bengal on the mom* 
ing of Monday* 3 
Apnl. to immunise their 11 •month-old 
dwghter. Bandana, little did they know 
about the horror chat was in store for 
them. 

By 10 am (he child was immunised 
against polio and measles. The family 
returned home only to discover that Ban¬ 
dana was running a lemperarure. Soon. 


the fever shot up. she soiled vomlititig 
and rashes appeared all over her body. 
As the helpless father and mother 
watched. Bandana's body began to turn 
bluish and exactly 12 hours after she was 
administered the vaccines. Bandana was 
de^. 

But tlK disturbing fact was that Banda¬ 
na was not the ooly one to fall a victim of 
the lethal drugs. Nine-moiuh*old Mincu 
Sheikh. 12-mooth-old $<»na. all died in 
quick succession with the same symp¬ 
toms as Bandana’;. (I was then that eve¬ 
ryone suspected that the vaccines were 
poisonous. 

Panic soon gripped Debogram and 
the ^joining villages of Netaji Nagir. 


Dingel. Bhaga Chandptir, Radbakani- 
pur. Bairampur artd lompukur. Parents 
who had their babies vaccinated rushed 
to (he Debogram SHC in the dead of 
night: at least 3B children were running 
high fever with swellings around (heir 
arms. 

By the morning of 4 April, a 
S.OOB-stiong crowd had gadtered outsi¬ 
de the health centre and rumour spread 
that at least 11 kids had died so far. 

Un^le to cope with the rush, the 
Debogram SHC medical ofTicer, Dr 
KfishnetMlu Choudhury. contacted the 
Shaktinagar hospital SO km away, and 
parents were asked to take their children 
there. 

















Meanwhile^ ihe angry crowds tbai 
had gathered outside the SHC grew vio* 
ient. They runsucked the medical centre 
and set it on tire. And when the suly 
divisional ofTlcer arrived on the spot, his 
car was also set on firv. The police then 
arrived on the scene and had to tob tear 
gas shells to di '<perse the mob. 

At Writers Buildings, the admimstra- 
live headquarters of the West Bengal 
government, there was great confusion 
about the number of deaths. InUiallyv the 
toll was pul at eight. But late on Tuesday 
night, a senior slate offkial contacted 
reporters to claiify that fourchddren had 
died. And the next day, the govenimem 
reduced the death figures to three. Both 
chief minister Jynti Rasu and health 
minister Prasanta Sur were away in 
Chandigarh attending the CF1(M) pany 
conference when the tragedy occurred. 
Later, power minister fiidyui Ganguly, 
who was in charge in Basu's absence. 
U)ld reporters, The circumstances led 
us to rely on the Hgures provided verbal¬ 
ly by itK district magi si me. (he police 


superintendent and the local MLA. We 
did not have the time lo verify. 

As an em ergen cy measure, the state 
fovenuneni has slopped its inununisa- 
(kn ^ve and has banned the use of all 
vaccines which carry dw same batch 
number as the ones used in Debogram. 
Under instnjctions from iyoti Basu. the 
government has even set up a probe com- 
nunee headed by Dr Amiya Hati of the 
School of Tropical Medicines. But its 
repon will take some time to come. 

Initial invesiigaiions have revealed 
the following: 

• li was the measles vaccine, and not the 
oral polio diMes. that caused (he deaths. 

• It IS possibk that the vaccines were 
nm Stored properly. The medicines have 
10 be kept un^ refrigeratiun and most 
rural medical centres do not have such 
facilities. Bui a iicciion of Ihe doctors 
vgue thtf in such circumstances, the vac¬ 
cine merely loses its potency; it does not 
become ledkiJ. 

• H uman error can also lead to contami¬ 
nation. If unstenlised needles are used 
for vaccinaiion, il is possible that fore¬ 
ign substances could enter the baby's 
body. The Debogram SHC does not use 
disposable syringes. 

But the probe committee has already 
come up against a huxdk. Since most ik 
the ampoules that were used for vaccina¬ 
tion have been destroyed by (he rampag¬ 
ing crowds, it may never be abk lo get to 
the truth 

An immediate fall-out of (his tragedy 
is that Ihe West Bengal govemmeni's 
immunisation programme, which had 
picked up momentum over the last two 
years, has received a serious setback. 
Even in dismets where immunisation 
has not been banned, doctors and nurses 
are wary of vaccinating children. In fact, 
such the scare dial (heCakunaMunici- 
palCoiporationhadtostopitsirTununisa- 
tion drive in all 12 centres after it was 
found that • consignment bearing the 
suspect batch numbn has been received 
by it. 

And it isn't that only doctors and 
medical staff are hesitani to hive their 
children immunised. As a mother of a 
ll-monthKild child put it 'I would 
rather have him crippled for life than 
have him immunised * • 



The new boss 


Chief minister J.B. Patnaik 
tightens his hold 
over the party 

® ' I Within three weeks of 
a«(uming office. Oris¬ 
sa chief minister J.B. 
Patnaik has managed 
to resolve the dissiden- 
ce within the Con- 

•- ' gfes.s in Orissa. 

The revolt against JB, 
led by his deputy 
Hemananda Biswal. has been crushed 
and is not likely to resurface in ihc near 
future. Patnaik ch<Ke lo remain unfazed 
afler BiswaJ threatened to resign from 
the Cabinet. The party high command 
advised Bcswal against precipitating the 
crisis funher. Following this, BiswaJ 
had little choice but lo return to Bhubo- 
neswar io attend to his work, 

Hemananda Biswal. a former chief 
minister, was angry because he fell lhai 
he was not given his due wcighiage in 
the newJy-conslitutcd Mate Cahinci. He 
was also sore over the allocation of port¬ 
folios in relation to Basant Kumar 
Biswal ^ a non-iriboJ leader who was 
also made a deputy chief minister. With 
Basant Kumar being projected as the 
second-in-command in the iB Cabinet. 
Hamananda felt "humiliated". 

With about half a dozen influential 
Congress MLAs revolting for not being 
inducted into the ministry, it seemed 
(hat JB was in trouble. But Hemananda 
Biswal failed to lead these dissaiisHed 
legislators. And that was when Patnaik 
and Bason I Ri&wal stepped in. 71x7 suc¬ 
ceeded in pacifying the renegades, most¬ 
ly by promising them berths in the minis- 
uy in its next phase of expansion. Some 
were also promised plum posts in 
government undertakings. 

Hemananda Biswal was soon isola¬ 
ted. Patnaik even succeeded in appeas¬ 
ing his sworn detractors. Nandini Satpa- 
diy and K.C. Lenka, by appointing the 
fonner as the chairperson of the state 
planning board and inducting the latter 
as a member of the Cabinci with two 
impiwni portfolios —re venue and tran¬ 
sport. Patnaik now ha.s the suppi>n of 7.s 
MLAs in (he 80-member Congress 
Legislature Pony. 
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Congresv' poll debacle in Bihar has 
also c«ne as a shoe in (he arm for JB 
The chief minister's supporters point 
out dial the parry high command will 
nov/ think twice before upstaging Pai- 
naik. They go on to add that the parry 
would have fared much better in the 
state had Patnaik been given a free hand 



ASSEimNG Hmsa/: IB. Patftaik 


in (he selection of candidates. 

Ash is, Prime Minister P.V. Narastm* 
ha ftao is wary of a section of Ori ssa Coo* 
gressmen joining the Arjun Sin^ camp. 
The possibility arose when a delegation 
of partymen met Singh during hh recent 
vlsti to Andhra Pradesh. Interestingly. 
JB has also kept open his line with Arjun 
Singh. 

With his triumphant return to power. 
Patnaik is steadily lightening his bold 
over the pany. His task ha.s become 
easier aAer be woo over Basant Biswal 
to his side. With Basant BiswaJ Joining 
the Patnaik camp, the rebels have vinual- 
lylost their teeth. 

Patnaik's postdtM) will be further 
strengthened i f he i s successful in the for¬ 
thcoming by-etcctions. The chief mini¬ 
ster did not coniCsSt during the recently- 
concluded Assembly polls. To become a 
member of the legiviaiure, he will have 
to be elected before the middle of 
September. 

No doubt, (he Oppoution Janata Dal 
and JB*s adversaries in the Congress 
would like to see him defeated. Patnaik 
will have to tread cautiously. • 


NEWS 


Squabbling sisters 


The Manipur Assembly passes a resolution opposing 
the demand for a greater Nagaland 


Two of the seven 
sisters are on a colli¬ 
sion course. At stake 
is (he demand for giea- 
ter NagaJastd, an issue 
which has raised its 
hcttl from time lo 

MAKIPUR lime. In September, 
19B4. (he Nagaland 
Assembly passed a private member's 
resolution seeking unification of conti¬ 
guous Naga-inhabited areas under one 
administrative unit. Now, in a signifK- 
ant move to oppose the demand for grea¬ 
ter Nagaland, the Manipur Assembly 
has not only condemned (he Nagaland 
resolution but has also pledged to fight 
for the lemtorial integrity of Manipur. 

The “hisioric resolution' moved dur¬ 
ing the recent budget session of the Man i • 
pur Assembly by Rajkumar Ranbir 
Singh — lea^ (he Opposition 
also strongly denounced all demand*; for 
homeland in Manipur. And fur the first 
(imc. the Manipur A^wmbly decided to 
oppose the greaier Nagaland theory and 
the resolution was unanimously passed. 

There is nothing new in the Naga uni- 
Hcaiion demand. Bui what has alarmed 
political leaders in Imphal — particular¬ 
ly (he non-Naga leaders — is the Naga¬ 
land resolution raised by Vamuzo. 


These leaders strongly suspect (hat the 
Narasimha Rao government at the Cen¬ 
tre it adoj^ng a "Naga appeasement 
policy" which, they fear, may well lead 
to disintegration of Manipur. There may 
be some basis in their apprehension as 
close on the heels of the Nagaland resolu¬ 
tion, the Kohima-based Naga Students 
Federation (NSF) circulated a booklet, 
urging the youth (o fight for a greater 
Nagaland. 

The booklet, as was expected, created 
a furore in Manipur. Wha( is more, the 
booklet also showed a map of the propos¬ 
ed (erriio^. U claimed that four of 
the eight districts of Manipur actually 
belonged lo (he Nagas. These districK 
were Senapati, Tamcnglong, Ukhnil 
and Chandel. The Manipur P^lcs Par¬ 
ly — a pro-Meiiei outfit — sieged that 
(he VamuTo Bill and (he NSF call were 
pan of a calcu latcd move (o an nex Mani • 
pur's territory by Nagaland. "Naga 
ultras fighting for an independent Naga¬ 
land are also throwing their weight 
behind (his demand", charged Ranbir 
Singh while moving his resolution. 

Singh'H coitcem was also shared by 
(he memberx of (he ruling pany. 
However, Naga legislators participating 
in (he marathon discussion in (he Assem¬ 
bly observed that the House was over¬ 
reacting. "Vamuzo was only trying lo 


Ranbir Singh (Ufi) an^Rishang Keising 
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The dividing line 


Tst MMipsr AftteeMy hat 
opsowd tin dm an d fori 

praatar liiilMd 


The Chakmas want their own Union Territory carved 
out of the state 


A raaalirtloiitatiikiaffact, 
novadbyOppailtlaa laadar 
Ralkmar RaaMi lla|ii, waa 
paaiad ananlmaiialy la Uia 
Hiaaaihhf 


Thi aim liai eoaia as a 

raprim far aPlaf Blalaf ar 
aWiaai Kaldilai wPo haa 
baaa aaeuaad of aialatalalag 
llaka eltli Napa aAdatproaad 
aaHita 


salvage hii image by raising the issue. 
They did not ctmsuli the Nagas in Mani* 
pur while adopting the resolution. Mani- 
purl Nagas are <^posed to the demand 
for a greater Nagaland”, they declared. 
But Manipur chief mimsier Rishang Kei- 
shing. himself a prominent Naga leader, 
regretted that “Attempts are being made 
to ptuvoke the Nagas in Manipur by putt¬ 
ing them in the dock whenever the 
people of Nagaland raise the demand”. 

Statements made by (he legislators 
from each camp make it clear that the 
Naga and the non-Naga members do not 
see eye to eye over the issue. When Naga 
and Meitei legislators began to pass the 
buck for whipping up communal ten¬ 
sion in Man i pur. (he Speaker had to inter¬ 
vene. directing the ML As to confine 
(heir speeches to the main issue only. 
During (he deliberations, the central 
government also came under fire for iu 
alleged divide-and-rule policy. 

But in the end. the House unanimous¬ 
ly adopted (he resolution and agreed lo 
send a copy of it to the Speaker of the 
Nagaland Assembly. The res^ution 
moved by Ranbir Singh came as a bless¬ 
ing in disguise for Reishang Keishing 
who was facing charges of having links 
with (he Naga underground outfits and 
supporting (he demand for greater 
Nagaland. By seeing (he resolution 
through. Keishing can look forward to 
shnjg off some of the charges levelled at 
him. a 


Chakmas in Mizoram, 
numbering around 
70.000, are dissatis¬ 
fied. They have a fair¬ 
ly long list of grievan¬ 
ces. It has been alleg¬ 
ed that the Buddhist 
MtZORAM Chakmas are being 
neglected by the domi¬ 
nant Christian Mizos; they are mired in 
social and educaiJonaJ backwardness; 
promises of their economic U|rii0ment 
have not been met. Moreover, the Chak- 
mas allege that they are considered 
aliens in their homeland by the Mizob. 
This is because nearly 50 per cent of the 
Chakmas art likely lo fir^ their names 
struck off when (he new electoral roll is 
published 

Recently, the Chakma dissatisfactiM 
has boiled over. Late Iasi month, leaders 
of sevend Ch^;ma ooiCns submitted a 
memorandum lo Prime Minister P.V. 
Nara>imha Rao and Union home mini¬ 
ster S.B. Chavan. The Chakmas wanted 
a Union Territory lo be carved not of 
Chakma*inhabited areas along Mizo* 
ram s western border wiih Bangladesh. 
The memorandum was signed by S.P. 
Dewan. former MLA and the president 
of the Youngmen Buddhist Associaiion, 


The preskJen( of the Young Chakma 
Assncia(i<in along wiih 22 village coun* 
cil presidenis also put their signatures. 

The Chakma demand for a Union Ter- 
rilevy clearly puh this community on a 
collision course with the Mizoram 
government Accsmlingto a senior poli¬ 
ce officer in Ai/awl. "After our bruf>h 
with the minority Hmar inbesrrten ^ 
who also wanted ihc ir own homeland — 
(be lasi thing wc need is the emergence 
of yet another sub-nalion^ist sentimenl 
in a remote area of the ^taie." 

What rues (he Chakma.s most is that 
over 40.000 out of their total population 
of 70.000 are now living outside the 
jurisdiction of (he Otakma district coun¬ 
cil. Chakma leaders allege that the niot 
cause of (his anomaly Is a factual ly incor¬ 
rect daui sheet submitted by Stfijihan 
Das. a former chief commissioner of 
Miroram.tothe Boundary Award Com- 
m i ssion while rccommendi ng the forma¬ 


tion of district councils in Mizoram. 

The problem for the Chakmas has 
been funher compounded with the state 
joint chief electoral officer declaring 26 
January. 1950. as (he cut-off date for the 
identification of foreigners. Alleged for¬ 
mer Mizoram chief minister and presi¬ 
dent of (he Opposition People's Confe- 
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DISSATISFIED: Chakma refugees 


rcncc. Bng.trctd.) T. Sailo. "There is an 
unabated flow of Bangladeshi Chakmas 
in Mi/uram and we certainly cannot- 
accsanmodale them in our slate," But 
according to S.P. Dewan, "Our tribesm¬ 
en have been living in the stalewestern 
rim even before these arcus were amalga¬ 
mated with the Cl >twhile Lushoi Hills of 
Assam in 1$9S." 

Chief minister Lalthanhuwla. as well 
as the authorities in New l>clhi, do r»ot 
favour the division of Mizortun, In order 
to imfvove the plight of the Chakmas, 
the Centre has asked Ihc state govern¬ 
ment It) pul greater einf^asis on the bor¬ 
der area development progrunimes. L^l* 
(honhawlu also cannot afford to alienate, 
the Chaknids who hold the key to the par¬ 
ty's victory in at least three Assembly 
seats in south Mi/iiram, • 
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Living on the edge 

Indian human rights groups highlight the problems 
faced by Bhutanese refugees 


Hihiiic strife h&'i bee<v 
me a vhronic feature 
in South Asian 
countries. And even 
Hi tndia has its own 
share of the prubkm. 
whenever its nei^h> 
hours experience such 
a conflict, the country 
inevitably gets involved — willingly or 
otherwise. Refugees from Bhutan — 
who are of Nepalese origin — present 
the latest case in point. 
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THE NOWHERE PCOPU: Bhu/anese 
refugees tn Mia 

At present, about one lakh of these 
refugees are living in camps in Nepal 
and at least 22,000 are in India. Since 
their exodus began in 1991. they had 
time and again approached the govern¬ 
ments of India and Nepal to take up the 
issue with the authorities in Bhutan 

During their recent campaign lour in 
Calcutta, representatives of the People's 
Forum for Human Rights. Bhutan 
(PPHRB). alleged; “While the Nepalese 
government has taken up (he case of Bhu¬ 
tanese refugees living on its soil with (he 


Bhutanese regime, India ha.s simply 
kept^uiei.* 

While pointing out that “India is host 
to thousai^s of refugees from neighbou¬ 
ring countries," the delegate^ said. "It is 
shocking lhat only Bhutanese refugees 
ait subjected to di^rimination, haras¬ 
sment. illegal handing over and no relief 
uiviMancc" 

However, the refugee leaders realised 
that Nepal, on its own. might not be able 
to pressurise (he government m Bhutan 
to rehabilitale (he displaced populatioi. 
This has become especially clear after 
the failure of the recent Nepal-Bhutan 
talks in the wake of the cornmunim pony 
coming to power in Nepal. 

The refugees have now decided lo per¬ 
suade India funher to take up cudgels on 
their behalf. And (his (hey are trying to 
do by enl isiing i he support of (he human 
rights groups in India. 


The PFHRB delegation held a day¬ 
long workshop and a public meeting in 
Calcutta in colbborution with the Asso¬ 
ciation for Protection of Democratic 
Rights (APDR). West Bengal The latter 
is a coastituent of the SAARC Human 
I Rights Network. 

They are also planning to launch a 
major campaign during the aiming 
SAARC summit in New Delhi lo beheld 
from 2 May, 1993. in associaiioii with 
human righisorganinations in the capital. 

Meanwhile. Bishnu Hradhan, a leader 
oS I he PKHRR, told Si siiay that he had 
recently visited the United Nations in 
New York u>present liwireuse, “imema- 
tUMiaJisaiion of the issue dctlnitcly 
would pnKect Bhutanese refugees bs>lh 
in exile and upon rcpairiution." he said. 

Already, PFHRB has been able to 
muster some iniemiilional support us its 
founder-chairman. Tcknath Ri/ul, has 
been adopted as «i 'prisoner of coiiscjvn- 
ce'by the London-based Amocsiy Imer- 
naiio^(AI). Ri/al.a former mernher of 
the Bhutan National Assembly unci the 
Royal Advisory Council, is being held 
i ncoffl muflicadu i n u pri son cump in B hu • 
(an since t989. The Al has mude world¬ 
wide appeals for his release. • 

Mti/Cjfcutt* 


Onanew high 

Drug addicts in Mizoram and Manipur are 
switching over to painkillers 


WKtt diyi. drug addicU id the 
I r¥X\h<nt ire looking for newer 
imoxkiDts. With (he Mpply of 
heroin going down steadily uIa dw 
euihorities restricttdg the sate ik 
Iii)Dar. addicts id Musram and Mai- 
pur have swKched over to coremotdy- 
availafcde painkillers. AccoRfiag to 
officiai esttmaies. (he addictive use 
of paiakiliers his already diemed 40 
Um io the two states in (he paA one 
year, 

The drug-pQsbers are m^QBg a 
bcelioe for the innocuous Proxyvoru 
a P Ai n H I lfT naou^ctned by the 
Bombay-baaed Woddwrdi. And an 
overdoee of the dryghes eiraa<^ pro* 
ved fatal for a /ayaher of pac^ 
Accordiag a>Mieacaai'i axdee oodi* 
miasMoer. R. Lai Zavt, da penooi 
have diod ia the stale after uksi| 


regular doaes of Proxy von and Niiro' 
san in January alme. The death toll 
has already crossed 12 in Manipur's 
ChunctUAdpur dUtricL A survey 
recently uodenaken by (he excise 
department in Aizawl has found the 
number of bardeeve addicts at 91 \ 
which Includes 58 women. Of these, 
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Scripting a controversy 

The ruling Left Front and the Opposition fight over the 
language issue 




I' I. 


lOiOlO 


The script in which a 
language is rendered 
may be a concern for 
linguists. But in Tripu* 
ra, political panics 
have thrown in their 
lot in a coninwersy 
TRlPUkA which is rockine the 
state. While ilte 
Opposition Tripura Upajati Juba Samily 
(TCjJS) is in favour uf using the Roman 
script for Kokborak language — the 
language of nine lakh tri^s the rul* 
ing CPKM) favoun the use of the 
Bengali script. 

Recently, the controversy was resur* 
rccted when the Tripura Tribal Area 
Autonomous District Council 
<TTAADC) decided to introduce the 
Roman script at the primary school level 
where Kokbarak is the medium of 
insuuction. This was not surprising 
because the TTAADC was un^ the 
control of the CongresS'TUiS combine. 

685 are believed to be Proxyvon 
pushers. 

Desperate drug-puaben are dilut*' 
ing crushed Proxyvon capsules in 
water. The mixture is then injected 
into the veins. According to Donald 
Ingiy. additional collecuv of central 
excise and customs in Imphal. most 
deaths have been caused by air bub> 
bles which eoto* the veins while tak¬ 
ing the ir^ecticas. 

Ingty feels that a large cumber of 
addicts ait now switetnog over to 
ftoxyvon because lanugglbkg of 
heroin from Myanmar to hfittavn 
and Manipur has legUtoed a dedjne 
in fecem times. As a result, one gram 
of the gritty, dust-cokwred faeroio 
DOW costs Ra ISOinlmphaiiiagaui- 
at Rs 60 a year ago. vhtb the itrp 
increase in the price of bada. 
adriiciis have also rMomd 10 taldng, 
fmo Proxyvao. drugs UJr 
S udeooL NUzoaaa aod emtooaly 
caougb. a coughsyn^ called Pbeniy- 
dyl. 

Proxyvcp^huie has M tern 
bans rlA|in| in both ibd 

Mtooiim.Aiiprecaadgnmymaaic 


i 


h 


RCVCAIMG MS CtNMCC: rAie/ 
mimsfer Dotorath Deh 

Amiya Debbarma. executive member 
of the TTAADC and promineni TUJS 
leader, ha.s announced (hai Roman hcript 


re. the autboribes have instrwted the 
drugstores in MiaonmrKNlosell^O' 
xyvon and a few other medicines 
without a valid prescription 
The authorities have seized a num¬ 
ber of canons contaiAiAi these medi- 
ciitcs which are now rxMcd through 
clandestine channels to Aizawl from 
Slldiar. A number of church commit¬ 
tees have also mounted a puUicity 
campaign against the new menace. 

The fall in the toppky of heroin has 
also led to a boom in tlW ganja traffic 
in the region. Accoediog to an estima¬ 
te. over one lakh fdio of ganja. bound 
for Nqiel. was snuggled out of Mani¬ 
pur leal year to UP and Bihar, 

Eves with the price of heroin 
dot^lmg, the drag mnacr in die 
north-easi rimws 00 signet let up. 
e^edaUy whb more and moie 

a&Ktiawiidih^todtMperaltenw- 
dvH. Ob hU ttocat visit to the aiea, 
Cvisaophsr Rondd. die louithcat 
Aivt ef Unhed Narioos 
Drag Ccotrol Pto gn puae 
AmDCP), IM also vM hb 
CQMQL.^ 


would be inimduccd m the primary kvcl 
from the next >evsion. 'At pn:^:nt. Kok- 
barak is the medium of in^IrucUon in 
597 primary schools in the Qkiix II area 
out of a total 1.771 schnoU. Wc have 
decided to introduce the Roman scripi M 
least in those vchooU where Kokbaruk is 
(he medium of i nstruciion '*. sjid Dchhar > 
ma. He also revealed that suiiublc hooks 
for these schools have ulrcnJy been 
printed. 

Chief minister Dasaraih Deh. 
however, feels that Kokbarak language 
cannot be rendered well in the Roman 
script. "I have written a book called Kok- 
harak Chhouranfi where I have clearly 
menuoned ihol the Bengali script will he 
appropriate for (he language", says Deh. 

Aghore Debbarma. tribal welfare 
minister, pointed oui thai the Tripura 
National Volunteers (TNV) had tried to 
use the Roman script in Trif>uyo Sutr, the 
party’s organ. But the p'lper has reveried 
back to the Bengali script. 

If the TTAADC plan contes ihrtHjgh, 
at least 80.000 inbal students will 
receive their education in the Roman 
script (rofn the next session, 6ui (heir 
future appeara hicak. Tripura education 
minister Anil Sarkor said t>iai Left Front 
will reintroduce the Bengali script if 
they come to power in the TTAADC, 

As far back 1978, the I'lrsl Left 
I Front government hod recognised Kok- 
I bvak as one of the official languages of 
the stale. Curiously. Kokbarak did not 
have its own script and was rendered in 
Bengali, After it wus founded in 1967. 
the TUiS wanted to introduce (he 
Roman script. 

Linguist Kumud Kundu Chnudhuri 
feels that Kokbarak should be rendered 
in the Bengali script with certain modifi¬ 
cations, He alleged that some tribal 
leadera were pressurised by certain 
church organisations to raise the 
demand for the Roman script. 

There is confusion in TUJS circles 
over the issue. '^J.S leader and former 
agricultural minister Nagendra Jartujii- 
ya said. ’When I wrote a book of short 
sione.s inf he Bengali script, I was Labell¬ 
ed an agent of the Bengalis. And when 1 
wrote an article in the Roman script, 1 
was labelled an agent of the church. 
What should we do?" 

According lo poei RatuI Debbarman. 
there should be a convemion of tribal 
intellectuals, linguists, politicians and 
litterateurs to find out a suitable script. 
Olhenvise. the new tribal generiition is 
likely 10 face an uncertain future. • 






At loggerheads 

A top Karnataka forest official's theory on logging angers Greens 


A I a time when felling trees is year. Activist groups are womed that 
moraJly indefeasible and prcserv- the timber lobby might just win b^k its 
ing ecological balance is a popu- right to further deplete the sute's 
lar concern, the test way to preserve the already precarious forests, 
country’s rich tropical forests, one What has shucHcd the Greens most is 
assumes, would fcK the *hands>ofr that tte proposal has come from the 
approach. highly-regar^d Pvameshwarappa. 

But the Karnataka forest department, whose term will expire in a couple of 
apparently. ha.s other ideas. The .suie*s months. One of his former colleagues 
principal chief conservator of forests, S. and a respected officer during his tenure 
Parameahwarappt. mainuins that fell- in (he department. K M. Chinnappa, 
ing trees is not just acceptable, but i mpe* said. *1 cannot believe ihai Parameshwa- 
rativeforthe preservation of the ecok^- nppi, who had supported me in conser* 
cal balance of natural forests which can vation issues.coulda>me upwiih this sil- 
regenerate and grow faster only through ]y idea.” 

human intervention. Pnveen Bharghav. heading a group 

Ibis seemingly absurd 
proposition termed 
’scientific logging’ came 
from the state’s topmost 
forest officer abMt a 
month ago. There are 
patches of forests, he 
argues, which have too 
many trees for faai regene¬ 
ration. There is. thus, a 
strong case for felling old 
trees which pose a fire 
haeard and can help meet 
the growing demand for 
timber. 

His proposal, waiting 
to be sent shortly for 
government approval, 
has triggered a puMic out¬ 
cry, with enraged citizens 
flooding tiK letters 
columns in local dailies 
describing 'Kienbflc log¬ 
ging' as "a nomenclature Ugflu ht prngt wi: wik hn mm lei b ea ttky tr 

for forest plunder”. , 

ftedictably, environmemal groups jjijj Wildlife Firsl, said: ■Since when 
are up in arms against the forest tSepatt- have natural foresu needed man’s inter¬ 
ment. Tliey are now determined to slop ,o regenerate and grow?" Added 

the government from clearing the propo- u|]„ Karanfli, a well-known cwiserva- 
sai. They have just reasons for concern. tionUt."his&r>cifulofPa.araeshwaf^ 
Karnataka, wluch once had a 33 per cent patoihinkihatforesiswhichhaveevolv- 
forest cover, has a mere 22 per cent over millions of years need help o( 
today with mindless logging chieHy res- the lOO-and-odd-yeai-old forest depart- 
ponsible for the loss. mem to grow" 

It is gri m stiiist ics like thi s thei cli nch* Parameshwerappe’s answer to all this 

ed the issue for enviroAmentaJisis who is: "Ecological fundamentalism is noi 
made the government slap a five-year theanswerforconservation. Because, as 
ban on all logging which lapses late this long as man did not need the forests, the 
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Ulflag ht pr agt wi: wik hn rom let b ea ltky treag? 


forests did not need man either. Since 
now man needs the forest for its produ¬ 
ce, il is necessary that he ^uld interfe¬ 
re in its processes by using what he has 
leamt of forest management so far.” 

The officer maintains that satellite 
images have confirmed that Karnataka 
has certain pockets of forests which are 
overcrowd^ with trees. “Our forests 
can sustain about 140 cubic metre of 
wood per hectare and these pockets have 
nearly 200 cubic metre. Therefore, site- 
specific treatment can be adopted with 
no harm lo ihe forest's cover." He adds. 
'Anyway, mature trees, even if they arc 
green, are not of much ecological use 
H lATisH since they have lost the 
maximum capacity lo 
absorb carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere." 

The Greens contend 
that while felling a few 
trees need not harm the 
soil or the forest's soil 
conservation ability or 
denude the habitat of lar¬ 
ger mammals, selective 
logging IS still noi permis¬ 
sible if overall diversity 
of the species is to be 
retained. 

Parameshwanppa 
refers to Dr N.D, Brown 
of Oxford University, 
who says felling of old 
trees — 'canopy lifting’ 
in forest management par¬ 
lance—would help fore- 
. sts icgencnte faster as 

** they need light, gaps and 

good seeds. "Scientifle 
logging would also ensure that one parti- 
cu lar species does not dom i nale the fore¬ 
st ai (he cost of the weaker ones," 
ex^ains the forest officer. 

The Greens found It laughable, and 
Karanth pointed out: "India's tropical 
forests are a diverse mix of natui^ly- 
evolved species with none of them domi * 
nailng ihe others. If Pararrwshwareppa 
boiTows the European model of forest 
management. India, too, will go (be way 

of Europe and end up without forests." • 













niankyoHfbr 
the music 

■ If you had a yen for ihoM 
gotd^ old songa but didn’ i 
know where lo tunt to. here’s 
news for you. [f a plan made 
by the Or8mo^)one Compa¬ 
ny of India—now HM V— 
comes through, all you have 
to do now is insert a coin into 
a slot-machine, pick your 
number and be treated to the 
song of your choice. 

CaJeuna will soon have 
India's first music archive. 
What's mure, eight slot- 
machines will be imported 
from America for the benefit 
of the city's music-buffs 
with an ear for the esoteric 
and the rare. 

Curiously, the archive, 
now underway in Dum 
Dum, in north Calcutta, is 
going to be housed in a build¬ 
ing which was used by the 
Bntish Army as an autopsy 
room towards the beginning 
of this century. ButthcfHace 
will now be brought to life 
with sophisticated gadgeiry. 
air-conditioned rooms and 
mind-blowing music 

The house of music i» (he 


brainchi Id of HMV' s chief 
eaecutive Anup Hoon who is 
now busy collecting records, 
cassettes and compact discs. 
Many of these wi11 be collec- 
lors' items, gathered from 
various pans of India. Some 
are even brought from 
abroad 

Besides, HMV's very 
own collection of 1 5.000 
albums are be mg recorded 
afresh. HMV has signed an 
agreement with antecedents 


of the now-ektinct Hin¬ 
dustan Reewds Company 
^^lich will give the funner 
access to a huge collection of 
<Ad Bengali songs. 

And the musical fare will 
span from Kamatic mu^ic to 
the very best of western 
musk thftHigh the years. 
Besides, the archive will 
have facilities fur musk 
appreciation. 

All this should bring a lot 
ofjoy tothe city. 


SEPARATED AT BIRTH? ? 


Win >a na euHnt 4 iir>eNS 



BMtR 

% While on Ihe subject of 
musk. 

Pup icon Michael Jackson 
rtkay ^hailed as the greatest 
entertainer of the century , 
but there are aoine who 
remai n si ngu lari y uni mpre ss- 
ed by the superstar’s brand 
of music. 

This was revealed 
much to (he relief of Ananth 
Patwardhan — in U jire villa¬ 
ge of koiith Kamaiaka. Pai- 
wardhan. a farmer, has long 
been plagued by wild pigs 
who raid^ his field from 
time to time and devoured 
the crop. One day. the pigs 
came when Palwordhun's 
cousin was listening to 
Jackson. 

The pi gs took one earfu I 
of the Jackson blast and deci¬ 
ded to Just b/ai it And since 
then, whenever the beasts 
come to invade his fields. 
Patwardhan merrily gives 
them a heavy dose of Jack- 
son music which stops the 
pigs dead in their tracks. 

You jui<t can't win 'em alt. 
wacko Jacko! • 
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MILESTONES 


RCLEASei): A ipedy Mu^on ICL Salgil. by 

UglUQ Sukli Rmd in 

ChMdlfMh. on 4 Aptil, to coaunaDome dK uager'a 91 St 

bMiwivanaQ'. 

itfCIlP: R>Tj KwlBin, Cwiww aoaiiMe as 

ue 3 AfrfL 


gaUdhOvfflDeni «Mba.oa4 Aprtl. 
wifti rtiytW. Oft 3 A^ 

♦ .a 

KiLNilr. faM cMef nponer of d» Freas Ti 


efimnerofi 

A^.HewM 


ofttaeftcasTnut 

VM80. 


^ -v 


the Bombay Crkkec Asiociato. on6 April. He waa 71. 

A WARDED: Ihe pcettlgioui Jack OoMbera t«crd ftr 
1994 to Ik B .B. Siflgh. bead of the radsttiOil n 
btodtomistry diviaioo M riK Bhabba Aaook Reaeanh 

Centre. Bombay. ia racognMoo of bt workofi ciDca 
research. 

RESJQNED: NltM KuiW. Syrag Pam leader, ftom 
the nterobenhip of the Lfik Sahha. on 7 Apnt owtriag 
men] responi&iliiy for his party's debade 1 a the Bi& 
AsaemUy polls. 

ARREBTBD: RiWtn t BChd av a. maaaglDg^feceor of 
MS Shoes, by the Cemi] Bureu of lavanigiskDos 7 
April, in New D^. 

OeVELORBD: $upw RtoB by letenttsa of the Ceni^ 
Rke ReMareb IftMicatt* Cuttack. Named LimlBIlB, this 
varlaiy prodaeua 2S 10 30 par cent iDora rice (hiD the 
cc romoa higb-yidd vmiy. 


•upo*v4«-iBwniw 
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KUSUMBHANDARI 


BEGINNING !(> APRIL /W 


ARIES 


ill Man k-20ApHh 

Y our menial ability wilt 
allow you to see 
solutions to seemingly 
intractable working 
problems. Supchors will 
have cause to be impressed 
with your efftctency and 
ingenuity. They may see fit 
to award you a bonus or a 
permanent pay raise. You 
will be able to relax in the 
face of difficulties. 

TAURUS 


iH April'ldMu^t 

E mployers are likely lo 
insist that you pul in full 
potenUal. while you will 
want 10 take it easy. For oocc 
you will not be able to joke 
your way oul of awkward 
situations. Charm will not be 
enough to cairn angry 
people. More imaginative 
use of financial reserves can 
prove beneficial. Avoid 
gambling. 

GEMINI 


(2! 

T his is a week that is likely 
to suit you completely. 
Now is the lime to sit back 
and recharge your baiier^es. 
You don't need excitement 
or emertainment ^ doing 
next to nothing will keep you 
happy. It sccm& that you 
have been working hard of 
laic. $0 take a well-deserved 
brt»k. 


CANCER 


<11 Jniic~20Jnl\f 
Vhose who are rest le:ss in 
I their current jobs shmld 
now get busy searching out 
more interesting and 
better^paid jobs. Such 
positions may not be hard to 
find. But don't set your 
sights too high either. Be 
realistic where your abilities 
are concerned. 


LEO 


illMyJOAuKHin 

A void provocative 
statements or actions. 
Let sleeping dogs lie. It 
would be a mistake to hold 
the indisereiions of others 
over their heads any longer. 
You may get bogg^ down 
in legal details and 
conditions. Be even'honded 
with mates and spouses. 
Nothing positive will come 
out of power confrontations. 


I LIBRA 


il t Srpirmhrr~2C Ortohrr) 

P ul business and 
occupational matters 
completely aside and have a 
whale of a time Viui the 
theatre or meet friends for a 
drink Of achat. You ace 
unlikely to have the will to 
delve into senous business 
matters. But if the matter is 
urgent, you may have to. 
Chi Idren will be cheerful 
companions 



VIRGO 


<21 Aunass-20 Srptetithert 

B usiness or mmani ic 

pajmer% can be far from 

cooperative The lime for 
partings or a complete 
shake'Up may have come. 
Members of working groups 
or teams may prove to be 
incompaliblc and constantly 
bickering. They may be 
treading on each oUki's toes. 


SCORPIO 


<21 OclM^lONos'fmhtri 

Y OU might be in danger of 
over-reaching yourself. 
Don't expect penile in 
authority to make special 
exceptions of you. Nothing 
is lilviy to come your way 
without you having to pay a 
price. Thtrt' s 1 ittle c^ce 
of arranging time off for 
extended weekends. 


SAGITTARIUS 


l2l N<^<fm^r~10[>ccmh«r) 

I I is best to keep romantic 
partners and friends well 
apvx. Ga^ of imeresu are 
likely lo occur if such 
mixtures t^e place. And 
though you may suddenly 
see peo^ you have known 
as f^nds in a romaniic light, 
il is inadvisable lo pursue the 
matter. You will have to 
stand your ground now. 

CAPRICORN 


<21 l>frfmbfr2(tJonmr\) 

Y ou probably need to 
conserve your energies 
now. Don't lake on more 
than you can handle Leave 
bigger and more demanding 
undenakings until a time 
when you are feeling more 
active. Officials and other 
influential people may be 
willing to overlook fmarcial 
indiscretions or liberties you 
have taken. 

AQUARIUS 


(21 Janiury'20 Fthn/aryl 

R omantic involvements 
that seem to be on their 
last legs can suddenly revive 
and happy relations resume. 
Consider moving into new 
accommodations with loved 
ones. Don't let others walk 
over you. Wining ar>d dining 
with influential people can 
assure the success of current 
plans and operations. 


PISCES 


(21 Pfbniai\~20 Manhf 

P eople will take 

advantage of you (f you 
give them die chance 
Youngsters may have to be 
brought down a notch or 
two. You'll be surprised at 
how much you can save by 
reducing purchases. Loved 
ones may be viewing the 
world ihmgh distorted 
lenses. • 
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RANDOM NOTES 


WAio’s the true 
heir? 

■ Ronember Chana 
Singh, the faimens' 
leader who was Piime Mini¬ 
ster for a few disastrous 
monAs Id 1979? flo? Well, 
at least two people do. One is 
AJit Singh, master of (he pol i • 
tical flip-flup. And the ocher 
is Mulayam Singh Yadav. 
UP chief minister. 

L^i week. Narasimhe 
Kao unveiled a sutue of Cha* 
ran Singh in Meerut, Present 
was Ajit Singh who had 
headed a committee to con- 
sinici (he memohaJ to his 
father. Bui UP chief min inter 
Muleynm Singh insisted that 
hiK natne should he included 
on the plinA of the statue on 
the grounds that the UP 
government had contributed 
Rs t lakh towards i» 
constnicilon. 

Ajit S ingh saw red. He ask- 


ei 



HHARD IN PATNA 

TMnwattho •tfingtnt 

l e t— Ul» ♦vf. Ttm, ttw 


Mukh«rf«*’»liafMl«, bcitatth* 
•l•etlon• thoy toM • dif f f nt 
story. 

A DEFEATED CONGRESS MLA COMMENTING 
ONHOWVOIERS KISSEOTHE 
FOREIGN MINISTER’S HANDS BEFORE 
VOTING EWUASSf FOR THE JANATA OAL 
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nisiraiion begged Mu lay am 
to wiAdraw hi( dem^. 
The chief mini^r agreed 
but refused to turn up for the 
unveiling even though proto¬ 
col demanded that he accom¬ 
pany the Prime MinUicr. 

Appcoprioie.isn't it.(hat 
Chann Sink’s legacy 
should be remricted to 
scjuabhles? 


Oiitt’s anotbur 
story 


It IS well known that 
(he Shiv Sena and Ae 
BJP disagree on (he Sanjay 
Dun issue. The Sms wants 
to release him. The BfP does 
not. . 


r 


CHECK-LIST 


Know your Yadovs: a parliamentary 

guide 


M Cli—dfijM YchIbv: The orlglnil socialist, he arts 
tiectad from Aumfisrh as a Janata Oil MPinthaLok 
Sabha. Though Vodav oagan ivs career in me Coogreia ai 
a sociahst. ha crossed over to the Janata Dal before comjng 
tack to the Congress loiil.BulhehasswItchatfaliagiahca 
yet again' he’s joined George Fernandes' Samali Party. 


■ Kan Nartfli Vaelcv: The former UP chief 
mmisler moved over from Jaiala Oaf to the Congraaa 
some years ago. Smce then he’s been cooHog his heals, 
having SKuretf a Rajya Sabna seat. 


ARI Stagln MOlRg rod 

ed Mulayam to take the 
money bock which in any 
ca^ hod been given in 198^ 
when N.D.Tiwari was chief 
minister. No, said Multyam. 
I warn my name. ITiis is an 
insult corny father, said Ajit. 
So what if you art his .son. 
said Mulayam,! am his ideo¬ 
logical heir, 

This unseemly squabble 
ended only oRer Ajit warned 
(hat (hero would be riots in 
Meeruc end the local admi* 


■ PMMd Yatev: Lakw Prasad Y^taVs 

right-hand man In Delhi Ranianisthernan who does all 
Latoo's oral Aaam in tfw c^dal. Thafs «my he has been 
given a RaryaSabha seat. 


■ Ini r — KIntfi Y»d«v: The minster tor mmes is i 
one-man crusade against Mulayam Yadav. Do 

anything but ha^ Mulayam Str^h* is his message (0 the 
Congress high command. He can afford to taka this 
portion ~ he is assured Of MS Rajya SaOha saat. even It 
the government Hi UP taNs. 


■ Myi^ Y«dav; usedfobeAfHSmghY 
hght-haod man. so when Aht went lo the Congress he 
followM Mm—pcMiwig tiN Congrm* tally In the Lok 
Sabhirromthisto13 inreturfitoriMisigrMliefVica.the 
Afit Singh group got one mintstership. more thana year 
afler It joined. The only professor in the cKn 


But whM is tess knowo is 
An (httd am divisions 
widdR lbs BJP n wdl. At 
the BJP cucutive 

meeting Ln Goa. ^tru^on 
Sloha shouted u Mahe- 
rabtra deputy chief minister 
Gopukiib Munde on the 
same issue. 

Munde refused p^m- 
blank to tulesse Saojsyi argu¬ 
ing that Ids police offfrm 
were advieiog him against it. 
Sinba loet his tem^. ’ Are 
we goukg lo be misfed by the 
gome people who coat Sha¬ 
red Pawar (be lau etoction?'' 
heaal^ 

"In any case.” said Munde 
tfieepishly. 1 ww ihc man 
who aaked Shared Pawar to 
arrest hire ori^nalfy." 

This. fuflbee enraged 
Sinhi. "Eiiher you release 
Sait)ay Dun." he shouted, 
'or I win isaue a statement 
supponbig Bolosaheb 
(ThKkcny) and condemn¬ 
ing you." 

Munde made conciliatory 
ooUes but avoided any 
commitment. 


Plylflylflyl 

■ The Urtar Predesh 
government has devis¬ 
ed a new way of getting 
around chief election com- 
missicner (CEC) T.N. 
Seshao, It has launched a 
new Airlines. UP Air. which 
is 10 be inaugurated by chief 
minister Mulayam Singh 
Yadav Aonly. 

Yadav had run into 
VDubloia (he last Assembly 
eiectioM for misusing offici¬ 
al atrcnfl. So, he's learnt 
from his experience and is 
trying to Bod ways of by- 
pas^ng the beady -eyedCEC. 

The poinisAon from Ae 
nunisoy was finally obtain¬ 
ed from Ghulaffl N^i Azad. 

’The airlines haa so 
faracquiredihree planes and 
is set to buy more. So, Yadav 
hopes (0 do hissle-free cam¬ 
paigning in the general 
elections. » 


•UNO«vift 
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At 


tb* CoqgtTw Wort^- 
on 15 

^hy dr mty not hive 
dK Prime Mini- 
Mr onr breach ii did 
berwm rwo cr^- 
K. Antony tad k. 

hit bea 
Id Delhi re|tti<rfy 
two flwwhe, more 
k4beiMi /ew week# 
otfhn eriili k) Ui 
itddeb ted to hie 
I. When be quiC 
that he bed no 
cCiaovioi 10 Delhi. 
PJVC, Antony and 
MiftUtff were 


liTv 


for about 
MtOtViWiMMITK' 

, ly. AnU^ tM 
PM dw Kewudeenn 
be 'accommodated is 
not only would that 
a ttr recognition of Che 
KtetM chief miiUiier'i poi^ 



tkel acumen, but it would 
alio remove him from 
Aotooy ’ $ hair in Kexal a. 

Id Aobxiy's presence the 
n4 called Karunakaran and 
Kdd him: "Kaninakarviji. I 
waott you to file your nomma- 
liofl for die Rajya Sebha 
fcocn KcralA I tteed you in 

dw OBhkm." Kfruaakaran 






eve»fi^ Kerala 
Hoiue saw-A liglu that has 
never beci^ acen in recent 
.tbMi. Ant#y*t family, the 
ddef m igi al ef himself and 
Kannakim Stared a vege* 
The two Con- I 


HEARD AT THE OVC MEFONG 


WHctlotM point In tfvlfig 


hlo pprty Ift loping honda down 
pvpiywhpro? 

ANtt .D. TIWARI LOYALIST 


KNOW YOUR MINISTERS 


The latest in an 
occasional series 



lt)MftdhavrM 

M e M m 


Cabinet miAiRar for human raaourtee 


devaiooment 


Severn. OccupMt a Mnlor 
portfolio—Anu<^ Stfiqh held N before him. Haaa solid bate 
In Madhya Pradesh Is freoirtnUy talked about utha 
brlQlitnt of the younger genrabon of Congreeemen. 


The Miharap of GwaKof. Sclndia was 
Inducted tnio poHbea by his mother the Ra|mitt. Sut her 
brand of R$S-$tyle politics did not suit the young. Oxford* 
educated prince and m the 1977 election, he stood as an 
independ^. in i960, he joined the Congress, in 1985. 
Rajiv made him railway mintster and Scindia made his 
reputation. 

■ StrpiiglliPtHasacieanimeoe, enormous personal 
charisma. 1 $ an sfhcient mimsler and has never lost tn 
election M tHs bfe . The Congress cannot do without him In 
Madhya Pradesh. 


K Has an emottonal. ^htly Immature 
streak. He resigned unnecessarily es avialion minister. Is 
unwWingto pl^ manipulative games in state politics and 
hence loses out to such operators as Kamai Nath and 
Digyipy Singh. 


A terrilic railway minister, he was 
foolish enough to resign as tourism and cMl aviation 
minister before the fun benefrt of the open-sides policy was 
evident. Consequently, he was denied ths credit that is 
rlghtfulfyhB. 

■ flip futifpt Was lalked about as a prime mimsterial 
candidate in 1991. muchtohis honor. Lacks Mistier 
instinct required tor Congress poMcs et the M level. Bin 
he A the most experienced iMeubcanHal leader of hli 
generation. He coiM sM berrlme Minister because he witi 
be around long aber the others hive ffhred or heve 
setf-destnicted 


f 


grosemen who have Dot eveft. 
been on telting tenns, ebutt 
ed together pleasantly gffo^ 
ing each ocher sombar and 
rice. Tbey then left for 
Kerala together. 

Tbe f^lowlof day. Kara- 
nakann filed his noodna- 
tion. briaglni a quarrel to a 
temporary halt. 



eabhi«t 

Mowtary 

TMbo^e going to be the 
new cabinet seerecary? 

Siatodra Singh's term 
aodf in a few mondu. It ii 
dear that If the prioclple of 
icolority — which hat be^ 
the guiding principle so far 
— is follow^ his successor 
should be the topper of the 
1960 batch. N.R. RanganS' 
than. Rangmathan who is 
cunendy secretary, person- 
net and public grievance, is 
also the only one with more 
than a yov left in service. 

But Ranganathan is not 
seen as an innovative 
bureaucrat even by hii south 
Indian colleagues. It is possi¬ 
ble that in order to kick him 
upstairs, the government 
would offer him the chair¬ 
manship of the Vigilance 
Conuninioa, a safe jdb w ith 
a tenn of five years. 

The other ptrvon in the 
I960 batch with a one-year 
teim is former Haryana c^ief 
secretary and secretary 
iodustrial develi^Mneni, 
M.C. Gupca. The factor in 
hispdvanuge is that te’s ser¬ 
ved as chief secretary, usual¬ 
ly a desirable qualification 
fora cabinet secretary. 

Of course, it Is also possi¬ 
ble (hat (Ik govemrseot 
k eep s Surendre Singh oo, 
granting him an extension 
till the Lok Sabtu elect tons 
are over. There is a recent 
precedence for this—Zafar 
SaifuUih was given an exten¬ 
sion beyond his retirement 
date and kept on for a otonth 
before he finally quit. • 
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As India’s futuxe unf^ilds, (he denund forideixjnvnuniuicioft and cornpudng isgruwinj^ steadily. 
And, AT&T is workinf; cinsriy with local piRnm lu map out the nation’s communicaiion needs. 

AT&T’s wide lan^e of technology will help connm the naUon with a world*cUss 
icIe^i'immuncaiHins network. One Out will Kiel the growth uf Irnlu’s enduAry and etonmy, 
I; Will jUow for the easy flow of cummunicaiions between mdividuabs bsbinewei< and nurkets 
in India and abroad. 

It'5 all part uf AT&Ts commiuneni lo help impnwe telecnnmunicatk>ns throughout India 
arnl around the worid. After afl, with over lOU years expehence and (he unparalleled achieve* 
menis of AT&T Bell Lahoratones. we are the only cximpany (hat designs, builds and operates 
complete, siate-ul*Hhe*an communicatiuns networks worfdwkle. 

Our business Is I'uttiplex. but our viskA ci simple.^ want to help bring people together, 
across India and around the work!. Anytime, anywhere. 
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0fiythlrv9l«9s. 

litte. ^'d nows^ 
vli^M to preferred cuetofttere 
mdfwTed 1^ those who know. 
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What makes 
Sachin Tendulkar 
one of the 
world’s greatest 
batsmen? 



















SECRET 


(f you rhoiighf Ruymond only nukes suitings, jiere's sonic interesting news, Raymond has a wide range of 


ihining fabrics^ that includes cotton, silk, polyester, linen, and blends. In stripes, plains and prints. For the 


perfect complement to a suit. And fur txxasions that don't demand one. 

# SHIRTING FABRICS FROM RAYMOND. 


RaymotiS 


S I N C*r I s* J 4J 
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withstanding. India has no 
leader of Narasimha R»rs 
pol ideal guik andrvsiliciKC. 
It is thus imperaUve that Ihe 
Congress ss given another 
icnn at the C'cnire and ihc 
cuuRiry alk»vked lo task* Ihc 
fruits ol' reforms. 
fUvi CocNn 

(Ktraftf 


When will they 
ever learn? 


I t seems us though India 
will never leant from hi^ 


Iwill never leant front hisio* 
ry. fior will sell •important 
iiiagiirincs like yours {h thi\ 
ilif/uiuit' J. 16—22 April). 

1 he short-lived expertnK'ni 
of 1977 and the repealed 
blunders our voters committ* 
cd cueh lime they rcpiacetl 
ihc ('ongress in Delhi with 
o ui \i 1 ions of con s cnicitcc. 
have uppaiently failed to 
underline an impcKtant polili* 

e. il truth: the Congress is still 
Ihc couniry’s best he I and 
it's itntc people stopped thin¬ 
king of uriviable options. 

I.aloo PrasJtJ Yudav’s 
uikJispuied sway in Bihar 
NTR'ssouihcnj pre- 
e iTi i nci lec and V. P..S in gh's 
Mandal trtuchinalioiis mH- 

f. R. Bpmmni! Ill paling off Up 


■ Your cover story, perhaps 
delves into the two most 
troubled issues of Indian 
poll lies. 

Towards the end (he 
siory you have given the 
vicwofS.R Bontmai that a 
evtaliliofl government is hci* 
icr than the BiP at the centre. 
And Ihc story ended on an 
amhigiMHis note saying. 
"Time will tell whether the 
Jaruila l>dl president is riglit 
or wrong.* 

Perhaps, a nH>re pcrtincni 
query would he whether the 
Indian cleetonilc is right tv 
wRvng. and not Mr Boninui 

S.R, BtMiimai undtHihied- 
]y speaks from the stand- 
ptnni of h i s own pan >. 13 ut. 
ft If the eleettvate tired of the 
inirigoe and vested interests 
that Indian politics lusctnne 
to symbolise, slahilrty is. per¬ 
haps. the nvutivating force 
heh i nd the casting of hallot. 
And Mr Btunmai has .simply 
taken a lot of things for gran¬ 
ted. If the BiP haseumc to 
represent insecurity to him. 
niuutfi 


& 





it is at least apajty that is not 
riven by factionalism, while, 
a coalition govemmeni is 
susceptchle to disimcgraie 
my moment. Something that 
stems from (he ahservee of a 
ctKiscnsus leader of the call* 
hre of a V.P. Sin^ or 
Jayapraka.sh Narayan 
whocan act as the nucleus 
annind which an alliance can 
beoichc.stratcd. 

With India poised at a criti¬ 
cal juncture from the point of 
view of both economics and 
internal tonal relations, this 
h hardly the time to he flip* 
pant. MrBivmnuii. I don't 
think, realities the imporun- 
cc of contrcHIcd speech. 

MrAyivi^ SanaAffma. *^aw 
0^1 


The state of 
things 


I I felt good to see the name 

of niv state. ManitMirtvint 


Bof my slate. Manipiir.print¬ 
ed in a presiigiiHis maga/ine 
like .SonDAY. IA 
WrMr (hirift 26 March 
-I April). Ii was also 
a thing lo be Itappy aboul that 
a inoga/inc like yours has 
started taking an interest in 
the affairs and giungs-on in 
tHirimy slate. 


Hut (hough Subir Bhau- 
mik appears to know more 
than what he wrote in his 
report, he has rKM really done 
Justice to the prublenu of (he 
people of Manipur, His story 
was fax ux> brief. 

Nobody should take the 
situation in Manipur lightly 
when even the army chief 
has said that matters here are 
for worse than even in Kash¬ 
mir. bven after knowing 
this, nothing has been done 
to control the situation and 
let the people lead normal 
I ives I i ke those in otiwr states. 

In our opinion, if the 
Giwemmeni of India took a 
keen interest in ihc situation 
here, it would hardly take a 
year or two to bring matters 
uiHkrctmtnri. 









A ac— In Manipun aufluo- 
Matato 

Human rights arc being 
violated regularly here. We 
fear the police and (he insurg¬ 
ents equally — they arc the 
jiame. Everybody here has 
some connection or the other 
with the undergixiund out¬ 
fits, and uses that connection 
to extort money from 
people. And the licence to do 
that IS (begun in their hands. 

Plea.se do not print my real 
name in your page s as it may 
pose 3 threat to my life. 


AnoftymeuB. Impf>»t(¥*nfpuff 


Not for real 


M an! Shankar Aiyar*s 
column is getting 
curiouser and curiouscr 
week after week, not to men¬ 
tion more erratic and perver¬ 
se. Surely a penon of his 
position is expected to write 
with some sense of 
responsibility. 

His recent columu on 
Indo-Pak relalicms iAtfida 
Parv<en. 2—8 April) is yet 
another example of his prac¬ 
tised recklessness. Iivfebuk- 
ing the government for what 
he deems iu blunder in stick¬ 
ing to "reciprocity’' in its 
diplomatic relations with 
P^ixUfl. he only puts his 
foot in his mouth. 














Ii mHiicrs hiile whcrhcr He 
hail been consul gencml or 
(He high I'oinmiM loner, hue 
Ik has lo remind himself lha( 
^uch rcl<iiiiM» heOvecfl >ove* 
reign scales are iKeessaniy 
reriprrvaJ. WhcnP(iki»(an 
orders the closure of our con- 
su^ulc in Kenwhi, does he 
CHpeel India (ogiidown on 
bended knees with a request 
(0 Pakistan to open new con- 
sulutes in vuTKHis places in 
India, besides ufiowing the 
une in Ekimbay toconirnue? 

It is well known that Paki* 
Man has long since been 
using Indiaasabogc'ymon 
and a whipping boy by turns, 
according to iu domestic 
compulsions. The latest 
development came in allow¬ 
ing the utilisation ol the Pab* 
Stan High Commission pre¬ 
mises asa forum by the Hurri* 
yat leaders for their anti* 
India propaganda, which 
ivas a definni misuse of the 
hospitality provided by tbe 
Ckivemmcni of India. What 
else d<Hfs Mr Aiyar, who 
appears lo be the modern 
Micamaiisin of Buddha, Chr* 
iM and Oaiidhi punogether. 

IV am our leaders lo do to pro* 
Tiote his idea of (his one* 
sided love affair? To spread 
die red carpet and turn the 
Ich check if the right one is 
'lapped? 

0 Ani§ifyuh/, Ma«M fTamV 
^u) 




Hindu, Muslim, 
bhal, bhai 


M am Rafnam's 
irt»el> deserves the 
kind of Rt^ia attentkm that 
it is getting in magazines 
such as yoursiBoffifviv 2 — 8 
April). 

And (Hough Hisfiims do 
emurdirunly good husU 
ness, they are noi just made 
for mere financial gain and 
have:»wcud responsiMliiy 
IS well as a social nicv»agc 
for (He people of India. 

J ust wh^ the average 
[ndtan was ktsing Hcan over 
(he (urHulencc prevailing in 
Kashmir. Mani made . 
This was not juM a film, bui a 
he rating reply to Pakistan 
which had been under* 
CMimairng us for the lisi few 
years. 

And now. when (lie siiua* 
tion in Bemboy is so sensi¬ 
tive. he has made Bomtfnv. 
Mani has established his 
supremacy in every field of 
the film a^ A.R. Rahman 
hiLs underlined it by hisdivi¬ 
ne music 

i do not see (he need for 
any cofitioversy over the 
fi I m for rtothing is shown 
that could be objeciionaMe 
lo cither of the two commum • 
tics invidved. However. I 
reel that it shou Idn' i take a 
film to make Hindus and 
Muslims (hink of (hcmseivcv 
as citizens of one naikm. 


Indian phenomenon and not 
the tfoja Of the Stmthtty 
phenomenon. 

A#MMn Sarra. MawMM 

BleMing In 
disguise 

I was not surprised to read 
thoi (he Indian minister 
R.I.. Bhaiia was nol properly 


welcomed at ihe Pakistan 
l^mbassy. hy Riaz KhoVhar. 
Pakrsian's highcommissio* 
ner in India (tmhojixy row. 9 
—15 Apnl). 

I( is cofnimm knowledge 
iHai our Indian diplomats are 
often humiliated andi)o( glv* 
en (heirdoc respect in 
i Pakistan. But all the govern* 
ment doev is lo send a note of 
protest and then convenient¬ 
ly forget about it. It is foruina* 
le (hat Pakistan has dosai 
(he Indian consufaie in [ 
Kurachi. It will save Indian 
di pkmi^s from hunul iadoo 
at the hands of Pakistani 
high ofTiciaK and also stop 


the entry of subvur>ive ele* 
meniv inio India. 

V.K. CWyaVM, Bombfiy pMaAa* 
mahtra) 

Politics was a 
mistake 

t wasiniercMing to read 
about Dilip Kuimir's iden* 
lily as a Muslim {A question 
o/Mfehri7y. 19—25 March). 


This should be the natural 

A 9VH from Bomosy 


acotowfuT' 




True. Kumar is a high- 
ranking actor and this is 
acknowledged by one and 
all. regardless of which com* 
mumtyihey belong to. Sitlk 
an insigjM into his perwiali* 
ty would be incomplete if his 
Muslim identitywas not token 
into account 

Dilip Kumar is a Muslim 
and for this he has had lo pay 
much, not oni y in his film car¬ 
eer but al so in his I i fe off¬ 
screen. The 30 cuts, suggest¬ 
ed by the censor board for 
Conga Jamuna. (he first film 
that featured Kumar as the 
acior- prod ucer-di rec tor, 
were nothing short of a cons¬ 
piracy. But, 
hia unpiiralleled image as the 
grcaic. I actor in Hindi films 
could not be affected by pet¬ 
ty charges during hi.s five- 
decodc-long career. 

Kumar's involvement in 
politics, however. 1 feel wa^ 
a mi Make on Ins part. If. like 
.Maushad and .Mi^ammcd 
Rafl, he had concern rated on 
his work only, instead of dab¬ 
bling in potitrrs. he may not 
have been beset with the 
kind of problems he has 
today, 

Mmr o fAnantf, OtOffOfftiBtbwr} 







SIGHT AND SOUND 




■ Setf-prcservuUun is the 
only instinct that i& Riding 
him. 

Afu LTN Singh. exfM'IUd 
Congftss leikirr. 

Noras imha Rat} 

■ I do not know front 
where he hts Icami 
Marxism. He is now 
joining those who talk 
aboui r^lacing class wnh 
custe struggle. 

H.S. SuRlBirr. 


srtniary. tm/ormff 
Pith/bun* mfmbrrNript'n 
Chokruborty .t < rj/icivM of 
ihf vnr pum sri-up 

M I am a rhino. You can 
scratch me as much as you 
wish, but I will feel no 
sensation. 

B At, Tl WKERAY. Shiv Soto 
chief, rrocfingrofrin'fisws 
axtunsr him 

11 f C BI enqui Ke.s could 
bemadeagainu 
Rumdirishna Hegde and 
A.R. Antulay. it could also 
he conducted against Jyoii 
Basu. 

MamaiaHanejuu'. Wesi 
Bengal Youth Omgress 
chief 

■ They <;an only be 
viewed as a sinister desigo 
(o project a picture of chaos, 
and breakdown of law Md 
order in Tamil Nadu. 

jAYALAimiA. Tanii Nadu 


CM. <m (Juiemor Chtoma 
Reddy s report to the 
Prestdeni 

9 Any ha.My step is bound 
to disturb (he C( Kirsc of 
events. 

Mufti Mohammad 
SAYFKD./f^mer Unim 
htvne minister ond Janata 
ifal trader, tm iwnvt M 
hf/id etet tarns in Ktv-hmtr 

I Business Joumalism is 
the most cornipt form of 
journalism at the moment. 
What uppeurs in prim 
depends entirely on the gift 
ch^ue that the reporter 
gels at (he press conference. 

N. ft/M. editor. Fnmtline, 
.\neaktng at as emtnar on 
the soctai responsitHlify of 
the pre.ss 

■ ljuMdnn'twumtobe 
recognised, no one knows 
me and that's the way I tike 
iL..lf you’re wntien about 
extensively, then you can't 


be a silent observer any 
more. 

SOOKAI BAJUAnrAyThn 
director 

■ Children like rrtc 
because I am like a kid 
myself, I have not 
nutgrowo my childhood, 
that’s why I enjoy being an 
actor. Every morning I go 
and relive my fontasies 

Shah Rljkh Khan Jilm 
actor, on being asked why 
children found him so 
adorable 



















'HiUiiitinf-. powerful, j-reat. An incredible film 

Jot'J SiejicL, <»cH>d America 


Steven SpielberR s masterpiece 

Shatit, The Thday Shim- 


OSCAR 
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VtR SANGHVk 


Fags, shoes and biscuits 


Lessons from three business battles 


I'hesc are hmi 
times for (he image 
Indiiin business. 
Jus( Hv investors 
were overcoming 
their (loubis ahuui 
the absurdly high 
price of the MS 
Shoes share, (he 
BAT’ITC squab¬ 
ble filled the from pages Even as Nor- 
man Davis recumed to London to revise 
BAT'S strategy, the authorities swung 
into agtion and arrested Pawan Sochde* 
va of MS Shoes arnl filed charges again¬ 
st an assortmcni of bankers and 
regulators. 

That drama jostled for space w Ith ano¬ 
ther: the saga of the i ncreJ i ble d isappear- 
ing Mr Pillai. Just as the Singapore 
authorities thought that the cookie hod 
Rnilly crumbled, their man flew out 
from under their noses. And even as he 
declared his innocence to Bombay 
reporters, the flaifoois of the Central 
Bureau (^Investigation (CBI) obliging¬ 
ly stayed away till he vanished once 
again. 

Not since the scum has Indian busi¬ 
ness dominated the mainstream news in 
quite the same manner. And while (he 
l^son of the scam was simple enough 
— systems failure, or in simple English, 
‘ev^body was on the take* — these 
scandals raised more complex iavues. 

I n essence, most of the scandals centre 
around twodisiincl relationships. The 
first is (be relationship between govern¬ 
ment and business. And the second is the 
relationship between the Indian econo¬ 
my and the rest of the world Some of the 
scandals concern IxKh relationships 
simultaneously. 

This is easiest to observe in the BA*f- 
rrC tussle. There air two issues ul stake 
here. The first Is! should the govemmeni- 
owned financial institutions act as mute 
spectators even though they conirol 
more of FTC's equity than BAT’ 

That Issue has been dealt with at leng¬ 
th in a previous Counierp<7inU so I 
won' (go i nto deiai Is here Moreover, we 
now have* an answer. The msiiiutisms 
overrumed ihc pri.\vdtiiis of the Swmj 


Paul and TISC() coses 
and decided ihai (hey 
would not Mindly hack 
the original promoters. In 
that sense. I suppose, the 
government a poli¬ 
cy stuicmeni about Its per¬ 
ception of its role as a 
sh^holder. 

But this leads to the 
second issue, why did (he 
government decide to 
back K.L. Chugh and the 
local management again¬ 
st BAT? After all. in the 
TI5COca.se. Ruvd Mody 
was cast m the Oiugh 
role, and the Tatav owned 
far less of (he company 
than BAT docs of ITT. 

And yet, the institutions, 
reporting to the same fin¬ 
ance minister and the 
same finance secretary, 
decided (hat their prima¬ 
ry loyalty was lo the 
Tatas and not to Kussi. 
who, whatever el so one 
may say uhuul him. had 
certainly proved himself_ 

Ul be a c^pMc» ire chslrmiin K.t. Chugh (left) and Rajan PII 


manager a.s Chu^. 

The obvious answer is (hat de^^ic the 
many parallels between ITC and 
TISCO. there was a clear dlfTcrcnce. 
The Taifts are Indians while BAT is 
Britisn-owned. In elfcct. the govern¬ 
ment was also making a policy state¬ 


ment about (he reluliouslnp bciwvcn 
Indian and the world ccimoiiiy. 

Though it never suid I hat il houghuhe 
Oiugh-linc on patriotism, the govern 
ment was probably wtvrried about ihc 
political fallout of being seen lo Mippi^n 


The enwrent ease with 
which Pawan Sachdeva of 
MS Shoes was abie to 
operate suggests that not 
only has liberalisation 
still to benefit the poor, 
but that it has also 
become a means of 
conning the middle dess 











j l.«ig.i sh^uTholder iigain>j a plutky finaiKial apanhc.d 
fndian rnaruigement. And seen in iha( 

He now claims ihai 


^ v» 






S‘ng;»pnrc is a nicisi 
sucirty and Hut the evil 
men wilt mn give 
him a fair trial Indu. on 
_'f^’o^hcrlttmthasa wtm- 

which cases take 
lo cumc to 

AndM).h(Hncisihcf>fvdi- 
f ^^ r 9r ^ ^t<T ^ihead of an 

w lotcrp^ wamuii. 

^ > F But even if ihc racist 

- y J- i Chinese have perverted 

Jy^iH'e Singapore. Mr 
■pirv^ Biltai si ill has a csHiple of 

T r urK'onifonaNc (|ue$ti<ms 

:y^%®Sg^P^^'> ' ^PI^Bv I *f the island 

a^'..'<1:'“ Xl^aOt'*" ‘ JP r^R\ J ^God-awful 

.-. ^^■BiC* ,r • IMt^' 1 ptacc for hruwn people. 

(J ' *^8® i^r ; why did he base himself 

\ • •. \ . WJ J ' fa' ha^i as IV?.'!? 

'\ ,v A ^ / £ / 1 Dill It really lake him 22 

' Jm MAJ 

I'* . -A m w/J^ *** rxism? 

v/. ‘ iKtm mfi^l ufte 

^ ■/^£M thing to accuse the Judge 

^fhiis when theirialisin 
<fuiic another to 

t tC . diswwer ihe bias after 

L<i»i "' V"' lif". ' -he’s found you guilty. At * 

ni iimos for the image of Indian business the 

iH.d(.k.ovor<"-.«,helmI..nsh..eJ<«e y.Mi’rc ,h* legal JkL 

..IIOic h.,.l w<,rl..- hut are c.n.ptuining ihal yoi 

Tlie urgimicni only works if >«« use case ^ 

im India V.V ,he rest of the w™id privm. And yet m the pt«„-rrc environ- 
mX> had grown without Ral;,n Tal;,\ meiil, there ia a degnx of yymMIhl-^ 

^igtial are you sending out lo foreign ful friends ^ 

m,m will back promoters against i|nite ekar about the signal that will m 

promoters arc brown? «i, if Mr Pillai is aJICmed to takeX 
« I that If they are white, then they can biscuit. This will suggest that Indians 
count on no support a, dl? who commit cnmctTo^ 

th H M '“'• '*“ "»"»«« lions can go free if they have ite brains 

a' i'n“,;,’'“",r**»cted the Indian goverameni will connive at 
pnsihiy If not. then perhaps we their stratagems. 

SuLTmn fo' P'rtufw this is. in f«t. the signal *« 

wi^ons that ts less mnuenced by a Narasimha Rao wishes to send But in 

**«•»»*(>« la^f is - ------* 


Hi limes^^ne^mags ol Indian busings 


I ihaicaw. he could huve sav\*d ihc Indun 
taxpayer u lot of money by mn nishinc 
off to SI ngapore □ few nioiit hs ag^ i lo tc 11 
the racial ChincM; how much we wunicil 
ihcirinN'cstmcnis. 

•kH leaves the case of rhe phoiogcnic 
■ Mf Sachdevu who hoped ii> gci us lo 
inv’csl in M,*» Slices and ended up with 
the bool himself. Ii would he tjuile 
wrong fiH rtK ti» antlcipiiie the verdict of 
the WHin and locimclude I hat he is guilty 
of ngging Ills share price to con giillihic 
invcxiors <Kn of their savings. And it is 
as wrong to say things like, ’Never iru« 
a man wlw puis his own piclure in his 
uds.* 

Bui the MS Shoos cui^e is a purely 
ikwjcsiic affiirr ihui touches on ibe n*hi. 
lionshjp bciween govemiiiem and busj. 
iicss. If Ihc C'BJ IS fighi then we have 
eariu nothing from the scum. Con anisis 
ire still maierialKing oui of Uiin air (o 
rhcai ilw inveximg public. Hype is still 
m adiajuate substitute for daia. And 
udging by ihe charges againM SKBI and 
he siiK'k markcis. tlw regulatory mccha- 
lism IS still j bit of u joke. 

All this is much more importunt than 
I may vecin at firsi glance. Over iIk lust 
uur years, the govern niciii has icndcd to 
ise the booming slock market as cviden* 
e of Ihe success of ihc I ibera) isati on pro- 
f amnie. W h i lc i he scum pi ovided u icm - 
orary scibuck. the subscijuctii Ixunn 
td loa cull of Sensex worsliip. 

Through ii all. many people have war¬ 
ed thai the sirvck market is still fu|) of 
isider trading and price figging. The 
apparent ease wiih which MS Sh<K*s was 
aWe to operate suggests that there could 
be stunethiiig to ihiisc warnings, h also 
suggests that not only has Ubeniljsalion 
Rllll to benefit ihc poor, but ihai it has 
also become u means of conning the mid¬ 
dle class. 

Many liberals -'ould argue lliui the 
only acceptable relationship between 
government and business is one in 
which rhe Stale prevents businessmen 
from exploiiing consumers and 
invcsiors. The MS Shoes fiasco demon¬ 
strates (hat we’re still being conned. 
And that the .Slate wakes up too laic. 

N«ie of Ibis is good tvews. If libcrali- 
saiion is to be leavened with apanheid. 
and if it does not help protect small 
investors, then it may well have lust ii.s 
way. Perhaps, we are still too worried 
about Ihc political fallout of one kind of 
action. Ami (he ^ystem is too c<»frupt lo 
guard against arHHher kind. • 







s Ktrife'lom Jammu and Kashmir 
beading for popular rule? The 
siaic Governor, Gei>eral (reui) 
K. V. Krishna Rao. has given indi¬ 
cations (hat the countdown to the 
kiate ^ssemMy elections has begun. 
Even though ihc poll schedule is being 
kepi secret by the state and the Cemre. 
Governor Rao has said the dates will he 
finalised early next month. 

The Governor said Ibis in a recent 
imervie w with ihc television news maga¬ 
zine. Parakh. !t was his first categorical 
statement on pc^ls in the oaie. Rao said 
that the Centre was determined to hold 
elections and install a popular govern* 
ment by 18 July, the day the current 
phase of President’s Rule in the stale 
expires. Raj Bhavan sources revealed 
that the Governor even told some ofTi* 
cars that the polls would be held in the 
last week of June. 

But (he response of mainstream politi* 
cians hasn't been favourable. Even the 
(bureaucrats are surprised by the Cover* 
nur's confidence that the elections could 
beheld hy June. 

Many feci the Governor’s enthusiasm 
and optimism are unfounded. The roar 
of guns and the dm of elections cannot 
go together, especially when the people 
en masM are pan of a movement against 
(he establishment, they say. 

State Janata Dal leader Abdul 
Qayoom says a low turnout could embar- 
rass the Centre at the intemalional level 
and have serious implications. A govem- 
menl officer seemed to agree. He said 
that the administration couki 
arrange security during 
the polls, but "whai If the 
pcf^le go for a boycott", 
he wondered. 

Dr Faroix] Abdullah, 
the Centre’s best bet in 
Kashmir, and his party 
are. however, ready to 
participate with a ’’sound 
political and economic* 
package. The National 
Cemference has stressed 
(hat (he state be allowed 
lf> revert to iu pre-1953 
position in which iarrumj 
und Kashmir enjoyed on 
auionompus status with 
defence, currency and 
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A JKlHtd Mtl*f lictlon dtmoASlntioii in Srinagar: will the roar at girnt and thei 


communicaiion lying with the Centre. 

Bui (he Bharaiiya Janata Pany (BJP). 
the Left aiMJ other naitonalisi groups 
have said (hat the situation is not at all 
conducive. Allbough ()k BJP expects 
the postal votes of Kashmin Pandits lu 
go in its favour, (he Janata Dal and the 
LeA Front say a government fcvmed at 
ihis juncture will be unrepresentative. 


T he All Party Hurrryat Conference, an 
amalssam ol over 30 separatist, relisi* 



Any 

debacle in the 
J&K elections 
could 

boomerang with 
disastrous 
consequences 
for Narasimha 
Rao 


I amalgam ol over 30 separatist, religi* 
ous and puiiUcul grimps. has tf)rc«idy 
opposed (he stale's nv^vc li dsnrs noi 
think ihai elections will help solve ihc 
decajendd Kashmiri angle. 

"Klcctinns are no answer to the Kash* 
mir prx>bleiii which has internaliunid 
overtones and has its genesis in hislo 
ry." says Professor Abdul 
Ghani. a senior Huiriyai 
leader. Unless the ha.^tc 
isiwe of (he people's righi 
lo self-determination is 
addressed. m> solution 
can be found out. he fech 

The separatist parties 
and their leaders have 
(hrvaicncd lo Cdll a com* 
pieie boycott if the 
’'government vcniure> 
foi elect ions' Miliiani'. 
too. ior their pan. have 
announced that they will 
fnjsiraic all moves uimed 
at holding pulls in Ihc 











Jammu and Kashmir: the Centre seems firm on 
holding elections in the troubled stale this June. 
But there is no guarantee that guns will fall silent 


<ISIVE 



ilDfts go together? 

NUiie. lifnu*. ihc apprchcnsuin rM 
vjokncc might (t the govern* 

rnenl gcKv ahead whh ilsplan^ 

State direc tor-general of police M.N. 
Sabharwal lold the prc*NN earJ) ihic year 
that despite some major sucx'css in anti* 
msurgcncy operuikms like the arrest, sor- 
reiKter and killing ol hani*c«>re sciiara- 
tiMs, militancy in Kashmir hasn't been 
clKcked. In fact, the number of foreign 
militaius in the Valley have increased 
over the last iHte year, he admitted 

Militants, in the past, had kdied seve¬ 
ral political personalities in ihcir hid to 
'scuttle the election rTtovr”. Wali 
Mohummad Yala, fomter Speaker of the 
'laic Assembly anti a '•r»»in:ttL*iif leadT 

a ilik .iKv 

..lO ii j.jMiJiia J..'t 'Cii l.iv'w*** \Khcr 

k'gjvIjUMs lia\c Kvii killed over the bsl 
live years. And this lime, violence might 
assume horrifying pruponions if the 
eicctiim schedule is announced, uys a 
senior officer. 

Under the circumsianccs. the attempt 
h' hole ehxtinns is seen hy many as a 


'‘bonle for survival ‘ for both Pri me Mi ni* 
sier P.V. Nanisiniha Rao and CerteraJ 
Krishna Rao. 

Governor Rao has been under fire 
from mainstream politicians for some 
time now. State Congress chief Ghulam 
Ra&ool Kar is actively campaigning 
against him. In return, the Governor did 
not inv lie Kano a meeting of mitionulisi 
parties held in Srinagar on II March. 
The two are not on talking lemis 

The BJP and the communists, too, 
have occasionally demanded Krishna 
Ruu's removal. There are reports that 
even Abdullah. Rao's most dependable 
friend. ha.s joined the anii*^verTH>r 
campaign. He is saio to have signed a 
memorandum seeking Rao's removal. 
The note was forwuM to the Prime 
Minister last fortnigN. The other signa* 
lories were Ghulam Radiol Kar and 
Mohammad Yousuf Tanguni of the 
Communtst Pany of India. 

Such hostility from mainstream polcti* 
cians has shaken Rao‘s confidence In 
carrying on a.« Governor. Observers feel 
that his pronouncements regarding Ihe 


polls is aimed at winning an extensi<m 
on his current a&^ignmcni. 

P rime Minister P.V. Narasiirdia Rao 
has his compulsions tuo. He is 
under pressure both td the national and 
iniemaikinal levels. The Kashmir issue 
and India's human rights records, in par¬ 
ticular. are currently being discussed in 
several forums abro^. 

Kor the last five years, the situation in 
Kashmir has enga^ the imemational 
psyche and the Centre is being pres.vured 


by the world community lu resolve the 
crisis in Kashmir, And it is reckoned that 
the restoration of popular rule would 
ease that pressure. 

Besides. Narasimha Rao wants to do 
something spectacular before the genu* 
ral eletiions eariy nest year. 

The Centre does seem to be nuiviug 
with a purpose, 'nie government Is inten¬ 
ding to write to the Chief Election Com* 
missioneriosian ihe election process. In 
fact, N, Vishwanaihan, deputy eleciion 
aimmissroncr. is in Jarmnu already and 
has started* the delimitation work. It is 
likely ihai elections in the Jammu and 
Kashmir regions may be held separately 
wid) a gap of 20 days, 

But while the Prime Minister and the 
Governor ore eager lo sci (he elecloral 
bill rolling, the JnieMigcnce Bureau hus 
prepared a note for the Prime Minister 
advising against holding elections in the 
troubled state. 

Some of the reasons for its caution are 
that 65*80 paramililary ofllcers (up to 
DIG rank) and a.s many as !^(M1 Jammu 
and Kashmir government officers are on 


the tegular payroll of the separatists and 
cannot be depuxlec upon to help in the 
elections. 

Another problem is ihui vital inslalla* 
lions arc not adequately prolcoicd and 
their safety cannot be guaranteed 

So, Narasimha Rao is definitely tak¬ 
ing a gamble. Any debacle in ihu Kash¬ 
mir eleciiomi could boomerang with dis* 
a.strotu consequences for the Piinw 
Minisier and his party. Bui Kao is ready 
to play for high stakes this summer. • 


Farooq 
Abdullah (leH), 
Krishna Rao's 
most 
dependable 
friend, is said to 
have joined the 
anti-Governor 
campaign 
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"The Indian 

law is 
pretty fair" 

Charles Sobhraj reflects on his life behind bars 


I I' it’s not Kiran (hen it's 
Chariei^ Sobhraj. Beiween the 
(uro. (hey have managed (o make 
Tihar one of the country's most 
(aikcd-abuut peniientianes. 

And .socneiime^. coniroverxial too. 
Last week, a leading dully accused 
Bed), the inspecior-general. prisortt, of 
favouring SoMra) The report said that 
violatingjail munuah. he h^ been provi* 
lied such things as a cooler, eleciunic 
typewriter, o tape recorder u^ a walk- 
man. it was also reported that Delhi’s Lt 
Governor had asked fur her recall. 

But Bedi’s own position is that what 
was given to Sobhraj was nothing speci¬ 
al. As she explained to SuNr>AY last 
week, 'Sobhraj has been given no privi¬ 
leges that have been denied to others. No 
exception has been made for him, except 
allowing him to have meat with hJs 
meals. For this, pefniu»ion has been giv¬ 
en by the court." 

She added. "There is 
nothing wrong in watch¬ 
ing television, it isaharm- 
less diversion, and Sob¬ 
hraj has paid for his own 
set. For the others who 
cannot afford it another 
set has been bought from 
the prison funds.” 

And for Sobhraj, his 
lelevision and his electro¬ 
nic typewriter arc his link 
with (he other life he's 
eager to embrace. 

And yet. it seems the 
controversy it nothing 
about the typewriter or 
the hooka. It could be 
either because Sobhraj i* 
writing this book on 
Tihar Jail with Kiran 


Bedi as the central character, 
or it could be tha( Kiran Bedi in her tenu¬ 
re is trying to make Tihar a better place 
10 serve your sentence iwt. Flagella- 
Ilona, bribery, etc. have con\iderahly 
reduced in Tihar. And those vcMcd jail 
ofTtcials and touts who curlier thrived on 
all (his have no side earnings kfi to make. 

In fact, it wa^ Sobhraj's jail break in 
I9S6 which brought to light the rot that 
had set into the system. 

And once again, it is Sobhraj's case 
that is being touted as an example nf 
Kiran Bedi's favouritism. Some allege 
that she is being partial to him ju.vl 
because he is writing a hook on her. 
”And we all know how much .she loves 
the limelight.” said one report. 

But Bedi is quick lodcny (his. ”1 have 
had no interaction with &4>firjj about 
the book. He is not writing iny biogra¬ 
phy, Probably, what he is writing is 
about the changes he has seen in the pri- 



MHi system, and as IC. prisons, he can¬ 
not a^ord to Ignore jne.” site said. 

but the Delhi admin i si rat ion is buy 
ing nunc of this. The home sccictary, 
Anil Baijal, has sought an exphinaiioii 
about the alleged' special’ tn.’aiment 
that is being givcnioTi bar's most notori¬ 
ous undertrial. 

.Sobhraj, who claim.s the type writer 
was given to him for 'literary work' secs 
nothing out ot' (he ordinkry in his prison 
cell. In an interview to Sonday. he 
speak?4 about his life in Tihar. Bxcerpis: 

Sl^NDAV: How do you spend your lime 
Id prison? 

Charles Sobhny: Mostly writing and 
reading. 1 exercise twice daily, listen to a 
12-band shortwave radio for i n lemation- 
al news and w^h TV, Since (he last six 
rnemths. I've also sianed learning Japa¬ 
nese with the help of books and ca&scitcs. 

I don’t mix with other inmaios, and 
anyway. I’m always too busy. I don’t 
sleep much about four or live hours a 
day. 

Q: From all accounts II appears (hat 
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"(spend most of 
my time reading 
and writing. I 
exercise twice 
daily, listen to 
the radio for 
international 
news and since 
the last six 
months, I’ve 
started learning 
Japanese with 
the help of books 
and cassettes" 


you run TJKur Jail like a penocuU Hcf- 
dom. How did you manage thal? 

A: I think thui w«u your maga 2 inc 
(^rNHAY) that made the first such men* 
tion a few years back. But that was not 
cxucily the case; and anyway, that was 
prior to the escape. You will find the 
answer in the coining biography which I 
completed last year. 

IJ: Who do you inlerwrt wllh while In 
Jail? Have you made any friends? 

A: Before my e>cape. 1 used to spend 
most of the day with visitors — friends, 
writers and Journalists. And in the cve- 
ntngs, 1 used to write. So there was really 
\ery little inicrtiction widt the inmates. 
unJ even that wa.s restricted to three or 
(bur hours. 

After (he escape. I kepi to my^lf. 
spending most of the time resdirtg and 
making lengthy correspondence with 
my wife and children through letter and 
luk. 

I'm a very simple person 4U)d did a lot 
of welfare fnr the inmates — pa'viding 
avsisfence in legal and other matters, 

1*0 what extent b ymir own legal 


expertise responribk for your haadl- 
ing uf the Indian legal system? Or« do 
you kave It all to your lawyers? 

A: I don'l deny that my legal expertise 
has helped in my handling of the Indian 
legal system, but the main factor is that 
the Indian law is pretty fair (though 
some people in India may diink ocherwi* 
se). When a law*is Ur. it gives a lot of 
protection to the citizens and they can 
cxpeci justice. 

li is because of the Indian judiciary 
and the judicial system thal democracy 
Is so vibrant in In^ de^te all the pn> 
blems il faces. And you have a very 
good and fearless Supreme Court. 

Regarding the s«:ond pan of your 
question, yes, whenever any o( my cases 
were difficult. I took over and handled 
my uwn defence. 

Q: I belkve (hat David HaU (eo- 
accused In the 1986 Jail break easel 
hokU you mpoaalbk for his exlcnded 
stay In prison and did not even talk to 
you after the jafl break. Is Ihb true? 
To what extent do you fed responslbk 
for bb predkament? 


At Idon'tsechowicould have been res¬ 
ponsible for his "extended" stay in pri¬ 
son, Before meeting me. he was caught 
ai the Indira Gandhi Airport. I^ing to 
smuggle two oc three kilos of 
hashish/charas. He was then booked 
under NDPS Act. convicted and senienc- 
ed to ten yean of imprisonment, and a 
ftneoffts 1 lakh. It was only after he was 
able to pay the fine on 25 October 1995 
that he was released. 

In the jaiJ break case, he got bail in 
1991. So even .f he had furnished a sure¬ 
ty as required by the court, he would not 
have been released as he was undergo¬ 
ing a ten-year conviction. Also. 1 don't 
(hink David has ever said that 1 was res- 
pcmsible for his extended stay. 

Q: Whal kind ot response art you 
expecting from people outride once, 
you art out on ball? Are you ap|^w- 
benrivt that they will be scared of you 
because you have often been portray¬ 
ed at a cold-blooded kllkr? 

A: No. Vm not apprehensive at ail. And 
1 don't see why I should be. • 
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IMANI-TALK 


MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 


alone could vote for 
Muslims and only 
Mu&lims. candidates 
other than Muslim Lea* 
gue candidates won in 
several heavily Muslim* 
dominated districts, 
including Saharanpur 
(home of the Deub^ 
School). Muzaffamagar 
(Liaquat Ali*v hoiw- 
town), Moradahad. 
Amruha. Meerut. Bjjnore 
and Bahraich (Arif 
Mohammad Khan's fail* 
ed itfugc). 


In eight other ci>nNli* 
tucncies. including Khur- 
ja. I^Kknow and Hasii. 
(he Muslim Ixaguc was 
over a bare majority hy a 
mere five pcn:emage 
points or less. On the 
other hand, iHit of (he 70 
ctMistituencics that were 
reserved fi»r the 



JINNAH ANE 


Two revisionist 
histories * 


The genesis of 
Pakistan lay not, 
in fuel, in the Laho¬ 
re Resolution but 
in the elections of 
1945*46. which 
the Muslim 1,4a* 
gue w<in by a huge 
iiiajority. It was 
the unquestioning 
acceptance of (he validity of these elec* 
(ion results (hut made Piikisian 'ineviia* 
blc”, ll n indisputable that the elections 
were held and that the Muslim League 
won in ihc separate electorates reserved 
for Muslim voters and Muslim Candida* 
tes, But were the election results at all 
rcpKsentaiivc of Muslim public 
opinion? 

Over to Naqvi! ’‘The first iniponam 
thing to note in these elections is that 
(hey were based on limited IrarKhisc... 
This limited the voting rights lo very 
few. The all-India figure was ten per 
cent of the voting population. The per¬ 
centage of qualifying Muslims was 
even less than ten per cem* (p. 90). 
Second, 'out of (his electorate only 53..1 
per cent turned up to vixc". In other 
weirds, the percentage tif actual voters 
was only aboui live per cent of the 
MusUm poptiluiion of undivided India. 
And cl those who voted, "30 per ccnl 
did not vote for the Muslim League.' 
(p. 90.) 

Turning spcciUcally lo UP, (he has* 
lion of (he Muslim League, Naqvi 
shows that out of a total Muslim popuia* 
lion of n I nc mill i on. less than hal f u mil I • 
ion v(Kod for the Muslim League. Not 
every vote for the Muslim League wa.s. 
in faci. a vote for Pakistan, hut even if it 
is so assumed, "even if every vote is tak¬ 
en a.s a vote for Pakistan, tmly .'.7 per 
cent were in favour of Pakistan". 

Other signiflcani anomalies in inter¬ 
preting (he results as an erKkirNemeni nf 
Pakistan arc to he found in Annexure II 
(pp. 199-210) which gives the "Detail¬ 
ed Results of the 1946 Gencrul Elec¬ 
tions in the United Provinces": despite 
separate electorates in which Muslims 
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Muslims, it was only in 72 that ihc 
Muslim League won a plurality of nuire 
than Ihree^uarters (>f the Muslim Vistc 
— althou^ it was generally hruiied 
about that, itvmll. the MusUm Teague 
had secured 70 per cent or more of 
Musliin .suppon. In fact, as Naqvi repea¬ 
tedly stresses, only 3.7 per cent of the 
Muslim^ of India had v«itcd for the 
Muslim League, soiik of whom at least 
had nor voted for Pakistan. 

IN SHORT, the Muslim [.eague's claim 
to Pakistan was a statistical illusion. 
Not <4ilv dkl M<ainth«i(ien fasten on to 
this illu.ston. so dtd the rongrcs.s and 
every other player. No one coasidcred a 
referendum to actually ascertain ihe 

will of (he people. Only in N WFP was a 
referendum held. By a strange if telling 
cuincirfencc. dw percentage of the 
NWFP population voting for Pakistan 
wa.s exactly the same as the vote in the 
all-India elections — a mere .V7 per 
cent.(p. 185.) 

Hence Naqvi's almost ChurchilUan 


plaint; 'Never bclorc in hisiory have 
such a small number of people played 
such 9 colossal fraud (w such a great 
number of people. Hindus and 
Muslims alike, who were never c onsult¬ 
ed nor even remotely had anything to do 
with the game a few were playirtg in 
New Delhi were put at the mercy of the 
consequences. rM>i knowing (he whal 
and the why of what was happening 
around them." (pp. 2-3.) 

Naqvi goes on, 'In politics, what 
begins in fear usually ends in folly... 
HuTKlreds of thousands of Hindus and 
Sikhs who had lived for centuries on the 
NcKih West Frcmtier abandoned their 
homes and fled towards the proteciion 

of ihc predominanily Sikli and Hindu 

communities in the cast —• they collid¬ 
ed with panicky swarms ofMuslims flee¬ 
ing to safety m the west. The riot had 
become a rout. By the summer of 1947, 
when the creation of the new state of 
Pakibtan was announced, ten million 
people—Muslims. Hindus and Sikhs 
— were in flight By the lime the mon* 



auHOftvioAiDt. eMwim 








c;»fr«>rdinarv that. '‘After 
250 yean of respOASihOi* 
ly (here, Mountbaltcn 
gave Briuin a mere 73 
day& loget uwt.*' tp. Hflj I 
OM it cxiraorJinury thJi 
after 2SO yean mnning 
(he Raj. ihv ICS was Mi 
iHTi^ (hat it cihiIcJ rKM say 
'‘No" loiw nun. 

With diligeiKc tur<lly 
wt»nhy of (he piNiK he 
wishes (o iTuke. Ki>heds 
ferrds out (he inielligen' 
ce (hat Punjab Ci^>vcmor 
Jenkins had wametl of an 
"iimnediaic blow-up" (p. 
%2y, (hat Cunningham, 
fitrmer GovcnM>r 
NWbP and at prcH*nt pri** 
vaic secretary to the Vice* 
n>y. believed that "if Pun¬ 
jab had been given (inw 
(say eight nr nine 
miMiihs) to MTfi (HU ihcir 
^rviccs properly, the (err- 


Harris, private sccreiary k» the secretary 
uf Slate for India in London was urging: 
"H is arguable ihai (he lime limit w;is 
tot'i tight. All the seniiir officials in ihe 
India Office were rTK)sl unhappy." (p, 
80.) rhen why did titcy do nothing 
ab(H<l i(? Why likiUI I hey do nothing 
ab(H(l it? 

W'c are told Lord Ismay, Mount bat¬ 
ten’s ("hief of Siull "was feeling increa¬ 
singly disilhishmed with the direction 
of events", (p, IttKl; that held Marshal 
Aih'binlcck had fallen out with Mount- 
Ikiilcnfp. 9(t); iluii Ibv district magritra- 
le <>l 14ihorc. W i II iuin s. held 11 lai "(he pre- 
cipiutc ilcputlure of August 1947 made 
conmuinul civil war alinosl l.w.O inevi¬ 
table" tp. I 14 k ibui the cimirruindcr of 
the Ihiiijab hiKindaiy I'orcc. Mu tor 
Cicnciiil Revs, was denied die troops he 
ttecdcd 4p, 117}; (hot b'nuKis Tukcr of 
the Gurihjs nxcivxtl hi.s orders to 
imivc in lui too lute in tlK day Ip. 123): 
that Algernon Ramhold. political suere- 
iiiiy in the Indu. Olficc in l.on(k>n fell 
lh;i(, "The gain iiiislakv was to divide 



soon broke, almost a million of them Meinaxvocrcs. wiHjIdrwcThavelKiptK'n- ihepn>vi(Kcssiniiili.iivously withiruns- 
were dead and all of nonhom India was ed on Ihe anything onvoacbnig the lerring powvr at the cctiire/' (pp. 
in anas, in terror or in hiding.” tp. 119.) scale lluit they did assume" (p. K8); that 129 I Well yes. but whui on canh 


Roberts is content lo 
lay (he blame fur all (his 
Oft Mounibatten, He 
lakes no account of the 
unreprescn(alivencss of 
the 1945-46 election 
results and merely par¬ 
rots (he blinkered view of 
(he coloflialisis that Hin¬ 
dus and Muslims ciHild 
not live together and Par¬ 
ti lion. therefore, had to 
be. The Ri)beris’ view, 
quite starkly, is that if 
only Mounibatten had 
not been sent to India, 
and the old Raj hands left 
to administer the Pani- 
turn, ail would have been, 
at least relatively, well. I 
wonder. 

ROURTt FINDS il 


Mohammad All JInooh (l^fti: h# wontod Pohlaton. Mounthanao 
govoHlohIm 








were the mandarins 
doing to stop the tragedy? 
Appiircnily nothing. All 
Ihcir wisdom was reser¬ 
ved, ilwiiuld seem, for tel- 
Jing teles out of school 
over cosy luncheons long 
after India hod been vivi¬ 
sected and the blood of at 
least 2.<J(M)00 and |)cr- 
haps up lo a millkm uf its 
children spilled. 

Roberts sternly calls 
MtHinibuticn lo account 

for regarding this (Xisilta- 
niiiums lot of overpaid 
masten. of (he Raj as 
‘'hlinkvrctl bigoted Blim¬ 
ps". 1'hat is exactly what 
(hey were. If the combin¬ 
ed strength of the ICS. the 
India firfice and the flri- 
lish Indian Army could mx 
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thwan ihe perversions of one man. of 
whul earthly use was the British Raj? 

NAQV1 HAS the answer. I commend lo 
you chapter ^C of hj> book, ‘The Bri¬ 
tish'. He sums up the track record of the 
Raj thus: 

"According to a British .source, 
deaths due to famine were: 

One million between 1800-182.^ 

Four million between 1825-1850 

Five million between 1850-1875 

Fifteen milUon between ISTS-im" 
(p. 63) 

Naqvi goes on: 

"Nearly all our problems today have 
grown up during British rule and as a 
direct result of British policy. The peculi¬ 
ar character of ihi s rule in India compel I- 
ed them to pursue certain policie^^ 
which helped to widen the gulf ^tween 
the rri^or communill .. Div idc <t 
rd is a maxim that has been followed by 
all conquerors in all countries* and in all 
ages... Various groups were so arranged 
as lo prevent any sentiment tif national 
unity growing up among them und l/i- 
bal and ctmimuna] loyalty and slogans 
were eiKtniraged.’' Ipp. ^-65). Could 
have been put more elegantly ^ but 
you get the point. 


A smaN class of the Muslims 
got the positions and the 
profits they sought in their 
proodsed land. But 12S 
fflilKonMusKmshave 
remained in Mia to pay. at 
the hands of Hindu 
communaiists, the price for 
the vivisection of Mia 


The worst thing Nehru did was to 
take over this administrative rystein 
lock, stock and barrel. It is only now, 
with Panchayaii Raj. that we are beginn¬ 
ing to escape the thmldcmi of the rotten 
system that had its logical climax in the 
gross udminislmtive mismanagement 
ihai charecn rised ihe handl ing of the Bri - 
lish scuttk from Rmpirc. 

Rubens* other major grouse is "the 
clear and unrelenting hits... which 
Muunlbailen had against Jinnah. 
Muslims and Pakistan*, (p. 84.) I find 
that difficull 10 undeniaj^ A^er all. 


R^exu approvingly quotes Lord Arne- 
ry*$ view that Mountbaiien's dccisiion 
to set a deadline for the British scuftic 
"destroyed any hope of preserving Indi¬ 
an unity. Jinnah M imly to say no fiw 
any proposal sheut of an iiidcpendeiU 
Pakistan to have hi& way. Tbe C<mgrcss 
leaders could hardly beg (he British (o 
stay. Prom the moment Mountbuiien Ian 
ded in Delhi. Partition became inevita¬ 
ble.'ip. 80.) 

ilNfUHWANIEDPiikisUn. Mountbat- 
ten gave it to him. Where, then, is (he 
bias? Apparently, in not also agreeing 
with Jinnah (hat Pakistan was not seced¬ 
ing from India, but that two rulions 
were being bom anew {swayamhhu, as 
we say — bom of itself) on 14/15 
August 1947. And. more substantively, 
in leaning on Radcliffc to not gift the 
tehsils of Femzepur and Zira to Frisian. 

Over ten pages of tedious detail. 
Roberts uoeanhsamound ofcircumstan- 
lial evidence to suggest that Mounibatl- 
cn tel it be known to Radclifl'c (hat it 
would be best to allot Fenirepur to 
India although 55 percent of its populS' 
(ion was Muslim (which, incidentally, 
meani. although Robens boringly fails 
to see the point, that 45 per cent was 
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not.) Hus leads lo Die indictment (p. 
lOl) that "Inherent in his orders from 
Attlee, his viceregal oath and his 3rd of 
June Plan was a duty of strict impartial i • 
ty as representative of the British Raj. 
Mountbiuten betrayed that trust * (p. 
101 ) 

Roberts cortveniently overlooks his 
own quotation from the mhuucbons giv¬ 
en to the Radcliffe 
Commission that while 
demarcation would be 
"on the basis of ascertain' 
ing the contiguous majO' 
rity areas of Muslims and 
nofi'Muslims. in doing 
so. ii will take into 
account other fuciors.'’ 

{p. 92 ““ emphasis 
H(lded). What Mountbaii- 
cn apparently did was to 
get the information reach* 
ed to Radclifl'e that 
Ferorepur fell on ihc cis* 

Sutlej bunk {implying 
that such a major natural 
feature would constitute 
a more logical boundary) 
and that the hcadworks of 
the irrigation system for 
ail of (he Bikaner area 
were located ai 
rero7epur. 

Both, one would have 
thought, were germane 
’other factors". What on 
earth was wrong in bhng* 
ing these factors to Rad* 
cliffe's notice? Especial* 
ly as Radcliffe was aware 
—or should have been 
— (hat a major nrsenul 
was located in Ferozepur 
on which Pakistan was 
casting a covetous eye. 

Nothing, it would seem, eicept that it 
amounted to vidaiioo of the Marquess 
of Queensbury rules that Mounibatten 
had somewhat ostentatiously set him¬ 
self. It is typical of British hypocrisy 
(hat form is given more inpunance (lian 
substance. Radcliffe could just as easily 
have rejecied (his tainted information as 
accepteed it. After all, it U Roberts him¬ 
self who deM;ribe6 Sir Cyril Radcliffe 
as "the ^ineni London bister" — p. 
91. (Naqvi is more culling; "A gentle¬ 
man called Radcliffe was flown in 
strai^t from London. Immediaiely on 
his arrival, he was given a map of India 
and a pencil and was asked to detenninc 
(he boundaries of Pak i.stan. His q uali Heu • 
tion (or the task was that he did not 


know anything about India and hud 
never even visited it hclorc. Radcliffe's 
pencil ran through the heart of India and 
cut thousands of families into pieces. 
When his task w«s completed, fanners 
found that their fields lay- in India and 
(heir houses in Pakistan and even 
houses had ihcir emmnev in Pakistan 
and ihcir ciniriyards in India, or the 


Roberts’ view, quite sUridy, is 
that if only Lord Mouiitbatten 
had not bem sent to India, and 
the old Raj hands left to 
administer^ Partition, all 
would have been, at least 
reiathrely, w^l 


other way round" - -p. H t .> 

If His Hmincncc Sir Cyril ci'uld >u* 
easily have tallcn in with being tidd 
"Ihai it was his patriotic duty to dfaw 
the fAmiier so as to place die urscnul in 
India. Rodcliftc would naiioidlv (riatu* 
nilly?j have rcspoiHied in ihc p.i(Tioiic 
call", (pp. %-•)? — my italics, as they 
say.) Oh. yeah .• Was h j s inicgriiy so casi • 
ly pufclia- 

sahk? Was ihc man rial- 
ly so gullible? (HkUy. wc 
know MoUDibailvn was a 
knave. How now ihen. 
me hearties, was R add iff 
a fool 

TMERf IS more endear¬ 
ing nonsense along simi¬ 
lar line’s. Sir Conrad Cor* 
field. Ihc political adviser 
to the princely states, is 
approvingly quoted as 
holding that "the values 
of personal indigenous 
rule were... not negligible 
and should not, 1 think, 
have been oNiieraled". In 
other words, it would 
have been so much belter 
if Empi re had coded w i i h 
600 sovereign stales on 
(he Indian suheontinem 
instead of the measly t«'o 
the Heits udualiy left us 
1 u inakedo wiih. 

Kobe Its' approval of 
llic Codicid thesis is nol 
surprising given lhai he is 
so censiirioiis ol I.ady 
Mounibalicn undergoing 
"u total conversion" on 
die outbreak ol World 
War 11. "She aKmdoncJ 
her sybaritic Uriplit 
Young Thing oistence 
and hccairbc a frenetic organisci ol 
good causes, u hi I si al so work i ng fi >i left • 
wing, fcl low-1 rave I ling jw Mi lieu I ends. It 
is debatable in which incumalion sIk* 
was moic insuflVrahlo. .She hccarno pro- 
Sos'ici. unt I •colonialist and increasingly 
caustic about the capitalist system 
w’hkh bihl giu'ii hei ovsT) thing, ikiw 
easy ills likTii senii loyal iiniiioiMiicss.’ 
noted Chips ('iMniKm .. 'who Ii,is 
alrtH»s( exhausted all Ihc pictsurcs of 
money and position, to turn almost c<Mn* 
mumM?‘"tp. '9.) 

Roberts was Kmii ths yvar I came 
down from ('amhridgc. My lliitisli(on< 
icmpiKanes. bom in the closing ycais of 
Ihc Kaj. and thus of the fiiM piot-Raj 

gcnc(uli<in, wen* decent humun beings 

. 
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urho would ^vc been ashamed of bold* 
in$ the kind (d* prejudices whk'h 
Roberts flaunts as an ucudcmic quahHca- 
lion. I suppose one rnusi pul his type 
down to what a decade and more of Mag¬ 
gie 'Fhatchcr ha^ spawned. 

In consequence. Roberts, in his aitcm* 
pc to live up 10 Anthony Howards' cha¬ 
racterisation of him as "not merely a 
fully paid-up revisionist; he is a hum 
polemicist well" has become merely 
a mouthpiece of Pakiscani propaganda. 
He endorses Adjuiunt-Gcncnil Sav«w 
ry’s view "that it was the Sikhs u ho had 
initialed the trouble " (p. 115) without 
seeing that this contradicts the informa¬ 
tion he provides on the very oem page 
that Tara Singh was seeking to "avciigs' 
a massacre of 2.000 Sikhs in Kuwiilpin- 
di in March”. There is little point in rhiw 
apponiofling blame over who siaited 
what — but should a historian be w bla¬ 
tantly Liktng sides? 

Similarly, he usens (p. )25> that 
"this process <of communal killings) 
began when the Sikhs attcmiHed to tsM- 
cc the Mu»ili(n» out of cast Punjab.. The 
Muslinu» faced with mass liquidation. 


Tbe peculiar chvacter of the 
Bri^ rule ki India wideiied 
the guM between the major 
commutribes here. The-worst 
thing JawaharW Nehni did 
was to take over Uhs 
administrative qrstem lock, 
stock and barrel 


siwKi retaliated*. How a historian wfx» 
dcNc'ribcs Justice G.D, Khosla's Siem 
keiiiMhii! as “meticulous*' (an assess¬ 
ment I entirely share)caniteoncik Justi¬ 
ce Khosla's tindivgs with the bald aikSer- 
tion that it all started in east Punjab and 
that the Muslims of the wesi merely 
"retaliated*. 1 am unable u> fathom. 

MAQVI SAYS frankly that his "is not a 


book on history. It is rvui even wriiien 
by a historian... It Is more in the nature 
of a cry of anguish over what history 
has (kmc to us," (p. 4.) 

But happily he docs not rest his oars 
there. After showing how intertwined 
have been the destinies of Hindus and 
Muslims in India over the last one thou¬ 
sand yeun> and more (pp .16-$!). 
desuoying succincUy in the process the 
Muslim League's wholly Nigus two- 
nation IhCiiry. Naqvi quite correctly 
tdentifics the "isvo generation gap" in 
Muslims tidiing to modem cduculion 
after the p(rst-l857 British anti-Muslim 
pogrom as being the root cau.se of "the 
upper and white-collar class of Muslims 
appnrhensivc of (holding their own) in 
the oncoming independent domocmtic 
India", tp. 74). It is this smaM class that 
ran the Pakistan Movement in (he few 
years between the dream and its 
realisation. 

Those few got the positions and the 
profits they sought in their promised 
land - at least in iho c;irly hulcyon 
days. But 125 million Muslims have 
remained in India to pay. at (he hands of 
Hindu eommuiialists. (he price for the 
vivisection of India. Annesurc 111 (pp, 
211-212) tells (he dolorous ulc of "Com¬ 
munal Rhgs In India'. 

Naqvi makes a powerf ul plea for com¬ 
munal humiony in India. Me is also per¬ 
ceptive about the communal dimensitm 
(0 the India-Pakistan relaiionship: 
"While Indians arc right in pnnesling 
that they have no intention of undoing 
Pakistan, the Pakistanis are not wroiig 
in thinking that India would love lo see 
Pakistan somehow get lost." (p. 162.) 

J also agree with Naqvi, on ihe basis 
of having lived in Karachi us a diplomat 
for all of ihrec years, (hut "India is insi¬ 
de every Pakistani... Hence the surpris¬ 
ing fact (hat despite having been subject¬ 
ed to relentless anti-India or anii- 
PakiSlant propaganda for dO^^dd years, 
the va&i mujoriiy of people in the two 
countries bear Hide animosity towards 
each other." (p. 164.) 

Lei us leave to the Brits and their 
Robertses the agonising over whether 
Mounihanen did the right or wrong 
thing in 1947. Let us look forward 
Instead to seeing how we can end die 
worst consequences of Paifiiion a half- 
century aAcr the event. Por unless we 
leam to do so. we are doomed to live for- 
everthehomffofthe Panition. • 


fTlw Mt*« MpiVMM M boM Mnp of M# MMV •TV flvto 
panya ^Qgiinon / 
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IHOER UALHOTRA 



Iranian President RafsanjanVs visit consolidates ties between India and Iran 


^ rf-iHow things change. 
Only a few months 
V ’ ago when the Iranian 
Ali Akhar 
Hashemi Raf^jani. 
cancelled his visii to 
this country almost 
■■■■Hlitcrally at 'the last 
minute, there was much displeasure in 
New Delhi. This was undcrsUindable. 
But in some quarters the pique was earn¬ 
ed too far. Now. alt of a HU^n. Rafsin* 
jani's sojourn here 
has turned out to be such 
a s|)ectacular success that 
the recent strain in the 
[ndo-lrartian rclatiunship 
seems unbelievable. 

The visit's beneficial 
outcome and high points 
need not be dilated upon. 

A brief mention would 
do. The trilateral agree¬ 
ment. to be soon cons ert- 
cd into a treaty, betweert 
this country. Iran and 
Tutimenisian. signed by 
the three foreign mini- 
sierSi is truly historic and 
path-breaking. It provi¬ 
des India with the much- 
needed access to Central 
Asia which, as the defen¬ 
ce ministry's annual 
report has underscored, is 
an area of vital importan¬ 
ce to us. meriting much 
greater Indian attention than it gets at 
present. 

Other agreements foreshadowing 
fmicfut cooperation between India and 
Iran in trade, economic and lechfiologi- 
cal Reids have clear importance of (heir 
own. Of these the most signifkant is the 
accord on the formation of a joint Ind^ 
Iranian company fwthe eitploraiion and 
production of oil and gas in Iran. India 
and "third countries". Anyone with 
expert knowledge of trends in energy 
sources would perceive at once that this 
is among the wisest decisions that could 
have been taken. 

On Kashmir, the Babri Masjid and the 


Muslim minority in India, Rafsanjani's 
statements, both public and private, 
were unexceptionable. Even t^ BJP 
would me object lo them though the 
VHP might. However. U would be ryiiive 
to expect that the complkaiions that Iran 
has sometimes caused in the handling of 
these i S.VUCS would become a thing of the 
pest. 

Given the present nulure and ideology 
of the Iranian state. Tehran will continue 
to add to our di fficult les in managing the 


mentalivm to Pakistan’s cast, (he impli- 
cat ions of the Pakistani offer to Washing¬ 
ton are clear enough. 

Rafsanjani's own decision to open up 
the land route lo Central Asiahv Indin is 
an equally dear message to Bena/ir 
Bhuiio whose American friends arc 
reiummg Pakistani miNiary equipment 
sent for mainteruince and repairs live 
years ago wholly unrepaired. So much 
for Bill Clinton's sweet words to the 
P^isiani Pnme Minister, 

. It i.dn this context that 
‘ V India has agreed to main* 
lain Iran’s navy, includ¬ 
ing its kilo-ciasK submari¬ 
nes. supplied by Russia 
aid also in service in this 
. country. Other forms of 
cooperation will follow 
though supply of military 
equipment is no pan of ii. 

The credit for (he 
happy turnaround in rela¬ 
tions with Iran should go 
almost entirely lo P.V. 
Narasimha Rao. He 
knows Kafsunjani and 
other Iranian leaders 
rather well. For he used to 
travel to Tehran often 
enough as foreign mini¬ 
ster in the Eighties. Evi¬ 
dently, he took care to sil¬ 
ence those in the Indian 
foreign policy and ccoou- 
mic policy esublishmcni 
who are unalde to depart from a unidi- 
measional vi«>w of Iran. 

In the high drama of renew al of friend¬ 
ship and cooperation with Iran some 
comic relief wa.s provided by the DS trea¬ 
sury secret^. Robert Rubin, also in 
India at (he same time and, apparently. 

peeved on being ov^&hadowcd by the 

Iranian Pre,sident. His tantrum to the 
effect that had he known of the two visits 
clashing he would have come some 
other ticne was nghtly ignored by PV. 
Rafsanjam's rejolnd^ was crushing; 
since his visit had been announced long 
ago, America’s ability (o aiuimilale 
infonnaiion leaves a lot to be desired. • 


AH/UtarH8S]i«ml Msan^kMBvMtilitfihMlimt 
pnwttHiipiicBCiot 


minority'related problems. But (his sin¬ 
gle negative factor in the bilateral rela¬ 
tionship can surely be kept within con¬ 
trol. especially brause of the iir^aa- 
(ives of economic, cultural, political, 
civili&arional and, above all, strategic 
cooperaiicm desired by bodi sides. 

Im is a major pUjw in the regiMi of 
(he utmcMit importance to us. At present, 
i( is being specially targeted by the US 
and sought to be isolated and pilloried, h 
has not failed to notice that despite the 
much-trumpeied religious ties with Inn. 
Pakistan has been offering iis services to 
America lo "combai Islamic fundamen¬ 
talism". Since there is no Islamic funda* 
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NEW IN D I A 

1 

Slfclyfint 

Or Icadml^ that 
h^ proM aH that 
one holds dean 


New India is one o< the first fulfy Indian 


insuance companies 



Since Its inception 75 years ago New indid 
has remained firm in its pledge to ottfr security 
and supood to the people of India 

Over the years, New India has offered a range 
cf pathbreaking ir>$uranoe covers Prom cancer 
mediclaifri ar^ birthngrit (unborn child welfare i 
To low premium perscmi accident policies fc 
farmers And cash compensation for ih* 
underprn^legej. m the event of accider^idi deati 
of sole breadwinr>er 

These insurance covers from New Indi' 
are helping make life a lot more secure 
Physically and emotionally 

No wonder. New India remains India's leading 
general insurance company 



Knowing New India 



1993^ 

Global premium income 

Rs.1616crores 

No. of offices 

1197 

No. of employees 

24,500 

No. of policy covers 

124 
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NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 



75 years of solid, secure support 
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Air main feMunAM coMra. Urban 
‘ Hj t u aai Padias* 

*r^**P! ftora^cri}/<»<to»♦ Due* ♦ Aawa • Dophanr ♦ npc«Practoaft wit»f Prawn 
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Mchardi, Tendulkar 


better al^wiiul 


nwch strel^rter 
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From Ranji toTendulkir, Indian 
cricket has traversed a long journey. And 
as the willow has changed hands, so has 
cricket’s geography and its sociology. 
When Ranji made his first<lass debut, 
India was not even an independent 
nation-state. The sport's feudal origins meant that playing 
cricket was confined to the princely class. To play for king 
and empire was considered the highest honour for an aspiring 
cricketer. As the prince of Nawanagar, Ranji remained an 
Empire loyalist and not a nationalist hero. 


Sachin Tendulkar is the jewel in 

India’s crown 

he art of hatsmanship has often extended beyond 
the boundary. At the start of the century, cricket's 
most celebrated knight was Kumar Ranjilsinhji. 
His batting feats evoked Orientalist prose. "A 
magical light is shining in the East." is how Neville 
Cardus described him. For the British Empire, Ranji was their 
cricketing kohinoor. 

Now. as we approach the end of the century, another 
diamond has arrived on the world stage. The aura which once 
enveloped Ranji, Uxlay surrounds Sachin Tendulkar. If a 
black and white picture of Ranji leg-glancing adorns 

cricket's museums even today, it is 
almost certain that hundred years from 
now. Tendulkar’s driving will luminate 
personal videos. 
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his teeth jiM a hole bit more, and procc' 
ed to grind hit opponents down. 
maacHy defensive technique enuhied 
him to score runs in almoM ad conditions, 
Tendulkar may idolise Gavaskar, but 
his entire approach lo the game is diffe* 
rent. Bowl a bouncer lo Gavaskar at the 
start of his innings, and he would almost 
certainly sway out of line. Bowl one to 
Tendul^r. and there is a fair chance that 
the M|uarc‘kg umpire will be looking 
for protection. Bowl a good*lcnglh ball 
to Gavaskar and he would probably pat 
it back to the bowkr. Tendulkar's gett' 
ius ties in the fact that he could probably 
drive the tame ball in the gap for four. 


Now, the Raj is over, and with it has 
ended England's domination of the 
game that they once taught the world as 
part of the Victoriaa games ethic. It is no 
coincidence that the three best batsmen 
in the world today — Tendulkar. Lara 
and In/amam — are all 'ea natives*. 
Cleariy. with Britain's diminishing rt>le 
in most aspects of global society, a new 
world order has set in on the cricket field 
as well. 

Tendulkar is the prototype of i hi s new 
order. Unlike Rai^i. he docs not have to 
bear the guilt of teing enslaved on and 
off the field. The swagger with which he 
walks to the wicket, ear ring et al. 
renccLs the new self* 
ctmfidcftce that is sweep* 
ihrou^ Indian socie* 
ty in general. Indeed, he 
symbolises the upwardly 
mobile youth India 
Inc., whowill allow them* 
selves to be dictated only 
by the r<ia«t of the free 
market, JlBH 

At the age of 2f, Ten- 
dulktf is already a media 
star and a milMoniilre. a 
hard-nosed professional 
who cams a living by 
playing crickd round the 
year. In that sense, hi.s 
emergence also murk.s 
the end ol a gentler era ,» 
liine Sunday club 
cnckci, of Brylcrucnicd 
hair and of sporting pnw 
wess providing a ticket to 
a iob in Stale Bank of 


school of bal^manship were founded by 
the cricketing guru. Vijay Merchant, 
These comrnandments included (a) 
occupy the crease and the tuns will come 
(b) never lift the ball (c) only (day in the 
‘V* between mid*ofr and mid-on for the 
first hour (d> wail for llw bad hall before 
playing a stroke in anger. Tlie over-all 
goal is. 'keep pUying percentage 
cricket*. 

The be^t eaponenl of these principles 
was probably Sunil Gavaskar, Hot hour 
after hour, with the dedication of a sculp¬ 
tor building a nwnument Gavaskar con¬ 
structed his innings. If he lifted a ball, he 
would quickly admonish himself, grit 


He iv. pcrtuips, more in the mould ot a 
C.K. Nayudu and Mushtaq Ali from (he 
Holkar school of baiting who hcheved 
that a cricket hall is meant lo be hii. 
Sonic purists may be aghast nt the num¬ 
ber of limes Tendulkar hits the hall in the 
air But with a hai thal weighs over three 
pounds, any lofted drive often sce> the 
hall ending up in the sionds. 

The dilTciena.' in style between a Ten¬ 
dulkar and a Gavaskar also has to do 
with Ihc dramatic manner in which the 
sport has changed over the past two 
decades. Gavaskar, in his formative 
yean, was nurtured in an environment 
where Test cricket was supreme. The 
Onc-I^y game was. ai best, an unpicas* 
am distraction. 

Today, scoring 36 runs in 60 overs as 
Gavuktf did in the inaugural World 
Cup of 1975. would probably have seen 


A nd yet. Tendulkar al«o provides a 
continuity with the pa^u. One of the 
great traditions of Indian cricket ha.« 
been the Bombay school of batsman- 
ship. It is unlikely Ihai luty other city, 
with the possible exception of Bridge¬ 
town. Barbados, has produced such an 
array of outstanding batsmen over such 
a sustai ned period of u me. 

Most of these batsmen have come 
from the Maharashtrian middle-class. 
hoT this community, cricket has become 
their bodge of prid^JDd identity, much 
Uke what literauoe U for tbc Bengali, 
Avic and dance Av the Tamilian and 
rtia j mircpreneqri^ spirit for the Punja¬ 
bi, Tendulkar is cwly the laicsl icon of 
thejMMagbBiM middle-class. 

nHPlkM^lc being part of this great 
intflfiliitfBdulka] retuns his distinc* 
Tlie principles of (he Bombay 


At the of 21. 

Tendulkar is already 8 
media star and a 
millionaire, a 
hard-nosed professional 
who earns a Ifvii^ by 
playing cricket round the 
year. In that sense, his 
emergeiioe also marks 
the end of a gentler era 





him dropped fhm) the team. Then, it har¬ 
dly made a difference. 

Tendulkar though, i.s a creature of the 
post-Packer era where OnC'Oay inienu- 
tionaJs arc splauicred like C4Nifetii on a 
dinner table. No cricketer can hope to 
prosper now unless he adjust.s to (Me* 
Dtf y and Test cricket with equal ease. 

As a natural stroke*player, who has 
tU) problem keeping the dhobi occupied 
while scurrying around in (he field and 
can even bowl a bit, Tendulkar is made 
for the limifed-oven game. That he has 
also hii eight Test hundreds besides in 
his brief Test career so far shows ihai 1^ 
can play the longer venion too. And 
when required, he can even bat to save u 
match as he did when scoring his first 
Test century at Old Trafford as a 
Ib'year-old. 

W hat makes lendulkar such an out* 
iianding talent? What is rmrsi 
striking is his iinnwnse sclfhelief and 
ability to handle pressure. Intemulionai 
cricket is a mind game where only the 
tougliesi can survive. Tendulkar's tnfee* 
t i(His sm i Ic and curly locks arc a crviel act 
of deception. For under the visage of a 
ciih lurks the ferocity of a tiger. Remem¬ 
ber how he*volunteered to bowl at the 
death in the Hent Cup scmi*nnah a 
couple of years ago. 

I remember one true innings he play* 
cd even before he liad played a firsl* 
class match. It was. perliaps. one of his 
first matcJws in Bombay’s highfy com 
petilive club cricket. On a na.sty wkkci. 
he Was facing up lo a liKal fast bowler. 
kn<»wn to intimidate hotsmen. As Ten¬ 
dulkar walked in. the fast Niwler promis¬ 
ed to knock the 'little fella's head otT. 
The first lour bulls were alj pitched 
.short; all were pulled for four. 

His shol-m^ing ability ha^ evoked 
ciunparison with Viv Richards the 
West Intlian great. Like Richards. Ten¬ 
dulkar iovc^ 10 dominate the bowling. 
But I would hazard to say that I'endul* 
kar. perhaps, is a heller al’-round player 
than Richards, He certainly plays much 
stratghicr, and some of his Mr*dghf driv* 
ing this season has been quite 
extraordinary. 

Like all great players. Tendulkar is 
beautifully halaru^. 1'he slight front* 
fixit movement that he had developed 
during his stint wiih Yorkshire has been 
sorted out. giving him lust that little hit 
of extra lime to rock on the hack foot and 
play his shots. 

There have been nmes when he does 
get carried away and try and play one 


>wasvi04w* 411^1 


shot too many. Bui if his impetuosity 
suggests a tendency to muck a his own 
taleu. (hen forget it. For make no mista¬ 
ke, Tendulkar, like all top haismcn. 
hales getting out. And he wants to be a 
record-breaker. 

A rixTiii ankle revuakd hikw he had 
compiled a list of all his scores this sea* 
son. and was conscious <if his avenge. 
And while he needs lu banish the con* 
central ion lapses if he wants to hixomc a 
triple centurion. Brian Lara can't rest 
easy while Tendulkar is at play. 

Indeed, his batting tMs year only cun* 
firms how quick a learner he is. Only a 
year or so ago, I recall Gavaskar warn* 



SMhli: ht Biso faickcs himself es a bowler 


ing his skishyti that he shtwid mn reach 
out to the hull, hut give himseU the chan¬ 
ce to play it laic. Tltal’s. exactly what 
he's done, making hiv hatli ng even mure 
impressive. It also pnwes that Tendul* 


cd to be our schoolboy champion. 
"Would you like lo be a Test player one 
day?* asked Amamath. Tendulkar hlu- 
iJied: "All I want lo do is practice. ' 

W lat adds to the Tendulkar mystique 
IS I he ’age factor'. Peicr Koehuek, 
one of tlic most cerebral aMnmem.'iiors 
of the game, oncc^spnkc of hi>w most 
English buys were never even allowed 
lo play in a seniors match till they were 
well into their teens. To think that Ten¬ 
dulkar U scoring Test hundreds al an age 
when others would be happy to jusi he 
wearing flannels." said Roebuck 
incredulously. 

Tendulkar is our very 
own Doogie Howser. 
M.D.. a kiiklergjrtcn kid 
who has already passetl 
tiarvard Med schoi>l. 
Noticing that with every 
year he scerm to hat even 
better, it is mind- 
boggling lo think what he 
will have achieved by the 
Lmc (Hir 22-yeur-o1d 
veteran' is a 'grand¬ 
master' of 40. 

Perhaps, the best time 
to evaluate Tendulkar's 
true coninhuiion lo the 
mtermuional gome will 
be when he has fmi.shcd a 
career spanning 200 
Tests and MW Onc-IMy 
inicniHlkniaK. These 
Hgures are Himalayan, 
hut no peak at ihe 
moment seems too high 
for him. 

The only danger is that 
the n'undthe-yciira'gim- 
cn may wear him down 
wisr physically. But Tendul¬ 

kar is a batsman 
(although he does fancy himself as a 
bowler), ano ihc naiuiv of the game is 
such that ihc balsmen arc less prone to 
long-term injuries. 

Indeed, when (he epitaph of Indian 


kar IS willing lo put in that extra hit of I halting in the 2Bih century comes to he 


work to improve his game. And that's 
really a key ckmcni. For there have 

been any number 4^ talcnicd cTwkeieot 

who have never quite fulBllcd their 
potential simply bucuuse ilvy wcreci’i 
willing to sweat il out. 

Mohindcr Ainamath has an interest* 
ing story to relate. Ik was interviewing 
a group of kids fur a television program- 
me many yean^o. One of them happen- | 


written, it may well read somcihing like 
this: 

Dedicated lo; Ranji. who inlr<>duc«Hl 
Indian hatsmanship to the w^irld stage; 
C.K. Nayudu, who gave It a spirit, 
Vijay Men’hani who gave il a body; 
Sunil Gavaskar, who gave it 
perfection: 

And, finally, to Sachin Tcridulkur. 
who gave it a touch ol divinity, • 
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What makes Sachin Tendulkar one of the world's greatest batsmen ? 


I was the (luy of Bai&akhi 
Apni) and joumafjsis found 
Sachin Tendulkar in his ditfkencd 
houl room in Sharjah. The Onals 
uf the Pepsi AsiaCup were M.'hcdu* 
led for the next day. India was playing 
Sri lainka 

The high point of any Sharjah match 
Is an Indla Pakistun contest. Pohticianv 


about what ^ uncontained Tendul¬ 
kar saxjld do. Sri tanka's captain. Atju- 
na Ranaiunga. revealed before the 
match that iheir principal target wtaild 
he Tendulkar. 

At the p)ay>ufr Nsdf. Tendulkar was 
aa Tendulkar ia. He was driving the hall 


wa»i seen as being responsible for Indl-* 
a's viciory. Right through the course of 
the Asia Cup. he wax the doughty spirit 
that kept his country — and his team • 
mdtes — gomg. 

As Krishnamachari Srikkanih. Indi¬ 
an fiery former opener, says, "Sachin 


film stars und businessmen frotn all over against the PakisUnis JuM $o a.s to be 


the suhconiineni and from the Middle 
East itself Oy in lo witness the tension- 
packed encounter. There is much emo¬ 
tion, a lot of giiie-nKmcy. and ihc ntalch 
iM vitabi y take s on i he contours of a w ar. 
This rime was no differeni. And as 
before. Indian balling crumbled hefiirc 
Pukisiani pace. The only man who could 
have soiled out lhai attack and prevent¬ 
ed the Pakistanis fnmi gaining a psycho¬ 
logical advantage was Tcndull^. Ihe 


straight and hard. His strokes to cover Tendulkar is the only match-winning 
were bnlliani. He had .shown restraint hatsman we have." Adds Imran Khan. '1 
against the PakisUnis JuM so a.s to be would love to have Sachin Tendulkar in 
able to suy longer ai the ocase.and it rny leant. He is a top-class butsinun." 


able to Slay longer ai the ocase.and it 
hadn'r worked. So. now he was 
stroke-making. 

He made two misiakcs but neither of 
the two caiches were taken, and Sachin 
went on to score 4 1 runs with five fours. 
This innings wa.s rKUhing compared lo 
the 112 nut out he made ogainsl Sri 


Vendulkar is in a class of his own. in 
I fact. 

• He is the youngest cricketer to score 
1,000 runs in Test cKckci. He was 19 
years. 217 day.s when he hit a Ion in 


Lanka in iheir firu encounter but it laid Johannesburg in 1992-93 in his I9ih 
the plimh on which captain Mohain med TcM. 


logteal advaniiigc was Tendulkar, ine Arharuddin and Navjol Singh Sidhu 
Pakistanis, from watching him ova and built India's easy viciory. • 11k youngest again io »core live lest 

over again on v idco. knevs him be the Arharudden was adji^ed Man of the hundreds. He was 19 years and 294 days 

only danger loihein. And they dismiss- Match and Sidhu. Man of the Series, then. West Indies' George HetKlIcy had 

ed him early. The resi was all loo easy. But. somehow. ii was Tendulkar who scored his fourthTesi hundred when he 

But thanks lo an unex¬ 
pected Sri Unku victory SwMii (fiMM rtflrt) It tht Asl« Cup: Iw kipt hIs tatm-iRStM Mlsg 

over Pukistun. and 
because a high- 

er run rate ihan the A A I A Jh 

teams at the j| II WjM P 11 A 

turned out lo bcarlmliu- UCtf 

Sri Lanka firuil. So there * V ~7 

was Tendulkar in his dur- 

kened hotel room psych- ^ ^ j 

ing himself up for the , iJkI V S 

ne\l day'.s finals. jKc ul 

He keeps awake all mn 9P 

night before a Test or a * ,.Si 

One-Day match. AihI he yf 

was awake on that day If ^ ' 

too. Not because of any ^ ^ r 

iKrvousness or a lack of I 

confidence. This was jusi 
h i s way of getting i nto ihc 
game even before it had 
begun. 

The Sri Lankans too 
'vere very concern'd 






• Sdctlift Tendulkar (326 not 
out), at the age of 14, in 
1987-88, while playing for hrs 
school. Shardashram. against 
St Xavier’s in Bonhay, shared a 
third-wicket partnership of 664 
runs with Vrnod Kambli (349 not 
out)—8 world record in any 
class of cricket 


• Younge$t-ever cricketer to 
score 1.000 runs in Test cricket 
at the age of 19 years and 217 
days (in Johannesburg. 

1992-93 in his 19th Test) 

• Youngest player to score live 
Test hundreds at the age of 19 
years and 294 days. West Indian 
George Headley had scored his 
fourth Test hundred at the age of 
20 years and 315 days 


• Youngest player to reach the i 
milestones of 1.000.2,000. i 
3,000,4,000,5,000.6.000 ar>d ; 
7,000 runs in first-class cricket * 


• Youngest ever to score a Test 
hundred in Australia at the age 
of 16 years and 256 days (148 
not out at Sydney 1991-92) 

C9m0fMby ItoW Kaat 9rtrM»tM¥0 


was 20 ycjrs and 15 day\ 

• Youngest m fi rsi •class vrivkct i<i make 
1.000, 2.000. .VOOO. 4,000. 5,001). 
6.000. and 7.000 runs. 

Besides, he is Ihc youngest player lo 
make a hundred on dchui m such first* 
cla.i.'* lournariKnts us the Ranji l'i\>phy. 
lh« Iran i Trophy and; he Du icep Trophy 
Tendulkar Is also (ndia s youngest Test 
player artd Test ccniurion and Oik** Day 
cricketer. 

When he played his nt^iulcn fest 
mtich in Karachi's National Stadium in 
1989-90, Juved Miandud whirried Uit 
someone so yming facing such a pace 



attack. He didn't warn I'cndulkur donj 
out of his courage And lie wasn't. 

In that 1 esi. Tendulkar made only 15. 
Apparently, he had self-doubSs then 
about his intcmaiional career. It wjs to 
he the only time he felt s<idim'n. But he 
stuck it out. scoring 59 in ihe Tesi at 
Faisahihud and making a classy S7 in 
SialkotafUT that 

lie stayed on. playing idiuy in New 
/cjland wher^* he missed geiinig 
his century the nude K8 
runs) It lie had. he uould 
have hcakm PakisUin's 
Musi I lai) Mohaiiii imxI ' s 
rcci >r«l 4 li t VI n g the y 4 King • 
csiccniiiiN'muks'r 

t 

Moll.MluniHl S.IVI IVll' 
dulkar play in hngland a 
lew m<inihs later and said 
hi' u«>uld have lud no 
regrets if Ins record hitJ 
heel I hrokcii lie w as then 
i|tMricil us saying. 'That 

ho) luis class ill fiK'l. 

Uhis of M. S4> uKiil i 1 he 
didn't hciiei my record, 
he's sure to break aihven 
01 hers " 

K> Tendul¬ 

kar IuhI hiTcn fully bloo¬ 
ded. Wiih ilv exception 
ot .Sunil <iuvjskar per- 
Iki|»s. iiu»sI Indian boisni- 
cii are ihK loily eomforiu* 
hie helore piKV. Indian 
piiclks an' mostly onii- 
puce and Indians have 
hcc<i great IV irooNcd hy 
West Indies iwccfs m die 
West Indies and hy 
Australian paeers in 
Aiisiralia. "HC 

Tcmlulkar showed thal « 
he was differcni. In the i®"y©«l 
tour of Australia in Sunil G 
J99I M2. Indian hutting Ki4i|jai|t 
collapsed against pwc. ■Hlllwllt 

But Tendulkar ivored a 

iwo centuries. Even now. 
he thinks thm the hunijred he 
got in the fifUt and last Tcsi at Penh w&s 
his best as it came out of adversity. 

He excellod ickv in the World Cup 
lltcic. li LonipcBcd Gusaskar u> say. 
then. "He's a imvc accoinplishi^ 
iM-ycoT'Old than I was." He hasn't 
changed hts opinior) since. Uui week, 
Gavaskar lok' St npav. "He's a mosi 
brilliant and outstanding 
hutsinan " 

S Venkaturaghavan. the lormer Test 
4»fr-^nner. is trnrv expansive. "As an 


umpire," he says, "I saw him ot dose 
quarters about four years hack in a Deo- 
4lhar Trophy match helore he made his 
Test debut. The way he demolished ihc 
East Zone attack I knew a star was born," 
And he adds. T rate Tendulkar as the 
most complete batsman in the intemutio* 
nal circtiii.'' 

T here is some disagrecmcni uboui 
th4. Refore Brian \jkra broke the 


"He’s a more accomplished 
18-year-old than I was," concedes 
Sunil Gavaskar. "Sachin is a most 
brilliant and outstanding batsman" 


W4^d individual record to moke 375 
runs against England, Tendulkar's pusi* 
lion as Ihc number one batsman wa.s 
und-isailed. Then things changed. 

Comparisons were drawn. Statistics 
were dredged up. Lara has an average of 
57^ from 19 Tests and Tendulkar 
52.71 in 35 Tests. In One-Dayers loo- 
Lara scorev with 40,22 against Tendul¬ 
kar's 36.86 (including the Sharjah Asia 
Cup). 

But as always, statjuics don't lell the 
whole .siury. Lm's 375 runs came agui n- 
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$\ Englajxl which perhaps has one of the 
weakest Test leams. And ii helps Lara (o 
be in one of the strongest Test teams. In 
cunirasi. Tendulkar has good Test avera' 
ges in both Australia and West Indies. 
Also, even while Tendulkar docs very 
well against pace, Lara has fumbled 
against spin in the recent West Indies 
tour of India. 

Lara's advantage though is that he has 
shown a capociiy to build big scores that 




Krishnamachari Srikfcanth is all 
praise for Sachin Tendulkar. "He is 
Hie only match'Winning batsman 
we have," he asserts 


Tendulkar has still to. Again and again. 
Tendulkar has shown impetuosity when 
he gets to a score of 40. In the match with 
Pakistan at the Asia Cup, Tendulkar, 
apparently, tried to curt his natural 
^trokeplaying and fell soon. 

In the match with Sri Lanka in the 
finals, he was more himself. But he 
bn^ his resolve not to hit the ball in the 


he has lo make big scores. ” 

Tendulkar’s own philosophy is that if 
a bowler bowL his firu hall as a boun¬ 
cer. then why can’t a batsman hit a four 
the first ball? As he told an irucrvic- 
wer before the Asia Cup final. *1 will 
f^ay a shot the firM hall I tacc. I will play 
crkkeiing shuts whatever the situat ton .* 
But this isn't half as radical as ii 
sounds. Accoiding to Tendulkar, a 
straight or a cover drive arc also 
chckciing shots. 

And cleafly. the bud 
shots he got out to rankle 
him. Friends say that he 
is trying to svork ut keep* 
ing his head down and 
knowing Tendulkar's 

fetish for perfevtiim. he 
will soon work it (HJi, 

T 'nJulkur has always 
worked hard at his 
cricket. This is despite 
the genius that he hiis for 
the game. Friends and 
mentors have wondered 
at his sumina. After hel¬ 
ling. for instance, he will 
field After fielding, he 
will practise. 

He is also said lo be 
keen on playing every 
genre of cricket, from 
nei^bourhood to Test 
cricket, even nuw. Never 
ever has he been knoun 
to he desultory. There is 
nothing that suggests 
half-buncdness idK>ut 
anything he docs. Soon 
after reaching Bombay 
I is all from Sharjah, for cum* 

, iiua 2 * pl^. Tendulkar was off 
• ^ cricket all over 

tSfnan Maharashtra atKl Gujarat. 

Milind Rege. a 
* erkketer and an enecu* 

a live with Tata Steel, who 

chose Tendul¬ 

kar for the Bombay under* 15 team, 
remembers him always to have had that 
obsession. 

'In the first innings of his first match 
in Pune, he was a failure,' said Xegc. 
"He came out in Lears. I later saw him hai 
in the corridor of the hotel where (he 
learn was put up. He kept hitting the len* 
us balls that were bowled to him. I was 
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Sachin's Indian records 

a Younoest player to make a 
hundred on debut in Ranji 
Trophy at the age of 15 years 
and 230 days 

a Youngest player to make a 
hundred on debut in Irani 
Tropby at the age of 16 years 
and 197 days 

a Youngest player to make a 
hundred on debut in Duleep 
Trophy at the age of 17 years 
and 263 days 

a Only (Hayer to make hundreds 
on debut in Ranil, Duleep and 
Irani Trophies 

a Youngest Indian Test player at 
the age of 16 years and 205 days 
(versus Pakistan In Karachi, 
t»9) 

a Youngest Indian One-Day 
player at the age of 16 years and 
237 days 

a Youngest Indian Test 
centurion at the age of 17 years 
and 112 days against England at 
Old Trafford, 1990 




Air in (be early oven and give over two surprised. How can any individual do 
caichei. Says Srikkanih, "He gets cani* such a thing coniinuoa^ily forthiiv length 
ed away at times." Adds Gavaskar, Ten* of time? 1 then realised that he was obset^* 
<1 uIkar has to learn to develop patience if sed. Obsessed with erkket 


Ramakant Achrekar, who coai^Kd 
Tendulkar at the Shardashram School 
since he was nine, al so recaJ I s h i s dcdica- 
liim, "Today,” says Achrekar. "Sachin 
can do anything. But even in those early 
days, when I realised that he was more 
than a very good player, the good thing 
was that he was developing his talent 
and cricket all the time." 

" Seldom did he take Lime off to revel 
in or even silently enjoy his achieve¬ 
ments. Instead he would be more inter¬ 
ested in a posi-monem. Even now. he’s 
asking everybody. "Whaf s wrong with 
me? Is this correci, is (his not?' And he 
WLHks harder and harder." 
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There is nothing tu suggest a basic 
inHCeuriiy here. Theiv's none. When his 
good friend VimKJ Kuinhli u«is dinng 
better in one long season more than u 
year agu. the press wrote iiboui Tendul* 
kar feeling loss. Tendulkar never reacts 
to press rcpt>rts and <w this occasion, 
too, didn't, loiter, when he talked about 
ihui periixS, he was very cunvirK'ing that 
be lelt no envy at all about Kumhli 

On one level, Tendulkar isemiruuKis* 
ly confident about his ericket, and in a 
more silent, substantive way, about his 
greatness If he asks around to improve, 
II is hevuiise he is egoless about his 
gatne. Rut it isn't that Iw lollowscvery ih* 
lug everyone says. He seems only u> 
iru^it Ciuvuskur and his elder brother Ajii 
eompkiely 

In a sense, he is Jike no other Indmn 
c'ficketci burring maybe (lavuskur. Kis 
agg^'^siveness is noi rcsirieicd to home 
itirf In the K'rih Test against Aiisiralia 
in 1<^^I'V2. lor instance, the wicket was 
such thai the hall rcaaxl up mcnaciitgly 
again und again. 

Bui Teniliilkiir was pi ay ing wiibaeiHt- 
tldence that was lurtlly Indian. One 
cricket wiilcr wmie that be bvAcO sis 
I'eei tall as he kept getting on lop of the 
bal I s and sni i t i ng ibei ii w*i lb i he lieaviest 
bill in the Indian team to iuh' of tiK' long* 
cst scjuiire boundaries in tite wixkl. 1i 
was (be display ot ii truly ioieriuiriMMl 
playei. 

This eimvictior ol his skills was his 




earap.iec when be weiii to play in York* revolutUm. 

sliire. It h.Hin'i taken a brnrlgn flayer AnyiKW less than TcrxJulkai would 
ev er 1 vfore and ii silso dixTiii 11 nates rin i- \w ve been afl ccicd. He didn' t Or i n k the 1 1 
ally. Tor Yorkshire iKit to outsider u billers. Hc*d have barely undersloiKl 
iHimwIiiie like TciKlulkac was a whai Yorkshiremcn said. Plus there was 


^RA VERSUS SACHIN 

Who is the better batsman? 


T he W<M Indians would aay that 
Bri on taira i % the best. The 
Pakistani v w ill bet on I nranium • ul 
And the Indians will swear by 
S^hin Tendulkar. Bui truly, who is 
the b&itofthemall? 

It seems certain that the Pakistanis 
have put up Inzamam In their tivijal 
pushy way even while (be rest of the 
world sdll decides about hts 
greatness. Lara and Tendulkar seem 
(he more clear conicrtders. 

Before Lan made his 375 runs 
again si a weak Engli sh team, be was 
nowhere in the reckoning. The 
Coopers & Lybrand ratings hadn’t 
con^dcred him. But after breaking 
the world individual record, Lara 
was declared number one. 


Lara is a very flashy and 
flaniboyani pUyer as must Wol 
Indies cricketers ore, Ome be is on a 
nm^getting spree, he docs not easily 
give up bis wicket. This speaks much 
for bis equanimiiy and capacity to 
bold doum. Geuing 37.^ runs in a 
Test match means batting for at leaU 
two days. This requires a genius, and 
Lora is, if mvihing else. gitWd. 

Tendulkar, on the CPtto hand, far 
more easily gifts hii wkkel away. 
Sunil Gavaskar and Tendulkar's 
school'Ume coach Ramakam 
Achrefcar have repeaicdly pointed 
this out (o hipt. And from ill 
accounts. Tendul kar it gening over 
his weakness to play up ibe b^l. 

But otherwise, he is greaiiy 


talented Ajii Wadekar, Test 
cricketer and manager of the Indian 
(earn in Sharjah. goc> even further, 
sayi ng. ” As far as batting goes, 

(Fw Mt) Lm, SmMh alta^riB h 
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COVCR STORY 




(fw ci>l«>ur [HiiNvm. Bui Triuluiku hud 
cim* u> play umJ couldn't be boihcivJ 
uhoui unyihinj! cImt. 

)lc played tfl) riphi :<nd ih« h^ouniy 
cricket associulioA protcdcO his ph< 


"Today, Sachin 
candoanytMng. 
But, even in his 
earlier days, be 
was developing 
his cricket all ttie 
time,'' observes 
Ramakant 
Achr^r, who 
coached Sachin 
at the 

Shardashram 

School 


vucy. lie diJn'i da//k with his crkkft 
and left midway fhnniyh his ctmiraci io 
join on unindijn tour of Sri l^ka. Hut 
Yufishire cricket offtcials ocknovclcdg* 
c J that onr result of his (dayinj: was that 


more tykes hud come out to watch Lbc 
than ev 0 recent I y, 

And even ihai Yorkshire great. Geoff 
BoyecHt, melied to Icndulkar. Yaking 
htm around the dress mg*rooin of the 
Yodshlre County Cricket Ciub. he poin¬ 
ted to a wooden bench ninntng along the 
wall saying, that was his comer where 
he spread himself when he played there. 
"Always;* Boycott told Tendulkar, *gd 
your cximer. Make sure of it first. It lets 
everyone know where you arc." 

S achin Tcfxlulkar has made his cor* 
Iter Peiei Koehuck, the great 
cricket wnter. is inuweorhmt and in ml* 
tng new Eitflish players compares dicm 
with 1'endulkar. Ai^ according lo the 
<'oopci> A Lyhrarui Ratings, world 
rui^ of players in Test cricket• Tendul¬ 
kar IS nu mher two I n i he worl d 

Jimmy Adams of the WeM Indies is 
nu mher one with 9 1 S oui of I .(XX) poin i % 
and Tendulkar has 774 poiniH. TIk rat¬ 
ings that measure form cHtnsIder the cir* 
cumslaTKcs of the mutch, strength of the 
opposition, number t>f runs scored, and 
soon 

Before West Indies* India tour, 
Adams .was noi even in Coopen & 
Lyhrund's tup 20 and Bnun Lara, num¬ 
ber cHK for u lime after hik 375 in 
RngbnJ. slipped to number iwo and 
then number six posiiimi 1*hui is where 
he is. Tendulkar has been more ctmsisl- 


Sachin in above Brian 1^ .*' 

*'He cut bat on any wkkel," 
continues Wadekar. "and play any 
attack, tara docs not have to face bis 


:iclmcoRtMt 



own howlers as Curtly Ambrose. 
Courtney Walsh and all dK real Lara 
bats well on good wickets but canooc 
cope on a tunang wicket." He faj^ 






^ - J? 


in India. 

Wadekar also calls Sachin a 
three-in-one. Hecaobowloff-ipini 
leg-span. »d Nst, field anywhere 
aid throw from any w^iere and. of 
cxMine. hat like magic. Lara can only 
ndd in the slips, he says. And he 
feel s that 1 n 2 amam-ul Haq plays 
mostly on (pondoot and finds it 
difficult to see e against short 
bowling. 

And yet. Brian Lan gets men 
runs. It may partly be becoise he baa 

less hatting preasure on hint. If ha 
goes e^y. die teun doesn't cnunble. 
Tluais notso with Sadun Temhilkar. 
To ttud exU. if all (he stsndDt flsat 
be is fbeeed to show in (he fieldfo' 
bdia'i sa^ is converted into rims. 
Teodulkar would be ahead perhaps. 

Hevertbelms, age is on 
Tendulkar's side. And each day, he 
seems to be gesung bener and 
beocr. 












GOLDEN B OY 

Sachin is also the most sought-after cricketer 


jBvet^ne (o he Sachin 
BTendulkar today. And from aK 
accounts, india'H youngest and 
perhaps greacesi l^ixman is also 
making the most out of it. One 
estimate is that he makes about R$ 2 
crore a year from Vinous 
endonetnenu, advenisements, and 
toon. 

Even so. the ru^ of mulimaiional 
companies and irtdusthai houses 
who wish him to 
advertise their producB 
hasn't abated. And while 
Tendulkar has ] ust turned 
*22, it iI speculated that in 
two years, he will be 
ImUa's richest cricketer. 

lust now, top 
xnnagers of such 
dgartfie companin as 
Ilv Ltd and Godfrey 
Phillips India Ud are 


enl and thi^ is the hall¬ 
mark of a great baUimun. 

And yei, as it scerm. 

Tendulkar has to be much 
much metre than that. He 
was appointed vice* 
captain in 1993*94 when 
he wus 20 and increasing¬ 
ly there is a clamour that 
he lead India. ‘Sachin 
Tendulkar should be 
made captain of the team 
immediately.*' said Bi&h- | 

en Singh Bcdi, *'as he has | 

all the qualities of a 
leader. Any delay will 
harm Indian cricket. " « .. , 

Asked pointedly 
about this in Shar- CflCktitf 

Joh, Sachin was careful but confrdent. 
He said he would anytime take up the 
challenge hut added that Mohammed 
Azhanxldin w«s doing well. Madhavrao 
Scindhia. former president of the Board 
for Control of Cricket in India, while 
admiring Tendulkar's skills, felt that he 
ought to be promoted as much as can be. 

Tendulkar then has still time ahead to 
be captain Bui more and more India is 
coming to depend on his batting. When 
he does welt, the country does too. To 


chasing him in have a coniraci for 
Iheir logos on his hat. Both 
companiev have offered Rs 45 lakh 
per year but Tendulkar has yet to 
make up his mind. 

Tendulkar gets offered mure 
mortey than all of his leam'iruues pm 
togetf^. The general rale for the 
other team mcmlm. including 
Mohammed ATharuddin, is helwcen 
Rs 6 and 8 lakh. Even Sunil Gavaskar 



SMhiR (fitrsmt right) with Athar and Kambll: Ihg 
crlcktitr in Itia dreslt 

conOdeni. that extent, he is leading the team from 
ike up the the front. Another balsman would crum* 
lohammed bte under this persistent pressure to 
4adhavrao never let go. Noi Tcnoulkar. 

(he Board 

dia. while The bigger the pressure, the greater he 

'eh that he takes it as a •'hallcnge. Earlier on in One • 
as can be. Daycrv he came four*rlown with 40 
le ahead to overv gone and he never could get into 
re India is his baiting flow. Then when he was ask¬ 
ing. When ed to open after Sidhu fell ill. he was 
es too. To ]00*per*cent Tendulkar. He exploited 


and Kapil Dev have never managed 
moreihanRsHlakh, though (hey 
were stars of their i i me. 

Tendulkar ad veilises Pepsi. 

Action .Shoes. Burst. Band Aid. 
Sunny setx Kcrs. etc. From Ihi s he is 
saidiu make Rs 1.25 crone. Then he 
makes rrKmey from playing various 
private and exhibition matches. 
Recently he charged Rs 2 lakh Ibr a 
match in Calcutta while the ukuhI 
rate for a player is 
between Rs 20.000 to Rs 
25.(X)0. 

Apart from all Ihix, 
Sachin makes good 
money frotnofilcud 
matciws and from the 
several honours and 
awards he gels every 
year. All this works out to 
Rs2croreayear. 


(he iicM bull iiiul I he lidd¬ 
ing restrictions in the first 
15 oscfN jnJ pliiyed all 
ovvrthe field. Me wa" us a 
boxer who hud willed 
never to fall. 

And I he better he docs, 
the sooner he w'lll be cap- 
turn. Thai's how it is 
going (o be But that 
means more pressure. 
Just now. he looked equi¬ 
pped. As Kapil Dev says, 
'Tendulkar has great lal- 
ml und It is reflected in 
hts game. " Once he is cap- 
hattaat though, his team hac 

to reflect ihai talent. That 
is easier said (han done. 
Still, it is too early to say how it will 
go fu him. Now. however, he is in the 
runs. He's not as obsessed about niaking 
or bcesking records a» about crickui 
itself. But he IS all the same tirelessly 
working on his temperament to work up 
big scores. Brian Lara is in his own sum¬ 
mit of375 nins. Lei us see now if Sachin 
Tcndulkarcanmakeoneofhisown. • 

ArHao Utmoff/BowMy 
§kuUM/M0wDM/ Wmadhor 






STOUT 


"I am learning every day" 


Sachin Tendulkar on 
hiscrickel, his family 
and plans for the future 



Sthlun Tnithilkut nuwd 22 im 24 
April litis ,vf ur, Htii hv ilulit > ilninvti ht^ 
Ixish li> it'lfhnilv lilt iH twhm. fiMt mI. 
Iw simply dime lo \ii oi homt iiikl th* 
nolhhifi. Afitr nil. Siuhin miisi hnir 
fh eii luvtlujUru ItiriU .'.dii‘iluft‘ htirt' 
ly /Itret thys iijlti hr lui/l numfietlfftmi 
SIwi’joh, Tdulifikur hY/> i/i it 

Ix-fwjil NUiuii in AnriiU}i4ilHkl. Ihr /in/ 
tins' if sms onoihrr /i47k'/// »Hildi in 
Kmullii foUmvol In 4i thin! ni 
(iiniilhiJhnm. 



Sill hill hits lilllt linit /i*r //r<inV.t nr. 
lioNiiin tn ftn kilt ,iim\ip. Thr 
22-MOr-ohl i.s t Uwl\ tthstsMtl iMlh 
t rii ki'l. Wltiilari lif/lr limv ht nin 
Mpittrroui. is mamnm{\ for his luinils. 
f/i\ fitihti Huniedi Ihuhilt^to */ 
Mtiniihi fxitf mill o itun il » ottr^c pim 
ftysor. His ntolhtr woi’ks in tlivt.i/r tnsii' 
rnin r Coijkinr/ioii in iSomlhiv. Sin hin 
has /»iY» hrofhrrs. Niiin. ihr rhitsK is ii 
Ihdfl /mt srr wiih Air-hulhi. mul A jil — - 
i\7ir» ihMouitil' him - Mods in ihe 
• tscrrafiims ih'/Hirmitni in the snme 
oit/aiiiuilion. Itis only Msiti. SnsiUs. is 
beilirti ill Ihoit. I hr mixlrl Inn wi/li ihr 
iiimld fumils’ rv iil.'sii. iii*fkin'n/l\. i!<nn^ 
lo htAtramiklrl ttifr: Aiiki/h 

All in all, Ssu liiit s h on uiMssnminf/ 
muMIt'diiss ftiMily whidi irrnts ihr 
youniitsr sim nmlprodixy /ht muih- hym 

lifts'dill 12 yrais iigi’. Alo n'lmd^i ilu'ii 
I hilt suirtss hdsn'l itemt to /Ih' 
22-\eur-old \s lin ul. 

In the middle of n mairh hr was ;V« v- 
inx ul fkt Wonkhrdr Sttidinm. 
Sadiin loidi lime off lo lotf. lo 
uhoul his xunir. his hwiily. Ins phins for 
die Jiiiure uitd more. Far* rpis horn ihe 
inierfitis-. 

Sunday: Wb«n ptoying cricket as a 
child, oTsli; or seven, did you feel you 
were in some way dJ0ert n t ? 

Sachin I'endulkar: No^ I wuv (no 
yiHing U) realise anyihini*. Bui {latcn I 
got ihis feelingthat one dt/y i will tN;oluy« 
mg for my cinimry. 

Q: Ho# old were you then? 



«uN04va>«««* 












COVCfi STORY 


When you go 
there in the 
middle, and 
when you 
perform, you feel 
satisfied. That is 
the only thing 
that keeps me 
going 



A:Ah«uI 12. I.V.. 

Q: WhHi dc» yuu allrihul«^ your auc* 

CCMiU? 

A: My fumil> ^uppori. My ciwch. my 
uncle {Surc^hTcridutl^ur) iinJ my auni. \ 
kluycJ wrth ihoiti for lour yc4»T> (when 
S^ichm shihed lo Shaidisshrum ^’hool in 
Dodar. closer (o ihiN uikIc's residence i 
T hey supiMiitcil riK' quile u Ud . My lather 
and my iii«iilK.'r, my cldci brother Nirin 
«inJ Ajil, Mstcc {Siiviui us well. Their 
support, itw iiy.hi coucbio)!. Kvcryiliiiig 
happened ui the riphi iirito. I consider 
my sell a very liicicy guv i<» have such 
kind i>l a I'.imil) 

Q: Whul art* >uur own (lunlMics Ihul 
contributed to your success? 

A; When 1 was 1^ or 13 I did ntH pay 
much audition lo anything else, say 
movies. I was more imercsied in poctis* 
inp haul, 'lliurc were many sacrifices 
lluit 1 made. Though I wasn’t missing 
anything as such because I was enjoying 
playing cricket, rhat was hard work, 
which was the mmi important thing. But 
it sivHitd he ckmc in the right manner. 
There i.siK> point in practising eight-nine 
hours a day if you dcm'l learn anything. 
Bui if yuu practise for vix hours a day 
and ut the same time pick up :i few 
things, tberu ix nothing like it 
You need hghl coaching, right gui¬ 
dance... many guides would be there to 
give you ikdvtcc, bul yuu have to dec ide 


which one is the right one for yuu. One 
has to he sharp enough to undeiMund. 
Then there is C(vncc'nirati<m. dedku* 
tion. dctcmiirtatimi.. 

Q: A lot of people In the Held Iwvv 
remarked that you eal> drink and 
hrcaihe cricket. Ait you really m> 
obacMed with (he Kime? 

A: C'nckel is the only thing right now. 
Bur my family in also very important for 
me 

Q: Whal are your other Intere^Ls? if 
you had a free day, whal would you 
do? 

A: I really don't like to go out too much. 
Must of the lime. Tin sitting at Ixktw ct 
with my friends. 1 like to relax, listen to 
goud musk. 

Q: Do you have any ulher hobbies? 

A: No. i yuu do nm luve onv time for 
them. 

Q: Peiipiv have remarked on your 
urdimited ener^. Is It your exerriae 
schedule or sheer inlerrcf? 

A; Sheer interest. When you gc> there in 
the middle, and w hen you perform, you 
feel satisfied. Thai is the only thing that 
keeps me going. 

Q: Arc you upset when you do not per> 
fnrm well? 

A: Voy much. Like, if 1 get out cariy. I 


sit all alone and try and analyse wluit 
went wrong. When you are going 
through a Icon patch, it is very hard lo 
rveover. So that is ihc time ihni yrvu need 
some pri vucy. B ui it ha ppens to c very > 
dy. It is all piirt of tlw g;inir 

Q: Jl h al5rf) .said that unlike must 
players who are out of form f4»r u 
stretch of lime, you are ahk* in M»me» 
how gather ynur^f together, even If 
ycHi hH a bad patch. 

A: Welt, 1 have only played Un five* 
and-a hal t years. There's s I r 11 j Ion g way 
to go. 111 si.iy Hi, sjy I.S years on. it is up 
|i» me to suy fit. And m that I.S-ycai 
span. I hiOT to be prepared for many 
ups and d*»wns 

Q: Whal arr ynur thoughts beforv n 
match? 

A: That 1 should ju&i stay in (here. And 
the runs will come auuvmaiically Bul 1 
somehow have this I'ecting on the eve of 
the match... 1 just cannot sleep. 

Q: You musi be loidng a lot of sleep. 
You're playing mairhec sn nflen. 

A: Only before a big match which is 
very, very important. 

Q: Does the constant teiuion of play 
get to you BometimeK? 

A: Sometimes 1 feel ihcre is a little bit of 
prexsuo: on me, but I think I'm capable 
nl handling it. Thai is why the prCHsua* 

igNMVjeiwM 












IS on me und n<A on iinyoneclsc. 

Q; l>oy(iu TecJ lhal Indian spiirtsmen 
are lacking in scimclhliig. say. self* 
confuicncr tir aRgrr»ivencss? 

A: I jin noi much inio any oilict sport. 
Talking of erickci. I fcvl wc*u* gcH mhc 
more aggressive, nu^rv confidem und go 
In and fighi il <Hit. 

Q: Have you ever been in am* of (Hher 
players? Kspccially when you were 
yemnger? 

Ai No. I am ihc kind of person who 
would IKU go on niy c'wii und talk to 
ilKin. I am very shvat times. Most of the 
pctipic misundersfard this, they think 
Vm smthbish. Bui thui is Qk* way 1 am. 1 
eacmol change. 

Q: Whal do you rate as your greatest 
performarKe to dale? 

A: I think when wc won against Paki- 
Man in the World Cup i n 1992, Thai w as 
a very gixid performance forntc. 

Q: Were you nervous during your 
first Test match against Pakistan? 

I Sachin wa-sonly 16 then.) 

A: Very nervous. I mean. I didn’t knem* 
^hiit was huppening i had not faced 
vuch a si r uui ion curl irr and the al natsphe- 
fv was so dilTca'iit. To gri nsut! lo thui 
'Viis very hard for me, i was very had I 
myself afier I got twr — I got out at 
^ that I have to just wait and see 


wdtai happeas That 1 have to make sure 
ihni [ sp^ some lime on the wkket. 
And in the second innings. 1 was very 
much iiiro the game, f gut 58 runs. I fell 
very confident after that. 

Q: When you had (o captain the team 
once in Sri l.afAn when Aahar was ill. 
you had said that you Ml very tom- 
fortabie about It. Most ptayerv might 
have felt very nervous at thal age. 

A: It is u very tough job, I Icihiw. Ii needs 
total concentration and application to 
handle il. 

Qi Do you feel you have to imprvve 
amne aspects of your game? 

A: Of couTse. one is improving every 
day, one is learning every day. I think if 
you work on your weak points, then you 
can really push yourself and uy and he 
as contact as possible. There is nothing 
like il.l fed. 

Q: Who an your cricket idols? 

A: Sunil Gavaskar. 

Q:Aoy othcra? 

A: Only one I have. 

Q: Al some point.do you Intend pursu¬ 
ing yuurslt^iev? 

At I donT think so. Al this stage of my 
career. I don't think PM be able to cun- 
ctfUraic on studies. Tve got so much pre* 
luure. And lo take my mind somewhere 




lam very shy at 
times. Most of 
the people 
misunderstand 
this, they Uiink 
I'm siwbbish. 
But that Is the 
way I am. I 
cannrt change 


else and concentrate on siwlics Is very 
hard now. 

Q: Were your paimls upset when you 
gavr up studio for cricket, at a time 
when it may not have been certain 
that you would he h viitx'evsrul 
cricketer? 

A: Nt). I didn’t really stop studying. I 
went upto 12th suuHlanl By ibc time I 
passed my l()fh standard exams. I was 
playing forlndtu. 

Q: flow will you balance your murria* 
ge and your career? You have a light 
vcheduir and your wife, who b a doc¬ 
tor, will aivcthc busy with her work. 

At Well. I hasx* iiol rvolly dcculcd on 
anything. She also hasn't decided 
anything. So, let’s see. 

Q; How much money do you earn 
from your commercials’? 

A: l4t us stick to chrkci. 

Q: What ts yimr ultimate goal as a 
cricketer? 

A: 1 iKily want ihe players respect me 
for whai I am. If any Junior player wants 
help, I am willing lo help him li will be 
vciy g(H>d if everybixly comes i<*gt*ihcr 
and helps each oiIki . 

We cun rciilly build up the BotnKiy 
team as well as the Indian leam. Hui <mc 
has 10 work hard for it » 
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RAJtV ShUKLA 


Hie Shaijah jinx 


Why do Indian cricketers get such a hostile reception in the UAE? 


A U* -f 


l( both fonunatc 
und unfortunate 
(bat not 

ineet Pakistan in 
^ the tinais of (be 

■ Asia Cup this year 

K at Sharjah. Thoufh 

the odds were 
V apainsi the Indian 

l_ . ._T. _I cricket team — 

.somehow our boys always crack up 
against Pakistan especially if the venue 
is Sharjah — this lime. Indians settled in 
the Ifnited Arab Emirates 
tUAh) wrre pcsarcd up to 
meet the threat from w 

Pukisiam supporters. It |VV J 

has been observed in (he f ^9 

past that unruly Pakistani I *3 

spectators, w|!h> turn out ^ 

in yreat numbers id Sbur* 

Juh Stiidium. often vitiate S^ff 

I he atmosphere by raising 
nil kiiuls of conimuflul 
slogans. 

'Phis rime, (he Indian 
•inibassaJor lo the UAE. ^ 

K.P.K. Menon, himself : 

h;id taken the iniiiaiivc lo 
ensure (bid a large num- J 

her of Indians (umed nui 
for the iiiatLii so that they 

could match the lung _ — 

power of the Pakistanis. In fact, the 
ambassador ha<l asked more than 3.500 
assTKiations of various Indian communi¬ 
ties in the I)AH. to purchase a inavimum 
nntnhi>r ol lickcls und to scrvl as miiny 
people as they can lo the stadium. 

Phi ring the final match in 1992. 
Pakiviuni crowds not only raised highly 
proviK'tiiisc anti-India sl(»gan.s. hut they 
also misbehaved wuh Indian dignita¬ 
ries. inclu<ling the then pn'sitleiit of the 
B<Ktrd nf Control for Cricket in Imlia 
(BCCI), Madnavrao Scindia, and hi» 
guests. The Pakistanis also made life 
miserable for the IndiuncrickeleTN. 

Hk' scenario this tintc was a hit differ¬ 
ent and it was eneoumging to find (hut 
many Indian Muslims sctlled in Dubai 
and Sharjah lunu'd nui m the stadium to 
chs^cr ArhiiTiKldin and his hoys. Though 


Pakistan could niH nuke it i<» the finals, a 
sizeable nu mher of Puk i sianis w*ea' pres¬ 
ent in the stands during the InJia-Sri 
Lanka title clash. They tried to Nh> the 
Indian players, but the Indian suppurters 
on that day ensured that they did not go 
very far. 

In fact, the Indians made a gooil dis¬ 
play i>f national ism diinng the final 
match. Many uf them had come in wear* 
ing a specially'made dress sporting the 
national incoknir. ('olumnisi and author 
Shobha Dc was wearing a tricolixir 


4 ' 




r^ll 


S 




shawl and a Gandhi cap. 

Several Indian Musliias settled in 
Duhui (hat this columnisi ni^i complain¬ 
ed (hut they w’eie getting a rjw' deal at 
the hands i>f (Ik Pakist.mls hlspecially it' 
India lost a match jgainst Pakistan. 
They went round csity IfHlian house 
arm^ with drunts raising ponivaiivc 
sl<»gans. 

But wny is it (hat India invariably lost 
every' match against Pakistan in .Shar¬ 
jah.' Mud) of (his had («* do w iiii the m ga- 
nisers' must nf them were pro-Pakistan 
and they even left the supervision of 
matches to biased umpires. 

Money fub idfio played a p^if here. A 
number of wealths Pakistani busincssm- 
cn and smugglers take special interest In 
Indo-Pak imdcbes :ukl they are willing 
to spend iiny ainouni to ensure India's 


defeat. 

All this led the BCCI to take a dcci- 
skin in 1992 that hencclorth. the Indians 
would Dili play in Shariah This unnerv¬ 
ed Sheikh Abdur Rchman Bukhalir. the 
president of the Sharjah organising 
body. Alter all. ino»t of the money came 
from India-Pakisiun matches. In 1994. 
RuVhaiir told the BCCI that they would 
honour some of the leniis undcondilion.s 
laid down by (he Indians regarding eon- 
duel of inaiehcs. Anxind this tiiiw, Vik* 
ram Haul, son of Union minister Shicia 

] Why is it that India 
^ loses every match 
f ^ against Pakistan in 
^ T "i Sharjah? Much of 
f v 'I this has to do with 
*. the organisers; 
most of them are 
1 s. pro-Pakistan and 
tkey even leave the 
supervision of 
I matches to biased 
^ umpires 

Kitul. who Stays in Dubai was also 
appointed the secretary of UAH cricket 
avsociaiion.Tlic BCCI warned this as.sii* 
ciaiion to host the Asia Cup, but at the 
Inst moment the UAH cricket usMrcia- 
lion handed ovur the tournament to Buk- 
Ivilirandhisincn Rui Vikram Kaulcnsu- 
i«1 (hat the matches were property super¬ 
vised under netiir.d umpires. 

Incidentally, the UAH government is 
keen no( to allow' its soil (o he i^scd for 
anti-India aciiviiics. When some 
Pakistanis created havoc over ihc Bahii 
Masjid dcmoliiion. the UAE govern¬ 
ment deponed all of (hem. More 
rccenily, when ihc principals of 20 
Pakistani schocils in Dubai and Sharjah 
declared a holiday on 'Kashmir Day’, 
iIk' i^AH administration sent them pack¬ 
ing home. • 
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UPDATE 


Tlie day of judgement 

Karamjit Singh, prime accused in the attempt to assassinate Rajiv 
Gandhi at Rajghat, is sentenced to life imprisonment 

T he dale: 2 Ocioher. 1986. The Rjyis. along wich urnior members of Ibr Rajasthiin for Rs 250. and five can- 
venue: Rajghai. in New Delhi. The Unkm ('abincu visited Rajg^ «> pay ndges on him. The other three persons 
occasion: the 117th birth anniversa* homage lo Mahatma Gandhi. Karanijii who had hatched the criminal conspi* 
ry of Mahatma Gandhi. Among those Singh, who had conceded himself racy were arrested subsequently from 
who were present at Rajghat on that day among the hushes annind the place, fir* Sunam in Punjab between 4 and 6 Ocio* 
was Rajiv Gandhi, then Prime Mimsier cd as many as three shots in a span t>f 45 her. 1986. During the eight-year'long 
of the country. As he walked up lo place mirtuies. The last shol was fired when trial that followed, a total number of 91 
a wreath on Mahatma Gandhi’s the PM and his wife. Sonia, were barely prosecution witnesses were examined. 
utut,u/hi u iniiii <tuirui Significantly, Karam- 


xatfMMi. ii loud sound 
briike ihc ^ulcmniiy of 
the occasion. 

Rajiv Gandhi's securi¬ 
ty guards UH>k It to he ihc 
sound of the IxiekHre of.i 
passing two* wheeler 

Only Inter was it U'vealed 
Ihiit a killer hiding 
tmumg the hushes ol Kaj 
ghat, had actualU ukeii u 
stK>l at ilw l^rime Minister. 

Nearly nine years 
hiier, Karaniju Singh, 
prime aceusi^ in the 

unsuccess fill alieinpi on 
KII j i V Ga ndh i M i tc tii Kaj 
ghat, has been sentenced 
ii> hie miprisonnient. On 
IK April, the designated 
court in Delhi alsoconvk* 
led Die three co-jKvuscd 
Baldev Singh (5<ri, 
Preen Singh (.^21 arkl 
Amarjit Singh (40)— to 
12 years rigorous impri- 
sonmeni. The filth ac cus¬ 
ed in the ease. Narendcr 
Singh alias Kala. hitd turn¬ 
ed appmvu and was fre¬ 
ed on 7 April ihK year lU 
ihe cone I us ion of i he trial. 

Karamitt Singh 54. 
was found guiUy 
on three counts ^ under 
Section 4(1.) and Section 
6 of the TerroriM and Uis- 



Karanlit Slagh (cairtre) la pollea custoay: bmi^ te boalt 


jit Singh, who has been in 
jail ever since his arrest, 
chose to go unrepresent¬ 
ed throughout his 
102-inonih long trial as 
he did not get the counsel 
of his choice. During the 
pmeeedings. Karemjit 
Singh — whi> completed 
his graduation while at 
Tihar Jail — addressed 
the court himself, both in 
Punjabi aiMj Bnglish, 

On 18 April, the pio- 
coediflgs of the case sutrt- 
cd uround 2 pm. B.L. 
Kalra. the senior public 
prosecuior. argued that 
(he coun ought to realise 
the gravity of the offence 
as the target in this case 
WAS none other than the 
then Prime Minister of 
India. "It is the sheer luck 
of the VVIPs that they 
were saved, although six 
persons received pellet 
injuries. Thus, no lenien¬ 
cy should be shown." 
Kaira pleaded. Judge 
H.P. ShamiH finally pro¬ 
nounced the judgement 
around 7,15 pm. 

Meanwhi le. Karampt 
Singh has engaged a 
Suptetne Coun advocate, 


nipove Acilvitie.s (Prevciiiion) Act 30 metres away from the .ttVNMfht. Df B.L. Wadehra. to appeal against the 
ITADA), and Section 306 of the Indian Though hoih Rajiv and Sonia escaped judgement. Dr. Wadehra — who was 


Penal Code. 

According to the police, the five 
uccusc^l hod met at a gurdwara in the 
Sangrur district of Punjab to work (hji a 
plan to unsassinute the then Prime Mini- 
stei, Rajiv Gandhi. Accordingly, when 


unhurt, xax persuns — two civilians and 
four security personnel — received pel¬ 
let injuries. 

When Karamjit Singh was rubbed at 
Rajghat. he had a country-made 
revtilvcr, which he said was purehased 


present during the coun proceedings of 
18 April — did not submit any argu¬ 
ments in the court. But he tnlcnds to file 
an appeal in the Supreme Court by the 
end of the month. • 
ff.B. MMynnnn/MoirMM 




37 










T he greai diuidenis* 4Knv has 
finally hil the mad. And every* 
where, ihe respond ha.s been 
overwhetming. In Varanasi, ai 
least one lakh pesipic turned 
out in hear whui Arjun Singh and N.D. 
Tiwah had to say. And. though the Con¬ 
gress high command tried desperately to 
make out that Tiwari had nothmg lo do 
with Arjun Singh revolt against Sara* 
stmha Rao, Ihe two addressed a prevs 
conlercnce in the capital together, where 
the Uttar Pradesh strongman made it 
clear that though he was for the unity of 
the Congress paiiy. he was supporting 
'Singh's demand for reforms within tlv 
organisation. 

The only consolation for the Narasim* 
ha Raoeamp wax that Arjun Singh decid¬ 
ed against floaiing a new parry along 
with Tiwan and the iHhcr diasidenu. 
Instead, thca* will be a forum which will 
function us the rallying point for all anti 
Rao Congressmen. 

There is one rrtorc i.ssuc over which 
the Rao camp Is gloating, bver since he 
was expelled from the Congress, Arjun 
Singh has been trying hard to get Scmia 
Caj^i to intervene and son out the 
mess in the party. But so far. his effons 
have been largely unsiicccs.sful. She has 
shown no Interest in politics and ha.s sent 
out the incssoge that she Wfxild side with 
neither of the camps. In fact, several big¬ 
wigs from both the waning Congress 
factions tried to gel loto Sonia Gandhi\ 
enlourage to the USA for the inaugura- 
lion of (he A mericon chapter of the Raj i v 
Gandhi Foundation, hut she turned all 
such requests down. 

Thai, of C4Hir>e. doesn't mean that 
Narasimha Ran can rest in peace. Aijun 
Singh and Tiwari have plan.« of addr^s- 
ing joint rallies in different pans of the 
country, starting with a public meeting 
in Kanpur on May Day. It is being 
rumoured that Tiwari will lauiH h a scath¬ 
ing attack on the ix'escni puny Icuder- 
xhip at this rjliy, provokmg the high 
command U) take action against him. 
Signitkanily. though the veteran leader 
from UP box been openly aligning with 
Aiyun Singh, Narasimha Kao i» yet to 
lake any concrete stepx against him In 
fact, there wax a proposal from the par¬ 
ty's Disciplinary Action Committee u» 








revolt 
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The dissidents ’ move to oust 
Narasimha Rao gathers momentum 


expel Tiwah. bui Nurdsimhu Kao 
iht^ghi ii ^k<lu1d he an unwise step. 

Tlie faei is ihai the CcKiKiess toider* 
ship has fioC written ofT Tiwan. KtT<ins 
are being made to get him hack into the 
Rtio camp, hut Tiwari ha^ made it clear 
that he was willing to neg<iiiate only if 
Arjun Singh was taken back Into the 
party. 

Ofcoune. Tiwarf is no great admirer 
of Aijun Singh, hui there urt certun 
things ihai have greatly upset him. Take, 
for Instance, the manner i n wh ich his fol • 
lowers ore being hounded in Uttar 
Pradesh. Cnipioath Dixit, a vice* 
president of the Utur Pradesh Congress 
Committee (UPCC), was expelled. And 
then, Jiiendra Prusad, the new UPCC 
chief, reorganrsed the dixtrki commit* 
lees. NftHlkss to say. the move was aim* 
ed at weeding v>ut all Tlwah loyalists 
from these bodies. 

Puhikly. Tiwan says that hu does not 
really mind these slights. ' Wlui I feel is 
that the Cong^*ss kaditrship should 
ehungc its aiiiiudc. cspecidlly oiler the 
recent Assembly poll debacle in many 
sutes. Bxpulsions urc not iKc solution. 
Unity Is the need of the huuC N .D. 
Tiwari told Si noay. 
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Efforts are still being made 
to get N.D. Tiwari 
into the Rao camp, but the 
UP strongman has made it 
clear that he is willing to 
negotiate only if Arjun Singh 
is taken back into the party 


B UI how strong is the oppo.sition to 
Narasimha Ran'' In mjWr words, 
how many MPs do Aijern .Strigh and 
Tiwari have with (hem? 

Though, ihe dissideni lobby claims 
that it lUK the suppoii of at least 41 MP&, 
ihe tnith is that ihey have no more than 
21 party MPs ui ihcii camp. 'Hwy are are 
unhappy with the style of functioning of 
the present leadership, but it is doubtful 
if they will all vutc againsi the govern* 
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SPCCI At REPORT 



The search for a worlcing president 


Sitaram Kesri and Sharad Pawar are in the running for the coveted post 


I t nothing else, the Congrei^s 
dissideoti hive nurug^ (o hh^ke 
NATUimhi Rio out of his deep 
slumber. The Prime Minister and 
pitsideiK of the Congress is 
reponedly keen to reactivate the 
party apparatus in prcfMuaiion for the 
forthcoming parliamentary polls. 

Sources within (he party say'thai 
Rao has more or less made up hU 
m ind to appoint a work] ng president 
of the Congress (o look a&r the 
day-iA*day furtftionfng of the 
organiution. More Joint 
secreuries are also going to be 
appointed soon. 

Already, a race is on in 
the capita] to bag the 
coveted post of the 
wocfcing president. Two 
naotes are being bandied 
about in the coihdors of 
power: that of Sitaram 
keari. who is at present 
(hetreasorerofthe 
Congress, and Sharad 
Pawar. the former chief 
minister of Maharashtra. 

At the moment, the scales 
are tilted in favour of 
Kean not only because of 
bis seniority, but also 
becauaeofhis loyalty to 
Narasimha Rao. 

Party treasurer for the 
past 15 years. Kesri is 
known as the “high 
command*! man . He has always 
defertded Rao in all meetings of the 
Congress Working Commiciec 
(CWOand (he Cabinet. What's 
more. Kesri is a bitter critic of the 
Prime Minister's most celebrated 
rival dtesc days. Arjun Singh. In fad. 
Kesri has not forgotten how Sin^ 
got Rao Co deny hiiD a Rajya Sa^ 
oominatioo in 1986. 

There is ooe more rea.son why 
HarasimhiaSaowould like lo have 
Kesri aa b^ing president The 
social waUlRe minister is reportedly 
c1^ b 10 Janpath and his services 
inMbt useful to bridge the gap 


between (he Prime Minister and 
Sonu Gandhi. 

But. Raoisinadileromabecauat 
Sharad Pawar has tuned down the 
offerof a general secreiafy and is 
reportedly ^eing the woriung 
president* $ The Prime M^iater 
fears that if Keoi is appointed so that 
post, the Maraiha leader could well 
join forces with the likes of Aijon 
Singh and K.D. Ti wari. 

In fact il is jusi to keep Pawar 
happy (hat Rao refrained from 
making A.R. AmuUy a micuster 
during (he Iasi reshuffk. And when 
Swdhakamo Naik. (be Himachal 


While Sttaram Kesri 
(left) is Narasimha 
l^’s choice, the PM 
cannot afford to 
i^iore Sharad Pawar 
at this crucial 
iundure 


foadeah Ooveraor. hh out against 
Shanid Pawar. It was Rao wbo 
bimioRwitip. Another rival of (be 
former Mabiraihtre chief minister. 
VX. Qadgil. has been waiting in the 
wings for a veiy long time, but the 
Prune Mlolsttr has made it dear that 
he will not get a berth io (be Unioft 
Cabinet 

In imiodin Gandhi had 
c reat ed the post of chief general 
secretary Jujp to keep H.N. Bahuguna 
h^py. Rajiv Gandhi, too, had 
appointed a vice*presideni of the 
party, though there is no such 
prevision in the Congress 


constituuon. Already, there is 
pressure on Narasimbi Rao to 
accommodate as many people In (be 
party organisation as possible. 
Sources say that the strength of the 
Cabioei may be iixreaaed to 70. 
while ahoet party goteral 
secretaries are likely to be appmnted 
sooo. All dm is to keq> Kao’s flock 
io che^undcr ducti fma the Aijun 
Si^Tiwsri lobby. 

Itee are indkatloiuthsf^ next 
re^uffle of the Cabinet will be 
sometime in June, after which Rao 
will prepare for next year's gmra) 
eleedoAS. a 









meni or the floor of the Hou.v. 

As far us the disskknu> are conceriKd. 
ibeir real ie$i of strengih will be during 
the present session nf Parliament when 
members will be vo(ing on P.R. Kumara* 
mangalanrs cut motion oa the budget 
proposals. And already, (he Arjun Singh 
camp hak received a setback on this 
front: three prominent dissident MPs 
from Madhya Pradesh have said (hut 
(hey wiHild not support Kumara* 
mangulam on the issue. 

Prom all indications, the government 
k in real trouble over the cut nuKion. AM 
the m^io^ Opposithm piinics including 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and tk‘ 
NaiicHtal Front have announced that 
they will suptxm Kumaranungalam. 
Kven the AIADMK has sided with the 
Opposition. Ptiliiical observers say that 
now I he survival of the govcrnmcni 
depends on the support of the smaller 
pitnits like the Bahujan Sainaj Party, the 
Jharkhand Mukli Morcha and the Sumu* 
ta Party. Together they have between IS 
to Si) MPs in (he Uik 
Sabha and they could 
well decide the fate of the 
govern mctii. 

So desperate is the 
scene in the Congrew 
thul even a m;<ria don like 
Pappu Yadav. who has 
recently been elected lo 
the Lok Subha from 
Bihar, has been made an 
associate member of the 
pttrty S4» thul he could 
vole ugainsl Ihe cut 
motion. 

Congress party slruteg- 
isis including Pranab 
Mukherjec, V.C. Shukia, 

Mutang Singh and 
Jilcndra Prauid are 
running fix>m pillar lo post trying to gar* 
.support for the government. At ihc 
time of going lo ^ss, efforts were on (o 
convince Opposition leaders like Niiish 
Kumar nut to vole in l'av<iur of the cot 
motion. 

Poliiieal <d)scrvcrs say that the dis.si' 
denis must get at IcaNi 21 Congress MPs 
to vote in favour of Kumaramangalarn's 
motion so as to bring down the govern¬ 
ment If they fait to do that, the Narasin)- 
ha Rao regime will survive yet another 
crisis, even if the majtf Opposition part¬ 
ies votes in favour of the cut motion. 

T he man who has gained maiimum 
publicity from all ihi^ i> umfouNcdly 
P.R. Kunaramangalam. Though,efforts 


arv on U) persuade him to withdraw his 
cut mnion. this ytxir^ leader 5^ms ada¬ 
mant . Rven at the risk of losing his men i • 
bership of the Lok .Sahha. 

The problem f«>f the Congress is thul 
Kumaramangaldm has raised many per* 
lineni i&sues in his cut motion pnifvsul 
As Srikant Jena the chief whip id the 
Janaiu Dal in the Lok Sahha. pointed 
out. ‘ We have nothing to do w it h the hot • 
lie within the Ciuigress. But, how can 
we ignore the issues raised by Kum.irj- 
mangalam. They aa* all meant to henctii 
the poor and in Ihc nationN iniercM. By 
voting in favour of ilic cut imautn. we 
will be supponing ihc issues ma 
KumaraiiumgaJam" 

Pcriitical observers feel lhai ihc situa¬ 
tion before the Congfevs is nry similar 
10 the one in 1^. when (he 0|^isiiioii 
had moved a no-confideiicv motion 
againsi the Rau regime. At that tune, ii 
was Ram Lakhan Singh Yadav wlio had 
uved the day for Narasimha Kwk hy 


defecting to the Congress trom the Ajii 
.Singh faction of the Janata Dal along 
with .wen MPs. But nothing of ihc son 
liKiks like a possibility at ihc moment. 

But. all is not yet lost lor Narasimha 
Rao. For imc. the dissidents are not yet 
sure bow many party MPs are on dwir 
Side Al least two pronhncni rebels. 
A si am Shcr K han and Di lip Si ngh B hoo- 
ria have changed sides und arc once 
again in the loyalist camp. It may be 
recalled that Khan had taken (he lead in 
organising a get-together of Congress 
dissidents ai his residence on die eve of 
the budget session of Parliament. Rao 
Uiyalists and dissidents had even clash¬ 
ed M that nweiing. But iod:iy. Khan and 
BiHxina arc hrnh iwi Run's side and (hey 
have even criiicised Kumaramangalam 
for moving (lie cut ntoiion. 

T he dissidents may hioe managed to 
eauH' u grtsii diMl of damage to Rao's 
image, hut iky luivc iil least done one 
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Ever since Ariun Singh 
was expelled from the 
Congress, he has been 
trying to gd the support 
of Sonia Gandhi. But so 
far, she has indicated that 
she would like to keep 
herself out of the petty 
f^hts within the Congress 


gtMid thing. Arjun Singh and con^any 
have al last forced the Congress presi- 
deni lo lum his itieniion low^irds the 
cvgonisiiion. These days, Rao is taking 
.1 keen interest in party matters and he 
has alrciidv taken a ntimber ol steps to 
revitalise the party apparuius. Among 

(hcinaic the follow'ing: 

• Instruct i<ms have been i ssued lo al S di s* 
irki commillecs (o organise pony wor- 
kers at die block levels. 

• A Nan If a-type camp is also being orga¬ 
nised 10 1 onni 1 laic pari y pol ic ies and slra* 
icgics for the forthcoming parliamcnia* 
ryckxiions. 
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SPCCIAL RCPORT 


Much ado 
about TADA 

Rao is undecided 
about scrapping th^ 
controversial Act 

T he feeling Ait the draconien 
Terrorist and Disruptive 
Aciiviiicfi (PrevemkM) Act (TaDA) 
wsK responsible for the defeat of the 
Congress in such suues as 
Mih^shtn U growing wiAin (he 
Congress. 

Recendy. u a meeting of senior 
Congressmen, it least two petty 
geo^ sccreurieH have advised 
Rao to scrap the controversial 
legisliiiion. 

Otherwise, they 
argued, it would be 
difficult for the 

Congress to win ^ 

back (he cnofidence 
of (he Muslims. 

Some 

Congressmen even 
brought up the issue 
ofSanjayDuU 

They told Rao that t' 

people were \ 

beginning to feel * 1 

Aat the film !>tar was 
bei ng needlessly 
harassed by the 

police. Till date, the r»KL ' 

cops have not been * 

able to substint i ate 
thcirallegadonibiil . 

he was involved in 
Ae Bombay blasts. ^ 

ThePriroc 
Mirhster listened to 
everytmc patiently, hut was 
uoncommiial on the issue of 
wiAdrawing TADA. But, thov 
close to Rao say that the PM is deeply 
vronied and has instructed the 
authorities to take a fresh look at the 
law. In all likelihood, Aey say. 
certain provisions (H'the Act may be 
watered down so as to check the 
misuse of TADA by the polk'C. 

But for (he moment, (here is no 
quesHonof scrapping (he Act • 


• Most vacant party posts are being fill¬ 
ed up. Already. Ran has appointed IS, 
new joint secretaries and more will be 
appointed in the coming months. 

• Rao has also decided to appoint a wor¬ 
king president of the Congress, who will 
handle the day-to-day affairs of ihepany 

Bnides. e^octs are also being made 
to bruad-bfttc representation in (he 
AICC. This is primarily to keep all the 
groups within the party happy and to 
enturc that they do not join the dissident 
campaign. 

.Several party managers have sudden¬ 
ly become hyperactive. lK*y have been 
personally meeting MPs to see to ii that 
their grievances are redressed. A cam¬ 
paign is also on to persuade as many 
MPs as poswMc. not to atteruJ (he dissi- 
deni creiferencc on 19 May. This meet¬ 
ing hu already generated a lot of tn(ere$i 
in the capital, because it will give a fair 


idea of how many Congressmen are 
actually wiA Aijun Sin^ aitd N.D. 
Tiwori. 

The key word in Congress circles 
these days Is a^reasemetK. Special care 
is being taken to «isuit (bat leaders like 
Shared Pawar are kept in good humour. 

At the hureaucraiic level, too. theCon- 
gress is not taking any chances. Realis¬ 
ing that senior government officials play 
a major pan dunng polls. Narusimha 
Rao lus decided to hand oui extensions 
(u all his key bureaucrats. Thus, cabinet 
secret^ Surendra Singh, RAW chief 
A.$. Si hI i and CBl director Vijaya Rama 
Rao have all got one-ycar extensions. 

Will all Ais turn the tide once again In 
favour of (be Congress? The Opposition 
maintains Aai (be recently-held Assemb¬ 
ly elections are a prelude to whut is in 
store for Narastmha Rao. But Congress 
strategists say Aai voting trends in 
Assembly and parliamentary elections 
are vastly different. ti ha s bee n proved i n 



If anything, the dissidents 
have managed to turn 
Narasimha Rao’s 
attention towards the 


the past that people who prefer regional 
parties at slate-level polls usually vote 
for the Congress in Ae U>k Sabha 
elealons. 

But the problem wiA Ae Congress 
inday is that n is a divided house wiA 
such parly stalwarts like Arjun Singh 
and N.D, Tiwari quesiinning the credibi¬ 
lity of the present party leadership. The 
faic of the party will largely depend on 
the outcome of Ae bailie wiAin the 
Congrcs,s « 

«MlR/Nn w MM 
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ANIMAL FARM 


Quadrupeds and birds find a cosy home in a ministerial 

bungalow in Lucknow 


N ot very long ago. art clcphani went on the 

rampage in Lucknow, Though ii did not harm 
people or damage property. i( sorely caused 
much comrrKMion. Pc^e wondered whether 
the animal had escaped from the local 200 , Bui il 

was ^ 40 on discovered that the pachyderm was Ihc pcrvjnal 

property of Uttar Pradesh's minister for panchayaii raj. Ram 
L^dun Verma, 

You may have heard of politicians gelling imprcvsivc 
c u( 'Outs or replicas of thei r party's symbol v prepared fur 
display But here was Verma. a member of the Rabujan Samaj 
Party (BSP), carrying a living version of his party symbol • 
the elephintt 

RutheisiH)! happy withjustoneortwo. He has a veritable 


herd of Trve elephants 1 i viog with h i m in his official 
bungalow. Two uf them were, however, receritly packed off 
to Verma's parenial village “as they refused to learn Uk ways 
ofacivilised city**. 

And (his time. 100 . av the story i>f hi s dearest elephani. 
Bbc^a. njiuiing 'amuck*, made headlines in nearly all the 
local dailios, the minister realised that discretion was hener 
than valour. So. Bhola and his companion I,a I BahuiJur were 
sent hack home to kam soine manners. 

Bui that did not leave the animal'lover Verma sad and 
pclIcM. ’TTtcrc were still three olhe r elephants—Rani. 
Champa and Cauri. the little baby—to keep him company. 

What's more, there are other assorted members in his 
family of pets: a pack of sis dogs, four horses, a pairof deer, a 
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hear ami <i fIcK'k of biiiis irKludinj* a trained parrm. besides, of * 
course, a ha 11 a *do/en milch cows i hiii fom) his Dowk i ng dairy. 

Ttie I5.00i) U area around Vcn)ia'si>(Ticijl residence 
may seem a in He cramped for so many aiiinuiK. bui ihc* 
crx»tures in his luHiicky mini /«iu apjieorUibc in fine spirii. 
Barrir.g Ihc cJcphanis and horses, none is tieil or chained. 

Tticy arc free lo move all <ivef the bungalow siiuuled on ihc 
posh Kabdas Marg, whea' the chief niinisier’s residence is 
alsoloeaied. 

Lef) to himself, Verma wouldn't mind keeping aiigeras a 
“pet" as well. "I orKC kept a tiger cub. but after it grew up, I 
gave it away to a /oo.” says tne minister. 

Verma is sti ftHid of animals that he does not gel a good 
night's sleep unless he Spends some lime with his '‘pc1s^ 

PVery day. he n>uiinely spends two hours with the animaJs — 
fniin seven to eight in the morning and again fnKn eight u> 
nine in (he evening. "Only when I am out of luicknow. we 
miss each odicr. ' be uys. Hut he doesn’t forget to ring up and 
enquire about ihcni. no mailer where he is. 

When in l.ueknow, he lakes one of his horses for a gallop 
every rtKinimg. The sprawling fields of the local La 
Martinierr ('ollcgc is his hding ground. "These stallioAs must 
get their daily dobc of vxercl sc and I m uM kec p myscl f in ful I 
practice.” he says. "A g.vod comirund over a horse teaches 
youtO(ical with dilTicult situations." feels Verma. Kaeh of his 


horses is wtinh over a lakh, and de spue lucrati vc offers, he has 
ref used lo part wi ih any. 

But il'N not the Ihvscn al(>nc that lie know> how locouiitU. 
Vcmui is equally at home with his clei^anls as they ore with 
him. "The clcphanls k>ve to be ted hy me, so 1 try lr> make it a 
poim to serve them with ihcir rtHts." 

Ilis pack of dogs include Great f>am!s. Dohermann, ' 

German Shepherd and Spiir. And the way they go ahoul w ith 
his deer, hones, e lephants «md cows . ik I i gbiful to w,alch 
Surely, maintaining a mini /ou of this kind should cost a 
fortune. Bui Verma c lai ms to manage ‘ w ith aJ I (he hack up of i 
my family*'. According to him. "The foodsiutf conics from 
my village; the only cKpenditure that needs lo be taken care of 
here is the payment of salaries to the si x scrv anis, who Um )k 
after my animals." An affluent landowner. Verma Hods no 
difficulty in meeting the expenses from his agricultural 
inciinie. | 

Verma also knows hou* to pui hix elephant s to some" gcKKi I 
IRC*, hy putting them in ihc M^rvice of bis "Saheb". Kanshi 
Ram. *My Bhola has carr^vaigned in the Iasi iwoclcclions and 
acc'ompanjcd Saheb Ui some places." 

Surely. Verma lias novel inlrrcsiv So one can smly guess 
what lie would be up to. if he svere made the stale's forx*st 
miniMcr. • 
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LAY TO THE GALLERY 


Pot quite 
some time 
now, it his been al( work 
and no play for Alyque 
Padamsee, 

But. the 

adman-tumed-di rector, it 
seems, couldn't stay away 
from the arc tights for 
long. He's back with his 
latest offering; Roshni. 

The English musical 
has—who else?—wife 
Sharon in the lead, but it is 
Tom Aller's unusual role 
as a singing narrator that 


is bound to grab all the 
attention. 

Pof one. not once will 
the actor appear onstage. 
Instead, the audience will 
be treated to the narrator's 
video image ^ with Alter 
crooning for the nr!tt lime 
in his life. 

Incideataily, it took 
Alyque three years to pen 
the lyrics for this musiLal. 
which doesn't have a 
single line of dialogue. 
Save when the director 
yells: Roshnit Action! 
Cameraf 


Doctored I Missing in 

DANCE I ACTION 


His father 
iagannalh 
Doddamani is the 
country's high 
coinmis.skHieF in 
Trinidad. But s<mi Sanjay 
is proving to be quite a 
cultural ambassa^ 
himself. 

T went y-onc'y earmold 
Dr Sanjay Doddamani 
ha.% been performing 
Bharatanatyam to lyrics 
in English, drawing. 
unsurpi.Ongly, applause 
from all quarters. 

Sanjay doesn't think 
there's anything 
particulirly revolutionary 
about introducirrg a new 
language into an old 
dance form. "If the songs 
(a cc omp a nying the 
dance) can be sung in 
Tdugu or Kannada or 
Tamil, why nut English or 
French or German?" he 
asks reasonably. 

Bui. he is quick to point 
out that none of this has 
anything to do with fusion 
—his style is very 
traditior^ and so is the 
music. 




The good 
news was 
thai Azhar and hi s boys 
had won the Asia Cup. 
The bad news was: the 
team had k>si its manager. 

Ajit Wadekar 
announced his redrement 
soon al^er the India-Sri 
Lanka finals had begun, 
making it clear that his 
decision was not 
dependent on the 
outcome of the match. 
Never mind, his team 
went on to trounce the Sri 
Lankans all the same, and 
give him a befitting 
parting gift; (he silver cup. 

The first reaction was 
one of disbelief. While 
Sidhu said that hc*d do 


The bold 

AND THE 
BEAUTIFUL 


She’s m*i 
exactly a 

Ktran Bcdi in the making. 
hutTejdeep— 
superintendent of CID. 
Hyderabad— is rro 
pushover either. 

An IPS o^icer from 
Andhra Pradesh, Tcjdeep 
first hit the headlihes 
when she singlehandedly 
saved a TDP minister 

from being lynched by 

subordinate policemen 
some ten yearx ago. Ever 
since. Andhra Pradesh 
has been resounding with 
stories of her bold feats. 

Tejdeep. however, was 
far firm satisfied. True, 
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everyihmg to see Oui (he 
team diJri'dosea 
"father figure". Sachin 
insisted (hat. in this case. 
He was "(he nunugcr* and 


she was a rather u nique 
comhinalion of bravery 
and beauty, but she had 
brains, loo. 

And. with CaugHi In A 
Stampede, her firsi 


mm^ A^l 

would ensure that 
WadekardidnU ^ve. 

Bui Wadekar stuck (o 
his decision. 

LitUe wonder, then. 


collection of poems 
which was released in 
Hyderabad recently, she 
has made her point. 

Laced with the 
sensitivity of a woman 


that the team doesn't 
know whether (o 
celebrate the Asia Cup 
victory or mourn 
Waddtar's loss. 


and sharpened by the 
observant eye of a cop. 
the poems are an 
encapsulation of her 
experiences^ both raw 
and rosy. 


HAM PAM! 


infteen 
years after 
rocking the city. Pam 
Crmin will be back at the 
mike singing her 
favourile KUUng Me 
.Sc^fv. And, no doubt, her 
die*hard fans in Calcutta 
will kill lobe there. 

The venue might not be 
Che Scherazade Gardens 
or the Princes'—as a 
tatterof fact, those 
places no longer exist— 
but the familiar 
surroundings of The 
ObcrcM Grand hecktMt. 
Pam and her husband Don 
Saigal have signed a 




one-yearctwimcl with the 
hotel and seerryset to 
revive the magic of (he 
S'xties at the La 
Rotisscric. 

"1 want to recreate a 
laid'back. bluesy 
atmosphere,* Pam says. 
But. she’s not willing to 
disappoint the beat group 
diher. 

*If the crowds warn 
some raunchy numbers. 
weTI give it to them." sbe 
promises. 

SoCalcutians, out with 
your darling shoes, 
Pam's back. • 
















INFOSYS 

TECHNOLOGIES 

LIMITED 


The company began in 1981. 
when four professionals decided to 
pool their resources—aprincely 

sumofRs 10.000*^ and go into 
business. Prom u pioTit of Rs 3.78 
lakh in its first year nf operaiion.s. 
the company has grown to record a 
pfoHlofRs 13.32 crore for 
1994-95. 

Specialising in banking and 
telecommunication. Infmyshas on 
its list of clienu Reebok. General 
Electric and Nestle. With an ISO 
9000 certificate, the company's 
shares have been 
trading at Rs 510 
on Che Bombay 
Slock Exchange. 



If 

saw the city 
and the 
potential 

had.* \ays Pradeep Singh wiih a smile. 
*1 told myself. 'This is if. and I (keided 
u> set up my company here in 
Bangalore.* 

Bchiiul that cryptic (|uok is Ihe story 
of Bangahiru. ihe confidence ii has gene¬ 
rated in the l«i ten years to become iho 
capiial of the mfunnaiion technology 
industry, and of people like Singh. 

Pradeep Sin^. is an Indian Irvai- 
lute of Technology graduate and worked 
a Ji»;'en years in the Untied States heftw 
being drawn Kick to 
India two years ago. He 
staked oui Delhi to base 
his new software firm. 
bui found it unmluhila 
Me. and a stopover in 
Rornhay convinced him 
it was unlivable. 

When he came to 
Bangalore, il was Janua¬ 
ry. The cool climuic. the 
greenery and ihc reriurka' 

Wy cosmopolitan nature 
of the city made him deci¬ 
de to open NciQucu in 
Bangakirv. T<aliiv, kvA* 
ing out at the vast green 
space of ihc Bangalore 
Palace gnmcMh right 
opposite his ofHce. he 
spreads oul his amis iind 
c«ulis: * Where else can I 
gel a (dace with a view 
like this?* 

But. serHM^y. Singh 
didn't come fur tK* view 
alone. Bangalore h^ano- n 

fher k I nd of envlronmcm. iSO 

This had enabled ihe 


w 


^owih of high technology firms and 
(he dcveiopment of qualified lechnical 
pcrmncl. Al&o. it helped produce the 
largest number of electronic goods and 
cornered for the city a larger chunk of 
software for exports than any other 
place in the counliy 


Voday. Bangalore has burst beynrid its 
I green belt oixJ Is no more known as 


Ihe pensioners* paradise. After firming 
ils reputation as the ‘electronics capital', 
it isrsow being called the '.Silicon Viilley 
oflndid'. 


One man who thinks it is really (hut is 
B.S. Paiil. chainnan of Ihe Karnuhika 
Slate industrial Invcsimoni A Develop- 




Bangalore is fast emerging m 



















VERIFONE 


HatimTyabjrs Veh^onci^a 
virtual (rfftce spttid xntit. 30 
countries with l,600emptayees 
connected through satellite linkv 
The US S25S million company 
with a 70 per cent share of the 
world's ininsaciian automation 
market opened its Bangalore unit 
iol990. 

With 7S software protcssioiials. 
Veri pone's Bangalore unit is also 
one of its biggest. Besides 
teconJing sales won h ft s 62.8 
million last year, the Bangalore 
office produced two software 
products called Gemstone and 
Omnihosi. which are two of 
Veri Ftme's most 
sophist icaled 
and advanced 

systems. 


tnent Coqxmuion (KSIIDC). ile is also 
marieiing the state. 

'Bangalore is the huh of information 
technology in the country today.' be 
says. "Mention any computer company, 
und it is here." The list includes Motoro¬ 
la, Wjpro.lnfosys. VeriFone, Intel. Tala 
Iftforniatitms Systcm.s Limited (TISL), 
I'cx as 1 ns I ruments. Analog Dev ices. Sie¬ 
mens, Bull S A. Silicon Graphics and 
Novell, 

But the hig names alone don't m^d^c 
Palil confident. There arc other factors. 
Bangalore has the most number of com¬ 
panies developing software for exports 
and G.S. Var(lh;ui of the Software 1*ixh- 
nology Park says that hy ihc end of the 


year. Bangalore will pioAice neariy 15 
per cent of the Malware exports. 

li also has the highest conccotmiKw 
of infi)ttch personnel. And from nearly 
every ocher street comer, a firm is mak¬ 
ing soflwarr. 

Some suggest an imbalance here, 
thnu^. Bangalore firms hardly manu¬ 
facture hardware or peripherals. And of 
Ihc country's Rs 1.02B crorc software 
industry. Bangalore accouius for only 
Rs l.lOcrorr. Also, Bombay still has ihe 
largest number of v)rtware pnifcssio- 
nals —riaighly 120,B0ft of them 

But CX'wang Mehta. euvutiveUirvc- 
lor ot NASSC'OM (Natiurtal 
AKStx:iaijon for Sdiw arc 
K Service Cuinpanics), 
isn't NHhcrcd hy such 
cuniporisons. He argues 
that IihIui was put on the 
world's iHNnpuier map by 
Bimgaltue's vtft wart* 

c Sports, 


'We do not nianufactu- 
IV eompuicr%,'' says 
Mehia. "We merely 
asvniltle them,' Bcsiilcs. 
gixmth m soft ware ha.s 
been vpixtacular in ctmt* 
ponson to other seg- 
rramis. And while there 
has been a 50 per cent 
growth rate elsewhere. 
Bangalore firms aiv topp¬ 
ing the 70 per cent level. 


infotech capital of India 


Alsu, the pytrern id 
software dcveUipment 
wi>rldwidc is changing. 
Eiarlicr, there was body- 
shopping. Western firms 
would lake Indian profes- 
srunals fmm here. No 
mure. Now. software is 
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TATA 

INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS LIMITED 


An IBM-Tmr joini veoiure* it 
woHon stfcamioFebniafy 1993. 
AMiovgh one oi ttt ftw 'conipkle 
infotttfi comfwkks* involved in 
both had ware Rrtd software, it did 
Dol shoot the infotedi duns as 
K wa eapeded 10 . But K did stale a 
tufnoverofRs IBOcnac 
ID its first year of 
operations. 


T.SW 




"Bangalore IS the 
hubofiflfonnation 
technology in the 
countiy today. 

Mention any 
computer company, 
and it is here," says 
B.$. Patil 


produced in India and »u^Iiied out. 
Thi^ is called cifT-.shoce dcvclc^Hneni 
and Bangalore docs wonderfully in this. 

' I do iHiC kivi w of a single foreign dek- 
gaiiofl which dues not have Barvgalore 
on its iUnerary,* says Mehta. Thii 
alone reflects the central place dial 
Bangalore occupies in the infoicch 
industry in (he country today.' 

1 As 1 fortnighi. the confidence in 
Bangalore was rciieraled hy Tulip com¬ 
puters. Shy am Bhatia. executive direc¬ 
tor of (he Bomhay-ha&ed Unipurt Com* 

puiers. which will do the marketing, was 
in Bangalore to do a rvjle^ia^k 
launch of Tulip. 

“We chose to do it fnim here because 
(his is the city where all the compuier- 
related action is taking place.* said Bha- 
lia. "Our market begins from Bangalore, 
(he hiiait of (he computer i ndustry .* 


B angalore’s future in computen was. 

in a scn^e. sci when the ftl was esta* 
biishcdhcTC in I94g to maketekeommu' 
nicaiiuo equipment. Odwr^. such as Bha¬ 
rat bkcuunics. Bharat Heavy Hlectri- 
cah limited. HhaiN tanh Movers 
Limiicd. Uic Naiumal AcmnauticaJ 
Laboraiory and Hindustan Aeronautics 
tJmiied followed. 

These units spuired (he growth of 
ekcironks tn the city. K.P.P. Namt^. 
former secretary in the department of 

electninics md preseni chairTiian of the 

Naimedi gm^ q( con^tarues. says: 
'The ekcironk units saw a number of 
ctMnpetcnt engineers leaving and setting 
up indusihes of (heir own. Simulta¬ 
neously. a number of wicillaiy units and 
a strong suppltcr network grew around 
them. What happened over a number of 
years, was (hal high technology became 


pett of R angaknr* n trudili i m." 

Tcchmcal ediKalion ton kept apace. 
Besides research places such as the I ndi • 
an Insii lute of Sc knee, a number of ungi* 
nccring and (ccbnical colleges were wi 
up. Today, whik Kamainku alone 
c hu n IS out more lhan 20.( MX) icchn icul ly • 
trained graduates every year, Bangalore 
attracts a large number of students com¬ 
ing fnan univer&iiids in neighbouring 
siatea. 

nu% ilrte was the space (n sel it all 
up, OfTicr and residential accommoda 
lion WAS che^, h was a clean city with¬ 
out (he polluting heavy industries. 
Moreover, (here was adequate i nfrastruc • 
(ural support. 

Wipro and Infnsys were the first two 
major companies to set up offices here 
without fanfare in I9HI, While Wipro 
Infotech wanted its new-age venture to 
he in a new city. Infosys opted for 
Bangalore for its livability. 

N.ft. Narayana Murthy. chairman and 
managing director of Infosys. says: "We 
wanted to be in a city where our people 
would have a reasonable standard of 
living. Had we based ourselves In Bom¬ 
bay. they would have had to live in 
squalid cooditions and comm<iu* for 
rnany hours.” 

A few other finm followed. But the 
boom came when (he multi national 
I Teias litslnimenK set up shop in 1985. 

I It pioneaed ofl-shore dcvelopmcni of 
so^are and changed the focus of the 
infotech industry in the country. In the 
process. Bangakiie wa>i made. 

IMnkv JO/WV- «kUv 









Sdiii MitUti. muiicgifiin^ dirccior of 
'ei up lufi yews afJcr Tcxa> 
Insirumenis ewnu in, says: "Texus Insuu- 
ments had (Ik courage Iiin(. So. many 
came in because they were henr." 

Veohmewas such ctKnpjny. 
‘We simply followwl our p«»1ic) ii> go 
where the lulcni is." >ays V. Ramil rish- 
na. Its munaging diK'cior. Moiofola s 
general manager, Shrikunih H, Inamdar. 
concurs, and says, ‘h'ur a change, we 
decided to be followers instead of 
kadc rs, and came i he place where cv c > 
ryonc else was.” 

Then, the hardware linns siarteil lo 
come. M G. Subrumaniam, gcrteral 
manager of Hewleil Packard (IIP), 
which eamc in ilte late Highties. says, 
"Here, we were close to the maji>r ei^* 
users, to major vendors, and to sources 
of human eapiial. U just siccmcd right to 
fit into the cluster. That, incidentally, is 
how clusters grow," 

Infotech professioruls. too. began 
moving in. The relocation was made 
easier because of Banga 'ore'«good clim¬ 
ate and cosmopolitanism. AnuradhaPar* 
lhasaraihy of Neaus. an agency which 
places infotech personnel, says. There 
i« a larger InHux of >u(tware puof^* into 
Bangalore than anywhere else. Even 
hard*core Madrasis don't w»)t Ki go 
hack." 

B ut there have been problems. Son>c 
of the previous advantages are no 
longer there. Property prices, because of 
this great computer Knim. have risen hy 


'i do not know of a single 
foreign del^ation which 
does not have Bangalore 
on its itinerary. This afone 
reflects the central place 
that Bangalore occupies 
In the infotech industry in 
the country today" — 
Dewang Mehta 


over 100 per cent in the last year itself. 
An acir t>f land that was Rs 5 lakh about 
eight months ago. is now about Rs Xi 
lakh. A threC'Mnrtom house that you 
ctHild reni fttf about Rs 6.000 comes for 
double the amount now. 

Bangalore still isn't as expensive as 
Bombay ur Delhi, std prime oflke 
space costs about Rs 3,000 per square 
fool and house rents are about a third 
what they are there. Anyhow, high land 
cosLs hardly deter multiuhonal 

CMY)pAniC5* 

Bui the infrasiructure is appalling, 
and this could kill Bangalore. A^sKP's 
.Sul^maniam. being the Silicon Val¬ 
ley of India any excuse not to maintain 
our ruiid!» mir ensure a regular ^pply of 
quality power?* 

Manpiovcr Nhortages are also coining 
up. With a wider choice of errqiloyers. 


Pmdeep Singh wanted tp 
'trailbUze a whole new concept for 
Indian software”, when he opened 
shop last year. A Microsoft veteran 
after having spent nine yearx with 
the company. Singb saw & niche in 
the sofware industry where ik> one 
10 the world had tred before: 
trouble'shooting and menionng. In 
layman's terminology, it simply 
means sol vi ng problen is. 

NeiQuest was set up with an 
initial investment of lU 3 crore artd 
has already secured 
orders woftb 
more than US$] 
million. Singh is 
cOfiftdmi of having a turnover of 
Rs 4 crore by the year 2000. 


NetQues 


CUlf mwUft ffnear Pmdaag lliqli 


Bangalorr has the higheii turnover of 
infotech professionals (25 per cent). 
Companie» have coiiw up with incen¬ 
tives. Infosys. for instance, otfers slock 
options. Wipro has house and car financ¬ 
ing schemes, end some others offer hand¬ 
some ‘signing bonuses' running up to 
Rs 50,000 with household gadgets like 
microwave ovens and cooking ranges 
thrown in. But all thi» docbn'1 seem to 
have helped, 

Poomima Shenoy. a panner in 
Nexus, says. "Wc still get more requests 
for personnel than applications. If more 
new companies come into Bangalore. I 
wonder where they will get their man- 
puw'cr from?" 

The problem is already weeing (he 
company heads. John R. Whiting, presi¬ 
dent and managing director ol TISl,, 
says. "So far. there has not been a pn>' 
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When Ashok Suotit took over as 
pre^>dentin ) 984.1 be company 
was only a couple of years old with 
a turnover of a mere Rs 7 crorv. 
Under the high-profile SooUk. 
Wipro has grown into the 
second' largest infotcch company 
in (he country afterTCS. 

Last year, Wipm Infotech 
recorded u turnover of Rs X.^72 
million and its sister concern. 
Wipro Systems, had a turnover of 
Rs437 million. Wipro's strong 
point is that unlike other 
companies which have jumped 

onto the 
joint'Venture 
bandwagon, 
it has tied up 
with multinationals on iisown 
terms. It has tie-ups with 
Nokia. British Telecom and Acer. 

Wipro's customers include 
General Electric, AT&T and Belt 
Nttfthem Research. Besides 
selling computers arxl software for 
other companies. Wipro has stoned 
hninding iis products like the 
Super Cemus range of computers 
and the Little Genius notebooks. 


Wipro lirfotech was one of 
the first major companies 
to set up office in 
Bangalore without much 
fanfare in 1981. tt wanted 
its new-age venture to be 
in a new ci^ 




theoay: mor« f euaatafqr 


bkrm tir^jing ^uilahte people. But yes. I 
am wumed about the future.' ' 

Given this scenario, (here are fears 
that Bangalure may soon lo«e its .status 
as the infutech capital of the country. 
Because all ihai (he infoiech ir^ustry. 


re in the country now. ii inighi just deci¬ 
de u> go where the lulcm is. insieuJ of 
being in clu><iercd Bunguloa\ 

In fact, this is niremly hjpiKiiing. 
Rusi Bn;, vicC'prcsitk'ni of (he 
HydcraKid'KaseJ Satvum Lomputers, 
says. 'Hungakireis ilw^vnier of (lie info* 
tmh induMry ul prcseiii. Hut other cities 
like Hyderabad. I'une ar>d Madras arc 
catching up wnh it." Kccendy. Com- 
puicrvision dceidcil not to corrw U> 
Bangak>n; since it wuii Kmi crowded and 
optcxl for the still-Uilcnt'iich Pune 
insicad. 

Whai is mm* ularmtng 
is that even ci^inpanies 
which had decide^l cm 
Bangalore as ihcir tiN 
choice aa* looking to 
roller cities. Narayana 
Miirthy of Infosys says 
his company's expansion 
wrnild he in other places 
like Mysore. Pune and 
Hyderabad because of 
the pnce*risc and tack of 
manpower in Bangalore. 
lUfor "We want to uiiiact local 

talent." he says. 

The government is aware t»f the threat 
to Bangalore’s posiilon. I^iiil sayv more 
power-gen^ating units will come up 
asalsoa rapid inuispori sysiem.'Despitc 
the ounplainis about Bangalore, it is 
still more attractive than oth^ cities." he 



DInettr: MMk $M(a 


which can be caked footloose, needs, is claims. But as il happens, that isn't say- 
ciMnmunicalioobnksand (rained person* ing much. 5k>ftwure is a very flighty 
nel. With high-speed dau cunimunica- business. « 
liiHt links pi>ssiblc from a1mr*sl any who* Qmtrf 1 —koili/fugBlofe 
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HEARD IN THE CHAMBERS 


V. 


AN iNOUSTAtALlST 
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commercial vehicles, its 


■ Aprograss 

r^KKt 

T he annual rate of inflaiion 
has dropped to A.98 per 
cent fur the week ending 8 
April. Before that, il was 
9.38 percent. ERflier. for 18 
weei^ the rate of inflaiiun 
was in the double digits. 

Interestingly, however, 
there was a 0.2 per cent rise 
in the ofnciul whole.saJc 
price index (provisional) for 
all commodities, advancing 
from 284.6 to 2K.5 I.The 
index for prinuiry articles 
registered h rise by 0.3 per 
cent, ifom 294,2 to 293.2. 

The index lor 

manufaciured products also 
advanced. Only that for fuel, 
power, light and lubricants 
remained the same as the 
previous week’s. 

■ Racing 4Ui«ad 

f, LCD has done 
reiiiurkubly well this 
year. It has recorded ii J 

turnover of Rs 5.216 crore I 
for 1994-95. While the \ 

figure for net profit isn’t out. { 
it is expected to he in the 
region of Rs l.50cft>rc. Last 
year, the net profit was Rs 
I0l.34en>rc. 

Internal analysis shows 
that ibc company did much 



TlUNh n N— ra co rt#d a 
turnover of Ha BiUt cror* 


belter in the second half of 
1994-95.11 sold a record 
1. 19,000 vehicles in this 
Hnancial yearagainsi 77.000 
ih: year before. While 


luxury car segment (making 
Tau Sien and Estate) d id 
very well too. Last year. 
TELCO Mdd 6.000 cars and 
thjsyear. 10.000. 

The growing sain in its 


luxury car segment will give 
heart to the many foreign 
companies which have tied 
up or arc plann i ng to tie up to 
make cars here. 

■ Ingoodtatth 

M oreoflUie automobile 
I runt. Ford cars are to 
hit the Indian roods by 1998. 
These will come in a 
completely knocked-down 
form, and will be assembled 
here by a joint-venture 
company ii> be set up by Ford 
Motor Company and 
Mahindra& Miiliimlra 
IM&M). 

Ford has u seven per cent 
slake in MikM Right now. a 
Icasibiliiy study is being 
undertaken. Bui even helore 
Its completion. Ford ha)i suit 
of made up its mind to have 
its cars assembled here. 

W. Wayne Bftxskcr, 
executive vice-president of 
Fivd’s imemuiional 
auiomoiive operations, who 
was here in India, said Ihai 
his company was 
determined lo become a key 
player in the Indian car 
market. 

’ll IS important in our 
business to understand (he 
markets in which nur 
products arc sold and the 
customers ivho buy Ihem,’' 
Bmoker said. 

Meanwhile. M&M has 
also decided to set up 
amomoiivc 

components-man utaciurmg 
units with 51 per cent 
foreign equity. Apparently, 
negotiations are teing 
conducted with Johnson 
Controls of the US for 
passenger car seaLs and 
United Technologies for 
wiring harnesses. 

The idea is that hoik of 
the investments in these 
companies will be made by 
foreign partners and the 
public. The decision to set up 
the^e unirs Hows from plans 
Id make Ford cars. Both 
Johnson Controls and 
United Technologies supply 
to Ford fn America • 


hulk of the sales oimpnsed 

medium and heavy 


EVENT OF THE WEEK 


Chairman K.L Chu^ih has effected a major 
reshuffle in the !TC hoard 

No one i$ quiie sure i f it is the beg i nnin g 
of (he end. Till last fortnight, K.L. 
Chugh. the chairman of ITC Ltd. didn’t 
seem u> he in a mood to give in (o the 
demand made by British Amencan 
TobuccofBAT) that he quit. HAT had 
alleged financial mismanagement in the 
tobacco gi am and expressed a loss of confidence in Chugh, 
Bui things seem to have changed since. Chugh hasn’t 
gone but he has reshuffled the ITC board in a manner ihai 
cou Id onl y he seen as gi ving a concession to BAT. Chugh 
had brought in Yogi Dcve>hwar over other board 
members imd mode him vice-chairman of (he company 
and his probaMe successor. He had also been given the 
money-making tobacco and hotel divisions. 

In last fortnight's reshuHIc. Chugh has given up the 
chairmanship of all the individual group companies except 
that of ITC. PunJ)er. tobacco has gone to SauraWi Mishra. 
deputy chairman, whoohginiily held it. Deveshwar 
retains hotels but Asbok Bhatia. who ran this division very 
profitably until he was removed. c<mies back to it. He will 
be vicc-^irmon of fTC hotels, 

O.K.P. Reddi, who had been asked to resign by Chugh 
for losses in (he agro and iniematkma] business divisknu, 
but had been asked to May by BAT. is now in the Indian 
Leaf Tobacco division. Mishra and Reddi will together 
ovensec the tobacco business over the next few years. 

The other significant dtange is that Deveshwar will be 
proposed as ITC Bhadiachalam and ITC Agro Tech's 
chairman at the next board meeting. 

BAT has seen the changes as an acknowledgement from 
Chugh that something needs (o be done after all. but it is 
clear that they will insist that he go. Nonnan Davis, one of 
B AT's two nominees on the fTC hoard, who has 
spearheaded the anii-Chugh campaign both in CakuTia 
aj)d in London, has said that he would have diplomatic 
pressure pul on India to see Chugh out. 
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CHLIPTHAKOflE 


Play i ng 
Hardball 


The government has to take drastic steps in 
order to curtail the growing number of 
while-collar crimes 


I The arrcsi of 

several senior 
ofnclals of fhe 

V / \ £ri Enchaftgc Board 
W of India iSBBl) on 
V jM suspicion of collu* 
siOA to defraud (he 

-- ^ --1 invesior public 

rrj the MS Shoes pu hi ic i viue scan • 
dal. is a socio^economically vrelcome 
development. One hopes that it signifies 
(hat the Union and state governments 
have at last Nummoned up the will and 
ecu rage to punish whi te «)l I ar cri mi nals 
for their crimes against society. 

There is a large and perhaps growing 
number of people who tend lo^ympathi* 
sc with the outbursts of individuals such 
as scam king Karshad Mehta, and 
recently. Sachdeva. who accuse the 
media, especially the press, of exaggera¬ 
tion and rumour*nK>ngering. It is the 
media which is responsiMe for panick¬ 
ing otherwise-somnolent and collusive 
government officials into ordenng 
indiscriminate arrests which have ruin¬ 
ed numerous reputations, which is bod 
for business and industry, they compfain. 

While there may be some truth in 
such allegations against (he rrwvlin. the 
larger truth is that the white-collar scan¬ 
dal exposes from time to time consti¬ 
tute the mere tip of the massive and gru w- 
ing whiie<ollaf crime-and-ciimip'ion 
iceberg. Unless this rapidly- 
crystallising iceberg blown up. it is 
certain lo sink the ship of state, (n^d. if 
anything, the media ix guilty of being 
sofi on gflr^temimnt and public sector 


(Kganisaiions in which conspiracies lo 
defraud the public are the rule rather 
ihan (he exc'eption. And surprisingly, 
some open and umnierrupted wandals, 
which arc a matter iif common kruiw- 
ledge to thousands of well informed 
citizens, have not attracted the utioruion 
of media personnel who c loi m to he guar- 
d lans of i he puhl ic inicrexi. 

Since shciunigons on the stuck mar¬ 
ket ore very much in the news, it might 
he appropriate to begin by highlighting 
some open and uninterhipted acts of cn- 
minal fraud against (he public, which arc 
being blithely ignored by moniKirs <»!' 
the nurkci and by proclaimed watchdo- 
g.v of the public interest. 

It s jusr us well ihai D.R. Mehta, the 
chairman of .SHBJ. has announced his 
intention to set up an intelligence cell 
within the organisation. It h^ been an 
open secret that ever since SKBi wa.s set 
up. Its officials have been t;d(ing bribes 
for using their di'^tion lo pass and 
expedite the prospectuses of husincssm- 
cn entering the primary issues market. 
Only recently, i n me n lemorabk month, 
these otfielal.s pa.ssed over 200 ^irospec- 
tuses. Quite obviously, there was hardly 
any applicatioa of mind with a view to 
prweeting the puNk imereM while clear¬ 
ing these public issues. I would say all 
S FBI officials are excellent tax-raid pro¬ 
spects. wouldn't you? 

T n be fair, it mighi be appropriate to 
tear in mind SFBl officials are 
merely following the avaricious prece¬ 
dent set by officials of the now-defunct 
office of the Coniroder of Capital Issues 
(CCD. For decades, these gencndly- ; 



HARSHAD MEHTA 


Ignorant sw»nhics arhiirarily deicnnined 
the premia which eiitranis into the prima¬ 
ry market were permitied lo impose 
upon new issues. <liven (be extcni l<i 
which they could make break the for- 
ivncs of corporaie promoters, tt is com¬ 
mon k now ledge I hat most of these ofl ici- 
aK made their own fonuncs. Foriunate- 
ly, one of ihc first acts of the nflbrmisi 
Narasimbu Ran government was to abo¬ 
lish the office of (he CC'I. Bui I wouIJn'i 
be surprised if most of the worthies of 
this defunct office have becen rvlocutcd 
in SEBI. 

However, these continuous and unpu¬ 
nished backroom scums pak into 
insignificance when compart to the 
bra^A audociiy with which natiofialised 
hank employees conven primary market 
share application monies to their own 
use. 

This is how this hraxen and yet unpu¬ 
nished swindling works. Let's say. you 
apply for 100 shares of a high-pamium 
company going public b)' filling up your 
share af^icatlon form, attaching a 
cheque for Rs $ .000 thereto and submiit - 
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PAWAN SACHDEVA 


There is a large and perhaps growing number of 
people who tend to sympathise with the 
outbursts of individuais such as scam king 
Harshad Mehta, and recently, Sachdeva, who 
accuse the m^ia, especially the press, of 
exaggeration and nimour-mongering 


ing i110 blink brunch (Sc<ignaied by MKh open cheating 
Ihc lead manager?; to ihe i Viue. There is a hccaukc if ibn*i wi icih 
gCH)d chance that one of the much* anynrtc's while lo pn>sc- 
loo^many clerkv in the bunk will tear up cute to recover relatively- 
your applicuUon form and substitute it snullsumsofmuncv 


with one of his relative's. Thtnigh the 
payment of the suhsci iption amount will 
be debited to your bank account, the 
company will issue the shares in the 
name of the hank clerk s relation, in say. 
Rajamundhry. Should you complain, 
one can safely iLssume ihat (he bunk's 
managemeni won't have the will or the 
capability to investigate the fraud. And 
the company has acted in g<x)d faith in 
ivsumg the shares to ihc man in Ruja- 
mundhry. Now. it s yourpniblem to sue 
or prosecute the man in Rujamundhry, 
and you know dial the legal system is in 
a comatose Mate in this country. 

According to the s'hief executive of a 
wcll'known share registrar and tninsfer 
agency, such simple and bra 7 en 
swindles perpetrated hy corrupt benk 
employees run into hundreds of tNat* 
sands annually. Arsd in most cases, 
venal bank employees gel away with 

•UNOAY»«»(W piteikM ’ 


small sums of money 
Another hnuen and 
continuous fraud which 
remains unpunished is 
run hy posi ofTice 
employees. When share 
ccrtificaics are .sent for 
transfer endorsement, 
there is a good chance of 
their being stolen hy u 
postal employee. 1l>e* 
naificr. the name of a 


eniployevs. 

Indeed, (he bnircnrK'ss with which 
ewn stock inurkei ofl'iciuis leave invex- 
lors in the lurch M iihoui tear of due pro* 
cois is astonishing. I reiMember purchah* 
ing ilv'cituiiy shunts of u company nam* 
ed Bhopal Toughened < I lass, which 
made u massive public issue in the 
Seventies. The pnimoter collected all 
the subscription money and absconded 
to Pakistan. When 1 enqiiiaxl id the 
slock exchange authorities regarding 
my rcntedics. I was cooly informed (hut 
the ctanpany hud been delisted from the 
Grmihay Stock Hxebange for non* 
payment of listing fees. Therefore. ;ill 
further enquines should be directed to 
the compiiny, which refused to answer 
any letters. 

There IS a six'iologlcal cxplarnitlon 
for the curious reluctance and foot* 
drugging ol central and state govern* 
mciits III the Tiiaiier of investigating and 
proHX'uiing bunk and postal employee.^, 
Oncol tile first prioiiiicxofihenew bre* 
edol lumpen IXHirHCois politk'ians who 
have crowded the ruilion's educated 
middle*class (which led ihe naii'on lo 
frcc<kim) out ol nuiional, and especially 
Mule • k'veI polItics is to sccuic puhIic sec• 
tor employment lor their Kith and kin. 
As a consequence, the police forces, 
goveriimcnt and public sector organ!su* 
tiofls ore chfxk-a bUxk with the 
quasi* educated, amoral and 
grafl-addicled kith 
and kin of contemporary 
politicians who derive 
useful percentages of the 
vast amounts generated 
hy white<oilur swindles. 

This is also Ihc prima* 
ry reason why despite 
loud noises about lihcrub- 
saiion and deregulation, 
the Union government is 
. loving ui a snail*s pace 
in (he matter of prlvatixa* 

I ion of puhl ic sector enler- 


. * ^ ^ . prises. But unless thiscir* 

reafter. the name of a ck of corrupikin is brok* 

third parly is en through a detennined 

upon the certificate .c. the privatisation initiative, 

transferee and ihc .share White-Collar crime will 

cenificaie is redireaed to on erwire* continue to flourish under tlx* 
ly diffenmt address. In such cas^. ihiise infomiul kith and kin immunity |»ro- 
shares become 'taini^‘. notwiihstand* gramme. One shouldn't read too much 
ing the fact that the original transferee is into the feeble investigation and transfer 
a bona fide puretixscr for value. Though 
there is a readymade selMncrimicuiing 
lead, (he police is extremely reluctant to 
invektigaie and pnxccuic postal 


of a few token public sector enterprise 
officials. « 

Dtp tfiaiiM 4 ih« lewAOarMKxor 
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SIODHARTHDUBE 


U iiar Pradesh's villages Mu/' 
ed wirh lenviuo in the 
wceksjubt pusl. asargiuibiy 
Oic (newt revoluiionary 
changes since the abolition 
of ta*nmdori nearly a haif'Century ugo 
cufTic into being there. The rcvotuiion — 
for so it is — has been cngcndeKd hy 
Mubyain Smgh Yuduv\ version of Pun* 
ehayuti Ruj. This guuruntcc, at all levels 
of the panchjyui sysicin. 27 per cent 
reservation for Other Bac kward Oasscs 
tOBCs) as well as 22.5 percent reserva¬ 
tion for rhi' Schedules Cusics unj Sche¬ 
duled Tribes (Thirty three per cent iv 
reserved fi»r wijnvcn. hut there is no revo¬ 
lution brew ing yet on this fn>ni). 

! f 1 h i s di tcsn' t si ri ke y< hj us part icular- 
ly rcvoliitionury in this age of ever- 
CKpunding reservutions. it certainly di«s 
XU to UP's villagers. To the upper castes 
who have coniinutfd to lord over village 
politics, n is a second arnl prohuMy rmul 
death knell, the first being the aNtlition 
ot the Crtw/irdrtW systetn. l‘o the lower 
castes, still oppressed despite now own¬ 
ing some linul be it hult an-mTe of 
dry waslekioJ —- it is hiith ,i cull Ioanns 
and a pMniise that the hated old order 
w'ill surely be asphyxiated, if mx this 
year, then ut least st)inc time mmmi. 

Wishful thinking .’ No. not if you wit¬ 
nessed these elections. 

Revolutions hk not pretty Matters 
were ugly in lUtar Pradesh for weeks pa*- 
ceding the punch ay ai elections and dur¬ 
ing it, a period stretching from end- 
March to 20 April. SoriM* .M) people w ere 
killed. virtually all 
in battles between upper 
and lower castes for the 
oi'pntiihiin. Beefed- 
up police forces could 
barely keep the lid on. 

Hundreds of re-polls 
have hern ordered us well 
as several do/cn counter¬ 
manded. Contrast ihis 
to previous panchuyui elections in the 
state, non-events in which the upper 
castes swept virtually everv post uneon- 
tested and scum numbers were killed. 
And if the scale of violence seems n<i 
greater than that typical of state and 
national elections, remeenher that while 
those elections are torn primarily hy 
fuiriy-sponsored vIoIcikx. here the bat- 
tie.s were dcep-iotiicd, bitter cncountcrv 
between nvul castes Iront a single 
village. 


UP'S SEomi] 


The tensions were IT 
nakedly evident seen up 
close. In Baba KaGaon.a 
village io Pratapgarh dis¬ 
trict that I have visited 
each month since Janua¬ 
ry. the atmosphere had 
been transformed. Like 
inosi other \.'P villages, it 
has always been a place 
div ided Iw ween the pri v i • 
Icged upper castes and 
their fixincr chaiiel. 
uccofthiig to the views of 
the SC and 1 he (JBf' fami • 
lies of I he village. Yet. by 
their testiiiHwy. since sub- 
stuniial land rel'umis took 
pluee here in the i97(K 
lower ca.ste familH's have 
managed to fashion fairly 
happy lives for them¬ 
selves. a vast impnu'e- 
nient from zomiitdari 
limes when they were 
"the ghulimis of ghu' 
hm.s" — the llrsl set of 
ghuhiins being the 
:umt/uhn. staves of the 
British. In this perHxJ, 
they have inainiained a 
superfcial cal m i n the v ill • 
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Political parties are yet to realise that UP's 
lower caste villagers are still searching 
vainly for a party that could translate their 
prosaic village-level concerns to policy 

changes 


age b> newr righting bock against the 
Thakurs. des|Mte frequently being thru* 
shed, insulted and their wives and 
daughter slapped. 


This "mvmialily'' came to an end this 
month. Under the new Panchayati Raj 
dispensation, the village's Thakur 
pmdlMH - - whi> had held his post uncon- 
teslcd for 45 ycaa! — learnt that he 
must surrender his post to an OBC i ndivi' 
dual (only once m every four elections 


lions will this pos) heco* 
me an unreserved seal; in 
others, it will rotate hei- 
ween being reserved lor 
women, OBCs or SCs), 
The divide between the 
upper and lower castes 
escalated into war. This 
began with the Thakurs 
warning the .OBCs 
that if any of them dared to stand 
for the pradhan post, they would be kil¬ 
led. In the length of a week, ibis hustling 
village of 100 households sank into 
quiet diinng the day, deathly stiKne.ss at 
night. In the homes of (he SCs and the 
OB('s, there were no jokes nor laughter, 
talk was only of the elections and e>f the 
violence threatened hy the Thakurs, In 
small groups, leaders of the OBCs and 
the SCs whispered together, scheming 
of ways to defy them. 












REVOLUTION 


How flic eimincipation of the 
hwcr aisles spells I rouble for 
ihe upper aisles 
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ihji ii huJ N«> l;ii Ixvo .1 pOACful piA'C. 
T <>K* SC Wi»HJ 1 jkf Hi)fl I'd i 
l> ui ihiMMinnioiit. vjNinp ihji the u|ipiT 
chiss'di tnii iiaiinJ ptilicc hikl viMin J 

iuivhhI llH'ir vtxiipUniN ol' 'HiuLim 
h;ir4NMni*»i.» 

T tk* wsirl'iire 4kHiM (KH bv ;i Mirpnsi* 
lli^li MjkiS ucft' Tvinj! utnicsicil: 
THKhini; kss i\un ihc fuiiirv* oi 

l)ut. u f u gre ilc^nv. 11 ic i niii« n w k •( 
Ihc ctNiTcsl Has ccfl.iKi. .in il 

have lakcn j c<Dii|dt*ic <kTailmp 
i*t die pJiKh.iy.li ckviiiKis Un Ihc uppiT 
cjsics lo win Wiih ihis hUvidv. hii sue- 




The hulrcil splil inlo (>pcn wur a week 
I uici. 11k' Thukurs bc^an (i i heal un ( )B(' 
woinan in iK'r own courtvunk while one 
pinncil hcrhiivhaiuliiow n Kui llm (iiiK 
I I'f I he liiM c i me i n the v j I lajjc* s hKu»« 
ry, say [vopic I'loin ihe lower casies — 
Ihe OBC's and SC's allacketl Ihc *l1iakur> 
wiih slicks, hi'jlm^ Ihem hock. A day 
laief. Ihc <hl harvest ol a SC* leader wav 
lo^hi'd. Vk next nijihl. the hnver caste 
villagers huddled in v isiMcicrmrasjecp' 
loads ofThakiirs iVoni neighlvHjhiig vMI* 
apes were siphied enierinp the village 
And Ihe nesi day, ihe police ihrcaiencd 
(o arrest Ihe lower caste individuals whu 
had fought against the Thakurs. even 
though they had clearly done so in self* 
deJenee; the 1’hakurs were no( ihreate* 
ned, despite trespassing and hcatinit a 
single woman. Ihc upper casic local 
police chief, rcluetani lo visit Haha Ka 
(rjon despite this warfare noted ruefully 



cessful Nnh. the new* Panchay'aii Raj 
system has in the space of weeks torn as 
uiuler ancient power e<|ualions within 
the stale's 1.20.000 villages. This spells 
the end —‘ in the ruM-so-distanl fuiure 
4 »f ped il ics as it has been praci ked herv tn 
the nearly half cenitiry since 
Imicpcndcncc. 

The twin losers ip this hank* arc ihc 


ut>|vr castes and tiK Cotigressfl). who 
overt Ik psiqu.inetcenuuy have in VV 
gnma p;irasiiK.illy imcilwined. fU»lh of 
ihi'iiiarv*iH»u visihlviheftMvcsofyi'sicr* 
diiy, not of lJI*'s lurmv If llns sounds a 
pivnciiuie ohiiuaiy. (.vxisiili'r that in 
ruful rP. Ihc <’<iiJgh*ssH) has for years 
Ixx'niHMhmg ntorcihan a sou^'e of patio- 
nage for iIk ii]>ps'r castes Tellingly, ihe 
sham Paitehayali Kaj system daaml up 
hy Kupv <iandhi and his Kiek^riHtin 
1 x 4 s in tike ciul MIKds was little more 
than .111 aiiempi to cenieni llns [xitronugc 
h\ tines ting evei larger anuHinis of 
slush linxls u> the upj ‘r casie futuffnius 
and I hell cnxik's. 

In his const It neney of 
Aineih*. just 2(1 kilo* 
nieicrs from Baba Ka 
('rikMt. fl.indhi disirihutcd 
iidcphoiKs lo every 
liniifhun. IKw jeeps to ihs* 
Mos’k /miiuuih<i and 
^KhiT such largesse to any 
one willing to swear allc* 
giaiKc (0 his parly, ills 
prid'esseil iiiiger tha; this 
nxniey iKvei goi to tlx* 
poor Wits hy pi Kill leal. 
priiiK* Indian farce! 
(TIkisc w1h> wish lo erase 
piwcity m rural India 
should disirihutc fHUhts 
titles IIV land -- not 
jeeps or lelepfioncN^) 
This cynical supp^irl of 
an evil social order ^ 
instead of Ksing to ihe 
challeriges posed hy 
powerful demands tiv ' 
et^iiUy und un end in 
i^vpression - explains 
why the C'ongiess now 
ilmls ifial It h.is sqiiander- 
ci1 ils extr.iordin.tidv*rieh 
Icgiis y iif goosIwUI In IIk I’liar Pr.ulcsh 
heart kind. Gone :ire the dajs when the 
Clandhis-Nehnrs or (he Ci'ngrcss led 
^^v'olulutf)k. 

W liai ol the winners'* The primary 
w'initers ftoni this revolution are 
I Ik* slate's OBC and SC vtllags'rs. Tfwy 
hoih gam hceanse m nK>st areas of rural 
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hjvt* i)>:uiy ciiiniuttn ccihhhuh’ 
4skI m<\a\ cuiiccms, including ih< fact 
thtii ihc) ja'cciirnKTiK uNy si ill farcUtscr 
(o the other ilun lo the upper castes. Pvr- 
haps more unpontuu. they both view ihc 
upper castes as iheir enonucs and irodi* 
tionul o|^r«ssors, iThis p;itieni is (me 
i<Mi ol UH's lower-casic Muslim villa* 
gers, who have begun loium againM the 
UadtiitHial elite, especially those in the 
aligious sector.) 

The OB(' and SC jubilation at this 
state*led rwuluiioii springs from the 
realisation that rural political power ha.s 
been w renched from (he upper cuMCs ns 
they now liigetbet coni ml a majority of 
tltc piwfhan and other panchayari posts 
R CSC rv aii( ui s hir only the SCs would not 
have been sufllcieni to wre.si the levers 
of power downwards. 

Political panics such a.s the Samaj- 
wadi Party jiid the Bahujan Samaj Party 
gain from their ushering in this revolu¬ 
tion. But. (hey threaten to fritter away 
their gains as neither yet pays much heed 
to the importance of building grass^rciot* 
support In UP'S rural areas. Even during 
these elections, both jostled with the 
tHher parties for getting their candidates 
into the upper posts — the :U!a 
p^tnfh^lyttl and zillu iuiftutksh positions 
— while remaining oblivious to the fact 
that (he deepest conflias and keenest 
compeiilion was taking place ai the villa* 


AtAmethi, Rajtv Gandhi 
distributed telephones to 
every pradhan, new jeeps 
to block pramukhsand 
other largesse to any one 
willing to swear allegiance 
to his party 


gc level. Neither pany yet has the sharp- 
, ne vs to real ise that U P's h»wcr cask* vi I la* 
' gers arc still .scarvhing vainly for a parly 
that could ironsJate Iheir prusak village- 
level concerns into policy changes. If 
these two parties fad to rise to this chal¬ 
lenge hy the time suite or nuiional cloc- 
lioas rid I uround. (hey wilt find that the 
OBCs and SCs will vote separately, and 
then perhaps, not even for either ol 
them. This will be an enormously costly 
lovs, os neither the Bharatiya Janata Par¬ 
ty (BJP) nor the Congress are today jdac* 
^ to represent the largely comiTKin inter' 
ests ol rural UP*s UBC's and SCis, 

W iai of UP'.s future? Expect more 
repofts Umcr caste versus 
upper caste violence tearing UP's villa¬ 
ges. Those seeking to deride even the 
judicious use of expanded mtervaiiiMis 
should pause hefore being cheered hy 





this com men I: this violence will be Ihc 
lusty birth pains of a better i irde r. i n et m* 
trast to Ihc darkest areas of Bohr, where 
caste violence i.s more similar lo the 
kicks of an infaiii being strangled. In 
UP. two revolutions — hall-a-ccmury 
apan has empowcfcd the oppressed 
enough ftv them lo win (he light lo 
improve Iheir circumstances. When pan- 
chayati elections lake {Have in Bohr we 
will alt learn whether ruservaUnns 
alone, without land reform, can break 
the pt) wer of the upper castes. 

And, on an entirely positive note, in 
some years, expect to hear that the poo¬ 
rest. lowest caste orsd most oppressed 
people in Utiar Pradesh have Imally 
begun to become significantly richer 
and rcnwkably freer. One young SC 
man. ihc owner of just 2.5 biKhii\ of 
jn\ir land, said to me last week duKng 
Ihc panchayati elections; "Earlier if 
there were development programmes 
for the village or the poor, we would 
never get to know about it. Now. if there 
is something like this and we are all 
there, (here is the possibility of our 
doing out own dcvelopmwi," On ibis 
hklelxKid re«is the future of Utiar 
Pradesh. • 


rautfwfn a*# M MWif « swiy or «iwr 

poopfiowi^o. 
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Clash of the Ti tan s 

Veteran Marxist Nripen Chakrahorty takes the sheen off Jyoti Basu ’,v imaf>e 
by charging him with corruption and criminalisation of politics 


»r many, many years, ihc Wc« Bengal chief nunisicr 
rpli M). OAT of the couniry s of rcnegini; on party idetklogy. pander* 
niusi organised political out- ing u> muJiinationals, promoting his 
filx, hadn't gone through indusrrialisi son CltanJan Basu\ husi* 
anything like this. All ness interests and criniinaJiMng poliiics 
through April, its lop and lougli nul in West Bengal, 
leaders were kept on their icnterluxiks To the CPKM), this was stunning bl as¬ 

hy n seasoned, respected and articulate phemy. With its party congress schcdul- 
sniper, who reniursclessly look put* ed in Clundigarh from ^ to H April. 
shtHs ai ihe ^wity's cntrciKhcd leo^r- C'hokrabony's repeated salviK took the 
ship. Nnpen Chakrahorty. a C'PKMj CPKM). especially ib. poHcrfiil West 
veteran w ho was ch tef minister of Tri pu* Bengal unit, hy conipicic surpri sc. 
ru for two successive terms, ihoughtlhal Jyoti Basu. undfHjbtedly ihc party's 
ihc party was veering dangerously off its most inllucniial leader today, was 
ideological ciHirse and decided to horn- furious. Bui he nknintaiiK'd a dignified 

Chrtnborli ■IttCPKM) iMtftr IHiiM SoM(rlgM): 

dismay aiwl cintarras- 
snicni. C'hakraburiy 
made ihc chief minister 
of West Bengal, iyoci 
Bicsii, his prime lorgci. 

He first betrayed his hii- 
temess when, in an inter¬ 
view to a Bengali daily in 
Kvbftiury. be criticised ' 
the stale's liberal industri¬ 
al policy and expressed 
surprise at ttie wealtJi 
amassed by some party 
leaders. And for the slate 
government, it was parti- , 
cularly vexing that he 
chose to say all this while 
convalescing in Cakui* 
ta's SSKM Hospital, 
where he was being ircui- 

eJ for neurological , ^ , 

complications. ' V * \ 

Chakrahorty *s broadsi¬ 
des in Calcutta could. ( 

however. p<is.s as part of [I 

an ideological debate, 

Bur once hack in Tripura. 

Chakrahorty turned . 

inertAsingiy 

Basu personal* 
lie accused (he 


forw 



silence, refusi ng to comioeni on (he chai • 
ges or to be drawn into a s|»cctnciilar 
slanging match. Instead, he deniundiHl 
disciplinary action against Chakraboriy. 
The party asked the Tnpura veteran to 
apologise, bui he wouldn'i recant. 

And fto the axe fell: ('hukrubony, u 
nonagenarian and an unwavering Stalin¬ 
ist for 60 years, wav ex|)clled for b^‘ach 
or'disci|dinc. 

Couped up in his room at the MLAs* 
hostel in AgoitaJa Chakrahorty is. 
however, unrcpemani. Respected for his 
Immense organisational skills. 
- an unblemished personal 

***■ record and anal ntostasce- 

lie lifestyle, Chakrubony 
is dreaming of unleash¬ 
ing a new movcincni to 
esiuhllfili pioleiahan rule. 

And in this, Basu 
remains his enerny No. I. 
Chokrabnety has branded 
him as the "lountain of all 
cofTuplions'' who has “cri¬ 
minalised (be eniirv puny 
10 remain in p<iwer". He 
ha.s accused Basu of 
using his office to help 
his son Cbandan accumu¬ 
late crorcs of rupees. 

Chukrahofty has also 
alleged that the CHI<M) 
rigged cleciion.s to cume 
to power and that it has 
adopted a policy of class 
adluburation by abando- 
\ ning class struggle. 

He says that Basu's 
refusal to acknowledge 
^ the presence of u rural pro¬ 

letariat. Other Backward 
Classes, iribal compact 
r areas and minorities has 

\ led to the party's alicrui- 

tion in West Bengal. The 
peopleof the state, he allc- 


4 * 


So Ciir. ,|>()ti Itiisii luis hfi'ii (liscliiinl'iil and <lisinissi%i‘. Hul Ihci'c iiiT 
iiKiicsitious dial Itc is i)ol taking Nri|Hn ('hakral>ort.\ li^'hll.v 


59 













gcs, have l<>Ni iheir rights to life urtd 
judicial review. 

What’s more. Chukrabori) says that 
by inviiing foreign capiiul "unscrupu' 
lousiy". Easu and his govcnmicni have 
Jettisoned the party prjtgramiTW. He 
feels that hy finalising ihc ik*w 
industrial p^dicy before 
the nuiiier ctnild be th<v 
roughly discussed. Basu 
has actual! y he Iped i tuple* 
ment the policies the 
Nanisimha Rao guvem* 
nten(ailheCcnta\ 

His fight uguinsi Basu 
is ideological. ChaVrubor* 
ly mainiuins and claims 
tliat his pnuesiaiKvis «« Jyotil 

since the CPJtMfs Jalan* tnbal doi 

dhur coogiess in iV7H districts 

have gone unhccilcJ. cofKentr 

"There is no inner*party “ 

dcinucruey,'" be said afuV •* The C 

his expalsioti. believe ft 


rvvoh i s dircciW li nlcd wi th Ihc their pri ncipled stand lil 1 death, 
fact that he has no posi tion in the govern* 

n)cnt now. He was a dedicated man. an Ajoy Biswas, a former MP expelled 
CKomple to MUns. Bui mrw he is ailing from the party in i091, is also critical. 


and has jotned ftirees with known 
connnunisi'Kiiicrs.** says Surjeet. Many 
comrades, he thinks, cannul maiiiiain 


T fiC Congress in West 
Bengal and even ordi* 
nary people have often 
raised these very points. 
But the perception in poll- 
•tieui circles is that Chak* 
raKuiy's challenge will 
fi/£lc out, as he hasn't 
suhstantiated his charge 
of personal aggrandise* 
rrKni levelled at Basu 
Besides, only a few 
CPK M) leaders are prepa¬ 
red to (cam up with him 
and split the party verti* 
cally. 1hc rcastm, say 
observers, is (‘hakra* 
bony’s auihorimriuii 
style offunctuMiing. 

Tripura chief minister 
and cenirul committee 
member Dusharath Deb 
has branded him "authori* 
larian and power- 
hungry". Deb. Chakra- 
borty's comradc*in*amts 
since 1950. has accused 
him of always imp(>sjng 
his wish on others. 'If it 
wus not complied with." 
avers Deb. "'he would 
lake action ugainsi those 

persons,'" 

Deb's ubscrvalion is in 
keeping with (hat of Har- 
kishcA Singh Surjcei. the 
CPT(M) general sccrcia* 
ry, "His (Chaknihi^y's> 
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*< Jyoti 8asu‘$ government has said that there Is no such 
tribal dominated area m West Bengal where an autonomous 
district cotincti can be formed. Does the CM know that there ts a 
corKenfration of 30 lakh iribals in Midnapore district alone? 


•• The CM and the CPI(M} state committee m West Bengal do not 
believe ftiat there's need for demarcation of me peasantry among 
rich, middle, poor and landless segments. They have negated the 
histohcai significance of the struggle for land redistribubon and 
refused to build a separate organisation for the rural proletariat. 






LI_ . __1 

ayell tai vftli Ch ane w {left): the right cemKlIoni 

Basu and his comrades had never supported the demand for 
Gorkhaland fn Darjeeling distnet. This errorin policy resulted In 
the strer^ening of separatists under Ghisingh’s leadership and 
totally aliertated the Gorkhas from the party. 

>t Comrade Jyoti Basu and Ns regime have adopted the path of 
class collaboration and are stridency abusing those who taHt 
about class struggle. Doesn’t Basu know that tus recent 
utterances are absolutely contrary to the existing party 
programme? 

Even a ch lid m West 6an^ knows who made Chandan Basu a 
big industrialist and helped him get a high berth in Indian Airlines. 
Why doesnt the CM never go abroad without his son in tow. Who 
introduces Chandan to the NFil capitalists? 


Biswas was shown the dour, much again¬ 
st ihe wi shes of ihe purty central ci im mi I - 
tec. bucuuMf of his dilTerunces with 
Chakniboriy. “SoChakru- 
borty is the product of 
that CPKM) which has 
prodiK'cd Busu. Kc 
always concentrated 
power in his himd." 

In fjcl. the party ceri* 
ir*d committee never 
Hf^nivcd of the auiliorila* 
rian manner in which 
'Jfi C'hukrahorty. us ilic tlu’ii 

I9US N.*ad ol the Tiipurii stale 

leretsa unit, hml violated amirnl 

ne? eomimicc Jirvetive to 

purge his detractors. 

gal do not “i fv has a dual iouigc." 

y among Uisw,iv "Ju the ixii- 

^tedthe ly. he is the dicluior and 

3on and amtHtg the masses he is u 

lelariat. dedii’ated soldier, lionesl 

I person iiiul clmrispiialic 

1 leoiJci.'' And Uiswj^ 

wouldn't rule out ('hakr.i* 
bully's |KKenii;d ulioge- 
Iher. lio>M*\er. iruieh 
A wou I d dc ps'i id on lUs heui - 

^ lb and fulure moves. 

Biswas feels Chukiahor* 
. ly may get ihe suppim m\ 

• sonu.’ second-rung 

leaders and Ihc musses. 


euDwhilc. the 
CPU Ml IcMdcrship 
in Wcsi Bengal, has 
remained uiiruBled des¬ 
pite confusion among iis 
ranks. The |>afty has rea¬ 
sons tor worry. ITk* 
CPI(M) has Its major 
suppoit-huse among the 
large Bengali population 
in Tripura, and Chakra- 
bony. himself u Bengali, 
is respected not only by 
ihc Bengalis m Tripura 
but also by tht»se in West 
Bengal. iIk CPI(M/> 
most treasured terriiory. 

The charges against 
Basu, coming from a 
leader of Chakmbsirty’s 
siaiurv. has emboldened 
the Congres-s. It tried to 
embarrass the ruling lA'fl 


I'nmt govcmmeoi 
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poiincs 


ihe )«iate Assembly by demand¬ 
ing a sUicmen; in (he House on the 
allegacions. 

The Congress Cried (o rii^ the is«ue 
in a somewhat convoluted way by mov¬ 
ing a breach of privilege motion against 
Chaknibony on (he ground that he had 
insulted the chief minister the leader of 
(he House. The Speaker, however, disal* 
lowed the moiion. 

Finding its parliamen¬ 
tary munuoeuvre frustni' 
tedi the Mute Congrevs is 
now planning to 
approach Governor K.V, 

RaghuiiJth Reddy for his 
permission to sue the 
chief minister on the 
basis of Chakrabony's 
charges. 

U\ Ibis, (hey have 
reportedly been encoura¬ 
ged by Junuia Party presi* 
dcfli Subrumantam 
Swamy. who has obtain¬ 
ed u similar permission to 
(tic a case against Tamil 
Nadu chief minister }. 

Juyalulitha. It would be 
interesting to watch hirw 
Keddy. said to be on 
friendly lermswiihChak* 
mborty. reacts if the Con¬ 
gress docs come up with 
the request. 

Youth Congress leader 
Mainata Banerjee has res¬ 
ponded to (he Chakrabor- 
iy epi sode in her characie - 
risiic fashion. She Hew to 
Aganab and met the vete¬ 
ran Marxist. On her 
return, she infonned 
reporten that Chakraborty had 
"enc(»u raged ’ her to keep fighting again¬ 
st (he [ji ft From * s "coiruption and mi sru- 
le'\ which, incidentally, ore her pet slo¬ 
gans, too. 

As for the state CPllM), it has resolv¬ 
ed (here is no need to reply to Chakra- 
bony* s charges, as they were 'too 
vague'' and "slanderous in nature'. Sail- 
en Oasgupla, .sute pany secreury, (old 
newsmen that his un i i accepted the Polit¬ 
buro' s stand on the issue. And there was 
no opposition to the official resolution at 
the i»ecrelariat meeting. 

However, at least one pruninent 
CPI<M) leader, Biplab Dasgupu. a 
Rajya Sabha MP. remarked that if Chak- 
rahony could ciie ’specific InMances”, 
he was ready to probe them. This state- 
incni caused considerable emhafrass- 


ment (o his comrades. 

O n (be other hand, several expelled 
rebel Marxists ia West Bengd, are 
feeling inspired by Chakrabuny’s 
move. Some of them have already h^n 
u> Aganola and held discussions with 
Chakrahony and more are expected to 
follow suit. Chakrahony has reponedly 


advised them to "do something logc- 
ther*. But (hat is still a far cry. consider¬ 
ing the differences within ttK dissident 
camp. 

And although &a.su has so far been dis- 
doinful and dismissive, there are indica¬ 
tions that he is not uKmg Chakrahony 
lightly. Basu will be leaving for the UK 
and USA this monih and. fut a change. 
Chandan Basu will not be accompany¬ 
ing him. Earlier, he had been a perman¬ 


ent ntember of his entourage. 

More significuni is that the stale infor¬ 
mation minisier, Buddhudov Bhaiiochu- 
rya, will he going with him. it may be 
recalled that Bhaiiucharya hail created u 
stir in (he state CPl(M) by suddenly 
a^ig^i(lg trum the govcmincni in 19^3 
following dilTcreiKX’s with Basil. 

Poliiical observers in ihe state inier* 


pret Bhaiiachaiya's inclusion in Ihe 
team accompanying Basu abroad as a 
atiempi on (he part of the chief minister 
to cement bts ties with his critical and 
estranged colleague. 

With Nripen Chakrahony at his belli¬ 
gerent best, Basu is cenainly not taking 
chances, • 

nipCoMir* ffaj'i) hnwdhnff/Wnir MM 



Jyoti Basu, the party^s most influential leader today, was 
furious at Che allegations. But he maintained a dignified 
silence, refusing to comment on the chaises or to be 
drawn into a slanging match 
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SPITTING 




WilhTasUma Nasreen safe in Europe. Bangladeshi zealots 

lookfornew targets 


W hile ibc .''2-yvitf-aW 

feminiNi whUT Tavh* 
inu Navreen. is current* 
ky shut I ling heiv^cvn 
ihc Scandinavian 
count lies und ihc Kurops*an stales are 
dmmiiiing up support hir her crusade 
ugainsi Mamie funUiiim'nialism in 
Bangladesh, religious /caiois in Ikiat 
country arc training their guns on new 
targets. Among Them art the cclebrats*d 
Rcrtgali poet. Skutmsur Rahman, a 
wornan lawmaker of the ruling 
Bung lade sh Nuiionalist Puny, h'arula 
Rahman, and memhers ofueiaus party. 
While a scheduled public reception 
rt>r Shainsur Rahman was put i>lC tins 
month in view of widespread violence in 
the northern tow n of S y l?K*l vi% st mw fana* 
ties threatened to kill him. Tarida Rah¬ 
man i ncti rred t he w rath ol the fu mbinen* 
tali sis when she openly ejiiip^iigneJ lor 
more share of properly lor women than 
whui has been guaranteed hy the Holy 
Koran. 

And, one liger and two hears were 
burnt to death when (he imam t»l u 
niosi|uc in the souTh*casiem t<iurist town 
of Cox's Bu/ar Jed hundn^Js of /eakits 
to $ei abla/c a circus leni 
hccau.se they fell thai per¬ 
formance by wonwn 
under the big tup ran 
counter to Islamic 
morality. 

Meanwhile, the addi¬ 
tional chief metropolitan 
magistrate ol Dhiika 
cU'fcrrcd for the sisth 
lime I he trial of I'aslima 
Nasreen, who has been 
charged with hbspliemy. 

Although Ihea* is nu blas¬ 
phemy law in 
Bangladesh, the poruil 
code prescribes a two- 
year Jail icrtn for hurling 
religious seniimenK. 

The new dale for the 
trial has been fixed as 17 
May. TaKliiim's lawyer, 
r^tmr Bangladeshi fore- 
igtVjpinistc r Kumal Hus- 

t .'&k... 
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Fiiidimtntalists tfomand la 0 M 
affll-Wasphafny!««: marcMog&tcInnrii 


ShaoMr Rahman: a pott'i pvadlaa M 
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scin. told the court (hat the govern¬ 
ment was yei to sanction ihc trial as 
required under a High Court order, 

AikI now. the rcalois have directed 
their hate campaign towards poet Sham* 
sur Rahnun, who has received several 
humnirs in Bangludcsh as well as in 
India. On 18 AprilJhe auditonum in Syl* 
Itei. where R^man was to be given u 
reception, was burnt diiwrt. Home-made 
explosives were ihown at the rece^Kion 
hall. 

I>ecrying the felicitation ceremony. 
Islamic groups including the Shaha^i 
Saimk Parishud. which had once put a 
price on Tashma's head, observed u 
dawn-to-dusk .strike in the town, border¬ 
ing (he Indian stale of Assam, 

The fundamentalists cited Rahman's 
poem, Janniandhcr Mnut (Like a blind 
since birth), written abuui 35 ycar> ago. 
as the cause for their wrath. However, 
the pod himself said that (he poem was 
so Wildish that he did not inclt»de it in 
any of his 4(1 collections of poems, 

**1 don * (even recognise it as a piece of 
poetry,’' said Rahman, who is the recipi- 


ttmOATMMM-tPMr' 











ent cif tlic pccsii^iou^ An^nd«i Purushkar 
^ivcn by the AMndu Baur Group of 
Publications in Ciilculiu 
Rtthman. who wus awurdeil an hono¬ 
rary DI.U, degree by the Jadavpur 
University, Culcuim, lubt year, describ¬ 
ed the utiaek us a deliberate allcmpt by 
funduinenialisls to wipe out irlellec* 
luuls and writers from 


azMR (call for prayer) as flJIunrrg ^ 

Bui he could surmise the cause of 
anger of the Islamic fundamenulists, 
whom he terrrted as "inii^Uberaiion for¬ 
ces oui lo dcMroy Bengali litcraiure''. 
*rm a member a cimniittec which 
has been sci up to invcsligate into the cri¬ 
mes of local collaborauirs of Pakisuini 
Army, and a]si> of ihe people's ent^uir) 
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Haiigladcsh, just as llJC ■fTTThrTlir 
Pakistani onliiury junta 
had done during (lie 1971 ^Byj|jU|J^ 
war of I ihcrat ir>n. 

The pivl suid his only 
criiiH? was that he Wiis a 
free thinker, wlio defend* 
cd Taslima Nusrcen as he 
believed lhai a wnier's 
pen must not be silenced. 

"A writer gets his \yr her 
punishment when the 
reader rejects hi.s or her EriMiiHra 
work, ” he remarked. HHBBMR 

However, he said, "I 
have never critici&ed the 
religious helicfs nor did 
1 ever lash out at those who trade 
in religion ‘ Aiusmling to him. religion 
is for the follower in adhere lo. Kabman 
said be had even likened in a poem the 
saiK'iiiy of a nation's frccdtnn lo that of 
Juvtmmauz <n piece of sucred cloth on 
which a Muslim pi ays five limes a day). 

Rahman, who lus also penned two 
novels, said: "Eiven in my novel 
Oiivffus. \ have rclerrcd to the music of 


conunission on the 1971 
genocide.” he »ddcd. 


C^egum Farida Rah- 

^ ^vman. t<iu, has ckK 
been spared by the funda¬ 
mentalists. Her crime: 
she wanted women to 
have a little more shore of 
propcity than what has 
been sanctioned in the 
Koran. She raised this 
demand while speaking 
at a seminar on K March, 
Intemaikmal Women’s 
Day. at the National 
HHHHi Ptvs.sCIi^ in Dhaka. 

Farida, twice elected to the 

Bangladesh Parliament, told Sut^day 

that she has. for valid reasons, called for 
updating Islamic principle.s and laws, as 
the Koran was sent to earth by GivJ 
about 1.400 years ago. 

Times have changed and the situa¬ 
tion has worsened, contrary to the socie¬ 
ty that the Koran had envisaged,' she 
observed Even in the Holy Koran, it 


Farida. 


was decreed that women must be respec¬ 
ted and given their dues so that they do 
not suffer, she added. 

The ruling pany MP referred to her 
notice submitted in Parliament seeking 
mandatoiy claim of Hindu women on 
parental property. Tm stirry lhal none 
helped me in having the notice see the 
light of day in Parliament. Even my pai- 
ly colleagues did not sup> 
port me." she regretted 
An MP from the south- 
western Suikhira district, 
Farida, was dismayed 
W ^PB9 when 0 Hindu y<Hiih 

her home town threw his 
nsoihcr and sister oui into 
I the streets after his 
Cff M father's death, saying 
lhal they had no rights to 
his property. 

fbKi; j close aide of 
Hangiade^h's first Presi- 
dent Sheikh Mujibur Rah- 
man. Farida said that her 
amending the 
Muslim Family Law 
Ordinance iif l%0 had 
been defemHJ by Parliu- 
mein times. The Hill 
nH'rcly sought lhal 

Muslims wishing to 

^ marry m<ia’ than once 
should gel a statutory per¬ 
mission from an assistant 
judge. Fandu has also 
heen vocal in the present Puriiatnem 
against I at was (religious decrees) which 
caused women to suffer. 


T Ik' luiesi victims of the funduittcn* 
lahsis' anger were a prized Roya 


Bengal Tiger. iwt» bears and three spotl 
ed deer belonging to a c i rc u s parly m the 
pic\ures<)iH: coastal rcHift of Cox'? 
Bazar The Muslim fundamentaltsts, kc 
by the imam of a kxa) mosque, went oi 
the rampage and set fire to the circu: 
tent, killing m dozen animals. 

The fanatics had objected to u car 
efrec dance number by a female perfor 
mer. About 4() artistes, mostly women 
r^eived bum injuries. 

Talking to Sunday, an official of Ihi 
home ministry said that The govcmmcn 
would lake action against ”traders o 
religion''. 

But brazen attacks on irttclleciual 
and writers will continue unabated i 
(here is no strict law against the zealots 
said Faiz Ahmed, u noted poet and < 
close friend of Shamsur Rahman. • 





SCENE 




ach ^umtncr (and now with 
ih« lerriHc off*^as<in 
counts aln»usi (hroughoui 
the year), lounsts frvni cities 
head for the hills. Even as 
they try to Hec the madding crowd back 
home, they destroy ihe very peace and 
quiet they seek as they go around scatleri - 
ing litter as lightly us they shed work- 
a-day worries. 

Teirupucks IhMi in dappled lake 
waters and lush foliage c:m*( cover up 
the mou nl i ng rnou nds u f {^ast ic Careless 
sly dropped matches set off ffres which 
burn entire forests down. And what's 
more, local residents are squeezed out 4if 
their charming little dwellings so that 
they may be ruzed to the growth to make 
way for IkucIs whose heights seem to 
compvie w il h the hi uc peak s. There is lit • 
tie {ix locals can do, especially as many 
of them are dependent on free*spcnding 
tourists. 

This downward slide of unce^prisline 
hill stations is comm<K) enough but 
Kodaikamil. which nestles 7.000 feci 
above sea-level in Tamil Nadu, is differ¬ 
ent as its vigilant citizens a/e deiermincd 
to fight senseless commercial exploili* 
t ion 0 f the ir low n. 1 1 i s csiimaied that tou* 
risi traffic has grown by about 25 pa 
cent la.si year alone. The innumerable 
lodges and hotels that have sprung up to 
match the tourists' demand are a heavy 
burden on the hill town's delicare envi¬ 
ronment. and conservationists have in 
recent years begun actively campaign¬ 
ing to prevent further depletkm of the 
town's ecology and resources. 

The conservationists are not only crea¬ 
ting civic awareness among local resi¬ 
dents and tourists, but have not baulked 
at legal battles to preserve the town. 

O ddly enough. KodaikanaJ has excit¬ 
ed this protective fervour most in 
peqtle who have adopted it as their 
home not so long ago. Amcmg them are 
writers like Zai Whitaker, who teaches 
at the Ktxlaikanal International School 
and in her book HiHs In THf Clouds 
appeals to tourists to Take only pictu¬ 
res. leave only foott^nts." Among 
Kodai's newer citizens are Israel Bboo- 
shi and Vijay Kumar, both of whom 
chucked up lucrative careers in five-sttf 
hotels to live life mountain-size. 

Vijay makes his living as a guide, tak- 


THE ClEANING 
OF KODI 


The people of Kodaikanul are fighting the 
depredations of tourists on this once lovely 
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■KEEP KODAIKANAL CLEAN, STAY AWAY/' READS ONE OF THE 

CONSERVATIONIST SLOGANS IN TOWN 












ing lOitriMs on nature walks and treks. 
"If you warn i<> experience, leave the 
town und walk in tl>e forest to renew 
yourncquainiance with nuture," be says. 
But Vijay complains that Kodaikanal 
Itas lost die peace and ironquiliiy he 
found when he first visiieil it Mnne eight 
years hack. 

BhiKishi. who in fuel, induced Vijuy 
to join him, is ;i viK*al iiKinber (»f the 
Paluni Hills Conservation Council 
< PHCC>. (Cver as he churns out the most ^ 
delicious vcgeturiHii food farm u 
I.S()-ycur*olil cast•!am stove, he paints 
the wjlis ol his quaint Manna Bakery 
with Ntaniiiig slogans "Keep Kodaik't 
nal cl cun. Muy away " He rails against 
uiurisis who arc wreak mg luivoc in the 
town and diligenily maintains a 
record ol'ull ikIs of outra* 
gc against nature. 

I’hc conservationists 
have succccds*d in lituch* 
ing die right chord. Says 
TyTiinc Rosair, the graci* 
ous general manager of 
the C'arlum Hotel, "Our 
lioiel overlooked the 
Kodaiknnal lake and >o 
we are subjected to string¬ 
ent moil I III) cheeks by 
the pollution eiHUrol 
auih*>riii«s. We have 
installed an el Uuent ireut* 
mem plant and we use the 
puhlkd water iti the gar¬ 
dens. We also have u 
stand-by plHiii". Hotels 
like llw Carlton have IlMWOOtfti 
realised that it makes ' 
sound business sense to c««npJ> 
with regulations which aim to pivservc 
Kodaikaiiul as uchurming resort. 

But not all developers exhibit such 
concern and it has affeeted life here, ^or 
one couple. the C'. R. R aos, who luive 
lived abriKid most of (heir lives, the only 
plucc in the country (hat attracted them 
was KoduikanaJ where Ibeir children 
used to study at the Intern utional SchcHd. 
So when they retired some years ago. the 
Roes set up in this hill town. But in just a 
few years, they feel, the town has chang¬ 
ed completely — it is no longer a peace¬ 
ful haven hue u.s cummcrcial os any other 

uihan selilcmcm. 

B ut conservationists arc ileicrmincd 
to stem tlw rot hefoa* it aBccts the 
roots and their efforts have just received 
a much*needed boost with the Madras 
High Cotirl paitsing sihcturcs against 
chid* minister J. Jayululiihti and local 









Hm wootft cr* tov^fy: rMly thorn that wfty 


administratiiin minister T. M. Selvaga* 
napulhy far allowing the Hleasaiit Slay 
Hotel i<» gnissly vudoic building 
by-laws. 

This Judgemerii is n shot in the arm ti> 
Ihc hill slat ions eimservalionisis w ho an.' 
dciemiined to save Ktxlaikanal from 
going downhill likcfXny (a mow popu¬ 
lar ressifl because of its easy occessibi- 
Nty) which has allowed itself to be over¬ 
run wiih hotels and commercial build¬ 
ings of all shi^s and sizes. 

Oddly enough, it wa.s Jayalaliiha her¬ 
self who heard the residenis* complaints 
aiicMiively a few years ugu wh^ she 
vacationed in Kodaikanal. And gave 
dircciioTK fvir drawing up a contpcehai* 
sive master plan for dW lown which 
spelt out in greai detail what kind ol 
buildings could come up. 

But soon emnjgh. ihc I atesi commercl • 
al addilkm. Ihc l^asani .Slay Hotel, was 
allowed to Rout the building hy-luNsv. 


The hotel hud originally in April IW| 
appl iod lu the Kodmkunul t o w 11 sh ip coin- 
miltee lor pcnnissicvn to eoiisiniei a 
griHJnd and first l1<Ktrs und the pl;m was 
aeciirdingly sanciumed Bui the hotel 
applied again with a leviscd plan to 
build five floors in ihe bascmciii m addi 

4 

lion li> the sanctioned groiiiul and fiist j 
floor. Though the reviscnl pnlpl>^al vsus 
rejected by ihe township cximmiiuv, the 
hotel went ahead with the eon si ruction 

live PHC\‘ then took the issue t*' 
court and the biuersdires iors were orde- 
ivd not to violate live sunetit'med plan. 
But the illegal construction continued 
and the d irectors were he Id gu i Uy of eon • i 
tempt of court and fined. 

Then the Tamil Nadu goverumcni 
relaxed the building rules, p«issing 
tw(i orders to gram exeim 
piion to the hotel lor 
building five fl^xirs in the 
basement. The hotel was 
also exempted I n an 
installing the nuiidaiory 
11 re* fight ing devices uiiJ 
it pnveeded with tlicctm- 
St rue'ion without enei. 
roninenial elcurnnee 
front the Ihtion 
govern iiienl. 

PHCC president Nav- 
ro/ Mody fought this 
action in a prolonged 
legal battle which ended 
on April 10 with the High 
Couil not only ordering 
the demolition ol the 
uttiaiwuy extra flmirs. but cutting 
off power iind w u ter supp¬ 
ly and disallowing occu|XifKy until 
necessary envimiintcnial clearance was 
obtained. In a sUiingly-wordcd Girder, 
the c\>un expressed surprise that the 
chief minister had signed, without enter¬ 
ing any remark. Ihc file forwarded by 
Selvuganapulhy favouring the h<Kcl. 

Ilie coun ruled that the goventmciit 
oftler bending Ailes to oblige «bc hotel 
was illegal and invalid and iKitcd that the 
: government acted against public mieresi 
I and in utter disregard of the main object 
ol die Tamil Nadu District Municipal 
Act to preserve the pristine purity of hill 
staiKWs and maintain the ecological 
balarwc 

A judgement which has been a power- 
ful morale-booster for KenJa ikanal' s ga* • 
eft brigade and a filling tribute to the 
'Forest at the End*, as the town is 
known, in its scitquiecniennial year. • 
M murnym Mttdoncs/ 
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Flashy, flashy nights 

Mahurats launch more than mere films these days 



Bombay niuvic moghuls are connecied. 
Those l^rmhouse panic!> ast more in (he 
padem of old-fashioned fihii nuthufW.K 
and as talked about os Sushmita Sen's 
visit 10 an even more remote disco 
where, furthe first time in living history. 
Delhi's affluent girls actually wore 
(h(nc metal breastplate dresses which 
wc normally only sec on DD and ?.ec in 
fashion shows mcani mainly for NRIs In 
SnuiMI. 

And rnm 1 have received a lilac colou¬ 
red tnviiaiion to the nci^i launcher bash 
which has the actual leiicring in an even 
more pule lilac. A voung colleague rung 


In the mad old 
days, one used (o 
wonder at film 
rmihuraii and star¬ 
ry panics where 
those who had win¬ 
ed not wisely but 
too well had to be 
carried out by 
extras. But times 
have changed. As for as the capi tal is con¬ 
cerned. every day there is either a chan* 
rHfl launch or a senal launch or a veejay 
launch, usually at a five-star hotel in 
some remote area. The more remote (he 
better. 

And the only thing 
which makes these laun¬ 
ches dlfteretu front flvc- 
Hiur Punjabi weddings is 
thui (here is no Bhangra 
at (he giitc But there is a 
proper butui in black tics 
not playing the hits fnmi 
Bombay ns (hey would 
clearly love to. but anci¬ 
ent rumbas and Night 
Anti l)u\. Afterwords, 
there cun even be dart- 
cing. Not Bhang fits but 
Punjabi break dance 
which uhoiil breaks you. 

At (he most recent 
such liiurK'h lost week, for 
a channel which actually 
could nut be launched 
because there was no 
channel ova j I able, the 
whole wall was lined 
with multiple scenes 


view of theclosed-eircuil news bulletin, 
done With great bravura, except that 
most found iheir views blocked by 
obese matrons in mock diarmmds. 

Bui a good I i me was surely hod by all. 
Except l^t one of the children present, 
who wa$: but second cousin to the child 
who said kmg ago. "But the emperor has 
no elotbex'*, asked in an inconveniently 
loud voice. "Mummyji. on whicli 
channel-thdMrf shall we sec (his*^ 
"Shush' said Mummyji. "and drink up 
your Coke like agiKid beta.' 

But if (his five-star no-launch was 
opulent Punjabi shadi style, the launch 


FtSlllrttkR if jfOTB: now they’re tor new channels, new serials, new veejays... 


showing 

mostly Khushwant Singh, (he rest were 
eilher unrecognisable or unknown. 
They monotonously flashed away for 
ihe ilirce hours. I stood it. that is, until 
ihc new^ in closed circuit came on. 
Before that, wine, Scotch and the rest 
flowed in rivers. The cals were in (he 
best Punjabi wedding tradition and there 
was dinner to follow. Ii was a casi of 
thousands, from ihe Resident Maharani 
to your friendly neighbourhood channel 
operator's wil^ who quaffed away M 
hccr-shttr and constantly blocked ihe 


of a star couple at oiHKher nearer five- 
star hiHcl was kepi a strangely-guarded 
secrtl. "Surprise, surprise," said the invi¬ 
tation. "guess who'scorning to dinner’" 
Well, u was a bti much. And youi 
columnist, like uchcr busy tiicdja pri¬ 
sons. gave it a miss, A pity, because I am 
a very good friend of the husband the 
star. who. in ibe event turned out to be a 
nun-star, alihoitgh she w'as certainty 
launched with gasir* And. as everybody 
said, it was at least a more convenicnl 
venue ibun the faraway farmhouses 
whK'h launch serials with w'hich the 


me up some moments ago u> ask franti¬ 
cally. "Can you reud the invitation? 1 
can't." I wusTcleived tiitmd that mv eye¬ 
sight isn't fading. So 1 shall end by quot¬ 
ing a young ckKumeniary filmmaker 
who wuK present at the hash of bashes to 
end all launches. 

"Madam." he said, ''if they hod given 
me Ihe money spent on this party 1 could 
have made two pilots for (wo serials and 
probably got a slot on the Metro Chan¬ 
nel. And Ihcsc people have not even got 
a chunner 

Hcccnainly hadapoini. • 
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'A spue of flops 
ait enough to 
a beroi* 
tbou^tt 
iolo diitc* 
tkAS other 
than acting. But while other 
leading ladies sun thinking 
about sealing down with the 
right man and having a baby 
or two, Pooja Bhan has deci¬ 
ded to uim producer. She 
will be making her debut in 
(his new field with the tele* 
serial, famawin. which will 
be made by (what else?) 
Pooja Productions. 

Bui clearly, the more 
things change the more they 
remain the wne. Tamanna 
will he directed by none 
other ihsA papa Mohesh 
Bhuit. who has h^en respuns* 
ible for most of the box- 
office turkeys starring hh 
darlitJg daughter. 

Isn't it uhiHJi time the 
Hhatt babe e^nerged from 
her proud daddy's shadow** 




Ah. 










cr love life 

B may be at a 
tcir^Kvary 
> sland.suU. 
what with 
Chunky refus¬ 
ing to propose marriage, but 
Anu Kunoor's career 


is looking tip. The lissome 
model has been chosen to 
host one of the MTV Asm 
shows, winning over sever^ 
other hm-hui competitors. 

Now that Anu is the more 
.successful of the two uf 
them, will Chunky stop tak¬ 
ing her for granted and make 
a commitment to her some 
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krrid'* After all. the flat they 
apparently iiuend to occupy 
alter their wedding, has hcim 
ready for cpiilc some time. 

It ». of course, another 
matter that industry gossip 
has 1 1 that Pandey and bis girl • 
friend of sevei^ yearv are 
already living together — 
even if it is without die bene- 
fit of social sanction. 


ife ha.sn’t 
come in a 
complete 
sundsiiN for 
Sanjay Dun 
(ih^ God!) 
even though as of this writ¬ 
ing he b 9ill languishing in 
jail. Bui as far as matters of 
the heart go. he is making 
some progress. 

Close friouls of Dull 
reveal ilui he has decided to 
get married lo girlfriend 
Rhea once he is released 
from prbno aid KK divorce 
fnm first wife Richa Shar- 
mi co mes through. 

If the wedding docs in fact 
take place, it will he a match 
made m heaven. After all. 





I 


ti case you've 
beat w^onder- 
jng what hap¬ 
pened to 
Kama! SkBiu. 
the attractive 
co-host uf that STAR Ptiis 
show. M TV Pirfurp. ihe 
answer Iu» in the Rajasthani 
desert, where the sultry beau¬ 
ty has been shooting with 
Jackie Shroff. The movie in 
questioo is titled Anr Ya 
Poor, and will probably be 
Kamal's maiden release. 

But wait a minute! Wasn't 
the sexy Sidhu supposed to 
he taking HollywiKid by ^ 
storm? What is she doi ng mn • 
(ling aniund trees in a Bully- 
wood tmijcct. instead? 

Or IS It that Kama!, like 
the unfortunate Kabul Roy. 
shut her mouth off too soon 
and will now be having tu 
repent on the sets of one 
liindi movie or another? 


there aren't many women 
who wi Mjlil si ick hy their boy - 
Iriends in these cin:unrsun- 


ctis. And Sanjay krums that 


\'c 




all too wdl, as do wc; Madhu¬ 
ri DixiCs unceremonious 
ditching of the deadly Duu 
hasn't yet faded fn>m uur 
memorks. • 
















When Ashok Joshi takes 
hb priestly presence 
round to tile weddings or 
funerab over which he 
presides, he zooms off on 
a Yamaha RX100 


Today’s Brahmin priests have a brand-new 

image to sport 


T hiny-yctf-old Ashok Joshi a 
Hindu phesi. but y<iu wouldn’t 
know it from juU l«xd(ing « 
him. He may spun one badge 
of hi% tribe - - the (ilak bui 
he Mherwiw dit&wK like counileu 
young men in a crowd his age: trt 
(ruuwn> and a ralhcr fancily cmbnHder- 
ed shin, and he lugs around an executive* 
type hricfcasc on his professional 
rounds. He also rides a Yamaha RX 100. 

A pandit in pants? A Brahmin with a 
briefcase? A priest on a mobike? What 
happened to the old*moukl, round* 
bellied, bare<he&lBd. shaven headed, 
mus I in- wrapped prototype? 

Apparently, the bust* 
ness conducting some 
of the workl's oldest reli¬ 
gious ritea does not 
enjoin any ancicnl code 
— in dress or otherwise 
— on its modem-day 
practitioners. 

Ashok Joshi was edu¬ 
cated till the Hi^KT 
Secoodaiy — til I he deci* 
ded 10 sti^y to be a pan* 

(lit. The decision was 
only in (he line of things. 

Joshi’s family has follow¬ 
ed that profession as far 
back as (heir history goes. 

His elder brother may 
have opted for work in a 
hank in Bombay, but 
Ashok decided to stick 
with tradiiicm, |1 is not a choice he 
regrets having nude, though he wishes 
people accorded the profesKion more rxrv- 
pect thcM: days. 

Both the dress and atiiiudc i>f 
rrKxicm-day pandits such a.s Ashok 
Joshi differ from those of their fortfa* 
ihcrs. "We may not have degrtvs under 
the modem cducaion system,* conec* 
des Vishwanuth Joshi. antHhcr new-age 
pric'^I. *bui our understanding of eve* 
rythirtg Is from books, newspapers and 
tclcvismo''. 


Even STAR lekvision? Certainly. 
Vishwanaih assvrc% you. *1 have never 
stopped artyone from waiching a particu¬ 
lar TV programme —I see item all 
myself, including the Miss India, 
Wortd and Uni verse coritests.* 

"Not,' he adds hastily, lesi h;*: (jsic in 
viewership sound Uto worldly, 'that 
(tese ccMests mean anything, but I try tu 
keep an open mind on all ihings arour^'. 

He maintains that he has a healthy, 
brave-new-world approach to things, 
never giving in to bli/^ faith and always 
insisting on logical explanations for ihe 
way ihings are. 

Bu( while the open-minded Vishwa- 
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TRSNOS 


cwh sdM ftdhcits (o the mdiikmaJ 
fSKMi-amj-sacrcd-ttveaKl gct-up. (he 
younger gcncraiton of pamfiis prefers 
Inxjsert. shiru md even nany safan 

Mills. 


^^ait of the reason for the change in 
sanoriaJ thinkinc n that it can he a 


m sanoriaJ thinking ix that it can he a 
practical guard against suues while mov¬ 
ing anjund the dty. but uime of the 
eMen feci that wearing anything other 
than a dhoti gt«s gainst ihc code of 
dress required for a man of religious 
persuasion 


ttn^hi. "Not ths I have vything again' 
fi these people. At least, they have ml 
forgodco the profession of iheir 
an ce stors.* 

Not all fed like that. Vishwaoaih 
Joshi says, *By having two professwm. 
one mi^ not be able lo give of one's 
bcal lo both. The part*iiiners should 
keep away from their 'hobby* since they 
arc not always doing it for tiK love of it 
bui for what they can earn from it. When 
one goes eomi^ely into a particular 
profexsHin. me diould give it one's hcsi, 
rather than be pulled two way\.’ 


Ranganath Shasiri (.Si) takes an 
indulgent view of rceent changes in the 
1 mage of a pandit. Putting do w n the cord¬ 
less tclcph^ i mo which he has been di s* 
cussing the arrangements fur a wedding 
ai which he is to officiate, he says. The 
younger generation should keep up with 
Ihc others of their generation. Why Jrc&.s 
up differently? Why be ridiculed hy the 
other people around?" 

Agrees faganitath Hart, a A^*year'<4d 
pandit, 'To keep up with the others, we 
have to drevs and live like them. By 
being differem. we will only be distanc* 
mg ourxeivcs Arthur fnim the people * 

The dress kiuc has changul. and so 
has the way the new breed looks at itself. 
The stereotype of the paunchy, half- 
naked, holy luck-spotling master of end* 
le Si ccrcmon ies has been replaced hy the 
new pandits: men who arc wordly-wisc. 
dress<onscious and — mure often than 
not into fi tncss classes and yoga. 


Alas. Hlimg with die new look rii the 
clas.s of pandits has also crept in an cic- 
meni of matcriahsin. And while castc- 
baiicrs may argue that greed was always 
parcel of the priestly system, okl-limer 
pandits fee I it wasrKtl there in their y< lun¬ 
ger days. 

The ycttiiigcr pandits today arc canny 
enough to specialise mainly in va^niki 
ceremonies (weddings. house* 
warmings, funerals and the like, where 
they siS^ 10 make a pretty sum in the 
form of dakshirujs'in oddilion lo their flat 
fees) rather than those involving the 
da.sha gru/ithi (largely (he reading out of 
religious texts at large ax.semhhes). 

Say& Yanhwant Paradhkar. a 
60*ycar-old panditji. disapprovingly. 
TIksc days, the younger gencratton 
only want money, llicy specialise in the 
yagnik rather than du^ha gmiuhi, There 
are even many Brahmins wcvkirtg at 
other jobs who perform yagntk ceremon¬ 
ies on holidays or Sundays * 

Adding, on second, more generous 


T he pandill have their own profexsto- 
naJ comoeteiwe levels and »ecialisa> 


■ naJ competenee levels and specialisa- 
lions. Most of the pandiu specialise in 
conducting ceremonies with an cquivaJ* 
ent of a diploma. (Set hoc .) The^ ringe 
from yagfiikt . through vetiantiks. M 
dasHa gra/uhis. 

The pandits are in groal demand in the 
city since very few people <fp( fiir the pro* 


The pandits have 
tlwirown 


professional 
quaKfications, 
involviiigtivoto 
14 years of 
shi^, after 
which they can 
becomeyagmk^ 
ndaigHaot 
dasiu granthis 


§ 


fesMorx. So (he days are busy, the schedu¬ 
les light and to dyem cwry niiiwtc of the 

day cuunus. .So it would he a foolish cli- 
cot indeed who wailed till the Usi 
minute toTwvjk* apaftdii fora ceremony 
in Bombay. He would most likely Hnd 
hinvself wiihoui one. 

*nic profession brings them money 
and ensurev for today's pandits a reaso¬ 
nably comfonahlc li vel ihond. They cam 


Of graduates 
and gurus 


Pandits, too, go to school 


T be ^ys of the gmhd are iM ye 
over, even if ttw now come quuibp- 


I over, even if ttvy oow come oipripp- 
ed widt idevttioKi and lelephopee, a^ 
their pupils gel to dear Icnsm by sutaur- 
bm railway and wearing jeana. 

A pandh-to-be Sana his daor m earfy 
m hia Vedk ancestors, ll's up M half- 
pasi-foiff to conduct pt^ arid recite 
skUiiuu before vuorise then begins 
the arduous coowwiing lo his various 
places of wvk. allcoding the various 
fiiea and ceremonies scheduled on his 
ippoomnent calendar. 

But before he can do any of this, he 
bto to get hii 'degree* of practice. 
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abnul as much w. any honk olTkcr or a 
clerk in a muKinatiorui] ^ or more — 
but much as they might be in demand at 
ceremonies, dicy are not considered a 
socially acceptable or even likeable lot. 

*Many people feel we unnoccsMirily 
charge them more for crer services, but 
what (hey don't understand is time is 
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'weniy*fljne*yev old Raghunftth Jof^hi 
if Thane, near Bombay, for instance, 
las regular lessons' from his gum 
agunnath Joshi under whom he ts study- 
ng the Vedas. 

The pandits have their own professio* 
al qualifications. One level, with a 
caching lime of one to two years, learns 
nly how to conduct yagnik mantras, 
lie second specialises in (he (he recita' 
lon of the Vedas, after qualifying for 
fhax corresponds to a hKhelor's 
egrec. They can further specialise in an 
quivaiem of a master's degree or 
^thO'gmnrhr. taking some 12 lo 14 
ears to accompiisli (hat level of 
saming. 

Raghunaih ioshi attends the Brahma 
'mnda Mandal. a pandits' club in Bom- 
ay. The panJitJis have become very pro- 
sssional with ibeir own clubs or man- 
ais which meet every to discuss pro- 
lems or requirements for ceremonies. 
If some ceremonies need a number of 
anditfis, it is decided who will anend to 
le chanting of the sMokas, who to the 
cuial rites, and so on. 

They also have debates and discus- 
ions on the religious texts. 


niooey foe us loo,** says Avina^h Daivc 
(30). ''Wc have to cam a certain amount 
of money in order to save for a rainy day. 
There are many days [n the year wh^ 
we have no rites to conduct since (hey 
are ashubh (urauspkious) days,” Darve 
says he makes concessions for (hose 
who cannot afford his regu I ar fees and is 


in turn grateful to (he more large-hearlcd 
of his patrons. He also coraedes that his 
profes-von has one major advantage; 
"We never retire.” 

But. muses Vishwanath Joshi. 
Though sve earn a good living, when 
we are asked what we do for a living, 
people kiok down upon us. They assume 
that the only people who come into this 
profession are ih^ who cannot manage 
ocher qualifications and arc thus not 
worth bothering about * 

Confirming (he loss of respect for the 
profession. Ranganalh Shutri says. 
Today (he respect of the patrons is limU- 
cd only lu (he ceremony. No one wants 
to get their children married to a pandit. 
Not even to a pandit's daughter or son, 


daughter. But now she is happily 
married," 

Some of the older generation of pan¬ 
dits. while shaking ih^ir heads over the 
respect denied their profession, are 
nevettheless optimistic about the future. 
They are of the opinion that people, see¬ 
ing the prosperity that can come the way 
of (he diligent p^ii. will one day give 
him his due and perhaps even emulate 
him. And after all, (hey reason, Hindu 
rituals being as they are, (he position of 
the pandit in society is safe as long as the 
religion itself is. 

And so, it is nut unusual that (he tribe 
slMKild want to perpetuate itself or that 
younger and younger generations 
should choose to follow in the footsteps 



The pandit's day starts 
early, with morning 
prayers, followed tqr that 
quick dash to the station 
to catch the local train to 
appointments in the rity 


even though the pandit may earn a big 
irtcume. My scat is an engirwer and my 
daughter hii done her graduatiM). but it 
proved very difficult arranging her mar¬ 
riage iince (he people looked at what / 
did rather than (he qualiiies of my 
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of their priestly forefathers. Only the pic¬ 
ture changes, noi (he profes.sian. 
Today's pand * is still putting the lay¬ 
man in touch with God. but his lifestyle 
outside F^fessional hours has altered to 
suit (he limes. 

And though at (he end of (he day it is a 
safari-suited figure that wc sec zooming 
off into the sunset in his car or motorcy¬ 
cle. we are sure to be calling him back 
the next day—or the next — to preside 
over a binh. wedding or funeral in the 
family. And. who knows, perhaps we 
will learn not lo mind when he fetches 
up dressed in jeans or a suit, sporting 
long hair and a pair of Ray-Bans, • 












S£EMA QOSWAMI 


WEST 




IS 


BEST 


3 1 ^ ^ 






That, at least, is the 
motto by which the 
Indian trendy lives— 
and dies 


a ? 
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was Wil(k orce famously 
described America as a 
country that had gone 
from barbarism to dccad* 
cnce without the iniefven* 
ing stage of civiUsalion. He could just as 
well have been talking about the Indian 
Middle Class, which has gone from pro* 
fessing the virtues of social conserva¬ 
tism and economic socialism to swear* 




m. 


Dining out in style: upmarket restaurants are a favourite haunt 


ing by free market and. of cixirse. free 


In the Fifties and Sixt ies»they preferr¬ 
ed to be red than dead, now they’d much 
rather be in bed than red. And a^ for 
death, in the post-AIDS era that* s often a 
direct consequence of jumping into bed 
too often and with the wrong person. 

But while the transformation of Ame¬ 
rican society had nothing to do with inf¬ 
lu cnees from outside the borders of the 
Lfntied States, we in India have got by 
with a little help from our Western 
friends. Just as we once embraced the 
obsolete technology that the West dump¬ 
ed on us and devoured such products 
(banned rrwdicines. tobacco, etc.) which 
(he developed world had no further use 
for. or demand for which had fallen shar¬ 
ply. the Indian Middle Class has adopted 


the lifestyle now dumped by the West 
with an even greater degree of 
enthusiasm. 

These trendies glean their ideas of 
sophistication and glamour from Holly¬ 
wood blodcbusters and trashy airport 
bestsellers written by the tikes of Harold 
Robbins. Jacqueline Susann and Jackie 
Collins. Not realising that true sophisti¬ 
cation lies in manners rather than man* 
ner, they believe that (hey are 'with it* 
only wiKn they have a cigarette dangl¬ 
ing from their lips and a rum and coke in 
their hands. 

All this, while acfnxs the Atlantic, 
you'd be lucky lo find an ofTice that 


allowed smoking on its premises: if 
you’re a nicotine addict, you’d probably 
spend al I your ti me on the Tire escape Ian- 
ding. And rrK«i fashionable folk would 
follow the advice dished out in the heal* 
ih columns of up-market glossies and 
have a drink only on special occasions. 
And then plump for wine — preferably 
red ^ or al a jMnch, cbampagrtc. Other¬ 
wise the choice is limited to mineral 
water sparkling or still, please? us the 
legend goes. 

But unmindful of the changing 
mores, our Cool Indian Yuppie sticks to 
his pre-dinner martini, and considers the 
olive in it to be his green vegeuble of the 














Tlie women hit the discos in their Saturday-night 
best hoping that someone will hit on them. And 
they seldom go back home disappointed 


IS 


day. If pressed, he will confess that he 
believes rocket is some kind of eiotic 
cocktail (Arre ytuir. do you know what 
the recipe Is?), 

T hen, of course, there is — as 
Always—sex. Just os the AIDS score 
is driving every 5&M fantasy out of the 
minds uf the trendies ahrood. their coun* 
tcrparis in Indio are only miw beginning 
10 realise that fornication 
fun. even though they 
would still refuse u> reco¬ 
gnise a condom even if it 
hit (hem on their Calvin 
Klein*chid huUs 
The inotio appears to 
he. Eat, drink an<l he 
merry, for loinomw ytw 
die. In this lhsc. il ituiy 
well he true. 

So, the women, chid in 
skimpy bustiers and mini' 
skins ihai end whea* Ihcir 
underwear begins, hit the 
discos in the hope that 
someone will hit on 
them. And in a world 
where a man is judged 
not Just by the amount of 
money that he niake». they seldom go 
back home di sa^^i n led. 

Thus, we have this bizarre situation In 
which thousjinds of com'fed coeds In 
America ore gathering on iheir cam¬ 
puses in the presence of their priests ancT 
parents to swear that they will abstain 
from casual sex and bring their virginity 
as a wedding giP to (heir spouses, even 
as the I ndian yuppies cm berk on a sexual 
merry-go-round ofepic proportions. 

It IS not my case that the virtues of pn> 
fe.ssional virginity should be upheld or 
even that every Bhuraliya nari (do they 
still exist?) should proceed Intacta to her 
wedding bed. My ot^ecuon to this pro¬ 
miscuity Is that it is not about <Aor<'ebut 
about pressure. 

This is not about going all the way 
because you enjoy the journey or even 
particularly want to get to your dc.silna* 
lion, but bucause you fear being left 
behind. This is about succumbing to pre* 


ssurc to do what your tnends arc doing; 
or. al least, what you think they are 
doing. This is about trying to emulate 
the antics of Mjpcrsiud Warren Beatty 
(circa I97D) even ihou^ of this writing 
he Is revelling in the joys of nK>nogamy 
with beautiful wife Annette Berung. 

This is about conforming to the norm 
because you're afraid of being seen as a 
bit of a nerd. And having a near nervoux 
breakdown if you're still a virgin at 25. 



because you canT figure out whai on 
earth is wrong with you, (Answer: 
i^Khing. You just haven't found the 
ri^t person yet. And (bat bit of psycho¬ 
babble w ill cost you R s 1.500, plca.se I) 
This is no longer about keeping up 
with the Joneses, but keeping up with 
Tom Jones. Or even, perhaps, just keep¬ 
ing ft up. 

B ut why has this lifestyle been adopt- 
ed wiih such alacrity? Why do these 
men think that it is neat lo behave like 
that ageing Lothario Jack Nicholson in 
an age when Tom Hanks ^ who had 
tears in his eyes al the recent Oscars cere- 
muny when he talked about his wife's 
love for him — epitomises cool? Why 
do these women think that the only way 
I to signal that they arc 'modem* is lo 


wear skimpy cholies and dialn-smoke 
in the presence of their children?(No. 
my objection is not moral. 1 1 has to do 
with that well-known phenomenon 
k nown as passive smok i ng.) 

Is it bet^sc as the traditional Indian 
society — epilomiaed by the joint fami- 
ly. arranged marriages, and the belief 
that women should stay at home—disin- 
legraiCK, we arc desperately groping lor 
a nc w societal framework? And the n. try• 
ing to huiid it around 
Western popular culture 
ax il existed a decade or 
su ago, and is now bedaz¬ 
zling us m the video 
circuit? 

A* one level, this is 
understandable. As the 
Irkiian middle class has 
expanded, it has included 
within itself people who 
have irjvelJcd so far up 
the social ladder that they 
have compidcly distanc¬ 
ed themselves from their 
itxrts. They have little in 
common with their par¬ 
ents and are quite ofien a 
mile embarrassed by 
them. Rejecting their own back¬ 
grounds. they arc <hi the look'OUt for 
new cultural reference points, and find 
them in the American dream or someti¬ 
me s even i n the nearest ftve- s tar hotel. 

And then, they clutch on lo these 
emblems of the Brave New World that 
they so desperately want to belong to. 
using them us vrulchc.s to prop up their 
Stigging self-images. 

You will know (hem by (heir Lacos(c 
T-shirts and Emporio Armani jeans, 
(heir gold lighters and musky after¬ 
shave (hat goes down ill in the tropics. 
I'heir homes will loi>k so much like the 
lobbies of pod) hotels that you almost 
expect to bump iiuo the bell captain on 
your way to the loo. 'fhey will discuss 
such designers as Gianni Versace and ,Si 
Michael (of Marks and Spencer, you 
know) in the seme breath, and go 
through life thinking lhai parvenu is a 
kind of pasla sauce. • 
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El evating art? 

Noted artist S. G. Vasudev executes a mural for a lift shaft 


S ome artists have been worried by 
one aspect of their works for a 
while now: their limited audien* 
ce. Art has mostly becnccmfiocd to galle- 
ries« which are visited by the cognoscen* 
ti. and in the cases wl^re works have 
been bought by corporate houses or by 
wealthy individu^s for massive 
amounts, the actual viewership has been 
even less. )n capturing (he imagination 
of the masses, an. it often seems, is 
impotent. 

Unless, (hat is, artists 
ensure that nmre than a 
select few of their works 
arc within easy reach of 
public viewing. S.G. 

Vasudev, gs much taken 
u p as others w i th rhe ques 


rtsideniial coroplex. Kumar, who 
has no pretensions of being a connois* 
seur of an. was however interested in 
creating homes and not houses. ”1 was 
building 14 homes and I wanted (hem 
The way I wanted my own home to be.* 
says Kumar, it was his conviction that 
the building should have aesthetic 
values (hat led him to Vasudev, 

*1 was worried about the liA shafi 
which faced the cnirance to the 
building.* says Kumar, builder of 
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S.6. Vasudev: taking art 
(a the people 

lion of art's failure to 
arouse interest in the com* 
mon man. found an 
answer in the mural. His 
giant wall paintings now 
adorn a number of public 
places: in cinema com¬ 
plexes in Madras (where 
they compete t'of atten¬ 
tion, he admits, with the 
cut-outs of film stars) — 
and now at a residential 
complex in Bangalore. 

*Wha( I liked about 
this projecc' says vasu* 
dev, "is iffWefldil for 
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take dfibutIdrrR Cfi.tlH- 
nya Kumar'i'^nttisai to 
create a workW%iir*i 


The Msfpavnksha 
mural adorns an 
ordinary building in 
Bangalore 


Angels Place in the prestigious Lang¬ 
ford town area of Bangalore. ’The shaft 
was juvi a blank wall and I wanted to do 
som^ing about it." So be and Vasudev 
decided that a mural in a spot where eve¬ 
ryone would see it was what would both 
attract and edify common people. 

Kumar also decided (hat the walls on 
either side of the entrance could have 
munils too, and VishakhaChanchanni, a 
terra co(u teacher at a city school, was 
asked u> do them. 

The Kalpavrihhu 
mural at Angels Place 
denotes the 'Tree of Life’ 
but at an abstract level, it 
con also represent the 
goddess Shakti, with 
arms outstretched and 
hair Oying in the wind. 

If Vasudev's mural is 
arresting, Chanchanni's 
terra cona works add 
memory value to the 
place. Executed in a free- 
(lowing style on (wo wall 
surfaces, the workx 

depict different aspects 
of Bangalore, from the 
figure of Kempegowda 
who founded the city in 
1337 to the festival of 
Karaga, unique (o 

Bangalore since both 
Muslims and Hindus lake 
part in it. 

All in oil, the project 
has been a worthwhile 
one for Chanchanni, 
Kumar and Vasudev, For 
the first, it has been an 
education in her own 
hometown. for the 
second, an exercise in 
no.stalgia (his family 

dates back to the original 
inhabitants of Bangalore, 
400 years ago; and 
as for VuHudev, he has 
once more succeeded in 
taking an to the 
comrhuniiy • 
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TV REVIEW 


SHUeHAA GUPTA 


Massacre of the innocents 


CNN reported live on the children killed in the Oklahoma blast 


On his firsi visit lo which wcni on and on. iiv« froin Oklaho* too Ion;. 

Punjab after he bcca- ma'—don’t bargain for U Mwi attention At about the same litnc the BBC had 

me Prime Minister, spans and an even shorter capacity to BillCIimon vowing to get even with the 

■ P.V. Norasimha Rao v icw grief. After a time, the wMe thing lerrunsis. 

did all (he things that became a blur. In the process, the tnge- And Eyewimess on DD2 was giving 
PMs do when in pun- dy Is rru«lelc» than ilia. us yet another encounter with Ral 

Jab: graciously accef'l There's one picture that will haunt Thackeray. There's this to be said uboiil 
soropus. and greetings from school- thi>se who saw it: a tiny h^. all bloo- the Shiv Sena boss: he's consistent, 

children lining his route, and deliver roih died, in die aims of a rescue worker. Here again, he told off the reporter for 


sing speeches. 

As long as Punjab is 
ours, we have nothing to 
worry about, he said, 
amid cheers, 

But the cheers weren't 
very enthusiastic, nor 
could you see much Joy 
on the faces of those who 
sot in on the l.udhiana ral¬ 
ly 10 hear the PM. As all i 
those who are requi.sition- 
cd to lisiert to poMtici.ins 
are wont to do. they look¬ 
ed on. impa.ssive. 

There wa.s nothing 
impassive about those 
who were near the site of { 
the Oklahoma building 
which was guhed by a 
b(»mb, causing .^6 deaths 
and over 500 injures (at 
(he lime of writing), 

The spectators (that 
special breed of ghouls 
which hangs about dis¬ 
aster aooes, a TV staple), 
the rescue workers and 
the reporters—all appea¬ 
red shell-shocked. 

It was truly shocking. 
Every time a terrorist act 
deprives people of their 
lives (in this case, there 
were mainly babies and 
toddlers among the dead, 
because there was a day¬ 
care centre in the 
building), and you see the 
terrible aftermath on your 
screen from your cosy 
perch, (here is a renewed 
sense of anger and 
helplessness. 

But what networks 
; like the CNN — • 

•MMur ao '*1* ' ^ ~ 


hour% after the hlasi. It did not survive [ inis<}uo(ing him (you read (he papers. 

don’t you?) and delivered 
his usual speeches on tra- 
iiOTN and anti-nalional 
elemenis. 

Who says I'm against 
Muslims? if they vote for 
us. ihey are ours, 1 have 
no problems with them. 
I'm against Pakistanis 
and Bangladeshi 

Muslims who are hiding 
in this country. 

This is one of his favou¬ 
rite lines, which comes 
up in each interview. 

He was derisive about 
his detractors.! "1 care 
two hoots* is aiiiKher of 
his favourite phrases) as 
he sat alongside his wife, 
holding a durbar. 

He ended it with a clas¬ 
sic: why do you always 
look for vice in me? 

Meanwhile, the PM 
gave another rousing 
speech to a gathering 
v^ich was on hand to wit- 
India Toddy'.f editor 
Aroon Puric get the G.K. 
Reddy award for dis¬ 
tinguished journalism. 

In his speech. Purie 
spoke about the i m porian - 
ce of credibility, the cor¬ 
nerstone of a good 
publication, 

oa. Ai. a. j It i$ the cornerstone of 

Shortly after the blast, BBC showed good television as tveii. if 
Clinton vowing to get even with the “/I. 

terrorists show.s. it can as well 

put it inio practice, 
right?* 















On 14 and 15 April, at 
least 90 former dacoits 
of the Chambal 
ravines got together at 
Joura,asmall town 
around 25 km from 
Morena in Madhya 
Pradesh. Such 
dreaded names as 
Malkhan Singh (right) 
and Roop Singh 
participated in the 
two'day meet 


Voices from Chambal 


J iisi mmc and they wtrt 
(here. As ihcy sue on the div 
iNVirling ihcir huge 

inousiuchcs or fiddling with 
ihtftr guns. <m« could easily 
I ideniiry ihcm. There was MaJkhui 
I Singh. R<H)p Siogh. HuriwiJas Mukhiya. 
I BhywitnSingh.Siinj Singh. Pandit 
I Snehi. all Jrcuded numes from the past. 
On i4 and JS April, at least 9U Tormcr 
ducoics of (heC'humbal ravines got toge* 
(her ai Joura. a small town aroui^ 25 km 
from Moa'na in Madhya Pradesh, Orga¬ 
nised joiniiy by the Mahatma Gandhi 
Seva Ash mm and the Gandhi Peace 
IViiiihJ:ui<>n. the two-day Mahapan- 
chuyai priivided these former outlaws an 
oppnnuniiy to voice their discnchant- 
meni with the Madhya Prudc&h govem- 
iTKnl' fi rehubi I Ualiun programme tor sur¬ 
rendered dacoits. 

But there was a political angle to the 
whole show as well. Wooing bandits is 
not u new plwrvtmenon in the cow belt 
Only recently. Utiur Pradesh chief mini- 
s I er M11 laya m Singh Yadav made a poll • 

I leal capital hy securing ihe release of 
Ptxhd.in Devi, As chief minister of 


Former dacoits get 
together to demand a 
better deal from the 
Madhya Pradesh 
government 


Madhya Pradesh Aijun $uigh won acco¬ 
lades by getting many dwits to suntn- 
der before him and in the Eighties. Indi¬ 
ra Gandhi released several dacoits from 
jails to boost her party'.s image. 

Chief minustcr Digvijay Singh is only 
following in their foois^. Political 
observers say that he is now banking on 
these former dacoits to strengthen his 
position among the people. 

All this has been necevaiy because of 
several political drvdopnwnts. One. his 
memor, Aijun Singh, has turned against 
the Congress leadmhip. And the return 
of Madhavrao Scindia. his political rival 
in MP. has made Digvijay Singh’s posi¬ 
tion even more shaky. To add k> the 


woes of the chief minister, the Bahujan 
Samaj Party is making steady inroads 
into the northern districts of the stale, Tu 
counter this. Digvijay Singh is wooing 
the fomter bandits who still command a 
loyal following in such areas as Bhind. 
Morena and its adjoining districts. 

T he two-day Mahupanchayul was pre¬ 
sided over by Tchsildar Singh, the 
son of (he legendary Chamhol dacoit. 
Man Singh. But conspicuous by her abs¬ 
ence was Phoolan Devi; she was not 
even invited to the meet. The organisers 
were probably apprehensive that Phoo¬ 
lan Devi, who has alTx:ady become a star 
of sorts, would divert attention from the 
real cause of the meet. 

There was one other impeetont reason 
for no( inviting Phoolan. The afganiseis 
feared that her presence would spark off 
a confrontation with the other former 
dacoits. who are mostly Thakurs. 

Apart from Ihe ex-dacolts. another 
penon present at the reunion was the 
cynosure of all eyes. He was Rajendra 
Otaturvedi. the DfO who got most of 
the dacoits to surrender when Aijun 
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ravinci 


C hief inini^icr Digvijuy Singh suys 
that he is not ohlivuHjs lo the 
(kmandi» of these "Al! the 

prumises made to ihe former dacoits by 
the stale government for their proper 
rehabiliiaiiCMi will be fulfilled,' he said. 

ArKl this was no empty boast. Soon 
after the Mahapanchayai, Digvijay 
Singh called a meeting of lop 
bureaucrats and asked them to look into 
the demands of Mai khan Singh and com* 
piny He even in&inicied his chief secre* 
lary to give him weekly reports of the 
actions that were being taken the 
authorities. 

What's more. Digvijay Singh ia 
reported io have also drawn up a blue- 
prim for the development of the hack* 
ward Chamhal area, where most of these 
ea*bahdiisbve. 

However, political observers see all 
this as part of Digvijay Singh's elToits to 
consolidate his support base in Madhya 
Pradesh. There is no doubt that these for¬ 
mer dacoiis still wield a lot of clout 
among the locals. And with the next 
general elections jum a year away, (he 
gesture is considered to be an utiempt by 
the chief minister lo strengthen his 
vote-bank. 

Boih P.V. Rajgopal. the secretary of Perhaps Digvijay Singh is taking a 
the CarKlhi Peace Foimdaiion. and S.N. leaf out of Indira Gandhi's book, who in 
Subbarao, (he president of the Mahatma 19K0relcased some of the dacoiis on par- 
Gandhi Seva Ashram, feel that if the ole and used them to campaign for the 
government continues u> ignore the Congressil). And die mbve had paid 
demands of these fonner daraits« they rich dividends for her party in the polls. 

mer dacoits like Malkhan 

Lurt ' wl Tehsildar 

M Singh, who had joitwd 
the Bharaiya Janata Party 
(BJP) are now 

clearly drifting towards 

B , (he Congress(l). This is 

■[ mainly because most of 
p IBB^B ^ the d^iis that they 

B j|^ '1 freedom (o 

t . T^m \ / M Aijun Sin^. As Malk- 

|r 1 han Singh said, 

^KiS 1 vft ! 'Aldwugli I had Joined 

A ^ remain 

^BJ. m I B ^tth Aijun Singh come 

V what may. " 

M ^ No wonder, Digvijay 

Singh is going out of his 

^^Bi^BlLk. these men 

f who once spread terror in 

large parts of Madhya 
ar^B Pradesh.* 


be once again lorced to take up arms, DIffHlsy • ttMrt iB 9 ¥g 

Most of them were dissatisfied with 
what the government had done so far for of all dacuits who are still in jail, 
them, ^venty four-year-old. Roop 

Singh did not hide his disillusionment, * Economic a^isuncc ^lould he provid- 
T feel pity for my boght colleagues who ed (o the dependants of the surrendered 
have surrendered." he said. Bhagwan. dacoits. 

Singh, another dreaded dacoit of yeste¬ 
ryears who surrendered in I960, told 
Sunday, "We should forget about the 
government" Then, shifting his lelesco- 
pic 300 bore gun from one shoulder to 
another, he added. "We are 500 who 
have surrendered, and we should unite 
and work for each other." ^ 

Disillusioned with the 
lackadaisical approach of 
the government, the ex- 
bandits accused the autho- 
going back on 
their promises. Among 
other things, (hey deman- 
ded (he following: 

• The Madhya Pradesh 
state government should 
solve all land disputes as 
soon as possible. 


* toe government 
stxnild take steps to with¬ 
draw cases against many 
dacoits languishing in dif¬ 
ferent jails of UUar 
Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh. 


• Amu licences should 
be Issued to the families 
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MONEY MATTERS 


The defence forces are starved offunds 


B e ix Ihe biannual commun* 
ders’ conference, pruscniu- 
tion of MTvkes ir- 
e<iuipineni plan^ or opera* 
lional briefings, ihe alliCude 
of (he government io>vards defence and 
national security is reflected by the (ired 
yawns of ihe Prime Minister, who is his 
own defence minister. This boredom 
was c^uied by Thf Pwneer on 22 
March, during ihe defence investiture 
ceremony (he previous day. barely 
seven days after the Union Budget's 
16-word reference to projected defence 
spending for 1993'%. and 14 days 
before the ministry of defence's annual 
report for (994-95. 

The report, replete with maniiies, is 
neither a white paper nor a defence 
review. It revels in profundities like "It is 
esseniiul that India maintains a sufTi* 
ciently strong defence capability lo safe¬ 
guard its national interest". Anil. 'India 
i s determined to do al I ii can to help ensu¬ 
re a secure environment in Asia, which 
will allow iu economic development to 
proceed unimpeded.'* 

The 1 ^ paise out of every rupee spent 
by the govern nsent out of the B udgci esti* 
mate of Rs 25.500 crert on defence, is 
roughly 10 percent higher than the revis¬ 


ed estimate of the previous year, though 
only a 15 per cent increase in real terms 
can er»uir a constant level of defnKe 
spending. Therefore, in money terras, 
(here has been a net reduction in defence 
allocation fur the current fiscal year. 

The services have neither a lobby nctf 
a platform, from where to point out the 
degradation in their operational readi* 
nesv and logistics pr^iaredness. They 
had merely asked forbonomline require- 
merits: lo make good caisiing batllefiekl 
deficiencies caused by five consecutive 
years of ad hoc cuts, which have brought 
defence spending from 5.86 per cent in 
(986-87. to a low of 2.58 percent of the 
GDP. This ased to be Ihe percentage a] 10- 
cation of defence in 1962. 

A minimum of 3 per cent of (he GDP 
is required to maintain the present force 
levels with an additional one per cent to 
keep pace widi modernisation. The cor¬ 
relation between defence spending and 
percentage GDP divorced from threats 
and resource mobilisation is aquestiona- 
ble technique fordefei^ce allocation. Bui 
which method the govemmeni follows 
is any body Sguesa. 

T Ik services are very gullibk. They 
have been told to teld their horses 


for another two years, till the cod of the 
Highih Plan, when an iricrease in the 
growth rate of the GDP wr>uld automati¬ 
cally boost defence ullocution, F'or this 
year, they were promised some Rs 
29.00(1 crure, but al the Iasi minute, the 
figure was reduced to Rs 2.V5(X) crore. 
Service chiefs, ou t of lu iic w i ih their p< »l i - 
lical mabicrs at the best of times, deve¬ 
lop illusions of grandeur ui the tirie of 
red remeni by promi si ng an A JT or an air¬ 
craft carrier. But that is another story. 

So. will the Rs 25.5(X) crore going 
inio (he defence kitty sharpen the cutting 
edge of the services? On the contra'ry, it 
will nut even stem Ihe ude of continuous 
degradation of the armed forces under 
way since 1990. because 70 per cent of 
this allocation will go for pay and allow¬ 
ances and the rental nder for liai n ing and 
mainienancc. Pay bills will shoot up 
with the long overdue hike in pay pack¬ 
ets for servicciocn after the Fifiti Pay 
Commission. The army has been taken 
for a ride in respect of nearly Rs 500 
crore, the cost of raising 36 Rashtriya 
Rifle baiul ions. 

The government has done some dis¬ 
ingenuous jugglery with figures, by giv¬ 
ing the army (he lion's share with the 
Indian Air Force and (he Indian Navy 
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cominii a poor vcond and third. Ihp 
dhomu Dcarl)^ iwoyiMrs ago by Ailniinil 
D.V, Tancja before the Prinh' Minisier 
worked, lie navy has got nK>rv. 

[.(x>k al where the money — in the 
ease of the unny, sonw Rsl 5.<KK)erc)rtf - 


Pay and aJIowances: 45 per cent 


• Stores, mai me nance arid omtractual 
ohiigaiions; 56 per ceni 


Research and Jevclopmcni: 6 percent 


Works: 6 percent 


prwnliM: their *viiaJ needs' and ensure t led single service ehiel's io udministra- 


greater inicr*fiervice coordination. This 
was a tail order, as this is not a task for 
single '«rvkc chiefs, but u responsibili* 
ty itf (he g<»vemmcnt through an inter* 
services j4anning group. And. rKioe of 
this i>pcrates on the ground. 

The defence planning suff ihai was 
nised in April 1996, has been made inch 
perallve and there is no mechanism or 
«ippararu.s to do what the PM has $ug* 
gested. In fact, it was he who mooted the 
idea of an apes body for national 
riiy. But that is yet another siory. 

In 19RS. the centralised planning prtv 
cevs in UK took two bold steps: it relcga* 


s Training anJ iranspoii 
hperceni 


This leaves no money 
for modemismion. 

No one will cavil over 
defence cuts when they 
relate lo a downturn in 
threats, mi.s,sic»is. capahi* 
Iities and force levels. 
Defence spending in 
India is ad hoc and with¬ 
out a shred of any Integra* 
ted planning. 


Pay and 
allowances 

45 


Stores, maintenance 


L om October. al the combined servi- 
les conference, the three service 
chiefs urged the Prime Minister io 
review military spending in view of hi\ 
'unrtntshcd agenda' and security and 
mornle of the services being the number 
one concern of his govcmmcni. Instead, 
he chose to suggest that services should 



tion. training and morale, while centrali* 
sing operai ional. plan n ing and prvpared* 
netiK under a aimbined iri•service staff 
answerable to the chief of defence'staff 
(CDS|. The guvemmem was In deal 
with singlc'poini udvice with individuiil 
service chiefs retaining their prenigalive 
to intervene. 1'he cemraliscd CDS sys¬ 
tem went on trial for one year, but the Bri¬ 
tish have not looked bock since. 

Reduction in threats has led to rcduc* 
lion in force levels both in UK and USA. 
In UKalune. there have been two major 
defence reviews since 1990: options for 
change and frontline first. These have 
resulted in rationali* 
sed cuts and savings in 
defence expend! i tire. 

In Indio, there haa been 
no integrated revision of 
a threat perception since 
1983. At present, the 
impression in the servi¬ 
ces is that the ‘threats' arc 
no longer autonomous. In 
spile of a barrage of 
reports by various com¬ 
mittees. the govcmmcni 
has been singularly luck- 
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HOW EACH RUPEE 
IS SPENT BYTHE 
ARMED FORCES 


ing in decision making and injecting 
political stimuli to break the deadlock in 
defence thinking. 

At the resent rule o| defence fun¬ 
ding. the services will be lighting iltu 
next war with the c^uipmciit ot the last 
one.« 


(Tfm author 01 ifi0 
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nuTM. ATTACK: thf ravafi^ H/nJu Mu/tnani ftffi) orui ihrfufvrut prtK’fS.uo/1 of an aviivisi kiKcd in ihe Mast 

Explosion of tenor 


An attack on the Hindu Munnani office in Madras adds a new 
dimension to politics in the state 



Di easier struck at 
around four in (he eve¬ 
ning of ]4 April, (he 
Tamil New Year's 
Day. Just when (he 
festivities were com¬ 
ing to an end. a power¬ 
ful explosion ripped 
apart (he newly-bvilt 
s(a(e headquarters of the Hindu Munna¬ 
ni in the heart of Madnis city. The blast 
killed (WO people and set off communal 
clashes on (he auspicious day. At least 
five people were reported killed in spo¬ 
radic sectarian violence that broke out 
soon after (he news of (he attack spread. 

Two yean back, ten people b^ died 
in a aim liar blast that destroyed parts of 
(he lUshtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 


POLITICS or DISCORD 


0a14April.«powtrfiribt»t 
f ippAd tlia stata 

haaaqaartan of tfca HMa 
MHflRanl ta Haim. Tha 
txploilan klllad two aad aat 
off oontwaal olsiMa la tAa 
ettf 

Clilaf ■latotarJifalalltka 
hai tfraa^ coAdaaiati (lit 
laclitit aai baa ilractai tbt 
CM ta look Into tha anttar 


IRSS) office in Madras, But the use of 
deadly RDX explosives had made ihal 
blast many limes more powerl'ul than 
the anack last fortnight. 

The police claim that the bomb, con¬ 
cealed in a locked bag. wes placed near 
the Hindu Munnani office by an 
unknown man. When he was accosted 
by a few Munnani activisis, he managed 
to scare them off by brandishing a toy 
gun. 

While the Munnani men ran for 
cover, the suspected bomber is said to 
have walked back to (he spot where (he 
bomb was kept. The speculation Is iha( 
he had probably tried (o ' dcadivatc ' the 
time device, which went off Mowing 
him to pieces. 

The bo^ of a Munnani activist, 
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'Bible' Shiinmughain. w«s found large* 
ly iiiiuci wiih only a head injury, bui that 
nf ihe suspected bomber was mutilated 
beyond recogniUon. However, il was 
found to be ciirunicised. which led 
people to suspect the involvement of 
Muslim fundamentalists. Sectarian out¬ 
fits such us the Islamic Jihad or Allah 
Tigers, which have recently sprung up 
in Tamil Nadu, were initially .suspected 
1 o have masterminded the blast. 

Later, the bomber was identified as 
Khaju Ni^amuddin, 25, who was also 
vi'iinied in connection with the blast at 
(he RSS office, two years back. He and 
one of his nccornpjiccs, Imam Ali. were 
Mifdjo have just relumed after an Inter- 
S vrv iccK I niel I igcncc (IS I )• spon sored 
nip to Pjkisian. The stale director- 
general of police (crime). K.K. Rajasek* 
haran Nun, said that he was probing (be 
involvement of AUUmu, a Muslim fun* 
damcoial ist group based in CoimbaUirc. 

The hiMiibing has created a furore in 
the stale. The Hindu Munnani. which 
wiis founded in I to counter the ma&i 
eoiuvision ol Harijans into Islam ai the 
Meenak.sbipuram village in southern 
Tamil Nadu. Inis gained quite a follow¬ 
ing i It tiH' slate. Rui with pan*[slamic 5^* 
(imcni on the rise, Muslim fundamenial- 
i.sis in Tamil Nadu have tunv got a big 
b<v>N(. The ISl of Pakistan has also been 
trying lo make inroads into southern 
fmliii. 

The ISlduiukd and now banned Isla* 
rmc Sevak .Sungb, which became very 
active in neighbouring Kerala, managed 

gain a foothold in Tamil Nudu also 
due 1o Pnlani Boha's efforts. In the past, 
the Baba had been supported by the sta¬ 
te's Oraviilian panics, who were alarm* 
edat the rapid growth of the RSS and the 
Hindu Miinnnni. The suppon of politi* 
chI panics (»iher than the ruling AlAD- 
MK has apparently emboldened 
Mush m rundamcnialiKis in Tami) Nadu. 

AbsHit six nxmihs back. P. Rajago- 
pulun, the then state president of (he 
Hindu M 11 nnani and a practising advoca¬ 
te. was brutally murdered by suspected 
Islamic fundamentalists in front of hes 
house in Madurai. 

Rumagopalan. the current stale presi¬ 
dent ol the Munnani who is also on the 
hit-list of Muslim fundamentalists, lold 
SimPAY at his heavily-guarded office: 
"The .series of attacks in the recent past 
on Kirtdu organisations in the siate wa.s 
masiermindndbyihelSI It wants to pro¬ 
ve to Indian intelligence agencies that it 
has reach anywhere in the country." 

Hi’ said organismiooH like the Islamic 


Jihad and Jamaai-e-lslami were provid¬ 
ing ground support to the ISl in Tamil 
Nadu. According to Ramagrr^an. the 
blast had wider ramifications. It was 
imerKied not only to demoralise the Hin¬ 
dus hut also to destabilise the country. 

Rumagopalan claimed that the Mun¬ 
nani had become very popular in Tamil 
Nadu and hordes of former DMK. PMK 
and other Dravidian party workers were 
joining the organi&aiion in a big way. 
So. Muslim fundamentalists were being 
encouraged by those political panies to 
destabi lise the H indu mov‘cmcni, he Icl i. 

He alleged that several moHjucs m 
Tamil Nadu had become "dens for 
Muslim fundamentalists and arms were 
being stored there". He appealed to poli¬ 
tical parties to sever their links with 
these extremist groups. 



IN TNC WT*U$T: Ramaf^opalan. s/atf 

president of thf Hindu Munimni 


Chief minister Jayalalitha has sirtnig- 
ly condemned (he attack and the violen¬ 
ce (hat followed. She has also transferr¬ 
ed the case from the state police to the 
Central B ureau of Investigation (CBI). 
She said that hA government has decid¬ 
ed (0 enuusi (he CBI with the investiga¬ 
tions as organisaiions outside the stale 
may also be involved. 

Whai is evident from the hombmg 
and its aftermath is that the Hindu Mun- 
nani*s growth in Ihe slate has been quite 
phenomenal. If it can mnslaic this fol¬ 
lowing into voles. Tamil pdiiics will 
never be the same again. 

Meanwhile, communal hanimny in 
the stale has laken a severe battering. • 


Crime and 
punishment 


The Punjah Police is 
debarred from ( arrym^ 
out raids outside the Mate 
folUneiu}( a Supreme Court 
ndinfi 

On 17 April, the 
Supreme Court indici* 
cii fisv Punjah P<»licc 
pcrMinncI lor the kill¬ 
ing of u Pnnjuhi 
couple inCiilvuilu two 
jeurs hjck. Tile apex 
11INJ Alt b(Kly < nvierk'd I he i r |>ro 

M’c 1 M ii HI < HI charges of 
criminal con*piracy, ;ihduciion, murder 
and (U'siiiH'iii)n of es nk'iicc, 

TIk' diiiViivc w' i>. u'Mcd hy u (hri’C- 
judge Bench, ci msi vi mg 11 1 C'h I e f J ii si i ce 
A.M. Allilladi. liMicc K. Vciik:il;jswa* 
mi and Jusike K S. P»<ri poor nan, on (he 
basis of a rcfK^it shlumital by the Ceil- 
irul Bureau of liucsligaiioii ((JM) that 
found the fisc poI k emeu piimu Ukk 
guilty. 

Accoiding lo tin: rcpmi. in iIh.* ctiily 
houn, of 17 May. IOUX fi vc Ihi ii | ah Pol i- 
cc personnel went in Miimii Ciypsics lo 
A-7(1/2 Picnic Caixlcii in 1 iljalu. Cal¬ 
culi a and shoe dead "suspected terror)st" 
Basheer Ahmed uiul bis w ife. 1'liey (hen 
di^iNcd olT the IhkIics. 

'The police officials n iiikyJ m the CHI 
repoft arc the then SI* of Bli;itii>d;i S K. 
Singh, deputy SP Sukhdos Singh Ch;i- 
hul. head consiaMc Ram Duyal (now an 
assi.dani suh-inspect*a), head consiublc 
Sukhjivan Sineh aiul constahle Hjrshan 
Singh (now Itcad c<»nsi:ihlc>. 'fhe slate 
aulhontics have been directed to sus¬ 
pend ihcse fiw polii C pciMHincI so lluil 
they cannot interfere wiih the progress 
of this case in any official capacity. 

Ilw Bench *>bscrvix1 th.ii the brutal 
slaying of the crniplc "reveals a siaic of 
affairs whea* human life has vimiHlIy no 
value foe those uffiicts in iiiuforni who 
are supposed to he (he pruiccion of 
buinin life". Ii also look strong excep¬ 
tion to the ‘culloiisiiess u iih which the 
'cpori of the West Bengal chief secreta¬ 
ry h;Hl been deal I with" 
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The Judgei> also took serious note of 
the afTidavii filed hy the then sute under¬ 
secretary Kamail Chand Banga. Banga 
had stat^ that the Sangnjr Police had no 
idea about the antecedents and wherea¬ 
bouts of the couple who were killed. He 
had also denied the Involvement of any 
official of (he Punjab Police in the mur¬ 
der and felt that "then was nothing 
objectionable in the anitude of the poli¬ 
ce to warrant an enquiry by a judical 
convnission'. 

Deeming the affidavit as an attempt 
on the pun of Banga "to not only interfe¬ 
re with the administniion of justice, but 
also 10 mislead", the Supreme Court has 
slapped a »how cause notice on the for¬ 
mer under-secretary. 

The Supreme Court order is likely to 
have a sobering effect on the Punjab M i- 
ce. In a significant move, chief minister 



Beam Singh 


Beam Singh has ordered the force u> 
stop (heir forays into ocher states to nab 
Khalisiani extre'mists. 

He has also asked the former direcior 
general of Punjab Police, K.P.S. Gill, to 
prepare a detailed report ^ut the ext re¬ 
mists who have taken refuge in other sta¬ 
les. It is believed (hat Singh will forward 
this report to the Union home minister, 
S.B. Chivan, in order to decide on a futu¬ 
re course of action. • 



All In the family 


NTR*s wife and his third son are setfor a showdown over 
the Tekknli Assembly seat 


N.T. Rama Rao. 
might have successful¬ 
ly wooed the electora¬ 
te of (he state, but he 
has failed to put his 
own house in onScr 

ANDHRA This time round, a 

PRADRSH clash Is imminent het- 

ween his wife Laksh- 
mi Parvathi and his third son Nanda- 
muri Kankrishna over the Tekkali 
Assembly seat. 

The Telugu Desam Party <TDP) nomi¬ 
nation for (he Tekkali seal in (he forthco¬ 
ming by-polls has assumed Immense 
poliika) sigmricance as it is being view¬ 
ed as a fight for the legacy of the ageing 
supremo. 

Not so long ago. NTR had almost con¬ 
ceded the Tekkali seal u> his wife Laksh- 
mi Parvathi by accepting her elevation 
as a ’people's r^ireseniative'. Now. the 
sudden entry Hankrishna on the 
scene has given a new twist to the palace 
intrigue. 

Considered to be (he bully among 
NTR's children. Hankrishna first made 
his intentions clear when he walked Into 
his father's chambers in (he Legislative 
Assembly and declared his wish to com- 
esi from Tekkali on a TDP ticket. And 
(hen, he followed it up with a formal 
application in this regard to the 1*DP 
boss. Harikrlshna’s M lo contest the 
Tckkal i seal is upported by his five bro¬ 
thers and four sisters who made a collec¬ 
tive appearance at (he Banjara Hills resi¬ 
dence of NTR with (he sj me demand. 

And though the two sorts-in-bw of 
NTR — N. Chandrahabu Naidu and D. 
Venkateswara Rao — remained in the 
shadows, it was quite 4^>paren( that they 
had mastenrund^ this move with ihc 
aim of isobting Lakshmi Parvalhi. 

While N T. Rama Rao has maintain¬ 
ed a stoic silence over the dcvclupnamts, 
both Harikrishna and Lakshnii Parvathi 
have stepped up their efforts in staking 
their ‘rightful' claims for the leader's 
legacy. 

The ^^-year-rdd Hariknshna. display¬ 
ing .streaks of his father’s famed show¬ 
manship. declares: "f have been theeha- 
rioteerof NTRfor 12 yean. 1 risked my 


life and business in protecting him and 
Ihe TDP legislators during the troubled 
days of 1984. [ am not snatching any 
position from others. This seat belongs 
to my father and I am only seeking It to 
continue his torch of public service in 
the constituency." 

Lakshmi P^aihi, meanwhile. htc< 
adopted a more suNIe approach in this 
confronUlion. While she insi.>4s (hat she 
has entered the fray at the request of* the 
people of Tekkali, she hastens io add. “I 
am like a mother of Telugu Dcsuni. I 



STMONQ AGUIH: NTR's third son 
Hankrishna 


will even campaign for Hankrishna, if 
be accepts me a.s his mother." 

With the by-polts just round the cor- 
rKT. the family feud has forced several 
other important issues to the back¬ 
ground. Ministers. legislators and senior 
party leaders arc busy shuttling between 
NTR's rvsidonce and (he NTR esiaie to 
altend Ihe durbars being held by Laksh¬ 
mi Parvathi and Hariknshna. 

With neither NTR's third son nor Ihe 
State's first lady showing any signs of 
relenting, the siage is set for a show¬ 
down at Tekkali. e 
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be deployed in North Cachar. The unit 
of iheajmy. vkt»fking gndcrihe Dimapxir- 
baMd Tlijfd Corps, will be 

slrength^ned. 

The security blueprint, hammered oul 
at the conference, stresses on stepping 
up vigil along North Cachar’s boi^n 
with Manipur and Nagaland. This takes 
into account the strategic importance 
Cachar artd shot dead three >cjhwu. that the disthet has for the rebels. The 
All this has once again cast the infiltration by Naga rebels in North 
shadow of the gun iwer Haflong. titf Cachar forms part of a gameplanof the 
headquaners of the district. HaAong, for N5CN to widen its ambit of insurgent 
all its natural beauty, now looks like a activity in the north-east. Also, a hold 
town under siege. As dusk falls over this over North Cachar permits (he loyalists 
hill town, it becomes absolutely of the Muivah faction of the NSCN to 
deserted. 11k footsteps of the Punjab slip into (he district on thejr way to 
Police patrols (Kvasionally shatter the Bangladesh, and also lu Myanmar via 
eerie silence of night. Miroram. 

Says G.C. l^angihasa. the Male's iri* This part of the north-east is fast beco- 

bal development minister und the dis- ming a hotbed of insurgency. Lack of 
trsi't's veteran leader. "IIk people can- ccoi>omic development and dearth of 


Fear is the key 


Violence erupts once again in the North Cochar 
Hills district 


When Assam chief 
minister Hiteswar 
Saikia signed a (nice 
with the militant body 
Dirnasa National 
Security Force 
(DNSF) last Novem¬ 
ber, he was looking 
forward to a period of 
proUmged peace in the N<Tfth Cachar 
Hills district. But violence has erupted 
once again in this scenic district, shaner- 
ing Saikia's plans to (um it into a tou¬ 
rist’s paradise, 

Trouble began with the forming of a 
new miliiani organi.tation called (he 
Dima llalong Dauga (DHD). litis was 
the handiwork of some hardcore milit¬ 
ants of the DNSF who went under¬ 
ground and floated this new i>utnt to car¬ 
ry (H> the separatist upheavals. The poli¬ 
ce hud no inkling ahtxii its existence 
until KumuJ Gonjung, the former 
commander-in •chief of the DNSF. and 
one of his atdes were hacked to death 
near Maihong township in March. .Since 
(hen. the DHD has rapidly gained the 
reputation of being a dreaded militant 
ouifil. 

According to south Assam DIG of 
police Bajirtder Kumar, the DHD com¬ 
prises 20 activists. But the Dima Holong 
Dauga. which if loosely translated 
means organisation for the liberation of 
the Oimasa pet^le. commands the loyal¬ 
ty of over 100 Dima.sa (ribaJs, the main UP IN ARMS; militanjs in the hiU disiricis of the north-tast 
population group in North Cachar. The 

outfit i s headed by Jewel Langthasa. 25. not shake off the fear. The days of ambu • job opportunities i n the srr»l 1 Hills dis- 
ondBejoy Neiding. 24. shes by the DNSF in league with the trict—withanaredof4.890$qkmanda 

Of Ute, the DHD has allied itself with NSCN still haunt them.* population of 2.25 lakh — sow the seeds 

the dreaded Muivah faction of (he Naik)- With violence raising its ugly head of alienatior as well as resentment 
nal Socialist Council of Nagaland again, the authorities apprehend an exo- amcmg youths, facilitating the spread of 
(NSCN), Together, these outfits have dus of non-iribals from the districr if the militancy here. 
gorK on an extortion spree, largeting militancy perslsis. Already, a few Insurgency in (he hill districts of the 
government employees and busioessm- govemmenienginemand businesamM north-east assumes special significance 
en in ihe district. who have b een hoemded by extortion because die militant activity rvf one area 

The problem m North Cachar has demarkls.haveOedlUflong.* does not take long to spill over into the 

been further compounded by the resurg- The state machinery has now swung ocher ruarby areas. So, if the volatile 
ence of the Kuki National Front (KNP). into action to (ackle the ihrcai. A high- issue of ethnic discontent in the strategic 
an urmed miliioni bond of the Kuki tri- level security conference was chaired by North Cachar district is not tackled 
besmen in neiehbourine Maniour. the Avsam director general of police soon.il could engulf the other tri- 
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j Uneasy lies 
the head 

I A month afteni.ssimiing 
office, A.K. Anton\ is 
walking a polifiat! 
tightrope 

S/* 1 Anil tM\ I at icr Ik* hcc j • 

.'n I IK* chid niinisicr, 

wj A.K, Antony secniNio 

W Ik* liiiully gelling his 

J? ik'i Kutchtcf, On 20 

J) Afitil, not iHily diJ Ik 

cx|%i(kl his Ciibinct, 

yi^^i iinfXHiiict'd 

Ihs Ui'cisiwi tv cofticM 
d>c Tiiuninguili seal in die rcHilKoining 
by-eicciion.s iv Ihc Asscinhiy. Gut Anio* 
ny’s piohkins *uv fjtr from over. 

Antony Iiatl to enciHintcr such fierce 
oppusiiimi ft oil) iIk' KurunjKaran lobby 
on the issue ofC'uhineii’xpuiision itial he 
finiilly went to Oellii M resolve Ihc mat* 
ter. I n 1 1 ic i up it j I, A ntc my was kept wui t • 
in^ for almost IQ days "I am unhappy 
Ihul I hod to spend so many days in Delhi 
to finalise the list, but what to do? With 
Morarji Desui's death and the visit (»f 
Rarsuiijani« the IVimc Minister was pre* 
occupied," vtid Aniony. 

After rcunning to ’ITiiruvanunihapu- 
rmn. Antony partially expanded his 
ministry h) inducting seven members 
— four (mn the C'oogrcsstO and three 
from tlu' Muslim Leagtie. This now 
takes the strength of the n)onlli*i>ld mini* 
siry to 14, 

All the four C'ongicssfl) inductees 
have found a place in the state CabiiKt 
for die first time. While Antony has 
noiiiinuted the former Speaker V,M. 
Sudhccran and Ary^idati MohainnKd, 
two staunch Kiirunakar.in U>yalivis — 
G. Kanhikeyan and KodavtxH Sivadu- 
san —^ have also been inducted. 

The Cabinet will Ik* cxpaikted iurihcr 
after both Antony and Karvrutkaran 
agree on ihe'compiwition of (he mini* 
stry. “TIk obsuuciions arc clearing.' 
announced Aniony, w*hcn asked whe* 
ther Ihc two leaders could possibly come 
to an understanding on this issue. 

Rut this is only one <if (Ik probleniH 
that thechiernimistcT will have lu negoti* 
ate. His dueisiun to eontcsl the Tiru* 
rangudi seat in Muluppuram district^a 
tradilional Muslim I Kague stronghold 




— has given Antony's detracts an 
Opportunity to question his secular ere* 
dentiuK While the chief minisicr's can• 
didalufc was decided by the high* 
puwcredcommMteeof United Democfa* 
tic Pn>nt <UI)Pk II was also announced 
that the Muslim League had endorsed 
the numinatiiHi. 

This ha.s caused speculation (hat he 
has the lacii hacking of ihc Muslim* 


Chnstian lobby. But even though Atiio- 
ny finds his secular image under a cloud, 
be must still contest the hy^polK on 27 
May. Otherwise, be may not be in u posi¬ 
tion to Conti nue as chiet mi u isicr hey * >ik 1 
M% months. 

Another cause fur concent is the con 
trovcTsy suinmnding M V, Kagliavun 
— a former Marxtst rehvl and ciK^pciu* 
tion minister in the Karunukarun govern* 


Welcome aboard 


Uttar Pradesh becomes the first state to have its 
own airline 


W ith ihe skies in India opening 
up like never befort, private 
airlines for individuai suits couM 
well be ibe order of the dny. Fornow, 
Uttar Pradesh has bncocne tbe first 
Slate lo possess ftt very eprs jdiliae 
— UP Air. 

When (be inaugwiJ flight cd UP 
Air look off from Lockfiow's AiDOU' 
si acrDdromeofiApritlOaodsoony* 
ed olT to Dehn it vas dee that 

the Mulayam Sii^ Yadav govern* 
mem's recent bid to go in fer Ivge- 
scale privaiiMion has taken 
wings. 

The fifM vcQoRe rfita kkid in the 
counizy, UP iW/hM been s ta rted 
with ^ per eettf capital iav ei ttbeat 
by (he Defin-bMed ftoopali 
Induscriea, whidi has pumped b 


aboui Rl 100 crore. The UP govern- 
roent's 15 per cent parricipuiion corn¬ 
ea in die fmn of in frasiruciural I aci li- 
tiee like use of iu airfields, inuinten- 
aoce and other technicul facilitJeK. 

And this ia not going to be amere 
mi or a fttder service either. While 
flagging off the inaugural Hight. both 
mimscer Mulayam Singh 
YadavandOovemofMot) Lai Vnhra 
streesed the fact that the airline 
would ttoi lenttin con^ned to the 
mte. While flighu to Delhi have 
commenced alre^y, other m^or cit- 
k« 10 be linked in the near future 
include CalctiOa, Kanpur and 
BoenhQ'. 

Bar (hia, a S2-sea(er Fokker has 
■heady bMo acquired, while two 
more are to follow in May. Says the 


64 


•UNMV so i«>«<-««Vr 1M 









A new role 


Matang Singh visits Nagaland as the Prime 
Minister's trouhleshi>oter in the north-east 


mcnt> A <;iuunch Karunakaran l€>yalisi. 
Kughuvan's induction in the Cabinei 
\va> much agam'^t Antony's wishes. 

Knghavan has somehow always 
remained in ihe news — albeit for ihe 
wrong reasons. Last year, ihc CPKMTs 
youth wing. DcnuK'ratic Youth 
federation of India, sought his ouster in 
(he wake of a murder case being register¬ 
ed against Raghavan. 

Now, the iittack on CPIfM) ML A 
Jayanijan on the Ruydhoni Express near 
Ongolc in Andhra Pradesh has chkc 
again pul Ragh^van in a fix. iayarajan 
wiu sh<a ai by iwo .suspected 
ftushtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RS^) 
men, one ol whom alleged that Raglii' 
van and Sudhakaran — a Congrcssfl) 
MLAIromihe K.innurdisiriviandacon- 
llrmcd Kamnukaran crony — had hired 
him for (he Job. Juyarajan. a tme time 
Kaghav:in k»yulisi. is fits moM bitter 
poliiic;kl mmiy KHjay. Anitmy. under* 
Maodiibly. will find it difficuti u> protect 
his Kiinisieronce the trial begins. 

Meanwhile, llic <'i>ngresv high cont* 
It 1 :i r>d. u ware * •( i he pol ii iv a I n sk of keep* 
mg an nngry and frustrated Karunakaran 
in Kerala, has nixiiinaied bint to the 
Rajya Suhha. And Amony continues to 
wulk a political tightrope in the state. • 

SroedIMr 


Has Malang Singh, 
the rwwly •inducted 
minister of state for 
pariiamentary affairs, 
replaced Kajesh Pilot, 
the Union minister of 
Mate for tntcnul sccu* 
NORTH-EAST riiy. as the Prime Mini* 
wer's principal 
troubleshooter in the rtorth-casi*'' People 
have been asking this <iucsiion ever 
since Matang Singh started making 
frequent trips to the iHulh-eastern 
regism. Only recemky. the minislcr visit¬ 
ed Nagaland as a personal emissary ol 
the PM to make an on-the-spot assess¬ 
ment of the situation in the troubled state. 

Rao has evc^ reo&on to be worried 
over the deteriorating law and order 
situation in Nagaland. Insurgency 
shows no signs of abating, (he slate 
government doesn't really know what to 
do and the security forves have lost the 
support of the local population after the 


incident on 2? December lukit year, in 
Mokokchung, in which a Maratha Light 
Infantry unit of the army went berserk 
after its commanding officer was killed 
in an ambush by the militanM. 

Pour months after the incident, fear 
still stalks the m reels of ihi.i small town 
m north-west Nagaland. Shops close 
down by 3 pm and people scurry back to 
their honicf» much before dark. 

But Mokokchung wax not an isolated 
instance. On 5 March Ibis year, at least 
eight civilians were killed when jawans 
of Ihe ncwly-raiscd Rashtriyu Rifles fir¬ 
ed irtdiscriminately after their convoy 
was attacked by cx iremi sts near Kr^ima. 

It was against this bac*kdTop that the 
PM dospaicheJ Malang Singh to 
Nagaland. Significantly, Just before the 
tnp, Nagaland was brought under the 
purvkw of the Disturbed Areas Act. 
I95M. which gives the army blanket 
powers to carry out operations. 




PAST rORWAffh ( F Air insi hi‘fi>rt ih inaufiuratflight 


Singh. UP's principal itecretary for 
touri^ aisd civil aviation. "D^pite 


airline p^•Mdcnl V.P.S Skindhu. 'Wc 

proj>.»>v to hu' c len ui re raft by 

March. 19%. including sevenS2-aea- 
ters and three IS-soucrt." 

But (he introduction of UP Air is 
principally aimed at giving a much- 
needed fillip (0 the tourism industry 
in Ihe suic Says Sheshank Shekhar 


being ^udi a vast state with so much 
ro see, only (WO plicca. Lucknow and 
Vuanafl. linked by air to ocher 
parts of (he country so far. In the abs¬ 
ence of a sowodi and swift nsode of 
travel. UP's rich tourism potential 


could not be fully exploited. Bui all 
that will change now." 

The new airiine. while comnienc* 
ing conaner cj il oparations atoDg the 
Lucknow-Delhi-Kulu sector, will 
also cravefse the internal sectors of 
Varanasi‘Sonbhadra and Varanasi- 
Gevakhpuf throu^tout the week. UP 
A ir wi 11 also make i t posriUe fd^tou^ 
iscs to cover odier important sites io 
Uttar Pradesh. TogiveaboosttoMn 
tourism, flights will operate between 
Lucknow-Pantnagar (Naintt^)- 
Dehn Dun. "Very soon, we shall 
briR$ thoBuddhist sector of SamMh* 
ICushinagar> >hravu(i on our air map 
as it really dnws a very good crowd." 
points out $.S. Sin(di- 

The UP government, one of the 
two state governments in India to 
own airfieldK (the other being MP). is 
busy sprucing up its 20 airfields to be 
ihrowD open to the new airiine. And 
at the mocneot, travel nd touriaoi in 
thettaieofUciafPradeshsecardeiliD' ' 
ed to scale new heigbia. • 










News 


The seven-year hitch 


Three customs officials, involved in a major gold 
' haul in 1988, are charged with corruption by the CBI 



a On 7 April. I98K. 

cuvUmik oMciaU nah- 
Hed iwo speedboiu^ 

carrying gold hiscuiK 
worth more than Rv 
10 erore off the coast 
of Gangolli village m 
KARNATAKA Dakshina Kannada 

district. Karnataka, 

llii^ prosed u» he the higgesi gold haul 
in 1 he country at that tinre, Bui few couM 
have guessed that ihis succes&lul opera* 
tkm would Mill be talked about — alhcii 
for the wrong rca.sons — even seven 
years laicr. 

The CBI has recently registered u 
case under the Prevention of Corruption 
Act againM three customs officials 
involved in that operation and charged 
them with misappropriation of reward 
money. 

It ^1 began on that ni^i in I9HK 
when customs ofllcials seized the gold 


MMNWG NEW ROBCS: MaUmK Sinxh 
in ttufiuidfui 

Singh's first stop was MckcAcbung. 
where he addressed a public rally. I^ter. 
he received petitions fnun various orga- 
nisiiiions representing the civilians. One 
such memorandum said. "The average 
citizen is caught between the security 
f( *rvts a ikI the mil i Utni s." 

It was here that Matang Singh made a 
significant announcement. The Centre 
is willing to talk to the militants within 
Iho purview of the Indian Conslitutiofl." 
he declared. Obviously. New Delhi 
wants to try out the camrt‘and*stick poll' 
cy in Nagaland. 

Sexin aher reluming to the ci^Hial. 
Singh submitted a three-page report lo 
the Prime Minister. The reaction was 
immediate, A meeting ol senior officials 
and the (iip brass of (he security forces 
was cal I eJ in the Pri me M i n i sier * s Offi¬ 
ce ( PMOj. At the time of going to press, 
a massive army offensive against the 
extremists in Nagaland and Manipur 
was being planned. Which obviously 
mciins that Rao has decided on the hard 

option. 

Rut ohserversk say that no army offen¬ 
sive in the north-east can be successful 
without the civiperuiion of the locals. 
And as far as Nagaland and Manipur arc 
concerned, the security lurce.s have only 
succeeded in alienating the pcopk. • 

NfNn A. 9okh^0/KoNms 


red to create a false informer. Thus, a 
man named Pookaya. from Ciangolli vil* 
lage. was given Rs 20 lakh and (he rest 
was shored by the oOicers, 

AOer Ghouse lound that Pookaya had 
been given the reward that was rightful' 
ly his. he wrote out a ccunplaiiil to the 
home ministry. The horrie ministry ordc* 
red the CBI to investigate. Hut in |>^2, 
when it .sought the finance minisiry s 
approval (o register a case against J.P. 
Kaushik, svho was hy then principal col' 
leciur of customs and also held addition¬ 
al charge as director general of revenue 
intelligence, the home ministry was u.sk* 
ed lo review the al legal ions. 

lAiring the course ol m vest i gut ion. 
ihe CBI was initially denied access to 
two vital d(K'u mem s—the f i rvi i nl omia* 
lion report of the informer's lip-oft 
which was recorded hy the customs oft i* 
cer and btire the informer’s thumb prim; 
and the receipt of the reward money 




CAUGHT IN TH£ ACT; goid Nscuii.^ s^izfd try the cu^loms 


f(^ lowi ng a I i mrly tip-off from iniormer 
Muhammad Gbousc, alias Basha Sidieb. 
As per the rules of the 'infoniiaiiiin- 
reward scheme'. Ghouse was entitled (o 
10 per cent of the value of the calch. But 
noth i iig of the son came hi s way. 

What hod apparently happened was 
that three eusiomx oOiciak— i. P. Kau¬ 
shik. collector ol cusioms. Bangalore. 
R.J. Manohar. additional colicctur of 
customs. Mangalore and G.B. ioshi, imt- 
pcetor I if cusioms. Coondapur—consfu- 


which also hod the informer'^ thumb 
print. 

But now. the OBJ has finally laid 
hcir>ds on pri lira foeic evidence tliat 
reveals how Mohammad Ghouse had 
been chealed of his reward. While Mano* 
bar, Jo.shi and Pookaya have been taken 
into custody. Kaushik's house has been 
raided. 

Justice delayed might not. after all. 
hcjusikedcni^. • 


MMeATSOI«ri 









OQDS AND TRENDS 


Banking on our 
gonos 

W Re^>earch has shonn that 
outward Tnanife^iations of 
all living beings are nothing 
bu t a reflect i(m of the i r gene- 
tk configuration. And with 
several plants and animals 
on the verge of extinction 
today, there is u pressing 
need t<» p^* serve these genes. 

With (his in mind, the 
world's largest gene hank 
will soon be set up in New 
Delhi. Located on ihe cam¬ 
pus of the Indiar^ Agrieului* 
ral Rcscaich Institute, the 
bunk will hoasi of stale* 
of ihc-art technology lor pre* 
serving the natural bUxJiver* 
siiy. 

The project is being impic* 
incntcd as pud of the W7.95 
million Indo-DSAII) pro¬ 
gramme on plant genetic 
re sou rces. U i s the I argest pro¬ 
gramme of iK kind being fun¬ 
ded by the USAN). The gene 
bunk, when fully ojvraiion* 
ul. w ill be able to store 15 
million seed samples at 
minus 20 degme Celsius. 

A unique feainrc of this 


hank h that it docs not 
depend wholly on models 
developed ahroul. Instead, it 
has evolved iu own systems. 
"India does not lag behind in 
conservation technology*', 
asserts R. S. Rana, di rector of 
(he National Bureau of Plant 
Genetic Research. 

The future of the living 
w^trld possibly lies in iiseon- 
servatuH). And this gene 
bank shtHild prove to he a 


valuable repository of all 
things living. 

Paging 

el^Uiants 

0 Come September in West 
Bengal, and one should be 
prepared to confront herds of 
wild elephants descending 
from thdr natural habiuii in 
the hills. ForibclaMi'oupfe 
of years, clephams inhabit* 


SEPARATED ATBIRTi 
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ing the Dolma Hills on the 
Bihar* West Bengal border, 
have been regularly paying a 
visit to the region, spreading 
panic among villagers and 
officials ah£;. 

Now. fores! officials in 
the suite have devised a 
novel way to find out why 
these elegants migrate 
every year. 

When the elephants ci^me 
down this time, they will 
first he tranquil i.scd and then 
fitted with an electronic col* 
lar. ‘Rttise innsmitiers will 
he fitted on the top of the ele* 
phant's neck so that the ani* 
maJs are unaMe to shrug 
them off. Forest officials 
will then track down these 
bugged beasts with the help 
of receivers. Each transmit* 
ter will operate for more than 
a year. 

The procedure, called 
"radio collaring', is being 
worked out hy the stale 
government in association 
with the Wildlife Instiiuic of 
India. Dehra Dun. A hefty 
sum orKs36iukh has 
already been sanctioned by 
the World Bank for this 
unique project. • 




MILESTONES 


PnESENTED: HooM Mm of the Ymr AvMrd. 1995. 
to the chiet'clcction commi vsioner T.N. Seahan. The aw«d. 
instituted hy SulaMi International, was presented by fonner 
Prime Mioister Chandra Shekhar. 

AWARPED: To Aroon Purl#, editor of/miu Today, dvi 
OX Roddy MgmortM Award. The award, carrying a 
cash prize of Rs 50,000, wax presented by Prime Miftister 
Narasimha Rao inNew Delhi on 20 April. 

RETIRED: A^ WadaRar. n manager of d)e Indian 
errekerteam. He announced ihs on the day r^ be Asia Cup 
final in Shaijah. 

DIED: Noted'Mwathi stage artiste. Ramaah THeRar. in 
Pune. He was 4S. 

DIED: Uladhar Jothl. the firstcMef minister of the 
eratwhik Madhya Bharat at Shujalpur in Madhya Pradesh. 
He was 90. 

DIED: Veteran onmnmnist katkr and fonner Kerala 


mituster iRblchf Bawa, to New Delhi. He was 71 

DIED: TT>omaa Smith, veseran journalist, after a 
protracted illness in Agra He was 85. 

DIED: A.N. Prabhu. former executive editor of The 
HinAtmn 71/nes. in Locknow, on 16 April. He was 59. 

0160: Akahay Ktimar Qomango. newly-elected 
Congressfl) MLA in Orissa, on 2 LApril. Gomango, 25, was 
the youngest member td" (he state Asswinhly. 

REPLACED: By the Talas, the ImemaiioMl QuaJiry 
Standwd. TQM. ^ JRO. ITie JRD standard is develi^Md 
in*lKWie by the Tacts. 

ELECTED: Noted film actor Pi. Mohan Babu of (he 
ruling TOP to the P^jya Sabtaa fiooi AnAra Pr^esh. 

APPOiWTED; rWaftdm PCMwart Bi^ former Union 
ouraster ar^ AICC leader.» die UautananMovamor 
ofPondMiawy. 


WNBArM/Wf- 
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KUSUM9HAN0ARI 


BEGINNtNOM)APRtL W5 


ARIES 


i2IMar,h20Aprili 


LEO 


{2! Mv 20AugMSi 


I LIBRA 


tH Septem6tr'20Ot'U)h*ri 


SAGITTARIUS 


(21 Novt>nbfr>20 Decttnber} 


I n career and bussm«is 
affairs you can afford lo be 
more expansive and 
confident. Too much 
atiention to detail or fear of 
making mistakes might 
produce setbacks, Take the 
bull by the horns. You can 
leave things more to chance. 
Employers can reach 
amicable setilcmenis with 
employees on disputes. 


H itches in finuncial 
mutters may be turned 
to your ;idvaniage if you 
handle them in the right 
martner. The more original 
and forward'looking plans 
and proyeci s arc. the bener 
the chances they have of 
reaping lucrative returns. 
Try using mote creaiiviiy in 
business arnl professional 
affairs. 


Y uu may have an 

imponani role to play in 
humanitanan projects. 

There is Mule point in having 
ideals unless you ore 
prepared to give them some 
practical and corKretc form. 
Later on, you might be 
hankeri ng for some peace 
and quiet. Time spent alone 
will help you get your 
thoughu in order. 


I nfluential people are 
unlikely to be in a 
cooperative mood. It is best 
lo wait before making 
special requests of people 
who matter as they might 
turn them down at the 
moment. More tact is needed 
if you are to reach your goal.s 
or put plans into operation. 


TAURUS 


>2! Aftrit'20Atuvi 


Y our quick thinking and 
bright ideas arc likely to 
make a very good 
impression cm people who 
matter. Facts and figures 
forgotten by others will 
probably be on the (ip of 
your tongue Your memory 
should place you at an 
advantage. P^lc will he 
drawn towards you. New 
contacts can be made 


{2(Mos-lUJunfi 


P eople met recently arc 
likely to supply you 
with valuable insighisand 
information. It is not a time 
for staying put at home or in 
the office, More i nte rest wi 11 
be found and better progress 
made for being out and 
about. You should have little 
trouble in winning people 
over to your point of view. 



CANCER 

ou can afford to stick 
your neck out now. 
Calculalod risks cun pay off 
well. Comliuons at home 
will be conducive to good 
work and pnigress. Be more 
lenient in your view of 
others. A few words of 
encouragement can he for 
more constructive than 
criticism. 

se 


VIRGO _ 

\2l hfptrmhrrt 

Oil might put moierial 
values bcfiYc human 
vonMdc*r;jtu>As While 
property and possessions 
have ihdr place, they should 
not assume greater 
importance than they 
deserve. Relaliomhips could 
turn sour in rumantic affairs. 
Suspicions or jeaknjsies can 
creep in. 


SCORPIO 

i2i Octuh«r~2*i N4>\tmt>€r} 
et ready for the week 
that lies ahead. Try 

drse*jssing impoitani 

financial matters behirtd 
closed doors. Valuable 
agreements can be reached. 
Influenual people are best 
caught in informal 
surroundings. Your actions 
can be miM^n by others as 
selfseeking. 





CAPRICORN 

(2! f>H fmhtr~20Jonttorv) 

I t is probably unwise for 
you to accommodate 
excesses. Don't let people 
walk all over you Don't 
make loans out of a sense of 
duly There may be a 
temptation to use 
professional funds for 
personal plans. This must be 
resisted at any cost. 


AQUARIUS 

{7! JttffuaryTO Ffhndafy} 

C onditions are favourable 
for undertaking 
journeys. You may have a 
strong urge to broaden your 
horizons by visiting new 
places. Harbouring 
resentment or seeking 
revenge is bound to cultivate 
an atmosphere of sourness. 
You may be raking over the 
past unnecessarily. 

PISCES _ 

(2t Febntary^ZOMarchi 

Y our spouse's relatives 
are likely to be helpful. 
Friends may be willing to 
lend^ou money or he Ip you 
out a tight comer. Don'i 
be harsh on family or 
household membera< Oive 
them lime and ^ace to make 
up their own minds and act 
accondingly. • 


•ipnuv iM 




















RANDOM NOTES 


Lotolfianama 

■ Now almoM everyooe 
Imows (he tok Sabha 
Speaker. Shivraj Patit. to be 
a good dresser. Fewer are 
aware (hat be also insjsu on 
bdng addressed as Dr Shiv- 
rsQ Patil in invicaHon cards 
nd io idendRcadon plates ai 

fatbcfin^. 

A paritamentary commit- 
tte met last week and amoog 
ihok who aflended were, 
besides Patil, the vice' 
aidant and chairman of 
im K.R. 

Nanyanan. L.K. Advani, 
All] Behan Vajpayee. $ikw- 
dar Bakht. oiW (he Rajya 
Sabha and Lok Sabha 
MCreikiry -generals. 

Only Narayanan and Patil 
and the Rajya Sabha 
secrcmry-genenil, Rama 
Devi. 1 ^ the Lok Sabha 
secretary-general. R.C. 
Bhanduri. had name plates 
before them. H<»rfof of her* 
rors. Bhandari had a Dr 
before his name. Those who 
were dtere saw Pali! staring 
in (he direction of (he name- 
pi a ic for long. 

A^cr the first break at 11 
am. some diligent Lok 
Sabha secrctaiiat official 
had a paper strip gummed on 
the Dr part Bhandari's 
name. There was silent 
laughter at the sight of this. 
Then, after the lunch break 
when members retumed, 
they discovered (hat all four 
name plates had been 
removed. Now who said 
what’sinaname? 


On a killing 
^preel 

The 

JayaJalilhd-Subnuiuni* 
am Swamy feud is fast beco¬ 
ming absurd. 

Swomy had sough! lo file 
':■% case of corruption against 
'JayaUlidta and (he Tamil 
Nadu Governor. Channa 
Reddy, had given him per- 




ai 


HEARD IN LUCKNOW 


ThR of NarMlmha Rao’s 

govammant mova alow axtapt 
whaa ofia of Ma mfnlataragaaa 
ooafaat. 

A DISGUSTED CONGRESS SUPPORTER. 
SOON AFTER UNION DEPUTY HOME 
MINISTER RAMLAL RAHI WENT ON A 
HUNGER STRIKE PROTESTING BUNGLING IN 
THE PANCHAYAT POLLS 


I 

9 


imaaioD to prosecute her. 
That was last month. 

After OnL dwre was an 
attempt on Reddy's life in 
Madru. Swamy tl^ made a 
suietnent (hat whtk he too 
could easily take a shot ai 
Jayalalicha while she was ai 
the CM's suite in Tamil 
Nadu House in Delhi from 
his own residence nearby, be 
wouldn't. This lead to an 


anempt to arrest lam in the 
stare vid he fled. 

Meanwhile, iayalalHha. 
in ofder to sli^ Reddy gave 
orders to bt^ dovm the 
Governor's suite in the Hm 
floor of Tamil Naihi House 
•ad to make a smaller one on 
the second floor. Secisg this. 
Reddy, who has a problon 
diiDbing. made it known 
that in TMhi be would hence* 
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CHECK-LIST 


The mosr-ralked about TV shows 




■ MvIVtWHhoulidniW, ThiMMVta 

No cocUad party Is eompM Me days wRhoul 
people commisaratmg about Caroline Spencer's death. 
disbureInQ Brooke's pregnancy and of course drooBng 
over Ridge Fonestar. Never mind the tact that we know the 
story-Une weSin advance anyway; the epleodea bgngaired 
in liidN art I good fire >w bthind tfiott showino In tha 
States. 


fl DociMmOmni Is New entrant BPtEk^Bidn Apr 
fk (s proving lo be the pick of the lot This top ten 
programme intersperses the songs with situational 
comedy and more often than not ri actually works. 


fl D 0 «rRnkM ■; Aeworr continues to be a hot 
favourite, even thouj^ the stor^ltne can barely be 
diacerned through the dust raited by the fist fiM befween 
Keshiv Kahr and Wi^at All. From I lore gtinoli has 
become e cops and robbers show, but so far nobody N 
cofflpNinrng. 


■ ZmTV: rare Is stW a hot favourite, but the 
programme that is becoming more aid more popirlir with 
every passing week N Ctos^-Up A/italstart. Host Annu 
Kapw N a treat to watch, warbling wOn guetoand 

gyrating with gay abandon. 


B MCsfiinyAtonwisfihn95aasllyratesasonetha 
bestHffl'based programmei. hn comments irailwayt 
inciaivi, wttty and teUng. and you can't go wrong N you 
folow hie adM Oft which movies to witch''•end rae b 
avoid Hhs the plague. 


forth stay only atthe Roshtra- 
patiBhavon. 

iayalalitha did one up on 
him. She told her aides that 
she (00 frcptn now on would 
stay at the President's 
House. And the reason; she 
feared that Swamy would 
kill her 1 

Is ii any wonder that film 
stare are such popular puliii- 
ci ans in Tamil Nadu ? 


Slnghlnga 

dirrerenttune 

■ Siioram Kesri who 
was in Bombay 
recently, devidvd to mcei utr 
with V.P. Singh who often 
goes for tree]meni there. 

After the pleusamries 
were exchanged. Singh told 



V#.ili^:aMSlM 


Kesri, with a degree of 
reriousnes&, "Kesrijt. C.Vw* 
gir/i ko bachchato (Kc^riji. 
save the Congress). Only the 
Congress can save the couri- 
ay fr^ disintegration " 

Kesri demurred and ihen 
told Singh to get well soon, 
and oot to worry, and that 
aihings would be fine. But 
Siiigh persisted, saying, 
*Af(un m power mciti rch 
chuka boon, Sahh km h 
dtkha hei kv maj- 

boot kijiye. Ke^riji (I've' 
beeo in power. I' vc seen eve¬ 
rything. Consolidate the 
(Egress Kesriji." 

Kesri, apparently. Icit 
Sittgh's side da/ed. w^mder- 
ing how this nan. once ex pel- 
led from (he Congress. c(»uld 
sHlI retain such passion for 
ihe party.* 
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Landfng In 
trouMe 


There are red facea in 
(he PMO over ttw V, 
Rriihnainunhy affair. Krukh 
namurihy. a former lop 
public lervajit, ia an accused 
in (he Rs 2,000 crore securtt* 
ies team. 'Hie Centnl 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) has fikd cases against 
him. 

Krlshnamunhy it oo (be 
board of the R^iv Gandhi 
FoundatkM and was inviced 
for die opening of in Ameri¬ 
ca chapter in Washington. 
The Delhi High Court had 
giveo him permission to go 
on IS April and he was book¬ 
ed on the 20 April. Thun* 
day, 12.30 am Briliih Air¬ 
ways Highi (o Washington. 

the CBI then moved a 
Special Leave Petition 
(^LP) againsi the High 
CouA order ai 4 pm on 19 
April. When it came before 
Chief Justice A.M. Ahmadi. 
it was 11 pm and he was at 
home. He called in another 
judge. Justice G.N. Ray. 
After hearing the arguments, 
they insiracted the CBI to 
(elephone British Airways 
and the airpon auihoritiee to 
have Kruhnamurthy taken 
off (he flight. Twenty 
minutes before take-off. 
Khshnaniurihy was 

ofT-loaded. 

Apparently. Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi feels that this was Nara- 
simha Rao’s way of showing 
her down. But it seems (here 
was 00 such intention. The 
Supreme Court had rccentiy 
passed strictures against the 
CBi in the Surendra Jain 
case, so the agency fch the 
need lo be prompt in fJIng 
the SLP againsi (he High 
Court order. 

CBI officials also ihou^l 
(hat the matter would only 
come before ihe Supreme 
CiHirt In (he nioming or afle^ 
noon of 20 April by which 
time Krishoarmirthy would 


HEARD IN NEW DELHI 

Udo'd 

VMkniDntof 
IMMrilDnl Ml vIdH lo MMi 
liovo MytMog to do wllti oN? 

AN OFFICIAL IN THE PETROLEUM MINISTRY 


f 


have flown. No one eapeci- 
ed Justice Ahm^l to hear 
and dispose off the SLP m 
home, at night, and wiUtin 
ooc hour. Sources also say 
(hat auerepu were made lo 
reach the CBI (Krcctor but 
(hat he wasn't contactable. 

For the morncni though, 
the MO is embarrassed 


over the Kruhnamurthy 
episode. 


FlaM«r pilot 


Several Congrsu 
leaders have compUi* 
ned 10 Narssjtnha Rao that 


77 » Infest in an 
occasional series 



it) UrmllabM 
PwMi 


m ■iPlttfoiodi WHS of the We Chwwibhti PMel. 
former chief minster of 6u|artt She tau^sociolooy at I 
college of wNch CNmanbhai was princkol and took his ipD 
liter he wsnl Mo poRttes. She Stood tor the 190 Lok \ 
Sabha poiie and lost Rented prO'Nirmada Dam cn]wds 
when Patfi was cM minster 


RAjeeb Pilot le lob^kDg ,iq 
be made . tin ' pei9*i 
presidem. 

Pflot'a wife. Ramn ilso a* 
former MLA * from 
R^'asthu). revealed in a ide- 
virion progninme, Huboru, 
that he ought to be made the 
Congress presideoL Pilot 
him^f, while pleadiAg for 


Is the junior power minister. 


a ftDMOiiD rwe MmIdk After Patel died, staked 
her daim to be chid irunster Threatened it various times 
to take her husband's Janata Dai(G| outof the aRlHice with 
the Congrees. But there was opposmon to her from the 
Congress paA ol the govemnwil After many trips le OeM. 
NarvMmha Rag elected a eomprengw. He promised hera 
place in hie gownment 


■ Btytas Comes on shongly on TV. Asked If the position 
she held was on account other husband, replied that 
ChimanbhaigothBduetoher Is new short of hmds. 
Maintsifw dose Bnks wnh H.K. Khan who wee sort of 
Chtmanhnai's money manager. 


t'Chimenbhsi 


Patel was an honest mac.* 



Fllste ahiihiAl fm 


BWMIalM'g 

Is rny best friend.* 


*MedhaPaikar 


more transparency in the par¬ 
ty and govcrntr>en(. asked in 
Uk sarrw programme. "What 
is wrong in being ambitious? 
Everyone wants to be PM." 

Only, the Pnene Miniiter 
apparenily is upset wiih 
him. 


MateiHnak#r 

■ If N.D. Tlwari and 
Aijun Singh have 
come t^etiier. it is oa 
account of Makhan Lai 
Fbtedar. 

Ttwar) bas told aides that 
he does not like Aijon 
Singh's shrewd style of poK- 
tics. But tite Unar Pmdesb 
leader was assuaged by Fote- 
dar and he is also the man 
who got Tiwari and Aijun 
Singh to address a joint preee 
conference last we^ 

So It seems that Tlwari 
■nd Singh will be togetiwr as 
tong as Makhao Lai Fotedar 
wanuH a 
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THE LATEST TYRE 



T BIKES 





Jo- 1'2'^eay^ 

the worfd. can 


iii[ siacut »i»»^ 
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OIMM S\U¥ft 




o n. 


6t how long is 12 yearn' 


fullness*of time Uo ihu select natural ingredients 


ing enough lo K«e leaders rise und fall. Borders / the Highlands work their magic with age- 
deJinc the world. Wiinesh history being rewrhtco. diaiilling secrets. Only after 12 years of ag i 


•j« the heart of Scotland, Black Dog gracefully doc* Black Dog acquire iu »mf*< i 


u» reach perfection. For only in the* mellow taste. The rare taste of perfection. ^ 


Rich. Rare. And 12 year<f old. 
















